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March 30, 2016 
 
Via Fax and Email 
 
The Honorable Kevin Cotter 
Speaker of the House 
Michigan House of Representatives 
124 North Capitol Avenue 
Lansing, MI 30014 
 
Dear Speaker Cotter: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to convey the opposition of the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers 
Association (OOIDA) to Senate Bill 434, legislation that addresses roadside drug testing.   
 
OOIDA is the largest trade association representing the views of small-business trucking 
professionals and professional truck drivers.  OOIDA has more than 157,000 members 
nationwide, including roughly 5,200 who reside in Michigan.   
 
SB 434 would allow the state police to establish a roadside drug testing program in five counties 
throughout the state under certain circumstances.  The state police would be required to develop 
a policy for the program and provide a report to the legislature upon its conclusion.   
 
This proposal should not be taken lightly.  No technology is perfect and false-positives would 
literally end the career of a professional driver.  Further, simply having certain drugs in your 
system does not necessarily mean that a driver is impaired.   
 
OOIDA does not condone drug use, especially while operating a commercial motor vehicle.  
However, we have a lot of questions and this legislation provides no answers, largely because it 
gives broad authority to the state police to develop unknown policies and use unknown – and 
possibly unproven – technology.  For example, if a driver tests positive on the roadside, what 
happens to the truck, trailer, and cargo?  If further testing shows a false-positive, will the state 
police pay the towing bill, for delayed cargo that is rejected by a receiver, or compensate a driver 
for lost wages as a result of losing a future load?  We doubt it.  We also suspect significant legal 
action would be taken against the state, both against the law itself and for compensatory and 
punitive damages that it has the potential create.   
 



Michigan has laws in place to detect driver impairment.  Even if we assume these existing laws 
are insufficient or outdated, SB 434 is not the solution.  Bad policy aside, it might also violate 
the Fourth Amendment of the United States Constitution.   
 
Again, this legislation could have a serious, life-changing impact on a professional driver.  We 
urge you to reject SB 434. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.  Please contact me directly at (816) 229-5791 
ext. 1603 or mike_matousek@ooida.com should you have any questions or require additional 
information.  
 
Respectfully,  

 
Mike Matousek 
Director of State Legislative Affairs   
 
  


