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EDITOR’SPAGE
Jami Jones MANAGING EDITOR

Haymakers and hashtags
The frustration of professional,
career truckers has hit a level that
I haven’t seen in my nearly two
decades of covering the trucking
industry.
We’ve been through hellishly high
fuel prices and bottom-of-the-barrel
recession rates. We’ve endured
the spoils of over-eager emission
regulation that had truck engines
literally melting going down the
road. We’ve been through … never
mind. You get it. It hasn’t been all
sunshine and rainbows.

Amidst all the noise
and confusion the
ATA and other groups
are creating, OOIDA
plotted forward and
made a move to
change the one thing
all truckers hate – the
hours of service.
But, as society as a whole seems
to need a mood adjustment in
general, the exasperation of truck
drivers is at a record level. Or is it?
No, not at all.
Thing is, you have to go back
more than my tenured “couple of
decades.” Maybe back to 1973.
Truckers were beyond exasperated.
They were pissed.
Organizations formed. Truckers
protested. They went to D.C. They
made a lot of noise. Then when
they didn’t get instant gratification,
a lot of them gave up. They went
back trucking or just quit. Not all of
them, though.
Things are better because of the
resolve of Jim Johnston to stick it
10 LAND LINE

out and get OOIDA off the ground
and establish an organization built,
run and governed by actual truck
drivers.
That’s the cool thing about being
a part of OOIDA. We have the
history. We have the legacy. We
have the battle scars. We have the
satisfaction of knowing that we
are in the fight, and we aren’t ever
giving up.
That scares some people.
Especially the American Trucking
Associations. Lately they have been
on the attack against OOIDA, doing
everything from filing comments
against the Association’s request
for an exemption from the ELD
mandate for small-business truckers
to lashing out on Facebook.
The only thing I can compare
their strategy to right now is the bar
drunk who throws wild punches that
don’t connect with anything before
he ends up on the floor.
OOIDA Director of Security
Operations Doug Morris speaks for
all of us when he says he’s sick of
it. Unlike the flailing wild punches
ATA is throwing right now, Morris
lands a solid blow to ATA’s real
motives and delivers a haymaker
punch to the Trucking Alliance
while he’s at it. Check it out on
Page 12.
Amidst all the noise and confusion
the ATA and other groups are
creating, OOIDA plotted forward
and made a move to change the one
thing all truckers hate – the hours of
service. The HOS regs have evolved
over time driven by the agenda
of anti-trucking groups that wield
emotional ammunition to heap on
more regs and the profiteering mega
fleets who want to squeeze out
small-business truckers.

The collateral damage of too
rigid hours of service are the rising
truck-involved crash rates and the
race against the clock – consciously
or subconsciously – is making it
worse. See OOIDA’s plan of attack
on Page 22.
With the April 1 enforcement
deadline on the ELD mandate
looming, the swell of opposition
to the regulation has grown. Some
expected, some unexpected. Digital
Content Editor Greg Grisolano
updates you on Page 24.
I usually call Staff Writer Tyson
Fisher the “master of disaster”
because of his knack at reporting
on natural disasters. But, that may
have to change. I don’t know if
he has a flux capacitor or what,
but he’s definitely back from the
future with a couple of articles in
this issue. First check out his fuel
price outlook on Page 78 and then
flip over to Page 82 and check out
the truck of the future unveiled by
Kenworth.
Finally, let’s talk about hashtags.
I’m sure anyone who has been on
social media has seen them. Usually
people use them for less than their
intended purpose. I know I’m guilty
of using them for a punchline. Like
#seewhatIdidthere when I’m being
funny. But, hashtags really do have
a purpose and truckers are quickly
picking up on their usefulness to
further their causes.
Our social media coordinator,
or social media maven as we call
her, Kerry Evans-Spillman stepped
up and knocked out a hashtag
primer on Page 16. It explains
everything so you can join in on the
#meetREALtruckers movement and
help call for changes to the hours of
service regulation. LL
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Commentary
ATA, your true motives are showing

Doug Morris
OOIDA DIRECTOR
OF SECuRITY
OPERATIONS

On Feb. 1, the public comment period
ended for OOIDA’s request to exempt
small-business trucking companies from
the ELD mandate for a period of five
years. More than 4,000 comments were
submitted, with most of them supporting
the Association’s request. Twenty-five
members of Congress offered bipartisan
support for the exemption in a letter
submitted to the docket.

Seems to me that ATA’s position
changes based on the size of the
entities pursuing an exemption.
Most of these supporters reinforced the many logical
reasons for an exemption, many of which we specified,
while others offered additional sound justifications.
As I read the opposing comments, several jumped off
the page because they represented entities who failed to
comment on exemption requests from UPS, the Motion
Picture Association or any other company that would be
considered a large conglomerate/association. Basically,
anything that wasn’t a small business.
Not surprisingly, comments were posted by the American
Trucking Associations, which for some reason submitted
the same comments no less than seven times to the docket.
The other remarkable comments in opposition were joint
submissions from the Trucking Alliance and the Advocates
for Highway and Auto Safety.
The question I ask myself after reading the same old
rhetoric from these ELD supporters is why are they just
commenting on a small-business trucking exemption?
We all know that ELDs have nothing to do with safety. In
fact, an ATA member testified to that many years ago. The
aforementioned commenters represent many large truck
fleets, some of which are listed on the New York Stock
Exchange. Could this be a concerted effort by big business
to impose additional expenses, rules and regulations on
their small-business competitors? The only answer in my
mind is a resounding YES.
All of the duplicative comments from the ATA were

How to shareYOUR OPINION

vehemently opposed to FMCSA allowing any exemptions
for small business, but they trumpeted support for the
Truck Rental and Leasing Association’s (TRALA) ELD
exemption request, explaining in their public comments,
“it is important that FMCSA provide flexibility to motor
carriers.”
That’s a pretty straightforward justification. Yet in ATA’s
comments for a small-business exemption, they get very
technical and state, “31315 exemption authority effectively
allows the Agency to reassess its own safety judgments but
it does not allow it to reassess Congress’ judgment.” Seems
to me that ATA’s position changes based on the size of the
entities pursuing an exemption. It must be pointed out that
some of TRALA’s largest members also happen to be duespaying members of the ATA. It’s obvious to me that there
is a double standard.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that The Trucking
Alliance and the Advocates for Highway Auto Safety made
it a point to publish a joint news release touting their
opposition to a small-business ELD exemption after
posting their comments to the Federal Register. In that
news release, they vilify the trucking industry by saying
that “4,300 people were killed in trucking accidents in
2016, a 5 percent increase from the previous year.”
What the news release failed to mention was that
80 percent of those fatal accidents were not at the fault of
the commercial vehicle operator and had no fault attributed
whatsoever. This type of vilification happens without
impunity on a regular basis from people who say they are
representing trucking interests but in reality are trying to
destroy it.
It should come as no surprise the Trucking Alliance’s
website advocates for increases to the minimum insurance
requirements for trucking companies to operate on U.S.
highways. They also call for speed limiters because their
members have been using them for years and conversely
they feel everyone else should install them as well.
They defend these blatant attempts to increase costs and
diminish the productivity of small business as “leveling
the playing field,” as if the playing field doesn’t already
dramatically benefit corporate motor carriers.
The bottom line is it’s obvious that there is a real effort
to try to put small-business truckers either out of business
or behind the wheel of a megacarrier’s truck. LL



have a comment, special concern? Agree or disagree with an editorial? Mail us or email us. send to letters to the editor,
Land Line Magazine, P.o. box 1000, grain valley, Mo 64029 or fax to 816-443-2227. If you would like to email a letter to
the editor for use in Land Line Magazine and/or the Land Line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to letters@landlineMag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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Few answers provided regarding
‘hack’ into FMCSA registry website
As of press time, more than two months
had passed since the FMCSA National
Registry of Certiﬁed Medical Examiners
Mark Schremmer
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
website was hacked.
During this span, little
progress has been made
The agency’s
to restore the website to
decision to not
full functionality. Even
answer questions
fewer answers have been
regarding the
provided.
impact on drivers
Other than admitting that
the Dec. 1 hack took place,
and medical
the agency has been mostly
examiners is
silent on the situation.
puzzling at best.
The 79-word statement
sent to Land Line on
Jan. 5 revealed that there
had been “unauthorized access to the system,” but the
agency said its initial investigation determined “there was
no evidence of exposure of the personal information of
drivers, medical examiners, or motor carrier operators.”
The FMCSA said the incident remained under investigation
and that the agency was “working diligently to restore all
impacted services to full functionality.”
Almost another month had passed without additional
comment from the FMCSA.
No timeline has been provided for when the site is
expected to be working again. In addition, the FMCSA
has declined to answer any questions regarding the
investigation or the potential problems that the site’s outage
has caused to truck drivers and certiﬁed medical examiners.
■ How long was the website compromised?
■ What factors make the agency conﬁdent that there was
no exposure to the drivers’ or motor carriers’ personal
information?
■ Who is conducting the investigation?
■ Will the ﬁndings of the investigation be released to the
public?

■ What steps are being taken to prevent a future breach?
■ Should drivers feel conﬁdent that their personal
information is safe from future cyber attacks?
■ Is there any indication of who hacked the site or what
motivated the breach?
■ Have any arrests been made?
■ How will the breach or the fact that the site has not been
fully operational for two months impact truck drivers?
■ How much of a backlog has been created as CMEs are
forced to hold on to the results of the DOT physicals
until the site is operational?
■ Will the site’s outage impact CMEs who are due to be
retrained?
All of these questions remained unanswered as of press
time.
Additionally, the backlog of DOT physicals waiting to
be submitted was estimated at more than 500,000. As of
Feb. 8, the FMCSA was still encouraging certiﬁed medical
examiners to be prepared to upload the results when the
system comes back online.
Each day the site remains down, the number increases.
If the site is still down by the time you’re reading this,
the number of backlogged physicals could easily be
approaching 1 million.
While the problem is glaring, the answers remain few and
far between.
The lack of transparency is alarming. While there may
be details of the investigation that can’t yet be revealed,
the agency’s decision to not answer questions regarding
the impact on drivers and medical examiners is puzzling at
best.
Truck drivers, motor carriers, and certiﬁed medical
examiners deserve to know for sure that their personal
information is protected, and they need to be provided
detailed information about how to proceed until the site is
working again.
It’s time for the agency’s silence to end. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
MARCH 24, 1924
John “Jack” Mack, the co-founder of what is now known as Mack
Trucks, died in a car accident with a trolley in Pennsylvania at
the age of 59, according to Mack Trucks historical Museum. The
company was founded by Jack and gus Mack and was originally
known as the Mack brothers Co.

MARCH 9, 1985
The first Adopt-a-highway sign was erected on u.s. highway 69
in Texas. The program was started by the Texas department of
Transportation to keep roadways clean. The highway was adopted
by the Tyler Civitan Club, which committed to picking up trash
along a two-mile stretch of the highway.

MARCH 1972
The Mid-America Trucking show began with 83 exhibitors and
4,000 visitors in attendance at the original Kentucky Fair and
exposition Center in louisville. The annual trucking show now
attracts more than 75,000 attendees and 1,000 exhibitors
each year.

MARCH 23, 2017
The owner-operator Independent drivers Association launches its
Knock out bad Regs campaign at the Mid-America Trucking show
in louisville, Ky. As part of the campaign, ooIdA asked truck
drivers to identify the regulations that have been the most harmful
to them and their business. LL
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In Memory

Remembering Jim Johnston
Those who had the good fortune of knowing and working
with Jim Johnston received a front row seat to his leadership,
passion, and integrity. But for every person the longtime
OOIDA president and CEO knew personally, there were
thousands of truckers’ lives he affected without ever meeting.
The vastness of that impact was felt following Johnston’s
death on Jan. 8, when truckers from coast to coast shared
fond memories and offered condolences for a man who
dedicated his life to fighting for the rights of the men and
women in the driver’s seat.
We felt it fitting to share some of the kind words we
received, as we honor the legacy of Jim Johnston and
continue the mission of OOIDA.
Thanks for fighting the good fight! And sticking
up for the common man. May God bless you and
console your family. – Edward Richard

~
Jim was a great American and hero to small trucking
operators, a lifetime of dedication to helping the
small operator and truckers. He understood, he got
it – the need to fight overregulation and overreach
by government agencies and big businesses trying
to drive out the small independent trucker. He will
be missed. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his
family and the staff at OOIDA. – Gary Van Sickle,
Van Sickle Trucking

“

We have lost a giant of a man. We
should always try and live up to his
example. It takes a very special person
to consistently hold the bar up as high
as Jim did, and at the same time help
others to clear it! It’s frightening to
imagine what our industry would have
looked like without his perseverance.
I’m very proud to be a senior member
of his organization. May we all carry on
his altruistic spirit. Rest in peace. You
will always be rollin’ thunder.
Ð Donald C. Durand

”
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Thank you, sir, for your tireless efforts to make life better
for owner-operators. So many battles won, so many more
to fight. You have built an amazing organization that will
continue to passionately pursue the interests of owneroperators as your living legacy for as long as owneroperators drive on America’s roads. – Wade Haught,
LTG Transportation

~
Don’t think anyone has done more for owner-operators in
their lifetime. A good man with a lot of passion for life.
– Ron Grahf, Zurich Insurance Co.
~

Jim was a pioneer in trucking and never
stopped fighting or speaking up for the rights
of all truck drivers. The trucking industry has
lost a true legend in his passing. I just hope
the torch he passed along will continue with
Jim’s values. Rest in peace, Mr. Johnston.
You will definitely be missed by many across
America. – Randal Wells
MARCH/APRIL 2018

“
***
We lost a great friend today. May his
passion for truckers’ rights live on.
– Doug Weber
You will be dearly missed. You are a
gentleman and a patriot. Thank you for
all you have done for us.
– Mike Broaddus

~

Thank you for your service, Mr. Johnston. Your commitment, vision
and efforts have made trucking better for millions of drivers and
their families for these many decades and beyond. We have been
able to place continued confidence in OOIDA because of the high
standards, the straight-dealing ways, the quality of the staff, and
the consistent integrity of the actions there. In a world where it is
“buyer beware,” you built a group that stands out as trustworthy.
Your example. We can recall the stances that you took, how you
celebrated the little guy, and we can model that to continue the
fight for the American trucker. You have built a good team, and
inspired many of us, so that we will carry on together. R.I.P.
– Danny Schnautz, Clark Freight Lines, Pasadena, Texas

A sad day for the American
trucker. He has been a tireless
advocate for us. Rest in peace.
Thoughts and prayers to your family.
– Jimmy Nash

~
Condolences to OOIDA and Mr. Jim’s family. He was true
old school. He knew what was right to fight. You will be
missed sir! – Matthew Brehm
~
Jim, when I met you for the first time you were larger than
life. You made me feel right at home. You will be greatly
missed by us all, past, present and future members. Thank
you. – George Odell
~
True leader of our only voice in Washington. Thank you for
all you have done for the independent truckers of America.
Rest in peace and happy trails. – Denis Fuqua
~
I only spoke to Jim one time. My question was this: Why
is OOIDA not the same to trucking that the NRA is to gun
owners? I believe his answer was “now that’s almost the
same question I’ve asked myself many times.” Few have
done more for the trucking industry. To everyone in Grain
Valley, his family, board members, etc., I am so sorry for the
pain you are going through. I am glad his battle is over. He
deserves to be at peace, and now he is. – Valri Purdy

”

***
Jim made owner-operators real people and gained them
industry-wide respect. You always knew where he stood and
why. He was a tireless champion for the owner-operator.
It will be difficult for that voice to ever be fully replaced.
Godspeed, Jim. Truck on. – Len Dunman
~
On behalf of everyone here at TA/Petro, our deepest
condolences on the passing of Jim Johnston. Jim was
dedicated to the rights and well-being of professional
drivers. We know he touched the lives of so many
independent drivers because so many OOIDA members are
our customers – and they would always speak so highly of
Jim and of OOIDA. R.I.P., Jim on a life so dedicated to the
betterment of others. – Tom Liutkus, TravelCenters
of America
~

Rest in peace, Jim. You fought a long hard
battle for all of us drivers. Your numerous
victories are truly appreciated by me. Your
courage to take on all who were determined to
regulate our industry negatively is remarkable.
You are one of the few that really made a
difference in this world. Many thanks, Jim.
– Doug Baird, Belen, N.M.

~
I was shocked to hear about Jim’s passing. We are definitely
going to miss him as a driving force. Hope his last trip up to
the ultimate destination is smooth without any hitches. Jim,
thanks for everything you have done. – Gary Konen

~
This was one of the most gentle-hearted men I have ever
met. There is not one trucker, present or former, that has
not benefitted from his passion and hard work on behalf of
truckers. R.I.P., Jim, and thank you for everything!
– Carolyn Jefferson-Jewell

~
Thank you Jim for standing up for all of us. I know that
from all of your hard work, OOIDA will always be there for
us. – Daren Keats

~
My sincerest condolences to Jim’s family, friends, and the
OOIDA staff. Thank you Jim for being a mentor to so many
people. – Brenda Guffey
Continued on Page 19
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What the heck is a hashtag?
When you’re using certain social media platforms and you add the
pound sign or a hashtag in front of a word or phrase you write in your
post, that pound sign creates an instant link.
That link then becomes a search tool you can use to connect and
engage online.
For example, take a moment to visit Twitter and type
#meetREALtruckers into the search bar.
Now you’re looking at tweets about OOIDA’s letter to President
Trump (@POTUS @realDonaldTrump) asking him to talk to people who
actually drive the trucks and operate small trucking businesses about
the ELD mandate. While that’s one example, that particular hashtag
also resonates
beyond meeting
with President
Trump. Truckers
are using it to call
for meetings with
their lawmakers
and regulators with
federal agencies.
Not only do
you instantly
have access to tweets or posts on that specific topic, if you tweet
#FixHOS4Safety or #KnockOutBadRegs, others will be able to quickly
find you and more like you who are interested in following those matters.
If enough people are tweeting or posting, using a specific hashtag,
that word or term could end up as a top trending topic, making it more
visible on social platforms, reaching more people.
When you influence a bigger audience, there’s a higher chance your
cause will get attention and action from those who have the resources to
affect significant changes.
Hashtags aren’t something to be dismissed as just a passing fad the
kids use to keep up with their favorite reality stars.
They’re an important modern tool you can use to boost the visibility of
issues that concern you or to follow the latest happenings in the trucking
industry. LL
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Remembering Jim Johnston
From Page 15

I was saddened to learn of the passing
of a trucking industry giant – my
friend, Jim Johnson. I had the pleasure
of getting to know Jim and others in
the OOIDA staff family in the 1990s,
when I headed the National Private
Truck Council. I always, always
found Jim to be a man of his word
even though, at times, we were on
the opposite sides of an issue. He was
a remarkable fighter for his owneroperator members and the ultimate
entrepreneur with the development
of products and services that
supplemented the strong advocacy that

“

Your vision and drive to
create OOIDA is a great
one that will be carried
on by the members.
Rest well, Jim. We’ll
take it from here.

”

Ð Michael Frybarger

he and his colleagues demonstrated
for his members. I enjoyed several
visits to HQ at Grain Valley and Jim’s
hospitality during such visits. The
world – and the trucking industry
specifically – is diminished by his
passing.
– John McQuaid, Elverson, Pa.

~
A man of great work ethic for our
trucking industry. Many thanks for
all his efforts fighting for us. You
will be greatly missed, Jim, but never
forgotten. Rest in peace, our friend.
– Terry Morrison, Dreemers
Transport, LLC
~
I first met Jim when I worked for
California Trucking Association well
over two decades ago, and our paths
crossed periodically through the years.
He was a true gentleman who was
devoted to our industry and had a deep
MARCH/APRIL 2018

love of our country. Another industry
icon gone, but never forgotten by
those who were privileged to meet
him. My condolences to the OOIDA
family.
– Karen Rasmussen, president and
CEO of HELP Inc., provider of
PrePass Services

~
Thank you Jim. We will never forget
you and your vision and everything
you have done for us owner-operators
out here. You gave us a purpose and
vision no one else could, all with
an old-school, million-dollar smile
Thanks again. Rest in peace. I know
you will. Good people always do.
– Ollie Bundy
~
As a member since 2004 and living
miles from anywhere, I never met Jim,
but my admiration of the man and his
accomplishments has been a constant
in my trucking life. I knew he was
my friend, and I tried to always be a
faithful follower and grateful user of
his advice and counsel. His vision of
our needs and his genius for finding
the solutions should stand as a beacon
for every man who loves trucking.
– Richard Leffingwell
~
It gives me great pleasure to say that I
am proud to be a life member of such
a well-run organization created by a
gentleman with a dream of making the
lives of truck owner-operators, as well
as truck drivers a better occupation
to be in. I would hate to see what
we would be faced with if it had not
been for Jim Johnston’s dream to
make it better. What a job he and his
organization have done! I am sure that
the OOIDA team that is in place now
and in the future will do Jim proud.
R.I.P. Jim.
– Brian Snell LL

A celebration of Jim’s life will
be held at the Mid-America
Trucking Show. Watch for
details and updates on
LandLineMag.com.
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OOIDA issues Call to Action asking
members to call Freedom Caucus
chair over ELDs
All I do now is rush, rush, rush. I go fuel, I rush.
I go drop, I rush. I go pick up, I rush. Now I don’t even
have time to use the restroom. Where’s the safety here?
This ELD mandate has nothing to do with safety.
Moe Ismael
I drive more fatigued now than I did on paper and getting
less miles. I’m gone from home a lot more due to the long
waits to get loaded and unloaded. I spend four-to-six hours
a day on duty just sitting. The 14-hour rule needs to go.
Billy Franks
These ELDs have and will change things to the exact
minute. Every precious minute counts now. Drivers will be
in a bigger hurry. They may have driven 5-10 mph slower
than the speed limit, but now have to drive the speed limit.
Tempers will be getting hotter when places take longer to
load/unload.
Richard Davis
If we went back 30 years to the old 16 hours and an
8-hour rest break in 24 hours, it wouldn’t be bad. And we
were able to split our sleeper birth. Wouldn’t this be nice
for everyone?
Gary Klampe

Deadline to submit comments on
OOIDA’s ELD exemption is Feb. 1
With this e-log, I can’t sit down to eat, can’t stop to
shower, the stupid 14-hour rule is ticking. That’s what’s
hurting. Change it to an 18-hour rule, and things would be
better. Leave the 11 hours for driving alone. That leaves
seven hours for loading, unloading, eating, showering,
fueling and maybe even take a nap. Really simple.
David J. Cornell
Nothing safe about racing a clock that counts down
minutes in your face. You can’t stop and take a nap if you
are feeling tired.
Jamie Roche
Been driving for 10 years and not one crash. I don’t want
or need a babysitter. If I wanted that, I’d stay home.

Allen Self
CRST says trainee didn’t provide
prescription stating he required a service dog
I have a service dog, and she has been with me for the
same symptoms and has been a great help to me… Some
of these companies are taking full advantage of drivers,
and they think they own them.
Dale Terrance Graham

Truckers SPEAKOUT
Land Line offers polls on its website at LandLineMag.com
to gauge truckers’ opinions on issues of interest. Here are
some recent polls and their results.

No, and I have been waiting weeks .......................... 9%
Have not bought or ordered one ...........................41%

In the past 12 months, how many times did you
run out of hours before you could find a
legal place to park?
Never...................................................................26%
1-10 times ...........................................................43%
11-20 times .........................................................12%
More than 20 times ..............................................19%

Do you use a voice activated personal assistant
(such as Siri, Alexa, Echo, bixby or others)
while on the road?
No. I may talk to my truck, but it doesn’t respond
like that ................................................................91%
Yes, it is sometimes handy ...................................... 3%
Yes, I use it a lot...................................................... 6%

Are you having more or less trouble
(in late December) finding parking since the
ELD mandate took effect?
More trouble ........................................................71%
Less trouble ............................................................ 4%
I do not notice a difference ...................................25%

Do you worry about job security or the government
monitoring your social media content?
No, but I keep it pretty clean.................................31%
No, it is my life, and I can do what I want .............15%
No, never thought about it ....................................15%
Yes, I watch every word ........................................39%

Has the ELD you ordered been delivered yet
(as of mid-January)?
Yes ......................................................................44%
No, but I just barely ordered it ................................. 6%

Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click
in one of the circles to indicate the answer that best ﬁts your
opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you upto-date results, with your opinion included.
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NFIB files comments in support
of OOIDA’s ELD exemption request
As a fleet manager, I’ve watched my drivers’ health go
downhill from stress and loss of sleep due to the ELD. I’ve
personally lost a couple of my side jobs because of lack of
sleep as I try to figure out why the ELD is malfunctioning
horribly and trying to contact the manufacturer for some
help with their device. I’m a technology geek, and this has
me stumped.
Miranda Heinrich
SikhsPAC ELD exemption
request opens for public comment
Look at it this way, folks: the more exemptions filed, the
more it may start getting into their heads that this is not a
one-size-fits-all industry.
Jeff Fitzgerald
NTSB to investigate another Tesla autopilot crash
They must not have had an e-log or this would not have
happened!
Linda Kauffman
Officials in seven states single
out trucks, other traffic in left lanes
They need to double that fine for all four-wheelers that love
to camp out in the left lane! It’s not just trucks.
Richard Dickey

If the left-lane truck can’t get past the right-lane truck in
the two miles allotted, they both deserve a ticket. Just what
is the mindset of the right-lane driver?
Doug Smith
If you are not impeding the flow of traffic, we should have
the right to use whatever lane is available. There are too
many people – four-wheelers and so-called truck drivers –
that do not move over.
Jeanne Gilmore Dedrick
No trucks in left lane, trucking will proceed as fast as the
slowest truck in the right lane.
Sean Bachman
FHWA fines New York $14 million for I ♥ NY signs
New York spent a lot of money on all those signs and to
install them. Could have been spent on roads and bridges.
Barbara Brookens
Tandem Thoughts: Two pro-ELD Arkansas lawmakers
get a lunch for their trouble
If they were concerned about safety, maybe they need
to look at these carriers putting people in 80,000-pound
vehicles with little to no experience.
Nitewolf

Over 90 vendor discount programs available to
OOIDA Members plus great rates on truck insurance,
medical benefits, fuel card and more.
BECOME A MEMBER. Call 800-444-5791 or join online at www.ooida.com!
Representation • Truck Insurance • Medical Benefits • Business Services • Information
Fuel Card • Product Discounts • Drug & Alcohol Testing ...and much more!
MARCH/APRIL 2018

LAND LINE 21

#meetREALtruckers
By Jami Jones, managing editor

C

Land Line file photos

ountering a trend of increasing
rigidness in regulations that
subsequently are not improving
the crash rates on the highways, the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association filed a petition in midFebruary calling for a reform of the
hours-of-service regulations.
OOIDA submitted the formal
petition on Feb. 13 with U.S.
Department of Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao and Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration
Deputy Administrator Cathy
Gautreaux.
“The lack of flexibility in the hours
of service regulations has always been
a glaring fault,” OOIDA Acting
President Todd Spencer told Land
Line Now. “Until now, there hasn’t
been much willingness to open up this
discussion. We know from previous
experience that hours-of-service
discussions are always all over the
map, and you have all kinds of entities
that want to jump into the fray –

entities that are clueless about what
trucks and truckers do.”
The calls for hours-of-service
reform have grown louder with each
incarnation of the regulations the
agency rolled out starting back in
2005. However, the implementation of
the electronic logging mandate has
brought the calls for reform to a fever
pitch when yet another layer of
rigidness was heaped on drivers’ time
management.
“There can be no denying that the
implementation of the electronic
logging mandate has just totally
up-ended transportation, up-ended
schedules, up-ended shippers and
receivers. It’s certainly a wake-up call
and certainly should be a wake-up call
for the appropriate agencies to address
real issues,” Spencer said.
That’s why OOIDA penned the
petition calling on the agency
to reopen the hours-of-service
regulations with a focus on giving
truckers more opportunity to stop and
rest and increasing flexibility in the
rule.
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OOIDA goes on the attack against unsafe overregulation, calling for reform to
the hours-of-service regs that will give drivers more rest and more flexibility.
“Trucking is heavily regulated, and
many of the regulations are strictly
enforced. Yet highway safety is
getting worse, not better. Perhaps it’s
time for a new approach, one that
involves more input from truckers
with millions of miles of safe driving
experience and less input from those
with little to no experience behind
the wheel of a truck,” the petition
states.
That new approach, driven by the
calls of actual truck drivers and not
so-called safety groups or megafleet
special interest groups, must start
with the hours-of-service regulations.
“Over the years, DOT has
significantly changed the HOS
regulations. The current regulations
are overly complex, provide no
flexibility, and in no way reflect the
physical capabilities or limitations
of individual drivers,” the petition
states.
“They force drivers to be on the
road when they are tired or fatigued,
during busy travel times and adverse
weather and road conditions, or
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“The goal of
regulations should
be to encourage safe
operation, not throw
roadblocks up to it.”
– OOIDA Acting President Todd Spencer

when they simply aren’t feeling
well. In short, the current HOS
regulations force truckers to comply
with a regulatory framework that
jeopardizes their safety and the
safety of the traveling public.”
OOIDA’s petition targets the
14-hour on-duty clock and the
30-minute rest break.
Truckers have long contended
with the disastrous effects of the
rigid 14-hour ticking time bomb of
on-duty time. Forced to continue
working and maybe even driving
when weather, traffic or their own
personal physical conditions would
dictate otherwise, drivers have long

called for flexibility in the 14-hour
clock.
To tackle this, OOIDA asks the
agency to consider revisions to
address the inability of drivers to
stop the 14-hour clock.
The petition suggests the
regulations be modified to allow
drivers to take a rest break once per
14-hour duty period for up to three
consecutive hours as long as the
driver is off-duty.
OOIDA leadership points out that
drivers could use the ability to stop
the clock to avoid periods of high
congestion or bad weather. That
time would be off-duty, allowing the
driver to take an extended rest break
during the day without pushing
through fatigue because of the
unrelenting 14-hour on-duty clock.
“We believe it is in the interest
of highway safety that drivers have
meaningful breaks that actually can
refresh them, that can make their
jobs easier and roads safer,” Spencer
said. “We hear ‘plan your trip’
Continued on Page 101
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New fronts emerge in the fight against ELD mandate
With ELD enforcement set to ramp up on
April 1, lawmakers at the state and federal
level continue to push for relief from the
burdensome mandate.
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

State lawmakers call for ELD relief
At press time, several bills had already been filed in at least
three states, with more potentially on the way.
In Tennessee, a bill under consideration in both branches
of the statehouse would blunt the impact of the ELD
mandate by banning state funds from being used in
enforcement.
Sponsored by Rep. Dale Carr, R-Sevierville, HB1962
“prohibits the expenditure of state funds to implement
or enforce electronic logging device regulations” in the
Volunteer State. A companion bill, SB 1936, was also
introduced in the Tennessee Senate by Sen. Frank Niceley,
R-Strawberry Plains.
If approved and signed into law, the bills would decrease
state expenditures by more than $608,000. A fiscal summary
of the proposal notes that failure to comply with the federal
regulation on electronic logs would reduce federal funding
by $4.05 million in fiscal year 2018-19.
The effort is part of a broader campaign some state
lawmakers around the nation are undertaking to oppose
the mandate. On Feb. 2, South Dakota’s state legislature
introduced a resolution calling on Congress to repeal the
ELD mandate.
Freshman Sen. Jordan Youngberg, R-Madison, said he
sponsored the joint resolution, which has the support of
34 of the state’s 35 state senators and 28 of its 70 state
representatives, because “it’s a one-size-fits-all mandate for
an industry that is everything but one size.”
“That was my reasoning behind the resolution,”
Youngberg said in an interview with Land Line Now.
“There’s no teeth that come with a resolution, but I hope
that (Congress) can just hear from around the United States
that this is something that really needs to be worked on.”
A similar resolution was introduced in Missouri’s House
of Representatives in February, by Rep. Robert Ross.
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In Idaho, Sen. Mark Harris, R-Soda Springs, put forth
a joint resolution asking the U.S. DOT and FMCSA to
“permanently exempt” Idaho-domiciled carriers who
transport livestock and agriculture commodities from the
mandate. Among the reasons cited for opposition to the
mandate are increased costs, lower efficiency and regulatory
and economic hardship for small business truckers.
“We will do all we can here in Idaho to help with this
issue,” he wrote.

In Congress
A group of 25 Congressional lawmakers threw their support
behind OOIDA’s ELD exemption request, which would
exempt small motor carriers with exemplary safety records
from the ELD mandate.
Rep. Brian Babin, R-Texas, and his colleague, Rep. Steve
King, R-Iowa, gathered an additional 23 lawmakers in
support of OOIDA’s exemption request. The signatures on
the letter include 24 Republicans, and one Democrat, Rep.
Collin Peterson of Minnesota. The group sent a letter in
support of the request to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration.
OOIDA is asking FMCSA for a five-year exemption
to allow small trucking carriers that do not have an
“unsatisfactory” safety rating and can document a proven
history of safety performance without attributable at-fault
crashes to be allowed to continue to use paper logs rather
than ELDs. The agency is still considering whether to grant
the exemption request.
Babin’s letter also calls upon FMCSA Deputy
Administrator Cathy Gautreaux to issue a 90-day relief
period for all trucking sectors, while the agency “continues
to examine and adjudicate the numerous applications for
exemptions and waivers.”
“We thank the representatives, especially Congressmen
Babin and King, for recognizing that small-business
truckers that have already proven their ability to operate
safely should not be subject to purchasing costly, unproven
and uncertified devices,” OOIDA Acting President Todd
Spencer said following the letter’s publication. LL
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T

ruckers aren’t the only ones continuing to fight for a
repeal of the ELD mandate. With the “soft” enforcement
scheduled to end April 1, Congressional lawmakers and
those in several statehouses have been taking aim at the
burdensome regulation with a series of bills, resolutions and
showings of support for the concerns of truckers.
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UCR fees due for 2018,
enforcement to begin April 5
By Jami Jones, managing editor

Sliding in under the proverbial endof-the-year wire, the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration finalized
the Unified Carrier Registration fees
for 2018 and 2019 late Dec. 29.
Members of the UCR board were
notified late on the last business day
of 2017 that the agency had submitted
a direct final rule to the Office of the
Federal Register to be published as
soon as possible. The notice published
Jan. 5.
Since 2016, motor carriers paying
into the UCR program have overpaid
the revenue due to the 41 participating
states. The UCR board recommended
reducing the fees for 2018 back in
March 2017. However, the agency
did not finalize and publish the
recommended reduction until year’s
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end – after a lawsuit was filed and the
state of Texas made claims of being
owed money it was receiving annually
from the program.
The final rule distributed to UCR
board members says the lawsuit did
not cite any statute – because there
isn’t one according to FMCSA – that
restricts the agency from moving
forward with finalizing the fees. The
agency also states, basically, in the
final rule that Texas’ claims would be
sorted out later. In short, the fees had
to be set, and the rule does so.
Small operations will see minimal
decreases in 2018 and 2019. For
example, in 2017, operations with up
to two trucks paid $76. There will be
a $7 decrease from 2017 for 2018, and
2019 fees will slightly increase from
2018 but will still be lower than in
2017.

The 2018 fees:
NumbEr of TruCkS
fEE
0-2 ............................................ $69
3-5 ..........................................$206
6-20 ........................................$410
21-100.................................$1,431
101-1,000 ...........................$6,820
1,001 and above................$66,597
Fees for 2019:
NumbEr of TruCkS
fEE
0-2 ............................................ $73
3-5 ..........................................$217
6-20 ........................................$431
21-100.................................$1,503
101-1,000 ...........................$7,165
1,001 and above................$69,971
The fees went into effect on Jan.
5. Enforcement for nonpayment
has been recommended by the
UCR Board to begin April 5. LL
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An Inspector General study reveals
what truckers have known all along:
Detention time costs truckers billions
in lost revenue and decreases safety.

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

E

lectronic logging devices and hours of service
regulations are causing a variety of issues for truckers,
and driver detention just exacerbates those problems.
A recently released study by the U.S. Department of
Transportation quantifies the consequences of delays
occurring before loading and unloading. Long story short:
Driver detention creates a safety issue and is costing drivers
more than $1 billion each year.
In a report mandated by the Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation Act of 2015, the U.S. DOT’s Office of
Inspector General found that a 15-minute increase in
average dwell time increases the average expected crash
rate by 6.2 percent. Based on 2013 crash data of 104,318
crashes that year, a 6.2 percent increase would result in
approximately 6,500 more crashes.
An increase in crashes may be the result of drivers trying
to make up for lost time or being fatigued after waiting
at a dock for too long. In a memorandum from Assistant
Inspector General Barry DeWeese to the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration dated Jan. 31, DeWeese cited
research that suggests just that.
“The research also indicated that drivers who experience
detention may also drive unsafely due to fatigue or desire
to recover lost income – increasing the risk of crashes that
result in fatalities, injuries, and financial costs,” DeWeese
wrote in the letter.
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In terms of costs, for-hire commercial motor vehicle
drivers lose between $1.1 billion and $1.3 billion in annual
earnings because of detention time. That comes out to
$1,281 to $1,534 per driver per year, according to the
report. Motor carriers lose $250.6 million to $302.9 million
in net income each year.
Although some motor carriers charge shippers detention
fees and pass some of that down to the drivers, most do the
opposite. The report cites a 2015 American Transportation
Research Institute survey that reveals about 60 percent of
carriers passed “some portion of these fees to their drivers.”
Additionally, 37
percent of respondents
In terms of costs, for-hire
to a 2014 Ownercommercial motor vehicle
Operator Independent
drivers lose between
Drivers Association
$1.1 billion and $1.3 billion study reported that
they receive no
in annual earnings
because of detention time. compensation for
detention time.
While the data
reflects what many drivers have been complaining about
for years, actual numbers could vary up or down. In the
report, the U.S. DOT notes “accurate industrywide data
on driver detention do not currently exist because most
industry stakeholders measure only time spent at a shipper
or receiver’s facility beyond the limit established in
shipping contracts.” As a result, the DOT recommends that
FMCSA improves its collection of data on driver detention.
To support its claim of insufficient data, the report refers
to a 2014 FMCSA study on detention time that used data
from only 29 medium and large carriers and two small
carriers. The DOT pointed out that the vast majority of
motor carriers have three or fewer trucks. FMCSA has
relied on a voluntary reporting form on its website for data.
Despite the insufficiency of the data collection method,
FMCSA had no plans to improve the collection process for
detention data, stating that it is an industry problem, not
theirs.
“According to an FMCSA official, the costs of rigorous
data collection and analysis would likely outweigh the
benefit, and the Agency primarily views detention as
a market efficiency problem best addressed by private
industry rather than through government action,” the report
says.
FMCSA plans to address data collection
recommendations by engaging industry stakeholders to
discuss potential methods to collect representative data
on the frequency and severity of driver detention times,
according to the report. FMCSA plans to implement the
recommendation by Dec. 31, 2019. LL
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The disastrous results of detention

Senate confirms martinez as fmCSA administrator
By Land Line staff

Ray Martinez, the former head
of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission, is now the latest director
of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration.
Martinez’s appointment to become
the sixth director in the agency’s
history was confirmed via voice
vote by the Senate on Feb. 13. He
previously received unanimous
approval from the Senate Committee
on Commerce, Science and
Transportation.
Last October, Sen. Ted Cruz,
R-Texas, questioned Martinez
extensively during his confirmation
hearing about the impending ELD
mandate.
Martinez said the ELDs were legally
required, but he was open to hearing
the downside of the regulation.
“If confirmed, I would look forward
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to working with industry and all
stakeholders – safety, advocates
and particularly impacted sectors of
commerce. I have heard this rule could
cause serious hardship to some small,
independent truck drivers, particularly
those working in the agricultural
sector, so I would want to meet with
those involved in those areas who are
opposed to the rule to learn more about
their concerns.”
The Senate committee held
Martinez’s confirmation vote Feb. 13
in an executive session. His nomination
was approved unanimously.
“We’re pleased an administrator is
in place and look forward to working
with Mr. Martinez and his staff,”
said Collin Long, OOIDA’s senior
director of legislative affairs. “We’re
hopeful the administrator will prioritize
engaging with OOIDA to better
understand and address the needs of
real truckers.”

FEDUP

Martinez previously served
in a variety of government- and
transportation-related roles, including
as the chairman and chief administrator
of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission and a member of the New
Jersey State Planning Commission.
Before his nomination by then-Gov.
Chris Christie to lead the New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission, Martinez
was most recently the deputy U.S.
chief of protocol and diplomatic affairs
for the U.S. Department of State and
the White House. He was responsible
for managing five operational
divisions: diplomatic affairs, foreign
visits, ceremonial events, Blair House,
and administration.
Martinez received his bachelor
of arts degree from Long Island
University/C.W. Post College, in
Brookville, N.Y., and is a graduate of
St. John’s University School of Law.
He lives in Monmouth County, N.J. LL
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President Trump releases infrastructure
plan, including new funding details
The White House finally unveiled its
infrastructure plan, which paves the way for
more tolls and commercialized rest areas.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

A

fter taking a back seat to other policies, including
health care, tax reform and immigration, President
Donald Trump has finally released his infrastructure plan.
According to the official document, the plan is expected to
stimulate at least $1.5 trillion in new investment over 10
years.

Funding and financing
infrastructure improvements

and manufacturing prices skyrocket to account for these
new costs,” said Stephanie Kane, a spokeswoman for
the Alliance for Toll-Free Interstates. “This plan is not
innovative or good policy – it is simply a nationwide plan
for #TrumpTolls.”
Trump’s plan also calls for more flexibility to
commercialize interstate rest areas. Recently, Natso,
a professional association of independent truck stops,
released a study suggesting commercializing public rest
areas will reduce truck parking spaces.
“Commercialization allows the government to hand-pick
one company to operate exclusively at the state rest areas.
This company behaves as a monopoly simply by virtue of
its location on the highway shoulder or median,” Natso
President and CEO Lisa Mullings said in a statement.

Infrastructure permitting streamlined
The federal government will rely on state/local
governments and private investment to lead the way. A
total of $200 billion in federal funding will be allocated to
five separate infrastructure programs.
Accounting for half the funding at $100 billion, a new
program called the Incentives Program will be established.
Essentially, this will encourage states to initiate projects
that will draw money from sources other than the federal
government while being held accountable for hitting
specific, measurable milestones.
With applications accepted every six months, applicants
must consider six evaluation criteria. Nearly three-quarters
of the weight of the application is based on taking the
federal government off the hook for maintenance costs and
future infrastructure funding.
Keeping his promise to a large portion of his base – rural
voters – Trump’s plan includes the Rural Infrastructure
Program. According to the plan, this will “spur prosperous
rural economies, facilitate freight movement, improve
access to reliable and affordable transportation options, and
enhance health and safety for residents and businesses.”

Additional provisions for
infrastructure improvements
Provisions under this section will incentivize and
remove barriers to the development and improvement of
transportation infrastructure, and may prove to be the most
controversial among many transportation stakeholders.
One provision allows states more flexibility in tolling.
“In addition to the diversion onto secondary roads,
which causes congestion and public safety issues, tolls
will do unimaginable harm to businesses, as shipping
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President Trump has been a critic of the permit process
necessary for building. His infrastructure plan will create
an expedited structure for environmental reviews while
giving states more decision-making. Essentially, Trump
will be reducing the amount of hands in the proverbial
cookie jar.
If signed into law, the plan will include a “one
agency, one decision” environmental review structure.
Current policy requires multiple agencies involved in
environmental reviews under the National Environmental
Policy Act and permitting processes. A provision will
require a single federal environmental review document,
eliminating delays and confusion caused by duplication.
Trump will also prevent those opposing projects to use
the courts as a weapon. One provision calls for judicial
reform. The provision will limit injunctive relief to
“exceptional circumstances” in legal challenges to projects
under NEPA. Also, the plan will reduce the statute of
limitations for legal challenges to federal permitting and
authorization decisions from two to six years to 150 days.

Workforce development
This section is designed to help Americans secure stable,
well-paying jobs.
Currently, Pell Grants are for students who do not yet
have a bachelor’s degree and are enrolled in institutions of
higher education offering degree programs of at least 600
clock hours or 15 weeks in length. They do not include
shorter-term certifications, including skilled trades and
apprenticeship programs. This provision makes such
programs eligible for Pell Grants. LL
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Website outage leads to estimated
backlog of more than 500,000 DOT exams
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

“We still have doctors who have
taken the training and have actually
passed the certification test, but they
can’t do the exams because they can’t
get in the national registry,” Megehee
said. “They can’t be added. They’ve
done all the work, but they can’t start.”
In the meantime, the website has a
search tool for users to determine if a
provider is certified and listed. OOIDA
has information at OOIDA.com/
ReviewDoc for drivers looking for
a medical examiner. Until FMCSA’s
website is working again, drivers
should get a copy of their medical
card from the doctor after successfully
completing the physical. LL
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The backlog of Department of
Transportation exams unable to be
uploaded because of a two-month
outage of an FMCSA website could
be more than half a million, a certified
medical examiner estimated.
The website went down after a
security breach on Dec. 1 and didn’t
regain its functionality until Dec. 14.
However, the site stopped working
again on the afternoon of Dec. 15
and still wasn’t fully operational as of
press time.
The FMCSA said on Jan. 5 that
the website had been hacked but has
declined to answer any other questions
about the incident or about when the
site should be operational again.
“There were about 3.5 million
exams performed last year,” said Mike
Megehee, a doctor of chiropractic and

president of Pendleton, Ore.-based
Team CME. “Take that number and
divide it by 12, and it’s a whole bunch
of exams.”
The math comes to 291,667. But
when you consider that the FMCSA’s
website has been down for two
months, the estimate increases to
583,333. Of course, that number
could be larger or smaller depending
on whether or not December and
January were busy months for DOT
physicals. Regardless, it’s safe to say
that certified medical examiners are
dealing with a huge backlog that is
increasing every day.
For Team CME alone, Megehee
estimated a backlog of more than
35,000 exams.
In addition, the outage is keeping
doctors who recently passed their
certification from joining the national
registry.
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lected officials in states from
Idaho to Virginia are discussing
possible changes to speed limit rules.
Legislators in multiple states also are
pursuing the elimination of speed limit
differentials for cars and trucks.
OOIDA says roadways are safest
when all vehicles are permitted to
travel at the same rate of speed.
One leading Idaho lawmaker
wants to permit large vehicles to
drive the same speed as cars. State
law now permits cars to travel
at 80 mph on highways while
commercial drivers are permitted
to travel at 70 mph. Trucks are
limited to 65 mph in urban areas.
House Transportation and
Defense Committee Chairman
Joe Palmer, R-Meridian, has
introduced a bill, H389, to do away
with the slower speed for large
vehicles.
Palmer says the separate speed limit
can create dangerous scenarios for all
travelers.
OOIDA supports efforts to do
away with speed differentials. The
Association does not advocate for a
specific speed limit.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA’s director
of government affairs, points out
the typical member of OOIDA
drives more than 100,000 miles
each year. He says that truckers are
firsthand observers of the negative
consequences of misguided traffic
laws, including differential speed
limits.
He adds that differential speed limits
create more interactions between
cars and trucks, which can lead to an
increase in the number and severity of
accidents.
“They are also a contributing factor
to increased congestion, carbon
emissions and increased inefficiencies
with local, regional and national goods
movement,” Matousek said.
Speed differentials once again are
the topic of a bill in Indiana.
Indiana law now permits cars to
drive 70 mph while vehicles in excess
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By Keith Goble
state legislative editor

of 26,000 pounds are limited to
65 mph.
Rep. Mike Aylesworth, R-Hebron,
offered a bill during two of the past
three legislative sessions to do away
with the speed gap on rural stretches
of interstates and the Indiana Toll
Road. The bills failed to advance from
committee.
Hopeful this year will be different,
Aylesworth is again pursuing the
change via HB1408.
Maryland Sen. Joanne Benson has
introduced a bill that would raise the
speed limit on Interstate 495 from
55 mph to 70 mph for all vehicles.
The bill also would increase speeds
to 70 mph on I-270 and highways and
interstates across the state.
Benson, D-Prince George’s County,
said the changes are needed to bring
uniformity to roadways throughout
Maryland. She said highway speeds
can differ by as much as 15 mph in
certain areas.
“Senate Bill 55 seeks to create
consistency in speed limits among

Maryland expressways
and interstate
highways,” Benson told
members of the Senate
Judicial Proceedings
Committee.
She said more
consistency in posted
speeds would help
reduce congestion and
the frequency of wrecks
caused by abrupt changes
in speed limits.
Benson added that
varying speeds on
highways “places our
drivers at risk of receiving
innumerable amounts of
speeding citations.”
Her bill calls for speed
signs to be posted at least
every five miles.
Mississippi lawmakers
are reviewing multiple bills
that address speed limits.
One bill, SB2046, would
authorize truckers and other drivers
to travel 75 mph on rural interstates
and four-lane highways.
Advocates say that many travelers in
the state are already driving 75 mph.
Supporters want to make sure they’re
doing it legally.
A House bill, HB849, covers heavyduty truck traffic during bad weather.
State law requires large trucks and
buses to slow down to 45 mph on
highways when visibility is reduced
because of “inclement weather.”
Sponsored by Rep. Credell Calhoun,
D-Jackson, the bill would remove the
requirement that visibility must be
bad for affected drivers to slow down
during snow, ice or rain storms.
OOIDA opposes the legislation.
Matousek has communicated to
Rep. Calhoun that the provision is
problematic for multiple reasons.
“First, if inclement weather is
present, all motor vehicles should
decrease speed to a rate of travel that
is safe, not just trucks,” Matousek
wrote in a letter. “Second, (the
MARCH/APRIL 2018

Truckers are firsthand
observers of the negative
consequences of misguided
traffic laws, including
differential speed limits.
– Mike Matousek, OOIDA director
of government affairs
provision) is overly vague and subject
to interpretation by the law enforcement
community.”
He added that HB849 creates more
uncertainty for truckers operating in the
state by requiring them to reduce speed to
45 mph during inclement weather, not just
when visibility is bad.
“It also imposes a speed differential
during conditions that might reduce the
ability for a car to see a slower-moving
truck, thus increasing the potential for
accidents and further justifying the need for
uniform speed limit laws.”
An effort at the Nebraska statehouse
to bump speeds to 80 mph for all vehicles
has the support of Gov. Pete Ricketts.
LB1009 would increase vehicle speeds
from 75 mph to 80 mph on interstates.
Four-lane expressways would see an
increase from 65 mph to 70 mph. Speeds
on two-lane state highways would increase
from 60 mph to 65 mph.
The Department of Transportation would
first need to study the issue before any
speed changes are implemented.
Advocates, including the governor, say
the changes would be good for business
and tourism.
“This approach to speed limits addresses
the many concerns we’ve heard about
inconsistencies with the current system”
Ricketts said in prepared remarks.
NDOT Director Kyle Schneweis added
that the change would allow the state to
approach how they set speed limits “using
practical methods that align with driver
expectations.”
“This provides us the tools to bring
uniformity to our state’s transportation
network while still considering the factors
that influence speeds, such as roadway
hills, curves and shoulder widths.”
Continued on Page 84
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Officials in nine states focus on left lane use
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

ane use is a seemingly always
evolving issue from state to state.
The trend continues at statehouses
around the country. Below is a
roundup of legislation introduced in
the opening weeks of 2018.
Only a handful of months after
enacting a new rule for left lane use,
multiple Oklahoma state lawmakers
are looking to make revisions.
The Sooner State already limits
left-lane use on highways with at
least two lanes of traffic in the same
direction. Since Nov. 1, state law
specifies that drivers are required to
stay to the right unless passing or
preparing to turn left or for safety
measures.
Violators could face $235 fines.
Rep. Harold Wright,
R-Weatherford, is behind a bill to
tweak state law to prohibit large
trucks from accessing the far left
lane. HB3306 would limit truck
traffic from the left lane on roadways
with at least three lanes of traffic in
one direction.
OOIDA says that truckers are
firsthand observers of the negative
consequences of misguided traffic
laws, and, while perhaps not
intended, efforts to restrict trucks
from certain lanes pose serious
challenges for truckers and jeopardize
the safety of the traveling public.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA director
of government affairs, said that
truckers contribute a significant
amount of money to federal, state
and local transportation accounts,
and they have every right to use any
available lane.
Another bill would also amend
the 2017 law. HB3290 specifies that
roadways within the city limits of a
municipality would not be covered
by the lane use rule as long as such
roadways are not part of the interstate
highway system.
Similarly, SB1025 would limit
32 LAND LINE

application of the 2017 law to
interstates or turnpikes.
Oklahoma is not the only state
so far this year to pursue action to
change left-lane rules.
Alabama law specifies that
vehicles traveling below the normal
speed of traffic must stay to the right.
One Senate bill, SB78, would go
a step further to include a blanket
requirement on roadways with at
least two lanes of traffic for all
vehicles, regardless of speed, to stay
right except to pass.
Passing vehicles would be allowed
2 miles to complete the maneuver.
Certain exceptions would apply.
Violators could face $250 fines –
up from $100.
A separate House bill singles out
truck travel in the far left-hand lane.
Sponsored by Rep. Tommy Hanes,
R-Scottsboro, HB4 would prohibit
vehicles with three or more axles
from driving in the left lane on the
state’s interstates and U.S. highways
with at least two lanes of traffic in
one direction.
“By restricting the movement of

trucks to the right lane, they will
inevitably block entrance and exit
ramps and impede motorists from
safely entering and exiting the
roadway,” Matousek wrote in a letter
to Hanes.
He said that lane restrictions create
the “barrier effect,” which leads
to dangerous merging and lanechanging conditions, more aggressive
driving, reduced following distances,
and ultimately an increase in the
number of accidents.
Matousek added that the bill is
redundant to the state’s existing keep
right law.
One Idaho bill attempts to keep
vehicles out of the far-left-hand lane
for “an unreasonable amount of
time.” H471 specifies the rule would
cover impeding “the flow of other
traffic traveling at a lawful rate of
speed.”
In Kentucky, a House bill would
also impose left-lane restrictions on
certain highways for professional
drivers.
State law already requires vehicles
traveling below the posted speed
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Truckers contribute a significant amount of money
to federal, state and local transportation accounts,
and they have every right to use any available lane.
limit on any limited access highway
with a posted speed of at least 65 mph
to stay to the right. Exceptions are
made for passing, yielding to traffic
entering the highway, or when it is
unsafe to use the right lane.
Rep. Jody Richards, D-Bowling
Green, is behind a bill that would
outlaw vehicles weighing in excess of
44,000 pounds from driving in the left
lane on highways with at least three
lanes of traffic and posted with a speed
of at least 65 mph.
Certain exceptions are included in
HB113.
A Maryland bill is intended to ease
bottlenecks. HB965 would require
drivers traveling on roadways with
at least three lanes for traffic moving
in one direction to use the left lane to

Ð Mike Matousek, OOIDA director of government affairs
turn, or to overtake and pass another
vehicle.
The rule would apply only on roadways
with speed limits of at least 55 mph.
Lane use for truck drivers and other
Mississippi highway users is among
the topics of conversation at the
statehouse.
The Magnolia State requires vehicles
driving slower than the normal speed
of traffic to stay in the right-hand lane
of multilane highways. Vehicles are
allowed to merge left to overtake and
pass slower traffic.
Two bills address lane use. The first
bill is a renewed effort to permit police
to ticket travelers lingering in the far
left lanes of multilane highways.

House lawmakers have voted to
advance the bill, HB80, to expand
the state’s rule to require travelers on
multilane roadways to stay to the right
except when overtaking or passing
another vehicle. Also, drivers would
be exempt if they are in the left lane to
turn or exit.
Supporters, including OOIDA and
the National Motorists Association,
say that blocking the left lane, whether
intentional or not, results in reduced
road safety and efficiency.
Another bill covers travelers who
poke around in the far left-hand lane
of multilane highways. SB2229 would
permit police to ticket drivers lingering
Continued on Page 85
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The list of states across the country
to call on professional drivers to help
curb human trafficking continues to
grow.
In July 2016, ohio became the
first state to implement mandatory
training on trafficking prevention via
Truckers Against Trafficking. Since
then, states that include Illinois,
Arkansas and Texas have followed
suit.
Multiple efforts are underway at the
South Carolina statehouse to adopt

similar tie-ins.
H4681 would mandate that
prospective truck drivers receive
training on trafficking prevention.
To become licensed to drive a
commercial vehicle, a person would
be required to complete a human
trafficking prevention course.
One bill, S803, includes a provision
that specifies training must be done
via an online certification course.
The rules sought would also
apply to CDL holders renewing
their license. S908 would exempt
commercial drivers licensed for at
least 20 years.
Once the prevention training is
complete, the person would not be
required to have additional training at
the time of license renewal.
Similar attempts to enlist
professional drivers for help are
active at statehouses that include
Colorado, kentucky, oklahoma and
Wisconsin.

Wisconsin state Rep. Joel
Kleefisch, R-Oconomowoc, has said
that truck drivers are on the front line
for combating human trafficking.
“Given that truck drivers are
literally where the rubber meets the
road where human trafficking occurs
along our highways, they can and
do play a critical role in identifying
and preventing traffickers who create
victims through the exploitation of
our transportation system,” Johnson
told members of an Assembly panel
during previous bill testimony.
OOIDA says truckers play a big
role in identifying and reporting
possible cases of human trafficking.
“With lawmakers across the
country looking at ways to address
this issue, it’s obviously something
we’re interested in. We will continue
to look at each proposal on a case-bycase basis and respond accordingly,”
said OOIDA Director of Government
Affairs Mike Matousek. LL

Bills in six states focus
on highway protests
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

State lawmakers from around the country continue to
address concerns about protests that shut down major
highways. The legislative action is in response to traffic
disruptions the past few years related to protests and
demonstrations.
To date, states including South Dakota and
Tennessee have enacted specific rules to deter highway
protests through stiff fines and punishments. Governors in
Arkansas and Minnesota vetoed similar efforts a
year ago.
New this year in Missouri are multiple bills to deter
highway protests.
State law now classifies blocking roadways as a Class B
misdemeanor.
Two bills – HB1259 and HB2145 – would increase
criminal penalties in an effort to deter individuals from
impeding traffic on roadways, highways or interstates
without a permit. Blocking an interstate would become a
felony.
Critics, including the American Civil Liberties Union,
34 LAND LINE

view efforts to punish protesters as violations of the First
Amendment. They add that a higher fine will not deter
protesters. Instead, they say the legislation only threatens
free speech.
“While the United States Supreme Court has indicated
that the First Amendment grants citizens the right to
peaceably assemble, said right is not absolute,” Rep. Nick
Schroer, R-O’Fallon, wrote in a news release. “Courts
throughout this nation have held that the First Amendment
does not allow for intentional disruption in the flow of
traffic as such presents a clear and present danger to the
general public.”
Continued on Page 89
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States pursue CDL tie-in to combat human trafficking

18 states consider changes
to daylight saving time
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The seemingly timeless pursuit in
statehouses to change the observance
of daylight saving time continues.
As the annual ritual of setting clocks
forward approaches, states reviewing
legislation to exempt them from time changes
stretch from Washington to Maine. Currently, Arizona and
Hawaii are the lone states not to take part in time changes.
The U.S. Department of Transportation states that
daylight saving time is observed because it saves energy,
saves lives and prevents traffic injuries, and reduces
crime. Advocates add the extra daylight in the morning is
beneficial for school children and farmers.
Critics counter the time changes may have been useful
for some during a bygone era but it now provides little if
any real benefit.
In most cases across the country state lawmakers are
pursuing rule changes that would permit their states to
stick with the spring time change year-round.
One Florida bill would adopt DST as the standard time
all year long. The Legislature would also submit a request
to the U.S. DOT to redesignate portions of the Florida
panhandle that lie within the Central Time Zone to be in
the Eastern Time Zone. If approved by the Legislature, the
U.S. DOT and Congress would need to act for the change
to become law.
A second bill at the statehouse reads that if Congress
permits states to observe year-round DST, then Florida
would make the change.
A resolution in the Illinois General Assembly calls on
Congress to enact permanent DST. The measure states
the change would “minimize confusion and disruption to
people’s lives, wellness, transportation and commerce.”
Efforts to recognize DST year-round are also under
review in Oklahoma, South Carolina and Tennessee.
Two failed efforts in Mississippi and South Dakota
also called for observing DST year-round. The South
Dakota bill included a requirement that the six bordering
states must also set their clocks at the same time. The bill
died on the state Senate floor as a result of a tie vote for
passage, effectively killing it.
A handful of states, however, have legislation that would
go the other way on the time change issue.
A Virginia bill would exempt the state from observing
DST. Instead, the state would stay on Eastern Standard
Time year-round.
Alabama and Vermont legislators could also consider
bills to exempt their states from the spring time change.

Listen anytime, anywhere, on any device.
Land Line Now now has podcasts of previous
show content available on a variety of podcast
services. Or just visit LandLineNow.com
and listen to the streaming audio.
Of course you can always tune in from
7-8 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 12 a.m. EST on
Sirius XM Channel 146.
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Since the first of
the year, lawmakers
throughout the
country have been
working at breakneck
speed to advance their agendas. A
portion of those efforts are included
on the following pages.
For a rundown of state legislation,
visit LandLineMag.com and click
on “Legislative Watch” under the
“Important Info” tab.

ALABAMA
One bill halfway through the
statehouse would permit truck
platooning by amending the statute
that covers following distances. State
law now limits following distances for
large trucks at a minimum of 300 feet.
SB125 would authorize platooning
vehicles to follow at distances “that
are closer than would be reasonable
and prudent without the electronic
coordination.”
ARIZONA
Four bills are of note. SB1232 would
prohibit the state from entering into a
public-private partnership to convert
an existing roadway into a toll road.
SB1110 would require police to
examine a photo taken from a photo
enforcement system to determine
whether or not a violation has
occurred. Companies that operate the

California
An Assembly bill would repeal
the 2017 transportation funding
law – SB1 – that took effect on
Nov. 1. The law imposed a 12
cent per gallon increase on the
gasoline tax and a 20 cent per
gallon increase in the diesel excise
tax and also changed vehicle
registration prices to range from
$25 to $175 based on the vehicle.
AB1756 would nix the tax and
fee increases.
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cameras would not make the decision.
HB2208 would go a step further to
prohibit police agencies from using
photo radar to identify violators of
laws regarding excessive speed or
failure to obey a traffic device.
HB2539 calls for identifying
portions of highway that have a “high
potential” for wrong-way drivers.
Affected highways would have
installed and maintained traffic control
spikes that shred the tires of any
wrong-way driver.

COLORADO
The Senate Transportation Committee
voted to advance a bill to divert 10
percent of existing sales tax revenue –
about $350 million – from the state’s
general fund to the state highway
fund. The money tapped from SB1
would come via a predicted $1 billion
surplus in new revenue for the fiscal
year that begins July 1. A ballot
measure also would be referred to
voters this fall about whether to issue
$3.5 billion in bonds to cover work to
address “critical priority transportation
needs.”
DELAWARE
One bill nearing passage addresses
concerns about snow and ice
removal from on top of cars and
trucks. SB57 would set fines of
$25 to $75 for failure to remove
snow or ice. Incidents that result
in serious bodily injury or death
would result in penalties of $200 to
$1,000 for motorists. Truck drivers
would face fines of $500 to $1,500.
The bill would exempt drivers for
accumulations while the vehicle is
in operation.
FLORIDA
The House has approved a bill to ban
municipalities from using red-light
cameras. Specifically, HB6001 would
repeal state law permitting use of
the devices.

ILLINOIS
A House resolution covers efforts to
study collection of a tax on vehiclemiles-traveled. HR766 calls for
opposition of any state taxes based on
the number of miles driven.
INDIANA
One House bill on the move would
repeal the state’s motor carrier
surcharge tax. A 2017 law increased
the state’s 11-cent surcharge tax to 21
cents. The state’s 18-cents-per-gallon
gas tax and the 16-cent diesel tax also
were increased by 10 cents to 28 cents
and 26 cents, respectively. HB1290
would also increase the diesel tax by
21 cents to 47 cents per gallon.
IOWA
A House bill covers third-party testers
allowed to administer the CDL driving
skills test. In place since 2014, the
authorization is scheduled to sunset
in 2019. HF2197 would remove the
sunset date.
KANSAS
The time period between license
renewals for commercial drivers could
soon be changed. HB2511 would
extend the renewal time from four
years to five years.
KENTUCKY
A Senate bill would permit truck
platooning by amending the statute
that covers following distances. SB116
would authorize platooning vehicles
to follow at distances “more closely
than is reasonable and prudent, having
regard for the speed of the vehicle and
the traffic upon and condition of the
highway.” A valid CDL holder would
be required to be behind the wheel of
the platooning vehicle.
MAINE
One bill, LD1779, would require the
Maine Turnpike Authority to use all
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electronic tolling at new and rebuilt
toll facilities.

MARYLAND
A Senate bill covers vehicle taxes.
SB363 would prohibit the state or
local jurisdictions from imposing or
levying a vehicle-miles-traveled tax,
tolls or taxes.
MISSISSIPPI
Two bills are of interest. HB722
would divert from the state’s general
fund to roads 35 percent of the
state’s use tax collection to cities,
counties, and a grant program. Cities
and counties would split 15 percent
while 5 percent would be allotted
to a state fund to provide grants
to local governments. All money
would be used to pay for road and
bridge maintenance, repairs, and
construction.
HB639 would authorize certain
municipalities to impose a fuel tax
after a local election. The money
would be used for road and bridge
repair and maintenance.
MISSOURI
A joint resolution would authorize
the use of state funds to construct
and operate toll roads approved
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by the federal government and
the General Assembly on fourlane roads. HJR74 would place
the restriction that toll rates be
set by the Missouri Highways
and Transportation Commission
subject to legislative approval and
that tolls be collected only at the
entrances of interstates or
four-lane roads.

NEW JERSEY
The Senate Transportation
Committee has advanced a bill to
require the Turnpike Authority to
hold regular meetings around the
state. S246 would require two regular
meetings to be held each year on
a rotating basis in Ocean, Atlantic
and Cape May counties. At least
one regular meeting of the authority
would also be held annually on a
rotating basis in the area of Salem,
Gloucester and Camden counties. One
regular meeting each year would also
be required in Bergen County.
A separate Senate bill would require
representation on the Turnpike
Authority’s board by all regions of
the state. The authority oversees the
New Jersey Turnpike and the Garden
State Parkway. S245 would require
at least one of the seven appointed

New York
One Assembly bill would increase
the fine for illegally parking a
commercial vehicle in parts of New
York City. A9599 would authorize
$400 fines – up from $250 – for
illegally parking a “tractor-trailer
combination, tractor, truck tractor
or semi-trailer” in residential
neighborhoods of New York City.

members to be from Ocean, Atlantic,
Burlington, Camden, Cape May,
Gloucester or Salem counties.

PENNSYLVANIA
A new law now in effect covers
“rogue” household goods movers.
Previously SB458, the new law
applies criminal penalties to
household goods movers who fail to
adhere to existing rules in the state.
Fine revenue would be used to help
motor carrier enforcement efforts.
One Senate bill would revise towing
requirements in an effort to enhance
road safety for tow truck operators
and other motorists. State law requires
tow truck operators to tow disabled
tractor trailers to the nearest place for
Continued on Page 95
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CONNECTICUT

Seven rest areas facing closure in July
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Rest areas in Connecticut may close by July, according
to the Connecticut Department of Transportation. A lack
of funding is threatening the closures, but service plazas
will not be affected.
CTDOT spokesman Judd Everhart told Land Line that
if funding is not approved
by state lawmakers all seven
Closures would rest areas will shut down.
eliminate more According to CTDOT’s
than 200 truck website, there are four rest
off of Interstate 84,
parking spaces areas
two on I-91 and one on
I-95. In total, 400 passenger
vehicle spaces and 222 truck parking spaces will be
eliminated if the rest areas close.
However, service plazas in the state will remain open.
According to Jason’s Law survey results, OOIDA
respondents listed Connecticut as one of the top states
with parking shortages. Only New Jersey, New York and
Illinois ranked higher.
CTDOT has been fighting to keep the rest areas open
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and has barely kept its head above water. Kevin Nursick,
a spokesman for CTDOT, told Land Line Now that when
the fiscal year 2017 budget was put together, funding for
CTDOT to operate and maintain rest areas was taken
away, effectively forcing closures.
Throughout the fiscal year ending July 2017, CTDOT
managed to keep the rest areas open by reducing staffed
hours at all seven rest areas to just one staffed shift each
day. Rest areas remained available 24/7, but the
buildings were closed after each shift. The DOT installed
portable restrooms for travelers arriving at the rest area
after hours. The staff reduction saved about $2 million
a year.
Theoretically, the rest areas were in a position to shut
down in July 2017 because of defunding. However,
CTDOT managed to keep them open with a skeleton
crew.
Recently, the CTDOT commissioner and governor
announced that the special transportation fund is headed
for “imminent insolvency” in the next few years,
according to Nursick. If the funding issue is not resolved,
CTDOT must cut back on approximately $5 billion
worth of future projects and operations. LL
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KANSAS

OOIDA pursues inclusion on
proposed transportation task force
By Keith Goble
state legislative editor

Transportation officials in Kansas
want to take a comprehensive
look at the state’s road and bridge
needs. A piece of legislation
at the statehouse calls for a
transportation task force to look at
the issue.

“We can provide a unique
and necessary perspective
to help the task force fulfill
its mission.”
– OOIDA Director of Government Affairs
Mike Matousek

The Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association
has asked to be included in the
proposed group that would be
made up of state and local leaders
and other organizations.
The Senate Ways and Means
Committee recently heard initial
discussion on the bill, SB285, to
create a 27-member task force
to look at transportation needs.
Among the spots that would be
filled include representatives from
the state House and Senate, the
Kansas Association of Counties,
Kansas Contractors Association,
the Kansas Motor Carriers
Association, and one member
appointed by the governor.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA
director of government affairs,
has communicated to Committee
Chairwoman Carolyn McGinn
the Association’s interest in being
involved.
“We have more than 160,000
members nationwide, including
roughly 2,700 members residing
in Kansas,” Matousek wrote
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in a letter. “We also have tens
of thousands of members in
neighboring states that operate
regularly on Kansas highways.”
Matousek said the Kansas Motor
Carriers Association is on the
record with the Senate panel in
support of OOIDA’s inclusion.
“As an Association that
represents 160,000 road users,
many of whom operate nationwide
and are subject to various road use
taxes and fees in Kansas, we can
provide a unique and necessary
perspective to help the task force
fulfill its mission,” Matousek said.
He added that OOIDA has
been involved with various
transportation-related activities
in Kansas, including active
participation on the state’s Truck
Parking Advisory Committee
and the Kansas Freight Advisory
Committee.
Among the items the task force
would evaluate:
• the state transportation system,
including roads and bridges;
• current uses of the state
highway fund dollars,
including fund transfers for
other purposes outside of
infrastructure improvements;
• current transportation funding
to determine whether it is
sufficient to maintain the
current system, and future
transportation needs; and
• identifying additional necessary
transportation projects.

The group would be required to
meet in an open meeting around
the state at least eight times. All
reports and recommendations
would be required to be submitted
to the Legislature by Jan. 31, 2019.
McGinn, R-Sedgwick, has
indicated the panel will continue to
discuss the bill in committee. LL
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Road-use tax
pilot program begins
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Washington state launched its road-use tax pilot
program in January, according to state officials. The
pilot program will last approximately one year and can
potentially replace the fuel tax if proven successful.
The Washington State Transportation Commission
will recruit at least 2,000 drivers to participate in the
road-use tax pilot program.
For one year, participants will spend an average
of only 10 minutes a month submitting data. Four
reporting options are on the table:
n Mileage permit – pre-selection of block
of miles;
n Odometer readings – reported quarterly
electronically or in person;
n Plug and play – automated mileage meter
with GPS and non-GPS options; and
n Smartphone app that automatically
collects and submits miles.
The pilot program will charge drivers 2.4 cents
per mile, the equivalent to what a 20.5 mpg vehicle
pays under the current 49.4-cent-per-gallon fuel tax.
Participants will not make any real payments. The
transportation commission calculates that at 12,000
miles traveled per year, or 1,000 miles a month, the
2.4-cent mile tax will come to $24 a month, or $288 a
year. Under those same conditions, drivers are paying
an average of $289.17 a year under the gas tax.
Participants will be recruited from all over
Washington, as well as those who frequently drive into
the state from British Columbia, Oregon, Idaho, and
other places.
As revenue from fuel taxes continues to decrease,
causing a large transportation funding gap, states are
exploring alternatives to fill their coffers. One option
gaining popularity in the West is a use fee. Several
states, including California and Oregon, have already
conducted similar pilot programs to determine whether
or not a use tax is as feasible and profitable in practice
as it is on paper.
If successful, Washington will consider replacing
the gas tax with the road-use tax. It will not be an
additional tax. Even if a road-use tax is proposed, it
could be another eight years before such a tax goes
through the legislature, passes and goes into effect. LL
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NEW YORK

STATESIDE

No more love for ‘I N Y’ signs
By Land Line staff

A years-long game of chicken between the state of
New York and the Federal Highway Administration
over “I ♥ NY” signs in the state has finally ended. New
York officials announced the state will pull down the
controversial signs.
In the state versus federal
government showdown that
goes back to 2011, FHWA
had enough of the New
York State Department of
Transportation’s refusal
to take down tourism
signs that violate federal
regulations.
On Feb. 1, FHWA sent a
letter notifying New York
transportation officials the state would have to pay a
$14 million fine. If the state removed the signs by Sept.
30, FHWA would reimburse the $14 million.
That $14 million price tag must have tested the limits
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of the state’s love for their signs.
The next day, a joint statement from the New York
Department of Transportation and the New York
Thruway said the signs would be coming down.
Although the statement doesn’t mention anything about
the $14 million fine FHWA had slapped on the state.
Instead the statement said the state was merely
ending the I ♥ NY advertising campaign and moving
on to “NY has it all!” for its next promotion.
“As the current campaign and signs are entering their
fifth year, this message has run its useful course and
we already plan to launch a new I Love NY campaign
this summer to support our tourism industry. The new
campaign will be ‘NY has it all!’ … Existing materials
will be reused but, as the signs will be redesigned for
the new campaign, we will consult with FHWA during
this process. It will be a new campaign launched
for the summer tourism cycle and as such must be
concluded before the September FHWA deadline
anyway.”
Federal Highway Administration has not responded
to the announcement as of press time. LL
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OOIDA plans to appeal court’s decision
in sleep apnea case against FMCSA

© designer491 - Fotolia.com

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association said it plans to
appeal a court’s decision to dismiss
its lawsuit that alleged the FMCSA
bypassed the rulemaking process in
order to regulate obstructive sleep
apnea.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit heard oral arguments
on Nov. 15 and dismissed the case in
January.
“We don’t agree with the ruling,
and we also think it runs counter to
decisions made in other appellate
courts,” said OOIDA Acting President
Todd Spencer. “The negative
consequences are that the supposed
sleep disorder screening guidelines
that were added to the regulations
would be regularly practiced as they
have in the past. It basically makes it
to where drivers can be held hostage
for ransom when it comes time to get
a physical.”
The Eighth Circuit ruled that
OOIDA’s case “lacked standing.”
OOIDA’s lawsuit, filed in April,
alleged that the FMCSA slipped
regulations regarding sleep apnea into
a 2015 final rule that required the
agency’s certified medical examiners
to use a new medical form. OOIDA
argued that the FMCSA incorporated
into the Code of Federal Regulations
an Appendix A that the agency didn’t
include in its notice of proposed
rulemaking.
Appendix A was a detailed list
of medical criteria that included
obstructive sleep apnea as one of the
MARCH/APRIL 2018

areas for medical examiners to review
when deciding whether to medically
certify a driver.
OOIDA argued the action wasn’t
subject to public comment or a costbenefit analysis.
In October 2013, President Barack
Obama signed a law that required
the FMCSA to go through the formal
rulemaking process and analyze
the potential cost of sleep apnea
requirements rather than simply
issuing guidance to physicians,
drivers and motor carriers.
The legislation was supported by
OOIDA.
The FMCSA and Federal Railroad
Administration joined together to
issue an advanced notice of proposed
rulemaking regarding sleep apnea.
However, the U.S. Department
of Transportation withdrew the
rulemaking in July.
OOIDA members have reported
high costs for sleep studies.
“While most people in trucking
have the perspective that the
withdrawal fixed the problem, it
didn’t,” Spencer said. “Withdrawing
the rulemaking allows what had been
going on previously to be followed
and kept in practice. Without the
rulemaking, the only way the problem
can be resolved is through the courts
in the manner we’re following.”
OOIDA said it’s fighting against the
agency’s attempts to regulate drivers
under the guise of guidance.
“For the last 17 years, petitioners
have witnessed and experienced
the driver medical certification
process become more complicated,
burdensome and expensive,” OOIDA
wrote in its brief. “This has occurred
as FMCSA has gradually revised and
expanded the scope of its so-called
‘advisory’ medical criteria and then
incorporated those criteria in the
instruction and training of medical
examiners.” LL
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Seattle port punts deadline
for Clean Truck Program
must be approved by the Washington State Legislature.
Gregoire and Myer pointed out that they made a
commitment to maintain maritime industrial jobs as well
as a commitment to do what is best for the communities
they serve.
“Those commitments are why the NWSA
commissioners unanimously agreed to an extension of
the original clean truck deadline,” Gregoire and Myer
said in a statement. “We did not take that decision lightly.
We based our decision on extensive community feedback
and our public service responsibility to carefully manage
economic hardship, while also improving air quality and
maintaining port efficiency.”
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer
Furthermore, drivers have been assured that the new
emissions standards will remain intact until at least 2025,
ruckers who operate at the ports of Tacoma, Seattle
an attempt to relieve any worries that further investments
and Vancouver will get an extra 12 months to comply
will need to be made with more upgrades in the near
with emission regulations established in 2008. Just before
future.
that announcement, port drivers had threatened to strike
The Northwest Ports Clean Air Strategy was enacted
as the 90-day grace period on the original deadline date of
in 2008 in an effort to reduce diesel and greenhouse gas
Jan. 1 approached.
emissions coming from trucks entering and leaving the
In late January, flyers calling for a walkout on Feb. 6,
ports. In addition to reducing emissions in trucks, the
were being distributed to port drivers. The flyer mentioned
ports and other stakeholders made similar changes in
that port commissioners were meeting
other equipment, including cargo“to vote to deny us access to the
handling equipment, rail, harbor
terminal if we don’t comply with their
craft and ships.
Many port truckers have
unfair, illegal and discriminatory clean
Part of the plan of the Clean Air
been
digging
in
their
heels,
truck program.” The flyer also claimed
Strategy is to have 100 percent
claiming the program adds
that “more than 2000 drivers will lose
of drayage trucks at the ports
their job by April 1, 2018, unless we
include cleaner diesel technology,
an unnecessary burden to
fight it as never before.”
which amounts to a 2007 engine
the drivers and possibly
Their voices were heard.
with diesel particulate filter or
driving
some
out
of
business.
On Feb. 6, the Northwest Seaport
equivalent. As of 2010, all trucks
Alliance voted to make changes to
have to be model year 1994 or
the Clean Truck Program. Essentially,
newer. More than $15 million was
the April 1 deadline to have a 2007 engine or newer or
invested by NWSA in grant funds for truck conversions.
equivalent emissions retrofits remains in effect. However,
According to NWSA, more than 410 trucks were scrapped
a driver with a noncompliant truck can continue to access
and replaced with new trucks.
terminals after applying for a temporary port access pass.
The original deadline for full compliance was slated for
Some conditions apply.
Jan. 1, 2018. However, NWSA granted a 90-day grace
To start, drivers must commit to be compliant by the
period during a meeting on Jan. 16, moving the deadline
end of the year. Starting Jan. 1, 2019, all noncompliant
to April 1.
truckers will be denied access to NWSA international
Despite having a decade to comply with the Clean
container terminals. Second, applications will be available
Truck Program, many port truckers have been digging
by March 1 but must be completed by April 1.
in their heels, claiming the program adds an unnecessary
According to a statement issued by NWSA Co-Chairs
burden to the drivers and possibly driving some out of
Courtney Gregoire and Don Meyer, the alliance has
business. By the end of 2017, only 53 percent of the
authorized $1 million to a not-for-profit lender, which
4,500 trucks operating at the affected terminals were in
will create a $5 million to $6 million loan fund. That fund
compliance. LL
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Nova Scotia considers ending Cobequid Pass tolls for cars but not trucks
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Bonds for the Cobequid Pass in Nova
Scotia are nearly paid off, which
means tolls will be eliminated for
motorists sometime in 2019. Well,
maybe not all motorists. Nova Scotia’s
Department of Transportation and
Infrastructure Renewal is considering
keeping tolls indefinitely for truckers
and non-Nova Scotia residents.
In 1995, Nova Scotia passed the
Highway 104 Western Alignment
Act, which established the Highway
104 Western Alignment Corp., a
public-private partnership. According
to the act, “tolls shall cease to be
imposed or collected in respect of the
Western Alignment when all costs
and liabilities … have been paid.”
That time is expected to come around
next year, well ahead of the 2026
projection.
During a Public Accounts
Committee proceeding in mid-
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January, Peter Hackett, president of
the Highway 104 Western Alignment
Corp., told the committee there is
no estimated date when tolls will
be eliminated. Hackett pointed out
that the Highway 104 Act includes
a section allowing tolls to continue
after bonds have been paid for any
additional costs, such as maintenance.
Paul LaFleche, Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure
Renewal deputy minister, mentioned
that tolls would be relieved when
the debt is paid off for Nova Scotia
motorists.

When asked when tolls will be
removed and for who, Diane Saurette,
executive director of finance for the
Department of Transportation and
Infrastructure Renewal, said Nova
Scotia motorists would be relieved
of tolls as soon as the fiscal year
2019-20.
“All other motorists – trucks and
out-of-province – no decision has been
made on that,” Saurette said.
“We cannot answer yet one way
or the other, whether an 18-wheeler
owned by Galen Weston Corp. coming
from Brampton, Ontario, will have
to pay tolls or not, but we will know
within about a year,” LaFleche said.
The Atlantic Provinces Trucking
Association is not on board for a
truck-only toll. APTA Executive
Director Jean-Marc Picard said that
truckers should not be penalized since
they provide a service to Nova Scotia
residents by delivering products and
paying diesel and carbon taxes. LL
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Some states are addressing the
parking issue. Others are making
it worse. What are the economic
costs of ignoring the problem?
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

W

hile some states are moving forward to address the
truck parking problem, other states are taking a step
back. The latest example of the latter involves the Virginia
Department of Transportation, a TravelCenters of America
truck stop, and eminent domain.
This is not exactly new information. TA closed its
location off of I-81 in Troutville, Va., back in November
2014. This was a result of VDOT evoking eminent domain
to redesign and improve highway ramps at the interchange.
The truck stop was demolished in 2015.
Land Line reported at the time that 129 truck parking
spots were eliminated. However, it was not known back
then whether or not TA would relocate to a nearby area.
Now, we know.
According to TA spokesman Tom Liutkus, the truck stop
company will not relocate the Troutville TA, officially
eliminating 129 truck parking spots.
It’s also known that VDOT agreed to pay TA
$7.2 million, approximately $1 million more than the
original offer. That’s the latest news of the multiyear legal
saga between VDOT and TA, effectively putting it to an
end.
According to The Roanoke Times, this is the largest
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settlement for eminent domain cases to obtain property for
the Exit 150 project.
Another way to look at this is to say that VDOT places
the value of truck parking at one location at more than
$7 million dollars. However, the actual value could be
exponentially more.
According to the Iowa Department of Transportation,
every 15-minute search for parking by truck drivers
together costs the economy $4.4 billion annually.
Even if that statistic is reduced by half, eliminating 129
truck parking spots at a truck stop that has been around
for more than 40 years can cost the economy billions of
dollars over time. The value of a truck stop goes beyond
revenue for the business. One strategically placed truck
stop can save the economy billions of dollars.
VDOT shouldn’t be criticized for taking down a truck
stop to revamp a highway. They had legitimate reasons to
do so.
And one cannot criticize TA for choosing not to relocate.
If there was a profitable alternative, they would likely
jump on the opportunity.
The problem here is that state and local governments are
not taking truck parking seriously when moving forward
with projects, such as this I-81 Exit 150 interchange. Any
time truck parking is affected, planners should find a way
to make up for the losses.
Eliminating truck parking is not just a matter of
convenience for truckers. It is a matter of time and money,
and their time and money trickles down to the consumer.
On a larger scale, Americans are paying billions of dollars
for every truck stop that closes. This is the mentality we
need to have moving forward.
MARCH/APRIL 2018
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The cost of losing
a truck stop

Public parking spaces
The situation in Troutville deals with truck parking
provided by the private sector, which is usually the case.
According to Jason’s Law truck parking survey results,
more than 272,000 parking spaces of the documented
300,000 spaces are at private truck stops, accounting for
more than 90 percent of parking. Approximately 36,000
parking spaces across the nation are at public rest areas.
Clearly, there is a large gap between the private and
public sectors regarding truck parking. Local governments
often exacerbate the problem by opposing new truck stops,
stifling expansion at current truck stops (see North Bend,
Wash.) or otherwise making growth in the private truck
stop industry difficult and costly. Meanwhile, many of these
state and local governments are doing nothing meaningful
on their end.
Because of financial woes, some states are actually
getting rid of parking spaces. In January, Connecticut
Department of Transportation spokesman Judd Everhart
told Land Line that if funding is not approved by the
Connecticut General Assembly, all seven rest areas will
shut down. According to CTDOT’s website, there are four
rest areas off of Interstate 84, two on Interstate 91 and one

MARCH/APRIL 2018

According to the Iowa Department of
Transportation, every 15-minute search
for parking by truck drivers costs the
economy $4.4 billion annually.
on Interstate 95. In total, 400 passenger vehicles spaces and
222 truck parking spaces will be eliminated if the rest areas
close.
Before anyone jumps on CTDOT’s case for eliminating
parking, it is worth noting that the department has been
on truckers’ side for the past two years. CTDOT has been
fighting to keep the rest areas open and has barely kept
its head above water. Kevin Nursick, a spokesman for
CTDOT, told Land Line Now that when the fiscal year
2017 budget was put together, funding for CTDOT to
operate and maintain rest areas was taken away, effectively
forcing closures.
Throughout the fiscal year from July 2016 to July 2017,
CTDOT managed to keep the rest areas open by reducing
staffed hours at all seven rest areas to just one staffed shift
Continued on Page 50
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The cost of losing a truckstop
From Page 49

each day. Rest areas remained available 24/7, but
the buildings were closed after each shift. The DOT
installed portable restrooms for travelers arriving at the
rest area after hours. The staff reduction saved about
$2 million a year.
Theoretically, the rest areas were in a position to
shut down in July 2017 due to defunding. However,
CTDOT knew rest areas were important and managed
to keep them open with a skeleton crew. Unfortunately,
when a state starts running out of money, truckers’
needs take a back seat.
Meanwhile in
Colorado and Arizona,
both states have released
a truck parking survey
to better understand the
problem, suggesting the
states are addressing
the issue and looking
for solutions. But do
Colorado and Arizona
have a problem
compared to the rest of the country?
According to Jason’s Law survey results, Colorado
ranked in the top 25 percent of states with the number
of public facilities and for public spaces per 100,000
daily truck vehicle-miles traveled. The state also
ranked in the bottom 25 percent for CVSA reports of
illegal parking. Only 18 percent of Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association members who took
the survey identified Arizona as a state with a parking
shortage.
But what about Connecticut, the state that is making
the problem worse? OOIDA respondents listed
Connecticut as one of the top states with parking
shortages. Only New Jersey, New York and Illinois
ranked higher.
In other words, the states that are actively looking
for solutions are the same states that do not really have
a major problem. Conversely, states with a legitimate
problem seem to continue digging themselves into a
deeper hole.
Last year, the Big Three truck stops – Love’s,
TravelCenters of America and Pilot Flying J –
added more than 3,000 truck parking spots to the
infrastructure. We don’t have numbers for public
parking spaces, but it would not be surprising if there
was a net loss across the country.
Until the public sector steps up to the plate, maybe
local and state governments should leave private truck
stops alone. LL
50 LAND LINE

MARCH/APRIL 2018

MARCH/APRIL 2018

LAND LINE 51

MORE FEDuP

Revisit and repeal
OOIDA backs EPA’s move to repeal emission regs on glider kits
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

he Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
demonstrated its support for the Environmental
Protection Agency’s plan to repeal emission requirements
for glider kits through a letter to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works in late January.
In a summary of the rule, the repeal of the Phase 2
emissions standards for glider kits is based on a proposed
interpretation of the Clean Air Act under which glider
vehicles would be found not to constitute “new motor
vehicles,” glider engines would be found not to constitute
“new motor vehicles,” and glider kits would not be treated
as “incomplete” new motor vehicles.
Under this proposed interpretation, the EPA would lack
the authority to regulate glider vehicles, glider engines, and
glider kits.
“The EPA’s initial
decision to classify glider
OOIDA said it applauds kits, glider vehicles and
glider engines as ‘new
(EPA Administrator
motor vehicles’ under
Scott) Pruitt’s efforts to the Clean Air Act would
better understand how irreparably damage a
the regulation of glider truck manufacturing
industry that has become
kits will affect small
increasingly popular in
recent years,” OOIDA
business truckers.
said in the letter signed
by Todd Spencer, acting
president and CEO.
“Since 2002, federal environmental regulations alone
have increased the cost of a new truck between $50,000
and $70,000, as costly components and systems have been
mandated. Given their unique assembly, glider kit prices
are typically 25 percent to 30 percent less than a new truck,
allowing owner-operators, who often work on the slimmest
of margins, to save tens of thousands of dollars on their
purchase.”
The comment period on the EPA’s proposed rule ended
Jan. 5. The EPA received more than 24,000 comments.
More than 3,000 of the comments were unique, while
about 21,000 were duplicate form letters from various
organizations. Many truck drivers and members of the
glider kit industry spoke favorably of the rule, while
many environmental groups and the American Trucking
Associations opposed the repeal.
“For many small business truckers, glider kits offer a
more affordable and reliable alternative to increasingly
expensive new vehicles,” OOIDA wrote. “Their regulation
under Phase 2 would effectively destroy the American
glider kit industry, eliminating the opportunity for our
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members to continue purchasing the vehicles that best fit
their unique needs.”
Many owner-operators and members of the glider kit
industry were opposed to glider kits being included in
the Phase 2 requirements. In a 2016 survey conducted by
OOIDA, 14 percent of owner-operators said they would be
buying a glider kit as their next truck. That was 2 percent
more than those who were planning on buying new.
In August, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt announced that
the agency would revisit provisions of the upcoming Phase
2 of the greenhouse gas regulations.
Those opposing the repeal cited environmental concerns.
However, OOIDA pointed to a study by Tennessee Tech
University as evidence that glider kits are environmentally
friendly.
The study included eight trucks with remanufactured
engines and five with original equipment manufacturer
“certified” engines. Each of the low-mileage vehicles was
evaluated for fuel efficiency, carbon monoxide, particulate
matter emissions and nitrogen oxide.
“Ultimately, researchers discovered remanufactured
2002-07 engines performed as well and in some cases
outperformed their newer counterparts in emissions
reductions,” OOIDA wrote. “This environmental benefit
is compounded when considering glider kits utilize many
remanufactured components, resulting in the reuse of
approximately 4,000 pounds of cast steel per unit.”
OOIDA said it applauds Pruitt’s efforts to better
understand how the regulation of glider kits will affect
small business truckers.
“Exempting these vehicles from Phase 2 regulation will
continue to provide owner-operators affordable and reliable
options when purchasing new or used trucks,” OOIDA
wrote. “While glider kits provide appealing cost savings for
drivers, they are also reliable, efficient, and meet all of the
environmental and safety standards necessary for operation.
We encourage the EPA to move forward with this important
exemption and encourage members of the committee to
support these efforts.” LL
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ooiDa pens letter to senate
opposing underride guard bill
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

A bipartisan bill introduced in the Senate in December dubbed
Stop Underrides Act of 2017 could add another mandate for
truckers: underride guards.
In a letter to Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., and Marco
Rubio, R-Fla., the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association is calling for a stop to the Stop Underrides Act.
Senate bill S2219 and mirrored bill in the House, HR4622,
were introduced in mid-December 2017 as a bipartisan effort
to curb deaths caused by vehicles crashing underneath trailers.
If passed, rear and side underride guards will be required
and considered
compliant if they
prevent a passenger
vehicle traveling
35 mph from going
underneath the
trailer. For front
underride guards,
the U.S. Department
of Transportation
will be tasked to
complete research
on their ability to prevent trucks from overriding a passenger
vehicle.
OOIDA sent a letter to Gillibrand and Rubio opposing
the Stop Underrides Act. In the letter, OOIDA informed the
senators that such a mandate would force truckers to “install
costly devices that have no proven record of enhancing safety.”
“In fact, the mandates you’re promoting may actually
increase the number of crashes on American highways, while
simultaneously worsening their severity,” said Todd Spencer,
acting president and CEO of OOIDA. “Your legislation also
creates serious economic hardships and operational challenges
for small trucking businesses, which comprise 96 percent of
U.S. motor carriers.”
According to OOIDA’s letter, the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration has considered similar proposals over
the last 50 years and has determined that an underride mandate
is impractical and costs would outweigh potential safety
benefits.
“Equipment with the strength needed to prevent underride
would have little ability to absorb energy in a collision, creating
potentially more severe dangers for automobile passengers,”
Spencer said. “While most underride crashes do not involve
intrusion of the passenger compartment, sudden impact with a
high-strength underride guard could fully crush an automobile,
causing more severe injuries and/or fatalities.” LL
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FMCSA clears up confusion
on crash preventability program

By Jami Jones, managing editor

he first six months of the first-ever
program to determine whether a
truck crash was preventable hasn’t
been all smooth sailing. And, to
counter issues, the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration is
releasing additional information to
assist users.
The Crash Preventability
Demonstration Program officially
launched Aug. 1. The program is to
test the feasibility and usefulness of
determining crash preventability in
a limited number of truck-involved
crash types. Generally, crash types are
considered less complex.
Since the program launched, more
than 2,500 requests for review have
been submitted to FMCSA. Problem
is, the agency identified some areas
of the program that need more
explanation and instruction.
The program allows motor carriers
to request a review of a crash to
determine if the motor carrier could
have prevented the crash. The
demonstration program is limited to
eight specific types of crashes:

T

n When the commercial motor
vehicle was struck by a motorist
driving under the influence (or
related offense);
n When the CMV was struck by
a motorist driving the wrong
direction;
n When the CMV was struck in
the rear;
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n When the CMV was struck while
it was legally stopped or parked,
including when the vehicle was
unattended;
n When the CMV struck an
individual committing or
attempting to commit suicide by
stepping or driving in front of the
CMV;
n When the CMV sustained
disabling damage after striking
an animal in the roadway;
n When the crash was the result of
an infrastructure failure, falling
trees, rocks, or other debris; or
n When the CMV was struck by
cargo or equipment from another
vehicle.

“Because the burden
is on the submitter to
show by compelling
evidence that the crash
was not preventable, the
submitter should submit
all evidence in support
of the preventability
determination.”
– Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration public notice

The demonstration program also
only accepts requests for review of
crashes that happened after June 1.
The requests for review are handled
through the DataQ system – the same
system that challenges violations
in the Compliance, Safety and
Accountability program.
According to a notice that was
published in the Federal Register on
Feb. 7, users are not always selecting
the appropriate category in the DataQ
system to have a crash reviewed under
the demonstration program.
“For the crash preventability

demonstration program, submitters
should choose ‘Crash could not be
prevented,’ ensure that the crash event
date is on or after June 1, 2017, and
select an eligible crash type,” the
notice states.
Proof that a crash was not
preventable by a motor carrier lies
with the motor carrier. FMCSA has
not set up specific documentation to
be submitted along with the review
request.
“Because the burden is on the
submitter to show by compelling
evidence that the crash was not
preventable, the submitter should
submit all evidence in support of the
preventability determination,” the
notice states.
However, the agency can, and has,
followed up on requests and asked
for additional information to ensure
that the truck was being operated in
a fully compliant manner at the time
of the crash. Some of that additional
information that has been requested
is proof of a valid CDL and medical
card.
Finally, if a review is closed with
the determination that the crash was
preventable or undecided by the
agency, motor carriers can have the
request re-opened one time. That’s
only allowed when additional or new
documentation is available.
The information gathered in the
Crash Preventability Demonstration
Program is not intended to be used in
civil court cases and is not considered
a determination of fault or negligence.
The decisions also do not remove
reportable crashes from the CSA
reporting and scoring system. Rather,
the information is intended to be used
to assist with the agency’s focus on
future crash risk assessments and the
impact on CSA’s crash rates.
The program is set to continue at
least through July 2019. LL
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President Trump signs Jobs for Our Heroes Act into law
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

President Donald Trump signed into law in January a bill
that aims to streamline the process by which active-duty
military, reservists and veterans receive commercial driver’s
licenses.
The bill, S1393, which was originally sponsored by
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, amends the FAST Act to
allow health professionals employed by the Department of
Veterans Affairs to be considered a “qualified examiner”
for Department of Transportation physicals. S1393 passed
the Senate in September. The House passed the bill in
December.
“Now that this bill has been signed into law, veterans will
be able to more easily transfer the commercial driving skills
they’ve honed in the military to civilian life, and therefore
more easily find jobs that pair well with their skillset,”
Cornyn said in a news release.
The FAST Act, which passed in 2015, directed the
Secretary of Transportation to establish a streamlined set of
standards for veterans applying for a CDL. However, the
FAST Act didn’t include active-duty members of military
and reservists in their application of standards for veterans
with previous training in military driving.
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To correct this,
the DOT granted a
two-year exemption
allowing states to
waive the CDL
knowledge test
for current service
members, reservists
and national
guardsmen if they
completed military
heavy-training programs and had been regularly employed
in a military position requiring the operation of heavy
vehicles and had been regularly employed in a military
position requiring the operation of heavy vehicles within the
year prior to their application.
The Jobs for Our Heroes Act, which is bipartisan
legislation, makes the two-year exemption permanent.
The bill also makes it easier for veterans to receive a DOT
physical as it allows all qualified VA medical professionals,
including advanced practice nurses and physician assistants,
to be added to the National Registry of Certified Medical
Examiners. Rep. Rob Woodall, R-Ga., originally introduced
this portion of the bill’s language. LL
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Mats anticipates more than
1,000 exhibitors for 2018 show
American Idol’s Kellie
Pickler to headline concert
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

t

outed as the world’s largest annual heavy-duty
trucking event, the Mid-America Trucking Show
will return to the Kentucky Expo Center in Louisville
from March 22-24.
Organizers anticipate more than 1,000 exhibitors and
more than 75,000 attendees in a venue with more than
1 million square feet of exhibit hall space.
“At MATS, you will experience all of the newest
industry products, take part in hands-on demonstrations,
engage with product experts and engineers, and
participate in educational seminars and special events,”
the MATS website said. “MATS will help improve
your career and grow your business while keeping you
connected with tens of thousands of industry peers.”
On Thursday, March 22 there will be a special VIP
session from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with doors open to the
public from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. On March 23, the doors will
open to the general public from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. On
March 24, the show is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For attendees who didn’t preregister by Feb. 22, tickets
will cost $10.

Concert
Kellie Pickler, a country music star and “American Idol”
alum, will headline the 2018 Mid-America Trucking
Show concert on Friday, March 23, at the Kentucky
Exposition Center’s Freedom Hall.
The annual free concert is sponsored by ExxonMobil
and the Mobil Delvac team.
“Every year, the Mobil Delvac Driver Appreciation
Concert gives us the chance to spend time with and
honor the remarkable men and women who drive
today’s trucking industry forward,” ExxonMobil’s
Cassandra Clarke said in a news release. “We’re proud
to be sponsoring our 10th straight concert, and we look
forward to celebrating with our colleagues and friends
across the industry in Louisville.”
Pickler boasts 11 songs that have made it onto
Billboard’s country music charts, including five in the
top 20. “Best Days of Your Life,” off her self-titled
sophomore album, reached No. 9 on the charts in 2009.
Her third album, “100 Proof,” was named the Country
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Kellie Pickler is scheduled to perform Friday, March 23, at the Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky. It is a free concert.

Album of the Year by Rolling Stone in 2012. She
released “The Woman I Am” in 2013, which included the
hit song, “Someone Somewhere Tonight.”
She gained fame as a contestant on the fifth season of
“American Idol” in 2006. That same year, she signed
with 19 Recordings and BNA Records to release her
debut album, “Small Town Girl,” which sold more than
900,000 copies.
In addition to her success as a singer, Pickler has
been featured on several television shows. She teamed
with Derek Hough as the winners of the 16th season of
“Dancing with the Stars” in 2013, and starred in CMT
shows “I Love Kellie Pickler,” and “Pickler and Ben.”
She also has been an avid supporter of the U.S.
military, having completed 11 USO Tours.
Free tickets for the concert will be available at the
Mobil Delvac booth (No. 18160 in the North Hall) on
March 22 and March 23 during regular show hours.
The doors to the concert will open at 6:30 p.m. on
Friday, March 23, and the show will start at 7 p.m. An
opening act had not been announced as of press time.
MARCH/APRIL 2018
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PKY truck Beauty
Championship
Named in honor of MATS founder,
Paul K. Young, the event has become
an annual attraction. The show trucks
will be on display in Lot J behind the
West Wing.
The winners will be announced
during an awards presentation in the
South Wing Conference rooms B101103 at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 24.
On-site registration to enter the
truck show begins at 10 a.m. Monday,
March 19. The prep lot opens
March 18.
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Parking

ooiDa booths

Tractor-trailer parking is $30 daily,
and spots with hook-ups are available
for $50. Spots with hook-ups must be
reserved by calling 502-367-5381. If
you’re in your personal vehicle, you
can count on $8 to park each day.
Free tractor-trailer parking
is available courtesy of show
management at Papa John’s Cardinal
Stadium. Shuttle buses to and from
the Kentucky Expo Center are also
provided for anyone parking at Papa
John’s. The lot will be accessible from
Wednesday, March 21, at 7:30 a.m.
through Saturday, March 24, at 6 p.m.

The Association will have two booths
at the 2018 show. Just like last year,
OOIDA will be in Booth 11128 in the
North Wing and Booth 65229 in the
West Wing.
You will be able to find Jon Osburn
and OOIDA’s tour truck in the PKY
Truck Beauty Championship in Lot J
behind the West Wing.
It will cost only $35 to join or
renew your OOIDA membership at
MATS. LL
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Charity helps bring
truckers home
Truckers Final Mile assisted
trucking families with $58,000
in benefits in 2017
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Robert Palm, an OOIDA member and founder of TruckersFinalMile.org,
spreads the word about the charity at the 2017 Guilty By Association
Truck Show in Joplin, Mo. (Photo by Mark Schremmer)

F

or a truck driver, tragedy can strike at any moment.
said. “But that puts us in a Catch-22, because the more
Whether it’s a crash, a health-related incident, or a
demand, the more we need to increase our donations to
family emergency, truck drivers are often hundreds – if not
accommodate all of these families.”
thousands – of miles away from home when it happens.
For now, Truckers Final Mile focuses on five services.
A trucker since 1981, Robert Palm knows this reality all
The
most common service is to bring a driver home after
too well.
the loss of life. Often, this can be an expensive burden on
The OOIDA member from Albuquerque, N.M., had to
the family.
recover the body of his stepbrother and fellow truck driver,
“We’ve assisted drivers home to Brazil and to Poland,”
Joey Miller, after his death in 1995.
Palm said. “If they’re here and
A year later, Palm was in a serious
serving in a CDL capacity and the
crash of his own. In 2010, Palm
family asks, we’ll do what we can
suffered a ruptured appendix and
to assist.
was hospitalized.
“We also don’t judge the cause,
Being away from home during
and we don’t judge fault. He or
these times can take its toll
she needs to get home, and that’s
emotionally and financially.
what we focus on.”
Palm figured there had to be a
If needed, Truckers Final Mile
way to help fellow truckers and
– Robert Palm, OOIDA member and
will also help get the driver’s
their families when they are faced
founder of TruckersFinalMile.org.
personal belongings back to the
with these situations.
family.
“The Lord spoke to me,” Palm
“There are some phenomenal
said. “He said there’s something
companies that will bend over backward to do whatever
you have to do.”
they can to help the families of the truckers,” Palm said.
That something was the creation of TruckersFinalMile.org.
“We contact every company. Some companies will say, ‘We
The charity, which is designed to reunite truck drivers and
got this.’ Others will hang up on us. We’ve had companies
their families in the event of death, debilitating injury or
tell us that if their belongings aren’t picked up in 30 days,
serious illness was founded in 2013 and received its 501(c)
then they’re going in the dumpster.”
(3) status in 2014. In addition to Palm, the charity’s other
Other services include helping unite spouses when truck
board members and administrators include David Paterson,
drivers are hospitalized for job-related or nonjob-related
Adabelle Rodriguez, James Burlison and Jeanine Palm.
medical emergencies, family emergencies, and physical
“We want to be part of the trucking family that comes to
therapy for incidents that force the end of a truck driver’s
the aid of families in need,” Palm said. “That’s our ultimate
career, such as a loss of a limb.
goal.”
Truckers Final Mile has received 27 testimonials on the
As of late January, Palm said the charity has assisted
website GreatNonprofits.org.
132 trucking families, including 54 with almost $58,000
“There is not enough good that can be said about
in benefits paid out on their behalf in 2017. Truckers Final
TruckersFinalMile.org,” one testimonial said. “Because
Mile had already helped six families in 2018.
of this wonderful charity, people in this situation (loss of
“More people are starting to find out about us,” Palm

“We’re all brothers and
sisters of the highway, so
we’re just helping family.
That’s what we’re doing.”
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a loved one) can have some comfort when they really need
it by knowing there is a way they can get their loved one
home one last time.”
Other testimonials shared personal stories.
“On March 7, 2017, I spoke with my husband right
before 9 a.m. Right around 11 a.m., my husband was
found deceased in his truck. We live in North Carolina.
My husband, a long-haul driver, was in Indiana at a truck
stop. Shocked, confused and alone, I had no idea what to
do. A friend told me about Truckers Final Mile and gave
me a phone number to contact them. With the briefest of
information, they took the ball and ran with it. …
“My hope is that no one ever has to deal with anything
such as the loss of a loved one so far away. I am thankful
that groups such as this, and especially this one, are there (in
case) the need arises.”
Palm said every one of these stories means something to
him.
“Every one of these drivers that we’ve assisted is my
brother and sister,” Palm said. “I cry with the family
members. I’ve attended funerals. I’ve attended weddings
with drivers’ sons. I’ve had dinner with families. I try to
continue a relationship with every one of these people.
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Clients have my personal cell phone and can call me 24
hours a day.”
Truckers Final Mile relies entirely on volunteers and
donations. No one is on the payroll.
“A friend told me that I was consumed by this charity,”
Palm said. “I said I would hope that when my family has
to bring me home that someone is consumed with the idea
of bringing me home. We’re all brothers and sisters of the
highway, so we’re just helping family. That’s what we’re
doing.”
For more information about the charity or to donate, go
to TruckersFinalMile.org or the Facebook page. Families in
need of assistance can call 888-857-7871. LL

HELP SUPPORT

truckersfinalmile.org
Respect and Dignity for the North American Truck Driver

Call 888.857.7871 or
www.truckersfinalmile.org
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Longtime trucker hauls
salt to keep roads safe
in Northeast
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

bout 20 million tons of salt is applied to U.S.
roadways every winter.
Over the years, John Merrill, an OOIDA life member
from Groton, N.Y., has hauled his fair share of salt from
the Cayuga Salt Mine in Lansing, N.Y.
“They’ll haul about 2 million tons of salt down there
this year,” Merrill said. “They put out 400 or 500 loads
a day down there.”
Merrill, 78, has been a truck driver since 1958 and
started hauling salt out of the Cayuga Salt Mine in
1969.
Cargill acquired the mine in 1970 and produces about
2 million tons of road salt each year that is shipped to
more than 1,500 locations throughout New York and
the Northeast to treat the roads.

A

Ð John Merrill, OOIDA life member

“It’s primetime down there right now,” Merrill said in
December. “The worse the weather gets, the more salt
that goes out of there.”
Living in New York all of his life, Merrill is used to
driving in inclement weather.
“If we get a foot of snow up here, it’s just a dusting,”
he said. “If it’s snowed six or eight inches overnight,
it’s just another day. You just watch out for the fourwheelers. That’s all you can do.”
Parts of New York, such as Redfield, can receive
as much as 30 feet of snow in a year. In December,
Redfield received 62.2 inches of snow during a 48-hour
period.
“You want some snow driving, that’s the place to go,”
Merrill said. “A lot of salt goes up that way.”
Truckers like Merrill help make the roads a little safer
in those areas.
“The roads are better than they used to be.”
Growing up with his father being a trucker, Merrill
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has been around the industry since he was a kid.
“I’ve always trucked. It’s all I’ve ever done,” he said.
“I was in the service for a couple of years, and I drove
truck while I was in the service.”
An owner-operator, he’s leased on to G&L Trucking,
which hauls salt for Cargill. Merrill hasn’t kept track
of his miles, but it’s safe to say he’s logged quite a few
over the span of six decades.
“I’ve never kept track of the miles, but I know it is 60
years of it,” he said. “That’s all I can tell you. I know
this: I’ve worn out a lot of tires in my lifetime.
“I’ll knock on wood for a minute, but I’ve had
only two nonchargeable accidents in my 60 years of
driving.”
And as someone who has maintained such a
safe driving record, he said he is confident that the
electronic logging device mandate won’t do anything to
promote safety.
“Why do I need someone to watch me 24 hours a
day? It’s not the truck driver. If a driver is tired, he
wants to stop and rest,” he said. “But if you have a
dispatcher, a shipper, and a receiver, they are the ones
they need to go after. Not the truck driver. If I’m tired,
I want to stop and sleep. I don’t want an electronic
device telling me I’m tired and when I’m not. I’m all
for safety, but I don’t need a device to tell me when I’m
tired and when I’m not tired. Just like I don’t need a
device to tell me when I’m hungry.”
Instead, Merrill said the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration should turn its focus to implementing a
better driver-training program.
“They need driver training, and they need more driver
MARCH/APRIL 2018
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“I’ve never kept track of the miles, but I
know it is 60 years of it,” he said. “That’s all
I can tell you. I know this: I’ve worn out a lot
of tires in my lifetime.”

An OOIDA life member from Groton, N.Y., John Merrill started his career
as a truck driver in 1958.

Much of Merrill’s work over the years has been hauling salt from the
Cayuga Salt Mine in Lansing, N.Y. About 2 million tons of salt is hauled
out of Cayuga each year.

training on the road,” he said. “It can’t just be in the
parking lot. They need to drive out on the highway
with a load. They need the drivers to do the actual job
before getting a license.” LL
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By John Bendel
contributing editor

Be careful what you post on
Facebook. The U.S. DOT is
watching.
Department of Transportation
Undersecretary Derek Kan
recently told an industry group,
“We are connecting diverse data
sets with comprehensive and
timely analysis for anybody
that’s on social media.”
It seems they
consider social media
is another source of
information, along with things like
traffic counts and accident stats.
The quote in Transport Topics
was from the recent meeting of
the Transportation Research Board
where Kan discussed new tools in
the field of predictive analytics – the
art of identifying heightened safety
risks and preventing crashes.
Is it true? Is the DOT watching
people on social media?
I reached out to the DOT multiple
times over a week. They did not
respond. So it’s pretty clear their
nonresponse is deliberate. It’s pretty
clear they use social media for
information, but whose? Truck and
bus drivers? All licensed drivers?
And what are they doing with that
information?
Kan spoke of identifying
dangerous locations and conditions
with new technology tools and data
from 765 sources. According to
Transport Topics, such “big data”
analysis has revealed unlighted
roadways can sometimes be safer
than lighted ones, and crashes in Los
Angeles occur more often in some
neighborhoods than in others.
But those conclusions came from
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Is it true? Is the
DOT watching people
on social media?
observable, measurable data. How
does that relate to social media data,
which is all about individuals? Has
the DOT found something reliably
measurable in what people post on
Facebook?
At least one company is trying
to do just that. Enlistics is a Webbased company that helps carriers
hire drivers and screen them using
social media. The company looks
for phrases it claims can predict the
likelihood of success or failure.
Tandem Thoughts featured
Enlistics a year ago. Back then,
founder Austen Mance told me,
“One such ‘bad’ phrase known to
correlate with employee turnover
is ‘I’m so drunk.’” He also said
research shows people who root for
home teams are a better hiring bet
than those who root for out-of-town
teams. I’m sure he’s statistically
right.
The problem arises when an

individual who roots for the
team back east where he
grew up posts a joke with the
phrase “I’m so drunk” in it.
He might be a great driver,
exactly what the fleet is
looking for, but the algorithm
that analyzed his social media
posts does not understand the
context. He doesn’t get the job.
We don’t know if DOT
researchers scan social
media in a similar way
– mining words by or
about an individual.
A mile is a mile. A
mouse click is a mouse click. But
a word or phrase cannot always
be taken at face value. In context,
it may mean something different,
maybe even the opposite. With all
the unknowable factors any statistics
that result will be questionable. An
adage from the early computer days
seems to apply here: garbage in,
garbage out.
Maybe DOT researchers have a
totally different approach to social
media. I doubt it, but I hope so.
Predictive analytics may already
be deciding who gets a job and
who doesn’t. Far worse, though, is
the prospect that it may someday
be deciding who gets to drive for a
living and who doesn’t.
That kind of technology takes us
into the realm of “Minority Report,”
the 2002 movie about a future
society in which a crime can be
predicted before it happens and the
potential criminal arrested before he
has done anything at all.
In a world where artificial
intelligence is now being used
to help develop more artificial
intelligence, we may get there
sooner than anyone thinks. LL
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DOT watching the web

MARCH/APRIL 2018

it’s the same old idea:
slap a toll on the trucks
By John Bendel, contributing editor

Here we go again. Governments
and toll agencies want to charge
you extra to go where you have
to go, just because you drive a
truck.
The latest proposal is to
cordon off the bottom half of
Manhattan and charge a fee to enter. The idea from a New
York State advisory panel is to erect E-ZPass gantries and
cameras to monitor all traffic into the area from the bottom
tip of Manhattan up to 60th Street, the bottom of Central
Park. That happens to include some of the busiest, most
densely packed real estate in the world. The people that
live and work there use up a lot of stuff.
True, interstate truck deliveries usually go to distribution
centers outside the city so local trucks do those last
miserable miles. Usually but not always. Some big trucks
do deliver in Manhattan – to the Javits Convention Center,
to city utilities, and to construction sites, for starters.
The advisory panel suggests trucks pay up to $24.34
to enter the midtown-downtown zone, depending on the
time of day. If you happen to be coming from west of the
city, that could be on top of the $108 it costs to ride an
18-wheeler across the George Washington Bridge during
business hours ($126 if you don’t have E-ZPass). Of
course, the GW Bridge is the only way into the city for
trucks from the New Jersey side, and only the upper deck
at that. The lower deck of the GW as well as the Lincoln
and Holland tunnels have been closed to trucks since 9/11.
The panel suggests that once built, the systems should
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charge only trucks at first. After an “appropriate” but
indeterminate period of testing on trucks, cars would pay
up to $11.50.
“I heard Gov. Cuomo mention it, but it was like a
throwaway. But now I understand he means it, he really
means it,” said Gail Toth, executive director of the New
Jersey Motor Truck Association. Many association
members operate
trucks in New
“it’s not congestion.
York City.
it’s a money-making
“It’s not
congestion,” Gail
scheme.”
added. “It’s a
– Gail Toth, executive director of the New
money-making
Jersey Motor Truck Association
scheme.”
For sure. The advisory panel report makes it clear the
money will for the most part be used to upgrade the city’s
decrepit subway system. Squeeze cars and trucks out of the
zone and get more people on the subway, right?
Not really. Private cars aren’t the problem. Neither are
big trucks. The panel’s own report says trucks comprise
less than 8 percent of total vehicles. The problem seems
to be the internet. Web-dependent Uber and Lyft cars
crowd the streets. So do cars and small trucks making little
deliveries for Amazon and other web retailers.
Yet the really smart people behind this plan are going
to charge trucks that have no choice but to be there. They
won’t go away because of the added cost. That will be
passed on in the price of everything delivered and sold
there. But the trucks will remain.
Unless they find a way to deliver goods by subway, of
course. LL

The book you
can’t put down!
Filled with stories about the life of a truck driver,
CB lingo, jokes, cartoon, photos and information about
the trucking industry, this refreshing book will make
you want to keep turning the pages. Written by Marilyn
Cochrane Hoffman, a 20-year veteran of over-the-road
trucking in the U.S. and Canada, CB Lingo offers a
fresh perspective of life on the road.

Marilyn Cochrane
Hoffman, Author

Order your copy now!
Available online at Amazon.com or BarnesAndNoble.com
MARCH/APRIL 2018
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OOIDA Truck Insurance
Great rates.
Outstanding service.
Friendly, fast, efficient service
for the busy owner-operator.

At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. You are our mission.
For more than 45 years, OOIDA has been
dedicated to developing a comprehensive range
of insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
OOSI is also committed to providing
outstanding, friendly customer service and
fast turn-around.
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy
is bound.
Call OOSI at 800-715-9369 and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
www.ooidatruckinsurance.com.
* Discounts and premiums subject to underwriting guidelines and verification of information.
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Shell Rotella SuperRigs heads to Virginia
By Land Line Staff

The big daddy of show truck
competitions, 36th annual Shell Rotella
SuperRigs, is scheduled for June 1416 at White’s Travel Center in Raphine,
Va., just off I-64/I-81.
The Shell Rotella SuperRigs Truck
Beauty Contest began back in 1982 as
a way to bring together and recognize
hard-working drivers from throughout
the trucking industry.
This year, the theme is “Tribute to
Toughness.” Owner-operator truckers
from across the United States and
Canada are expected to compete for
more than $25,000 in cash and prizes.
In addition to cash and prizes,
truckers will compete for 12 spots
on the 2019 Shell Rotella SuperRigs
calendar.
Trucks entered in SuperRigs are
judged by industry professionals who
work for major trucking publications
or broadcast companies. The judges

– who include Land Line Magazine
Managing Editor Jami Jones – score
the rigs on exterior appearance,
design, detail/ﬁnish, originality and
workmanship.
Judging will take place from 7:30
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Thursday and Friday,
June 14-15, and from 7:30 a.m. to 10
a.m. on Saturday, June 16. Individual
contestant judging is expected to take
about 20 minutes. Contestants do not
need to be present to win.
Here are some of the highlights of
the event:

n A truck parade, with participants
going from White’s Travel Center
to historic downtown Lexington,
Va., about 16 miles away, where
truckers will stage their rigs, turn
on their lights and pump up the
music as part of a street party for
truckers and locals;
n A ﬁrework display and music after
the truck parade at White’s Travel
Center; and
n A three-day music festival
featuring local bands and DJs.
White’s Travel Center offers a variety
of on-site amenities, including a
chrome shop, a pharmacy, showers, a
movie theater, numerous restaurants,
laundry services and a shuttle service.
A Blue Beacon Truck Wash and Cat
Scale facilities also are available.
For more information about the
event, go to Rotella.Shell.com/
SuperRigs. LL

NEED CASH FAST?
First-Time Owner Operators,
Limited Driving Experience and
Less than Perfect Credit

Apply Today!
FREE GIFT*
*Free gift available at closing

OFFICE LOCATIONS

TRUCK AND TRAILER PURCHASES n REPAIR LOAN FINANCING
LEASE PURCHASE BUY OUTS n COMMERCIAL TITLE LOANS
CORPORATE • 623-434-2500
34225 N. 27th Dr. Bldg. 1, Phoenix, AZ 85085
CALIFORNIA • 714-974-9700

4222 Green River Rd., Corona, CA 92878

GEORGIA • 404-975-4800

6604 Tara Blvd., Jonesboro, GA 30236
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FINANCIAL SERVICES GROUP CORPORATION

www.MissionFinancialServices.net
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OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May, 2020!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2020.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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Services
MembersEdge Load Board from DAT offers OOIDA
members the ﬁrst 30 days free and 10% off for
life. The load board was developed speciﬁcally for
OOIDA members and provides unlimited truckload
searching and truck posting, weather and road
conditions, truck stop and regulatory directories,
mileage and routing, broker credit scores and days
to pay.
National Truck
Protection offers
OOIDA
members
extended
service
contracts for
used Class 3-8 commercial trucks. To qualify, your
truck must be nine years old or newer, and have
fewer than 925K miles and a current inspection. NTP
service contracts cover the cost of parts and labor to
replace select power train components.

PrePass offers OOIDA members a monthly rate of
$14.90 per truck, plus a free trial. The automatic
vehicle identiﬁcation system enables participating
transponder-equipped commercial vehicles to
be prescreened at designated weigh stations and
bypass the facility.

25% off all services

$500 off tax debt
resolution services

My Miles Matter by Shell Rotella offers OOIDA
members 2,500 Bonus Reward Miles with the
purchase of qualifying Shell Rotella products. Miles
can be redeemed with an OOIDA membership card
through the Reward Catalog.

Phoenix Sleep Solutions offers OOIDA members
discounted rates on home sleep studies and
auto-CPAP equipment. The nationwide sleep apnea
testing and treatment program meets the objectives
of the FMCSA at a fraction of the cost.

Taxation Solutions offers OOIDA members a free
consultation and a 15% discount on tax relief, IRS
representation and tax preparation services provided
by a team of tax attorneys, enrolled agents and CPAs.

Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC offers OOIDA members a
10% discount on all services including back taxes
and tax-debt resolution; corporate and LLC formations;
bookkeeping; business and personal income tax return
preparation.
MORE SERVICES SAVINGS
IdleAir
Open Road Drivers Plan
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers

Join OOIDA today, call 816-229-5791
OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

Team CME
TTN Fleet Solutions

Software & Apps

MORE SOFTWARE APPS &
TECHNOLOGY SAVINGS
Per Diem Plus
Truckerdox
Truckersphere

GOLD LEVEL

Rig Expense Tracker offers OOIDA
members a 30% discount off the
license cost on all versions of Rig
Expense Tracker software. The software
allows owner-operators to track
income and expenses, fuel usage,
maintenance, trips and loads. It can
also be used to set maintenance
reminders and create invoices.

Corporate Supporters

SILVER LEVEL

TruckersHelper offers OOIDA members
a 10% discount on its range of
trucking business software. A variety
of versions are available to meet the
speciﬁc needs of company drivers,
owner-operators and small ﬂeets.

Rig Expense
Tracker

4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services

Aerodynamics
Crosswind Blocker
FlowBelow
SOLUS

TrailerBlade
Vorblade

Join OOIDA today,
call 816-229-5791

In-House Services
With OOIDA’s new Compliance Connection, you can
manage aspects of your business’s safety and compliance
records online, including driver DQ files, drug & alcohol
testing records, maintenance records and more. Call OOIDA
Business Services to find out how you can enroll.

Preparing for your income tax filings?
Don’t forget to include any permitting and licensing expenses you might have
incurred this past year. These are deductible business expenses and could
affect the amount that Uncle Sam receives from you!

OOIDA

SUPPORTERS

Mission Financial
Services

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication
CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Dura-Lite Heat Transfer
Products
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Missouri Movers Association
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Training of America
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors

“ This card
works for you.”
lley
Dustin Woo
nd, Ill.
Rock Isla

Your OOIDA
membership card
gives you more than
90 discounts,
rebates and more.
It pays you back.

OOIDA Member Dustin Woolley from Rock Island, Ill., is an owneroperator leased to his brother Chad’s company, Woolley Trucking LLC out
of Orion, Ill. Dustin saved more than $300 on a pair of Michelin steer tires
using his OOIDA member discount, and he says he uses the 20 percent
member discount on Wyndham Hotels all the time. Next he’s looking
into the OOIDA Truckers Advantage Fuel Card. He says he appreciates
everything the Association does for small-business truckers.

Tires
Continental offers OOIDA members special pricing on
TrukFix Emergency Roadside Service, including nonemergency service and emergency roadside assistance.
Beneﬁts include 24/7 availability, no membership fees
(pay only when you need it), regulated/published tire and
service pricing program, and more.

Michelin offers OOIDA members National Account
pricing on new Michelin and BF Goodrich tires, including
passenger tires. In addition, members gain access to
24/7/365 response from Michelin’s OnCall emergency
road service program.

OFFER

MORE TIRE SAVINGS

© Nikolai Sorokin - Fotolia.com

EXTENDED
Goodyear offers OOIDA members access to the
Goodyear Smart Fleet Program, which allows owneroperators and small ﬂeets national published prices
on tires, retreads and tire-related services, $50 rebate
per tire up to 10 tires, access to Goodyear Fleet HQ
24/7 roadside assistance program, and more.
Joining the program is free with current OOIDA member
number. Rebate offer expires Dec. 31, 2018.

Special Michelin tire
program membership
pricing on new tires, retreads
and tire-related services.

Bauer Built
Octagon Tire
Purcell Tire &
Service Center

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the
OOIDA Membership Department at
816-229-5791 for details on these offers

March/April 2018

▲

OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

Truck & Trailer
OFFER

TENDED

Kenworth offers OOIDA members a EX
$1,000 rebate on the following models:
• T680 and T880 with a 52-inch or larger
sleeper
• T660, T800 and W900 gliders with a
72-inch or 86-inch sleeper
Both new stock and special order vehicles
qualify. Truck must be delivered by Dec.
31, 2018.

EXTENDED

Freightliner Trucks offers OOIDA members a $1,000 rebate
on new 2018 and 2019 model year Freightliner New Cascadia,
Classic Cascadia and 122SD on-highway trucks. Trucks must
be delivered and warranty registered between Jan. 1, 2018,
and Dec. 31, 2018, and must be a qualifying new order or
Freightliner Trucks dealer stock unit.

OFFER

EXTENDED
Peterbilt offers OOIDA
members a $1,500 cash
rebate on the following
models: 579, 567 and 389 with a sleeper 72-inch or larger.
Take retail delivery between Jan. 1, 2018, and Dec. 31,
2018, to take advantage of this offer.

OFFER

EXTENDED

International and International Used Truck
Centers offers OOIDA members a $1,000
International Advantage
Card credit with the purchase of any new International
RH, International LT, ProStar, LoneStar or 9000i tractor or
any used International LT, ProStar, LoneStar or TranStar
through Dec. 31, 2018.
MORE TRUCK & TRAILER SAVINGS
American Trailer & Storage
Highway Trailer Sales
PACCAR Financial Used Truck
SelecTrucks

OFFER

EXTENDED

Western Star offers OOIDA members:
• $2,000 rebate for any new 4900 sleeper model
• $1,500 rebate for any new 4900 daycab
• $1,200 rebate for any new 5700 XE sleeper or
daycab model
Truck must be delivered by Dec. 31, 2018, and can be new or
from Western Star dealer stock.

Arrow Truck Sales offers Prime Perks to OOIDA members:
• Free six month/50,000-mile warranty
• $1,000 Prime allowance - $1,000 applied to ﬁrst
payment when ﬁnanced through TF or take $1,000 off
internet price
• One-year/120,000-mile Prime Plus engine warranty at
special pricing
• $500 off purchase of any NTP Warranty

Join OOIDA today, call 816-229-5791

Other Discounts
The American Truck Historical Society offers OOIDA members
$10 off regular annual U.S. general membership dues. The ATHS
is dedicated to the collection and preservation of the dynamic
history of trucks, the trucking industry and its pioneers.

▲

OFFER

OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

MISCELLANEOUS SAVINGS
American Hearing Benefits
Azigo Online Mall
Chrysler/Dodge/Jeep
Office Depot/OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

Parts & Equipment
TheBigRigMattress.com offers OOIDA members a $35
discount on high-quality truck mattresses. The mattresses
feature individually pocketed springs, ensuring comfort and
durability on the road.

Donvel offers OOIDA members a $50 discount on steer axle
stabilizers. The stabilizers turn air springs into a powerful
source of ride control for the front end of the truck for greater
ride safety and stability, less pain and fatigue, and longer
shock absorber life and tire wear.

4 State Trucks offers OOIDA members special pricing
on all new parts. In addition, the 12-month Road Boss
membership is available to members at less than half the
standard price.
With Road Boss, members receive:
• Free parcel shipping
• Cash back on every purchase
• 33% off on all Chrome Shop Maﬁa logo merchandise
and more

Special pricing on
parts and service

Centramatic offers OOIDA members a 15% discount
plus prepaid freight in the U.S. on their on-board wheel
balancers. The balancers increase tire life, reduce maintenance
costs, and increase fuel economy.

RigMaster Power offers OOIDA
members a $300 rebate on
all APU models. In addition
to reduced truck fuel and
operating costs, RigMaster
APUs also provide 110V housecurrent, a 60-amp (170-amp for
LG models) DC alternator to charge your truck’s batteries,
and an automatic climate control system with convenient
controls in the cab.

Dura-Lite offers OOIDA members
10% off the Evolution Charge Air
Cooler. The cooler is a patented hightemperature silicone grommet tube-toheader seal system that allows tubes to
expand and contract in the grommet/header, eliminating the
typical tube-to-header failure and resulting leakage.

MORE PARTS & EQUIPMENT SAVINGS
Balance Masters
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
CSTK (ThermoKing)
Dipetane
FLITZ International
Morgan Manufacturing

Mytee Products
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDogUSA
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call
the OOIDA Membership Department
at 816-229-5791 for details on these offers
OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

Electronics
GiraffeG4 offers OOIDA members a $15
mail-in rebate in addition to a 5% discount
on an in-cab, driver-programmable low-clearance
collision-avoidance system. The system uses the
latest in waterproof sound technology to measure
overhead hazards up to 20 feet, giving the driver
the opportunity to back out and choose another
route before damage to the trailer occurs.

Right Weigh offers OOIDA members a 5%
discount on all interior/exterior, digital/analog
load scales. Onboard load scale systems from
Right Weigh help you to reduce dependence
on commercial scales, avoid waiting in line to
rework loads, and prevent expensive overweight
citations.

Fuel
The Truckers
Advantage
fuel card
offers OOIDA
members
everyday fuel rebates, including a
10-cent-per-gallon discount from Pilot
Flying J.

Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
LaQuinta Inns & Suites
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car Rental

MORE ELECTRONIC SAVINGS
Blue Tiger
Fleet Electronics
Handsfree
HawksHead
PacLink
SafeKey

Shorepower
Technologies
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

Safe Driving Award
Recipients
Member

Years

Jarvis Gaudin ......................................10
Cedric Gaymon ...................................10
Alexander Pinckney............................14
Bill E. Ater Jr .......................................17
Alan D. Asbridge .................................30
Keith Jibben ........................................37
Hamed J. Diab.....................................40
Willia H. Newlin ...................................46
Lonnie L. Byers ...................................48

Sponsored by

Your OOIDA membership
card gives you more than
80 discounts, rebates & more.

▲

OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

Stay compliant with OOIDA.

Business services pick up

OOIDA now offers members OOIDA Compliance Connection,
a new program from OOIDA to assist members to stay in
compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.
With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and easily establish
compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA Compliance Connection offers:
• 24/7 online access to files
• Carriers can upload their own documents. No need
to scan and email or fax
• A system for storing driver qualification files
• Assistance with all maintenance files
• Organizes paperwork and allows auditors to
view records during a new entry safety audit

New Feature –
Permits &
Licensing
Management

• File copies of roadside inspection reports
• Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs and
other resources in an easy-to-access location
All of this information is easily accessible and can be sent confidentially and
selectively to an authorized investigator.
Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of
compliance record-keeping and maintenance.
Call OOIDA Business Services and find out about
OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
MARCH/APRIL 2018
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The connected cab
Whether it’s for
work or play,
truckers are
going high tech
By John Bendel
contributing editor-at-large

W

hen it comes to technology
and electronics, what are
drivers buying for the cab?
I asked someone whose job
it is to know. His name is Erik
Paalman. He’s a category manager
for TravelCenters of America,
Westlake, Ohio. His category is the
retail technology and electronics
available at TA and Petro truck
stops across the country.
The first thing to understand,
he said to me, is that most drivers
buy electronics to help them work
smarter.
“It’s nice there are certain gadgets
available to drivers, but most of
the stuff they purchase in our
locations is truly to do their job
better. My customers obviously
are utilizing these electronics as
tools in their vehicles to improve
their performance and to protect
themselves,” Paalman said.

Dash cams
are big
You might think that ELDs have
been the hottest sellers since they
were mandated by Congress in 2012
and by the FMCSA in 2015. Not
necessarily so, at least not for TA
Petro.
“Dash cameras over the past
few years have grown drastically,”
Paalman said.
“If (drivers) invested in a good
dash camera, they have been able
to prove on multiple occasions that,
‘Hey, it wasn’t my fault. I mean,
you can see what happened here.’”
Among the popular dash cams at
TA and Petro are models from Rand
McNally, Cobra, and Garmin. But
something new is
coming. Paalman
expects to
be selling
a new
camera
from
Uniden –
the DC720.
“It has a 720 view,
meaning that it
looks forward,
backward, to the
sides, and up and
down.”
Presumably,
the DC720’s
super-wide angle

lenses will provide a wider view of
the road ahead and some of what’s
near a truck’s steer wheels. The
wide-angle on the other side will
show the driver – you – along with
whatever and whoever is in the cab
with you.
“We believe that in the next
several years (the Uniden camera)
will be probably the choice for the
professional driver because now
they have an all-around view of
what’s going on,” Paalman said.
Little information is available
on the DC720, even on the Uniden
website. However, I did find
someone selling them on eBay for
the buy-it-now price of $240.

ELDs
Yes, TA Petro has been selling
ELDs.
“It’s a mandate that, whether
they wanted it or not, is something
(drivers) had to purchase,” Paalman
said.
Among the ELD
choices on TA Petro
shelves are models
from Rand

Garmin eLog ELD

Uniden DC720
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Rand McNally
ELD50

McNally, Garmin, and Pegasus
TransTech. But there are others.
“We wanted to make sure we had
a wide variety of ELDs so (drivers)
can make a judgment and decision
based on what they hear out in the
market and what is suited for them,”
Paalman said.
In fact there is probably no single
electronic device for truckers that
comes in so many varieties and
from so many sources. Nearly 290

MARCH/APRIL 2018

devices have been registered with
the FMCSA. Some companies offer
more than one model. For instance,
Rand McNally has 10 models; J.J.
Keller lists eight.
Besides TA Petro and other truck
stops, you’ll find ELDs online at
many outlets, including Amazon,
which offers ELDs from $45
(Konexial’s My20 ELD) to $800
(Omnitracs IVG). Prices do not
include monthly service fees.

Rand McNally OverDryve 8 Pro

GPS and
navigation
“GPS is pretty much Rand McNally
and Garmin in the professional truck
driver world. I mean, it’s a very
important tool. Obviously, if they
have a cheaper GPS unit that is not
as accurate as the Garmins and Rand
McNally’s and these guys make a
dezl 580 LMT-S GPS

Continued on Page 72
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The connected cab
From Page 71

wrong turn, that just costs money,”
he said.
Rand and Garmin dominate the
truck-specific navigation market.
But there are lots of other brands
out there, especially on the web.
You’ll find Tom Tom, Magellan,
Cobra and others, including a
product called the Xgody 560 Car
Truck GPS that sells for under $50
on Amazon – where 47 percent of
reviewers rate it a lowly one out
of five with 5 being the best. On
the high end you can pay as much
as $600 for a unit. The price often
depends on added functionality
and larger screen size. Rand
McNally’s OverDryve 8 Pro, for
example, includes SiriusXM radio,
an ELD, and more on an 8-inch
screen.

CB radio
“CB is still a strong category.
Obviously cell phones have taken
some of that away over the last
15 or 20 years, but the long-haul
driver is still a strong believer in
CB radios. We sell a
significant number,
especially the
Cobra 29LTDs,”

Cobra 29 LTD

Paalman said.
If Paalman is right, maybe the
latest isn’t always the greatest. The
thrifty Cobra 29 LTD has been a
best seller for more than 50 years.
Besides Cobra, the biggest names
in CB radio include Midland,
72 LAND LINE

SiriusXM satellite radio

AnyTone, Uniden and Stryker.
Various grades of CB can be found
from as little as $40 to as much as
$300.

Entertainment
“Obviously, we sell the SiriusXM
radio receivers for those trucks
that do not have them built-in. It
is still a good business. Instead
of having to tune your radio
constantly, you can just tune to
this channel and not worry about
changing it constantly,” Paalman
said.
With SiriusXM, the hardware
is the least of it – and just a
one-time cost. A $16 monthly
subscription will cost more than
the radio in less than six months.
You can pay even more, depending
on the package you choose, and
SiriusXM package selections
can be as complicated as
cable TV. You can skip
the radio altogether and
buy a subscription for
SiriusXM streaming and
listen on your computer,
but it will still cost you
$16 a month.
Satellite radio is not the only
device frequently built into new
vehicles that you can find on TA
Petro shelves to retrofit. Another is
the classic inverter, which changes
DC current to AC.
“Newer trucks have inverters,
but you know what? There are

PowerDrive PD1500

still customers that will need an
inverter in an older truck to make
their appliances and everything
else work,” Paalman said. “You
won’t see them in Best Buy, but
you’ll see them at a TA Petro.”
You can find them in other
places too, and sometimes for
less than TA Petro will charge.
The same is true of the other
items mentioned here. You can
also spend lots of time shopping,
ordering, and waiting – time many
of us simply don’t have. When
that’s the case, the truck stop you
have to visit anyway becomes a
very convenient source. LL
A trucker for 10 years
and trucking journalist
for more than 15 years,
John Bendel’s biggest
inspiration still comes
from his readers.
For his series in Land
Line, he wants to know
what kind of technology
has become part of your job. Love it, hate
it, how does it work for you? Email John at
John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
MARCH/APRIL 2018

Legal or not, marijuana use is not allowed for truckers

FEDUP

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Eight states have legalized marijuana
for recreational use. More than 20
other states have legalized the use of
medical marijuana.
So does this mean that commercial
motor vehicle drivers can partake?
The answer is pretty straightforward.
No.
“Marijuana, including a mixture or
preparation containing marijuana,
continues to be classified as a
Schedule I controlled substance
by the Drug Enforcement
Administration,” the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration
answered in October on the FAQs
section of its website. “Under the
FMCSA regulations, a person is
not physically qualified to drive a
CMV if he or she uses any Schedule
I controlled substance, such as
marijuana.
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“In addition to the physical
qualification requirements, the
(regulations) prohibit a driver from
being in possession of or under
the influence of any Schedule I
controlled substance, including
marijuana, while on duty, and
prohibit motor carriers from
permitting a driver to be on duty if
he or she possesses, is under the
influence of, or uses a Schedule I
controlled substance. Legalization
of marijuana use by states and other
jurisdictions also has not modified
the application of U.S. Department
of Transportation drug testing
regulations.”

As more states continue to legalize
marijuana each year, the DOT has
reiterated that the substance is not
allowed to drivers of commercial
motor vehicles.
“It remains unacceptable for any

safety-sensitive employee subject to
drug testing under the DOT’s drug
testing regulations to use marijuana,”
the DOT wrote in a drug and alcohol
policy compliance notice from 2012.
The DOT also makes it clear that
even marijuana used for medical
reasons is not authorized.
“Medical Review Officers will not
verify a drug test as negative based
upon information that a physician
recommended that the employee use
medical marijuana,” the DOT wrote
in a notice updated in October. LL
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Inside and out, there are custom touches galore.

Great color combo and a hot stripe design equals a winning look.

emblems replaced the originals. Other exterior features
include a custom Chrome Shop Mafia grille and an
American Eagle bumper with a CSM flip kit. All the
lights and underglow are by Trux Accessories, including
the single square blackout LED headlights.
Atop the windshields, we installed one of our paintedto-match sun visors, and Lincoln Chrome stacks. The
cab and sleeper extensions were done by Bub at Weld

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

What’s one way to make a Peterbilt 389 look unique?
Let the boys at Chrome Shop Mafia get their hands
on it.
Many trucks have rolled in to 4 State Trucks and left
with a complete facelift after being built by “the boys.”
Take Travis Throckmorton, for example. He came to us
with a dream, we saw the vision, and the shop crew made
it happen.
Travis, owner of Double T Enterprises LLC, is from
Norfolk, Neb., where he lives with his family, which
includes his two daughters, 9-year-old Brynn and 4-yearold Kayler. From early childhood, with his dad having
been a truck driver too, a seed of unwavering passion
for trucks was planted and has grown ever since. Like so
many of us, it was no surprise that he started driving at
age 18.
Just four years later, in 2002, he purchased his first
truck. After putting 500,000 miles on it, in 2005 Travis
purchased his first brand new truck and since then he
usually buys a new truck every three years.
Travis is going on eight years of being leased on with
Mike Murphy Trucking out of Walthill, Neb., and pulls
one of their trailers, a 2014 Westmor Proline. He mainly
hauls anhydrous and propane to co-ops for Ferrellgas and
Cenex Propane.
But what about the truck?
Well, let me give you all the details. Travis purchased
this 2017 Peterbilt 389 glider from Norfolk Peterbilt, and
took delivery of it May 22. The engine he spec’d was
a Cat 6NZ, factory 550, and as soon as it was dropped
in and the transmission was bolted up, and he took
possession of it, she rolled on down the road and was
dropped off at Chrome Shop Mafia HQ.
The C15 Engine still has yet to be officially dyno’d but,
with the upgrades made under the hood recently, it most
likely pushes around 650-700 horsepower to the ground.
When it rolled off the assembly line in Denton, Texas,
the truck was solid Omaha Orange, which remains the
base color of the truck today. The goal for the paint was
to have something unique but also to match the silver to
the trailer he pulls.
All emblems were removed and custom Peterbilt
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Painted tanks, fenders and rear light bar work well together.

Shop LLC out of Leavenworth, Kan. Take a look toward
the back and you’ll see front and rear Shift fenders
and a custom-made rear T bar to match the fiberglass
fenders. Open the hood and you’ll find that the motor was
meticulously painted to match the truck. With a really cool
one off design, one of Travis’ favorite parts of this truck is
the electric airline box that, when not in use, is concealed
within the deck plate. There is a button in the cab to popup the airline box that is powered by an electric motor.
Wondering about the interior? The exterior definitely
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turns heads, but the inside is also something to see.
Inside you will find a smooth aluminum floor painted to
match the orange exterior, custom upholstered seats, a
very respectable stereo system, SCI shift knob, matching
steering wheel and painted door panels, and instrument
panels with all the chrome accents.
All in all, this truck is a clean, smooth hot rod rig and we
are proud to know that Travis is satisfied and proud of the
finished product.
Be sure to keep your eyes peeled for Double T’s headturning 389 if you find yourself trucking across the Upper
Midwest.
A show truck? It may be.
But Travis has a “truck show” every day – as he is out
on the road, working. LL

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo. They
have been entrenched in trucking for three
generations and have but one focus: To serve
America’s truckers and assist in keeping them
“looking good and rolling proud” as they travel
the highways.
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Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

The toll of cold on batteries and fuel

Q

The brutal cold we have had this winter cost
me a small fortune in road service calls, not to
mention missed loads. I didn’t realize how much truck
stops charged just to go out in their own parking lot to
start a truck. Sometimes it was day after day, and even
after I bought four new batteries a few days earlier.
Thankfully, Petro honored the warranty, but I would
like to know why batteries keep going bad so quickly?
How do others start?

Corrosion adds electrical
resistance in wires and cables,
reducing current flow to batteries
during charging and increasing
current drain to lighting and
accessories.

A

When the starting load is greater than the power
available, the starter won’t be able to crank the
motor to build up enough heat of compression to ignite
your fuel. The colder it is, the thicker the oil gets and
the more it drags on the engine parts. That’s one of the
benefits of the new, lighter viscosity oils (SAE 10W-30
vs SAE 15W-40) that offer better fuel mileage, too. Full
synthetic oils have no wax and are thinner than mineral
oils when cold. While more expensive, they improve
fuel economy and start more easily in extreme cold.
Batteries don’t always get a full charge. Just because
a battery is rated at 650 cold cranking amps at zero
degrees doesn’t mean that it’s putting out that much
power.
There are many factors affecting a battery’s state of
charge. Among them are alternator output, drive belt
condition and tension, accessory current draw, and
parasitic drain. Although rare, alternators do wear,
lowering output amperage. Bearings wear out. Windings
loosen and bind. That’s why alternator and starter
rebuilders stay in business.
Older drive systems use pulleys and V-belts that wear.
Belt slippage, largely eliminated by serpentine belts and
belt tensioners, can affect output of even a brand-new
alternator.
Corrosion adds electrical resistance in wires and
cables, reducing current flow to batteries during
76 LAND LINE

charging and increasing current drain to lighting and
accessories. This is measurable as voltage drop, the
difference between alternator voltage output and voltage
at the accessory. It can occur at terminals and ground
points, where it can be seen, or inside wiring, where it
is invisible. You can determine how much voltage drop
you have with a multimeter. Never probe into a wire or
puncture insulation. That opens a path for corrosion.
The final source of current drain is parasitic, the
current lost to operate sensors, gauge heaters, security
systems, hotel loads such as refrigerators, TVs and
radios, cooking implements, and anything operating
when the engine is off. Over time, these loads can
discharge batteries to the point where starting problems
begin. The colder it gets, batteries have less power but
starters require more.
To avoid problems, make sure wiring is corrosion free.
Clean terminals with a brush and baking soda paste,
then flush thoroughly with clean water and coat with
dielectric paste. Test single wires for internal corrosion.
Use sealed wiring harnesses whenever practical. When
practical, switch to synthetic lubricants.

Q

When we had that awful cold weather through
most of the Southeast, my truck would crank
but wouldn’t start. When it did start, it might run for
10 or 20 seconds and then stop. I’d have to wait as
much as a half hour, sometimes more, before it would
finally run. I know the battery was good because of the
way the starter ran. What else should I check?

A

It takes three things to get and keep an engine
running: fuel, air and a source of ignition.
In a diesel, the ignition source is the air heated by
compression when the starter cranks the engine. In
extreme conditions, when the cast iron block and head
are near or below zero degrees, they act as a heat sink,
drawing off the heat needed to ignite the fuel.
An engine block heater can warm the engine for easier
starting. If you have a source of electricity, the cheapest
and easiest is a plug-in block heater. Every dealer and
parts shop has these. When you’re parked where there
are no plug-ins, fuel-fired heaters from Eberspaecher or
Webasto work well and provide other advantages.
Even more of a problem is fuel flow to the engine.
Early in the season, water is a big problem. It enters
fuel tanks on vehicles and at refueling facilities from
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the air as humidity. It condenses onto tank walls as
temperatures drop, finding its way past the lighter
fuel to pool at the tank bottom. From there, it makes
its way into the fuel system where the water can
freeze and block fuel flow.
Free water condensed in the fuel can be caught on
fuel filters, along with debris and sludge from fuel
storage tanks and biological growth, algae and fungi
that thrive on the interface between water and fuel.
When fuel filters are sufficiently clogged, they must
be replaced. Ice can contribute significantly to filter
clogging. Fuel-water separators need to be drained
regularly.
Debris and biological contaminants must
be filtered out, but water can be controlled by
emulsifiers or de-emulsifiers in fuel additives.
Emulsifiers break the water up into tiny droplets that
disperse water so it flows harmlessly through the
system to be exhausted as steam. Additive makers
argue whether emulsifying or de-emulsifying is best.
De-emulsifying treats fuel so it separates the water
and causes it to drop to the tank bottom for draining.
The argument has waged for years and will continue.
Later in winter or during prolonged cold snaps,
gelling is the problem. Waxes in fuel join together
to form a matrix that prevents fuel flow. Additives
delay this by as much as 20 degrees or more. The
best counter to gelling is an in-tank heater. Trucks
with fuel-fired engine pre-heaters and fuel heaters
had no trouble starting this winter. LL

DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.
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12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499

GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, Next to Pilot Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
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ANALYSIS

What’s in store for oil
and diesel prices in 2018?
With diesel prices hitting
three-year highs in January,
are we positioned for another
year nearing $4 at the pump?
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

O

n Monday, Jan. 15, average diesel prices hit above
$3 for the first time in three years, according to the
U.S. Energy Information Administration’s numbers. Is
this indicative of what is in store for 2018, or can drivers
expect diesel prices to stabilize or drop below the $3
benchmark?

© iStockphoto.com/B&M Noskowski

Past and present
On Jan. 15, national average diesel prices increased by
44.3 cents year to date, according to EIA’s calculations.
Similar increases are seen throughout most of the
regions. Prices in the West Coast less California region
experienced the smallest increase at 34.3 cents, followed
by the Gulf Coast region with a 39.6-cent increase.
The major outlier is the California region, where
prices at the pump skyrocketed by more than 70 cents.
This is mostly due to the fuel tax increase that went
into effect this year, increasing the gasoline excise taxes
by 12 cents and diesel excise taxes by 20 cents. Diesel
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prices in the West Coast region also saw a higher-thanaverage increase of 54.6 cents.
Numbers from ProMiles and TruckMiles revealed a
similar upward trend. From the beginning of 2017 to
the beginning of 2018, diesel jumped nearly 40 cents,
according to TruckMiles. On Jan. 3, 2017, nearly every
state in the contiguous U.S. was below $3. However, on
Jan. 3 of this year half of contiguous U.S. states were
reporting average diesel prices above $3.
Meanwhile, ProMiles’ numbers practically mirror
EIA’s with a yearly increase of 43.6 cents. Regions
with below-average increases and significantly higher
increases are the same as EIA’s.
Over at AAA, prices were still below $3 on Jan. 24.
AAA average diesel prices have increased by 40 cents
compared to a year ago.

Diesel price projections
for 2018
It is pretty clear which direction diesel prices are going:
up. The question is how much higher will diesel prices
go? Are we about where we will be throughout the year
or can we see prices approaching 2014 levels of
nearly $4?
A 2018 Fuel Outlook report from GasBuddy, a
crowd-sourced fuel price app, looks promising for those
wanting relatively low prices. According to the report,
diesel prices will peak in January at an average of $2.86,

MARCH/APRIL 2018

reaching a low of $2.59 in July and steadily increasing
to $2.84 in December. The yearly average comes out to
$2.70, according to GasBuddy.
Although Oil Price Information Service’s 2018 Outlook
Forecast report did not provide specific price projections
for diesel, it did provide price ranges for gasoline and a
deep oil analysis as it pertains to diesel.
According to OPIS, a petroleum pricing company, the
national daily average for gasoline since 2011 peaked at
$3.607 in 2012. Prices consistently dropped since then
until last year. By 2016, gasoline daily averages sank to
$2.123 before climbing to $2.39 in 2017, an increase of
26.7 cents. Comparatively, EIA’s year-to-date gasoline
difference at the beginning of 2017 was nearly 40 cents.
OPIS is predicting the gasoline prices will continue to go
up but at a more modest increase of approximately
6 cents.
If diesel maintains a similar pattern, then OPIS’s
outlook appears to be similar to GasBuddy’s projections.
In other words, expect an overall increase in diesel prices
this year, but not much.

Volatility of oil and fuel
All these projections assume nothing crazy happens.
Several factors can send prices skyrocketing or
plummeting, including extreme weather and geopolitics.
Although Brent oil prices temporarily reached $70 in
Continued on Page 80

PRESSURE gAUgES

Load Weight Lbs
Load Weight Kg
Load Pressure 0-100 psi
Load Pressure 0-150 psi
Dual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-100 psi
Dual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-150 psi
Oil Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Air Pressure 0-100psi
Air Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Fuel Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Dual Reservoir Pressure Pri / Sec
Applied Brake Pressure 0-100 psi
Dual Applied Brake Pressure Front/Rear
Turbo Boost 0-100 psi

TEMPERATURE gAUgES

Outside Air Temp C/F -99 to 180f (-72 to 82c)
Dual DIsplay Outside / Inside
Inside Temp
Heater / AC Vent Temp
Dual Display Heater/AC Vent Temp/Outside Air Temp
Pyrometer: 3 Sizes, 2 1/16”, 3”, 3 1/8”
Fuel Temp • Oil Temp • Trans Temp • Water Temp
Axle Temp Front Drive or Rear Drive
Dual Display Axle Temp Front / Rear

MISC. gAUgES

NEW

GAUGES
LISTED IN

YELLOW

Voltometer
Amp Meter 120 Amp
Clock 12/24 Hr
Hour Meter Dual Display
Air Filter Monitor “H2O
Fuel Filter Restriction “hg
Fuel Level 0-100%
Speedometer 3 1/8” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer 3 1/8”
Speedometer KW 5” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer KW 5”

• The bright LED displays automatically adjusts to your cab’s
ambient light for easy viewing - day or night.
• Small gauges ﬁt a standard 2-1/16” dia. hole.
Larger tach and speedo ﬁt standard 3-1/8” dia. hole.
• Your choice of chrome or black bezels.
• Includes high accuracy sensors with easy plug in cable assembly.
* Lifetime warranty excludes sensor cable and abuse
• Established 1985
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What’s in store for oil
and diesel prices in 2018?
From Page 79

January, OPIS does not see this as a sign of things
to come.
Financial pundits predicted $70 or $80 per barrel in
the last quarter of 2017.
“Numbers in those deciles may indeed return within
the decade, but current fundamentals and money
flow suggest these quotable targets reflect irrational
exuberance by the unseasoned prophets,” the OPIS
report said.
OPIS’s predictions consider “plenty of noise but no
constitutional crisis in the U.S.” and no new wars or
regime collapses. OPIS also allows room for some
disruptions in oil-producing countries like Nigeria,
Libya and Venezuela, but without new revolutions or
governments. With that said, any significant world or
U.S. event can affect oil prices and consequently, fuel
prices. By how much and for how long requires a
crystal ball.
As both OPIS and GasBuddy point out in their reports,
gasoline and diesel are just-in-time commodities.
Meaning, retailers do not have a stockpile of fuel like a

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and Puritan Life
Insurance Company of America of Austin, TX*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 11823 Winston-Salem, NC 27116.
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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department store has a surplus of items to sell. Despite
most gas stations almost always having fuel in their
pumps, what the average consumer does not realize is that
it gets there “just in time” before they run out. This allows
very little room for any kind of supply and distribution
disruptions.
Furthermore, OPIS predicts that the high prices seen
in early January can possibly be the highs for the year
and possibly for 2019. As the report suggests, “crude oil
finished the year much in the way that the New England
Patriots finished Super Bowl LI, with a bang rather than a
whimper.” That does not mean it set a precedent.
“OPIS believes that a modestly more expensive year for
gasoline (and crude) will be the outcome of 2018,” OPIS
states in its report.
GasBuddy explains the steady increase in fuel prices
over the past two years by pointing to OPEC. In November
2016, OPEC countries made a deal to limit oil production
as a way to address the global glut that sent prices falling.
As a result, prices went up, but not as much as hoped for.
That deal was extended for the rest of 2018. Chances
are this will only stabilize current prices rather than propel
another price surge, but it also prevents another drastic dip.
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“We do not believe that a return to the
apocalyptic numbers of 2008 or 2011-14
looms unless there is an apocalyptic
geopolitical or meteorological event,” the
OPIS report says.

On Jan. 19, the International Energy Agency announced
that U.S. oil production is poised for “explosive” growth
in 2018. U.S. oil and gas output is projected to hit a level
50 percent higher than any other country has ever
managed, according to IEA.
There are so many variables that can go so many
different directions. In the end, overall predictions are
mostly optimistic.
“We do not believe that a return to the apocalyptic
numbers of 2008 or 2011-14 looms unless there is an
apocalyptic geopolitical or meteorological event,” the
OPIS report said. LL
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EQUIPMENT NEWS

How low can emissions go?

Paccar unveils a $7 million zeroemissions prototype Kenworth truck
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer
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Funded by the Department of Energy, Paccar has teamed up with Ballard
Power Systems and BAE Systems to develop this zero-emissions
Kenworth T680.

Using a T680, Kenworth has replaced the standard
Cummins engine with a hydrogen fuel cell engine made
by Ballard. Hydrogen gas and air are used to produce
electricity, which in turn is used to propel the dual-rotor
MARCH/APRIL 2018
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MOUNT VERNON, Wash. – While some industry
stakeholders are talking about all-electric or self-driving
trucks, one manufacturer is focused on the immediate rather
than the distant future. Paccar is behind a zero-emissions
project called Zero Emissions Cargo Transport.
At a testing facility in Washington state, Paccar is
charging ahead with what is essentially a $7 million truck.
It doesn’t fly or drive itself. Rather, Paccar is focusing on
something else: hydrogen fuel cell technology.
Zero Emissions Cargo Transport, or ZECT, is a project
funded by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy and managed by
Southern California’s South Coast Air Quality Management
District. Three companies are working together on a
zero-emissions truck: Kenworth, BAE Systems and Ballard
Power Systems.
With BAE tapped to design the electric propulsion
system and Ballard taking over hydrogen fuel cell duties,
Kenworth is taking the lead role in developing the truck
technology. In fact, Kenworth is responsible for integrating
all three technologies together to form the finished project
of a zero-emissions truck.
So what exactly is a zero-emissions hydrogen fuel
cell truck?

The Ballard Power HC85 engine replaces the Paccar MX diesel engine and
uses hydrogen fuel to send 650 volts to XALT Xpand batteries.

electric motor that makes the truck move. When not
powering the truck, electricity can be used to recharge the
lithium-ion battery.
This complicated, scientific process does something that
makes regulators – especially those in the West Coast – very
happy: no carbon emissions. In fact, the only element that
is emitted from the tailpipe is water vapor, and that is what
ZECT is trying to accomplish.
Before going any further, it is worth noting a few things.
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First, this is just a prototype. Kenworth will release the
finished prototype to Total Transportation Services at the
end of March for real-world testing. Second, with an initial
range of only 150 miles, ZECT is designed for short hauls
and ports.
With that said, Kenworth is preparing for a future with
stricter laws regulating carbon emissions. Autonomous
trucks that run on diesel will be useless if they are emitting
an unacceptable amount of carbon into the air. With states
like California and countries around the world like Germany
and England moving to more environmental-friendly
regulations, trucks like Kenworth’s ZECT T680 may become
more necessary than some other non-traditional trucks.
Land Line was invited to get a first-hand look at the
prototype truck. Let’s start off with basic specs:
ENgINE: Ballard Power HC85
TRACTION MOTOR: Dual-rotor AC motors,
20 kW or 565 hp
TRANSMISSION: Automated Eaton 4-speed
BRAKES: Bendix Air Disc ADB22X
FUEL CAPACITY: 30 kg of hydrogen
BATTERY CAPACITY: 100 kW-h
BATTERIES: XALT Xpand 650 VDC

Continued on Page 109
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11 states consider
speed changes
From Page 31

Multiple bills in Oklahoma would
amend rules on speed limits.
State law already permits all
vehicles to travel at 75 mph on fourlane divided highways, including
interstates. A 2016 state law, however,
permits higher posted speeds after a
state Department of Transportation
engineering and traffic investigation.
HB3395 specifies that 85 mph
would be the maximum speed allowed
on affected highways.
A separate bill singles out vehicle
speeds along the Turner Turnpike. The
toll road connects Oklahoma City and
Tulsa via Interstate 44.
SB1385 would set the speed at
85 mph, up from 75.
One more bill would specify the
maximum posted speed along the
state’s fastest roadways. HB2636
would cap allowable speeds at
75 mph.
In South Dakota, temporary
variable speed limits would be used if
one bill becomes law.
The state Department of
Transportation seeks authorization to
set differing speeds along interstate
highways under certain conditions.
HB1008 reads that differing speeds
would be permitted for “varying
weather conditions and any other
factor that has a bearing on a safe
speed.”
About a half dozen bills in
Virginia attempt to revise maximum
speed limits for motorists on certain
highways.
SB466, SB206, HB73 would
increase posted speed limits from
55 mph to 60 mph on U.S. Route 301,
all of U.S. Route 17, and state Routes
3 and 207.
U.S. Route 17 now permits 60 mph
travel between the town of Port Royal
and Saluda.
HB684 would increase posted speed
limits from 55 mph to 60 mph on
state Route 3 between the corporate
limits of the town of Warsaw and the
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unincorporated area of Emmerton.
HB55 would raise the speed limit
from 55 mph to 60 mph on U.S. Route
501 between the town of South Boston
and the North Carolina line.
In West Virginia, interstate
speeds are eyed for a possible boost
in a House resolution. Specifically,
HCR28 calls for the Commissioner
of Highways to increase interstate
speeds from 70 mph to 75 mph “where
appropriate.” Speeds along portions of
the state’s corridors would increase to
70 mph from 65 mph.
Delegate Ron Walters, R-Kanawha,
has written that the state’s highway
system is able to safely handle the
higher speeds.
A Senate bill could raise the speed
on some rural highways from 70 mph
to 80 mph. SB96 would permit the
commissioner to study setting the
higher limit on interstates and fourlane limited access highways.
Two more bills address efforts to
lower vehicle speeds.
HB2185 would give local authorities
the ability to decrease the speed limit
on streets and highways where school
buses travel. The Commissioner of
Highways would be required to signoff on the change.
SB43 would authorize the
commissioner or local authorities to
set minimum speed limits in certain
congested areas and to assess fines for
violating the minimum speed limit.
In addition, legislation carried over
from the 2017 regular sessions in
Illinois and New York also would
revise certain speed rules.
An Illinois bill would increase the
speed limit from 70 mph to 75 mph
on most major interstates outside of
Chicago. Specifically, the bill would
affect I-355, I-80 and every interstate
west of I-355 and south of I-80.
The New York bill would
authorize the transportation
commissioner to bump speeds on rural
interstates, including the New York
Thruway, to 75 mph – up from
65 mph. Divided highways with at
least four lanes could have speeds
posted at 65 mph. LL
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Officials in nine states
focus on left lane use
From Page 33

in the far left lanes when it
impedes the flow of traffic.
Certain exceptions would apply.
Left-lane laggards also are
the target of a bill in the New
Hampshire statehouse.
State law specifies that anyone
driving slower than the normal
speed of traffic must stay in the
right lane except to pass or turn
left.
HB1595 would eliminate
the speed language in the rule.
Instead, the bill states that
vehicles must travel in the right
lane unless passing another
vehicle or preparing to turn left at
an intersection.
A South Carolina Senate bill
is intended to discourage drivers
from hanging out in the far left
lane of highways.
State law already requires any
vehicle moving at less than the
normal speed of traffic to stay
to the right. Exceptions to the
lane rule are made for situations
that include preparing to turn
or to overtake and pass another
vehicle.
Violators face fines up to $100.
S809 would raise the fine for
driving less than the speed of
normal traffic in the passing lane
of a multilane highway by as

much as $200. Warnings would
be issued to violators for the first
90 days.
The South Carolina DOT
would also be responsible for
posting signs along interstates to
alert travelers of the law.
One Virginia bill takes aim
at truck drivers traveling along
Interstate 81.
Sponsored by Sen. Mark
Obenshain, R-Harrisonburg,
SB561 would set up a pilot
program directing the Virginia
DOT to set zones on I-81 where
trucks would be required to travel
in the right lane only.
Obenshain wrote in the bill
that “such restricted zones shall
serve as a substitute for the
construction of truck climbing
lanes.”
Designated zones would need
to be at least 3 miles long on
a portion of the highway with
an incline of at least 1 mile or
in an area with at least 5 miles
between exits. Signs also would
be posted to display the right lane
restriction and the penalty for
violations.
Two more bills seek to keep
the left lane open. HB811 and
HB1012 would prohibit impeding
traffic in the left lane. Exceptions
would be made for overtaking
and passing another vehicle or
when preparing to turn left. LL

Our Wheel Centering Products are
a patented line of products
designed to Stop Tire Vibration and
Irregular Tire Wear.
Choose from these solutions:

SOLUTION A

The Centering Pins Sets are used when mounting
the wheels and then removed from the wheel.

BEFORE

SOLUTION B

AFTER
This sleeve set stays on the wheels at all times, is
for use on STEER AXLES ONLY and will center the
brake drum as well as the wheel.

SOLUTION

More than
a fuel saver

Safety • Stability • Savings
TM

Using Airtabs will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.

technical information www.airtab.com
to purchase 262-394-5752 or www.buyairtab.com
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SAVE FUEL
SAVE MONEY
SAVE TIRES

STEP 1

STEP 2

This 2-piece sleeve set also stays on the wheels at
all times, is for DUAL AXLES and is available with
or without brake drum centering.
All of these products are available in many
different sizes and conﬁgurations to ﬁt your needs.

Call 1-866-686-9285 today to ﬁnd
the TRU-BALANCE products
that are right for you.
www.tru-bal.com
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TAXTIPS

Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Filing your income taxes

Q

I am on the road and
cannot get my taxes filed on
time. What should I do?

A

You should file an
application for automatic
extension of time, Form 4868. An
extension means that you are
extending the filing of your income
tax return for six months, until Oct.
15. However, it is not an extension
of time to pay any taxes due.
Therefore, if you think you are
going to owe money on your 2017
return, you should get it paid by
April 17 so you can eliminate the
late payment penalty.

If you think you are going
to owe money on your
2017 return, you should
get it paid by April 17 so
you can eliminate the late
payment penalty.
A general rule in most cases is to
have paid in 110 percent of the total
tax from your 2016 tax return. You
will have to estimate the amount of
tax due on Form 4868. The IRS can
invalidate an extension if the tax is
understated. An extension is valid
even though the tax estimated on
Form 4868 is not paid. Even with an
extension, if you owe taxes and pay
the balance when you file your tax
return after April 17, the IRS will
charge you late-payment penalties
and interest.

Q

My husband and I just
completed our tax return,
which shows we owe more money
than we can pay. What can we do?
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A

File the return on time or
file for an extension to avoid
the late filing penalty of 5 percent
per month up to 25 percent. If you
think you can make the payment
within a few months of filing, pay
as much as possible with the return
or extension. Mail the balance when
you receive the IRS notice of tax
due. Paying by credit card is another
option, though a percentage of the
tax due is charged as a convenience
fee plus interest at the credit card
rate. That can be costly.
You also can request an
installment agreement. The IRS
will usually accept installment
agreements by filing Form 9465
with your income tax return if the
unpaid liability is $50,000 or less
and the tax will be paid within six
years. The IRS will usually accept
an agreement if the unpaid liability
is $10,000 or less and will be paid
off within three years and all income
tax returns have been filed. Any
taxpayer who has an installment
agreement for a prior year cannot
file another Form 9465. In that case,
they will have to negotiate with the
IRS.
If the amount owed is greater
than $50,000, you must attach a
Form 433F (collection information
statement). Also attach a 433F
if the amount owed is more than
$25,000 but less than $50,000 and
you do not agree to make payments
monthly by electronic funds transfer
or you cannot pay off the amount
owed within 72 months.
You can also create your own
online payment agreement at
IRS.gov. There are short- and longterm agreements depending on how
much you owe and how long it will
take you to pay it off.

Q

My husband is an owneroperator, and we have four
kids and a home. Why do we owe
so much money on our taxes with
all our deductions?

A

As a self-employed
individual, you are taxed on
your net self-employment income.
This is in addition to your federal
income tax. There are many
instances where your itemized
deductions and your number of
exemptions combined will be close
to or exceed your adjusted gross
income.
This will result in a low or zero
taxable income, which relates to a
low or zero income tax. However,
your self-employment tax is 15.3
percent of your net self employment
income. Self-employment tax
is actually Social Security and
Medicare tax, otherwise known as
FICA for employees. Employees
pay half the required amount
based on income and their
employer pays/matches the other
half. Self-employed individuals,
however, are required to pay both
sides themselves, double what
an employee pays on the same
earnings. LL
This article has been presented by
PBS Tax and Bookkeeping Service,
a company that has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping services
to the trucking industry for more than
a quarter century. If you would like
further information, please contact us
at 800-697-5153. Visit our website at
PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give specific
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.
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AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES

NTSB to investigate another Tesla autopilot crash
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The National Transportation Safety
Board announced that it will
investigate a Tesla autopilot crash
that occurred Monday, Jan. 22, in
Culver City, Calif. This will be the
second NTSB accident investigation
regarding Tesla’s autonomous
features as the federal government
pushes autonomous vehicle
legislation.
A Tesla vehicle crashed into a
stopped firetruck while traveling 65
mph. Culver City fire crews were
working a freeway accident when
the crash occurred.
According to reports, the driver
said the Tesla was on autopilot at
the time. No injuries were reported.
In May 2016, a 40-year-old former
Navy SEAL was killed in a crash
after his 2015 Tesla Model S drove
through a 2003 Utility reefer pulled
by a 2014 Freightliner Cascadia
turning left across U.S. Highway
27A near Williston, Fla. The Tesla

was traveling 74 mph on a 65 mph
highway, shearing off the roof of the
Tesla, which coasted 300 feet from
the tractor-trailer before striking a
utility pole and moving an additional
50 feet before spinning to a stop.
NTSB’s final report on the Florida
crash concluded that the Tesla
driver had the Autopilot Technology
Package option installed, including
Autopark, Traffic-Aware Cruise
Control, Autosteer, Auto Lane
Change and Forward Collision
Warning.
Fault was directed to both Tesla
and the driver. NTSB said that
Tesla could have done more to
prevent drivers from abusing the
autonomous feature by treating it
like a fully self-driving vehicle. On
the other hand, the report noted
that the driver was also at fault for
not paying attention despite the
autonomous features requiring
human operators to be attentive,
including keeping hands on the
wheel and eyes on the road. LL

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
★ Income Tax Preparation
★ Bookkeeping Services
★ Quarterly Estimated Taxes
★ Financial Statements
★ Corporate & LLC formations

KEEP MORE OF WHAT
YOU EARN AND
LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Making healthy smiles
affordable.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping

Circle No. 40 on Response Card
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Get it off my record
We get a lot of calls asking if we
can help remove arrest records,
criminal charges and traffic ticket
convictions from criminal history
and driver records. The answer is it
depends. How long ago were you
arrested? What was the charge you
were arrested for? Did you have a
lawyer help you with your criminal
charge or traffic ticket? Are you
having trouble finding a job due to
your criminal or traffic conviction?

The devil is in the details
when you embark
on a journey to have
information removed
from your public record.
These are some of the questions
we ask callers when they want help
to remove arrests or convictions
from their records. Here are a few
questions we’ve recently received
regarding removal of arrests or
convictions and our answers. We
hope the information helps.

Q.

I was arrested for DUI
a couple of years ago
when I was driving my car. I
went to court and the judge put
me on probation for one year.
I successfully completed my
probation and the judge dismissed
my DUI charge. But now when
I apply for a job my DUI arrest
shows up, and I can’t get hired.
What can I do?

A
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Your problem is very
common and one that we

help a lot of drivers with. Without
getting too technical, there’s
usually a way that we can go to the
proper court in the same county
where you were arrested and ask
the judge to expunge your arrest
record from that particular county.
Now remember, your arrest
record is different than your final
court disposition record. Usually, if
we’re successful in expunging your
arrest record in a particular matter,
your final disposition or outcome
(i.e. a report that you successfully
completed your probation)
also will be expunged and so
your arrest and court outcome
information would both be offlimits to the general public.

Q.

I used to drive for a
company where I had to
change trucks a lot and would
drive a lot of different trucks. The
last time I changed trucks, I didn’t
have much time to go through
the cab and when I stopped at my
first scale, an officer inspected my
truck and found a small amount
of marijuana.
I was arrested, and when I
went to court I agreed to a 90-day
deferral, which meant I had to
go 90 days from my court date
without getting another, similar
charge. I came back to court after
my 90 days, showed the judge my
driving record as proof I didn’t
receive any similar charges, and
the judge dismissed my case.
After the judge dismissed my case,
my lawyer asked to expunge my
deferral plea agreement so there’d
be no record of it. But now, I

can’t get a job and companies
keep telling me the reason is
because of this case. I don’t
understand. I thought that when
the judge expunged my case that
it would be like it never existed.
How come all these companies
are able to see it and what can I
do?

A

Your problem is that
although the judge
expunged your court outcome, or
in this matter your deferral, that
doesn’t expunge your arrest.
Usually, in most states, you have to
wait at least one year before you
can ask to have an arrest expunged.
Also, when you do go back to
court after a year from the subject
arrest, you want to make sure
that your attorney also includes
language in the expungement
order that actually expunges the
expungement. In other words, you
want your original disposition,
arrest and the final expungement
proceeding to be omitted from any
public record. LL

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call 405242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or email
RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reﬂect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for speciﬁc
advice on your situation.
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Bills in six states focus
on highway protests
From Page 34

One Senate bill, SB813, would make it a Class A
misdemeanor to block lanes of interstate or other limited
access highways.
Fines would be set at $1,000 to $5,000, or offenders
could be sentenced to jail time of seven to 30 days.
Offenders could also be held liable in civil suits filed by
ambulance patients delayed by blocked interstates.
An effort underway in the Kentucky Legislature
covers concerns about protests that spill onto roadways.
Rep. Wesley Morgan, R-Richmond, introduced a bill to
protect drivers who unintentionally strike pedestrians in
certain situations.
Specifically, motorists and truck drivers would not be
held criminally or civilly liable for causing injury or death
to a person obstructing traffic on a public street, road, or
highway during a protest where a permit was not granted.
HB53 would also outlaw a person from concealing
their identity within 500 feet of a protest site. Protesters
wearing protective gear, including shields and armor,
would also be off limits. Carrying a deadly weapon also
would be prohibited.
In addition, the effort would prohibit people from
interfering with police duties during a protest.
Violators would face up to one year behind bars and a
$500 fine.
Similarly, in North Carolina, a bill halfway
through the statehouse would shield drivers from lawsuits
if they “exercise due care” in instances where protesters
blocking the road are hit.
HB330 would not protect drivers from liability if they
are “willful and wanton” when striking protesters or
demonstrators while blocking a roadway. Immunity also
would be off the table for hitting someone who has a
valid permit allowing a protest in a public street.
The issue is also being addressed at the Iowa
statehouse. A Senate bill would prohibit people from
intentionally blocking traffic on highways with speeds
posted at 55 mph or more.
SF2222 would authorize people found guilty to face up
to five years in prison and/or fines up to $7,500.
Iowa law already prohibits people from placing
obstructions on roadways. Violators face up to two years
behind bars and fines up to $6,250.
Sen. Jake Chapman, R-Adel, previously said he
recognizes the right to protest but that interstate highways
are not the place to do it.
Legislation to address the issue are ongoing in states
that include Massachusetts and Washington. LL
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BEYOND THE BUZZ

Tesla, Navistar and Volvo contend
for pole position in electric truck race
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

The race toward electric trucks is getting tighter after
Tesla announced its Semi in November, with known orders
hovering around 500 trucks. Since then, Volvo and Navistar
have been open about their plans, with the latter claiming
to have more electric trucks on the road than Tesla in the
not-too-distant future.
Since November, large fleets have publicly announced
their Tesla Semi advance orders, ranging from one truck to
more than 100 trucks. As
of press time, UPS has the
single largest order of 125
trucks. Other large orders
come from PepsiCo (100),
Sysco (50), Bee’ah (50)
and Anheuser Busch (40).
With so many orders
for a truck that has no
track record, the message
Tesla
to manufacturers is clear:
There is strong demand for
electric trucks.
In January, Volvo Trucks
announced its plans
regarding electric trucks.
Essentially, Volvo Trucks
views electric trucks as
a “viable future freight
transport solution in North
America.”
Volvo
According to Volvo’s
news release, the Swedish
manufacturer will start
selling electric trucks in
Europe in 2019. For North
America, Volvo is working
toward commercialization
of electric trucks as
advancements in battery
technology accelerate
viability for North
American duty cycles
Navistar
and energy demands
for a broad range of
applications.
Europe has been leading the way for electric trucks.
Several manufacturers have already rolled out mediumduty electric trucks throughout Europe. Different

513-476-7032
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regulations and smaller areas to cover while driving make
electric trucks more viable overseas.
The technology and demand for electric trucks exist.
North American companies are just waiting for other
variables to click before going all-in on electric trucks.
Navistar is another truck manufacturer ready to compete
with tech companies trying to get into the electric truck
game. Lyndi McMillan, Navistar spokeswoman, told
Land Line that they plan on launching more electric trucks
on the roads than Tesla by 2025. In Navistar’s case, their
focus will be primarily medium-duty trucks, as opposed to
Tesla’s Class 8 Semi.
Daimler is another big name in trucking that has already
dipped a toe or two in the water. Its E-Fuso Vision One
truck has already launched in parts of Europe and Japan.
Some speculate that manufacturers like Daimler and
Navistar can afford to take their time launching electric
trucks in North America due to their reputation, experience
and market share. According to Statista, Freightliner holds
a 37 percent market share for U.S. Class 8 trucks as of
March 2017, followed by Peterbilt (16 percent), Kenworth
(12.5 percent), International (10.9 percent), Volvo (10.5
percent) and Mack (10.4 percent). Daimler, Paccar and
Volvo reign supreme.
But Tesla CEO Elon Musk is not intimidated by the
industry veterans. In fact, he is willing to put his paycheck
on the line. In January, Musk announced he will be staying
on as CEO, but with a unique compensation package.
According to a regulatory filing, Musk will continue as
CEO of Tesla for the next 10 years, but his compensation
is based on hitting astronomical milestones. Currently,
Tesla is worth just under $60 billion. In order to get paid,
Musk must hit 12 targets. The first target is to hit
$100 billion in market revenue. From there, each target
is $50 billion more than the previous until Tesla reaches
$650 billion. For comparison, Apple was valued at nearly
$869 billion in the fourth quarter 2017, the most valuable
company in the world. Amazon, in fourth place, was
valued at $564 billion, preceded by Microsoft at
$660 billion.
In simplest terms, Musk must turn Tesla into one of the
most valuable companies in the world or get paid nothing.
Other than the required $37,000 minimum wage salary
required by California state law, if Tesla underperforms
by only 1 percent, Musk gets nothing. Most CEOs get
lucrative packages even if they fail miserably.
Musk is more incentivized to succeed than the CEOs
at Daimler or Paccar, forcing him to produce electric
vehicles within 10 years. This move could speed up the
process, putting electric vehicles, including trucks, on the
roads quicker than most imagined. LL
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YOURHEALTH
Dr. Bethany Dixon

There is so much information in
the news. If you were taking all the
supplements recommended, you
would be taking 50 pills a day. What
should you really take?
First off, we need to settle the big
debate: If I eat right, why do I need
a supplement?
Most of America does not get the
recommended daily intake of fruits,
vegetables, protein and fiber. Even
if we did eat the recommended
quantity and eat a variety of fruits
and vegetables, the quality of our
food is just not what it used to be.

Many patients would
never know that
although they are
overweight that
they are actually
malnourished.
In the older and much wiser days,
we used to rotate crops and provide
our produce with nutrient rich soil
so that the plant was nutrient dense.
These days, our plants are not
rotated and stay in nutrient depleted
ground. They are being sprayed with
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chemicals and just not as powerfully
packed with vitamins and minerals
as they once were. Our bodies
need those vitamins and minerals,
which leads us to the answer of yes,
everyone should supplement.
That leads to the second most
asked question: What should I take?
I recommend that all of my patients
start on what I call the essential
daily four-pack.
A quality multivitamin will cover
many of the things that a body is
lacking. It will give you the basic
building blocks that your body needs
daily. This will cover most of the
basic vitamins including vitamin
A, most of the B vitamins, vitamin
C, vitamin D3, vitamin E, calcium,
magnesium and so on.
Just as your truck needs fuel to
run, your body needs the building
blocks to perform the simplest
functions. Without B vitamins, you
may feel tired. Without antioxidants,
such as vitamins C and E, your
immune system will not function
properly and you may find yourself
getting sick.
The next in my essential daily four
pack is a quality vitamin D3.
Not all vitamin D is created equal.
Vitamin D2 is not as absorbable as

vitamin D3. D3 is normally animal
based, and the body can absorb it
much more readily. Why do we
need it? D3 is essential for bones,
the immune system and the nervous
system. Studies have shown that it
facilitates hormone regulation and is
linked to mood problems, including
depression, anxiety and insomnia. It
helps manage blood sugar and can
help diabetes prevention. D3 also
plays a role in the cardiovascular
system and helps fight heart disease.
It has even been correlated to
protect against some cancers.
Although we do get vitamin
D from the sun the most recent
studies have shown that 90 percent
of Americans with darker skin
are deficient in vitamin D as well
as 70 percent of lighter skinned
Americans. This might be the most
deficient vitamin for Americans.
The best way to find out what your
vitamin D levels are is to ask your
doctor to check your vitamin D
blood levels.
The third supplement in my
essential daily four pack is
magnesium.
Magnesium is a mineral that
is vital for all of us. It helps
regulate calcium, sodium and
potassium. Many of the
drivers out there are
not replenishing
their electrolytes
every time they
sweat and over
time become
magnesium
deficient.
Overall, there
are some studies
that say up to 80
percent of people
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The scoop on supplements

are deficient in magnesium (mg).
Magnesium has been found to
be in more than 300 functions in
the body and is vital in digestion,
musculoskeletal and nervous systems.
There are also medications that
decrease the magnesium absorption.
Muscle aches and pains can be a sign
that you are magnesium deficient.
Fibromyalgia and migraines have
been treated with magnesium
supplementation. If you have chronic
constipation this can also be as simple
as adding a magnesium supplement
to maintain regularity. Not only does
magnesium relax you muscles and
your GI (gastrointestinal) tract but it
will relax your mind and can decrease
anxiety and decrease your blood
pleasure.
The last vital supplement in my
essential daily four pack is fish oil.
The omega-3 fatty acids are vital
for anti-inflammatory and health
promoting function.

Most Americans don’t get enough
omega-3 fatty acids and have too
many omega-6 fatty acids. This leads
to inflammatory diseases. Example
of inflammatory diseases are arthritis,
ulcerative colitis and Crohn’s disease,
hepatitis, heart disease, any of the
autoimmune disorders, such as
systemic lupus and multiple sclerosis.
Diabetes is also an inflammatory
state, so adding fish oil to your daily
routine will help combat bad fats and
pro-inflammatory foods.
Many patients would never know
that although they are overweight that
they are actually malnourished. Until
you feed that body the nutrients it
needs, it won’t matter how many diet
pills and energy pills you take. The
body will not be adequately equipped
to lose weight or feel great. Ask your
doctor before making any change in
your health care, but get on the road
to good health with this essential daily
four pack and give your body the

tools it needs to be healthy.
Lastly, it’s always the best practice
to talk with your doctor or a dietitian
about nutritional supplements. Don’t
forget to ask about potential side
effects and any interactions they may
have with medications you take. LL

Dr. Dixon is a
FMCSA Certified
Medical Examiner,
chiropractic
physician, and a
licensed registered
dietitian, at the
Drivers Health Clinic
in Wildwood, Fla.
This column is
the opinion of the writer and does not
necessarily reflect the opinions of Land
Line Magazine or its publisher. Please
remember everyone’s health situation
is different. If you have questions
regarding medical issues, consult your
personal physician.

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
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STATEWATCH
From Page 37

repairs or place of safety. SB968
would clarify the provisions with
parameters for how tow trucks can
operate. Specifically, towing affected
vehicles would be limited to within 75
miles of the point of disability. Towing
length restrictions for affected tows
would also be limited to 150 feet.
Another bill would require
smartphone manufacturers to add the
capability of downloading a shutoff function, or “kill switch,” to all
new devices sold. The kill switch
function allows smartphone owners
to remotely disable their device if it is
lost or stolen, rendering it useless to
thieves. Owners can later reverse the
function. HB576 would also require
smartphones sold in the state to be
equipped with the function.

RHODE ISLAND
One bill would outlaw provisions
in truck contracts that provide for
shippers to be indemnified for losses
caused by their own negligence and
make them “void and unenforceable.”
H7308 would affect “a contract,
agreement or understanding” between
a motor carrier and a shipper covering
the transportation of property by
motor carriers, entrance on property to
load, unload, or transport property.

SOUTH DAKOTA
The Senate voted unanimously to
advance to the House a bill to allow
CDL applicants three attempts to
pass the CDL examination. SB22
would require the three attempts to be
completed within six months.
TENNESSEE
Two bills, HB1697/SB1783, call
for rerouting funds generated by the
overweight vehicle tax. Proceeds
of the 3 cent or 5 cent per pound
overload taxes would be allocated to
the state’s general fund instead of the
state’s highway fund.
UTAH
One Senate bill on the move is
intended to simplify toll collection.
Specifically, SB71 would authorize
electronic collection methods to collect
money to avoid the need of setting up
toll booths. Cameras could be used
instead. The bill does not name a
location for tolling authorization.
VIRgINIA
A Senate bill calls for the
Commonwealth Transportation Board
to study the feasibility of collecting
truck tolls along Interstate 81.
SB971 is touted to adopt policy that
minimizes effects on local traffic and
the diversion of truck traffic from
the interstate.

WASHINgTON
Two House bills are of interest.
HB2807 would require the state
DOT to study and develop a program
to educate drivers of large trucks
regarding parking options. A person
would be allowed to stop, stand or
park a truck for up to 11 hours in a
rest area or safety rest area within the
limits of the right-of-way of interstate
highways or other state highways.
HB2601 would mandate all drayage
trucks serving certain high-volume
ports to meet the 2007 truck engine
standard by Jan. 1, 2019. High-volume
ports would be required to develop
and submit to the Legislature by
Jan. 1, 2020, a plan for requiring all
drayage trucks transporting shipping
containers in and out of high-volume
ports to be zero emission vehicles
by 2035.
WYOMINg
A House joint resolution pursues a
CDL compact agreement. HJ0002
requests Congress to enact legislation
permitting Western states to enter into
a voluntary compact to establish a
graduated commercial driver licensing
program that would allow commercial
drivers ages 18-21 to operate a
commercial vehicle in “a consenting,
contiguous state.” LL

Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
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By Land Line Staff

MATS to kick off truck show season
One of Jon Osburn’s favorite times of
year is almost here.
When the Mid-America Trucking
Show in Louisville, Ky., kicks off
in March, truck show season will
officially begin.
MATS, which will have more than
a million square feet of exhibit space
and more than 1,000 exhibitors, will
take place from March 22-24 at the
Kentucky Exposition Center.
“It’s the biggest truck show in the
nation,” said Osburn, the skipper
of OOIDA’s Spirit of the American
Trucker tour truck. “They have
show trucks, and it’s a truck show.
If there’s new technology involving
trucks, you’re probably going to
see it at MATS for the first time.
You’re going to see all the new
technology. Whether it’s heating or

air conditioning systems, trailers, or
cargo securement stuff, you’re going
to see it there.”
MATS started as an annual
event in 1972 and attracts more
than 75,000 attendees each year.
The show is a chance to see the
industry’s newest products, take part
in hands-on demonstrations, sit in
on educational seminars, and enjoy
free entertainment. Each year, MATS
hosts a concert. This year’s headliner
will be “American Idol” alum Kellie
Pickler.
“Over the years, they’ve had really
good entertainment,” Osburn said.
“And for many of us, it’s an annual
pilgrimage to see some friends that
we see only once a year. It’s great.
You get to see friends, learn new
stuff, and hear some great speakers.

It’s 72 hours of ‘whoa.’”
It also will be Osburn’s first trip to
MATS in the new truck and trailer.
Last year, Osburn started driving a
new Western Star 5700XE with a
new trailer built by Kentucky Trailer.
The Spirit tour truck will be parked
at MATS in the Paul K. Young
parking lot in Lot J behind the West
Wing. LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A
former longtime
owner-operator, Jon
has also worked as
a paramedic and
a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives
with his wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and
travels with his loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: MAR/APR 2018
Mar 3-5
Mar 6-8
Mar 9-11
Mar 12-14
Mar 16-18
Mar 22-24
Mar 26-28
Mar 29-31
Apr 1-3
Apr 8-10
Apr 11-13
Apr 15-17
Apr 19-21
May 8
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Petro, Beaumont, TX
T/A, Lafayette, LA
Petro, Hammond, LA
Petro, Jackson, MS
Petro, Glendale, KY
MATS, Louisville, KY
T/A, Antioch, TN
T/A, Cartersville, GA
T/A, Atlanta South, GA
T/A, Wildwood, FL
T/A, Vero Beach, FL
Petro, Dodge City, AL
Petro, W Memphis, AR
Citizen Driver Ceremony

I-10, Exit 848
I-10, Exit 101
I-12, Exit 40
I-20/I-55, Exit 45
I-65, Exit 86
PKY parking lot J
I-24, Exit 62
I-75, Exit 296
I-75, Exit 201
I-75, Exit 329
I-95, Exit 147
I-65, Exit 299
I-55, Exit 5
Walcott, IA

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for
their generous use of the 2017
5700 EX Phantom II. Western Star’s
support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.
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2018-2019

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at LandLineMag.com
for more industry events.

MARCH
1 Women With Drive summit at the Toronto Airport Marriott Hotel. Visit
TruckinghHR.com/content/2018-women-drive-leadership-summit for more
information.
22-24 Mid-America Trucking Show, Kentucky Expo Center, Louisville, Ky.
For more information, visit TruckingShow.com.
APRIL
19-21 Truck World at the International Centre in Mississauga, Ontario,
near Toronto. Visit TruckWorld.ca for more information.
27-29 75 Chrome Shop Truck Show, near Exit 329 off I-75 in Wildwood,
Fla. For more information, go to www.75ChromeShop.com.
MAY
5 Midwest Pride in your Ride Truck and Tractor Show, Tri-State
Raceway, Earlville, Iowa. Visit MidwestPrideinYourRide.org for more
information.
10-12 East Coast Truckers Jamboree, Kenly 95 Petro, Kenly, N.C. For
more information, visit Kenly95.com.
13 Mother’s Day Convoy benefitting the Make-a-Wish Foundation at the
Burle Business Center parking lot in Lancaster, Pa. For more information, go
to https://tinyurl.com/yd9pvq4r.
31-June 2 American Truck Historical Society National Convention,
Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, Ky. For more information, visit ATHS.org.
31-June 3 Wheel Jam truck show in Huron, S.D. For more information,
go to www.WheelJamTruckShow.com.
JUNE
8-9 Buckeye Invitational Truck Show at the Clark County Fairgrounds,
Springfield, Ohio. Go to www.BuckeyeInvitationalTruckShow.com for more
information.
8-9 Oak Grove Truckers Jamboree at the Oak Grove 70 Petro in Oak
Grove, Mo. For more information, go to OakGrovePetro.com
9-10 Texas Trucking Show, NRG Center, Houston. For more information,
visit TexasTruckingShow.com.
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DASHBOARDCONFIDENTIAL
Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

ELDs and how I came to hate them
I have been called a dinosaur. You
know, the guy who hates progress,
new and modern technology, lives
in the stone age of trucking. While
it is true that I love old cars, old
trucks and many of the “old ways”
of the road, such as the brotherhood
and camaraderie lost, it’s still the
new age. I happen to like air ride,
big horsepower, satellite radio and
some of the amenities that make our
trucking lives better.
For the past several years we have
all heard of the impending electronic
logbook regulations that we all were
about to swallow. Some drivers
like them but the unknown terror
of a new and unproven technology
was more than a bit scary to the old
school.
I chose to withhold my opinions
until the time came for personal
experience. As the company I am
leased to chose to implement ELDs
well before the mandate, I got my
taste many months ago. In three
short words I will sum it up: I hate it.
For those who do not know me, I
have been driving big trucks since
1972, and I have more than 5 million
safe miles with no wrecks or booboos. I have never had a logbook
violation, never been put out of
service and never had an equipment
violation.
I do not need an annoying little
box to beep at me when I need a
30-minute break or when to stop and
rest. But, since being saddled with
an ELD, that is what I got.
Planning is the key. Been doing it
for years. However, when the line to
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the Oklahoma scale is backed up out
onto the road, and I lost 25 minutes,
my end-of-duty status was counting
down. I was one minute in violation
on the exit ramp into my stop for the
night.
No fewer than five times my ELD
unit has, while parked and logged
off as sleeper berth, jumped ahead
in time and mileage. That would be
a small miracle, considering I was
asleep. Care to explain?
On another occasion, I had
calculated my 10 hours off, logged
on to do my pre-trip inspection and
was shown in violation because I
was 20 seconds too early before
the end of my 10. And, because
there was no backing up the entry,
I was shown in violation all day.
Seriously? Is this third grade?
But the best was last week.
There was another malfunction
while I was running I-8 from Gila
Bend, Ariz., to San Diego. The unit
lost signal and started to scramble
itself, showing violations even
though I had pulled my 10 off in the
sleeper in Eloy, Ariz. I stopped for
my 30-minute break and rebooted
the unit to no avail. Did it six more
times and still no good.
Being a good trooper, and as
California has no sense of humor,
I sat for 30 minutes and did paper
logs for the past seven days to cover
my bases. I motored on, using the
dinosaur technology that has been
in effect since 1935. My $750 boat
anchor on my dash was useless.
When I got to my night stop, I
spent more than an hour on the

phone listening to elevator music
and getting the message of what
a valued customer I am while
waiting for the nice gent at Rand
McNally. We ran this test, rebooted,
pushed that button and in the end,
discovered the modem had gone bad
and suffered a fatal flaw. I got a job
action number and was told to call
my company. I had to have a new
unit overnighted to me.
My new unit – well, suffice it to
say has some of the bad habits its
cousin had. Skips forward, time
and mileage while logged off, has a
problem being accurate, as it goes
into driving mode if I move the truck
10 feet to let a driver out. This is
progress?
Businesswise, this thing is a pain
and has cost me money. I have lost
loads and a customer over it because
I got caught in a 20-minute traffic
slowdown. I have heard all the
whining little crybabies who think
we should all be saddled with it, but
I differ.
For most of those, no one really
cares if your load of toilet paper gets
there a day later. Real world trucking
with needed commerce has been
running very smoothly without an
electronic hindrance. I have heard
the bull about we only want to run
illegal or fudge our logs, and it is
simply not true.
The same mega companies who
are tied to ELDs and speed limiters
are the ones who are always at the
center of the wrecks in bad weather.
So you tell me who is safer. LL
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18 states consider changes
to daylight saving time
From Page 35

The Alabama bill would have voters make the final
decision on the issue.
The Vermont version would establish a legislative
study committee to examine the feasibility of ending
the observance of DST.
In addition, an effort underway in Kansas would
authorize the state to ignore time changes. The
bill reads the proposed change “shall not affect
the standard time established by United States law
governing the movements of common carriers
engaged in interstate commerce.”
A proposal in the state of Washington would
eliminate DST and stick with Pacific Time all year.
The state Department of Commerce would also be
required to regularly review how the state time zone
and DST affect commerce in the state.
Legislation in Nebraska and Wyoming would
exempt each state from time changes and instead stay
on DST year-round.
Also in Massachusetts, a special panel created
to discuss whether the state should switch to yearround DST has reached a decision. The change would
effectively convert the state from Eastern Standard
Time to Atlantic Standard Time.
The group released a report in recent months that
recommends the state to make the switch, but only if
a majority of Northeast states decide to join them.
“Any move to year-round (daylight saving time)
should be regional, because acting alone would
make Massachusetts a significant outlier and could
disrupt commerce, trade, interstate transportation and
broadcasting,” the report says.
No state observes Atlantic time. Only parts of
Canada, as well as Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands observe Atlantic time. Multiple Caribbean
and South American countries also use the same time
zone.
Multiple states have legislation that is carried over
from their 2017 regular sessions.
Maine and New Hampshire have efforts to
change the state’s time zone from Eastern Time to
Atlantic Time. The legislation also would exempt the
states from the twice-annual time changes.
Elsewhere, one Michigan bill calls for petitioning
the U.S. DOT to include the entire state within the
Eastern Time zone and abandon time changes. A
portion of the Upper Peninsula is in the Central Time
Zone. LL
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Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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OOIDACongratulations

Life Members
Lester Angst
Mohamed Alkurdi
Mark Baschke
Brian Biellier
Gerald Birch
Jodie Bishop
Jerry Burcham
Ernest Cantrell Jr.

David Clark Jr.
Justin Cribbs
John Cummings
Ronald Fink
John Flowers
J. Gasperson
Salvatore Guglielmini
Donald Hager

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Tommy Henson
Leslie Horn
Carl Kaiser
Joanne Krupski
Gerald La Brie
Jose Martinez
Ralph Milliman
Edward Mills

Senior Members
Curtis M. Acker
Scott Adams
Ismael Aguirre
Zachary Amos
Richard A. Angeline
Marvin R. Bailes
Joe Barber
James W. Bateman
James Randy
Beddingfield
Jim Bedient
Kel Beyko
Clint A. Billiot
Kelly Bohlander
Peter Borm
John Brian
Kurtis K. Brock
William L. Brokaw
Dale K. Brooks
Donna S. Brown
Pedro Camacho
James John Carter
Frank Wesley Clay Jr.
Sharlene V. Clay
Todd A. Cloinger
Linda J. Conner
Lenny Scott Craig
Wade Allen Crawford
William T. Crawley Jr.
Scheveria W. Crosby
Ernest Daigle
Kenneth C. Dansby
Michael H. Daugherty
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Stanley E. Davidson III
Jerry M. Davis
Joseph P. Dixon
Harold A. Doty
Carlton Doucet
Kirk P. Dougherty
Craig Thomas Drueke
Margaret J. Ebben
Sean D. Edgerton
Chris A. Elliott
Tim Faulkner
Steven G. Flener
Jerod D. Flentie
Gary K. Forry
Robert A. Fournier
Gary Dale Franklin
Thomas H. Franks
George R. Frazier Jr.
Brian Garcia
Emma L. Garrett
Randolph A. Gerst
Jonathon B. Gibson Sr.
Alfonso M. Gonzalez
Rick Hall
Kenneth George
Hansen
Charles I. Harris
Steve C. Harris
Robert G. Haskins
Eric Heinlen
Curtis Henderson
Michael J. Hitt
Barbara J. Hodgson

Forrest Mitchell
Nancy Moody
Christopher Mulready
Maryellen Mulready
Ray Neal
Gregory Parsons
John Stephan
Gary Stocklaufer

James Turk
Ronnie Verge
Norman White Jr.
Joseph Williams

For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us 800-444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

Jeffrey A. Holcom
Andrew M. Hoover
Larry D. Howard
John D. Howle
Brian Hughes
David Hutchinson
Kathy A. Jobman
Jacob Lloyd Johnson
Timothy S. Jones
Eric A. Joyner
Eramus Kemp Jr.
Brian K. Kie
Donald A. King
John H. Kitchens
Sandra L. Krause
Turk E. Krause
Russell W. Kyle
Brian L. Lauersdorf
Bobby Lavallee
Thomas J. Lee
Eva Levesque
Randall F. Lewis
Robert Lo Casale
William C. Lobdell
Wara Lokiden
Drummond Mackinnon
Jason J. Markley
Thomas J. Matthews
Tom Matthies
Christopher S. Mayhew
Danny L. McCurry
Jeff McDaniels
Yaroslav Melnik

Scott Mihm
Kevin A. Miller
Louise Mills
Sam Mills
Narinder Minhas
Danny D. Monteiro
Gary Moore
Mark F. Mortell
Kathaleen Mosley
Diego S. Navarro
Jeff C. Olson
Michael L. Pattison
Brad C. Pennington
Danny R. Percifield
James Junior Perhealth
Phil Phillips
Craig Rego
Dennis E. Roach
Vincent Romano
Donald R. Rosetti
Jarvis K. Sanni
Cynthia Saylor
Lynda M. Schatz
Roger H. Schiro
Sunil Seecharan
Wayne D. Sevon
Gregory Sexton
Russ A. Shepard
Frank E. Skutt
Mitchell D. Smith
Randall L. Snyder
Bob L. Sorrentino
John G. Spease

Randy L. Srigley
Douglas A. Stegman
Tyrone Stem
Amy Stevens
C. Duane Stoltzfus
Rita Swader
Kevin J. Swafford
James Tafel
William Taylor
Steven R. Tetzlaff
Halford Thomas
Warren Thompson
Douglas Trettin
Suzanne Trettin
Rick D. Turrell
James E. Vande Kerk
Marco E. Villecco
David J. Voigt
Gina M. Ward
Jamie E. Ward
David G. Weeks
John A. Wells
Jeffrey P. White
Jim D. Whitley
Darrell R. Williams
Lyman Williams
Taurus Williamson
Robert A. Wilson
Greg Winter
Glen G. Wober
David W. Wright
Robert D. Yoder
Kenneth L. Youngers
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#meetREALtruckers
From Page 23

ad nauseam, and of course that’s a whole lot
easier said than done.”
OOIDA’s petition says the rest break would
effectively stop the 14-hour clock. However,
drivers would still need to log 10 consecutive
hours off duty before the start of their next work
shift.
The 30-minute rest break also is addressed
in OOIDA’s petition. The Association asks
the agency to consider simply eliminating the
30-minute mandatory rest break requirement.
“There are many operational situations where
the 30-minute rest break requires drivers to stop
when they simply do not need to. In addition, if
drivers are allowed to stop the 14-hour clock for
up to three consecutive hours, the 30-minute rest
break is redundant and unnecessary,” the petition
states.
Crash rates involving large trucks have been
on the increase since the agency has last tinkered
with the hours of service regulations, OOIDA
points out.
“The goal of regulations should be to encourage
safe operation, not throw roadblocks up to it,”
Spencer said. “Career, professional, veteran truck
drivers have the greatest investment in highway
safety of any highway user. It’s sort of ludicrous
for anyone else to suggest otherwise.”
Changing the hours of service is that first step.
“Providing drivers with more flexible hours-ofservice regulations will improve highway safety,
contrary to what anti-trucking advocates might
believe. The federal HOS should foster safe
driving habits, not prevent them. We believe DOT
has regulatory authority to docket our petition,
initiate a rulemaking, and amend the federal
HOS. On behalf of our members, we urge you to
do the right thing,” the petition concludes. LL
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GET THE

GEAR

Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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THE CLASSIFIED
ACCOUNTING
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ....................107
Taxation Solutions................................106
Todd Knapp, CPA ................................103

MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 214,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium ﬂeets (19%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000
individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Capital Lending ...................................104
Corporate Capital ................................104
Eagle Capital .......................................103
Legacy Financial Services ..................105
Max Milles ............................................108
Neal Freeman Investments.................108
XFactors...............................................107

sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

LEGAL SERVICES
Coast to Coast Legal Services ...........107
Road Law.............................................107

IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
Aircell.................................................... 106
American Truck Historical Society ...... 104
BH Tubes ............................................. 107
Cruise King .......................................... 106
Dan the Tire Man ................................. 107
Donvel .................................................. 107
Electrowarmth...................................... 105
Freight Movers School ................. 104,107
Gateway Supply .................................. 104
Great American Chrome Shop........... 105
Loyal Determined ................................ 105
RoadKing Shocks ............................... 108
Silver Road Shocks ............................. 106
SouthPointe Radiator .......................... 105
Van Alstine ........................................... 104

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

CPA

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Corporate
Supporter

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS
Loadtraining.com ................................105
Rig Expense Tracker ...........................105
The Truckers Helper ............................103
Truckdriver.com ...................................107

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart....................................................... 105
Debrick Truck Line ............................... 106
Show Me Trucking ............................... 106
Western Flyer Express ........................ 107
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

TRUCKER TAX HELP
Accountants & CPA’s who have
worked in the trucking industry
■ Corporate & Individual Tax Returns
■ All 50 States
■ IRS Issues
■ Year-Round Tax Advice

DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com

Our customers say it best:
“I have been driving 18 wheelers for the
past 42 years. I set up my Corporation
and hired Corporate Capital to do all of
my bookkeeping and tax returns for my
business. With them doing my books I
have offset my expenses each year and
pay the minimum in taxes.”
~ Robert Dowdy, Cisco Group, Inc.

Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

caplendgroup.com
Let us get to work for you!

855-810-4114

www.corpcapinc.com
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117

FINANCING
YOUR EQUIPMENT

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Carlson, President/Owner

U.S. Distributor

doesn’t have to be

COMPLICATED

1650-A South Enterprise
Springfield, MO 65804

Personalized service
Flexible financing
Behind you 100%

LOANS

417-865-6500 or
866-526-0843

LEASING

FLEXIBILITY

Call 800-444-5791
to advertise
104 LAND LINE
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Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.
CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com

15% Off

Family Owned for Over 30 Years

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

1-888-780-4894

Depressed?
Low self-esteem or morale?
WeÕre here to help!
Visit LoyalDetermined.com for your
daily dose of positivity and self-help
information from professional writers.

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

MARCH/APRIL 2018

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs
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CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

INTAKE SPACERS

A GREAT SOLUTION FOR FUEL MANAGEMENT
• Better atomization of the fuel and air
• Increased fuel mileage and reduced exhaust emissions
• Increased torque and horsepower
• 90-day money back guarantee

www.aircellﬂeet.com
888-674-3835 (USA only) 501-279-3044 (USA & Canada)

$645.00
10% OOIDA
DISCOUNT
Mar. 1-Apr. 30
CODE: OOIDA

• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285
Paola, KS

Since 1958

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”

Visit us at MATS Booth #17144

Need Drivers

FLATBED

in MO & Eastern KS

in Western MO & Eastern KS

Vacation Pay & Holiday Pay
Health, Dental
and Vision Insurance
Simple IRA Retirement Program
Flexible work schedule

Need O/Os

- TRUCKING & FREIGHT, INC.

Longevity Bonus
Weekly Pay
Flexible work schedule

Our operating area is roughly a 600-mile radius of Kansas City
All O/Os and drivers have weekends home

Call 800-824-3822 or visit www.showmetrucking.com

Get Results!
Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace!
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Got a ticket? Fight it!
• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

NEW TIRES FOR YOUR RIG?
Lease to Own, Only $49
Delivers to Your Door!
EZ payments, no hard credit check,
90-days no interest.

Apply at danthetireman.com
Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

ATTENTION FLEETS
WITH 25-100 TRUCKS

Successful trucking company is looking to acquire, merge
and create strategic partnerships.
WE OFFER: ELD friendly freight network for maximum miles & minimum downtime
Proven cost model for lower operating costs • Company established in 1991

marketing@westernﬂyerexpress.com www.westernﬂyerexpress.com

866-297-5948
DAN THE TIRE MAN
MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!
900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com

Drop Today – Cash Today
S

/7

NON-RECOURSE CT DEPOSCITARDS SFLO P/APPLICIATTCIOHNECKESS24
V
FACTORING• FREE D•IRFEREE F•UFERLEE T•RAFNREE S•ETFUREE C•RENDO RESERXFactors
Financial
SINCE
1990

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net
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Sponsor
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE
Visit us at
MATS Booth #17144

Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over
214,000 industry
professionals
Call 800-444-5791 to speak to
an advertising representative.

Our audited subscriber base
includes
owner-operators
(53%), small and medium ﬂeets
(19%) and company drivers
(21%). With our pass-along
readership, Land Line reaches
over 460,000 individuals. As the
ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA,
Land Line provides the trucking
industry with sharp insight
into every aspect of trucking.
From legislative and regulatory
issues, to equipment, products,
services, industry news, lifestyle
and proﬁtability. Land Line stands
out as the primary business
publication
for
professional
truckers. Advertising in Land
Line gets results.

Taking the hassle out of
dispatching and paperwork
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:
• Find loads
• Complete broker contracts
• Sign rate sheets
• Gather insurance certiﬁcates
• Complete invoicing for O/Os
& small ﬂeet owners
• Provide Big Road Electronic
Log Tracking for O/Os

Save time
and stay
focused on
what you
do best
CONTACT US TODAY

www.maxmilles.com
219-863-1091
Call 800-444-5791
to advertise in
the Marketplace!
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How low can emissions go?
From Page 83

For what it’s worth, 1 kilogram of
hydrogen is equal to approximately
1 gallon of diesel. Also, the 30
kilograms of hydrogen are housed
inside six tanks each containing
5 kilograms of hydrogen, so if
something goes awry with one of
the tanks, the truck still has five

Paccar is hard at work
developing technology that
will make trucks of the
future more fuel-efficient
and more environmentally
friendly, two factors that are
likely to shape regulations
in the years ahead.
other tanks to draw from. Even if all
six tanks go dry, the electric range
without the fuel cell is approximately
30 miles.
ZECT’s top speed is 65 mph and
can reach 30 mph on a 6 percent
grade. There is enough torque to start
on a 20 percent grade.
Since ZECT is still in the prototype
stage, there are several issues that
need smoothing out. For starters, a
similar diesel truck weighs about
16,000 pounds. The ZECT T680
weighs about 22,000 pounds, a
significant difference for drivers
trying to haul a load just barely within
legal limits. However, Stephan Olsen,
Paccar’s director of product planning,
said that is likely to come down,
perhaps by even half within the next
few years.
Not surprisingly, the batteries are
taking up a good chunk of that extra
weight. In total, the battery system
weighs about 3,500 pounds, with the
batteries themselves weighing about
2,000 pounds and the remaining
1,500 going toward the system
MARCH/APRIL 2018

binding it together. The batteries are
good at optimal capacity for six to
10 years. “Optimal capacity” means
performing at 80 percent or better.
During a test drive, the ZECT had
issues with shifting gears. At one
point, the truck had to be restarted,
which takes longer than a traditional
diesel truck, in the middle of a drive.
Sounds concerning, but this is typical
for a prototype. Whatever truck you
are driving right now likely had
similar issues during the research and
development stage.
No price range is available yet
because the Paccar ZECT is still
in development. However, Brian
Lindgren, Paccar R&D manager,
told Land Line that Paccar does not
plan on mass production of the truck
until they figure out how to do so at
a competitive price. For now, a zeroemissions truck is only feasible for
short hauls, but projects like ZECT
pave the way for future technology
that has the potential to apply to all
of Paccar’s truck line-up, including
long-haul applications.
The HECT (electric and CNG
powered) project is only a month
behind the ZECT truck. Using CNG
fuel, it has the potential for much
greater range. Stay tuned for more
details.
Speaking of more future projects,
Paccar has also secured the
Department of Energy’s Super Truck
II program. The goal for Super Truck
II is to develop a truck that has 20
percent higher engine efficiency, is 20
percent more aerodynamic and 2,500
pounds lighter than a standard 2009
model truck. Launched in October
2017, the five-year program will come
to a conclusion near the end of 2022.
Paccar is hard at work developing
technology that will make trucks
of the future more fuel-efficient
and more environmentally friendly,
two factors that are likely to shape
regulations in the years ahead. The
technology may not be applicable
to most owner-operators, but it is a
matter of when, not if, that day will
come. LL
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Be safer in the snow
Winter weather can cause snow and ice build-up on the outside
of lights, reducing visibility and creating a dangerous situation
for you and others on the road. The SmartHeat Series from
J.W. Speaker works to prevent that build-up with LED headlights
and taillights featuring integrated lens heating technology. Using
a thermally conductive grid system, each light in the series is
designed to automatically de-ice the surface of the lens up to
twice as fast as other lights. The intelligent system reacts to
temperature changes on a real-time basis with no action
required by the driver. Sizes available include 5x7-inch, 4x6-inch
and 5x11-inch headlights and 4-inch round taillights. For more
information and to find a retailer, visit
JWSpeaker.com/SmartHeat or call 800 558-7288.

Coffee drinkers rejoice!

A welcome addition
to any truck cab
Purkeys’ Aware is an audio interface management
system that relays telematics alert system messages
wirelessly through the vehicle audio system. The
integrated system allows you to hear telematics
messages, such as vehicle maintenance reminders and
crash avoidance warnings, safely and easily, without
having to turn the radio down or take your hands off the
wheel. Messages comes through loud and clear, even at
freeway speeds, allowing you to focus on driving while
staying alert for changes to driving conditions. Aware also
conveys messages through the truck speakers when the
radio is off. Plug-and-play technology makes installation
of the system quick and easy. Visit Purkeys.net/Aware
or call 800-219-1269 for more information and to locate a
distributor near you.
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If you’re a coffee drinker, you know how
important a good cup of coffee is to start
your day. Fortunately, Handpresso gets it and
has created Handcoffee Truck specifically
for professional drivers. This
portable coffee maker is
designed to fit in the
cup holder of your truck
and brew your coffee to
the perfect temperature
in just four minutes.
Simply plug the device
into a 24-volt accessory
socket, add cold water
and a soft pod of coffee,
and press the “on” button
for a freshly brewed cup
of coffee on-the-go. Visit
Handpresso.com for
more information and to
order.
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Alexa, ask Garmin . . .
The new Speak Plus from Garmin with Amazon Alexa offers everything you
love about Amazon Alexa, now for your truck. Use voice control for handsfree access to music, news, weather, navigation and more through your truck
speakers. The device has a compact design so it mounts unobtrusively on your
windshield. Exclusive Garmin-connected GPS navigation gives you turn-byturn directions to specific destinations, activated by simply saying, “Alexa, ask
Garmin … ” A built-in dash cam gives you forward collision and lane departure
warnings. It also saves video footage whenever an incident is detected to verify
when and where the event occurred. For more information and to order, visit
Garmin.com or call 888-442-7646.

Designed with safety in mind
The Voyager CVFPS16 Front Sensor System from ASA
Electronics helps make maneuvering large vehicles safer
and less stressful. The system comes equipped with four
sensors and an IPX6 waterproof camera that can be used
with any Voyager LCD monitor. The independent sensors
are spaced evenly along the vehicle’s front bumper and
offer a 3-foot detection zone. When an object is detected,
the camera triggers on automatically and transmits a video
image showing the potential obstacle the sensors have
detected. Audible alerts that become more frequent as the
vehicle gets closer helps keep drivers fully aware of the
vehicle’s proximity to the object. The Voyager CVFPS16
will plug ’n’ play with any Voyager camera system. For
more information, visit ASAElectronics.com or call
877-305-0445.

CSA compliance
at your fingertips
Save time and money by performing your pre-trip,
post-trip and preventative maintenance inspections
using a single, multipurpose tool that fits easily
in your pocket or on your keychain. The Pre-Trip
Inspection Tool from Unique Truck Equipment allows
you to perform instant visual inspections on tire
tread depth, brake stroke, brake shoe thickness and
windshield damage. Constructed of stainless steel,
the tool can be used to find potential out-of-service
issues/defects and avoid citations or delays at a
roadside inspection, protecting your CSA score.
Custom sizes and quantity discounts are available.
Visit UniqueTruck.com or call 800-777-4855 for
more information and to order.

Do you have a product or service to be featured?
If you have a product you would like featured, send a news release
with a photo to Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com. All featured products
are subject to editorial review.
The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided by selected
manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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IN THE COURTS

LIMITED OPPORTUNITY

Late model flatbed, stepdeck and Conestoga
trailers available for lease purchase

Join Our Team

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Our Flatbed, Stepdeck, Van,
Reefer, and RGN Division Offers:
■ Average 2.50 per mile with rates always quoted up
front in ﬂatbed/stepdeck division.
■ We can lease or rent you a trailer: ﬂatbed, stepdeck,
van, reefer, RGN
■ 40% of load paid up front. Settlements within 48 hours
of receiving bills.
■ 120+ years rock solid with an extensive agent network
■ Non-Forced Central Dispatch & 49 State Authority
■ We are 100% Owner Operators, NO company trucks
to compete with
■ No Up-front money required. Base plate and insurance
available
■ Fast and easy approval so you can get signed on and
start making revenue.
■ 100% of our corporate fuel discount passed
through to you; up to $0.45 per gallon
■ Contractor’s Winner’s Circle
with discount up to 40% off most
top brands of tires. ELD set-up
assistance
■ Interest Bearing Maintenance
Fund with 6% Interest Rate
■ Our Jones Express Dry Van Division offers
2 settlement options: $1.00 per mile + FSC– No
Trailer Rent OR 74% line haul + FSC with dedicated
customers through the country

Call us today to go over our program in detail.
CORPORATE OFFICE
800-825-6637
Jim Ashley 770-843-1018
Carol Faulkner 270-540-1022
Mike Curle 901-603-2154
Greg Lytle 301-616-5089

EEOC, Stevens Transport
agree to settlement

JonesExpress
OTSHOT
EXPRESS

JonesMotor

®

The U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
and Stevens Transport agreed in December to a
settlement regarding claims that the trucking company
violated federal law when it didn’t hire a truck driver
because of the medication he takes to control his bipolar
disorder.
A consent decree was filed Dec. 14 in the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District of Texas.
The EEOC filed a
lawsuit in November
According to the
2016 claiming that
consent decree,
Stevens said it couldn’t
Stevens agreed to
hire Brian Brown
pay Brown $54,000,
because the bipolar
medication he used was
and both parties
against its company
agreed that $8,000
would be designated policy for truck drivers.
According to the EEOC,
as lost wages.
Brown presented a
report from his medical
provider indicating that he was safe to drive. However,
the physician who was contracted with Stevens to
conduct medical evaluations said Brown couldn’t be
hired while on those medications. The name of the
medication was not released.
Dallas-based Stevens Transport answered the EEOC’s
complaint in December 2016, saying the company
opted to not hire Brown because “he was not qualified
for the position of commercial truck driver.” Stevens
said Brown failed to complete the application process
and claimed that he “created a substantial risk to the
motoring public and a violation of FMCSR 391.41.”
Meaghan L. Shepard, an EEOC trial attorney,
previously said the drug didn’t automatically exclude a
driver from consideration.
“What we contend is that the physician the company
contracted with to do these exams did not do an
individualized exam of Mr. Brown and failed to take
into consideration a note he was attempting to provide
from another physician that was familiar with his
circumstances,” Shepard said. “It’s our contention that
there was a broad-based exclusionary policy that was
applied to Mr. Brown in violation of the Americans with
Disabilities Act.”
According to the consent decree, Stevens agreed to
pay Brown $54,000, and both parties agreed that $8,000
would be designated as lost wages. LL
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We are grateful to our dedicated sponsors
and partners for making a difference in the
lives of professional drivers!
Because of your generosity we have paid
out $2,100,826.70 on behalf of 2,153 drivers.
“ALK is honored to have aligned ourselves with St. Christopher
Truckers Relief Fund as a corporate charity partnership. Our goal is to
support the industry we serve and to be involved with an organization
that truly provides help on an individual level. We will continue to
support St. Christopher Truckers Relief Fund and help
them make a difference. We are very proud of
this partnership and happy we are able to give
a gift that gives!” – ALK Technologies
“Professional truck drivers are the lifeblood of
our industry. They sacrifice so much to serve
their customers and team members. It is only right
to be there at their time of need by contributing to
the St. Christopher Fund.” – MN Trucking Association

Thank you to our new sponsors:
Amerigo Driver Health Clinics Transplace
Hot Shot’s Secret
Darby Hates Consulting
S&M Moving
McLeod Software
P&B Trucking
For more information about the St. Christopher Truckers Development & Relief Fund, please
send a letter to SCF, P.O. Box 30763, Knoxville, TN, 37930 or call 865-202-9428. The
website is TruckersFund.org, and the email address is contact@TruckersFund.org.
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Neal Freeman Investments...................108
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4 State Trucks Inc ..................................73

Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
LAND LINE 113

By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES for the
unknown truck
driver whose actions
helped keep an already
bad situation from turning even
worse. It happened back in
December in Jeff Davis County,
Texas, where, according to local
news reports, a woman named
Elisabeth Valenzuela and four of
her children were involved in a
rollover wreck on an icy road after
she lost control of her car.
Elisabeth, sadly, didn’t survive.
The four children – all under 5
years old – were trapped in the
car in an isolated area. Thankfully,
a truck driver happened by, saw
the car lying there, and called for
help. Thankfully, all of the kids
survived with minor cuts and
bruises.
It may not seem like much to
make a phone call but late at
night on an icy, isolated road, who
knows what might have happened
if not for that truck driver. So if
you’re out there, we just want to
say thanks.

RAZZBERRIES to the Australian
politician whose insane suggestion
for dealing with drowsy drivers made
headlines around the world earlier this
year. It happened after a tragic crash
in which a truck in the New South
Wales province of Australia slammed
into a line of vehicles stopped at a
construction site, killing two people.
The cause of the crash had not
even been determined yet when New
South Wales Roads Minister Melinda
Pavey laid the blame squarely on
truck drivers. Talking to a local radio
show, she suggested that devices
could be installed in trucks that would
recognize when a driver was losing
concentration, adding that they could
“get an electric shock if they look away
from the windscreen for more than two
seconds.”
Needless to say, the backlash from

truckers around the world was fast
and furious. Hey, here’s an idea: How
about a device that shocks politicians
every time they say something stupid?

RAZZBERRIES to the province
of Nova Scotia in Canada. Earlier
this year the province’s leaders
were considering ending tolls on the
Cobequid Pass. Sounds like a ROSE
so far, right? Wait for it …
The bonds for the pass are
nearly paid off, which means tolls
are scheduled to be eliminated
for motorists sometime in 2019.
Again, more good news. Except for
truckers. Nova Scotia’s Department
of Transportation and Infrastructure
at press time was still considering
keeping tolls indefinitely for truckers
and non-Nova Scotia residents to pay
for maintenance and upkeep on the
road once the original bond is paid off.
That’s a pretty harsh slap in the face
for the folks who keep your isolated
province stocked with, well, pretty
much everything you need to survive
up there.

OOIDA member Edward Barch of
Sylvania, Ohio, would like to send
RAZZBERRIES to a story from the
HBO program “Vice News Tonight.”
The story was about how the Trump

administration is cutting a lot of
red tape and regulations. They
highlighted the U.S. DOT and how
they postponed a rule that would
have required sleep apnea testing
for drivers. The story stated that
sleep apnea is a major cause
of truck accidents. Wrong. The
FMCSA’s own studies have found
that there is no association between
sleep apnea and commercial
motor vehicle crashes. The study
also found that patients with sleep
apnea were no more likely to have
a crash than patients without sleep
apnea.
So, no, sleep apnea is not a
major cause of truck accidents, but
it is a major cause of headaches
from us having to explain this over
and over again to media outlets
who can’t be bothered to do their
own research.

RAZZBERRIES to
Oklahoma, Alabama,
Kentucky and any other
states out there that are
considering laws banning
trucks from using the left lane
on multilane highways,
especially if there are already
laws on the books that require
all vehicles to stay out of the
left lane unless they are
passing another vehicle.
Look, we get it. We’ve all
been stuck behind someone
just moseying along in the left
lane and refusing to move over.
But to single out trucks and
expressly forbid them from
using the left lane – passing or
not – makes no sense and in
fact will only make the roads
more dangerous by creating a
wall of trucks in the right lane
and creating more angry drivers
trying to get around them.
It’s a lose-lose proposition
that these states need to lose
from their agendas once and
for all. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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