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It’s official: the horse is dead
Finally, in recent months media
outlets and government entities
have figured out what OOIDA has
been saying for decades: There is
no driver shortage.
There sure is a shortage of
drivers willing to work hideously
long hours, for paltry wages, far
from home for weeks on end.
They are tired of the long waits
of uncompensated time. They
are tired of being treated like
substandard human beings. They
are, honestly, beyond tired. They
are sick and tired and fed up.
It’s beyond time to put this one
to rest. In thinking about how
to make this point very clear, I
stumbled on to this gem of a quote.
I tweaked it ever so slightly to fit
perfectly.
“The more you talk about it,
rehash it, rethink it, cross analyze
it, debate it, respond to it, get
paranoid about it, compete with it,
complain about it, immortalize it,
cry over it, kick it, defame it, stalk
it, gossip about it, pray over it,
put it down or dissect its motives
it continues to rot in your brain. It
is dead. It is over. It is gone. It is
done. It is time to bury it, because
it is smelling up your life and no
one wants to be near (the) rotted
corpse … Be the funeral director
… and bury that thing!”
– Shannon L. Adler
The horse is dead, American
Trucking Associations, and it’s
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stinking up the place. We’re here
to help you bury it, because you
can’t even keep your story straight.
The driver shortage lie insults
every driver who wants your
respect in the form of a proper
living wage and treated like the
humans that they are.

“It is dead. It is over.
It is gone. It is done.
It is time to bury it,
because it is smelling
up your life.”
Starting on Page 13, Associate
Editor Mark Schremmer, starts
the unraveling of ATA’s narrative,
using their own words. We follow
that up with team coverage from
Schremmer along with Digital
Content Editor Greg Grisolano and
Staff Writer Tyson Fisher on Page
18.
Based on the impending change
on the hours-of-service regulations
(See Page 22 for an update),
drivers have learned that by using
their voices they can spark change.
Let me introduce a new voice
in the battle for more, safe and
secure truck parking: Lee Zirbel.
This feisty OOIDA member made
an appearance at the OOIDA Town
Hall Meeting at the Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky.,
in late March. Her firecracker of
a speech wowed everyone in the
room. When she was done with

her nearly seven-minute rant, I
was ready to jump up and yell,
“Preach it, sister.” Tyson gives you
the highlights on Page 38. And if
you have time and want to hear the
whole thing, visit the Land Line
Magazine YouTube channel.
Speaking of the Town Hall
Meeting, what an inspiring bunch
of activists we have. Members who
met with OOIDA leadership to
talk issues are a sharp, thoughtful
bunch. They shared tips and ideas
on meeting with lawmakers. Oh
yeah, OOIDA member Scott Cadle,
who happens to be a lawmaker in
West Virginia, was there pitching
in on the conversation. Greg has
the recap kicking off our MATS
coverage on Page 56.
After this long, nasty winter,
there was a chronic case of spring
fever around Land Line HQ. So
with Major League Baseball’s
spring training happening in
March, the die-hard baseball fan
in Mark Schremmer couldn’t help
but pitch a story about truckers
and how they make spring training
possible. Our Art Director Debbie
Johnson really made us all yearn
for the green grass of spring with
her incredible design of the article.
Remind yourself winter is over,
and enjoy the piece starting on
Page 48.
And lastly, a bit of trivia for all
of you. We occasionally field the
question: So, why are you called
Land Line? Curious? We have the
answer for you on Page 16. LL
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OpEd

Opinion I Editorial

Ocean carriers stick it to truckers with ‘street-turn’ fee
Some of the biggest ocean carriers have
begun charging container truckers for
“street turns.” Think of it as a tax on
John Bendel
efficiency.
CONTRIBUTING
What’s a street turn? It simply means
EDITOR-AT-LARGE
delivering a load, then using the empty
container to pick up another load. Without a street turn,
you would return the empty container to the port, pick up
another empty and go back out for the pickup.
They’re actually charging money for that?

Can you imagine a shipper or broker
charging you to provide another load for
the trailer you just emptied? Of course
not. In port drayage, things are different.
Yes they are. Ocean carriers like Maersk, Zim and
Hyundai have imposed street-turn fees from $30 to $50. A
newer company, SM Lines, is charging $75. SM doesn’t
call it a street-turn fee, but for the trucker paying the $75 it
feels like one.
Can you imagine a shipper or broker charging you to
provide another load for the trailer you just emptied? Could
you imagine having to return to a terminal with an empty
to grab another empty before you could pick up the next
load? Of course not. In port drayage, things are different.
Most land truckers own their trailers or lease them on a
long-term basis. With the possible exception of dropped
trailers, shippers don’t pay separately for a trailer. In ocean
shipping, containers are usually billed to the shipper by the
trip plus any detention charges. So are the trailer chassis
that the containers ride on. That means two pieces of
equipment, each subject to possible detention, are on the
shipper’s bill. That bill includes all the charges related to
the original bill of lading.
Equipment, detention and so forth could be billed
separately, but shippers prefer a single bill for everything
involved with a single shipment, the ocean carriers explain.

SHARE YOUR OPINION

They also say it’s very complicated to reassign a container
and chassis from one bill of lading to another in midtrip –
during a street turn. Lots of paperwork, you see.
But that usually costs less than bringing a truck back
to the port after each delivery. If it doesn’t, why has the
industry been doing street turns for years? Street turns
aren’t new, only the fees.
True, some street turns can be tricky to document. Say a
port trucker hands off an empty container and chassis to a
separate trucker for the account of a different ocean carrier.
That can get complicated in the back office, so it doesn’t
happen often. Some ocean carriers won’t allow it at all.
But according to David Garofalo, a spokesman for the
Intermodal Association of North America, most street turns
involve the same ocean carrier and the same trucker. And
as it happens, technology companies have introduced and
some ocean carriers use software to automate the street turn
documentation process.
Street turns clearly save money. And every truck that
does not have to return to port between stops is one truck
that does not have to sit in line waiting to access the
port. Street turns reduce congestion – a serious problem,
particularly for the busiest ports.
So if street turns are so beneficial and it is getting easier
to process them, why are the ocean carriers charging
for them now? For years, the costs have been built into
what shippers have paid ocean carriers for door-to-door
international service.
Ocean carriers don’t really answer that question. They
only talk about how they should be paid for that back
office work.
But I have a guess. They’ve imposed street-turn fees
simply because it occurred to an ocean carrier executive
that they could. That guy has been promoted. Other ocean
carriers seeing a cash opportunity followed along.
As it turns out, shipper organizations and other groups
recognize that fees charged to truckers will eventually turn
up in their bills. And they don’t like fees that discourage
operational efficiency and possibly increase congestion.
They’re complaining loudly.
Will it have an effect? Don’t count on it. LL

^

Have a comment, special concern? Agree or disagree with an editorial? Mail us or email us.
Send to Letters to the Editor, Land Line Magazine, P.O. Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO 64029 or fax to
816-443-2227. If you would like to email a Letter to the Editor for use in Land Line Magazine
and/or the Land Line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or simply email your
views to Letters@LandLineMag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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Without knowing it, ATA president
pinpoints the problem with driver pay
better with my life,” he said. “I get paid by the mile,
Providing testimony to the House
and I’m not moving.”
Ways
and
Means
committee
in
March,
Mark Schremmer
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
I couldn’t agree with him more. However, I don’t
American Trucking Associations
believe Mr. Spear realizes what he said. Infrastructure
President Chris Spear delivered some
problems aside, why would anyone want to work for
fiery words in an attempt to illustrate the problems
free? If you really want to
caused by the nation’s crumbling
retain quality drivers and end
infrastructure.
this so-called driver shortage,
Spear used traffic congestion
“If I’m (a truck driver)
wouldn’t you start by
statistics to inform Congress
sitting in traffic, I’ve
compensating those drivers
about the trucking industry’s lost
got to be sitting there
fairly?
hours of productivity. He even
thinking I could be doing
And paying drivers only
tried to blame infrastructure
when the wheels are turning
for ATA’s purported “driver
something much better
is anything but fair. Whether
shortage.”
with my life. I get paid
it is because of traffic,
Little did he know, however,
by
the
mile,
and
I’m
not
weather or being held up by
Spear actually hit the bull’s-eye
a shipper or receiver, truck
on what’s wrong with the current
moving.”
drivers routinely donate
driver-pay model.
– ATA President Chris Spear
hours of their life back to
He also provided evidence that
trucking companies because
ATA has no genuine interest in
most of them are paid by the mile.
doing what it would take to retain experienced drivers.
If we want to fix the problems in the trucking
Spear cited a recent study that said traffic congestion
industry, we must start by valuing all of a truck driver’s
in such cities as Boston and Washington, D.C., cost
time. Whether he knows it or not, Spear perfectly
drivers more than 150 hours each year. He also claimed
illustrated why that is the case.
that the trucking industry has a shortage of 50,000
Zig Ziglar famously said that “the first step in solving
drivers.
a problem is to recognize that it does exist.”
Then Spear needed only a couple of sentences to
Spear’s words identify the problem. So where do we
summarize how truckers aren’t compensated fairly.
go from here?
“If I’m (a truck driver) sitting in traffic, I’ve got to be
Your move, ATA. LL
sitting there thinking I could be doing something much

TRUCKING
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HISTO
HISTORY
MAY 26, 1978
The movie “High-Ballin’” starring
Peter Fonda and Jerry Reed debuted
in theaters. Reed, who also played
a truck driver in the “Smokey and
the Bandit” movies, played an
independent trucker who fights
against corruption involving the local
trucker boss.
MAY 2019

MAY 8, 1997
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association broke ground on a
48,000-square-foot building to be the
Association’s headquarters in Grain
Valley, Mo.
MAY 21, 2010
OOIDA donated $10,000 to the St.
Christopher Truckers Development
and Relief Fund, which helps truck
drivers obtain medical procedures at
reduced costs.

MAY 26, 2016
The American Transportation
Research Institute released a driver
survey on sleep apnea issues that
said 53 percent of drivers had to
pay out of pocket when they have
been referred for a sleep study. The
average out-of-pocket expense was
$1,220, the survey said.
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Has your truck ever been broken into?
Yes, the trailer.........................................................15%
Yes, the cab.. .........................................................21%
Yes, the cab and trailer, same or different times. ........9%
No, knock on wood. ...............................................55%
If concealed carry of firearms was legal
across all states, would you feel safer?
Yes, I would feel safer. ............................................66%
No, I would not feel safer. .......................................12%
Not sure it would make a difference. .......................22%
Are you seeing a decline or increase in
rates affecting your bottom line?
Up. ........................................................................18%
Down. ....................................................................51%
No change. ............................................................31%

Land Line offers polls on its website at LandLineMag.com
to gauge truckers’ opinions on issues of interest. Here are
some recent polls and their results.

)
)
)

Do you exercise when you are on the road?
Not really. ...............................................................57%
I walk. ....................................................................31%
Yes, I work out a lot. ...............................................12%
Have you ever used a service to
clear snow off the top of your semitrailer?
No, I steer clear of snow. ........................................41%
No, I do it myself when necessary. ..........................50%
Yes, it is a lifesaver.....................................................9%
Does your insurance company require safety
devices like dash cams to get a discount?
Yes. .......................................................................16%
No. ........................................................................35%
Don’t know. ............................................................49%

Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click in one of the circles to indicate the answer that best fits your opinion.
When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you up-to-date results, with your opinion included.
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Know what you’re comparing when
you shop for truck insurance.
Sure, there are companies out there that will quote you low rates
for truck insurance. But, the lowest price doesn’t mean the best
protection for your business.
Thousands of owner-operators have learned
that OOIDA provides owner-operators
valuable insurance advice on protecting
their trucking operation and a comprehensive
range of coverage at competitive rates.
Understand what you’re getting when comparing truck insurance
quotes and let us show you advantages of insuring through OOIDA.
And remember – OOIDA is your Association. All revenues
generated through its insurance programs go towards helping OOIDA
defend your rights and lobby on behalf of your interests.

Find out how much OOIDAhas to offer you and your business.
Call us at (800)

715-9369for Dtruck insurance quote.

ooidatruckinsurance.com.
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A writer at Barron’s gets it right on
the ‘driver shortage’
If there had been a shortage of drivers, I
would have been paid much better.
Thisolegirl

The George Washington Bridge
nightmare and how we got here
I cross the GWB maybe two times a month and I figured
they were doing regular maintenance. Now I find out
they’re spending $90 million for a dedicated bicycle lane.
Art
A man in Queens once told me NYC didn’t need truckers,
because they would soon have freight trains running
under the river, to which I replied, “So I don’t have to
come back? Okie dokie!”
Cy O’Nara
Secretary Chao, let’s talk about
the money truckers spend
While we make all this money just to pay the truck and
trailer payments, fuel, insurance, tolls, tires, repairs, tolls,
home bills, maintenance and tolls, we also have to try to
educate politicians, friends, family, and the public about
the importance of trucks, the need to appreciate drivers,
and how to drive around trucks and how regulation and
tolls are killing us.
Huffhaul

MAY 2019

Without knowing it, ATA president
pinpoints problem with driver pay
I am a current truck driver. I can say without a
doubt, it is the only job I have ever had that does
not pay me for my time, experience or knowledge.
We routinely have to take tests, get certifications,
and wait on company time. None of which is paid.
Every job I ever had before becoming a truck driver
always paid for my time on the job or for the job.
Not trucking. They only take and then ask you to
give more.
AcePendrag
What about the greedy owners who underpay
drivers and don’t so much as give a paid holiday
and run home with all the money so they can live
like rock stars?
Mike
Sounds like it’s only fair to compensate them by
having them be paid by the hour.
Showtime
Hourly pay would also create a safer environment
regarding alleged “speeding” issues. Why would
you hurry if you are getting paid by the hour?

Al
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out for

re$pect
By Mark Schremmer, Tyson Fisher and
Greg Grisolano, Land Line staff

T

ruck drivers want respect.
This should not be a revelation. People from
every profession seek respect and appreciation
for the work they do.
However, the lack of respect seems all too common
when it comes to the men and women who keep
America moving and make sure everything used in the
lives of Americans is delivered. Whether it’s detention
time, a lack of truck parking, the large fleets’ constant
attempts to drive down wages, or inflexible regulations,
the frustrated voices of truck drivers are getting louder.
Those voices are absolutely necessary for any change
to occur, OOIDA President Todd Spencer told a group
of members in March at the Mid-America Trucking
Show.
“No matter what we do, we’re not going to be able

18 LAND LINE

to make the world treat truckers nice,” Spencer said.
“They’re not going to pass a law where they have to
treat you nice. Drivers themselves have to make noise
when the companies that they work for are taking
advantage of them.
“As long as drivers are willing to put up with some of
the crap that goes on, it’s really hard to get it changed.”
The good news is that more drivers are answering
the call. Truckers are reaching out to lawmakers,
commenting on rulemakings and attending public
listening sessions in hopes of sparking change and
receiving the respect they deserve.
Recent actions and comments from government
leaders give reason for truck drivers to be cautiously
optimistic that their voices, indeed, are finally being
heard. The coming months will reveal whether real
change is coming or if the promises are nothing more
than empty talk.
MAY 2019
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Truckers have gotten louder.
Decision-makers say
they are listening.

“As long as drivers are
willing to put up with
some of the crap that
goes on, it’s really hard
to get it changed.”

financial livelihood but that it
also negatively impacted safety
on the roadways,” the OOIDA
Foundation wrote. “As one
During an announcement at MATS,
member stated, ‘this is one of
Department of Transportation
the biggest issues affecting hours
Secretary Elaine Chao told truck
of service and safety.’ Drivers
– OOIDA President Todd Spencer
drivers that their comments do
encountering unexpected long
matter. Chao revealed that a notice
detention, feel forced to drive
of proposed rulemaking regarding
faster, harder and longer to make up for perceived lost time.”
hours-of-service reform had been sent to the White House
The issue came up at OOIDA’s Town Hall Meeting at
Office of Management and Budget for review. (See page 22
MATS.
for full story).
“This is another issue where OOIDA is the sole voice
Chao hinted that drivers’ request for more flexibility within
for changing the system to where every driver gets paid,”
the hours of service will be addressed in the rulemaking.
Spencer said. “Big carriers have been paying their drivers
FMCSA received more than 5,200 comments after the
or some of their drivers’ detention for a long time. And it is
agency issued an advance notice of proposed rulemaking
in fact a profit center for them in many areas as well. And
on hours of service. Many of those comments were from
some big carriers get treated differently in the loading and
truckers telling the agency that the current regulations were
unloading environment because of that. We’re not going to
too rigid and unsafe.
get any help from these carriers or ATA when it comes to
“The department has taken your comments to heart,” Chao
addressing drivers being detained, because their members
said.
who put in the biggest amount of funds are happy with it just
“You told the department what you wanted. You wanted
the way it is. That makes our challenge bigger.”
flexibility in hours of service, and we listened.”
OOIDA is hopeful at a change in leadership in the U.S.
Chao also told the truckers that funding is being set
House of Representatives opens a door to address detention
aside to address the lack of safe truck parking and that
time. Transportation Committee Chairman Rep. Peter
the department will work toward getting Americans to
DeFazio, D-Ore., has been an advocate for OOIDA on the
understand that “food doesn’t show up in the grocery stores
issue.
by magic.”
“We need to remind America that trucking moves
Federal report affirms OOIDA’s
70 percent of domestic freight,” she said.

‘The department has
taken your comments
to heart’

stance on driver shortage

Drivers say unpaid detention
time negatively affects safety
Results from a recent OOIDA Foundation survey found that
many truck drivers believe unpaid detention time is an issue
that affects safety as well as their finances.
The research arm of the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association surveyed more than 1,250 truckers about
the period of time when a driver is not paid while waiting to
be loaded or unloaded.
According to the survey, 18 percent of drivers said they
do not receive detention pay and only 29 percent said they
receive it on all loads.
“Many … felt that detention time not only impacted their
MAY 2019

For years, OOIDA has stood against the claims of ATA and
large carriers that there is a driver shortage. The Association
has not wavered from its stance that it was a problem of
turnover and that if there was a driver shortage, then that
would be reflected in the wages of drivers. The claim
that there was a shortage of truck drivers without a major
increase in wages went against the principle of supply and
demand, Spencer said.
After years of being the lone voice of reason in the
industry, a federal report was published in March that
affirmed OOIDA’s view that there is no driver shortage.
The report by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics argues
that the trucker driver market is working just as well as other
Continued on Page 21
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A case study shows no driver shortage
for companies treating drivers well

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

A

Bureau of Labor Statistics report published earlier
this year suggests there is no “driver shortage.”
Rather, any shortage of labor can be easily solved by
increasing wages. This may be true in theory, but what
about in practice?
While on assignment covering a Mack Trucks
event, I had the pleasure to meet the folks at Full Tilt
Logistics in Reno, Nev. A family-owned and operated

If a young, small start-up company
can afford to treat drivers well,
there’s no reason why the mega
carriers can’t.
company, Full Tilt has been around for only five years.
Despite the lack of a lengthy track record, truckers are
on a waiting list to drive for the company.
How could that be if there is a driver shortage?
I had a chance to speak with Full Tilt CEO Tiffany
Novich. Part of what she says makes the company
so successful is her ability to analyze lanes. Full Tilt
avoids lanes that pay well one way, but not so much the
way back.
Novich mentioned another success factor: Keeping
the drivers happy.
“We got to get them home to their family,” Novich
said. “We want to provide really nice equipment. We
want them to feel like family.”
20 LAND LINE

Left to right: Cris Novich, managing director of transportation for Full
Tilt Logistics, Reno, Nev.; Jessica Novich, chief accounting officer;
Cindy Novich, chief financial officer; Tiffany Novich, CEO and president;
Nic Novic, managing director of logistics. (Photo by Tyson Fisher)

Better pay, better equipment and more mindful of a
driver’s life outside of the truck. Full Tilt provides all
of these despite higher insurance costs because of their
relatively short time in business.
Because of this, Full Tilt does indeed have a driver
problem: Too many want to drive for them.
This lines up with what the Bureau of Labor Statistics
report was attempting to convey. A labor shortage
is typically fixed with higher wages. Add in more
benefits, and you may find a labor surplus, as is the
case with Full Tilt.
If a young, small start-up company can afford to treat
drivers well, there’s no reason why the mega carriers
can’t.
Look forward to a more in-depth story on Full Tilt in
a future edition of Land Line Magazine. LL
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blue-collar job markets, which can be solved by increasing
wages.
The bureau concluded that the evidence does not support
the theory of a labor shortage within the trucking industry
and that increasing wages could alleviate any issues with
recruitment and retention.
“As a whole, the market for truck drivers appears to work
as well as any other blue-collar labor market, and, while it
tends to be ‘tight,’ it imposes no constraints on entry into (or
exit from) the occupation,” the report states. “There is thus
no reason to think that, given sufficient time, driver supply
should fail to respond to price signals in the standard way.”
While ATA has been at the forefront of pushing the “driver
shortage” narrative, OOIDA has always maintained that the
issue is a lack of pay, not drivers.
According to the report, a labor shortage in any market is
generally alleviated in the short term by wage increases. In
the long term, the shortage is corrected through the influx of
new employees in response to higher wages.
When evaluating earning, drivers are broken down into two
groups: heavy truck drivers and all truck drivers (including
light trucks, delivery, and so forth). When both groups are
compared to all other blue-collar workers’ earnings, truck
drivers in general earn less. However, drivers of heavy trucks
earn more than the average blue-collar worker.
As expected, people with higher weekly earnings are less
likely to leave driving. Chances of a for-hire driver leaving
decreases by 16 percent with increased wages, compared with
25 percent for private carriage drivers.
Data showed that workers coming into trucking were
generally making less money. This suggests that people
entered the industry to make more money than they were
initially making. An expectation of an earnings gain
increases the likelihood of entering a driving job in for-hire
transportation by 29 percent.

Rallying together
OOIDA has more than 160,000 members, and Spencer said
that is not nearly enough. If truck drivers want to see real
change and earn the respect they deserve, then they need to
take a unified stance for truckers’ rights, Spencer said.
“If someone you come in contact with is involved with
trucking and isn’t an OOIDA member, poke them and ask
them why,” Spencer told members at MATS. “Because no
one else is going to address these issues, and no one else can
address these issues. We have 160,000 members, and there’s
no reason we’re not 10 times that.”
Kathy Jungeblut, wife of OOIDA Board Member Dave
Jungeblut, told truckers that there’s an easy answer for those
who ask “What does OOIDA do for me?”
“OOIDA gives you a voice in Washington,” she said. LL
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DOT leader promises flexibility
in hours-of-service rule
Chao tells MATS attendees that rulemaking
was sent to White House for review.

Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao tells attendees at the Mid-America
Trucking Show on March 29 in Louisville, Ky., that a notice of proposed
rulemaking regarding hours-of-service reform has been sent to the White
House for review. (Photo by John Bendel)
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Transportation Secretary Elaine
Chao said owner-operators and small-business truckers
hoping for flexibility in hours of service should get some
good news soon.
In late March, Chao made an appearance at the MidAmerica Trucking Show in her hometown to announce
that a notice of proposed rulemaking has been sent to
the White House Office of Management and Budget for
review. The proposal was sent to OMB on March 28.
No timetable was provided on the review process, and
Chao declined to give specific details about the nature
of the proposed changes, citing the regulatory review
process.
“You wanted flexibility. We listened. We asked for your
participation, and you participated,” Chao said.
In August, FMCSA issued an advance notice of
proposed rulemaking regarding possible changes to the
hours of service. The agency hosted five public listening
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sessions, and a common response from OOIDA and truck
drivers was that there needed to be more flexibility within
the rules.
More than 5,200 comments were received on the
advance notice of proposed rulemaking for hours of
service reform. OOIDA was one of two groups of truckers
Chao credited by name when referring to those who had
spearheaded the campaign for reform.
“It’s encouraging that the DOT has stayed true to their
word and are moving quickly on hours of service reform,”
said Lewie Pugh, OOIDA
executive vice president.
“You wanted
“Of course, we would like
flexibility.
to have heard Secretary
We listened.” Chao say exactly what the
hours of service is going
– DOT Secretary
to be, but that would have
Elaine Chao
also been uncommon in
this stage of the process.”
In addition to Chao’s comments at MATS, she also
addressed hours of service at a U.S. Senate subcommittee
hearing on March 27. In response to a question from Sen.
John Hoeven, R-N.D., about the Modernizing Agricultural
Transportation Act, which would provide regulatory relief
from the electronic
logging mandate for
the transportation of
agricultural products,
Chao expressed
skepticism towards
a “one-size-fits-all
approach.”
“We’re very much
aware of the hardship
that these inflexible
Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao and
rules have placed on
FMCSA Administrator Ray Martinez share
rural and agricultural
the stage during the Mid-America Trucking
interests,” she said at
Show. (Photo by Greg Grisolano)
the hearing.
While potential
hours of service reform was the biggest news at MATS,
Chao also announced that the Transportation Department
has identified funding for additional truck parking spaces.
This announcement also drew rounds of applause from the
attendees.
“When the DOT talks about funding being dedicated
to parking, we hope it’s used to pour pavement and not
just to do more studies of a problem that we all know has
existed for way too long,” Pugh said. LL
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OOIDA fighting ‘costly,’
‘impractical’ underride legislation
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Four lawmakers have reintroduced legislation to prevent
underride crashes.
Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., and Marco Rubio,
R-Fla., and Reps. Steven Cohen, D-Tenn., and Mark
DeSaulnier, D-Calif., introduced the Stop Underrides Act
on March 5. S665 and HR1511 would require tractortrailers to have underride guards on the sides and front.
“Congress has the ability to make simple and
commonsense changes that would save lives on the road,”
Gillibrand said in a news release. “Truck underride guards
are one of the best and easiest solutions for protecting
passengers and
preventing them
“(A federal mandate)
from being killed
would be impractical and when a car collides
with a truck.”
costly, thus outweighing
Similar measures
any perceived safety
were previously
introduced in
benefits.”
December 2017.
– OOIDA President Todd Spencer
Those advocating
for the bills say
that studies show that an underride guard, which is a
barrier attached to the lower area of a truck, would help
prevent a car from sliding underneath a truck during a
crash.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
is opposed to the mandate. It issued a Call to Action to its
more than 160,000 members and sent letters to lawmakers
in opposition of the Stop Underrides Act.
“Over the last several decades, the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration has considered numerous
options involving underride guards but has consistently
concluded federal mandates would be impractical and
costly, thus outweighing any perceived safety benefits,”
OOIDA wrote in a letter signed by President Todd Spencer.
The Association said the bills go too far, requiring
truckers to install real underride guards “on trailers that
can’t physically accommodate them, such as low boys,
household goods trailers, auto transporters, etc.”
In both bills, the mandate would retroactively apply to
all trailers, including those nearing the end of their service.
The bills also would require the installation of side
underride guards.
“While existing technologies may reduce passenger
compartment intrusion in certain situations, the bill fails
to recognize numerous other issues limiting the real world
practicality of side underride guards,” OOIDA wrote. LL
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By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Officials with the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration used the Mid-America
Trucking Show to give drivers an in-person update on the
status of major changes to drug clearinghouse and driver
training rules.

Larry Minor, FMCSA deputy administrator

Joe DeLorenzo, director of the agency’s office of
enforcement and compliance, and Larry Minor, deputy
administrator in the agency’s office of policy, spent about
an hour on March 28 briefing industry professionals on
some upcoming deadlines for the recent rules changes.
Earlier this month, FMCSA launched a webpage for the
upcoming CDL Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse.
The webpage provides information about the
clearinghouse, including a fact sheet, a list of frequently
asked questions, and a place where truck drivers can sign
up to receive email updates about the regulation, which is
set to be implemented on Jan. 6, 2020.
All CDL holders who operate a commercial motor
vehicle on public roads will be affected by the regulation.
The clearinghouse was mandated by the Moving Ahead
for Progress in the 21st Century Act.
Registration for the clearinghouse is scheduled to
begin this fall. By Jan. 6, 2020, “employers must conduct
electronic queries within the clearinghouse and manual
inquiries with previous employers to cover the preceding
three years.” Registration is free.
“What I would like to see is everybody register between
October and January,” DeLorenzo said.
When asked if every driver must register by January,
DeLorenzo said those who are not actively looking for a
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job or planning to switch jobs in the near future do not
necessarily need to be registered by Jan. 6.
“You don’t have to be registered by January unless
you’re looking for a new job,” he said.
FMCSA says the clearinghouse will be a secure online
database that will allow the agency, commercial motor
vehicle employers, state driver licensing agencies, and
law enforcement officials to identify in real time CDL
holders who have violated federal drug and alcohol
testing requirements.
Minor’s update on entry-level driver training also
focused on online registration, this time for training
providers in advance of the rule’s Feb. 7, 2020, effective
date.
Training providers must register with FMCSA.
They will self-certify. For new drivers who complete
a registered training course, the provider will send the
completion documents electronically to FMCSA, which
will forward that information to state driver’s licensing
offices.
Minor said the agency’s decision not to mandate a
minimum number of hours for skills or classroom training
was about making the new curriculum “as performancebased as possible.”
“If (students) haven’t demonstrated mastery of the
skills, they shouldn’t pass the course,” he said.
Initially passed in 2016, the driver training curriculum
areas are for individuals seeking Class A and Class B
commercial driver’s licenses to drive trucks and/or buses.
Instead of including a minimum number of training hours,
the FMCSA opted for a proficiency-based approach. The
trainers will be required to check off on a list of skills as
each is mastered.
As part of the negotiated rulemaking, FMCSA formed a
committee of 26 industry stakeholders and charged them
to develop the recommended framework for the final rule
on driver training. Twenty-four of the 26 members of the
negotiated rulemaking committee agreed that 30 hours of
behind-the-wheel training should be required. American
Trucking Associations and the National Association
of Small Trucking Companies opposed any number of
required hours behind the wheel.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association,
which took part in the negotiated rulemaking, has long
supported including a minimum number of driver training
hours.
In December 2016, OOIDA, along with Advocates for
Highway and Auto Safety, the Truck Safety Coalition, and
Citizens for Reliable and Safe Highways, filed a petition
for reconsideration of the final rule. LL
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FMCSA officials provide update on
drug clearinghouse, driver training rules
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FMCSA advances amended entry-level driver training rule
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration is moving forward
with a final rule aimed at making it
easier for drivers to upgrade a Class
B commercial driver’s license to a
Class A CDL.
According to the agency,
adopting a new Class A CDL theory
instruction upgrade curriculum will
save eligible driver trainees and
motor carriers $18 million annually.
“Today’s action demonstrates
the department’s commitment to
reducing regulatory burdens and
addressing our nation’s shortage
of commercial drivers,” U.S.
Department of Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao said in a
March news release.
The final rule amends the entrylevel driver training rule that was

MAY 2019

published in December 2016 and
requires the same level of theory
training for individuals obtaining a
CDL for the first time as for those
who already hold a Class B CDL and
are upgrading to a Class A CDL.
FMCSA said Class B CDL holders
shouldn’t be required to receive
the same level of theory training as
individuals who have never had a
CDL.
“This effort is a commonsense way
of reducing the regulatory burdens
placed on CDL applicants and their
employers,” FMCSA Administrator
Ray Martinez said. “FMCSA
continues to strategically reform
burdensome regulations to improve
the lives of ordinary Americans
by saving them valuable time and
money – while simultaneously
maintaining the highest level of
safety.”

The rule, which is set to go into
effect Feb. 7, only applies to Class
B CDL holders and does not change
the training requirements created in
the 2016 entry-level driver training
rule.
After the amended rule was
proposed in June 2018, the OwnerOperator Independent Drivers
Association said it agreed with
the agency’s efforts to reduce
redundancy in the certification
process, but OOIDA also said it
believes the cost savings from the
rulemaking should be reinvested into
entry-level driver training programs,
specifically behind-the-wheel
instruction.
OOIDA also said it continues to
push for minimum behind-the-wheel
requirements that were left out of
the final entry-level driver training
rule. LL
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Back on the attack

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association is offering its
support for a pair of bills that would
provide relief to truck drivers from
the electronic logging mandate.
Reps. Collin Peterson, R-Minn.,
and Greg Gianforte, R-Mont.,
introduced the Small Carrier
Electronic Device Exemption Act and
the Agricultural Business Electronic
Logging Device Exemption Act in
March.
The Small Carrier Electronic
Logging Device Exemption Act,
HR1697, would exempt businesses
operating 10 or fewer commercial
trucks.
The Agricultural Business
Electronic Logging Device
Exemption Act, HR1698, would
exempt agricultural businesses from
the ELD mandate. The lawmakers
contend that transporting live animals
and perishable products requires
flexibility that the mandate does not
allow.
“We appreciate the support of
lawmakers like Congressmen
Peterson and Gianforte, who
understand the important role of
small-business truckers, who make up
the majority of the trucking industry,”
OOIDA President Todd Spencer said.
OOIDA has long opposed the ELD
mandate and has questioned the
claims that it has any safety benefits.
A preliminary study released in
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January lends credence to OOIDA’s
skepticism. The 41-page study
by researchers from Northeastern
University, the University of
Arkansas, and Michigan State
University found that the use of
ELDs has not reduced crashes and
may cause an increase in unsafe
driving habits.
The study revealed that hours-ofservice violations declined when
the ELD mandate started light
enforcement in December 2017 and
fell further when stricter enforcement
began in April 2018. However, the
number of weekly truck crashes
reported in the study went from 1,717

“We appreciate the support of
lawmakers like Congressmen
Peterson and Gianforte, who
understand the important role
of small-business truckers,
who make up the majority of
the trucking industry.”
- OOIDA President Todd Spencer

before the mandate to 1,912 during
the light enforcement period and
then to 1,703 after strict enforcement
began.
While the number of hoursof-service violations dropped
significantly, the number of crashes
among owner-operators actually
increased, the study said.
One interesting finding from the
study was that drivers have specific
information that could be useful
when deciding whether to drive,
which inflexible regulations cannot
take into account. Basically, drivers
know when they are tired and when
they are not, and they know whether
weather and traffic could increase the
chances of a crash.
“This important legislation will
eliminate regulations for small

trucking companies and will help
reduce unnecessary stops and delays,
which threaten the agricultural
products they help to transport,”
Peterson said in a news release.
“These bills are a win for small
businesses in rural America and our
farmers.”
Both bills were co-sponsored by
Rep. Greg Gianforte, R-Mont.
“Electronic logging devices are
more Washington red tape that
ties up truckers and puts livestock
and Montana livelihoods at risk,”
Gianforte said. “These bills will
help reduce the unnecessary burden
this federal mandate pushes onto
Montana’s small trucking operations,
farmers, and ranchers.”
Both bills were referred to the
House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.
On March 11, Rep. Austin Scott,
R-Ga., also unveiled HR1673,
which would clarify the definition of
“agricultural commodity” as it relates
to the ELD mandate and hours-ofservice regulations.
“Currently, horticultural products
have been recognized by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, the
Environmental Protection Agency,
and numerous other federal and
state agencies as an agricultural
commodity,” Scott’s news release
stated. “However, horticultural
and aquaculture products, such
as nurseries, sod, turfgrass, and
freshwater and saltwater aquatic
plants, algae, and other organisms,
are not included in the ‘agriculture
commodity’ definition used by
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration.”
Reps. Neal Dunn, R-Fla.; Al
Lawson, D-Fla.; and Kurt Schrader,
D-Ore., are co-sponsors on Scott’s
bill, which was referred to the
subcommittee on Highways and
Transit. LL
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OOIDA supports bills aimed at providing relief from ELD mandate
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DOT to conduct audit into FMCSA’s medical certificate program
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The justification for the audit appears to be based on six
convictions related to fraud in the medical certification
process since August 2014. In a memorandum to FMCSA
Administrator Ray Martinez, Assistant Inspector General
Barry DeWeese also cited an 11 percent increase in large
truck and bus fatality crashes from 2012 to 2017.
However, the memorandum did not specify whether or
not the OIG believes these cases of fraud led to an increase
in crashes or that if fraud in the medical certification
process is thought to be a more widespread problem than
the six convictions in nearly five years indicate.
While the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association questions the reasons given for the audit, the
Association is hopeful it will shed light on other problems
with the medical certification program that negatively
affect drivers.
“We don’t think that six fraud convictions in nearly five
years indicate that this is a widespread problem,” OOIDA
Executive Vice President Lewie Pugh said. “But we do
hope the audit will reveal some of the other issues we have
with the entire medical examiner’s certification integration
rule, such as how second opinions will work and how the
driver is going to be notified that the state did receive his
medical certification.” LL
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The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Office of
Inspector General is conducting an audit of the FMCSA’s
medical certificate program.
“Ensuring the safety
of our nation’s roads
requires addressing the
increase in fatalities
involving large
trucks and buses,”
the OIG wrote in an
announcement on
Feb. 20. “One key
area of addressing motor carrier safety is to ensure that
commercial drivers maintain a valid medical certificate,
which confirms they are healthy enough to safely operate
the commercial vehicle.”
According to the OIG, the objectives of the audit will be
to evaluate the FMCSA’s procedures for oversight of its
medical certificate program and validating information in
its National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners. A
DOT physical for commercial driver medical certification
is valid for up to two years.
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OOIDA calls on U.S. trade representative
to address cross-border trucking in USMCA

By Land Line staff

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
urges the U.S. trade representative to continue moving
forward with the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
approval process and forthcoming implementing
legislative language in a timely manner. The U.S., Mexico,
and Canada signed a trilateral pact nearly six months ago
that included annex language establishing a regulatory
process to restrict Mexican trucks to the commercial
border zones. The deal also addresses cabotage and states
“only persons of the U.S., using U.S.-registered and either

U.S.-built or duty-paid trucks or buses, may provide truck
or bus services between points within the U.S.”
“OOIDA believes these provisions will help end the
current program that allows Mexican carriers and drivers
who are not held to the same rigorous U.S. safety, security
or environmental regulations to operate on American
roadways,” OOIDA President Todd Spencer said.
For decades, OOIDA has opposed the original NAFTA
provisions that established today’s cross-border Mexican
trucking regulations, which the Association believes harm
American small-business truckers and jeopardize highway
safety.
“Our members have suffered economically from
Mexican trucking companies taking away jobs and profits
from American drivers and motor carriers. At the same
time, Mexican trucks are endangering the motoring public,
as U.S. DOT’s own safety statistics show that the crash
rate for Mexican-domiciled carriers is 2.8 times higher
than U.S. carriers,” Spencer said. LL

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
is urging lawmakers to vote against measures that would
allow 18-year-olds to drive in interstate commerce, saying
such legislation would create safety concerns for the new
drivers and the traveling public.
The DRIVE-Safe Act was reintroduced in the House and
Senate on Feb. 26. Supported by the American Trucking
Associations, the bill would allow 18- to 20-year-old
truckers to cross state lines.
OOIDA responded by sending a letter to lawmakers on
Feb. 27.
“Younger drivers – especially teenagers – generally
lack the maturity and experience to operate a commercial
motor vehicle at the safest levels,” OOIDA wrote in a letter
signed by President and CEO Todd Spencer. “Research
consistently concludes that commercial motor vehicle
drivers under the age of 21 are more likely to be involved
in crashes. In some states, teenagers entering the apprentice
program created by the legislation would have only recently
received a full driver’s license to operate an automobile, let
alone a commercial motor vehicle.”
The bills are receiving support on both sides of the
aisle and is said to be a solution for the “driver shortage.”
OOIDA has maintained its stance that there is no driver
shortage and that the issue is one of driver turnover.
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“For decades, our country’s
largest motor carriers and
the trade associations in
Washington, D.C., that
represent them have touted
the myth of a driver shortage
as a means to promote
policies designed to maintain
the cheapest labor supply
possible,” Spencer wrote.
“Experience tells us many of those entities pushing for
a change in the current minimum-age requirement would
simply use it to take advantage of a new pool of drivers
– teenagers, who would be subjected to poor working
conditions, predatory lease-to-own schemes, and woefully
inadequate compensation.”
Most states allow 18- to 20-year-old drivers to operate a
commercial motor vehicle intrastate. Federal regulations
prohibit truck drivers under the age of 21 to drive interstate.
The bill, S569, was introduced by Sen. Todd Young,
R-Ind. The House version, HR1374, was introduced by
Rep. Trey Hollingsworth, R-Ind.
Under the measure, under-21 drivers would be required
to complete at least 400 hours of on-duty time and 240
hours of driving time with an experienced driver with them.
Young drivers also would be required to drive with a speedlimiter capped at 65 mph. LL
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Lawmakers reintroduce bills aimed at lowering age for truckers

LAWSUITUPDATE

OOIDA to appeal dismissal of Pennsylvania toll lawsuit

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association says it will appeal
the dismissal of its lawsuit against
the state of Pennsylvania over its
tolling authority on the Pennsylvania
Turnpike.
On April 4, U.S. District Court
Judge Yvette Kane granted the
state’s and Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission’s motion to dismiss
while simultaneously denying
OOIDA’s motion for partial summary
judgment.
OOIDA plans to appeal the decision
to the U.S. Court of Appeals.
“This lawsuit is far from over,”
said OOIDA President Todd Spencer.

“And, win or lose on appeal,
the turnpike’s debt crisis and the
commonwealth’s transportation
emergency aren’t going away either.”
In its lawsuit, OOIDA argued that
legislation passed to establish tolls
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, Act
44/89, violates both the Commerce
Clause of the U.S. Constitution and
the constitutional right to travel.
However, defendants, which include
the governor, Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission and state secretary of
transportation, argued that OOIDA
failed to state a claim. The district
court agreed with the defendants.
OOIDA argued it has, in fact, stated
a claim regarding violation of the
Commerce Clause. Referring to the
Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act of 1991, plaintiffs
state that Congress did not give
authorization to establish tolls “free
of limitations imposed by the dormant
Commerce Clause.”
Also using a separate three-prong

test of reasonableness of levies,
OOIDA argued that toll receipts,
which have exceeded 200 percent
of the cost to maintain and operate
the turnpike, are not based on some
fair approximation of the use of the
turnpike, and are excessive in relation
to the benefits conferred.

“This lawsuit is far from over. And,
win or lose on appeal, the turnpike’s
debt crisis and the commonwealth’s
transportation emergency aren’t
going away either.”
– OOIDA President Todd Spencer

In the opinion, the court found
credible OOIDA’s allegation that
Pennsylvania’s policy decisions
related to transportation have
resulted in a statutory scheme that
disproportionately burdens turnpike
travelers with the costs of a statewide
transportation system that is of no
direct benefit to them. LL
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Listen anytime, anywhere,
on any device.
Get the in-depth information you’ve
come to rely on at LandLineNow.com
or on your favorite podcast app.
Of course you can always tune in daily
at 7pm EST, and 4pm PT on Sirius XM
Channel 146.
Call an advertising representative at 816-229-5791 to
find out about advertising on our podcast.
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Bills in four states address
truck parking concerns
Truck parking needs are a topic drawing attention
this year at statehouses from California to Virginia.
California
A bill moving through the state Assembly
addresses concerns about where
professional drivers can take a break.
Existing law prohibits vehicles from
stopping, parking or standing alongside a
freeway.
The current version of AB158 from
Assemblyman Randy Voepel, R-Santee,
would require the California Department
of Transportation and the California
Highway Patrol to conduct a study
evaluating parking availability for
commercial vehicles.
The study would be required to
evaluate the capacity of the state to
provide “adequate parking and rest
facilities for commercial vehicles.”
Additionally, the study would assess the
volume of truck traffic in the state and
“develop a system of metrics to measure
the adequacy” of truck parking facilities
statewide.

Connecticut
The Joint Committee on Transportation
held a hearing on a bill concerning truck
parking at rest areas in the state.
In 2016, in an effort to save
$1.1 million per year, the Connecticut
DOT announced a partial shutdown of a
half dozen rest areas along Interstates 84
and 91. One facility along Interstate 95 in
Westbrook was closed.
The facilities that remain open are
staffed from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily.
Sponsored by Sen. Cathy Osten,
D-Sprague, SB713 would require the
state DOT to open rest areas 24 hours a
day for visitors and to allow truck drivers
to take federally mandated breaks.
“If the state is unable to provide a safe
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place for truckers and other vehicles to
stop, there will be more opportunity for
accidents on our highways,” Osten
testified. “Tired drivers jeopardize
themselves and other motorists and need
a safe place to stop.”
Osten said the cost to keep rest areas
open would come from the state’s
Special Transportation Fund.
A separate bill, SB192, would require
the state’s welcome centers to be
reopened by July 1. A plan to recruit
volunteers to staff facilities also would
be created.
One more bill, HB5162, would
establish a task force to study alternative
funding for rest areas on state highways.
Joe Sculley, president of the Motor
Transport Association of Connecticut,
testified that it is difficult for truck
drivers to find “safe and legal parking
spaces” in the state. He said that a
Federal Highway Administration study
identified Connecticut as having a severe
shortage of safe parking.
He added that the trucking industry is a
“heavy funder” of the Special
Transportation Fund.

Virginia
Legislation sent to the governor focuses
on travel along the Interstate 81 corridor.
HB2718/SB1716 calls for the
formation of a committee of legislators
and transportation officials to discuss
improvements to Interstate 81, including
an analysis and review of truck parking
needs. In essence, it’s a study.
Gov. Ralph Northam offered
amendments to overhaul the legislation,
including the removal of the truck
parking study. Lawmakers agreed to the
changes, and the bill was signed into law.
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

OOIDA
Washington
A bill halfway through the statehouse
is intended to help ease parking
concerns for professional drivers.
State law allows visitors to park at
rest areas for up to eight hours daily.
There is no time restriction if the
vehicle is disabled.
Senators voted 33-14 to advance
to the House a bill to change
allowable parking time from eight
hours per day to four hours.
Advocates for the rule change say
all anyone needs to do to get around
the current eight-hour rule is to
remove a vehicle part to claim the
vehicle is disabled.
SB5506 would permit the
Washington State Police to impound

disabled vehicles after 24 hours.
Commercial vehicles would be
exempt from the new rules.
Additionally, affected trucks would
be allowed to park at rest areas for
up to an hour beyond federally
mandated rest periods.
A spokeswoman for the
Washington Trucking Associations
testified during a recent hearing on
the bill that Washington is the “most
trade-dependent state in the nation.”
However, the state is ranked 44th
in available truck parking.
“Safe and accessible truck parking
is crucial to the trucking industry,
and this bill would help with that
problem,” WTA Executive Vice
President Sheri Call said.

The Association says the truck parking
shortage nationally remains one of the
biggest issues for truckers.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA’s manager
of government affairs, said calling it a
truck parking “crisis” is probably a more
accurate description of the situation.
“We continue to work with lawmakers
and transportation officials in D.C. and
across the country, but progress is slow,”
he said. “We’re well beyond the point
of needing another study, or a working
group, etc. We need more truck parking
capacity. Period.”
He adds that “if people in a position
to make a positive difference continue
to drag their feet, this will get much
worse to the detriment of public safety
and a significant portion of the trucking
industry.
“Solutions exist, so it’s time for
lawmakers and transportation officials to
act.” LL

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and Puritan Life
Insurance Company of America of Austin, TX*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 11823 Winston-Salem, NC 27116.
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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Revenue from alternative-fuel vehicles
catches attention in 10 states
State officials concerned
about lost funds.
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

A

Alabama
New annual flat-rate registration
fees on electric vehicles are on the
books in Alabama.
Included in a new law to raise the
state’s fuel tax rate by 10 cents is
an annual tax on electric vehicles of
$200. Additionally, HB2 will collect
an annual tax of $100 on plug-in
hybrid vehicles.
32 LAND LINE

Arkansas
Gov. Asa Hutchinson has signed
into law a bill to raise road revenue
via a new wholesale fuel tax,
increased license fees on hybrid and
electric vehicles, and through other
means.
Previously SB336, the new law is
estimated to raise nearly
$100 million annually for the state
Department of Transportation.
Increasing registration fees for
hybrid and electric vehicles will
raise $1.9 million.

Kansas
The House has voted to advance a
bill to impose a new annual vehicle
registration fee of $75 for certain
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. A
$150 fee would be charged for allelectric plug-in vehicles.
Estimated to raise $610,000
initially, the fees would kick in on
Jan. 1.
HB2372 has moved to the Senate
where a similar version, SB189, is
in committee.

Minnesota
Legislation introduced in both
statehouse chambers would more
than triple the annual fee for owners
of electric vehicles.
SF1409 would raise the surcharge
for electric vehicles from $75 to
$250. Hybrid vehicle owners would
also be charged a new fee of $125.
Gov. Tim Walz included in his
budget proposal a plan to raise the
fee on electric vehicles to $100.
The revenue would be used to help
cover costs for charging stations.
The House version is HF2026.

Nebraska
The state of Nebraska collects a
$75 annual fee for alternative-fuel
passenger vehicles.
LB366 would raise the rate to
$85 in 2020. Additional increases
to $95, $105 and $115 would be
imposed through 2023. The rate
would settle at $125 by 2024 and
each year thereafter.
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s states continue to wait on the
federal government to reach a
transportation funding deal, work
continues at statehouses to come
up with their own solutions to
help boost transportation funding.
Among the options getting attention
in legislatures from the Pacific
Northwest to the Appalachians is
tapping alternative-fuel vehicles for
additional revenue.
In an effort to encourage people
to pursue more fuel-efficient
options, many states now offer
financial incentives for hybrid
and electric vehicle owners. As
popularity for such vehicles is
expected to grow, however, more
state officials are concerned about
the lost transportation revenue that
results from fuel-efficient vehicles.
According to the National
Conference of State Legislatures,
20 states impose additional fees for
registering and licensing certain
vehicles. Below are some notable
efforts at statehouses to raise
revenue from hybrid and electric
vehicles.
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North Dakota
One bill nearing passage at the
statehouse would boost transportation
funding via electric and hybrid
vehicles. Additional revenue would
be used to help cover costs for road
upkeep and construction.
House lawmakers voted to approve
collection of a $120 annual “road
use fee” on electric vehicles. Hybrids
would see a $50 yearly fee.

Texas bill estimated to
generate $55 million
over next two years.

SB2061 has moved back to the
Senate for approval of changes to the
fee on electric vehicles. The Senate
voted to collect a $110 annual fee on
affected vehicles.
The bill would also set up a
legislative study on the infrastructure
needs for electric cars.
Revenue estimated in excess of
$200,000 annually would be used for
state and local roads, and transit.
If agreed upon by both chambers,
the bill would head to the governor’s
desk.

Ohio
Gov. Mike DeWine has signed into
law the two-year transportation
budget.
The budget includes a 6-cent fuel
tax increase. Additionally, electric
vehicle owners would pay a $175
MAY 2019

yearly fee. Hybrid vehicle owners
would pay $75 annually.

Texas
A bill in the House Transportation
Committee would impose an
additional fee for the registration of
electric and hybrid vehicles.
HB1971 would collect an
additional fee of $200 for electric
vehicles and $100 for hybrid
vehicles.
The bill is estimated to raise
$55 million over the next two years
for the state’s highway fund.

Washington
The House Transportation Committee
voted to advance a bill to collect
additional revenue from electric
vehicle owners.
SB5971 would double the fee for
electric vehicles from $150 to $300.
Additionally, a new $50 fee would be
charged for hybrid electric vehicles.
The bill has moved to the House
Ways and Means Committee.

Wyoming
Gov. Mark Gordon has signed into
law a bill to collect more revenue
from alternative-fuel vehicles.
State law requires plug-in electric
cars to have a decal costing $50 each
year.
HB166 increases the annual fee for
plug-in electric vehicles to $200.
A provision was removed for
hybrid vehicle owners to need a
sticker costing $100 annually. LL
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By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association is busy working
to add consumer protections on
nonconsensual tows in one state
and to maintain those protections in
another.
OOIDA supports a pair of bills in
Missouri that would provide truckers
a means to complain if they believe
they were overcharged for a tow.
The Association also is pushing back
against an attempt to remove those
protections in Colorado.

“Small-business truckers
keep getting stuck with
towing bills that are
arbitrarily inflated by
thousands or even tens of
thousands of dollars.”
– OOIDA Manager of Government
Affairs Mike Matousek

Mike Matousek, OOIDA’s manager
of government affairs, testified in
February at the Missouri statehouse
in support of two towing bills for
truckers who are forced to have their
tractor-trailer towed in the state.
Matousek told Missouri’s Senate
Transportation, Infrastructure and
Public Safety Committee that
bill S323 would provide smallbusiness truckers a means of
contesting unreasonable charges
regarding nonconsensual tows. A
nonconsensual tow is one that is
initiated by law enforcement with
no opportunity for the trucker to
negotiate services or compare prices.
“I had a lot of great questions from
lawmakers on the transportation
committee,” Matousek told Land
Line Now. “What was eye-opening
to them is that there is no recourse
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or no regulation whatsoever when
it comes to nonconsensual towing
of commercial motor vehicles in
Missouri.”
Matousek also informed the
lawmakers about some of the
invoices that OOIDA members have
received for nonconsensual tows in
Missouri and in other states.
“One of the invoices I used was
$43,000 that a member of ours in
Missouri got in December,” he said.
“I also highlighted some of the
highest ones I’ve seen across the
country – $250,000 in Pennsylvania,
$185,000 in West Virginia, and
$154,000 in New York. Those are
some huge numbers, and it does get
the attention of lawmakers when you
bring those up.”
Missouri Sen. Lincoln Hough
introduced S323, which would create
a Commercial Motor Vehicle Towing
Advisory Committee, comprised
of government and industry
stakeholders, tasked with developing
recommendations regarding
regulations for the towing of
commercial motor vehicles but gives
the state discretion for the adoption
of those recommendations.
A similar bill, HR749, was
introduced in the House by Missouri
Rep. Nate Tate.
OOIDA supports both bills as they
would both give truckers a way to
contest an invoice when they believe
they were overcharged.
“Small-business truckers keep
getting stuck with towing bills that

are arbitrarily inflated by thousands
or even tens of thousands of dollars,”
Matousek said. “The impact on them
is financially devastating. There’s no
meaningful recourse in Missouri, and
the problem continues to get worse.”
Matousek added that the bill
isn’t an attempt to negatively affect
towing companies in Missouri.
Instead, the consumer protections
are only meant to eliminate the bad
actors who take advantage of the
current system.
“The towing industry plays a vital
role in recovering tractor-trailers
when they are in a crash, and we
need to have a healthy towing and
recovery industry without question,”
he said. “But that still doesn’t
mean that they should be able to
charge whatever they want with no
consumer protections whatsoever.”
Meanwhile, OOIDA sent a letter
on Feb. 27 to the Colorado Public
Utilities Commission in opposition
of a petition for rulemaking filed
by the Towing and Recovery
Professionals of Colorado. The
petition would remove some of the
towing carrier rules that OOIDA
helped establish. For instance, the
petition’s plan would remove the
maximum rates for nonconsensual
tows, which generally include all law
enforcement dispatched tows to clear
the roadway after a crash.
“This would effectively gut the
reasonable rate caps currently in
place for the towing, storage, and
vehicle release fees specific to law
enforcement ordered tows, which
would fundamentally weaken the
collective rules,” Matousek wrote.
OOIDA and the Colorado Motor
Carriers Association worked
extensively to create rules and
regulations regarding nonconsensual
heavy-duty tows. The full
implementation of the rules went into
effect on Jan. 1, 2018. LL
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OOIDA works to protect truckers from
predatory toll practices in Missouri, Colorado
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By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

A roadside drug testing program in
Michigan is expected to expand
statewide this fall.
The Michigan State Police
recently released the results of the
pilot program, which was
conducted from November 2017 to
November 2018 in five counties.
Michigan lawmakers approved in
December an additional $626,000
to expand the program across the
state. Shannon Banner, a
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spokeswoman for the Michigan
State Police, confirmed with Land
Line that the expansion is expected
to begin this fall.
“Expansion of this pilot program
will allow a greater number of
police departments in Michigan to
take advantage of the expertise of
participating drug recognition
experts to assist with traffic stops
and drug-impaired driving
investigations,” the Michigan State
Police wrote in its
recommendation. “Arresting drugimpaired drivers can be expected
to mitigate serious injury and fatal
traffic crashes throughout
Michigan.”
The program allows trained
officers to give roadside saliva
tests to any drivers suspected of
being under the influence of such
drugs as marijuana, cocaine and
heroin. The pilot program, which

uses a mouth swab to obtain the
saliva, started in Berrien, Delta,
Kent, St. Clair and Washtenaw
counties.
From Nov. 8, 2017 until Nov. 8,
2018, 92 saliva roadside drug tests
were conducted in those five
counties. Eighty-nine drivers were
arrested from those drug tests. As
of Dec. 20, 2018, 38 drivers had
been convicted of 47 charges.
Forty-nine cases are pending a
final court disposition. One case
was dismissed, and one case was
not prosecuted.
The testing program was inspired
by a 2013 crash when a truck
driver ran a red light and struck a
vehicle, resulting in the deaths of
two people. The truck driver,
Harley Davidson Durocher, was
sentenced to 15 years in prison
after blood tests showed that
marijuana was in his system. LL

MICHIGAN

Michigan plans to expand roadside drug testing program
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STATE
WATCH

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

We know you don’t have time
to keep up with all of the bills
being considered that affect your
trucking business. That’s why your
Association keeps a close watch
on legislative action in statehouses
near you. On the following pages
you will find a roundup of some
significant actions from around the
country.
For a complete rundown of state
legislation, visit LandLineMag.com
and click on “Legislative Watch”
under the “Important Info” tab.

Alabama
Gov. Kay Ivey signed into law a bill to
raise the state’s fuel tax rates by a
dime. HB2 increases the 18-cent gas
tax and 19-cent diesel tax over three
years. Effective Sept. 1, the tax rates
will be raised by 6 cents. Additional
2-cent increases will occur in October
2020 and 2021. Also included is a plan
to index the state’s excise tax based on
the cost of road construction.
Arkansas
Gov. Asa Hutchinson signed into law a
bill to implement a wholesale fuel tax
that amounts to a 3-cent-per-gallon gas
tax increase. Effective Oct. 1, the rate
will increase from 21.5 cents to
24.5 cents. At the same time, the diesel
tax will increase by 6 cents, from
22.5 cents to 28.5 cents. The new tax
in SB336 also will be indexed to
increase by up to one-tenth cent per
year over the next decade.
Also approved by lawmakers is an
effort to extend permanently the state’s
half-cent sales tax that is dedicated to
highways. The tax was implemented in
2012 with a 2023 sunset date.
HJR1018 now must go to voters for
final approval.
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A bill moving through the Senate
would implement speed limit
differentials on the state’s fastest
highways. House lawmakers approved
an earlier version of the bill intended
to speed up conversion to higher speed
limits around the state. Arkansas law
permits the state highway commission
to increase speed limits only after
completing an engineering and traffic
investigation. As introduced, HB1631
mandated a 75 mph speed limit on
freeways outside urban areas. Speeds
on urban freeways would be set at
65 mph. After Senate changes to the
bill, trucks would be limited to 70 mph
on freeways outside urban areas.
Colorado
Gov. Jared Polis has signed into law a
bill to lower from 21 years to 18 years
the minimum age required in the state
to be licensed to operate a commercial
vehicle in interstate commerce.
Federal lawmakers must also
authorize the change for SB18 to take
effect.

Montana
House lawmakers voted to
advance a bill, HB393, to the
Senate to raise truck speeds
on interstate highways from
65 mph to 70 mph throughout
the day. Truck speeds on all
noninterstate highways would
be set at 65 mph for all hours
of the day. State highways are
limited to 60 mph during the
day and 55 mph at night. Cars
are allowed to travel 65 mph
on noninterstate highways
and up to 80 mph on rural
interstate highways.

Connecticut
Two House bills are of interest.
HB7202 would implement allelectronic tolls on all highway users.
The legislation specifies that tolls
would be collected on Interstates 84,
91, and 95 and state Route 15.
HB7280 would require CTDOT to
submit a tolling proposal to the
General Assembly. Additionally, a
transportation finance authority would
be created to eventually set toll rates.
Delaware
State law already exists to prohibit
driving in the left lane below the
posted speed. A resolution approved
by legislators requests the state police
and state DOT to look into the issue of
slower traffic in the left lane. Senate
Concurrent Resolution 7 requests the
agencies to offer recommendations to
address the issue. Recommendations
could include additional restrictions on
left lane use and additional or different
signs.
Minnesota
One Senate bill would penalize
slowpokes in the far left lane of
highways. Minnesota law already
requires any vehicle moving at less
than the normal speed of traffic to stay
to the right. Violators face $50 fines.
SF620 would set the fine at a
minimum of $100.
Oklahoma
The Senate Transportation Committee
voted to advance a bill to amend rules
on speed limits for the state’s turnpike
system and interstate highways.
Oklahoma already permits all vehicles
to travel at 75 mph on four-lane
divided highways, including
interstates. HB1071 would authorize
the speed on the turnpike system to be
raised to 80 mph – up from 75. The
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bill would also permit the maximum
posted speed on rural interstate
highways to be increased from 70 to
75 mph.
Pennsylvania
Two House bills are of note.
HB461 would mandate that large
trucks and their trailers come equipped
with side underride systems. The bill
would require underride systems to be
equipped on new trailers with gross
vehicle weight ratings more than
10,000 pounds.
HB351 would implement greater
state oversight of the Delaware River
Joint Toll Bridge Commission. The
three-part bill would require an annual
financial and management audit of the
commission by Pennsylvania’s auditor
general and his New Jersey
counterpart. Another provision would
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require the minutes of every
commission meeting to be delivered to
the governor. The commission would
be forbidden from taking action until
the minutes are approved by the
governor, or for a period of 10 days. A
third provision would grant the
Pennsylvania governor veto power
over actions of the state’s
commissioners.
Texas
An effort underway in the House and
Senate would permit police officers in
the city of Katy to enforce commercial
vehicle standards for overweight
trucks. Currently, the Texas
Department of Public Safety is solely
responsible for enforcing overweight
rules. HB1308/SB636 would allow
officers to apply for “certification to
enforce commercial vehicle standards

for overweight trucks” passing through
city limits.
Washington
One Senate bill would reduce the
length of time vehicles are allowed to
use a rest area from eight to four
hours. SB5506 would require the state
DOT to designate zones within a rest
area with shorter parking time limits
for “maximum efficiency and safety.”
Drivers of commercial vehicles would
be permitted to park up to one hour
beyond the federally mandated rest
periods.
West Virginia
State lawmakers approved a resolution,
HCR32, to give the state DOT
authority to increase the speed limit on
interstate highways from 70 mph to
75 mph. LL
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Truck parking
a popular topic at MATS
New reports regarding local truck parking are
too numerous and small in scope to report on
individually. However, what each of these news
items means to the underlying national problem is
too significant to ignore. Below is a roundup of the
latest truck parking-related news items from across
the United States.

Parking comment highlights
OOIDA Town Hall Meeting
As part of the Mid-America Trucking Show in March, the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association held
a Town Hall Meeting to get input directly from drivers.
Among the many comments, one impassioned driver stole
the stage.
During the Town Hall Meeting, Lee Zirbel gave OOIDA
executive staff her 2
cents’ worth about
truck parking. Lee
and her husband,
Gary Zirbel, live in
their truck, which
makes parking even
more vital to their
livelihood.
Lee Zirbel
Lee has called state
legislators about their rest areas. When she tells them she
does not live in their state, she has been told someone who
lives in the state needs to file the complaint. Lee pointed
out that plenty of her tax dollars go to the states, including
IFTA, fuel and HUT taxes.
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Lee wants state lawmakers to answer a simple question
and has a simple solution if they can’t answer that
question.
“Where is a safe place for us to park? And if not, we
shouldn’t have to pay the taxes to that state.”
Essentially, Lee pointed out that a major problem within
each state is a lack of funding for rest areas and other
sources of truck parking. She does not want to pay those
various taxes directly to those states if those dollars are
not being used correctly.
Check out the full video of Lee’s statements at Land
Line Magazine’s YouTube channel.

Secretary Chao also addressed
truck parking at MATS
Depending on who you ask, Secretary of Transportation
Elaine Chao’s speech may have been the marquee event
at MATS. Although the main attraction of that speech was
hours-of-service reform, Chao mentioned more than that.
During her remarks, Chao mentioned the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s priorities, the first being
safety.
“We want you to get home to your loved ones safely,
and we also want to give you the flexibility and the
freedom that you want.”
That was leading up to the HOS reform announcement,
but the comments also applied to truck parking
availability.
Chao discussed solutions derived from input from a
variety of stakeholders, including drivers themselves. So
what are the solutions? More studies? More technology
letting you know about the lack of parking spaces up
ahead?
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer
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Lee and her husband, Gary
Zirbel, live in their truck, which
makes parking even more
vital to their livelihood.
“These solutions identified funding for additional
parking spaces,” Chao said.
Of course, those solutions also include realtime technology. However, it was nice to hear the
Secretary of Transportation acknowledge the most
effective solution: more spaces.
How or when
this will be
accomplished,
no one knows.
Chao said that the
National Coalition
on Truck Parking
will continue to
host workshops
to discuss truck
parking access.
Elaine Chao, secretary of
Unfortunately, these
transportation
workshops are
nothing new. In other words, don’t hold your breath.

Other parking news

Here’s a speed round of other truck parking news,
starting with the good:
n Illinois DOT creates a truck parking lot in Marion.
n City of Colorado Springs allowed truckers to park
at New Life Church during March blizzard.
n A Connecticut bill could reopen highway rest
area buildings 24/7.
n A truck stop is being developed off of Interstate
55 in Atlanta, Ill.

And the not-so-good parking news:
n Springfield, Ill., Walmart was strong-armed into
banning truck parking.
n More than 68 percent of survey respondents
opposed a rest area on Spaulding Turnpike, Exit
6, in Dover, N.H.
n Woodland neighborhood in Bronx, N.Y., cracking
down on truck parking.
n NIMBY situation regarding a proposed Love’s
Travel Stop in Sweetwater County, Wyo.
n Another NIMBY situation brewing in Prince
George, British Columbia. LL
MAY 2019
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KNOW YOUR BOARD

‘These guys are really looking out for us’
Monte Wiederhold joined OOIDA in 1983 after
reading a Land Line article by Jim Johnston.

Monte Wiederhold spends the bulk
of his workday running steel coils
around the heartland of America. He
wouldn’t have it any other way.
“I’ve always been kinda nuts
about trucks,” said Wiederhold,
an OOIDA board member from
Lebanon, Ohio. “When I was a kid
I had Tonka trucks, but I realized
they didn’t have stacks. So I’d clip a
ballpoint pen to the sides – pretend
they were stacks. That was my level
of attention to detail as far as trucks
go.”
When it came to teaching
him how to drive a commercial
vehicle, Monte remembers his
dad exercising a similar level of
attention to detail.
“We’d go 10 minutes, or 10 miles
– depending on how long it took
me to screw up – Dad would say,
‘Pull it over here, just pull it over.’
He’d take the wheel and tell me
to sit there and watch to see what
mistakes I’d made. It was a rough
way to learn sometimes, for sure.”
After decades on the road, Monte
understands why his dad was so
hard on him and appreciates that
level of importance put on being a
safe driver.
“I hate to sound solemn, but
there’s a real fine line between
living and dying out here
sometimes. If you don’t know what
you’re doing you might not get
home – or worse – other people
might not get home because of your
mistakes,” Monte said.
The need for advocacy for
independent trucking became
evident to Monte early on. He
believes the role OOIDA plays
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keeping lawmakers and government
officials in touch with small-business
owner-operators is equally as
important as the role the Association
takes in educating and informing the
small-business owner-operator. LL

Q&A

When did you get your
commercial driver’s license?
“In Ohio, you had to be 18 to get
a chauffeur’s license. I graduated
in ’74, got my chauffeur’s license
right after that so I could work
the construction site with my dad.
He’d take on the ‘empties’ to give
me stick-time. We worked together
at Charlie Hamilton Excavating. I
was eventually grandfathered into
a CDL when they changed the
license.”

was Jim Johnston, talking about
lumpers and how laws had been
passed but weren’t enforced. It
really resonated with me. I realized,
‘Hey these guys are really looking
out for us, and we need to know
this information.’ I joined in 1983.”

What kind of freight do you
specialize in?
“I do flatbed and haul mainly steel
these days. Sometimes aluminum
ingots. We do stand-up, skidded –
pretty much any way they make it.
But the bulk of it is coils.”

If you could make a significant
change in the industry with
a snap of your fingers, what
would it be?
“I’d abolish the ELD mandate. It’s
a misconception that everyone who
uses a paper log is a cheater. That’s
just not true. And now that the
mandate has been in place for more
than a year, it’s pretty evident it has
no safety benefits. It should have
never been presented as a safety
thing.”

Why did you join OOIDA?
“I had only been in business as an
owner-op a couple of years. I was
running mostly a lot of dry van
grocery loads. There was a lot of
sitting around, waiting. I picked up
a Land Line Magazine one day – I
don’t even remember where I was,
but I was probably waiting to pay
someone to unload my truck. There

What legacy do you
hope to leave?
“I’d like to be known as someone
who always tried to help out. I
know that sounds simple, but it
kind of is, really. We need to help
each other out as far as mentoring
and learning the trade. It’s easier to
get out and help than it is to trade
paint.” LL
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By Wendy Parker, staff writer
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.
Introducing a program from OOIDA to assist members to stay
in compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.

With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and
easily establish compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA COMPLIANCE
CONNECTION offers a user friendly system with 24/7 access to your files.
DRIVER FILES:
✓ Review of all forms to ensure they are filled out completely and correctly
✓ Tracks expiration dates such as medical certificates, MVR’s,
CDL’s and will send alert notice before the document expires
EQUIPMENT FILES:
✓ Schedule and track all maintenance
✓ Houses annual inspections, roadside inspections, and DVIR’s
OTHER FILES:
✓ Keeps files and documents organized for user to easily put together records
for New Entrant Safety Audit
✓ Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs, and other resources in an
easy-to- access location
✓ Drug and Alcohol testing information can be stored in the system
Information can be sent confidentially and selectively to an authorized investigator.

Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of compliance recordkeeping and maintenance. Call OOIDA Business Services and
find out about OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
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OOIDA IN ACTION

Down to brass tacks
Attendees heartily praise first OOIDA
Truck to Success class on how to
become a successful owner-operator.
By Chuck Robinson, copy editor

M

Truck To
Success
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Lewie Pugh, executive vice president of OOIDA, discusses aspects of
spec’ing a truck at the March Truck to Success seminar.

Lewie Pugh talks with attendee and OOIDA member Jay Armstrong of
St. Paul, Minn., during a break between sessions at the spring Truck to
Success seminar.

nearly overwhelming, but he was ready to put it to use. He
said he appreciates having the support and expertise of an
organization like OOIDA.
“It seems like the truck business has a big target on its
back, and everyone is out to get them,” he said.
Another Truck to Success seminar has been scheduled
for Sept. 10-12 at the Courtyard by Marriott in Blue
Springs, Mo., not far from OOIDA headquarters. The
schedule has been expanded to three full days.
The training is geared to help a company driver
transition to an owner-operator. Among the topics covered
are developing a business plan, buying and financing
equipment, insurance, choosing your own authority or
lease to a carrier, permits and licensing, entrant safety
audits and compliance reviews, taxes, and brokers and
factoring.
Tuition for the seminar is $495 per person, which
includes course materials and handouts and also breakfast,
lunch and snacks. Sign up by Aug. 1 to get a free year of
membership in OOIDA. The final day to register is Sept. 1.
For more information or to register, go to
OOIDAOnlineEducation.com/Education/TruckSuccess. LL
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embers of OOIDA’s Truck to Success inaugural class
came away with a lot to think about.
Some 50 people attended the March class, a 2½-day
intensive training course for truck drivers thinking about
becoming owner-operators.
Peter La Salle, a truck driver out of Savannah, Ga.,
with 17 years of experience, said the class helped him cut
through a lot of conflicting information gathered from
truck-driving colleagues.
“My biggest thing in speaking with other truck drivers
or owner-operators – they seemed to have a lot of different
information. I was
seeing a lot of
“The class is so
owner-operators
comprehensive that it
falling into the
same traps,” La
has brought up things
Salle said.
I had never considered.”
He said he
– Jay Armstrong encouraged other
drivers to take the
class to help sort
things out and get down to brass tacks.
Another appreciative attendee was OOIDA Member Jay
Armstrong of St. Paul, Minn., who has 12 years driving
city routes and long-haul.
“This was a bargain for what the cost was,” Armstrong
said.
He had considered getting his own authority last fall
but saw this class mentioned in Land Line Magazine and
decided to take it. He said he is glad he waited. Learning
about all the back-office details, such as tracking medical
and driving records and the required vehicle records
beyond the logbook was eye-opening, he said.
“The class is so
comprehensive that it has
brought up things I had never
considered,” Armstrong said.
Lee Deavers is an owneroperator without his own
authority but working toward
that goal. He has been
driving seven years out of
Piedmont, S.C. He said the
amount of information is
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OOIDA’s Spencer: America isn’t ready for autonomous trucking
OOIDA President Todd
Spencer explains to a panel
in Washington, D.C., that
autonomous vehicles won’t
replace professional truck
drivers for a long time.
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

Photo by Jay Grimes

S

ome advocates of technology
may claim a driverless future
is just around the corner, but not
OOIDA President Todd Spencer. He
says the technology, as well as the
infrastructure necessary to achieve
a level of safety on par with having
an experienced professional driver in
control of the vehicle, is still a long
way away.
Spencer’s remarks came during
a panel on the impact of automated
vehicle technologies on the
workforce in March at the U.S.
Department of Transportation in
Washington, D.C.
“I don’t think it’s going to happen
tomorrow, and I don’t see how it
could realistically happen without
every aspect of vehicles – not just
trucks, but every other vehicle on the
road – and the roadway system itself
(being automated),” he said.
The panel was part of a
collaborative project between DOT,
the Department of Labor, Department
of Commerce, and Department
of Health and Human Services
to study workforce effects and
operational health and safety issues
for commercial drivers in relation to
automation technology.
The first phase of the study, which
focuses on the long-haul trucking
and transit bus sectors, will result in
a report to Congress, expected later
this summer. The second phase will
be expanded to include a broader set
of driving occupations. Last October,
Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao
submitted a request for comments

MAY 2019

OOIDA President Todd Spencer, far right, takes part in a Washington, D.C., panel about autonomous
vehicles in March.

on the impact of automated vehicle
technologies and the workforce.
OOIDA filed comments challenging
the assumption that autonomous
vehicles would improve highway
safety.
“The study must contemplate
the potential displacement of jobs,
expected changes to the skills, and
training necessary for drivers to
safely operate autonomous trucks
and how these changes would affect
driver compensation,” OOIDA
wrote in its comments. “OOIDA

“I don’t think it’s going to
happen tomorrow, and I don’t
see how it could realistically
happen without every aspect
of vehicles – not just trucks,
but every other vehicle on the
road – and the roadway system
itself (being automated).”
– OOIDA President Todd Spencer
also recommends that the study
specifically examine the impact
automated vehicles would have on
small trucking businesses, which
account for 94 percent of all U.S.
motor carriers.”
The OOIDA Foundation has said
that there are many safety questions
that arise when discussing the
possibility of automated vehicles.
“There are numerous situations

in which an (autonomous truck)
will not be able to safely operate
without an experienced driver behind
the wheel, which actually leads
to further safety issues, including
automation bias, fatigue and overall
driver performance,” the OOIDA
Foundation wrote.
At the panel discussion, Spencer
urged for more transparency from
manufacturers and developers of the
autonomous technologies, not only
in terms of their successes but also
the failures and limitations of the
technologies.
“The vast majority of driving jobs,
I don’t see how they could ever be
automated,” he said. “And certainly,
we’re decades away from those
that could be automated actually
being able to be done safely, simply
because it does require technology,
but it’s also going to require massive
public investment that people in this
town too often don’t seem to want to
make.”
The panel discussion, which
included opening remarks by
Chao, also included Sam Loesche,
legislative representative for the
International Brotherhood of
Teamsters; Amitai Bin-Nun, vice
president of autonomous vehicles
and mobility innovation at Securing
America’s Future Energy; and Art
Guzzetti, vice president of policy for
the American Public Transportation
Association. LL
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NEED TO KNOW

How to help your fellow citizens

in the face of disaster
A guide for truck drivers
to obtain FEMA credentials.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

here was no shortage of natural disasters in 2018.
California experienced the deadliest wildfire in
state history. On the other side of the country, the
Florida Panhandle went through the strongest hurricane
in the region’s history. In addition to breaking records,
these events had something else in common: They
severely affected infrastructure.
In November, the Camp Fire in Butte County, Calif.,
destroyed nearly 19,000 structures and killed 86 people,
making it the deadliest and most destructive wildfire in
the state’s history. During that time, several highways
were shut down. Shortly after the peak of the fire, rain
brought the threat of mudslides covering up highways.
At the same time, the Woolsey Fire in Ventura
County, Calif., destroyed 1,643 structures, the seventh
most destructive fire in California. That fire shut down
sections of the 101 Freeway. Driving through certain
parts of California required doing some research to
make sure no routes were literally on fire.
Hurricane Michael struck the Florida Panhandle in
October. Not only did that storm shut down an 80-mile
stretch of Interstate 10, but several ports were also shut
down, causing trouble for commerce coming from the
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Gulf Coast. Just a month prior, Hurricane Florence
resulted in a massive evacuation in the Southeast,
including lane reversals on Interstate 26.
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During a time of need, truckers
are known to show up in a big way.

FEMA contracted trucks are staged at the Incident Support Base located at
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. These trucks were taking relief effort items to
the victims of Hurricane Irma. (Photo by DLA Distribution Public Affairs)

Relief efforts and
the trucking industry
After a major natural disaster has devastated a community
or even an entire region, affected areas immediately go into
rebuild mode. During a time of need, truckers are known to
be willing to show up in a big way.
Unfortunately, truck drivers cannot just show up with
a bunch of needed supplies. Disaster zones are already
tumultuous, so someone needs to coordinate help coming
that way. That job goes to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.
Every time a natural disaster strikes, one thing is almost
guaranteed: Truckers start asking how they can help. By
that time, it is too late. Hauling FEMA loads requires
obtaining credentials, and the process takes more than a
few days. Getting those credentials now, ahead of time,
allows a trucker to give assistance when needed.
Truckers interested in hauling FEMA loads need to apply
for the agency’s Industry Liaison Program. According
to FEMA’s website, the program “establishes strategic
relationships with suppliers and stakeholders; serves as an
information provider for suppliers seeking to do business
with FEMA; and connects suppliers with program offices
in support of FEMA’s mission.”
Before getting started, FEMA encourages interested
parties to check in with their local Association of
Procurement Technical Assistance Center. These centers
provide assistance for those seeking government contracts.
Do a little homework by visiting APTAC-US.org.
According to a FEMA spokesperson, the agency uses
a Standard Tender of Service for commodity moves that
MAY 2019

gives it access to all modes of transportation. As part of
the STOS, transportation service providers register with
FEMA, which includes a signed transportation service
provider agreement, a certification statement, proof of
cargo insurance, and registration in the System for Award
Management.
Trucking companies are further requested to submit
state-to-state rates entered into FEMA’s Logistics Supply
Chain Management System. When a truck movement
requirement is received, LSCMS will list the carriers in
accordance with the rates on file between origination and
destination. A FEMA transportation manager will review
the rates and past performance and contact the carrier
directly to determine if they can complete the mission. The
transportation manager will continue this process until a
carrier is found to meet the requirement.
If time does not allow FEMA to use the above process,
such as during a disaster response, it can solicit a spot-bid
directly from a known group of carriers with whom FEMA
has established relationships. Spot-bids are solicited and
awarded expeditiously, usually during nonbusiness hours.
There are few special requirements for drivers other
than normal CDL licensing. There are circumstances
when drivers may be asked to pick up or deliver to a
military facility, where entrance may be predicated upon a
background check. Movement in and around port facilities
requires a Transportation Workers Identification Credential.
FEMA usually notifies its transportation service providers
if a movement has any special requirement.
It’s quite a process, but when your nation calls on its
people to help relief efforts and you are on the list, it can be
rewarding both personally and professionally. LL
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TRUCKING HISTORY

A big carrier with
a colorful history
goes bust
The 101-year-old NEMF has
been linked to Jimmy Hoffa,
a Supreme Court justice,
and the Beatles.
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

N
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New England Motor Freight, a 101-year-old trucking company based in New Jersey, filed for
bankruptcy in February.

authority – the right to pick up, deliver
and haul in specified areas.
Unlike its competitors, Eastern
drivers peddled most local freight in
its core New York City area not from
straight trucks but from 40- and 45foot trailers. It was a tough way to do
things, but they were good at it.
An aggressive Eastern Freightways
grew quickly, and in one spectacular
burst nearly became one of the largest
carriers in the U.S. That was in 1975,
when the Shevells attempted to take
over Associated Transport, an LTL
many times its size. Unwieldy and
inefficient, Associated Transport
had its headquarters in midtown
Manhattan on pricey Madison Avenue
– not a sign of frugal management.
The spectacular burst proved fatal.
The merger resulted in the collapse
of both companies. Dan Shevell
shot himself to death during the
debacle. The family was still sensitive
about the subject, refusing to even
acknowledge it when I proposed a
profile of the company for Heavy
Duty Trucking magazine 25 years
later. The profile never happened.
In any case, Mike Shevell carried

on, buying NEMF from Farmland
Dairies in 1977. NEMF had 55 units,
four terminals, and a contract with the
Teamsters at the time. Under Mike
Shevell’s leadership, NEMF began to
grow. It continued to grow even after
deregulation three years later in 1980.
That’s the year other Teamster LTLs
began to die as nonunion truckloads
sprang up everywhere. First the
old-time LTLs lost what truckload
business they had. Then they lost their
large LTL shipments.
In the years that followed, Teamster
LTLs failed one after the other.
Meanwhile, nonunion LTLs grew. So
did unionized NEMF.
It wasn’t impossible for a union LTL
to grow then, but it was remarkable.
Maybe it was Mike Shevell’s
business savvy. He served as chairman
of the New Jersey Motor Truck
Association and vice chairman of
the board of directors of New Jersey
Transit. He was a regional director of
the Bank of New York and a member
of the National Defense Executive
Reserve of the U.S. Department of
Transportation. Impressive credentials.
He also dealt with mobsters.
MAY 2019
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ew England Motor Freight, a
New Jersey-based LTL, filed for
bankruptcy in February, just one year
after its 100th anniversary. With 1,550
power units, 40 terminals and 3,700
employees, NEMF, as the company
is known, is the largest carrier to
fail since legendary Consolidated
Freightways died in 2002, putting
15,000 Teamsters out of work.
Over the years, NEMF has been
associated – at least in the press if
not directly – with the likes of Jimmy
Hoffa, a Supreme Court Justice, and
the Beatles.
That’s a lot of name-dropping for a
North Jersey trucking company.
NEMF began in 1918, hauling
products for Nabisco bakeries, or so
goes the unverified history. It acquired
the name New England Motor Freight
around the time it was bought by
Farmland Dairies of Bergen County,
N.J. Farmland sold the carrier in
1977 to Myron Shevell, a New Jersey
trucking executive known as Mike.
Mike is still around at 83.
Before taking over NEMF, Mike
Shevell and his younger brother,
Dan, operated an LTL outfit called
Eastern Freightways. During the late
1960s and early 1970s, Eastern began
buying out other LTLs. These days,
one carrier acquires another for its
customer list and more often for its
drivers. In those regulated days before
1980, it was usually for operating

They included Anthony “Tony Pro”
Provenzano, widely believed to have
ordered the hit on Teamster legend
Jimmy Hoffa in 1975. Hoffa’s body
was never found.
During the 1980s, as NEMF
was growing, the U.S. Justice
Department was investigating the
Teamsters Union. The U.S. Attorney
for the District of New Jersey was
specifically after notorious Local 560,
run for years by Provenzano and his
brothers.
According to court documents filed
by the New Jersey federal prosecutor,
“throughout the period between late
1975 and mid-1986 Myron Shevell,
on behalf of NEMF, cultivated a
corrupt relationship with certain
officials of Local 560, including
Anthony Provenzano, Stephen
Andretta, Henry Slyboom, Daniel
Rubino and Peter Granello, as a result
of which NEMF obtained sweetheart

He also dealt with mobsters. They included Anthony
“Tony Pro” Provenzano, widely believed to have
ordered the hit on Teamster legend Jimmy Hoffa in
1975. Hoffa’s body was never found.
benefits from Local 560.” According
to the filing, Local 560 officials
conspired with Shevell to “sabotage
grievances” against NEMF.
That’s one way to make union
problems go away.
The U.S. prosecutor who brought
those charges was Samuel Alito, now
a conservative justice on the U.S.
Supreme Court.
Alito’s charges never went to trial,
so Mike Shevell does not have a
criminal record. The Teamsters Union
was essentially taken over by the U.S.
government in 1989. No criminal
behavior on the part of Shevell or
NEMF has been reported since then.

This plan
has
Year-Round
Enrollment

In 1994, Mike Shevell launched a
truckload operation and in a surge of
nostalgia named it after the family’s
first company, Eastern Freightways.
The new Eastern Freightways used the
same logo and colors of the original.
Eastern also has shut down as part of
the NEMF bankruptcy.
Oh yes. The Beatles connection.
Mike Shevell’s daughter, Nancy,
was a vice president of NEMF.
Reportedly worth $200 million,
she played a major part in running
the company. In 2011, Nancy
Shevell married former Beatle
Paul McCartney. Ringo was at the
wedding. LL

ACA-Compliant Minimum
Essential Coverage for
Self-Employed Individuals
OOIDA offers a Minimum Essential Coverage plan available
for self-employed individuals that gives access to important
medical screenings, vaccines, counseling and more to help
participants stay healthy.

• Guaranteed year-round enrollment
• Available in 48 states
• Covers more than 60 Wellness and Preventative Services
• Can be group list billed
OOIDA Medical Benefits Group

800-715-9369

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
today for information.

medben@ooida.com www.ooida.com
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SPOTLIGHT

Truck drivers represent MLB
teams by transporting equipment
to spring training destinations.

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor
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eff Failla won’t play a single game for the
Los Angeles Angels this season. However, the
longtime truck driver and baseball fan has
¿OOHGDFULWLFDOUROHIRUWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQWKHSDVW
several years. Failla, as well as numerous other
truck drivers across the nation, were tasked with
hauling the equipment of Major League Baseball
teams from the team headquarters to their spring
WUDLQLQJGHVWLQDWLRQVLQ$UL]RQDRU)ORULGD
“I have been an Angels fan for over 20 years,
and have worked for Old Dominion Freight Line
for 23 years now,” said Failla, who works for
Old Dominion out of Anaheim, Calif. “This is
P\¿IWK\HDUPRYLQJWKH$QJHOV¶HTXLSPHQWWR
spring training with Old Dominion, and I loved
every minute of representing my company while
showing my favorite team the premium service
WKDWZHRIIHU7KHPLOHVWR7HPSH$UL]ZHUH
the highlight of my year.”

Hundreds of Angels fans took part in Moving Day festivities on Jan. 26 at Angel
Stadium. The truck driver, Jeff Failla, said the 366-mile trip to Arizona is the
highlight of his work year.
Below: A tractor-trailer for Old Dominion parks Jan. 26 outside of Angel Stadium on
before it departs for Tempe, Ariz.
.

All photos courtesy of Old
Dominion Freight Line
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Each January and February, “Moving Day”
signals the return of America’s pastime.
Before the trucks hit the road, many teams
host special sendoff events with fans, players,
coaches, mascots and former players to
FHOHEUDWHWKHXQRI¿FLDOVWDUWWRWKHEDVHEDOO
season.
+XQGUHGVRI$QJHOVIDQVÀRFNHGWR
Angel Stadium in Anaheim on Jan. 26 to
participate in games and other activities and
to receive autographs from such players as
Noe Ramirez, Keynan Middleton and David
Fletcher before watching Failla depart east
for Tempe.

A specially wrapped trailer sits outside Guaranteed Rate Field in Chicago before it leaves on a
1,700-mile trip to Glendale, Ariz.

q7KLVLVP\ÞIWK\HDUPRYLQJ
WKH$QJHOVpHTXLSPHQWWR
VSULQJWUDLQLQJZLWK2OG
'RPLQLRQDQG,ORYHGHYHU\
PLQXWHRIUHSUHVHQWLQJP\
FRPSDQ\f7KHPLOHV
WR7HPSH$UL]ZHUHWKH
KLJKOLJKWRIP\\HDUr
– Jeff Failla, truck driver for
Old Dominion
Boxes of shoes and other equipment from the Kansas City Royals’ clubhouse at Kauffman
Stadium on Jan. 31 are set to be hauled 1,200 miles for spring training in Surprise, Ariz.

Old Dominion, a motor carrier
headquartered in Thomasville, N.C., also
partners with the Chicago White Sox,
Kansas City Royals, New York Mets and
Philadelphia Phillies for their spring training
sendoffs.
The White Sox held their Moving Day in
conjunction with the team’s annual SoxFest
for fans from Jan. 25-27 at the Hilton
Chicago before the truck left on a 1,700-mile
journey to Glendale, Ariz.
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Below: Mr. and Mrs. Met pose in front of an Old Dominion tractor-trailer before it leaves Citi
Field for Port St. Lucie, Fla.
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BREAKING

IT DOWN
A sampling of what Old Dominion
hauled for the Philadelphia
Phillies to spring training in
Clearwater, Fla.:

10,000 12-ounce

Powerade cups

75 pairs of assorted spike,
plastic and turf shoes

40 heavy jackets
20 coolers and a half-pallet
of Powerade mix

12 sets of golf clubs
6 bikes
1 Phanatic
hot dog launcher
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The Phillie Phanatic, other local mascots, and dozens of fans greet the Old Dominion tractortrailer on Feb. 8 as it leaves Citizens Bank Park for Clearwater, Fla.

Each January and February, “Moving Day”
signals the return of America’s pastime. Before
the trucks hit the road, many teams host special
sendoff events with fans, players, coaches,
mascots and former players to celebrate the
unofficial start to the baseball season.

Two trailers full of players’
equipment and exercise equipment
left Kauffman Stadium in Kansas
City, Mo., on Jan. 31 and headed
1,200 miles to Surprise, Ariz.
Mr. and Mrs. Met, and the
Phillie Phanatic got involved in
celebrations in New York and
Philadelphia, respectively.
On Feb. 4 at the Mets’ Citi
Field, fans got to mingle with
the mascots, pitch in the bullpen,
receive a behind-the-scenes tour
and meet former Mets All-Star and
1969 World Series champion
Ed Kranepool, before
Old Dominion
moved the

team’s equipment more than 1,100
miles to Port St. Lucie, Fla.
A few days later in Philadelphia,
Old Dominion loaded about 2,400
baseballs, 2,000 shirts, 1,200
bats and an assortment of other
equipment onto two trailers. To
add to the festivities, the Phillie
Phanatic and dozens of fans
greeted the truck as it left Citizens
Bank Park and headed about a
1,000 miles to Clearwater, Fla.
Thanks to truckers like Failla,
the equipment made it to the
respective spring training
destinations on time, and
exhibition games began
in late February. The
leaguewide opening
day for the MLB regular
season was March 28. LL
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2,400 baseballs
2,000 shirts
1,200 bats
900 pairs of socks
600 pairs of pants
600 batting practice hats
350 pairs of shorts
300 batting gloves
250 batting practice tops
200 fleeces
140 batting helmets
125 leather and elastic belts
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Got your card?
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Get your savings!

Your OOIDA membership
card gives you more
than 90 discounts,
rebates and more.

This card will
pay you back!

Not a member?

Call 816-229-5791 or visit www.ooida.com

OOIDA
MEMBER DISCOUNTS, REBATES & SERVICES
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2019
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Your card.
Your savings.
Your OOIDA membership card
gives you more than 90 discounts,
rebates and more.
NEW
DISCOUNT
Ryder Used Vehicle Sales offers OOIDA members
discounted pricing, extended warranty and best-in-class
preventive maintenance on pre-owned tractors, trucks,
vans and trailers. Ryder separates their used vehicles into
three distinct classes from top-quality to ﬁxer-upper to
make ﬁnding the right vehicle easy.

$35
TheBigRigMattress.com offers OOIDA members a
$35 discount on high-quality truck mattresses. The
mattresses feature individually pocketed springs,
ensuring comfort and durability on the road.

2500
MILES
My Miles Matter by Shell Rotella offers OOIDA members
2,500 Bonus Reward Miles when you purchase heavy
duty diesel engine oil and join MyMilesMatter by June 30,
2019. Redeem miles for OOIDA membership or select
a gift card or Shell branded merchandise through the
Reward Catalog.

25%

Cobra Electronics offers OOIDA members 25% off
CBs, portable power and dash cams. Cobra has been
developing electronic products for professional drivers for
over 50 years.

$$$
4 State Trucks offers OOIDA members special pricing
on all new parts. A 12-month Road Boss membership
is now available to members for free and includes free
parcel shipping, cash back on every purchase, 33% off
all Chrome Shop Maﬁa logo merchandise and more.

FREE
PrePass offers OOIDA members a monthly rate of
$14.90 per truck, plus a free trial. The automatic vehicle
identiﬁcation system enables participating transponderequipped commercial vehicles to be prescreened at
designated weigh stations and bypass the facility.

FREE
+10%
MembersEdge Load Board from DAT offers OOIDA
members the ﬁrst 30 days free and 10% off for life.
The load board was developed speciﬁcally for OOIDA
members and provides unlimited truckload searching and
truck posting, weather and road conditions, truck stop and
regulatory directories, and more.
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Not a member yet?
Call us! 816-229-5791
or visit www.ooida.com
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Parts & Equipment

Blue Tiger
Cobra Electronics
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
MaTrack
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System Technologies
Xantrex

4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
CabComfortDirect
Centramatic
CSTK (Thermo King)
Dipetane
Donvel
Dura-Lite
Flitz International
Hot Shot’s Secret
LKQ Heavy Truck
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
Raney’s Truck Parts
RigMaster
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog USA

Fuel
Truckers Advantage

Other Discounts
American Hearing Beneﬁts
American Truck
Historical Society

Tires

Services
Clean Slate Tax
DakotaPost
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
Interstate Sleep Apnea
Solutions
MyMilesMatter
National Truck Protection
Open Road Drivers Plan
Phoenix Sleep Solutions
PrePass
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers
Tax Defense Network
Tax Help MD
Taxation Solutions
Team CME
Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions

Bauer Built
Michelin
Octagon
Purcell Tire & Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental

Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car Rental

Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Truckerdox
Truckers Helper

Compliance Connection – a digital personal assistant, of
sorts – is a user-friendly online system that is available 24/7
to help members stay in compliance. The system allows
quick and easy access to:
• Driver qualiﬁcation ﬁles
• Equipment repair and maintenance ﬁles
• Drug and alcohol testing information
• Accident register
• Expiration dates on medical certiﬁcates, Motor Vehicle
Report and CDLs
• Annual inspection certiﬁcates, roadside inspection
reports and Driver-Vehicle Inspection Reports
• Leases, contracts, permits, and training certiﬁcations
• Mileage maintenance costs and cost-per-mile
• And more…

7KHSURJUDPDOVRVHQGVUHPLQGHUQRWL¿FDWLRQVIRUXSFRPLQJ
expirations. Call 816-229-5791 and ask for Compliance
Connection to get more information. LL

4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic

Truck & Trailer

Dart Transit Co.

American Trailer & Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International

Expediter Services
Hot Shot’s Secret
Mission Financial
Services
Raney’s Truck Parts

International Used Truck Centers

Wish you had your
own personal assistant?
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TruckerSphere

Kenworth
Peterbilt
Ryder Used Vehicle Sales
SelecTrucks
Western Star

SAFE DRIVING
Award Recipients
MEMBER

YEARS

Charles J. Lowitz .................... 8
Matthew Stephens ................. 8
Billy J. Haarhues .................. 10
Samuel G. Robbins .............. 11
Garﬁeld Harper Jr. ................ 14
Thomas Lynn ....................... 14
Mark Miller ............................ 14
Sharon Kathleen Rogers ...... 15
Frank S. Nathanson ............. 16
Bill E. Ater Jr. ........................ 18
James Scott Farley .............. 19
Gabriel Michael .................... 19
Leonard “Leo” Johnson ....... 20
David W. Carr ....................... 22
Mark Andrew Donaldson ..... 22
William Lewis Pugh .............. 22
Charles E. Winborn III .......... 26
Kevin Kocmich ..................... 28
Dennis Lee Johnson ............ 37
Keith Jibben ......................... 38
Gerald “Jerry” Northam ........ 43
William Newlin ...................... 47
Lonnie L. Byers .................... 49

SPONSORED BY

SUPPORTERS

Electronics

Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

Corporate Supporters

SILVER LEVEL

Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Azigo Online Mall
Boot Barn
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Ofﬁce Depot & OfﬁceMax
Pet First
Sprint

Aerodynamic
Equipment

OOIDA
GOLD LEVEL

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the Membership
Department at 816-229-5791 for details on discounts.

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
CAG Truck Capital
Capital Solutions, Inc.
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Inter Americas
Insurance Corp.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Help MD
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Refrigeration, Inc.
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co., Inc.
X Factors
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Listen anytime, anywhere,
on any device.
Get the in-depth information you’ve
come to rely on at LandLineNow.com
or on your favorite podcast app.
Of course you can always tune in daily
at 7pm EST, and 4pm PT on Sirius XM
Channel 146.

Call an advertising representative at 816-229-5791 to
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New footwear?

Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one of the best
alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for both owner-operators and fleets.
Our program offers protection against work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May 2021.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)

OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May 2021!!

• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred due to an
occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of travel assistance
services, discount prescription plan, and identity theft resolution services.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at  for
more information and a quote on
this or other medical benefits available.
MAY 2019
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The Land Line crew brings you the news, highlights
and need-to-know info from the 2019 Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky.

Members sound off about trucking
issues during OOIDA Town Hall
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association
members and representatives of the
Association’s leadership team met
face-to-face before the start of the
Mid-America Trucking Show for a
dialogue about the biggest issues facing
drivers on the road.
Hours of service, a possible underride
guard mandate, truck parking, speed
limiters, and potential increases in the
federal fuel tax and in insurance
minimums were all on the members’
minds, as well as the Association’s
radar.
“We want to hear what’s important to
you, and what issues we need to pay
OOIDA life member and West Virginia lawmaker Scott Cadle (Photo by Jami Jones)
attention to,” said Mike Matousek,
OOIDA’s manager of government affairs.
“Your feedback is important.”

In his opening remarks, OOIDA President
Todd Spencer said the Association will
continue to support a fuel tax increase as a
means to increase transportation funding.
“OOIDA supports an increase in the
federal fuel tax,” Spencer said, noting that
those revenues could go to bolster
transportation spending at the state level.
“If there isn’t a funding mechanism
available to the states from the federal
level, then the states start doing their own
‘creative’ things. And paying a fuel tax
56 LAND LINE
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Fuel tax, tolling

OOIDA Executive Vice President Lewie Pugh (Photo by Jami Jones)
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“No one has ever done more to fight
back against that crap than OOIDA has.
It makes no sense for every trucker not
to be a member.Ó – OOIDA President Todd Spencer

OOIDA President Todd Spencer (By Greg Grisolano)

OOIDA Manager of Government Affairs Mike Matousek
(Photo by Jami Jones)

Lee Zirbel (Photo by John Bendel)
MAY 2019

makes more sense than tolls.”
On the toll fighting front, Spencer
provided an update on the
Association’s pending lawsuit
against the Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission for its toll increases on
the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Spencer
said the turnpike tolls have
generated in excess of $600 million
in revenue that has been spent on a
variety of projects other than
maintenance and upkeep of the
turnpike. The lawsuit was dismissed
in April, but OOIDA plans to
appeal. (See page 29).
“We believe, and we think that
Pennsylvania believes, we have a
really good case. And if we’re
successful, a lot of that money is
going back to the truckers who paid
it,” he said.
“No one has ever done more to
fight back against that crap than
OOIDA has,” he said. “It makes no
sense for every trucker not to be a
member.”
Spencer said the push for safer
highways is certainly one that
OOIDA and truckers can support.
“We lose more truckers on the
road in crashes than any other
occupation, so highway safety
should be a priority,” he said. “If
we’re going to focus money on
priorities, let’s try to do it where we
get the biggest bang for the buck.”
Matousek said the new Democratcontrolled U.S. House of
Representatives may give truckers
an opportunity to address detention
time. He said the issue is one

OOIDA has found an advocate for
in current Transportation
Committee Chairman Rep. Peter
DeFazio, D-Oregon.
Another issue the Association
hopes to lead the charge on in 2019
is establishing an independent,
third-party arbitration process for
DataQ challenges.
Under the current system, most
states refer a DataQ challenge to the
law enforcement agency that wrote
the initial violation. The agency is
responsible for reviewing the
complaint and issuing a ruling.
Lewie Pugh, OOIDA executive vice
president, says the Association
hopes to push states to adopt a more
independent arbitration model,
pioneered by the state of Arizona.
“Right now, we’re asking the desk
cop if the beat cop is right, and
sometimes, we’re asking the beat
cop if the beat cop is right,” Pugh
said.
Under the Arizona system, a
five-person panel reviews the
evidence when a DataQ challenge
is issued.
“We’re trying to model it where
it’s truly independent and you have
a fair shot at being successful,” he
said.
While hours of service reform is
likely coming, Matousek told a
member who asked about additional
ELD exemptions for small fleets
and owner-operators that the issue
is unlikely to move forward in the
new Congress. LL
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Trio of OOIDA life members
named 2019 Citizen Driver honorees
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – The TA & Petro
Citizen Driver award is TravelCenters
of America’s way of recognizing the
hard work, safety and commitment of
professional truckers.
“Their impact on American
life is largely unknown and
underappreciated,” said Rodney
Bresnahan, executive vice president
of retail operations for TravelCenters

– Rodney Bresnahan,
executive vice president of retail
operations for TravelCenters of America

of America, operators of TA and
Petro travel centers, and master of
ceremonies for this year’s awards
banquet on March 29 at the MidAmerica Trucking Show. “These
drivers dedicate their lives to
their careers. Their sacrifice and
commitment … allows Americans to
live comfortably.”
Steen Gronlund, an OOIDA life
member from Longmont, Colo., and
Kenn and Beth Zelten, a husband-wife
team and OOIDA life members from
Menominee, Mich., were selected as
the 2019 Citizen Driver honorees.
Gronlund, who works for Mile Hi
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OOIDA life members Kenn and Beth Zelten, as well as OOIDA life member Steen Gronlund, were
honored with TA & Petro Citizen Driver awards during a ceremony at MATS on March 29. (Photo by Greg
Grisolano)

Foods in Colorado, has been driving
for 49 years and has accumulated
more than 5 million accident-free
miles. The Zeltens, who work for
Landstar, have been driving team
together for 30 years and have more
than 1.9 million accident-free miles.
The field of 10 finalists boasted
388 years of combined trucking
experience and more than 36 million
accident-free miles. Todd Spencer,
OOIDA president and CEO, is one of
the seven-member panel of industry
professionals who helps determine
the winners.
The program launched in 2013 to
honor hardworking, professional
truckers. The award places a premium
on being positive role models within
their communities. Now in its sixth
year, the Citizen Driver program

seeks to exemplify the good in the
trucking industry by honoring drivers
with exemplary records of safety,
leadership and public service.
Honorees get the TA or Petro of
their choice renamed in their honor,
complete with a full unveiling
ceremony and celebration for their
families and friends. A plaque
recounting their stories and service is
displayed in each facility.
Gronlund has chosen the Petro in
Laramie, Wyo., while the Zeltens
have chosen the TA Chicago North
for their site.
The three-member class of 2019
brings the total number of honorees to
34. Nominations for the 2020 Citizen
Driver awards are expected to begin
in June. LL
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“These drivers dedicate
their lives to their
careers. Their sacrifice
and commitment …
allows Americans to live
comfortably.”
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Highway Hero says his brave deed is
‘what we do on the road’

By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Even though a friend had
encouraged him to write a short speech just in case he
ended up winning, Paul Mathias says hearing his name
called as the 36th Goodyear Highway Hero award
winner still caught him off guard.
“I was not expecting it,” he said. “I thought Darrell
(Atkins) was going to win it.”
Mathias was so sure one of his fellow drivers was
going to win, he didn’t even bring his phone with him
when all three finalists went to the dais at the Crown
Plaza Airport Hotel on March 28 for the announcement.
The speech was saved on his phone, so Mathias
improvised, paying tribute to his parents, his time in the

“Hopefully this is a wake-up call to
a lot of people, to stop and help.
There is good in this world, and
that’s what we’re here for. To help
each other out.”
– Paul Mathias, Goodyear Highway Hero winner

military, and to his fellow honorees.
“I dedicate this to my parents, for the way they raised
me, and to the military, for making me strong,” he said
before pointing toward his son Gered, who was in the
audience. “This shows my son what we do out on the
road.”
What Mathias did to be named a Highway Hero was
render first aid and CPR to two children who were
seriously injured in a car crash in his hometown of
Phoenix. He had just stopped his truck at a red light
when he saw a vehicle slam into an SUV that contained
a mother and her two children. He instructed the mother
to perform CPR on her son and comforted the daughter
as she passed away from her injuries. Mathias then
returned to the boy and proceeded to administer CPR to
him until emergency crews arrived and took over. The
boy survived.
His son, Gered, said he was proud of his father.
“He lives by some pretty strong morals and values,” he
said. “To see him appreciated for that is really nice.”
MAY 2019

Truck driver Paul Mathias talks with the media after being named the 36th
Goodyear Highway Hero during a ceremony on March 28. (Photo by John Bendel)

Mathias also acknowledged his fellow finalists, in his speech,
saying, “It’s gentlemen like this that make me proud to be a truck
driver.”
“Hopefully this is a wake-up call to a lot of people, to stop and
help,” he said. “There is good in this world, and that’s what we’re
here for. To help each other out.”
In addition to Mathias, Atkins from Alvaredo, Texas, and Don
Frederick from Kimbolton, Ohio, were also finalists. The award
is presented annually during the Mid-America Trucking Show.
Atkins was driving on an Arizona interstate when he witnessed
a vehicle containing an elderly couple get struck from behind, flip
over and come to a stop on a grassy median. Atkins worked with
a bystander to extract the driver, who was hanging upside down
by her seatbelt. Even as gasoline began to leak, Atkins continued
to remove her husband and the couple’s three dogs from the car
and remained with them until emergency crews arrived.
Frederick was driving along a state highway in Ohio when he
witnessed a coal truck flip onto its side while making a turn. He
removed the damaged truck’s back window, reached into the
vehicle and applied direct pressure to the wounded driver, who
was bleeding heavily and trapped by the truck’s steering wheel.
As the truck began to emit smoke, Frederick freed the driver’s
legs and worked with a bystander to help the driver exit the
truck. He continued to render first aid until the emergency crews
arrived.
Established in 1983, the Goodyear Highway Hero Award
recognizes truck drivers who put themselves in harm’s way to
help others on the road. The winner is selected by an independent
panel of trucking trade media. Winners receive a cash reward, a
trophy and a commemorative ring. LL
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Best of the best

OOIDA members stand out at PKY Truck Beauty Pageant.

Hollen

By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

N

othing says “truck show” quite like a lot full
of freshly washed, waxed and polished show
trucks.
The highlight for many attendees at the MidAmerica Trucking Show is the Paul K. Young Truck
Beauty Contest, with hundreds of gorgeous rigs
staking out prime pavement space on the backlot of
the Kentucky Exposition Center. The show is named
in honor of the man who founded MATS.
The trucks are on display throughout the show, but
the trophy presentation was Saturday, March 30, in
Room B101 at the convention center.
The best of show award winner for People’s
Choice went to Mark Hollen, an OOIDA associate
member from Denver, Pa., with “She Gives Me The
Blues,” a radiant, two-tone 2014 Kenworth W900L.
Hollen’s bobtail Kenworth also cruised home with
awards in the Limited Mileage Bobtail With No
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Miles category, and garnered one of the Top Three
Kenworth awards.
OOIDA members Eric Turner Sr. of Ellenwood,
Ga., and Kaleb Hammett of Dodd City, Texas,
continued their winning ways, picking up best of
show honors for Working Combo and Working
Bobtail, respectively.
Turner’s 2015 Peterbilt 389 and chromed-out
2018 Wally-Mo 8-car hauler, dubbed “Showtime,”
also won best of show honors at Shell Rotella’s
SuperRigs last year. Hammett’s 2017 Peterbilt 389,
“Ya’Savvy,” took home a Working Truck – Limited
Mileage award at SuperRigs as well.
Rodney Miller, an OOIDA senior member from
Millersburg, Ohio, was the 2019 recipient of the Jake
Eilen Pride in Your Ride Award, presented every
year by the Eilen family in memory of Jake, who
died in a car crash in 2008. Miller’s truck, “Blood
Sweat and 031 Tears,” is a 2018 Peterbilt 389 pulling
a 2019 Great Dane Everest SS trailer.
MAY 2019
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Mark Hollen, an OOIDA
associate member, won
the People’s Choice
award.

Turner
Hundreds of gorgeous
rigs competed in the
annual event.

Hammett

OOIDA member Eric
Turner Sr. won best of
show for Working Combo.

Cousins
OOIDA member Kaleb
Hammett earned best of
show for Working Bobtail.

Shipman

K.C. Cousins took
home the award
for Limited Mileage
Bobtail with Miles.

Dustin Shipman won in the
Limited Mileage Combo category.
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Martin
Other best of show
winners include:
Limited Mileage Bobtail With
Miles – “Citrus Mistress,” a 2017
Kenworth W900L, driven by K.C.
Cousins, with Fleenor Brothers of
Carthage, Mo.

Durrell Martin earned the win in Limited Mileage
Bobtail with No Miles. (Photo courtesy of PKY)

Limited Mileage Bobtail With No
Miles – “Big Red” a 2013 Peterbilt
389 driven by Durrell M. Martin, with
Cedar Ridge Transport LLC, New
Holland, Pa.

Limited Mileage Combo – “Never
Satisfied,” a 2008 Kenworth W900L
pulling a 2019 Etnyre Low Boy trailer,
driven by Dustin Shipman, with J&L
Contracting LLC, Sparta, Mo. LL

FACES of MATS

Member Lloyd Hall of Aumsville, Ore., said
MATS 2019 was his “first truck show ever.”
(Photo by Greg Grisolano)
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OOIDA life members Gerald and Nora Cutlip, of
Cleveland, W. Va. (Photo by Greg Grisolano)

Senior member Shanen Beckman of Vesper,
Wis., stopped by the Spirit of the American
Trucker tour trailer on March 30. (Photo by
Greg Grisolano)

Senior member Larry Van Dame and his wife,
member Sheryl Van Dame, of Williamsport, Ind.
(Photo by Greg Grisolano)

Robert Martin, an OOIDA member from Lindale, Texas,
goes by the handle “Bullet Hole.” (Photo by John Bendel)
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Ruben Carrion, a member from Kissimmee,
Fla., models the latest in trucker T-shirt fashion.
Ruben says he traveled to D.C. for the “10-4
protest” in 2017. (Photo by Greg Grisolano)

Shell Rotella donates to OOIDA
scholarship fund, safe driving award
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

Shell Rotella presented a pair of checks to
OOIDA – $10,000 dollars for the OOIDA Mary
Johnston Scholarship Fund and $5,000 for the
OOIDA Safe Driving Award.
Dave Waterman, North American
marketing manager for Shell Rotella,
made the presentation to OOIDA staff and
board members. Shell and OOIDA have a
longstanding relationship, one Waterman says
has always been important to the company.
“(OOIDA) has the ear of drivers and the
owner-operators in particular,” Waterman said
in an interview with Land Line Now’s Terry
Scruton. “And we just need to get out there and
let (drivers) know that we appreciate what they
do.” LL

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association accepted a pair of checks from Shell
Rotella for the OOIDA Mary Johnston Scholarship Fund and for the OOIDA Safe Driving Award.
(Photo by Jami Jones)

TravelCenters presents $112,946
to Truckers Against Trafficking
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

TravelCenters of America, in partnership with High Noon Sales,
raised $112,946 in sales of merchandise with the Truckers Against
Trafficking logo on it during National Slavery and Human
Trafficking Prevention Month. They presented a check for those
funds to TAT at a ceremony on Friday at MATS. Helen Van Dam,
Freedom Drivers project director for Truckers Against Trafficking,
accepted the ceremonial check on behalf of the group.
In her remarks, Van Dam said truckers and the trucking industry
are important players in the fight to end trafficking.
“Drivers have made over 2,200 calls into the National Human
Trafficking Hotline number, which has led to the identification of
over 1,100 individual victims,” she said. “That’s so impressive.
So it’s really demonstrating that not only is this a reality of what’s
happening out there but it’s also a demonstration of the powerful
impact that the trucking industry can have when trained and
equipped to do something about it.”
TravelCenters of America operates TA & Petro travel centers.
They have partnered with TAT since 2011. LL
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Helen Van Dam, Freedom Drivers project director for Truckers
Against Trafficking, accepted a $112,946 check from TravelCenters
of America on behalf of the group. (Photo by Greg Grisolano)

LAND LINE 63

GIZMOS AND GEARS

Credit card skimming will
force changes at the pump
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

C

redit card skimming at fuel pumps is a big deal –
bigger than most people realize. That’s probably
because most news stories about it are only
reported in local media. Put those local stories together,
though, and a bigger picture emerges.
Skimmers are illegal electronic devices that capture
your credit card information when you insert it into an
ATM or gas pump card reader. Fuel pumps are by far
the most common place to find them. Crooks place them
surreptitiously and use the information they collect to
clone your card. They use that card to buy stuff and get
cash advances.
According to local media reports, credit card skimmers
have recently been found in such far-flung places as
Edmond, Okla.; Mount Sterling, Ky.; Loudoun County,
Va.; Prospect Park, Pa.; Lamar, Mo.; and Coso Junction,
Calif. Gas pump skimmers found in West Des Moines,
Iowa, led police to dozens more in Iowa and Nebraska.
In March, The Associated Press reported “skimming
operations across the West.” By all accounts, skimming is
a $16 billion business in the U.S. and growing.
While skimming rarely makes the news in big-city
markets, the Houston Chronicle called Houston, the fourth
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largest city in the nation with a population of 2.3 million,
a “hotbed” of credit card skimming.
Florida may be the epicenter of credit card skimming.
The Sunshine State reportedly has among the highest
incidence of fraud in the union – credit card skimming
included. CSP, a publication for convenience store
operators, reported that in the last few years, state
authorities found 2,400 skimmers during an inspection of
464,000 gas pumps at 19,000 gas stations, truck stops and
marinas.
In fact, Florida lawmakers are considering a bill that
would establish the Consumer Fraud, Identity Theft, and
Skimmer Working Group. The group would assess the
problem and report to the governor – not the strongest
action, but better than nothing.
The feds have an eye on the skimming problem. In
November, the U.S. Secret Service launched Operation
Deep Impact. In a news release, the federal agency
said it was a “nationwide initiative to find and remove
credit card skimming devices installed on fueling station
pumps.”
Initially, according to the release, more than 400 gas
stations in 16 states had been searched, and nearly 200
skimmers were recovered from pumps. While skimming
isn’t a critical priority for the agency charged with
MAY 2019
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Skimming is reported to be a $16 billion
business in the United States.

In November, the U.S. Secret Service launched
Operation Deep Impact. The federal agency
said it was a “nationwide initiative to find and
remove credit card skimming devices installed
on fueling station pumps.”
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protecting the president and other top national officials, the
Secret Service recovers from 20 to 30 skimmers a week.
Those skimmers average information from about 80 cards
each.
Skimming is considered credit card fraud and is therefore
a federal crime carrying fat fines and long prison sentences.
If you’re going to get caught skimming, you should hope
it’s by the local cops or county sheriff.
You’re more likely to encounter skimming at a gas station
than a truck stop, and then at stations where bad guys can
avoid being seen, most likely at pumps farthest from the

office or store. A thief has to open the front panel, maybe
with a portable drill or even a key. Keys can be found on
the internet or even bought from an underpaid, criminallyinclined clerk. Crude thieves simply pry panels open. An
experienced thief can install the skimmer in as little as two
minutes.
In the early days, a skimmer stored credit card
information until it was retrieved. These days, skimming
devices transmit data via Bluetooth to a receiver within 30
feet. A thief with a receiver can be gassing up at the next
pump looking totally innocent while downloading your
information.
How do truck stops deal with the skimming challenge? I
contacted TA & Petro, Pilot Flying J, Love’s, and Natso (an
association for truck stop operators) to find out. Only TA &
Petro responded.
“We have mandatory inspections of the exterior and
inside of the pumps for signs of tampering,” TA & Petro
Continued on Page 66
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From Page 65

By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

Skimming may remain a problem – though a
much smaller one – for a while, even after chip
card readers are installed. Criminal techies
have come up with a way to extract data from
chip cards.
It’s called shimming, which refers to a paperthin, card-size shim that can be inserted into
a chip card reader slot in seconds. It cannot
clone your chip card, but it can come up with
enough data to create a magnetic strip card.
Security people says a shimmer magnetic
strip clone can only be used where magnetic
strip cards are still accepted – think gas
stations – and only as long as credit cards still
have magnetic strips. Credit card companies
want magnetic strips gone, and eventually they
will be.
Experts also say shimmers, which first
showed up in Mexico in 2015, are extremely
rare. Somehow, that’s not reassuring. They
also told us no one could defeat the credit card
chip.
Rare? Maybe now, but I found shimmers for
sale on the open web – not the dark web – for
sale at $1,100 each. The seller in Hong Kong
claims you can use one to make “an exact
copy” of a chip card.
Fraud? Probably. But how can you be sure?
Turns out that’s the question with all point-ofsale technology. LL
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Chip cards won’t
fix everything

spokesman Tom Liutkus said in an email.
A program called We Care “teaches operators what to look
for in the way of attached foreign devices on wires or circuit
boards that indicate someone has attached a device,” he
explained.
“It also uses a seal over the card reader box so you can tell if
the box has been opened and tampered with. The seal changes
color and adds messages that indicate something is wrong if it
has been tampered with.”
According to Liutkus, the skimming threat at TA & Petro
may be an issue at gas pumps but not for diesel.
“It is not an issue ... Our pumps do not accept bank payment
cards on the diesel side. If a driver uses a bank card, they must
come inside the building and go to the fuel counter,” he said.
“We are currently testing bank payment cards at the diesel
island, but thus far this is limited to a handful of sites, and We
Care is in place there. If we expand this, the program would
be applied to all sites with that payment capability. I have not
heard of any instances yet where a diesel fuel card, say Fuel
Man or Comdata, has been skimmed. But criminal technology
is getting more sophisticated every day.”
The We Care program has been in place since 2011, Liutkus
said.
So what should you do to protect yourself?
At the pump, experts say you should look for signs of a
skimmer at the pump. The front panel is hinged on one side.
Check the other side to see that it is sealed with security tape.
They also recommend wiggling the card reader itself. If it’s
loose, let the station manager or attendant know when you pay
inside.
In fact, if you use a bank credit card or debit card you should
always pay inside, at least until gas pumps are brought up to
date with the rest of the retail world where card swiping has
given way to card dipping.
Dipping refers to chip cards you insert into readers rather
than swipe. Swipe readers read your information off the
magnetic strip on the back of the card as you would read
a newspaper. That data is not encrypted. The exchange of
information between a card chip and chip reader is. Imagine
trying to read a newspaper printed in code. You can’t do it
without the key.
Encryption also applies to wireless mobile payments made
from smartphones. Not many stations are equipped for that
now, but most will be eventually.
Gas pumps were originally supposed to be ready for chip
cards in 2017, but the credit card companies pushed the date
back to 2020. Many stations are resisting the change because
of the cost. Chip readers cost between $500 and $1,000 each.
Upgrading a pump to accept mobile payment costs roughly
$50.
It may or may not come in 2020, but change is coming to
gas pumps for certain. Skimming is forcing the issue. LL
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Experts recommend wiggling the card reader to look for signs of a skimmer
at the pump.

Photos courtesy of NACS www.convenience.org/skimming

Those who use a bank credit card or debit card should pay inside.

Check to see if the card reader is sealed with security tape.

A trucker for 10 years and trucking journalist
for more than 15 years, John Bendel’s biggest
inspiration still comes from his readers.
For his series in Land Line, he wants to know
what kind of technology has become part of your
job. Love it, hate it, how does it work for you?
Email John at John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
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OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499

GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, Next to Pilot Travel Center
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Flat Liner receives a
miraculous makeover
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Old school heartbeat stripe design plays into the Flat Liner name.

Classic vintage styling, not overdone or highly accessorized.

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

So, what do y’all do when you want a newer, fresher
truck but don’t want to pay the new truck price of
$160,000 or more?
You guessed it. Do a custom build on the truck you
already have. This rig started out as a standard red
Peterbilt 379 extended hood with a standup sleeper.
But what you see today is the product of several
creative minds who worked together and created
an old-school look and a name that fits the truck’s
lifestyle.
Mason McCain, a 28-year-old trucker and owner of
McCain Transport LLC out of Camden, Ind., started
driving back in 2008 at the age of 18. He is a firstgeneration truck driver, and it wasn’t in his plans to
get into the trucking business.
During Mason’s senior year of high school he was
working for his girlfriend Victoria’s father, Brian
Henderson, on his farm, and he needed someone to
haul grain to the elevator. Brian’s trucks were all
commercially plated and required Mason to obtain his
CDL to be insurable and legal. So what began as a
temporary job brought Mason to the love that he has
for trucking today.
Now, let’s talk about the truck. It is a 2003 Peterbilt
379 flat top, which Mason purchased back in 2012.
With the classic stripe design, some may recall the
retro look as it was called “Heartbeat” from back in
the 1980s. It was actually a paint option available from
Peterbilt.
The truck sports a C-15 CAT under the hood with
an 18-speed Eaton Fuller transmission. The wheelbase
remains 272 inches – same as it came from the
factory – and has 3:55 gears. Paint work was done by
Davis Bros., out of Owensville, Ind., and Darin Bean
pinstriped and hand-lettered the truck for Mason. The
truck is equipped with an 18-inch Valley Chrome
bumper, Hogebuilt fenders, painted fuel tanks and
Kenworth 900-syle grille bars. The stainless bow-tie
sun visor, the OEM style mufflers, heat shields and
stacks – along with the absence of any cab-sleeper
panels – really lend to the ’80s look and vintage
theme.

You gotta love the red glitter steering wheel!
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What you see today is the product of
several creative minds who worked
together and created an old-school look
and a name that fits the truck’s lifestyle.

Stainless half fenders, stainless frame cover and a polished aluminum fifth wheel —
eye popping.

Mason liked his truck even before the makeover. It was
already paid off, so it only made sense to give it a fresh look
versus paying the hefty price tag of a brand new truck.
The restoration project started in April 2017. The truck you
see today was unveiled at the 2018 Mid-America Trucking
Show in Louisville, Ky. It was on display in the 4 State
Trucks outdoor booth at the PKY Memorial Truck Show.
After attending MATS, Mason made his way to the Guilty By
Association Truck Show in Joplin, Mo., and rounded out the
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show season by attending the invite-only Peterbilt show
in Denton, Texas.
Mason hauls pigs with FlatLiner, and pulls a 2019
Eby Bull Ride livestock trailer. He runs pretty much
within his home state of Indiana. Keep your eyes peeled
for this sharp combo if you are passing through the
Hoosier State. Make no mistake, this 379 may look like
a show ride, but it doubles as a work truck everyday
too.
The appealing look of this Pete goes to show you that
the “less is more” theory still holds true. Nicely done,
Mason. LL
Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo.
They have been entrenched in trucking for
three generations and have but one focus:
To serve America’s truckers and assist in
keeping them “looking good and rolling
proud” as they travel the highways.
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TRUCKING ESSENTIALS

Curbing
cargo theft
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

C

argo theft is a billion-dollar
business for thieves and criminal
organizations. But the impact
on American commerce is certainly
no less significant than the impact a
theft can have on a small-business
owner-operator. Loss of equipment,
product and reputation can wipe out
a small carrier or devastate a driver’s
livelihood.
A total of 592 cargo thefts with
an average loss value of $142,342
were reported to the SensiGuard
Supply Chain Intelligence Center,
according to its 2018 annual report
on cargo theft trends nationwide. The
report notes that cargo theft is often
underreported, and those totals are
expected to rise.
The report states that the most
common type of cargo theft event
in the U.S. remains theft of full
truckload, but pilferage – the theft
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of only part of a load – is also on
the rise. Theft of full truckloads
accounted for nearly 75 percent of
theft incidents. The most common
locations where thefts were reported
was from unsecured parking facilities,
accounting for 83 percent of incidents
in the 2018 report. The most common
unsecured parking locations where
thefts were reported were truck stops
(31 percent of reported incidents),
public parking (15 percent) and drop
lots and roadside (8 percent each).
The report notes that the number of
reported cargo thefts declined in 2018,
something Doug Morris, OOIDA’s
director of security operations, says
is attributable to truckload freight
capacity being strong.
“Trucks are rolling. They’re not
sitting still,” he said. “A truck rolling
is not a target.”
One emerging technology field that
may help drivers prevent a theft or
recover stolen equipment is covert

GPS tracking technology. Morris says
GPS locators strategically hidden in
either the cab or the trailer, are an
effective way to deter theft or aid in
the recovery of equipment.
“Trackers are relatively small, really
reliable, and in some cases relatively
inexpensive,” he said.
New players are emerging with
products and services that make the
technology available at a price point
anyone can afford.
One such product is the CarProTec GPS Plus from AMG-Security
Technology. It’s a wireless vehicle
alarm system combined with a GPS
tracker. It debuted in the European
market a decade ago, and now its
maker, German-based AMG, is
bringing it stateside.
The system uses a room volume
sensor to register any change in
a tractor or trailer’s volume and
a motion detector to register all
movements in the trailer’s interior.
The device can be placed in an
inconspicuous area of the cab, such as
the glovebox.
The CarPro-Tec GPS Plus includes
a loud siren alarm, and notifications
are sent via phone call and text
message to the driver and up to two
other individuals. In the case of a
trailer and/or tractor theft attempt, a
gyroscope sensor registers the truck’s
change in position.
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Covert GPS tracking
devices are becoming
a more affordable
solution to help drivers
protect their rigs and
their livelihoods from
cargo thieves.

reasons
not to join

OOIDA
Germany-based AMG-Security Technology is bringing their CarPro-Tec GPS tracker and alarm system
to the North American Market. The unit includes an audible alarm and vibration sensor. Additional
sensors can be purchased to monitor trailer and cargo areas.

CarPro-Tec also comes with
additional sensors that can monitor
everything from windows and doors
on the cab, to the temperature of
the trailer. Installing the device is
easy and does not require additional
cabling or power supply. The unit runs
off a battery pack that can be charged
via USB cable and lasts up to 14 days.
A model with an upgraded battery is
available that promises six weeks of
power.
The system is armed using a
wireless remote control. The alarm
module can be disarmed while driving
with the system working as a full GPS
tracker with entire route recording.
Paul Schnurr, sales manager for
AMG Security Technology, says the
system also comes with an app and an
online web portal to allow the owner
to monitor the device (or multiple
devices if they are purchased for a
fleet), set up a geofence on the GPS
to alert for unauthorized movement,
as well as the route recording. He said
data from the GPS tracker is stored on
a server in Germany and is available
for the customer for up to three
months. Once a customer logs into
the app or web portal and changes the
password, access is restricted to just
that individual. After three months,
the data is deleted and AMG Security
Technology does not do anything with
the information. LL
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Techniques and tips
to reduce cargo theft
If a technological solution isn’t in your
budget, there are still plenty of ways
to reduce your risk of being a victim
of cargo theft. OOIDA’s Doug Morris
shares some practical suggestions
that most drivers can deploy to
mitigate a theft.
The first step is to plan your stops
in advance, before you ever leave the
shipper. Whenever possible, avoid
stopping for at least the first 250
miles. A good way to make sure you
can do that is to fuel, shower, eat and
rest before your pickup.
Morris says it’s never a good idea
to discuss the particulars of your trip,
including your destination or your
load, over the CB or at a truck stop.
If you have to park and leave your
trailer unattended, park your rear
trailer doors against a fixed object,
such as a light pole or fencing. Make
sure to give your vehicle a walkaround before you leave and when
you return. Check and make sure the
doors are locked and secured.
Another cost-effective security
device is a hardened padlock for
trailer doors. Other anti-theft devices
that can deter a full-trailer load theft
are pin locks and glad hand locks. LL

1
2
3
4

My telephone psychic says
I shouldn’t worry about what’s
going on at the DOT.

5

I believe Congress always
passes the best possible
laws for the trucking industry.

6
7

I like paying more taxes and
fees than I really need to.
I believe law enforcement is
motivated solely by highway
safety.

8

I learned all I need to know
about leasing rules from my
motor carrier.

9

If I collected all the money
brokers owe me, I’d be in
a higher tax bracket.

10

My dispatcher told me “it
doesn’t get any better than
this,” and I believe him.

Trucking is a great profession;
I wouldn’t change a thing.

I like being treated like
a second-class citizen.
I took a vow of poverty.

Sound ridiculous?
That’s because there’s simply no good reason
not to join the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association.
More than 160,000
members already
know this.
Join today.
816-229-5791
LAND LINE 71

TEST DRIVE

Freightliner upgrades
driver-assist tech on 2019 Cascadia

The 2019 Freightliner Cascadias
featuring the Detroit Assurance 5.0.
(Photo by Suzanne Stempinski)
By Suzanne Stempinski,
contributing field editor

aimler’s investments in
technology and trucking create
excitement and innovation spanning
the globe. That trend has continued
in 2019 with the introduction of
Detroit Assurance 5.0, available
on the new Freightliner Cascadia.
The suite of programs is designed
to maximize the driver experience
while improving safety.
Among the innovations, adaptive
cruise control can now run all the
way down to 0 mph. That means, if
you’ve set your cruise control and
get hung up in traffic, the system
will slow you down. All the way
down to 0 mph if necessary. You
can idle along in miserable traffic
until it’s safe to pick up speed
again.
Active brake assist 5.0 includes
full braking to avoid a moving
pedestrian. Side guard assist detects
objects in the passenger-side blind
spot for the full length of the

D
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tractor and trailer. How does that
happen? A combination of radar
and camera system work together to
communicate with the ABS system
in real time. The system tracks up
to 40 objects at once and identifies
the top six by level of threat. And it
refreshes 200 times per second.
And if that’s not enough to make
your eyes light up, there are new
optional active lane assist features,
including lane keep assist and lane
departure protection. They activate
when adaptive cruise control is
enabled. Lane keep assist uses
microsteering movements to keep
the truck centered in its lane. If
the crown of the road makes it
advantageous to be a little to the
right or a little to the left of the
center of the lane, you can adjust
the “hold” spot in the lane.
Lane departure protection is
enabled once your speed exceeds
37 mph. The camera system detects
the reflective paint and raised
reflectors in lane markers. If the
truck crosses those markers without

the driver using a turn signal, a
loud warning will be issued first,
along with a visual warning on
the instrument panel. It is quickly
followed by the system actively
steering the truck back into its lane.

Behind the wheel
I had the opportunity to see and
test these new features first hand.
First time was in Las Vegas at
Consumer Electronics Show, an
annual trade show organized by the
Consumer Technology Association
where Detroit Assurance 5.0 was
introduced. As a passenger, I was
stopped short of an obstruction
in the road while traveling at
around 35 mph (as fast as we
could go on a short track). Imagine
a wheelbarrow or somebody’s
sofa or concrete block suddenly
materializing in front of you as
you’re traveling down the highway.
And the truck stopped itself. It
makes the case for seatbelts and
MAY 2019
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The adaptive cruise control makes it possible to
follow the ebb and flow of traffic without getting too
close to the vehicle in front.
securing your personal belongings
all the more compelling. No crash.
Sudden stop. Accident averted.
It was sufficiently impressive that
it received the Best Transportation
Technology award at the Best of
CES ceremony. The truck debuted at
the Las Vegas Motor Speedway, and
it is the first SAE Level 2 automated
truck to enter series production in
North America. It will be ready for
production on 2020 Freightliner
Cascadia trucks beginning mid-2019.
There’s nothing like a test drive to
put a new system through its paces,
so I was eager to get behind the
wheel of the new Cascadia and head
out on an adventure. Palm Beach,
Fla., in February is generally warm
and sunny and a welcome escape
from the frigid winter temperatures
in the Midwest.
I hopped behind the wheel of the
spacious new Cascadia, buckled up
and got ready to go. The seatbelt
grazed my neck, and I wished for
a sliding attachment point instead
of the single bolt base. Even so, it’s
a minor inconvenience in a truck
loaded with features.
There were five preproduction
trucks led by a pace car, followed by
a chase car, intended for a rotating
series of driver and passenger
opportunities. We headed out
through the streets of Palm Beach,
destined for the highway. Even on
surface streets, I couldn’t resist
the opportunity to test some of the
features of Detroit Assurance 5.0.
The adaptive cruise control makes it
possible to follow the ebb and flow
of traffic without getting too close to
the vehicle in front. Of course, that

MAY 2019

means that four-wheelers will feel
compelled to jump in the safe space,
slowing you down a little further. Zen
breathing, it was a beautiful day to be
on the road.

Not according to plan
The best test drives happen when
things don’t go quite according to
plan, and this one was no exception.
We missed our turn to the highway
and had to make a wide U-turn (five
trucks – one per traffic light cycle)
and get back on track. The nimble
handling of the truck made it easy
even with the 53-foot trailer tucked
up tight. Just like real life under a
load looking for that elusive turn to
somewhere you need to be.
On the highway the adaptive cruise
control and lane keep assist systems
worked well. Side guard assist kept
me notified of vehicles in my blind
spot. However, when I tried to
engage the lane departure protection
system and veer onto the shoulder
so that the truck would bounce me
back into my lane, a glitch in the
system shut off all the cruise control

and automated features, bringing
me back to a fully driver-operated
vehicle. Once we stopped to switch
drivers, I shut the truck off. When
it restarted, it reset the system to
operate with the enhanced features
again.
In all fairness, this was a preproduction truck. While the
enhancements will be of significant
benefit to drivers in the future, the
bugs are still being worked out of
the system.
It served as a vivid reminder that
the driver is always responsible
for safe operation of the vehicle
and that while we celebrate
technological advances, there’s no
substitute for a qualified driver. LL
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By Paul Abelson SENIOR CONTRIBUTING TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

MAINTENANCE

Q&A

Q.

This is going to seem weird,
but is there a relationship
between aerodynamics and truck
stability? I ask because last August I
put flat, aerodynamic wheel covers
on my drive wheels to cover the deep

Wheel covers
dish. Lately, my truck seems to
wander a lot more, especially when
I’m braking. I’ve had it before but
never this bad. My truck is a 2014
Cascadia with an automated
transmission. Is there something
going on I should know about,
something they discovered or
something I can do?

as “wander.”
While they smooth airflow on
the outside of the wheels, they may
restrict the flow of cooling air to
the brake drums. This may result in
uneven drum heating, leading to what
you feel as wander or a tendency to
drift from side to side under braking.
Disc brakes lessen this tendency to
wander but don’t fully correct it.
If wheel ends are not regularly
inspected for proper lubrication, one
end could drag more, resulting in the
perception of wander. It could loosen
lug nuts that cause enlargement of
bolt holes, especially in aluminum
wheels. A loosening wheel could also
feel like wander.

Q.

I own a 2016 Mack Pinnacle
with all Mack running gear.
A few weeks ago, I started noticing
water coming out of the spitter valve
near the drives. I changed the

A

Your question is far from
weird. In fact, it represents
one of a number of problems
observed since the introduction of
aerodynamic wheel covers a few of
years ago. These prompted TMC to
study the situation and issue a
recommended practice on the subject,
RP261. The wheel covers do improve
fuel economy but may have
unintended consequences on wear and
maintenance. Some covers are
transparent, allowing easy observation
of wheel hubs and lug nuts. Others
must be removed for inspection of
these critical components, either of
which could lead to what you describe
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Air dryers
cartridge in my air dryer when I
winterized in October. I’ve been
trucking for more than 20 years, and
this is the first time I’ve seen more
than a few drips come out. Did my
dealer sell me a defective dryer?

A

The first thing you did was go
back to the dealer, and he

checked his records and assured you
that you got genuine original
equipment manufacturer parts. This
matters because some offshore or
bargain-priced cartridges may not
have the right quantity or type of
desiccant material and may not have
oil-coalescing material. Knockoff
products also may be poorly
machined and may not seat properly.
It always amazes me that someone
with well over $100,000 invested in a
truck will try to save $5 to $10 on
parts crucial to the truck’s safe,
reliable operation.
First, make sure the cartridge was
properly installed and that all gaskets
are seated well. Then check all air
lines and connections for damage
and tightness. With the system
at full pressure, listen for leaks.
Make sure the discharge line from
the compressor to the dryer slopes
continuously downward. An arc in the
line could trap condensed water. Even
if it doesn’t freeze, it can restrict air
flow.
Some water condensation may
be due to changes in ambient
temperature, especially if greater
than 30 degrees. The excess moisture
expelled may just be temporary,
caused by the temperature change.
In severe cold, drain the tanks
daily. It’s not so much to make sure
water doesn’t accumulate (not a good
thing) in the tanks but to make sure
the valves operate properly.
Unless the system is actually frozen,
avoid adding alcohol or de-icing
solutions that contain alcohol. Any
components downstream of where the
alcohol is introduced, especially seals,
may be attacked by the alcohol. If it’s
used, check for leaks at O-ring seals
and valves. If leaks are found, you
MAY 2019
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Wheel covers, air dryers and alternators

TruckMiles

¨

may have to replace the O-ring and
possibly the valve.

Q.

I own a 2010 Peterbilt with
Cummins 500 power. In the
past year, I replaced two alternators
with rebuilds, and it looks like I’m
going to need another one soon.
Should I get a higher amp alternator?
Do I need to go with a factory new
one instead of a rebuilt? What do you
advise?

A

There are many factors that
affect alternator life, including
the quality of the rebuild and the loads
put on the alternator. Before looking to
replace another one, first check external

Alternators
things that affect its performance.
Remember, the first rule of
maintenance is that if all you do is
replace the affected part, you’ll replace
it again and again. But if you find the
cause and correct that, you’ll never
have to worry about it again (except for
normal wear).
Before replacing another alternator,
check all wiring, including heavyduty cables, for abrasion, corrosion
and tightness of all connections.
Cycling from hot to cold and regular
truck vibration can loosen fasteners
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and connections. Check for voltage
drop that can signal internal damage
in wiring. Pay special attention to
connections at the battery and starter.
Make sure the battery is capable of
holding the charge sent to it. According
to TMC RP129, voltage drop in the
charging and starting system should
be no more than half a volt (0.5v). To
maintain proper connections, torque all
fasteners as published in your owner’s
manual. If that’s not handy, check with
your dealer.
Be sure the alternator’s fan is free of
dirt and debris. They can accumulate
and block cooling, lowering the
alternator’s efficiency.
If you’ve altered your operations in a
way that would increase alternator work
load, such as increasing urban stopand-go driving, or if you added electric
idle reduction or hotel loads, consider
increasing alternator amperage. Not
having enough amps stresses the
alternator and weakens batteries, while
increased output reduces stress and
prolongs life.
Most rebuilt alternators are brought up
to original equipment manufacturer
output specifications, but I believe
remanufactured units using OEM parts
are a safer bet. Remanufacturing offers
better quality control and stronger
warranties. LL

?

DO YOU HAVE A
MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?

Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000,
Grain Valley, MO 64029; email them to
Maintenance@LandLineMag.com or fax
questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish
an answer to all questions in Land Line,
we will answer as many as possible.

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a specific area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” Ð Lorne Daigle

l Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
l Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
l Driver expense tracking
l Full color maps
l Multiple stop and location
entries
l Profit margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax
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By Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

TAX TIPS
Reaching your retirement goal

Q

I’m possibly a year away
from retirement. My wife
has already retired. I don’t know if
I have enough money on hand to
maintain my lifestyle, and I’m
nervous and losing sleep. What do I
have to do to assure myself that I
can retire?

A

The first and most important
is to figure out how much
you spend annually. You need to
know how much your annual
expenses will be, including taxes, to
maintain your lifestyle. That, in
itself, provides a dollar amount that
your retirement will have to fund

Do I have enough
in savings to draw
from to maintain my
lifestyle, and will it
last throughout my
life expectancy?
throughout the years of your
retirement. Therefore, you must
establish what your fixed expenses
are going to be, including housing,
food, medical, transportation,
insurance and so forth. You should
add to that any discretionary
spending, such as vacations and
entertainment. You also will need to
know how much annual taxes will
be once you do not have earned
income. You will need to allow for
inflation. Recap your expenses for
the prior two years to find how
much you spend annually.
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Q

What if I cannot earn
enough money from my
retirement savings to support my
life expectancy?

A

That’s a great question. In
today’s low-interest
environment, it is impossible to just
put money in a bank savings account
and earn any kind of meaningful
income. Depending on how much
you have in your retirement account
and its expected earnings, plus your
expected Social Security income and
any other income you may have,
when compared to your annual
expenditures you may be short of
funds. In that case you have to ask
yourself some questions. Do I have
enough in savings to draw from to
maintain my lifestyle, and will it last
throughout my life expectancy?
How much can I safely withdraw?
You may have to seek out a
professional, such as a financial
planner.

Q
A

What can a financial
planner tell me?

He or she can help work out
a plan to show you a way.
Based on your financial needs as per
the above, they can help determine
when you should start collecting
Social Security, how much you can
safely withdraw from your savings,
the rate of return your savings must
earn to support your withdrawals,
and even recommend someone who
can advise you on investments you

may need to make to create the
income you will need.
You will also need to decide
whether you’re OK drawing down
your savings vs. leaving inheritance
for someone. Keep in mind your
future money requirements will
change as you age, and the funding
now needed to maintain your
lifestyle will change.

Q

I have heard that once I hit
age 70 I have to take
money out of my retirement plan.
What’s the story on that?

A

Yes, that is true. Once you
achieve age 70½ you will
have to withdraw from your
retirement plan a minimum amount
based on your life expectancy. There
are IRS tables that determine the
percentage of withdrawals of the
value from your retirement account.
The withdrawals are called required
minimum distributions. You must
make the withdrawals every year or
pay huge penalties. Of course, you
can take more than the required
minimum distribution.

Q

I hear a lot about IRAs and
Roth IRAs. What are the
differences?

A

Most taxpayers are not sure
whether they should make a
contribution to an IRA, which is
deductible, and pay the taxes when a
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distribution is made, or make a
nondeductible contribution to a
Roth IRA. With a Roth IRA, you
can compound the earning and get
the money out tax-free.
If you are going to contribute to
an IRA well over five years, it is
probably more beneficial to put the
money in a Roth IRA providing you
are investing in stocks or mutual
funds. Please consult with a
financial planner before deciding on
a regular or Roth IRA.
Note: There are other retirement
plans, such as a 401(k) and SIMPLE
IRA for the self-employed, that may
yield a higher contribution limit. LL

This article has been presented by
PBS Tax and Bookkeeping Service,
a company that has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping services
to the trucking industry for more than
a quarter century. If you would like
further information, please contact us
at 800-697-5153. Visit our website at
PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s ﬁnancial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give speciﬁc
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

pbstax.com

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
+ Income Tax Preparation
+ Bookkeeping Services
+ Quarterly Estimated Taxes
+ Financial Statements

Keep healthy smiles
part of your family
memories with
an OOIDA
Dental Plan.

+ Corporate & LLC formations

KEEP MORE OF WHAT
YOU EARN AND
LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Provide your family with quality
dental coverage through OOIDA.
Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the
Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides
preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan
provides preventive, basic and
major services (subject to
waiting periods).
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only

159

$

for Truckers
Not Compatible with Macs

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at 
for more information and a
quote on this or other medical
benefits available.

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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By Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW
B

ROAD LAW
Make it disappear
It may seem strange, but representing companies and
drivers on traffic ticket charges isn’t a magic act, and
it’s usually a difficult task. The first thing to remember
is that money doesn’t always buy your way out of the
problem, and there certainly is less leniency toward the
CDL holder in the court system these days. Everyone
would like their problem or problems to disappear, but
most of the time it’s a pretty formal ordeal. Sometimes
that includes the driver/client helping us help them when
the going gets tough.

Q.
A

I received a speeding ticket for 80 mph in a 55
and need your help. Can you make it go away?

Q.
A

I received a ticket in Oklahoma for speeding
65/55. Is there anything you can do for me?

It depends on the specific court where your
citation will be processed. Many of the
Oklahoma courts are misinformed and believe that they
can’t help a CDL holder, although they do the same for
regular motorists. Those who understand what the
masking law is are more willing to help a CDL holder. In
many of the Oklahoma courts, we need to be able to
provide a “factual basis” for an amendment to a violation
as well. So if you have a purchase receipt or shop invoice
for a faulty speedometer, cable, calibration, etc., then
perhaps an amendment to “defective equipment” can be
negotiated.

Q.

I am on the road all the time. Can’t you get the
job done if I can’t or don’t want to take the time
and effort to get you the information you need to get an
amendment of my charge?
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A

Of course we can represent you on the charge, but
if we know that we need certain things in order to
get the relief you need, then we aren’t likely to get the
job done without them. We certainly can appreciate that
sometimes it is difficult to get this done, but we wouldn’t
ask if we didn’t need it to get the best result possible on
your case.

Q.

If I supply you with a clean motor vehicle record
and a receipt for a new speedometer unit, can
you guarantee a “defective equipment” amendment or
get my charge dismissed?

A

The first rule as attorneys is that we can’t
guarantee the outcome of any litigation. There is
a greater likelihood that you will be a good candidate for
an amendment or dismissal if you can supply that
information, but there is no guarantee that a prosecutor or
judge is going to help based on that information alone.

Q.

I’m an owner-operator myself, and I have a
small company with seven tractors. I’ve called
Road Law for years for help, and they do a great job for
me and my drivers. Just the other day, one of my drivers
got a ticket and I called Road Law for help. Well, I just
got a call from my driver, and he was found guilty when
he went to trial. How come Road Law didn’t help with
my driver?
MAY 2019
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We certainly can help you, but we need to clarify
what “make it go away” means. If the question is
“can we make the problem disappear entirely, with no
conviction, and no fine/costs,” then the answer is likely
no. We certainly may be able to get the charge reduced or
amended to another violation, which will be of benefit to
you.

MORESTATENEWS

The first rule as attorneys is
that we can’t guarantee the
outcome of any litigation.

A

Road Law always does the absolute best we
can when we go to court for you, your
company or one of your drivers. But, we’re the
lawyers, not the prosecutor or the judge hearing the
case. Even though we provide the best defense
available, sometimes the prosecutor and/or the judge in
a particular court just refuses to help you and finds you
guilty at trial. Yes, these bad outcomes are very rare
and we don’t like them any more than you do. Bottom
line, your attorney should discuss your ticket with you
and let you know what they can about your charge, the
court, the prosecutor and the judge where your case is
going to court. After you have all this information, then
you’ll be able to make an informed decision about
what to do. LL
Send any questions or comments regarding transportation
law to: Jeff McConnell and James Mennella, Road Law,
3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4, Oklahoma City, OK 73134;
call 405-242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or contact us via
RoadLaw.net.
This column is the opinion of the writer and does not
necessarily reflect the opinions of Land Line Magazine or
its publisher. Please remember everyone’s legal situation
is different. Consult with an attorney for specific advice on
your situation.

Can professional truckers
shape their own future?

“

Through organization,
stability and experience,

it can be done.

Through membership,
statesmanship and leadership,

it will be done.

”

California governor dreamin’
of fuel tax revenue reroute?
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Gov. Gavin Newsom has announced a housing plan
that puts transportation revenue for local governments
at risk.
The Democratic governor pledged during his
campaign a year ago that he would build 3.5 million
new homes by 2025 to help ease rising prices and
rents.
His $1.75 billion proposal unveiled in March is
intended to help the state meet housing needs. The
ambitious plan is designed to help develop affordable
housing throughout the state.
Concerned that local governments will not do
enough to help him achieve this goal, Newsom said
he wants to incentivize local government to improve
housing options or risk losing transportation funds.
Cities and counties that fail to help him meeting his
goal would lose fuel tax dollars.
“Local streets and roads funds may be withheld
from any jurisdiction that does not have a compliant
housing element and has not zoned and entitled for
its updated annual housing goals,” the governor’s
administration announced.
Starting in July 2023, failure by cities and counties
to build enough housing would cost them fuel tax
revenue.
The governor’s target is fuel tax revenue
earmarked for local governments as part of a massive
transportation funding bill – SB1 – approved two
years ago.
The 10-year, $52 billion transportation funding deal
increased the diesel tax by 20 cents and increased the
gas tax by 12 cents. Another 7.5-cent gas tax increase
is scheduled to take effect on July 1.
The excise rates on gas and diesel also will be
adjusted for inflation beginning in July 2020.
In November 2018, voters rejected a ballot question
to repeal the vehicle tax and fee increases.
“Our state’s affordability crisis is undermining the
California dream and the foundations of our economic
well-being,” Newsom said. “Families should be able
to live near where they work.”
Critics say that local governments do not bare
sole responsibility for failure to get housing projects
complete. They point the finger at private industry for
the failure to get needed work done. LL

800-444-5791 I ooida.com
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Hours-of-service reform tops issues
at truck stops across the U.S.
There is a clear favorite topic among drivers visiting
OOIDA’s touring tractor-trailer, the Spirit of the American
Trucker.
“Everyone wants to know what’s happening with hours-ofservice reform,” says Jon Osburn, skipper of The Spirit.
What’s happening is good. It’s on the agenda of the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, and it isn’t buried at the
bottom of it, either.
In fact, Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao said at the
Mid-America Trucking Show in late March that a proposed
rulemaking has been sent to the White House Office of
Management and Budget for review.
You can bet that OOIDA leadership has kept its finger in
the pie. A delegation of OOIDA representatives, including
Executive Vice President Lewie Pugh, met with FMCSA
Administrator Ray Martinez and other top officials with
the agency in February. OOIDA updated the agency on its
priorities and received feedback from regulators. Since then,
OOIDA executives and its Washington, D.C., lobbying staff
have kept up the dialogue.

“I am determined to broaden the involvement of all Agency
stakeholders – especially drivers – in everything we do at
FMCSA,” Martinez told OOIDA representatives.
Of course, with Osburn setting up in truck parking lots at
TA & Petro travel centers across the continental U.S., parking
is top of mind of truckers who stop by The Spirit.
A perennial favorite among truckers are the monthly online
parking updates by Land Line Staff Writer Tyson Fisher. In
his The Parking Zone blog, he lets drivers know where new
parking projects are being considered, about communities that
are supportive, and about the not-in-my-backyard arguments
raised in opposition.
Stop by and give Osburn your 2-cents’ worth on issues
important to you and find out what’s shaking. LL
Senior Member Jon Osburn has been an
OOIDA member since 1993. A former longtime
owner-operator, Jon has also worked as a
paramedic and a Navy hospital corpsman. He
lives with his wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and
travels with his loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: MAY2019
Apr 30-May 2
May 3-6
May 7-10
May 12-15
May 16-18
May 20-22

T/A, Marianna, FL
T/A, Slidell, LA
T/A, Lafayette, LA
T/A, San Antonio, TX
T/A, New Braunfels, TX
Ingrid R Brown Petro
Oklahoma City, OK
May 24-26
Petro, Joplin, MO
May 30-June 2 Wheel Jam, Huron, SD
June 4-6
Coffee Cup Fuel Stop
Steel, ND
June 8-10
T/A, Missoula, MT
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I-10, Exit 142
I-10, Exit 266
I-10 & State Rd 182
I-10, Exit 583
I-35, Exit 193
I-40E/I-35, Exit 127/
I-40W, Exit 154
I-44, Exit 4
SD State Fair
I-94, Exit 200

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for
their generous use of the 2017
5700 EX Phantom II. Western Star’s
support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.

I-90, Exit 93
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INDUSTRY
CALENDAR

More industry events@ LandLineMag.com

MAY2019

9-11 East Coast Truckers
Jamboree, Kenly 95 Petro, Kenly, N.C.
For more information, visit
Kenly95.com.
12 Mother’s Day Truck Convoy
benefiting Make-A-Wish Foundation
at the Burle Business Park, Lancaster,
Pa. For more info, visit http://philadesv.
wish.org/ways-to-help/convoy or email
chaynes@philadesv.wish.org.
18 Greater Cincinnati Chapter of
American Truck Historical Society
Truck Show at Howard Trucking,
Fairborn, Ohio. For more information:
howardtrk@yahoo.com or
937-878-3370.
30-JUNE 2 Wheel Jam
Truck Show in Huron, S.D.
For more information, go to
WheelJamTruckShow.com.
31-JUNE 2 Memory Lane Car
and Truck Show at the Sauk County
Fairgrounds in Baraboo, Wis. For more
information, visit SaukCountyFair.com,
emailv12pete@live.com or call
608-963-8849.
30-JUNE 2 ATHS Convention and
Truck Show at the Grand Sierra Resort
in Reno, Nev. For more info, visit
ATHS.org/2019Convention

JUNE2019

7-8 Joplin Truckers Jamboree at
the Joplin 44 Petro in Joplin, Mo. For
more information, go to Joplin44.com.
8-9 Texas Trucking Show, NRG
Center, Houston. For more information,
visit TexasTruckingShow.com.
14-15 Oak Grove Truckers
Jamboree at the Oak Grove 70
Petro in Oak Grove, Mo. For more
information, go to OakGrovePetro.com.
15-16 Ohio Vintage Truck
Jamboree in Ashland, Ohio. Go to
ohvintrkjam.com for information.

JULY2019

11-13 Walcott Truckers Jamboree,
Iowa 80 Truckstop, Walcott,
MAY 2019

Iowa. For more information, visit
Iowa80TruckStop.com.
19-20 Gulf Coast Big Rig
Truck Show, Mississippi Coast
Convention Center, Biloxi, Miss.
For more information, visit
GulfCoastBigRigTruckShow.com.
19-20 Expedite Expo at the Allen
County War Memorial Coliseum in Fort
Wayne, Ind. For more information, visit
ExpediteExpo.com or Facebook.com/
ExpediteExpo/.
25-27 Shell Rotella SuperRigs at
Trail’s Travel Center, off I-35 in Albert
Lea, Minn. For more information, visit
Rotella.com.
26-28 Top Gun Large Car Shoot
Out at Rantoul National Aviation
Center, Rantoul, Ill.
For more information:
TopGunLargeCarShootout.com.

AUGUST2019

2-4 Carlisle Truck Nationals,
Carlisle, Pa., Fairgrounds. Details can
be found at CarlisleEvents.com.
8-11 National Brockway Truck
Show at the CNY Living History
Center and Brockway Truck Museum
in Cortland, N.Y. For more information,
visit BrockwayTrucks.org.
9-10 Waupun Truck-N-Show in
Waupun, Wis. For more information,
visit WapunTruckShow.com, call
920-324-9985 or Facebook.com/
WaupunTruckNShow/.
9-11 Buckeye Invitational
Truck Show at the Clark County
Fairgrounds in Springfield,
Ohio. For more information, visit
BuckeyeInvitationalTruckShow.com.
16-18 Eau Claire Big Rig Truck
Show at the Northern Wisconsin
State Fair Grounds, Chippewa Falls,
Wis. For more information, visit
EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com.
22-24 Great American Trucking
Show, Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center, Dallas. For more
information, visit TruckShow.com.
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STRANGE

THINGS
FILTHY

&

LIES

By Wendy Parker, STAFF WRITER
B

The road can be a wild and wonderful place. It’s like the internet come true, only with fewer cats
and more “nekkid as hell” characters, most of which have no business being publicly nekkid as
hell. Today’s crazy world may have satire taking a last, gasping breath, but there remain notable
h
and mentionable strange things. Of course, you can’t serve up an order of strange things without
a
at least fair warning of the possibility of filthy lies. For legal purposes, and all.
a

General proximity encounters
with counterculture
I’ve never seen any little green men from Mars, although I
do know a short fella with a bad gallbladder from Peoria
who goes kinda chartreusey when he’s having a spell.
Catch that ol’ boy in bad lighting after he gobbles down a
basket full of hot wings, and I can
b
ssee how rumors would get started.
I’m not sure if that qualifies as a
“close encounter,” but I can state with
a fair amount of certainty that I’ve been
in the general proximity of at least one form of
aalien life during our travels on the road.
They’re attracted to truck stops for a
multitude of reasons, y’all.
Where else is there a captive audience of
weary travelers who are unwelcome in any place other
than the cheap asphalt motels of the road? There’s clearly
an advantage to having all the specimens prepackaged in
little metal boxes. Marauding aliens can easily pop in and
out without disturbing the next-door neighbors, especially
when there are an abundance of ancient reefer units
wheeze-screaming on and off every 15 seconds. It’s perfect
cover.
Or, perhaps, it’s the ambiance of impromptu parking-lot
jam sessions featuring Wailing Jean and the Pipettes. We’ve
all seen one version or another of this loud and unwanted
display – most likely between the hours of 2 a.m. and
5 a.m. and most assuredly when you’re parked anywhere
near Memphis, Tenn.
Performances include rousing renditions of “There are
spiders in my hair, and I need $20 for gas!” which generally
segues into “My sister was born with a kidney on her neck,
and we need $20 for gas!”
Whatever the professed ailment, you can
be assured that $20 is not going to keep
Wailing Jean from a repeat engagement that
begins exactly five seconds after dozing off
from being woken by the first one. At this
point, you’d get more rest during an alien
abduction and probably won’t even
complain about the BBs in your nose.
You think aliens don’t know this? Pffft …
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it’s probably broadcast on their late-night infomercials.
“Make your interplanetary vacation a work-cation – get
paid to travel! All you have to do is collect human DNA
and leave BBs in someone’s nose – then you can enjoy the
beaches of Boca for free!”

Meanwhile, on Earth É
Inside the travel plazas, tolerance for unusual sights and
sounds increases exponentially as you get closer to the back
of the house, where they keep the diesel-fuel desk. There’s
an unspoken line that usually begins right past the chrome
male genitalia ornament display. This prominent offering of
embarrassingly detailed cajones signals the end of the
general public area and begins rows of truck-specific
merchandise and the distinct possibility of seeing
something out-of-the-ordinary.
(Side note: The presence
of chrome “sacks” really should be a universal
indicator that things have already gotten
weird, whether or not you’re in a truck stop.
Of course, this is just a personal
observation. To each his own. I’m not
judging).
Right past the shiny reproductive
organs lies the area in which seasoned
professionals don’t bat an eye
when they see someone
standing in the corner,
talking to their pet
turtle about the
quality of raw
hamburger available in
Albuquerque.
It’s just not a “thing” once
you’ve met seven or eight
Jesus-dudes along the way.
More than anything, you just
want Jesus, or Turtle-guy, or
whatever version of “people you
probably wouldn’t meet back
home at the Beavercreek,

MAY 2019

Ohio, Costco” to get out of the way, so you can choose the
appropriately sized chrome sack to hang on the trailer bumper
without having to commit to being baptized by the third Jesus
you’ve met this week.
Jeez.
No wonder aliens don’t mingle.

© Anneke - Fotolia.com; © iQoncept - Fotolia.com

Who the heck needs filthy lies?
Oh, that’s right. Washington, D.C., and the gubmint still exist
– one heaping serving of filthy lies – order up!
Let’s talk about the driver shortage. I mean, as long as
we’re referencing filthy lies, we may as well grab that one by
the chrome … ahem … well, you know.
We can’t keep calling something a shortage when the
wash-out rate for new drivers is 80 percent in the first six
months. There are an abundance of commercial driver’s
licenses issued. What’s lacking
is the ability to retain enough
of those drivers to mold them
into competent professionals.
The industry is most
definitely lacking an ability
to attract and retain
competent professionals.
First and foremost there is
a lack of pay. Firstyear drivers are sent out over the road with expectations that
often far outweigh the reality of living on the road. Poor
oversight by inexperienced driver-managers, forced dispatch,
inhumane time schedules and crappy working conditions
aren’t generally part of the recruiting package they pitch at
most CDL schools.
Money is great, but if you’re never home to spend it and
you have to put up with being treated like an animal
to earn it, it becomes a moot point. Especially when
the fleet down the street is offering more of it and
positions are plentiful in job-hop land.
Nothing feeds and fuels the atmosphere of churn and
burn better than continuing to scream “driver shortage” while
cranking through a steady stream of drivers. It’s a filthy lie
that will continue to fester like a wound on this industry as
long as we continue to allow phrases like “driver shortage” to
be uttered in the same sentence as “80-98 percent first-year
turnover.”
Filthy lies adjourned. Join us next month when we delve in
to the politics of grits – sugar and butter or salt and gravy?
It’s a valid question. LL
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OOIDA
Life Members

Earl Adams
David Adkins
John Alley
Paul Ambruster
G. Anderson
Michael Anderson
Debra Averill
Jerry Balagna
Paul Banellis
Joseph Barbier
Jerome Baylor
Graham Bell
Tommy Bennett
Ronald Blair
Ronald Boatwright
Gregory Bone
Terry Bork
Michael Borstad
Marvin Boston
Stanley Burton
Joseph Calaprice
James Caldwell
Hovie Campbell
Wade Carpenter Jr.
Robert Carr
John Carroll
Richard Carroll
Gil Chacon
Carl Chapman
David Chellos
James Chenault

Jamie Clevenger
Shawn Clevenger
Alan Clifton
William Colbert
James Colvin
Alan Conant
J. Coyner
Stephen A. Croucher
Robert Custer
William Czapanskiy
Bill Dancer
Moses Daniels Jr.
Eltoro Datts
David Davis
Otis Davison
Harry Day
Eddy De Los Santos
Alfred Devling
Vladimir Didovets
Jim Dobias
Steven Dobmeier
Tommy Dodd
James Driscoll
Saun Duckett
Kevin Duffy
Lonnie Durbin
Patsy Eilers
Charles Ellis
William Emerson
Clay Engle
Ray Erickson

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Charles Ettinger Jr.
Guy Faith
Everett Ferris
Allan Fiedler
Leslie Fincher
Dirk Fisher
Charles Fiske
Robert Pinkly Floyd III
John Foote
Bary Franklin
Roger Fuhr
Michael Gaffron
Frank Garcia
Donna Garner
Anna Gasaway
Robert Gay
Craig Genke
Ralph Gentry
Rodney Glaze
James Golling
Donald Gray
Rick Green
Kaye Greene-Smith
Scott Griffith
Bernard Guindon
Andrew Gutshall
William Gwin
William Hamilton
Ronald Hargett
James Harmon
Jeff Harris

Congratu

Thomas Harrod Jr.
Randy Hartley
Lawrence Heiting
Curtis Helmle
Douglas Hensley
Randall Heyden
John Hill Jr.
George Hinds
Dennis Hintz
Dennis Hoff
Robert Hoffman
Michael Holbert
Jarvie Holman
Frank Holzhauser
Gordon Hongisto
Terry Horner
Robert Hoskins
Gerald Hubbard
Don Huffman
Eddie Hughes
Frank Hughey
Larry Jamison
Mark Johnson
Richard Johnson
Gar Johnston
Dennis Jones
James Jones
John Jones
Samuel Jones III
Ronald Jordan
Jeffrey Kelley

Pattricia Kelly
Joseph Kimberlin
Robert Kingery Jr.
Kyle Knapp
John Kossowski
Nick Kovac
Jack Krietman
James Kunz
Gary Landis
Greg Langvardt
Stan Lapp
Donald Laughlin
William F. Lauth
James C. Lefils
Arlen Leiker
Bill Lewis
Wayne Lockie
Jaimie Logan
Thomas London
James Longanbach Sr.
Lloyd Lute
James Lutmer
Michael Maher
George Manbeck Jr.
Surrendra Mangru
Ronald Mangun
Donald Marentette
Earl Marion
Glenn Martin
Ronnie Martin
Charles Mathews

Timothy McAnally
Gerry McClean
Marvin McCoy
Michael McIntyre
Terry McKay
James McLaughlin
Brian McMahon
Sean McQuillan
Gary McStay
Gregory McCullough
Richard Meints
Bernard Melton
Leroy Meyer
James Meyers Sr.
Daniel Miller
John Mitchell
Charles Montgomery
Arthur Moon
Michael Mullen
Brian Nagel
Lewis Nolan
Vincent Nolan
Gregory Norder
Bernard Nuelle
Ricky Oakley
Michael Odom
Steve Odom
Donald Osterby
Dennis Ostic
Douglas Otto
Tim Page Sr.

Steven R. Gassaway
Gene Gehman
Alfonso Gonzalez
Christopher Grimshaw
Christopher A. Grine
Wade A. Groen
Kent S. Grubbs
David A. Haas
Blane D. Hampton
Debra G. Hampton
Robert C. Harshaw
Richard N. Hart
Chris J. Henson
Lynn D. Holzner
Rebecca A. Hood
Richard H. Hurst
David G. Irwin Jr.
Dallas L. Jacobs
David L. Janitell
Mark Horst Jensen

Joseph R. Johnson
Kieran P. Johnston III
Eric D. Jones
Brian Joyce
Kevin W. Karppinen
Terry L. Keating
Joseph William Keenan
Robert E. Keitges
Jeffery M. Kelson
Regina A. Kerner
Miles A. Kite
George A. Klein
John R. Kowalski
John J. Labute Jr.
Larry Lamartina
Kenneth Larabee
John A. Larscheid
Dale Lomax
Robert S. Lucus
Russ MacLellan

Joel R. Maki
Huwer Marche
Evon Mark
Earl J. Marshall
Rodger D. McCreary
Rosemary McCreary
Kelvin D. McDuffie
Justin R. Meana
Danny R. Miller
Keith N. Monroe
William M. Mowatt
Ronald E. Murray II
Sherri R. Murray
Dean L. Nash
James F. Neher
Douglas K. Nielsen
Rodney Niese
Aaron D. Norton
Samantha Norton
Ronald M. Olson

Senior Members
Tim D. Ahrens
James J. Almy Jr.
John J. Alvarado Jr.
Dennis W. Anderson
Ryan J. Anderson
Roger D. Bachelder
Leslie C. Baldwin
Paula M. Bauer
Paul C. Beagle
Everett L. Beasley Jr.
Eric Beierschmitt
James C. Bell
Terry Bell
Travis L. Bodlak
Meghan Jane Boles
Thomas Boles
Margaret Bond
Janie Boulds
Larry Brammeier
Asa Dewitt Branch Jr.
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Thomas C. Brauer
Gary L. Breske
James Brittain
Daniel P. Campbell
Jeffery A. Campbell
Rodolfo C. Cervantes
Bruce M. Chandler
Jatinder Channa
Joseph L. Chinchar Jr.
Earle B. Clough
Scott R. Collard
Jerry Condron
Luis Corchado
James M. Corn
Victoria L. Corn
Kenneth J. Coughlin
Wilfredo Cruz
Samuel Cumming
William G. Curley Jr.
Barbara Dabney

James W. T. Daugherty
Scott S. Davis
Dave Demand
Kim L. Dyer
Jeff D. Dykstra
Caron W. Edwards
Luke S. Englund
Mark Ensell
Butch Estes
Carol M. Evans
Gary L. Evans
Willie Everett
Donald Finch
Avery C. Fisher
Luis Flores
Kenneth C. Folk
John E. Francisco
Edward P. Frazee
James L. Gardner
William L. Garthwaite

MAY 2019

ulations
Alan Pals
William Paris
Allan Payne
Marvin Penegar
Daniel Perry
Courtney Peynado
Lynn Phillips
Angela Phoenix
Christian Phoenix
Donald Pierce
Charles Pitts
Michael Plourde
Roger Radcliff
Tommy Raper
Dwight Ravnsborg
Bryan Reid
James Richards
Rashelle Richens
Randy Riedlinger
Keith Rinehart
William Rivers
William Roberts
Billy Rogers
Anna Rohleder
Robert Romancky Jr.
Dennis Rooney
Martin Rudolph
Harry Russell Jr.
Ronald Russell
Nirmal Sandhu
Walter Satterwaite

Carl Savage Jr.
Andrew Scherer
Mike Schowe
Kevin Schrotberger
Wayne Schuh
John Schwingle
Gail Scobee
Harold Shaw
David Sick
David Simmons
Douglas Simmons
Charanjit Singh
Joseph Smith
Covie Spillman
Ricky Staub
David Stewart
Jerry Stewart
Randall Strachan
James Struchen
Michael Stuckert
Jimmie Swinger
Lance Talbott
Gary Theune
Danny Thomason
Jimmy Timmons
Thomas Tims
Agustin Torres
William Troha
Kenneth Turner
Michael Van Soelen
David Vasconi Sr.

Vincent Vianueva
Nancy Vostad
Larry Waggoner Jr.
Daniel Wakeland
Nancy Walters
Johnnie Washington
Mike Waugh
Douglas Welling
Marvin Wells
Bob West
Johnnie West
Rick West
Harold Wethy
Louis Wetzel Jr.
Kenneth White
Clifton Williams
Cloyd Williams
George Williams Sr.
Kenneth Williams
Richard Wilson
Steve Winkel
Charles Wirtala
Randall Wolff
Richard Wood
Brian Young
Harvey Zimmerman Jr.
Randel Zimmerman

OOIDA, its board of directors and its
members thank

Call 816-229-5791 or visit
OOIDA.com to join today.
Wayne Oney
Cristobal Ortega
Veronica B. Ortega
Holly T. Parkhurst
Terry G. Patterson
Richard P. Pearce
Jason S. Posch
Donald Presseault
Greg J. Rechtzigel
Betty Reemtsma
Julius Reeves
James S. Regester
Arno Reif
Mariusz Rek
Richard A. Rhyne
Rachel Richter
Barton G. Ricks
Jeffrey Aven Rimmer
Alexis Rodriguez
Reinaldo Rodriguez
MAY 2019

Piotr Rodziewicz
James R. Rogers
Adam Lee Safford
Eugene E. Sander
Wayne A. Sawyer
Pete Scalia
Danny R. Schmitt
Joel Schulz
Scott Sherer
Robert Joel Shilling
Gregory M. Short
Philip G. Simonds
Christopher Simons
Glenda Sue Simons
Sharon Solie
Doug Southard
Christopher K. Spicer
Gary E. Stone
Brian Strubhar
Melanese Stuart

The OOIDA-Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

Allen Summers
William G. Swink
Gregory Tally
Kevin R. Tapper
Ramon Tejeda
Steven D. Thiemann
Richard A. Tinna
Chris Tulgestka
Oleg Vdovichenko
Melvin W. Vermillion
Jeff Viereck
Jon V. Waba
Terence A. Walker
Jeffrey L. Walters
Thomas J. Warren Jr.
Lavern K. Wichert
Stephen Wilder
Allyson Wilkins
Tony Wilkins
Everett E. Williams Jr.

for its generous commitment of $10,000
to the OOIDA-Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund for 2018/2019, PLUS an additional
$5,000 in memory of Jim Johnston.
Over the past 10 years, Shell has
contributed over $100,000 to the Mary
Johnston Scholarship fund.
OOIDA is grateful for Shell’s partnership
with OOIDA in this important member
program.

800-444-5791
www.ooidafoundation.org
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How’s your day, Dave?
Great, once they put the fire out
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Photos by Dave Sweetman

I am very thorough on my pre-trip
inspections, as well as performing
a walk around each time I stop. I
have often found a nail in a tire,
a dangling air hose, or usually
something minor. Better to catch it
sooner than later when it can turn
ugly. But, sometimes, you just can’t
avoid ugly.
On a recent trip from southern
California, I had picked up a brandnew trailer a few miles from the
manufacturer and headed for Texas.
A long weekend ahead of me, and
in no real hurry, I set my cruise
control and enjoyed the bonus fuel
mileage. Stopping for the night in
my usual hiding spot in Eloy, Ariz.,
it was almost like a vacation. Easing
across Interstate 10, the speed limit
is 75, but I chose a modest 68 and
stayed out of the way of the big
strappers in a hurry.
Rolling into Deming, N.M., the
speed limit drops to 65. On the east
side of town, as the speed limit
jumps back up to 75, a big truck
pulled alongside and the driver
motioned with his CB mic. The
driver told me over the CB that the
back of my trailer smelled “hot.”
Not brakes or a tire, but metallic.
A mile or so up there was a
wide, straight spot and, as much
as I hate the idea of stopping on
the roadside, I had little choice. I
grabbed my 2½-pound and 5-pound
extinguishers and stuck my head
under the trailer just as the left
front wheel hub burst into flames. I
dumped both extinguishers on the
MAY 2019

In just a few minutes, the flames
were reaching up the side of the
trailer, above the trailer tandems.
Goofy car drivers were creeping
along, stopping to record my
misery for their video albums.

inside, but it was cherry red and continued to burn. I
was out of options except for making phone calls.
With 911 on the phone, dispatch asked if I was still
hooked up, and I told him “not anymore” as I cranked
the landing gear, and pulled the pin and hoses.
In just a few minutes, the flames were reaching up
the side of the trailer, above the trailer tandems. Goofy
car drivers were creeping along, stopping to record my
misery for their video albums. A pair of big BOOMBOOM explosions blew the two outside tires off the
wheels. They rolled across the highway in flames in
front of the folks in the car. They moved on quickly
and the flaming tires caught the grass on fire in the
median just as a New Mexico state trooper rolled up.
It reminded me of the scene from the “Terminator”
movie with the burning tire rolling down the street.
Surreal.
Trooper Guerrero grabbed a shovel and axe and
quickly covered the burning tires with dirt, putting out
the fires. The trailer was now fully engulfed as the first
of three fire trucks showed up and Trooper Guerrero
began his routine Level 2 inspection. The good news
is my truck passed with flying colors. The trailer, well
– not so much.
Of course, by now I have traffic backed up as far
back as I can see on the eastbound side. As I sat in
my driver’s seat making calls to my company, I heard
other drivers on the radio call me all sorts of bad
names. Yeah, right, Bud! Like I have nothing better to
do with my day. I felt bad about the hay haulers, as the
troopers held them up until the flames were knocked
back. That could have been even more ugly.
A towing company from Las Cruces was dispatched
and, with the fire out, the now totaled trailer was
loaded onto a Landoll trailer and taken away.
Paperwork completed, I was free to go. Shaken and
still a bit unnerved.
One piece of advice to share: if involved in any
kind of incident, take pictures. Lots of pictures. My
company’s insurance adjuster made quick work using
the dozens of photos I took, and it helped to validate
my report of the cause. LL
MAY 2019

Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

513-476-7032
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Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items
available. Order online, or
call 816-229-5791

88 LAND LINE

MAY 2019

THE CLASSIFIED
ACCOUNTING
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ................. 91
Taxation Solutions............................. 92
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BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Capital Lending ................................ 91
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MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 216,000* professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium fleets (19%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000
individuals. As the official publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and profitability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
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IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
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20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!
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l File back years taxes
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l Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
l Release of tax liens & levies

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

CPA
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America Counts
on CPAs
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Supporter
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Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894

www.downtimeclaims.com
Trucking Attorneys

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudflaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

• Business Interruption Claims
• Trucking Accidents
Free Initial
Consultation
• Insurance Claims
• Loss of Use/Income/Loads

(904) 278-7688
info@downtimeclaims.com

Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transflo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com
90 LAND LINE
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Do you qualify for the new
20% deduction introduced in 2018?

TRUCKER TAX HELP
Accountants & CPA’s who have
worked in the trucking industry
n Corporate & Individual Tax Returns
n All 50 States n IRS Issues
n Year-Round Tax Advice

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?

Our customers say it best:
“I have been driving 18 wheelers for the past
42 years. I set up my Corporation and hired
Corporate Capital to do all of my bookkeeping
and tax returns for my business. With them
doing my books I have offset my expenses
each year and pay the minimum in taxes.”
~ Robert Dowdy, Cisco Group, Inc.

Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!
“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”

900+ different
models in stock!

Ashley Carlson, President/Owner

Custom and
hard-to-find tubes
also available.

855-810-4114

www.corpcapinc.com
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545
www.bhtubes.com

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285
15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!
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Since 1958

Paola, KS

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
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FRE
CONSULTATIE
ON
Strong, Aggressive Trucker Tax Relief

Does the IRS say
you owe money?

STOP the

IRS Tax Monkey!

3 Wage Garnishments
n
3 IRS Seizures
n
3 Offers-in-Compromise
n
3 Bank Levies
n
3 Innocent Spouse
n
3 IRS Audits
n
3 Trucker Bookkeeping
n
3 Tax Prep (Current & Past)
n

DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for flatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
n Support bar
n Weighs only 20 lbs.
n Extends to 53 inches
n Folds to 33 inches
n 18-Inches wide
n Anti-skids steps
n Non-pinch hinge
n 400 pounds capacity
n Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

1-877-966-2477
www.truckertaxtools.com

HeavyHaulHotels.com
15 to 25% Discount
on over 1,600 hotels

FREE, Fast & Easy!

Available to anyone in the trucking industry

Daily News and
Information for Truckers

Drop Today – Cash Today
S

/7

NON-RECOURSE CT DEPOSCITARDS SFLO P/APPLICIATTCIOHNECKESS24
V
FACTORING• FREE D•IRFEREE F•UFERLEE T•RAFNREE S•ETFUREE C•RENDO RESERXFactors
Financial
SINCE
1990

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST
Sirius XM 146

THE CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 216,000* professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium fleets (19%), and company drivers
(21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000 individuals. As the official publication of
OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and
regulatory issues, to equipment, products, services, industry news, lifestyle and profitability. Land Line stands out as
the primary business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
*As filed with the Alliance for Audited media subject to audit

Call 816-229-5791 to advertise in the Marketplace
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TRUCKING NEWS

International Roadcheck in June will
focus on steering and suspension
By Land Line staff

Steering and suspension will be the focal point of this year’s
International Roadcheck.
The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance’s annual
enforcement campaign is scheduled for June 4-6. Over
that 72-hour period, commercial motor vehicle inspectors
in jurisdictions throughout North America will conduct
inspections on commercial motor vehicles and drivers.
Each year, International Roadcheck places special emphasis
on a category of violations. This year’s focus is steering and
suspension systems. While checking vehicle compliance
is always part of the North American standard inspection
program, CVSA is highlighting steering components
and suspension systems this year as a reminder of their
importance to highway safety, according to a March 25 news
release.
During International Roadcheck, CVSA-certified inspectors
will primarily conduct the North American standard Level I
inspection, a 37-step procedure that includes an examination
of driver operating requirements and vehicle mechanical
fitness. Inspectors may opt to conduct the Level II walkaround driver/vehicle inspection or Level III driver/credential/
administrative inspection or Level V vehicle-only inspection.
The vehicle inspection includes checking critical items,

such as brake systems; cargo securement; coupling devices;
driveline/driveshaft; driver’s seat (missing); exhaust systems;
frames; fuel systems; lighting devices (headlamps, tail lamps,
stop lamps, turn signals and lamps/flags on projecting loads);
steering mechanisms; suspensions; tires; van and open-top
trailer bodies; wheels, rims and hubs; and windshield wipers.
Drivers will be required to provide their driver’s license
(operating credentials), Medical Examiner’s Certificate and
Skill Performance Evaluation Certificate (if applicable),
driver’s record-of-duty status and vehicle inspection report(s)
(if applicable). Inspectors also will check drivers for seat
belt use, sickness, fatigue and apparent alcohol and/or drug
impairment.
If no critical vehicle inspection item violations are found
during a Level I or Level V inspection, a CVSA decal will be
applied to the vehicle, indicating that the vehicle successfully
passed a decal-eligible inspection conducted by a CVSAcertified inspector. When a rear impact guard is required and
violations are present, however, a CVSA decal shall not be
issued. LL

Don’t let short-term
injury cripple your
business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s
Voluntary Group Short Term
Disability Plan.

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

• Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their membership
effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical history.
This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
• 24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.
• Two plan options available with 30-day waiting periods before benefits
are payable – one with a $400 weekly benefit*, and one with a $500
weekly benefit*, if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the
maximum weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.
(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

• Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services included at no
additional cost.
MAY 2019

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on
this or other medical benefits available.
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Goodbye, allergies and pollution
The Wynd Plus personal smart air purifier with air quality sensor is a compact air purifier
designed to remove dust, allergens, smoke, and pollution from a 3-foot radius. The personal
sized purifier generates over eight liters of clean air per second, killing 99 percent of everyday
indoor air pollutants. Made of UV-resistant plastic with a rubber grip base, the purifier is small
enough to fit in the cup holder of your cab and weighs less than a pound. A stand is included
for use in your bunk when you aren’t driving. The purifier runs on USB-rechargeable lithium
ion batteries with 8-hour life and connects to a free mobile app via Bluetooth.
Visit Shop.HelloWynd.com for more information and to order.

Changing the landscape
of on-road safety
The PreView Side Defender II from Preco Electronics is a side collisionavoidance radar designed to eliminate nuisance alerts, reduce lane-change
accidents, and mitigate incidents in urban settings by monitoring your blind
spot. It detects moving vulnerable road users while ignoring stationary
objects, resulting in safer driving for truckers in crowded, low-speed
urban settings. It also provides on-road lane-change blind spot
protection through the system’s two intelligent operating modes.
The new PreView v2 in-cab display equips drivers with more intuitive
audible and visual alerts. The system’s slow speed functionality provides
reliability and active safety alerts for over-the-road drivers. To get more
information and to order, visit Preco.com or call 866-977-7326.

Multiple-use
alarm system
The CarPro-Tec GPS Plus from AMGSecurity Technology is a wireless vehicle
alarm system combined with a GPS
tracker in one device. The system uses
a room volume sensor to register any
change in a tractor or trailer’s volume
and a motion detector to register all
movements in the trailer’s interior. For
refrigerated goods, a temperature sensor
also reports when the set temperature
goes out of range, indicating a potential
unauthorized opening of the trailer door.
The Car-Tec GPS Plus includes a loud siren alarm and notifications are sent via phone call and text message to the driver
and up to two other individuals. In the case of a trailer and/or tractor theft attempt, a gyroscope sensor registers the
truck’s change in position. Installation is easy. No additional cabling for power supply is necessary, and the integrated
battery secures the function of the device up to 14 days. The system is armed using a wireless remote control. The alarm
module can be disarmed while driving with the system working as a full GPS tracker with entire route recording. For more
information and to order, visit Vehicle-Alarm.com or call 404-552-2410.
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Serious swagger for your rig
Alcoa Dura-Black Wheels are now available for the heavy-duty truck
and trailer market in “menacing” matte black finish. Alcoa wheels are
lighter and stronger than steel wheels for improved payload and fuel
efficiency plus increased resale value over the life of the vehicle.
Each Dura-Black Wheel is treated on both sides for flexibility
of mounting in steer or drive position, making ordering and
installation easy. The wheels come with high-quality, colormatched components including a black valve stem and
a precision, laser-etched logo. Color-matched one-piece
hub cover systems complete the look. Alcoa Dura-Black
Wheels meet or exceed original equipment manufacturers
testing and are available in 22.5- x 8.25-inch, 22.5 x 9-inch,
24.5 x 8.25-inch, and 22.5- x 12.25-inch sizes. To learn more and
to locate a distributor, visit AlcoaWheels.com/DuraBlack or call
800-242-9898.

An extra layer of safety
The Voyager CVPS19 Rear Sensor System from ASA Electronics is a new
six-channel proximity sensor system engineered to add an extra layer
of backing safety for commercial vehicles. The system comes standard
with four sensors that install along the rear bumper or
body of the vehicle. Two sensors can be added at the
roofline to detect obstructions, such as awnings, signs
and tree branches. The CVPS19 integrates with any
Voyager observation system, and the sensor module
can connect to Voyager monitors and Jensen touchscreen
stereos with a camera input. The module provides a clear, easy-toread overlay displayed on the monitor screen to give the driver visual cues
when the vehicle gets too close to other objects. In addition to visual alerts,
the CVPS19 also provides audible alerts through the monitor speakers.
Visit ASAElectronics.com or call 877-305-0445 for more information and
to order.

Loosen up!
Pipe Break is an aerosol spray compound designed to penetrate between two
pieces of rusted metal and help remove a fastener without breaking it or having
to cut it off. Because of low surface tension, it is able to creep under moisture,
rust and corrosion to free frozen joints, nuts, bolts and other fasteners almost
instantly. It also features an anti-corrosion additive that forms an invisible bond
on the surface, helping to prevent future rust. Spray the oil liberally on rusted
parts and tap to help speed penetration. Pipe Break is sold in 9-ounce aerosol
cans. For more information and to order, visit PipeBreakUSA.com or call
844-4PIPEBREAK (844-474-7327).

If you have a product you would like featured, send a news release
with a photo to Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com.
All featured products are subject to editorial review.
The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided by
selected manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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Manitoba to require entry-level
training for truck drivers
By Land Line staff

On Sept. 1, entry-level training for commercial truck
drivers in the Canadian province of Manitoba will
become mandatory, Manitoba Infrastructure Minister
Ron Schuler announced on March 26.
Manitoba’s mandatory entry-level training, or MELT,
will include 121.5 hours of training and be consistent
with the provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan.
“Our government is focused on public safety on
our roads and
highways in
“Our government is
this province,
focused on public safety
and mandatory
on our roads and highways training for new
truck drivers
in this province, and
mandatory training for new will make
Manitoba safer,”
truck drivers will make
Schuler said in
Manitoba safer.”
a news release.
– Manitoba Infrastructure Minister “Commercial
Ron Schuler truck drivers play
an important
role in moving our economy forward, and we are
focused on ensuring they have the necessary skills
and qualifications to do their job in a way that ensures
everyone is safe on the road.”
There will be a one-year deferral of new training
requirements for the agriculture sector. According to
the news release, the deferral will “allow for additional
consultations with the industry in order to determine
an appropriate phase-in strategy that mitigates impacts
on the start of the 2019 farming season.”
Current regulations in Manitoba allow an individual
to obtain a Class 1 commercial driver’s license by
successfully completing a written test and a practical
road test. There is no mandatory training required
before the test.
Manitoba is the fourth Canadian province to pass
mandatory entry-level education requirements for
commercial truck drivers.
Effective March 1, Alberta now requires
standardized, entry-level training for all new Class 1
and 2 commercial drivers.
Since March 15, Saskatchewan has required drivers
seeking Class 1 commercial licenses to undergo
mandatory training.
Ontario has had mandatory entry-level driver
training for commercial truckers since 2017. LL
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Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
LAND LINE 97

By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to everyone
involved in getting Ashanti
the dog reunited with her
owner safely and soundly. Ashanti ran
off during a routine rest break. After
frantically searching for an hour and
half, trucker Nick Gray of Jeddo,
Mich., had to get on with his load and
give up the search.
According to The Detroit News,
Nick’s brother, Jason, contacted the
Lawrence County Animal Helpers
group on Facebook. Before long, a
team of 15 rescuers came together to
scour the area. They put up flyers,
tracked down reported sightings, and
didn’t give up until Ashanti was finally
found 25 days later.
Ashanti and Nick are reunited, and
it wouldn’t have happened without the
help of a lot of nice folks. So thank
you to everyone who stepped up.
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RAZZBERRIES to the
Citizen’s Voice, a paper out of
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., for calling out
OOIDA’s lawsuit against the
Pennsylvania Turnpike in a recent
edition of its own “Cheers and Jeers”
column.
They jeered the lawsuit, calling out
OOIDA by name, saying that it will
“imperil improvements that would
expand access to more efficient and
environmentally friendly mass transit.”
The lawsuit, which OOIDA plans to
pursue in an appeal, claims that the
tolls are excessive and
unconstitutional and that toll road
money should be used on, well,
roads, not mass transit and other
nonroad-related projects. Seems like
common sense to us.
Perhaps a better question the
Citizen’s Voice should be asking is
how – when they have been collecting
outrageous tolls for so long – can the
Pennsylvania Turnpike still be billions
of dollars in debt? Putting the blame
on a recent lawsuit is a poor
scapegoat for decades of
mismanagement.

razz

berries
rr
RAZZBERRIES to the
Michigan State Police for
expanding their roadside drug
testing program statewide. It was
announced in March that a program
to collect saliva samples at roadside
from drivers suspected to be under
the influence of drugs would expand
from five counties in the pilot program
to every county statewide.
Apart from the cost and extra time
this thing will take at the side of the
road, at least one attorney told Land
Line that the science just isn’t there.
THC can be detected in your system
for months, but it doesn’t necessarily
mean you’re still being affected by it.
Throw in the money spent on
training officers and buying the kits,
you’re looking at a costly program
that is likely to yield little in the way of
real results.
RAZZBERRIES to California
State Sen. Nancy Skinner for
introducing a bill that could do
massive damage to the trucking
industry in that state.
The bill calls on the California Air
Resources Board to set a strategy for
medium- and heavy-duty vehicles in
the state to bring the state in line with
federal air quality standards. It also
calls for a 40 percent reduction of

motor vehicle greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030, and an
80 percent reduction by 2050.
Nowhere in the bill does it mention
the cost to the trucking industry and
whether or not such drastic
reductions are even possible in that
time. Nor does it address where,
exactly, Ms. Skinner thinks
Californians will get everything they
buy at stores and everything they
have at their homes if all of the trucks
are gone from the state.
We’re all for clean air, but we’re also
for a more realistic, less drastic
approach to getting there.
ROSES for everyone who
helped save the life of a truck
driver recently in Ottawa, Kan.
According to the Ottawa Police
Department, it happened at the
Love’s Truck Stop when a truck driver
from California had trouble with his
PICC line and was suffering from
severe, life-threatening bleeding. He
made it inside the Love’s store before
collapsing on the floor. That’s when
fellow truck driver Robert Thurlow and
a Love’s employee named Nicole
came to the rescue.
Nicole had studied to be a medical
assistant, and Thurlow was a former
Boy Scout. The pair made a
tourniquet from a tarp strap and a
T-shirt on the store shelves. Thurlow
applied the tourniquet while Nicole
got out the first-aid kit. They managed
to slow the bleeding until firstresponders got to the scene. The
man was taken to a nearby hospital
where he was stabilized.
A lot of people might have
panicked, but Robert and Nicole kept
their heads and, because of that, the
truck driver kept his life. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE
or a RAZZBERRY?
Email Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out Facebook.com/
RosesAndRazzberries.
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