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EDITOR’SPAGE
Jami Jones MAnAGInG EDITOR

The time is (h)ours
Every once in a while, one us of
here at Land Line gets stumped for a
headline on an article. To solve the
problem, we might hold a headlinewriting contest. To call it a contest is
misleading. These days, it means we
go to the radio staff bullpen and
bring in Terry Scruton to close the
deal. The guy has a knack for
writing headlines better than most
writers I’ve been around during my
entire career in journalism.
The headline above was one of his
suggestions for the article on Page
20. The article obviously talks about

Truckers do amazing
things. Every single
day. I know that’s not
news to any of you, but
there are times when
we need to step up and
celebrate together.
the efforts to reform the hours-ofservice regulations. However, what’s
cool about it and this time in history
we are living in is we didn’t wind
back up at the HOS rulemaking
trough thanks to a lawsuit. Drivers
made this happen. That’s a big deal.
So, being proud of the fact that the
time is ours, meaning the drivers –
with the fun play on the homonym
– was too good not to share, even if
it was a bit complicated for prime
time on the article itself.
Well done, Mr. Scruton. We tip our
headline writing caps to you once
again.
Truckers do amazing things. Every
single day. I know that’s not news to
any of you, but there are times when
10 LAND LINE

we need to step up and celebrate
together about some of the cooler
things that you guys do out there on
the road.
Wendy Parker wrote a piece on
the remembrance of Sept. 11 for
Page 54.
Not to steal from all of the other
noble acts and memorials to that
tragic day, but, dear readers, when
we share with you how great we
think truckers are, this article is a
perfect example. You are patriotic
and committed to your job – from
the solemn and sober task of
delivering a load as precious as
Flight 93 wreckage and passenger
remains to the bread that feeds us.
We only hope that others see this
article, too. Mike Broaddus could be
on the road next to anyone and their
family right now, delivering a less
emotional load. But he, as all of you,
will be doing it with the same
professionalism as he did for the
grieving families of the fighters on
Flight 93.
While we’re on the subject of
truckers and the heart they put in
their jobs, here’s another one that’s
not somber at all. Associate Editor
Mark Schremmer brings you the
story of Dakota “Bubba” Cadd. The
now 16-year-old has cerebral palsy
and Dandy-Walker Syndrome and a
serious case of being a trucker
superfan.
His wheelchair didn’t stop him
from connecting in a very big way
to truckers going up and down the
highway in front of his Wisconsin
home and around the country. One
small act of kindness from a lone
trucker who took notice and took
time to stop led to a giant
celebration for this special young

man. Read about it on Page 58.
You would think, with drivers
being so wonderful, that the talk of
eliminating their jobs would slow
down. Or at least you would hope
that it would.
Contributing Editor-at-Large John
Bendel has landed one heck of a
new source. You first heard from
him in Land Line in the July issue,
Dr. Alain Kornhauser. Short version
of the July Gizmos and Gears
article: Kornhauser is not a fan of
platooning.
Fast forward to Page 68. Bendel
talks in depth with Kornhauser about
the rush to automation in the
trucking industry. As you might
guess, Kornhauser thinks the race is
misguided. Check it out. You’ll
enjoy hearing from an Ivy Leaguer
who “gets it.”
Speaking of things truckers don’t
like, let’s chat about tolls.
Specifically tolls in Florida. What a
mess that has been. Staff Writer
Tyson Fisher tackles the SunPass
saga and boils down who is mad at
who and who is not getting the job
done. Flip to Page 64 for the scoop.
There’s a lot more in this issue.
We’ll get you ready for the midterm
elections, update you on UCR fees
for 2019, introduce you to OOIDA
Board Member Terry Button, and
much more. After you digest it all,
be sure to swoop by Dashboard
Confidential by Dave Sweetman and
Roses and Razzberries by Terry
Scruton in the back.
They are joined by Wendy Parker,
who will write a new, recurring
column, Strange Things and Filthy
Lies, each issue. She completed the
Land Line hat trick of snark and
humor to send you on your way. LL
OCTOBER 2018
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Commentary
Distribution centers know your
time is valuable, but do they care?
OOIDA member Mark Mounsey’s family
has owned and operated trucks since
Wendy Parker
before he was born. MSM Transport,
STAFF WRITER
out of Huntington, Ind., has 16 company
trucks, 38 trailers and 14 leased owneroperators. They haul everything from eggs to building
supplies and have done so for more than three decades.
In late August, Mark posted an interesting photo from
the receiving office of McLane Co. in Temple, Texas. The
sign states, “Our company does not write time in/time out
on any BOLs.” The picture caught my eye. I wondered
why, beyond just being difficult, McLane would refuse
to write, stamp, or
acknowledge time in
McLane is certainly
and out on any bills
not the lone offender of lading.
Before we go any
when it comes to
further, let’s establish
“understanding”
that a lot of brokers
require time in and
that your time is
out noted on bills of
valuable and actually lading for detention
pay. When you’re
compensating you
invoices
for that valuable time. submitting
as an independent or
owner-op, brokers
don’t ask for your HOS records. They ask for your bills
of lading, and the time stamp or notation on the bill
determines hours paid for detention time.
So you can understand why my thoughts went
immediately to “being difficult.” This was a grocery load.
Grocery wait-times are notoriously lengthy on third-party
brokered loads. It was also McLane, which doesn’t have
the greatest word-of-mouth reputation for being Johnnyon-the-spot among experienced drivers.

In an effort to clarify and perhaps further understand
why McLane would refuse something as simple as writing
or stamping the dock time on bills of lading, I called the
receiving department.
(Side note: While this piece isn’t about my experience
with McLane, I feel like it bears noting that after more
than an hour of listening to their recorded message – “We
realize no one likes to wait on hold…we care about your
time…a representative will be with you shortly” – I do
not believe the statement to be true or factual in any way,
shape or form.)
In the end, after all the waiting, the McLane Co. declined
to comment.
Mark Mounsey showed up on time for his appointment.
He was made to wait several (unpaid) hours. He then had
the pleasure of being extorted – I mean, unloaded – by
a lumper service. Asking the company who made the
appointment in the first place to write the actual time it
took to complete the appointment doesn’t seem so
far-fetched.
Mark took the whole thing in stride. He didn’t contact
me – I contacted him. He wrote the times in and out
himself, and he’s on an ELD, so they’re electronically
recorded. The point is, a company who professes to “care”
so much about your time, and “realizes no one likes to
wait on hold,” certainly doesn’t act like it when it comes to
making a driver’s life a little easier.
McLane is certainly not the lone offender when it comes
to “understanding” that your time is valuable and actually
compensating you for that valuable time.
Just be advised, stories like this aren’t unique to McLane.
If you’re negotiating freight rates, you’ll want to take
the lumper fees and load times into consideration. Make
sure to ask for compensation that reflects enough profit to
forget about the “difficult” nature you might encounter. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
OCT. 28, 1992
The 1,480-foot Leif Erickson Tunnel opened on Interstate 35
in Duluth, Minn., to complete the highway, which stretches
nearly 1,600 miles from Mexico all the way to Canada. The
highway was originally proposed in 1958.
OCTObER 2013
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration released
crash data for 2011 that revealed truck drivers were often
the victims of another driver’s mistake during a fatal crash.
12 LAND LINE

In 89.7 percent of the fatal crashes involving large trucks, no
moving violations were recorded. In the 325 deaths involving
passenger cars rear-ending a truck, 96 percent of the driverrelated factors were assessed to the passenger car.
OCT. 2, 2017
A survey was released that showed 60 percent of U.S.
fleet operators still had not started using electronic logging
devices. The mandate for ELDs was set to go into effect on
Dec. 18, 2017.
OCTOBER 2018
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ATA honcho responds weakly
to NYTÕs list of trucking troubles
John Bendel

In August, The New York Times
whacked the American Trucking
Associations with a 2-by-4. The
following week, the ATA picked itself up off the floor
and responded. Sort of.
In a lead editorial on Aug. 12 titled “The Trouble with
Trucking,” the Times took on the case of the American
truck driver and “the
reality of a grueling,
The Times pointed underpaid job.” It
wasn’t a tossed off
out the industry
opinion. It was the
suffers from a
lead Sunday editorial.
driver turnover
It was not at all
rate of 95 percent. friendly to Big
Nothing about that Trucking.
in Spear’s letter.
ATA CEO Chris
Spear, America’s
primary Big Trucking
spokesman, responded with a letter to the editor that
appeared a week later, on Sunday, Aug. 19. Chris did not
come out swinging. It was more like whimpering.
The New York Times editorial said, “Many truck
drivers are paid on a per-mile basis, which means that
some ... earn less than the federal minimum wage of
$7.25 an hour.” Further, the editorial noted, “Some even
wind up owing trucking companies money because a
truck lease, insurance, fuel and other expenses can add
up to more than their per-mile reimbursement.”
Chris didn’t address that.
The Times said “Not only is the trucking industry’s
low-cost strategy hard on workers, but some experts say
it also makes roads less safe by compelling workers to
drive when they should rest.”
Chris didn’t address that either.
The Times pointed out the industry suffers from a
driver turnover rate of 95 percent.
Nothing about that in his letter.
“If the industry raised wages, it’s clear that employers
would find a larger labor pool,” said the editorial.
“Instead, lobbyists for the industry are pushing the

cOnTRIbuTInG
EDITOR-AT-LARGE
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Trump administration to lower the minimum age for
commercial driver’s licenses to 18 from 21.”
That was clearly aimed at the ATA, but Chris let it go.
The Times editorial continued: “The government
ought to require that trucking companies and freight
customers compensate drivers for every hour of work,
including the hours spent picking up and dropping off
loads. What’s more, Congress could pass a law making
clear that regardless of how the industry pays drivers …
drivers are entitled to earn minimum wage and overtime
for all of the hours they put in.”
Most ATA members would not like that, but Chris let
that go, too.
So what did Chris have to say?
“Trucking remains one of the few roads in today’s
economy that leads to the middle class without requiring
the financial burden of a college degree,” he wrote. “It’s
a challenging career path, to be sure, but the chance to
see the country while earning $53,000 to $86,000
annually plus benefits represents a significant
opportunity and solid career for millions of Americans.”
Chris then went on to cite recent pay increases.
So we’re on a “path to the middle class”? Actually,
truckers have been middle class for a long time. We
work hard, and we strive. We raise families without
looking for handouts. Our class hasn’t changed, only the
money we earn. Our industry as represented by the ATA
has imposed its own financial burdens.
“See the country?” Sure some of us do, but more
spend most of the time looking at back of the truck up
ahead. There are better ways to see the country.
Solid career? Really? When large fleets have
95 percent turnover?
Let’s face it, there wasn’t much Chris could say about
the credible claims made by The New York Times. From
a PR perspective, it would have been best to simply
ignore the editorial. But then angry ATA members would
be demanding a response. What’s a poor association
CEO to do?
As close to nothing as possible, it seems, which is
exactly what Chris Spear did. LL



have a comment, special concern? Agree or disagree with an editorial? Mail us or email us. Send to Letters to the Editor,
Land Line Magazine, P.o. box 1000, grain valley, Mo 64029 or fax to 816-443-2227. If you would like to email a Letter to
the Editor for use in Land Line Magazine and/or the Land Line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to Letters@LandLineMag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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Tandem Thoughts

Tandem Thoughts is Land Line Magazine’s online home for
opinions, commentary, humor, videos and candid discussions. We
drop honesty bombs, we poke fun, we offer provocative analysis
of news and events of interest to truckers. No topic is off limits.
Tandem Thoughts is also the only place online to follow “The
Parking Zone,” Staff Writer Tyson Fisher’s monthly guide covering
all things truck
parking. From local
ordinances expanding
or prohibiting truck
parking to the “Big
Three” truck stops
adding more spaces,
The Parking Zone has
all the info you need.
Tandem Thoughts also specializes in truth-squadding and mythbusting, like when Associate Editor Mark Schremmer used data
from the Governors Highway Safety Association to highlight why
a federal bill aimed at letting younger drivers obtain CDLs is a bad
idea from a safety standpoint.
Staff Writer Wendy Parker also calls out the ridiculous and
absurd like only Wendy Parker can.
Already an eNews subscriber? Then you’re getting a daily
dose of Tandem Thoughts delivered straight to your email inbox,
absolutely free. Along with all the other need-to-know headlines
from LandLineMag.com, and a link to Land Line Now’s daily
news podcast. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, you can go
to LandLineMag.com, click Join/Subscribe and select the Daily
eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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FMCSA administrator
encourages comments
on HOS rulemaking
The rules FMCSA has made in recent
years take the worst habits of the
worst drivers. Believe it or not, the
majority of drivers out here have the
skills to know when to rest, sleep or
drive. But the actions of a few dictate
how the rest are treated.
David Rickels
‘Minibus’ includes ELD, split
sleeper berth related provisions
At least it looks like one person in
Congress gets it. Rework the HOS to
make it more flexible like it once was.
Strict compliance isn’t worth a hoot
if you’re complying with inflexible,
dangerously stupid laws.
Bobby Atkins
CBS places spotlight on kindness
of truck drivers
First time I had tears of joy for a
while.
Mouse
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FMCSA seeks specific input
on HOS reform
Detention rate needs to be minimum
$100 an hour, (and it should) pay
after two hours.
Craig Day
Time to comment on HOS reform;
OOIDA releases ‘how to’ video
Go back to the 1939 rules, and leave
us the hell alone.
Bruce Smith
Dropping the age requirement will
have nothing to do with veterans. It
will have more to do with cheap labor.
Seth Cranford
If there was a shortage, there
wouldn’t be all this garbage freight
clogging up the boards.
Wade Jameson
Hundreds of truckers added
to lawsuit against Oklahoma
trucking company
It’s 2018. Are people still falling for
the lease-purchase scam?
Matt Love

Appellate court rules trailer
manufacturer not liable for side
underride crash
This could all be fixed if idiots quit
using their phones and learn how to
drive.
Bob Rutherford
There’s no technology to prevent bad
drivers or to prevent stupidity!
John Sokol
OOIDA: Results of military pilot
program shouldn’t be used to
reduce minimum driving age
If you need the load moved, it’s
worth paying for. If you need a driver
to wait with a load, it’s worth paying
him for that too. When the wheel
stops, the clock doesn’t. Nor should
the driver’s pay.
Scott Transpo
Installing (underride guards) on
trailers is going to negate the mileage
benefit of side skirts.
Gene Richardson
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
Land Line offers polls on its website at LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions on issues of interest.
Here are some recent polls and their results.

How often have you been charged a
penalty for being late to a shipper or
receiver in the past 12 months?
Not at all ..............................................................65%
Once or twice.......................................................19%
Happens all too often ...........................................16%

Do you wiggle or firmly pull credit card
readers at fuel pumps to see if it has
been tampered with by thieves trying
to steal your card information?
Most of the time...................................................24%
Every once in a while ...........................................20%
Did not think to do that .........................................56%

How much time on average per day
do you look for truck parking?
Not enough to worry about ...................................43%
30 minutes or less................................................30%
About an hour ......................................................23%
A couple of hours .................................................... 4%

What tools do you use
to plan where to park?
Smartphone app ..................................................18%
Parking directory ..................................................... 6%
Traveler information website..................................... 1%
Roadside signs........................................................ 3%
At shipper/receiver or arranged ............................... 6%
Just search and hope for the best .........................66%

Do you run hazmat loads?
No, they usually don’t pay enough for the hassle ..61%
Yes, there is a pay bump that makes it worthwhile .22%
Hasn’t come up....................................................17%

check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click in one
of the circles to indicate the answer that best ﬁts your opinion.
When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you up-to-date results,
with your opinion included.

The Best Information on Trucking Radio

Listen anytime,
anywhere, on
any device.
Get the in-depth information
you’ve come to rely on at
LandLineNow.com or on
your favorite podcast app.
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Of course you can always tune
in daily at 7pm EST, and 4pm
PT on Sirius XM Channel 146.
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INDUSTRY NEWS

HOS conversation
For the first time
in recent history,
truckers – not
so-called safety
groups and
litigation – are
driving changes to
hours of service.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

F

or the first time in recent
history, the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration
is considering changes to the hours-ofservice regulations without a lawsuit in
play.
The agency opened a rulemaking
to consider changes to the hours-ofservice regulations on Aug. 23. The
strong backlash the agency received
after the electronic logging mandate
went into effect is the genesis for the
consideration of change. The rigidness
of the current regulations paired with
down-to-the-minute monitoring of
compliance, rather than the 15-minute
increments allowed on paper logs, has
truckers screaming, “enough.”
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association saw the toll of
the situation before it really ever even
started and was prepared to push the
agency toward reform. On Feb. 13, the
association filed a petition requesting
the agency initiate the rulemaking.
That petition, along with pressure
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from drivers and other groups, did the
trick.
“So I’ve got to tell you we wouldn’t
even be here having this conversation
were it not for the petitions that
were received, especially from the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association,” FMCSA Administrator
Ray Martinez told Land Line Now after
the proposal was announced.
“As you know we’ve been on an
aggressive listening tour over the last
four months trying to get feedback that
we could put on paper for an advance
notice of proposed rulemaking, and
that’s what led us to where we are
today.”

What’s being considered?
The agency is considering a variety of
options, some of which were proposed
by OOIDA. The Association pressed
the agency to consider giving truckers
the ability to stop the 14-hour on-duty
clock up to three hours if they so
choose. Also, the Association called
for the elimination of the mandatory
30-minute rest breaks.

Another proposal being considered
allows drivers to split up the 10-hour
off-duty period in as many increments
as they choose, so long as none is
shorter than three hours. That proposal
also asks the agency to nix the
30-minute rest break.
In addition to taking comments on the
two petitions, the agency floated some
more possible changes.
n Expanding the current 100 air-mile
“short-haul” exemption from 12
hours on duty to 14 hours on duty,
in order to be consistent with the
rules for long-haul truck drivers;
n Extending the current 14-hour
on-duty limitation by up to two hours
when a truck driver encounters
adverse driving conditions;
n Revising the current mandatory
30-minute break for truck drivers
after eight hours of continuous
driving; and
n Reinstating the option for splitting
up the required 10-hour off-duty rest
break for drivers operating trucks
that are equipped with a sleeperberth compartment.
OCTOBER 2018

shifts
WhatÕs missing?
The short answer: lawsuits.
The hours-of-service regulations
have been revised and tweaked four
times since 2002. Each time has been
in response to litigation. Saying that
the agency has struggled to make
everyone happy is another way to look
at it.
So-called safety advocates want less
driving time, more off-duty time and an
unforgiving, rigid rule. Truckers want
more flexibility to navigate the everchanging situations they face every day
on the road with congestion and with
delays at shippers and receivers.

“As you know we’ve
been on an aggressive
listening tour over the
last four months trying
to get feedback that we
could put on paper for
an advance notice of
proposed rulemaking,
and that’s what led us to
where we are today.”
– FMCSA Administrator Ray Martinez

The latest revision of the regulations
back in 2013 were spurred by a lawsuit
filed by International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, Public Citizen, Advocates
for Highway and Auto Safety, and the
Truck Safety Coalition.
As the agency is doing with the
current proposal, listening sessions
were conducted. Trucker after trucker
stood at the microphones and pleaded
continued on Page 97

OCTOBER 2018

Increased flexibility will lead to
improved safety, truckers say
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The message is clear. Truck drivers
want more flexibility within the hours-ofservice regulations.
During the FMCSA’s hours-of-service
listening session at the great American
Trucking Show in Dallas this past
August, many truckers suggested an
increase in flexibility will promote an
increase in safety.
“one size doesn’t fit all,” said ooIDA
board Member Steve Davenport.
“ninety percent of the freight moved is
by small trucking companies, and all
they’re asking for is flexibility and some
common sense. Safety is my concern.”
Earlier in August, FMCSA announced
an advance notice of proposed
rulemaking to consider changes to the
current hours-of-service regulations.
The listening session in Dallas was the
first of three opportunities for truckers to
sound off on the topic to the agency.
“Since I started, all I kept hearing is
that we needed more flexibility in hours
of service,” FMCSA Administrator ray
Martinez said.
“The advance notice of proposed
rulemaking is a formal way that we
seek guidance from the public, from
stakeholders, drivers and motor carriers
on any potential rule that we might
engage in.”
The owner-operator Independent
Drivers Association helped lead the way
toward changes in the hours-of-service
regulations as it issued a petition to
FMCSA on Feb. 13. In the petition,
ooIDA pushed for flexibility within the
14-hour duty clock and elimination of
the 30-minute rest break.
Several truck drivers echoed ooIDA’s
requests.
“we’re looking for some way to
encourage safety and have some
flexibility in the system,” said Tom
Chavez, a truck driver based out of
Texas. “If you have a flat tire, you have
about a three-hour window. right now
if you have a problem on the road, your
day is shot. you might as well come

back home and start over the next day.”
Chavez also explained why the
30-minute break doesn’t work for most
truck drivers.
“The 30-minute break is kind of
obsolete,” he said. “nobody is hungry
at a certain time. It’s kind of ludicrous
to say that you’re mandated to take a
potty break. you know if you’re older
and you’re on the road that if you have
to go, you have to go now. not 30

“Since I started, all I
kept hearing is that we
needed more flexibility
in hours of service.”
- FMcSA Administrator
Ray Martinez
minutes from now. I have to go now.”
Dick Pingel, an ooIDA board
member, touted the Association’s plan
that would allow drivers to take a rest
break once per 14-hour duty period for
up to three consecutive hours as long
as the driver is off-duty.
“Every time that I take a break for
safety, I’m penalized because of the
14-hour rule,” Pingel said. “our rule
would give us those extra three hours,
because nine times out of 10 when
you’re sitting – at on (or) off duty –
you’re taking a break anyways.”
Danny Schnautz, an ooIDA senior
member, suggested the FMCSA let
experienced, professional drivers prove
how an increase in flexibility could
improve safety.
“we have a chance to learn about
what is really working for the proven,
safe truckers,” Schnautz wrote in an
online submission. “Since strict hoS
compliance can at least conceivably
be counter to safe operation in
many cases, will FMCSA let some of
the supersafe, experienced drivers
participate in a two-year pilot program
with dramatically increased hoS
flexibility?” LL
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TheFAQsof
personal conveyance
FMCSA’s Joe DeLorenzo talks
new regulatory guidance on
Land Line Now.
By Land Line staff

he clampdown on hours of service with the
mandated use of electronic logging devices
underscored a critical need for flexibility for truck
drivers. Within two months of the hard enforcement
of the logging mandate, the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration loosened some wording in
the enforcement guidance
regarding the use of personal
conveyance.
While the flexibility and
intention was appreciated by
truckers, it created another
wave of confusion.
FMCSA’s director of
enforcement and compliance,
Joe DeLorenzo, understands
the confusion and visited
with Land Line Now Senior

T

“

“FMCSA does not want drivers to
put themselves into a situation
where they feel unsafe because
they are somewhere without
adequate lighting, facilities or
whatever the case may be.”

”

– FMCSA’s Joe DeLorenzo,
director of enforcement and compliance

Correspondent Terry Scruton about the revised guidance.
That segment is now available via the Aug. 20 podcast.
DeLorenzo told Scruton that before you talk about the
ins and outs of the guidance, the place truckers need to
start is to look in the regulations.
He explained that the original guidance came out
in 1988, but with the advent of the electronic logging
mandate the need for change really came to light.
“When evaluating that duty status, a driver just has to

ask themselves, ‘Am I moving my commercial motor
vehicle for my own personal purposes and not for the
commercial purpose of moving this load?’ If so, then
that can be considered off duty or personal conveyance,”
he said.
Scruton went on to ask common questions being
fielded by OOIDA’s Business Services Department. The
questions and DeLorenzo’s answers, which are edited for
brevity, are detailed below.
Question: I’m a one-truck motor carrier and relieve
myself from duty when I unload at a receiver. Can I
use personal conveyance to go home?
Answer: No. This answer applies to any driver,
company or owner-operator. It’s important to know
when you are making a trip that the trip is both the
delivery and the return. Even if the return is empty. So
wherever you started from and return to, that makes the
complete interstate trip. That time is considered on duty
or on-duty driving.
Question: How far can I run on personal
conveyance and under what circumstances?
Answer: There is not a specified limit. You go back
to the basics. What is personal conveyance? It’s personal
time. So if you’re off-duty and the movement of that
commercial motor vehicle is for your personal purposes,
there really aren’t any limits on time or distance.
There’s a caveat: before you go back out on the road,
make sure you have adequate rest.
Question: Do I have to keep the guidance and
interpretation in the truck with me when I am taking
advantage of personal conveyance?
Answer: Not necessarily. What is recommended to
drivers when they are talking to an officer during a
roadside inspection is to communicate it clearly that
you are on an off-duty period for personal use when the
electronic log is showing the truck moving during that
time period.
Question: My ELD doesn’t have a personal
conveyance option. How do I log it?
Continued on Page 98
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OOIDA supports reducing redundancy, asks
that savings go to driver training programs
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association submitted formal
comments regarding FMCSA’s
proposal to make it easier for drivers
to upgrade a Class B commercial
driver’s license to a Class A CDL.
While OOIDA agrees with the
agency’s efforts to reduce redundancy
in the certification process, the
Association wants the proposal to
eliminate a loophole that would allow
some Class B drivers to upgrade
without ever taking the courses
included in the new entry-level driver
training regulations.
FMCSA’s notice of proposed
rulemaking, which published in the
Federal Register in June, would
reduce the training time and costs for
Class B drivers to receive an upgrade.
Under the proposed rule, eight
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theory instructional units (Handling
and Documenting Cargo,
Environmental Compliance Issues,
Post-Crash Procedures, External
Communications, Whistleblower/
Coercion, Trip Planning, Drugs/
Alcohol, and Medical Requirements)
would no longer be required for Class
B CDL holders who are upgrading to
a Class A CDL. However, the units
would remain a requirement for an
individual who is attempting to
obtain a Class A CDL and does not
already hold a Class B CDL.
Beginning on Feb. 7, 2020, those
training classes will already be
required in order to obtain a
Class B CDL.
Drivers who obtain a Class B CDL
before Feb. 7, 2020, would be able to
upgrade to a Class A without ever
taking these courses if this becomes
a rule.

“OOIDA favors the elimination of
these duplicative requirements
beginning on Feb. 7, 2020, and
believes the cost savings from the
rulemaking should be reinvested into
entry-level driver training programs,
specifically behind-the-wheel
instruction,” OOIDA wrote in its
comments submitted on Aug. 28.
“However, commercial drivers with
a Class B CDL prior to Feb. 7, 2020,
should not be exempt from the
training requirements discussed in
this rulemaking. FMCSA should not
arbitrarily exempt drivers from
critical training based on the
timeframe in which they obtained
their CDL.”
FMCSA estimates that drivertrainers would realize an annual costsavings of $17.1 million, while motor
carriers would receive an annual cost
savings of $1.04 million. LL

OCTOBER 2018

FEDUP

OOIDA: Results of military pilot
program shouldn’t be used to reduce
minimum driving age
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

In comments to the FMCSA regarding a pilot program that
would allow young military veterans to drive in interstate
commerce, the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association said it hopes the program will be used to
benefit veterans rather than as a test case for reducing the
age requirements.
In July, the FMCSA issued a notice of proposed
information collection regarding a pilot program to allow
truck drivers with military experience ages 18, 19 and 20 to
drive in interstate commerce. Currents regulations require
interstate drivers to be at least 21 years old.
OOIDA filed its formal comments about the pilot program
on Sept. 4.
“OOIDA is proud
to
have approximately
“Previous research has
50,000 military
shown that most drivers
veterans as members
under the age of 21 ‘lack
and supports
government initiated
the general maturity, skill
programs that promote
and judgment that is
veterans entering the
necessary in handling
trucking profession,”
commercial motor vehicles.’” the Association wrote.
Ð OOIDA “OOIDA agrees that
military experience
often lends itself to a successful career within the industry.
However, we have some reservations about lowering the
age of drivers to address a perceived driver shortage.”
OOIDA contends that the problem has to do with large
fleets’ inability to retain drivers. A recent report from the
ATA said the turnover rate for large truckload carriers was
94 percent.
Without a shortage, there appears to be little justification
for reducing the general age requirement.
“Previous research has shown that most drivers under
the age of 21 ‘lack the general maturity, skill and judgment
that is necessary in handling commercial motor vehicles,’”
OOIDA wrote. “While military experience may offset
these scientific findings, the structure of the proposed
pilot program will make it difficult to determine safety
performance of under-21 veteran drivers compared to the
rest of the industry.
“Any findings from this pilot program should only be
used to infer the success or failure within the scope of
veteran drivers. The results should not be applied to any
broader efforts at lowering the minimum driving age.” LL
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By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

T

he regulation of glider trucks
is a perfect example of how
small-business owners often pay the
biggest price for hasty policies, the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association testified during a House
subcommittee hearing in Washington,
D.C.

Collin Long, OOIDA director of government
affairs, testified on behalf of the
AssociationÕs members.

The Environment and Oversight
subcommittees of the House
Committee for Science, Space
and Technology held a hearing in
September to evaluate the impact of
glider truck regulations.
“Too often, Washington pursues
regulations with little regard
for the practical implications or
understanding of how they will affect
our members,” OOIDA Director of
Government Affairs Collin Long
told the subcommittee. “The current
discussion surrounding glider kits
perfectly encapsulates this problem.”
Long testified on behalf of
OOIDA’s more than 160,000
members.
The Obama administration’s
Phase 2 greenhouse gas emissions
rule rolled back the use of glider
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vehicles, which are remanufactured
truck engines in new truck bodies. In
November 2017, the Environmental
Protection Agency proposed to
repeal emission requirements for
gliders. The proposal was met with
opposition from environmentalist
groups and hasn’t become a rule.
OOIDA has been supportive of
the glider industry, contending that
gliders give small-business truckers
an affordable option when compared
to new trucks. According to the
Association, gliders are at least
25 percent less expensive than new
commercial motor vehicles and
can save owner-operators tens of
thousands of dollars.
“Since 2002, federal emission
reduction standards have increased
the cost of new trucks between
$50,000 and $70,000,” Long said.
“As a result, purchasing a new
vehicle has become prohibitively
expensive for small-business owners.
“Unfortunately, our members who
have purchased new trucks with the
latest emission reduction technology,
have found them to be incredibly
unreliable.”
Alongside the inflated costs of new
trucks, Long said OOIDA members
have to cope with expensive repairs
and the lost revenue caused by not
having the truck on the road.
Gliders, however, are more reliable
and are less expensive to maintain,
Long said.
“Drivers typically purchase glider
kits with remanufactured engines,
because it allows them to diagnose
and repair mechanical issues without
the need for a dealer technician or
specialized equipment,” he said.
A glider truck’s fuel efficiency over
new trucks also was touted.
“A glider kit’s reliability extends
beyond routine maintenance, as fuel
efficiency either closely matches

or, in some cases, exceeds a new
truck’s,” Long said. “On average,
each of our members purchase over
19,000 gallons of fuel per year. An
increase in fuel efficiency by just 1
mile per gallon would save almost
3,000 gallons of diesel per truck.”
In addition to Long’s testimony,
the House subcommittee heard
from experts regarding EPA’s
implementation of the rule and the
validity of recent emissions studies
on gliders.
But while most of the comparisons
revolve around how gliders and
new trucks affect the environment,
OOIDA said most of its members
don’t consider new trucks as an
option. Without gliders in the market,
Long said, most small-business
truckers will either look to continue
driving their current truck or purchase
a used truck.
“A lot of our members are forced
to drive their current trucks into the
ground before they even consider
replacing them,” Long said. “These
trucks aren’t necessarily any
cleaner than a glider kit, which
they can at least specify with better
aerodynamics, better fuel efficiency.
The choice for our members is
whether or not to continue with their
current truck or purchase a glider
truck because they can’t afford a new
truck.”
OOIDA said it hopes the voice of
the independent trucker doesn’t get
lost in the discussion of whether or
not gliders remain an option.
“We think this is just another
example of smaller businesses getting
lost in the discussion and allowing
a government entity and a large
corporation to dictate the outcome
when our members are going to bear
the largest burden, whether it be cost
or possibly even running them out of
business,” Long said. LL
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OOIDA testifies in support of gliders as
affordable option for small-business truckers
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Voters to decide on
transportation issues in 10 states
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Connecticut

Election Day is one month away, and voters
in states around the country will cast ballots
on efforts that cover transportation.
California
Voters in California will get the final word on whether
they want to keep vehicle tax and fee increases imposed a
year ago.
Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law a year ago a 10-year,
$52 billion transportation funding deal to benefit state and
local roads, trade corridors, and public transit.
As of Nov. 1, 2017, the diesel tax increased by 20 cents
and the gas tax was raised 12 cents. Other vehicle fees
went up Jan. 1, including an increase from 4 percent to
5.75 percent in sales tax applied to diesel purchases.
The additional taxes and fees do not end there. Another
7.5-cent gas tax increase is scheduled in July 2019.
All tax and fee rates also are indexed to inflation to
allow for increases in future years.
Proposition 6 on the fall ballot would nix the tax and
fee increases. In addition, the state’s constitution would
be amended to prevent any future increases without a
statewide vote.

Colorado

Florida
Voters throughout the state will decide whether they want
to make it more difficult for their legislators to increase
taxes.
State law now allows a simple majority of the Florida
Legislature to enact new taxes or increase existing tax
rates.
Amendment 5 on the fall ballot would require a twothirds vote of legislators in both statehouse chambers to
enact new taxes or increase existing tax rates. The change
would amend the state’s constitution.
Passage of the amendment on the Nov. 6 ballot would
require 60 percent approval by voters.
The rule would be applied to taxes that include sales,
fuel, alcohol and driver’s licenses.
The requirement would not be applied to fees or taxes
collected by a county, municipality, school board or
special district. Taxes or fees increased during times of
emergency would also be exempt.

Louisiana
Amendment 4 on the statewide ballot would end the
dedication of revenue from the Transportation Trust Fund
to state police for traffic control.
The fund was setup to collect revenue from all state fuel
taxes. Available revenue is used for road and bridge work,
a stateside flood-control program, ports, airports, transit,
state police, and the Parish Transportation Fund for parish
governments.
If approved by voters, the state constitution would
be amended to end the practice of moving
funds to state police.

© gustavofrazao - Fotolia.com

Two competing measures on the fall ballot would fund
transportation projects.
Proposition 109 would issue up to $3.5 billion in bonds
to fund 66 road and bridge projects. Money could not be
spent on mass transit projects.
Proposition 110 would increase the state’s 2.9 percent
sales tax by 0.62 percent to 3.52 percent. Nearly half of
the tax revenue would be dedicated to transportation work,
including multimodal projects. Another 40 percent would
be earmarked for direct distributions to local governments
for their own transportation projects. The remaining
15 percent would be used for multimodal transportation
work.
The tax increase would sunset in 20 years. It is expected
to raise $767 million annually.

A question on the November ballot will ask voters whether
to amend the state’s constitution to create a “lockbox” for
transportation revenue.
Passage would prohibit the state legislature from
spending money in the special transportation fund for
anything other than transportation purposes.
The account is funded by the fuel tax, motor carrier road
tax, petroleum products gross earnings tax, certain motor
vehicle receipts and fees, motor vehicle-related fines, and
a portion of state sales tax.
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Maine
The fall ballot will ask voters whether to approve millions
in bonds for transportation uses.
Question 3 will ask voters about a plan to fund
$106 million in road and bridge work, and other
transportation purposes throughout the state.
Passage of the
transportation bond
As states struggle
initiative would result
to find road funding in $80 million in
general obligation
solutions, ballots
bonds for construction
around the country
and maintenance
take the decision on of highways and
bridges. The state’s
taxes, bonds and
ports, harbors, transit
dedicated funding to and freight rail, and
bicycle and pedestrian
the people.
trails would receive
$20 million. Another
$5 million would be applied to culvert upgrades.
The money is used to support the Maine Department of
Transportation’s work plan.

Missouri
Proposition D on the fall ballot allows voters to decide
whether they want to tax themselves to help cover
transportation-related costs.
Passage of the ballot question would increase the state’s
17-cent-per-gallon fuel tax by a dime to 27 cents.
Approval also would authorize the creation of the
Emergency State Freight Bottleneck Fund. The fund
would be used to address traffic problems that affect the
movement of freight.
Passage of the proposition would increase the fuel tax
rate by 2.5-cent increments over four years.
Taxes on alternative fuels would also be raised to
27 cents by 2026.
The state’s fuel tax pays for road and bridge work, but
it also supports the Missouri Highway Patrol.
Approval of the ballot question would also result in new
revenue from the tax increase being routed into a fund
dedicated to troopers.
When fully implemented, the state estimates the tax
rate increase would raise $293 million annually for DOToperated roads and $128 million for local roads.
Continued on Page 103
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The majority of state legislatures have
wrapped up their work for this year.
A special thanks to those of you who
followed what took place in your state
and tipped us off on initiatives you
cared about.
Here’s our early fall roundup of what governors
signed into law in recent weeks and of other
items still active. For a complete rundown of state
legislation, visit LandLineMag.com and click on
“Legislative Watch” under the “Important Info” tab.

CALIFORNIA
A bill headed to the governor’s desk would implement
a federal rule that requires people seeking a CDL
to complete a certified course of instruction from a
commercial driving institution or program offered by
an employer before receiving a license. SB1236 also
would establish minimum behind-the-wheel training
requirements as part of CDL training. Class A or Class
B license applicants would need to complete 15 hours of
behind-the-wheel training, of which 10 hours must be on
a public road.
One bill nearing passage would require joint and
several liability for shippers who contract with port
drayage carriers who have unsatisfied judgments
regarding unpaid wages, damages, expenses, penalties
and workers’ compensation liability. SB1402 calls for
creation of a list of trucking companies to show who
has failed to pay final judgments. Retailers hiring port

Mississippi
Gov. Phil Bryant has signed into law two bills to
raise $200 million for roads and bridges. HB1 calls
for diverting from the state to cities and counties
35 percent of sales taxes collected on internet
sales for infrastructure. Passage also permits the
state to borrow up to $300 million annually for
emergency road work and other specific projects.
In addition, as much as $15 million in sports
betting revenue will be applied to transportation.
SB2001 establishes a new lottery to pump up to
$80 million annually into transportation.
Another new law increases the tandem axle
weight for harvest haulers and related loads from
42,000 pounds to 44,000 pounds. The change
applies to loads that include farm goods as well
as gravel, sand, soil and timber. SB2418 allows
84,000-pound gross weights for harvest-permitted
vehicles loading at a point of origin with a scale.
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trucking companies with final judgments would be liable
for future state labor and employment law violations by
these companies.

INDIANA
Gov. Eric Holcomb has unveiled his $1 billion
infrastructure spending plan for 2019. The plan would be
funded by higher toll rates for large trucks accessing the
Indiana Toll Road.
Specifically, starting in October operators of class 3
vehicles or higher would pay 35 percent more for using
the roadway.
About $600 million in new funding would be
earmarked for the completion of the final leg of
Interstate 69, from Martinsville to Indianapolis. The
project’s completion date would also be moved up from
2027 to 2024.
The rest of the revenue would be divided between
various other projects around the state.
PENNSYLVANIA
One House bill advancing through the chamber is a
three-part bill to implement greater state oversight of the
Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission. HB652
would grant the Pennsylvania governor veto power
over actions of the state’s commissioners. A separate
provision in the bill would give the governor 10 days
to invoke veto power over any actions by an individual
commissioner. One more provision in the bill would
require an annual financial and management audit of the
commission by the Pennsylvania’s auditor general and
his New Jersey counterpart.
A bill nearing passage would overhaul how business
is done at the Delaware River Port Authority. SB170
includes a provision that gubernatorial appointees to the
DRPA be confirmed by the Senate. Other changes sought
included would force the bistate agency to provide 30
days public notice before any vote concerning a contract
and adhering to open records laws. Gov. Tom Wolf
vetoed a nearly identical version of the bill in 2016.
A new law already in effect is intended to deter
payment card “skimming.” The devices are attached to
external fuel pump payment card readers and ATMs.
Pennsylvania law has limited prosecutors to levy theft
charges against an individual intending to defraud
the authorized user, the card issuer, or a merchant.
Previously HB1918, the new law criminalizes the act.
The possession or sale of affected devices are included
in the criminal classification.
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RHODE ISLAND
Gov. Gina Raimondo has signed into law a bill
intended to streamline the process to acquire a CDL.
S2763 permits the use of an electronic means of
transmission of the medical certificate required for
issuance of a CDL by the Division of Motor Vehicles.
The medical certification required prior to the issuance
of a CDL will be electronically transmitted to the
DMV.
VERMONT
One new law renews an existing law to continue for
two more years the state’s restriction on the use of
automated license plate readers. S150 extends the twoyear-old law to specify the scanners cannot be used for
parking enforcement or traffic violations. However,
information may be collected for ongoing criminal,
missing person, or commercial trucking investigations
or enforcement. The DMV is authorized to manage a
separate database of scanner data in connection with
commercial vehicle enforcement activities. LL
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New Jersey
Sen. Declan O’Scanlon, R-Monmouth, has introduced a bill
to change the formula for setting speed limits. S2876 would
set speed limits on limited access highways that include
the New Jersey Turnpike and Garden State Parkway using
the 85th percentile formula. The formula bases speed
limits on the rate at or below which 85 percent of drivers
are traveling. Also included in the bill is a provision to
limit fines for speeding violations. Citations handed out for
speeding on a roadway where a traffic study has not been
completed would be limited to $20.
***
A newly introduced bill is intended to limit the effect of redlight cameras.
Titled the “Camera Enforcement Inoculation Act,” S2893
would prohibit the state Motor Vehicle Commission from
providing identifying information for New Jersey licensed
drivers to camera enforcement entities in other states.
New Jersey does not employ the use of red-light cameras
and speed cameras.
Bill sponsors tout that the rule would make it “impossible”
to issue tickets for automated enforcement infractions to
New Jersey drivers. LL
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STATESIDE SPECIAL

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Hundreds of communities across the
nation employing red-light cameras
may want to reconsider.
Two researchers released a study
that suggests there is no evidence
that the cameras reduce total crashes
or injuries. In fact, cameras possibly
lead to an increase in rear-end
crashes, the study findings state.

Starting with a simple
model, the researchers
hypothesized that redlight cameras have
contradictory effects.
Justin Gallagher, an assistant
professor of economics at Case
Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, Ohio, and Paul Fisher, a
doctoral student in economics at the
University of Arizona, Tucson,
looked at red-light camera data in
Houston to see how effective they
were in regards to public safety.
Their findings: Not very effective at
all.
Researchers realized that
intersections are not randomly
chosen to use red-light cameras.
Chosen intersections are typically
more dangerous than others for a
variety of reasons. Crash rates,
therefore, could fluctuate. To avoid
this factor that could skew results,
researchers looked to a city that
eventually removed the cameras after
a voter referendum.
Data was collected from Houston
intersections with and without
cameras before, during and after
cameras were in use. Gallagher and
Fisher estimated that angle crashes
would increase by 26 percent and
other crashes decrease by 18 percent
after camera removal. Data also was
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compared to Dallas, which still has
cameras, and San Antonio, which
never installed cameras.
When compared to Dallas,
researchers found no noticeable
effect on the number of crashes.
There was no break in trend at the
time of installation for any three of
the camera groups. There is also no
clear evidence that removing the
cameras in 2010 increased the
number of crashes.
Compared to San Antonio
intersections, there appears to be a
similar pattern in crash rates as the
Houston red-light camera
intersections. For both Houston and
San Antonio, there was a 50 percent
crash reduction from 2003 to 2010.
However, San Antonio never
installed cameras.
Starting with a simple model, the
researchers hypothesized that redlight cameras have contradictory
effects. On one hand, crashes caused
by running a yellow or red light,
referred to as angle crashes, would
likely decrease. On the other hand,
crashes caused by stopping at red
lights, known as nonangle or rear-

end accidents, would increase.
Effectiveness of the cameras would
depend on the net outcome of the
two.
While the evidence is clear
that installing cameras reduce the
number of vehicles running red
lights, whether or not that has an
effect on total number of crashes
is not as clear. Researchers refer
to other studies that revealed the
vast majority of red-light violations
occurred just after the light turned
red but before cross-street traffic
would enter the intersection.
The research paper refers to a
popular study that found traffic
deaths increase by 30 percent when
there are no cameras. Gallagher
and Fisher also acknowledge the
reduction of vehicles running red
lights, noting that citations peak in
the first year of camera installation
and immediately decline soon after.
They argue that more compliance
does not always lead to improved
safety.
According to the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety, a
proponent of the technology, 421
communities have red-light cameras
as of July 2018, down from 533
in 2012. The institute has not
reviewed the study, according to
Russ Rader, senior vice president of
communications for the Arlington,
Va.-based IIHS.
“There are many studies on redlight camera effectiveness,” Rader
told Land Line. “IIHS has done its
own research, and many universities
and government agencies around
the world have done studies. Every
well-designed study that we know of
shows that red-light cameras reduce
red-light-running violations as well
as fatal and injury crashes. The jury
has been in for years that red-light
cameras are a proven, effective tool
for making intersections safer.” LL
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Study suggests red-light cameras
increase rear-end collisions
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Great truck
insurance rates
and personal service
are yours as an
OOIDA Member.
Friendly, fast, efficient service
for the busy owner-operator.

At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. You are our mission.
For more than 45 years, OOIDA has been
dedicated to developing a comprehensive range
of insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
OOSI is also committed to providing
outstanding, friendly customer service and
fast turn-around.
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy is
bound.
Call OOSI at 800-715-9369 and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
www.ooidatruckinsurance.com.
* Discounts and premiums subject to underwriting guidelines and verification of information.
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NEW JERSEY

Fuel tax rates set to increase Oct. 1

CALIFORNIA

PortsÕ new clean trucks plan requires 2014 or newer engines

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The fuel tax rates in New Jersey are once again on
the rise. As of Oct. 1, a 4.3-cent rate increase is being
charged.
State officials say the
increase is needed
because tax
revenues have fallen
below projections
from 2016. At
that time, state
lawmakers voted
and then-Gov. Chris
Christie signed into law a
bill to nearly triple the state’s gas and diesel rates.
The changes were touted to raise nearly
$2 billion per year to support the nearly depleted
Transportation Trust Fund.
On Nov. 1, 2016, the gas rate was increased from
14.5 cents to 37.5 cents. Two months later, on Jan.
1, the 17.5-cent diesel rate increased to 36.5 cents.
An additional 8-cent increase in the diesel rate was
imposed on July 1, 2017, to reach a total of 44.5 cents.
This fall’s increase in fuel rates bring the taxes for

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

New standards under the Clean
Air Action Plan at the ports of
Los Angeles and Long Beach just
got stricter for those entering the
drayage service for the first time.
Effective Oct. 1, trucks that are
not currently registered in the Ports
Drayage Truck Registry must be
model year 2014 or newer in order
to visit the terminals. The new
requirement does not apply to trucks
already registered and current on
their annual registration dues.
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gas and diesel to 41.8 and 48.8 cents, respectively.
The tax rate adjustments from two years ago were
dubbed as necessary to help the trust fund get out of
debt. At that time, all fuel tax revenue was applied to
debt service.
New Jersey law no longer ties the tax rates to
the price of fuel. Instead, the tax rates are based on
consumption.
The 2-year-old law includes a provision that the
state treasurer increase the tax rate each year to
ensure it brings in revenue needed to pay the bills for
transportation work.
State officials say since the 2016 tax increases took
effect, fuel consumption in the state has declined.
The change is attributed to out-of-state drivers who
no longer buy as much fuel in the Garden State
because the price difference to neighboring states was
eliminated.
Slowing fuel sales have resulted in the state losing
ground on revenues available to pay off continuing
debt. In less than two years, the state estimates the loss
of revenue for the Transportation Trust Fund at nearly
$170 million.
Advocates say the Oct. 1 price increase is necessary
to counter the loss of fuel sales. LL

The Los Angeles Board of Harbor
Commissioners approved the
amendment on June 21. Long Beach
commissioners followed suit on
June 25.
Currently, trucks entering the
ports are required to be model year
2007 or newer. Approximately
half of registered trucks are at
least model year 2010 or newer,
according to a Port of Los Angeles
news release. Registered trucks
model years 2007 through 2013 can
continue to enter the ports until the
state requires replacement in 2023.
According to the Clean Air
Action Plan 2017 update, 2014 or
newer engines were chosen for two
reasons. First, some model year
2010 to 2014 truck engines are not
compliant with the federal 2010
emissions rate because of credits
that engine manufacturers received
to build the engines. Also, model
year 2014 engines are equipped with

on-board diagnostics that will assist
with engine testing and maintenance
compliance. Therefore, trucks with
2014 engines provide the current
cleanest engine emissions level
coupled with on-board diagnostics
to assist in maintaining that level.
The amendment is the latest action
between the two ports under the San
Pedro Bay Ports Clean Air Action
Plan. According to the news release,
this is just the first step of many
to require cleaner trucks under the
2017 update to the Clean Air Action
Plan. Ultimately, the goal is to reach
zero-emissions trucks by 2035.
Upcoming measures include a
registration fee waiver for nearzero and zero emissions trucks. The
ports will also consider charging a
rate for cargo moved by trucks but
exempting trucks that meet the nearzero or zero emissions standards.
Cargo rates may begin as early as
2020. LL
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Trucking company to pay $30k
in sleep apnea discrimination suit
By Land Line staff

The New Jersey attorney general announced this week
that a trucking company must pay a former employee
with sleep apnea $30,000 for failing to reinstate him
despite medical clearance.
Essex County, N.J.-based trucking company P. Judge
& Sons will make the payment to resolve allegations
it fired the former employee despite repeated medical
examinations certifying him as fit for duty, according to
a news release issued Aug. 8 by New Jersey Attorney
General Gurbir S. Grewal and the Division on Civil
Rights.
As part of the settlement, P. Judge & Sons must pay
the former employee, who was not named to protect his
medical privacy, $15,000 for lost wages and $15,000
for alleged pain and suffering. The employee worked as
a yard switcher in Port Newark.
“This case should serve as a reminder to employers
across New Jersey that our law against discrimination
prevents disability discrimination, and we are
committed to ensuring those rights are protected,”
Grewal said in the news release. “In the face of
repeated certifications of fitness for duty by licensed
medical professionals, employers simply do not have
authority to impose their own, uninformed biases and
terminate a person with a disability.”
In March 2015, the employee received a physical
required by the U.S. Department of Transportation,
and he was diagnosed with sleep apnea and placed on
medical leave. After the diagnosis, the employee began
treatment for sleep apnea and a received a new physical
examination. During that exam, he received a onemonth medical examiner’s certificate and was cleared
to return to work.
According to the New Jersey attorney general, the
employee was denied reinstatement by the trucking
company, saying he needed a three-month medical
examiner’s certificate.
After being out of work for seven months, the
employee filed a formal complaint with the Division on
Civil Rights.
As part of the investigation, one of the trucking
company officials told investigators that the employee
was not permitted to resume work because he was
continuing to receive treatment for his sleep apnea,
and the company is “under no obligation to employ
individuals whose health is noncompliant.” LL
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KNOW YOUR BOARD

Know the facts of the day
OOIDA General Vice President Terry Button remembers a time
when, as an independent owner-operator, it was very difficult to
get the facts about trucking regulation.

T

erry Button, a fifth generation
farmer, has been operating
farm trucks since he could reach
the pedals. Today, he carries on
the family tradition, farming 300
acres of hay while also shipping
and brokering hay to supply direct
customers.
Terry ships primarily to racetracks
and feed stores that supply the horse
industry. His customer base is well
established and long-standing. Terry
attributes this to giving the best
possible product and service he can.
“I knew I was never going to be the
biggest, but I wanted to be the best,
and that’s helped me a lot through the
decades,” he said.
Terry joined the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association in
1992. Eventually he decided to run
for the board and was elected by
the membership in 2006. During the
2018 spring board meeting, Terry
was unanimously elected to the seat
of general vice president.
“I saw it as an opportunity to give
some time back to an organization
that helped me get ahead and be
successful. The OOIDA’s board
members are so diverse in their
professional experience. We are truly
lucky to have so many great people
who bring different thoughts, views
and knowledge to the table. The first
time I walked into the board room,
I was so impressed with the amount
of truly great trucking people in one
room.”
In this ongoing series, Land Line
profiles the leadership of OOIDA.
Terry sat down to answer Land
Line’s questions between finishing
the day’s paperwork, showering
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and getting ready to head out from
upstate New York to North Carolina
with a load of hay. Suffice it to say
that Terry is still very much actively
involved in trucking. His “day
job” encompasses everything from
brokering hay to hiring carriers to
hauling loads himself.

Q&A

When did you get your
commercial driver’s license?
“I got my CDL in July 1976. I drove
farm trucks all my life, but I got my
CDL after I graduated from college. I
bought my first truck in 1980.”

they were by the DOT officer as he
met you at the door.”

What kind of freight
do you specialize in?
“I primarily do hay hauling now. I
did agriculture and farm hauling
back when you could mix loads.
There was an art to doing the picks,
loading them correctly, and getting
them from Florida, South Georgia,
South Carolina – places down South
– on time and in good shape to the
customers up in Connecticut. You’d
have cucumbers, peppers, onions,
and they’d expect them, and they got
’em.”

If you could make one
significant change in the
industry with a snap of your
fingers, what would it be?
“Driver training affects the public
safety more than anything we do.
When you go past the mailbox,
you’ve got to be on your ‘A’ game.
I’ve driven somewhere between
three and four million miles, never
been faulted with an accident. It’s
the little things we learn along the
way – when to go 20 miles out of
the way to avoid traffic and wear and
tear on your truck, how to slide your
fifth wheel. Little things that you
accumulate as you gain experience,
using judgement instead of reaction.”

Why did you join OOIDA?
“Well, I joined for the insurance
benefits they had for the owneroperator and small-business
truckers. I got active by receiving
the magazine. Back then it was
very difficult for us to get correct
information about legislation. And
let me tell you, if you didn’t know
the facts of the day when you hit the
scale in Arkansas, you’d be told what

What legacy do you
hope to leave?
“I had the opportunity to work
on the National Freight Advisory
Committee. For two years, we went
to Washington, D.C., and worked to
help improve the trucking industry as
a whole. It was a great experience. I
met some wonderful people and was
able to, hopefully, leave a written
legacy that helped.” LL
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By Wendy Parker, staff writer

MORE FEDUP

FMCSA plans to reduce UCR fees in 2019, 2020
By Land Line staff

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration is
proposing to reduce the fees for the Unified Carrier
Registration plan, according to a notice of proposed
rulemaking published in the Federal Register.
According to the notice, the proposed fees for the 2019
registration year would be nearly 18 percent lower than
the 2017 level. The reason for the reduction is to ensure

FMCSA proposes fees for 2019 to be
$63 for motor carriers and brokers with
zero to two power units. That represents
a $6 decrease from the 2018 fee.
fee revenues don’t exceed the statutory maximum. Fees in
2020 would be roughly 9.5 percent below 2017 levels.
FMCSA proposes fees for 2019 to be $63 for motor
carriers and brokers with zero to two power units. That
represents a $6 decrease from the 2018 fee. It is however,
$10 less than what the UCR board had anticipated needing
to charge for 2019 fees for the smallest of motor carriers.
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“FMCSA proposes reductions in the annual registration
fees states collect from motor carriers, motor private
carriers of property, brokers, freight forwarders and leasing
companies for the UCR plan and agreement for the 2019,
2020 and subsequent registration years,” the notice stated.
“The reduction in fees for subsequent registration years
would range from approximately $4 to $3,565 per entity.”
Proposed fees for 2019:
Number of Trucks
Fee
0-2 ...................................$63
3-5 ...................................$187
6-20 .................................$372
21-100 .............................$1,299
101-1,000 ........................$6,190
1,001 and above .............$60,441
Total revenue from the current UCR plan for 2018 are
estimated to exceed the statutory maximum by more than
$9 million. Collection of UCR 2019 fees is scheduled to
begin Oct. 1.
Collection of 2018 UCR fees was delayed until after the
start of the new year, as the UCR board grappled with a
fee reduction. LL
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OOIDA helps member get $14,400 fine
for overweight load dismissed
The issue focused on
the FHWA’s definition of
a nondivisible load.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

W

Doug Smith (left), an OOIDA member, and driver Jordan Mikesell are all smiles outside Wyoming’s
Uinta County Courthouse after a $14,400 fine for an overweight load was dismissed.

This is how the block was carried on the crane after the citation was issued.

This is how the block was carried in the factory designated place
when the load entered Wyoming.
38 LAND LINE

OCTOBER 2018

Photos courtesy of Doug Smith

ith the help of the OwnerOperator Independent Drivers
Association’s regulatory department
and a clarification from the Federal
Highway Administration, a truck
driver’s $14,400 fine for having an
overweight load was dismissed.
Jordan Mikesell, a truck driver for
Ralph Smith Co., West Bountiful,
Utah, was cited on July 9 after
attempting to enter the Evanston,
Wyo., port with what authorities in
Wyoming claimed was a divisible
load.
Mikesell was hauling a Grove
crane from which the block had been
unreeved and stowed in a place on
the crane that is engineered for the
block to ride during transport. The
driver was authorized to haul the
load from Utah to Wyoming, where
he was to purchase the permit to
travel through Wyoming.
He presented the load and was
told to remove the block from the
secure transport location and either
re-reeve it or put it on another truck.

Mikesell then argued that if the block
was reeved that it would be swinging
over the air tanks and brake valves,
potentially causing an accident.
Mikesell ultimately attached the
block and secured it to the frame of
the crane and was cited for entering
the port with an overweight divisible
load.
Ralph Smith Co.’s Doug Smith,
who is an OOIDA member, decided to
fight the hefty fine.
“I was pretty shocked that they

“That (FHWA) clarification
is what we needed to slay
the dragon.”
Ð Doug Smith, OOIDA member
would call that a divisible load,”
Smith said. “I asked the lieutenant
for the chapter and verse of the
regulation.”
Lt. Dan Wyrick of the Wyoming
Highway Patrol emailed Smith back
regarding his questions and cited a
portion of the regulation that states,
“The operator shall be required to
unload the excess weight, reduce the
excess weight, reduce the excess size,
or otherwise bring the load within
permissible limits and pay all fees for
overweight or oversize under this act
for distance traveled in addition to
penalties provided by law.”
Wyrick added in his email that the
regulation “requires the divisible part
of a load to be removed.”
“We were not close to being over
Wyoming permitted weights for
nondivisible loads as our load entered
Wyoming,” Smith wrote in an email
response to Wyrick. “The Evanston
port personnel required that the old
man (block and hook) had to be
attached and hanging from the crane.
This is not the safest method and
leaves a 500-pound piece of rigging
OCTOBER 2018

suspended over the transport trailer air
tanks and brake valves. What could
happen? It has happened to us before
when the tie back sling failed, and the
block smashed an air tank and brake
valve.”
The federal definition of a
nondivisible means any load or
vehicle exceeding applicable length or
weight limits which, if separated into
smaller loads, would:
• Compromise the intended use of
the vehicle.
• Destroy the value of the load or
vehicle.
• Require more than eight hours
of work to dismantle using
appropriate equipment.
Several states have focused in on
the third part of the definition, saying
that it typically takes far less than
eight hours to dismantle.
Smith contacted OOIDA about the
issue and began working with Trevor
Williams from the Association’s
regulatory department.
Williams was able to inform Smith
that the FHWA confirmed in May
the Specialized Carriers and Rigging
Association’s interpretation of what
constitutes a nondivisible load.
In the clarification, FHWA asserted
that loads may still be defined as
nondivisible if the removal of the
objects will make the load unable to
perform the function and/or unusable
for which it was intended.
A pretrial conference over the
citation was held at the Uinta County
Circuit Court in August. Smith
said the assistant county attorney
quickly dismissed the fine after being
presented the FHWA’s clarification.
“That clarification is what we
needed to slay the dragon,” Smith
said.
“I knew OOIDA was going to do
something to help.” LL
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Tough road ahead for
autonomous vehicle industry
For every step forward
the autonomous industry
makes, it seems to take
another two steps back.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

T

Regulatory issues
A new report from the Governors
Highway Safety Association
highlights potential problems with
automated vehicles that lawmakers
and law enforcement are likely to
face in the not-too-distant future.
The graphic below explains how
automated technology is categorized
per the Society of Automotive
Engineers.
States will need to consider
changes to traffic laws. For Level 4
and 5 vehicles, there is the question
of legal responsibility. More
specifically, laws should be amended
to establish who or what is
responsible for crashes or violations.
Along the lines of traffic

© ilyarexi - Fotolia.com; © martialred - Fotolia.com

echnology has been both a friend
and foe to the trucking industry.
GPS systems make navigation easy.
Conversely, ELDs have exacerbated
issues with hours-of-service
regulations. What about autonomous
vehicles? The jury is still out, but
the autonomous vehicle industry has
taken a few hits as of late.
As stakeholders and local, state
and federal governments continue to

move forward with autonomous
vehicle technology, many questions
remain. Furthermore, setbacks like
Uber’s fatal crash with a pedestrian,
Tesla seeming to abandon the Semi,
and Uber deciding to back out of
self-driving trucks altogether raise
many more questions.
In addition, a series of studies
came out that were not exactly
favorable for the autonomous
vehicle industry. One report
highlighted the regulatory issues.
Another research paper revealed
autonomous vehicles hitting stopped
objects, and yet another report
suggested autonomous vehicles are
“not likely” to displace trucking
jobs.
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violations, some laws may not apply
to certain automated vehicles. For
example, will “drivers” in Level 3-5
vehicles be held to the same
distracted driving standards,
including cellphone use? What
about impaired driving? Will an
impaired occupant in a Level 5
vehicle get charged for a DUI
despite having no control of the
vehicle? The report poses the
questions but does not offer
solutions.
The way police officers go about
their job will likely change as
automated vehicles become more
prevalent. Many criminals have
been caught through routine traffic
stops. However, if every automated
vehicle obeys traffic laws, traffic
stops should drop dramatically. In
fact, criminals could use Level 5
vehicles to transport weapons, drugs
and other illegal cargo.

The number of trucking
jobs will not be
affected by automated
vehicles much, if at all.
Then there’s the question of the
logistics of pulling over a highly
automated vehicle for a traffic stop.
Will a Level 4 or 5 vehicle pull over
for police officers? If so, how?
During the period when both
automated and traditional vehicles
are on the road, law enforcement
may need to be trained on how to
identify automated vehicles.
Many state regulations dealing
with vehicles assume a human
driver behind the wheel. When
Level 4 or 5 vehicles hit the market,
those regulations may become
antiquated.

A major issue is insurance. Will it
be necessary to adjust insurance
requirements? Who is responsible
for violations and crashes? The
vehicle? The software? The driver
or owner? These are questions state
legislators will need to discuss.

Safety
In a report released by the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety, some
Level 2 autonomous vehicles failed
to stop for stationary objects, failed
to stay in lanes, or experienced
safety issues in other ways.
The institute evaluated the 2017
BMW 5-series with Driving
Assistant Plus, 2017 Mercedes-Benz
E-Class with Drive Pilot, 2018
Volvo S90 with Pilot Assist, 2018
Tesla Model 3 and 2016 Model S
with Autopilot. Road and track tests
studied the effectiveness of adaptive
cruise control and active lanekeeping features.
In studying adaptive cruise
control, vehicles were subject to
four series of track tests to examine
how they respond to another vehicle
in front of them stopped and exiting
lanes. One test had the cars going 31
mph toward a stationary vehicle
target with cruise control off and
autobrake on. Both Teslas hit the
stationary target.
With adaptive cruise control on,
the BMW, Mercedes and both Tesla
vehicles came to a slow, gradual
stop, with Tesla cars braking earlier.
However, the Volvo S90 braked just
1.1 seconds before impact to avoid
collision, resulting in a forceful stop.
Another test had the cars
following a lead vehicle that
changed lanes to reveal a stationary
inflatable target ahead with about
4.3 seconds to impact. With cruise
control activated, none of the
vehicles struck the target. The Volvo
Continued on Page 42
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still had a more forceful brake than the other test
cars.
However, results were less favorable for the
technologies away from the track and out on the
road. Every vehicle except the Tesla Model 3 failed
to respond to stopped vehicles ahead on an actual
road.
One problem the Governors Highway Safety
Association addresses is public education of
automated vehicles, or the lack thereof. According
to the report, at least nine surveys from 2016 to
June 2018 reveal that the general public does not
trust or is at least skeptical of automated vehicles.
Even owners of certain levels of automated
vehicles are not sure of the capabilities of their
vehicles. The report mentions that some drivers of
Level 2 vehicles may not monitor the vehicle or
road.
Similar overestimation of a vehicle’s operation
could likely occur in Levels 3-5 vehicles once they
hit the market. Currently, only Level 2 vehicles are
available to the travelling public. Some automakers,
including Tesla and Audi, have announced plans to
introduce Level 3 or 4 vehicles in the near future.

Future projections
Trucking industry stakeholders have been at odds
over how jobs will be affected by automated
technology. A study led by Michigan State
University looked into exactly that. Its findings:
The number of trucking jobs will not be affected
by automated vehicles much, if at all.
Commissioned by the American Center for
Mobility and supported by the Texas A&M
Transportation Institute, the MSU report said a
significant amount of automated vehicles will not
be deployed until the last half of the 2020s, and
those vehicles will likely displace passenger carbased driving jobs.
However, the study said truck drivers aren’t
likely to suffer the same fate.
“Automated vehicle technology could
incorrectly be viewed as a change that will
eliminate driving jobs; however, the more
nuanced assessment is that over the next decade
the innovation will foster broader societal changes
resulting in shifts in the workplace and workforce
demands,” Shelia Cotten, MSU Foundation
professor of media and information, said in a
statement.
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

OREGON

The Governors Highway Safety Association report
concludes that fully self-driving vehicles will happen
eventually but not anytime soon.
According to the report, a Level 2 vehicle contains
up to 100 million lines of computer code.
Comparatively, a Boeing 787 has 6.7 million lines of
code. Software required for a Level 5 vehicle will be
extremely more complex, requiring years of
research, development and innovation not yet
available.
The Governors Highway Safety Association
believes that Level 4 vehicles “will be in use in
some settings and perhaps offered to the public” by
2022. The report also notes there is a general
consensus that there will be several million Level 4
vehicles on the road by 2025 and will no longer be
rare by 2030.
Predictions of percentage of vehicle sales in 2040
range from 94 percent Level 4 or 5 to 50 percent.
One study cited in the report suggests that the entire
vehicle fleet in the United States will not reach
50 percent Level 4 or 5 vehicles until the 2050s. LL

OOIDA says safety first when crafting
autonomous vehicle policy

In August, the Oregon Department of Transportation’s
Task Force on Autonomous Vehicles met for a long-term
policy workshop. Making sure that the needs of truckers are
being addressed, the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association submitted comments to the task force.
In a letter to ODOT, OOIDA President Todd Spencer
pointed out that autonomous technology can drastically
change the trucking industry. Spencer said federal and state
governments need to be careful when drafting policies,
because truckers are likely to be the first to experience
shortcomings in the technology.
U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao recognized that
autonomous technology can present a challenge to the nearly
4 million drivers with a CDL, according to the letter.
“Regardless of their potential, it is important to understand
the safety implications automated vehicles will have on public
roadways,” Spencer wrote. “Despite the various claims that
(autonomous vehicles) will lead to zero deaths, news articles
and case-studies have presented real-world situations in which
automation has devastatingly failed.” LL
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Elections offer

opportunity

The midterm elections this fall will not generate as much attention as
the presidential election from two years ago, but it is no time to sit one
out while you wait for the 2020 elections.

FightingforTruckers.com
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there you can make more informed decisions about who
and what issues deserve your support.
In this, Land Line’s 10th annual special voting section,
you will find information not only on how to go about
voting but on how to take advantage of resources
available to confidently make your own decisions.
Truckers who have not yet registered to vote or
requested a ballot are encouraged to get involved. Visit
FightingForTruckers.com for information on voting in
your home state.
Truckers who do not have web access – or those who
have questions or need assistance – can call the OOIDA
Membership Department at 800-444-5791.
It is worth the effort. Professional drivers have
every incentive to use the information available to
take advantage of opportunities to have a say in who’s
representing them and what issues they support or
oppose.

Your vote
is your voice.
Be heard.
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T

his year alone, more than 80 percent of the nearly
8,000 elected officials at the state and federal
levels of government are up for election. Voters
also will make decisions on issues closer to home.
No matter what you are doing or where you are,
it is almost impossible to avoid campaign messages
attempting to mold your decisions. Candidates and
causes are pursuing all avenues to influence your vote.
Add in the number of groups, friends, family and
more that want to be your source for information about
who and what is on your ballot.
For these reasons, making the effort to research the
issues and the people vying for your vote is the best
way to avoid casting a ballot that could end up leaving
you with buyer’s remorse.
To help ensure that you are satisfied with your voting
decisions over time, do a little research – or find a
trusted source to do most of the legwork for you. From
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Who’s on the ballot?
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This November, voters across the country will cast ballots on important races and
issues. The proof is in the numbers. There are nearly 8,000 elected officials at the state
and federal levels of government. They include both chambers of Congress, governors
and state lawmakers. Of those positions, 83 percent of them are on ballots this fall.
More specifically, in Washington, D.C., all 435 U.S. House seats are on ballots
while 33 – or one-third – of the U.S. Senate seats are up for grabs.
At the state level, the seats of 36 governors are on ballots with 20
incumbents seeking re-election. The gubernatorial elections put trifecta
control on the line in 34 states. Trifecta control is when one party controls
the governor’s seat and both statehouse chambers.
Four of every five state legislators’ positions throughout the country are
also being voted on. There are no state legislative elections in Louisiana, Mississippi,
New Jersey and Virginia. Ballots in these three states will focus on local and federal
offices, as well as questions.

?

Officials on the ballot:
n
n
n
n
n
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State lawmakers & U.S. House
State lawmakers, governor & U.S. House
State lawmakers, U.S. House & Senate
State lawmakers, governor, U.S. House & Senate
U.S. House & Senate
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Strong turnout of voting truckers
sure to help shape trucking’s future
By Mike Matousek
OOIDA manager of government affairs

In November, tens
of millions of voters
across the country
will go to the polls to
vote in the midterm
elections. While
it is impossible to
predict the outcome, voters control
the fate of Congress, state legislatures,
local officials, and numerous ballot
initiatives. The midterm elections
also might reflect President Trump’s
performance, whether good or bad.
In the U.S. Senate, there are roughly
35 incumbents up for re-election this
fall. There are easily enough seats in
play to expand Republican control
of the Senate or for the Democrats to
regain control of the upper chamber.
In the U.S. House, Republicans have
a 236-193 margin of control over
Democrats. Political pundits make
enough predictions about the outcome
of the midterms that some of them are
bound to be right, but at OOIDA we
are just hoping that commonsense,
small-business-minded lawmakers
prevail.
We’ve heard the phrase “elections

Truckers

Take
acTion
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have consequences” quite a bit in
the past two years. That’s because
it’s true. The U.S. House Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure
is chaired by outgoing Republican
Rep. Bill Shuster, so we know that
beginning in 2019 there will be
someone new with the gavel. If
Republicans retain control of the
House, Missouri Rep. Sam Graves

We’ve heard the
phrase “elections have
consequences” quite a
bit in the past two years.
That’s because it’s true.
is the frontrunner to chair the T&I
committee. If Democrats regain
control of the House, Oregon Rep.
Peter DeFazio is expected to control
the gavel.
Thankfully, Rep. Graves and Rep.
DeFazio both have a pretty good track
record of supporting small-business
truckers. But it’s also something that
most people might not think about,
mostly because it’s considered “inside
baseball” (or something only insiders
in D.C. really care about). However,

Communicating with elected
officials is a task that you cannot
afford to step away from. The
importance of your livelihood
dictates constant vigilance of
goings-on at the federal, state and
local levels of government.
At the federal level, OOIDA has
worked to bring truckers together
to turn back over-regulation of
the industry. The Association
recently got the ball rolling with a

it’s something we think about every
single day.
In the coming years, Congress will
once again address federal highway
funding, trucking policies, and
numerous other surface transportationrelated issues. The midterm elections
will determine which party will
have more influence in the decisionmaking process, including issues such
as tolling, speed limiters, insurance
minimums, detention time, hours of
service, and so forth. So, yes, elections
do have consequences.
Earlier this year, OOIDA informally
surveyed our members to ask how
many would likely vote in the midterm
elections; 91 percent said “yes” while
9 percent said “no.” This confirms
to us – and to elected officials and
candidates running for office – that
a majority of small-business truckers
exercise the right to vote, and that is a
great thing.
While we are not going to predict
what will happen in the midterms,
we would be interested to know what
you think. If you have a political
prediction, please email it to mike_
matousek@ooida.com.
As always, thank you for your time
and your support of OOIDA. LL

petition and grassroots outreach
to change hours-of-service
regulations.
The effort resulted in the
FMCSA seeking drivers’
comments on the advance notice
of public rulemaking for changes
to the hours of service.
With the help of the internet,
email and satellite radio, OOIDA
has the capability to relay info
quickly to truckers about the
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Never take elections for granted
By Collin Long,
OOIDA director of government affairs

Elections have
consequences.
Since the phrase
was popularized by
President Obama
following his
2008 White House
victory, it’s become commonly used in
political conversations in and around
Washington, D.C., especially during
campaign season.
From a practical standpoint,
“consequences” in this case means an
agenda that may not be universally
popular. While the phrase may be
slightly obvious and a tad flippant,
it’s a powerful reminder that elections
can never be taken for granted. As
the nation girds itself for November’s
midterm congressional elections, every
trucker should consider these words
before heading to the polls.
This year, the consequences are
paramount. Not only will your local
or statewide election determine who
represents you in the U.S. House of
Representatives and U.S. Senate, it
could very well determine which party
controls the legislative branch in 2019.
In November, Democrats have what
appears to be a strong chance to regain

Association’s campaign and
other important issues. Land
Line Magazine produces daily
news online. Land Line Now
broadcasts on Sirius XM Road
Dog Channel. And OOIDA’s Call
to Action Team is ready to alert
truckers to hot-button issues
being discussed in Washington,
D.C., and in state legislatures
and communities throughout the
country.
OCTOBER 2018

control of both chambers of Congress.
Winning a majority in one chamber
will dramatically alter the agenda in
Washington over the next two years.
Winning both would likely be – well,
I don’t even know what to expect
anymore, but it will be intriguing.
Don’t assume I’m about to make

Have the candidates
running for office in
your area shown any
interest in addressing
the issues that matter
most to truckers – issues
that directly affect your
livelihood and the wellbeing of your family?
a partisan pitch about any individual
candidates or the agenda of one of
the national parties. While it may be
the most talked about element of this
election, I actually think who wins
control is rather inconsequential.
OOIDA’s strength is in its ability to
work with members of both parties to
develop policies that benefit truckers.
We’ll be ready to rock and roll in
2019 no matter who is calling the

Team members with email will
receive the most current updates
on critical issues.
After receiving your alert, it
is essential you contact your
elected official(s), whose
information will be provided; visit
their office(s) for a face-to-face
conversation; when possible,
attend a meeting where they are
present for discussion; or submit
comments. LL

shots in D.C. We just need the right
people in office. This is where I want
you to most closely consider the
consequences of your vote.
Have the candidates running
for office in your area shown any
interest in addressing the issues that
matter most to truckers – issues that
directly affect your livelihood and the
well-being of your family? Do they
understand something must be done to
reduce detention time? Do they know
improving driver compensation is good
for the economy and highway safety?
If there’s a candidate running for
reelection in your district or state,
how have they voted on critically
important measures before Congress,
like delaying the ELD mandate or
removing harmful Federal Aviation
Administration Authorization Act
language from bills? Have they
supported OOIDA’s recent efforts to
provide relief from the ELD mandate
to small businesses or ensure glider
kits remain an affordable option for
truckers?
Sending representatives and
senators to Washington who haven’t
demonstrated any interest in
addressing what matters to truckers
has consequences, and we both know
they aren’t great. Sure, a major part
of my job as an OOIDA lobbyist is
getting these officials to understand,
appreciate and prioritize advancing
your interests, but it’s better for both
of us if they are ready to do it on
Day 1.
The consequences of an election will
always be better for truckers when the
winning candidates have demonstrated
a commitment to helping you. LL
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Make a
difference
Election Day is only a few
weeks away. It is important to
get registered now to ensure
your voice is heard this fall.
Follow these guidelines and
start making a difference.

Deadline to register
Deadlines for voter registration are
all over the map, but in many states
you need to register at least 20 days
before heading to the voting booth to
fill out your ballot. See Page 49 for
your state’s elections office phone
number and web address.

Rules for registering
For most states, you can register to
vote in person or by mail. Depending
on your state, you may be able to
print your registration form from
a website or pick one up in person
from the DMV, local board of

elections office, post office, library
or other locations designated by state
officials.
About three-fourths of all states
either use or are in the process of
taking advantage of the internet
to simplify the voter registration
process.
According to the National
Conference of State Legislatures,
13 states have yet to offer online
paperless registration. The holdouts
are: Arkansas, Maine, Michigan,
Mississippi, Montana, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma,
South Dakota, Texas and Wyoming.
Oklahoma has adopted rules
allowing people to register online but
has not yet implemented the process.
If you reside in Oklahoma, or any
of the states not offering paperless
registration, in-person registration is
the way to go.

Who can vote?
As long as you’re 18 or older, an
American citizen, and a resident of
the state where you’re planning to
register, you have an equal chance
to decide who you want to run your
country, your state, your region and
your town.

Where to vote?
After you’ve sent in your registration
form, your state will mail out details
about your polling place. Some states
will send a voter registration ID card,
which you may be required to show
at the polls. Other states require a
photo ID when voting.
Many states also offer advance
voting, voting by mail and absentee
voting – making it possible for
truckers to have their voices heard no
matter where they happen to be on
Election Day. LL

Registration deadlines
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Illinois *
Indiana
Kentucky
Louisiana
Michigan
Mississippi

Montana *
Nevada
New Mexico
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South
Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Washington

Deadline: Oct. 10-17
Delaware
Idaho *
Kansas
Maine *
Maryland
Massachusetts
Minnesota *
Missouri

New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
Oklahoma
Oregon
Virginia
West Virginia
Wisconsin *

Deadline: Oct. 19-Nov. 5
Alabama
California
Colorado *
Connecticut
Iowa *
Nebraska
New Hampshire *
South Dakota
Vermont
Wyoming *

© mtrommer - Fotolia.com; © ottawawebdesign - Fotolia.com

Deadline: Oct. 5-9

* It is a good idea to have your registration submitted before the earliest deadline date listed for your state.
(Asterisk indicates same-day registration is available, but only if you have a photo ID with your address on it.)
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State-by-state contact information
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
OCTOBER 2018

334-242-7210; 800-274-VOTE (8683)
907-465-4611; 866-952-VOTE (8683);
602-542-VOTE (8683); 877-THE-VOTE (843-8683)
501-682-5070; 800-482-1127
916-657-2166; 800-345-8683; 800-232-8682 (Spanish)
303-894-2200
860-509-6100
302-739-4277
850-245-6200; 866-308-6739;877-955-8773 (Spanish)
404-656-2871; 844-753-7825
808-453-VOTE (8683); 800-442-VOTE (8683)
208-334-2852
217-782-4141 (Springfield); 312-814-6440 (Chicago)
317-232-3939; 800-622-4941; 866-IN-1-VOTE (461-8683)
515-281-0145; 888-SOS-VOTE (767-8683)
785-296-4561; 800-262-VOTE (8683}
502-573-7100; 800-246-1399
225-922-0900; 800-883-2805
207-624-7736
410-269-2840; 800-222-VOTE (8683)
617-727-2828; 800-GO2-VOTE (462-8683)
517-373-2540; 888-SOS-MICH (767-6424)
651-215-1440; 877-600-VOTE (8683)
601-359-9372; 601-576-2550; 800-829-6786
573-751-2301; 800-NOW-VOTE (669-8683)
406-444-4732; 888-884-VOTE (8683)
402-471-2555
775-684-5705
603-271-3242
609-292-3760; 877-NJ-VOTER (658-6837)
505-827-3600; 800-477-3632
518-474-6220; 518-473-5086; 800-FOR-VOTE (367-8683)
919-814-0700; 866-522-4723
701-328-4146; 800-352-0867 ext. 328-4146
614-466-2585; 877-SOS-OHIO (767-6446), ext. 2
405-521-2391
503-986-1518; 866-ORE-VOTE (673-8683)
717-787-5280
401-222-2340
803-734-9060
605-773-3537
615-741-7956; 877-850-4959
512-463-5650; 800-252-VOTE (252-8683)
801-538-1041; 800-995-VOTE (995-8683)
802-828-2464; 800-439-VOTE (439-8683)
804-864-8901; 800-552-9745
360-902-4180; 800-448-4881
304-558-6000; 866-SOS-VOTE (767-8683)
608-266-8005; 866-VOTE-WIS (868-3947)
307-777-5860
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alabamavotes.gov
elections.alaska.gov
azsos.gov/elections
sos.arkansas.gov/elections
sos.ca.gov/elections
sos.state.co.us
ct.gov/sots
elections.delaware.gov
election.dos.state.fl.us
sos.ga.gov/elections
hawaii.gov/elections
idahovotes.gov
elections.il.gov
indianavoters.in.gov
sos.iowa.gov/elections
voteks.org
elect.ky.gov
sos.la.gov/electionsandvoting
maine.gov/sos
elections.state.md.us
www.sec.state.ma.us
michigan.gov/vote
sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting
sos.ms.gov/elections-voting
sos.mo.gov/elections
sos.mt.gov/elections
www.sos.ne.gov
nvsos.gov/elections/
sos.nh.gov
njelections.org
sos.state.nm.us
www.elections.ny.gov
ncsbe.gov
sos.nd.gov
sos.state.oh.us
ok.gov/elections
oregonvotes.org
dos.state.pa.us/votingelections
sos.ri.gov/elections
scvotes.org
sdsos.gov/elections-voting
sos.tn.gov/elections
votetexas.gov
elections.utah.gov
sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx
sbe.virginia.gov
sos.wa.gov/elections
sos.wv.gov/elections
myvote.wi.gov
soswy.state.wy.us/elections
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Cannot vote on
Election Day?
Do it in advance

Absentee voting
About two-thirds of all states
(34) offer “no-excuse” absentee
voting – meaning you do not
have to give a reason why
you want to cast an absentee
ballot. Other states either allow
permanent no-excuse absentee
voting or allow voters to cast
absentee ballots only under a
limited set of circumstances.
Absentee ballots – or even
permanent absentee ballots –
can be requested by contacting
a county clerk, county auditor,
county registrar or supervisor
of elections, or the board of
elections – depending on the
state.

Early voting
Some type of early voting
is offered in 37 states. It
allows voters to simply decide to
vote early.
No-excuse early voting differs
from absentee voting. Voters
may visit an election official’s
office – or in some states other
satellite voting locations – and
cast ballots in person.
The time periods for early
voting vary by state. The average
starting time for early voting
is about three weeks before
Election Day.
Mail voting
Colorado, Oregon and
Washington run their elections
entirely by mail. Each of those
states send a ballot to every
registered voter prior to Election
Day. In addition, at least 22
states allow certain elections to
be held by mail. LL

For information on getting
an absentee ballot or to find
out if your state offers early
voting, contact your local
elections office or secretary
of state’s office. See the
state-by-state contact
information on Page 49.

Preparing to make
your choice on Nov. 6
As with all midterm elections, this year’s
campaigns have become a battleground of
positions and claims. By now, you probably
want to know how you can impartially research
your choices. Fortunately, Land Line has
researched multiple websites to provide you
with ways to do that.

Ballotpedia
Ballotpedia describes itself as the online
encyclopedia of American politics and elections.
It was founded in 2007 and is sponsored by
the Lucy Burns Institute, a nonpartisan and
nonprofit organization in Middleton, Wis.
Its goal is to inform people about politics by
providing accurate and objective information

about politics at all levels of government.
According to its website at Ballotpedia.org, it
covers local, state and federal politics and is
firmly committed to neutrality. Their content
includes accurate, verifiable, neutral info on
government officials and the offices they hold.
Also on the site, you can get an early look
at what’s on your local ballot. In addition to
measures on the ballot, information is available
for smaller elected officials like sheriffs, clerks,
judges, and school boards.

Vote Smart
Vote Smart is a nonprofit, nonpartisan research
organization that collects and distributes
information on candidates for public office.
It was founded in 1992 and has tools on its
VoteSmart.
org website
to help you
“find your
political soulmate” via its “Vote Easy” feature
and prepare yourself for big elections like the
Continued on Page 52
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Driving over the road on
Election Day is not a reason
to sacrifice your vote. A
professional driver can still make
his or her voice heard back home
and help set the course on issues
at the national, state and local
levels of government.
All states allow advance
voting. It’s a perfect setup for
professional drivers. Some states
allow mail-in ballots, commonly
referred to as absentee ballots.
Other states allow voting in
person at locations leading up
to Election Day. This is known
as early voting. Some states
even conduct certain, if not all,
elections by mail. Your local
elections office or secretary of
state’s office should have details.
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Absentee ballot request deadlines
Deadlines to request an
absentee ballot range from
early October to Election
Day. The exception is
Minnesota, where there is
no deadline for absentee
ballot requests.

October2018
Sunday

Monday

7

8

note
States with an

Tuesday

Calendar dates signify mail request ballots only.

*

have a different deadline to request ballots in person. (See below)

Wednesday

Thursday

9

10

11

12

Friday

13

Saturday

20

Washington *

Permanent
absentee ballots
According to the National
Conference of State
Legislatures 17 states make
available permanent absentee
ballots for at least certain
voters. States with permanent
absentee ballots available for
all voters:
Arizona
California
Hawaii
Minnesota
Montana
New Jersey
Utah
At least 10 other states offer
permanent absentee ballots
for a limited number of voters.
They include:
Alaska
Connecticut
Delaware
Kansas
Massachusetts
Mississippi
Missouri
Nevada
New York
West Virginia

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Arizona
Idaho
Nebraska
Texas

Alaska *
Iowa

28

29

30

Arkansas *
California
Request in
Hawaii
person deadline Kentucky
in Washington
Maryland *
Nevada
New Jersey *
New York *
North Carolina
Pennsylvania
Tennessee
Virginia *
Indiana *

31
Florida *
Missouri
Oklahoma
West Virginia

November2018
Sunday

4

Monday

5
Alabama *
Connecticut
Delaware
Massachusetts
Montana
New Hampshire *
North Dakota
South Dakota
Vermont
Wyoming

Request
in person
deadline
in the
following
states:
Alaska
Arkansas
Illinois
Indiana
New Jersey
New York
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Rhode Island

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

Illinois *
Maine
Utah

Georgia
Kansas
Louisiana
New Mexico
South Carolina
Wisconsin

Michigan
Ohio
Request in
person deadline
in Virginia.

6

Minnesota
Mississippi

Request in person
deadline
in the
following states:
Alabama
Florida
Maryland
New Hampshire
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one coming up Nov. 6.
According to its website, VoteSmart.org, Vote Smart’s
mission is “to provide free, factual, unbiased information
on candidates and elected officials.” Unlike the 2016
elections, the group no longer charges nonmembers an
annual fee to access its massive bank of information.

Congratulations to the 2018/2019
OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarships winners!

Congratulations!

First place scholarship winner:

Rahul Paul
Pearland, Texas – $2,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Aji Paul

OpenSecrets
OpenSecrets is touted as a nonpartisan, independent
and nonprofit research source to get a good idea about
money’s influence on D.C. lawmakers. The site is run by
the Center for Responsive Politics.
The site provides information on which companies
and lobbyist groups contribute to which candidates.
OpenSecrets also
provides details on local
contributions. Information
is available for who is
doing the giving and who
is receiving.
OpenSecrets includes a browser extension dubbed
Greenhouse. The extension highlights members of
Congress on any webpage. A popup provides “total
contributions and industry breakdown from the current
election cycle.”

Andrew Inda
Rossville, IL – $1,000

Stepson of OOIDA member,
Richard Duncan

Chase Huelle
Stanley, ND – $1,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Myron Huelle

Hanna Ward

Basin, WY – $1,000

Daughter of OOIDA member,
Lonnie Ward

Tony Rice
Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA –
$1,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Gerald Rice

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
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Two more helpful resources for getting you
through the voting process are FactCheck.org
and PolitiFact.com.
FactCheck.org is a self-described nonpartisan,
nonprofit “consumer advocate” for voters that aims to
reduce the level
of deception and
confusion in U.S.
politics. They
describe themselves as monitoring the accuracy of what
is said by major political players in the form of television
ads, debates, speeches, interviews and news releases.
The site is a project of the Annenberg Public Policy
Center of the University of Pennsylvania.
PolitiFact.com, a 2009 Pulitzer Prize winner, is a
fact-checking website that rates the accuracy of claims
by elected officials and others who speak up in U.S.
politics. The site researches statements and rates their
accuracy on the Truth-O-Meter, from true to false.
PolitiFact is run by
editors and reporters
at The Poynter Institute,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
school for journalists based in St. Petersburg, Fla., and
parent company of the Tampa Bay Times. LL
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Laid
to rest

IN REMEMBRANCE

By Wendy Parker, staff writer

OOIDA life member
Mike Broaddus felt
humbled by the somber
task of delivering
containers of wreckage
and remains of the
victims of 9/11 United
Flight 93 to their final
resting place.

Sept. 11, 2001, 8:46 a.m. American Airlines
Flight 11 strikes the North Tower of the
World Trade Center, setting off a chain of
events forever imprinted on the pages of
American history.
Seven crew members and 33 passengers
aboard United Airlines Flight 93 were less
than five minutes into their Newark, N.J., to
San Francisco flight. Little did the crew and
passengers know, among the travelers were
four al-Qaeda operatives, bent on committing
an act of terrorism against the United States
of America.
Four commercial passenger airplanes
were hijacked that day. Two were crashed
into the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers
in New York City, one into the Pentagon in
Arlington, Va.

Construction of the Tower of Voices, a 93-foot tall
structure with 40 wind chimes representing all the
victims of the flight – was completed earlier this
year and was formally dedicated in September.
(Photo courtesy of the National Park Service)
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Of the aircraft hijacked on Sept. 11,
United Airlines Flight 93 was the only
plane that did not reach its hijackers’
intended target.
According to the 9/11 Commission,
the passengers became aware of
the other hijackings. One of the
passengers, in a phone call from the
plane, said they had taken a vote on
whether to rush the terrorists in an
attempt to retake the plane.
“They decided, and acted,” the
commission’s report states.
A heroic crew and passenger revolt
against the terrorist hijackers, this

brave offensive is credited by the 9/11
Commission as leading to the decision
by the hijackers to crash Flight 93 into
an unpopulated stretch of land near
Stonycreek, Pa.
“(The pilot’s) objective was to
crash his airliner into symbols of the
American republic, the Capitol or the
White House,” the 9/11 Commission
report states. “He was defeated by the
alerted, unarmed passengers of United
93.”
The plane crashed at 10:03 a.m.
There was no loss of human life on the
ground.

“(The pilot’s) objective was to
crash his airliner into symbols
of the American republic, the
Capitol or the White House.
He was defeated by the
alerted, unarmed passengers
of United 93.”– 9/11 Commission
All passengers and crew perished.
All innocents aboard received the
Congressional Gold Medal on Sept.
11, 2014.
The wreckage, in secure storage
since the Federal Bureau of
Investigation concluded its on-site
investigation of the crash in September
2001, was recently relocated back
to the crash site. Surviving family
members requested this be the final
resting place for their loved ones.
On June 21, 2018, four tractortrailers hauled crates containing those
remains to a restricted area accessible
only to the victims’ family members.
OOIDA life member Mike Broaddus
was one of the drivers involved
in hauling the containers from
Continued on Page 56

Left: Army troops salute one of the containers
transporting portions of Flight 93 and remains
of the victims as it is off-loaded at the private
memorial site. (Photo courtesy of Mike Broaddus)

The Flight 93 National Memorial.
(Photo courtesy of the National Park Service)
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IN REMEMBRANCE
From Page 55

Connecticut to Pennsylvania. He describes the trip as a
“very humbling experience” he will never forget.
Broaddus, a 20-plus-year trucking veteran, began his
highway career in the 1980s as a Nevada state trooper.
Experience from his previous job in law enforcement,
coupled with the oddity of having an armed escort for the
welded-shut containers being loaded, prompted Mike to
ask the manager on duty, “What’s the deal?”
Broaddus wasn’t made fully aware of the container
contents and manner of the trip until after arriving to
be loaded. He was informed that the surviving family
members had requested the only remains they had for
their loved ones be returned to the crash site. The Army
prepared sites for the containers to be buried in at an
undisclosed, private area of the crash site.
After 17 years of no tangible remains to bury, these
families would finally have solace in a proper memorial
and burial site. Broaddus considers it a blessing to have
been there to help.
But it wasn’t easy.
Two weeks of torrential rain preceding the scheduled
memorial date complicated road-building efforts necessary
for the Army to provide access to the site. Mike was
hauling the first load. He knew from experience there was
a distinct possibility of getting stuck, especially with the

The makeshift road leading to the private resting ground for the remains
of the plane and crash victims couldn’t handle the weight of the
containers. (Photo courtesy of Mike Broaddus)

muddy conditions and excessive weight on the trailer.
He was right. The road gave way almost immediately.
Broaddus was stuck up to his axles. An Army 6x6 couldn’t
budge it, so they brought in a dozer, chained it up, and
dragged the truck and trailer to the site – backward.
Through the hard work, coordination and determination
of the Army, National Parks Service, local responders and
the professional drivers involved, Flight 93 along with its
crew and passengers now have a final resting place.
In a June Facebook post, Broaddus shared how much it
meant to surviving family members to have that space.

NEED CASH FAST?
First-Time Owner Operators,
Limited Driving Experience and
Less than Perfect Credit

Apply Today!
FREE GIFT*
*Free gift available at closing

OFFICE LOCATIONS

TRUCK AND TRAILER PURCHASES  REPAIR LOAN FINANCING
LEASE PURCHASE BUY OUTS  COMMERCIAL TITLE LOANS

56 LAND LINE

CORPORATE • 623-434-2500
34225 N. 27th Dr. Bldg. 1, Phoenix, AZ 85085
CALIFORNIA • 714-974-9700

4222 Green River Rd., Corona, CA 92878

GEORGIA • 404-975-4800

6604 Tara Blvd., Jonesboro, GA 30236

FINANCIAL SERVICES GROUP CORPORATION

www.MissionFinancialServices.net
OCTOBER 2018

The Army hooked a dozer up to Mike Broaddus’ truck and trailer and pulled
it backward, along with the container containing remains of the plane and
victims, to the private memorial site. (Photo courtesy of Mike Broaddus)

“Worked closely with the Park Service and the Army. All
great folks, but when the victim’s families were so gracious
and went out of their way to thank us, I almost lost it” he
posted to Facebook.
“A living memorial in sound” consisting of 40 wind
chimes is underway at the memorial site with installation
expected to be completed this year. A dedication ceremony
was held on Sept. 11, 2018. Standing at a symbolic 93 feet,
visitors will walk underneath the chimes once they enter
the site.
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Thousands of small pieces of the aircraft were found. Some large pieces
also were recovered, including this section of the fuselage measuring about
6 feet by 7 feet. (Department of Justice)

The chimes represent final installation of the Tower of
Voices, located at the Flight 93 National Memorial, a
2,200-acre park commissioned in 2005 by National Park
Services. The area, once a crime scene, has become a scene
of healing, hope and reflection for a nation who will never
forget Sept. 11, 2001. LL
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ÔA pretty amazing eventÕ
Truck drivers from across the nation unite to throw
a birthday party for a teenager with cerebral palsy.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

D

akota “Bubba” Cadd spends much of his days sitting in
his wheelchair outside his home and signaling for
truckers traveling along Highway 26 in Milton, Wis., to
blow their air horn.
So it’s no surprise what Dakota, a teenage boy who has
cerebral palsy and Dandy Walker Syndrome, wanted to do
when he got in the driver’s seat of the iconic truck from the
TV show “B.J. and the Bear.”
“We thought he might have some difficulties getting into
the truck. Boy, were we wrong,” said Jeremy Wallenkamp,
one of the organizers for 18 Wheels for Bubba. “He got right
up there, sat in the seat, and he hung on that horn.
“I don’t think he ever stopped smiling.”
And why would he? Truck drivers from around the nation
united on Aug. 18 in Milton to throw Dakota the birthday
party of a lifetime. More than 180 trucks and an estimated
1,200 people attended 18 Wheels for Bubba to celebrate the
16th birthday of a trucking enthusiast who most of them had
never previously met.
“It was a pretty amazing event,” said Peggy Cadd,
Dakota’s mother. “Everything about it was awesome. We
didn’t get to talk to everybody, but everyone was absolutely
wonderful.”
Peggy said he has been fascinated with trucks since he was
2 years old and will watch truck convoys on YouTube when
he is unable to go outside to watch the trucks.
Dakota’s appreciation for trucks is what sparked the
18 Wheels for Bubba event.
In July, Mark King, a truck driver for CH Hall Trucking in
Illinois, noticed Dakota watching trucks from his yard and
left a T-shirt and toy truck on his next trip past the house.
The kind act led to a Facebook post from Peggy Cadd and
to more truck drivers wanting to get involved and show their
appreciation for Dakota.
Wallenkamp, an OOIDA member and former truck
driver, started the 18 Wheels for Bubba Facebook group
soon after. A little more than a month after the group started,
about 2,500 members had joined.
“I asked his mother if we could throw a small birthday
party for him,” Wallenkamp said. “I was hoping to get five
to 10 trucks and cook a couple packs of brats. After the first
post, I had five to 10 trucks in a minute. A day later, we had
100 trucks. I never expected this.”
Truck drivers from all over the nation attended the party or
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Dakota “Bubba” Cadd, who has cerebral palsy and Dandy Walker
Syndrome, loves watching trucks drive along Highway 26 from his yard in
Milton, Wis. (Courtesy of 18 Wheels for Bubba Facebook group)

sent gifts for Dakota.
His mother said Dakota received so many gifts that he
could wear a different trucking hat and shirt every day of the
year.
“He was so excited,” Peggy said. “He kept telling us that
he was happy, and he was definitely on cloud nine.”
The party was kept as a surprise from Dakota until the day
of the event. A limo picked up Dakota and his family and
took them to Shilsberg Park in Milton. When they arrived,
all of the trucks were waiting.
“When we pulled in, he looked at me and said ‘me’ as ‘is
this all for me,’” Peggy said. “We said, ‘Yeah. This is your
birthday party, and the truckers came for you.’”
At the party, Dakota opened a pile of gifts that included
the Make-A-Wish Foundation naming Dakota a Wish Kid.
In addition, Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association Board Member Dick Pingel attended to make
OCTOBER 2018

“I don’t think he ever
stopped smiling.”
– Jeremy Wallenkamp, 18 Wheels for Bubba organizer
Dakota an honorary member of the Association.
And, of course, Dakota got plenty of time to look and sit in
some heavy-duty trucks.
Craig Sagehorn, an OOIDA life member, brought his “B.J.
and the Bear” truck, and Mark Hall gave Dakota a ride in his
rig.
“At one point, Jeremy was driving Dakota in the golf cart to
go get him some birthday cake. Dakota loves cake, but he said
no. He wanted to see more trucks,” Peggy said.
The event was later featured on CBS Evening News.
“After it was over, my husband (Rick Cadd) and I talked
about how many people were there and the sacrifices they had
to make to be at our son’s birthday,” Peggy said. “I know
trucking isn’t an easy job, and it just shows you that there are
Dakota’s parents, Peggy and Rick Cadd, help him navigate the 18 Wheels for
some great truck drivers out there.
Bubba event on Aug. 18 in Milton, Wis. About 1,200 people attended Dakota’s
“Dakota has disabilities. We think he’s perfect, but we don’t
16th birthday party. (Courtesy of 18 Wheels for Bubba Facebook group)
always get that reaction. It wasn’t that way on Saturday.
Continued on Page 119
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On a roll

Up-and-coming in the show
circuit, OOIDA member
Kaleb Hammett works the
truck he wins with.
By Wendy Parker, staff writer

M

ost days, third-generation trucker
Kaleb Hammett can be found
“playing in the dirt” with his beloved
Peterbilt 389. Kaleb drives for
Hammett Excavation out of Dodd City,
Texas, a family business founded by his
grandfather in 1963.
“All I ever wanted to do was drive a
truck,” says 21 year-old Kaleb. “I grew
up riding with my dad. We trucked to
get our excavation equipment to the job
sites.”

Kaleb Hammett’s 2017 Peterbilt hauls heavy equipment when it’s not hauling in trophies.
(Photo Courtesy of Pride & Polish)

Kaleb Hammett (Photo by George Parker III)

“It was really special to win in
Dallas with my grandpa’s touch
on the truck. It’s kind of like
having him there, in a way.”
– Kaleb Hammett

Kaleb’s first truck was a 1996
Kenworth W900, and he laughed
about “upgrading to a truck with air
conditioning” when he purchased a
2007 Peterbilt 389 two years ago.
In December of this past year, he
bought a 2017 Peterbilt 389 and put
the 18-speed, 315 Cat-powered iron
to work hauling oversized excavating
giants to job sites all over Texas.
He started hauling in trophies with it
at the Mid-America Trucking Show this
year, kicking off the season in March
with third place in Limited Mileage
Combo at the PKY Show in Louisville,
Ky. The wins kept coming with a
Best in Show at 75 Chrome Shop’s
Wildwood, Fla., event, and a first-place
Limited Mileage Working Bobtail title
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at SuperRigs in Raphine, Va. Let’s
not forget the Best in Show that the
gorgeous Pete snagged in Waupun,
Wis., at Truck-n-Show 2018.
Always humble, Kaleb credits hard
work and help from other people as his
key to show truck success.
“I couldn’t win at any of these shows
without help from people like Evan
Stegar,” he said. “I drove this truck
straight from the muddy work sites in
Texas to Evan’s shop in Wisconsin right
before Waupun. Evan and his crew
worked hard to help me get it ready.”
Stegar, who owns Evans Polishing
and Detail in Chilton, Wis., is well
known to truck show enthusiasts. His
detailing expertise and partnership with
Renegade Products has been key to
more than one winning truck.
“Kaleb is an outstanding young man
who works hard and promotes a really
positive image in the trucking industry.
It’s a pleasure to see him succeed in his
efforts,” Stegar said.
Evan estimates somewhere close to

The custom lug nut covers with his
grandfather’s signature engraved in them made
Kaleb feel like his grandfather was with him.
(Photo courtesy of Kaleb Hammett)

50 hours of prep between Waupun and
Dallas on Kaleb’s truck. Every inch of
the working bobtail was cleaned and
polished meticulously, right down to
the custom lug nut covers.
Kaleb is especially proud of the
covers, inscribed with his grandfather’s
signature. Harry Hammett died
before he could see his grandson fill
the business office with truck show
trophies. The covers, made for him by
Brandon and Amy Wright of Roll-On
Customs, Tulare, Calif., are a nod to the
man who ignited Kaleb’s passion for
trucking.
“It was really special to win in Dallas
with my grandpa’s touch on the truck.
It’s kind of like having him there, in a
way,” he said.
Two days after the Dallas win, he
was right back in the dirt. But he’s
not done showing for the year.
Hammett planned on being at the
Guilty By Association Truck Show in
September and the Truckin’ for Kids
Show in October. LL
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IN THE COURTS

Appellate court rules trailer manufacturer
not liable for side underride crash
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

A trailer manufacturer is off the hook
in a products-liability lawsuit alleging
the company was responsible for a side
underride crash that left a 19-year-old
with severe brain damage. The plaintiffs
argued that an alternative design called
a “telescoping side guard” would have
at least mitigated the injuries.
The alternative design, however, does
not exist.
On Aug. 23, the Sixth District U.S.
Court of Appeals affirmed a Western
District of Kentucky U.S. District
Court’s decision granting trailer
manufacturer Great Dane summary
judgement in a lawsuit filed in 2013.
An amended complaint claimed Great
Dane’s trailer was “unreasonably and
unacceptably dangerous.”
Backing up their claim, the plaintiffs
said “there were safer alternative
designs that were scientifically,
technologically, financially and
economically available and feasible
to Great Dane Trailer that would have
reduced or eliminated the dangers of
side underride.” Because Great Dane
chose not to implement any of these
alternative side guards, the plaintiffs
claimed the company should be held
liable.
The alternative design in question is
what was referred to as a “telescoping
side guard.” According to court
documents, telescoping side guards
slide and expand to “protect the space
opened up when a truck’s sliding rearaxle…is moved toward the rear of the
truck.”
However, both the district and
appellate court disagreed with the claim.
“The problem is that, although
elements of the telescoping design have
existed for some time, and computer
simulations suggest that the design
could work, nobody has ever built
or tested one in the real world,” the

OCTOBER 2018

appellate court opinion said. “In the
context of this case, including the
total absence of real-world, physical,
prototype testing and the fact that
neither of the experts had designed (let
alone built) a telescoping side guard
prior to this litigation, the district court
did not abuse its discretion in excluding
the evidence.”
The case stems from a crash that
occurred in June 2013. Janice Wilden,
19 years old at the time, and her infant
son crashed into the side of a trailer
manufactured by Great Dane. The
tractor-trailer was turning left into the
northbound lanes of the Greenbelt
Highway when Wilden’s car, which
was traveling south on that highway,
struck the left side of the trailer. Wilden
suffered severe brain damage. Her son’s
injuries were not severe.
Wilden and her son’s legal guardians,
who filed the lawsuit for the two,
provided two expert witnesses that
provided testimony about a telescoping
side guard. However, neither expert had
actually built one. In fact, both testified
that, to the best of their knowledge,
no one in the world has actually
manufactured a telescoping side guard.
“It is undisputed that no horizontally
telescoping side guard has ever actually
been built or physically tested, let alone
used in the trucking industry,” court
documents said.
Defending their decision, the
appellate court panel referred to a
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
regarding rear-impact guards, which
are the only impact guards required on
trailers. The panel referenced another
case that noted engineering challenges
in designing a rear guard. Too strong
and the guard will stop cars too quickly;
too flexible and the guard will not
adequately prevent underride. The court
said physical prototype testing helps
find that balance. Therefore, all the
computer simulations mean little. LL
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Truckers for Troops to kick off Nov. 5
By Land Line staff

The Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers
Association is rolling
into the 12th year of its
Truckers for Troops
fundraiser.
The annual campaign,
which will be Nov. 5-9,
generates funds in order to send
care packages to service personnel in
combat zones. Truckers for Troops
also helps a variety of veterans’
facilities in the United States,
including those that assist or provide
housing for wounded, disabled or
homeless service members.
During the campaign period, new
and renewal memberships are
discounted to the special price of $35
– a savings of $10 off the regular
price. Ten percent of the amount paid
during the campaign week will go
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toward the Truckers for
Troops fund, and OOIDA
will then match those
funds.
Truckers for Troops
has been a success
from the start. The first
campaign started with a
modest goal of raising
$5,000. However,
generous truck drivers opened
their wallets and raised more than
eight times the original goal, with a
total of $42,083.
The success shouldn’t be a surprise
as veterans are a huge part of the
trucking industry. More than one-third
of OOIDA members have served in
the military.
Since 2007, OOIDA members have
generated more than a half a million
dollars to send packages to our
country’s troops overseas and
veterans’ facilities in the United

States. Once again Shell has pledged
$2,000.
Land Line Now will air the Truckers
for Troops telethon from Monday,
Nov. 5 through Friday, Nov. 9.
To be a part of it, just call OOIDA’s
main number, 800-444-5791. During
business hours, let operators know
you’re calling about Truckers for
Troops, and they will transfer you to
membership. Phones will be answered
live, and the switchboards will stay
open later than usual, so you can call
until 7:30 p.m. CST.
You can also visit Jon Osburn at the
Spirit of the American Trucker during
the campaign and sign up or renew
your membership.
Individual tax-deductible
contributions to the Truckers for
Troops fund are also welcome and
can be paid to the OOIDA
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation. LL
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.
Introducing a program from OOIDA to assist members to stay
in compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.

With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and
easily establish compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA COMPLIANCE
CONNECTION offers a user friendly system with 24/7 access to your files.
DRIVER FILES:
✓ Review of all forms to ensure they are filled out completely and correctly
✓ Tracks expiration dates such as medical certificates, MVR’s,
CDL’s and will send alert notice before the document expires
EQUIPMENT FILES:
✓ Schedule and track all maintenance
✓ Houses annual inspections, roadside inspections, and DVIR’s
OTHER FILES:
✓ Keeps files and documents organized for user to easily put together records
for New Entrant Safety Audit
✓ Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs, and other resources in an
easy-to- access location
✓ Drug and Alcohol testing information can be stored in the system
Information can be sent confidentially and selectively to an authorized investigator.

Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of compliance recordkeeping and maintenance. Call OOIDA’s Compliance Connection
to find out more.

800-444-5791
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TOLL NEWS

A dark cloud hangs
over Florida’s SunPass
The Florida DOT has been in damage
control mode after a massive failure
with its new customer service system.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

I

t was a rough summer for Florida’s SunPass tolling
system and the Florida Department of Transportation.
For nearly two months, FDOT has been cleaning up a
mess that included approximately 90 million unprocessed
transactions.
The recent fiasco with SunPass began in June. It was
then when FDOT acknowledged that SunPass customers
were either not able to pay their recent tolls or charges
that were available were incorrect.
On June 21, FDOT announced that the Florida
Turnpike Enterprise will not be collecting late fees
or penalties as the rollout of the Combined Customer
Service Center experienced numerous problems. A
maintenance period that was to last only a few days kept
the SunPass system offline for nearly a month.
FDOT Secretary Mike Dew put Conduent State and
Local Solutions, the contractor hired to implement the
customer service system, on notice.
On June 28, Dew sent a letter to Dave Amoriell,
president of Conduent. According to the letter, the system
“continues to not meet the performance requirements of
the agreement.” Among the many operation deficiencies
were the call center, website interface and the
functionality of the mobile app. Perhaps most notable to
customers was the inaccurate processing of transactions.
Some SunPass customers began noticing duplicate
transactions in their account. As a result, FDOT could not
transmit a large percentage of transactions. Dew noted in
the letter that approximately 90 million transactions had
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not been processed because of the lack of reliability with
Conduent’s data.
Dew requested that Conduent provide adequate
assurances within 10 days of the letter that the problems
will be fixed.
Eventually, FDOT got caught up with pending
transactions, but the damage had been done.

The aftermath
Holding the contractor accountable for the problems,
FDOT decided to withhold payments to Conduent until
all of the problems with its Centralized Customer Service
System were fixed. Problems have been fixed, but
Conduent is still on the hook for any overdraft charges
incurred by customers.
However, lawmakers were not content with the
punishment handed down to Conduent. On July 30, two
U.S. senators stepped in.
Sens. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., and Gary Peters, D-Mich.,
sent a letter to FTC Chairman Joseph Simons, requesting
the agency take action against Florham Park, N.J.-based
Conduent State and Local Solutions, for violating the
Federal Trade Commission Act. The act prohibits unfair
practices that causes substantial harm to consumers that
cannot be reasonably avoided.
In the letter, the senators claimed that Conduent had
financially harmed the driving public with their contracts
allowing it to administer and maintain electronic tolling
systems with several state departments of transportation.
Local lawmakers were not satisfied with the shifting
of blame to the contractor. On Aug. 9, Rep. Kristin
Jacobs, D-Coconut Creek, sent a letter to Gov. Rick
Scott, requesting the removal of Dew as FDOT secretary.
Jacobs’ letter to the governor came after three previous
letters to Dew went unanswered.
“Your hand-picked leader to oversee our state’s
transportation department is willfully acting in
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All of this transpired in less than two
months despite the whistle being
blown by a truck driver four years ago.

subordination of these requests,” Jacobs wrote in the
letter to Gov. Scott. “The disrespect this secretary has
shown is beyond reproach.”
All of this transpired in less than two months despite
the whistle being blown by a truck driver four years
ago.

Trucker’s lawsuit
OOIDA member John Northrup, a trucker from Plant
City, Fla., is no stranger to the inefficiencies of SunPass.
In 2012, Northrup said he noticed he was being
charged for six or seven axles on his five-axle combo.
After getting nowhere with SunPass, Northrup filed a
lawsuit against FDOT in 2014.
FDOT and Northrup eventually settled. Part of the
settlement included FDOT notifying customers of
possible overcharges. About a year after the lawsuit
was filed, FDOT signed a contract with Conduent for a
customer service platform dealing with transactions.
In the official settlement, FDOT agreed to post
language conspicuous to customers advising that
the department strives to provide the best equipment
possible, but errors in charges may occur, so customers
should review for accuracy.
Northrup’s settlement with FDOT was signed in
September 2016. Conduent signed the contract with
FDOT in November 2015. FDOT denies Northrup’s
claims regarding a connection with his lawsuit and the
contract with Conduent.
“The Centralized Customer Service Center (CCSS)
contract was not a result of the Northrup lawsuit,”
FDOT spokeswoman Kim Poulton told Land Line.
Some of Northrup’s toll transactions were among the
90 million unprocessed transactions. As of Wednesday,
July 18, 11 of his transactions have posted. Of those 11
transactions, he claims six are incorrect, and that the
reason for the overcharges is the same as it was more
than four years ago: too many axles.
Despite the ongoing problems and warnings from
fellow truck drivers that going after FDOT would be a
fruitless effort, Northrup is still convinced it was not for
nothing.
“If nobody fights, it just goes on and on and on,”
Northrup said. LL
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Your card.
Your savings.
Your OOIDA membership card
gives you more than 90 discounts,
rebates and more.
25%
Cobra Electronics offers OOIDA members 25% off
CBs, portable power and dash cams. Cobra has
been developing electronic products for professional
drivers for over 50 years.

Rig Expense
Tracker

$
Kenworth offers OOIDA
members a $1,000 rebate on
the following models:
• T680 and T880 with a 52-inch or larger
sleeper
• T660, T800 and W900 gliders with a 72inch or 86-inch sleeper
Both new stock and special order vehicles
qualify. Must be delivered by Dec. 31, 2018.

1000

30%

Rig Expense Tracker offers OOIDA members a 30%
discount off the license cost on all versions of Rig
Expense Tracker software. The software allows owneroperators to track income and expenses, fuel usage,
maintenance, trips and loads.

FREE

5%
Right Weigh offers OOIDA members a 5% discount on
all interior/exterior, digital/analog load scales. Onboard
load scale systems from Right Weigh help you to reduce
dependence on commercial scales, avoid waiting in line to
rework loads, and prevent expensive overweight citations.

$

1000

+15%

Taxation Solutions offers OOIDA members a free
consultation and a 15% discount on tax relief, IRS
representation and tax preparation services provided by
a team of tax attorneys, enrolled agents and CPAs.

International and International Used Truck
Centers offers OOIDA members a $1,000
International Advantage Card credit with the
purchase of any new International RH, International LT,
ProStar, LoneStar or 9000i tractor or any used International
LT, ProStar, LoneStar or TranStar through Dec. 31, 2018.

15%
Xantrex offers OOIDA members a 15% discount on
Xantrex products and a discounted rate on installation
services. Xantrex is a supplier of power inverters, inverter
chargers, battery chargers, power accessories and
backup power for the trucking industry.
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Not a member yet?
Call us! 816-229-5791
or visit www.ooida.com
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Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits
American Truck
Historical Society

Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Truckerdox
Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere

Michelin
Octagon
Purcell Tire & Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental
Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Truck & Trailer
American Trailer & Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
International Used
Truck Centers
Kenworth
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks
Western Star

4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
Hot Shot’s Secret
Mission Financial
Services
Raney’s Truck Parts

SUPPORTERS

Fuel
Truckers Advantage

Parts & Equipment
4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
Centramatic
ClearMotion
CSTK (Thermo King)
Dipetane
Donvel
Dura-Lite
Flitz International
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
RigMaster
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog
Verduyn Tarps
Xantrex
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

Services
Clean Slate Tax
DakotaPost
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
Interstate Sleep Apnea
Solutions
MyMilesMatter
National Truck Protection
Open Road Drivers Plan
Phoenix Sleep Solutions
PrePass
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers
Tax Defense Network
Tax Help MD
Taxation Solutions
Team CME
Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions

Corporate Supporters

SILVER LEVEL

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Cobra Electronics
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot & OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

OOIDA
GOLD LEVEL

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the Membership
Department at 816-229-5791 for details on discounts.

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC

Tires
Bauer Built

Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.

You have questions,
we have answers.
If the trucking life is anything, it’s unpredictable. Be it
differences between state and federal laws, unscrupulous
brokers, inspectors who are violation happy – truckers
see and endure more complications than the average
individual.
OOIDA is here for you, our members.
The Business Services Department has units that
specialize in almost every area of trucking business life.
Have a question about a nuance on the hours of service?
Give us a call. Need to contest a CSA violation through
DataQ? We’re here to help. Ready to sign on to a new
company and want a lease reviewed? Send it in. Getting
shafted on a bill? We can help.
These are just a few of the questions that OOIDA is
ready to help our dues-paying members with as part of
your membership. You’re not alone out there when the
chips are down.
Call 816-229-5791 and give the receptionist a short
explanation of your problem and you’ll be on your way to
connecting with the Business Services Department. LL
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SAFE DRIVING
Award Recipients

Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.

MEMBER
YEARS
Barbara J. Baker ...........4
Hamlin “Trot” Raney .....8
Alton R. Hall Jr. ...........13
Tylor Wrobleski Sr. ......14
Jim Mitrano .................15
Scott G.B. Sargent ......17
Tony Reynolds ............18
Richard Donahue ........23
Tony Smith ..................23
John B. Redding III .....29
Timothy Trotter ............35
Randall W. Strachan ...38
Daniel P. Gaither .........41
Don L. Peters ..............56
John C. Taylor .............68

McConnell & Mennella
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Help MD
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Refrigeration, Inc.
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
X Factors

SPONSORED BY
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GIZMOS AND GEARS

The view of trucking from

Princeton

Professor says technology’s value is in
improving safety, not eliminating the driver.

T

rucks without drivers are a bad idea. But trains
without crews? That’s a good idea. And this
could have consequences for the truckload
business.
So says Dr. Alain Kornhauser, professor of operations
research and financial engineering, at Princeton University.
Regular Land Line readers may remember Kornhauser’s
remarks in the August issue about truck platooning. He’s
not a big fan.

The value of a driver
That was interesting, to say the least, so I asked his views
on other technology – particularly autonomous trucks. He
supports the technology with reservations but not without a
driver. The professor appreciates drivers.
“Driving a truck is not a simple job. Driving for 11
straight hours and if you fail to pay complete attention,
basically, you die, is a really tough job. I don’t think it’s
stressed enough. You know, everybody talks about a driver
shortage out there. I guess my opinion is because it’s such
a tough job,” Kornhauser said. “So anything that can help
the driver have a better life and not be as stressed trying to
put food on the table for his or her family is an enormous
contribution.”
Beyond operating the truck, he said, drivers also oversee
the load. There’s value in having a driver with a load – even
if he or she isn’t actually driving, he explained.
“There’s 53 feet by 102 inches and whatever cube back
there that’s valuable. That load probably deserves a human
attendant who accompanies it in its travels,” Kornhauser
said.

“I don’t see a great need to have the driver take a truck
to the interchange where it just goes by itself to the next
interchange where there’s somebody waiting to take it the
rest of the way. It seems a little bit too gimmicky. Keeping
the driver as an attendant to the goods being transported has
value. And that value will be recognized by the logistics
industry,” he said.

Improving safety
Kornhauser believes the value of technology lies less in
eliminating the driver than in increasing safety.
“Improving safety doesn’t mean taking the driver out
of the loop. It means putting in technology to provide the
driver with what I like to call a get-out-of-jail-free card. In
case something starts to happen, (the technology) keeps the
truck from crashing,” Kornhauser said.
That technology is evolving, according to Kornhauser, but
not fast enough.
“The systems aren’t as good as they could be,” he said,
citing the example of automated braking systems that
activate at the wrong time.
“Systems are set to work when time to a forward collision
drops below 1.6 seconds, but that isn’t appropriate in all
situations. When one truck needs to accelerate to pass
another in traffic, for example, the time to collision is
less than 1.6 seconds, yet they’re fully in control of the
situation. And, in fact, one wouldn’t want an automated
braking system to suddenly intervene. So these systems
have to become enormously more intelligent.
“But as these systems get better, then, of course, one
can begin to talk about, well, can the driver start taking
his or her hand off the wheel and off the brakes and talk
about the self-driving. But it’s a self-driving system in
Continued on Page 70
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By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

A career in calculating and recalculating
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

As a young Princeton
graduate in the mid1970s, Alain Kornhauser
worked with officials
from government and
private railroads in
emergency meetings
to keep Northeast rail
freight moving as major
railroads failed. He was
Alain Kornhauser
the computer expert in
the group.
He developed mileage software for rail operations
and realized it could be applied to trucking. In 1979,
he started Princeton, N.J.-based ALK Technologies to
do just that. His first product, called PC Miler, became
a truckload standard for charging shippers and
paying drivers.
ALK launched CoPilot turn-by-turn navigation and
was the first company to offer truck-specific directions
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in CoPilot Truck. ALK was also one of the first to build
in live rerouting that automatically reconfigures a
route when you make a wrong turn or go off course –
the voice that announces “recalculating.”
Which brings me to the first time I met Kornhauser.
It was in 2006 or so, and he was personally
demonstrating CoPilot to the trucking press with rides
in his European sports car. When it was my turn, he
plugged in the address of someplace or other, and
then we zoomed off into the gentle hills of Princeton
Township. He talked on and on about the wonders
of GPS navigation while he happily turned from one
curving road to another paying no attention whatever
to the CoPilot device mounted on his dashboard.
With the top down on his two-seater, I couldn’t hear
a thing he said. What I could hear was the CoPilot
voice as it announced “recalculating” over and over
and over.
Kornhauser retired from ALK in 2013 but remains
a very active professor at Princeton University, which
he has never left. LL
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which the driver is still in the cab. Maybe the driver could
actually sleep or rest. But I think the fact that (technology)
can improve the comfort and convenience of trucking is a
substantial contribution to the industry,” Kornhauser said.

Making railroads competitive
The professor wants the driver to stay in the truck, but feels
differently about the engineer on a train.
“One of the things that was done in the mid-’70s was
the work rules in the rail industry were changed from fiveperson crews to two-person crews,” Kornhauser said. “What
I think the railroad industry needs to do now is to buy out
the last two jobs.”
In other words, trains should be totally automated, shorter
and much more frequent.
“Railroads – given that they have an exclusive right
of way – their opportunity for providing safe, driverless
mobility is substantially easier than driverless trucks on I-80
or I-10,” he said. “If you stand by a rail line, the amount of
time there’s a train on that piece of track is infinitesimal.
You could be moving, you know, so many more entities, one
after the other, not necessarily separated by one second but
maybe separated by one minute, and provide much better
services.”
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Kornhauser believes rails are an underused asset.
“It’s unbelievable. And the reason it’s underused is
because of the labor requirement,” he said.
Kornhauser pointed out that shorter trains would not
require the massive engines in use now.
“I mean, there would be inventors and designers coming
out of the woodwork looking to scale the motive power to
do that. Then you could talk about individual motor units,”
he said.
That could make it possible for railroads to compete
for the higher-value freight that moves by truck – not
everywhere, of course, but at least along their rights of way.
Containers could be on the rails and on their way almost as
soon as they reached a rail yard. A day or more could be cut
from most container shipments. Given the low power and no
labor requirements, they might even cost less.
“Now, you know, some of the trucking industry may not
like it because all of a sudden this is a competitor for some
of their business. But I think in terms of society and in
terms of improving quality of life for a lot of folks, I think it
might be a slightly better balance,” Kornhauser said.
But it’s not likely to happen in the near future.
“Not enough people are talking about doing that in the
rail industry. I mean, they can’t even get their PTC working
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“Anything that can help the
driver have a better life and not
be as stressed trying to put food
on the table for his or her family
is an enormous contribution.”

© Tomasz Zajda - Fotolia.com

– Dr. Alain Kornhauser,
professor at Princeton University

(Positive Train Control is a safety technology required on
many trains by the end of 2018). They haven’t entered the
20th century yet, and we’re almost 20 percent through the 21st
already,” he said.
What about the truckload business today?
“For the last 20 years, people have been trying to improve
truckload and find better ways to do load boards and the
various other technologies that exist. But it has not improved
much over 20 years. It’s still, you know, kind of helter-skelter.
It should’ve improved more,” Kornhauser said.
We will probably see that improvement eventually. Even
after more than 40 years applying digital technology to
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transportation challenges, Kornhauser said. “We’re still at the
very beginning of it.” LL
A trucker for 10 years and trucking journalist
for more than 15 years, John Bendel’s biggest
inspiration still comes from his readers.
For his series in Land Line, he wants to know
what kind of technology has become part of your
job. Love it, hate it, how does it work for you? Email
John at John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.

LAND LINE 71

Mafia

artin
an M
y
r
B
an
oss M
the B
m
o
r
ce f
Advi

ts
e
r
c
se

Class pays –
and a little better
in aero style
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The 567 has several rounded edges but still sports a bold stance.

truck sports a custom visor that was
purchased from Panelite, but the
custom part came into play when
Adam received the visor as it was,
then had it chopped and reshaped
to fit closer to the windshield.
In addition, 10 clearance lights
were added to the visor prior to
installation.
For something a little more
“Peterbiltish,” the truck also has
Hogebuilt stainless steel halffenders. Not only does the truck
have a very nice specialty headache
rack, but within the window of the
headache rack is a Tripac Evolution
APU. How is that for creativity?
Most APUs are attached directly
to the cab, but Adam wanted to keep
his truck with a clean look, plus the
truck doesn’t have a rear window
in it so the window of the headache
rack wouldn’t have been used
anyways. It worked out perfectly!
Adam moved with his family to
a small town when he was younger
and naturally progressed to getting

into trucking, because most folks
in that small town were active in
the trucking industry already. Adam
obtained his commercial driver’s
license at age 19 and hasn’t stopped
trucking since.
Currently Adam runs the Midwest,
which allows him more time to
spend with his growing family: his
wife, Melonie; 13-year-old daughter
Avril; 2-year-old Ella; and a baby
boy due in October.
Adam built this truck for comfort
and for better fuel mileage. It is
absolutely a working truck, but
Adam also takes pride in his ride so
he likes to keep it looking sharp.
Beware folks, the truck isn’t by
any means done yet, so keep a
lookout for what changes this 567
will see in the future. Plans for
possibly removing the headache
rack, making a custom deck plate
and installing the APU fan and
condenser into the frame cover are
in the works.
Like most of us, Adam’s “truck
OCTOBER 2018
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OK, OK, I know everyone likes to
see the long-hooded, classic, “squared
up” custom big rigs. But sometimes
you come across a unique truck that
commands your attention.
Take this aerodynamic late-model Pete,
for example, with a ton of class, a goodlookin’ paint scheme and some other
neat touches that make it stand out in the
world of a million aero trucks.
This 2017 Peterbilt 567 Heritage
brings fuel efficiency and stylish design
together for a home away from home
appeal while still portraying the owneroperator spirit, especially for Adam
Croney from West Concord, Minn.
Originally going to Kansas City Peterbilt
to look at a custom-built 567, he saw
this 567 Heritage in the showroom
and immediately fell in love with the
features.
What does the Heritage model entail?
Let me give y’all a rundown with what
came from the factory and what Adam
has done afterwards to make it more
unique. The truck is leased to Vogelsberg
Trucking and was a brand new 2017
model equipped with a 500 Paccar
engine under the hood, 18-speed Eaton
Fuller transmission, 3.36 gears and a
279-inch wheelbase. It can be found
pulling a Conestoga or Vanguard 53-foot
van trailer.
The Heritage package boasts King
Ranch-styled leather interior with heated/
cooled seats and a navigation screen
with three pages of information that
tells Adam everything he needs to know
about the truck at any given time. The

line
Now onday!
every
Stainless rear fenders, a custom headache rack and a great wheelbase Ñ way cool!

build” is constantly in motion
with improvements and cool
changes taking place every few
months. This rig proves the fact
that many of the newer aero
trucks can hang with the classics
anytime and anywhere. LL
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Bryan “Boss Man” Martin
and his family own and
operate 4 State Trucks in
Joplin, Mo. They have been
entrenched in trucking
for three generations and
have but one focus: To
serve America’s truckers
and assist in keeping them “looking good and
rolling proud” as they travel the highways.

Listen anytime,
anywhere,
on any device.
Get the in-depth information
you’ve come to rely on at
LandLineNow.com or on
your favorite podcast app.
Of course you can always tune
in daily at 7pm EST, and 4pm
PT on Sirius XM Channel 146.
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trailer
tire kicking
Thinking about buying a
used trailer? The key to a worry-free
purchase is knowing what to look for
when going over every inch of the trailer.

B

uying a used trailer can be
intimidating with most used
trailers on the market sold “as is.”
That doesn’t mean you should
worry, but you should certainly go
in prepared.
Perhaps the biggest motivation
to buying used as opposed to
new is to save money. With used
trailers, that price tag will tell a
big chunk of the tale of the trailer.
“The price usually reflects the
condition. Often, a person wants
a deal and wants to work on it.
That’s fine. Just make sure you
know what you’re getting,” said
Jason Church, branch manager of
Arrow Truck Sales, Kansas City,
Mo.
“Know what you’re getting”
might be easier said than done for
some people, but Church explains
that with various trailers there are
particular areas of the trailer that
need close attention to find out if
it will wind up being more trouble
than it’s worth.
No matter the type of trailer you
are looking for, Church said there
are five areas you should give a
close look.

Tire condition. Look at the
tread depth and how the tread is
wearing. If there is an alignment
issue with the trailer, tires will
show wear on the inside or
outside. If that unusual wear
shows up, Church said to hook the
trailer up to a truck and follow it
down the road to see how it tracks.
“Tires tell a lot of the story,”
Church said.

members. Dents and rubs are OK,
Church said. If it is broken or
cracked, it needs to be repaired.

Cross-members. Crossmembers sit on the frame and
the trailer floor sits on the crossmembers. Church said you should
check each and every crossmember, both sides and all the
way across for corrosion or rust
and damage. Blown tires and
other problems cause bends in
the cross-members. Any rust or
damage would need to be fixed
before putting a load on the trailer,
he said.

Going inside, look at the ceiling,
Church said. If you see patches,
that’s a good sign that the trailer
has been maintained and the
previous owner took care of a
problem. You should not see any
daylight that will cause a water
leak, which will damage your load.
The floor is usually wood or
steel. Look for damage from a
forklift or anything else that may
have punctured or cracked the
floor. Those should be repaired
to protect from water entering the
trailer and damaging the load.
“Water is a big enemy of dry
vans,” Church said.

Corrosion. Suspension, air tanks
and brake chambers are common
places for caustic chemicals to
take a toll on components.
Belt line molding. That’s what
attaches the trailer to the cross-

King pin area. You need to make
sure the swing clearance is OK for
your truck. Most are 36 inches.
Make sure the main plate doesn’t
have any major damage and that it
looks intact.

Dry vans

Reefers
Obviously with refrigerated
trailers, the reefer unit is the most

© 2dmolier - Fotolia.com

By Land Line staff

Continued on Page 76
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From Page 74

expensive component. You’ll
need to make sure you’re buying
enough cooling unit for the loads
you haul. It’s a discussion you
need to have with the seller,
because cooling needs for fresh
flowers are much different than
what it takes to keep ice cream
frozen.

“Tires tell a lot
of the story.”
– Jason Church, Kansas City Arrow
Truck Sales branch manager

Flatbed
While tires and suspension again
require a close look, the floor is
a big deal on flatbeds and step
decks.
Church said you want to see
a good bow in the floor when
looking from the side. If it’s flat,
especially with an aluminum floor,
that’s a problem. If it’s a steel
construction, that’s not as big of a
concern. Church said that if there
is damage or punctures to the
floor, it shouldn’t be a problem if
it’s patched properly.
Lastly, Church said you should
look at the sliding winches.
Operate the winches and make
sure it slides. It’s not a big deal if
one doesn’t work because they can
be replaced. However, you’ll want
to know it before you buy. LL
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Bring in a reefer specialist,
especially if you’re not
mechanically inclined or savvy
about reefer units, to hook up to
the unit for a pump down test
to find leaks in the compressor
or lines. “Run hours” are also
a consideration. They will be
lower than “on hours,” but once
an engine hits 28,000 run hours,
unless there is documentation that
the engine has been replaced, you
need to have it checked out before
buying, Church said.
Water is again a big enemy.
If the roof or sidewall is cut
through, it needs to immediately
be repaired. Once water enters
the wall, the insulation acts like a
sponge and holds the water, and

it will not come out. If you see
patches on a trailer, Church said
to get it weighed to make sure
you aren’t buying a water-logged
trailer.
Like dry vans, inspect the
interior from top to bottom looking
for cracks or damage. The rear
door and seals also need a good
look. The doors need to be aligned,
and you want seals that are in good
shape and seal tightly when closed.
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Report suggests technology
is driving up cost of insurance
By Land Line staff

Insurance rates for long-haul trucks and trucking have
been rapidly increasing over the past several years. The
culprit? Technology. That’s according to a recent report
from Advanced Training Systems.
One would think that new technology in trucks that
purportedly make driving safer would lower insurance
rates. However, the opposite is true. According to
Advanced Training Systems, premiums have doubled
from an average of
$6,000 to $7,000
“The cost of trucks today
earlier in the decade
is going up because of the to $12,000 to
high technology embedded $14,000, with some
premiums going up
in today’s tractor-trailer
to $20,000.
rigs, which is given as a
St. Petersburg,
reason for these premium Fla.-based
Advanced Training
increases.”
Systems, a designer
- Advanced Training Systems CEO
and manufacturer of
John Kearney
simulators for driver
training, suggests
all the gadgets are responsible for driving up costs. The
company notes the average cost of a new truck ranges
from $140,000 to $175,000.
“There’s a paradox here,” Advanced Training Systems
CEO John Kearney said in a statement. “The cost of
trucks today is going up because of the high technology
embedded in today’s tractor-trailer rigs, which is given as
a reason for these premium increases. Yet, at the same
time, this technology is making the trucks safer – which,
logically, should bring insurance costs down.”
The report points to data from the American
Transportation Research Institute that reveals insurance
accounts for the largest increases in operational costs
for trucking companies. Insurance rose by 11 percent
from 2013-14 and another 29 percent from 2014-15.
Kearney proposes that insurance companies need to
be educated on the costly technology. More specifically,
the higher costs are making trucks safer. Therefore,
technology should lower insurance settlement costs.
The trucking industry itself is not completely off the
hook. Kearney suggests trucking companies should
invest in driver training, while truck manufacturers
continue developing technology that improves safety. LL
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Bendix starts trial testing Intellipark
electronic parking brake control
The cutting edge of technology in the
world of trucking runs through the
J1939 communications network. It’s
the heart of your wiring harness, and
it’s what keeps the many components
that run your equipment talking to each
other. And that’s where you’ll connect
with some of the latest products and
enhancements from Bendix.
Bendix Intellipark electronic parking
brake control is now moving into fleet
trials with an expected launch in 2019.
Intellipark helps prevent rollaway and
runaway crashes by automatically
setting the brakes if the driver exits
the vehicle while it is not parked. The
system uses information available
on the vehicle network to allow the
parking brake to be released only
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when the driver is in full control of the
vehicle.
Intellipark also delivers features such
as “trailer auto-park release,” which
can automatically release trailer brakes
when the vehicle is moving. The “parkat-speed” feature helps the driver to
maintain control if the parking brakes
are applied while driving.
Since Intellipark is electronic, it is
also positioned for integration with
Bendix Wingman Fusion, enabling the
use of the parking brakes to further
enhance driver assistance functions.
Bendix engineered Intellipark for use
with any air-braked vehicle, including
tractor-trailers, single-unit trucks,
motor coaches and school buses. It’s
designed to help drivers mitigate a
variety of unsafe situations.
In addition to new features, Bendix
has also introduced significant updates

Illustration courtesy of Bendix

By Suzanne Stempinksi,
contributing field editor
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to the latest generation of Bendix
Wingman Fusion, adding highway
departure braking, ACB (active cruise
with braking) Stop & Driver Go, ACB
Auto-Resume, and multilane emergency
braking to its features, along with even
more enhanced collision mitigation and
braking capabilities.
Bendix also introduced the latest
version of BlindSpotter, which uses a
new side-mounted radar unit – typically
installed on the passenger side of the
vehicle but also available for driver-side
mounting – to alert drivers to vehicles
or objects in adjacent lanes. When
connected to the vehicle’s J1939 CAN
(controller area network), its new radar
operates over a significantly wider
field of view than the previous version,
allowing it to “see” farther toward both
the front and back of a combination
or single-unit vehicle. It can see up
to 2.5 times farther in each direction
compared to the previous generation of
BlindSpotter.
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Since Intellipark is electronic, it
is also positioned for integration
with Bendix Wingman Fusion,
enabling the use of the parking
brakes to further enhance driver
assistance functions.
Despite the new innovations – radar
and CAN connectivity – the new
BlindSpotter maintains the look, size,
position, and mounting hardware of its
radar and in-cab display units, making it
easy to upgrade from the current version
or retrofit the entire kit.
The new BlindSpotter provides a
wider, 150-degree range of coverage
capable of detecting objects up to 20
feet in front of and 20 feet behind the
BlindSpotter radar. The coverage zone
extends up to 10 feet to the right of
the vehicle. BlindSpotter minimizes
false alerts by operating in two modes:
highway speeds and lower speeds. When

connected to the CAN and at highway
speeds, the sensor filters out stationary
objects like guardrails. The slow-speed
warning mode – active at less than 20
mph, such as during city driving or in
parking lots – narrows the range for
alerts and does not filter out stationary
targets or infrastructure.
“As with any advanced safety system,
BlindSpotter isn’t a substitute for a
trained, professional driver practicing
safe habits – and it doesn’t replace
the need for side and fender-mounted
mirrors, or for drivers to check them
before changing lanes,” said Fred
Andersky, Bendix director of customer
solutions – controls. “All trucks have
blind spots: This is a proven, reliable
technology to help keep an extra set of
‘eyes’ on them.”
That’s a lot of safety technology
enhancement for you to consider whether
you’re spec’ing a new truck, or looking
to upgrade some of the options on the
truck you’re already driving. LL
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Powering
up
Special to Land Line

L

ife as we know it runs on power. Truckers are
getting even more nowadays with lithium-ion
(li-ion) batteries. That’s the word from Xantrex
director of sales and business development Steve Carlson,
who calls the technology game changing in the trucking
industry.
“Li-ion batteries supercharge your power supply, which
is great news for those running electrical devices off the
battery and inverter, or running battery-powered APUs,”
he said.
According to Carlson, battery-powered APUs have
historically been at a disadvantage – especially when
operating in the hot days of summer.
“They simply run out of power. Idling the engine is
then the only way to keep cool and recharge the batteries.
What’s more, it can take six to 12 hours to recharge the
batteries for an all-electric APU, either by running the
truck engine or plugging directly into an outlet (if the
inverter used has a battery charging feature). With li-ion
batteries running the APU, you can increase your APU
run time by 300 percent.”
The biggest benefit of li-ion batteries is that you can use
the entire capacity.
“The maximum you can discharge a traditional lead
acid battery is 50 percent – many battery manufacturers
in the truck market are going so far as to recommend not
going past 80 percent,” said Carlson. “With li-ion, you
80 LAND LINE

can use the whole battery.”
Life cycles are a big factor too. A li-ion battery can
provide 3,000 cycles. A traditional battery might only last
600 cycles, requiring it to be replaced every year.
“Li-ion may cost more initially, but is a better
investment in the long run as it offers five times more
cycles than a traditional battery,” Carlson said.
Another benefit of li-ion batteries, according to Carlson,
is in voltage stability and weight. As the world’s lightest
metal, lithium provides a huge weight savings – they
are 60-80 percent lighter than their lead counterparts. A
typical Group 31 battery weighs about 75 pounds while a
similar li-ion battery only weighs 28 pounds.
“When you use a lithium-ion battery, you don’t
notice the battery losing power or having an effect on
your appliances. It will run at the same strength at 30
percent capacity as it will at 100 percent. Conversely,
an (absorbed glass mat battery’s) voltage dips when the
battery capacity hits 70 to 80 percent – that makes the
engine difficult to start, and everything else powered by
the battery will progressively draw more amperage and be
less efficient.”
Drivers thinking about using li-ion batteries might ask
about safety. There have been documented cases of fire.
In years past, accidents related to li-ion batteries have
occurred involving cell phones and laptops – even cars
and planes.
“When li-ion batteries were first adopted, users often
overlooked the fact that they required different charging
algorithms than a traditional battery and, because of that,
the batteries often failed,” explains Carlson. “That’s why
we advise only using li-ion batteries listed with the UL
1973 rating for auxiliary vehicle power applications.”
Manufacturers have also improved the safety of lithiumion batteries by embracing li-ion technology over pure
lithium devices and giving closer scrutiny to the actual
chemical compounds used within these batteries.
When it comes to pairing li-ion batteries with inverters,
it’s a green light in most cases.
“If it is just an inverter, then all you’re doing is taking
power from the battery and turning it into AC power,”
Carlson said. “As long as the voltage is at the right level,
the inverter doesn’t care what type of battery is being
used. It’s going to perform best with a lithium-ion battery
OCTOBER 2018
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Lithium ion
batteries are a hot
item for truckers.

because the voltage is going to
remain steady through the cycle.”
One thing to note, the majority
of new trucks straight from the
factory are equipped with an
inverter/charger. In that case,
you need to verify that the unit
is capable of being adjusted for
Photo courtesy of Xantrex
the specific charging needs of a
lithium-ion battery.
“Even if there is a lithium-ion setting, you should check
what voltage it is set at. Saying all that, for example, the
newer Xantrex inverter/chargers, can be configured easily
to work with lithium-ion batteries.”
When it comes to installing li-ion batteries, “where”
is often a question. Since lithium-ion batteries work best
when they are in an environment between 32 degrees and
95 degrees, installing the battery inside your vehicle helps
to control the operating temperature. Adding temperature
controls to an outside battery box is also an option.
While li-ion batteries offer more power, Carlson says
some truckers are going a step even further.
“That’s solar power,” he said. “By adding solar panels
you enhance battery life, and installation is not that
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“With li-ion batteries running
the APU, you can increase
your APU run time by
300 percent.”
– Steve Carlson, Xantrex director of
sales and business development
difficult. Once they’re installed, the
charge controller just needs to be connected to the battery.
While adding solar panels won’t provide your battery
with a quick full-charge, it does give a stable charge.
Adding a solar panel – even a small one that can trickle
charge and offset parasitic load – helps to keep charge
levels stable.
“Solar alone isn’t going to run your air-conditioning
unless you’ve got the entire roof of your trailer covered
with panels,” Carlson said. “Adding a couple of 100-watt
panels can, however, provide enough power back into
the battery to give you a couple more hours of usage and
can keep batteries from draining as quickly, potentially
eliminating one to two battery replacements over five
years.” LL
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A state-by-state
breakdown on chain laws
around the country
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer, and Land Line staff
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ALASKA
When you can’t use chains depends on where you are in
the state:
• No chains between April 15 and Sept. 30 below
60 North Latitude;
• No chains between May 1 and Sept. 15 above 60 North
Latitude.
There is one exception. They are not allowed on the paved
portions of the Sterling Highway from May 1 through
Sept. 15. The commissioner of public safety shall by
emergency order provide for additional lawful operating
periods based on unusual seasonal or weather conditions.

CALIFORNIA
California does not require trucks to carry chains during
any speciﬁed time period. When the weather hits, though,
it takes at least eight chains for a standard tractor-trailer
conﬁguration to comply with the regulations.
OCTOBER 2018
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In severe winter weather conditions, a truck driver’s
choices are pretty limited: Pull over and wait it out or
chain up and keep going if the roads aren’t completely
closed.
State-by-state chain laws vary. Some of the laws –
California and Colorado – seem to be pages in length.
Other states don’t even mention chaining up.
Here’s the thing with chain laws: Even if you’re opting
to pull over and wait every time the roads get dicey, you
could ﬁnd yourself with a ticket if you’re not carrying
chains.
So what’s a trucker to do? Every year, Land Line staff
members comb the laws of the Lower 48 and check and
double check chain laws for the annual OOIDA Chain
Law Roundup.
It’s a handy guide to hang on to when you’re prepping
for winter driving. All attempts are made to ensure the
information is up-to-date and accurate, but if you are
in doubt at all, call ahead to states you will be running
through if the weather has taken a turn for the worse.
A lesson learned from past winters: States can
change those laws on a dime or even invoke emergency
declarations that supersede state statute. So pay attention
to those road signs and local radio, especially if you’re in
the South. They seem more prone to go “off the books”
when it comes to chains.

Chains or cables?
Conventional tire chains and cable chains, as well as other
less conventional devices, such as a Spikes-Spider winter
traction device, are permitted. Trucks with cable-type chains
are legal but may be restricted at times because of severe
conditions, which can happen commonly in higher
elevations such as Donner Pass.
California is OK with automatic chaining systems.
However, if you have automatic chains, you may still be
required to add additional “traditional” chains to fully
comply with the placement requirements.
Placement
California has updated its website regarding chain
requirements for an 18-wheeler with the following:
• All four tires on the main (usually front) drive axle;
• The two outside tires on the other (usually rear) drive
axle;
• One tire on each side of the trailer (front or rear axle, or
staggered OK); and
• No chains are required on the steering axle.
Route speciﬁc
Chains are most often required in the higher mountain
passes of Northern California, such as:
• Interstate 5 north of Redding;
• Interstate 80 over Donner Pass between
Sacramento and Reno; and
• U.S. Highway 50 over Echo Summit between
Lake Tahoe and Sacramento.
Chains are also sometimes required on these
roads:
• State Route 58 near Tehachapi between Bakersﬁeld and
Mojave;
• Interstate 15 over Cajon Pass between Victorville and San
Bernardino; and
• Interstate 5 over Tejon Pass between Los Angeles and
Bakersﬁeld.
However, snow can fall unseasonably at higher elevations at
many locations within California. Chains may be required at
any time at these higher elevations when conditions warrant.

COLORADO
Colorado’s chain law applies to every
state, federal and interstate highway
throughout the state. The chain law is in
effect when drivers are notiﬁed by
roadside signs. Drivers also may call
511. Truckers will need chains for the
four tires of the drive axle to be in
compliance when the law is in effect.

There is no requirement to carry extra chains or cables.
Truckers traveling speciﬁcally on I-70 between mile
marker 133, Dotsero, and mile marker 259, Morrison, must
carry sufﬁcient chains to be in compliance from Sept. 1
through May 31. The state provides about two dozen
chain-up locations along the I-70 corridor. If you get busted
without chains on this stretch of road, you will be ﬁned $50
plus a $17 surcharge.
If you violate Colorado’s chain law, you’d better be ready
to pay. You can be ﬁned $500, plus a $79 surcharge, for not
putting on chains when required. If you block the roadway
because you didn’t chain up when the law was in effect, you
can be dinged with a $1,000 ﬁne, plus a $157 surcharge.
There are two levels of the chain law:
• LEVEL 1/CODE 17 – Single-drive-axle, combination
commercial vehicles must chain up all four drive
tires. Cables are not allowed in this instance. All other
commercial vehicles must have either snow tires or
chains to proceed.
• LEVEL 2/CODE 18 – Chains are required for all
commercial vehicles. Again, all four tires of single-drive
tractors must be chained. For dual-drive-axle tractors,
you’re only required to chain four drive tires. Outside
tires of drive axles must have chains. Inside tires may
have cables.
Chains or cables?
The short answer is that you have a lot of options in
Colorado. The following are the approved devices, along
with any design speciﬁcations and/or any restrictions on the
use of the devices:
• Metal chains must consist of two circular metal loops,
one on each side of the tire, connected by at least nine
evenly spaced loops across the tread. Dual tire chains are
acceptable.
• Wheel sanders must carry enough sand to get the vehicle
through the restricted area;
• Automatic chains that spin under the drive wheels
automatically as traction is lost;
• Textile traction device, a fabric boot that encompasses the
tire. The only textile device that has been approved for
use on Colorado highways is the AutoSock.
Cables are allowed in only two instances: If they are made
with steel crossmember rollers of 0.415 inches or greater in
diameter (and even those can’t be used on single-drive-axle
tractors) or they can be used on tires when chains are not
already required.
The Colorado regulations give the Colorado Department
of Transportation and the Highway Patrol the power to
dictate when chain laws go into effect. The regulations only
address design and placement.
Continued on Page 84
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Wait it out in Colorado?

For those of you who really don’t want to chain up or
conditions have made roads impassable, Colorado has
added information about emergency parking on I-70.
When things get really bad, the state may open up
emergency parking east of mile marker 133.
“There is no truck parking east of milepost 133 or in
the Vail Valley. Trucks waiting out a chain law or Vail
Pass closure should not proceed past Dotsero – exit 133,”
the Colorado State Patrol’s website states. “If you have
already passed milepost 133, you will need to chain up if
required. There is no long-term parking until you reach
Denver. If you are traveling westbound, you will need to
ﬁnd parking in the Denver metro area before heading up
the ﬁrst grade near Morrison.”

CONNECTICUT
Cables and chains are permitted only from Nov. 15
through April 30. No minimum number of chains is
outlined in the regulations. Violations will start with a
warning, but all subsequent offenses will result in a ﬁne
not more than $200.

DELAWARE
Here’s another state that permits the use of tire chains “for
safety because of snow, ice or other conditions tending to
cause a vehicle to slide or skid.” The use of studded tires
on all motor vehicles using the highways is permitted
from Oct. 15 to April 15.
State ofﬁcials can restrict travel on highways during
emergency situations. Ofﬁcials have three levels of bans
to choose from.
LEVEL I BAN encourages extreme caution when
traveling roadways and advises that nonessential travel be
avoided.
LEVEL II BAN permits travel only by emergency
vehicles, essential government personnel, health care
providers, and vehicles carrying food and fuel.
LEVEL III BAN restricts travel to only emergency
vehicles and essential employees such as snowplow
operators. The Level III ban also prohibits retaliation by
employers against employees complying with the travel
ban.

FLORIDA
What’s in the state statutes? Nothing.
Zip. Nada. Probably won’t need them
in the Sunshine State anyway.
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Just in case

Most states allow you to use chains if you need
them. There is regulatory language consistent
among several states that says you can use chains
“of reasonable proportions … on any vehicle when
required for safety because of snow, ice or other
conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid.”
These states have regulations expressly allowing
the use of chains but do not regulate their use
beyond allowing them for safety:
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
Illinois
Iowa
Kansas
Louisiana
Michigan

Minnesota
Mississippi
Nebraska
New Mexico
North
Carolina
Oklahoma
Rhode Island

South
Carolina
Texas
Virginia
West Virginia
Wisconsin

In general, states don’t want chains coming into
contact with bare roads. However, if you need them
for safety because the roads are covered with
snow or ice, you’ll probably be OK to run them.

GEORGIA
As with most states that rarely encounter snow and ice,
Georgia will permit the use of tire chains or tires equipped
with safety metal spike studs upon any vehicle when
required for safety because of snow, ice.
The Georgia DOT may close or limit access to portions
of a state highway because of inclement weather. In the
event this occurs, signs will be posted to communicate to
drivers that tire chains are required to proceed.
Enacted in 2014, for commercial vehicles with four or
more drive wheels, tire chains must be installed on each of
the outermost drive tires when driving on a road that has
been declared “limited access” because of inclement
weather. Previously, any four drive wheel tires required
chains.
“Tire chains” is deﬁned as “metal chains (that) consist
of two circular metal loops, positioned on each side of a
tire, connected by not less than nine evenly spaced chains
across the tire tread or any other traction devices as
provided for by rules and regulations of the commissioner
of public safety.”
Furthermore, any driver who causes a wreck or blocks
the ﬂow of trafﬁc when not complying with the above
laws on a limited-access highway will be ﬁned up to
$1,000.

HAWAII
You wouldn’t think Hawaii needs a tire
chain law, but it has one. Tire chains are
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permissible “on either the Mauna Kea access road above
Hale Pohaku or on any other road within the Mauna Kea
Science Reserve leased to the University of Hawaii.”

IDAHO

Ofﬁcials in Idaho can determine, at any time, that
Lookout Pass on I-90, Fourth of July Pass on I-90, or
Lolo Pass on Highway 12 are unsafe, either individually
or as a group. If that happens, signs will alert you to
chain up.
If the alert is in effect, you will have to chain up a
minimum of one tire on each side of drive axles and one
axle at or near the rear of each trailer. Idaho deﬁnes
chains as two circular metal loops, one on each side of
the tire, connected by not less than nine evenly spaced
chains across the tread.
On a side note, studs are prohibited between May 1
and Sept. 30.

INDIANA
In addition to tire chains allowed when needed, Indiana
also allows “tires in which have been inserted ice grips or
tire studs, including retractable tire studs” from Oct. 1 to
the following May 1. Just make sure those studs are no
more than 3/32 of an inch beyond the tread of the traction
surface and do not damage the road.

KENTUCKY

There are no speciﬁc dates for the use of tire chains or
how many must be used. However, the state is speciﬁc
about the type of chains that are permitted.
Here’s the exact language from the Kentucky statute:
“Where chains are used on rubber-tired vehicles, the
cross chains shall be not more than three-fourths (3/4) of
an inch in thickness or diameter, and shall be spaced not
more than 10 inches apart, around the circumference of
the tires.”

MAINE
Vehicles cannot have tires with metal studs, wires, spikes
or other metal protruding from the tire tread from May 1
through Oct. 1. Other than that time frame, there is
nothing noted within the law regulating the use of tire
chains, and that time frame can be extended if needed.

MARYLAND
The Maryland regulations can be a bit misleading. In one
section of the regulations, the state has the boilerplate
language permitting the use of snow chains if needed.
However, elsewhere in the regs it is stated that chains
may be required in Maryland if a snow emergency is
declared. Snow emergencies can be declared for
Continued on Page 86
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MASSACHUSETTS
Massachusetts prohibits the use of studded tires and
chains between May 1 and Nov. 1 without a permit. The
law does not speciﬁcally mention chains. However, the
Massachusetts State Patrol conﬁrmed the regulation
applies to chains. It should also be noted that commercial
vehicles can be ordered off the roadways during “snow
emergencies.”

MISSOURI
“No person shall operate any motor vehicle upon any road
or highway of this state between the ﬁrst day of April and
the ﬁrst day of November while the motor vehicle is
equipped with tires containing
metal or carbide studs.” The law
suggests a time frame, but
weather is typically ﬁne April
through November anyway.

MONTANA
The chain law goes into effect
when roadside signs tell all
drivers to chain up. The state’s
requirement when the law is in
effect is for all “driver wheels”
to be chained up. The use of
pneumatic tires that feature an
embedded block, stud, ﬂange,
cleat, spike or other protuberance
that is retractable is permitted
only between Oct. 1 and May 31
except that one of those tires
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may be used for a spare in case of tire failure. Violations
will result in a $25 ﬁne.

NEVADA

There aren’t speciﬁc dates for chain laws to be in effect.
Again, roadside signs will let you know when chaining up
is required. In Nevada, truckers will need to chain at least
two wheels on the main drive axle. You are also required
to chain the “braking wheels of any trailing vehicle in a
combination of vehicles.”

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Nothing in the state statutes addresses snow tires or tire
chains speciﬁcally. However, the New Hampshire driver’s
manual found on the ofﬁcial New Hampshire website
recommends tire chains in slippery conditions. So we can
assume they’re good to go during inclement weather.

NEW JERSEY
New Jersey goes a little beyond the standard “chains
are permitted when needed” directive. The state allows
chains of reasonable proportions when roads, streets and
highways are slippery, because of rain, snow, ice, oil,
manner of construction, or other reason.
However, no chains shall be used at any time on
improved highways when highway conditions do
not make such use necessary for the “safety of life or
property.” Also, New Jersey prohibits the use of chains
“likely to be thrown so as to endanger any person or
property.”

NEW YORK

If New York ofﬁcials, either state
or local, post a route as a snow
emergency route, all vehicles
traveling on it will be required
to have snow tires and/or chains.
There are no speciﬁcs mandating
the number of chains or placement.

NORTH DAKOTA
In addition to the standard “chains
whenever reasonably needed,”
North Dakota also allows metal
studs within 1/16 inch beyond tread
from Oct. 15 through April 15.

OHIO
Pretty much the same as North
Dakota, but studded tires start on
Nov. 1 rather than Oct. 15.
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individual roads or statewide.
Travel – other than for motorcycles
– is prohibited on any highway that
is designated and appropriately
marked by signs as a vehicle
emergency route when a snow
emergency is in effect unless the
vehicle is equipped with chains or
snow tires on at least one wheel at
each end of a driving axle.
“From Nov. 1 through March 31, owners of vehicles
registered in Allegany County, Carroll County, Frederick
County, Garrett County or Washington County are exempt
from the prohibition of the use of tires … (with) any
block, stud, ﬂange, cleat or spike or any other
protuberance of any material, other than rubber, that
projects beyond the tread of the traction surface of the
tire.”

OREGON
Oregon’s law applies to all highways in the state. Signs
will tell you when you are required to carry chains and
when you are required to use them. You will need to have
six chains on hand to comply in Oregon.
Placement
Again, you have a few options for which tires you are
required to chain on the tractor, so here goes:
• A tandem-drive-axle tractor must have chains on two
tires on each side of the primary drive axle (in other
words, all four tires of the main axle); or
• If both axles are powered, one tire on each side of each
drive axle (again, four chains total required; you just
don’t have to chain the inside tires).
Now on the trailer, here’s the deal.
Chains must also be placed on two tires, one on each
side, of any axle on the trailer. The chains can be both
on the front axle, both on the rear axle or staggered with
one outside tire on the front and the outside tire of the
opposite rear axle.

PENNSYLVANIA
This is another state that can declare emergency snow
routes. If ofﬁcials declare a snow emergency route when
the roadway is covered with ice or snow, only vehicles
with snow tires or “tire chains on two tires on a driven
axle” may proceed.

SOUTH DAKOTA
The South Dakota DOT has the authority to restrict
travel on roads. Signs will alert you to these restrictions.
Violating the restrictions could land you with a Class
2 misdemeanor conviction. Tire chains or “sufﬁcient
traction devices” are allowed. You don’t have to wait for
the signs to tell you to put on your chains. Chains also
are permitted if conditions tending to cause a skid are
present.

TENNESSEE
Tennessee sends mixed signals with its regulations.
In one reg, it says that it is “permissible” to use snow
chains when conditions warrant. However, elsewhere,
the Volunteer State requires that every truck “likely to
encounter” conditions carry at least one set of chains.
So to be safe, you might want to have a couple of
chains on board and ready to go.

12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
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Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
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Replacement Models
from just $499

GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, Next to Pilot Travel Center

UTAH
The Utah DOT has the authority to restrict highway
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travel between Oct. 1 and April 30 to vehicles either
running chains or at least having them in your possession.
You will need to install four or more chains on the “drive
wheel” tires. A Class B misdemeanor ﬁne of up to $1,000
can be given for violating chain laws.

VERMONT

Vermont has a “trafﬁc committee” that will decide if use
of chains will be required. The regulation mandates that
the “advance notice shall be given to the traveling
public through signage and, whenever possible,
through public service announcements.”
This language also mandates that
adequate space be provided to chain up.
Vehicles with semitrailers or trailers
that have a tandem-drive axle towing
a trailer shall have chains:
• On two tires on each side of the
primary drive axle, or if both axles of
the vehicle are powered by the drive
line, one tire on each side of each
drive axle; and
• On one tire of the front axle and
one tire on one of the rear axles of the
trailer.

WASHINGTON
Chains must be carried Nov. 1 through April 1.
It takes ﬁve chains to comply with the requirement.
However, all vehicles of more than 10,000 pounds gross
vehicle weight must carry two extra chains in the event
that road conditions require the use of more chains or if
chains in use are broken or otherwise useless.
Chains or cables?
Chains must have two sides attached with cross-sections.
Cables can be permitted. Plastic chains are prohibited.

Selah Exit 26 (mile marker 26);
• SR 97 between mile marker 145 and the junction with
SR 2;
• SR 2 between Dryden (mile marker 108) and Index
(mile marker 36);
• SR 12 between Packwood (mile marker 135) and
Naches (mile marker 187);
• SR 97 between the Columbia River (mile marker 0) and
Toppenish (mile marker 59);
• SR 410 from Enumclaw to Naches;
• SR 20 between Tonasket (mile marker 262) and Kettle
Falls (mile marker 342);
• SR 155 between Omak (mile marker 79) and Nespelem
(mile marker 45);
• SR 970 between mile marker 0 and mile marker 10;
• SR 14 between Gibbons Creek (mile marker 18) and
intersection of Cliffs Road (mile marker 108.40); and
• SR-542 Mount Baker Highway between mile marker
22.91 and mile marker 57.26.
While much of the chain requirements are the
responsibility of the Washington State Patrol, the
regulations still outline most of the basics.

WYOMING

When Wyoming ofﬁcials enact the chain law, commercial
vehicles must have chains on at least the two outside tires
of one drive axle. Signs will notify you when the chain
law is in effect.
Not complying can cost you a minimum of $250. But if
you block the highway because you don’t have chains on,
expect a $750 ﬁne. LL
Editor’s note: The annual OOIDA chain law advisory is a
collaborative effort of the Land Line staff. Special thanks
to Staff Writer Tyson Fisher for his tireless research on
this effort.

Placement
On a dual-axle tractor, the outside tires on both axles will
need to be chained in addition to one tire on either side
of either trailer axle. Tractors equipped with wide-base
singles will have to chain each tire on each drive axle.
Route speciﬁc
On the following routes all vehicles and combinations
of vehicles of more than 10,000 pounds shall carry
sufﬁcient tire chains from Nov. 1 to April 1 to meet the
requirements:
• I-90 between North Bend (mile marker 32) and
Ellensburg (mile marker 101);
• I-82 between Ellensburg Exit 3 (mile marker 3) and
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Chaining up in Canada
Newfoundland and Labrador
According to provincial regulations, “a person shall not
operate a motor vehicle on a highway when there is snow or
ice on the surface of the highway unless” snow tires or tire
chains are fitted on the drive axle.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

OOIDA members and Land Line readers have grown
accustomed to the annual updates on chain laws in the lower
48 states in the U.S. Land Line also has received a number of
requests for a Canadian chain advisory.
So we now provide you with a comprehensive roundup of
chain- and studded tire-related laws in all 10 provinces and
three territories and continue to update them as we do the
U.S. laws. All attempts are made to ensure the information is
spot on, but if the weather has taken a turn for the worse and
you are in doubt at all, call ahead to provinces you will be
running through.

Alberta
No regulations requiring or prohibiting the use of tire chains
or studded tires. However, if you choose to use them and
damage the roadway, Alberta makes a point to let you know
you could be cited for the damage.
British Columbia
Chains and studded tires are fine when needed. In fact,
you can be fined for not having proper tires. The Ministry
of Transportation will have signs posted: “Must carry tire
chains, Oct.1-March 31.” Any vehicle found crossing that
point without proper tires is subject to a fine. Truckers only
need to carry, not install, chains at this point. However, when
encountering a sign or flashing amber lights with a message
that indicates vehicles over a certain posted gross vehicle
weight must use chains, then the chains must be installed.
Chains on a typical tractor-trailer combination must be
on all four tires of the main drive axle. There is no chain
requirement on the trailer.
Studded tires with studs up to 3.5 mm high are allowed
from Oct. 1 to April 30. A limit of 175 studs per tire for
vehicles that weigh more than 4,600 kg, 130 studs for those
that weigh less.
Manitoba
No regulations require or prohibit the use of tire chains.
However, much like the boilerplate language in many states
in the U.S., you can use chains when needed “for safety.”
New Brunswick
It is permissible to use tire chains and studded tires in cases
of “exceptional weather conditions.” Studded snow tires are
permissible at any time except from May 1 to Oct. 15.
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Northwest territories
Essentially, tire chains are allowed during icy or snow road
conditions.
Nova Scotia
“It shall be permissible to use tire chains of reasonable
proportions upon any vehicle when required for safety
because of snow, ice or other conditions tending to cause a
vehicle to slide or skid.”
Nunavut
Drivers can use tire chains in Nunavut as needed.
Ontario
Ontario is a bit trickier when it comes to studded tires. To
start, they are only permitted from Sept. 1 through May 31.
In order to use studded tires, the driver must be a resident
of Northern Ontario (north of Parry Sound and Nipissing
districts), own a business in Northern Ontario, or have road
authority having jurisdiction and control of a highway in
Northern Ontario. Non-Ontario residents may use studded
tires if the vehicle is in Ontario for no more than 30 days.
From there, Ontario has a list of regulations regarding size
and placement of the studs. Essentially, studded tires are OK
in Northern Ontario. A $1,000 fine can be given for using
studded tires in Southern Ontario.
prince Edward Island
Tire chains are permissible as long as they do not “injure”
the highway.
quebec
Chains may only be used by emergency vehicles, farm
tractors or any road vehicle used for snow removal or
winter maintenance from Oct. 15 to May 1. Studded tires
are acceptable only on passenger vehicles from Oct. 15 to
May 1. There are no regulations that specifically mention
heavy trucks and winter tires. Per a conversation with a
representative from the Ministry of Transportation, chains
and studs are prohibited on heavy trucks.
Saskatchewan
No regulations for winter tires. Studded tires and chains are
permitted.
Yukon
No regulations for winter tires. Studded tires and chains are
permitted. LL
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Replacing clutches and flickering lights

q.

A good friend of mine trucks locally doing
construction work. He’s home every night and
has an 80-foot-long garage for his tractor-trailer out
back, complete with a grease pit and an oil pump. He
buys in bulk and pays for it by doing oil changes and
minor work for me and other local truckers.
I run long haul. He does my oil changes and
inspections. It’s a good deal for him, and it saves
me money compared to my dealer or a truck stop.
My problem is my clutch. I have a 2014 Pete with a
Cummins 550 and a Fuller 18-speed manual. The
clutch is an Eaton Solo XL. With synthetic oil, I
change quarterly or around 30,000 to 35,000 miles.

Suspected problems with your
truck and trailer might not
always be what you think.
At my last oil change, my friend said the use indicator
tab showed I had to replace the clutch. I had it
replaced right after my last change, about 32,000 miles
ago. The heavy work was done at my Pete dealer. They
said they replaced part for part, all factory new, so I
shouldn’t have any off-shore crap. Is my dealer ripping
me off? Did Eaton have a problem? Please advise.

A

Replacing a clutch is a major undertaking
requiring specialized tools, proper procedures
and the right supplies (bolts, gauges and so forth). You
were wise to have your authorized dealer and his trained
personnel do it. Yes, 32,000 miles is way too soon for a
clutch to be worn out, but there are other things that can
affect wear and the indication of wear, including linkage
and the Solo mechanism itself. To check, you must go
beyond the wear indicator tab in the inspection hole.
First and least expensive, check the clutch linkage for
any signs of damage – anything like bent rods or stiff
joints that would inhibit clutch travel. If the friction
plates don’t separate completely or evenly, they will
wear excessively. But that still should yield more than
32,000 miles. When I called for more details, you
admitted to bumping a few docks “faster than usual,” as
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you put it.
When you’re in reverse and the clutch is engaged, the
indicator tab can be jarred out of position to show that
your clutch needs replacement when it doesn’t. Solo
clutches self-adjust by having two plates with beveled
ramps facing each other. When the clutch disengages,
pressure causes these ramps to move and readjust their
position relative to one another. The ramps force the
friction plate out to compensate for wear, thus selfadjusting the clutch. The ramps are angled to allow this
in a forward direction. When jarred, the wear side with
the visible indicator tab can shift to indicate more wear
than has actually occurred.
Your clutch was removed and measured for actual
wear and found to be good to go. It was a costly way to
find that you needed to improve your driving habits, but
at least you didn’t need a new clutch.

q.

I have a problem with flickering trailer lights.
I’ve been pulled over several times in the past
few years, but thankfully the boys in tan saw fit to just
give me warnings. I got so disgusted with paying to
have my trailer checked that I finally sold it. I couldn’t
afford to replace it, so now I’m pulling company
trailers for less money. But the problem is still there.
It seems as if every second or third trailer I pull has
flickering lights. For all I know, it may be every one
because drivers don’t seem to use the CB like they
used to. With all the new LED lights and super-duper
harnesses, this isn’t supposed to happen. What’s going
on? Can you help?

A

I hate to tell you, but you may have been
premature selling your trailer. Your problem
likely lies in your seven-pin connector cable or your
tractor pins. Studies have shown that the cable is almost
always disconnected at the trailer, rarely at the tractor.
Since all cables and junction boxes are designed to
Society of Automotive Engineers standards to ensure
interchangeability, tolerances must allow for variances in
manufacturing processes. Resulting gaps can range from
0.3mm or 0.016-inch on up. This is more than enough to
allow water containing corrosive road salts to enter the
assembly.
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When plugs are disconnected and reconnected,
normal wiping action removes corrosion in its early
stages, but at the tractor end this self-cleaning doesn’t
happen. TMC Recommended Practice RP159 suggests
periodic inspection of the tractor-trailer connector
cable and the SAE J-560 connector sockets and plugs
at either end. I would suggest switching the cable
ends every month in winter and every two in summer.
Every truck parts store sells terminal brushes designed
specifically for J-560 connectors. There are two types:
a male wire brush to penetrate the socket holes on the
cable assembly and a female wire brush to clean the
prongs on the tractor or trailer nose box.
TMC’s recommended inspection starts with the cord.
Make sure it’s abrasion-free. Check the “pogo stick”
or springs to make sure cables are carried high enough
that they won’t chafe. Being exposed, the cable will
eventually have ultra violet degradation. If it’s hard
cracked or brittle, replace it. Watch for excessive sag.
Inspect all terminals for dirt and corrosion, and
clean as needed using a compatible cleaner. TMC
RP155 covers corrosion prevention materials. When
reconnecting always use a dielectric grease, but use it
sparingly to prevent hydraulic lock that could prevent
complete closure.
Latching devices need to be checked. Even if
corrosion-resistant metals or engineered polymers are
used for the bodies, springs are still made of steel. If
they are weakened, they could allow the connection to
loosen allowing corrosive liquid to enter.
Maintaining your cord should help solve your lighting
problem. LL

pRESSuRE GAuGES

Load Weight Lbs
Load Weight Kg
Load Pressure 0-100 psi
Load Pressure 0-150 psi
Dual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-100 psi
Dual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-150 psi
Oil Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Air Pressure 0-100psi
Air Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Fuel Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Dual Reservoir Pressure Pri / Sec
Applied Brake Pressure 0-100 psi
Dual Applied Brake Pressure Front/Rear
Turbo Boost 0-100 psi

tEMpERAtuRE GAuGES

Outside Air Temp C/F -99 to 180f (-72 to 82c)
Dual DIsplay Outside / Inside
Inside Temp
Heater / AC Vent Temp
Dual Display Heater/AC Vent Temp/Outside Air Temp
Pyrometer: 3 Sizes, 2 1/16”, 3”, 3 1/8”
Fuel Temp • Oil Temp • Trans Temp • Water Temp
Axle Temp Front Drive or Rear Drive
Dual Display Axle Temp Front / Rear

MISC. GAuGES

NEW

GAUGES
LISTED IN

YELLOW

DO YOu HAVE
A MAINtENANCE
quEStION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.

OCTOBER 2018

Voltometer
Amp Meter 120 Amp
Clock 12/24 Hr
Hour Meter Dual Display
Air Filter Monitor “H2O
Fuel Filter Restriction “hg
Fuel Level 0-100%
Speedometer 3 1/8” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer 3 1/8”
Speedometer KW 5” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer KW 5”

• The bright LED displays automatically adjusts to your cab’s
ambient light for easy viewing - day or night.
• Small gauges ﬁt a standard 2-1/16” dia. hole.
Larger tach and speedo ﬁt standard 3-1/8” dia. hole.
• Your choice of chrome or black bezels.
• Includes high accuracy sensors with easy plug in cable assembly.
* Lifetime warranty excludes sensor cable and abuse
• Established 1985
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ROADLAw
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

What I want vs. what I need
We talk to drivers and company
owners every day, and the
conversation usually starts with the
driver or company owner letting us
know about a trafﬁc ticket. Once
we’ve discussed the basic facts, we
like to discuss the “procedural” facts
of the case.
Those facts include these details:
■ Which state issued the ticket?
■ Which speciﬁc court will the
ticket be processed in?
■ Does that particular court have
a prosecutor?
■ If there is no prosecutor, does
the citing ofﬁcer actually
prosecute the case or does the
judge simply decide?
■ Is the judge in the particular
court a lawyer or just a good
person that was elected to the
position?
So, although the physical facts of
your case are very important, where
your case is going to court and
who is hearing your case is just as
important. As always, we hope this
information helps you.

you, and in many states a trial can
be conducted without you being
there. However, a lawyer may be
limited in what they can actually do
for you at trial if you are not there,
so it is important to know the
limitations of this scenario. The
biggest hurdle is that a lawyer can’t
testify for you, so if all of the state’s
witnesses appear, they can only be
cross-examined as to their testimony,
and your side of the case will not be
presented without you there to
testify should it be necessary.
If you really can’t appear at any
point, the best course of action in
your circumstance is to allow the
lawyer to set the case for a pre-trial
conference and try to negotiate
the best plea offer. If there is not a
decent plea offer, then you have the
option to have the matter set for trial
or to just pay the violation.

q.

I got a ticket in Wyoming
for speeding. The trooper
said he clocked me at 66 mph in
a 55 mph zone. There’s no way
I was going 66 mph, because my
truck is governed right at 55 mph.
I don’t want this ticket on my
record, but I’m from Florida and
I don’t know when, if ever, I can
go back to Wyoming. Can I hire
a lawyer to go to court for me?

I got a ticket in Oregon
for swerving into the left
lane. The trooper told me that he
didn’t actually see me but that a
“four-wheeler” reported it. I want
this ticket dismissed, because it’s
not true. I never swerved into the
left lane, but I think the truck in
front of me did and that’s what
the four-wheeler was reporting. I
called the court, but they wouldn’t
let me talk to the judge. The court
clerk told me I would have to
come to court to talk to the judge,
and I can’t do that because I
don’t normally drive in Oregon.
I want this ticket dismissed.

A

A

q.
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Of course you can hire a
lawyer to go to court for

It is very uncommon in most
courts around the country

that you would ever be able to talk
to the judge about your case before a
court date. Further, most courts have
a prosecutor whose responsibility is
to prosecute or plea bargain the
cases and most judges are not going
to circumvent the prosecutor’s
function. From a procedural
standpoint, it usually takes a not
guilty plea to get your case file in
the system and transferred to the
prosecutor’s office. Once the case is
in the system, it is much easier to
discuss your case and try to work
out a favorable disposition with the
prosecutor.
From the facts you described, it
sounds like you have a good case,
and it’s a motorist complaint, so that
is in your favor, because the trooper
didn’t actually witness you swerving
into the left lane. At a trial the
trooper can’t testify to alleged facts
that he didn’t personally witness
and the complaining motorist must
appear in order for the state to prove
the case against you. Also, you are
your own best witness, so it would
be better for you to appear in order
for you to have any opportunity to be
found not guilty at trial. LL

Send any questions or comments regarding
transportation law to: Jeff McConnell
and James Mennella, Road Law, 3441
W. Memorial, Suite 4, Oklahoma City, OK
73134; call 405-242-2030, fax 888-5888983, or email RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reﬂect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
legal situation is different. Consult with
an attorney for speciﬁc advice on your
situation.
OCTOBER 2018

Some stops just
aren’t on your
regular route.

Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one of the best
alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for both owner-operators and fleets.
Our program offers protection against work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May 2021.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)

OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May 2021!!

• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred due to an
occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of travel assistance
services, discount prescription plan, and identity theft resolution services.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on
this or other medical benefits available.
OCTOBER 2018
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tAXtIpS

Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

It’s time to start preparing for tax season

q

My trucking business has
been quite successful this
year, but I don’t know what to
expect when my taxes are actually
done because of the new tax law
that took effect Jan. 1. What
should I do?

A

Now is a good time of
year to prepare for 2018
taxes, which under the new tax law
will be different than your 2017
tax return. It’s extremely important

The Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act added an estimated
20 percent deduction
for any taxpayer
that has qualified
business income from
a sole proprietorship,
partnership, or
S-corporation.
that you should have a tax
projection of your 2018 income
taxes prepared. Under previous tax
law, all net income or loss from a
sole proprietorship, partnership or

S-corporation would not be taxed
on the entity level. Instead, it
would be passed on to the
individual members. This passthrough income would then be
taxed based on the member’s tax
rate.
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
added an estimated 20 percent
deduction for any taxpayer that has
qualified business income from a
sole proprietorship, partnership or
S-corporation. For the average
sole-proprietor owner-operator,
this could mean a tax savings of
around $2,000 per year.

q
A

What is an income tax
projection?

Think of income tax
projection as a mini tax
return done during the year using
year-to-date results projected to
reflect a full year results.

q
A

How is it done?

First you need to know
your year-to-date net

income as of a certain date then
add to that the projected net
income for the rest of the year.
That will give you the projected
net income from operations for the
year. Then make your adjustments,
such as depreciation and per diem,
(if applicable) to arrive at a
projected business income for tax
purposes. Then project what your
taxes would be by preparing a
preliminary tax return.

q
A

What is the purpose?

To find out whether you
will owe or get a refund
and to adjust your estimated taxes
accordingly. You may have to
adjust your projection based on
actual results going forward.
The benefits from the tax
projection are as follows:
■ Reduce potential penalties by
not estimating your taxes
accurately.
■ Allows you plenty of time to do
tax planning before the end of
the year.

Changes to depreciation and Section 179 expensing
The way you depreciate your truck is another major
change that came from tax reform. Before the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act, tractors would be depreciated over a
three-year period, while trailers would depreciate over
five years. However, beginning in 2018, 100 percent of
the purchase will be automatically depreciated during the
year the equipment was put into service. You will have the
option to opt out and continue with a normal depreciation
schedule if you’d prefer.
After 2022, the amount of bonus depreciation will begin
to be phased out with 80 percent in 2023, 60 percent in
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2024, 40 percent in 2025, and 20 percent in 2026. Plus,
in the past, bonus depreciation was only allowed on new
equipment. Now, it can be applied to both new and used
equipment.
Those of you who have used Section 179 understand
that this allows you to immediately depreciate personal
property, which could include tractors or trailers. The Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act pushed the maximum amount from
$500,000 to $1 million. It also increased the phase-out
amount to $2.5 million. LL
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■ Helps you determine the
availably of cash regardless of
whether you will owe or get a
refund.

q

I own a trucking business.
I use the cash method of
accounting. While looking over
my books, I realized that I may
have a large net profit from my
business. How can I reduce my
net profit in order to reduce
income and self-employment taxes
due? I have several expenses that
I have not yet paid. Can I write
checks for these expenses and
mail them by Dec. 31, and deduct
the expenses on my 2018 tax
return?

A

Yes, you can deduct the
expenses on your 2018 tax
return as long as the checks clear
when they are presented to the
bank. LL

This article has been presented by PBS
Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a company
which has been providing income tax and
bookkeeping services to the trucking
industry for over a quarter century. If you
would like further information, please
contact us at 800-697-5153. Visit our
website at PBStax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is different.
This article does not give and is not
intended to give specific accounting and/
or tax advice. Please consult with your own
tax or accounting professional.

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
★ Income Tax Preparation
★ Bookkeeping Services
★ Quarterly Estimated Taxes
★ Financial Statements
★ Corporate & LLC formations

Keep healthy smiles
part of your family
memories with
an OOIDA
Dental Plan.

KEEP MORE OF WHAT
YOU EARN AND
LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Provide your family with quality
dental coverage through OOIDA.
Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the
Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides
preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan
provides preventive, basic and
major services (subject to
waiting periods).
OCTOBER 2018

only

159

$

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at 800-715-9369
for more information and a
quote on this or other medical
benefits available.

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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YOuRHEALtH

Dr. John McElligott and Dr. Donna Kennedy

Stop COPD before it starts

● Chronic cough.
● Shortness of breath, especially
during everyday activities.
● Frequent respiratory infections.
● Mucus production.
● Wheezing.
● Blueness in lips or ﬁngernails.
● Fatigue.
● Swelling in feet, ankles or leg.

What’s happening to your lungs when
you have any of the symptoms?
The air sacs (alveoli) in your lungs
have become inﬂamed, enlarged and
blocked. When the air spaces in the
depths of the lungs have become
enlarged, that can lead to irreversible
damage. Continued smoking will
guarantee these delicate sacs will
eventually be destroyed.

What are the risk
factors for COPD?
You should also consider talking with
your doctor if you have any of the risk
factors for COPD. The No. 1 risk
factor is smoking, followed by
exposure to secondhand smoke. If you
have asthma and smoke, you are at
signiﬁcant risk as well. Exposure to
dust and chemical fumes, and genetics
are also some contributing factors.
The trucking industry is known to
have a large population of smokers.
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According to NIOSH, 51 percent
of truck drivers smoke. The St.
Christopher Truckers Relief Fund
shows that COPD is in their top 10
diagnoses. So, if you want to curb
the effects of COPD or stop them
before they start, the best way is to
quit smoking. It’s been shown that it’s
harder to quit smoking than it is to
stop heroin, but we are here to help.
And as Theodore Roosevelt said,
“Believe you can and you’re halfway
there.”

So, what are
the next steps?
● Verify that you do not have another
underlying disease that may mimic
COPD.
● If it’s determined you have COPD
and the cause is smoking, make a
plan to stop.

The St. Christopher Truckers Fund has
a smoking cessation program designed
for truck drivers called Rigs Without
Cigs. You can register to get
motivation, fellow truck driver support
and free tools to help you quit. They
have already helped more than 50
drivers quit smoking completely.
Call and get help. Call your personal
physician. If you don’t have one, call
me if you need advice on how to stop
smoking and a COPD treatment
program. COPD treatment and
smoking cessation are tough, up-hill
battles. Don’t give up, your life
depends on it.
Remember we need
you Kings of the
Interstates and
Queens of the
Highways to
keep the rest of
us alive. LL

Steps to handle the
ﬁrst day of not smoking
■ Make a quit plan.
A quit plan helps you stay
focused and motivated to quit.
Visit SmokeFree.gov to learn
ways to build a plan.

■ Stay busy.
Being busy will help keep your
mind off smoking and distract
you from cravings. Exercise,
chewing gum, and going
to a movie are some of the
suggestions for helping you
keep your mind off needing a
cigarette.
■ Avoid smoking triggers.
Triggers are people, places,
things and situations that set
off your urge to smoke.
■ Stay positive.
Try not to think of quitting as
forever. Pay attention to today
and build off of that.
■ Ask for help.
Tell your family and friends
when your quit day is and ask
for their support.

Information: SmokeFree.gov

© tashatuvango - Fotolia.com

Chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease, which includes chronic
bronchitis and emphysema, is a
chronic lung disease that causes
obstructed airﬂow from the lungs,
making it hard to breathe. The
disease affects more than 11 million
Americans and is the third leading
cause of death in the U.S. There is
no cure for COPD , but it can be
prevented and treated. Early detection
is imperative to successful treatment
so you should talk with your doctor if
you have any of these symptoms:
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HOS conversation shifts
From Page 21

for that flexibility. A common statement was, “I just
want to be able to take a break.”
Missing the actual point drivers were trying to
make, the agency handed down the 30-minute rest
break in the 2013 rule along with pulling back
flexibility that the 34-hour restart provides drivers.

Function creep
of flexibility
The restrictions to the voluntary 34-hour restart were
stripped by congressional action led by Sen. Susan
Collins, R-Maine, in 2014. Drivers once again can
take the 34-hour restart whenever they want with
no requirements on how many overnight hours are
included.
That little bit of flexibility was a relief, but it
wasn’t enough. Group after group began going to
FMCSA and pleading their case to be exempt.
As of December 2017, FMCSA has granted
petitions for exemption from the 30-minute rest
break and the 14-hour on-duty clock to 14 groups
and organizations. Ranging from livestock and
bee haulers to concrete mixing operations, each
organization pleaded its case to increase flexibility
in the HOS regulations because of the commodity
hauled. Once receiving the exemptions, not one
group has been unable to renew them.
That move toward flexibility, along with the
utter outrage that commenced following the
implementation of the electronic logging mandate
and a new administrator bent on listening to drivers,
has set the stage for the first driver-driven reform to
the hours of service.
In an effort to move expeditiously in the reform
effort, the agency set a 30-day comment period,
scheduled to end Sept. 24. However, that has been
met with requests to extend that deadline by 30 and
60 days by various groups. As of press time, the
agency had not acted on those requests.
Regardless of the length of the comment period,
at the close of the comment period the agency will
consider all the relevant input, be it in the form of
formal comments or listening session discussions.
If the agency decides a change is not only needed,
but supported by research, the next step would be a
proposed rulemaking with the specific changes the
agency is considering. LL

Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

513-476-7032
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The FAqs of personal conveyance
From Page 22

Answer: As part of the ELD spec, there is required to
be a function called “authorized personal use.” However,
at the carrier level, they have to activate the use of that
function. Owner-operators need to talk to their ELD
vendor, and company drivers would have to talk to their
company about policy and procedure to get the function
activated.
The other alternative is to remain logged out of the ELD
during the time of personal conveyance. When you log
back in, the ELD will ask about these unassigned miles,
and you would reject those miles and put a note in saying
you were operating under personal conveyance.
question: I load in Dallas going to Little Rock. I
am going to take my reset over the weekend. I live in
Texarkana. I run out of hours two hours from home.
Can I use personal conveyance to get home and take
my 34-hour restart? What if I’m just wanting to take a
10-hour break?
Answer: One thing you cannot do with personal
conveyance is use it to extend your duty time. Even

though the driver is going by his or her home on their
way to deliver, when they are out of hours, they are out of
hours wherever that happens to be.
That movement, that additional two hours from the
point where the driver ran out of hours progressing
toward the destination of the load, is considered on-duty
time. It doesn’t matter if you were planning on taking a
10-hour rest break or a voluntary 34-hour restart.
Bottom line, you cannot extend your on-duty driving
time by using personal conveyance.
question: I began to look for safe parking with an
hour or two left on my clock, but I ran out of hours
while traveling from truck stop to truck stop looking
for safe parking. Can I continue to drive on personal
conveyance until I find a safe place to rest?
Answer: This is a tough situation, and FMCSA
recognizes how hard it has gotten for the drivers. In the
described case, technically speaking, you cannot continue
on under personal conveyance.
Drivers should be reminded that everyone understands
this situation, and the one good thing about that is the
ELD will demonstrate where you were and what you were
doing. So, if you did wind up in violation, then it would

Don’t let short-term
injury cripple your
business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s
Voluntary Group Short Term
Disability Plan.

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

• Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their membership
effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical history.
This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
• 24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.
• Two plan options available with 30-day waiting periods before benefits
are payable – one with a $400 weekly benefit*, and one with a $500
weekly benefit*, if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the
maximum weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.
(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

• Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services included at no
additional cost.
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Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on
this or other medical benefits available.
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be obvious what you were doing. I also recommend
that drivers make an annotation if they wound up
over their 11 hours of on-duty driving time because
they were looking for parking. Put a note in when
you are at a truck stop and can’t find a spot before
you proceed to the next place. Those notes are
helpful.
question: What happens if I’m using personal
conveyance correctly but I’m still cited?
Answer: Sometimes mistakes happen. There is
a process to challenge inspections called DataQs.
There is an online process where you put in the
information of the inspection and evidence to
support your claim and that will get reviewed to
determine whether a change should be made to the
inspection.
question: How does FMCSA define a “nearby,
reasonable, safe location,” included in the
guidance?
Answer: FMCSA does not define those terms,
deliberately. As soon as the agency does define
them, then it becomes a little bit more restrictive.
FMCSA is leaving that up to the driver to make that
call as to what those terms mean.
FMCSA does not want drivers to put themselves
into a situation where they feel unsafe because they
are somewhere without adequate lighting, facilities
or whatever the case may be.
It’s also important to go back to context in the
guidance. The example cited is when a driver
believes he or she had enough time to get loaded
or unloaded at a shipper or receiver but instead
runs out of hours. In that instance, the guidance is
intended to allow drivers to proceed to the nearest
reasonable, safe location for the purpose of getting
rest. The reason this is personal conveyance is
because the sole reason you are moving your
truck is for the personal reason of getting your rest
required by the regulations.
What FMCSA does not want is for drivers to “go
an hour on down the road to your favorite truck
stop.” The point is to get to the closest place that
you can where there are adequate facilities and
you’re in a place where you can feel safe. If they
get stopped, everything will be right there on your
ELD. Officers know the area, and they will be able
to tell if you’ve passed up a good location where
you could have rested. LL
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OOIDAON THE ROAD
By Land Line Staff

OOIDAÕs fight for truck drivers continues
Last month, the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association
celebrated 45 years of fighting for the
rights of truck drivers.
And after 45 years, the fight
continues.
“OOIDA represents the people who
drive trucks,” said Jon Osburn,
skipper of OOIDA’s touring tractortrailer the Spirit of the American
Trucker. “ATA represents the suits.
With OOIDA, it’s not always about
the bottom line. It’s all about how
things are going to affect the man or
woman behind the wheel.”
In addition to advocacy, Osburn said
OOIDA does a good job of supplying
information its members need through
Call to Action announcements, Land
Line Magazine, Land Line Now and
daily online content.

“Who else is supplying that kind of
information every day to their
members? The answer is no one,”
Osburn said.
The Association currently boasts
about 162,000 members.
However, Osburn said OOIDA is
always looking to increase that
number.
“There is power in numbers,” he
said.
Annual membership fees are only
$45. Find Jon at The Spirit and
receive $10 off the regular price.
In October, The Spirit will make
stops in Illinois, Ohio, Michigan,
Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut,
New Jersey, Maryland and Virginia.
One of the stops will be the TA off
Interstate 80 in Lamar, Pa., from
Oct. 11-12. This stop has some

historical significance for OOIDA as
Lamar, Pa., was the site where
OOIDA’s first president, J.W.
Edwards, stopped traffic with his rig
during the oil embargo in 1973 and
refused to move until he got a meeting
with power brokers in Washington,
D.C.
“There is a lot of history there,”
Osburn said. “That will be a pretty
cool stop.” LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has also
worked as a paramedic
and a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives
with his wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and
travels with his loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: OCT 2018
Oct. 1-3

Petro Effingham, IL

I-70/I-59 exit 159

Oct. 4-6

T/A London, O

I-70 exit 79

Oct. 7-9

T/A Ann Arbor, MI

I-94 exit 167

Oct. 11-12

T/A Lamar, PA

I-80 exit 173

Oct. 13-15

Petro Carlisle, PA

I-81 exit 52

Oct. 16-17

Petro Scranton, PA

Oct. 18-19

T/A Maybrook, NY

I-84 exit 5

Oct. 20-23

T/A Willington, CT

I-84 exit 71

Oct. 24-26

Petro Bordentown, NJ

I-295 exit 56

Oct. 27-29

T/A Baltimore S., MD

I-95 exit 41A

Oct. 30-31

T/A Richmond, VA.

I-95 exit 89
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I-81 exit 178B

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for
their generous use of the 2017
5700 EX Phantom II. Western Star’s
support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.

OCTOBER 2018

OCTOBER 2018

LAND LINE 101

DASHBOARDCONFIDENTIAL
Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

Trucks come here all the time
Probably since the beginning of
trucking time truck drivers have
heard the adage, “Trucks come
here all the time.” Often we hear
it at annoying moments, like when
arriving at a questionable customer
location and someone lays it on
you. I have to fit this in there?
One of my memorable delivery
points in the early ’70s was on the
lower west side of Manhattan. Me,
driving an R Model Mack with a
42-foot dry box, I find my way to
the dock. From building to building

She met me, looked at
the truck and said “How
did you get that truck
here?” I reminded her
of her insistence that
“trucks come here all
the time.”
the street was probably 50 feet of
separation in between. I had to back
in, flush with the door opening that
was built for horse drawn carts
in the 1700s. I did the deal, with
2 inches between the opposing
building and my mirrors. Trucks
come here all the time, they said.
Doing my cool-car-hauling gig,
I had so many people who insisted
“trucks come here all the time.”
Like the guy near Taos, N.M.,
giving me instructions to use this
road to that road.
“Follow that until you run out
of pavement,” he said. “It turns to
gravel, and when you cross the fire
ditch …”
Whoa! Stop right there. Cross
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the fire ditch? I don’t think so. Car
dude says, “But how do I get my
car?” Easy. Where the pavement
ends, that’s where I’ll be. Come and
get it. Fire ditch. Seriously?
The lady at the top of Mullholland
Drive, north of Beverly Hills,
claimed trucks come here all the
time. Normally I would go to my
regular spot off Sunset Boulevard
and the customer would come and
get the car. On major insistence by
the client and a faint memory of
having been up there in the past,
me, like a dope, thought I could
make it.
I had a shorter-wheelbase tractor
and a 48-foot trailer then, so I was
good to go. Hitting Mullholland
Drive off the 405, I wormed
my way across the summit. A
spectacular view of the city below
but I had little chance to enjoy the
view. The turns got tighter, often I
had to wait for oncoming traffic to
clear as I was edge-to-edge of the
road to keep the trailer from going
over the edge. I’m starting to get a
little bit nervous. Maybe this was a
bad choice.
Creepy crawling along, I found
the wide spot to offload the car that
Mrs. Rolls Royce told me about.
She met me, looked at the truck
and said “How did you get that
truck here?” I reminded her of her
insistence that “trucks come here all
the time.”
She offered that she thought I
was driving a U-Haul-size truck.
Really? I can bring six cars from
the East Coast in a U-Haul, ma’am?
Blank stare (blonde moment). More
to the point, how do I get out of
here? We took a ride in her new

Rolls Royce, and she showed me
some connecting roads that lead me
off the Mullholland summit. Ever
see the Hollywood sign? Guess
where I was. I was never so glad to
see the Hollywood Freeway traffic
jam. I was saved from my own
stupidity.
Crank up to my new gig doing
power-only – meaning I take a new
and different trailer for a client each
trip. Sometimes it is new trailer,
sometimes techie trailers to jobsites,
sometimes stage productions for
plays, live events and sports gigs.
Thanks to Google Maps and the
satellite view, I have gotten pretty
good at figuring out where I will
fit and where I will not. Sometimes
the satellite view warns me about
where I will next be pulling my hair
out. Trucks come here all the time,
they say.
A live stage production in
Pittsburgh had me in a spot that had
me wishing I had that little R Model
Mack and 42-foot trailer. I got it in
there with inches to spare. But, darn
that was tight. No loss of paint on
exiting but I was happy to hit the
open road. Another gig that took
me to a military base in Northern
California with full escort. A good
thing, as the escort had me taking a
cow path to the remote destination
at the top of the mountain. And to
think I once balked at crossing the
fire ditch. I love this gig.
Sometimes, I get reminded of
Clint Eastwood’s Dirty Harry
quote. “A man has got to know his
limitations.” I do and try not to
push it, and being wary has served
me well, regardless of clueless
housewives. LL
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Voters to decide on
transportation issues in 10 states
From Page 29

Oregon
Measure 104 is a constitutional amendment that would
require a three-fifths supermajority for legislation to make
changes in taxes and fees. Specifically, the changes to
tax expenditures would apply to exemptions, credits and
deductions. In addition, tax and fee creation or increases
must also have supermajority approval.

Utah
Opinion Question 1 on the state’s ballot will ask voters
whether to increase fuel taxes for a nontransportation
purpose.
The state now collects 29.4 cents per gallon on fuel
purchases to help cover transportation costs. A portion
of revenue from the state’s general fund – $600 million
annually – also is applied to roads.
The nonbinding question will get voters’ opinion about
putting money ordinarily reserved for road use instead
toward education. Specifically, the revenue would be used
to help cover costs to increase salaries for teachers and
support staff.
A portion of new revenues also would be applied to

local roads.
To help minimize the hit to Utah residents’ pocketbooks,
state property taxes would be frozen for the next five
years. In addition, personal and corporate income taxes
would be lowered from 5 percent to 4.95 percent.

Washington
Voters will decide this fall whether to impose a first-of-itskind fee or tax on carbon emitters.
Approval of Initiative 1631 would impose a fee on
carbon content of fossil fuels sold or used in the state and
electricity generated or imported into the state.
Starting in 2020, the fee would be levied on the largest
carbon emitters. The fee is described as an aggressive
policy to combat climate change that charges polluters
for the right to emit carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases.
The carbon fee would start at $15 a metric ton of
carbon. It is estimated the levy would add about 14 cents
to each gallon of fuel. The fee would increase annually by
$2 per ton of carbon emission, plus the rate of inflation.
According to estimates, the levy would generate about
$2.2 billion in its first five years.
The revenue would be invested into a new fund
to support projects designed to accelerate the state’s
transition away from fossil fuels. LL

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and Puritan Life
Insurance Company of America of Austin, TX*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 11823 Winston-Salem, NC 27116.
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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Congratulations
Life Members

Raafi Abdur-Rahman
Arthur Abshear
Angelo Aguilar
Sulaiman Akinrinola
Terry Aleshire
Alton Alexander
Larry Allen
Henry Allison
Kim Ames
David Anderson
Gary Anderson Jr.
Steven Anderson
Jessie Andrews
Michael Armstrong
Abdulkarim Ashur
Daniel Atkinson
Clyde Aument
Rod Ausmus Jr.
Charlene Aycock
Michael Bader
Russell Bagby
David Bailes
David Bailey
Charles Baker
Paul Baker
Robert Baldwin
Michael Banks
Earl Bannister
Paula Bantam
Ronald Bantam
Frank Barberi
Richard Barker
Nicholas Barlage
Craig Barnett
Herbert Barrett Sr.
Timothy Barrett
William Barton
Benjamin Bass
Charles Bates
Johnny Baumeister Jr.
Gregory Bazluki
Lindsay Beachamp
Willis Beachy
Ed Bearce
Roberta Bell
John Benish
William Bennett
Thomas Bergman
Wesley Beszter
Darrell Beyer
Kel Beyko
Alan Bickerton
Leroy Binns
Fatin Bizzari
Gregory Black
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Michael Blackmon
Brian Blair
Kerry Blair
Dale Bobb
Wayne Bode
Rex Bolling
Jerome Bone
Tim Bono
Billy Borgard II
Kenneth Borgmeyer
James Boring
Bernard Borofka
Douglas Boudreau
John Bovee
Robert Boyd
Donna Brackbill
Jamye Bradmon
Renee Bragg
David Branchaud
Pamela Branchaud
Douglas Brandenburg
Earl Brechbill
David Brethold
Shelley Brewer
Richard Brisco
Danny Brooks
Billy Brown
Jerry Brown
Lemel Brown
Maalikk Brown
William E. Broyles Jr.
Kathleen Buck
Malcolm Buie
Shirley Burgess Jr.
Lee Burgett
Gary Burkholder Sr.
Calvin Bush
Rodney Buterbaugh
Harold Buzick
Emanuel Byers
Michael Byro
Kenneth Caccamise
Kurt Cahill
Wayne Caldwell
Jessie Callahan
Michael Carl
Elaine Carlson
Bryant Carney
Barry Carpenter
Mathew Carroll
Pete Casci
G.R. Case
Keith Case
Donald R. Cash
Adam Cason

Dean Cassel
Joe Casteel
Jimmy Castellano
Douglas Catsman
Jeffrey Cederholm
Terry Chancellor
Abraham Chapman
John Chase
Lee Chase
Andrew Chisholm Jr.
Larry Christensen
Richard Christy
Marcus Chupp
Scott Church
Michael Clark
Raymond Clarkson
John Clements
Dana Cleveland
Kenneth Cobb Jr.
Norm Cobb
Donald Cohen
James Coker
Kevin Cole
John Coleman
Don Collins
Gerald Collins
William A. Comstock
Jesse Condit
Charles Condran Jr.
Bob Conyers
Gene Cook
Richard Cooper Sr.
Clarence Corker
Larry Corley
Edward Cosby
Robert Cowan II
Monty Cox
Robert Cramsey
Chris Crandall
David Crandall
Roy Cressler
David Cunningham
Eugene Czubakowski
Edsel Dacons
Glenn Dale
Dale Danberry
Robert Danford
David A. Danielson
Howard Daschofsky
Rocky Davenport
Rodney Davis
Georgia De La Rosa
Mario De La Rosa Sr.
Daniel De Ram
Donald De Water

Craig De Wolf
Billy Decker
Volker Dengel
Keith Devin
Martin Dickerson
Dennis Dietz
Ken Dixon
Dennis Dobson
Kerry Dodson
Percy Donelow
David Dooley
Larry Douglas
Mike Dragonetti
Keith Drake
John Drumheller
Ricky Dubuc
Woodson Dudley
Jeffrey Dunbar
Raiford Duncan
Gerald Dunn
James Dupree
Earl Durbin
Jack Durham
Thomas Eastman
Michael Eck
Thomas Eckers
Curtis Edgerly
Steven Edwards
Kenneth Elkerton
Richard Elmy Jr.
Thomas Elrod
Donald Elson
Edward Eltzroth
Albert Elvina
Garry Emberson
Rickey Emerson
David Eppehimer
Kent Estes
Shelly Estes
Ronnie Eversoll
Jack Fadiga
Steven Fair
Curtis Fairchild
Cedric Falkner
Bonnie Fawcett
Marvin Fendrich
Edward Ferrari
Herbert Fiedler
Katherine File
Daniel Fimbres
Floyd Finch
Tracy Fischer
Charles Fishback
Michael Fisher
Douglas Fletcher III

Robert Floyd
William R. Fluck
Nathaniel Ford
Randall Foreman
Steven Foss
Cathryn Fox
Steven Fox
Dean Fralix
Michael Frame
Lori Franklin
William Franklin
Kurt Franzen
Donald Fraser
Bradley Frazier
Robert Fredericks
Tracie Fredericks
Richard Frey
Carl Fuller
Ron Fye
J.P. Gagnon
Kenneth Gallagher
Gail Gallanger
Stephen Galvin
Thomas Ganci
Lynn Garn
Don Garrett Jr.
Kenneth Garrow
Robert Gavin
Barry George
John Gerber
Robert Gerth
Terry Geschwender
Darrell Geske
Raymond Getske Jr.
Dennis Gilbertson
Mose Gingerich
Freddie Ginns
Jim Glover
Merrill Goering
Larry Golembiowski
Bobby Goodman
Charles Goodnight
Lloyd Goodnow
John Goodwin
Fred Gorges
George Gosch
Lowell Goulding
Daniel Grabill
John Graf
Dennis Graham
Jerry Graham
Michael Graham
Michael Grainger
Billy Grantham
James Graper

Melissa Graper
Norman Gray
James Green
Bhola Grewal
Lawrence Griffin
Lyle Griffith
Duane Groskreutz
Ken Grundhaus
Robert Gulland
Layna Gunderson
Antoon Haan
Kimberly Haan
Kevin Hagenow
Dale Hager
Allen Hall
Lars Hall
Robert Hall Sr.
Ralph Halvorson
Darrell Hamby
Carl Hamilton
Michael Hance
Samuel Hannah
Patrick Hannay
Franklin Harper
James Harris
Myron Harris Jr.
Kim Alan Hart
Everett Harwood
Kyne Hatch
Ginger Hawkes
Duncan Hawking
Letha Haynes
Gary Helm
Jack Helton
Steven Helton
Michael Henderson
Loren Hennings
Rodney Herlitzke
Daryl Hernblad
James Herod
Clentis Herrington
Merle Hewitt
Patricia Hicks Jr.
Ralph Hicks
Bruce Higgins
Sandy Higgins
James Hildebrant
Eric Hill
John Hinckley
Freddie Hinton
Mike Hixson Jr.
Steven Hobbs
Michael Hodge
Mandee Hodges
Robert Hodges

Larry Hoff
Kelly Hogan
Kimberly Holley
Nicolas Holley
Joseph Hollins
Donald Holloway
Timothy Holty
Daniel Honerkamp
Glenn Honeycutt
Levi Horst
Ronald Hotchkiss II
James Howell
James Hubbell
Ronald Huey
Allen Hughes
Floyd Hughes
Daniel Hull
Bryon Hulla
Harlan Hunt
Mark Hunter
Michael Huss
Robert Ikerd
James Indiciani
Mary Jackson
Ralph Jackson
W. Jackson
Richard Jaros
Danny Jarrard
Doc Jarrett
Tony Jarrett II
John Jay
Joseph Jenkins
Don Jensen
Kenneth Jensen
Don Johnson
Floyd Johnson
Mark Johnston
Elton Jones
Geoffrey Jones
James Jones
Lonelle Jones Jr.
Mack Jones
Richard Jones
Terry Jones
Varnell Jones
Keith Jordan
Mark Jordan
Paul Jost Jr.
Harold Joy
Steven Joyner
Thomas Junge
Larry Keene
Joseph Keller
Carl Kellner
James Kelly
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For more information on becoming a member of OOIDA,
contact us 816-229-5791 or visit OOIDA.com
Steven Kelso
Danny Kennard
Albert Kern
Scott Kesler
Matthew Kettler
Leonard Kieswetter
David King
Delmar King Sr.
Larry King
Will King
James Kirby
Gerald Kissinger
Rick Klatt
Alan Kobermann
James Konecke
Paul Kotowski
Eric Kramer
Lawrence Kras
Larry Kruger
Leon Kuhn
Roger Kunkel

Brian Kunkle
Joseph Labonte
William Labore
Eldon Lacy
Gary Lafitte
Robert Lambert
Rick Lamphere
George Lampman
Joseph Lapczenski
Terry Lapham
Richard Lapinski
James Lapp
Edward Laprell
Donald Lautanen
Michael Lauterbur
Deborah Leanna
Bruce Lee
George Lee
James Lemons
Robert Lennard
Wayne Lester

Katherine Levert
Ron Levert
Robert Levine
Clarence Lewis
James Lewis
Monte Lewis Jr.
Larry Lezer
Michael Lindsay
Rick Linneman
Homer Lipps
Richard Liskow
Michael Littlejohns
Pauline Locklear
Cathy M. Lockley
Larry Lockley
David Loewen
Keith Lohmann
Christopher Lowry
Donald Loyd
Kenneth Ludeman
Thomas Ludwig

William Lujan
Charles Luther
Gene MacCormack
Michael MacDougall
David Mackey
Michael Mallory
Phillip Mangen
Carl Mann
Jack Manuel
Antonio Marrero
Daniel Martin
Karen Martin
Larry Martin
Michael Martin
Ronald Martin
David Mason
Tim Mastre
Michael Mathews
Thaddeus Mathews
Kenneth Mathis
Dennis Mattern

Steve Maxfield
Darrell Maxwell
Marilyn Maxwell
Robert Maxwell
Carlie Mayberry
Michael Mayes
Norman Mayfield
Randall McAnally
Kenny McCarroll
Rick McCarty
Keith McClain
Scott McClellan
Bill McClung
Kenneth McClure
Clyde McCoy
Kevin McEnerney
Larry McGregor
Wade McKelvey
Larry McKinney
Theodore McKinney
Leonard McKinzie

Michael McLaughlin
Ronald McMains
Edward McMasters
Charles McNeill Sr.
Bruce McRae
Terry Medford
Ernest Medley
Kam Mehrani
Daniel Melzer
Dwight Merrell
Alan Merrill
Doug Merrill
John Merrill
Dean Meyer
Vincent Meyers
Mark Michael
Douglas Middleton
Daniel Millar
Leroy Miller
Mark Miller
Philip Miller

Riley Miller
Ritchie Miller
Robert Miller Sr.
Rodney Miller
Roger Miller
William Miller
Donald Milliser
Curtis Milton
Jim Mingus
Dennis Mintling
Donald Mitchell
Patrick Mitchell
Theodore Mix
George Moncrieff
Joe Montgomery Jr.
Elisabeth Mooney
Jerry Mooney
David Moore Jr.
James Moore
Eric Moorman
Delbert Morgan

Continued on Page 106

Senior Members
Dale W. Adams
Michael Scott Adams
Michael Todd Adams
Olawale Adegbenro
James H. Adkins Jr.
Edward Amaral
Nathaniel Anderson
Khalil Aziz
Stacy Batiste
Herod Belair
Ramzi Berberi
Mark Bertram
Kenneth Blackmon
Beau Bouillion
Abdul Braimah
Alfred C. Brown Jr.
James Brown
Jan Barend Burghout
Marvin L. Byler
Darryl Cage
Melody Camlin
Kenneth Ray
Chandler
Kevin Chenevert
Pamela K. Clark
Jacob Clayborne
Andre Clemmons
Patrick L. Clemmons
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James E. Coleman
Erwin F. Collins
Vincent Crisanti
Delis Cruz
John E. Dansel
George T. Darling Jr.
Timothy L. Daunt
Douglas L. Davidson
Marcus A. Day
Moreecy Day III
Stephen L. Deas
Michael Deshong
Calvin R. Doiel
Gaylon J. Dorsey
Raymond Duncan
Phillip M. Easter
Jon C. England
Neil Esposito
Jerry R. Farmer
Danny Feagan
Everett W. Ferris
Wayne H. Flathman
Lori N. Fletcher
Greg Fratz
Ronald E. Frost
Christopher F.
Gallagher
Leigh Garland

Amanda R. Gear
Richard Gonzalez
Douglas A. Goodwin
Michael Lee Gossett
James E. Hale
Francis C. Harley
David Harris
Loretta Clark Hill
Joshua R. Holt
Barry Horowitz
Wayne Howery
Frank R. Humphries
Patrick W. Ives
Dale P. Jason
Cindy Jenkins
James F. Jones
Jeffrey R. Kasken
Judy M. Kinnan
Jamie Klaschen
Ronald E. Klicki
James M. Knott
Larry A. Koch
Arlin Koehn
Ronald E. Kuhlman
Joe La Brec
Mark Lafferty
David K. Langdon
David Allan Lawicki

Jenson Lawrence
Teea Linn
Dan W. Love
Patrick M. Lucas
Troy J. Luenebrink
Uriel Madera
Joe M. Marsh
Jeff D. Martin
Michael Q.
McCormack
Steven M. McElver
Dale R. Meinecke
Richard A. Mellon
Amandeen
Mohammed
Shane T. Moore
Sherrey Moore
Shannon Marie Morris
Jacob Moser
Kenny Munn
Beth M. Myers
Kenneth E. Needham
Theresa G. Needham
George Nelson
Sharon Nelson
Dan L. Nienaber
Scott T. Nixon
Eduardo Nunes

Howard Oestreich
John O’Neal
Charles R. O’Quinn
Leo C. Orphe
Wes A. Osieleniec
Gerald A. Osmera
Lisa A. Parizek
Gerald R. Parsons
Stephen B. Peck
Mark E. Peed
Luis A. Pena
Donald L. Peterson Sr.
Donald L. Peterson Jr.
Gayla D. Pierce
Marek Podgorski
Allan A. Preiser
Raymond S. Rader
Robert J. Rathke
Filemon Reyes
Douglas D. Rice
Larry Rich
David A. Rinn Jr.
Ermin Rizvanovic
Gerald A. Rochester
James Runion II
Rickey D. Sallee
Brian L. Sanders
Rhonda L. Sanford

Rade Saric
Bernhard Sawatzky
Curt G. Scharfencamp
Thomas Scheffner
Kevin Sheehy
Norman P. Shepherd
Andrew K. Silcox
Jim L. Smart
Tina Smith
James David Snow
Donald R. Sorrells
Tom Speldrich
David Stallworth
Elliot I. Stokes
Dawn Marie Stoklasa
Ronald L. Stuller
Hector M. Suarez
Steven C. Summers
Ryan W. Talley
Brian A. Taylor
Brian P. Taylor
Tina Taylor
Jeffrey S. Thomas
Irwin S. Thompson
Edward D. Todd
Gregory Tucker
Ronald Gene Tucker
Daniel Lee Tyler

Miguel Angel Unigarro
John Utterback
Luis Valdivia
Exavia R. Wafer
Harrel R. Waldon
Robbie R. Warren
Crystal Washington
Kevin L. Webb
William Scott Webber
Cody Wendling
Billy Williams
Lincoln G. Willis
Wayne C. Wise
Aaron B. Witmer
Cynthia L. Wolf
George H. Wolf
Roger A. Worley
Timothy S. Wozencraft
Margaret E. Wyatt
Michael R. Wynia
Joy Wyss
Kenneth Young Jr.
Ronald R. Zezulka
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Congratulations

Life Members
From Page 105

Michael Morone
Ronald Morris
Terrance Morrison
Greg Motrenec
James Mount
Anthony Muhammad
James Mulder
Phil Mulder
Jeffrey Mumm
Morris Mumma
James Murphy
Sylvia Murray
Cal Myers
Steven Myers
Peter Mylen
Michael Nardini
Richard Nash
Michael Nauseef
Kathy Nelms
Darrel Nelson
Duane Nelson
Randall Nelson
James Nesterak Jr.
Gary Niblett Sr.
Robert Nichol Jr.
Delos Niles
Jerry Noakes
Bret Noggle
Michael Norris
John Nowak
Kenneth Ogden
Jeffrey Olin
Lisa Olin
Chester Oliphant
Kenneth Olson
Ray Olson
Steve Olson
James Ostrom
Charles Paduano
Alan Parfitt
Donald Parks
Won Park
J.C. Pate
Charles Paul
William Payne
Floyd Peek Jr.
Donald Peery
Gordon Perkins
Nick Perry
Ronnie Perry
Michael Pesicka
Curt Petersen
Phil Pfisterer
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John Phair
Douglas Phelps
Gary Phillips
Melvin Phillips
Dale Pierce
Pat Pierson
Dale Pies
Donald Pinner
Connie Piper
Todd Piper
Wayne Pitcher
Duane Plessinger
Jerry Pliska
Brenda Poelking
Mark Poole
Kenneth Pope
Keith Pratt
Robert Presley
Ronny Prewitt
Arnold Price Jr.
Henry Puckett
Neil Puckett
Carl Pulley
Joseph Purshock III
Howard Puskaric
Constance Quenett
Robert Quenett
Terrell Quiram
Paulette Quiring
Tom L. Rairdon
Steven W. Ralston
Donald Ramey
Harvey Ramey
Stanley Ramey
Tom Randall
William Randall
Kalev Rapp
Kirk Rappleye
David Rasmussen
Stephen Ray
Warren Raymer
Gary Reece
Raymond S. Reed
Mark Reeder
Carl Reesman
James Regenauer
Richard Rego
Rick Reich
Jeffrey Reid
Doyle Reinberg
David Rheinscheld
Ronald Rice
James Richardson

J. Christopher Ricks
Kevin Riggins
H. Wayne Rish
Clyde Roberson
Gilbert Robinson
Henry Robinson
Niles Robinson
William Robles
Ricky Rodgers
Brian Rodman
Daniel Rodriguez
John Roller
Robert Rose
Charles Ross
George R. Rostad
Michael Rountree
Daniel Rousey
Erik Royce
Teotis Rozier
Michael Ryan
Guy Sanborn
Robert Sandburg
Terrence Sapyta
Richard Schantz
Carsten Schidlack
Karen Schiller
Terence Schima
Keith Schmadeke
Michael Schober
Donald Schorr
Willam Seale
Philip Sefiane
Ronald Seibert
Leroy Seiferth
John Selhorst
Michael Shake
Thomas Shaw
Wayne Shaw
Terrance Shear
Thomas Sheehan
Chester Shelton
Thomas Shields
William Shives
Gary Short
Lonny Siegel
Siguryon Sigurdson
Henry Simmons
Eugene Simon
Michael Sims
Harwinder Singh
Simratpal Singh
Jeffery Singleton
Lester Slone

Brian Smith
Bruce Smith
Cheryl Smith
Darrell Smith
Daryl Smith
Larry Smith
M. Smith
Michael Smith
Richard Smith
Robert Smith
Tony Smith
James Sobolik
Russell Souliere
Raymond Sour
James Sparks
William Sparks
John Spaulding III
William Speaker
Richard Spears
Dirk Speed
Robert Speer III
John Spencer
Robert Spice
Sam Spicer
Theodore Sprung
Gary Staggs
Ricky Stahl Jr.
Howard Starnes
Rodney Startin
Jerry Stein
Danny Stevens
Joel Steward
Julie Steward
Dale Stewart
C.R. Stoeckmann
John Stoehr
Thomas Strazza
Richard Stutzman
Steven Suiter
Randolph Sullivan
Jim Sutherland
Charles Suttles
James Swenson
Randall Tardif
Charles Taylor
David Taylor
F.L. Taylor
Harvey Taylor
Nicole Taylor
Walt Taylor
Douglas Tenhouse
Robert Tennie
Maurice Thibeault

Donald Thivierge
Gerald Thomas
Brian Thompson
Jay Thompson
Jon Thompson
Rowland Thompson
Samual Thompson
Gary Thorson
Pat Thrasher
Kim Tkachyk
Fritz Tomlinson
Tony Tompkins Jr.
Gordon Towe
Robert Trauernicht
Reyna Traywick Nance
John Trendel
Norman Truelove
Gerald Truesdale
Joann Trumbla
Ronnie Trumbla
Daniel Tubbs
Paul Turnage
Joseph Turner
Baron Tutcik
Gwendolyn Twain
Jerrold Unruh
James Van Dyk
Dwayne Varner
Terry Verner
Joe Vied
Landa Vincent
Charles Virnig
Garry Visconti
Randy Vruwink
Michael Walden
Brad Walker
James Walker
Keith A. Walker
Munford Walker
Michael Walls
John Waltersdorf
Darrell Walz
Gina Ward
Jamie Ward
Jimmie Ward
Robert Waterman Sr.
A. Keith Waters
Michael Watkins
Ernie Webb
Harold Welling
Kirk Wells Jr.
Brian Welsh
Larry Whisnant

Keith Whitaker
Benny White
David White
Duane White
James White Jr.
Phillip White
Robert Whitley
Terry Whittle
Gregory Wieczorek
Ella Wilcox
Brian Wilkening
Richard Willer
David Williams
Donald Williams
Kenneth Williams
Mark Williamson
William Willmann
Rodney Wilson
Mark Winhoven Jr.
Richard Leon Winston
Michael Wolfryd
Jason Wolpink
William Womack Sr.
Bruce Womer
James Wood
Jeffrey Woods
David Woodward Jr.
Austin Wooten
Mary Worden
Mike Wright
Anthony Wrobleski
Christina Wrobleski
Robert Wroten
Everett Wulff
Troy Wynn
Samuel Wyse Jr.
Randy Yearton
Beth Yeatts
Zarach Yisrael
Michael Young Jr.
William Young
Rudolph Zabodyn
Ruth Zabodyn
Zbigniew Zarudzki
Ken Zell
Jeff Zerblis
Francis Zielinski
Michael Ziezulka
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DOT INvESTIgATION

Truck drivers to receive
restitution in medical
exam fraud case
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

A Pennsylvania woman was ordered to
pay nearly $4,000 in restitution to 20
victims, including 18 truck drivers, after
pleading guilty to falsifying FMCSAregulated medical examiner certificates.
Joann Wingate of Mechanicsburg,
Pa., was ordered by a federal court on
Aug. 23 in Harrisburg, Pa., to pay a total
of $3,913.85. Wingate was previously
sentenced to two years of probation.
She was accused of impersonating
a doctor to provide DOT physicals
in 2014. According to the Office of
Inspector General, the investigation
disclosed that Wingate falsified
medical examiner certificates and
forged documents using the identity
of an unsuspecting licensed physician.
Wingate pleaded guilty to wire fraud and
false statement charges in November
2017.
“The victims identified in this case
are truck drivers who obtained their
medical examiner’s certificate from
Wingate after she was suspended by
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
Department of State,” Ada Valaitis, a
U.S. DOT Congressional and Public
Affairs officer, wrote in an email
response to Land Line. “In some of
these instances, Wingate forged an
unsuspecting and legitimate doctor’s
name and license number on the
certificate. The Pennsylvania State
Police and Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation required the truck
drivers to have another medical
examination conducted after the fraud
was uncovered.”
As part of the restitution, 17 of the
truck drivers were ordered to receive
$65 each and another $85 for the cost of
the exam. The judge ordered Wingate to
pay Lab Corps and Alere Laboratories
$531.85 and $2,192, respectively, for
unpaid balances. LL
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Direct-mailed to over 211,000 professional truckers
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IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
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● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net
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DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

NEEDED:

Drop Today – Cash Today
S
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LightSpeed Dispatching offers freight
dispatching to drivers across the nation.
We will get you TOP DOLLAR
on all freight movements. Call us now.

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY DISPATCHING SERVICES

LightSpeed

TRUCKER TAX HELP

Drivers who want
to make money!
All types of equipment
We will get you paid in all major lanes

SINCE
1990

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net

U.S. Distributor

Dispatching

Bus: 703-360-4524
Cell: 703-200-8045
Email: rogerdeansnell@yahoo.com

Accountants & CPA’s who have
worked in the trucking industry
■ Corporate & Individual Tax Returns
■ All 50 States
■ IRS Issues
■ Year-Round Tax Advice

Our customers say it best:
“I have been driving 18 wheelers for the
past 42 years. I set up my Corporation
and hired Corporate Capital to do all of
my bookkeeping and tax returns for my
business. With them doing my books I
have offset my expenses each year and
pay the minimum in taxes.”
~ Robert Dowdy, Cisco Group, Inc.

www.corpcapinc.com

WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:
• Find loads
• Complete broker contracts
• Sign rate sheets
• Gather insurance certiﬁcates
• Complete invoicing for O/Os
& small ﬂeet owners
• Provide Big Road Electronic
Log Tracking for O/Os

Save time
and stay
focused on
what you
do best
CONTACT US TODAY

www.maxmilles.com
219-863-1091
“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Carlson, President/Owner

855-810-4114

Taking the hassle out of
dispatching and paperwork

Hurricane Harvey destroyed
my trucking business.
Making efforts to rebuild. Can you help?
www.gofundme.com/united-states-motor-carriers
Email: usmc06668@gmail.com
Peter D. Wood - OOIDA MEMBER

2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117
110 LAND LINE
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15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

Need Drivers

FLATBED

Vacation Pay & Holiday Pay
Health, Dental
and Vision Insurance
Simple IRA Retirement Program
Flexible work schedule

Need O/Os
in MO & Eastern KS

in Western MO & Eastern KS

- TRUCKING & FREIGHT, INC.

Longevity Bonus
Weekly Pay
Flexible work schedule

Our operating area is roughly a 600-mile radius of Kansas City
All O/Os and drivers have weekends home

Call 800-824-3822 or visit www.showmetrucking.com

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!
The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894

Trucking Attorneys

• Business Interruption Claims
• Trucking Accidents
• Insurance Claims
• Faulty Mechanic Repairs
• Loss of Use/Income/Loads

www.downtimeclaims.com
Free initial
consultation

Call 816-229-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace!
OCTOBER 2018

(904)
278-7688

info@downtimeclaims.com
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU

FREE

CONSULTATION

Strong, Aggressive Trucker Tax Relief

Does the IRS say
you owe money?

STOP the
IRS Tax Monkey!

✓ Wage Garnishments
■
✓ IRS Seizures
■
✓ Offers-in-Compromise
■
✓ Bank Levies
■
✓ Innocent Spouse
■
✓ IRS Audits
■
✓ Trucker Bookkeeping
■
✓ Tax Prep (Current & Past)
■

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285
Since 1958

Paola, KS

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”

1-877-966-2477

www.truckertaxtools.com

NEW TIRES FOR YOUR RIG?
Lease to Own, Only $49
Delivers to Your Door!
EZ payments, no hard credit check,
90-days no interest.

Apply at danthetireman.com

866-297-5948
DAN THE TIRE MAN
Hurricane Harvey destroyed
my trucking business.
Making efforts to rebuild. Can you help?
www.gofundme.com/united-states-motor-carriers
Email: usmc06668@gmail.com
Peter D. Wood - OOIDA MEMBER
112 LAND LINE
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Owner-Operator & Independent Driver Specialists
Colorado- OR East CoastBased OO’s or Drivers
Must have 2-Years Experience CDL
10 Day-Trips Twice a Month
Colorado to Upper Northeast
80% Pay Structure plus FSC

$250k/150k miles/year
Contact Tom or Pat

jobs@coloradoatlantic.com

800-233-6989

• IRS Tax Settlement
• State DOR Settlement
• Tax Return Preparation
• Negotiation and Settlements

• Remove Garnishments & Levies
• LLC & Corporate Structuring
• Sound Business Advice
FREE CONSULTATION

LANCE HERNDON, J.D.
“Before I was a Tax Attorney
I was a Teamster.”

877-501-2220 I TaxReliefAdvisers.com

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES

900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

Got a ticket? Fight it!
• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

95%

made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com

SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

OOIDA Members Receive $3,000 Savings
Hablo
Español
OCTOBER 2018

EXCLUSIVELY at Rush Peterbilt Dallas
Total $3,000 Savings on New Peterbilt 389, 579
or 567 with 72” or larger sleeper.
Contact Travis Quadlander 817-504-7220
Email: quadlandert@rushenterprises.com

OFFER ENDS 12-31-2018

Sirius XM 146
LAND LINE 113
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HIRING FREIGHT
BROKERS AND AGENTS

Experience in the MILITARY and PRIVATE sectors.
• Working in the Midwest, Northwest, Northeast
and Southern United States
• Truckload and LTL Freight
• Flatbeds, Stepdecks, Vans
& RGN loads

¨

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!

800-962-0972
www.cwbtransport.com

TruckMiles

Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” Ð Lorne Daigle

TIRED OF CHEAP LOADS?
WE CAN HELP.
We are a company
with 10 years of
experience helping
owner operators.

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

Contact us at

● Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages

(801) 996-3184
dispatch@windstarlogistics.com

Sirius XM 146

● Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
● Driver expense tracking

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to
over 211,000
industry professionals
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125

Call 816-229-5791 to speak to
an advertising representative.
114 LAND LINE

● Full color maps
● Multiple stop and location
entries
Our audited subscriber base includes
owner-operators (60%), small and
medium ﬂeets (14%), and company
drivers (21%). With our pass-along
readership, Land Line reaches over
447,000 individuals. As the ofﬁcial
publication of OOIDA, Land Line
provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect
of trucking. From legislative and
regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news,
lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line
stands out as the primary business
publication for professional truckers.
Advertising in Land Line gets results.

● Proﬁt margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax
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2018-2019

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com
for more industry events.

OCTOBER
6 Hot and Cold Big Rig Truck Show in Pratt, Kan.
For information, visit HotColdTruckShow.com.
19-21 Grease, Steam and Rust Association Truck
Show, open to semi trucks model year 1990 and
older. For information, visit GSandR.com.
20-21 The California Trucking Show at the Ontario
Convention Center in Ontario, Calif. For information,
go to CaliforniaTruckingShow.com.

APRIL 2019
11-13 ExpoCam Montreal 2019, Bonaventure,
Montreal, Quebec. For more information, visit
ExpoCam.ca.
26-28 75 Chrome Shop Truck Show, near Exit 329
off I-75 in Wildwood, Fla. For more information, visit
75ChromeShop.com.
MAY 2019
3-4 Midwest Pride in your Ride Truck & Tractor
Show, Tri-State Raceway, Earlville, Iowa. For more
information, visit MidwestPrideInYourRide.org.
12 Mother’s Day Truck Convoy benefiting
Make-A-Wish, Lancaster, Pa. For information, visit
http://philadesv.wish.org/news-and-events/calendarof-events.

NOvEMBER
12-14 Women in Trucking Accelerate! Conference
and Expo in Dallas. For more information, visit
WomenInTrucking.org/accelerate-conference.

JUNE 2019
1 Semi Casual Truck Show, Bristol, Tenn. For
information, visit SemiCasualTruckShow.com.

MARCH 2019
28-30 Mid-America Trucking Show, Kentucky
Expo Center, Louisville, Ky. For more information, visit
TruckingShow.com.

JULY 2019
11-13 40th anniversary Walcott Truckers
Jamboree, Iowa 80 Truckstop, Walcott, Iowa. For
more information, visit Iowa80TruckStop.com.
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Double-duty convenience
for professional drivers
ClearDryve 200 from Rand McNally is a premium stereo headphone and
noise-cancelling mono headset designed for professional drivers. The wireless,
two-in-one headphones provide drivers with rich, clear sound. By removing an
ear cup and positioning the microphone, the headphones become a headset
with more than 90 percent of ambient noise eliminated. The headphones
feature plush ear cups made of memory foam covered in a soft, oil-resistant
material. Active noise cancellation blocks the most disruptive noises in a
truck’s cab – like wind and the roar of the engine – eliminating the need to
crank up the volume. The Bluetooth connection allows drivers to
wirelessly connect the ClearDryve 200 with their smartphones up to
50 feet away, enabling them to stay connected and mobile while
performing inspections and fueling up. For more information and to order,
visit RandMcNally.com/ClearDryve or call 877-446-4863.

One slick stik
The Trukr Stik, developed by a professional driver, is a two-in-one
squeegee designed for use on large vehicle mirrors. On one end is a
flat squeegee sized to fit the side mirror of large vehicles. On the other
end is a smaller curved squeegee for tough-to-clean convex mirrors.
The squeegee is solid, durable and has removable rubber blades for
easy sizing and replacement. It gets rid of salt, rain and dirt fast so you
can get back on the road. Compact in size, the Trukr Stik fits easily
in your door so it’s out of your way and comes with a 30-day money
back guarantee. Visit TrukrStik.com or call 412-517-3000 for more
information and to order.

Stay warm this winter
The second generation of the Airtronic family of heating systems
from Eberspaecher is a pleasingly quiet, reliable system that
provides comfortable temperatures in your sleeper. The heaters
operate like forced-air furnaces using the vehicle’s own fuel and
power supply to produce heat without idling the vehicle. They
use a fraction of the power and fuel consumed while idling,
eliminating idling costs and periodic maintenance. A brushless
motor provides a service life of over 5,000 hours and an integrated
altitude sensor that adapts to altitudes of up to 9,800 feet regulates
the temperature. EasyStart operating elements make controlling
the pre-heater simple. The timer function allows you to preset
the desired start time and heating duration. The display and a
multicolor LED ring around the operating button indicate whether
heating or ventilation mode is active. Visit Eberspaecher.us or
call 248-994-7010 for more information.
The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided by selected
manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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Minimize paper pushing.
Maximize truck driving.
LoadPal from Microdea is an invoicing app that helps owneroperators invoice customers, track receivables and manage
load documents right from their smartphone. All trip and other
documents can be scanned, signed and sent via email to any
shipper or broker the driver chooses without switching apps or
devices. Once sent, owner-operators can track all outstanding
invoices and set up automatic reminder emails and late notices.
All scanned documents can also be stored for accounting and
compliance purposes. With LoadPal, drivers can save time, save
money and look like a seasoned pro while they’re at it. For more
information and to download the app, visit LoadPal.com or call
905-881-6071.

Chaining up and
maintenance made easier
Chain ’Em Up is a lightweight, durable, nonskid, drive-on,
drive-off ramp designed by an American trucker that makes
roadside chaining up and other maintenance safer, faster and
easier. The honeycomb design and high-impact, modifiedpolymer material ensures the ramp will support the weight
of fully loaded commercial trucks while still being easy to
handle and maneuver. The year-round utility tool folds to
easily fit in your cargo box. It also can be chained to the
catwalk. Visit ChainEmUp.com or call 303-484-9374 for more
information and to order. Chain ’Em Up is also available at
RaneysTruckParts.com and McGeeCompany.com.

Fast, heavy-duty diagnostics
The Nexiq Pocket HD is a handheld scan tool for heavy, medium and light duty
truck diagnostics. Pocket HD provides immediate access to critical diagnostic
information. The tool is versatile, reliable and easy to use. A large display and userfriendly features puts essential diagnostic information at your fingertips. Whether you
are responsible for maintaining a large fleet or just a truck or two, this tool makes
gathering diagnostic information easy. To make the Pocket HD more powerful,
additional software applications can be added, including HD/LMT DPF Regen and
ABS Software Suite. Visit Nexiq.com or call 800-639-6774 for more information and
to locate a distributor.

If you have a product you would like featured, send a news
release with a photo to Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com.
All featured products are subject to editorial review.
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STRANGE

THINGS
FILTHY

&

LIES

By Wendy Parker, STAFF WRITER

The road can be a wild and wonderful place. It’s like the internet come true, only with fewer cats
and more “nekkid as hell” characters, most of which have no business being publicly nekkid as
hell. Today’s crazy world may have satire taking a last, gasping breath, but there remain notable and
mentionable strange things. Of course, you can’t serve up an order of strange things without at least
fair warning of the possibility of filthy lies. For legal purposes, and all.

Smoke Man, The Thing and a cautionary tale
Got your
biohazard suit on?
Let’s go to Memphis.
“Red smoke, blue smoke, green
smoke! I got it all! Hop on up to
channel 24, I got you covered!
Yellow smoke, white smoke, I got it
all!”
The Memphis
Smoke Man,
also known as
“The Feds” (or
any other number of
pet names for law
enforcement you may
happen to overhear on
the CB). He’s been
at it for as long as
most regulars across the bridge and
back can remember. Smoke Man
has “all the colors of the rainbow”
smoke, and he will meet you
anywhere to deliver it.
One of two things is a possibility
here.
By “it” he definitely doesn’t
mean “smoke.” Apparently, “it”
can also mean “handcuffs” and
“tow trucks for your big rig.” And
at the very least, Smoke Man is not
EPA compliant in his human-grade
consumption regulations. Anyone
who ever hauled hazmat knows
red smoke is hell on the lungs and
yellow smoke is usually followed
by vile smells and instant, sulfuric
death.
There’s no tangible evidence that
Smoke Man actually exists – he’s
the Bigfoot of Memphis, Tenn.
No one has ever lived to tell of an
encounter, or if they have, they’re
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There’s no tangible
evidence that Smoke Man
actually exists – he’s the
Bigfoot of Memphis, Tenn.
too embarrassed to admit they were
stupid enough to meet up with him.
The closest you’ll get to anyone
admitting contact is, “My cousin’s
friend was arrested by that guy.”
If he does exist, and he is selling
smoke, it bears to be noted he’s
probably in cahoots with the
“Nanner-Nanner Pudding Lady”
a hundred miles down the road.
You’ve been warned.

Not that Thing . . .
the other one.
The term “roadside attraction” has
more unpleasant connotations for
truckers than the general public.
Most of the time, being beckoned
from the roadside means a weigh
station or port of entry or something
else as equally fun as dental work.
Like a Level 1 roadside inspection.

That being said, when breaks are
forced and stationary time must be
spent, rolling into truck-accessible
roadside attractions can be a great
way to support small businesses, and
cardiologists, along the way.
Dragoon, Ariz., is where “The
Thing” actually lies. You’ll start
seeing signs in Louisiana, and by the
time you actually make the parking
lot, you’ll have read how terrifying
it is so many times, you’re either
inclined to believe it, or to set a
match to it.
Ruining the surprise would be in
poor taste. There’s no spoiler alert
for The Thing, because you have
to pay your dollar and see it for
yourself to decide. I’m not going to
spill the beans. I will, however, tell
you that the pack of wild dogs living
in the trailer park behind The Thing
will at least startle you a little, if not
send you into a full-on heart attack.
If it’s excitement you’re looking
for, lean up against the privacy
fence and wait half a click. The
blast of dog breath, coupled with
frantic, “I’m going to eat your face
off,” barking is enough to make
you Thing your pants, and well
worth a dollar for any thrill-seeking
masochist.
It truly is terrifying.

The worst
drive-by ever.
We’ve all heard stories of being
“flashed” on the highway. Legendary
tales of a carload full of Dallas
Cowboy cheerleaders, falling all
over themselves to peek-a-boobie an
unsuspecting driver. While the tale
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is highly dubious, it could possibly
happen. More likely the odds are
people flashing you on the highway
aren’t Dallas Cowboy cheerleaders.
Like this story I heard from
a driver who wishes to remain
anonymous. The reasons will
become apparent soon enough.
“I was cruising along, out in
Wyoming, not a soul around but
me. Black sports car zips up, tinted
passenger window cracks just far
enough to see long, blond hair. Got
my attention right away. They ride
along beside me a couple seconds,
window keeps getting lower, I see
a very nice, well, you know, what
appears to be a very nicely built
woman, in a tight tank top – of
course I kept glancing over. Window
keeps getting lower, I’m looking,
and suddenly, I realize the woman

ÔA pretty amazing eventÕ
From Page 59

Everybody accepted him for who he
is. He loves trucks, and they
embraced him for that.”
In addition to coming together for
Dakota, the event also generated
about $2,000 for the school lunch
program in Milton.
And Wallenkamp said the 18
Wheels for Bubba group plans to use
this event as a starting point for
future philanthropic endeavors.
He hopes to turn the group into a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and

OCTOBER 2018

CENSORE
D

in a tank top is most definitely not a
woman. Hell, I ain’t entirely sure it
was a man. All I know is the top half
didn’t match the bottom half – at
all.”
I didn’t press the driver for
details, mostly because I didn’t
want to know and partly because it
was evident he still felt somewhat
cheated by the entire experience.
Just remember, you look at your
own risk, and some things can’t be
unseen.
Be safe out there, drivers. LL

host an event for kids in need every
year.
“It was amazing that so many
drivers were willing to give up
money and their time at home to
show up for Bubba and his family,”
Wallenkamp said. “What really
made it special for me was to see his
smile and to see all those truckers
come together for a common cause.
“We have a year to plan and start
working on different things. Bubba
has inspired myself and a lot of
others to continue this on in his
honor.” LL
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Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
LAND LINE 121

By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to everyone
who was involved
in the 18 Wheels for
Bubba birthday party
event for Dakota “Bubba” Cadd
back in August. In case you
missed the story, Dakota was born
with cerebral palsy and one of the
things he enjoys is sitting out in
his backyard waving at trucks as
they pass by on nearby Highway
26 in Milton, Wis. Mark King, a
driver for CH Hall Trucking, left
a gift for Dakota one day while
he was passing the house. That
story went viral, and from there
the whole thing just blew up into
a Facebook group started by
Jeremy Wallenkamp, a party with
more than 180 trucks and 1,200
people, an OOIDA membership,
and more gifts than Dakota knew
what to do with.
It all culminated with a national
news story on CBS Evening News
– and ROSES to them as well for
choosing to highlight the kindness
of truckers instead of the negative
stories we usually see.
ROSES to each and every truck driver
who has ever spoken out to the FMCSA
about the hours-of-service regulations.
Those efforts culminated in some
huge news earlier this year as the
agency announced it was ready to start
talking about making some serious
changes. And while that process is still
not over, at least it’s moving forward
and will hopefully result in something
that will make life easier for truckers
everywhere.
And while we’re at it, we also have to
give ROSES and another shout-out to
Rep. Brian Babin, R-Texas, who helped
get the ball rolling in Congress and
whose efforts helped draw attention to
this burdensome regulation. Here’s to a
much more flexible future.
ROSES to California for continuing
to move forward with its efforts to
enact new training requirements for

molasses-like pace at which the
administration is moving. Did I say
moving? You can barely call it that.
More like they’re stuck in park, so to
speak. Meanwhile the truck parking
situation is getting worse by the
day. Hey FHWA, take a lesson from
the truckers you’re supposed to be
helping, and get it in gear.

CDL applicants. Granted, adoption
of most of these training regs is
required as part of the new federal
training requirements that will go into
effect in 2020. However, California
is even going a step beyond
those by requiring something the
federal regulations don’t have:
minimum behind the wheel training
requirements.
Somehow, in spite of the fact that
the vast majority of groups on the
panel that came up with the rule
recommended those minimum
hours behind the wheel, they were
mysteriously absent from the
federal rule. Kudos to California for
recognizing the need for this common
sense requirement.
RAZZBERRIES to the Federal
Highway Administration for the snail’s
pace approach it has taken to finding
a solution to the ever worsening truck
parking problem. The agency had a
meeting earlier this year purporting
to talk about the problem but all they
did was announce the next round
of a survey would be coming soon
and, oh yeah, we won’t be seeing the
results of that survey until sometime
next year.
To be fair, this is all mandated by
Jason’s Law as part of the attempt
to deal with the problem. What is
not mandated, however, is the uphill

ROSES to OOIDA senior member
Tom Reitz, who passed away earlier
this year after putting on the Top
Gun Large Car Shootout one last
time. That’s not to say that the show
is going anywhere without Tom.
Far from it. In fact, he told our own
Wendy Parker that if the show didn’t
go on “I’ll haunt every last one of
you.” Somehow, we don’t doubt it.

RAZZBERRIES to
everyone involved with
SunPass – Florida’s
electronic tolling system
– and Conduent State and
Local Solutions, the company
brought in to supposedly
fix the problems with the
aforementioned tolling system.
This has been a disaster from
the get-go, with a backlog of
transactions that took forever to
process and numerous reports
of customers being charged
ridiculous overdraft expenses,
late fees and penalties for
incidents that, more often than
not, weren’t even their fault.
It started with a lawsuit from
an OOIDA member four years
ago and has now taken calls
from state lawmakers, the
governor of Florida and even
two U.S. Senators to finally
get action taken to fix the
whole mess. Guess Conduent
somehow forgot that “solutions,”
not problems, was part of its
company name. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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