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OOIDA’s president tells lawmakers about
challenges truck drivers face as part of a
House subcommittee hearing.
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Know what you’re comparing when
you shop for truck insurance.
Sure, there are companies out there that will quote you low rates
for truck insurance. But, the lowest price doesn’t mean the best
protection for your business.
Thousands of owner-operators have learned
that OOIDA provides owner-operators
valuable insurance advice on protecting
their trucking operation and a comprehensive
range of coverage at competitive rates.
Understand what you’re getting when comparing truck insurance
quotes and let us show you advantages of insuring through OOIDA.
And remember – OOIDA is your Association. All revenues
generated through its insurance programs go towards helping OOIDA
defend your rights and lobby on behalf of your interests.

Find out how much OOIDA has to offer you and your business.
Call us at (800)

715-9369 for a truck insurance quote.

ooidatruckinsurance.com.
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‘Under Pressure’
As I write this I’m listening to my
favorite song, “Under Pressure” by
Queen and David Bowie. In addition
to being a musical work of art, I find
inspiration in it. Pretty much every
time I sit down to pen this editor’s
page, it plays.
Not only the title, but many of
the lyrics strike home following a
recent House subcommittee hearing
titled “Under Pressure: The State of
Trucking in America.”
OOIDA President and CEO Todd
Spencer delivered some heavy-duty
truth bombs during the hearing.
That didn’t come as a big surprise
to those who have dealt with Todd.
On a panel of eight witnesses (that’s
a lot), Todd duked it out, debunking
the rhetoric served up by so-called
safety advocates, mega fleet interests
and brokers.
In prep for the hearing, I was in
on some of the internal discussions
at OOIDA about what to highlight.
“Highlight,” as a word, hit me.
When you start talking about all
of the things that negatively affect
truckers, that’s no short list. But I
don’t have to tell you that. You, dear
readers, live it. That hearing could
have been eight hours of just Todd
telling the subcommittee everything
that is screwed up.
Associate Editor Mark Schremmer
covered the hearing (that we all here
in Land Line were tuned in to). His
report starts on Page 18.
A big topic in the hearing and in
this issue of the magazine is the push
to get under-21 drivers behind the
wheel.
10 LAND LINE
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As I listened to the hearing, and
how mega fleets are just rubbing
their grubby hands together looking
for some fresh blood, I couldn’t help
but think, please no. I’m coming
from the perspective of a mother

“Highlight,” as a word,
hit me. When you start
talking about all of the
things that negatively
affect truckers, that’s
no short list.
of three ranging in age from 19 to
22. The last thing I want is for them
to get sucked into a trucking job
at many no-name mega fleets and
pulled backward through the ringer.
Kids put up with a lot more crap
on the job than most adults. Adults
know where the lines are and when
to hit the door. The problem in
trucking is there are so many lines
crossed on a regular basis that too
many truckers resemble individuals
suffering from Stockholm Syndrome.
We don’t need to put that pressure
on kids with bright shiny futures and
a little bit of optimism.
Emotional plea rant over on that
one. You can read the facts starting
on Page 22.
Another case in point where
drivers are feeling the pressure
are the continuing attempts
to misclassify employees as
independent contractors. It forces
the driver to bear the burden for
the cost of operations and deprives

him or her of employee perks like
health insurance. The battle rages
on both coasts, but all eyes are on
the now-infamous Dynamex case
in California. Schremmer takes a
deep dive into why that case is so
important starting on Page 38.
Tracking along with the lyrics
of “Under Pressure,” I hit Page 44
in this issue. It’s an article about
company drivers getting blindsided
by the tax law changes. It hit, hard.
At this point are we hitting the
line where “insanity laughs under
pressure?”
We may not be insane, but we can
still laugh. Those come from the
witty words of both Wendy Parker
and Dave Sweetman.
Wendy again connects the dots
between her beloved stuffed animal
Mousie that may have infected an
entire Sunday school class with strep
to an emotional support peacock.
We’re not sure how she manages to
make it all make sense, but she does.
Page 88 is where the laughs start.
Sweetman steps in to remind us
all that trucking isn’t so bad, and it
can be fun. He walks us down a bit
on memory lane to remind us that
there are good times. His Dashboard
Confidential appears on Page 90.
It’s not all bad and we really
should, again back to the lyrics, give
trucking another chance. We just
can’t have people sitting on the fence
lamenting the bad. I hope I preach to
the choir here, but everyone has to
be involved. Even if you already are,
dare others to change their way and
get involved. LL
JULY 2019
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Help when you need it...

One of the most important benefits available to all OOIDA members is access to
information and business resources. Over the years, OOIDA’s Business Services
Department has provided thousands of members with critical information for their
particular situation or to help them run their business more efficiently.
• Information assistance
• Interpreting federal regulations
• Compliance assistance
• Warranty issues
• Lease agreement review
• Carrier complaints
• Broker/Carrier agreement review
• Form 2290/HVUT filing

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Authority application and filings
Permit and licensing
Oregon bonds
Drug & alcohol testing
SCAC codes
BOC3 service (free for OOIDA members)
IFTA tax reporting (through third-party vendor)

If you need assistance or information regarding your trucking business, want help in
handling some of the paperwork, or are seeking advice on what you believe to be unfair
business practices and treatment, call OOIDA Business Services.

Call 800-444-5791
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OpEd

Opinion I Editorial

Mandatory speed limiters
would cause more deaths

The numbers are pretty clear. Truck
drivers are not at fault for the majority
of truck-involved fatal crashes.
Steve Owings founded Road Safe America after his son
was killed in a truck-involved crash. The truck was going
8 mph over the posted limit using cruise control. Road
Safe America has an emotional investment that people can
understand. When something tragic happens to a loved
one, our emotional response is to do something about it.
In Road Safe America’s case, it wants to prevent this from
happening to someone else by way of passing
safety legislation.
Road Safe America claims that had that truck involved in
the Colorado crash been speed limited the crash would have
been prevented or significantly reduced the injuries and
deaths. It’s worth noting that the truck was going 85 mph.
In an op-ed published in the Denver Post, Road Safe
America cites a Texas A&M Transportation Institute
study which found that “‘speeding’ was one of the driving

TRUCKING

HISTORY
JULY 1979
Bill Moon held the first Walcott Truckers
Jamboree at the Iowa 80 Truck Stop as
a “thank you” to his customers. A few
hundred drivers attended the first show.
12 LAND LINE
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behaviors that ‘had the most impact on CMV (commercial
motor vehicle) at-fault crashes,’ and that ‘crashes with
speed citations had a 170% greater injury/fatality risk
per crash.’”
What that study does not point out is the percentage of
truck-involved crashes where the truck was the cause of
the crash. According to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration’s Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts 2017,
the passenger vehicle was coded with the driver-related
factor in 89% of fatal crashes involving trucks in which
there was a driver-related factor recorded, up from 86% in
2014.
Let’s also not forget a study published by the Ohio DOT
in 2017 that revealed that trucks are not to blame in 75% of
fatal crashes.
The numbers are pretty clear. Truck drivers are not at fault
for the majority of truck-involved fatal crashes.
According to the latest truck crash numbers from
FMCSA, more than 77% of fatal crashes involving a large
truck occur when the truck was traveling 65 mph or slower.
This means that only 22.6% occurred at speeds that Road
Safe America does not want truckers to drive. When you
account for the fact that truckers are typically not at fault,
what percentage of fatal crashes at speeds greater than
65 mph were the fault of the truck? Likely not enough to
justify speed limiters if the logic is to save thousands
of lives.
With that said, what would happen if we did put speed
limiters on all trucks? According to numerous studies, it
will backfire on safety advocates.
Even if speed limiters save some lives as a result of less
severe impacts, the net number of fatalities will likely
increase as a result of speed differentials. LL

The show now is attended by tens of thousands
of people annually.

on the 34-hour restart and added the
requirement of a 30-minute break.

JULY 14, 2009
Flying J and Pilot Travel Centers announced a
preliminary agreement to merge.

JULY 7, 2017
More than 100,000 tax refund checks
were mailed to truckers who were
members of a class action lawsuit
against the state of New York for
unconstitutionally discriminatory
registration and decal taxes. OOIDA
and New York agreed to a settlement
of $44.4 million in September 2016.

JULY 1, 2013
As of this date, commercial drivers were required
to comply with the hours of service final rule
that was published in the Federal Register on
Dec. 27, 2011. The final rule created limitations

© iStockphoto.com/tfoxfoto

Whenever there is a high-profile, truckinvolved crash, mainstream media is
STAFF WRITER
plagued with erroneous information from
various groups pushing a certain agenda. A recent crash in
Colorado on Interstate 70 is no exception, evoking calls for
mandatory speed limiters.
Among the groups using the isolated tragedy to support
its agenda is Road Safe America. According to its website,
the group advocates for legislation that would, among other
things, require speed limiters to be set at 65 mph.
Tyson Fisher
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Truckers transporting hemp deserve
compassion from Idaho county prosecutor
My mind is on three
truck drivers who
Chuck Robinson were transporting
COPY EDITOR
hemp across Idaho.
They were arrested
and jailed. They are being prosecuted
for drug trafficking. They were not
doing that, but that doesn’t matter,
it seems. The law is the law, we are
told, and these men could pay a high
price, thanks to the callousness of the
Ada County, Idaho, prosecutor and
the Idaho State Police.
A county prosecutor has to balance
wanting to be seen as tough on crime
with the need for compassion. I fear
that prosecutors expend whatever
compassion they feel they are allowed
on more sympathetic victims.
Do stoic, independent, selfsufficient truck drivers in general rate
high on that scale? I fear not, even
though among them are knights of the
highway and military heroes.
To the extent that prosecutors are
politicians, truck drivers can be
treated more sternly, more callously
because there’s little political
fallout. Truckers are not likely to
be constituents if they are driving
long-haul through a state or through
a county.
Well, there isn’t any political fallout
if we don’t contact them and let them
know they are being unfair to these
drivers transporting hemp.
Let me recap the story.
In May, we ran a couple of stories
related to a petition asking leniency
from Ada County Prosecutor Jan
Bennetts for three truck drivers
who are crosswise with the law for
transporting hemp through Idaho.
Federal law legalized hemp
production and industry in the farm
bill passed at the end of last year.
Hemp is grown from cannabis plants,
like marijuana, but does not have
enough of the psychoactive ingredient

JULY 2019
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THC to give a person a euphoric high
if ingested. State law in Idaho has not
caught up to federal law, though, and
hemp is as illegal as marijuana.
The three truck drivers whose lives
are at stake are Andrew D’Addario,
Erich Eisenhart, and Denis
Palamarchuk.

State law in Idaho
has not caught
up to federal law,
though, and hemp
is as illegal as
marijuana.
D’Addario and Eisenhart were
arrested April 12, 2018, for
transporting 915 hemp plants from
a licensed industrial hemp farm
in Colorado to a licensed farm in
Oregon. The men pleaded guilty
on April 9 to felony possession of
marijuana with the intent to deliver.
As of press time, they awaited
sentencing on June 25.
Palamarchuk was arrested Jan.
24, for hauling a trailer loaded with
6,700 pounds of hemp for Big Sky
Scientific, Boise, Idaho. Palamarchuk
is scheduled to go to court Oct. 2.
Legislators and petitioners have
gotten involved but to little avail
so far.
On May 22, Reps. Ilana Rubel,
D-Boise, and Dorothy Moon,
R-Stanley, submitted the petition
with more than 12,000 signatures
requesting leniency for the truck
drivers to the office of Ada County
Prosecutor Jan Bennetts. Bennetts
refused to meet with them. The
Change.org petition was created May
5 by Tracy Olson of Boise, Idaho. She
is an activist and real estate agent.

Reps. Rubel and Moon cosponsored legislation that would have
harmonized Idaho laws with federal
hemp regulation that handily passed
the Idaho House of Representatives
but was gutted in the Idaho Senate.
Besides the hemp/marijuana issue,
also at play here are mandatory
minimum sentencing laws, which tie
the hands of judges in sentencing.
That gives prosecutors more power,
more leverage.
Bennetts issued a joint statement
from her office and the Idaho
State Police. The final line of the
statement, though, seems ominous
for the affected truck drivers:
“Those of us who enforce Idaho’s
laws are bound by the laws which
currently exist, not those which
may exist at some future date.”
Perhaps, but a late May
memorandum from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture general
counsel says that in his opinion
federal law makes interstate
commerce of hemp legal, though
states may prohibit production of it
within their state boundaries.
So if you are of a mind to contact,
the Ada County Prosecutor’s Office,
below is the contact information.
Get your point across but be polite,
please. This isn’t the time to vent. If
you happen to live in the county, of
course, be sure to make that clear.
PHONE: 208-287-7700
MAIL: 200 W. Front St.,
Boise, ID 83702
EMAIL: AdaCountyProsecutor@
adacounty.id.gov
Sign the Change.org petition if you
want. Perhaps more signatures will
carry weight with state and county
officials. As of early June, the number
of signatures had passed 21,300. LL
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Falcon Transport abruptly closed recently.
Is this a one-off or do you foresee more
companies going under in the near future?
One-off.....................................................................16%
More. This is the tip of the iceberg..................................63%
Not in the near future, but just beyond it...........................21%
The American Bus Association is asking FMCSA
to exempt bus drivers from California meal and
rest break rules. Should FMCSA do it?
No. California has the rules for good reason................. 31%
No. It’s a special case when a driver’s load is people........ 37%
Yes to the ABA.............................................. 11%
Yes to all exemption requests................................ 21%
Have you named your truck?

Yes......................................................... 47%
No.......................................................... 44%
No, but someone has named it for me........................ 9%

Land Line offers polls on its website at LandLineMag.com
to gauge truckers’ opinions on issues of interest. Here are
some recent polls and their results.

)

If law enforcement ever has required
your truck to be nonconsensually towed,
how much was the towing fee?

A few hundred dollars......................................... 4%
Less than $5,000............................................. 8%
$5,000 to $10,000............................................ 4%
More than $10,000........................................... 2%
More than $20,000........................................... 5%
Knock on wood, has not happened.......................... 77%

)

Three truck drivers have been charged with
drug trafficking in Idaho for hauling hemp
across the state. Though hemp was recently
made legal by the federal government,
Idaho considers it the same as marijuana.
What do you think will happen?

The prosecutor will drop the charges........................ 51%
Truckers will get five years in prison due
to mandatory sentencing.................................. 27%
A plea deal will trim the prison time......................... 22%

Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com
click 1
in one of the circles to indicate the answer that best fits your opinion.
Suppoort_eagle_halfpg
5/8/19 11:25. To
AMvote,
Page
When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you up-to-date results, with your opinion included.

We need you!
Join or renew today!
800-444-5791 or ooida.com
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inBOX
Tandem Thoughts: Truckers transporting hemp
deserve compassion from Idaho county prosecutor
Thanks for raising awareness of this horrible situation.
My family was once saved by truckers when we were in a
car accident, and I think truckers are VERY deserving of
sympathy, justice, and fair application of the law.
Rep. Ilana Rubel, District 18, Idaho
The prosecutor needs to get over it.

Mitch Maynard
I got a ticket for having a 53 foot trailer in Idaho years
ago. Didn’t buy any of their potatoes for years.
John Ferrell
Despite petition, prosecutor firm on
hemp-hauling truckers’ charges
I do oversized loads. Every state has different laws.
I must observe them all. If you cannot read your bill
of lading and obey the law, you should not drive a
commercial vehicle.
Steven Johnson
What a colossal waste of time and money, not to mention
the harm being inflicted on the driver.
David Helms
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Appropriations committee passes spending bill,
votes down amendment
The 30(-minute rest break) is unnecessary. It does not
stop or reduce fatigue. I’m local and, more often than
not, it just extends my day.
Jonn Organ
Under-21 military drivers can apply for FMCSA pilot
program
And just because this works for veterans doesn’t mean it
will work for the general public.
Richard Pingel
Teamsters join fight against push for younger
drivers
In the military, they get actual training and are constantly
supervised and held accountable. In trucking, it’s a few
weeks training to pass a skills test and they’re turned
loose on the public highways.
Terri Lee White
CVSA seeks input on citing shippers
for not securing cargo
I don’t trust anyone. They won’t put anything on my truck
that I can’t see. It’s my license on the line.
Andrea Willett Collins
Continued on Page 17
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Stream Land Line Now
and spare your data

Listen to all the Land Line Now you want – and never
worry about data limits on your phone.
How is this wizardry accomplished, you ask? By using a
new app called Bullhorn.
With Bullhorn, you can listen to our podcasts the way
you listen to any other by using your data plan.
However, Bullhorn also gives
you the option of listening to
podcasts via a phone call –
it’s called the “Call to Listen”
function, and it’s an option
on any podcast you listen to
through Bullhorn.
And remember – nearly all
cellphone plans these days
have unlimited calling, meaning
you likely won’t have any worries about using up your
minutes or your data.
You can download Bullhorn from either Google Play
for your Android phone or the Apple App Store for your
iPhone. The app is free, and so is listening to our podcast
using it.
That way, if you missed our show on its regular time on
satellite radio, or you don’t have Sirius or XM, you can
hear all the news, insight, education and analysis offered
every single day on Land Line Now.
You can find information about Bullhorn at their website,
Bullhorn.fm. That includes links to the app on both Google
Play and the iPhone App Store. LL
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Require all shippers and persons who load to be held
responsible and require shippers to have a motor carrier
number of some type.
D.C. Neufeld

If CVSA is so worried about shippers interfering with
safety, maybe start looking at wait times?
Tom Conley
I can’t trust shippers/receivers to stop hitting the wagon
while they load/unload. So why in the hell would I trust
them to properly secure the load?
Ron Geary

I’d like to see shippers held responsible for drivers’ injuries
while securing or re-securing the load offsite, when the
driver is prohibited from properly securing the load at the
shipper.
Christopher Collins

Tandem Thoughts: Mandatory speed limiters will
cause more deaths
Both speed limiters and differential speed limits for truck
are anti-safety.
James C. Walker, National Motorists Association

If it’s not a sealed load, then the driver should check to
make sure that the load is secured. I wouldn’t pull a load
that’s not secured.
Dean Stout

It puts you in a dangerous situation when you can’t keep
up with traffic.
Lori Hemmelgarn

From Page 15

Instant 800 hotline that allows a driver to report violation.
Make it a conference call with the customer. Levy highdollar fines against customers for coercion and enforce
them. Drivers are already protected by coercion laws, and
no freight is worth more than life itself.
Alan Mentzer
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11 states push to end daylight saving time switch
I live in Arizona. We stay on standard time all the time
so in the summer we are Pacific time zone in the winter
we are mountain time zone. For some truck drivers this is
a nightmare because you’re always missing appointment
times not knowing Arizona does not change their clocks.
Keith Becker
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Speaking for truckers
OOIDA’s president tells
lawmakers about challenges
truck drivers face as part of a
House subcommittee hearing.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

T

estifying in front of the U.S. House of Representatives
Highways and Transit subcommittee, OOIDA
President and CEO Todd Spencer didn’t mince words
when discussing the current state of the trucking industry.
“Unfortunately, trucking has been fundamentally broken
for years, and conditions show little signs of improving,”
he said.
The only way out, Spencer told lawmakers, is to start
recognizing the vital role truck drivers perform for the
industry.
“Until Congress understands the most important
component in trucking is the driver, very little will
change,” Spencer wrote in his submitted testimony. “The
next steps you must take are clear – help make trucking an
appealing, safe and sustainable career.”
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The OOIDA president was one of eight witnesses to
testify at the June 12 hearing titled “Under Pressure:
The State of Trucking in America.” Spencer focused on
informing lawmakers about the hardships and challenges
truckers face every day and asking Congress to recognize
that many trucking regulations do little or nothing to
improve highway safety.
“Our members typically spend roughly 250 nights on the
road each year, keeping them away from family, friends
and the comforts of home,” Spencer wrote. “They often
work between 60 and 80 hours each week – a demanding
schedule that is rarely reflected in their paychecks. Some
even make less than minimum wage as a professional
driver.”
The challenges for the American truck driver don’t end
there, according to Spencer.
“Truckers work in extremely difficult conditions.
Inclement and unpredictable weather, dangerously
congested highways, and deteriorating roads add extra
stress and volatility to their jobs.”
Spencer went on to tell lawmakers that truck drivers
have to deal with excessive regulations that do not promote
safety, dishonest brokers, detention time, and a lack of safe
places to park.
All this while being the people who allow America’s
economy to keep moving.
“While the life of every American is intrinsically
JULY 2019
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s

dependent on the work of truckers,
they are widely treated as nuisances
by the motorists with whom they
In direct relation to driver pay,
share the roads – motorists who are
detention time is a big issue
far more likely to be responsible
for truck drivers. Many truck
for a crash involving a commercial
drivers spend hours every
motor vehicle,” Spencer wrote.
week waiting to be loaded or
“Things that many of us take for
unloaded while receiving no
granted, such as the ability to access
compensation for that time.
basic amenities and to park and
“It is a monstrous problem
– OOIDA President and CEO Todd Spencer
rest in a safe location, are daily
that has actually cost trucking
challenges for our members.”
as much as $3 billion a
The subcommittee spent about
year,” Spencer said. “The
three hours listening to the
way it works out it means
witnesses’ testimony and discussing the trucking industry’s
that driver workweeks are always going to be 70-80 hours
most pressing issues. Joining Spencer on the panel were
and sometimes more. They are not always working all of
Cathy Chase, president of Advocates for Highway and
those hours, but their time is being controlled by others. The
Auto Safety; Chris Spear, president of American Trucking
biggest bandits are shippers and receivers, and I should point
Associations; LaMont Byrd, director of the health and safety
out that some of them actually have the gall to charge drivers
department for the International Brotherhood of Teamsters;
for late deliveries.”
Jason Craig, director of government affairs for C.H.
Young added that detention time can lead to negative safety
Robinson Worldwide Inc.; Rodney Noble, senior director of
outcomes.
transportation global procurement for PepsiCo; Deputy Chief
“The detention time issue is really key,” he said. “The
Mark Savage of the Colorado Highway Patrol; and Andy
shippers and receivers aren’t regulated like the truck driver.
Young, a truck safety advocate.
So, ultimately, the shippers and receivers can abuse the entire

“The reasons drivers stay
are because of pay, benefits
and working conditions.
The reasons they leave are
for the lack thereof.”

Driver pay

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the median
pay for heavy-duty truck drivers was $43,680 in 2018. While
that equals $21 per hour based on a typical 40-hour work
week, it must be noted that it is not uncommon for a trucker
to work 80 hours in a week. As truck drivers are exempt
from overtime pay, the hourly rate for an 80-hour week
drops to $10.50. To put it in perspective, food and beverage
workers are paid an average of $10.45 per hour.
“There is a growing recognition that the way drivers are
compensated – by the load or mile, not by the hour – is
a problem,” said Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-D.C.
“Drivers face increased pressure to deliver goods … many
factors are beyond their control. For example, congested
roads and delays at shipper facilities.”
JULY 2019
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Detention time

federal motor carrier safety regulatory code and then escape
liability.”
Chase recently received a firsthand account of the problem.
“It struck me as I went on a ride-along, and we were sitting
there waiting for the load to arrive and be loaded, that I was
getting paid and the driver was not,” she said. “There was
some irony there.”

‘Burdensome’ regulations

Spencer expressed to lawmakers that more regulations
do not lead to more safety on the highways. At one point,
Spencer picked up a copy of the 700-page Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Regulations Handbook to give lawmakers an
idea about how many regulations truck drivers are forced to
follow. However, the regulations have not led to a decrease
Continued on Page 21
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Appropriations committee passes
spending bill, votes down amendment

The amendment failed by a vote of 29-22, keeping the
three provisions in the bill.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
he U.S. House of Representatives Committee on
supported the provision that would ban the use of funds
Appropriations approved the fiscal year 2020 THUD
to review and issue a decision on any petition to preAppropriations Act by a vote of 29-21 on June 4.
empt state meal and rest break laws that may differ
During the markup, Reps. Steve Womack, R-Ark.,
from federal regulations. In December, FMCSA granted
and Henry Cuellar, D-Texas, attempted to pass an
a petition from the American Trucking Associations to
amendment that would strike three trucking provisions
pre-empt California’s meal and rest break rules.
from the bill.
“We believe FMCSA erred in granting a 2018 ATA
Womack said the provisions aimed at stopping the
petition to pre-empt
FMCSA from pre-empting
California rules, especially
California’s meal and rest
considering the agency
break rules, preventing the
denied a similar petition 10
elimination of the 30-minute
years prior,” OOIDA wrote
rest break from federal
in a letter to lawmakers on
regulations, and allowing
June 3. “Congress has also
FMCSA to publish information
repeatedly rejected ATA’s
regarding analysis of
efforts to legislatively
violations developed under
impose a similar federal
the Compliance, Safety,
pre-emption. Section 133
Accountability program would
would block FMCSA
be harmful to the economy.
– Rep. Matt Cartwright, D-Pa.
from pre-empting meal
“It would place an
and rest break rules, thus
unacceptable burden on the
taking
a
necessary
step
to
ensure
that the drivers are
trucking industry,” Womack said. “These riders will do
compensated for their time.”
real harm to our economy.”
However, OOIDA supported removing the provisions
Rep. David Price, D-N.C., opposed the removal of
involving the mandatory 30-minute rest break and CSA
these three provisions.
data.
“This amendment would strike three provisions in
The bill states that no funds can be used to enforce a
our bill that are aimed at ensuring the safety of truck
rule that eliminates the 30-minute rest break in federal
drivers, bus drivers, and the general public.”
regulations. The Association has hoped the FMCSA’s
Rep. Matt Cartwright, D-Pa., said the three provisions
upcoming hours-of-service proposal would eliminate the
would help truck drivers, who are subject to “abusive
mandatory 30-minute rest break.
working conditions.”
“Truckers have long identified this rule as an overly
“Truck drivers in this country get paid by the mile.
burdensome requirement that does nothing to improve
They are put in the position by their employers and
highway safety,” OOIDA wrote. “In fact, OOIDA
dispatchers to try to make their money … and what ends
recently petitioned FMCSA to remove the provision
up happening is that they get put under intense pressure
Continued on Page 65
to drive too long.”
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

T
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“Truck drivers in this country get paid by
the mile. They are put in the position by
their employers and dispatchers to try
to make their money … and what ends
up happening is that they get put under
intense pressure to drive too long.”
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Speaking for truckers
From Page 19

in fatality crashes. Spencer used the electronic logging
mandate as an example. In January, a preliminary study
revealed that the ELD mandate has not reduced crashes.
“Looking at what the data shows, there is a disconnect
between compliance with the regulations and improved
safety outcomes,” Spencer said. “Most of the regulations
that are enforced that make up CSA (Compliance, Safety,
Accountability scores) have nothing to do with safety,
but that has been the focus.
“The rigidity of the regulations sometimes force drivers
to do things they don’t want to do.”

Retaining drivers

Several members of the panel agreed that increasing pay
is a good place to start in the effort to keep experienced
and safe drivers on the road. The turnover rate for large
motor carriers has consistently been 90% or more.

“We have to address the economic
issues for drivers, how they are paid
and the quirks that allow them to
work unlimited hours without any
kind of overtime compensation.”

© iStockphoto.com/utah778; © dell - Fotolia.com; © Tomasz Zajda - Fotolia.com

– OOIDA President and CEO Todd Spencer

“The reasons drivers stay are because of pay, benefits
and working conditions,” Spencer said. “The reasons
they leave are for the lack thereof. Many of the
regulations that are on the books today hold drivers
responsible for everything that could possibly go wrong,
but none of those really address the frustrations about the
lost time that drivers will spend in shipping and receiving
facilities. We’re talking about anywhere from 10 to 45
hours per week. That puts the workweek for a truck
driver to 80 or sometimes more hours a week.
“When someone is considering a career, do they take
one that works 40-45 hours a week and you’re home or
one that’s 80 hours or more with you being away from
home and you don’t make more money? I don’t think
that’s a real tough decision … We have to address the
economic issues for drivers, how they are paid and the
quirks that allow them to work unlimited hours without
any kind of overtime compensation.” LL
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director of government affairs. “First
and foremost, research and data has
consistently indicated younger drivers
are less safe behind the wheel than
their older counterparts.
“Additionally, expanding the driver
pool won’t solve large motor carriers’
precarious retention problem, which
they knowingly misidentify as a
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor
driver shortage. We suspect bringing
younger drivers into the long-haul
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
industry will enable these carriers
Administration is requesting
to continue to ignore the problems
comments on a potential second
that have kept driver turnover rates
pilot program to allow 18-, 19- and
exceptionally high – increasingly poor
20-year-olds to operate a commercial
working conditions and inadequate
motor vehicle in interstate commerce.
compensation. In fact, lowering
In July 2018, FMCSA published
the minimum age requirement for
a notice announcing the details of
interstate drivers to 18 may very well
exacerbate these
problems.”
“OOIDA naturally has concerns
The OOIDA
about efforts by large motor
Foundation has cited
statistics that younger
carriers to allow teenagers to
drivers are more
become interstate drivers.”
likely to receive a
– Collin Long, OOIDA’s director of government affairs
traffic conviction or
violation, and a recent
a pilot program that would allow
federal report from the U.S. Bureau
18- to 20-year-old military veterans
of Labor Statistics affirmed OOIDA’s
and reservists to drive interstate. A
stance that there isn’t a shortage of
possible second pilot program would
truck drivers.
involve nonmilitary drivers.
OOIDA contends that without a
FMCSA’s notice and request for
driver shortage, there seems to be
comments regarding the second pilot
no justification for the DRIVE-Safe
program published in the Federal
Act, which would lower the interstate
Register on May 15.
driving age to 18. Current federal
The Owner-Operator Independent
regulations allow 18- to 20-year-old
Drivers Association is against the
drivers to operate a commercial motor
continued efforts to allow younger
vehicle within a state.
truck drivers to cross state lines,
The International Brotherhood of
saying it will lead to a decrease in
Teamsters also spoke out against
safety and allow large motor carriers
FMCSA’s attempt to start a second
to pay lower wages.
pilot program.
“OOIDA naturally has concerns
“The decision by the FMCSA to
about efforts by large motor carriers to
propose a pilot program that would
allow teenagers to become interstate
lower the commercial driver’s
drivers,” said Collin Long, OOIDA’s
license restriction from 21 to 18 is of
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grave concern to those who use the
roadways as their workplace every
day,” Teamsters General President Jim
Hoffa said in a statement.
Hoffa added that the FAST Act
approved a pilot program specifically
for military veterans.
“FMCSA was told it could do so in
a highly controlled manner using only
veterans and other members of the
military who had experience during
their time in the service,” he said.
“That safeguard was an important step
toward counteracting the enormous
safety risks inherent with having
teenagers running tractor trailers
across long distances. Ignoring that
decision and unilaterally deciding to
explore a much broader pilot program
represents a dismissive wave of the
hand to the will of Congress.”
FMCSA requests comments on
the training, qualifications, driving
limitations, and vehicle safety
systems the agency should consider in
developing options or approaches for
a second pilot program for younger
drivers.
“We want input from the public on
efforts that offer the potential to create
more jobs in the commercial motor
vehicle industry, while maintaining
the highest level of safety,” FMCSA
Administrator Ray Martinez said
in a news release. “We encourage
all commercial motor vehicle
stakeholders to submit comments on
a potential interstate pilot program for
younger drivers.”
Comments will be accepted until
July 15 and can be submitted at
Regulations.gov by including Docket
ID FMCSA-2018-0346, or by mailing
Docket Management Facility; U.S.
Department of Transportation; 1200
New Jersey Ave. SE; West Building
Ground Floor Room W-12-140;
Washington, D.C. 20590-0001. LL
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FMCSA seeks comments on expanded
pilot program for under-21 nonmilitary drivers
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Applications open for military under-21 pilot program
By Land Line staff

© Tomasz Zajda - Fotolia.com

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration is
accepting applications for its pilot program to allow some
military veterans and reservists who are under age 21 to
operate a commercial motor vehicle in interstate commerce.
FMCSA announced June 3 that the pilot program is open.
Eligible candidates must be between 18-20 years old and
possess the U.S. military equivalent of a commercial driver’s
license. Applicants must also be sponsored by a participating
trucking company.
“This program will help our country’s veterans and
reservists transition into good-paying jobs while addressing
the shortage of truck drivers in our country,” Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao said in a news release.
The pilot program was created by a mandate in the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation Act and is expected to run
for up to three years. During that time, the safety records of
these drivers will be compared to the records of a control
group of drivers.
While supportive of job opportunities for U.S. military
veterans, the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers

Association urges caution.
“OOIDA is proud to have approximately 50,000 military
veterans as members and supports government initiated
programs that promote veterans entering the trucking
profession,” the Association wrote in comments submitted
last year on the proposal. “OOIDA agrees that military
experience often lends itself to a successful career within
the industry. However, we have some reservations about
lowering the age of drivers to address a perceived driver
shortage.”
OOIDA said of the shortcomings of the program include
the small size of the study groups and a slant toward large
carriers. The Association also suggested that the program’s
data should be evaluated by an independent third party.
“Previous research has shown that most drivers under
the age of 21 lack the general maturity, skill and judgment
that is necessary in handling commercial motor vehicles,”
OOIDA wrote. “While military experience may offset
these scientific findings, the structure of the proposed
pilot program will make it difficult to determine safety
performance of under-21 veteran drivers compared to the
rest of the industry.” LL
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CVSA seeks FMCSA input on citing
shippers for not securing cargo
By Land Line staff

Who’s to
blame for load
securement
violations of
sealed loads
in cargo van
and intermodal
containers?
Right now, if a
cargo securement
violation is found in a sealed container, it’s the
driver who may end up with a violation ticket or
citation and could be placed out of service.
The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance is
seeking input from U.S. and Canadian trucking
regulations on how to hold shippers accountable for
improperly secured loads.
The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance wants
suggestions on how to hold shippers responsible for
improperly secured loads.
In a letter sent in May to regulating agencies in the
U.S. and Canada – including FMCSA Administrator
Ray Martinez – CVSA Executive Director Collin
Mooney writes that issuing citations or out-ofservice orders to drivers “does not address the root
cause of the improperly secured load” because those
loads are initially secured by shippers that don’t
always let the driver inspect what’s in the trailer.
“Shippers need to properly secure the contents
of the load prior to sealing, therefore not risking
the safety of the driver or the motoring public,”
the letter states. “Loads that move from the
shipper to a motor carrier in the current practice
place the responsibility on the receiver of the
freight. When loads change hands while in transit,
the responsibility is on the receiving party that
last signed responsibility of the load, which
includes ensuring that all proper cargo securement
requirements have been met. This practice is often
difficult for the driver because many shippers have
a policy that drivers cannot break the seal to inspect
the load.”
CVSA says it has developed a working group
made up of law enforcement and industry officials to
identify solutions to these problems and is seeking
feedback from regulators as well.
In the letter, the alliance asks the agencies to
look into how responsibility for load securement
violations can be properly assigned. LL
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Federal bill would raise fuel tax,
then repeal and replace it
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Rep. Earl Blumenauer, D-Ore.,
introduced a bill in May that would
increase the federal fuel tax by 25
cents and eventually replace it with
something else. While some applaud
the move, other groups, like the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association, are cautious of what it
could mean later.
On May 21, Blumenauer introduced
HR2864, informally known as
the Rebuild America Act of 2019.
Blumenauer’s bill wants to increase
the fuels tax by 5 cents a year over
five years and then index the tax to
inflation. Under the proposal, the
federal diesel tax would increase
from 24.3 cents to 49.3 cents.
The bill also puts Congress on the
hook to find a more equitable and
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stable funding source to replace the
fuel tax. That replacement will need
to be established within 10 years after
the bill is signed into law.
“The gas tax was last raised more
than 25 years ago, which means we
are paying for our 2019 infrastructure
needs with 1993 dollars. That is
unacceptable,” Blumenauer said
in a statement. “Our nation’s
infrastructure is falling apart as we
fall behind our global competitors.”
Some groups were quick to
embrace the bill, including the
American Trucking Associations and
Natso, the association representing
truck stops.
However, OOIDA was not so
quick to lend its support. While
the Association’s stated position is
that a fuel tax is the most equitable
way to fund infrastructure, the bill

FEDUP

asks Congress
to eventually
replace it with
something else.
A replacement
for the fuel
tax is mostly
likely to be a
vehicle miles traveled tax, a funding
mechanism OOIDA believes could
hit truckers harder than other
motorists.
HR2864 states that Congress
believes that by 2029 the fuel tax
should be repealed and replaced
with a more sustainable, stable
funding source. During congressional
hearings regarding infrastructure, the
idea of establishing a federal vehicle
miles traveled tax has been tossed
out numerous times without much
criticism from lawmakers. LL
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FMCSA, NHTSA seek input
on regulating automated driving systems
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration issued
advance notices of proposed rulemaking on the removal
of “unnecessary regulatory barriers” to the introduction of
automated vehicles in the United States. The notices were
published in the Federal Register on May 28.
The agencies seek input from the public about the
possibility of removing “unnecessary regulatory barriers”
relating to the introduction of automated vehicles in the
United States.
“FMCSA requests public comment about Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Regulations that may need to be amended,
revised or eliminated to facilitate the safe introduction of
automated driving systems equipped commercial motor
vehicles onto our nation’s roadways,” the advance notice
of proposed rulemaking stated. “In approaching the task
of adapting its regulations to accommodate automated
vehicle technologies, FMCSA is considering changes to
its rules to account for significant differences between
human operators and automated driving systems.”
The agency considers there to be five levels of
automation, from some driver assistance (Level 1) to full
driving automation (Level 5).
FMCSA’s notice includes about 40 questions regarding
commercial driver’s license endorsements, hoursof-service rules, medical qualifications, distracted
driving, safe driving, repairs and maintenance, roadside
inspections, cybersecurity, and confidentiality.
Some of the questions include:
n Should FMCSA consider amending or augmenting

n

n

n

n

the definition of “driver” and/or “operator” or define a
term such as “ADS driver” to reduce the potential for
misinterpretation of the requirements?
Should a CDL endorsement be required of individuals
operating an automated driving system-equipped
commercial motor vehicle?
Should hours-of-service rule changes be considered
if automated driving systems technology performs
all of the driving tasks while a human is off duty or
in the sleeper berth or physically remote from the
commercial motor vehicle?
Should some of the physical qualification rules
be eliminated or made less stringent for humans
remotely monitoring or potentially controlling
automated driving systems-equipped commercial
motor vehicles?
How should the prohibition against districted driving
apply to onboard operators responsible for taking

26 LAND LINE

1b - July 2019.indd 26

n

n

n

n

control of the commercial motor vehicle under certain
situations and to remote operators with similar
responsibilities?
What kind of routine or scheduled inspections should
be performed, and what types of automated driving
systems-related maintenance records should be
required?
Should motor carriers be required to notify FMCSA
that they are operating Level 4 or 5 automated driving
systems-equipped commercial motor vehicles?
What types of safety and cargo security risks may be
introduced with the integration of automated driving
systems-equipped commercial motor vehicles?
To what extent do automated driving systems
developers believe performance data should be
considered proprietary and withheld from the public?

Comments will be accepted until Aug. 26. You may
submit your comments at Regulations.gov by using
docket number FMCSA-2018-0037 or by mailing Docket
Management Facility, U.S. Department of Transportation;
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE; West building, room W12-140;
Washington, D.C. 20590-0001.
NHTSA’s advance notice of proposed rulemaking seeks
public comment on the near- and long-term challenges of
testing and verifying compliance for automated driving
systems vehicles that lack traditional manual controls
necessary for a human driver to maneuver the vehicle.
NHTSA’s notice includes 33 questions. Comments may
be submitted until July 29 using docket number NHTSA2019-0036.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association is
working on comments for the notices.
“The assumption that a commercial motor vehicle driver
will be anything other than a human is rather premature,”
said Jay Grimes, OOIDA’s director of federal affairs. “In
response to the advance notice of proposed rulemaking,
OOIDA will be providing feedback on the agency’s
questions regarding requirements of human drivers, hours
of service, and CDL endorsements, as well as many other
safety issues presented by the development of automated
vehicles.”
In March, OOIDA President and CEO Todd Spencer
told a panel in Washington, D.C., that America isn’t ready
for autonomous trucking.
“I don’t think it’s going to happen tomorrow, and I don’t
see how it could realistically happen without every aspect
of vehicles – not just trucks but every other vehicle on the
road – and the roadway system itself (being automated),”
Spencer said. LL
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FMCSA seeks input about truck drivers’ detention time
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration is requesting
information regarding driver
detention times and how it affects
roadway safety.
FMCSA submitted a request for
information that was published in the
Federal Register on June 10.
In 2011, the Government
Accountability Office recommended
that “FMCSA examine the extent
to which detention time contributes
to hours-of-service violations in its
future studies on driver fatigue and
detention time.”
FMCSA responded to the GAO
report by sponsoring a study in
2014 among a sample of motor
carriers. The study found that drivers
experienced detention time during
approximately 10% of their stops
for an average duration of 1.4 hours
beyond a commonly accepted twohour loading and unloading period.
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In 2018, DOT’s Office of Inspector
General reported that detention time
increased crash risks and costs but
that the current data limited further
analysis. The report recommended
that FMCSA collaborate with
industry stakeholders to develop
and implement a plan to collect
and analyze “reliable, accurate, and
representative data on the frequency
and severity of driver detention.”
Detention time is an issue the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association has been working to
address for years.
“We are very appreciative that
FMCSA is examining the issue, as
it is a significant safety concern,”
said Andrew King of the OOIDA
Foundation. “We are glad to see
that they are changing their view
concerning detention time from a
‘market efficiency problem’ to a real
issue that affects truckers every day.”
Some of the findings from OIG’s
report included that a 15-minute
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increase in time a truck spent at
a facility increased the average
expected crash rate by 6.2%, and that
detention time costs for-hire truck
drivers between $1.1 billion and

Some of the findings from OIG’s
report included that a 15-minute
increase in time a truck spent at
a facility increased the average
expected crash rate by 6.2%, and
that detention time costs for-hire
truck drivers between $1.1 billion
and $1.3 billion each year.
$1.3 billion each year.
Comments will be accepted until
Sept. 9. To submit comments, you
can enter Docket No. FMCSA2019-0054 at the Regulations.gov
website or mail Docket Management
Facility; U.S. Department of
Transportation; Room W12140; 1200 New Jersey Ave. SE;
Washington, D.C. 20590-0001. LL
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Ticket camera rule changes
approved, near passage in six states
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

S
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be responsible for paying court costs
and fees, even when a city wins an
appeal. Previously, vehicle owners
were on the hook for the costs.
Legislative activity on the issue of
automated cameras to ticket drivers
continues at statehouses from Texas
to Hawaii. Below is a sampling of
recent legislation being followed by
Land Line.

Texas
A newly signed law addresses the
use of automated enforcement
throughout the state.
According to IIHS, there are 54
communities throughout Texas that
employ red-light cameras. On the
other hand, at least six towns have
outlawed use of automated ticketing

programs.
The new law allows for cities
to continue current contracts with
camera companies until they run out,
except if the contract has a clause
that terminates it based on adverse
state legislation.
House and Senate lawmakers
approved a bill, HB1631, to prohibit
cities from using photo systems to
fine drivers for speeding or running
red lights.
Advocates say ending ticket
camera programs would prevent
cities from being incentivized to
issue tickets to increase revenues.
Opponents say local governments
should have the freedom to make
their own decision on whether or not
to use the programs.

Connecticut
House lawmakers voted to advance
legislation to permit the use of speed
cameras in maintenance work zones.
Automated enforcement cameras
could be used to detect drivers
exceeding the posted speed limit by
at least 12 mph when workers are
present.
Signs advising drivers of camera

© Tomasz Zajda - Fotolia.com

tate legislatures around the
country continue to discuss and
take action on the use of automated
cameras to ticket drivers.
More than 500 communities
around the country employ the use
of red-light or speed cameras to nab
drivers who disobey traffic rules,
the Insurance Institute of Highway
Safety reports.
Officials with the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association say
the focus on the revenue-generating
devices ignores the more logical
and reasoned approach to roads and
traffic: keep traffic moving in as safe
a manner as possible.
In recent months Ohio and
Pennsylvania state lawmakers
have taken action on the issue.
Effective this fall in Pennsylvania,
speed cameras can be posted in
active work zones on interstates and
federal aid highways.
The new law allows a fiveyear pilot program enabling the
Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation and the Turnpike
Commission to post speed cameras
along affected roadways.
In addition, a legislative
analysis reports the cameras could
raise in excess of $30 million
annually with the state’s take
being allotted to the State Police,
PennDOT, Turnpike Commission,
and Motor License Fund.
Meanwhile, across the state line
in Ohio a new rule is intended to
discourage local governments’ use
of red-light and speed cameras.
Specifically, the state can withhold
tax revenue-sharing dollars from
locales that employ the automated
ticketing devices.
Cities that issue citations from
camera enforcement systems would
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enforcement would be required at
affected work zones.
The bill, HB6392, has moved to
the Senate for further consideration.

North Carolina
One bill halfway through the
statehouse would revise rules on the
use of red-light cameras in multiple
Cumberland County locales.
State law already permits 19
cities around the state and the
municipalities in Union County to
use the ticket tool cameras.
The House approved a bill to
permit the towns of Hope Mills and
Spring Lake to use red-light cameras.
Fine amounts in the two towns,
and in the city of Fayetteville,
would be set at $100 – up from the
current $75 fine. The remaining

OOIDA says the focus on the revenue-generating
devices ignores the more logical and reasoned
approach to roads and traffic: keep traffic moving in
as safe a manner as possible.

communities would continue to
collect $75 fines.
H105 is in the Senate.

Hawaii
The Legislature reached agreement
on a bill to advance efforts to use
red-light camera enforcement
systems throughout the state.
House and Senate lawmakers
compromised on a version of
the bill to study and to make
recommendations on how to operate
the camera systems in all counties.
At the same time, a committee will
study how much money counties will

need to run their own systems.
The chambers previously approved
differing versions of the legislation.
The House version called for setting
up a committee to develop policies
for counties to follow before the
ticket devices can be installed along
their streets. The same requirement
would be applied for the city of
Honolulu.
Senators approved a version of the
bill to permit counties to set up redlight camera enforcement systems.
The compromise version of SB663
has since moved to Gov. David Ige’s
desk. LL

ow
h
s
e
r
i
t
n
e
Our
e–
n
i
l
n
o
w
o
is n
ay.
d
e
l
g
n
i
s
y
ever
Listen anytime, anywhere,
on any device.
Get the in-depth information you’ve
come to rely on at LandLineNow.com
or on your favorite podcast app.
Of course you can always tune in daily
at 7pm EST, and 4pm PT on Sirius XM
Channel 146.
Call an advertising representative at 816-229-5791 to
find out about advertising on our podcast.

The Best Information on Trucking Radio
JULY 2019

1b - July 2019.indd 29

LAND LINE 29

6/13/19 4:42 PM

STATETREND

States roll out new laws
From fuel tax increases to truck parking –
brand-new laws are on the books this month.
Truckers must be on constant
watch for new rules that could
affect them as they drive from
point A to point B. Fresh off
legislative action in states around
the country, July is one of the
leading months for new laws to
take effect. Below are some notable
laws that Land Line found.

Fuel taxes
Approved as part of a two-year
transportation budget deal in Ohio,
the state’s fuel tax rates are slated
to be increased on July 1.
The 28-cent gas tax will be raised
10.5 cents to 38.5 cents. The diesel
rate will increase by 19 cents to
47 cents.
The Ohio Department of
Transportation says each penny
increase in the fuel tax will result
in additional $67 million annually.
The state DOT will receive 55% of
the new revenue and local
governments will claim the rest.
The Ohio Constitution requires
fuel tax revenue to be used solely
30 LAND LINE
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for road and bridge work.
A fuel tax rate increase is also
coming to California.
Specifically, the gas tax will
increase by 5.6 cents per gallon on
July 1.
The increase is part of a 2017
transportation funding deal that
raised diesel by 20 cents and gas
taxes by 12 cents.
The excise rates on gas and
diesel will also be adjusted for
inflation beginning in July 2020.
Also in effect July 1 in Nevada
is a new law to authorize county
commissions in counties with
fewer than 100,000 people to add a
tax of up to 5 cents per gallon on
diesel purchases. SB48 would
require additional diesel revenue
raised to be used for local road
construction and maintenance. A
portion of tax collections would be
allotted to construct, maintain or
repair truck parking in counties that
sell more than 10 million gallons of
diesel annually.
Another provision is included for
eligible IFTA carriers to receive a
reimbursement of the county tax
consumed outside of Nevada. The

provision would be applied in
counties that sell more than
10 million gallons of diesel
annually.

Truck rules

In Washington, a new law
effective July 28 is intended to help
ease parking concerns for
professional drivers.
The Washington State
Department of Transportation owns
and operates 47 rest areas. The
agency reports that most are open
to the public 24 hours each day.
State law allows visitors to park
at facilities for up to eight hours
daily. There is no time restriction if
the vehicle is disabled.
SB5506 permits the state DOT to
change allowable parking time
from eight hours per day to fewer
than eight hours.
The Washington State Police is
allowed to impound disabled
vehicles after 48 hours.
Commercial vehicles are exempt
from the new rules. Additionally,
affected trucks are permitted to
park at rest areas for up to an hour

© Scanrail - Fotolia.com

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor
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Platooning
Revised statutes in Iowa and the
Dakotas cover the minimum
requirements for vehicle following
distances.
Iowa statute reads that no large
truck may operate within 550 feet
of another truck.
HF387 does away with the
distance minimum for autonomous
trucks.
Similarly in South Dakota,
law states that a driver shall not
follow another vehicle more closely
than is “reasonable and prudent.”
Specific to trucking, the rule
defines the distance as within 550
feet on a highway.
The revised rule in HB1068
permits platooning vehicles to
travel within the restricted distance
between vehicles.

Across the state line in North
Dakota, the reasonable and
prudent provision also is included
for vehicle following distances.
HB1199 relaxes the rule solely
for platoons. The new rule takes
effect on Aug. 1.

Road safety

A Florida law makes texting
while driving a primary offense.
Use of any handheld wireless
communication devices also will be
forbidden in construction zones.
In Kentucky, a new law
doubles fines for speeding in active
work zones. Fines would amount to
$100. Ticket revenue would be used
to pay for “enhanced law
enforcement” within the affected
areas. LL
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beyond federally mandated rest
periods.
A new Virginia law adds the
town of Cape Charles to the list of
communities that are allowed to
regulate or prohibit parking on any
public highway of vehicles that
include commercial vehicles.
As of July 1, Northampton
County will be added to the list of
five towns and five counties in
Virginia to have authority to
regulate or prohibit large vehicles
from parking along roadways.
The first of the month in Iowa
marks the start date of a new law to
permit stinger-steered transporters
up to 80 feet – up from 75 feet. The
overhang can be up to 4 feet on the
front and up to 6 feet on the rear of
the combination. The previous
maximum overhang lengths were
3 feet and 4 feet.
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STATESIDE SPECIAL

New Texas laws cover variety of truck issues

T

he Texas Legislature recently
wrapped up their work for the
year after approving some notable
bills for the trucking industry.
Multiple bills signed into law – or
expected to be signed soon – by
Gov. Greg Abbott will ramp up
truck enforcement efforts in certain
areas around the state. Specifically,
the door has been opened for
local law enforcement to enforce
commercial vehicle safety standards.
Currently, the Texas Department
of Public Safety is solely
responsible for enforcing overweight
rules. Certain exceptions are made
for select counties. Overweight
fines range from $100 to $10,000,
depending on how many pounds the
truck is overweight.
A group of bills to expand the
list of law enforcement agencies
to enforce truck rules now are law.
They take effect on Sept. 1.
One new law includes law
enforcement officers in the city
of Jacksonville.
Another new law permits certain
police officers in the Permian Basin
to become certified by the state to
inspect trucks. In addition to greater
enforcement efforts in West Texas,
the rule includes a provision to
include the South Texas locale of
McMullen County.
A separate new law permits
certain police officers in the city of
Katy to enforce commercial vehicle
standards for overweight trucks.
Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham,
32 LAND LINE
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Bridge strikes
Gov. Abbott also signed into law a
bill intended to reduce overpass and
bridge strikes from over-height
large trucks.
The rule specifies the owner of the
vehicle would be strictly liable for
any damage to a bridge or overpass
caused by vehicle height. Drivers of
the over-height vehicle could also
be charged.
Violators would face misdemeanor
charges. The charges could not
exceed the cost of the damages.
“Like so many West Texans,
I’m frustrated with how frequently
overpasses in the Permian Basin
are being struck,” Rep. Brooks
Landgraf, R-Odessa, said in
previous remarks. “These bridge
strikes compromise highway safety,
cause traffic congestion and cost
taxpayers up to millions of dollars
in repairs.”
Sen. Robert Nichols,
R-Jacksonville, added that in 2018
there were 82 overpass strikes
across Texas. He referred to figures
from the Texas Department of
Transportation that show damages
alone topped $20 million.
Despite the high dollar amount,

less than $3.6 million has been
collected from the drivers and
companies responsible.
The law takes effect Sept. 1.

Oversize and
overweight vehicles
Another new law in effect Sept. 1
is intended to improve safety on
roadways.
The state will be required to
include information about oversize
and overweight vehicles in the
curriculum of driver education and
driving safety courses.
Advocates say concerns have been
raised that drivers are not adequately
trained.
The law calls for including
methods of safely operating a
vehicle near an oversize and
overweight vehicle. Information
would also be included about safe
following distances and passing
methods.

Ports of entry
In addition to several new trucking
laws, a pair of trucking bills passed
the state legislature and were
awaiting the governor’s signature as
of press time. One bill covers wait
times for loads at ports of entry.
House and Senate lawmakers
have each voted in favor of a bill
that addresses increased trade traffic
along the Texas-Mexico border.
HB2155 is touted to aid perishable
loads crossing into South Texas.
If signed into law, the bill would
reauthorize a grant program for
nonprofits to reduce wait times for
agricultural inspections at ports
of entry along the Texas-Mexico
border. A 2015 grant approved by
the Texas Legislature provided
$625,000 to help eliminate backups.
This year’s legislation calls
for allowing local governments
to help pay for overtime and/or
increased agricultural inspectors

© niroworld - Fotolia.com

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

pointed out the change makes police
officers in the Harris County locale
eligible to apply for certification to
enforce overweight truck rules.
She said during previous
discussion on SB636 that trucks are
using roadways in downtown Katy
to avoid Interstate 10 congestion.
Advocates add that DPS officers
do not have the resources to
continually police downtown Katy.
One bill, HB511, still on the
governor’s desk would authorize
a sheriff or a deputy sheriff in
Williamson County to apply for
certification to enforce truck rules.
The county is directly north of the
city of Austin.
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at international bridges during peak
times in hopes of shortening wait
times. The total amount of grants
awarded could not exceed $725,000
for the next two years.
The Texas Department of
Agriculture would be responsible for
monitoring and contracting the grant
recipients to ensure compliance with
state laws.
Due to staffing shortages at the
state’s ports of entry, Rep. Bobby
Guerra, D-McAllen, said trucks
transporting fresh produce experience
long wait times or do not make it
through the inspection process. As
a result, the shelf life is lowered,
which hurts the bottom line for Texas
importers.
If approved, the program would be
implemented Sept. 1.

Interstate 27 extension
One bill to advance to the governor’s
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desk is intended to help improve the
movements of goods and services
from Mexico into the western United
States, and ultimately into Canada.
HB1079 would require TxDOT
to study the “feasibility of certain
improvements” to extend Interstate
27.
Advocates say the extension of I-27
would make more economic sense
and help relieve congestion more
effectively than proposals to make
improvements along I-35.
The bill calls for setting up a Portsto-Plains advisory committee. The
panel would be made up of citizens
and officials that include ports,
chambers of commerce, and the
trucking industry.
Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock, said
the extension project would help to
alleviate congestion on I-35.
“It is a long distance from I-35 to
any legitimate north-south corridor

reaching up to Canada, or to Mexico.
We are woefully in need of developing
those north-south corridors,” Perry
testified.
Multiple regional committees would
comprise the Ports-to-Plains Advisory
Committee. Each regional committee
would study such issues as congestion
relief and freight movement, as
well as how to maximize the use of
existing highways “to the greatest
extent possible.”
TxDOT would be required to
submit a report on study results to the
governor and the Texas Legislature by
Jan. 1, 2021.
Figures previously provided by
TxDOT show the estimated cost for
the I-27 extension would be about
$7 billion.
“When you are trying to get
commerce and get traffic moved off
(I-35) it is a pretty good investment,”
Perry said. LL
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By Land Line staff

FLORIDA

A bill aimed at addressing the issue
of nonconsensual towing passed the
Missouri Legislature on May 17. As
of press time, the bill was awaiting a
signature by Gov. Mike Parson.
HR749, which creates a
towing task force to make
recommendations in matters relating
to the investigation of towing
companies overcharging truckers for
nonconsensual tows, was rolled into
a larger omnibus transportation bill.
The Owner-Operator Independent

Drivers Association and Missouri
Trucking Association supported the
towing bill, which was introduced
by Rep. Nate Tate. OOIDA has been
a staunch proponent for creating
consumer protections for truck
drivers who have to have their truck
towed away after a crash. Currently,
there is no process available for a
truck driver to contest an invoice
when they believe they were
overcharged for a nonconsensual
tow in Missouri.
“It’s a first step in a long process
to bring about some reasonable
regulations for heavy-duty
nonconsensual towing in the state
of Missouri,” OOIDA Manager of
Government Affairs Mike Matousek
told Land Line Now’s Terry
Scruton.
Matousek said he hopes the
towing task force will be created
in the fall. Part of the task
force’s duties will be to make

recommendations regarding what
information should be included
on every invoice with respect to a
nonconsensual tow.
A nonconsensual tow is one that
is initiated by law enforcement
with no opportunity for the trucker
to negotiate services or compare
prices. Without the ability to shop
around, OOIDA says it is common
for the price of these tows to be
inflated by thousands of dollars.
“This issue is getting after the bad
actors while mitigating the impact
on those who do things the right
way,” Matousek said.
OOIDA will work with the
Missouri legislature again in 2020 to
implement the recommendations.
“In my personal opinion, I think
the hard part is done,” Matousek
said. “We now have a structure and
process to move the ball forward
and hopefully finish our work
in 2020.” LL
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MISSOURI

OOIDA-backed bill creating
towing task force sent to governor

Plan for three toll roads can move forward
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

OOIDA believes increasing the fuel tax is the most
equitable way for states to generate additional revenue.
Florida officials have opted to go another route to get
transportation work underway.
Three new toll projects around the state have received
the green light to move forward.
Gov. Ron DeSantis has signed into law a bill to build
one new toll road and extend two others. Specifically, the
new law authorizes moving forward with an extension of
the Suncoast Parkway from the Tampa Bay area to the
Georgia line.
Senate President Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, has
called for extending the 150-mile-long project. He says it
would help the economies of rural areas along the path.
Additional projects include a toll road to connect
Polk County to Collier County, and a connector for the
Florida Turnpike west to the Suncoast Parkway.
“The time has come to prioritize these critical
infrastructure enhancements and to combine those
efforts with innovations that enhance surrounding
communities,” Galvano said in a statement.
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“The benefits of this type of long-term investment
in our infrastructure include regional connectivity that
enhances trade and tourism, congestion mitigation, and
evacuation routes.”
The three projects have a price tag totaling $45 million
in the proposed state budget. The cost will double next
year and reach $132 million in 2021. The cost will reach
$140 million beginning in 2022.
Advocates tout the roads as helping to relieve
congestion on Interstates 74 and 4.
Criticisms of the plan are largely focused on
environmental concerns. Opponents say the toll projects
will harm waterways and wildlife.
Gov. Ron DeSantis said on bill-signing day the
infrastructure improvements would be built with “great
sensitivity” toward the protection of the environment.
The new law will have task forces meet publicly and
study the three projects. Findings and recommendations
will be provided to the Florida Department of
Transportation. The agency will have the final say on
how each project moves forward.
Construction is expected to begin within three years.
Completion of the projects is set for 2030. LL
JULY 2019
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The American Trucking Associations continue to battle
Rhode Island in the courtroom over the state’s truckonly tolls. Now in the appellate court, ATA is arguing
that technically tolls are not taxes, and therefore a law
blocking lawsuits against taxes does not apply.
Per the Tax Injunction Act, lawsuits that “enjoin,
suspend or restrain” collection of state or local taxes,
except where no “plain, speedy and efficient remedy” is
available in state court are barred.
ATA said tolls are not taxes within that meaning. In its
brief, ATA states the dismissal “departs from the language,
history, policy and consistent judicial construction of
the Act.”
Backing its position, ATA claims that evoking the Tax
Injunction Act for tolls is unprecedented.
ATA says that the district court’s dismissal of its case is
the “only ruling, from any court, that has ever found the
Tax Injunction Act applicable to challenge to a highway
toll or similar user fee.”
The district court justified applying the Tax Injunction

Act to ATA’s lawsuit by explaining that for a toll to be
an actual toll there must be a “direct correlation between
the fee or toll and the use of the (tolled) property.”
The court stated that Rhode Island’s truck-only tolls,
“while dubbed ‘tolls,’ are really a highly targeted
and sophisticated tax designed to fund infrastructure
maintenance and improvements that would otherwise
need to be paid for by other forms of tax-generated
revenue.” Consequently, the court applied the Tax
Injunction Act to the case and granted summary judgment
to RIDOT Director Peter Alviti.
ATA countered that assessment by pointing out the
following regarding Rhode Island’s toll:
n Tolls are imposed by an agency, not the legislature.
n Tolls fall on only a very small subset of the
population.
n Amounts collected are placed in a special fund and
may not be directed to the state’s general fund.
n Tolls are administered by RIDOT and RITBA, not by
state tax officials.
n The legislature characterized the charges as tolls,
not taxes. LL

© kmls - Fotolia.com

Fuel tax rates in Illinois are on
the verge of doubling. In a nod to
truckers, the state also is prepared
to relieve professional drivers of a
burdensome tax collected for nearly
two decades.
The state now collects 19 cents
on each gallon of gas sold and 21.5
cents on diesel. The tax rates are
unchanged since 1990.
Dubbed “Rebuild Illinois,” a
$45 billion capital plan approved by
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the General Assembly and endorsed
by Gov. J.B. Pritzker will raise the
state’s fuel tax rates to 38 cents on
gas and 45.5 cents for diesel fuel.
“The Rebuild Illinois plan will
reinvigorate our economy and
strengthen our rightful status as
the transportation and supply chain
hub of the nation,” Pritzker said
in prepared remarks following the
bill’s passage.
The additional taxes and fees on
vehicles in SB1939 are estimated
to raise $2.4 billion annually. The
fuel tax rates also will be tied to
inflation.
The fuel tax rate increases go into
effect July 1.
A separate component of the
capital plan gives Chicago area
governments authorization to collect
a fuel tax of up to 8 cents.
The 177-page bill includes other
vehicle fee increases to take effect
on Jan. 1, 2020.

Most vehicles will see registration
fees raised from $98 to $148.
Registrations for 80,000-pound
trucks will increase by $100 to
$1,515 – up from $1,415.
One more provision in the
bill will end collection of the
commercial distribution fee.
Since 2004, the state has collected
a surcharge on annual registration
fees for vehicles between 8,001
pounds and 80,000 pounds. Once
set at 36%, the fee now is at
14.35%.
Truckers have long been required
for more than a decade to chip
in $400 to cover the commercial
distribution fee. On top of the
nearly $2,800 they already pay
for base plates, truckers pay about
$3,200 a year to tag their trucks in
the state.
Truckers say the fee amounts to a
tax on a tax. Effective July 1, 2020,
the tax on a tax will be removed. LL

ILLINOIS

Illinois doubles fuel tax rates, nixes truck fee

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

RHODE ISLAND

ATA argues tolls are not taxes in Rhode Island lawsuit
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STATE
WATCH

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

We know you don’t have time to keep up with all
the legislative action. That’s why your Association
keeps a close watch on the action for you.
Here you will find a midsummer roundup of
some significant happenings from around the
country.
For a complete rundown of state legislation,
visit LandLineMag.com.

related tax questions for this fall’s ballot.
HB1257 authorizes inclusion of a question asking
voters whether to permit excess revenues that now are
refunded to taxpayers to instead be kept by the state.
HB1258 states that upon voter approval the
excess revenue would be applied for education
and transportation. Public education and higher
education would receive two-thirds of the revenue and
transportation would receive the rest.

Alaska
One bill headed to the governor’s desk would lower the
legal age to possess an intrastate CDL from 19 years
to 18 years. SB75 includes a provision to lower the
minimum age requirement to drive truck interstate from
21 years to 18 years. The change is contingent on federal
law being modified from the current 21 years of age
requirement to operate a commercial vehicle interstate.

Louisiana
A bill on the governor’s desk would allot $700 million
for infrastructure work around the state. Specifically,
HB578 would use proceeds secured in the settlement
for the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Gulf oil spill to
pay for 10 key infrastructure projects that include
Lafayette’s Interstate 49 South and Shreveport’s I-49
North connector. The state receives $53 million in the
settlement. Money for the projects could be bonded to get
work underway sooner rather than later.

California
A bill halfway through the statehouse is intended to
codify the state Supreme Court’s Dynamex decision.
AB5 would “provide that the factors of the ABC test be
applied in order to determine the status of a worker as
an employee or independent contractor for all provisions
of the Labor Code and the Unemployment Code, unless
another definition or specification of ‘employee’ is
provided.” For more information on this case, see
page 38.

Nevada
One new law is intended to simplify one of the burdens
of proof commercial drivers are required to provide
law enforcement upon request. State law has required
most commercial drivers to provide a hard copy of their
certificate of vehicle registration. The same requirement
is in place for proof of vehicle insurance.
SB71 permits truck drivers to show proof of
registration via their smartphone. In addition, affected
drivers are authorized to provide proof of their user’s
license via an electronic device. Law enforcement will
be relieved from any liability for damage to an electronic
device when it’s presented as proof
of registration.

Colorado
State lawmakers have approved legislation to delay a
public vote on whether to tap $2.3 billion in bonds to pay
for transportation work. Most of
the bond money – 85% – would
be allotted for state highway
projects. Transit would claim
A new law lowers the age
15%. Concerns about a growing
requirement to possess a
list of state spending questions on
commercial driver’s license
the upcoming fall ballot spurred
from 21 to 18. HB479 affects
legislators to approve delay.
intrastate driving only. Drivers
The passage of SB263 delays
under 21 still are prohibited
the transportation question from
from transporting hazardous
appearing on the ballot until the
materials or oversized loads.
November 2020 election.
The rule change takes effect in
The General Assembly has
February 2020.
approved two transportation-

Alabama
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Oregon
A bill that has the backing of
Gov. Kate Brown would abolish
time changes to maintain daylight
saving time throughout the year.
The portion of the state in the
Mountain Time Zone (Malheur
County) would be exempted from
permanent daylight saving time. In
addition to the necessary approval
from Congress for the change to
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Montana

take effect in Oregon, SB320 states that both Washington and
California would also need to agree to the switch.
Tennessee
Gov. Bill Lee has signed into law a bill that calls for year-round
observance of daylight saving time. HB247 states the change is
reliant on the federal government permitting states to take action.
Texas
The use of automated enforcement cameras now is outlawed.
The new law allows for cities to continue current contracts with
camera companies until they run out, except if the contract has a
clause that terminates it based on adverse state legislation.
Previously HB1631, the new law prohibits cities from using
photo systems to fine drivers for speeding or running red lights.
Utah
A new law already in effect permits so-called lane splitting, or
lane filtering, with motorcycles. HB149 authorizes motorcyclists
to travel between lanes only on roads posted at 50 mph or less.
Traffic on roadways with two adjacent lanes must be stopped and
the motorcycle must travel at less than 15 mph. The new rule
includes a sunset date of July 1, 2022.
Virginia
One new law removes a requirement that people with unpaid
court costs have their driving privileges suspended. As long as
the affected person’s license has not already expired, they can pay
any underlying court costs and fines and get back on the
road legally.
Washington
Gov. Jay Inslee has signed into law two bills of note. SB5825
authorizes the state to bond up to $1.5 billion. The borrowing
will help get work done on Interstate 405 and state Route 167.
Additionally, the new law permits the state to expand express
toll lanes on I-405 and SR 167. New toll lanes are designated for
state Route 509.
HB1196 calls for Congress to authorize the state’s observance
of year-round Pacific Daylight Time. LL

JULY 2019

1c - July 2019.indd 37

Congratulations to the 2019/2020
OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarships winners!

Congratulations!

A new law raises truck speeds. HB393 increases the
speed limit for trucks on interstate highways from 65
to 70 mph throughout the day. Truck speeds on all
other highways will be set at 65 mph for all hours of
the day. Posted speed on rural interstate highways will
be increased from 70 to 75 mph.

First place scholarship winner:

Briana Jimenez,
Omaha, NE – $2,000
Stepdaughter of OOIDA member,
Edgar Escalera

Kincaid Johnson
Nocona, TX – $1,000

Stepdaughter of OOIDA
member, Philip Ward

Emily Holland
Olin, NC – $1,000
Granddaugher of OOIDA
member, Rome Carl Ladd, Jr.

Hunter Eaton

Mount Airy, NC – $1,000

Grandson of OOIDA member,
James Scales

Diana Tkachuk
Newburgh, IN – $1,000
Daughter of OOIDA member,
Mikhail Tkachuk

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.

www.ooidafoundation.org
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Dynamex decision
In 2018, the California Supreme Court’s Dynamex
decision established the ABC test, which considers all
workers to be employees unless the hiring business
demonstrates that all of the factors are established:

A

That the worker is free from the control
and direction of the hirer in connection
with the performance of the work, both
under the contract for the performance
of the work and in fact.

B

That the worker performs work that is
outside the usual course of the hiring
entity’s business.

C

That the worker is customarily engaged
in an independently established trade,
occupation, or business of the same
nature as that involved in the work
performed.

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

A

ruling from the California Supreme Court
regarding how workers are classified, as
well as the state’s meal and rest break
laws, has prompted an abundance of
court cases that could greatly affect the trucking
industry.
At issue is how courts will determine if a
truck driver is an employee or an independent
contractor and whether or not trucking
companies are on the hook for meal and rest
breaks when their drivers operate in California.
The results of these cases in the coming
years could pave the way for a big shift in how
trucking companies function.
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While the ruling affected all California businesses, it
specifically caused an uproar in the trucking industry.
The Western States Trucking Association, as well as the
California Trucking Association, quickly filed lawsuits.
The trucking groups argue that factor B makes it

© designer491 - Fotolia.com

Trucking industry
watches closely
as lawsuits over
Dynamex, meal and
rest breaks persist.
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While the ruling affected
all California businesses,
it specifically caused
an uproar in the
trucking industry.

impossible for a trucking company
to hire an independent contractor to
haul a load.
“Basically, if a trucking company
contracts with an owner-operator in
any way, you cannot pass the B part
of the test,” Western States wrote
on its website. “Should an owneroperator you contracted with decide to sue you, and the
case were class certified, the financial liability is massive.”
Western States contended that Dynamex was pre-empted
by the Federal Aviation Administration Authorization Act,
federal safety regulations, and the Commerce Clause,
which pertains to interstate commerce.
In March, however, Judge Morrison C. England Jr. for
the U.S. District Court of the Eastern District of California
ruled that the Dynamex decision does not create an
excessive burden to interstate commerce.
“Western States’ claim that Dynamex invalidates the
use of independent contractor drivers, and consequently
affects interstate commerce, is unavailing,” Judge England
wrote. “California’s wage orders do not prohibit the use of
such drivers. Instead, they simply provide a framework for
establishing whether a given individual should be deemed
an employee or an independent contractor.”
California Attorney General Xavier Becerra lauded
the decision.
“This court ruling is a victory for truck drivers and all
California workers who put in the time and labor at the
behest of their employer,” Becerra said in a news release.
“The courts have once again demonstrated that it is well
within a state’s right to establish standards for those
working within its borders.”
However, the ruling will not keep Western States from
continuing its fight. On April 18, the group filed a challenge
with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.
“The case sets up the question of how a trucking
company can use independent trucking contractors without
violating the B prong of the ABC test,” Western States
wrote in its online newsletter on March 29.
“We are looking forward to our legal arguments being
heard on appeal. We will be perfecting the appeal shortly
and remain committed to taking this question to the U.S.
Supreme Court if necessary.”
Earlier in March, the U.S. Supreme Court decided not to
review a previous ruling over whether federal law preempted California’s use of the Borello standard, which
was the precursor to the ABC test. The California Trucking
Association argued that the Borello standard disrupts the

contractual arrangements between
owner-operators and motor
carriers, which is inconsistent with
Congress’ deregulatory goals under
the Federal Aviation Administration
Authorization Act of 1994.
The FAAAA prevents a state
from enacting or enforcing “a law,
regulation, or other provision having the force and effect of
law related to a price, route, or service any motor carrier …
with respect to the transportation of property.”
In Judge A. Wallace Tashima’s opinion for the Ninth
Circuit, however, he wrote that the Borello standard is not
related to prices, routes or services and therefore is not preempted by federal law.
After the U.S. Supreme Court elected not to hear the case,
the California Trucking Association said it would focus on
fighting the Dynamex decision.
“The misclassification issue and the ability for truckers to
be independent contractors continues,” California Trucking
Association CEO Shawn Yadon said in a statement. “We
remain hopeful our legal challenge to California’s more
recent Dynamex ruling, which is an essential outright ban
on independent contracting, will demonstrate to the court
the dire impact the state’s quest to eliminate small-business
trucking will have on interstate commerce.”
While similar to Western States’ case, the California
Trucking Association said its lawsuit shows that the
Dynamex decision affects routes and services, as well
as prices.
The judge in the western states case “dismissed the
plaintiff’s challenge to Dynamex under the FAAAA,
concluding that ‘the mere fact that increased costs may
result does not trigger pre-emption,’” the California
Trucking Association wrote in its response filed in the
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California
on April 3. “But even if that is true, it is of no relevance
here, where plaintiff’s first-amended complaint contains
well-pleaded factual allegations plausibly suggesting that
application of Dynamex ‘directly impacts’ not only prices
but also the services and routes that CTA’s members offer
their customers.”
The California Trucking Association added that it
believes it “will be able to prove that the Dynamex rule
imposes very significant burdens on interstate commerce.”

OOIDA’s view
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association is
Continued on Page 40
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From Page 39

following the cases related to the Dynamex decision.
“The Dynamex decision is very controversial and very
complex,” OOIDA’s Manager of Government Affairs
Mike Matousek said. “We’re not going to use such certain
terms when describing its ultimate impact on motor
carriers and owner-operators in California. However, we
are paying close attention to the extensive and ongoing
litigation.”
Matousek added that much of this stems from trucking
companies taking advantage of truck drivers along
the California ports. In 2017, USA Today published
an investigative series that looked into subcontracting
schemes that allegedly exploit truckers at the ports of Los
Angeles and Long Beach. Some of the reports said there
were truckers who were being paid $150 a day but had to
pay $140 per day in leasing fees.
“California carriers – in particular those in the ports
– misclassify drivers,” Matousek said. “California
lawmakers have responded to that. Perhaps carriers
wouldn’t be in this position if they treated drivers better
and paid them a living wage.”
OOIDA’s main concern in all of this is to protect the
rights of the men and women behind the wheel.
“It’s impossible to predict how this will play out,
especially considering all of the parties involved,”
Matousek said. “We represent truck drivers, so if this ends
up negatively impacting our membership we’ll absolutely
get more involved, but I think we’re a ways from that
point.”

Dynamex applies retroactively,
court says
Adding to the saga over the Dynamex decision, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit determined in
May that the standard for classifying workers applies
retroactively.
As part of a wage case between a class of janitors and
an international cleaning business (Jan-Pro Franchising)
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that dates back to 2008, the Ninth Circuit panel ruled
on May 2 that the ABC test adopted in the Dynamex
decision applies and vacated a lower court’s grant of
summary judgment. The Ninth Circuit kicked the case
back to the district court, saying it should consider all
three factors in the ABC test.
“We conclude that Dynamex does apply retroactively,
that none of Jan-Pro’s other efforts to avoid reaching
the merits are viable, and that the case must be
remanded to the district court to consider the merits in
light of Dynamex,” Judge Frederic Block wrote in his
opinion for the Ninth Circuit.
While the Jan-Pro lawsuit involves a cleaning
company, the Ninth Circuit’s ruling could lead to an
increase in wage suits in the trucking industry as well.
The ruling “could be devastating to many businesses
and requires their attention now,” Jeffrey Horton Thomas,
a lawyer at Akerman LLP’s California office, told
Bloomberg law.

California’s meal and
rest break laws
In December, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration announced that California’s meal and
rest break laws were pre-empted by the agency’s hoursof-service regulations as applied to property-carrying
commercial motor vehicle drivers.
The state’s meal and rest break laws require employees
to be provided an off-duty 30-minute break for every five
hours worked and a 10-minute off-duty break for every
four-hour period. The law has led to many class action
lawsuits by commercial drivers.
Granting the petitions from the American Trucking
Associations and Specialized Carriers and Rigging
Association, FMCSA Administrator Ray Martinez said
the rules were “incompatible” with federal regulations.
“Safety is FMCSA’s top priority, and having uniform
rules is a key component to increasing safety for our
truck drivers,” Martinez said in the December news
release. “During the public comment period, FMCSA
heard directly from drivers, small-business owners and
industry stakeholders that California’s meal and rest break
rules not only pose a safety risk but also lead to a loss in
productivity and, ultimately, hurt American consumers.”
The Teamsters and the California Labor
Commissioner’s Office promptly filed challenges in the
Ninth Circuit.
“It is well within a state’s rights to establish standards
for the welfare of our workers,” Becerra said. “Truck
drivers, like every other person protected under
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California’s labor laws across hundreds
of different industries, deserve adequate
meal and rest breaks.”
Under a previous administration,
FMCSA rejected a similar petition about
pre-empting California’s break laws.
“More than a decade ago, FMCSA rejected a
similar petition that was submitted to FMCSA,”
OOIDA President Todd Spencer wrote in comments
on ATA’s petition. “In its decision, the agency
noted that California’s meal and rest break laws are not
regulations pertaining to commercial motor vehicle safety,
not unique to transportation, and the petition exceeded
FMCSA’s congressional grant of authority. There is nothing
in ATA’s petition that addresses these issues or would
otherwise cause the agency to reverse its earlier decision.”
In May, the American Bus Association petitioned
FMCSA to add drivers of passenger-carrying commercial
motor vehicles to the list of those who are exempt from
California’s meal and rest break rules. As of press time, the
agency hadn’t made a decision.
Also in May, the U.S. District Court for the Central
District of California granted partial summary judgment to
U.S.
motion regarding
California’s
and1 rest
LifeXpress’
Ins Ad_2_2018
1/4/19
1:46 PM meal
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“There is nothing in ATA’s
petition that addresses these
issues or would otherwise
cause the agency to reverse
its earlier decision.”
– OOIDA President
Todd Spencer
break laws. A class of truck drivers filed suit against U.S.
Xpress in 2016, claiming wage and meal and rest break
violations.
The court said it lacked the authority to review the merits
of FMCSA’s decision to pre-empt.
The decision by the court points to a potential shift in
favor of the trucking companies in these cases, or at least
until the Ninth Circuit rules in the challenges to FMCSA’s
decision.
“This court is bound by the FMCSA order and will apply
the order unless and until it is invalidated by the Ninth
Circuit,” the California federal court wrote. LL

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and Puritan Life
Insurance Company of America of Austin, TX*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 11823 Winston-Salem, NC 27116.
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.

JULY 2019

1c - July 2019.indd 41

LAND LINE 41

6/13/19 4:34 PM

THE PARKING ZONE

New reports regarding local truck parking are
too numerous and small in scope to report
on individually. However, what each of these
news items means to the underlying national
problem is too significant to ignore. Below is
a roundup of the latest truck parking-related
news items from across the United States.
Local governments
cracking down on truck parking

Since the last Parking Zone, quite a few municipalities
across the nation have been installing ordinances that
address trucks parking within city limits, none of which
are good.
Police officers in San Benito, Texas, are enforcing
an ordinance that prohibits trucks from parking on
city streets that went into effect in 1995. Truckers who
normally park at the San Benito Industrial Park had
42 LAND LINE
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their vehicles towed, including one driver who has been
parking there for more than six years. The Valley Star
reports that there are 100 truckers living in the town.
Further east, officials in Orange County, Fla., are
considering increasing fines for truckers parking their
vehicles on residential streets, according to the Orlando
Sentinel. Currently at $30, the county commissioner
does not believe the low amount is an effective
deterrent. How much the county wants to raise the fine
is up in the air.
Also in Florida, Lee County passed an ordinance that
bans vehicles weighing more than 15,000 pounds from
being parked on the owner’s property, according to
WBBH-TV. Of course, the ordinance does not apply to
personal RVs because that would upset too many people.
Rather, Lee County wants to punish truckers directly by
setting arbitrary lines within its ordinances.
The Board of Aldermen in Ozark, Mo., approved an
ordinance that bans truck parking in residential zoning
districts at any time and parking in all other zones
from 5 p.m. through 8 a.m., peak times for the parking
shortage. The only exception is for loading
and unloading.
The Alabaster, Ala., city council voted 4-0 to ban
trucks from parking in the city in areas that are not
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer
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Municipalities
banning
truck parking;
high demand
for rest areas

explicitly designated for truck parking. Apparently, citizen
complaints led to the new ordinance. A $100 fine will
be handed out for the first offense, $300 for the second
offense and $500 for the third and subsequent offenses. The
police chief told the Alabaster Reporter that tickets will be
a last resort as officers will attempt to ask the drivers to
move first.

Rest areas making a comeback?

© HenrykSadura - Fotolia.com; © vit - Fotolia.com

Let’s wrap this up with some optimism. Surprisingly, the
positive news is coming from state governments and the
general public.
In California, one citizen wrote a letter to The Mercury
News asking why Caltrans is shutting down rest areas for
months at a time, sometimes permanently:
“I think these areas are more valuable than people
assume at keeping us safe because they provide convenient
opportunities for drivers to recuperate and then resume
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Since the last Parking Zone,
quite a few municipalities
across the nation have been
installing ordinances that address
trucks parking within city limits,
none of which are good.

driving in a rested and focused manner,” Mark Stevens
wrote in the letter to the editor.
Coincidentally, a letter to the editor at The Falmouth
Enterprise echoed the sentiment of Stevens.
Lee Drescher is astounded that Massachusetts does not
welcome visitors, acknowledging that “even Rhode Island
is willing to open its doors to travelers.” Drescher also
points out that the state doesn’t think twice when it comes
to spending money on “perks and giveaways.”
“After all of the freebies we hand out, there ought to be
room in the budget for someone to keep up these places
and provide a little old-fashioned hospitality,” Drescher
said. “Let’s find a solution, even if we have to sell
something.”
In Montana, the state Department of Transportation is
currently working on its U.S. 2 Rest Area Siting Study. The
purpose of the study is to identify gaps in rest area service
on U.S. 2 and site new facilities based on needs, according
to MDT’s website.
There are 24-hour, year-round rest areas at Troy and
Culbertson. Montana is looking into seven segments of the
corridor spaced at approximately one-hour intervals. This
is all part of Montana’s Rest Area Plan. Tip of the cap to
Montana for recognizing a need that promotes safety.
Meanwhile, the North Carolina Department of
Transportation held five public workshops to address truck
parking. The two-hour workshops discussed truck parking
challenges, issues and solutions in the Tar Heel State.
For a full year, the Federal Highway Administration has
been hosting similar workshops in various states, including
California, Colorado, Nevada and Pennsylvania. Several
more workshops are in the planning stages in New Jersey,
Florida and Louisiana.
Hopefully, these workshops are trying to identify exactly
where to build more truck parking facilities rather than
identifying the problem in general. The general problem of
a lack of truck parking should be known to all by now. It’s
time to quit asking questions and start adding new truck
parking spaces to the nation’s infrastructure. LL
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For some company
drivers, a change in
tax law cost them
thousands of dollars.

‘Blindsided’
because I couldn’t afford it. But my wife talked me out
of it and said that I deserved something for my hard
cott Sargent was shocked when he saw the
work.”
results of his tax returns this year. Same goes for
Still, the tax hit hurt.
Stuart Hochfelder.
“We had to take almost half the money out of our
The two company drivers witnessed a swing of
general savings account to pay that tax bill,” Sargent
several thousand dollars after the Tax Cuts and Jobs
said. “We had to scrap our vacation plans to see my
Act of 2017 eliminated employee drivers’ ability to
wife’s daughter in Seattle.”
deduct 80% of up to $63 in daily expenses for meals
The tax bill also took its toll on Hochfelder.
on the road. The change didn’t affect owner-operators
“It had a huge impact on my personal savings
or leased drivers.
and retirement, having to come up with that kind of
Sargent, an OOIDA life member
money,” he said.
from Holmen, Wis., said he usually
The two OOIDA members aren’t
received a refund in the range of
“We had to take almost alone. The majority of the nation’s
$1,100 to $1,500. This year, he and
3.5 million truck drivers are
half the money out of our company drivers.
his wife had to pay $5,600 to the
federal government.
general savings account Jay Grimes, OOIDA’s director of
“I was completely blindsided by
federal affairs, said the Association
to pay that tax bill.”
it,” said Sargent, who noted that a
has heard from other drivers hit by
change in his wife’s employment
as much as $5,000 this year.
- OOIDA life member Scott Sargent
played some role in the tax swing.
“Now that we’ve passed the April
Hochfelder, an OOIDA life
tax deadline, we know that it’s
member from Bourbonnais, Ill., said he usually pays
hitting many company drivers in a bad way,” he said.
the federal government $300 to $500. This year, his
Under previous tax law, it wasn’t uncommon for a
bill amounted to $7,125.
truck driver to receive a reduction of $15,000 or more
“With the tax cut, I knew I was going to run into a
in taxable income by using the per diem tax deduction.
payment to the IRS,” Hochfelder said. “I didn’t know
The new tax bill doubled the standard deduction, but
how deep it was until we did the final numbers.”
for many drivers it didn’t equate to their old deduction.
For Sargent’s 63rd birthday in March, his wife
“We understand increases to the standard deduction
bought him a brand new Indian Motorcycle.
for individuals and married couples filing jointly were
“She took out a loan to buy it for me,” he said. “The
designed to reduce the tax burden for most Americans,
day before that bike was about to be delivered to my
including employee drivers,” OOIDA President and
house, my accountant called, and I found out how
CEO Todd Spencer wrote in a letter to lawmakers
much we owed on our taxes. I desperately wanted
in January. “However, the per diem deduction for
to call the dealer and tell them to take the bike back,
meals could total well over the standard deduction of

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

© ugljesaras - Fotolia.com

S

44 LAND LINE
44 LAND LINE

1c - July 2019.indd 44

JULY 2019
JULY 2019

6/13/19 4:35 PM

Sargent, an OOIDA life
member from Holmen, Wis.,
said he usually received a
refund in the range of $1,100
to $1,500. This year, he and
his wife had to pay $5,600 to
the federal government.
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$12,000 for a driver who spends
250 days on the road annually
– a working schedule that is not
uncommon in our industry.”
Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas,
who is the chairman for the House
Ways and Means committee, told the Huffington Post that
he expected trucking companies to reimburse their drivers
who were negatively affected by the change.
“We feel like they should be picking up those expenses
of their employees on the road,” Brady said.
OOIDA’s Grimes, said employee drivers probably
shouldn’t hold out much hope for that theory.

“This isn’t something we’re really expecting these
companies to do,” Grimes said.
“It (tax change affecting company drivers) seems like
somewhat of an oversight that could easily be fixed.”
Grimes added that he encourages company drivers to
reach out to their lawmakers to let them know about how
this change has affected you.
In April, Rep. Conor Lamb, D-Pa., introduced the
Tax Fairness for Workers Act, or HB2103, which would
“amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow an
above-the-line deduction for union dues and expenses and
JULY 2019
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to allow a miscellaneous itemized
deduction for workers for all
unreimbursed expenses incurred
in the trade or business of being
an employee.” A companion bill,
S1026, was introduced by Sen.
Robert Casey Jr. on the same day.
The Senate version was referred to the Committee
on Finance, and the House bill was referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means. As of early June, the
House bill was up to 15 co-sponsors, while the Senate
version had 16.
OOIDA has been attempting to make lawmakers aware
of how the tax change would affect
truck drivers since the beginning of the
year.
“As you consider additional
modifications to the tax code during
the 116th Congress, we encourage you
to explore this matter in greater detail
to ensure company drivers aren’t being
negatively impacted by reforms that
were designed to benefit blue collar
Americans,” OOIDA wrote in its letter
to lawmakers in January. “The per diem
deduction was a popular tax provision
among these drivers.”
Until a change is made to the law,
Sargent said he’s trying to prepare for
next year’s taxes.
“Because I didn’t find out how bad
it would hit me until March, I lost
three months of prepping for next year’s taxes,” he said.
“Hindsight is always 20/20. I guess I should have done
a better job getting ready for these changes last year. I
would have had the same bill either way, but maybe I
wouldn’t have bought a bike.
“I knew there was going to be a change, but I wasn’t
expecting that big of a swing. I didn’t expect it to be a
good used car’s worth of money.” LL

Land Line’s Greg Grisolano and Land Line Now’s Terry Scruton
contributed to this report.
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ANALYSIS

Despite the bipartisan history of
the North American Free Trade
Agreement, the proposed update
known as the United StatesMexico-Canada Agreement has
hit a snag in Congress.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

A

ction to ratify the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement has been a roller coaster ride for the
past few months. Just when something happens that
knocks the agreement one step backward, something
else happens the next day that pushes action two steps
forward.

NAFTA
Before getting into USMCA, it is important to
understand NAFTA, the agreement that USMCA is
essentially updating.
Historically, NAFTA has bipartisan roots. The idea
for a multilateral trade agreement was first proposed
by Ronald Reagan while on the campaign trail in 1980.
The idea would be revisited in 1988 during George
46 LAND LINE
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H.W. Bush’s presidency, when the three countries began
negotiating the agreement.
Thirteen years after the idea was put out into the ether
and five years after negotiations began, NAFTA was
ratified in 1993. What is significant about this year is the
fact that a Democrat president, Bill Clinton, was in office
with the support of a Democrat majority in both the
House and Senate.
NAFTA passed the House 234-200, including 132
Republicans and 102 Democrats. In the Senate, 34
Republicans and 27 Democrats allowed NAFTA to get to
Clinton’s desk with a 61-38 majority victory.
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the U.S.
has lost 5 million manufacturing jobs since 2000. While
some blame NAFTA for this, Bruce Heyman, ambassador
to Canada from August 2014 to January 2017, says it is
more nuanced than that.
“What has transpired now over 25 years as the
economy has changed, a lot of jobs have been lost not
because of moving to a lower wage environment but
lost to technology, innovation, robotization – all of these
things,” he said.
Heyman thinks it is these factors that have allowed
factories to produce just as many goods as they made 25
years ago but with a fraction of the labor. Wages have
been mostly stagnant in the 21st century as well. Looking
for explanations and something or someone to blame,
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Former U.S. ambassador to Canada
says time is running out for USMCA
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Democrats will point fingers
some – including President
at Trump, suggesting his
Donald Trump – have been
trade wars are making it
pointing fingers at NAFTA.
difficult to move forward.
“It’s a bit of a false
“The window’s narrow,”
Trump’s steel and
narrative,” Heyman said.
aluminum tariffs on Canada
“Had he said that 20 years
explained Bruce Heyman,
and Mexico certainly threw a
ago, it might have been a lot
former U.S. Ambassador to Canada. wrench in the situation. Those
truer. In a conversation I had
tariffs were lifted, however,
with a mayor in Ohio who
“You only have a month or so
renewing optimism for
was running for governor, she
this summer and then you have a
USMCA ratification. Trump
said to me, ‘Look, 80% of the
again threatened to impose
job loss in Ohio that we’re
month or two in the fall, because
tariffs on Mexico, which
seeing in our factories is due
nobody is going to vote on this
was abandoned after Mexico
to automation but 100% of
in Congress in 2020.”
agreed to do something about
the people now think it’s due
the immigration problem.
to NAFTA.’ And so it’s a
Democrats have been
false story today.”
very clear about what they need to ratify the agreement:
While he was ambassador, which was not very long ago,
enforcement. More specifically, while there are many
Heyman claims that NAFTA was functioning perfectly for
provisions in place that please Democrats, there is nothing
all countries involved.
in the language that will actually enforce those provisions. If
Others disagreed, thus the renegotiation.
everyone involved is held more accountable, Democrats will
That brings us to USMCA.
be on board.
“The president’s team should have said ‘Hallelujah! You
USMCA
like my agreement, and all you’re complaining about is
Also known as NAFTA 2.0, USMCA is Trump’s attempt
enforcement? Let’s just get this done,’” Heyman said.
to revamp a trade agreement he feels is unnecessary and
But that is not what happened.
hurts the U.S. economy. While that may be debatable, it is
Some, including Heyman, believe that Trump already
true that the economy – and the world for that matter – is
dropped the ball on a perfect opportunity to ratify USMCA.
drastically different than it was 25 years ago. Accordingly,
Before the most recent election, Republicans controlled the
NAFTA needs to be updated to represent today’s reality.
House and the Senate, allowing Trump an open window to
That is exactly what USMCA does. Most of the significant
pass a trade deal like USMCA. At the time, House Speaker
tweaks deal with the automotive industry, including wages
Paul Ryan was desperately trying to persuade everyone to
for autoworkers and percentages of parts that need to be
get the ball rolling.
made in North America. Other important updates include
Now, there’s a new government in Mexico, a Canadian
provisions that more accurately reflect the digital age we
election this fall and the U.S. House is controlled by
live in.
Democrats. USMCA went from a slam dunk a year ago to
Most everything else is pretty much the same.
being questionable today.
“If you look at the agreement and peel it back, it looks
Both Canada and Mexico have already kickstarted the
just like the agreement that we had for (Trans-Pacific
process to ratify USMCA, with Mexico expecting to ratify
Partnership) plus the old NAFTA and merging it together,”
the agreement after Land Line goes to press. Although
Heyman said. “In doing that and merging these two deals
the U.S. has formally began its process, Democrats have
together, it’s an update but it isn’t substantially different
indicated the trade agreement will not receive enough votes
from what we have.”
until their demands have been met.
“The window’s narrow,” Heyman said. “You only have
Fate of USMCA
a month or so this summer and then you have a month or
So what’s the holdup?
two in the fall, because nobody is going to vote on this in
That depends who you ask. Republicans will blame
Congress in 2020. Nobody is going to do a vote on a trade
Democrats for intentionally delaying the ratification to
deal going into re-election in a presidential election.” LL
prevent a victory for Trump before the 2020 election.
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KNOW YOUR BOARD

Keeping the trucking tradition alive
Elected as an alternate director in 2018,
Rodney Morine hopes to keep helping
others become successful in trucking.

Q&A
When did you get your
commercial driver’s license?
“I started driving school buses
at 19 with a Class B bus license
in the state of New Jersey.
At 23, I was living in Houston
and going to college. I got my
CDL when my best friend’s
dad asked me to come drive
for him as a summertime job. I
drove for him that summer and
eventually stuck to it. I was going
to school for accounting so I
could do my own books for my
trucking company, but I ended
up getting my plans backward
and starting the company first
instead of finishing school.”
What kind of freight
do you specialize in?
“Right now I haul dry van and
general freight. I still have a
48 LAND LINE
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OOIDA Board Member Rodney
Morine comes from a trucking
family. He even likes to tell
people in the medical profession
his blood type is “ethanol-free
diesel.” His father, grandfather
and uncles all drove trucks, so
maybe gear jammin’ really is in
the blood. It certainly is a
family affair.
Rodney believes in the
importance of experienced
drivers passing on the

flatbed and a reefer trailer too. I’ve
been hauling pet and animal food
for Purina lately. Everything but
their dog food. But I don’t haul
cheap freight. It can stay wherever
it’s at.”

Why did you join OOIDA?
“When I got my first truck in 1998
through Fleetline. Believe it or not,
they pretty much told everybody
to get their insurance through
OOIDA. As I read Land Line
Magazine, I was like, ‘Holy moly,
there’s a lot of information here,’
so I maintained my membership
through the years.”

If you could make a
significant change in the
industry with the snap of

“unwritten rules and
regulations” of the road onto
new drivers. He says every
industry has unwritten rules. As
the older generation leaves the
industry, the younger generation
is missing out on that wisdom,
knowledge and tradition,
he said. Rodney added that
trucking is like a fraternity, full
of traditions, stories and even
rules that need to be preserved.
He makes it a point to be a
mentor to new drivers and to
offer advice or answer questions
from his fellow truckers.

your fingers, what would
it be?
“It would be reforming hours of
service and getting rid of the ELD
mandate. You can’t call me a
professional truck driver and then
tell me that I don’t know when to
sleep. I think it’s more dangerous
for drivers to push when they
have five or six more hours on the
clock, but they don’t have five or
six hours in the tank. It’s not fair to
the drivers or the public. If you’ve
got a driver that’s pushing it, it’s
putting everybody else at risk.”

What legacy do you
hope to leave?
“That he either brought back or
tried to hold on to old-school
trucking.” LL
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By Greg Grisolano,
digital content editor
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New footwear?

Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one of the best
alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for both owner-operators and fleets.
Our program offers protection against work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May 2021.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)

OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May 2022!!

• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred due to an
occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of travel assistance

Photo by Nikohle Barnes

services, discount prescription plan, and identity theft resolution services.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits

Group at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on

this or other medical benefits available.
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OOIDA IN ACTION

Scholarship winners influenced
by the truckers in their lives
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

For the recipients of the 2019 OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarship, trucking has played a major role in their
lives. All of the scholarship winners are children,
grandchildren or legal dependents of OOIDA members.
“My dad is the trucker in
my life,” scholarship recipient
Briana Jimenez wrote in
her essay. “There are several
positives about my dad. One of
them is how positive he always
is when he’s with us. I know he
has bad days on the road with
shippers delaying him, traffic
and the hours of service issue.
But we don’t see that at home. He is always in a good
mood and willing to spend time with us.”

“There are several positives about my dad.
One of them is how positive he always
is when he’s with us. I know he has bad
days on the road with shippers delaying
him, traffic and the hours of service issue.
But we don’t see that at home.”
– Briana Jimenez, 2019 OOIDA
scholarship recipient

Founded in 1998, the
OOIDA scholarship
helps the children and
grandchildren of truck
drivers earn a higher
education. Each year,
OOIDA awards one
$2,000 scholarship and
four $1,000 scholarships. Each scholarship is renewable
for up to four years.
Jimenez, the winner of the $2,000 scholarship, is the
stepdaughter of OOIDA member Edgar Escalera of
Omaha, Neb. Briana graduated from Omaha’s Millard
West High School and plans to attend the University of
Nebraska-Omaha and major in pre-medicine.
“I want to be a pediatrician,” Jimenez said. “I believe
children are our future, and I want to help them with
the best of my abilities.”
50 LAND LINE
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The four $1,000 scholarship winners are Kincaid
Johnson, Emily Holland, Hunter Eaton, and Diana
Tkachuk. Caitlynn Doyle was named the alternate.
Like Jimenez, they have all been shaped by the
truckers in their lives

Kincaid Johnson is a
stepdaughter of OOIDA
member Philip Ward of
Nocona, Texas. She graduated
from Nocona’s Prairie Valley
High School. She plans to
attend Texas Tech University
and major in kinesiology
and pre-physical therapy.
“My dad … is my fan, my
teacher, and my encourager,” Johnson said. “Although
he may officially be my stepdad, he has been my dad
since I was 7 months old. He has been an owneroperator for 21 years. He has worked away from home
often to make sure our family has everything we need.
In April 2018, he made a decision to find his loads
closer to home even though it would mean less pay. He
did not want to miss my senior year of high school.”

Emily Holland is the
granddaughter of OOIDA life
member Rome Carl Ladd Jr. of
Harmony, N.C. She graduated
from North Iredell High School
in Olin, N.C., and plans to study
elementary education and special
education at the University of
North Carolina at Greensboro.
“Not only do I consider him my best friend, I also
look to him as my role model,” Holland said of her
grandfather. “He is very humble, genuine, caring,
trusting and loving toward everyone. He demonstrates
a strong work ethic through his commitment and
dedication to serving others throughout his 40-plus
years of driving a truck and being an owner-operator.
I strongly believe that he has instilled in me the
importance of following my dreams and to always stay
true to myself, my beliefs, and to be that person who
can possibly make a difference in the lives of others.”
JULY 2019
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Hunter Eaton is the grandson
of OOIDA life member James
Scales of Ararat, Va. He graduated
from Mount Airy High School in
North Carolina and plans to major
in forestry at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University.
“(My grandfather) has a lot of
determination,” Eaton said. “Even
when he is having a bad day or
not feeling the best, he still gets up and does the job he
is supposed to do no matter what it takes. He has had
to miss a lot of time with his family, as well as special
events, to do his job as a truck driver. He doesn’t take
the easy way out no matter how hard or stressful the job
may be at times.”
Diana Tkachuk is the daughter
of OOIDA senior member Mikhail
Tkachuk of Newburgh, Ind. She
graduated from Newburgh’s
Castle High School and plans to
major in business management at
the University of Evansville.
“Throughout my life, I have
been watching my parents work
very hard to support my family,” she said. “Their hard
work, sleepless nights and love for the trucking industry
remind me how blessed I am to have parents that show
me how to succeed in life while enjoying life itself.”
Caitlynn Doyle is the
granddaughter of OOIDA
life member Jackie Doyle of
Goodland, Kan. She graduated
from Chaparral High School in
Anthony, Kan., and plans to major
in biochemistry and neuroscience
at Colorado State University.
“During his 30-year career,
my grandpa has demonstrated the value of hard work,
persistence, initiative and family,” she said. “My
grandpa’s 3,775,000 miles in the driver’s seat of eight
personally owned trucks reveals a relentless motivation
toward supporting his family.”
Since the OOIDA scholarship was established in 1998,
$333,519.25 has been awarded to 100 students. After this
fall, the totals are expected to increase to about $350,000
for 105 recipients. LL
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SPOTLIGHT

Legacy lives on

OOIDA board member hauls
Vietnam Wall for friend.
By Land Line staff

D

oug Smith continued the legacy of a late OOIDA
board member when he hauled the mobile
version of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall
this past spring.
Smith, an OOIDA board member from Bountiful, Utah,
took over the volunteer role, which was long held by Steve
Davenport.
Davenport, a member of the OOIDA Board of Directors
since 2011 and a staunch advocate for Vietnam veterans,
died unexpectedly on Nov. 8, 2018, at his home in
Lewisville, Texas. He made an annual Memorial Day
pilgrimage to the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington,
D.C., riding a customized 1990 Harley Davidson Softail
in honor of his high school friend, Robert Cupp, who was
killed in 1968 during the Vietnam War.
His customized Harley displayed the names of the fallen
he came to know through the Gold Star Mothers, and the
fuel tank resembled an etching from the wall and included
his friend Robert’s name as the focal point.
Davenport, who served in the U.S. Army from 1969-71
and the Army Reserves from 1971-75, also hauled the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica and Mobile Education
Center to such places as the Mid-America Trucking Show
in Louisville, Ky.
Recently, Smith volunteered to transport the wall in order
to honor fallen veterans, as well as Davenport, who helped
arrange bringing the mobile wall to Lewisville in 2019.
“I knew Steve Davenport had done it,” Smith told Land
52 LAND LINE
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Doug Smith, an OOIDA board member from Utah, recently hauled a mobile
version of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall from Tulsa, Okla., to
Lewisville, Texas. (Photo courtesy of Doug Smith)

Line Now’s Terry Scruton. “In his absence, I wanted to
do it.
“I took the opportunity to volunteer, and they suggested
that I be the one to take it to his hometown in Lewisville,
and that seemed like a good match to me.”
The mobile exhibit, which is a half-scale replica of
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.,
was unveiled in 1996. It features the names of 58,000
fallen soldiers who gave their lives in Vietnam, as well
as photographs, letters written to fallen soldiers and other
mementos.
Smith took “The Wall That Heals” from Tulsa, Okla.,
to Lewisville.
“The Patriot Guard riders congregated (in Lewisville),”
Smith said. “There were 60 to 70 motorcycles and
probably 20 cop cars. We traveled like it was President
Trump going across town. We had all of the intersections
blocked, and the cop cars were leap-frogging each other.
What an experience. I can compare it with the birth of my
first child. It was one of the coolest things I’ve ever done in
my life.”
Smith said being able to haul the wall was extremely
meaningful to him.
“As far as the Vietnam era goes, I was on the tail end of
it and they shut the war down by the time my age group
was called up,” Smith said. “I had a high draft number
JULY 2019
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“I took the opportunity to volunteer, and
they suggested that I be the one to take it
to his hometown in Lewisville, and that
seemed like a good match to me.”
– OOIDA Board Member Doug Smith
and didn’t even get my feet wet. I did have a friend in
school who was a couple years older, and he’s on the
wall. He lost his life.”
So Smith wanted to give back.
“It’s the least I could do,” he said. “It was a very
reverent experience to be able to honor those men and
women. There was one combat nurse who was killed
by enemy fire.”
All of the flags waving and displays of patriotism
caused him to be emotional.
“It’s Texas, and it comes with a big helping of
patriotism. There were a lot of flags waved from the
side of the road. A lot of people stood hand on heart or
saluting as we drove by.
“I almost ran out of Kleenex, but I got it done.” LL

A military
advocate
By Land Line staff

Advocacy was a huge
part of Steve Davenport’s
life. The former OOIDA
board member, who died
unexpectedly at the age
of 70 on Nov. 8, 2018, was
dedicated to fighting for
the rights of truck drivers
and military veterans.
He was well known in the trucking and veteran
communities for his dedication to the Gold Star Mothers
and Rolling Thunder. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army,
serving from 1969-71 and in the Army Reserves from
1971-75. He was an active participant with the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Wall since it was dedicated on Nov.
11, 1982.
For more than three decades, starting in the 1980s,
Steve made the annual Memorial Day pilgrimage to the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C. LL

Minimum Essential Coverage
for Self-Employed Individuals
This plan
has
Year-Round
Enrollment

OOIDA offers a Minimum Essential Coverage plan available
for self-employed individuals that gives access to important
medical screenings, vaccines, counseling and more to help
participants stay healthy.

• Guaranteed year-round enrollment
• Available in 48 states
• Covers more than 60 Wellness and Preventative Services
• Can be group list billed
OOIDA Medical Benefits Group

800-715-9369

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
today for information.

medben@ooida.com www.ooida.com
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RUN FOR THE WALL

Ride ‘for those who can’t’
Hundreds participate
in the 31st annual Run
for the Wall ahead of
Memorial Day weekend.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

F
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The Run for the Wall made its annual trek past the headquarters of the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association in Grain Valley, Mo., on Monday, May 20. (Photo by Mark Schremmer)

thousands of men and women still
unaccounted for from all U.S. wars.
Ty Harmon, a six-year Army
veteran, said she took part in the
ride to honor her fallen brethren.
“Being a combat veteran myself
and losing soldiers while I was
there … I had family members who
served in the military,” Harmon told
Land Line Now’s Terry Scruton. “I
really wanted to ride for those who
can’t, which is our motto.”
According to the Run for the Wall

website, it is the largest and longest
cross-country motorcycle run of its
kind in the world.
The ride is divided into three
routes. About 1,800 typically
participate in at least one of the
routes each year.
Alfredo Gomez, a U.S. Army
veteran, has traveled with Run for
the Wall since 2013.
“I started riding motorcycles,
and I wanted to give back to my
veteran community,” Gomez said.

Photo by Nikohle Barnes

or the 31st consecutive year,
veterans and other military
advocates rode across the
country on their motorcycles for all
of the fallen soldiers unable to
do so.
Each year, hundreds of riders
travel from California to the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial at the
National Mall in Washington, D.C.
This year’s ride started on May 15
and ended May 25 in Washington,
D.C. The annual stop at the OwnerOperator Independent Drivers
Association headquarters in Grain
Valley, Mo., serves as a midway
point in the more than 2,500-mile
journey.
The Run for the Wall was started
in 1989 as an effort by Vietnam
veterans James Gregory and Bill
Evans, who traveled across the
United States on motorcycles to
talk to local radio stations, TV
stations and newspapers about the
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RAISING MONEY

“The reason for Run for the Wall
is for POW and MIA awareness
and to promote healing for
veterans of all wars.”

Photo by Nikohle Barnes

– OOIDA member David Talley

“I’m currently on the outreach team.
We ride up ahead of everyone else, and
we meet with Gold Star families and
offer condolences on the loss of their
loved ones. We thank them … I hate
saying thank you, because how can you
thank someone who lost a loved one for
our freedom, but we do everything we
can to give them small tokens of our
appreciation.”
David Talley, an OOIDA member, took
part in his 13th Run for the Wall in May.
“The reason for Run for the Wall is for
POW and MIA awareness and to promote
healing for veterans of all wars,” Talley
told Land Line Now.
Despite rumors, organizers said this
will not be the last year for the Run
for the Wall. Instead, Rolling Thunder,
a 2-mile demonstration parade held
the Sunday before Memorial Day in
Washington, D.C., will not continue after
this year.
“Run for the Wall will operate all of
its routes in 2019 … AND BEYOND
(2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, and so on),”
the group wrote on its website. “We will
always ride to Washington, D.C., every
year. We will always lay our ‘Mission
Complete’ plaque at the apex of the
Vietnam Memorial Wall. We will still go
to Arlington National Cemetery. We will
still wash the Wall. We will still gather
on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial for
a group photo. We will always welcome
anyone that wants to ride with us and join
us on any of our three routes, especially
our younger veterans. We will always
‘Ride for Those who Can’t.’
Talley added, “When Rolling Thunder
ends, we’re going to keep doing what
we do.” LL
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Rain doesn’t dampen annual convoy
By Wendy Parker, staff writer

Rain didn’t stop 30th annual Mother’s
Day Make-A-Wish convoy participants
from lining up in record numbers. The
event benefits Philadelphia/Northern Delaware/Susquehana Valley area
children with critical and life threatening illnesses. Donations generated
help Make-A-Wish to grant 365 life-changing wishes each year.
Raising money is a point of pride for drivers who return each year to
support the cause.
“This was the first year we’ve filled up every spot in the parking lot
and were having to park trucks off site for the very first time,” Ben Lee,
director for Make-A-Wish in the Susquehanna Valley, told Lancaster, Pa.,
local news station WGAL.
An official figure of dollar amounts raised hadn’t been released by
press time.
The budgeting goal for this year’s convoy was $550,000 – and Ben
Lee’s personal goal was $600,000.
Road Pro Family of Brands sponsored the stage and entertainment –
and the show went on. The company presented a donation of $30,000
to Lee.
Lee said he is optimistic that they will be close to $550,000 this year
because of how the donations are trending.
To donate to the 2019 effort, or for more information on participating
next year, go to philadesv.wish.org. LL

Everyday Heroes truck auction raises
$162,000 for Truckers Against Trafficking
By Land Line staff

The auction for the Everyday Heroes Kenworth T680
brought in $162,000 for Truckers Against Trafficking,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to
stopping human trafficking by educating, mobilizing
and empowering the nation’s truck drivers and rest
stop employees.
Stewart Transport, a Phoenix-based trucking company, placed the
winning bid at a May 17 auction by Ritchie Bros. in Phoenix.
The $162,000 donation nearly doubled the previous donation Truckers
Against Trafficking received from the 2017 “Everyday Heroes” Kenworth
T680 auction, which netted $83,000. Kendis Paris, executive director for
Truckers Against Trafficking, said the donation is the largest one-time gift
in the organization’s history.
“The industry again showed its generosity by coming together to
support Truckers Against Trafficking and its important work,” Paris said
in a news release. “The funds will be used to expand our work within
the trucking industry and further our partnerships with law enforcement,
additional modes of transportation and multiple countries, in the fight
against human trafficking.”
The truck, which has a retail value of $162,000, is fully loaded with a
76-inch sleeper and features the Paccar Powertrain with a Paccar MX-13
485 horsepower engine, Paccar 12-speed automated transmission, and
Paccar 40K tandem rear axles. LL
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TRUCKING CHARITY

Country artist Joe Nichols
partners with St. Christopher Fund

That Girl,” “Sunny and 75,” and
“Yeah.”
“We are so excited to be working
he nonprofit St. Christopher
with Joe, especially given his personal
Truckers Relief Fund is teaming
connection to our mission,” said SCF
up with Country Music Association
Executive Director Donna Kennedy.
and Academy of Country Music
“We hope that by working with Joe and
award-winning, three-time Grammy
his team we can help raise the visibility
nominated country music artist Joe
of our organization’s mission in order
Nichols.
to bring more help and support to the
The partnership is intended to raise
men and women who keep our country
awareness for the organization’s
and our economy moving every
day.”
“I learned to fall asleep to
Joe Nichols’ father, Michael
the hum of that diesel engine.
Nichols, was an over-the-road
That’s probably why I sleep so truck driver for 13 years when he
well on the road. It plays a big was diagnosed with idiopathic
part of my life in a lot of ways.” cardiac pulmonary fibrosis in
– Country artist Joe Nichols 1999, an incurable lung condition
doctors at the time attributed to
his exposure to diesel fumes during
mission to help promote health and
his career as a trucker. Michael
wellness for the 3.5 million truck
died in 2002 at the age of 46 from
drivers in the United States and
complications from his illness.
provide financial support and guidance
“Truck drivers are some of the
to drivers who are unable to work due
hardest working men and women
to health issues or injuries.
in this country, and they deserve
Nichols has released nine studio
our support. I look forward to doing
albums and is best known for such hit
anything and everything I can to help
songs as “Brokenheartsville,” “Tequila
the St. Christopher’s Fund and their
Makes Her Clothes Fall Off,” “Gimmie
Special to Land Line

T
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cause,” Joe Nichols said.
Nichols spoke with Land Line Now’s
Terry Scruton about how much the
cause means to him.
“I learned to fall asleep to the hum
of that diesel engine,” he said. “That’s
probably why I sleep so well on the
road. It plays a big part of my life in a
lot of ways.
“Hearing that there’s a relief fund
that will not only help for medical bills
but also for awareness of a trucker’s
overall health. I think that’s a glaring
thing that truckers overlook and we
as passengers overlook. Overall, it
was just a no-brainer for me (to get
involved).”
Nichols said he is still working with
the charity to see what will be the
best ways to help raise awareness and
money.
Donations to the St. Christopher
Truckers Relief Fund help provide
financial assistance to ill or injured
truck drivers. Assistance may be in the
form of direct payment to providers for
household living expenses such as rent/
mortgage, utilities, vehicle payments,
and insurance. It also provides health
and wellness programs for drivers
in hopes to prevent some medical
illnesses. Some of these programs
include health challenges, smoking
cessation, and free flu, shingles and
pneumonia vaccines.
Truckers needing assistance from St.
Christopher Truckers Relief Fund may
apply by going to TruckersFund.org.
People also can donate to the fund’s
mission to support truckers and their
families in financial need by going to
the website. LL

Photo courtesy of St. Christopher Truckers Relief Fund

Music star’s father
worked as truck
driver for 13 years

JULY 2019

6/14/19 11:51 AM

TRUCK SHOWS

OOIDA presents business class
at Great American Trucking Show
This free class offers a sample of the
content from the Truck to Success course.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

T

he Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
is kicking off a new educational series of classes at the
2019 Great American Trucking Show, Shift into Success,
which is aimed at helping truck drivers kick their careers
into high gear.
The inaugural class will focus on determining the cost
of operations for owner-operators and small fleet owners.
Company drivers are welcome to attend to see what lies
ahead if they are considering becoming an owner-operator.
GATS, which marks its 20th anniversary this year, is

“Here at OOIDA, our No. 1 goal is to help drivers
be more successful and more profitable in their
business. That is the driving force behind this
seminar.”

– OOIDA Executive Vice President Lewie Pugh

scheduled for Aug. 22-24 at the Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center in Dallas. Registration to attend the
show is free. You can register at TruckShow.com.
OOIDA’s business class will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Thursday, Aug. 22, in room C-147. The two-hour class
is free to the public, and drivers do not need to be a
member of OOIDA to attend. Participants are not required
to register in advance.
“Here at OOIDA, our No. 1 goal is to help drivers be
more successful and more profitable in their business,”
OOIDA Executive Vice President Lewie Pugh said. “That
is the driving force behind this seminar.”
Andrew King of the OOIDA Foundation and Pugh will
lead the class at GATS, which will include a segment of
the information featured at OOIDA’s Truck to Success
course.
The inaugural Truck to Success course, which offers
intensive training for drivers ready to take their first steps
toward becoming an owner-operator, was in March in
Blue Springs, Mo. The success of the course prompted
OOIDA to plan a second Truck to Success training course,
which is scheduled for three full days from Sept. 10-12 at
the Courtyard by Marriott in Blue Springs.
The training is designed to follow a logical path of
JULY 2019
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SHIFT INTO

SUCCESS
information for transitioning from a company driver to an
independent contractor.

TOPICS INCLUDE:
n Developing a business plan.
n Equipment, including the decision to buy
new or used and financing options.
n Insurance.
n Choosing to be an owner-operator under
your own authority or lease to a carrier.
n Entrant safety audit and compliance review.
n Drug and alcohol consortium and requirements.
n Permits and licensing.
n Taxes and business structures.
n Broker and factoring.
n Current issues affecting the industry and
how to have input.

Tuition for the Truck to Success course is $495 per person,
which includes course materials and handouts, as well as
breakfast, lunch and snacks. Each attendee may bring one
guest for an additional $34.50 per day or $103.50 for the
course to cover food. Sign up by Aug. 1 to get a free year
of membership in OOIDA. The final day to register is
Sept. 1.
You can sign up for the seminar by going to
OOIDAOnlineEducation.com.
OOIDA’s Shift into Success class at GATS will offer a
glimpse into the kind of education offered in the Truck to
Success course.
“This is one of the many educational segments that will
be taught at the complete Truck to Success course,” Pugh
said.
Attendance at GATS in 2018 was 19,699. In addition,
last year’s show featured 520 exhibitors and 107 trucks.
Among the show highlights are the Pride & Polish truck
show, a trucker talent search, entertainment, a health and
wellness pavilion, and various seminars on aspects of the
trucking industry.
Truck drivers are encouraged to stop by booth
No. 2213 during GATS and meet with representatives of
OOIDA. LL
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SPOTLIGHT

A trucking family
Illinois
Congressman
grew up in
trucking

Rep. Mike Bost, R-Ill., was raised in a trucking
family and said he drove his first tractor-trailer
across the lot at age 9. (Photos courtesy of
Rep. Bost)
By Land Line staff

F

or Rep. Mike Bost, trucking was a big part of his
childhood.
“I drove my first tractor-trailer across the lot at
9 years old,” the Illinois Congressman told Land Line
Now’s Mary McKenna. “I drove my first end loader into
the side of the garage at age 6. When you grow up in the
business, it’s just part of it.”

“We need to listen to the people who
are in the trucks every day,”
– Rep. Mike Bost, R-Ill.
Bost’s grandfather started Bost Truck Service in the
1930s. As Bost grew up, he was immersed in the business.
Later, he enlisted in the Marine Corps and then returned to
trucking in 1982.
He worked at Bost Truck Service for 13 years as a driver
and truck manager.
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“When I turned 16, you could get a tractor-trailer license
in the state of Illinois if you were working for family or
a family farm,” he said. “I drove trucks from age 16 on. I
worked there and then went on to the Marine Corps. When
I came back, I was dropped into the chair where my father
had been to dispatch during the day and working on trucks
when I wasn’t coordinating loads. Often, I would drive
at night.
“It was hard work, but I did it with my family. My
brother and cousin still own the business.”
Bost has also served as a firefighter for the Murphysboro
(Ill.) Fire Department.
In 1995, Bost became a member of the Illinois House
of Representatives and served in that role for 20 years.
In 2015, the Republican was elected to serve in the U.S.
House of Representatives for Illinois’ 12th congressional
district.
Bost said that looking out for small businesses is a big
focus for him.
“When you come from small business and grow up in
a family, you know that government will always seek to
overregulate,” he said. “Over the past two years, we’ve
JULY 2019
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been able to reduce a tremendous amount of regulation. That
and the tax reform bill are why you’ve seen a tremendous
amount of job growth.”
Among the bills Bost has sponsored during this session
include amending the Agricultural Act of 1961 to modify
the limitations applicable to qualified conservation loan
guarantees, and the VA Cost Savings Enhancement Act.
He serves on committees for Transportation and
Infrastructure, Agriculture and Veterans’ Affairs.
Bost noted that infrastructure is a huge topic for the 116th
Congress. It is estimated that $2 trillion is needed to repair
the nation’s crumbling roads and bridges. As vehicles
become more fuel efficient, lawmakers will try to find a way
to fund infrastructure beyond a fuel tax.
“When the interstate highway system was built and the
motor fuel tax came into place, the tax was generating
enough to not only maintain but build the system,” Bost
said. “The reason it was able to work is because cars got 5
miles per gallon and trucks got less than 1. Today, we have
vehicles that have high fuel efficiency and trucks are getting
fuel efficiency that I would have never believed when I was
in the industry.
“We have hybrid and electric cars that are still wearing
STD_2018.2
7/16/18
2:41upPMwith
Page
1
out
the roads. We
have to come
a sensible
revenue

“When you come from small business
and grow up in a family, you know
that government will always seek to
overregulate.”

– Rep. Mike Bost, R-Ill.

stream that makes sure all users are actually providing
the revenues to make sure the roads are maintained and
improved upon. However we figure out how to do it, we need
to make sure the money never goes to nonhighway projects.”
Bost said his trucking background has provided him some
insight into the trucking industry’s problem with the federal
hours-of-service regulations. He said the regulations allow
little to no flexibility and that they exacerbate the lack of
truck parking in the country.
“We need to listen to the people who are in the trucks
every day,” he said. “The one problem that you see in D.C.
is that you have a tremendous amount of people on these
committees who have no clue about what they are trying
to regulate.
“The problem is that it removes common sense. We have
to bring common sense back in to these hours of service.” LL

Don’t let short-term
injury cripple your
business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s
Voluntary Group Short Term
Disability Plan.

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

• Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their membership
effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical history.
This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
• 24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.
• Two plan options available with 30-day waiting periods before benefits
are payable – one with a $400 weekly benefit*, and one with a $500
weekly benefit*, if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the
maximum weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.
(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

• Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services included at no
additional cost.
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Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits

Group at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on

this or other medical benefits available.
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TANDE

THOUGHTM
S

Sometimes, a hash brown
is just a hash brown.
Other times, it is behind
the making of an unsung
hero fighting for justice.

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

When people decide to hire an
attorney, it’s typically because the
cost of losing the case outweighs
the cost of the lawyer. However,
there are many unsung heroes
who are willing to pay for what
is right rather than worry about
the return on investment. This is a
tale of one those heroes, and it all
revolves around the deadliest of
driving distractions: a hash brown.
In April 2018, Westport, Conn.,
resident Jason Stiber was pulled
over by police Cpl. Shawn Wong
Won at approximately 6 a.m.
Stiber did nothing wrong, or so he
thought. The next thing he knew, he
received a $300 distracted driving
ticket for using his cellphone while
driving.
But Stiber wasn’t on his phone.
In fact, Stiber’s car has Bluetooth
capability, which he uses for handsfree calls. Strange things were
afoot.
Just before getting pulled over,
Stiber went to McDonald’s, bought
a hash brown, which he ate in his
… wait a second. Did the cop think
the hash brown Stiber put to his
mouth was a cellphone?
In August 2018, Stiber decided
to fight the $300 ticket. Before
the court, he presented records
of his phone activities for the
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Just before getting pulled
over, Stiber went to
McDonald’s and bought
a hash brown …
Did the cop think the
hash brown Stiber put
to his mouth was a
cellphone?
time in question, which revealed
no activity at all. Despite the
compelling evidence, the magistrate
judge found him guilty.
At this point, I would imagine
many people would just throw up
their hands and release their anger
on social media. Not Stiber.
Stiber appears to have been a man
on a mission.
The corporal may have won the
battle, but the war was Stiber’s for
the taking.
Undeterred, Stiber requested a
retrial before the state superior
court. This time around, he was
coming armed with a lawyer.

According to a Times Union
story, at $1,000, the attorney cost
the same amount as the increase in
Stiber’s insurance as a result of the
erroneous infraction.
During the lost battle, Stiber’s
own weapon of phone records was
of no use.
“The opportunity of defeating
the enemy is provided by the enemy
himself.” – Sun Tzu, The Art of
War
Indeed. Stiber and his attorney
submitted a Freedom of
Information Act request to find
out how distracted the officer was.
They discovered that Cpl. Won
was on hour 15 of his 16-hour shift
when he pulled over Stiber. Could it
be that Cpl. Won, tired and restless,
was mistaken?
Recently, a Connecticut court
ruled that the state did not meet its
burden of proof. This time, Cpl.
Won lost.
Stiber took one for the team. I
like the cut of his jib, because I
have found myself in a similar
situation twice. Once, I was issued
a speeding ticket when I knew I
wasn’t speeding. I fought the ticket
and the trial date was rescheduled
by the city four times before they
decided it wasn’t worth the trouble
I was causing. After demanding the
officer’s dash cam video anyway,
I was told to not look a gift horse
in the mouth. I picked up what
they were laying down and walked
away.
More recently, I spent hours upon
hours digging up state regulations,
creating maps and meeting with
school officials just so I could get
my stepson access to the school
bus. I lost that one, but I fought.

© AnaitSmi - Fotolia.com

A hash brown v. state of Connecticut
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The point here is that our justice
system is flawed.
Also, the men and women enforcing
the laws are human. They too are
flawed and make mistakes like the
rest of us. Unfortunately, too many of
us simply do not have the time and
resources to wage war over something
trivial or relatively insignificant.
This is why people like Stiber are
making a difference. He pulled up
phone records, filed a FOIA request,
hired an attorney, and went to an
appellate court all because an officer
mistook his hash brown for a phone and
issued Stiber a $300 ticket. He obtained
nuclear weapons for a fist fight.
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“Stiber is relieved about the verdict
but said the lengths he went to defend
himself illustrate a greater problem
in the justice system. He had to sit
through two trials, miss four days
of work and pay a lawyer to get the
outcome he wanted – painstaking
steps he says others shouldn’t be
forced to take.
“‘That’s why I did it, because I
wouldn’t want anyone else to go
through this,’ he said. ‘Other people
don’t have the means to defend
themselves in the same way.’”
This unsung hero put principles before
all else. Mr. Stiber, I salute you. LL

NEW
WEBSITE
COMING
SOON...

Shhhhh. We’re not supposed
to say anything, but we’re
too excited. Land Line
Magazine has teamed up
with Land Line Now for an
all-new website. Read, listen,
customize your news options.
So many new features.
Eeeek. We’re excited.
Stay tuned. It’ll be here
before you know it.
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GIZMOS AND GEARS

5G cellular
The highly advanced
technology will
change your life, say
promoters. But that
change could be
sickness or death,
say 5G protesters.

Verizon’s 5G Home
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By John Bendel,
contributing editor-at-large

H

ere comes 5G, the much
hyped fifth generation
of wireless cellular
technology. Its high speeds will
make amazing things possible.
The highly advanced technology
will change your life, say
promoters. But that change could
be sickness or death, say 5G
protesters. More about that later.
If it works as advertised, 5G
will make your phone as fast
and capable as cable broadband
– faster in some cases. It will
increase wireless speeds by an
order of magnitude – as much
as 100 times faster than current
cellular systems, up to 10 times
faster than most wired desktop
systems. In fact, where 5G is
available on its network, Verizon
offers what it calls 5G Home that
can replace your current cable

service. Unlike mobile service,
5G for the home must be between
two fixed points. Still, its speed
will rival Verizon’s own very
speedy FIOS fiber optic service.
5G already works in a few test
cities, but not always that well.
Earlier this year, Verizon invited
technology reporters to try it in
Chicago. The speeds were low
and service was often unavailable,
the reporters wrote. Not a great
start, but Verizon promised
they were working on it. In any
case, 5G from Verizon, AT&T,
T-Mobile and others is up and
running in many test locations,
and you’ll see 5G popping up in
many markets this year and more
in 2020.
Service providers are optimistic
about deployment. Some people
are more cautious.
“It’s going to take several years
before 5G becomes mainstream,
and it’s going to take several more

© Denys Rudyi - Fotolia.com

is on the way
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5G-enabled systems will be able to measure every element of the driving experience.

years for it to actually be affordable
for most customers. And you also
have to remember it will take a
while to propagate to rural areas,”
said Seth Spiel, head of product and
telematics at KeepTruckin.com, the
smartphone driver log company.
The wavelengths of 5G can be
blocked by objects like buildings
and cannot travel far in any case.
Coverage will require small
antennas placed with relatively
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short distances between them. Lots
and lots of small antennas.

5G in trucking

Beyond speed, Spiel pointed out,
5G also reduces latency – the brief
instances between sending and
receiving – from a few milliseconds
to nearly none. That will mean a lot
for trucking, though drivers may not
always be happy about it.

For example, 5G-enabled systems
will be able to measure and
transmit virtually every element
of the driving experience from
a moving truck – video, sound,
vibrations, and bumps. Among
many other things, that will enable
drivers to pilot trucks from remote
locations more effectively. Clearly
5G will enhance the prospects for
autonomous truck development,
particularly for Starsky Robotics,
the San Francisco-based company
developing just such remotely
controlled systems. With 5G, all it
will lack is smell.
Spiel said 5G will make it
possible to move computer
functions to remote servers in what
we refer to as “the cloud.” Here’s
an example: now information from
forward-looking cameras goes to an
on-board processor that decides if
the truck is drifting from its lane. If
so, the processor warns the driver;
in an autonomous truck the system
makes the necessary correction.
“That stuff is done on the
vehicle. Tesla for example has a
lot of very expensive equipment
for that, right?” KeepTruckin.
com’s Spiel said. “For premium
Tesla purchasers, that makes sense.
But if you’re running a for-profit
trucking fleet, that might be a
little bit prohibitive. So rather
than putting all that equipment
on all those vehicles, 5G, with its
improved bandwidth and reduced
latency, opens up the opportunity
to do that stuff in the cloud
where it’s more economical.”
They call it “cloud computing.”
Data from cameras and sensors
Continued on Page 64
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GIZMOS AND GEARS

Motorola’s Moto Z3
with 5G support

No matter how good its boosters say it is,
the 5G cloud concept will require
a leap of faith for many truckers.
From Page 63
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new systems cheaper. That in
turn means we – especially
company drivers – will be
seeing a lot more of them, like
LG V50 ThinQ
it or not.
It almost goes without
the moment at least, Apple isn’t
saying 5G will bring cablesaying when it will release a
quality entertainment to your
5G iPhone.
truck if you’re close enough to
The term 5G follows four
a cell antenna. You’ll be able
previous generations of wireless
to download or stream TV and
cellular service. The first, of
movies easily. Your cellphone can
course, was 1G, the original
become your movie screen. Flat
analog cellular networks launched
screen TV for 5G can’t be far off.
in 1979 in Japan. That was
followed by 2G, which offered
digital service in the mid-1980s.
Digital signals enabled the earliest
version of what we know today
To take advantage, you’ll need
as texting. It was also possible
a new cellphone since 5G is not
to encrypt digital signals so they
compatible with older devices.
would be useless to anyone who
At press time, 5G phones were
intercepted them, something
available from Moto and Samsung.
scammers often did back in the
By the time you read this, LG
analog days. Later versions 3G
and other phone makers will
and 4G provided higher levels of
have products on the market. For

When, where
and how safe

© basketman23 - Fotolia.com

goes directly to those servers
in the cloud over 5G networks,
which carry back warnings for
the driver or specific instructions
for autonomous systems. This is
where latency becomes extremely
important. With the software
that processes critical safety
data a long way from the truck,
there can be virtually no gaps
in transmission. Using cloud
computing with slower, older
systems, the truck could be in the
woods before the driver is warned
he’s drifting.
No matter how good its boosters
say it is, the 5G cloud concept will
require a leap of faith for many
truckers.
One more thing about cloud
computing: all kinds of software
can be accessed from the cloud.
Fleets won’t need onboard
computers, only the sensors,
cameras and access to the cloud.
That will make deployment of
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Appropriations committee passes
spending bill, votes down amendment
From Page 20

© basketman23 - Fotolia.com

speed and bandwidth, ultimately
enabling the transmission of images
and video.
Oh yeah, the death or sickness
thing. There has always been
controversy about cell tower
radiowaves. Since 5G uses signals
in the microwave range and will
require many more antenna sites,
scientists are sounding alarms.
Some want to block 5G deployment
altogether. They point to worrisome
studies on current cellphone use
as well as incidents like one in the
Netherlands last November, when
more than 300 starlings fell dead
from the trees as a 5G antenna was
tested at a railroad station in The
Hague nearby.
That kind of thing hasn’t been
reported anywhere else, but
opposition to 5G deployment has
arisen around the world. Beyond
long-term effects on people, some
scientists claim 5G microwaves
will have deadly impacts on small
wildlife, particularly insects. On the
other hand, most say 5G will
be safe.
Not that the debate matters. We’ll
get to find out for ourselves. At this
point, with billions of dollars at
stake, nothing will stop deployment
of 5G. LL

A trucker for 10 years
and trucking journalist
for more than 15 years,
John Bendel’s biggest
inspiration still comes
from his readers.
For his series in Land
Line, he wants to know
what kind of technology
has become part of your job. Love it, hate
it, how does it work for you? Email John at
John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
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entirely when modernizing hours-of-service standards.”
During the hearing, Womack echoed OOIDA’s sentiments that the
CSA data is “flawed.”
“We have serious concerns,” OOIDA wrote. “Despite recent positive
developments, the CSA program remains critically flawed and
categorically unfair to truckers. Publicly posting an analysis of violations
developed under CSA while the system is still being improved is
extremely problematic.”
FMCSA still has to adhere to CSA reforms established in 2015’s Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation Act. Those provisions require the
following before moving forward with publication of CSA information:
•
•
•
•

Submission of a National Academy of Sciences correlation study.
Identified deficiencies have been addressed.
A corrective plan has been implemented.
FMCSA has addressed all issues raised in the report titled
‘‘Modifying the Compliance, Safety, Accountability Program Would
Improve the Ability to Identify High Risk Carriers.”
• DOT secretary has initiated modification of the CSA program.

Assuming all of those requirements have been satisfied, FMCSA could
resume publication of CSA data.
OOIDA, however, is concerned that until all issues with CSA
scores are fixed none of its information should be available for public
consumption. OOIDA Director of Government Affairs Collin Long
said that the FAST Act reforms are a step in the right direction and data
should not be published until those terms are met.
Jay Grimes, OOIDA’s director of federal affairs, said he anticipates
further amendments and debates on the bill’s riders.
Other trucking-related provisions in the bill involve an ELD
exemption for livestock haulers and underride guard inspections.

ELD exemption for ag/insect haulers
Another provision in the appropriations bill would extend ELD
exemptions for motor carriers hauling livestock or insects. Similar to
language used in Section 135, the provision bars using funds to enforce
ELD requirements on qualifying carriers.
More specifically, qualified truckers will be exempt from ELD
regulations through Sept. 30, 2020, which is when fiscal year 2020 ends.

Underride guard inspection
An update to annual inspection regulations, one provision will require
that rear underride guards be included in the inspections.
This provision changes nothing about requirements for rear underride
guards. Rather, it only ensures compliance by adding them to the
inspection list.
Nothing within the proposed bill is guaranteed to make it into the final
draft. LL
Land Line’s Tyson Fisher contributed to this report.
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IN THE COURTS

Parties agree to $135M settlement
in Navistar MaxxForce engine lawsuit
selective catalytic reduction technology.
Class members will have six months after court approval
to make their elections and file a claim.
The settlement could end up costing Navistar even more
than the $135 million settlement. On May 29, the
company submitted a Form 8-K with the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission claiming a total loss of
$159 million in the second quarter for “expected
obligations under the settlement agreement.” The company
provided Land Line with the following statement:

N

avistar is expected to pay a hefty sum to settle a
lawsuit over defects with its now-defunct
MaxxForce engines.
A law firm representing plaintiffs in a lawsuit against the
maker of International Trucks announced a $135 million
settlement agreement had been reached on behalf of
members of the class action.
According to a news release in May from Lieff Cabraser
Heimann & Bernstein, parties involved in a Navistar
MaxxForce engine nationwide class action lawsuit have
reached an agreement. The lawsuit is based around certain
MaxxForce 11- and 13-liter diesel engines equipped with
an allegedly defective EGR emissions system.

Class members will be able to choose from
three options: a “no questions asked” cash
payment of $2,500 per truck; a $10,000
rebate on a new truck; or up to $15,000 per
truck in provable out-of-pocket damages
caused by the alleged defect.
If approved by Judge Joan B. Gottschall of the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, Navistar
will pay $135 million. Class members will be able to
choose from three options: a “no questions asked” cash
payment of $2,500 per truck; a $10,000 rebate on a new
truck; or up to $15,000 per truck in provable out-of-pocket
damages caused by the alleged defect.
Proposed class members include all entities or
individuals that owned or leased 2011-14 model year
vehicles equipped with a MaxxForce 11- or 13-liter engine
certified to meet EPA 2010 emissions standards without
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This would mark the third large payout for Navistar for
issues with the MaxxForce engines. In March, an Ohio
jury awarded plaintiffs more than $1 million in a lawsuit
over the faulty engines. In December 2017, a Tennessee
judge upheld a jury’s decision to order Navistar to pay
Milan, Tenn.-based trucking company Milan Supply Chain
Solutions $30 million for the purchase of 243 International
ProStar trucks.
In those two lawsuits, trucking companies began
experiencing issues shortly after purchasing Navistar
trucks. Specifically, the trucks experienced issues with
the exhaust gas recirculation system, EGR coolers, EGR
valves and other engine components.
According to court documents, Navistar admitted during
trial that it installed the MaxxForce engine after knowing
about the issues. Navistar also admitted that these
problems were not disclosed to customers.
Knowledge of the issue reached the top of the corporate
ladder at Navistar. Emails to Navistar CEO Troy Clarke
informed him that the senior vice president of engineering
was well aware that the company did not validate the
engine, claiming a lack of time for testing. LL

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

“Navistar is taking a charge of $159 million in
the second quarter to address the costs associated
with current period liabilities and future potential
settlements of certain litigation related to Model
Year 2011-2014 Class 8 trucks sold in the U.S.
with the company’s 11 & 13-liter EGR only
engines, including U.S. class action lawsuits. This
amount also includes additional funds for certain
other engine lawsuits that are not included in the
settlement agreement. The settlement agreement
remains subject to approval by the Court.
Navistar expects that this preliminary step toward
the settlement of these U.S. class action lawsuits will
accelerate our efforts to move past the MaxxForce
11L and 13L EGR engines in the U.S.”
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Got your card?
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Get your savings!

Your OOIDA membership
card gives you more
than 90 discounts,
rebates and more.

This card will
pay you back!

Not a member?

Call 816-229-5791 or visit www.ooida.com

OOIDA
MEMBER DISCOUNTS, REBATES & SERVICES

JUNE2019
2019
JULY
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Your card.
Your savings.
Your OOIDA membership card
gives you more than 90 discounts,
rebates and more.
NEW

Mack Trucks offers
DISCOUNT
OOIDA members a
$2,000 USD Parts and
Service Loyalty Reward Card
per eligible 2019 MY and 2020 MY
Granite GR series (excludes MHD), LR, TerraPro, Anthem
and Pinnacle truck purchase, up to 5 per year. Truck must
be retailed and warranty registered by Dec. 31, 2019.

10%
CabComfortDirect offers OOIDA members 10% off
Espar and Red Dot products. CabComfortDirect is
the online parts division of Transport Refrigeration and
offers air conditioners, coolant heaters, air heaters,
cargo heaters, trailers parts, APU parts and more.

15%
Centramatic offers OOIDA members a 15% discount
plus prepaid freight in the U.S. on their on-board
wheel balancers. The balancers increase tire life, reduce
maintenance costs, and increase fuel economy.

5%
Raney’s Truck Parts offers OOIDA members 5% off
parts and accessories, including chrome. Raney’s is a
leading provider of aftermarket parts and accessories for
the heavy-duty trucking industry
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NEW

CDL Legal
DISCOUNT
offers OOIDA
members 17% off
their regular rate.
The CDL Legal plan requires their nationwide network
of attorneys to have a minimum of 5 years CDL
defense experience and provides you and your spouse
protection in any vehicle you drive.

10%

LSI offers
OOIDA members
10% off Hot Shot’s
Secret engine products
for heavy-duty trucks.
Hot Shot’s Secret is a family of highly concentrated
additives that provide problem-specific solutions for
diesel engines. Get your coupon code at OOIDA.com/
discounts for use at checkout on HotShotsSecret.com.

$

50

Donvel offers OOIDA members a $50 discount on
steer axle stabilizers. The stabilizers turn air springs into
a powerful source of ride control for the front end of the
truck for greater ride safety and stability, less pain and
fatigue, and longer shock absorber life and tire wear.

Not a member yet?
Call us! 816-229-5791
or visit www.ooida.com
JULY 2019
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Aerodynamic
Equipment
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Azigo Online Mall
Boot Barn
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot & OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

Electronics

Parts & Equipment

Truckers Advantage

Other Discounts

American Hearing Benefits
American Truck
Historical Society
Anytime Fitness

Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Truckerdox

OOIDA’s Permits and Licensing
Department is giving truck owners
a heads-up: It’s time to pay your
federal highway use tax for heavy
vehicles. It’s that $550 fee you
pay each year when you file
an IRS Form 2290.
The current tax period runs July 1 to June 30, 2020.
For trucks and other taxable vehicles in use during July,
the Form 2290 and payment are due on Aug. 31. State
governments require proof of payment as a condition of
vehicle registration.
Fleets with 25 or more vehicles must pay online with
the IRS. Smaller fleets still have the option of paying
by mailed check or money order or online. You must
have an Employer Identification Number to e-file.
The OOIDA Permits and Licensing Department can
assist members with filing Form 2290.
If you are comfortable filing it yourself online, you
can do so at OOIDA2290.com. A small processing fee
will apply. LL
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Tires

CDL Legal
Clean Slate Tax
DakotaPost
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
Interstate Sleep Apnea
Solutions
MyMilesMatter
National Truck Protection
Phoenix Sleep Solutions
PrePass
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers
Tax Defense Network
Tax Help MD
Taxation Solutions
Team CME
Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions
Urgent Care Travel

It’s 2290 time

JULY
JULY 2019
2019

Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere
Bauer Built
Michelin
Octagon
Purcell Tire & Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental

Travel

Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car Rental

4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Mafia
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Bud & Tony’s Truck
Parts
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
Hot Shot’s Secret
Mission Financial
Services
Raney’s Truck Parts
QuikTrip Corporation

SUPPORTERS

Fuel

4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
Bud and Tony’s Truck Parts
CabComfortDirect
Centramatic
ClearMotion
CSTK (Thermo King)
Dipetane
Donvel
Dura-Lite
Flitz International
Hot Shot’s Secret
LKQ Heavy Truck
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
Raney’s Truck Parts
RigMaster
Tarpstop
TruckClaws

Services

Corporate Supporters

SILVER LEVEL

Blue Tiger
Cobra Electronics
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
MaTrack
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System Technologies
Xantrex

TruckDog USA
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

OOIDA
GOLD LEVEL

?

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the Membership
Department at 816-229-5791 for details on discounts.

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
Capital Solutions, Inc.
Clean Slate Tax
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Inter Americas
Insurance Corp.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Help MD
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Refrigeration, Inc.
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co., Inc.
X Factors

Truck & Trailer

American Trailer & Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
International Used Truck Centers

Kenworth
Mack Trucks
Peterbilt
Ryder Used Vehicle Sales
SelecTrucks
Western Star

SAFE DRIVING
Award Recipients
MEMBER

YEARS

Ellen Salacinski...................1
Bryan Fourt..........................2
Joshua Salacinski...............2
Timothy R. Wheeler.............9
Dave W. Peterson................15
Tina W. Peterson.................15
Dennis M. Mraz....................17
David R. Panos....................18
Gerald McCarty....................19
Anthony F. Reynolds...........19
Russell S. Thompson..........20
Barry Raymond Donovan...24
Lawrence L. Gerhart............24
David W. Murphy.................25
Gary W. Hills Sr....................28
Dale Hadland........................33
William “Ernie” Broyles Jr..39
Hamed Diab..........................41
Lee Q. Platt...........................48
SPONSORED BY
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Listen anytime, anywhere,
on any device.
Get the in-depth information you’ve
come to rely on at LandLineNow.com
or on your favorite podcast app.
Of course you can always tune in daily
at 7pm EST, and 4pm PT on Sirius XM
Channel 146.
Call an advertising representative at 816-229-5791 to
find out about advertising on our podcast.
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Congratulations
Life Members

OOIDA
Lonnie Adkins
Gary Akerlund
Michael Alamorian
Sergio Alaniz
Lincoln Allen
David Andres
Darnell Anthony
Ross Armstrong
Frank Arpino
Michael Austin
Scott Back
Stephen Badgett
David Baker
Donald Baker
Edward Baker
Jean Baker
Ronald Baker
Gary Ball
Leroy Ballew
Warren Barbarek
Michael Barnes
Yves Bellington
Michael Bennett
Donald Brooks
Shirley Brooks
Charles Buford
Richard Carby
W. David Carrol
Earnest Carter Jr.
Jose Castro
Darrell Clifton
Craig Coburn

Alex Comer
Lorenzo Coronado
Sylvia Courtney
Steven Cummins
Margaret Davis
Robert Dawson
Paul De Marco
Yves Desplantes
Luis Dominguez
Neal Dover Sr.
Bill Edmonds
Richard Elder
Barbara Evans
Wes Evans
Virgilio Fermin
Patrick Finney
Roger Fitzgerald
Shelley Foard
Roland Freeman Jr.
Gary Geer
Larry Glover
Jesse Goins Jr.
John Graves
Larry Grieb
Joseph Griffin
Ronald Hemry
Duane Hiller
James Hopkins
Mary L. Hopkins
Michael Horst
John Hutter
Alexis Ivanoff

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Stephen Jones
Fiesal Khan
Scott Knight
Kevin Kolb
David Kuhn
Steve Kulow
Normand Lapointe
Steven Laquerre
James Larsen
Brian Leiser
Roger Little
Windell Lively
Michael Maffucci
Steve Mannino
Robert March
Donald Matthews
Loren Maxwell
William Mayhew
Robert McGill
Gregory Meads
Brian Medeiros
Michael Mestas
Paulette Mestas
George Miller II
Julian Miranda
Ralph Montoya
Raymond Moore
Edward More
Patrick Moss
Carolyn Murdock
James T. Murphy
Joseph Myers
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Chris DePaolo
Guy S. Durfee
Nathan Dwayne Ferris
Reginald M. Fils
James E. Fuller
Samuel J. Gerlach
John W. Goljenboom
Anthony T. Guarisco
Chris Haas
John Hassler
Robert A. Haun
William G. Henophy Jr.
Bruce Hillenbrand
Helen R. Hudecek
Robert D. Hunn
Travis L. Jilek
Alfred J. Johnson Jr.
David A. Kearns
Gregory Kinch
Michael S. Kissinger

Scott Stanard
Johnny Stephens
Charles Stewart
William Suggs
Herbert Sumey Jr.
Thomas Symington
Timothy Thomas
Richard Thompson
Victor Torres
Guy Trent
Don Valgardson
Allen Vinson
John Voelk
Paul Vogel
Robert Wamsley
Terry Wayland
Ernest Westbrook
Dwayne Wheatley
Carl Whetzel III
David White
Gayla White
George Whitney Jr.
Phillip Wilcox
Ronald Wildenhain
Henry Williams
Michael Williams
Keith Wilson
Demi Wisecarver
Paul Yoder
William Youngs

Call 816-229-5791 or visit
OOIDA.com to join today.

Senior Members
Kemal Alajbegovic
Timothy G. Anderson
Steve Babineau
Robert B. Bell
Marlaina Betnaza
Jamal Singh Bhangal
Kevin W. Blascziek
Edgar Boteo
Jim D. Boyer
Lorenzo Bryant
Brian David Burgess
Christofer A. Cole
Jeannette M. Cole
Chad Corey
Greg Cracraft
John Patrick Curry
Brian D. Dabney
Hughie A. Dahl
Gregory S. Decker
Michael T. DeMarco

Sheryl R. Myers
Scott Naab
William Norton
James Olson
Larry Olson
William Pabon Jr.
Ross Passalacqua
Tracy Perkins
Alfred Pettitt
Gary Phelps
Russell Reigle
Gary Richardson
John Robbins
Peggy Ruby
Jon Ruggeri
Thomas Rush
Gregory Salwasser
Robert Santee
Gary Saulsbery
James Saunders
Mark Sawallis
Joseph Seymour-Ttee
Alan Shea
Howard Shepherd
Barbara Sizemore
Brett Smith
Mary Smith
Stephen Smith
Thomas Smith
Mark Smoody
Kimberly South
Roger South

Sheila M. Kissinger
Alan B. Kitzhaber
Greg M. Larson
Paul R. Levasseur
Mark Lowe
Michael A. Miller
Mark A. Mittower
Lyle Alan Molyneux
Francisco J. Montoya
Raquel Montoya
Andrew C. Mula
Thomas E. Nefzger
Misty Norton
Doug E. Oberlin
Robert I. Park Jr.
Rocco Pelopida
Marcelo Pimentel
Conroy Powell
John M. Quinlan
Ron Rau

Gennadiy Raykhtsaum
David G. Rissler
Kim L. Robson
Mario Romero
David William Rouff
Scott A. Rud
Donald B. Rutter
Bhupinder S. Sandhu
Eric J. Sandoval
Shelly C. Sandoval
Antonio Santiago
Kyle W. Santomo
Eric J. Sauter
Shane Scheve
Dennis L. Schlueter
Patrick Scott
Lenny L. Seaman
Bobby Wayne Short
Avtar Singh
Barry Smith

Michael Stevenson
Mark G. Stone
Michelle Sutton
Kevin Tayman
Matthew Richard Todd
Christopher C. Townzen
Douglas J. Troska
Jay Underwood
Jorge Ramon Walker
Rodney Warfield
Jerry D. Winkley
David W. Wood
Prudencio Yerena
Anthony Jay Yoder
Jeffrey T. Young
Randall Thomas Zink
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Citrus Mistress makes
a splash in Kentucky
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The unique color makes this striking Kenworth impossible to miss.

The awesomely detailed interior is icing on the cake.

This W900 was shut down at the beginning of 2019 to start
prepping for the Kentucky show.
Details were done to make the truck unique, including
painting the engine and transmission orange and painting the
valve cover white. 4 State Trucks had a hand in what you see
today with the sunburst inserts in the stainless steel deck plate,
step covers, and T-bar rear bumper. Polishing was completed
by High Shine out of Texas who is Fleenor Bros.’ go-to for
all of their polishing needs. The Fleenor Bros. shop counter
sunk all of the frame bolts to give it a smooth look from front
to back. The truck sports a 12-gauge sun visor, Hogebuilt
half fenders, 20-inch bumper from 4 State Trucks and classic

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

Check out this classy Kenworth W900L that is quite
obviously set apart from the rest.
The truck is owned by Kyle “KC” Cousins and his
wife, Sara, of Fleenor Bros. out of Carthage, Mo.
They named this lil’ beauty “Citrus Mistress” for
her true orange color representing KC’s love of the
Tennessee Volunteers as he is a proud graduate of the
University of Tennessee, and, of course, the running
joke that wives dub their husbands’ trucks “the
mistress.”
Fleenor Bros., was started in 1986 by KC’s parents,
Darcy and Janice Cousins who still own the operation
today, with KC owning a good portion of the trucks
and equipment. Today, Fleenor runs about 50 working
power units with a fleet comprised entirely of clean,
well-kept and showy Kenworths.
As 2018 came to an end, KC wasn’t entirely sure he
wanted to prep a truck for the Mid-America Trucking
Show in Louisville, Ky., but he and longtime
employee, Sid Calangelo, sat down and decided to
take on the project of getting this truck ready for
MATS. The truck was entered in the limited mileage
bobtail with working miles class, since it had been an
extra truck, driven throughout the year by the crew in
the event a load needed to be recovered.
What you see is a 2017 Kenworth W900L Icon
No. 899. The truck boasts a 565 Cummins ISX under
the hood with an 18-speed transmission and 3:36
rears. The paint scheme is classified as Kenworth’s
Malibu scheme, which is an old stripe style from the
Kenworth archives. KC has a book of retro Kenworth
stripes and scheme patterns, which he resorts to each
time he orders a new truck.
He likes to have something a little different that
sets his trucks apart from the rest. KC made sure the
stripes not only showed on the sides of the truck but
also wrapped around the back of the sleeper to give it
that highly finished look.
The truck was ordered in January 2017 and built at
the Renton, Wash., plant. Before being shipped for
delivery, the interior was stripped and upgraded by
Two Bee’s Upholstery. Upon delivery in June 2017,
the truck’s original 280-inch wheelbase was stretched
to a 303-inch wheelbase.
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5-inch flat top stacks with smooth stack guards. The truck
had originally been delivered with 7-inch stacks and standard
muffler guards, but KC has an eye for the old-school cool look,
so they were swapped out.
The truck was driven, not trailered to Louisville, as was their
well-recognized 2008 Kenworth W900 Ace in the Hole.
Ace was featured inside one of the booths in the convention
center. And Citrus Mistress took best of show in limited
mileage bobtail with working miles and, upon returning from
the Paul K. Young Truck Beauty Championship, has set its
sights on the open road and working for a living.
Citrus Mistress is now based out of their Utah terminal,
where it will mostly be seen pulling a tanker trailer or a step
deck/flatbed when the tanker work is slow.
The entire Fleenor stable is made up of eye-appealing
Kenworth workhorses, but the Citrus Mistress is the latest
proud addition to the KC Cousins collection. Keep an eye
peeled, and you may see it burst through a town near you. LL

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

Starburst pleating was done on rear bumper, deck plates and battery covers.

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own and
operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo. They have been
entrenched in trucking for three generations and have
but one focus: To serve America’s truckers and assist
in keeping them “looking good and rolling proud” as
they travel the highways.
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TRUCK PARKING

Truck Parking Inc.

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Almost 90% of truck parking spaces derive from the
private sector, i.e., truck stops. Meanwhile, the
government continues to use its resources on studies
and workshops. What exactly are both sectors doing to
solve the truck parking crisis? Let’s take a look.

Private sector

Of the more than 300,000 truck parking spaces identified
in Jason’s Law survey results, 272,000 of those
spaces are at private truck stops.
Although these private companies are
providing the bulk of
the nation’s truck
parking spots, the high
demand has given them
the incentive to do even
more.
Take Pilot Flying J. In
addition to providing
parking spaces, PFJ has
revamped its mobile
app to help drivers
reduce time spent
74 LAND LINE
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searching for parking through Prime Parking reservations.
The app also allows all drivers, not just truckers, to plan
their trip ahead of time by knowing which locations on
their route have the amenities they need.
TravelCenters of America is taking a similar approach
with technology. TA’s app is called TruckSmart. Much
like PFJ’s app, TruckSmart allows truckers to map out
their trip and use its Reserve-It! program. These
reservations can be valuable at locations known to have
severely limited parking.
Love’s Travel Stops also has an app, but unlike the
other two companies, it does not have reserved, paid
parking at any of its locations. Mapping
abilities to plan a trip are available. Love’s
also is expanding parking with new locations
and additions to existing locations.
Something worth noting about all three
apps: They do not provide real-time parking
availability. In order to offer that information,
every parking space would require a sensor,
and those cost money.
Some truck stops are
testing the idea at
certain locations, but
to include sensors at
every location is too
costly. Besides, if

© vit - Fotolia.com

When it comes to truck parking, the
private sector is providing the lion’s share.
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Pilot Flying J provides twice
as many truck parking spaces
(73,000) as every public rest area
combined (36,000).

there ever comes a day when parking is efficient, there will
be no need for that technology. However, TravelCenters of
America does a manual parking count approximately every
two hours.
All of these offerings from the private sector do not come
easy. A spokesperson for TravelCenters of America
acknowledged some resistance that comes from the local
communities.
Known as the Not In My Backyard – or NIMBY –
crowd, some residents try to stop a new location from
opening or prevent the expansion of a current location. TA
said that one way to overcome this challenge is to build a
good relationship with the community and to educate
residents. This not only includes pointing out the
importance of the trucking industry but also letting
residents know about the number of people the truck stop
employs and the taxes paid to the city.

© vit - Fotolia.com

Public sector

Representing a little more than 10% of the nation’s truck
parking spaces, the government has arguably not done
enough to alleviate the problem. In recent years, efforts
have focused on studies and technology.
Jason’s Law was a truck parking-related provision
included in the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st
Century Act of 2012. It called for a survey for the
government to use to pinpoint exactly where the problem
areas are. Results for the survey were released in
August 2015.
Nearly four years later, the federal government’s followup to Jason’s Law survey isn’t a plan to establish more
parking in those areas. Rather, the response to Jason’s Law
survey is a second bite of the apple, with Jason’s Law
survey 2.0, currently underway.
Results for the second version of Jason’s Law survey,
which will likely reveal mostly the same information as the
first edition, won’t be available until 2020, nearly a decade
after Jason’ Law was signed. So what does the federal
government have to show for a decade’s worth of work?
Mobile apps and signs.
JULY 2019
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The Federal Highway Administration has been giving
states millions of dollars to implement what is called the
Truck Parking Information and Management System, or
TPIMS. Eight states in the Midwest were awarded
$25 million to build an app and electronic signs along the
highway to notify truckers how many parking spaces are –
or are not – available.
One advantage the government’s app has over the apps in
the private sector is real-time monitoring of spaces.
Wherever the technology is used, sensors are located within
every truck parking space. Then again, when there are very
few spaces to pay for, the cost is relatively negligible. For
example, Pilot Flying J provides twice as many truck
parking spaces (73,000) as every public rest area combined
(36,000).
Similar measures of studies and apps are being taken at
the state level as well. Some states, like Missouri, are doing
their part by turning old weigh stations into truck-only
parking lots. However, those states are anomalies, not
the norm.
At the local level, Jason’s Law survey explicitly
acknowledges the NIMBY issues in a section titled
“Changing Public Perception on Truck Parking.” The report
states, “Public acceptance of the solutions is critical to
eliminating opposition to expanding facilities and to raising
awareness about the challenge of illegal or unofficial truck
parking practices.”
Based on the battle private truck stops are having setting
up new locations, public acceptance remains a hurdle in
many communities. LL
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Truck parking apps

Trucker Path

RoadHunter

RoadBreakers

1M+ downloads
43,000 reviews
4.6 stars

100K+ downloads
800 reviews
4.2 stars

10K+ downloads
80 reviews
3.9 stars

Pilot Flying J

DAT Trucker

TruckMap

1M+ downloads
11,000 reviews
3.7 stars

100K+ downloads
3,000 reviews
4.1 stars

10K+ downloads
100 reviews
3.8 stars

Love’s Connect

Trucker Tools

MileOn

500K+ downloads
21,000 reviews
4.6 stars

100K+ downloads
1,000 reviews
3.8 stars

10K+ downloads
100 reviews
3.3 stars

Truck Parking USA

Find Truck Service

Park My Truck

100K+ downloads
500 reviews
4.4 stars

50K+ downloads
600 reviews
4.5 stars

5K+ downloads
40 reviews
2.3 stars

TA & Petro
TruckSmart

Truckbubba

100K+ downloads
3,000 reviews
4.0 stars
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50K+ downloads
500 reviews
4.4 stars

© DoubletreeStudio - Fotolia.com

While the private and public sectors continue to find ways to create truck parking spaces throughout the nation,
it may be best to use available tools to make finding a spot easier. Here are some of the truck parking apps
available, including the number of downloads, number of reviews and average rating on a zero to five-star scale
from the Google Play app store.
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BUSINESS

Watch out
Amazon takes aim at UPS and Fedex
with a move into freight brokering.
By John Bendel, contributing editor at-large

They’ve been predicting it for a
while. Now it has happened. Amazon
is officially a logistics company – a
truckload broker, to be specific.
OK, that’s not exactly what trucking
experts predicted. They expected the
retail juggernaut named after a South
American river and led by Jeff Bezos,
the richest man in the world, to
launch a package business to compete
with UPS and Fedex. Amazon has
sort of done that on a small scale
from individual distribution centers

© Andrei Stanescu - Fotolia.com

But Amazon is doing
more than expanding
a logistics business.
It’s also helping its
core retail operation.
using independent contractors with
vans who can easily be exploited.
They don’t compete with “UPdex” in
a serious way – at least not yet.
This is different. Now Amazon is
acting as a truckload freight broker
for shippers, some of whom already
sell through Amazon. “Tap into the
scale of Amazon as we extend our
carrier network to give you bestin-class service at great rates,” says
Amazon to shippers on its website at
Freight.Amazon.com.
The site says its “beta” service
offers 53-foot dry vans in
Connecticut, Maryland, New Jersey,
New York, and Pennsylvania. But
checking their website, I was quoted a
rate to Boston of $791 from Newark,
N.J., to be picked up and delivered
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on the same day. That quote was to
a shipper, not a carrier. Last I heard,
Boston was in Massachusetts.
Amazon recently offered its
Amazon Prime customers oneday shipping instead of its former
two-day shipping. But that’s at the
consumer level, which probably
does not include truckloads. Still, the
truckload time requirements hint at an
acceleration across Amazon’s supply
chain.
On its website, Amazon says it can
charge shippers low rates – almost
30% lower than contract rates –
because it does not add on a broker
fee. Presumably the brokerage service
is free.
Why would Amazon give away the
service? John Paul Hampstead has a
theory. Writing in FreightWaves, he
says Amazon is sacrificing cash to
grab market share for its brokerage.
In fact, when the brokerage service
was announced, the stock prices of
big logistics providers C.H. Robinson
and J.B. Hunt on the NASDAQ

and XPO on the New York Stock
Exchange all fell.
But Amazon is doing more than
expanding a logistics business. It’s
also helping its core retail operation.
“By taking no margin during soft
freight seasons and keeping trucks
running, Amazon will have capacity
locked up and ready to move truly
staggering e-commerce volumes
in November and December,”
Hampstead wrote.
According to people I spoke
with, Amazon’s no-fee-to-shippers
truckload rates that presumably pass
through to carriers, rank from level
with current spot rates at the top end
to just plain lousy at the bottom. Of
course, spot rates at the moment are
not great. They hardly compare with
2018, a banner year for trucking.
No one is surprised Amazon is
setting itself up to make more money
– if not now, then in the near future.
But at the rates I saw quoted, no
carrier or owner-operator is going to
get rich in the deal. LL
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Michelin event in Montreal
explores future of transport
The Movin’On Summit attracted hundreds of innovators
from across the world to discuss sustainable mobility.
MONTREAL – In June, Michelin held its annual
Movin’On Summit, a three-day conference exploring
sustainable mobility. Among the many events, Michelin
announced its new prototype tire called Uptis, an airless
tire the company made in collaboration with General
Motors.

Uptis
On June 4, Michelin introduced a new airless, prototype
tire called Uptis. The tire was created in collaboration
with General Motors to create airless wheel technology,
reducing the risks of flat tires.
Uptis, or Unique Puncture-proof Tire System, was
announced during the summit. Michelin and
GM reached a research agreement that
intends to make the Uptis tire available
for passenger vehicles as early as
2024.

On June 4, Michelin
introduced a new
airless, prototype tire
called Uptis.
By reducing the possibility
of flat tires, Uptis will allow
safer driving for commuters,
Michelin said. Passenger
vehicle fleets will potentially
save money by reducing
downtime caused by flat tires
and other issues arising from
tires that use air.
Using improvements in tire
architecture and composite
78 LAND LINE
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materials, the tires can handle a passenger vehicle’s weight
at moving speeds. Michelin estimates that as many as
200 million tires are scrapped prematurely due to
punctures, improper air pressure and other damages
caused by the roads.
GM will begin testing Uptis tires on its Chevrolet Bolt
electric vehicle. A test fleet of Bolts will hit the streets of
Michigan later this year.
Uptis is part of Michelin’s Vision concept that was
launched two years ago at its Movin’On Summit. The
concept includes four areas of innovations towards
sustainable mobility: airless, connected, 3D-printed and
100% sustainable, which means completely renewable or
bio-sourced materials.
“Uptis is an ideal fit for propelling the automotive
industry into the future and a great example of how our
customers benefit when we collaborate and innovate with
our supplier partners,” said Steve Kiefer, GM’s senior vice
president of global purchasing and supply chain.
According to a Michelin spokesperson, both companies
are focusing on passenger vehicles at the moment. Any
potential application for larger vehicles will have to wait
until at least after the five-year development process for
the current passenger vehicle prototype.

Autonomous technology
A conference called “New Roadmap for Autonomous
Vehicles: Rebuilding Trust” attracted a large crowd. One
speaker Hadi Zablit, senior vice president of business
development for the Renaul-Nissan-Mitsubishi Alliance,
identified some of the issues with autonomous vehicles.
To start, Zablit suggested that cost and efficiency need
to greatly improve in order to expedite the launch of
autonomous vehicles. People will have less incentive to
adopt AVs if they are more expensive, yet less efficient,
than traditional vehicles.
Kristopher Carter, co-chairman of the Mayor’s Office
of New Urban Mechanics in Boston, discussed public
perception of self-driving cars. One way the city of

Photos by Tyson Fisher, tire photos courtesy of Michelin

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer
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Photos by Tyson Fisher, tire photos courtesy of Michelin

Stakeholders discuss the future of
autonomous vehicles during the Movin’On
Summit. (clockwise from far left) Kristopher
Carter, co-chairman of the Mayor’s Office
of New Urban Mechanics in Boston; Pierre
Schaeffer, Thales’ chief marketing officer;
Juergen Reers, Accenture managing
director; Alejandro Zamorano, moderator;
Venkat Sumantran, chairman of Celeris
Technologies.

Boston addressed this issue was by holding what it called an
AV “petting zoo.”
In October 2017, Boston launched an event formally called
“Robot Block Party.” In addition to a variety of robotic
technologies, several autonomous vehicles were featured at
the event in a section dubbed Autonomous Vehicle Petting
Zoo. The public was allowed to get up close and personal
with autonomous vehicles and learn about the technologies.
Carter also suggested that there should be more focus on
autonomous vehicles within mass transportation rather than
single-occupant vehicles. Several larger cities are trying to
push commuters toward mass transit in an attempt to take
more vehicles off the road, thereby enhancing safety.
Carter said there needs to be a “paradigm shift” within
society. More specifically, he said when it comes to
transportation, people need to shift from an individualistic
mentality (i.e., single-occupant vehicles) to a more
communal mentality (i.e., mass transit).
Considering that, it does not sound like self-driving cars
will be hitting the highways anytime soon. Pierre Schaeffer,
chief marketing officer and senior vice president for ground
transport solutions company Thales, said we will likely see
autonomous rail before we see AV cars.
Explaining the reason for AV trains first, Schaeffer said the
technology will first need to be geofenced, which is more
feasible with trains and other forms of public transportation.
Even then, a human will need to operate.
Schaeffer compared AVs to elevators. Before elevators
were automated, they required a human operator. Even after
technology allowed elevators to move themselves, people
still required a human operator inside for peace of mind
before the general public gradually became comfortable
with the technology. The same logic will apply with AVs,
Schaeffer said.

Fuel cell- and
battery-powered trucks
One workshop titled “Identification of solutions to increase
the range of fuel cell- and battery-powered heavy-duty
trucks” brought in about two dozen stakeholders to
collaborate and find ways to make alternative fuels more
efficient.
JULY 2019
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A group of innovators map out solutions to make fuel cell- and batterypowered trucks more efficient during a workshop at Michelin’s Movin’On
Summit in Montreal.

Participants were split into groups that worked on one of
five focus areas:
X Battery technologies and infrastructure.
X Fuel cell technologies and infrastructure.
X Aerodynamic technologies.
X Light weighting/tires/axles technologies.
X Fleet operation adaptations.
The group most relevant to owner-operators, fleet
operation adaptations, identified infrastructure, equipment
availability and grid reliability as three major roadblocks for
electric trucks. The solution: an electric truck highway in
heavy freight corridor areas.
More specifically, participants suggested that a corridor
dedicated in favor of electric trucks could help solve issues
arising from the identified roadblocks. The dedicated
corridor may not necessarily be exclusive to electric trucks,
but a toll on diesel trucks or some other factors favorable to
electric trucks could be installed, such as longer combos for
electric trucks.
The electric truck-dedicated corridor could help with
availability because of dedication from carriers. Such
dedication would incentivize investment into charging
stations throughout that corridor.
One area that the groups agreed on was more investment
from original equipment manufacturers. It was suggested
that if more OEMs invest in the science and research,
technological advances could be expedited. LL
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By Paul Abelson SENIOR CONTRIBUTING TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

MAINTENANCE

Q&A

Kenworth oil, DEF-SCR
I have a new T680 with a
Paccar MX-13 motor,
500 horsepower, 1,850 lb-ft. For
years, I’ve been using 15W-40 oil,
because it worked well on all my
Kenworths. I’m coming up on my
first oil change and people at the
dealership are telling me to use
10W-30, but they don’t say why.
What do you say and why?

A

I say go with 10W-30, but
even I don’t take my word
for such matters. To be sure, I
checked with Kenworth’s engineers,
and they said that for your new truck,
API grade CK-4/CJ-4 10W-30 oil is
specified for normal, over-the-road
trucking at ambient temperatures
above 5 degrees. For colder

Kenworth oil
temperature operations, 5W-30 is
allowed, provided it meets API
CK-4/CJ-4 specs. In cold weather,
they recommend that biodiesel
blends not be used or, if unavoidable,
be kept to a minimum blend ratio.
Their initial factory fill is with
10W-30.
Motor oil does more than just
lubricate. It cools, cleans and seals
the engine’s moving parts, too. As a
80 LAND LINE
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coolant, it transfers heat from the
cylinders to the sump and on to the
oil cooler. As a cleaner, it has
detergents and dispersants that
dissolve soot and sludge and carry
them to the oil filters. And as a
sealer, it creates a film barrier around
piston rings and on cylinder walls to
reduce combustion blow-by into the
oil sump.
In the old days, manufacturing
tolerances were relatively large.
Machining was not as precise as we
have today, and metals were not as
durable and were subject to far
greater thermal expansion.
Consequently, thicker oils were
needed to fill the wider gaps and
stand up to the demands of those
engines. And just as you are
questioning the switch to the
improvements offered by 10W-30,
operators back then questioned the
change from straight SAE 40 and
SAE 50 to 15W-40.
With modern materials and
manufacturing processes coupled
with synthetic base stocks and
additives in today’s oils, the oils
stand up to the stresses on them
better then ever before.
When I entered the trucking
industry, the then-new CD oil was all
the rage. Each later advancement
represented a major step forward in
engine oil properties. Since then, we
have progressed through the alphabet
to CK-4 (C for compression ignition
or “commercial,” -4 for the fourstroke cycle, and the letter
designating the generation of oil
properties), the latest and greatest oil
to date.

Engineers assure us that even at the
lighter SAE viscosity it has ample
film strength to lubricate and seal
today’s engines while reducing drag
on moving engine parts because of
its lower viscosity. The result is
improved fuel consumption by 1% to
2% and a recommended oil drain
interval up to 75,000 miles (as long
as idling time is less than 20%). If
you idle more, your new engine can
still go 50,000 miles between oil
changes in on-highway operations

Q.

I drive a 2015 Mack Granite
daycab with a 455 hp MP8
and 1,760 pounds of torque. I haul
mostly dirt and rock locally and
regionally, with occasional loads of
sand or ash. I get home almost every
night. I have a big shed for my
truck, like a garage but bigger.

DEF-SCR
Lately, my check-engine light has
been coming on quite a bit, and it
says I have problems with my SCR
system. It costs a small fortune to
get it fixed, not to mention the hauls
I lose when it’s in the shop.
I get my DEF from my dealer, so I
know it’s pure. It’s delivered in
2½-gallon jugs. I keep it in the shed

© Ivan Uralsky - Fotolia.com; © Bjorn Wylezich

Q.

JULY 2019

6/13/19 4:40 PM

TruckMiles

®

and top off every night when I shut
down. I also keep a jug in the cab for
when I’m out overnight. Why is my
truck acting up, and what can I do to
stop it?

© Ivan Uralsky - Fotolia.com; © Bjorn Wylezich

A

The SCR (selective catalytic
reduction) system is easily
contaminated, and the DEF (diesel
exhaust fluid) is sensitive to
contamination and degradation. The
process converts the urea into
ammonia, which gets chemically
reduced, broken down in the presence
of the catalyst. (A catalyst causes a
reaction but is not part of it.) The result
is nitrogen gas and water vapor go out
the exhaust instead of smog-forming
nitrogen oxides.
Specifications for DEF call for
32.5% technically pure urea mixed
with purified water. If one uses
agricultural-grade (fertilizer) urea,
which has impurities, or if the water
has mineral content, it will contaminate
the injectors and coat the precious
metal catalysts, degrading the process.
When sufficiently degraded, check
engine lights come on and engine shut
down will eventually occur. You are
using good DEF, so we can eliminate
that as a factor.
You may possibly allow
contamination in when you refill. DEF
is used at around 2% of diesel use, less
than the contents of a jug each day.
Contaminants may be getting into your
DEF. With your shorter hauls than
over-the-road drivers, you probably use
only part of a DEF container each day.
Dirt or dust can enter when the jug is
opened and reopened.
Temperature and time are also factors
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in maintaining stability of DEF. When
stored at temperatures between 10 and
90 degrees, shelf life is about one year.
If always below 75 degrees, it can be
up to two years. But if storage
temperature gets above 95 degrees,
which it did often last summer, DEF
can break down after 6 months, less if
it’s hotter. Summertime cab
temperatures can get well above that
when you park for lunch. Also, DEF is
corrosive to copper and brass, so avoid
buying from bulk systems with copper
pipes or brass fittings. They, too,
degrade the DEF and hinder the SCR
reaction.
You may want to consider buying
and storing fewer jugs each time to
keep your stock fresh. LL

?

DO YOU HAVE A
MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a specific area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” – Lorne Daigle

l Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
l Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
l Driver expense tracking
l Full color maps
l Multiple stop and location
entries
l Profit margin calculator

Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000,
Grain Valley, MO 64029; email them
to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to
publish an answer to all questions
in Land Line, we will answer as
many as possible.

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax
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By Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

TAX TIPS
Should I incorporate?

A

Q
A

How can incorporating save
me money on my taxes?
There are two types of
corporations, a C corporation
and an S corporation. Tax savings can
be possible with either one. With an S
corporation, the owner of a business
can take money out in two ways. The
first is in the form of a salary. The
second is a distribution, which can
result in tax benefits.

Q

Since all the income of the
S corporation is taxable to
the owner-employee, how much of it
must be taken as salary versus
distribution?
The salary that you are
taking must be reasonable
compensation for the services that

A
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you provide. Beware: if you decide
on an unreasonably low salary and a
high distribution from your company,
the IRS can terminate the S
corporation, and impose taxes at both
the corporate and shareholder level
with penalties. Remember, the
determination of a reasonable salary
is complicated but important. Have
your tax adviser help you. The new
tax law effective Jan. 1, 2018, may
allow a 20% deduction on adjusted
ordinary business income on the
federal return of a pass-through
entity, which is an S corporation or a
LLC not a C corporation.

Q
A

So how do I achieve tax
savings?
The tax savings that one may
realize by incorporating and
subsequently becoming an S
corporation is achieved through
proper tax planning. If you choose to
become a C corporation as opposed
to an S corporation, there are benefits
to the C corporation that the S
corporation does not have. Those
benefits are in the area of “employee
benefits,” such as medical
reimbursement plans, medical
insurance, disability and long-term
care insurance. A C corporation has a
flat tax of 21%, however.

Q
A

What are the key differences
between an S corporation
and a C corporation?
Taxation and corporate
ownership. C corporations
are separately taxable entities and file
a corporate tax return, reporting
profits or losses. The S corporation

shareholders pay personal income tax
on earnings not distributed, salary or
dividend. S corporations are passthrough entities, so there is no tax
paid normally at the federal corporate
level. It is paid at the individual level.

Q
A

What about an LLC?

Operating under your own
LLC is another alternative
way to operate. As an LLC, you can
operate as a sole proprietor.
Everything you do from opening up
your bank account, to the debit or
credit cards, and purchasing your
truck, is done in the LLC name. Even
reporting the business on your
personal tax return is done under the
LLC name. With this status, the
LLC’s income is not taxed at the
entity level. The LLC typically
completes a partnership return if the
LLC has more than one owner. The
LLC alternatively can request from
the IRS to be taxed as a corporation.
You can have your LLC taxed as an S
corporation (Form 2553) or as a C
corporation (Form 8832). LL

This article has been presented by
PBS Tax and Bookkeeping Service,
a company that has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping services
to the trucking industry for more than
a quarter century. If you would like
further information, please contact us
at 800-697-5153. Visit our website at
PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give specific
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.

© david_franklin - Fotolia.com

Q

I am an over-the-road
trucker operating as an
independent sole proprietor and
thinking about becoming a
corporation or an LLC. Is that a
good idea?
There are multiple reasons
why one may consider
incorporating their business. One is
to save on income taxes and another
is to protect your assets. Your
earnings must be high enough to
cover the increased operational costs
of being incorporated while also
insuring tax savings. You should
consult with your attorney regarding
the asset protection issue, and ask
them about becoming a sole
proprietor limited liability corporation
for liability purposes. The LLC may
be cheaper to operate than an S or
C corporation.
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NEED TO KNOW

It’s about 2290 filing time,
OOIDA is here to help

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping

By Land Line staff

OOIDA’s Permits and Licensing
Department is giving truck owners
a heads-up: It’s time to pay your
federal highway use tax for heavy
vehicles. It’s that $550 fee you pay
each year when you file an IRS
Form 2290.
The current tax period runs July
1 to June 30, 2020. For trucks
and other taxable vehicles in use
during July, the Form 2290 and
payments are due Aug. 31. State
governments require proof of
payment as a condition of vehicle
registration.
Fleets with 25 or more vehicles
must pay online with the IRS.
Smaller fleets still have the option
of paying by mailed check or
money order or online. You must
have an Employer Identification

Dental_Memories 2018.2.2

7/16/18

800-697-5153
Number for at least 14 days before
you can e-file.
If you need help, OOIDA
Permits and Licensing Department
can assist members with filing the
Form 2290 for a service fee. Call
800-444-5791.
Paperwork must be received at
OOIDA by Aug. 23 to guarantee
filing by the Aug. 31 deadline.
If you are comfortable filing
them yourself online, you can
do so at OOIDA2290.com. That
service charges a small processing
fee. LL
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Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:

H Quarterly Estimated Taxes
H Financial Statements
H Corporate & LLC formations

KEEP MORE OF WHAT
YOU EARN AND
LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Provide your family with quality
dental coverage through OOIDA.
Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the
Premier Plan.
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& Bookkeeping

H Income Tax Preparation
H Bookkeeping Services

Keep healthy smiles
part of your family
memories with
an OOIDA
Dental Plan.

The Value Plan provides
preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan
provides preventive, basic and
major services (subject to
waiting periods).

pbstax.com

only

159

$

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at 800-715-9369
for more information and a

quote on this or other medical
benefits available.

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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By Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ROAD LAW

e

on

Mission possible or impossible?
You’ve likely heard it before, but it’s worth repeating
again: please don’t just pay a traffic ticket until you know
how it might harm your driving record. This includes
tickets that you receive while operating a noncommercial
vehicle if you hold a commercial driver license and if
you receive a notice from a department of motor vehicles
about suspension or disqualification, please don’t ignore it.

Q.
A

I have a citation for driving while disqualified in
Arkansas. Can you help me?
Yes. Why are you disqualified and can you get
your license reinstated prior to the court date on
your new citation?

Q.
A

I am disqualified for one year for paying a
driving-while-disqualified citation that I received
earlier this year.
What state did you pay the driving-whiledisqualified citation? And why was your license
originally disqualified?

your record of the conviction, which would terminate
the one-year disqualification. However, they may not
agree to modify your record until the case is resolved
in the same court.
n The next step is to choose one or both of the serious
violation citations that you paid and file another
motion for post-conviction relief. If we can get one
or both of the convictions removed and amended to
nonserious violations, then your DMV should correct
your record and the original 60 day disqualification
would have to be withdrawn.
n Assuming we are successful to this point, we would
need to resolve the two driving-while-disqualified
citations with proof that your original disqualification
was no longer valid and that the charges should be
dismissed or amended to another nondisqualifying
offense.

All of my citations were issued in the state of
Arkansas, and I was convicted of two serious
violations in a three-year period. I received a notice from
the Department of Motor Vehicles about a 60-day
disqualification of my CDL, but during that time period,
I continued to drive.
You certainly don’t want to pay the most recent
citation, because it will trigger a longer
disqualification period than you already have. In order to
resolve your problem, it will require some pretty
extraordinary post-conviction relief and any successful
effort on this matter will require us to:

Theoretically, the above resolution is possible. However,
there are numerous factors that make this a very
challenging and costly project. First, all of the courts
involved would need to be receptive to post-conviction
relief and also agree to amend the original charge to
something more favorable to the client. The last hurdle is
the Department of Motor Vehicles and their interpretation
of the masking provisions, whether they will remove
factually based disqualifications and actually correct the
driving record.
The best way to avoid this driver’s situation is to never
be convicted of your first “serious” violation and if you
happen to be facing any suspension or disqualification,
try to resolve it prior to any actual action by the DMV to
limit your driving ability. LL

n Extend your current driving-while-disqualified citation
out as far as we can in the future so we can try to
resolve the violations that have already been paid.
n We will need to go back to the court where you paid
the first driving-while-disqualified citation and file
a motion for post-conviction relief with a request
to vacate the prior guilty plea. If that is successful,
the matter can be placed back on the court calendar,
hopefully far enough down the road that we can try
to resolve the original 60-day disqualification issue.
Also, we will need to try and get the DMV to clear

Send any questions or comments regarding transportation
law to: Jeff McConnell and James Mennella, Road Law,
3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4, Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call
405-242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or contact us via
Roadlaw.net.
This column is the opinion of the writer and does not
necessarily reflect the opinions of Land Line Magazine or
its publisher. Please remember everyone’s legal situation is
different. Consult with an attorney for specific advice on your
situation.

Q.
A

84 LAND LINE

3 - July 2019X.indd 84

JULY 2019

6/13/19 4:40 PM

MORE FEDUP

OOIDA says self-employed
drivers shouldn’t need
to file a job application
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
has submitted formal comments regarding the
FMCSA’s advance notice of proposed rulemaking
on possible changes to the requirement to have
prospective drivers complete an employment
application.
As part of
the comments
delivered
on May 7,
OOIDA
said the
requirement
should be
eliminated for
self-employed owner-operators.
“The information collected from the employment
application is generally duplicative to the data
provided during the MC/DOT number and operating
authority registration processes,” OOIDA wrote in a
letter signed by President and CEO Todd Spencer.
Regarding motor carriers that employ additional
drivers, OOIDA said the current requirement is
generally accepted as a sufficient method for providing
previous work history.
“OOIDA feels the questions listed in the application
can be improved with some slight modifications,
including limiting the scope of the inquiry to the last
three years of employment,” the Association wrote.
The application currently asks drivers to list their
work history for the past 10 years.
“This requirement is burdensome and unnecessary,”
the Association wrote. “The most recent three years
of employment history would provide a substantive
background for motor carriers.”
OOIDA added that some of the information required
can easily be found by motor carriers through other
sources.
“Motor carriers and safety officials could find
ticket and/or accident records through a driver’s
motor vehicle report,” OOIDA wrote. “FMCSA’s preemployment screening program also provides carriers,
individual drivers and industry service providers
access to commercial drivers’ safety records from the
Motor Carrier Management Information System.” LL
JULY 2019
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12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499

GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, Next to Pilot Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com

LAND LINE 85

6/13/19 4:40 PM

OOIDA
on the road

By Land Line Staff

A new Western Star tractor pulls OOIDA’s tour trailer
Jon Osburn, skipper of OOIDA’s touring trailer, has his
hands on the wheel of a new, gleaming red Western Star
tractor.
The new tractor replaces the white-with-blue-trim
Western Star 5700XE that Osburn piloted for two years.
The new truck is a 2018 Western Star 5700XE with
white trim and silver and gold wings on the sides of
the engine compartment. It has an 82-inch high roof
Stratosphere sleeper. A Detroit DD16 15.6-liter engine
powers it, churning out 560 horsepower and 1,850 lb-ft
of torque. The transmission if a Detroit DT12 heavyduty 12-speed overdrive automated manual.
Among the stops where Osburn will be showing off
the new truck are the 40th annual Walcott Truckers
Jamboree on July 11-13 at the Iowa 80 Truckstop in
Walcott, Iowa, and the Shell Rotella SupeRigs truck
show on July 25-28 at Trail’s Travel Center in Albert
Lea, Minn.
Osburn has been pulling The Spirit in a Western Star
truck
since March
2014.
This is the
fourth
SpiritTruck
3_2019
5/31/19
11:23
AM Western
Page 1 Star

truck OOIDA has used.
Osburn spent much of the spring in the southeastern
U.S., where he ran into a lot of drivers pulling reefers
with produce. They were hungry for information about
how to get involved.
One thing anyone driving up and down the East Coast
gets fed up with are the tolls that keep increasing and
popping up. Every state and local government seems to
think of semitrailers as rolling cash cows. An article in
the June issue of Land Line Magazine by Staff Writer
Tyson Fisher really explained the fights over highway
funding and why truckers need to be heard. The article
rang true with a lot of truckers, Osburn says. LL

Senior Member Jon Osburn has been an OOIDA
member since 1993. A former longtime owneroperator, Jon has also worked as a paramedic
and a Navy hospital corpsman. He lives with his
wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and travels with his
loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: JULY 2019
July 1-7

Off duty

July 11-13

40th Annual Walcott
Truckers Jamboree,
Walcott, IA

July 15-17

Petro, Rochelle, IL

I-39, Exit 99

July 18-20

Petro, Gary, IN

I- 90/I-84, Exit 9

July 25-28

Shell Super Rigs
Albert Lea, MN

I-35/ I-90 exit 11

July 29-31

Petro, Effingham, IL

I-70/ I-57, Exit 159
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I-80, Exit 284

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for their
generous use of the 2018 5700 EX as the
Spirit of the American Trucker tour
truck. Western Star’s support of OOIDA,
its mission and its members is greatly
appreciated.
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NEED TO KNOW

Truckers who don’t comply with spotted
lanternfly quarantine could face hefty fines
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

Truckers who don’t comply with a
quarantine effort to restrict the spread
of an invasive insect in Pennsylvania
and nearby states can face fines of up
to $20,000.
The Pennsylvania Department of
Agriculture, as well as surrounding
states, have issued a quarantine
for counties where the presence
of spotted lanternfly has been
confirmed. Pennsylvania, New York,
and New Jersey require permits for
motor carriers that pick up or deliver
a load in the quarantine zone.
The permit program is free,
but failure to comply could cost
an offender. Fred Strathmeyer,
deputy secretary of Pennsylvania’s
Agriculture Department, says the
state would prefer not to issue fines.
Strathmeyer says the quarantine
appears to be containing the insect,
which was first spotted in the U.S. in
2014. He says the time for truckers to
be extra vigilant is July and August,
when the fly enters the adult stage of
its lifecycle.
“It becomes a great hitchhiker at
that point, and that’s really the time
that we’re critically concerned,”
Strathmeyer said in a phone
interview with Land Line Now on
June 6.
The spotted lanternfly is an
invasive planthopper native to
China, India and Vietnam. It has the
potential to greatly affect agricultural
crops, including grapes, hops and
hardwoods.
Truck drivers should be aware,
because states can levy fines and
civil penalties for transporting –
knowingly or unknowingly – spotted
lanternfly and/or their eggs. Satellite
populations have appeared in New
York and Virginia.
Adults are approximately 1 inch
long by a half inch wide, with
distinctive gray, black and red wings

and a yellow abdomen.
The egg mass stage looks “like a
smear of mud” and can be found on
any smooth, hard surface. Egg masses
can be found on trees and plants,
pallets, bricks, stone and metal.
Loads that originate outside the
quarantine zone and are not being
delivered within it do not require a
permit to travel through the zone, per
the Pennsylvania State University
Extension office. Trucks that stop
in the zone and unload product are
required to obtain permits.
Penn State Extension and the
Department of Agriculture offer a free,
self-paced, “train the trainer” online
course to train a designated employee
– usually the owner, manager, or
supervisor – on how to comply
with the quarantine regulations. A
link to the course is on the OOIDA

Foundation website.
Nymphs or adult lanternflies can
be killed simply by being smashed or
squished. The egg mass stage must
be scraped off of whatever surface
it’s located on, into a container that
has rubbing alcohol or hand sanitizer.
Then double-bag the container before
disposing of it.
If you are outside of the quarantine
area, report any sightings to the
Pennsylvania State University
Extension at Extension.PSU.
edu/spotted-lanternfly or call
888-4-BADFLY (888-422-3359). LL
Land Line Now Host Mark Reddig
contributed to this report.

More than
a fuel saver

Safety • Stability • Savings
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.
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STRANGE

THINGS
FILTHY

&

LIES

By Wendy Parker, STAFF WRITER

The road can be a wild and wonderful place. It’s like the internet come true, only with fewer cats
and more “nekkid as hell” characters, most of which have no business being publicly nekkid as
hell. Today’s crazy world may have satire taking a last, gasping breath, but there remain notable
and mentionable strange things. Of course, you can’t serve up an order of strange things without
at least fair warning of the possibility of filthy lies. For legal purposes, and all.

Excuse my lack of patience
with your service serpent
The world has become a terrible and scary place.
Unfortunately, the emotional crutches some people choose
for “soothing their psyche” are often more disturbing to the
rest of us than the terrible and scary world.
When I was a little kid, I carried around a stuffed animal
my granny made for me. I called it “Mousie.” I absolutely
could not survive any extended period of time away from
Mousie without complete and utter emotional destruction.
The thought of life without Mousie was inconceivable. He
was everything to my 4-year-old self, made of velvet and
gingham. Majestic Mousie, with his floppy neck and googly
eyes. I loved Mousie.
Granny made him with a long, thin nose that had a tiny
little pom-pom on the end of it. In times of stress, or bliss,
or pretty much every minute of the day, I shoved the little
pom-pom in my nostril and used Mousie’s nose as a handle,
so his face and ears kept people from seeing me suck my
thumb. He was perfectly proportioned, so I had a line of
vision wide enough to see between his ears to walk while I
held Mousie close.
Looking back, Mousie was actually pretty gross and the
definition of a germ-donkey if there ever was one. This is
beside the fact that he had about 17 choking hazards
sewn to him. I slept with one of my nostrils
completely blocked with the pom-pom nose
and the rest of his body covering my face.
Let’s not forget the thumb in my mouth, just
to make sure my childhood oxygen levels
never crept above a steady “she don’t act right.”
Mousie may or may not have been
responsible for my whole Sunday
school class getting strep
throat, but those filthy
accusations were
never proven, and
that’s what those mean little
kids get for playing keep-away
with something I stuck up my
dang nose and drug all around
Ponce-de-Leon Avenue in
1974.
Y’all remember
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downtown Atlanta in 1974? It wasn’t gentrified and
gorgeous. It’s a wonder we all didn’t get the plague or die
from Kool-Aid poisoning. Lord, mama used tap water, of
all horrific things. We played in the sunshine, slept on our
stomachs and apparently were outlaws of the highest order
for being allowed to ride in the car without seatbelts.
I forgive ya, Mama. And I have a soft spot for those
needing an emotional support item. I’ve been there.
That said, people have done what they do best, and taken
the emotional support items to a level way beyond boogery
stuffed-animals. The heights of extra are really appalling –
and this is coming from a supporter of the benefits support
animals provide. (Say that three times fast.)
Look, it’s cool to have a dog, or cat, or bunny – you know,
something small and furry with an appendage easily shoved
up one of your nostrils, who can sleep on your face without
impeding your oxygen levels any lower than “she don’t act
right.”
I understand petting something that purrs for comfort. I
do not understand how having a serpent from hell writhing
around your neck and general person could even vaguely
invoke a sense of comfort.
And don’t expect truck stops to willingly conform. It
was hard enough getting decent dog food in the aisles. I
don’t want to live long enough to hear, “Let’s see, ya’ got a
monster energy drink, a pack of Marlboros, and a live rat for
your service-serpent. That’ll be $25.50!”
I understand we’re not all alike and probably need a vast
variety of things to choose from that should be legal to
bring on an airplane, or bus or into the truck stop showers
to cover each and every need. But here’s the thing – let’s be
reasonable. I don’t think it’s too much to ask to keep your
choices to a level of “nonlethal to human beings.”
This would include the woman
who recently sued an airline for
not allowing her to board with her
emotional support peacock. And no,
it wasn’t in a cage. She bought a seat
for the peafowl so it could sit beside
her and scream like a demon from hell
for the entire flight. Because that’s
soothing to her. Apparently this woman
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also enjoys icepicks
crammed into her
eyeballs with great
force and repetitive
motion, but no one wants
to see that either.
Lady, there’s a reason the Hindu God of
War rode a peacock into battle, mmmmkay? They’re
huge, and scary and used to guard palaces and stuff.
Also, a peacock will kill the hell out of a snake, so what’s
going to happen when emotional-snake-support person
is violently attacked by your
emotional-support-peacock?
I’ll tell ya’ what –
the entire airplane
will need therapy, and
before you know it we’ll
need arks to travel on
instead of airplanes.
“Now boarding – all
passengers with
scorpion-infestedpillow-support…”
No. Just no.
Not too long ago, they
arrested a fella in Ohio for
using his pet iguana as a
weapon in a Perkins restaurant. Apparently, the ol’ boy
was in an ill mood and began beating the manager with
his live iguana when asked to leave.
The iguana and I both wish this was a filthy lie, but alas,
it is not. It’s uncommon, it’s strange, and it was probably
fairly painful for Copper, the ill-fated reptile, as well as
the manager, who I am certain was in no way prepared to
defend himself against whirling iguanas. I mean, is there
an OSHA class for that?
(By the way, Copper suffered a broken little reptile leg
but was taken to a shelter, where he was definitely
not used as a bludgeon ever again.)
Ladies and gentlemen, I
present to you these two
prime examples of why
it’s so difficult to discern
between Strange Things and
Filthy Lies these days. Return
next time, when we dive into
the violent underworld of
illegal three-toed sloth
racing. STFL, over and
out. LL
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18 wheels of poking fun
Just about any driver who has been
on the road for longer than a few
weeks has a need for a sense of
humor. It’s required. Gotta have it, or
you will implode.
It is a pressure relief valve to keep
you from flipping your lid. Dealing
with the pressures of big city traffic
and tight schedules made by a guy
at a computer who has never been in
a truck and all the normal everyday
challenges we face. You find humor
in it.

I have seen a guy
in a car playing a
saxophone in bumperto-bumper Los Angeles
traffic, steering with
his left knee.
Pick any highway in any city and
there are so many things that crack
me up. I have seen a guy in a car
playing a saxophone in bumper-tobumper Los Angeles traffic, steering
with his left knee. I have seen a guy
in a BMW shaving and using a hair
dryer, all while weaving in and out of
traffic on the 405. There have been
countless ladies applying makeup,
looking in the visor mirror, a mere
brake check away from poking
themselves in the eye. Or how about
the guy with two hand puppets,
doing his own puppet show while
driving creepy crawly in rush-hour
traffic. I wished that I could have
heard the audio, because the visual
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was funny.
Don’t get me started about
cellphones and texting while driving.
I see it every three minutes. And
almost daily, I see crashes and the
aftermath from inattentive drivers. I
have seen it happen directly in front
of me more times than I can count,
but there is nothing funny about it.
And, to the other extreme, I have
seen drivers with their portable DVD
player on the dash, watching Shrek
at 65 mph, as they drift into my lane.
In a commercial truck.
With the bad behavior of others
on the road, I keep my distance,
trust no one, and laugh when you
goof up. The guy in the sports car
that thinks my doing the speed limit
while passing a much slower vehicle
is worthy of him flipping me the
bird when he cuts me off. I don’t get
angry or return the salute. I blow
them a kiss. I don’t lower myself to
that level. Plus it makes them even
madder.
When I started driving big trucks in
the early 1970s, I was quick to catch
on to the odd and often quirky humor
of truck drivers. In the early days
of the CB radio, it was a new way
of communication, and drivers used
it to vent. Generally, the roughest
language you heard was someone
being called a duck plucker or mud
duck.
Drivers used to pick on Roadway
drivers with a whole slew of Big R
jokes.
“Know why Big R trucks only have
one seat? So the driver knows where
to sit.”

“I hear Big R is getting sleepers….
padded steering wheels.”
As stupid as those jokes were,
it seemed odd, considering that
Roadway, Yellow Freight and
many of the big carriers were union
and making top pay and benefits.
Jealousy was my guess, but the
jokes continued. And yes, I used to
be a Big R, CF and Yellow driver,
working the casual board in a former
life, before I bought my own.
A lot has changed. There doesn’t
seem to be as much humor on the
road as there used to be. Why is
that? Is it because of too many
energy drinks, turning their brains
to mush, squashing the funny part
of the cerebellum? Pressures of the
electronic logbooks that have drivers
glued to the windshield, afraid to
smile?
Or could it be those diaper
changing stations in truck stops?
Truck drivers used to be tough.
Remember the George Raft and
Humphrey Bogart movie, “They
Drive by Night?” Tough guys.
“Convoy” with Kristofferson. Tough
guy. “White Line Fever” Jan Michael
Vincent. Tough guy. Not a diaper
changing station anywhere. And they
didn’t wear gloves with the fingers
cut out, or any of that sissy stuff.
What!?! Afraid of getting a blister
from your padded steering wheel,
Cupcake? Toughen up.
It’s trucking. It’s work. Sometimes
tough, sometimes in adverse weather,
but still, there’s a lot to laugh about.
You just have to be a little twisted to
find it. Happy trails. LL
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more Strange Things

Clean inspection nets dirty sausage
By Wendy Parker, staff writer

This just in: California Care Bears don’t condone
curing sausage via diesel exhaust fumes.
I’m not kidding.
“While CVSA guidelines do not address this situation
specifically, our entire staff would like to inform our
readers: THIS IS NOT A SANITARY METHOD
FOR CURING MEAT PRODUCTS!”
Sometimes the interwebs give us gifts of
“stranger than fiction,” and these gifts must
be shared with the general public. Especially
when they involve sausage, a California Highway
Patrol CVSA inspector with the true and real last name
of “Koop,” and a clean Level I inspection.
Here’s the story
Of an un-named driver
Who was curing homemade sausage with exhaust
There were 4 feet of strung-up casings
Just hanging by the tires
Until the one day when the driver met this inspector
Who could not begin to even have a hunch
Of why someone would believe it’s sanitary
To eat sausage that’s been cured with diesel belch
(Everybody sing along with the chorus!)

That’s the way they all became the Sausage Bunch!
OK, stop singing “The Brady Bunch” theme and read.
Because you’ll want to know this story for Counter of
Knowledge reference.
It appears that around June 3, Mr. Roadkill (fictitious
name alert) was pulled around back at the Mount Shasta
chicken coop for a Level 1.
(Side note – the Mount Shasta coop is now known
as Dunsmuir Grade Commercial Vehicle Enforcement
Facility, and has been since 2011. Referring to this
facility as a “coop” is in no way derogatory, as the
enforcement officers have referred to the post as such
since it was just a little ol’ scalehouse.)
As fate would have it, one of Mr. Roadkill’s
inspectors on the team at Mount Shasta coop, happened
to be Inspector Koop. (Reference above – gifts from the
interwebs, also, his true and real name.)
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“It was so odd that, rather than
assume anything, it was just easier
to get the guy out of the truck and
ask him. It is definitely the most
bizarre thing I’ve ever seen.”

– Inspector Koop

Inspector Koop was first to notice the loops. Of
sausage.
“It was so odd that, rather than assume anything, it
was just easier to get the guy out of the truck and ask
him,” Inspector Koop told Land Line. “It is definitely
the most bizarre thing I’ve ever seen.”
While the inspector declined to share the driver’s
name, he did recall that the inspection went well.
“No violations that I recall,” said Koop. “He left
here with the sausage just like it came in. Said he’s
been curing his sausage that way as long as he’s been
driving.”
(Of course I asked. Are you kidding me? I want to
know as bad as you do.)
According to the information provided to Inspector
Koop, the driver has had a 15-year driving career thus
far with solid plans to continue driving and smoking his
sausage with diesel exhaust and road kill crumbs until
he’s unable to do so.
So there you have it. If you’re ever parked somewhere
and hear, “Larry, are you done stringing your wieners
up?” while waiting to be loaded or unloaded, it’s not
a figment of your imagination. It’s a gift. From The
Sausage Bunch. LL
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Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items
available. Order online, or
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MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 216,000* professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium fleets (19%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000
individuals. As the official publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
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IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
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20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!
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l File back years taxes
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l Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
l Penalty abatements
l Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
l Release of tax liens & levies

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

CPA

SM
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Corporate
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DROP TODAY.
CASH TODAY.

NON-RECOURSE FACTORING

l FREE DIRECT DEPOSIT l FREE SETUP/APPLICATIONS
l FREE CREDIT CHECKS 24/7
l FREE FUEL CARDS
l NO RESERVES HELD
l FREE TRANSFLO

816.220.1700
XFACTORS.NET

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

OOIDA

CORPORATE
SPONSOR

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894

www.downtimeclaims.com
Trucking Attorneys

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudflaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

• Business Interruption Claims
• Trucking Accidents
Free Initial
Consultation
• Insurance Claims
• Loss of Use/Income/Loads

(904) 278-7688
info@downtimeclaims.com

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com

Call 816-229-5791
to advertise in the
Marketplace
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Do you qualify for the new
20% deduction introduced in 2018?

TRUCKER TAX HELP

Accountants & CPA’s who have
worked in the trucking industry
n Corporate & Individual Tax Returns
n All 50 States n IRS Issues
n Year-Round Tax Advice

DECKMATE
LADDER

Our customers say it best:
“I have been driving 18 wheelers for the past
42 years. I set up my Corporation and hired
Corporate Capital to do all of my bookkeeping
and tax returns for my business. With them
doing my books I have offset my expenses
each year and pay the minimum in taxes.”
~ Robert Dowdy, Cisco Group, Inc.

A small, portable folding ladder for flatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Carlson, President/Owner

855-810-4114

n Support bar
n Weighs only 20 lbs.
n Extends to 53 inches
n Folds to 33 inches
n 18-Inches wide
n Anti-skids steps
n Non-pinch hinge
n 400 pounds capacity
n Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990

www.corpcapinc.com

(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @

2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117

All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00

• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!
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FREE

CONSULTATION

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
Strong, Aggressive Trucker Tax Relief

Does the IRS say
you owe money?

STOP the

IRS Tax Monkey!

3 Wage Garnishments
n
3 IRS Seizures
n
3 Offers-in-Compromise
n
3 Bank Levies
n
3 Innocent Spouse
n
3 IRS Audits
n
3 Trucker Bookkeeping
n
3 Tax Prep (Current & Past)
n

1-877-966-2477

www.truckertaxtools.com

900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-find tubes
also available.

made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545
www.bhtubes.com
OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285
Paola, KS

Since 1958

Taking the hassle out of
dispatching and paperwork
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:
• Find loads
• Complete broker contracts
• Sign rate sheets
• Gather insurance certificates
• Complete invoicing for O/Os
& small fleet owners
• Provide Big Road Electronic
Log Tracking for O/Os

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”

Save time
and stay
focused on
what you
do best
CONTACT US TODAY

www.maxmilles.com
219-863-1091
Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transflo
your paperwork

Call 816-229-5791
to advertise in the
Marketplace
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Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU
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IN THE COURTS

Truckers’ employee/contractor lawsuit
progresses against Wonder Bread maker
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Another case involving a class
of truck drivers who say they
were misclassified as independent
contractors is set to move forward.
On May 7, the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania denied Flowers Foods’
motion to decertify the collective
action against the Georgia-based
Wonder Bread and Nature’s Own
manufacturer over misclassification
and lost wages.
The class, which alleges violations
against the Fair Labor Standards Act
and various state wage laws, consists
of drivers in Pennsylvania, Maryland
and New Jersey.
The plaintiffs work as drivers and
distributors for Flowers – buying the
products from Flowers at a discount
and then selling it to the customers
and delivering the product.
Flowers argues that the drivers are
independent contractors, because
they handle their own sales.
According to court documents,
Flowers makes all of the drivers sign
a distributor agreement, which labels
them as independent contractors.
Each distributor is assigned to a
defined geographic area, making the
distributor responsible for sales and
deliveries within that area.
“Flowers may change the ‘terms
and prices’ of its sales to distributors

‘at any time,’” the court documents
stated. “Distributors must use
their ‘best efforts to develop and
maximize’ sales in accordance
with ‘good industry practice’ and
‘cooperate’ with Flowers’ marketing
and sales efforts.”
In addition, the drivers argue that
many of the deliveries are to large
chains, such as Walmart, and their
ability to affect their own sales is
minimal.
There has been an uptick in
driver misclassification lawsuits
since such states as California and
New Jersey adopted the ABC test,
which considers all workers to be
employees unless the hiring business
demonstrates that all of the factors
are established:
A. That the worker is free from the
control and direction of the hirer in
connection with the performance
of the work, both under the
contract for the performance of the
work and in fact.
B. That the worker performs work
that is outside the usual course of
the hiring entity’s business.
C. That the worker is customarily
engaged in an independently
established trade, occupation,
or business of the same nature
as that involved in the work
performed. LL

Land Line Magazine and
Land Line Now are teaming up
on a new website that will bring you
all of the news the way you want it.
Read, listen or do both.
Keep your eyes peeled.
It’ll be here before you know it.

JULY 2019

4 - July 2019.indd 97

LAND LINE 97

6/13/19 4:37 PM

&

HOT
STUFF

COOL

SERVICES

3-in-1 smartphone grip
The three-in-one smartphone grip from Monet is a split
leather, two-pocket card cellphone holder with three
handy functions in one slim accessory. It serves as a
three-card wallet and has a slide-out grip that slides flat
when you put it in your pocket. The grip also doubles as
a kickstand, great for video chatting or watching videos.

The grip adheres directly to your phone or phone case
surface with 3M adhesive backing that will not leave a
residue when removed. The overall dimensions of the
grip are 3.75 x 2.25 x 0.1 inches. A variety of colors are
available. Visit MonetBrand.com or call 718-975-2586
for more information and to order.

Stay connected
wherever life takes you
The weBoost Drive Reach from Wilson Electronics is an in-vehicle cellular
signal booster designed to provide solid cellular connectivity on the road. It is
compatible with all mobile phones and most wireless carriers in North America
and allows users to enjoy strong call quality, fewer dead zones, and faster data
uploads and downloads. The Drive Reach is easy to install and boasts uplink
output power capabilities of 29.5 dBm and 50 dB gain, allowing it to boost signal
strength from locations over two times farther away from cell signal towers than
previous models. The exterior antenna reaches out to cellphone towers to receive
a signal. The antenna then transmits this signal to the booster. The booster
receives this outside signal and amplifies each of the supported frequency bands
throughout the vehicle using a series of sophisticated low-noise amplifiers and
filters. To learn more and to purchase, visit weBoost.com or call 866-294-1660.

The answer for medical woes
The MedPlanner Medicine Organizer from Mighty Well neatly
and discreetly corrals medication, medical devices, and other
healthcare essentials while you’re on the road. The hardshell,
ringed case measures a compact 8 x 7.75 x 2.75 inches in size
and holds up to 10 zip-top sleeves to organize medication,
vitamins and supplements. The case has a stretchy grid to
organize small medical devices such as an inhaler, EpiPen or
insulin and can also hold an ice pack for medications that need to
be kept cold. Sleeves are food-grade TPU and can be written on/
erased using a dry erase marker to help keep you on schedule.
The silicone ring that holds the sleeves is designed to be easy-toopen for people with dexterity issues. To learn more and to order,
visit Mighty-Well.com or call 617-804-1837.
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Be the envy of drivers everywhere
The Pinnacle truck seat from Seats Inc. is designed with driver comfort in mind. Expanding on
the comfort of the company’s Legacy series, the Pinnacle includes an enhanced EVC Cushion
Comfort System, D2 Foam Technology, a fully reclining backrest and the longest armrest in
the industry. It also provides an eight-position extendable cushion, 13 degrees (plus or minus)
adjustable rake and a dual air lumbar package with side bolsters. The Pinnacle’s
Universal-Ride Suspension adjusts to fit drivers of all sizes, ride heights and road
conditions. Increased suspension travel and an adjustable shock helps to eliminate
bottoming out topping out and unwanted bouncing. Click-N-Go EZ exit makes getting
in and out of the truck easier. The swing-link isolator provides 2.25 inches of smooth
isolation, and 9-inch towel bar slide tracks provide extensive travel to accommodate
any driver. Standard ergonomic control panel, bellow suspension cover and two-tone
Pinnacle cloth/DuraLeather or two-tone DuraLeather covers complete the package.
For more information and to locate a dealer, visit SeatsInc.com or call 800-443-0615.

Prevent cargo theft
and reduce liability
The TruckDoorMinder from The Two Commas Co. is an industrialquality wireless door-to-cab cargo door monitoring system that alerts
drivers with a flashing light and audible beeper when the cargo door
is open. The system is easy to install and is self-powered, which
means the door is monitored even when the truck power is off. Using
the free optional Android or iPhone apps, TruckDoorMinder can also
alert drivers about the door status from up to 250 feet away using
their mobile device. The system helps to reduce product loss and
reduces liability which may also help lower the cost of your truck
insurance. Visit TruckDoorMinder.com or call 916-640-3960 for
more information and to order.

Rest easy on the road

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land Line’s
advertising department from promotional materials provided by selected
manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product
or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”

The Made to Ride mattress series by Estee Bedding offers
the latest in sleep technology and comes in three variations
and seven standard sizes. The Dreamliner is the most
supportive mattress in the line and includes four layers: a
top layer of advanced hybrid memory foam that helps cool
your body when the mercury rises; a unique middle foam
layer for support; a layer of patented micro coils that adds
stability and four-way flexibility; and a base layer of highdensity foam that provides a core foundation and protects
against bottoming out. The layers are wrapped in a silky
smooth, stretch knit cover and the nonskid bottom keeps
it in place. All Made to Ride mattresses pass the federal
flammability standard FMVSS302 but do not contain flame
retardants that are known to cause health risks. For more
information and to order, visit EsteeBedding.com or call
800-521-7378.

If you have a product you would like featured, send a news release with a photo to
Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com. All featured products are subject to editorial review.
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INDUSTRY
CALENDAR
JULY2019
11-13 Walcott Truckers Jamboree, Iowa 80
Truckstop, Walcott, Iowa. For more information, visit
Iowa80TruckStop.com.
19-20 Gulf Coast Big Rig Truck Show, Mississippi
Coast Convention Center, Biloxi, Miss. For more
information, visit GulfCoastBigRigTruckShow.com.
19-20 Expedite Expo at the Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne, Ind. For more
information, visit ExpediteExpo.com or
Facebook.com/ExpediteExpo/.
25-27 Shell Rotella SuperRigs at Trail’s Travel Center,
off I-35 in Albert Lea, Minn. For more information, visit
Rotella.com.
26-28 Top Gun Large Car Shoot Out at Rantoul
National Aviation Center, Rantoul, Ill. For more
information, visit TopGunLargeCarShootout.com.

AUGUST2019
2-4 Carlisle Truck Nationals, Carlisle, Pa.,
Fairgrounds. Details can be found at CarlisleEvents.com.
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2-4 Shiawassee County Fair Truck Show at the
Shiawassee Fairgrounds, Corunna, Mich. For more
information, visit Facebook.com/ShiawasseeTruckShow.
8-11 National Brockway Truck Show at the CNY
Living History Center and Brockway Truck Museum in
Cortland, N.Y. For more information, visit
BrockwayTrucks.org.
9-10 Waupun Truck-N-Show in Waupun, Wis. For
more information, visit WaupunTrucknShow.com, call
920-324-9985 or Facebook.com/WaupunTruckNShow/.
9-10 Great Sale Lake Truck Show at Electric Park
at Thanksgiving Point in Lehi, Utah. For more info, visit
SaltLakeTruckShow.com.
9-11 Buckeye Invitational Truck Show at the Clark
County Fairgrounds in Springfield, Ohio. For more
information, visit BuckeyeInvitationalTruckShow.com.
16-18 Eau Claire Big Rig Truck Show at the Northern
Wisconsin State Fair Grounds, Chippewa Falls, Wis. For
more information, visit EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com.
Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to fill your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
100 LAND LINE
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22-24 Great American Trucking Show, Kay
Bailey Hutchison Convention Center, Dallas. For more
information, visit TruckShow.com.
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10967 St. Rt. 128, Harrison, OH 45030
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By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW NEWS ANCHOR

ROSES to a group of truck
drivers in Canada who were
recently given the 2019
national animal welfare award from
Humane Canada.
Calling themselves Furry Hobos
N Hiway Heroes, the group was
formed five years ago with the idea of
transporting dogs across Canada to
be reunited with their owners.
These are dogs who get lost or
separated from their owners for
various reasons, and these truckers
volunteer their time – and their trucks
– to get them back home.
For example, there was the case of
Abby, a cocker spaniel who needed
to get from Alberta to Ontario. The
group’s founder, Margaret Foster
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roses

and

ROSES go out to an unnamed
trooper from the Illinois State
Police.
Identifying herself only as “Mama
Bear,” the trooper wrote an open letter
to a grain hauler that was posted on
the Illinois State Police Facebook
page. In the letter, she describes
following the grain hauler for 20 miles
or so and observing its safe driving
behavior.
She goes on to say that her dad
drives a grain hauler as well and that
she just wanted to say thank you
to the driver of this particular truck.
So she did. She followed the truck
to a grain elevator and, while it was
waiting in line, got out and shook
the driver’s hand and thanked him
for his driving behavior, which was
“Cautious. Dedicated. Focused,” as
she put it.
But Mama Bear didn’t stop there.
She called the company the hauler
was driving for, Trainor Trucking in
Forrest, Ill., and told them about the
safe driver she had met on the road.
We know there’s a lot of safe drivers
out there like this one. It’s good to see
more of them getting recognized for
it. Thank you, Mama Bear.

razz

berries
Hyde, said that was one of their first
cases, and it took more than a month
to coordinate the trip, but they got it
done.
Since then, the group has helped
transport more than 400 dogs across
Canada. Not bad for a group of 20
volunteer truck drivers.
RAZZBERRIES, to Jorge
and Silvia Marin, the owners
of three trucking companies in
Texas. The Marins were recently
ordered by a jury to pay $80 million
dollars because of what they did to
trucker Lauro Lozano.
Lozano was driving for them back
in 2015 and had just gone on his
34-hour restart period when Jorge
Marin called and ordered him to take
another load. Lozano tried to refuse,
but the boss ordered him to fake his
logbook to make it look like he took
the 34-hour break. Worried he would
lose his job, Lozano complied.
On his way to deliver that load,
Lozano fell asleep and rear-ended
another truck. He suffered a crushed
pelvis, a crushed left foot, broken ribs
and other injuries, which of course
resulted in huge medical bills.
During the lawsuit, four other
employees testified that the Marins
had done the same thing to them.
Not only that, but the handbook for
the company said that if they were

late with a delivery they would be
fined. And if they refused a dispatch,
they would be fired.
Sounds like a great company to
work for. Well, the Marins now have
the opportunity to appeal or file for
bankruptcy. Whatever they choose,
here’s hoping it’s the end of their
companies, one way or the other.
ROSES for a driver who
was only identified as Ricky
in a Facebook post from
Hirschbach, a trucking company out
of Dubuque, Iowa.
The post detailed how Ricky, an
Army veteran, was at a Walmart
in North Carolina, waiting to get
unloaded, when he heard a loud
scream from a woman. He followed
the sound and came upon a truck
from KLLM Transport and a husband
and wife.
The wife was panicking because
her husband was unresponsive on
the ground. Ricky jumped in and
started CPR. Management from
Walmart came out with a defibrillator
and shocked the man twice before
paramedics arrived.
Ricky stayed and watched as
they continued working on the man.
He heard (or thought he heard) a
paramedic say that he was gone and,
saddened, Ricky returned to his truck.
A few minutes later there was a knock
in his door, and the Walmart manager
was there along with a police officer.
They shook Ricky’s hand and told
him he saved the man’s life. He had
survived after all.
What an amazing story and – if
anyone from Goodyear is reading – I
think we’ve got a future Highway Hero
candidate right here. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE
or a RAZZBERRY?

Email Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out Facebook.com/
RosesAndRazzberries.
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