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+Ask about the NEW 
Lifetime Deductible!
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Don’t let your 
business go to pieces.
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●  $25,000 accidental death benefit

●  Travel assistance�����identity management 
 services�����������������������������
��

�����������������
���

��������	������������
short-term disability����¢�������	��������
���	��	�����	�����������

&life
  health
benefits

�������������������
������������������
��������
������
���
���� ���������

�����������������
	����
��������������������������
��������������������������

����������
����������

������
	���������������������������������	�
��������®�«���������

�

����	�¥��������������������
��������

Available during open enrollment in
Jan. - Feb. for existing members

������������������������

1o one is immune to increasing costs. That is proving 
true when it comes to rebuilding the Francis Scott .ey 
%ridge in %altimore. 
   Estimated costs to rebuild the bridge have increased by 
more than ����. 
   Topographic and underwater surveys for the .ey 
%ridge rebuild project began in -anuary, and a new 
design was unveiled in February. Initial estimates were 
for a new bridge to be completed in late ���� for just 
under �� billion.    
   In September, Politico reported that rebuilding the 
bridge could now cost more than �� billion. 

The collapse
The .ey %ridge collapsed into the Patapsco 5iver early 
the morning of March ��, ����, after it was struck by a 
ship. The 8.S. 'epartment of -ustice fi led a civil lawsuit 
against the owner and operator of the vessel in 2ctober 
����. That suit was settled for more than ���� million. 
   In 'ecember ����, it was announced that federal funds 
would cover the cost to rebuild the bridge.       
   “Congress’ decision to work together to rebuild the 
Francis Scott .ey %ridge marks a key moment in 

Maryland’s historic recovery and proves that moving in 
partnership isn’t just important – it is imperative for real 
progress,´ Maryland *ov. Wes Moore said. 

DOT’s concerns
8.S. Transportation Secretary Sean 'uffy sent a letter to 
Moore on Sept. �� regarding the new .ey %ridge. 
     Among the 8.S. 'epartment of Transportation’s 
concerns expressed in the letter were using federal 
funds responsibly, prioriti]ing core project elements and 
maintaining the traffi c capacity needs of the new bridge. 
   'elivering a project that exceeds the expectations of 
the traveling public should be the aim, 'uffy wrote in the 
letter. 
   “It’s my job to ensure the American people’s tax dollars 
are spent properly and major projects are completed on 
time and on budget,´ 'uffy wrote. “We will leverage our 
oversight authorities to ensure this vital bridge is rebuilt 
the right way.´
   'uffy added that the 8.S. '2T plans to continue 
discussions on how to support Maryland’s '2T in 
completing the rebuild on time, on budget and in 
compliance with the law. 
   The letter referenced a ��.� billion cost and a ���� 
expected completion date. LL

Key Bridge’s price tag increases by more than 250%
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Congratulations to our newest life and senior members. 
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Life Members

OOIDA
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Visit OOIDA.com for more information or to join.

life
  health
benefits

We’ve got news for you.
Anytime, anywhere, any device.
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For the past several years, many 22I'A members 
have stopped by the Spirit tour truck and voiced their 
concerns about a potential speed limiter mandate on 
commercial motor vehicles. 
   Many of these concerns focused on concepts that 
most truckers have seen with their own eyes. They said 
a mandate would create dangerous speed differentials, 
causing trucks to sometimes go �� or even �� mph 
slower than the regular fl ow of traffi c. They also knew 
that a slow-moving truck could become a target for road 
rage. And while the mandate might limit a truck to �� or 
�� mph in a �� or �� mph ]one, it would also encourage 
truck drivers to go the maximum speed through slower 
speed ]ones. 
   Above all else, truckers believed the proposal was 
bad for safety. %ut instead of just complaining about it 
to their fellow truckers, thousands of drivers made sure 
that regulators and lawmakers also heard their concerns. 
   It worked. 2ver the summer, the 8.S. 'epartment of 
Transportation offi cially announced that it did not plan 
to pursue a speed limiter mandate. Since then, several 
22I'A members have stopped by the Spirit to thank 
22I'A for helping get the speed limiter proposal off 
the table. 
   1o doubt, 22I'A worked hard to make that happen. 
%ut these 22I'A members should also give themselves 
a pat on the back. The Association is well aware that 
it is only as strong as its membership. 22I'A needs 
members like the ones featured here to get things done.

��������������, a life member from Monona, 
Iowa, and ���������������, a life member from 
Elma, Iowa, said that 22I'A has been helpful on 
numerous occasions.  

���������������, a member 
from Cedar Point, 1.C., 
was one of the truckers who 
stopped by the Spirit to thank 
22I'A for fi ghting back 
against speed limiters. She has 
been trucking since ����. 

�����������
	�������������, 
life members from 
Cincinnati, Iowa, 
visited with tour truck 
driver Marty Ellis at 
the Spirit in the spring. 
They’re retired now, 
but they reminisced 

about going on the Truckin %o]o Cruise and about 
22I'A Executive 9ice President /ewie Pugh once 
helping them with a blowout after leaving a truck show. 

�����������, a life 
member from %radgate, Iowa, 
wanted to get the word out 
about title fraud. He said he’s 
been involved in an eight-year 
battle and that it could happen 
to anyone. 

�������	���, a life 
member from Hendersonville, 
Tenn., hauls entertainment 
equipment with a Peterbilt. 
She said she appreciates the 
value of being an 22I'A 
member. LL

OOIDA works better together
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The Spirit Connecting face-to-face
with drivers like you.

��������������¢�������������������

THE SPIRIT
MATTERS MEET MARTY ELLIS FIND THE SPIRIT

������������������

Hope to see y�  so� !
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By Ryan Witkowski Staff Writer

Desperate times call 
for desperate measures
Sometimes it takes a little outside-the-box thinking to 
tackle a problem. However, a Canadian man recently 
discovered his unorthodox solution wasn’t enough to 
keep him out of hot water. 
   We start this Slight 'etour in Prince *eorge, %ritish 
Columbia, where offi cials recently arrested a man 
driving a pink toy %arbie truck down city streets around 
� a.m. 

   When I fi rst read the headline, I didn’t want to rush to 
judgment. Sure, it seemed a bit unusual, but maybe this 
dude had a perfectly good reason to be tooling along in a 
child’s toy during rush hour. 
   It turns out, he did not. 
   According to police, the driver of the motori]ed %arbie 
car had a suspended license and was “likely impaired´ 
– which makes a lot more sense than him just having 
car troubles and needing to fi nd a ride to work. Two 
subsequent breathaly]er tests would conclude he was, in 
fact, over the legal limit. 
   I’m sure he’s not the fi rst person to have one too many 
and then try to drive a kid’s Power Wheels. And if I’m 
being honest, just thinking about it sounds like a lot of 

fun to me – but it’s probably best to keep 
that kind of activity confi ned to your own 
backyard. 

   The driver was arrested for prohibited 
driving and issued a ��-day driving 

suspension. He will fi nd out his fate 
in court later this year. I assume 
he’ll be wearing the %arbie prison 
collection, complete with jumpsuit 

and matching ankle bracelet. 

Old trusty let him down 
Speaking of outside-the-box thinking� A trucker recently 
learned he would be spending the next few years behind 
bars after trying to use a little “number one´ to get 
himself out of some “number two.´ 
   According to the 8.S. Attorney’s 2ffi ce for the 
Southern 'istrict of Texas, a ��-year-old trucker was 
recently sentenced to �� months in federal prison for 
possession with intent to distribute over �� kilos of 
cocaine. 
   The drugs were uncovered at the Sarita %order 
Patrol checkpoint when a .-� unit alerted agents to 
possible contraband, prompting a secondary inspection. 
Prosecutors said the driver “delayed exiting´ the vehicle 
and “poured a jug of urine inside the cab in an attempt to 
mask the odor of narcotics.´ 
   Apparently, this wasn’t enough to throw the dogs off 
the scent of a giant pile of cocaine. 2ffi cials discovered 
�� bundles concealed under the sleeper bed, along with 
chili powder used to “disguise the smell of narcotics.´ 
*uess this guy is now �-� when it comes 
to trying to trick drug-sniffi ng dogs. 
   1ow, anyone outside 
of trucking would certainly 
question why this dude had 
such a plentiful supply of urine 
on the ready. %ut you know 
why. Sometimes nature calls, 
man. While the “piss jug´ has 
certainly come in handy in a 
pinch for truckers before, it 
does have its limits, and it’s best 
not to test them. 

Never too old for a good prank
2ur next stop on this Slight 'etour is a good example 
of how a childish prank can go sideways in a hurry. 
   Police in South Carolina recently arrested a man 
believed to be responsible for “creating a foul odor´ at 
a local high school. 1ow, as someone who created his 
fair share of foul odors in high school, I had no idea ��
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fact, over the legal limit. 
   I’m sure he’s not the fi rst person to have one too many 
and then try to drive a kid’s Power Wheels. And if I’m 
being honest, just thinking about it sounds like a lot of 

fun to me – but it’s probably best to keep 
that kind of activity confi ned to your own 
backyard. 

   The driver was arrested for prohibited 
driving and issued a ��-day driving 

suspension. He will fi nd out his fate 

and matching ankle bracelet. 
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fun to me – but it’s probably best to keep 
that kind of activity confi ned to your own 
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driving and issued a ��-day driving 

and matching ankle bracelet. 

to trying to trick drug-sniffi ng dogs. 
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You hate to see good candy 
taken out before it could 
realize its full potential.

this was against the law. 
   %ut as it turns out, unlike my 
own foul odors, this one wasn’t 
a natural occurrence. 
   According to the Florence 
County Sheriff’s 'epartment, 
a teaching assistant at West Florence High School 
allegedly used “an internet-acquired spray designed to 
imitate fecal odor´ to bombard the nasal passages of 
unsuspecting victims. 
   Investigators said the ��-year-old teaching assistant 
used the spray on multiple occasions, resulting in a 
“disruption of the school, children requiring medical 
attention for respiratory issues and requiring the school 
to incur an expenditure of over ���,��� for inspection 
and damage to the school air conditioning system.´ 
   It’s unclear why this man-child decided to use the 
spray in the fi rst place, but I think parents were right to 
make a stink about this. 
   The suspect was charged with disturbing schools and 
malicious injury to property. It is wild to think about 
possibly doing time for this. The crime would defi nitely 
make for an interesting conversation when your new 
cellmate asks, “What are you in for"´

That’s pea-nuts! 
We round out this Slight 'etour with a stop in Trenton, 
1.-., where a spilled load of candy has raised some 
“serious´ questions. 
   According to the .nowlton Township Fire and 
5escue, crews were recently dispatched to the scene 
of a collision along Interstate �� involving two tractor-
trailers. 2ffi cials said one of the trucks was parked 
when the driver of the other semi rear-ended the parked 
vehicle, “tearing open both box trailers and spilling 
cargo over the roadway.´
   The precious cargo that littered the interstate was a 
load of peanut M	Ms. 
   1ow, before we go any further, both drivers walked 
away from the incident intact, and no injuries were 
reported. So that’s good news. However, as an avid 

lover of the peanut M	M, this is a real tragedy. 
   What an absolute waste. I hope whoever is in charge 
of “destroying´ them does the right thing here and fi nds 
the M	Ms a good home. I’m sure their candy shells 
will keep them safe. 
   To make matters worse, this incident happened in late 
September, one month away from Halloween. That’s 
time for peanut M	Ms to shine. You hate to see good 
candy taken out before it could reali]e its full potential. 
   1ot surprisingly, there were plenty of folks in the 

comment section of the fi re department’s Facebook 
post offering to help with the clean-up. 
   It is cra]y to me that it was only peanut M	Ms. 
Are they shipped separately for a reason" Are they 
manufactured in a separate place" 'id some eccentric 
billionaire order a bunch to fi ll a swimming pool" 
8nfortunately, the reports didn’t dive into such pressing 
issues. Maybe I need to do a little digging of my own. 
   In a fi nal wrinkle, /and /ine Senior Editor Mark 
Schremmer pointed out to me that perhaps this lends 
credence to the claim that /eft Twix and 5ight Twix 
are manufactured in different factories. My mind was 
blown. There’s no telling how deep this rabbit hole 
goes. LL

   %ut as it turns out, unlike my 
own foul odors, this one wasn’t 

   According to the Florence 
County Sheriff’s 'epartment, 

comment section of the fi re department’s Facebook 
post offering to help with the clean-up. 
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5etellings of classic novels have been around almost 
as long as the stories that inspired them.
   There are many reasons an author might want to 
retell a story, whether it is changing the genre that the 
novel is written in, adapting the story to expand on a 
specifi c theme the original touched on or moderni]ing 

it to make it more accessible.
   It can, however, be quite 

the gamble, as any retelling 
is practically begging to be 
compared to the original that 
inspired it. That may not be so 

bad, unless the original is regarded as a classic story 
that is considered “essential´ reading. %ut if a retelling 
can stand up to the scrutiny, it may have the potential 
to become a classic in its own right. 
   “'emon Copperhead´ by %arbara .ingsolver is a 
take on Charles 'ickens’ “'avid Copperfi eld´ and 
updates it to better refl ect the modern issues Americans 
face on a day-to-day basis. .ingsolver changes the 
setting from 9ictorian England to the Appalachian 
8nited States and updates many of the issues to better 
refl ect those that are experienced today – creating a 
story that will evoke all manner of emotions as you 
take the ride with 'amon Fields, nicknamed 'emon, 
as he experiences life in /ee County, 9a.
   Charlie Thurston delivers an immersive performance 
as our narrator with an accent that makes it feel 
like you’re there in 9irginia alongside 'emon as he 
recounts his life. 
   Everything in this story is told through 'emon’s 
eyes, making for a very personal story, and 
Thurston does a great job of capitali]ing on that by 

communicating emotion beyond what is written.
   It’s a rare talent for a narrator to use an accent that 
not only avoids distracting from the story but also 
captures the raw emotion intended by the author. 
Thurston provides all that and more – proving 
himself as one of the rare few character narrators who 
demonstrate how audiobooks can turn a good story 
into a great one or a great one into one-of-a-kind.

   “'emon Copperhead´ is a 
book that would typically be 
out of my comfort ]one, as 
there’s no world-ending threat or 
supervillain that keeps the story 
moving along. 5ather, it is a 
character-driven story set in the 
real world.
   We are given a deep and 
unapologetic look into many 
aspects of life that most would 

rather ignore. 'emon fi nds his way through a faulty 
social services system, the unforgiving opioid crisis 
and the never-ending cycle of trauma and addiction. 
We start to see these issues take root and keep their 
grasp on 'emon, whose only goal is to make a decent 
life for himself.
   It is hard to fi nd the right words to describe this 
book, because how can you describe a life in so few 
words" 'emon is as complex as any person you 
might fi nd walking down the street, and his story 
is fi lled with good and bad and ups and downs and 
everything in between. And, sometimes, these opposite 
experiences happen in very quick succession. This ride 
turns into something truly special and will have you 
sitting in silence after the audiobook’s �� hours are up.
   If you’re willing to put in the time and stick through 
some parts that might not be for the faint of heart, 
“'emon Copperhead´ and the unique situations 
contained in it could shift your perspective on any 
number of subjects. Everyone should be able to 
resonate with something in this story – and more 
importantly, everyone can learn and take something 
from it.
   My fi nal takeaway after listening to the book is that 
we might all have a little 'emon in us. LL
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“There is 
a Solution
to Every 
Trucker’s 
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Barry G. Fowler EA 
Founder & CEO

■ Creating solutions for business and 
personal tax problems since 2000

■ We only take cases that we know 
 we can help solve

■ FREE Consultation if IRS debt over 
$10,000

TaxationSolutions.net
1-888-997-2215

Trucker IRS Tax Relief
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Helping truck drivers and 
their families in times of crisis.

5euniting truck drivers with 
their family in the event of 
loss of life, debilitating injury, 
serious illness, a crisis at 
home, or the need to make 
mobility improvements at a 
driver’s home.
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���­� to city and county 
leaders from across the 

nation who have expressed their 
concerns about making trucks 
bigger and heavier. More than 
�,��� local government leaders 
issued a joint letter in September, 
asking congressional lawmakers 
to oppose any increases in truck 
si]e or weight, including heavier 
single-trailer trucks. The letter 
was signed by city and county 
offi cials from all �� states. 
“Much of our transportation 
infrastructure that connects 
people to jobs, schools and 
leisure is in disrepair, in part 
because local and rural roads 
and bridges are older and not 
built to the same standards as 
interstates,´ the letter states. A 
study released by the Coalition 
Against %igger Trucks in March 
indicated that an increase would 
place between ��,��� and ��,��� 
local bridges at risk. “Increasing 
si]e and weight is all cost and 
no benefi t for truckers,´ 22I'A 
wrote in a letter to transportation 
leaders in the House and Senate 
in late August.

��¤¤�­���­� for the 
alleged attack on a truck 

driver at a 1orth Carolina 
landfi ll. A lawsuit fi led in the 
8.S. 'istrict Court for the 
Western 'istrict of 1orth 
Carolina by -oseph -oines, a 
truck driver from Maryland, 
and Angelica Hendon, a trucker 
from Florida, claims Fourth 
Amendment violations, civil 

conspiracy, assault, battery, false 
imprisonment and emotional 
distress. It all began with a 
misunderstanding of the staging 
process followed by allegations 
of a stolen cellphone, which was 
never found. 8ltimately, Andrew 
Ferguson, an employee at the 
landfi ll and defendant in the 
lawsuit, brandished a handgun 
and allegedly pointed it at -oines. 
A jury trial has been demanded. 

���­� to trucking 
stakeholders who continue 

to spotlight the need for more 
truck parking. The 2wner-
2perator Independent 'rivers 
Association, Transportation 
Intermediaries Association, 
American Trucking Associations, 
International %rotherhood 
of Teamsters, Advocates for 
Highway and Auto Safety, 
PrePass Safety Alliance and 
Shippers Coalition all submitted 
comments about the lack of 
truck parking when the 8.S. 
'epartment of Transportation 
asked for recommendations on 
what should be included in the 

next highway bill. “Somehow, 
after nearly a decade of unifi ed 
advocacy, the trucking industry 
still fi nds itself pleading for 
help and feeling anxious that 
Congress may again fail to act,´ 
22I'A President Todd Spencer 
wrote. “Frankly, truckers are sick 
and tired of some lawmakers 
ignoring their pressing safety 
needs while funding other pet 
projects, and rest assured, they 
will be watching closely to see if 
Washington fi nally delivers.´

��¤¤�­���­� for a study 
commissioned by Truck 

Parking Club suggesting there 
are millions of parking spaces for 
truck drivers. The pay-to-park 
company also launched a public 
relations blit] that included posts 
on social media claiming there 
is no truck parking shortage. 
Although the study did not come 
to that conclusion, Truck Parking 
Club said it did – claiming 
America has more than �� 
million parking spaces suitable 
for trucks. 22I'A responded 
that undermining the parking 
shortage and overstating the 
private sector’s role in solving 
it is damaging. According 
to 22I'A Executive 9ice 
President /ewie Pugh, there is 
no indication all the parking 
spots identifi ed in the study are 
“suitable´ for trucks – but even 
if they are, claiming there is “�� 
times more capacity than we 
need´ fl ies in the face of
reality. LL

By SJ Munoz Sta�  Writer
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