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EDITOR’SPAGE
Sandi Soendker EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

‘We the truckers’
Throughout history, societies and
industries have been transformed
and influenced by sustained
grassroots campaigns in support of
positive changes. On the heels of
our February Land Line featuring
the 2017 Grassroots Guide, the
cover story in our current issue is
what Managing Editor Jami Jones
describes as a “one-two punch.”
In order to form a more perfect
industry, we asked a handful of
OOIDA members what they wanted
to say to the new Congress, the new
White House and incoming motor

OOIDA will never stop
calling, never stop
writing, never stop
speaking out.

carrier officials. What do they want
them to know about truckers?
“We the Truckers” is more than
a compilation of interviews by
Associate Editor Greg Grisolano
and Staff Writers Mark Schremmer
and Tyson Fisher – it’s a call to
professional truck drivers who are
ready to make things different.
Too many truckers are
exasperated, financially handcuffed,
overworked, overcharged,
disrespected and overregulated. Too
many are exhausted from trying to
climb out of the well of new and
changing regs. Too many are tired
of having to fight so hard to defeat
unreasonable rules. Drivers have –
as the old trucking legend has it –
seen the Black Dog.

10 LAND LINE

The good news is that the
mood of Congress is particularly
favorable for truckers to initiate
effective pushback. OOIDA has
the established leadership, the D.C.
“insidership,” the resources, the
print and radio media, and 158,000
active members. That’s a good start.
We need to double or even triple
our numbers. We need to build more
than just a strong voice, it needs to
become a thundering groundswell –
a “Delta Force” of truckers that can
make the U.S. Capitol switchboard
explode. We need to convince the
decision makers that we intend to
make the industry a better, safer
place to work and we will never
stop calling, never stop writing,
never stop speaking out, never stop
challenging them anyway we can –
until they listen.
You say you’re a bit leery of
calling Congress, calling your
state lawmakers? What? You, who
can deliver a load of plate glass
windows through a back alley to
an icy dock in Brooklyn? You, who
brings fuel through a torched forest
to firefighters? That’s the you we
need to cut loose on misguided rule
makers who have never ridden in a
truck.
If there ever was a time to unlock
your inner activist, it’s now, while
the wind is blowing the right
direction.
Certainly, the job of trucking is a
not-for-everybody career. So why
keep doing it? We thought OOIDA
Life Member and contributing
columnist Dave Sweetman was the
most qualified writer on our staff
to address that question. Dave’s
thoughts (email subject line “Old

Guy Notes”) are on Page 52. And
by the way, a special congrats to
Dave for 5 million miles truck
driving – as he says, “without a
boo-boo.”
Denied safe parking. OOIDA
Life Member Jerry Matson was
shot in the stomach in October
of 2015 after Oakland Coliseum
Authority employees refused to let
him park in the safety of the lot.
He was directed to park in a highcrime area. As he slept, an intruder
smashed the truck window, shot
Jerry and fled. The shooter has
never been apprehended. So what’s
the latest with Jerry? Staff Writer
Mark Schremmer has the update on
Page 42.
More Monfort. When our copy
editor, Elizabeth Andersen, first
wrote about a Colorado trucking
company several issues back, it
was because she heard the stories
and became fascinated with the
tales. She had fallen for the outlaw
mystique that pulled in a whole
community of drivers, then and
now. More about Monfort on Page
64 by Staff Writer Mark Schremmer.
Land Line’s magazine and radio
staff will be converging on the
Mid-America Trucking Show in
Louisville this month. Watch for our
coverage on LandLineMag.com.
OOIDA will be at Booth No. 11128
in the North Wing and at Booth
No. 65229 in the West Wing. Jon
Osburn and the Spirit truck will be
parked in Lot J by the Paul K.
Young Truck Beauty Championship
contestants. LL
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck
is that?”
Well,
Tandem
Thoughts
is where
the Land
Line media
team shares
opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid discussion. We drop honesty bombs, we poke fun, we
offer provocative analysis of news and events of interest to truckers.
No topic is off limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting as Staff Writer
Mark Schremmer did recently when he took on the road rumor
saying that truckers with a 40 BMI or more would be kicked off the
road. Or, something a little more fun like a recent piece Associate
Editor Greg Grisolano did on Movin’ On getting its own museum.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting
a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day
it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for
free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/
Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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Commentary
Positive signs could spell relief
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

Ask OOIDA Chief Operating
Officer Rod Nofziger about what’s
happening behind the scenes in D.C.
and you’ll always get an earful.
Prior to his job at OOIDA
headquarters, he served as director
of government affairs for OOIDA at
the D.C. office for seven years.

The legislative
environment seems
right for regulatory
reform.
Before that, he was employed by
the U.S. House of Representatives
Transportation & Infrastructure
Committee. He’s kicked around
the Beltway for so many years, he
has developed an astute sense of
direction.
Currently, he sees positive
developments that could be
beneficial to small trucking
businesses, including a list that’s
getting plenty of attention on Capitol
Hill.
As always, the Association is

actively pursuing congressional
relief on several fronts. A large
group of conservative Republican
members of the House has given
President Trump a list of 232 regs
it recommends for repeal. Among
the regulations on the Freedom
Caucus list are the electronic logging
mandate and the proposed speed
limiter regulation. Repealing the
ELD mandate is not only on the
list, it is high on the list of Freedom
Caucus members.
Already this session, Rod sees
plenty of notable activity in
the 115th Congress that directs
attention to the regulatory process,
specifically in the U.S. House of
Representatives. Several bills have
been introduced that could spell
relief for small businesses burdened
with heavy-handed regulatory
mandates, such as the electronic
logging devices for truckers that
the Association has fought long and
hard.
Two bills have already been
passed by the House. HR26, the
REINS Act, has to do with pieces of
regulations that have a price tag of a
$100 million a year. The REINS Act
would require that Congress check

off on those very expensive regs.
REINS stands for Regulations
from the Executive in Need of
Scrutiny Act of 2017. Certainly, the
$1 billion price tag associated with
the ELD mandate qualifies it for
further scrutiny.
Another is HR5, the Regulatory
Accountability Act – actually a
compilation of previously introduced
regulatory reform bills. HR5 has six
reform bills that make up the overall
Act, which was passed by the House
recently in various pieces.
Rod is not alone in believing
the legislative environment seems
right for regulatory reform. Add to
his forecast a person at the top like
President Trump, who is someone
who has been consistent with
wanting to reduce the regulatory
burden on U.S. businesses. Put those
things together and it seems for
these bills that have brought forth in
previous congresses now may be the
time for them to have a chance to go
forward.
All this could have a very
significant impact on certain
mandates and other regulatory
actions. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
MARCH 1963

MARCH 1, 1975

“Six Days on the Road” was recorded
by Dave Dudley at Kay Bank Studios
in Minneapolis. The song, which
reached as high as No. 13 on
the U.S. Billboard Easy Listening
charts in 1963, is considered
one of the quintessential musical
representations of the American truck
driver. Sawyer Brown covered the
song in 1997, and reached No. 13 on
the country charts.

The price of a citizens band (CB)
radio license was reduced from $20
to $4. Eventually, the licensing fees
were eliminated as the FCC was
receiving about 1 million applications
for a license each month during the
peak of the CB radio era.
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APRIL 17, 1982
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association held its first
convention at a hotel in Kansas City,
Mo. Several hundred truck drivers

were in attendance. Ron Ziegler, who
had served as press secretary for
President Richard Nixon and was
president of the National Association
of Truck Stop Operators, now Natso,
was one of the speakers.

MARCH 16, 2000
OOIDA and other truckers converged
on the U.S. Capitol to hold a peaceful
protest for reasonable fuel pricing, fair
compensation and equitable taxation.
Several hundred trucks convoyed to
the city.
MARCH/APRIL 2017

COMMENTARY

Speed limiters dead in the water?
Don’t bet the farm on it
There’s some buzz going around that
speed limiters are dead in the water
thanks to an executive order signed by President Trump.
The order says that for every new proposed
regulation, agencies must identify two for repeal. The
point of the order is to get a handle on the money it
costs to implement and comply with regulations.

Jami Jones

MANAGING EDITOR

Even though speed limiters might
be occupying the same back burner
at FMCSA that ELDs did at one point,
never for one second believe it’s
going to stay that way.
Having been around this industry for more than a
minute, I can tell you to be careful in putting too much
stock in anything, and I mean anything, being dead in
the water. It doesn’t even matter if the agency abandons
a regulation before making it official. It’s never a done
deal.
Case in point: electronic logs.
Those things have been on the agenda of the so-called
safety groups and large motor carriers forever. The
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration did
not rush to get this rule into place. In fact, it was on

Literally, in your face
By Mike Kelly
Jefferson, Ohio

I read John Bendel’s column in the February 2017
Land Line about driver-facing cameras in the
cab. I drive for Praxair, they have jumped on the
driver-facing camera bus with full-time audio. The
management decided it’s a great “coaching” tool for
them to use. After driving 30-plus years, I view it as
an attack on my skill and integrity, as well as being
rather condescending. The management people, who
administer the “coaching” session, don’t even have
CDLs and don’t understand why the drivers have
become so angry.
I have asked them if they feel that making a driver
angry after a session is healthy. The response was he/
she should decide if they are fit enough to get behind
the wheel. It is my opinion that the things our drivers

MARCH/APRIL 2017

the back burner for so long, it seemed the agency
wasn’t convinced the rule was (or is) a good idea.
Enter some really fat lobbying wallets. ATA
and the Anti-Trucking Alliance (excuse me the
Trucking Alliance), along with the so-called
safety groups, put their money to work and went
to Congress. The agency wasn’t moving fast
enough to mandate electronic logs. So they got
Congress to mandate that FMCSA get it done.
Stuck in the shorter-term highway bill back in 2012
was the electronic log mandate. Congress gave the
agency its marching orders, and the agency complied.
Even though speed limiters might be occupying
the same a back burner at FMCSA that ELDs did at
one point, never for one second believe it’s going
to stay that way. The mega fleets and their odd
conspirator “safety” groups sure don’t accept that.
They will not be deterred by a Presidential Executive
Order. There is also a pesky lawsuit filed on the twofor-one executive order – so its fate remains to be seen.
We all need to remember that these mega
fleets pushing speed limiters are just like rats
trying to get in out of the cold. They’ll keep
looking for a way in. Any way in. We just have
to be ready with countermeasures. LL

GUEST OpEd
have been called to the carpet for is nothing but
harassment. For example, seat belts too loose or off
when a driver is backing into a tight space, why there
was hard-braking when the video shows exactly why
– in most cases where the driver is doing nothing
wrong.
I find myself getting angry just heading to work
knowing that I have to deal with the camera and
harassment that comes with it. As with many in the
industry, the company is really struggling to get
drivers and I think a lot of the problem is because of
how they use the cameras. I just really wonder how
much the camera situation has impacted the industry
because I am currently looking to get completely out
of truck driving and I know I’m not alone.
I miss the old days of trucking. Our industry used
to be a respectful occupation and that all changed
when it became an alternative. LL
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Member PERSPECTIVE
By Brad Kuhn
OOIDA life member
Yarnell, Ariz.

Calling it like it is

Drivers must have the flexibility
that neither Congress nor an ELD
can give. Such flexibilities include
being able to rest when tired and
drive when not tired. Only the driver

Flexibility helps to keep
a driver safe and applies
less stress to his day
knows those times, not an ELD.
Also, we must be able to adjust
driving time to avoid inclement
weather and rush hour traffic.
As a driver with 32 years and
3.23 million miles of safe driving,
I’m just calling it like it is. We
need to continue to drive for short
periods of time after the 11- or
14-hour clocks have run out. We
need to get home; to make a
delivery that is critical to stay on
schedule for a pickup the next day;
to leave a shipper/receiver that has
kept the driver in their facility too
long and will not allow him to stay
there. We need to be able to get to
a truck stop for the night that has
full amenities instead of spending
10 hours in a rest area with nothing

but water and a toilet.
Such flexibility helps to keep a
driver safe and applies less stress
to his day. The ELD mandate will
make most of the drivers in this
industry less safe, less efficient,
and add a large and needless
expense to their business. I don’t
know how the FMCSA was allowed
to implement a rule that is based
on inaccurate numbers and flat-out
denial of the truth.
When ELDs are talked about, they
are always in the context of general
dry freight. What about all the trucks
that are hauling seasonal and
weather-sensitive freight, such as
propane, agricultural and harvested
commodities? I have operated
under agricultural HOS exemptions
hauling anhydrous ammonia for
many years racking up as many as
140 hours in eight days without an
incident.
One final comment: There are
tens of thousands of us drivers out
here who have driving records with
3 or 4 or even 5 million miles of safe
driving. I guarantee that flexibility in
the HOS rules played a major role in
being able to do that. LL

INBOX

Props to Jon O.
I want to give props to OOIDA, St. Christopher Fund, and especially to
Jon Osburn with the OOIDA truck. Recently, I visited Jon at the TA in
Terrell, Texas. I was wanting the St. Christopher Fund vouchers for the
vaccination that Jon was giving out, and he was getting ready to leave.
But he was nice enough to walk back to his trailer to get me the vouchers.
And, of course, I played with Sassi. Over the years I have run into Jon,
and he’s a class act every time I see him. You all are the best. Keep
¿JKWLQJWKHJRRG¿JKW
Phil Mangen
Versailles, Ohio
Circle No. 146 on Response Card
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Truckers SPEAKOUT

INBOX

Key to safe driving
Land Line offers polls on its website at
LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions on
issues of interest. Here are some recent polls and their
results. Please note, the numbers have been rounded
and therefore sometimes may not equal 100 percent.

What’s the top benefit a new driver
can get from a mentor?
Feedback, good and bad .................................... 2%
Words of encouragement ................................... 0%
Professional expertise, advice............................. 6%
All of the above .................................................89%
None of the above .............................................. 3%
When you contact your lawmakers,
how responsive are they?
Very responsive – I hear
back from them within days............................. 7%
Responsive – I at least get a form letter
advising me my message was received ........45%
Not responsive – they never reply
to my calls or messages ...............................48%

Do you still work on your own truck?
Yes, I have my own shop ..................................13%
I do simple maintenance ..................................34%
I do maintenance and some repair ...................37%
No ....................................................................16%
Do you really read an entire article before
commenting about it on social media?
Yes, always .......................................................60%
Most of the time ...............................................21%
Not as often as I should....................................13%
Rarely ................................................................. 2%
Never .................................................................. 4%
Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click in
one of the circles to indicate the answer that best fits your
opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you
up-to-date results, with your opinion included.
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In the entryway of the Federal Transportation Building
in Washington, D.C., hangs a poster of 76 of the safest
professional drivers in America. My picture is one of the
76, and in the 38-plus years of driving it took me to get
on that poster, I never drove a truck equipped with lanedeparture warning devices, collision-avoidance systems,
electronic logging devices, or speed limiters.
So how did I manage to get by all those years safely?
Well, I made it because I was properly trained as a rookie
to respect not only the truck I am driving, but also the
conditions I am operating in. I was trained to not only
drive my truck, but to watch all those around me so I
can react and prevent problems because of what they
do. In many cases, reacting to others includes speeding
up temporarily to get away from slower vehicles or to
distance myself from a potentially dangerous pack of
WUDI¿F
$WRWKHUWLPHV,¿QGLWEHWWHUWRVORZGRZQEXWQR
matter what, in order to be the safest driver I can be, it is
imperative that I have the ability to control the speed of
my vehicle. Having it speed limited to the same speed as
every other truck on the road is unsafe, and it jeopardizes
the very safety record that got me on that poster. If we
properly train new drivers, they too will be safe and
courteous and won’t need all these “safety devices” that
do not make our roads safer anyway.
Steve Bixler
Valley View, Pa.

We need more squeaky wheels
When I hear all these unnecessary and burdensome
regulations being made in the name of safety by
regulators, it makes me cringe. They follow with
exceptions and more exceptions, based on conditions
that have little to do with safety. I think if exemptions
are given, it should be due to a proven safety record (like
mine).
FightingForTruckers.com is an organized way to at
least have voices heard. Thanks to all who make our
wheels squeak. Stand independent and stand for what
makes America great.
Steve Davenport
Lewisville, Texas

A

How to shareYOUR OPINION

Have a comment or special concern? Agree or disagree with an editorial?
Mail us or email us. Send to Letters to the Editor,
Land Line Magazine, P.O. Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO 64029 or fax to 816443-2227. If you would like to email a Letter to the Editor for use in Land
Line Magazine and/or the Land Line website, there’s an
easy form at LandLineMag.com or simply email your views to
letters@landlinemag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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Great truck
insurance rates
and personal service
are yours as an
OOIDA Member.
)ULHQGO\IDVWHIILFLHQWVHUYLFH
IRUWKHEXV\RZQHURSHUDWRU

At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. <RXDUHRXU PLVVLRQ
For more than 40 years, OOIDA has been
dedicated to developing a comprehensive range
of insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
226,LVDOVRFRPPLWWHGWRSURYLGLQJ
RXWVWDQGLQJIULHQGO\FXVWRPHU VHUYLFHDQG
IDVWWXUQDURXQG
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy
is bound.
Call OOSI at  and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
ZZZRRLGDWUXFNLQVXUDQFHFRP
'LVFRXQWVDQGSUHPLXPVVXEMHFWWRXQGHUZULWLQJJXLGHOLQHVDQGYHULILFDWLRQRILQIRUPDWLRQ
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The Federal Update

Finally, FMCSA gets it:
Driver experience reduces crash risk
By Jami Jones, managing editor

P
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30 or more years of experience driving a truck, the odds
and risk ratios show an uptick. However, that uptick is not
statistically different from the estimated odds and risk of
drivers with fewer years of truck driving experience.
The analysis brief follows the release of a mandatory
entry-level driver training regulation that does not include a
specific number of required hours behind the wheel as part
of the training.

If experience really mattered ...
In the final driver training rule, the agency blamed the
inability to quantify the benefit of requiring a set number of
hours behind the wheels, but said it would study the results
of training without a requirement and make adjustments in
the future if necessary.
The rule is a result of a negotiated rulemaking. FMCSA
formed a committee of 26 industry stakeholders and
charged them to develop the recommended framework for
the final rule on driver training.
In spite of the fact that 24 members of the negotiated
rulemaking committee agreed – two members disagreed –
that a minimum number of hours of behind-the-wheel
training should be required, the agency landed on a final
rule that did not include a required number of hours. The
dissenting groups were the American Trucking Associations
and the National Association of Small Trucking Companies.
Neither supported any number of required hours behind the
wheel.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association has
been critical of the lack of required hours behind the wheel
and has petitioned the agency to reconsider its decision to
exclude the requirement.
The petition was submitted on Dec. 27, 2016. The driver
training regulation is also likely affected by the freeze on
regulations President Donald Trump issued on Jan. 20. LL

© iStockphoto.com/tillsonburg

revailing common sense that truck drivers with more
experience are less likely to crash was confirmed by
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration in a recent
analysis brief released by the agency.
FMCSA recently published its January 2017 brief titled
“Analysis of Driver Critical Reason and Years of Driving
Experience in Large Truck Crashes.”
The analysis reviewed the 2005 Large Truck Crash
Causation Study and compared the odds and risk of drivers
being the critical reason in a crash compared with their
years of experience driving and the number of years behind
the wheel of a particular type of truck.
The Large Truck Crash Causation Study met heavy
criticism in the industry when it was first released because
the study did not
actually determine
Less than 10 percent what “caused” a
crash. Rather the
of the crashes
researchers defined
studied listed the
and identified
driver as the critical
“critical reasons”
reason for the crash. for the crashes they
studied.
In spite of the criticism, the study has become a resource
for the agency in justifying different regulations.
The analysis brief released by the agency in January
reveals that data within the Crash Causation Study shows
a link between years of experience behind the wheel and
the reduced likelihood of the driver named as the “critical
reason” for the crash.
Less than 10 percent of the crashes studied listed the
driver as the critical reason for the crash. In those crashes,
the likelihood of the driver being identified as the critical
reason diminished with time behind the wheel.
“For drivers with less than five years of experience
driving a truck, the estimated odds of being assigned the
critical reason for the crash is 1.41 times (or 41 percent
higher than) the estimated odds for drivers with five or
more years of experience,” the analysis brief states. “The
estimated odds and risk ratios decline markedly after five
years of driving.”
For drivers with 10 or more years of driving experience,
according to the brief, the risk of being assigned as the
critical reason for the crash was 14 percent lower.
The brief says that the advantage derived from driving
experience appears to peak above the 25-year range. At
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Food shipping mandate to start in April
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By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association is working
to provide small carriers the
information they need to be
compliant with new requirements
regarding the sanitary transportation
of food.
Last year, the Food and Drug
Administration moved forward on
a new regulation regarding food
transportation. According to the
FDA, large carriers will be required
to comply with the mandate by April
2017, and small carriers won’t have
to comply until April 2018.
However, the reality is that small
carriers won’t have that extra year.
Doug Morris, OOIDA’s security
operations director, said he’s hearing
that most shippers and brokers don’t
plan to offer loads to any carrier,
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regardless of size, if they’re not
meeting the new requirements by
April 2017.
“If you’re an owner-operator
and you have the small-business
exemption, that’s fine from a
government standpoint. But from the
industry side, shippers aren’t going
to ask if you’re a small business
or not,” Morris said. “Come April
2017, they’re basically going to say
that everyone is going to have to
comply.”
The FDA defined large carriers as
businesses that employ more than
500 full-time employees.
The requirements for the carrier
will include documented training
that provides awareness of potential
food safety problems that may
occur, basic sanitary practices,
and carrier responsibilities under
the rule.

OOIDA offers an outline of the
FDA rule on its website, as well as
a series of videos on YouTube.com
that explains the rule. To find the
videos, search for OOIDA Business
Education on YouTube.
As of press time, OOIDA
expected to have a specific training
program video for carriers on the
Association’s website by midMarch. The course will be based on
the FDA requirements, and carriers
who have completed the OOIDA’s
class will be able to receive a
certificate of completion as proof of
training. LL
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NHTSA ‘lacks authority’ to issue driver distraction guidelines
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association says
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration should
stay in its lane when it comes to promulgating safety
regulations.
In comments filed Feb. 3 in reference to NHTSA’s
second phase of “Driver Distraction Guidelines,” OOIDA
Executive Vice President Todd Spencer said the agency
should be spending its time and resources in areas where
they have statutory authority.
“NHTSA continues to overstep its authority and
continues to fail at its mission of saving lives and
improving safety,” Spencer said in the comments.
“NHTSA should concentrate a great deal of its efforts
on the Federal Motor Vehicle Standards. Additionally,
NHTSA has completed study after study on Heavy Truck
Crash Worthiness and has yet to make any substantive
recommendations to reduce the injury severity and deaths
of thousands of truck drivers.”
The guidelines are meant to address the problem
of traffic fatalities stemming from distracted drivers,
particularly those stemming from a crash that occurred as a
result of a driver engaging in a “visual-manual interaction”
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with a cell phone.
Last November, the agency asked smartphone
manufacturers to develop systems that could pair the phone
with the driver’s in-vehicle system. In cases where pairing
isn’t possible, NHTSA is asking manufacturers to develop
a “driver mode.” This would prevent drivers from texting
or using most of the phone’s applications.
In OOIDA’s comments, Spencer said the agency should
review all the applications that truck drivers use. The
review should include trucking-specific navigational
apps, apps that monitor temperature of refrigerated loads,
and those that advise them of real-time truck parking
availability, so as to consider the negative results that any
guidelines hampering those applications would have for
truckers.
“OOIDA strongly encourages a cooperative working
environment with NHTSA and supports driver education
and legislation that would inform the motoring public,
particularly regarding teen drivers and the dangers of
distracted driving,” Spencer stated. “Every day our
members are forced to take evasive maneuvers to avoid
collisions with motorists who are utilizing some form of
technology within their vehicle that impedes safe driving
habits.” LL
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Alliance for Toll-Free Interstates urges
infrastructure committee to reject tolls
By Land Line staff

The Alliance for Toll-Free Interstates sent a letter
to the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee in February. The message: Don’t toll
existing interstates to pay for the bill.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association, as well as all 50 state trucking
associations, is a member of ATFI. More than 50
other transportation groups and companies are also
members.
In a letter dated Feb. 1, ATFI recognizes the
Trump Administration and Congress for emphasizing
the need to address infrastructure funding.
However, ATFI warns that bad legislation can be
counterproductive.
“ATFI urges the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee to reject tolling of existing
interstates as a financing method, and further
encourages the Committee to avoid policies that
move toward devolution of the interstate system,”
ATFI wrote in the letter.
Reliance on private investments has the potential to
lead to higher toll rates, ATFI explains. Furthermore,
private companies concerned with their bottom line
would likely focus only on more profitable urban
areas. Such a system could divert funds from needed
projects in what ATFI called “often overlooked parts
of the country.”
ATFI calls tolling the least efficient financing
mechanism, pointing out that voters continually
reject such plans. The letter explains that tolling
takes years and millions of dollars to implement, and
money is often diverted away from the road being
tolled. Anywhere from 10 percent to 30 percent of
revenue is used on toll operations alone. Conversely,
other funding methods such as fuel taxes and
registration fees have no additional costs regarding
implementation.
The anti-toll group also used Rhode Island as an
example of how excessive tolls can hurt local and
state economies. The Ocean State is using a federal
bridge exemption to toll 14 bridges and build more
than 30 gantries, adding tolls statewide. As a result,
businesses and trucking companies have declared
they will avoid the area. Truckers who do drive
through the state are likely to avoid toll roads, adding
more traffic and stress to local roadways. This will
lead to additional maintenance costs to local roads,
shifting the burden of costs to municipalities. LL
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OOIDA Foundation pokes holes
in medical crash risk study
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A recent study indicated that truck
drivers with three or more medical
conditions possess a greater crash
risk.
The study, led by investigators
from the University of Utah School
of Medicine, reported that drivers
with three or more conditions could
be up to four times as likely to
have a crash as a healthier driver.
“What these data are telling us is
that with decreasing health comes
increased crash risk, including
crashes that truck drivers could
prevent,” said the study’s lead
author Matthew Thiese, Ph.D., an
assistant professor at the Rocky
Mountain Center for Occupational
and Environmental Health.
The results were published in
the Journal of Occupational and
Environmental Medicine.
In the study, drivers’ medical
and crash histories were matched.
There were 82 drivers in the
highest risk group, and results
were calculated from millions of
data points reflecting their relative
crash risk every day for up to seven
years. The investigators found that
this group was at higher risk for
different categories of crashes,
including preventable accidents
that caused injury.
The investigators said the study
could mean that one condition,
such as diabetes, might be
manageable for a driver but that
diabetes in combination with high
blood pressure and anxiety could
substantially increase a driver’s
risk.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association Foundation

pointed out several weaknesses in
the study.
First, the Foundation gives
credit to the study’s authors for
admitting that the conclusions are
not definitive because of the small
sample size and for saying that care
should be taken when interpreting
the true crash risk based on the
results.
The Foundation said some of
the reasons the results of the study
could be flawed are that all of
the drivers were from one motor
carrier, they didn’t examine where
the miles were driven, and many
of the medical conditions are
associated with each other and not
necessarily exclusive.
The study also didn’t look at
total driving experience. The
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration released an analysis
that indicated drivers with more
experience were less likely to
crash.
There are 5.7 million drivers of
commercial motor vehicles in the
United States, according to the
study. Based on police reports,
there have been 60,000 truck
crashes involving injuries in the
past five years, the study said.
“The fact remains that crashes
are rare events, and the crash
rate for each of the groups (i.e.,
the number of conditions) were
relatively similar, but the study did
not break down the results by crash
rates,” the Foundation said. “Thus,
it cannot be said that just having a
medical condition will result in a
crash. If this were true, considering
the health of the United States as
a whole, the highways would be
strewn with wrecked vehicles.” LL
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DOT proposes adding four opioids to drug testing panel

The Department of Transportation is
proposing a rule that would add four
opioids to its drug testing panel.
In a notice of proposed rulemaking
published in the Federal Register
in January, the DOT is considering
amending its drug testing program
regulation to include testing for
hydrocodone, hydromorphone,
oxymorphone and oxycodone. In
addition, the proposal would add
methylenedioxyamphetamine (MDA)

general opioid use were cited:
t$FOUFSTGPS%JTFBTF$POUSPMEBUB
GSPNJOEJDBUFTUIBUNJMMJPO
QSFTDSJQUJPOTXFSFXSJUUFOGPS
PQJPJET
t"DDPSEJOHUPUIF4VCTUBODF
"CVTFBOE.FOUBM)FBMUI4FSWJDFT
"ENJOJTUSBUJPO/BUJPOBM4VSWFZPO
%SVH6TFBOE)FBMUIEBUBGSPN
 BMNPTUNJMMJPO"NFSJDBOT
NJTVTFEPSXFSFEFQFOEFOUPO
QSFTDSJQUJPOPQJPJET
t"TQPTUFECZUIF0GmDFPG/BUJPOBM
%SVH$POUSPM1PMJDZ BDDPSEJOH
UPUIF/BUJPOBM$FOUFSGPS)FBMUI
4UBUJTUJDT UIFOVNCFSPGPWFSEPTF
EFBUITJOWPMWJOHPQJPJETSPTFGSPN
 JOUP JO
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NPSFUIBOQFSDFOUPGUIF
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UIF6OJUFE4UBUFTIBWFCFFOSFMBUFE
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By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

as an initial test analyte and remove
methylenedioxyethylamphetamine
(MDEA) as a confirmatory test
analyte.
The Department of Health and
Human Services revised its mandatory
guidelines on Jan. 23. HHS has set
an effective date of Oct. 1, 2017, for
compliance with its final revision.
“According to HHS,
recommendations for the four added
semi-synthetic drugs were based on
a review of scientific information
and on input from the Drug Testing
Advisory Board on the methods
necessary to detect the analytes of
drugs and on drug abuse trends,” the
notice of proposed rulemaking stated.
The proposal didn’t provide any
statistics regarding the use of opioids
in relation to the transportation
industry.
However, several statistics involving

FEDUP

Six big fleets ask to use hair testing
for illegal substance screenings
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By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Six large trucking companies
requested that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration
let them use hair testing for preemployment screenings of truck
drivers.
Urinalysis satisfies the current
FMCSA drug and alcohol testing
requirements, but J.B. Hunt
Transport, Schneider National
Carriers, Werner Enterprises, Knight
Transportation, Dupre Logistics and
Maverick Transportation have asked
for an exemption, because they said
they believe their data “demonstrates
that hair analysis is a more reliable
and comprehensive basis for ensuring
detection of controlled substance
use.”

An exemption would allow these
fleets to discontinue pre-employment
urine testing and use hair testing
exclusively. According to FMCSA,
the six carriers asking for the
exemption voluntarily use hair
analysis for pre-employment drug
testing because only urine testing is
accepted under the regulations.
If the FMCSA approves the
exemption, drivers who yield
positive results for a controlled
substance through a hair test would
not be allowed to perform safetysensitive functions until completing
the return-to-duty process. In
addition, the applicants would need
to share positive hair-testing results
with other prospective employers.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association has spoken

out against the use of hair testing,
because it believes the method is
more costly and has multiple issues.
“There are significant limitations
with hair-based testing, including its
inability to detect recent drug use as
it takes anywhere from four to 10
days for the hair containing the drug
to grow far enough from the scalp,”
OOIDA wrote in comments from
June 2015. “Therefore, urine-based
testing will still need to be used to
detect recent use.” LL
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OOIDA Foundation:

‘The Truth about Obstructive Sleep Apnea’
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer
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own research, however, those owner-operators who are
currently receiving treatment for obstructive sleep apnea
have a crash rate of 0.36 crashes per million vehicle miles
traveled, which is four times better than the national
average of 1.47.”
The OOIDA Foundation added that the average owneroperator with sleep apnea has more than 2 million miles of
accident-free driving.
Based on the Medical Review Board’s recommendations,
all truck drivers with a body mass index of 40 or above
would be required to be screened for sleep apnea. The
recommendation also suggested that the BMI be reduced
to 33 for drivers with certain “risk factors.” Interestingly,
being a 42-year-old man with a neck size of 17 inches
would qualify as three “risk factors.”
The OOIDA Foundation said a sleep apnea screening
mandate such as this could cost the trucking industry
billions of dollars.
“If a conservative 26 percent of all truck drivers had
a body mass index of 33, along with three other factors
recommended by the Medical Review Board, requiring
them to undergo a sleep study, it would cost the trucking
industry between $624 million and $7.3 billion just for
obstructive sleep apnea testing,” the OOIDA Foundation
wrote.
Low-end estimates for a sleep test are about $624,
while high-end estimates are $7,300, the Foundation said.
Treatment could cost an individual anywhere from $116
to $1,500 on the low end and $440 to $5,500 on the high
end.
“The potential cost of treatment would be between $116
million to $1.5 billion and $440 million to $5.5 billion,”
the OOIDA Foundation wrote. “Thus, the total potential
cost to the industry, not including costs for travel, time off
work and maintenance, is approximately $740 million to
$2.07 billion or $7.7 billion to $12.8 billion.” LL
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T

he medical community’s fascination with obstructive
sleep apnea may be fairly new, but the condition isn’t.
According to a paper titled “The Truth about Obstructive
Sleep Apnea” released earlier this month by the OwnerOperator Independent Drivers Association Foundation, the
crash statistics don’t support the sudden need for increased
regulations.
“Proponents of obstructive sleep apnea screening fail
to recognize that sleep apnea is not a new disorder, but
a condition that has affected millions of people over
several decades. … Yet there has not been the carnage
and devastation on our roadways that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration would have us believe is
inevitable without stricter mandatory obstructive sleep
apnea screening regulations,” the OOIDA Foundation
wrote.
Last year, the FMCSA and Federal Railroad
Administration issued an advanced notice of public
rulemaking regarding a possible sleep apnea screening
regulation. In August 2016, the FMCSA’s Medical Review
Board recommended stricter guidelines for when a driver
should be tested for obstructive sleep apnea.
However, OOIDA contends that the data doesn’t back up
the need for a costly mandate.
“FMCSA’s own studies, in particular, have found that
there is ‘no association between sleep apnea, as measured
by the apnea/hypopnea index, and commercial motor
vehicle crashes,’” OOIDA wrote.
In addition, OOIDA cited the FMCSA’s Sleep Apnea
Crash Risk Study from 2004 that said patients with sleep
apnea had no greater probability of having a crash than
patients without sleep apnea, either before or after their
diagnosis. Drivers with sleep apnea were also not found to
be at an increased risk for multiple crashes, nor were crash
rates impacted by the prevalence of apnea, according to
the study.
Furthermore, the OOIDA Foundation’s survey of owneroperator members indicates that the small sampling of
owner-operators who are actually receiving treatment
for obstructive sleep apnea have been involved in fewer
crashes than the national average.
“While FMCSA’s own data and research demonstrates
that there is no causal link between sleep apnea and
commercial motor vehicle accidents, it is frequently stated
that between 7 and 20 percent of all large truck crashes
are due to drowsy and fatigued driving, which in turn is
supposedly linked to obstructive sleep apnea,” the OOIDA
Foundation wrote. “According to the OOIDA Foundation’s
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OOIDA ready to work with
Chao as DOT secretary
By Jami Jones, managing editor

The Senate confirmed Elaine Chao
to lead the U.S. Department of
Transportation with a 93-6 vote
in late January. She was one of
the least controversial Cabinet
nominations.

Courtesy of the U.S. Department of Transportation

Elaine Chao

Chao, who is married to Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,
cruised through the confirmation
process, gathering praise from
Republicans and Democrats
throughout.
Chao fielded questions from
members of the Senate Commerce,
Science and Transportation
Committee on Jan. 11. Chao told
committee members that safety
is her top priority for the agency,
which oversees all modes of
transportation. In tackling the
crumbling infrastructure and the
Highway Trust Fund, Chao touted
a stance that was very pro publicprivate partnerships in her various
responses.
Sen. John Thune, the Commerce,
Science and Transportation
Committee ranking member,
praised Chao following the Senate
vote.
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“Elaine Chao has the experience,
ability, and now the bipartisan
backing of the Senate to address
our nation’s transportation and
infrastructure challenges,” Thune
said in a press release. “Her
unwavering commitment to public
service will be an asset to the
Department of Transportation and
the new administration.”
House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee
Chairman Bill Shuster, R-Pa.,
also congratulated Chao on her
confirmation.
“I congratulate Elaine Chao
on her confirmation as the next
Secretary of the United States
Department of Transportation. I
look forward to getting to work
with her, the new administration,
and my colleagues in Congress
on the many issues before the
Committee this year, including
critical FAA reforms and smart,
responsible investments in our
nation’s infrastructure network,” he
said in an official statement.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association is ready to go
to work with Chao and her team.
“Our new secretary’s previous
experience should assist in
successfully bringing an
infrastructure bill from discussion
to reality,” said OOIDA Executive
Vice President Todd Spencer. “We
look forward to addressing all
the vital issues involving smallbusiness truckers and highway
safety regulations as well.”
Chao served as U.S. Secretary
of Labor from 2001-2009. She has
also served as Deputy Secretary of
the DOT, Chairman of the Federal
Maritime Commission and Deputy
Maritime Administrator. LL
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States consider speed changes
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor
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“They are also a contributing factor to increased
congestion, carbon emissions, and increased inefficiencies
with local, regional, and national goods movement,”
Matousek said.
A pursuit is underway at the North Dakota
statehouse to increase speed limits for all drivers along
certain highways in the state.
State law authorizes speeds of 75 mph on Interstates 29
and 94. Speeds along four-lane divided highways are set at
70 mph. Two-lane highways are posted at 65 mph.
One Senate bill would boost speeds by 5 mph to 80 mph
for all vehicles traveling along interstates.
Advocates say it makes sense to increase speeds because
many drivers already cruise along at the higher rate.
Others say it is good for the state’s economy, and it would
bring them up to speed with neighboring states.
Truckers have voiced concern that higher speed limits
result in a wider disparity between the posted speed and
how fast many speed-limited trucks can travel.
One Washington bill would widen the speed
disparity along much of Interstate 90 from Ellensburg to
Spokane. Car speeds would be increased from 70 to
75 mph while truck speeds would stay at 60 mph.
A Hawaii bill would do away with uniform speeds.
Trucks weighing more than 10,000 pounds would be
limited to 55 mph – down from 60 mph.
In Oregon a House bill would revise speeds along a
stretch of U.S. 97.
Cars now are permitted to travel 65 mph while trucks
can go 60 mph on U.S. 97 from its intersection with
U.S. Highway 197 to the California line. Cars and trucks
are limited to 55 mph elsewhere on the highway.
The bill would extend the faster speeds from the
intersection with U.S. 197 to the Washington line.
State lawmakers in Maine are also pursuing a speed
change on a part of Interstate 295. Specifically, speeds
would be reduced from 70 to 60 mph between Falmouth
and Brunswick. LL
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Faster speeds could soon be posted along more than 1,500
miles of Michigan’s rural roadways.
Michigan law authorizes 70 mph speeds for motorists
on some highways while large trucks are limited to 60
mph. On other major roadways the speeds are 65 and 55
mph, respectively.
Gov. Rick Snyder signed a bill into law in January
to increase posted speeds on many of the state’s roadways
– while maintaining the speed differential on the fastest
roadways.
Speeds for motorists could be increased on about
600 miles of rural interstates to 75 mph while trucks
would be authorized to drive up to 10 mph below the
posted speed for cars.
Another 900 miles of U.S. and state-numbered highways
could have speeds boosted from 55 to 65 mph for all
users.
Snyder said ensuring that all drivers are safe while
using the state’s roadways is “critically important.” He
added that the new law allows for “appropriately increased
speed limits on certain roadways after safety studies are
conducted.”
Traffic studies done by the state must be wrapped up
and new speed signs posted within one year.
On the heels of Michigan adopting new speed rules,
state lawmakers from coast to coast are taking steps to
make their own changes.
In neighboring Indiana, one bill would do away with
speed differentials on interstates.
Speed limits for large trucks in Indiana now are 65 mph
on rural interstates. Other vehicle speeds are set at 70
mph.
Rep. Mike Aylesworth, R-Hebron, is behind a bill to do
away with the speed gap on rural stretches of interstates
and the Indiana Toll Road by authorizing trucks to travel
70 mph.
OOIDA supports efforts to do away with speed
differentials.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA’s director of state legislative
affairs, says that truckers are firsthand observers of
the negative consequences of misguided traffic laws,
including differential speed limits.
He has communicated to Aylesworth that OOIDA’s
membership – and available data – suggest that roadways
are safest when all vehicles are permitted to travel at the
same rate of speed. He adds that differential speed limits
create more interactions between cars and trucks, which
can lead to an increase in the number and severity of
accidents.
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Officials in 11 states
take on trucks, others in left lanes
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

State legislatures from coast to coast
are discussing possible rule changes
to left-lane use by truck drivers and
motorists.
One South Carolina bill
would limit circumstances when
commercial vehicles could use the
far left-hand lane.
State law already requires any
vehicle moving at less than the
normal speed of traffic to stay to
the right. Exceptions to the lane rule
are made for situations that include
preparing to turn or to overtake and
pass another vehicle.
Rep. Bill Crosby, R-Charleston, is
the sponsor of a bill to require large
trucks to move to the right when
another vehicle is behind them.
However, trucks could use the left
lane while overtaking and passing
other vehicles.
Other exceptions would include
situations when traffic conditions,
weather and congestion make it
impractical to stay right.
The state DOT would be
responsible for posting signage to
alert truck drivers about the lane
restriction.
Concern about left lane use is
also spurring activity in the Hawaii
Legislature. One bill would prohibit
vehicles weighing more than 10,000
pounds from using the far left lane
on highways with three or more
lanes. Certain exceptions would
apply.
Alabama Rep. Tommy Hanes,
R-Scottsboro, has a bill that also
targets professional drivers in the far
left-hand lane.
Currently, vehicles traveling
below the posted speed limit on
Alabama highways are required to
stay to the right.
Hanes’ bill would prohibit
MARCH/APRIL 2017

vehicles with three or more axles
from driving in the left lane on the
state’s interstates and U.S. highways
with at least two lanes of traffic in
one direction. The ban would also
apply along roadways with at least
three lanes of traffic in the same
direction.
Certain exceptions would apply.
OOIDA says that truckers are
firsthand observers of the negative
consequences of misguided
traffic laws and, while perhaps
not intended, efforts to restrict
trucks from certain lanes pose
serious challenges for truckers and
jeopardize the safety of the traveling
public.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA director
of state legislative affairs, said that
truckers contribute a significant
amount of money to federal, state
and local transportation accounts –
and they have every right to use any
available lane.
He added that existing keep-right
laws are an appropriate policy
to ensure safety and maximize
capacity.
A bill on the move in Mississippi
focuses on lane use for all highway
users. Police would be allowed to
ticket drivers lingering in the far left
lanes of interstates and highways
with at least two lanes of traffic in
one direction.
Travelers on affected roadways
would be required to stay to the
right except when overtaking or
passing another vehicle. Also,
drivers would be exempt if they are
in the left lane to turn or exit.
Supporters, including OOIDA and
the National Motorists Association,
say that blocking the left lane,
whether intentional or not, results in
reduced road safety and efficiency.
In Virginia, state law already
requires any vehicle moving at less

than the normal speed of traffic to
stay to the right. Authorities are
also able to restrict trucks from the
left lane on interstates with three or
more lanes in one direction.
One bill would revise the lane-use
rule to limit left-lane use for passing
another vehicle or in preparation for
a left turn.
A related bill halfway through
the statehouse covers motorists and
others who disobey the existing
left-lane rule. The fine amount for
driving too slowly in the left lane
would increase from $100 to $250.
An Oregon bill would make the
left lane off limits for everything
except passing.
Truckers already are prohibited
from using the far left lane.
Sen. Ginny Burdick, D-Portland,
introduced a bill to set left-lane
restrictions for all vehicles on
state highways and interstates with
speeds of at least 55 mph.
Burdick has said that if the left
lane is used exclusively for passing,
the roads will be safer and all
drivers will be less frustrated.
Similar efforts are underway in
Connecticut, Michigan, New
York, Oklahoma and Rhode
Island. LL
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States pursue deterrents to cargo theft
The growing problem of cargo theft is once again drawing
attention at statehouses.
In Mississippi, one bill moving through the state’s
House targets theft of truck, rail or container cargo through
stiff punishment.
Advocates say that cargo theft by organized crime rings
has become a very serious problem across the nation. The
FBI says cargo theft causes $15 billion to $30 billion in
losses each year.
According to FreightWatch International, California,
Texas, Florida, Illinois and Tennessee make up the top five
states in the number of cargo thefts.
The House Judiciary B Committee voted to advance a
bill to establish cargo theft as a specific offense and impose
felony charges with escalating fines and punishment based
on the value of goods.
Florida, Georgia, New Jersey and Texas are among the
states with rules in place that make cargo theft a specific
crime with stiff punishment for offenders.
OOIDA, which has about 2,130 members residing in

Mississippi, says the legislative effort to deter cargo theft
is a reasonable and overdue deterrent intended to better
protect the livelihood of the men and women that help
drive the economy.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA director of state legislative
affairs, said cargo theft is bad for everyone involved in the
supply chain, especially truck drivers.
“When a trucker becomes the victim of theft it can
be financially devastating,” Matousek said. “Such an
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

occurrence could effectively put our members, the majority
of whom are single truck owner-operators, out of business.
“The same goes for those involved in seasonal operations
as they miss out on a year’s income in a short period of
time.”
In an effort to discourage thefts in the state, offenders
would face prison in addition to monetary penalties.
Specifically, thieves who steal cargo from trucks loaded with
controlled substances, or pharmaceuticals, valued at less
than $10,000 would face fines up to $100,000 and/or up to
10 years in prison.
Theft of controlled substances valued up to $1 million
could result in as much as 25 years behind bars and/or fines
up to $1 million. Loads valued in excess of $1 million could
result in prison terms as long as 30 years and/or fines up to
$1 million.
Violators of other property heists valued as much as
$1,000 would face misdemeanor charges. Theft of cargo
valued as high as $10,000 would include fines up to
$100,000 and/or 10 years behind bars. Stolen loads valued
in excess of $100,000 could result in 20 years in prison and/
or fines up to $1 million.
Another provision in the bill covers fifth wheels, and any
antitheft locking device attached to the fifth wheel. Any

attempt to alter, move or sell a fifth wheel could result in
10-year prison terms and/or $100,000 fines.
A New Mexico state lawmaker wants to add the state to
the short list of states to enact rules intended to discourage
cargo theft.
Sen. Jim White, R-Albuquerque, is behind a bill to
establish the theft of trailer or container cargo as a specific
offense and impose significant punishment.
SB74 would authorize second degree felony charges.
Offenders would face up to nine years in prison and fines up
to the fair market value of the property stolen and the cost of
recovering the property.
Matousek says the issue of cargo theft is something that
more states need to address.
He points out that cargo theft is bad for truckers, bad for
consumers, and bad for the economy.
One Texas bill would expand the state’s cargo theft rules
to cover a trailer or semitrailer with a value of less than
$30,000. HB983 would make such thefts a third-degree
felony.
State law already has rules in place that impose escalating
fines and punishment based on the value of goods contained
in truck, rail or container cargo. LL
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Highway protests the target of bills in eight states
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

In response to protests that shut down
major highways around the country
in recent months, state lawmakers
from Mississippi to Washington State
are pursuing action to strengthen or
supplement existing laws that cover
traffic disruption.
An Indiana bill would direct
police to act quickly to break up
protests that block traffic.
The bill from Sen. Jim Tomes,
R-Wadesville, would authorize law
enforcement to use “any means
necessary” to clear the roads.

“The idea of spontaneously
getting out in the streets
and bringing things to a
grinding halt just doesn’t
cut it.”
– Indiana state Sen. Jim Tomes,
R-Wadesville

During a committee hearing on
the bill Tomes said “the idea of
spontaneously getting out in the
streets and bringing things to a
grinding halt just doesn’t cut it.”
He added that protesters need to get
a permit if they want to block off
a street. Obtaining a permit would
allow officials to prepare to help
ensure traffic is not disrupted, he said.
Critics, including the American
Civil Liberties Union, view bills that
would punish protesters as violations
of the First Amendment.
Senate Local Government
Committee Chairman James Buck,
R-Kokomo, said he anticipates fixes
to the bill before it could advance
from committee.
The issue is also being addressed
at the Iowa statehouse. A Senate
bill would prohibit people from
intentionally blocking traffic on
highways with speeds posted at
55 mph or more.
34 LAND LINE

Sponsored by Sen. Jake Chapman,
R-Adel, the bill would authorize that
people found guilty would face up to
five years in prison and/or fines up to
$7,500.
Iowa law already prohibits people
from placing obstructions on
roadways. Violators face up to two
years behind bars and fines up to
$6,250.
Chapman says he recognizes the
right to protest, but that interstates
are not the place to do it.
Multiple efforts underway in the
Minnesota Legislature also
seek to invoke higher penalties for
highway protests.
Two pieces of legislation would
mandate that “obstruction” of
roadways become a felony if
emergency personnel are blocked
from carrying out their duties.
The House Committee voted to
advance legislation that would permit
state agencies, municipalities and
towns to sue protesters convicted
of unlawful assembly or public
nuisance.
“I think if you’re convicted of a
crime where you intentionally inflict
as much expense and cost upon a
community as possible, you ought
to get a bill,” testified Rep. Nick
Zerwas, R-Elk River.
A separate measure in the
legislature would make intentionally
obstructing traffic on highways
punishable by up to one year in jail

and a $3,000 fine.
State law now permits such actions
to carry up to 90 days in jail and a
$1,000 fine.
A third effort would allow
protesters to be sued for public safety
costs spent on response.
Critics say the legislation serves
solely to intimidate legal protesters.
Gov. Mark Dayton says he
classifies the issue as a “very, very
serious matter” that he will look at
carefully.
In Mississippi, a Senate
bill would create a felony for
“maliciously impeding traffic” on a
public road.
Violations would cover occurrences
of sitting, standing or lying on
highways that impede or hinder
emergency vehicles. Offenders would
face up to five years behind bars and
fines up to $10,000.
Highway protesters are also the
target of a Missouri bill. Incidents
involving at least two people
impeding traffic could result in
felony charges resulting in up to four
years in prison.
A Washington bill would
make disruption of transportation
and commerce a felony offense
punishable by up to 12 months in jail.
Sen. Doug Ericksen, R-Ferndale,
said the “economic terrorism”
measure is prompted by recent
actions that blocked rail and highway
transportation.
One North Dakota bill
goes a step further. The House
Transportation Committee recently
heard a bill from Rep. Keith
Kempenich, R-Bowman, that
covers punishment for accidentally
striking a pedestrian in the roadway.
Specifically, motorists and other
drivers would be exempt from
liability if they “unintentionally”
strike and injure, or kill, someone
obstructing traffic.
A similar effort is under review at
the Tennessee statehouse. LL
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Daylight saving time
evaluated in 14 states
By Keith Goble,
state legislative editor

As the annual ritual nears to
change clocks forward, state
lawmakers from at least a
dozen states are talking about
whether the observance of daylight saving time is worth
continuing.
States reviewing legislation to exempt them from time
changes stretch from Maine to Washington. Currently,
Arizona and Hawaii are the lone states not to take part in
time changes.
Advocates for Daylight Saving Time say it saves the
U.S. about 0.5 percent energy each day it is used. Critics
counter the time changes may have been useful during a
bygone era, but it provides little if any real benefit.
In most cases across the country legislators are pursuing
rules that would permit their states to eliminate the spring
time change.
State lawmakers in Colorado and New Mexico want
to allow their states to join neighboring Arizona in not
recognizing DST. Efforts underway in Illinois, Iowa and
Nebraska would also authorize the states to ignore time
changes.
In Missouri, a resolution would leave the final decision
on the state’s observance of DST to other states.
The state’s voters would decide whether to pursue
an exemption from time changes. If approved, the
state would delay adoption of the rule until any two of
Missouri’s eight adjacent states also act to do away with
DST recognition.
A proposal in the state of Washington would eliminate
DST and stick with Pacific Time all year. One Montana
bill would do the same for yearlong recognition of
Mountain Standard Time.
One Michigan bill calls for petitioning the U.S. DOT to
include the entire state within the Eastern Time zone and
abandon time changes. A portion of the Upper Peninsula
is in the Central Time zone.
Similarly, a North Dakota bill would drop the state
from the list of states with two time zones. Specifically,
the measure calls for uniform recognition of Central
Standard Time.
Connecticut has bills to adopt Standard Time yearround while a separate effort would keep the state on
DST all year.
Maine and New Hampshire have efforts to adopt
Atlantic Time. The legislation would also exempt the
states from the twice-annual time changes.
And a Wyoming bill would exempt the state from time
changes; it would stay on DST year-round. LL
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Shortly after the Kansas Turnpike
Authority announced its plans to
raise 10 bridges on the highway,
the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation made public a similar
project. ODOT will be increasing
the height of nine bridges along
Interstate 35 this year.
Several bridges in the Sooner State
are functionally obsolete, defined
as “perfectly safe and structurally
sound, but may be the source of
traffic jams or may not have a
high enough clearance to allow an
oversized vehicle,” according to the
National Bridge Inventory. ODOT
will begin work on nine bridges with
a 15- to 16-foot clearance and raise
them to 17 feet.
All nine bridges were built between
1958 and 1960, according to ODOT

spokesperson Lisa Shearer-Salim.
Since then, national standards and
vehicle sizes have changed. Raising
the bridges to 17 feet will meet the
standards while also accommodating
future pavement options.
The nine county bridges affected
are over I-35 between Tonkawa and
the Kansas state line and are located
at:
t/PSUI3PBE
t)JHIMBOE3PBE
t)BSUGPSE3PBE t$PMFNBO3PBE
t$ISZTMFS3PBE t'FSHVTPO3PBE
t"EPCF3PBE t)PNF3PBE
t*OEJBO3PBE

Estimated to cost approximately
$3 million, each bridge is expected
to be completed in 60 days.
Compared with completely replacing
a bridge, increasing the height is
significantly cheaper and faster with
minimal road closures.
Shearer-Salim said that ODOT

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation
will move forward with a project to increase
the height of nine bridges on I-35 between
Tonkawa and the Kansas state line.

plans to purchase the equipment
needed for the project, which may be
used to increase the height of more
bridges in the future.
In Kansas, 10 bridges along the
Kansas Turnpike on I-35 south of
Wichita will be raised anywhere
from 12 to 15 inches. At least three
bridges have been completed,
with the remaining bridges to be
completed by the summer. LL

Courtesy of Oklahoma Department of Transportation
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Sooner State to raise nine bridges on Interstate 35
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Las Vegas is proposing an ordinance that will expand an
existing residential parking ban for truckers. The OwnerOperator Independent Drivers Association submitted
comments urging the city to reconsider the amendment.
Although commercial vehicles have been banned from
residential areas, the proposed ordinance will expand
parking restrictions to “any street adjacent to a residence
district, public school or public park.” This includes any
area connected to a street with mainly residential territories
within 300 feet.
In OOIDA’s letter to the city, Director of State Legislative
Affairs Mike Matousek encourages city officials to release
information revealing the motivation behind the proposed
amendment. Matousek wrote that information should be
known before signing off on the amendment, not after.
With little information available, Matousek informed city
officials that it is difficult for anyone to submit meaningful
comments without knowing the full scope of the ban. It
is possible that non-residential areas where trucks can
currently park will be affected by the amended ordinance if
passed.

NEVADA

-BT7FHBTQSPQPTFTBNFOENFOU
UIBUDBOFYQBOEUSVDLQBSLJOHCBO

Matousek also encouraged the city to consider alternative
options that can benefit everyone. Citing examples seen in
Elmira, N.Y., and Weed, Calif., Matousek explained that
there are plenty of case studies proving that “commercial
trucks and local communities can coexist.”
Las Vegas Deputy City Attorney Val Steed told Land
Line the amendment attempts to end confusion as to what is
considered a residential area.
“The current ordinance talks about a ‘residential street,’”
Steed said. “That term isn’t defined and probably has led
people to wonder what it means for a street to be residential.
Does it mean residences on one side only, does it mean
single-family residences, or does it mean things like multifamily apartment-type dwellings?”
Steed acknowledged that the 300-feet language was
adopted from state law and that nobody is clear what it
means.
“We may have to do some refinement there, because
admittedly nobody knows what it means, because the state
law was adopted back in the ‘60s,” Steed said.
The proposal is still in the early stages and must undergo
an impact report before moving to the city council’s
agenda. LL
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Port of Seattle CEO resigns after questionable audit
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A Washington state audit revealed that the Port of Seattle
gave $4.7 million in questionable raises to 642 nonunion
employees, a spokeswoman for the state auditor’s office
confirmed.
The audit contends that the raises could have violated
the state constitution because they were not merit based.
Information about the audit broke in February. On
Feb. 2, Port of Seattle CEO Ted Fick turned in his
resignation.
Fick was on administrative leave at the time of the
resignation, but Port of Seattle Commission President
Tom Albro said the audit wasn’t the reason Fick was on
leave.
“The Port Commission had raised multiple personnel
issues with Mr. Fick during his performance review,”
Albro said in a news release. “He was not placed on
administrative leave as a result of the audit.”
In December 2015, the Port Commission approved
increasing the standard workweek from 37.5 to 40 hours.
“We believe that the one-time payment achieved the
intended effect of supporting employee retention and

addressing employee concerns,” Albro said on Feb. 3.
“We have conveyed to the state auditor’s office our
belief that the Port has a strong legal basis for taking this
action. The audit is still in process. We respect the state
auditor office’s process and accountability to the public,
and we are working collaboratively with them to
expedite completion and public release of the audit with
all of the facts and circumstances and the Port’s full
response.”
According to The Seattle Times, the raises also
included a “secret” $24,500 pay increase to Fick.
He proposed the 7 percent lump-sum payment to all
nonunion employees, but Fick didn’t tell the commission
his $350,000 would be subject to the pay increase, the
Times reported. Other allegations against Fick include
the acceptance of improper gifts from Port customers.
Fick was also charged with DUI in April 2016.
Fick did not mention the allegations in his resignation
letter. Instead, he said he was leaving the Port to return
to the private sector.
Dave Soike, who was serving as the Port’s chief
operating officer, was named the interim CEO. LL
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By Land Line staff

Truckers who plan to cross the
Delaware River Bridge anytime
soon will need to reroute. After
GLVFRYHULQJDVLJQL¿FDQWFUDFNLQWKH
bridge, New Jersey and Pennsylvania
7XUQSLNHRI¿FLDOVKDYHFORVHGWKH
bridge at least until April, possibly
longer, and will reopen once repairs
have been made.
On Jan. 20, engineers found a
complete fracture in a 14-inch steel
truss on the Pennsylvania side of the
bridge below the westbound right
lane. Due to the fracture, the bridge
was considered unsafe.
$VRISUHVVWLPHRI¿FLDOVKDGQR
way of knowing exactly how long
the bridge would remain closed.
Considering the minimum repairs,
the bridge could be reopened

sometime in April. However, any
number of potential issues could be
discovered during the repair process,
extending the timeline.
The following detours have been
established:
(DVWERXQG([LWDW%HQVDOHP
Interchange, No. 351 in Buck
County. Follow U.S. Route 1 north
to I-95 north to I-295 south to I-195
east. Take Exit 6 on I-195 and reenter the New Jersey Turnpike.
:HVWERXQG'HWRXUDW1HZ-HUVH\
Turnpike Interchange 7A to I-195
westbound to I-295 northbound,
which becomes I-95 southbound;
or from New Jersey Turnpike
Interchange 5 to Mount Holly Road.
Motorists traveling from northern
New Jersey are advised to exit at
Interchange 14 and use I-78 west.
/RFDOURDGVXQGHUEULGJH5DGFOLII

Street, Palmer Avenue and Wood
Avenue will also be closed. Drivers
traveling east from Route 130 can
use Interchange 6 to access the New
Jersey Turnpike via the Pearl Harbor
Memorial Extension. The westbound
Pearl Harbor Memorial Extension
ZLOOUHPDLQFORVHGWRDOOWUDI¿FWKHUH
will be no access to Interchange 6
from that direction.
Carrying more than 42,000
vehicles each day, the bridge closure
LVH[SHFWHGWRFDXVHVLJQL¿FDQW
delays and congestion in the area.
Bridge stabilization work was
completed on Jan. 22. Engineers will
now build eight towers beneath the
bridge to support the structure.
Per National Bridge Inspection
Standards, the Delaware River Bridge
is inspected every two years. LL

NEW JERSEY / PENNSYLVANIA

Cracked truss closes Delaware River Bridge indefinitely
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH

What’s happening in your state legislature?

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Since the first of
the year lawmakers
throughout the
country have
been working at
breakneck speed to advance
their agendas. A portion of
those efforts are included on the
following pages.
Visit LandLineMag.com and
click on “Legislative Watch”
under the “Important Info” tab for
a rundown of state legislation.

ARIZONA
A bill moving through the House
would prohibit household goods
movers from refusing to deliver
a person’s goods or placing a lien
on the items. HB2145 would also
require operations to accurately
disclose all fees, rates and charges,
including the scope of the insurance
coverage for lost or damaged goods.
CONNECTICUT
Multiple bills are of interest.
HB6060 would create a task force to
study alternative funding sources for
rest areas on state highways.
HB5422 would require the use of
natural alternatives to magnesium
chloride for melting ice on state
highways.
INDIANA
One House bill would raise the
state’s 18-cent-per-gallon gas tax
and the 16-cent diesel tax by 10

cents. In addition, the state’s 11-cent
motor carrier surcharge tax would
nearly double to 21 cents. HB1002
would also index the taxes on an
annual basis. Other provisions in
the bill include devoting the state’s
sales tax on fuel solely to the state
Highway Fund and implementing
vehicle fees. Tolls are also on the
table. Another component of the
plan would authorize INDOT to
study implementation of a vehiclemiles traveled tax.
A bill halfway through the
statehouse would require motorists
to yield the right-of-way to large
trucks when driving through
roundabouts. For occurrences where
two large trucks are approaching a
roundabout at about the same time,
HB1039 specifies the vehicle on the
right is required to yield the rightof-way. Offenders could face $500
fines.

MISSISSIPPI
A House bill would authorize
commercial vehicles to bypass
inspection stations under certain
circumstances. HB23 would allow
operators to keep driving past
a facility if they are “unable to
completely exit a highway, road or
street due to a vehicle obstruction
when reaching the exit lane for the
inspection station.” Affected drivers
would be required to stop at the next
inspection station along their route.

.JOOFTPUB
In an effort to quell ticket quotas, SF338 would prohibit certain traffic
stop-related information from being used in law enforcement officer job
performance evaluations. It would be forbidden to include the number of
traffic stops made or traffic enforcement activity in evaluations.
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MONTANA
A Senate bill would limit the use
of chloride-based liquid de-icers on
highways. The allowed usage would
be reduced by 10 percent each year
over the next decade. SB106 would
not apply to the use of a 10 percent
rock salt base mixed with sand.
NEW MEXICO
Two bills are of note. HB91
would extend hours of commercial
operation at the federally operated
Santa Teresa Port of Entry. About
$200,000 would be appropriated
from the state’s general fund to pay
for keeping the facility open longer.
SB76 would revise the state’s
Move Over law. State law requires
travelers to move over, or slow
down if unable to switch lanes, for
emergency vehicles parked along
roadsides with lights activated. The
bill would expand the list to include
all vehicles parked along roadways
displaying flashing emergency lights
or hazard lights.
NEW YORK
One Assembly bill would permit
police to cite truckers and
other drivers for failure to clear
accumulations of ice or snow when
traveling on roadways with posted
speeds in excess of 40 mph. Vehicles
found with at least two inches of
snow or one-half inch of ice would
be in violation. Violators would
face $75 fines. A2455 specifies
that accumulations occurring while
vehicles are on the roadway would
exempt drivers from the clearance
rule.
OHIO
A new state law permits all township
police to make arrests during traffic
stops on local highways. HB378
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removes a 50,000-resident threshold
to allow all township police the
authority to make arrests on national
highways that are not included in
the interstate system. The affected
roadway must be located within the
territory of the officer. The new law
takes effect April 6, 2017.

fees to pay for road improvements
and maintenance. S70 would
require local voters to sign off on
the fuel user fee, or sales tax.
Another bill of note, H3459,
would prohibit municipal speeding
ordinances that do not follow the
state’s uniform traffic code.

OKLAHOMA
SB203 specifies that any sheriff
trained by the Department of Public
Safety is authorized to stop and
weigh any vehicle with a scale
certified by the agency upon any
county road.

TEXAS
Multiple bills call for adding an
instruction to driver’s education
classes on how to handle being
stopped by law enforcement. The
intent of the rule is to educate new
drivers how to calmly approach a
situation and to not panic, and also
to help them avoid doing anything
that may seem like a red flag to
law enforcement. HB602, SB233
and SB273 would add a section
to driver’s education courses for
teachers to emphasize “appropriate
interactions with law enforcement.”

SOUTH CAROLINA
A handful of bills call for fuel tax
increases that range from 4 to 12
cents per gallon. South Carolina has
not raised its 16-cent-per-gallon fuel
tax in 30 years. One effort would
allow counties to levy their own
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7FSNPOU
H78 would authorize the towns of
Montgomery, Westfield, and Lowell to
prohibit large trucks from accessing
the Hazen’s Notch segment of Route
58. Violators could face up to $2,000
fines.

VIRGINIA
A House bill specifies that vehicles
and cargo that are impeding
traffic flow because of a wreck
be removed from moving lanes.
HB2022 would require drivers to
move a vehicle from the roadway
after an emergency, wreck or
breakdown that did not result in
injury or death – if the vehicle is
movable and the driver can do so
safely. LL
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Denied safe parking
OOIDA member sues Oakland Coliseum
for negligence after being shot
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

An OOIDA life member,
who was shot while parked
about a half-mile from the
Oakland Coliseum, is suing for
negligence after being denied
parking inside the safety of the
stadium lot.
Jerry Matson, 73, of Auburn,
Ind., is the plaintiff in a lawsuit
filed against the OaklandAlameda County Coliseum
Jerry Matson
Authority on Jan. 19 in
Alameda County Superior Court.
Matson, who has been a truck driver for about 45 years,
was set to deliver a Caterpillar Entertainment Generator
on Dec. 15, 2015, to the Oakland Coliseum, which is
the home of the NFL’s Oakland Raiders and the MLB’s
Oakland A’s. When Matson arrived at the stadium gate
between 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. that day, he said he was told
by a member of the stadium’s security that he couldn’t
enter the parking lot, the lawsuit said.
After Matson told the employee that he had made
numerous deliveries in the past and was always allowed
to spend the night to make the next morning’s delivery,

“For whatever reason when Jerry
arrived that evening, multiple
employees of the coliseum authority
denied him entry.”
– Nick Casper, Jerry Matson’s attorney

he was still denied the ability to park at the stadium and
was directed to park on the opposite side of Interstate 880,
according to the lawsuit.
“I went over there to park, and I realized there’s ‘no
parking’ signs everywhere,” Matson told Land Line
Now following the incident. “I know what that means in
California. It means no parking.”
He said he drove a little further and found a small
public park. A uniformed law enforcement officer was
around, so he parked and walked up to her and asked
whether he could park in the area legally. The officer
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directed him to back into a spot adjacent to the park.
Parked about a half-mile from the stadium, he went to
sleep. Around 10:30 p.m., Matson awoke to the sound of
banging on the driver’s side door of his tractor and the
window being smashed.
He told Land Line Now that he then sat up immediately
and started yelling, as he was taught in the Marines. He
took action with the only weapon he had – his voice.
“I said, ‘you’re not gonna shoot me for nothing.’ So I
jumped up and started screaming.”
A hand reached into the window and pulled the trigger
of a .45 caliber pistol – firing a bullet into Matson’s
stomach near his belly button.
The intruder, who has never been caught, fled the scene.
The shooting led to Matson undergoing multiple
surgeries and suffering from infections. His wife, Janet,
spoke to Land Line last year after her husband was shot,
reporting that doctors said the bullet was a ‘hair’ away
from hitting a major artery. The injuries kept Matson out
of work for about a year.
Nick Casper, an attorney for Matson, said the
negligence of the coliseum’s employees put the longtime
truck driver in harm’s way.
“Mr. Matson was familiar with the custom and practice
of the coliseum to allow long-haul truckers who are
making deliveries at night for an event at the coliseum
to enter the enclosed parking lot and spend the night in
the safe harbor of the parking lot and then to unload the
following morning,” Casper said.
“That’s what he had always encountered there, as well
as at other major event facilities across the country. For
whatever reason when Jerry arrived that evening, multiple
employees of the coliseum authority denied him entry.
They refused to take it up the chain and instructed him
to park across the freeway in an area where there’s space
to pull over, but it is known to be very unsafe. Especially
since he was carrying an expensive load, it was a target
for criminal activity. We believe the negligence of the
coliseum authority’s employees directly resulted in this
unfortunate event.”
Casper added that the area Matson was told to park at is
known as a high-crime area.
Matson is suing for lost wages, medical expenses, lost
earning capacity, and for pain and suffering. LL
Reed Black, Land Line Now news anchor, contributed to
this report.
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New roadside towing rules draw praise from Ontario Trucking Association
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

The Ontario Trucking Association
offered praise to provincial leaders
for championing a bill it says will
help vehicle owners “gain some
leverage over unscrupulous recovery
operators.”
Among the changes, Bill 15,
Fighting Fraud and Reducing
Automobile Insurance Rates Act
2014, requires tow and storage
providers in Ontario to publicly
disclose recovery rates. OTA says
heavy-duty recovery rates and
service levels have historically been
a contentious issue between carriers
and a small percentage of heavyduty recovery companies. The new
rules took effect Jan. 1.
“The passing of Bill 15 provides
OTA with a new opportunity to assist
OTA members in dealing with unfair

heavy-duty recovery bills received
in the province,” OTA President
Stephen Laskowski said in a press
release.
In addition to public disclosure
of recovery rates, Bill 15 also
includes a Consumers Bill of Rights;
establishes qualifications for tow
and storage providers; accepts credit
card payments from consumers;
and requires that tow and storage
services provided to customers be
authorized.
The press release also stated that
OTA “intends to investigate whether
the actual bill heavy-duty recovery
companies charge at roadside reflects
the rates they are officially listing on
their websites.”
The Ontario association is asking
members to forward them scanned
copies of all heavy-duty recovery
invoices they received in 2016 and

2017, along with a description of the
services provided. OTA will then do
a comparison between geographical
regions, types of services provided,
and posted heavy-duty recovery
rates. Invoices may be emailed to
otatowing@ontruck.org.
“We expect to discover there are
no issues with the vast majority of
heavy-duty recovery companies.
But, just like any other sector, it
only takes a few bad apples to
reflect poorly on an entire industry,”
Laskowski stated.
In the U.S., The Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association
continues to address inflated towing
fees related to heavy-duty towing
and recovery. These efforts have
produced changes to laws and
regulations in a number of states and
have led to multiple refunds to truck
drivers who were overcharged. LL

Circle No. 8 on Response Card
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By Land Line staff

An owner of a trucking
company in Minnesota is
warning others of a potential
scam that involves a person
pretending to be an officer
and requesting payment for repairs over the phone.
Joyce Brenny, an OOIDA member and owner of
Brenny Transportation, said her company received
a call in January from an “Officer Davies” with the
Arizona State Patrol claiming that one of their trucks
had run over some steel that had fallen off another
truck. The number was from a 520 area code, which
serves the Tucson, Ariz., area.
She said that the person representing himself
as “Officer Davies” then handed the phone over
to someone who claimed to be a repairman. The
repairman requested payment for invoices of
$988.72 and $994.16, respectively.
“This caller actually had our truck number and
said we had damages and that we needed to pay
for the damages right now,” Brenny said.
Brenny said they told him that they would need a
few minutes and would call him back. During that
time, they called their driver to ask him if the truck
had any breakdowns or was in need of repair. The
driver said that he hadn’t experienced any problems
and was parked at a truck stop in the area on a rest
break.
After that, Brenny’s company called the number
back and accused them of trying to pull a scam.
She said the person then asked if their company
was in Houston. When Brenny responded that it
wasn’t, they said they had the wrong company and
hung up.
Brenny warned others in a Facebook post of the
incident and advised them not to give their credit
card information over the phone to strangers.
“We’re really encouraging people to double-check
and to talk with your drivers,” she said.
“In 35 years in the trucking industry, I had never
received a call like this that was a scam,” Brenny
said. “There’s more of this type of thing happening
now, which is sad.”
Brenny said she informed the Arizona State Patrol
of the incident. LL

Circle No. 35 on Response Card
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OOIDA lawsuit: FMCSA bypassed legal process
in medical certification rule
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

OOIDA claims the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration’s rule on medical examiner’s certification
integration added regulations that bypassed the
rulemaking process.
OOIDA filed its opening brief in the case on Jan. 18 in
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit.
FMCSA issued a final rule in April 2015 that required
certified medical examiners, who perform physicals
on drivers of commercial motor vehicles, to use a new
medical form. The agency announced it was creating
procedures by which medical examiners would submit the
results of driver medical examinations to the states so that
a driver’s medical certification would be combined with
the CDL.
However, OOIDA argues that the FMCSA added other
regulations that violated the law by not going through the
rulemaking process.
“In its final rule, however, FMCSA also incorporated
into the … Federal Regulations a detailed list of specific
medical criteria as Appendix A to 49 CFR Part 391
that FMCSA did not propose in its notice of proposed
rulemaking,” OOIDA wrote in its legal brief. “Those
medical standards listed sleep apnea as one of the areas
for medical examiners to review in deciding whether to
medically certify drivers.
“The agency did not demonstrate a connection between
these medical criteria and driver safety. The agency did

not ask for public comments on Appendix A. Nor did the
agency evaluate the burden and cost of evaluating and
testing for these medical criteria in a driver examination.”
In October 2013, President Barack Obama signed
into law a bill requiring the FMCSA to use a formal
rulemaking process before requiring sleep apnea testing
for commercial truck drivers.
“By incorporating the medical condition of sleep
disorders, including obstructive sleep apnea, into both the
Medical Examination Report and Appendix A Medical
Criteria, the agency exceeded its authority under Public
Law 113-45, which requires the agency to perform a
rulemaking before incorporating any sleep disorder
standard into the medical certification process,” OOIDA
wrote.
OOIDA petitioned the FMCSA to reconsider the final
rule on May 22, 2015. The Association argued that
the new medical criteria, including sleep apnea, must
be established through a proper rulemaking process.
OOIDA also provided examples of its own members’
problems with medical examiners interpreting the medical
certification inconsistently. OOIDA said that drivers were
being medically disqualified based on doctors’ beliefs that
the sleep apnea guidelines are mandatory.
However, the FMCSA denied OOIDA’s petition for
reconsideration on Sept. 9, 2016, saying that the final
rule did not change the underlying medical examination
criteria and that the public had adequate notice and an
opportunity to comment. LL

OOIDA v. CARB: Federal court will hear oral argument April 19
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association has persisted
in a convoluted court clash with the
California Air Resources Board since
the Association’s first case was filed
in 2013. The U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit in California
has scheduled oral arguments in that
initial case against the California Air
Resources Board for April 19, 2017.
OOIDA Executive Vice President
Todd Spencer says “the heart of
the issue is that CARB regulations
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place a disproportionate cost
burden on out-of-state truckers” by
requiring trucks from other states to
be upgraded in order to operate in
California. The Association’s case
alleges that CARB’s Truck and Bus
Regulation violates the Commerce
Clause of the U.S. Constitution.
The case was originally filed in
December 2013 in the U.S. District
Court, Eastern District of California.
After surviving multiple twists and
legal turns, it ended up in the Ninth
Circuit Court in San Francisco. So
far, the merits of the case have not

been heard by any court.
“While there have been other
lawsuits filed against CARB, all of
those cases have been dismissed
on procedural grounds,” said
Spencer. “This will be the first one
to discuss the merits of the case,
which is welcome news to hundreds
of thousands of truckers who have
stopped doing business in California
due to the CARB rules.”
OOIDA is represented in the
suit by The Cullen Law firm, the
Association’s litigation counsel in
Washington, D.C. LL
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The National Consumer Complaint Database…for Trucking?
'"! "!&( % " #!' '&&*&'&'(#+'
government to help people, both within and outside of the trucking industry,
to file and to have complaints investigated. Most people have never heard of
this database and even fewer have used it.
People outside of the trucking industry

may file complaints about things like bus
service issues such as discrimination, ticket
issues, baggage problems, bus is in violation of
American with Disabilities Act, complaints on
moving companies, problems with hazmat
deliveries and even safety violations by trucks
or busses that they have witnessed.

Company Drivers and Bus Drivers could file
coercion complaints, complaints about a
carrier who refuses to maintain the equipment
per the safety regulations. They might file a
complaint against a carrier who harasses a
driver into violating regulations or threatening
to terminate a driver, or threatening some sort
of financial penalty for refusing to violate the
regulations.
Leased Owner-Operators might file the same
complaints that a Company Driver or Bus
Driver might file but they might also file
complaints about violations of the leasing
agreement;
-"'''!#*'+&
-%%%&!"'"*!'%)*"
rated freight bills
-('"!&"!'&'' !'&%
not listed in the contract

- %%%&!"'#%")!"#&"'
insurance policies that the owneroperator is paying thru the carrier
- !'%'% !'"!'&%"**&
!"'%(!*'!+&'%
termination
Another common complaint filed by Leased
Owner-Operators is about carriers operating
without the required insurance coverages.

Owner-Operator with their Own Authority

might also file complaints regarding brokers
who are booking freight without an active
bond or refusal of access to view transaction
information on loads they have hauled.

This program will cover:
-'" #!'&!
-+" #!'&&"(
-"!" #!'
-"*"+"(" #!'
-'"( !''"!&"(
&( ''*''" #!'
-'##!&'%+"('
" #!'
The program also discusses the pros and
cons of revealing your identity when you
file a complaint.

Access the entire OOIDA Business Education Series online.
For more information on the Business Education Series
curriculum, go online at: ooidaonlineeducation.com.
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We the Truckers
What do the decision makers need
to understand about trucking?

F

ew truck drivers will ever have
the opportunity to sit down
one-on-one with the president
of the United States, with the
leaders of the U.S. Department
of Transportation, or even with
one of their representatives in
Congress.
But, for a minute, let’s pretend
that you did
land that
meeting.

What would you say?
From a trucker’s perspective,
what do the decision makers
need to understand about
trucking? What are the biggest
obstacles preventing you
from doing your job in a safe
and efficient manner? What
aspects of the job encourage
experienced and safe drivers to
leave the industry?
Members of the Land Line
staff posed these questions to
nearly a dozen members of the
Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association. The
answers varied, but the overall
message was the same: They
want to be heard.
© Ksenila Veledynska - Fotolia.com; © iStockphoto.com/shotbydave; © Yuri Bizgaimer

By Mark Schremmer,
Greg Grisolano
and Tyson Fisher,
Land Line staff
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Angela Surette
OOIDA senior member
AGE: 45
HOMETOWN: Hammond, La.
JOB: Owner-operator/team driver

“The idea that we should drive,
break and work the same …
Regulating us to run the same is
a crazy idea.”
Gretchen Darmetko
OOIDA senior member
AGE: 48
HOMETOWN: Hammond, La.
JOB: Owner-operator/team driver

“I would like to see a more
consistent approach to laws that
govern oversize/over-dimensional
freight.”

Electronic logs don’t
improve safety
Tim Bauman, a 36-year-old
OOIDA member from New Paris,
Ind., would tell his lawmaker that
electronic logging devices aren’t
doing what the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration thinks
they do.
Instead of improving safety by
forcing drivers to follow their hours
of service, Bauman said the logs
serve as a reminder of the ticking
clock and don’t allow for any
flexibility.
While OOIDA continues to
fight the action, the electronic
log mandate is set to take effect
in December 2017. However, all
trucks that are older than model
year 2000 will be exempt from the
mandate.
“I see more accidents from people

who are running electronic logs
and aren’t able to take a nap when
they need to,” Bauman said. “I see
guys who lost a lot of their time
at a shipper or receiver during the
day, and now they have to truck
all night. They need to change the
hours of service to where people
are able to lie down and go to bed
when they need to. These guys have
to run, and they only have a certain
amount of time to do it in. Then
they get tired, and start driving
everywhere but on the road.”
Del Sanchez, a 40-year-old
Continued on Page 51

Don Wolford
OOIDA senior member
AGE: 50
HOMETOWN: Greencastle, Pa.
JOB: Owner-operator, pulls a flatbed
Conestoga trailer

“They need to build more
parking, more rest havens for
drivers.”

Photos by Greg Grisolano

Robert Schwartz
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OOIDA member
AGE: 57
HOMETOWN: Keota, Iowa
JOB: Leased to Resolute Logistics of
Syracuse, Ind.

“They’re talking about needing
more drivers, but we need more
parking for the ones who are
already out there.”
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‘I need a voice in Washington’
By Mark Schremmer,
Greg Grisolano and Tyson Fisher

S

tanding alone, Don Wolford
knows his complaints will likely
have little impact on the decision
makers in Washington, D.C.
That’s why the 50-year-old
owner-operator from Greencastle,
Pa., joined the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association.
“I need a voice in Washington,”
said Wolford, an OOIDA senior
member. “I can’t do it myself. I need
to be in an organization that will
help me along with that. OOIDA
is the only one that is fighting for
us, the drivers. I contribute to the
PAC fund. I reach out to my reps in
Pennsylvania. I’ve written a letter,
mailed it, faxed it and emailed it to
make sure I covered all bases. Once
in a while, I get a response.”
While one truck driver’s concerns
are likely to fall on deaf ears, an
organization representing 158,000
truck drivers owns the clout
necessary to force lawmakers to stop
and listen. OOIDA started in 1973
and has been serving as the voice
for the professional truck driver for
more than 40 years.
“To have a voice. To be part
of a bigger voice and to help
out drivers,” OOIDA Member
Robert Schwartz said in reply to
the question of why he joined the
Association.
Tim Bauman, a 36-year-old
OOIDA member from New Paris,
Ind., joined for similar reasons.
“I really wouldn’t have the
opportunity to have my voice
heard,” he said. “That’s why I joined
OOIDA, so that they can be the
representative for you.”
Ahmad Rashid, an OOIDA
member from Carrollton, Texas, said
the Association not only provides a
voice for truckers, but also provides
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the correct one.
“OOIDA stands for the issues that
are beneficial to us,” he said. “It
stands for the right cause.”
Glenn Thompson, an OOIDA
member from Huffman, Texas,
said he joined because truckers
need “someone to be our true
go-between” between truckers and
politicians.

“OOIDA stands for
the issues that are
beneficial to us.
It stands for the
right cause.”
– OOIDA Member Ahmad Rashid
Being a trucker, you’re a true rebel
and a true warrior,” Thompson said.
“We put our lives on the line each
and every time we put the key in
and get behind the wheel. We need
to make sure we’re heard on a large
scale.”
Other members said OOIDA
provides important information and
services to allow them to do their
job safely, efficiently, and in a costeffective manner.
“When I bought my first truck,
I went to the Louisville show and
ran into OOIDA there,” said Robert
Johnson, an OOIDA member
from Kaufman, Texas. “I talked
to some of the people there, and
I was impressed with the whole
organization, because we honestly
needed somebody to help us.
“They also help me out a lot. They
helped me get my own authority
straightened out and some other
things. My son’s a member, my dad
was a member, and anybody that I
come across that has a CDL, I make
them get a membership.”

Sheila Fortunato, an OOIDA
senior member from Grand Prairie,
Texas, also said she has benefited
from her membership.
“OOIDA is a reliable place to go
for reliable information,” she said.
“I joined when I first purchased
my truck.” She said she needed a
drug test, and OOIDA provided the
resources necessary for her to fulfill
that requirement.
Gretchen Darmetko, an OOIDA
senior member from Hammond, La.,
learned about the Association from
another driver.
“Shortly after I earned my
commercial driver’s license, I was
teamed with another driver that was
responsible for teaching me the rules
of the company. He was extremely
thorough, and I learned how to apply
the rules of the road to the work of
the day. He told me how OOIDA
was an organization designed to help
and protect the trucker, regardless of
whether or not I owned a truck.”
In turn, Darmetko passed on the
word about OOIDA to her current
team driver, Angela Surette.
“When I started teaming with
Gretchen 14-and-a-half years ago,
she introduced me to OOIDA,” said
Surette, who, like Darmetko, is an
OOIDA senior member. “It was nice
to have somebody on our side to
fight for our rights with the federal
government and other organizations
that try to impose on our rights.”
Russell Short, an OOIDA life
member from Brook Park, Ohio,
said the Association has done its part
to improve the work environment for
truck drivers.
“OOIDA has been so good for the
industry,” Short said. “They’ve stuck
around and weathered the changes. I
appreciate everything they’ve done
for us. Other organizations have
been around, but they didn’t do as
much.” LL
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OOIDA member from Haysville,
Kan., agreed that mandating
electronic logs could actually lead to
a decrease in safety on the highways.
“With a lot of the new kids out there
driving, a lot of them won’t go to
sleep when they’re supposed to,
or they can’t sleep when the clock
starts telling them that they have to,”
Sanchez said.
“What ends up happening is that
they stay up for the next three, four
or even five or six hours sometimes,
and they finally fall asleep two-anda-half hours into their sleeper time.
What’s the first thing they do? They
hop behind the wheel knowing that
the clock is ticking and they don’t
have a choice other than to start
moving. That’s creating its own
hazard. The problem is that it hasn’t
run its course yet for people to start
realizing how dangerous it can be.”
Sanchez said the exemption could
also impede safety by encouraging
drivers, who want to avoid the
mandate, to find older trucks.
“Intentionally bringing back old,
ratty trucks because they don’t want
to have a device that can track them
is a problem in and of itself,” he
said.
Robert Johnson, a 55-year-old
OOIDA member from Kaufman,
Texas, said he wishes the regulations
would include some common sense

that would allow drivers to take
breaks when they’re tired.
“They need to take this electronic
logging and just throw it in the
garbage,” Johnson said. “If you start
on Monday and you have a driver
who likes to run at night – and he
starts at 2 p.m., and he runs his
hours out a little later … By Friday,
his sleep schedule is all messed up
because of how the computer is
putting him off duty.
“I started 30 years ago when we
could break up our time. If I ran
down the road four or five hours and
I felt like it was one of them days
where I could just not get awake and
I decided to take a nap, I could stop
my time, take that hour to three-hour
nap and get back up and continue
my day. Because of the 14-hour rule
and the clock doesn’t stop, you have
drivers who are tired, but they can’t
stop.”
Robert Schwartz, a 57-year-old
OOIDA member from Keota, Iowa,
said that regulations like ELDs and
speed limiters have more to do with
making fleets and owner-operators
work under the same limitations than
it does about increasing safety.
“Trucking is not a one-sizefits-all industry when it comes to
regulations,” Schwartz said. “They’re
trying to pass laws like speed limiters
and electronic logs. … That just
doesn’t work for owner-operators.
It feels like they’re trying to weed
Continued on Page 53

Ahmad Rashid
OOIDA member
AGE: 60
HOMETOWN: Carrollton, Texas
JOB: Owner-operator

“Make the rules humane. Make
them treat (truckers) like humans
and give them the freedom to split
hours.”

Sheila Fortunato
OOIDA senior member
AGE: 54
HOMETOWN: Grand Prairie, Texas
JOB: Owner-operator

“I know that they (lawmakers) are
trying to pull a fast one on me by
telling me that I shouldn’t be in the
left lane when I pay taxes to run
on that road.”

Robert Johnson

Photos by Greg Grisolano

(Pictured here with his son, also Robert Johnson)
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OOIDA member
AGE: 55
HOMETOWN: Kaufman, Texas
JOB: Owner-operator

“The first thing that they don’t know
is how much time we actually spend
at the loading and unloading dock.”
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Why keep on trucking?
By Dave Sweetman,
Land Line contributor

(Editor’s note: The flip side to
asking truckers what they would
change about trucking, is asking
them why they still love it and
choose to keep jamming gears and
heading on down the road.)

R

owned the truck, but because I
valued, treasured my newfound
independence. I was quite sure of
what direction I wanted to go and
worked very hard, sacrificed much
to make it happen.
Since the mid ’70s, the industry
has changed. The trucks have
gotten more comfortable, safer and
more efficient. The 21st century of
trucking is far more technologically
advanced and very different from
when I started. Some of it good,
some not so good.
We can’t go back, and all things
considered I would not care to. I
miss some things about the old days
but not all of the old ways. I miss
the brotherhood and camaraderie,
but perhaps that is me getting older.
At a time when I hear others
say they are getting out, retiring,
or moving in a different direction,
I choose to continue this crazy
gig. I recently built and bought
a new truck, so I have another
four years or more. I am now
officially old, having turned
65 with a Medicare card and a
Denny’s discount card to prove it.
I honestly don’t feel old. I
still love what I do very much,
still like chasing mile markers,
stopping at the Triple T for
breakfast or the Wagon Wheel
for lunch. I still like the feeling
at the end of the day that I have
accomplished something, offered a
good service, and seen something
new on a Blue Highway. LL
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ecently,
I passed
the milestone
of having
accumulated
5 million safe
miles in a
commercial
truck without
a boo-boo. I
owe most of that to good driving
practices like safe following
distance, well-maintained
equipment, and knowing when to
park it. As a one-truck owner/driver,
it is not rocket science to figure that
if the truck gets damaged, no work
means the bills don’t get paid.
In the early ’70s, I learned early
on that OOIDA was, and still is, our
true voice with our lawmakers and
legislators.
I fondly remember the oil
embargoes and truck shutdowns that
caused many headaches across the
country. I remember
trucks blockaded in the
76 Truck Stop in Elkton,

Md., when anyone trying to leave
got their air lines cut.
I stood around the fire barrel at
Peggy’s Truck Stop on Route 40,
Bear, Del., in protest, carrying a sign
looking for justice for the American
truck driver. I did an interview with
a friend, Sean Mullin, who was
a journalist for the Philadelphia
newspaper. I was quoted fairly and
hoped that my words, even then,
would fall on listening ears.
There was an innocent truck driver
in southern Delaware, Claudie Nix,
who was shot and killed during
the shutdown protests. It was later
found that Mr. Nix was killed by a
creep with a gun not related to the
shutdown. Rocks were being thrown
at trucks from overpasses. Convoys
of trucks were led by state police
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Guys
with bedsheets on the back doors of
the trailers that stated, “Don’t Shoot.
Going Home.” I was there.
I remember truckers making
up a huge convoy of big rigs to
Washington, D.C., to show solidarity
and to get the attention of the
Capitol insiders. It was then that I
first heard the name Jim Johnston.
Soon after, I joined OOIDA for
the first time, even though I was a
company driver. I believed then, as I
do now, that OOIDA would become
a force, benefiting everyone who
drove a truck.
Even though I was not an owneroperator, I did feel as though I
was independent. Not because I
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out the owner-operators and let the
big corporate companies take over.
When they’re trying to regulate us,
it’s not about safety.”
In addition to ELDs being
dangerous, Gretchen Darmetko, a
48-year-old OOIDA senior member
from Hammond, La., said the
devices are a costly and needless
burden for owner-operators.
“I would request a deletion of
the upcoming electronic onboard
recording requirement,” said
Darmetko, who started her career
as a truck driver in 1996. “Since the
electronic logs have been forced into
the tractors, I see more aggressive
driving and more speeding within
truck stops. (They’re) also going
to be a financial burden for some
operators as there is an initial cost of
several hundred dollars and monthly
fees nearing $30.”
Darmetko added that the hours of
service take safety decisions out of
the drivers’ hands.
“The obvious overwhelming
complaint is the hours-of-service
rules that have been completely
altered and have forced us to
work our entire shift without the
opportunity for an afternoon nap,
a bout of illness, or maybe a long
dinner with some friends.”
Ahmad Rashid, a 60-year-old
OOIDA member from Carrollton,
Texas, echoed Darmetko’s sentiment.

“Safety is the most important
issue,” Rashid said. “I think when
the logbook was 10 hours driving
within 16 hours and an eight-hour
break with a split, it was much safer.
Before, anytime we were getting
sleepy we were pulling over to take
a couple-hour nap.”

Drivers need more
safe places to park
A lack of safe parking has been a
hot topic among truck drivers for
some time. Jason Rivenburg, a truck

Glenn Thompson
OOIDA member
AGE: 44
HOMETOWN: Huffman, Texas
JOB: Owner-operator, flatbed
commodity hauler

“Everything in this economy
starts and stops with a truck.
When you put a stifle on that, it
stifles everything.”

driver from Fultonham, N.Y., was
fatally shot in 2009 while parked
at an abandoned gas station in
South Carolina. In December 2015,
OOIDA Life Member Jerry Matson
was shot while parked near I-880 in
Oakland after being denied a secure
spot at the Oakland Coliseum.
Rivenburg’s story sparked the
creation of “Jason’s Law,” which
is an effort to give truckers better
access to safe rest areas, in 2013.
Matson, who had to undergo
multiple surgeries after being shot in
Continued on Page 54

Tim Bauman
OOIDA member
AGE: 36
HOMETOWN: New Paris, Ind.
JOB: Owner-operator, hauls grain
equipment and lumber

“There needs to be better training
for the new guys. It’s more than
just passing a written test and
being able to start a truck.”

Photos by Greg Grisolano

Russell Short
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OOIDA life member
AGE: 56
HOMETOWN: Brook Park, Ohio
JOB: Owner-operator, leased to expediting company

“There’s got to be some flexibility put back into
the hours of service. They’re so rigid now.”
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Del Sanchez
OOIDA member
AGE: 40
HOMETOWN: Haysville, Kan.
JOB: Owner-operator, hauls motorcycles

“Until they put the ability in the
driver’s hands to pull over when
they’re tired, it’s not going to work.”

the lower right abdomen by a
.45 caliber firearm, filed a lawsuit
in January in the OaklandAlameda County Superior Court.
In spite of the effort to make
such stories a thing of the past,
many truck drivers say a lack of
safe parking remains one of the
top issues confronting the industry.
“The parking issue is just insane
out here,” said Don Wolford,
a 50-year-old OOIDA senior
member from Greencastle, Pa. “I
spend a lot of my time running
east of the Mississippi … the
Interstate 81 corridor in Virginia.
I dread driving it, because I just
don’t know where I’m going to be
able to park. I typically run later in
the evening, so by that time there’s
usually no place left.”

Angela Surette, a 45-year-old
OOIDA senior member from
Hammond, La., also said she
wants the decision makers to
acknowledge the desperate need
for safe parking.
“I would talk to them about
parking,” said Surette, who works
as a team driver with Darmetko.
“They have closed parking areas
and rest areas all over the country.
Many of the truck stops have now
started charging to park, which is
making matters even worse. In the
last few years, parking has become
a huge problem.”
The strict nature of the hours of
service, along with the looming
mandate for ELDs, further
complicates the parking issue.
Some drivers referenced how
the hours of service cause many
drivers to need parking at the
same time. Others mentioned that

Photo by Mark Schremmer

We the Truckers

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix, AZ*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $8 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 9510, Wichita, KS 67277
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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one miscalculation in planning
could force a driver to run out of
hours before reaching his or her
destination, forcing the trucker to
park in an unsafe location like the
shoulder of the highway.

Operating a heavy-duty
truck safely is a skill

© frank11 - Fotolia.com

Russell Short, a 56-year-old
OOIDA life member from Brook
Park, Ohio, has been an owneroperator for more than 30 years.
And he knows exactly what he

would tell his lawmaker if given
the opportunity.
“The main thing, which I think
would carry over and help fix so
many of the other problems in
the industry, is getting people to
understand that driving a truck is
a skilled profession,” Short said.
“It’s obvious that they don’t see
it as a skill when they call it a
commercial driver’s license instead
of a professional driver’s license. I
think the perception of many of the
decision makers is that there is no
skill involved.”
Short said he believes a simple
change in perception could fix
many of the problems currently
facing the industry, including
insufficient pay, retention of quality
drivers, inconsiderate treatment
from shippers and receivers, and
the need for safe parking.
“Not thinking it’s a skill is what
drives the lack of quality wages,”
Short said. “If the industry started

to treat us as professionals, the
wages would probably go up. We’d
be treated better by the shippers
and receivers. Right now, truck
drivers are treated as second-class
citizens.”
Short also said that the lack of
respect for drivers can be shown
in that there are no commercial
driver’s license holders in a highup position with the FMCSA,
while pilots often occupy key
positions in the Federal Aviation
Administration.
“If we treated it as a skilled
trade, so many other things would
change,” Short said. “Right now,
the big companies don’t care who
they put behind the wheel. A lot
of companies would put a gorilla
in the driver’s seat and pay him
in bananas if they could get away
with it.”
Glenn Thompson, a 44-yearold owner-operator from
Huffman, Texas, said he would
tell lawmakers and the new
administration to get rid of
NAFTA.
“It’s killing the industry,” said
Thompson, a disabled veteran
of the U.S. Navy, and a trucker
since the early 2000s. “One of
the worst things that happened to
trucking and the U.S. economy
as a whole was NAFTA. … If
you come to this country, how are
these guys able to drive subpar
equipment over here, come in and
make money. But us Americans,
every time I drive five miles I get
stopped and inspected?”
Del Sanchez said a lack of pay is
the No. 1 issue.
“For some reason, companies
have been able to set the wages
wherever they want,” he said. “The
pay is the same as it was 20 years
ago. But the cost of mechanics and
service to your truck has tripled.
With the amount of hours we have
to put in to get the job done, some
Continued on Page 56
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Home of Filters that Really Work

ANT
OU W
DO Y
ENGINE TO LAST?
YOUR

Lloyd Miller of Mound Ridge, KS, has now
run 2 million miles with no overhaul and
the original rod and main bearings.
How? Running the Gulf Coast
Bypass Oil Filter/Oil Cooler
with their exclusive
Model E-1 replacement
filters and the Gulf Coast
Filter Oil Analysis
Program. This is
the only Bypass
Oil Filter/Cooler to
be independently
tested and proven
to remove particles
below one micron.

Listen to Jerry
Sims and Mark
Reddig talk oil
analysis and
bypass oil
filters on
Landline Now,
SIRIUSXM
Channel 146

At Gulf Coast Bypass Oil Filters,
we are making legends,
one clean engine at a time.

866-SAVE-LUBE
www.gulfcoastfilters.com
Circle No. 165 on Response Card
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drivers aren’t even making minimum wage. Some
aren’t even making what a waitress makes with tips.”
Thompson echoed Sanchez’s concerns about wages.
“We’re running freight for pennies on the dollar,
and I can’t afford to keep up,” he said.
Sanchez said that the lack of pay leads to safety
concerns as unskilled drivers are filling the spots
vacated by experienced truckers.
“Some of these companies just want a warm body
in the truck,” he said. “A lot of new drivers on the
road haven’t been taught how to drive on the ice.
Companies that are willing to put drivers like this on
the road and put public safety at risk should be held
accountable.”
OOIDA has long pushed for making behind-thewheel training a requirement before someone can
obtain a CDL. While the FMCSA moved forward
with the first driver training regulation in December
2016, it did not include any set time behind the
wheel.
Sheila Fortunato, a 54-year-old OOIDA senior
member from Grand Prairie, Texas, said the lack of
training is evident on the highways and at truck stop
parking lots.
“The way they’re training people, what a
nightmare,” Fortunato said. “I noticed a newbie trying
to back into a space for an hour-and-a-half. Someone
who can’t perform the most basic of tasks should not
have been cleared for a CDL.”

12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499
(&03(&508/ ,:t
I-75, Exit 129 East, next to Pilot Travel Center

&-0: ";t
I-10, Exit 200, across from Love’s Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com

There is an overarching message woven throughout
the issues and positions that lawmakers cannot ignore:
Laws and regulations directly affect the men and
women behind
the wheel. The
points these
professional
truck drivers
make is that
until there
is a deeper
understanding
of the life
and demands
of being a
truck driver,
there will likely be a downside. Legislating and
regulating cannot not be done in a vacuum fueled by
raw statistics with dollars and cents as the measuring
stick. LL
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SPOTLIGHT

OOIDA scholarship winners:

Where are they now?
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

W

hen Nate Boring learned that he was a recipient
of the OOIDA Mary Johnston Scholarship in 2007,
it was a joyous occasion.
“I got the letter on the day of my senior prom,” Boring
said. “I was in my tux and everything. It was $8,000 that
I wouldn’t have to worry
about.”
Boring, a son of OOIDA
Senior Member James
Boring, put the scholarship
to good use. He earned
degrees in political science
and sociology from
Penn State University in
December 2011. After
graduating from Penn
State, he earned his law
degree from Duquesne
University in May 2015.
Nate Boring
The Pennsylvania native
passed his bar exam in July 2015 and started working for
the Dodaro, Matta and Cambest Law Firm in Pittsburgh
last year.
Boring’s success story is not uncommon. The OOIDA
scholarship was established in 1998. Since that time, 85
students have received $295,834 in scholarship awards.
Each year, the OOIDA Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund awards one $2,000 scholarship and four $1,000
scholarships. The students, who must be children,
grandchildren or legal dependents of OOIDA members,
are selected in a blind evaluation conducted by the
Scholarship Advisory Committee.
The students have flourished as the average grade-point
average for the scholarship recipients is 3.44.
“Getting the OOIDA scholarship was huge,” Boring
said. “It was definitely the biggest scholarship I received.
Funding my undergraduate career was my biggest
challenge.”
Now, Boring is applying his years of schooling.
“It’s nice to get a steady paycheck for the first time in
27 years,” he said.
The application deadline for the annual OOIDA
scholarship is Feb. 1 each year. Applications for the 2017
awards are under consideration now. Students are asked to
submit a 500-word essay and a transcript from high school
or an institution of higher learning.
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Scholarship awards are transferred directly to the
student’s selected institution and can be renewed for a
total of four years. The funds can be used for tuition or
any legitimate school-related expenses.

Trevor Layh
A systems engineer at General Dynamics Mission Systems
in Bloomington, Minn., Layh gives his father much of the
credit for where he is today.
A longtime truck driver, OOIDA Senior Member
Glenn Layh passed on to his son a strong work ethic, a
passion for learning how things work, and the opportunity
for Trevor to earn a
scholarship.
Trevor Layh, a native
of Winner, S.D., was the
2009 first-place winner
of the OOIDA Mary
Johnston Scholarship. The
$2,000 Trevor received
each year helped him earn
a bachelor’s degree in
mechanical engineering
from South Dakota State
University. He went on to
Trevor Layh
obtain a master’s degree
in aerospace, aeronautical and space engineering from the
University of Minnesota, and he began working at General
Dynamics Mission Systems in November 2014.
“My dad’s membership with OOIDA obviously gave me
the outlet to get the money,” Trevor said. “I had to finish
atop the applicants, but my dad’s job and membership
got my foot in the door. I got a few scholarships, but the
OOIDA one kind of stands out because of the uniqueness
of it.”
Trevor said his father introduced him to mechanics by
letting him help with repairs to the truck.
“I knew I was going to school for engineering, but I
decided to make mechanical my focus,” he said. “That
probably had a direct link back to me growing up around
the truck and helping my dad out.”
Trevor said his father also taught him a great work ethic.
“It set the tone not that you’re necessarily expected to
work all the time, but you need to work in order to live
and you try not to depend on others as much as possible,”
Trevor said. “You try to be as independent as possible.”
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85 students have received more than
$295,000 in funds since the OOIDA
Mary Johnston Scholarship was
established in 1998.
Ashley Bugbee
For Bugbee, the best part of earning a $1,000 scholarship
from the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
may have been that it took some of the pressure off her
parents.
“It was very exciting to earn a scholarship,” Bugbee said.
“I have two parents who have worked very hard. It was a
relief that there was a little
assistance out there. The
scholarship meant that
they knew they wouldn’t
have to help as much, and
there wasn’t as much of
a need to take out student
loans. It’s always helpful
to have a little assistance.”
Bugbee, who was one
of five winners of the
OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarship in 2006, now
serves as an operations
officer at BTC Bank in
Ashley Bugbee
Bethany, Mo. She is the
daughter of OOIDA Senior Member Stuart Bugbee.
Bugbee used the scholarship to help her earn a bachelor’s
degree from Northwest Missouri State University
in Maryville, Mo. While her majors of biology and
psychology don’t directly apply to her job at BTC Bank,
she said receiving a college education was more than
worth it.
“I tell people that I’m putting my education to use,
but just not how I thought I would,” she said. “Going to
college definitely helped me grow as a person. You go from
living with your family to being on your own. You learn a
lot about life, and many of the classes I took weren’t for
biology or psychology.”
Bugbee has worked her way up the ladder at BTC Bank.
She started working at the bank after she graduated from
high school and has worked as a teller, bookkeeper, and IT
specialist before being promoted to operations officer.
Bugbee said both of her parents taught her the importance
of work ethic.
“I learned that you have to work hard for whatever you
want in life,” she said. LL
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The OOIDA-Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

OOIDA, its board of directors and its
members thank

for its generous commitment of $10,000
to the OOIDA-Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund for 2016/2017.
OOIDA is grateful for Shell’s partnership
with OOIDA in this important member
program.

Scott Jasek
2016/2017 First place
scholarship winner

800-444-5791
www.ooidafoundation.org
Other Major Benefactors

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
LAND LINE 59
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First-timers
guide to MATS
Fresh off my first year of attending
the Mid-America Trucking Show,
here’s my guide for newbies.
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Bring comfortable shoes
,I\RXSODQWRVHHHYHU\WKLQJWKDW0$76KDVWRRIIHU
WKHQ\RX¶UHJRLQJWREHGRLQJVRPHZDONLQJ6R\RX
EHWWHUZHDUVKRHVWKDWDUHXSWRWKHFKDOOHQJH$QGLI
\RX¶UHJRLQJWRDWWHQGWKHVKRZPXOWLSOHGD\VWKHQ,
UHFRPPHQGEULQJLQJPXOWLSOHSDLUVRIVKRHV7UXVWPH
RQWKLVRQH,TXHVWLRQHGWKHQHHGIRUWKLVZKHQ
VHYHUDOLand Line VWDIIHUVWROGPHWRGR
VREXW,ZDVJODGWKDW,OLVWHQHG
WRWKHP7KLV\HDU,SODQ
WRXVHP\VPDUWSKRQHWR
WUDFNKRZPDQ\PLOHV,
ZDONGXULQJWKHGD\VRI
WKHVKRZ

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

I

QWKHPRQWKVOHDGLQJXSWRP\¿UVWWULSWRWKH0LG
$PHULFD7UXFNLQJ6KRZLQ,ZDVWROGPDQ\
VWRULHVDERXWWKHVKHHUVL]HRIWKHDQQXDOHYHQWLQ
/RXLVYLOOH.\
%XWVHHLQJLVEHOLHYLQJ
,SURPLVH\RXWKDWQRQHRIWKHDWWHPSWVDWGHVFULELQJ
WKHPDVVLYHQHVVHYHQFRPSDUHGWRZKDWLWZDVOLNHZKHQ
,H[SHULHQFHGLWIRUP\VHOI
/DVW\HDUDOPRVWSHRSOHWUDYHOHGWRWKH
PLOOLRQVTXDUHIHHWRIVSDFHDWWKH.HQWXFN\
([SRVLWLRQ&HQWHUWROHDUQDERXWWKHODWHVWLQWUXFNLQJ
IURPPRUHWKDQH[KLELWRUV
)URPZKDW,¶PWROGWKLV
\HDUVKRXOGEHHYHQELJJHU
6HHLQJHYHU\WKLQJZLOO
QRWEHDQHDV\WDVN
+RZHYHULWFDQEH
Look for us at Booth No. 11128
DFFRPSOLVKHGLI\RX
in the North Wing and at Booth
IROORZDIHZWLSV
No. 65229 in the West Wing. Jon
)UHVKRIIP\¿UVW
Osburn and the Spirit truck will be
\HDURIDWWHQGLQJ
parked in Lot J by the PKY Truck
Beauty Championship.
0$76KHUH¶VP\¿UVW
WLPHU¶VJXLGHIRUQHZELHV

Where will
OOIDA be?
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%HIRUH\RXEHJLQ\RXUWUHNWKURXJKPRUHWKDQPLOOLRQ
VTXDUHIHHWRIH[KLELWLRQVSDFHGRDOLWWOHUHVHDUFK*UDE
DPDSZLWK
WKHÀRRU
plan that
LQFOXGHV
ZKHUH
HYHU\WKLQJZLOOEHORFDWHG
([KLELWVZLOOEHGLYLGHG
DPRQJWKH1RUWK:LQJ(DVW
+DOO6RXWK:LQJ/REE\
$UHDV:HVW:LQJ3DYLOLRQ
DQG2XWGRRU$UHDV%ULQJWKH
PDSZLWK\RXWRPDNHVXUH
\RX¶UHDEOHWRFKHFNRXWDOORIWKHH[KLELWVRILQWHUHVWLQ
HDFKVHFWLRQ<RXVKRXOGDOVRORRNDWDSURJUDPWR
PDNHVXUH\RXDUHDYDLODEOHIRUDOORIWKHHYHQWV\RX¶G
OLNHWRDWWHQG

Be ready to learn
7KHUHLVQ¶WJRLQJWREHDVKRUWDJHRILQIRUPDWLRQWR
VRDNXSDW0$767KHUHZLOOEHSOHQW\RIQHZSURGXFWV
JDGJHWVDQGWHFKQRORJLHVLQWURGXFHG,QDGGLWLRQ0$76
RIIHUVQXPHURXV
VHPLQDUVWKDWFDQ
SURYLGHYDOXDEOH
LQIRUPDWLRQIRU

SEMINARS
TODAY

Continued on Page 62
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Have a plan

KEC, KFC? It’s all Kentucky but don’t
get confused. The Mid-America
Trucking Show is held at the Kentucky
Exposition Center (KEC) in Louisville,
Ky. When you hear KEC, it has nothing
to do with The Colonel. If you’re
preparing to attend MATS this year at
the KEC, get chicken off your mind
and start thinking about parking.
For more than four decades, MATS
has grown to become the largest
annual heavy-duty trucking industry
event in the world. If you’re new to
the event, you may be worried that
parking will be an issue. But as show
management will tell you, “we’ve got
this.”
Plenty of parking is available at KEC,
and additional tractor-trailer parking is
available for no cost at Papa John’s
Cardinal Stadium.
Passenger vehicles will be charged
$8 per day, tractor-trailers will be
charged $30 per day, and spots

parking

with hook-ups will cost $50 per day
and must be reserved. If you have
questions regarding rates or would like
to reserve a spot with hook-ups, you
can contact KEC at 502-367-5384.
You must park in designated areas
only. Follow the direction of parking
attendants and officers. Do not block
fire lanes or leave unloading vehicles
unattended. Pay close attention
to barriers and signage. Weather
conditions can affect parking on grass
and unpaved lots. Take precautions
when parking in these areas. The
Mid-America Trucking Show and the
Kentucky Exposition Center will not
be responsible for reimbursement of
towing charges.
Free tractor-trailer parking will be
available at Papa John’s Cardinal
Stadium, courtesy of Exhibit
Management Associates. Truckers
must enter through Gate D at the
stadium. For GPS, the address of the

Photo by John Bendel

High on your MATS prep list:

Lot D entrance is 4146 Park Blvd.,
Louisville, KY 40209.
The lot will be accessible from
Wednesday, March 22, beginning
at 7:30 a.m. through Saturday,
March 25, at 6 p.m. According to
show management, there are 3,000
passenger vehicle-sized spots
available on a first-come, first-serve
basis. Tractors-trailers can park at no
cost during that time frame.
There will also be a free shuttle
service to transport truckers and other
patrons to and from the Kentucky Expo
Center. LL
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trucking professionals. All of the seminars take place in
South Wing Conference Room B-104. The seminars are
free, and do not require advanced registration.

Enjoy the beauty
Be sure to get out to Lot J to
feast your eyes on dozens of
the coolest trucks around. The
annual Paul K. Young Truck
Beauty Championship will have
a little bit of everything to offer
trucking enthusiasts. There will be trucks that entertain,
dazzle, educate and inspire. To fully appreciate the beauty,
you need to see them once in the daylight and once at
night. The awards presentation will be at 10 a.m. Saturday,
March 25, in the South Wing Conference Rooms.

Circle No. 237 on Response Card

Have some fun
One of the featured attractions each year at MATS is a
concert on Friday night. Tickets are free and typically
distributed by the sponsoring exhibitor. They are made
available on Thursday and Friday morning from the
exhibitor’s booth. Supplies are limited, so get them
while you can. In addition to the annual concert, it’s not
uncommon to run into a celebrity of the trucking industry,
music or reality television while walking around the show.
Last year, the members of the Kentucky Headhunters and
stars of such shows as “Gold Rush” and “Deadliest Catch”
were around to take photos and sign autographs.

Visit old friends and
make new ones
0$76LVDWHUUL¿FRSSRUWXQLW\IRUWKRVHZKRORYHWUXFNLQJ
to come together once a year. Many families and groups
of friends make this an annual destination. So bring some
lawn chairs, dust off those old trucking stories, and enjoy a
weekend of camaraderie. LL
Circle No. 41 on Response Card
62 LAND LINE

MARCH/APRIL 2017

Photo by Sandi Soendker

Who’s your papa?
The camaraderie promises to be
nonstop as usual at the Mid-America
Trucking Show March 23-25. When
truckers are not congregating at the
Kentucky Expo Center, plenty of them
hang out at Papa John’s Cardinal
Stadium parking lot.
Exhibit Management Associates,
producers of MATS, have a contract
with the nearby University of Louisville
for trucker guests to use the parking lot
at the stadium at no cost. During MATS
week, for hundreds of drivers the place
is base camp.
Because of the organization
happening early in show week at the
parking lot, Wednesday, March 22, is
the best day for your arrival. All trucks
must enter and exit through Gate D, as
it is the only gate wide enough for Class
8 trucks.
There are a few hard rules. No
vendors are allowed to actively sell
anything on the lot, but plenty of

incredible food and hot coffee are
served up free by volunteers who set up
“mess halls” and little cafes everywhere.
Donations are appreciated.
No activities are scheduled at Papa

There’s never a shortage of good food.

John’s until the show at the Expo Center
wraps up for the day, but the after-show
hours offer entertainment and more.
The Mid-America Trucking Show closes

at 6 p.m.
Thursday
and Friday
and at 4
p.m. on
Saturday.
Shuttle buses to and from the
Kentucky Exposition Center are also
provided for anyone parking at Papa
John’s thanks to TravelCenters of
America. They are once again official
sponsors of the lot and will have a
shower trailer on-site.
Show management expects that all
attendees will clean up after themselves.
There will be security and parking
attendants in the lot to ensure that
vehicles are parked efficiently, to ensure
that the correct entrance and exit is
used, and to ensure that the shuttle bus
can get in and out to deliver attendees
to the show. Shuttle service starts one
hour before the show and runs one
hour after the show each day. LL

The Best Mattress For The Long Haul
Finally, get the rest you deserve on the road.

Truckers across the USA are sleeping like babies
on The Big Rig Mattress. Designed by a driver for
drivers, it’s the most durable, comfortable truck
mattress offered in the market today. Its pocketed
spring core technology provides spinal alignment
and reduces pressure points.

Visit us at
MATS, booth
#67072-1

The One. The Only. THE Big Rig Mattress.

Order Factory Direct at TheBigRigMattress.com
or call 1-877-736-4233
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JOURNEYS

more

memories
Truckers reflect on the legend
of Monfort Transportation
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Editor’s note: An article written by
Land Line Copy Editor Elizabeth
Andersen in the November 2016 issue
about Monfort Transportation led many
readers to respond with their memories
of the “Monfort Lane.” Some of those
responses are published below.
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to live on decades after the
meatpacking and distributing
company was bought out by
ConAgra.
Founded by Warren H. Monfort
in 1930, the company’s feedlot in
Greeley, Colo., eventually grew into
one of the largest in the nation. The
Monfort trucks were notorious for
their ability to make quick turns
on loads from Colorado to New
York. Equipped with high-powered
engines, the Monfort trucks were
known for owning the passing lane.
Monfort’s drivers ran as teams in
order to make the turn as fast as
possible.
There are so many stories out
there about Monfort that it’s difficult
to determine which percentage is

truth and which is legend. Many
drivers on online forums claim that
the Monfort trucks ran over 90 mph.
Others say that the company gave its
drivers money for speeding tickets
in advance with the goal of making
two turns a week between Greeley
and New York City. Additional
folklore says Monfort’s trucks
received so many speeding tickets
in Ohio and Iowa that they were
banned from driving in those states.
“They were orange and white,
and they owned the highway,” said
Harper, a longtime owner-operator.
“It’s as simple as that. If you saw
one of them coming, you got out of
his way. There were no trucks on the
highway that could compete with
them.”
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ometime in the 1970s,
OOIDA Senior Member
Garfield Harper Jr. recalls
driving through Pennsylvania during
a bad snowstorm. The 69-year-old
Westampton, N.J., resident said the
snow was coming down so hard that
visibility was an issue.
“I had my CB radio on, so that I
could hear what was happening,”
Harper said. “Then someone came
on the CB saying that a Monfort
of Colorado truck was coming
eastbound. I looked in my mirror,
but it was so bad I couldn’t see any
running lights behind me. Then I
must have looked off for a second
or two. When I looked back, the
Monfort truck was sitting right next
to me. I’ll never forget that until the
day I die. He came out of nowhere
in that snowstorm.”
Seconds later, the Monfort truck
vanished into the snow and the
night.
Stories like this have allowed the
legend of Monfort Transportation

“All of the truckers
respected them.
There was a
mystique about
Monfort.”
– OOIDA Senior Member
Garfield Harper Jr.

Fred Falls, an OOIDA life
member from Mansfield, Ohio, said
he recalls driving through Nebraska
on Interstate 80 at about 75 mph
when a trio of Monfort trucks
sprinted toward a passenger vehicle
that was occupying the passing
lane. According to Falls, the driver
of the car got the message quickly
and moved into the right-hand lane.
Soon after, all three of the Monfort
trucks left Falls’ Kenworth and the
car in the dust.
Falls said he then got on the CB
and said, “Monfort, I think you
scared that four-wheeler.” Falls
said the Monfort driver responded,
“Yeah, but my cowboy boot is back
on the floor with my pedal under
it.”
According to Harper, the
trucks were equipped with 1693
Caterpillar engines.
“Back then, it was the premier
truck engine that you could buy,”
he said. “That’s what Monfort of
Colorado ran. They didn’t start
putting 3406 Cats in them until
the late ’70s or early ’80s. You
never saw anything like them.
They used to go across Route 80 in
Pennsylvania all the time. They’d
run up a mountain with a load like
they were going up the mountain
empty.”

Harper also said that the drivers
and mechanics were tight-lipped
about how they were able to get the
Monfort trucks to run so fast.
“Monfort was a mystery that no
one could understand,” he said.
“They were all very secretive about
what they did to make their trucks
run like that. You couldn’t find
out anything about those trucks,
because they wouldn’t tell you.”
While the legend of Monfort has
been passed on for years, many of
the details remain up for debate.
Robert Ward, an OOIDA life
member from Davenport, Iowa,
said 98 percent of the engines
used by Monfort were made by
Cummins, which is where Ward
said he worked for 22 years.
Ward also cited a book written
by David A. Bontrager that said the
company didn’t pay for the drivers’
speeding tickets and referenced a
driver who claimed to pay $1,258
in speeding tickets for one year.
While much of the information
surrounding Monfort is debated, a
couple of things remain clear. The
drivers for Monfort Transportation
were admired by their peers, and
the stories of the fleet provide a
sense of nostalgia for the drivers of
the 1970s.
“All of the truckers respected
them,” Harper said. “There was a
mystique about Monfort.” LL

Circle No. 129 on Response Card
MARCH/APRIL 2017

LAND LINE 65

MATSBUZZ

How to spot human trafficking

Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
NEW!
Available
YearRound!

OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
Circle No. 25 on Response Card
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On the seminar schedule for the
Mid-America Trucking Show
March 23-25 in Louisville is a
free training session that needs
to be on the to-do list for all
attendees. As the eyes and
ears of the nation’s roadways,
Truckers Against Trafficking will
offer training that teaches truckers
how they “can help put a dent in domestic sex
trafficking and bring kids home.”
TAT, in conjunction with the Kentucky Trucking
Association, is offering drivers the opportunity to
get human trafficking awareness training and
certification on Friday, March 24, at 3-4 p.m. and at
12:30-1:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 25 in the South
Wing Room B-104.
During these sessions, TAT will talk about how
truckers can help in the movement to combat human
trafficking. To be certified, you’ll watch a short video
and supply a little information, at no cost. Visit
TruckersAgainstTrafficking.org to learn more or stop
by the Kentucky Trucking Association Booth No.
40680 at the show. LL

About per diem and the IRS
Here’s your chance to hear from, and talk to a per
diem expert. Per Diem Plus will
host a seminar at 1:45 p.m. to
2:45 p.m., Friday, March 24, at
MATS in Louisville. The topic:
IRS, Per Diem and Tax Expenses
– with Donna and Mark Sullivan
from Per Diem Plus LLC.
The Sullivans plan to provide a straight-talk
explanation of the ins and outs of trucker per diem,
including IRS substantiation requirements, key terms
and definitions and relevant court cases.
“We’ll also include case studies to help drivers
understand which per diem method benefits a driver
most,” Donna Sullivan told Land Line. “Mark and I will
draw on our experience as former IRS Agents and
private practice taxpayer advocates to relay some war
stories that we hope will entertain and educate the
audience.”
The seminar will take place in Room B-104 in the
South Wing Lobby. LL

All are free-of-charge and do not require
advanced registration. The seminar room,
South Wing B-104, is sponsored by
Truckstop.com. For a list of the seminars,
go to truckingshow.com/seminars.
MARCH/APRIL 2017

OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through
May, 2018.

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2018.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
-

'%$# &$,($'# #)%#%! +$"&&"(%%
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.

- #)%includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
-%% &# !'"'&#%"' +$"&&"
non-occupational accidents.
-*"%#$%'#%&"%)%&*  &#''$%#''#"#
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
MARCH/APRIL 2017
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SHOOTIN’ THE BREEZE

Trucker’s next journey
is with his feet

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

O

OIDA Member Jered Stern felt
it was time for a vacation.
Serving as a truck driver for the
past 17 years, Stern said he is on
pace to log 2.6 million miles by
April.
However, the 44-year-old
trucker from South Jordan, Utah,
who hauls produce for Giltner
Trucking in Jerome, Idaho, didn’t
want his vacation to be used for
idle time at a beach or resort.
“Please don’t send me
somewhere that I’m not moving,”
Stern said. “I want to be active.
Ideally, I want to do something
that’s in pursuit of an end-goal.”
That desire led Stern to pick
a vacation that many people
wouldn’t consider a “vacation” at
all.
Beginning in April, Stern is

68 LAND LINE

set to begin a 2,650-mile hike
on the Pacific Crest Trail. He is
scheduled to leave Campo, Calif.,
on April 8 and hopes to reach
Manning Park, B.C., on Sept.
21, which will be Stern’s 45th
birthday.
“I learned about this by listening
to a radio interview with Cheryl
Strayed, who wrote the book
Wild,” Stern said. “I didn’t realize
the country had these long trails
where you can just go and be on a
trail for months on end. The idea
just appealed to me. So I started
looking into it. The more I looked
into it, the more I thought that I
needed to do this.
“I’ve been a very active truck
driver for almost 18 years. I’ve
worked very hard for a long time.
That’s part of the reason getting
out and walking 2,600 miles is so
appealing to me. I’ve been driving

through it so hard for so long, I
think I want to slow it down and
walk some.”
But before Stern could
realistically attempt such a
physically grueling task, he
needed to get himself back in
shape. Life on the road had helped
lead to Stern weighing as much
as 251 pounds. Last April, he
began using the My Fitness Pal
application on his smartphone to
help track his daily calorie intake.
Stern said the dieting helped him
lose enough weight to where he
felt like he could begin an exercise
program.
“I started going to the gym
every time I was in town,” he
said. “I put my backpack on fully
loaded. I put a couple of gallons
of water in there on top of the gear
to simulate the weight, which I
figured would be about 35 pounds.
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Submitted photo

OOIDA member Jered Stern
plans trek on Pacific Crest Trail

Stern plans to hike
2,600 miles through
the mountains from
California to Canada.

I’d hit the incline treadmill. That
worked real well. In the truck, I have
a stair stepper that I use when I can’t
get to the gym. I have dumbbells, a
medicine ball, and a kettlebell weight
for squats in the truck. It’s all about
getting the body ready for action
again.”
Stern said he’s lost about 40
pounds and has worked to avoid the
temptations of consuming a poor diet
on the road.
“It’s really not difficult to stay in
shape while on the road if you’re
focused in on staying in shape,” he
said. “You just do it. It’s part of your
routine. You know the foods you can
eat, and you just eat those. When you
have the urge for the Snickers bar, you
just have to say no. But the gist of it is
that it’s real easy to go the other way
while on the road.
“If you’re not focused on it, you’re
just going to grab whatever’s right in
front of your face because it’s fast. You
don’t want to spend an extra minute
in the fuel lane. You just want to grab
something and go. Before you know it,
you’re 40 pounds overweight. Being
overweight sucks, but, boy, is it easy
out here,” he said.
If all goes as planned, Stern said this
will be his first birthday in years that
he’s done something to celebrate.
“I’ve usually worked on my
birthday,” he said. “I’ll probably have a
beer in my backpack and crack it open
when I’m finished. It will be a nice
reward on my birthday.” LL
Circle No. 225 on Response Card
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GIZMOS & GEARS

Don’t hack my

V2V

By John Bendel,
contributing editor-at-large

T

he future is on its way and will
be here shortly. And, boy, are
we gonna be safe. Or maybe

not.
The technology folks tell us trucks
and cars will soon be talking with
each other as well as to traffic lights
and stop signs.
What will they be saying?
If all goes according to plan, they’ll
be saying things like: Excuse me, but
may I merge here? Of course you
may! Ah, Mr. Stop Sign, so good
to hear from you! No, after you,
ma’am!
What if things don’t go as planned?
Then those wireless conversations
may include commands and
misinformation from criminals or
70 LAND LINE

terrorists who want to hold your car
for ransom, rob the toll authorities, or
maybe just kill you and everyone on
the road around you.
Either way, the future is still on its
way.
In December, the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration proposed requiring
all cars and light trucks (but no big
trucks; see article Page 71) to be
equipped with electronic devices
that will enable that exchange of
information in real time. It’s called
Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V) and
Vehicle-to-Infrastructure (V2I)
communication.
You or your autonomous vehicle
will know there’s a traffic light up
ahead and what color it will be. You
will know there’s a stop sign ahead.
You will know traffic is backed up

just over the hill so you won’t rearend someone while trying to stop.
You will know someone is about
to barrel through the intersection
you’re heading into. According to its
boosters, V2V and V2I will prevent
crashes. Not only that, but they’ll
keep traffic moving at a steady,
efficient pace.
However, not everyone is
convinced these technologies are as
safe as they need to be. Take Certified
Information Systems Security
Professional Andrew Strutt.
“There’s always going to be risk
and vulnerability. You can’t ever just
completely get rid of it all,” Strutt
said.
Strutt is a network security engineer
with Spirent Federal, a security
company that does business with the
federal government, particularly the
military. “And one area we have
focused on is the trucking industry.
They’re the most likely to run the
first automated, widely deployed
vehicles,” Strutt said.
“Not that we want to eliminate

© chombosan - Fotolia.com

The more vehicles communicate with each
other and the infrastructure, the more the threat,
and the potential damage, of hacking grows
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drivers,” he added.
Strutt explained the information that
flows between vehicles can be subject to
hacking. A hacker could use the system
protocols to inject messages. “For example,
hackers could use the emergency alert
system codes and messages to cause
accidents and traffic delays,” he said.
Some V2V hackers might be crooks
looking for money. The simplest target for
them, Strutt said, would be toll authorities,
which use the same technology as V2V for
automated toll collection. “A hacker could
fake a message so the toll is charged to
someone else’s account or not charged at
all,” according to Strutt.
Then there’s the threat of ransomware.
“Why wouldn’t (hackers) be able to
go through V2V to exploit the onboard
computer of the vehicle to insert
ransomware? You would not be able to start
or drive your car unless you pay the fee. I
haven’t done the research to see if they’ve
actually firewalled off those communication
Continued on Page 72
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Trucks and V2V
By John Bendel,
contributing editor-at-large

According to NHTSA, big trucks are
not included in its proposed rule
requiring V2V hardware in cars and
light trucks. The agency explains
more research is necessary before
heavy trucks can be included in a
mandate.
But major truck makers aren’t
waiting.
“Daimler Trucks North America
cannot comment on the future plans
of NHTSA, but does recognize
additional safety benefits can
be gained by equipping heavy
trucks with V2V communications.
Daimler is actively researching
V2V applications within both the
passenger car and company
divisions to improve both safety and
fuel efficiency,” said Daimler North
America spokesperson David Giroux
in an email.

As to security threats, Giroux
said, “As with any new device,
we consider the impact to vehicle
security. We will analyze the device
in terms of 1) ease of intrusion, 2)
how widespread an attack could
be, and then 3) the severity of the
attack. We will have plans to make
sure these areas are minimized.”
In an email, Brandon Borgna
with Volvo Trucks North America
said: “Safety and security are the
utmost priority with any connected
vehicle technology we’re exploring
or have already introduced to the
market. Volvo Trucks is involved
globally in V2V work, which we’ve
demonstrated through vehicle
platooning. We’re also involved in
V2I work, including a collaborative
project that involved the United
States Department of Transportation
and the Crash Avoidance Metrics
Partnership.” LL
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“There are risks to human lives, but also to the economy – to
cause traffic to slow vehicles down, to send trucks to the wrong
destinations. These things will waste money and time. Those
are things they’ll go after and use against us.”

From Page 71

networks within the onboard
computers, but my confidence
is very low that they’ve done it
correctly. So there is probably
vulnerability using V2V to exploit
onboard computers,” Strutt said.
Strutt believes exploits by a
hostile power could come in a form
other than murderous terrorism.
“There are risks to human
lives, but also to the economy –
to cause traffic to slow vehicles
down, to send trucks to the wrong

destinations. These things will
waste money and time. Those are
things they’ll go after and use
against us,” Strutt said.
Hackers could use V2V to cause
massive traffic jams, he explained,
perhaps in a particular area at a
given time. Hackers could tie up a
city or cause chaos at a major event.
And those hackers could have
help from down the supply chain.
“A lot of integrated circuits,
micro-controllers, and computers
come from other countries. Most
manufacturers don’t necessarily
quantify or secure their supply
chain of equipment and property.

So theoretically you could embed
a Trojan or embed a back door into
the onboard computers of vehicles
that could be exploited en masse,”
Strutt said.
“A vehicle can have dozens
of computer systems on board.
All those chips come from
manufacturers, mostly in China.
We should be able to quantify and
understand the risk inherent there.
We should be able to audit and
interrogate all the equipment that
gets on board a vehicle,” he said.
Here, Strutt cited Spirent’s
security work.
“We found numerous times that

© chombosan - Fotolia.com

– Certified Information Systems Security Professional Andrew Strutt
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cellphones are coming pre-exploited
with a Trojan or back door to let
Chinese manufacturers get into all the
phones they distributed to the United
States of America,” he said.
Manufacturers could do the same
with vehicle electronic components,
he noted.
With or without help from hardware
makers, hacking incidents are on the
rise. Literally thousands of companies
and government agency computer
systems have been broken into. We’re
talking about major players like Sony,
AT&T, JP Morgan Chase, Dow Jones,
Target, Home Depot, AOL, Uber,
the IRS, the U.S. military, and the
U.S. Federal Reserve, not to mention
Yahoo where hackers came away
with information on more than 1
billion users – data that was recently
sold on the dark internet to criminal
organizations.
In November, someone hacked
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into the San Francisco public transit
system, preventing fare payments.
The hacker demanded the Bitcoin
equivalent of $73,000 to unlock the
payment system. The ransom was not
paid. The following month in a more
ominous exploit, hackers took down
the power grid in the Ukraine.
These hacks did not involve
wireless communications like V2V
and V2I, but they demonstrate the
growing expertise of hackers.
What about an upside?
Well in San Francisco where the
transit authority could not collect
fares, they simply opened the gates,
and for a day or so everyone rode
for free. And in Seattle where a thief
made off with a BMW 500i, police
contacted BMW corporate, which
tracked the car and remotely locked
the doors with the thief inside.
Of course, there is the very real
potential of V2V and V2I technology

to do what it’s supposed to – save
lives and keeps traffic flowing.
“Advanced vehicle technologies
may well prove to be the silver bullet
in saving lives on our roadways,” said
NHTSA Administrator Mark Rosekind
in a NHTSA press release. “V2V
and automated vehicle technologies
each hold great potential to make our
roads safer, and when combined their
potential is untold.” LL

A trucker for 10 years
and trucking journalist
for more than 15 years,
John Bendel’s biggest
inspiration still comes
from his readers.
For his series in Land
Line, he wants to know
what kind of technology
has become part of your job. Love it, hate
it, how does it work for you? Email John at
John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
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New gadgets move us closer
to a world of ‘RoboTruckers’
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By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

G

adgets and other technological devices can be fun,
useful, and make our lives easier.
Having access to GPS can save time and reduce
stress when driving for the first time in an unfamiliar
area. Other smartphone applications can allow truck
drivers to stay better connected to family and friends
during another lonely night parked at a truck stop.
But where do you draw the line to decide whether
or not a gadget is helpful or a hindrance? When do we
reach the point that there are too many contraptions in
the truck, and when do those gadgets begin to deter a
responsible and experienced truck driver from doing
his or her job in a safe manner?

I can see it now. The RoboCop movie
franchise can easily transition to a reality
television series called “RoboTrucker.”
It seems to me that we may very well have reached
that point.
Mercedes recently announced it’s working on a vest
for professional drivers that would monitor their heart
rate and other vital signs. The idea is that the vest
would know if the driver was on the brink of a heart
attack and would stop the truck automatically.
Obviously, there are a ton of questions here. Do
we really trust the vest to be that accurate? What if a
driver has an irregular heartbeat but isn’t in immediate
danger? What if the truck is in the middle of a steep
climb in the mountains? What if the truck is going
through a busy intersection?
And who knows? Maybe they will make this device
foolproof. Maybe they can find an answer to all those
questions and find a way to help a driver in need.
But the problem is that the contraptions don’t end
there.
The 2017 Consumer Electronics Show featured a
pair of jeans from Spinali Design that will use GPS to
send a vibration on either your right or left hip to let
you know which direction you should go.
Last year, Land Line Contributing Editor-at-Large
John Bendel wrote about an Australian tech company
that developed a contraption to keep drivers alert.
The device uses a driver-facing camera to monitor
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a driver’s eyes. If the driver’s eyelids close or stop
looking at the road, the camera sends an alert to
a rumble box under the seat that, for all intents
and purposes, “gooses” the driver to get his or her
attention.
In addition to the heart attack vest, Mercedes is
working on a seat that would massage a driver’s back
to stimulate blood flow and relieve fatigue.
But I say why stop there? Why can’t we produce
boots for the right foot that “shock” the driver if he
or she applies too much or too little pressure on the
gas pedal? And how about some gloves that create a
small “burn” if the driver’s hands don’t remain in the
correct position on the steering wheel? While we’re at
it, can we get a helmet that tracks a driver’s thoughts,
and produces a “stinging” sensation if he or she begins
thinking about anything other than driving?
I can see it now. The “RoboCop” movie franchise
can easily transition to a reality television series called
“RoboTrucker.”
In all seriousness, there may be some drivers out
there who would love to get their hands on some of
these devices. And, if so, I say go for it.
But who else thinks we’re gradually moving toward
a world of “RoboTruckers”? LL
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Grandchild’s intuition helps OOIDA
member win truck from Landstar
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

OOIDA Senior Member Ralph Hall got a phone call in
January and learned he was one of five finalists randomly
chosen to win a new truck in Landstar System’s annual
BCO Appreciation Days. Landstar hosts the two-day
event each year to thank the independent owneroperators they call “business capacity owners.”
Ralph was told it would be a random drawing, and he’d

OOIDA Senior Member Ralph Hall recently won a new Peterbilt 579 in
a random drawing at Landstar appreciation event. (Photo courtesy of
Landstar System)

have to be at the Jacksonville, Fla., event in order to win.
He said, “I’ll be there.”
Ralph and his girlfriend, Carolyn, drove the 800 miles
from their home in Tiptonville, Tenn., to Jacksonville,
feeling lucky. Before they arrived, they spoke to their
family at home.
“My 5-year-old grandson, Trenton, told his mother he
saw Papa Ralph winning a big red truck,” says Ralph,
who adds that Trenton is a “very intuitive boy.”
When the couple got to the Appreciation Days event,
there were five cardboard boxes on a table, A, B, C and
so forth. Ralph said “call Trenton and ask him if he can
see which one of these boxes I need to draw from.”
Carolyn called and the boy said “B – definitely B.”
Two finalists had already drawn when it was Ralph’s
turn. Trusting the advice of a 5-year-old, he drew from box
B. To his shock, the 2017 Peterbilt 579 was his.
Neither Ralph nor his family had any idea what color
the truck would be, so it was an added surprise when the
giveaway truck turned out to be bright Pierce Red.
According to Landstar, there were 170,000 entries.
“I drove it home, and I’m still in disbelief. Nothing like
this has ever happened to me,” says Ralph, who is
getting the Pete road-ready and doing the necessary
paperwork this week.
Trenton is happy, too, and proud new owner of a Star
Wars bicycle that was just delivered – a gift from Papa
Ralph and Grandma Carolyn. LL
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Rock haulin’
in style

The repo had all the
right stuff. So they
made the purchase and
started to make it their
dream machine.
diversification and overall success.
Richie credits this to a strong family
work ethic; a commitment to run
clean, well-maintained equipment; and
keeping a good attitude no matter how
tough it gets.
This truck has an interesting story of
how it came to be.
Back in 1991, the Hays decided
they wanted to build a new transfer
type dump truck, so they went up to
Peterbilt in Redding, Calif., to order a
brand-new truck. Well, after pricing a
new one, Ted at the dealership called
and said he had a repo unit coming
76 LAND LINE

Transfer dump trucks like BedRock’s are typically seen only in western states.

back that had almost identical specs to
what Richie and his brother Bob were
looking for.
They wanted a 425-horsepower
Cat, an 18-speed transmission (which
was a bit rare in 1990), 44,000-pound
rear air trac suspension, and 4.11
rear axles. Bam! The repo had all the
right stuff. So they made the purchase
and started to make it their dream
machine.
They replaced the fenders, did some
work on the hood to correct damaged
panels, painted the truck in their shop,
shortened the frame to accommodate
the new bed, and fully polished all of
the aluminum – including the inner
and outer wheels along with the
backside of the battery and tool boxes.
Lastly they had their company name
painted on the doors, and accented
in authentic gold leaf, then took it up
to Redwood Reliance to get a new
trailer hitched up and a set of custom
designed transfer boxes installed.
The immaculate 379 has been a
project in motion throughout the
years, with the addition of 8-inch
pipes, a Pickett visor, seven cab lights,
13 grille bars, extra-long Hogebuilt

Custom machined billet aluminum steering
wheel with .44 magnum shells.

quarter fenders, “flipped” mirror
brackets, a high-performance Bell
turbocharger, big injector nozzles, and
some engine-timing tricks on the ol’
mechanical Caterpillar.
Other neat upgrades are custom
frame-mounted clearance lights,
one-off mud flap weights, and an
original Convoy Duck hood ornament.
Richie is an old school guy. So, there
are virtually no LEDs anywhere
on the truck or trailer, and all the
incandescent light bulbs are the extrabright, high candle-power type.
Moving to the interior, they fixed
it up with a Galaxy CB radio and
a “sweet 16” linear amp to get the
word out. 4 State Trucks got them a
steering wheel and park brake knobs
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Richie, Bob and their father Bill put
this impressive 1990 Peterbilt 379
transfer dump truck together more
than two decades ago, and it is just as
impressive today as it ever was.
The Peterbilt pictured here is
just one of several units in the
BedRock fleet. They move aggregate,
construction materials, cement, water,
heavy equipment and even cattle in
the Northern California area. It all
started in Point Arena, Calif. Founded
by Bill and Karen Hay in 1985, the
company has seen continual growth,

THE APUE

SUPERSTOR RY

FOR THE TRUCKING INDUST

www.boomerdiesel.com

Dynasys SL

The attention to every single detail is more than impressive on this Pete 379.

with genuine .44 Magnum shells
integrated into them. Team BedRock
also has plans to enhance the interior
even more this summer with a
Rockwood floor, door panels and
custom seats.
Richie and Bob are very proud to
have had the truck featured on the
1997 Shell SuperRigs calendar, as
well as many books and magazines
over the years. It was showcased at
the 75th Anniversary Peterbilt show
in Stockton, Calif., which was a lot
of fun.
Most recently, in 2015 they were
invited to participate in the Pride
& Class event held every year in
Denton, Texas, at the Peterbilt
factory. The entire Hay family
accompanied the truck there and
were honored to be a part of the
show.
True to his good-guy character,
Richie wants to send out a special
thanks to several folks who helped

make this Pete 379 a genuine work
of art and what I am calling one
of the cleanest and most detailed
working show trucks in the USA.
Thank You to Pickett Custom Trucks,
4 State Trucks-CSM, Rockwood
Products, Redwood Peterbilt, Brent’s
Custom Trucks, Pius Eberle, BK
Customs and the many others who
assisted in the transformation of this
“ol’ repo truck.”
Let me tell ya, the more I get to
know the folks at BedRock, the more
impressed I am with their vision,
integrity, commitment and timeless
style. Well done, Hays; I can’t wait
to see what’s next. LL

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo.
They have been entrenched in trucking for
three generations and have but one focus:
To serve America’s truckers and assist in
keeping them “looking good and rolling
proud” as they travel the highways.

More than
a fuel saver

4BGFUZt4UBCJMJUZt4BWJOHT
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.
Technical information www.airtab.com
To purchase 970-663-9075 or www.buyairtab.com
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Power for the Long Haul
2 Cyl. Caterpillar,
Liquid-Cooled
Diesel Engine
24,000 BTU’s
Cooling
8,000 BTU’s Heat
18” Wide
4600/2300 watt Inverter - Std
60 amp Alternator - Std
150 amp Alternator “Option” extra cost
Total weight 365 lbs.

Dynasys Gen 2
Power for the Long Haul
2 Cylinder,
Liquid-Cooled
Diesel Engine
Heat: 1.5 KW
A/C: 12,000 BTU/hr
18” Wide

FINANCING AVAILABLE

BEST PRICES
IN THE USA
Also full inventory
of parts for
Dynasys APU units

BOOMER
Diesel Engine & Generator Company

405-948-1393
100 N. Quapah Dr. Suite 1, Oklahoma City, OK 73107
Fax 405-948-9250
Dynasys trademark used under license.
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MAINTENANCEQ&A
Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Oil confusion and rough rides

Q

I am totally confused by the new oils. I’ve been
told they are OK to use like the old oil and also
that they should only be used in new motors.
I have a 2009 Mack with a 450-horsepower MP8
motor that a friend drives for me. I drive my 2013
Mack Titan with the 605-hp motor. We also use our oil
on our Dodge diesel pickup (Cummins) and our family
cars (gasoline) so we can save shipping and storage.
My questions are: What should I use? Do I need to
start buying a new oil? If so, which one? And why do
we need two new oils anyway?

A

In your case, you can simply convert to the
new API (American Petroleum Institute)
classification CK-4. It is completely compatible with
the CJ-4 used previously, just as CJ-4 replaced previous
grades of oil. You may even want to change viscosities
to see if you can improve fuel mileage and decrease
wear.

In practical terms, a few years
ago 6 mpg was a dream. Today
8 mpg is reality and, with 10 mpg
for everyone as a goal, most
experimental trucks are topping
13 mpg.
Most wear occurs on start-up, as oil – especially when
cold – starts to be pumped into the engine while the
engine is turning and parts are rubbing together. The
lower viscosity oils, SAE 10W-30 and fully synthetic
SAE 5W-30 and 5W-40 allow these thinner-when-cold
oils to be pumped more easily to quickly build oil
pressure.
If you do change viscosity, check with Mack to make
sure any remaining warranty on your trucks is not
affected.
The other new oil, FA-4, may have some limited
backward compatibility, but it’s primarily considered
the oil for the 2017 fuel-efficient trucks and beyond.
When the EPA set out to reduce greenhouse
gases (GHG), primarily carbon dioxide (CO2), they
determined that the easiest and most effective way was
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to burn less fuel. This time, it’s not just engines that
bear the task of meeting new standards. Tractor and
trailer aerodynamics, tire rolling resistance, weight
reduction and drive train improvements all play a part,
along with engine efficiency. Three decades ago, the
rule of thumb was one-third of fuel burned was lost as
heat through the cooling system or out the exhaust; onethird was lost to internal friction and rolling resistance;
and one-third went to actually powering the truck down
the road. Today, we are approaching 50 percent for
propulsion, and engineers expect to exceed that soon.
In practical terms, a few years ago 6 mpg was a
dream. Today 8 mpg is reality and, with 10 mpg for
everyone as a goal, most experimental trucks are
topping 13 mpg.
The 2017 and future engines incorporate new
technology to burn fuel more efficiently and lower
internal friction. The new fuel-efficient oil, FA-4, is
designed to work in these engines, especially at lower
viscosities. When buying a new truck, find out what the
factory fill is and stick with it.
As for your other vehicles, you can safely stay with
CK-4 as long as your oil brand is gasoline compatible.

Q

I own a 2010 Freightliner with just over
550,000 miles on it. I bought it new. It’s my
fourth truck, so I know how to care for it.
This winter my ride quality started going south. I
took it to my dealer. They checked the ride height first
to see if it got knocked out of adjustment. It was OK.
Then they checked the air bags for leaks and tears.
Also OK. Next they checked the shocks. They were
leaking oil, so the dealer replaced them and said that
they would fix it. It did a little, but the ride is still
bumpy. What can I do to get back my old ride?

A

Ride problems are often complex to diagnose
and repair because they involve so many
components that must work in harmony. The dealer
was right to start with ride height, the easiest problem
to diagnose and fix. The saying is to start with the
low-hanging fruit. Leaking oil on the shocks was also
an obvious sign. A properly working shock will have
some oil misting on the inner tube, but leaking is more
obvious. It’s a definite sign the shock is worn out. They
were probably overdue for replacement, but one should
MARCH/APRIL 2017

never assume in truck maintenance.
The shocks may have worn out because of repeated
impacts with poor roads and potholes, and that may
have caused collateral damage to other components
and fittings. These should be checked at least weekly,
especially during winter. First, be sure all air lines to the
suspension are clear of air bags. Check that nothing is
chafing the rubber. Air bag bases are subject to damage
from vibration and corrosion, as are air lines and fittings.
The Technology and Maintenance Council (TMC)
has two Recommended Practices you should be sure
your technician is familiar with before doing any work
on your suspension: RP643A, Air Ride Suspension
Maintenance, and RP648, Troubleshooting Ride
Complaints. The latter is a 58-page document that lists
all ride problems. It provides a systematic checklist for
each one, and a set of procedures to follow to correct it.
Several pages are devoted to your complaint of a harsh
ride.
Because your suspension works on compressed air, it’s
important to have an adequate supply. In winter, drain
and “spitter” valves can freeze, leaving excess water in
air tanks. If the water freezes in the tanks, it can reduce
the usable air volume. This could cause a shortage of
air to your suspension, especially after repeated heavy
braking. It’s a good idea to take steps to keep your
compressed air dry. Change desiccant cartridges on
schedule and be sure all drain valves work. Drain the
tanks daily. LL
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DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your question to Paul Abelson,
senior technical consultant, in care of
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to TruckWriter@WowAccess.net
or fax questions to 630-983-7678. Please mark your
message Attention: Maintenance Q&A.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.
Circle No. 102 on Response Card
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GOVERNMENTOVERSIGHT

SAVE FUEL
SAVE MONEY
SAVE TIRES

Our Wheel Centering Products are
a patented line of products
designed to Stop Tire Vibration and
Irregular Tire Wear.
Choose from these solutions:

SOLUTION A
Visit us
at MATS
Booth
#69217

NTSB asks GPS makers to add
railroad crossing data to apps
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

A deadly crash involving a
commuter train and a pickup
hauling a trailer has prompted the
nation’s top safety review board to
recommend that GPS and routeplanning services incorporate
information about railroad crossing
grades into their apps.
The National Transportation Safety
Board issued its recommendation
along with its findings in February
into the Feb. 24, 2015, crash
between an Amtrak Metrolink Train
and a 2005 Ford F450 service truck
towing a 2000 Wells Cargo two-axle
utility trailer. The crash occurred in
the predawn hours in Oxnard, Calif.
The NTSB issued its
recommendation to Google, Apple,

Garmin, and other app and logistics
services providers to “incorporate
grade crossing-related geographic
data” into navigation applications to
provide road users with additional
safety cues and to reduce the
likelihood of crashes at or near
public or private grade crossings.
The NTSB report cites “acute
fatigue and unfamiliarity with the
area” as the cause of the driver
ending up stuck on the tracks,
approximately 80 feet west of the
grade crossing, after the driver
mistakenly turned onto a railroad
right-of-way. The report notes that
the driver had been using a phone
app to navigate from his point of
origin in Somerton, Ariz., to his
destination in Oxnard. LL

The Centering Pins Sets are used when mounting
the wheels and then removed from the wheel.

BEFORE

SOLUTION B

AFTER
This sleeve set stays on the wheels at all times, is
for use on STEER AXLES ONLY and will center the
brake drum as well as the wheel.

SOLUTION C

STEP 1

STEP 2

This 2-piece sleeve set also stays on the wheels at
all times, is for DUAL AXLES and is available with
or without brake drum centering.
All of these products are available in many
different sizes and configurations to fit your needs.

Smiles all around.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

Call 1-866-686-9285 today to find
the TRU-BALANCE products
that are right for you.
www.tru-bal.com
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OOIDACongratulations
Life Members

Kenneth Alexander
Joyce Amelung
Lester Angst
Michael Anthony
Everett Arnold
John Asbel
Argailla Bard
Erik Bauer
Rachel Beal
James Beam
Terry Bittner
Waymond Bledsoe
John Boanny
William Bosbon
George Bowers
David Bradley

Arthur Bridgman
David Briggs
Sharon Briggs
Charles Brinser
Mary Brown
Rick Brown
Tim Bulthouse
Anthony Burrows
Ralph Calvert
Randall Campbell
Eric Chapman
Claude Clements
Jackie Cooley Sr.
Henry Cooper
Harold Crawford Sr.
Lorenza Creekmur

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Senior Members
Bruce Adams
Don R. Adams
Henry Aguilera
Terry J. Aleshire
Derek D. Alexander
Robert T. Allen
Melanie Allwood
Robert Anderson
William E. Appleford
Mark E. Arnez
Jeridan J. Aschnewitz
Pricilla Austin
Ronald J. Beaulieu
David W. Belford
Terry D. Bellon
Mark Alan Berges
Allen A. Betts
Kevin P. Boulds
Dale Boydston
Joseph Bozzo
Dennis R. Brady
Garry Braman
Mark Brittain
Danny L. Brooks
Robert E. Brooks
Edmond Glen Broussard
Terry Bryant
Albert S. Burgui
Walter J. Candelet
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Fernando Casillas
Stacey M. Casper
Robert Joseph Castro
Bruce R. Chell
Joe P. Chiatello
Nancy Christner
Todd M. Cleveland
Lawrence Lindsay
Conklin
James B. Conroy
Jon R. Copeland
David A. Davis
Joyce L. Davis
Jeffery P. Day
Jose Diaz
Dave Dittmer
Patrick E. Dowling
Roger Drielick
Ronald D. Edwards Jr.
Jan Elmore
Jim W. English
Larry G. Escobedo
James O. Faircloth
Michael Ferguson
Loretta J. Ferreira
Barry Fetch
Scott M. Flynn
Gregory L. Gagnon
Wesley B. Garst

Alan Jacob
Kennie Johnson
Wayne Johnson
Gary Jones
Mark Kirch
Howard Kischassey
Rex Koch
Balraj Kumar
Gregory Lemon Sr.
Kim Lenentine
Bonnie Lunsford
Julius Lynch Jr.
Preston Masquelier
Tony McCarter
Andy McNary
Fredrick Moore

Gary Cressman
Ronald Cronholm
William Dain
James Davis Sr.
Jeffery Davis
Keith Diebold
David Ensley
Michael Fleshman
Dennis Gibson
Mark Gigas
Gary Gill
Paul Hache
Randal Hakl
Ronald Hance
Donn Honaker
Charles Hulsey

Norma Musselman
Peggy Neef
Bradley Northrop
Carl Oehler
Omer Otto
Wayne Pastorek Sr.
Mark Peabody
Al Pilgrim
Mitchell Polly
Robert Posley Jr.
Kenneth Post
Michael Renner
Camille Reyes
Timothy Rigdon
Wiley Robinson
Surjit Sangha

Randy Schultz
Jaspal Shaheed
Vicki Stone
Milverton Swire
Bruce Tatge
Dennis Vrban
Willie Walls Jr.
Richard Walston
Gary Wastler
Marty Weston
Theresa Weston
Jerry Whitaker
Larry Williamson

For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us (800) 444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

Jonathan D. Gee
Randall George
Oscar Gonzalez
John R. Govern
Gary E. Graham
Roger D. Graham
Dale Hadland
Adam Hanna
Charles G. Hause
William J. Helgoth
John T. Hinson
Susan J. Hinson
Brad Hitchcock
Charles M. Hoglan
David R. Holderbaum
Robert Jassen Holmberg
Peter Honza
Ernest Horton
Dennis E. Hudson
Jim Hudson
Kenneth B. Hudson
Billy R. Hyde Jr.
Paula M. Hyde
Jason S. Ingalls
Wajd Jaber
Richard Jaros
Gerald V. Johnson
Kelly S. Johnson
Bobby C. Jones

Cord S. Jones
Watt Jones
Mike L. Kemmetmueller
Don D. Koehn
Jacek Koprowski
Jaroslaw Korczak
Michael Siamac Kordi
John P. Kussow
Selden R. Lacey
Daniel L. Lamont
Francisco Laureano
Joseph A. Lester
Enrique Lopez
Manuel J. Lopez
Caney Len Lowe Jr.
Craig Lundin
Timothy P. MacDonald
Tracy MacDonald
Augusto Machado
John M. Mahoney
Kenneth Major
Richard L. Malchetske
Brandon F. Mann
Don Marcy
Scott E. Martinez
Carl McElwain
Eric G. Moore Sr.
David R. Munter
Garrett Naquin

Jessie L. Nelson
Clint Norman
Allen B. Nose
John F. Nowak
Bernard J. O’Hara
Kevin P. Outt
Robert E. Padgett
Jeffery L. Parr
Roger C. Payne
Jim Perchak
David R. Perez
Derek A. Perez
Eric Williams Peters
Douglas Pfaller
Kenneth Purdes
Gregory M. Radford
Kevin C. Ray
Reed Alan Resner
Dean Ritchison
John D. Robinson
William F. Robinson
William Robert
Robinson
Aurel Roman
Raymond E. Russell
Joseph M. Sager
Thomas P. Santowski
Jeff J. Shearer
Enrique Silva

Charles O. Smith
Michael J. Smith
Mark Staley
David A. Stanielon
Byron Stevens
Jeff Stills
Leon Scott Strickland
Elmo Tanner
Mike L. Thiel
Tyrone Thompson
Jay E. Thurber
Robert C. Tice
Sam Tiemeyer
Tom M. Torkelson
Wayne A. Vaden
Samuel S. Vaughn
Bethsaida Vega
Edwin B. Vega
Tim N. Vogl
Brian D. Weaver
Shawn W. Wehunt
Everett Curt Wetherell
Lisa A. Wetherell
Quinn Wheaton
Donald Ray Wiggins
George D. Wightman
Ron D. Wilcox
Alan Zehr
David E. Zumstein
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Help when you need it...

One of the most important benefits available to all OOIDA members is access to
information and business resources. Over the years, OOIDA’s Business Services
Department has provided thousands of members with critical information for their
particular situation or to help them run their business more efficiently.
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If you need assistance or information regarding your trucking business, want help in
handling some of the paperwork, or are seeking advice on what you believe to be unfair
business practices and treatment, call OOIDA Business Services.
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TRUCKING ESSENTIALS

Nuts, bolts and printouts
Truck maintenance isn’t just smart business, it’s a requirement
for truck owners and it involves a lot more than wrenching on
the truck and changing oil. It means paperwork.

I

ILWDLQ¶WEURNHGRQ¶W¿[LWZRUNV
only in limited scenarios. And,
unless you’re willing to pay big,
both monetarily and with downtime,
it’s certainly no approach to truck
maintenance.
Setting up a preventive
maintenance plan – and sticking to
it – is a must for any savvy owneroperator. The complex engines and
components on trucks today simply
don’t lend themselves to a “when
I get around to it” or “when I have
time” approach. Finally, no matter
your opinion on the matter, it is a
federal requirement.
If you don’t have a formal plan
that’s compliant, there are key
components you need to include.
J.J. Keller recently released a
comprehensive White Paper on
truck maintenance, titled “Putting
It All Together – Components of
an Effective, Compliant Vehicle
Maintenance Program.” The paper
points out that while you have to
establish a maintenance program,
you do have options. While targeted
WRZDUGÀHHWVWKHDGYLFHZRUNV
for owner-operators and small
ÀHHWVDVZHOO

‘Systematic’
Whether you want to or not, the
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Regulations require you set up a
maintenance program.
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Here’s the reg, 49 CFR 396.3(a):
“Every motor carrier and
intermodal equipment
provider must systematically
inspect, repair, and maintain,
or cause to be systematically
inspected, repaired, and
maintained, all motor vehicles
and intermodal equipment
subject to its control.”
7KDW¶V¿QHDQGGDQG\EXWZKDWLV
systematic? And what maintenance
is adequate enough to say you’re
compliant?
The Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration does say
that “systematic” is “a regular or
scheduled program.”
J.J. Keller says the best place
to start when setting up your
maintenance program is to
look at the original equipment
manufacturer’s recommendations.
Those recommendations are a
general guideline for an “average”
use of the truck and equipment.
That means you have to look
closely at your operations and
eyeball the average-ness of it.
Do you often pull loads that are
VLJQL¿FDQWO\OLJKWHUWKDQ
pounds? Heavier? Do you route
through the mountains? Put another
way consider the toll on the engine
and transmission to move you on
your average day.
The more severe duty the operation
and the older the equipment, the

more frequently regular maintenance
needs to be built into your schedule.

Setting the standard
Back in the day, truck maintenance
decided on time in between cycles.
In the spring and fall were very
popular choices with six months in
between. While simple enough, and
logical given the prep that can be
done before harsh winter cold and
brutal summer heat, you do have
more choices than just looking at a
calendar.
J.J. Keller says you can also set
it by mileage or hours. The paper
counters that while sticking to a time
schedule is simpler, it can lead to
unnecessary inspections and time off
the road.
“This is due to the vehicle being
scheduled into the shop after ‘x’ days
or months, regardless of the use,”
the paper states. “However, if the
vehicles see consistent use, then this
may make sense.”
Scheduling on miles driven is
PRUHHI¿FLHQWLQPRVWRSHUDWLQJ
environments. It might not, however,
be the right choice for severe duty or
operations with high idle times.

Checklists
J.J. Keller recommends, strongly,
developing checklists to be
completed at each maintenance
interval.
“A good checklist will also
document the condition of the

© kurhan - Fotolia.com; © thadonal - Fotolia.com

By Jami Jones, managing editor
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vehicle at the time of the inspection
or maintenance. This will provide
proof to anyone (such as investigators,
auditors, or plaintiffs’ attorneys) that
you have been active in inspecting and
maintaining your vehicle,” the paper
states.
The checklist should be a
combination of the OEM
recommended intervals, maintenance
as required by FMCSR 393 as well as
any components that have given you
¿WVDQGPD\EHEHHQDSUREOHPUHFHQWO\
on inspections.

CYA
The endgame to any compliant
maintenance program is making sure
that you can prove you’re legal. As you
may guess, in this case, your proof and
defense is all in the documentation.
Compliance with a maintenance
program would come up in an audit.
Sure they aren’t likely for small motor
carriers with squeaky clean records,
but it can and has happened. And let’s
not forget the mention of “attorneys”
earlier. Compliance could be a huge
asset if you have an equipment failure
that results in a crash.
J.J. Keller points out that it all comes
down to the paperwork retention and
the list is lengthy.
The regulations simply require
maintenance records for each vehicle.
According to J.J. Keller,

the maintenance recordkeeping
requirements include:
QThe “informational record” on a

unit, which is to be kept the entire
time the vehicle is in service, plus
six months after the vehicle leaves
service. Identifying information
includes:
 t'MFFUOVNCFS JGBTTJHOFEPOF 
 t.BLF NPEFMBOEZFBS
 t7*/
 t5JSFTJ[F
 t0XOFS JGOPUUIFDBSSJFS
 t"NBJOUFOBODFTDIFEVMFGPSUIF
VOJU UIFMBTUUJNFJUXBTTFSWJDFE
and when it is next due for
TFSWJDF 
QRecords of all inspection,
maintenance, lubrication, repairs,
and upcoming maintenance are to
be kept for one year while the unit
is in service, and six months after
UIFVOJUMFBWFTTFSWJDF TPGBSBMM
UIJTJTJO 
QCopies of roadside inspections
GPSUIFVOJU XJUIUIFDBSSJFSPGmDJBM
TJHOBUVSF BSFUPCFLFQUGPSPOF
ZFBS  
QDriver vehicle inspection reports
are to be retained for three
NPOUIT XJUIFJUIFSPOFPSUISFF
TJHOBUVSFToBOE 
Q$PQJFTPGQFSJPEJD BOOVBM 
inspections are to be kept for 14
NPOUIT  

Visit JJKeller.com for the complete
White Paper. LL
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Local lawyer? Yes or no
We get a lot of calls from CDL
drivers who ask us if they’d be better
off just hiring a local attorney in the
city or town where their ticket is
going to court.
Of course, there are a lot of good
things about local attorneys in a
particular area. One of the best things
about a local attorney is that they’re
usually really familiar with the
particular court where your ticket is
being processed. But there are also
some very big disadvantages to hiring
the first local attorney you come
across.

The lawyer you hire must
understand the relevant
sections of the FMCSR
that have to do with your
ticket and your home
state’s motor vehicle code.
First, a “general practice” local
attorney may have no or very
little experience with traffic ticket
clients who have a CDL license.
Plain and simple, your CDL license
is your livelihood and you don’t
want to trust it with someone who
doesn’t understand that. A CDL
traffic ticket isn’t just a traffic ticket
and may result in driver license
disqualification, suspension, CSA
points, a moving violation, driver
points, and losing eligibility for
liability insurance. So, for a CDL
driver, there’s a lot riding on the
outcome of any ticket.

Q.

I’ve got a CDL license, but
I was driving my car in
Tennessee when I got a ticket for
speeding, 80 in a 55 mph zone. I
live in Mississippi, and it’s really
going to be hard for me to go back
to Tennessee for my court date.
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Because I was driving my car
and not my truck, I was thinking
about just paying the ticket,
because I don’t think this ticket
will go against my CDL. But I was
also thinking about hiring a local
attorney to help me. Would I be
better off just paying the ticket or
should I hire a local attorney?

A

Don’t pay the ticket and don’t
hire the first local attorney
you find. First, you have a CDL
license. So, no matter what type of
vehicle you were driving at the time,
a conviction of any ticket will usually
be submitted to your home state of
Mississippi and will be included in
your permanent driver record.
Unfortunately, the speed you
were cited for, 80 in a 55 mph zone
“is 15 mph or greater” over the
posted speed limit and is a “serious”
violation according to the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations.
A conviction of two “serious” traffic
violations within a three-year period
will disqualify your CDL for 60 days.
Second, be sure that the lawyer you
hire understands just how important
it is for you to keep a clean driver
record. Also, the lawyer you hire
must understand the relevant sections
of the FMCSR that have to do with
your ticket as well as your home state,
Mississippi, motor vehicle code.
Unless the local lawyer understands
or takes the time to understand the
relevant sections of the FMCSR as
well as your “home state” issues, that
local lawyer can’t be trusted to do a
good job for you.

Q.

I got a ticket in Oklahoma
for speeding, 65 in a
55 mph zone, but my driver’s
license is from Missouri. I called a
local lawyer in Oklahoma to help

me with my ticket, and he told me to
just pay the ticket because the listed
speed on my ticket was only “10
mph or less” over the posted speed
so it wouldn’t show up on my driver
record. So I did what he said and
paid the ticket and now it’s showing
on my record. How come?

A

Unfortunately, the Oklahoma
lawyer didn’t do his
homework. It’s mostly true that for
non-CDL drivers, if you get a ticket
for speeding 10 mph or less in
Oklahoma, you can usually pay the
ticket and it won’t appear on your
driver record. But there are two
problems with your case.
First, you’re a CDL driver so nonCDL rules don’t apply to you the
same way. It may be true that nonCDL drivers can pay a “10 mph or
less” ticket in Oklahoma and not have
it go on their record. But, because
you’re a CDL driver, all traffic
convictions are required to be
submitted to your home state for
processing.
Second, you’re licensed in Missouri,
not Oklahoma. So, regardless of what
the rules in Oklahoma are, your driver
license is overseen by the Missouri
Department of Revenue and the
Missouri code is the one that’s most
important to you. LL

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella, Road
Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4, Oklahoma
City, OK 73134; call 405-242-2030, fax 888588-8983, or email RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
legal situation is different. Consult with
an attorney for specific advice on your
situation.
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Tire prices to increase
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Truckers and drivers of all types
of vehicles can expect to
pay more for tires this year.
Michelin and Yokohama were
the latest tire companies to
announce price increases,
following other big names such
as Bridgestone, Cooper and Goodyear.
Michelin and Yokohama announced price increases
recently of 8 percent and 7 percent, respectively.
Goodyear, Cooper and Bridgestone all announced price
increases of up to 8 percent earlier this year, according
to Modern Tire Dealer.
Prices will increase for nearly all vehicle types across
all brands in North America, including recreational
vehicles and two-wheel vehicles.
The increase in tire prices is because of an expected
rise in natural rubber prices. On Jan. 13, the Association
of Natural Rubber Producing Countries released its
Natural Rubber Trends & Statistics for December
2016. In the report, ANRPC noted a rebound in natural
rubber prices as a result of increasing oil prices, supply
concerns after flooding in South Thailand, renewed
expectation of a US-led faster global economic recovery,
and the resultant improved demand outlook.
Twelve provinces in South Thailand, the “latex bowl
of the world” according to ANRPC, have experienced
some of the worst flooding in the past 30 years. OPEC’s
deal to cut production, which began on Jan. 1, is
expected to prevent oil prices from dropping to record
lows seen last year. ANRPC’s analysis expects “a
substantial rise in rubber prices during 2017.” LL

Daily News and
Information for Truckers

Tune In Daily

7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

Sirius XM 146
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Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
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Last-minute tax filing questions

Q.

I have been hearing a lot
about taxpayers preparing
their own tax returns. Are they
doing the right thing? Should I be
preparing my own tax returns and
save the preparation fee?

A

Doing your own tax return
can be an extremely
dangerous endeavor. It’s not the
accuracy that I’m worried about
(computer-generated tax returns will
always add up and be accurate). It is
the content that could really hurt you.
And by dangerous endeavor and
content hurting you, I’m referring to
the ultimate result.

Income tax filing time
is here. Remember that
the due date for 2016 tax
returns is April 18, 2017.
Other than straightforward income
and deductions such as W-2 income
and mortgage interest deduction,
other items such as business expenses,
depreciation, taxable and nontaxable
interest and dividends, capital gains
and per diem reimbursement plans
can present problems in judgment
and actuality that can cost you more
tax dollars than you’ll ever pay a tax
preparer.
Be extremely careful about who
you have preparing your income
tax returns. New companies and
those with bad reputations should be
avoided. When you come across a
company, make sure you get referrals
from clients who have used the tax
preparer for many years. A decision
regarding which depreciation method
to use and how much to expense can
cost you tax dollars for some time.
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Q.

My husband and I just
completed our income taxes
and we show a large balance due
the IRS. We do not have the money
to pay for it. What do we do?

A

File the return on time
without making a payment
(or send it in with a smaller payment)
or file for an extension. By doing
either, you will avoid the late filing
penalty of 5 percent per month up to
25 percent. If you do not pay your
taxes by the tax filing deadline, you
will still incur a penalty of one-half of
1 percent of your unpaid taxes for
each month or part of a month after
the due date, regardless of whether
you have filed your tax return on time.
You can pay the balance due by
credit card; however, a percentage
of the payment is charged as a
convenience fee plus interest on the
credit card if you carry a balance. The
sooner you pay the IRS, the lower the
penalties.
The IRS generally will accept an
installment agreement request for an
individual if the total unpaid liability
is $50,000 or less and the tax will
be paid within six years. If $10,000
or less and you pay it off within
three years, then the installment
agreement is guaranteed as long as
all other eligibility requirements have
been met. You can set up a payment
agreement online at IRS.gov, Online
Payment Agreement (OPA). If you
choose not to use the online payment
agreements, file Form 9465 to set
up an installment agreement. If the
amount owed is over $50,000, you
would need to also file form 433-F.

Q.

I didn’t have health
insurance coverage in 2016.
What can I expect?

A

Every person needs to have
health coverage or make a
payment on their federal income tax
return called the “Shared
Responsibility Payment.”
For tax year 2016, the penalty for
not having coverage has risen to
2.5 percent of your total household
adjusted gross income, or $695 per
adult and $347.50 per child, to a
maximum of $2,085.
You may, however, qualify for
an exemption if you experienced a
hardship and can provide documents
to support your claim. Some examples
of hardship categories are:
QYou were homeless;
Q You were evicted or facing
eviction;

QYou received a shutoff notice
from a utility company;

QYou recently experienced
domestic violence; or

QYou experienced the death of a

close family member within the
last three years.

Please see the marketplace for a
complete list of acceptable exemption
categories, as well as documents
required to support your claim of
hardship. If you believe you qualify
for an exemption, you can apply on
the Healthcare.gov website. LL

This article has been presented by PBS
Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a company
which has been providing income tax
and bookkeeping services to the trucking
industry for over a quarter century. If you
would like further information, please
contact us at 800-697-5153. Visit our
website at PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is different.
This article does not give and is not
intended to give specific accounting and/or
tax advice. Please consult with your own tax
or accounting professional.
MARCH/APRIL 2017
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Class action approved in case alleging
C.R. England defrauded its student drivers
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A U.S. District Court judge in Utah
granted certification to a nationwide
class of truck drivers who allege
fraud and other statutory claims
against C.R. England.
Judge Robert J. Shelby approved
the class action lawsuit on Jan. 31,
paving the way for a nationwide
class that could exceed 14,708
drivers. Horizon Truck Sales
and Leasing, which is affiliated
with C.R. England, is also named
in the complaint. The certified
class claims are for violations of
the Utah Business Opportunity
Disclosure Act, the Utah Consumer
Sales Practices Act, and the Utah
Truth in Advertising Act, as well
as common law claims for fraud,
negligent misrepresentation, unjust
enrichment, and breach of fiduciary
duty for all independent contractor
lease operators.
Plaintiffs Charles Roberts and
Kenneth McKay, who drove for
C.R. England as independent
contractors and leased trucks from
Horizon in 2009, allege that the
defendants developed a fraudulent
plan to induce thousands of people
to enroll in C.R. England’s driver
training schools by promising
students the choice of eventual
employment as a company driver
or the ability to earn a desirable
income driving as an independent
contractor.
However, the plaintiffs claim
there weren’t many company driver
positions available, and students
in the driver training schools were
subjected to a “misinformation
campaign” to convince them to
lease trucks from the defendants
and become independent contractor
drivers for C.R. England.
The complaint alleges that as
many as thousands of students were
MARCH/APRIL 2017

persuaded to invest substantial
sums of money to lease trucks from
the defendants. The plaintiffs claim
that many of these drivers were left
“debt-ridden.”
“Effectively what’s been
alleged is that C.R. England and
Horizon were operating in a way
to engineer having drivers choose
the independent contractor lease
option,” said Ben Glicksman, an
attorney for the plaintiffs. “What
we contend and allege is that the
methods they used were unfair,
because they were providing
representations that were no longer
or were never accurate depictions of
what those drivers would make.”
Horizon and C.R. England, which
is a nationwide trucking company
headquartered in West Valley City,
Utah, responded by calling the
allegations “fiction,” and saying
that “myriad individualized issues
make this case unsuitable for class
certification.”
The parties differ in their
views of Horizon’s relationship to
C.R. England. The defendants say
the corporations are separate but
affiliated entities, while the plaintiffs
contend that Horizon is part of
C.R. England’s “empire.”
Judge Shelby certified a nationwide
class of C.R. England drivers who
meet all of the following criteria:

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
Income Tax Preparation
Bookkeeping Services
Quarterly Estimated Taxes
Financial Statements
Corporate and LLC formations
Non-filers
Delinquent income tax returns
IRS collection problems

KEEP MORE OF WHAT YOU EARN
AND LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

t4JHOFEUIFWFIJDMFMFBTJOH
agreement with Horizon;
t4JHOFEUIFJOEFQFOEFOUDPOUSBDUPS
operating agreement with
C.R. England;
t%JEUIFBCPWFEVSJOHUIF
applicable statute of limitations
period; and
t%SPWFBUMFBTUPOFEBZBTBO
independent contractor lease
operator for C.R. England.

The judge directed the plaintiffs to
propose a plan on how to notify the
class members. LL

pbstax.com

only

159

$

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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YOURHEALTH
John McElligott, M.D.

Cigs, clots and colonoscopy screenings
Your health is more than taking
daily vitamins, eating a salad for
lunch, and snacking on protein bars.
Here are some common questions
from drivers who are interested in
quitting bad habits and doing better
preventive maintenance.

over the road. Last year I had a
blood clot in my leg. Can you tell
me a bit about blood clot
assessment? How do you know you
have one? What do you do?

A

Most blood clots occur in
people who are sedentary.
Truck drivers sit and do not walk as
much as other professions. And this
is the biggest risk factor. Other risk
factors include obesity and
smoking, as well as genetic factors.
Some clots form following trauma
associated with extended bed rest.

have to go through the prep and
colonoscopy?

A

If symptoms like rectal
bleeding or black stools
occur, you should see a physician
no matter what age you are.
Colonoscopy testing can start as
early as 20-30 years of age in highrisk individuals with a history of

I really want to stop
smoking, but simply
cannot do it. Do you recommend
a program? Meds? Acupuncture,
hypnosis?

A

Those methods are often
effective. In my opinion, the
best treatment is a good doctor who
can tailor a program to fit you, the
patient. Go to a physician you trust
and say: “I want to quit smoking.”
Do this as soon as you can. Don’t
wait.
Most people stop when they
have their first heart attack or are
diagnosed with COPD or lung
cancer. COPD is chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease, which includes
chronic bronchitis and emphysema.
It is a chronic lung disease that
makes it hard to breathe. Both
COPD and lung cancer can be fatal.
Smoking is a hand-to-mouth
addiction, and you must be
educated on why and how to quit.

Q.

I am a driver who has
driven more than 20 years
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Assessment is primarily a history
of pain in the lower leg (calf) or
thigh on the inside of the extremity.
The leg is tender or painful on
examination, and in most cases
swollen. Diagnostic tests are
available as well. Treatment is
urgent since the clot can dislodge
and go to the lungs, causing serious
medical problems including death.
Treatment is to start blood thinners
and correct the risk factors if
possible.

Q.

When should you start
getting colonoscopy
screenings? What age? How
often is it necessary, and is there
a simple screening or do you

family cancer. However, most
screening begins at age 50. With a
colonoscopy, you must prepare with
a colon cleansing; otherwise, all the
doctor sees is stool. You will be
sedated.
Several fecal (stool) tests that
can be done in your home require
no colon cleansing prep and no
sedation. You can get a kit from
your doctor and, after collecting a
stool sample on a provided card,
return it to your physician for lab
testing. The lab looks for traces of
blood. LL
John McElligott, M.D., is a Fellow of the
American College of Physicians. He is
a certified medical examiner with the
FMCSA’s National Registry of Certified
Medical Examiners.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Everyone’s health situation is
different. If you have questions regarding
medical issues, consult your personal
physician.
MARCH/APRIL 2017

© mbruxelle - Fotolia.com; © studio.Jowita - Fotolia.com; © hafakot - Fotolia.com

Q.

IN THECOURTS

Court eliminates claim for sleeper berth pay in Werner class action
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A Nebraska federal court has granted Werner Enterprises’
motion that they weren’t obligated to pay truck drivers
during sleeper berth time but allowed a class action lawsuit
against the company to move forward.
The class action lawsuit
is made up of 50,000
The lawsuit involves
student drivers who allege
Werner’s Student Driver that Werner violated
Program, where students federal and state wage and
hour laws.
were paid a flat weekly
U.S. District Judge
rate while training with
Laurie Smith Camp
an experienced driver for denied the plaintiffs’
about eight weeks.
motion for summary
judgment on sleeper
berth compensation on Feb. 2. Camp, however, denied
Werner’s motion to decertify the class.
The lawsuit involves Werner’s Student Driver Program,
where students were paid a flat weekly rate while training
with an experienced driver for about eight weeks. Werner
paid trainees the greater of $50 per day or $7.25 per “on
duty” hour. Philip Petrone and the other student drivers in
the lawsuit allege that minimum wage laws were violated

because Werner improperly designated significant amounts
of legally compensable time as “off-duty” leading to undercompensation.
The plaintiffs complained of three separate violations:
t"QSBDUJDFPGGBJMJOHUPDPNQFOTBUFFNQMPZFFTGPS
CSFBLTPGMFTTUIBONJOVUFT
t"QSBDUJDFPGGBJMJOHUPDPNQFOTBUFGPSUJNFFNQMPZFFT
TQFOUDPNNVOJDBUJOHXJUI8FSOFSIFBERVBSUFSTWJBUIF
2VBMDPNNTZTUFN
t"QSBDUJDFPGGBJMJOHUPDPNQFOTBUFGPSTMFFQJOHQFSJPET
JOFYDFTTPGFJHIUIPVST

In August 2015, the court said the plaintiffs were
entitled to judgment as a matter of law on their claims for
sleeper berth compensation and compensation for short
UHVWEUHDNV,Q6HSWHPEHU:HUQHU¿OHGDPRWLRQIRU
reconsideration.
In the February ruling, Camp said no reasonable jury
could find that Werner willfully failed to compensate
plaintiffs for sleeper-berth time to which they were entitled.
“Truck drivers are generally not on duty when in a
sleeping berth, and such time is presumed to be noncompensable,” Camp wrote.
The rest of the class action can move forward, the court
concluded. LL

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their
membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

4
4

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.
Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.
(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
4 $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
4 Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
4
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ON THE ROAD By Jon Osburn Skipper of “The Spirit”

Make sure your voice is heard
Remember the lyrics “You’ve got
to stand for something, or you’ll
fall for anything” sung by OOIDA
Life Member Aaron Tippin? It’s a
great song and one that could be our
OOIDA anthem.
With the start of a new
administration, now is a perfect time
for truck drivers to decide what they
stand for and to make sure their
voices are heard when it comes to
issues that affect the industry.
You need to speak out, and the way
to speak out is to go to OOIDA’s
FightingForTruckers.com and let
your elected officials know how you
feel about these matters. A lot of
our members have joined OOIDA
because they want to be counted.
That’s the whole thing about being a
member; you’re being counted.

We’re the organization for the guys
and gals behind the wheel, and we
need the guys and gals behind the
wheel to stand up and be counted.
If you’d like to learn more about
the Association or what you can do
to have your voice heard, go to the
OOIDA website, or stop by and see
me when I’m at a truck stop near you.
Throughout March and April, I will
be at various stops in the Midwest
and the South. Sassi and I will
spend the beginning of March in
Matthews, Mo., Troy, Ill., Foristell,
Mo., Kingdom City, Mo., and Oak
Grove, Mo., before heading out to
the Mid-America Trucking Show in
Louisville, Ky., which will be
March 23-25.
I expect MATS to be as good as last
year, or even better. The organizers

always find a way to keep the show
fresh, and the entertainment has been
top-notch.
I’m looking forward to seeing
all the new stuff and all of my old
friends. If you’re not able to make
it to Louisville, I’ll spend the rest of
March and April in Glendale, Ky., as
well as at stops in Illinois, Tennessee,
Georgia and Florida. LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has
also worked as a
paramedic and a Navy
hospital corpsman.
He lives with his wife,
Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and travels with his
loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

UPCOMING ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: MAR/APRIL 2017
Mar 1-3

T/A, Mathews, MO

I-55 & Hwy 80, Exit 58

Mar 4-6

T/A, Troy, IL

I-55/I-70, Exit 18

Mar 7-9

T/A, Foristell, MO

I-70 & Rt W, Exit 203

Mar 10-12

Petro, Kingdom City, MO

I-70 & Hwy 54, Exit 148

Mar 13-15

Sandy Long T/A, Oak Grove, MO

I-70 & Rt H, Exit 28

Mar 23-25

Mid America Trucking Show

Louisville, KY

Mar 27-29

Petro, Glendale, KY

I-65, Exit 86

Mar 31-Apr 2

Petro, Effingham, IL

I-70/I-57, Exit 159

Apr 10-12

Candy Bass T/A, Nashville, TN

I-24, Exit 48

Apr 14-16

T/A, Cartersville, GA

I-75, Exit 296

Apr 18-20

T/A, Baldwin, FL

I-10, Exit 343

Apr 22-24

T/A, Wildwood, FL

I-75 at Rt 44, Exit 329

Apr 25-27

Petro, Ocala, FL

I-75, Exit 368 at Hwy 318

Apr 29-May 1 T/A, Vero Beach, FL
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I-95 & State Rt 60, Exit 147

Look for OOIDA’s Western Star 5700EX
“Spirit of the American Trucker” with Jon
Osburn at the wheel. Take time to stop
and visit with Jon about the Association’s
activities and current issues. Join OOIDA
or renew your membership at the reduced
price of only $35 – a savings of $10.
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2017

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com for
more industry events.

MARCH
11 Mid Eastern Chrome Shop Fifth Annual Cruise In, Gaston,
S.C. For more info, email I-26@MidEasternTruckWash.com.
23-25 Mid-America Trucking Show, Kentucky Expo Center,
Louisville, Ky. For more information, visit TruckingShow.com.
APRIL
20-22 ExpoCam 2017, Place Bonaventure, Montreal, Quebec.
For more information, visit ExpoCam.ca.
28-30 75 Chrome Shop, 75 Chrome Shop, Wildwood, Fla. For
more information, visit 75ChromeShop.com.
MAY
5-6 Midwest Pride in Your Ride Truck & Tractor Show,
Tri-State Raceway, Earlville, Iowa. For more information, visit
MidwestPrideInYourRide.org.
11-13 East Coast Truckers Jamboree, Kenly 95 Petro, Kenly,
N.C. For more information, visit Kenly95.com.
14 Mother’s Day Truck Convoy, Burle Business Center parking
lot, Lancaster, Pa. For more information, visit PhilaSV.wish.org.
18-20 Shell Rotella SuperRigs, Tulsa Expo Center, Tulsa, Okla.
For more information, visit Rotella.Shell.Com/SuperRigs.html
25-27 American Truck Historical Society National
Convention, Iowa State Fairgrounds, Des Moines, Iowa. For
more information, visit ATHS.org.
JUNE
10-12 Western Pennsylvania Pride and Shine Spring Show,
Stoneboro Fair Grounds, Stoneboro, Pa. For more information,
visit WPaPrideAndShine.com.
23-25 Texas Trucking Show, NRG Center — Hall C, Houston,
Texas. For more information, visit TexasTruckingShow.com.
JULY
13-15 Walcott Truckers Jamboree, Iowa 80 Truckstop, Walcott,
Iowa. For more information, visit Iowa80TruckStop.com.
14-15 Expedite Expo, Lexington Center, Lexington, Ky. For
more information, visit ExpediteExpo.com.
AUGUST
4-6 Carlisle Truck Nationals, Carlisle, Pa. For more information,
visit Facebook.com/TruckNationals.
18-20 Eau Claire Big Rig Show, Northern State Fair Grounds,
Eau Claire, Wis. Visit EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com for more
information.
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The recliner for your truck
The BunkRite Recliner from Tip Top Design allows drivers
to adjust their bunk into any position for improved comfort
and better rest, just like a home recliner. BunkRite works
with your existing mattress and can be adjusted to sit
up for laptop work or watching TV; to lie completely flat
for sleeping; or to be positioned anywhere in between.
Simply slide the inflatable wedge under the head of the
mattress, connect the hose, plug in the power, and push
a button to adjust the mattress to any position. For more
information and to order, visit BunkRite.com or call
502-792-7800. Circle No. 271 on Response Card

A BunkRite pro system
Three winners will be drawn from response cards
received in Land Line offices by April 28, 2017.

you
can

WIN
Larry, watch my truck …
Larry Alert from Consider This Technology is an
on-the-go electronic alert device that helps you
protect your stuff while your back is turned. The
device uses special radar technology to create
an invisible shield around your truck. It sounds
an alarm when the shield is broken and sends

Shield your truck with
more engine protection
Amsoil has introduced two new diesel oil products: Signature
Series Max-Duty Synthetic Diesel Oil offering six times
more engine protection* with exceptional cold-temperature
performance, reduced oil consumption and top-grade protection
for extended drain intervals; and Heavy-Duty Synthetic Diesel
Oil offering four times more engine protection* with reduced
oil consumption throughout OEM-recommended drain
intervals. Both oils are formulated to exceed the new API CK-4
requirements for wear protection, oxidation stability, shear
stability, resistance to aeration, reduced emissions and improved
fuel economy. Visit Amsoil.com or call 800-777-8491 for more
information and to locate a retailer. Circle No. 270 on Response Card
*than required by the Detroit Diesel DD13 Scuffing Test for Specification DFS 93K222

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land Line’s advertising department
from promotional materials provided by selected manufacturers. The publishers do not
necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Product Showcase.”
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an alert of 15 sequential photos from the built-in
camera of the triggering event to your smartphone.
It also features a voice speaker to talk through,
a rechargeable lithium battery, and a rugged,
weather-resistant housing. The free Larry Alert app
is available on Google Play Store and Apple App
Store. Get additional information and order the
Larry Alert device at LarryAlert.com or call
805-275-0190. Circle No. 273 on Response Card
MARCH/APRIL 2017

WIN products featured each issue!

Return the Reader Response Card to Land Line by the date shown.

Covert trailer and heavy truck tracker
The new TrackLight GPS tracker from Anytrek Corp. is designed to look, fit and
function the same as a standard 4-inch round LED truck or trailer tail light. But
housed inside the waterproof, dust- and shock-proof light is a powerful GPS
tracking module connected via a 3G modem that ensures reliable and accurate
location updates. TrackLight is simple to install using the standard
three-pin tail light plug and uses less than half the power of a
normal incandescent tail light. Visit Anytrek.com or call
844-872-6987 for more information. Circle No. 272 on Response Card

A TrackLight GPS tracker
with matching dummy light
Plus 12 months free connection to
the web portal
One winner will be drawn from response cards
received in Land Line offices by April 28, 2017.

you
can

WIN

Is a leaking charge air cooler
costing you money?
A leaking charge air cooler wastes fuel. Dura-Lite’s Evolution
Charge Air Coolers are engineered to provide continuous,
consistent fuel economy and reduce downtime. Evolution’s
patented high-temperature silicone grommet tube-to-header
seal system allows the tubes to expand and contract in the
grommet/header which eliminates the typical tube-to-header
failure and resulting leakage. In addition, the tanks are
reinforced to reduce premature failure and the offset outer fin
design provides consistent performance by minimizing the
buildup of debris. The Evolution comes with a seven-year/
1 million mile warranty. Visit DuraLite.net or call 800-661-1117
for more information and to locate a dealer. OOIDA member
discount available. Circle No. 275 on Response Card

Improved clarity for dark, rainy nights
Glare. Darkness. Rain. Three elements that make it more difficult for drivers to see clearly
on the road. Clarity Defender Plus from Nanofilm is a windshield treatment that creates a
water repellent, protective layer to repel rain at highway driving speeds for better vision. And
since snow and ice won’t stick, it also helps to reduce wear and tear of wiper blades and
eliminates the need to scrape your windshield. Defender Plus bonds to glass and
mirrors – without harm to paint or trim – to form a nanoseal that also offers
protection from road salt, windshield washer fluid and household
cleaners for up to one year. For more information about
Defender Plus and to order, visit NanoFilmUSA.
com or call 216-447-1199.
Circle No. 274 on Response Card

If you have a product you would like featured in Land Line’s product showcase, send a press release with
a photo to Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com. All featured products are subject to editorial review.
MARCH/APRIL 2017
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Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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Fastback Freight..................................102
Legacy Financial Services .................... 99
LightSpeed Dispatching ....................... 99
Neal Freeman Investments.................102
TBS Factoring Service ........................100
XFactors................................................. 98

LEGAL SERVICES
Coast to Coast Legal Services ...........102
Road Law............................................... 97

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
American Truck Historical Society ...... 100
Appellate Advance .................................99
BH Tubes ............................................. 100
Brake Safe ........................................... 103
Cruise King .......................................... 102
Donvel .....................................................99
Electrowarmth...................................... 102
Freight Movers School ..................... 97,98
Gateway Supply .....................................98
Great American Chrome Shop..............99
Jet-Alert ................................................ 101
RoadKing Shocks ..................................98
Silver Road Shocks ............................. 101
SouthPointe Radiator .............................99
Van Alstine ........................................... 100
Weather Toppers ................................. 102

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS
Loadtraining.com ................................101
Rig Expense Tracker ...........................100
The Truckers Helper .............................. 97
Truckdriver.com ...................................102

and company drivers (26%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000
individuals. As the official publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and profitability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Office Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classified advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land Line’s
Classified Marketplace.

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own t Weekly settlements
t Flexible Dispatch tSafety Award Program

800-255-6285

Circle No. 114 on Response Card

Paola, KS

Since 1958

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
Circle No. 43 on Response Card

Circle No. 80 on Response Card

Circle No. 174 on Response Card

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart....................................................... 101
Debrick Truck Line ..................................97
Show Me Trucking ............................... 103
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DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for flatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
Q Support bar
Q Weighs only 20 lbs.
Q Extends to 53 inches
Q Folds to 33 inches
Q 18-Inches wide
Q Anti-skids steps
Q Non-pinch hinge
Q 400 pounds capacity
Q Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

Circle No. 69 on Response Card

Visit us at MATS Booth #17144

Circle No. 261 on Response Card

ATTENTION:
1st Security Financial BMC-85 Trustor Deposits
1st Security Financial Corp. is very pleased to announce the success of the “1st Security
Financial Trustor Deposit Account” at First Western Trust Bank. 1st Security Financial
voluntarily established this account in 2016 to assure our customers that 100% of their trust
deposits are liquid and in a segregated account.

tHold all of our Trustor Deposits
tHeld by a third party trust company in a separate account
tFully Insured
tNot be subject to the claims of 1st Security’s creditors
tSubject to a security interest for the benefit of the Trustors
tLiquid in order to guarantee timely payment of claims and redemptions
The “TDA” or “Trustor Deposit Account” service is consistent with our tradition of leading
the way in adopting what we believe are the best practices in the industry. 1st Security
has been an independently owned and operated BMC-85 provider since 2003. We are not
DI¿OLDWHG ZLWK DQ\ RWKHU %0& SURYLGHU :H KDYH DOZD\V RIIHUHG WKH KLJKHVW TXDOLW\
professional services in the business, and we will continue to do so.

Please visit us at 1stsecuritycorp.com

1st Security Financial Corporation…securing your trust since 2003
1335 Dublin Road Suite 217-D, Columbus, OH 43215 (614) 487-8584, Fax (614) 487-8590
Circle No. 242 on Response Card

Drop Today – Cash Today

Circle No. 111 on Response Card
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XFactors Financial

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor
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ARE YOU A SOLE PROPRIETOR?
If so, park your truck RIGHT NOW and don’t drive
another mile until you incorporate your business!

Call 855-810-4114 now or
visit www.corpcapinc.com

Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.
CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH:

[[[PIKEG]ßRERGMEPWIVZMGIWFM^

tGetting Money
tCPA Tax Planning
tBookkeeping Services tAsset Protection
tLiving Trusts
tEquipment Leasing
tAnd More!

Circle No. 202 on Response Card

LEVEL THE
PLAYING FIELD.

Our Customers Say It Best . . .

IF YOU ARE PART OF THE
CLASS ACTION,
WE CAN BUY YOUR INTEREST,

“I was a sole proprietor until I incorporated my
business with CCI. Now they do the bookkeeping
and taxes for my business, and I literally save
thousands of dollars every year.”

paying you now and bearing the case risk so
you won’t have to wait. Please see us at

www.appellateadvance.com

– Robert Dowdy of Cisco Group, Inc.

or call us at 312-286-4066

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Lodding, President/Owner
-BLF&BTU%SJWFt-BT7FHBT /7

Circle No. 238 on Response Card

Circle No. 139 on Response Card

NEEDED:

O/Os who want
to make money!
All types of equipment
We will get you paid in all major lanes
LightSpeed Dispatching offers freight
dispatching to O/Os across the nation.
We will get you TOP DOLLAR
on all freight movements. Call us now.
PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY DISPATCHING SERVICES

LightSpeed

Bus: 703-360-4524
Cell: 703-200-8045

Dispatching

Email: rogerdeansnell@yahoo.com

Circle No. 265 on Response Card

Circle No. 45 on Response Card

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers t Stacks
Bugshields t Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens tDash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers t Fenders
Mudflaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years
Circle No. 158 on Response Card
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1-888-780-4894
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ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES

900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-find tubes
also available.

made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!

tGlider Kits
tMandrel Bent
tFast, low-fee
shipping!
t#1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545
www.bhtubes.com
Circle No. 58 on Response Card

Van Alstine “G-1000” Tire Groover
Patented Design
Made in
USA

Take advantage of the thousands of
miles remaining in your tires
Fast
Circle No. 213 on Response Card

Accurate

Easy

VAN ALSTINE MFG. CO., INC., TRAPPE, PA

www.vanalstinemfg.com

610-489-7670

SUPPLIER TO MAJOR TIRE MANUFACTURERS
Circle No. 121 on Response Card

Circle No. 199 on Response Card

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
,QFRPH7D[3UHSDUDWLRQ
%RRNNHHSLQJ
,563UREOHP5HVROXWLRQ
//& ,QF)LOLQJV

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!
Circle No. 144 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace
100 LAND LINE

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com
Circle No. 179 on Response Card
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Visit us at MATS Booth #17144

Circle No. 248 on Response Card

Circle No. 79 on Response Card

Daily News
and Information
for Truckers
Circle No. 119 on Response Card

Tune In Daily
7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

Sirius XM 146
Circle No. 235 on Response Card
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS
Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transflo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

*'".&.#&3t00*%"$03103"5&4611035&3t"11307&%#:$)30#*/40/50'"$5035)&*3-0"%4)"6-&%#::06
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CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00

• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com
Circle No. 122 on Response Card
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If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,

Circle No. 2 on Response Card

then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

Got a ticket? Fight it!

95%

t$%-1SPUFDUJPO
t$POmEFOUJBM
t/BUJPOBM$PWFSBHF
t/P.FNCFSTIJQ

Protect your CDL

SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

O100% waterproof
OMade from high-quality vinyl
OAffordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

Weather
oppers, Inc.

Circle No. 219 on Response Card

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to
over 215,000
industry
professionals
15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!
Circle No. 161 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace!
102 LAND LINE

Call 800-444-5791
to speak to
an advertising
representative.
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TruckMiles

®

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a specific area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” – Lorne Daigle

Circle No. 86 on Response Card

IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

O File back years taxes
O Amended tax returns
O Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
O Penalty abatements
O Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
O Release of tax liens & levies

CPA

America Counts
on CPAs

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

SM

OCalculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
OPractical & Shortest truck
routing methods

Corporate
Supporter

ODriver expense tracking
OFull color maps

Circle No. 166 on Response Card

OMultiple stop and location
entries

Need Drivers

Need O/Os

in Western MO & Eastern KS

in MO & Eastern KS

Vacation Pay & Holiday Pay
Health, Dental
and Vision Insurance
Simple IRA Retirement Program
Flexible work schedule

- TRUCKING & FREIGHT, INC.

Longevity Bonus
Weekly Pay
Flexible work schedule

Our operating area is roughly a 600-mile radius of Kansas City
All O/Os and drivers have weekends home

Call 800-824-3822 or visit www.showmetrucking.com

OProfit margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax

Circle No. 44 on Response Card
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TRUCKING COMMUNITY PAGE

Congratulations to Koch & Sons Trucking and
its drivers on their charity drive!
They raised $5,000 for their 2017 SCF sponsorship.
“Once again we had a successful Charity Drive and raised
$5,000. We share with our drivers that this is both a charity to
support and a benefit to our drivers. Keep up the great work!”
– William Rihanek at Koch & Sons

We can’t do it without you!
Support drivers today by going to
TruckersFund.org and making a donation.

Corporate Sponsors: Travel Centers of America t Red Eye Radio t Nemo Entertainment t NAIT t OOIDA
Blue Tiger t Watkins Christian Foundation t Ambest t Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
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For more information about the St. Christopher Truckers Development & Relief Fund, please send a letter to SCF, P.O. Box 30763, Knoxville, TN, 37930
or call 865-202-9428. The website is TruckersFund.org, and the email address is contact@TruckersFund.org.

Join us at MATS where we’ll be
grilling and raising money for Camp
Quality Kentuckiana. You can
also find us at Booth 40549 at the
Kentucky Expo Center!
TruckersUnitedforCharities.org

Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to fill your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

“Truckers and friends helping others one mile at a time.”

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY

The organizations featured in this section are not directly or officially affiliated with OOIDA or Land Line Magazine.

For more information call OOIDA’s Membership Department at 800-444-5791
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ADINDEX
Many of our advertisers will send you more information if you complete and return
the Reader Response card. Circle the number(s) on the response card that
correspond to the advertisers below.
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By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to the Indiana state
legislature, and specifically
Rep. Mike Aylesworth, R-Hebron,
for introducing a bill earlier this
year that would do away with
split speed limits on interstate
highways in that state.
The bill would authorize trucks
to travel 70 mph on rural stretches
of interstates and the Indiana Toll
Road. Anyone with an ounce of
common sense knows that speed
differentials are just a plain bad
idea.
This marks the third time since
2013 such legislation has been
introduced. While the other
two efforts never made it out of
committee, here’s hoping the
third time is the charm and the
dangerous speed differential will
be gone from Indiana’s roads
once and for all.

ROSES to the Love’s Truck Stop
in New Baden, Ill., for creating
a very special day for a man
with developmental disabilities.
According to Community Link – a
group out of Breese, Ill., that works
with folks with special needs helping
them to learn, find a job, and live on
their own – a man named Larry was
asked if he could go anywhere in the
world, where would it be?
Larry’s answer was simple. He
wanted to go to the Love’s Travel
Stop and watch the trucks pull in.
According to a post on Community
Link’s Facebook page, Larry did
just that with a group of his friends.
He talked with a truck driver and his
wife, and the pair shared stories and
sang songs. The folks at Love’s also
sent him a gift bag full of all sorts of
trucking-related items. The pictures
on Facebook showed Larry grinning
from ear to ear, and we were too.
ROSES to Averitt Express, a
trucking company out of Cookville,

rulemaking – included sleep apnea
as one of the areas for examiners to
review. Trouble is the FMCSA has no
rule regarding sleep apnea testing
and appears to be trying to use this
rulemaking as a backdoor to creating
one without going through the legally
required rulemaking process.
You may have thought you could
slip that one by the goalie, FMCSA,
but the goalies here at OOIDA carry
some pretty big sticks. LL

Tenn. – for its continuing efforts
to employ military veterans in the
trucking industry. This company was
recently recognized by the Missouri
Division of Workplace Development
with the Flag of Freedom honor for
its commitment to hiring military
veterans.
According to a news release, more
than 20 percent of Averitt’s current
employees have served in the military.
What’s more the company has
pledged to add 1,200 more veterans
to its ranks by 2020. That’s pretty
impressive.
We’ve always known the military
and the trucking industry go hand
in hand, and it’s good to see
companies like this sharing in that
belief.
RAZZBERRIES to the FMCSA for
trying to circumvent the rulemaking
process on sleep apnea. In a brief
filed earlier this year as part of an
ongoing legal action, OOIDA pointed
out that in its final rule requiring
certified medical examiners to use
a new medical form the agency
included a list of medical criteria
for medical examiners to review in
deciding whether to certify drivers.
That list – which was not included
in the initial notice of proposed

OOIDA Life
Member BJ Reino
sends out some
RAZZBERRIES to
a rest area along I-40
near Dandridge, Tenn. BJ was
there back in January after a
big snowstorm. She posted a
video of what she found there
on Facebook, and you can
see that the walkway on the
side where the cars park is
spotless. Completely clear and
free of snow and ice. In the
video, BJ walks through the
welcome center and goes to
the other side where the trucks
are parked, and the walkway
is an absolute mess. Packed
hard with snow and ice.
BJ said it was not cleanable
at that point because the
snow had been packed
down so much and iced over.
What’s worse, she says the
car parking was level with
the building but on the truck
side you had to walk up a
slope to get to the building.
Not cool, Tennessee. That’s
just dangerous. At least the
parking areas were clean,
but it’s lucky some truckers
didn’t slip and have a nasty
fall on their way in to use the
rest room. Talk about giving
truckers a frosty welcome. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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