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For 45 years, OOIDA has been fighting for
the rights of all truckers. Founded by truckers
who were fed up with a lack of representation,
the Association has fought for them and won
several victories that will stand the test of time.
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EDITOR’SPAGE
Jami Jones MANAGING EDITOR

Know your DNA
It seems like you can’t flip on the
television these days without seeing
a commercial selling DNA testing
kits that will tell you about your
ancestry. They even sell them for
dogs. It’s true. Given the popularity
and all the options out there,
obviously there’s a market with
strong demand of people who want
to know where they come from.
Celebrating the 45th anniversary
of the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association is a lot like that

True to its founding,
OOIDA remains an
association built
by truckers, run by
truckers, for truckers
– and it doesn’t make
French fries.

for us. The staff here at Land Line is
blessed to come to work every day
and be immersed in the spirit and
mission of OOIDA. And, as long as
some of us have been here, it’s still
fun to dig back to the beginning and
remember where it all started.
Where we all came from if you will.
It’s a labor of love to find bits and
nuggets and perspectives on
OOIDA’s oh-so-humble beginnings
– yes, the first office was a trailer
chained to a light pole. In the
process, we inevitably are
reinvigorated by the passion that is
responsible for building the
Association we have today.
The death of Jim Johnston early
10 LAND LINE

this year was sad beyond words. He
is greatly missed. Even so, it was
fun to talk with our new president,
Todd Spencer, and hear tales of the
early days. Greg Grisolano starts
reminiscing on Page 46.
After we walk you through the
history of OOIDA, we move to what
the Association is today. True to its
founding, OOIDA remains an
association built by truckers, run by
truckers, for truckers – and it doesn’t
make French fries. Wendy Parker
kicks off that section on Page 60.
Dave Sweetman, like only Dave
Sweetman can, tackles the age-old
question. No, not the “Which came
first, the chicken or the egg”
question, the “What has OOIDA
done for me” question. I put a word
count limit on him. It’s a good thing
I did, or it’s doubtful the rest of us
would have gotten anything in on
this magazine. Go, Dave. Check it
out on Page 102.
And, what is a milestone
anniversary without a party? And,
what can make a party better than
celebrating your own milestone?
Sharing it with someone else,
of course.
The 10th annual Guilty By
Association Truck Show is coming
up in September. Hosted by 4 State
Trucks – Home of the Chrome Shop
Mafia – it has grown into a truckerfavorite show. This year, Bryan
“Boss Man” Martin is pulling out all
the stops and is teaming up with
OOIDA to throw a celebration of
both the 10-year mark for his show
and OOIDA’s 45th anniversary.
Mark Schremmer dug into the
history of 4 State Trucks and has the
details on the show. That all starts

on Page 68.
Knowing your history and
celebrating your achievements is all
well and good. It’s also important to
know that OOIDA also is looking to
the future. The infringement on the
rights of truckers hasn’t slowed, and
neither has the Association. OOIDA
President Todd Spencer talks about
the future of OOIDA on Page 12.
And present day, there are still a
lot of issues weighing on truckers.
The worst of them is hours of
service and the electronic logging
mandate. Not long before we went
to press, the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration sent out some
propaganda lauding the drop in
hours-of-service violations. I’m a
numbers nerd and was immediately
suspicious, so I went to work. Two
can play at that game of fiddling
with numbers. My debunking starts
on Page 22.
From the on-again, off-again beat,
Mark Schremmer chased news on
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s enforcement of a cap on
how many glider kits can be
produced anymore. It’s a tangled
mess with an 11th-hour order from
the former EPA chief on his last day,
accusations of collusion and now a
court battle. As the printing presses
started humming in the background,
Mark was putting the final update
together. See it on page 24. And be
sure to watch online for updates.
There is no way this is over by any
stretch of the imagination.
There’s so much more in this
edition. Everyone from the LL team
brought it this issue.
I’ll quit yammering on and let you
get to it. LL
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018
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Commentary
We’ve got work to do
For me, looking back at OOIDA’s first
45 years is a pretty long road. While
there were stretches of good road, there
were also plenty of bumps and curves
with a few slick spots thrown in. It
Todd Spencer
ooida presidenT might have been nice if some of that
trip could have been easier, but struggle
can make you stronger. It certainly should make you wiser.
If it doesn’t, then you probably need to find a different line
of work.
While looking back can provide insight, looking forward
is all that really matters. OOIDA stays well-grounded to
our core membership of men and women behind the wheel
because we’re set up that way. That’s the makeup of our
board of directors and all of our officers.
Our policy guidance
comes from the real
Trucking would be experts with skin in
very different today the game and the miles
and time on the front
had ooida not
line to show it. While
been formed.
there are some that
float the notion there
should only be one voice for trucking, that’s never been
true. Before OOIDA emerged in Washington, D.C., 45
years ago determined to educate lawmakers that the vast
majority of truckers were small-business truckers, there
were competing interests. Those interests had one thing in
common. They were all big. We came to town to represent
those who were large in number but small in size. That
hasn’t changed and we represent them proudly.
Our agenda is set by the members. Topping the list, for
good reason, is hours-of-service reform. We’ve known that
for a long time. The ELD mandate has been a wake-up call
to many others about the need for a review.
Nearly as important to OOIDA members is repeal of the
ELD mandate. They don’t like them, and they don’t want
them. They have never been life-saving technology. We’ve
said it all along.
Back in 2007 at the only Congressional hearing ever held
to talk about ELDs, the big carrier representative with more
than a decade of ELD experience testified they experienced

no improvement in safety – none. What’s changed since
then? Only the politics and the really big carriers and
their associations’ desire to use costly and unnecessary
regulations to squeeze their smaller competitors.
OOIDA members are opposed to more federal mandates
and supportive of regulatory reform. They know firsthand
that the overwhelming majority of 800-plus regulations
for which they can be cited have virtually no connection to
crashes while the oversight of new drivers or new carriers
for safety is almost nonexistent. Any group inside or out of
trucking that’s truly interested in reducing crashes should
be supportive of reform. Regulatory clutter undermines
safety.
Truck parking has been a problem for drivers for 20
years. We don’t need technology to tell us there are no
spaces. Instead, we need more spaces! The whole supply
chain must be part of the solution. This really is a safety
issue that screams for action right now.
Also on the OOIDA member priority list is addressing
detention time. What other industry would allow a big
percentage of its workers to be routinely delayed 20-30
hours every week by users of its services? If a driver never
knows how long they will be at any pickup or delivery
point, planning is impossible. Compliance with hours-ofservice regulations is impossible. Truckers have to be paid
for their time. Not only is that the right thing to do as a
business, but until there is an established and recognized
value placed on time the supply chain will never adjust to
reduce or eliminate wasting a driver’s time.
Yes, as I look back at an organization of truckers that
started from nothing and learned about everything the hard
way, I see that we have accomplished much. Trucking
would be very different today had OOIDA not been
formed. But as I look to the future – wow. We’ve sure got a
lot of work to do.
If you’re a trucker and you’re not yet an OOIDA member,
I invite you to join. The membership fee is modest. The
benefits are worth it. The potential benefits of all working
together can be 100 times greater. It is a whole lot smarter
investment than shutting down for a week or more, and I
speak on this topic from personal experience. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
AUG. 12, 1983
“Smokey and the Bandit 3” was released.

38 trucks. The 2018 version of GBATS is expected to have
about 600 trucks in attendance.

SEPTEMBER 2009
The first Guilty By Association Trucking Show took place
in Joplin, Mo. The first show was invitation-only and had

SEPT. 26, 2016
OOIDA reached a landmark $44.4 million tax refund
agreement with the State of New York.
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Public perception of trucking is misguided
When those of us in the trucking industry
think about truckers, terms like “road
Tyson Fisher
warriors” and “highway heroes” come to
sTaFF WriTer
mind. Unfortunately, public perception
is not as positive. Recent national headlines involving
humanitarian efforts by truckers will hopefully help shift
the public’s view.
Truckers get a bad rap. Ambulance-chasing attorneys
specialize in truck-involved crashes in virtually every city
in the United States,
airing commercials
If trucking jobs
that demonize
lose to automation,
truck drivers.
truckers will not
Even lawmakers
be the only losers.
cast truckers in a
Society may be the
negative light by
biggest loser in that
essentially blaming
scenario.
them for crashes
and then passing
overreaching legislation that adds burdensome regulations
on an already overregulated industry. This charge is led by
self-proclaimed safety groups that have mastered the art of
anti-trucker propaganda.
Every profession has a small percentage of bad apples.
Very few industries are defined by the minority of bad
actors. As a journalist, I see this a lot. One journalist
screws up a story, and instantly all journalism is called
into question.
A tiny percentage of truckers fall under some Hollywood
cliché. I never met one, because like the dishonest
journalist they’re a needle in a haystack. I always meet
the majority of truckers, i.e., the clean, well-spoken
professionals.
Drivers steering an 18-wheeler do tremendous things for
our communities beyond the obvious benefit to society:
Delivering literally everything we own.
Recently, truckers have made national headlines in two
separate situations involving banding together to save a
suicidal person on a bridge.
Land Line covered a story out of Michigan along
Interstate 696 in April. Thirteen truckers parked
underneath an overpass to prevent a man from ending his
life by jumping onto the road from the bridge. The
man survived.
Two months later, the Akron Beacon Journal published
a similar story involving the drivers of two tractor-trailers.

How to shareYOUR OPINION

In that incident, the truckers blocked the southbound lane
of Interstate 76/77 to prevent a women from committing
suicide. The woman is still alive because there was no
chance of an unsuspecting car striking her.
Those two incidents are just the tip of the iceberg of
what truckers do every day.
Every year, Goodyear honors truck drivers who put
themselves in harm’s way to help others with its Highway
Hero award. There is no shortage of nominees in any
given year as truckers are constantly sacrificing their lives
to save others.
Let’s not forget about Truckers Against Trafficking.
Because of their presence at truck stops and other places
common for traffickers, truckers have voluntarily taken on
the responsibility of recognizing trafficking victims and
contacting the authorities. Truckers are saving many more
lives due to this noble effort.
The trucking industry has done an amazing job serving
communities in various ways. Take Trucker Buddy, for
example. The nonprofit organization helps educate and
mentor schoolchildren through a pen pal relationship.
According to its website, the program enhances students’
skills in reading, writing, geography, mathematics, social
studies and history.
Charities are receiving millions of dollars because
of truckers.
Earlier this year, more than 500 trucks participated in
the Mother’s Day Truck Convoy in Lancaster, Pa., for the
Make-A-Wish foundation. That convoy resulted in nearly
$500,000 for the charity this year alone.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
sponsors Truckers for Troops, which raises funds for
sending care packages to service personnel in combat
zones. Since 2007, OOIDA members have raised nearly
$600,000 to send packages to our troops overseas and
veterans’ homes.
Considering 1) truckers are among the safest drivers on
the road and 2) truckers are among the most charitable
and altruistic people in general, how on earth is public
perception anything but positive?
If trucking jobs lose to automation, truckers will not be
the only losers. Society may be the biggest loser in that
scenario. The general public will not know what they are
missing until it’s gone. Trucking can be a thankless job,
which makes truckers all the more noble. LL



Have a comment, special concern? Agree or disagree with an editorial? Mail us or email us. Send to letters to the editor,
Land Line Magazine, P.O. Box 1000, Grain valley, MO 64029 or fax to 816-443-2227. If you would like to email a letter to
the editor for use in Land Line Magazine and/or the Land Line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to letters@landlineMag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

LAND LINE 13



OOIDAmedia

Land Line
www.landlinemag.com

ISSN 0279-6503

Volume 43, Number 6 • August/September 2018

THe oFFiciaL puBLicaTion oF ooida

Don’t have satellite radio?
No problem

Todd Spencer OOIDA President & CEO
Lewie Pugh OOIDA Executive Vice President

Publication Headquarters
1 NW OOIDA Drive • PO Box 1000 • Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
800-444-5791 • 816-229-5791 • Fax 816-443-2227
landlinemag.com • ooida.com

PuBlISHeR
Todd Spencer

Did you miss a part of Land Line Now’s radio show on
Sirius XM channel 146 because you had to take care
of business? Or maybe you don’t have satellite radio at
all and want to hear the
broadcast. Land Line
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“Frankly, this is overdue, and we’re glad to provide it.”
Podcasts will be available on most podcast apps,
including Apple Podcasts, Stitcher, Pocket Casts, Overcast,
Podbean and others. Simply subscribe to the podcast, set
up automatic downloads for new episodes and watch the
latest Land Line Now broadcast pop up on your phone
every morning. LL
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New HOS reform bill
introduced in Congress
What we need is people in
the FMCSA who know what a driver
really goes through and know how
to drive a truck. We need people
who understand that without us
America stops and everybody has
nothing – no fuel, food, clothes,
building material, computers and
cellphones.
David Mead
Rigidity in an industry that
demands flexibility is never a
winning strategy.
Jonathan E. Wilhelm Sr.
Simplicity would be best when
tackling hours-of-service reform.
Thomas Whitfield
The 14-hour clock needs to go.
Not be modified. Not be made
more flexible. It needs to go.
It’s an idiotic rule that bears no
relationship with the real world.
Terry Smith
Tandem Thoughts: Is trucking
headed for a decline?
I’m not buying any lab-grown
meat or electric cars. So I’ll help
the truckers stay busy, including
myself.
Charles Wiedies
I heard these same kind of woes
back in the ’80s, ’90s and 2000s.
We’re still here!
Troy
OOIDA’s president says the
problem is driver retention,
not shortage
To solve the so-called “driver
shortage,” pay drivers hourly and
treat them like real employees.
Most companies succeed by
treating employees like a valuable
asset. A carpenter treats his
hammer better than most trucking
companies treat their drivers.
Shameful.
Tomas Smith

Companies are not willing to train
properly and provide comfortable
trucks. You can’t expect a new
driver to live in a truck with no
refrigerator and no power source.
Your low wages during training
don’t go very far if you can’t even
make a sandwich.
Leslie Warner
I love some of the new recruitment
ads. You can “earn” two days off
for every four to six weeks out.
Makes me want to sign up.
Michael G. Geiman
Hit them where it hurts, Todd. Just
tell them the truth!
Bill Rinehart
States continue to adopt rule
changes to accommodate
truck platoons
If experienced drivers do it, it’s
illegal and dangerous, but a couple
of sensors and a computer and all
of a sudden it’s safe?
Kevin Bauer
People freak out enough when they
have to pass one truck. Now you
put three in a row. It’s a disaster
waiting to happen.
James Soda
I say stay away from me with your
regulations, your truck and your
ideas.
Jeff Bryan
The amount of lawsuits will be
massive. Nothing man-made is
perfect. Look at the driverless car
experiments.
Sheila Samsal
I wonder what happens when they
are in Wyoming and the first truck
blows over? Do the other trucks
blow over with it?
George P. McCray
I’ve never seen Wi-Fi that
dependable.
Yvonne Matson
continued on Page 19
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From Page 17

Tandem Thoughts: DRIVE-Safe
Act is a misnomer, and a
bad idea
How can there be about half a
million new CDL holders annually
and a driver shortage year after
year? We live in a supply-anddemand economy: When something
is in high demand and/or short
supply, its price goes up. If drivers
are in such high demand or short
supply (as has been claimed for
years), why hasn’t driver pay
skyrocketed? Myth busted!
Tomas Trucks
The problem with an 18-year-old
CDL driver is the same risk as an
18-year-old car driver. Inexperience,
immaturity and spontaneous
actions will lead to more severe
accidents and deaths.
Robert Thompson
From lane use to rest areas
– brand-new laws are on the
books July 1
Keep bringing on laws prohibiting
left-lane hogs.
Warren Dillon
Wyoming Supreme Court
rules parked CRST truck
was ‘proximate cause’ of
fatal crash
This is why my wife and I stop
in the emergency lane only if an
emergency exists. Changing drivers
is not an emergency. It is poor
planning.
Robert Heath
And if it had been the car parked
on the shoulder and hit by a truck,
it would still be the trucker’s fault.
Double standard?
Lisa Lupold Slusser

Check us out on
facebook.com/OOIDA
and facebook.com/
landlineMag. We will
keep you updated on
Association news and the latest
happenings in the industry.
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FMCSA formally extends
compliance date for medical
examiner’s certification rule
So in other words, they made
a rule, and then their website
crashed. Thus undermining
their system of making it more
“convenient.”
KD Miller
Tandem Thoughts: Speeding
is going to cost you more in
these states
Indiana may not be the highestcost tickets, but they sure like
writing them!
Astrolabe
Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission approves 11th
consecutive toll increase
For the 11th consecutive year, I
have not used the Pennsylvania
turnpike.
Tyler Foster
FMCSA denies OOIDA ELD
exemption request
Really, the ELD isn’t the problem,
it’s the overly restrictive hours of
service that the ELD holds you to.
We need to fight to get the HOS
reformed with more flexibility.
Bobby Atkins
West Buechel, Ky., leaves
truckers ‘sticker’ shocked over
unloading ordinance
Seems to me like a double tax
somewhere. Trucking companies
are not vendors. We are not selling
goods. We are transporting them,
so I’d tell them to pack sand.
Leander Richmond

If you’re on Twitter, give us a
follow – twitter.com/OOIDA and
twitter.com/land_line_Mag
Share real-time buzz on
trucking with your Association
and Land Line.
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Truckers SPEAKOUT

land line offers polls on its website at LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions on issues of interest.
Here are some recent polls and their results.

A year ago, diesel fuel prices were close to
$2.50 per gallon. What does your gut instinct
tell you about prices a year from now?

When looking to lease to a motor carrier,
how much weight do you give pay versus
home time?

Stay nearly the same ............................................17%
Slightly lower .......................................................... 0%
Significantly lower ................................................... 2%
Slightly higher ......................................................50%
Significantly higher ...............................................31%

Pay is more important...........................................18%
Home time is more important ...............................10%
They are equal in my consideration .......................72%

How do you get paid detention time?
For every hour I wait ................................................ 8%
Usually after an hour or two ..................................40%
Just when I get held up a long time.......................15%
I do not get detention time ....................................37%

How often do you load or unload your
own truck?
Always .................................................................14%
Usually .................................................................... 5%
Occasionally .........................................................16%
Never...................................................................65%
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Which one of these things is the top
deal breaker for you signing on/leasing
to a company?
Speed limiter .......................................................... 7%
Inward-facing dash cams .....................................57%
Limited home time .................................................. 4%
No detention pay ..................................................13%
I can put up with any of these if they pay me well .19%

check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click in one
of the circles to indicate the answer that best ﬁts your opinion.
When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you up-to-date results,
with your opinion included.
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Two tales
of the data
By Jami Jones, managing editor

T

he Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration released the first
of monthly reports boasting
the improvement of safety through
technology – i.e., boasting the success
of the electronic logging mandate.
While the report certainly shows a
decline in the number of hours-ofservice violations, it’s only showing the
tale from one set of data.
FMCSA was established as a
separate administration within the U.S.
Department of Transportation on Jan.
1, 2000, pursuant to the Motor Carrier
Safety Improvement Act of 1999. The
agency works under a very specific
mission statement:
“The primary mission of the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) is to reduce crashes, injuries
and fatalities involving large trucks
and buses.”
The agency lists four tools on its
website that it uses to achieve its
mission of reducing crashes, injuries
and fatalities. Front and center are
regulations. More importantly, we are
talking about “data driven regulations.”
Here’s the question that has to be
asked: Has 17 years of heaping on and
tweaking existing regulations moved
the agency any closer to the goal of
reducing crashes?
A deeper dive into the data says no.
But first we need to understand what
the data is and where it comes from.
Back in 2004, FMCSA officials
started developing a data-driven system
of analyzing all inspection reports on
motor carriers and drivers to identify
trends of noncompliance.
The mega database system, with all
of its algorithms and programs, will
spit out monthly safety ratings for
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FMCSA lauds decline
in hours-of-service
violations, but is that
telling the whole story?

companies and drivers. Those who crop
up with numerous violations – ranging
from the not-so-serious to out-ofservice – will pop up on FMCSA’s
compliance radar.
Interestingly enough, along about
that same time period, 2003-06 to be
specific, fatalities hit a plateau. They
weren’t increasing, but they weren’t
decreasing either.
Enter the Comprehensive Safety

At that time, because of the
complexity of compliance reviews and
staffing limitations within FMCSA,
only approximately 2 percent of all
registered motor carriers were reviewed
each year. And the compliance reviews
are targeted at the motor carrier and not
the individual driver.
The idea behind CSA was to let
analysis of the data point out at-risk
motor carriers so FMCSA could

Motor Carriers to Alert Status
RepoRt
MoNtH

UNSAFE
DRIVING

CRASH
INDICATOR

HOS
COMPLIANCE

Nov. 17

14,474

10,977

27,550

DeC. 17

14,544

11,023

27,583

JAN. 18

14,615

11,151

27,433

FeB. 18

14,673

11,257

27,182

MAR. 18

14,733

11,442

26,742

Analysis 2010 Initiative, or CSA 2010.
While it was first unveiled publicly
in September 2006 with an expected
launch in 2010, the agency had already
been wrenching on the new program.
In August 2004, FMCSA kicked
off CSA 2010 with a comprehensive
review and analysis of the agency’s
existing compliance and enforcement
programs. The goal of the program is
to develop a new approach for using
FMCSA resources to identify drivers
and carriers that pose safety problems
as well as steps to intervene and
address those problems.

interact with enforcement ranging
from warning letters to out-of-service
orders. It amounts to automation of
enforcement, a work-smarter-notharder approach, if you will.
FMCSA officials hoped that CSA
2010 would, among other things,
change that.
A chart recently released takes a deep
dive into driver inspection data and
reports the percentage of drivers with
HOS violations is declining.
Now, not all that data is available
to the public via CSA. From
reviewing publicly available data on
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

the now-called Compliance, Safety,
Accountability Safety Measure
System’s website, it is true that there
is a decline in the number of motor
carriers in alert status on the hours
of service.
Using November 2017 report data
as a benchmark, before the electronic
logging mandate went into effect, there
were 27,550 motor carriers flagged
as being in alert status in the hours of
service Behavioral Analysis and Safety
Improvement Category (called BASIC
for short). In the latest report month
available, March 2018, there were
26,742 motor carriers in alert status.
That’s a decline of 808 fewer motor
carriers targeted for some sort of
enforcement for hours-of-service
violations.
Now, there are a couple of things
that also drop that number other than
just a lack of new violations. The
older a violation is, the less it counts.
Eventually after two years, violations
drop off of a motor carrier’s BASIC
calculations. But before you dismiss
the decline of 808 motor carriers
from November 2017 to March 2018,
that number has been dropping since
December 2017.
However, that’s still not the complete
picture.
One big criticism of the electronic
logging mandate is that by putting
drivers on down-to-the-second rigid
tracking and compliance with the
hours of service, unsafe and dangerous
driving behaviors are most certainly on
the rise. Complaints of trucks speeding
in and out of truck stops is a common
refrain right now.
So what does the CSA data in the
Unsafe Driving BASIC and Crash
Indicator BASIC say? Both categories
are showing an increase of motor
carriers in alert status from November
2017 to March 2018.
In the Unsafe Driving BASIC, there
were 14,544 motor carriers in alert
status at risk of enforcement from
FMCSA in November 2017. That has
grown to 14,733 as of March 2018, an
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

YEAR Fatal Crashes

Injury Crashes

per 100 MVMT

per 100 MVMT

2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

1.99
2.03
2.05
1.95
1.38
1.21
1.03
1.14
1.26
1.29
1.29
1.23
1.29
1.34

39.01
37.59
35.05
34.6
23.67
20.6
17.69
19.54
22.42
27.12
25.09
29.38
29.66
36.12

PDO Crashes Total Crashes
per 100 MVMT

159.26
141.3
153.24
173.92
104.22
95.6
80.47
72.24
78.48
89.52
92.36
116.79
117.21
127.48

per 100 MVMT

200.27
180.91
190.34
210.48
129.27
117.41
99.19
92.93
102.16
117.93
118.74
147.4
148.16
164.94

MVMT= Million Vehicle Miles Traveled

increase of 259.
The story is even worse in the Crash
Indicator BASIC. This category collects
data from state-reported crashes that
involved a large truck and results in
injury, fatality and/or if a vehicle had
to be towed from the scene. It does
not take into account fault. That said,
there has been an increase of 465 motor
carriers facing enforcement from 10,977
in November 2017 to 11,442 in
March 2018.
To put a finer point on how we
could very well be seeing an uptick
in dangerous driving behavior, from
2014 through 2017 (that’s data for four
years) there were only 190 federally
issued inspections with moving
violations. However, there have been
257 federally issued inspections with
moving violations in the nine months of
reporting for fiscal year 2018. That’s 67
more violations recorded in only nine
months’ of time. That is an interesting
statistic, if not concerning.
Those are not the stats that FMCSA
is including in its new ELD report
showing hours-of-service compliance
on the increase (or more specifically
violations decreasing).
The end game, the real test of any
new regulation or change is whether it
reduces crashes. Sadly, we won’t know

that for two years. That’s right, there is
a two-year lag on reporting crash stats
involving large trucks.
Truck-involved crashes are on the
rise, even when adjusted for vehicle
miles traveled, and they have been since
2010 (which you need to remember
is when CSA 2010 came into play).
They are not at the all-time highs
that happened in 2006 with 210.48
reportable crashes per million vehicle
miles traveled. Adjusting for miles
helps account for the number of trucks
on the road and how many miles are
driven in a year. Fewer trucks and fewer
miles means fewer crashes overall. But
when adjusted for miles traveled, you
get an apples-to-apples comparison.
Looking closer, in 2016, which is the
latest year available – that number has
climbed from a low in 2010 of 92.93 to
164.945. That is not the track FMCSA
wants to be on.
So, while FMCSA is wanting to
sell a rosy picture of compliance with
the electronic logging mandate via a
decline in hours-of-service violations,
the reality is that no one knows the true
picture. The fact remains that the true
toll of pairing electronic logs with rigid
hours of service won’t start revealing
itself in hard data until 2020. LL
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EPA glider debate rages on
House committee asks the acting EPA administrator
for information regarding possible collusion.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

T

he saga of whether or not glider
vehicles should be exempt from
certain emission requirements heated
up in July.
As of press time, the latest
development was a federal appeals
court’s decision to stop the
Environmental Protection Agency
from exercising “enforcement
discretion” on glider manufacturers
while the agency evaluates its proposal
to repeal emission requirements for
gliders.
The EPA announced on July 9 that it
had decided to delay through 2019 the

Backing off enforcement
means glider manufacturers
would be able to produce as
many gliders as they did
in 2017.
enforcement of a cap that would limit
the number of glider trucks that could
be built. The agency said the delay
was intended to reduce the impact on
the industry until a resolution could be
reached.
Based on the Obama-era regulation,
glider manufacturers were going to
be limited to building 300 trucks in
2018. Backing off enforcement means
glider manufacturers would be able to
produce as many gliders as they did in
2017, when they were limited to the
number of gliders they built in their
biggest production year between 2010
and 2014.
However, The Environmental
Defense Fund filed a lawsuit on July
17 in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia against the EPA
over its decision not to enforce the
regulation.
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“EPA’s decision not to enforce
those regulations nationwide paves
the way for the immediate production
and sale of these ‘gliders,’ which will
operate for decades and emit orders of
magnitude more pollutants than trucks
compliant with current pollutioncontrol standards,” the lawsuit stated.
Just one day after the lawsuit was
filed, the court granted an emergency
stay on EPA’s decision not to enforce
the regulation until the court makes a
ruling on the lawsuit.
It was the latest blow in a long fight
over whether or not gliders should be
included in the Phase 2 Greenhouse
Gas regulations.
In November 2017, the EPA
proposed to repeal emission
requirements for glider vehicles,
glider engines, and glider kits, because
gliders shouldn’t be defined as new
vehicles. It has never become a final
rule.
Molly Block, a spokeswoman for the
EPA, said the agency’s enforcement
delay was intended to reduce the
negative effects to the industry until a
final rule can be completed.
“After taking into consideration the
public comments received as well
as engagement with stakeholders,
EPA has determined that additional
evaluation of a number of matters
is required before it can take final
action on one or more aspects of the
proposal,” Block said in a statement.
“Until a final rule can be completed
to bring regulatory certainty to
glider manufacturers, the agency is
considering interim steps to reduce
severe impacts on the industry.”
Administrator Scott Pruitt
announced his resignation on July 5.
Andrew Wheeler will serve as the
EPA’s leader until President Donald
Trump names a successor.
In related news, several members

of the House committee on Science,
Space, and Technology sent a letter
to Wheeler on July 12, asking the
acting EPA administrator to provide
information into allegations that
members of the agency colluded
with Volvo lobbyists in an attempt to
influence the EPA to prohibit the use
of glider kits. The letter was signed by
Committee Chairman Lamar Smith
and several others.
“Documents obtained by the
Committee show an apparent
concerted effort between EPA
staff at the National Vehicle and
Fuel Emissions Laboratory and
representatives from the Volvo
Group and the Truck and Engine
Manufacturers Association to
target and test gliders assembled by
Fitzgerald Glider Kits, the largest
glider assembler in the United States,”
the letter stated. “Volvo, a member of
EMA and competitor of Fitzgerald,
supported the 2016 rule that increased
the regulation of gliders.”
The lawmakers said it doesn’t appear
that the people conducting the test
ever reached out to Fitzgerald or any
other glider manufacturer.
“These documents raise serious
questions as to the objectivity and
legitimacy of the study,” the letter
said.
The members of the committee
requested a briefing on the matter by
July 26. They also asked to receive
all documents and communication
relating to the EPA’s involvement in
the study by July 26. LL
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FMCSA tanks proposed changes
to CSA safety measurement system
By Jami Jones, managing editor

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration recently announced
it is abandoning proposed changes
to the embattled Compliance, Safety,
Accountability safety measurement
system.

on execution.
“(The Safety Measurement System)
is structured in a reasonable way, and
its method of identifying motor carriers
for alert status is defendable,” the
panel states in the report’s summary.
“However, much of what is now
done is ad hoc and based on subject-

The program, launched in 2010, has
been heavily criticized for being more
of an enforcement and compliance tool
rather than achieving its stated goal of
identifying motor carriers with higher
crash risk.
In 2015, FMCSA proposed changes
to the program that were touted as
moving CSA closer to identifying
high-risk motor carriers. However,
before those changes were fully
implemented, Congress stepped in and
mandated an independent study.
The Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act of 2015
mandated a correlation study. Congress
also dictated that FMCSA was to
commission the National Research
Council of the National Academies of
Sciences to conduct the study.
The National Academies of Sciences
completed the study of the safety
measurement system and released the
results in June 2017.
In short, the study concluded that
the safety measurement program is
defendable on paper but falls short

matter expertise that has not been
sufficiently empirically validated. This
argues for FMCSA adopting a more
statistically principled approach that
can include the expert opinion that is
implicit in SMS in a natural way.”
Following the less-than-glowing
study, in September 2017 FMCSA
sought comments from industry
stakeholders on the correlation study
and the ongoing test of proposed
changes to CSA.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association filed comments
and said the study was right on the
money, to a point, but that it didn’t go
far enough in identifying problems
with the program.
“Most of the discussion concerning
CSA has centered primarily on
the accuracy of the data and the
methodology behind the safety ratings.
While these factors are important,
OOIDA fears that they have distracted
the agency and others from properly
evaluating the actual performance and
effectiveness of CSA,” OOIDA said in
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its comments.
“Since the inception of the CSA and
SMS programs in 2010, we have seen
a steady uptick in truck-related crashes,
injuries and fatalities of 39 percent,
opposed to a 27 percent decrease in
total crashes between 2005 and 2009.”
Turning to the proposed changes that
would have in part altered intervention
thresholds and moved out-of-service
violations to different categories in
addition to a number of academic
changes, OOIDA continued in
its criticism.
At the core of the program is the
inspection data collected.
“Without consistent and standardized
data, the (proposed algorithm) model
will be plagued with the same lack of
data integrity that the current CSA and
(safety measurement system) programs
suffer with now,” according to
the OOIDA.
While CSA has had its problems,
motor carriers faced adverse public
reaction because the scores were
publicly available. They have since
been pulled from public view, and
OOIDA would like to see it stay
that way.
“These ratings fail to give accurate
and adequate information for the
purpose of evaluating a carrier’s
safety program. The perception of
shippers and brokers based upon the
present data that has been shown
to be inadequate and misleading is
unconscionable,” according to OOIDA.
Apparently OOIDA wasn’t alone in
its criticism.
FMCSA issued a notice on July 10
that it was pulling the plug on the
proposed changes.
“As a result of the ongoing
implementation of the NAS
recommendations, FMCSA removed
the preview from the SMS website
and will not be proceeding with the
proposed changes at this time.” LL
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FMCSA announces pilot program
for vets younger than 21
The Department of Transportation is set to launch a
pilot program that will allow military veterans and
reservists who are 18-20 years old to operate large
trucks in interstate commerce.
A 60-day notice of the pilot program was published
in the Federal Register in July.
The pilot program will drop the minimum age for
a commercial driver’s license in interstate commerce
from 21 to 18 for those who possess the U.S. military
equivalent of a CDL.
FMCSA was directed to start the program by the
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act
of 2015. The agency proposes a three-year period of
information collection to determine whether the safety
outcomes of drivers under the age of 21 with military
experience will be similar to the safety outcomes of
commercial motor vehicle drivers between the ages of
21-24. The program also aims to determine how training
and experience impact the safety of drivers ages 18-20.
The plan for the data collection is to have about 50
motor carriers participating in the pilot program at a

time and a total of about 70 carriers throughout the
three-year study. FMCSA expects to include an average
of 600 drivers in the study per year.
Before the pilot program can officially start, FMCSA
is required to allow a public comment period.
Comments may be submitted at the regulations.
gov website by using Docket ID FMCSA-2017-0196.
Comments also can be mailed to Docket Operations;
U.S. Department of Transportation; 1200 New Jersey
Ave. S.E.; West Building, Ground Floor, Room W12140; Washington, D.C. 20590-001.
The comment period will last until Sept. 4. LL
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By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

FMCSA denies OOIDA ELD exemption request
By Land Line staff

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration has rejected
a request for exemption from
the electronic logging mandate
requested by the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association submitted the
exemption request in November
2017. The agency notified OOIDA
of the denial on Monday, July 2.
The agency denied the exemption
claiming most of the request
challenged the basis of the
electronic rule itself and did not
recognize the “significant difficulty
that would be encountered in trying
to identify and validate drivers
who meet the proposed exemption
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criteria, especially during roadside
inspections.”
OOIDA had requested at
least a five-year exemption for
motor carriers classified as small
businesses, according to the Small

“We are puzzled and
disappointed at the response
from the agency. For months,
the FMCSA has been
granting exemptions to other
organizations, some not even
actually in trucking but relying
on trucks for their businesses.”
– OOIDA President Todd Spencer

Business Administration, and have
a proven safety history with no
attributable at-fault crashes and who

do not have a Carrier Safety Rating
of “unsatisfactory.”
Todd Spencer, president of
OOIDA, says the Association
is disappointed.
“We are puzzled and disappointed
at the response from the agency.
For months, the FMCSA has been
granting exemptions to other
organizations, some not even
actually in trucking but relying on
trucks for their businesses,”
Spencer said.
Spencer says Congress recently
started taking notice that the
mandate was not ready for prime
time. There are numerous legislative
proposals that would provide relief
from the mandate. Spencer said
he is hopeful Congress will move
forward on them quickly. LL
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National registry website making progress,
certified medical examiner says
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Certified medical examiners have resumed being able
to upload examination results to the FMCSA’s National
Registry of Certified Medical Examiners website, a
certified medical examiner told Land Line on July 13. A
security breach
to the website on
Dec. 1 prevented
them from doing
so for about
seven months.
“Pretty much
all of our
members are up
and running and
able to report
exams,” said Mike Megehee, a doctor of chiropractic and
president of Pendleton, Ore.-based Team CME. “There
were a couple of unexpected complications that came up,
but right now members are successful in getting into their
new accounts, and they are submitting the exams.”
Certified medical examiners have been able to conduct

DOT physicals since the security breach in December, but
the seven-month outage created an enormous backlog of
examination results to be uploaded. Based on the number
of DOT exams conducted in previous years, the backlog
was estimated to be almost 2 million.
Megehee said some of Team CME’s members have been
able to upload their old exams, although he also noted that
a large backlog still remains.
“There are other offices that have thousands of exams
backlogged,” he said. “This is going to be a longterm deal.”
In late June, the FMCSA began to take steps toward
regaining full functionality to the website. Among the
steps, commercial motor vehicle drivers could start using
the site to search for a certified medical examiner and
verify that he or she is still on the national registry.
“Work continues to restore the website to full
functionality,” FMCSA spokesman Duane DeBruyne said.
“One of the first steps was to enable drivers to search for a
medical examiner, which is now available. Ongoing
work continues.”
As of mid-July, the FMCSA was still working to return
the site to full functionality. LL

Proposed change would make it easier
to upgrade Class B CDL to Class A
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Federal Motor
Carrier Safety
Administration is
proposing a change
to the entry-level
driver training
regulations that
would reduce the
training time and
costs for drivers to upgrade from a Class B commercial
driver’s license to a Class A CDL.
FMCSA’s notice of proposed rulemaking was published
in the Federal Register on Friday, June 29.
Under the proposed rule, eight theory instructional units
(Handling and Documenting Cargo, Environmental
Compliance Issues, Post-Crash Procedures, External
Communications, Whistleblower/Coercion, Trip Planning,
Drugs/Alcohol, and Medical Requirements) would no
longer be required for Class B CDL holders who are
upgrading to a Class A CDL. However, the units would
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remain a requirement for an individual attempting to obtain
a Class A CDL and does not already hold a Class B.
Beginning on Feb. 7, 2020, those training classes will be
required in order to obtain a Class B CDL.
However, drivers who receive a Class B CDL before Feb.
7, 2020, will be able to upgrade to a Class A without ever
taking those classes.
“FMCSA presumes that these Class B holders seeking to
upgrade to a Class A CDL would already have varying
levels of commercial motor vehicle driving experience and
pre-CDL training, and thus knowledge of the commercial
motor carrier industry,” the agency wrote.
According to the FMCSA, an annual average of 11,340
driver-trainees would be affected by the proposed rule as
each would experience a reduction of 27 hours in time
spent completing their theory instruction. The agency
estimates that driver-trainers would realize an annual
cost-savings of $17.1 million, while motor carriers would
receive an annual cost savings of $1.04 million.
Comments on the rulemaking can be made at
regulations.gov under Docket No. FMCSA-2017-0371
until Aug. 28. LL
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Does West Buechel, Ky., unloading permit violate state law?
By Wendy Parker, staff writer

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association is
calling on truckers to fight back and pressure a Kentucky
city in retaliation for a permit ordinance.
Following Land
Line’s online coverage
Mike Dolan mailed
of a controversial
“unloading permit”
the citations in to
the city and has not in West Buechel, Ky.,
OOIDA’s Manager of
returned to West
Government Affairs
Mike Matousek sent
Buechel to shop or
deliver goods since. an email to members,
informing them of the
city ordinance.
“Located just outside of Louisville, the city has what is
being dubbed as an ‘unloading license’ that requires trucks
to have a sticker or be stuck with a $25 code violation,”
Matousek wrote to members in July. “The ordinance has
been around since about 1996, but it’s finally getting the
negative attention it deserves.
“Perhaps city officials would appreciate truckers more if
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their shelves were empty.
If you’re ever considering
hauling a load to West
Buechel, Ky., you should
take this ordinance into
consideration. And if you’d
like to have your voice
heard, feel free to call West
Buechel City Hall at 502-459-4400.”
Not unexpectedly, response from the trucking community
was immediate. OOIDA member Mike Dolan was one of the
members who reached out to OOIDA.
“I’ve been ticketed three times there,” Dolan told Land
Line. “The ticket is issued by a tow truck driver who is not
in law enforcement. I’ve just mailed the ticket to the mayor’s
office with a note that I refuse to pay the $25 fine. Nobody
has ever contacted me to try to collect. I was always parked
on private property at Wal-Mart or Lowe’s.”
Dolan said he was not delivering within the city limits.
Instead, he had dropped a trailer at the nearby General
Electric facility. His citations were issued while he was
parked bobtail – once at the West Buechel Wal-Mart while
Continued on Page 34
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Great truck
insurance rates
and personal service
are yours as an
OOIDA Member.
Friendly, fast, efficient service
for the busy owner-operator.

At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. You are our mission.
For more than 45 years, OOIDA has been
dedicated to developing a comprehensive range
of insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
OOSI is also committed to providing
outstanding, friendly customer service and
fast turn-around.
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy is
bound.
Call OOSI at 800-715-9369 and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
www.ooidatruckinsurance.com.
* Discounts and premiums subject to underwriting guidelines and verification of information.
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Does West Buechel, Ky., unloading permit violate state law?
From Page 32

he was inside the store shopping and twice while he was on
Lowe’s property, sleeping.
In an effort to be compliant, Dolan called the West Buechel
Police Department to speak with “Officer” Nelson, the
issuing authority on his citations. He was told there was no
law enforcement officer by the name of Nelson and was
referred to the mayor’s office.
Previously, Mayor Rick Richards denied to Land Line
having ever “actually read the ordinance” and claimed that
his knowledge of it was from “truckers complaining
about it.”
Dolan said that eight months ago he was instructed by the
mayor to “just mail those things back into the city,” and the
mayor himself would “expunge the record.” Dolan said he
believed the mayor had a very good understanding of the
ordinance and what language it contained.
As of press time, calls to Richards asking for a response to
Dolan’s claims had not been returned to Land Line.
Dolan since has mailed the citations in and not returned to
West Buechel to shop or deliver goods since. He has heard
nothing regarding the disposition of his “record” and says he
has no plans to ever go to West Buechel again.
In 2015, Kentucky lawmakers eliminated a gray
area within state law that previously allowed self-rule
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municipalities to enact fees and taxes regarding interstate
commerce.
Chris Johnson, senior legal counsel with the Kentucky
League of Cities, told Land Line that amendment 281.830
was made to state law because the law had been questioned
and clarified multiple times since 1960.
Essentially, the original law helped control the number of
dedicated, business-owned delivery trucks a business could
have moving in and out of the city. Its intent was to control
truck traffic and strike a sweet spot with the businesses’
needs. However, as more businesses moved away from their
own fleets and started contracting shipping and receiving to
third-party motor carriers, the law became too burdensome.
So instead of attempting to revamp and clarify the law
once again, state lawmakers opted to scrap it. Hence the
amendment in 2015.
As part of the amendment, it says that a city or county
shall not impose or collect any fee or tax of any kind upon
any interstate or intrastate commercial private or for-hire
motor carrier vehicle for loading or unloading of property,
including household goods.
“It says what it means, and it means what it says,” Johnson
said. “It is against the law for cities to enact those fees in the
commonwealth of Kentucky, and it has been since 2015.” LL
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Legislation still under construction
at some statehouses
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

As fall approaches, some
state legislatures are still in
regular session, and dozens
of trucking-related bills are
on the radar.

Truck issues

A California bill is intended
to improve safety on the state’s
roadways.
SB1236 would implement a federal
rule that requires people seeking a
CDL to complete a certified course
of instruction from a commercial
driving institution or program offered
by an employer before being issued
a license.
Specifically, the Department of
Motor Vehicles would be required
to adopt regulations to comply
with the federal rule by June 5,
2020. The bill also would establish
minimum behind-the-wheel training
requirements to be completed as part
of CDL training. Of note, the federal
compliance deadline for driver
training is Feb. 7, 2020.
Class A or Class B license
applicants would need to complete
15 hours of behind-the-wheel
training, of which 10 hours must be
on a public road.
Every 50 minutes of driving
would be deemed to be one hour
of training.
In Ohio, the House Finance
Committee voted to forward a bill
that would create a commercial
truck driver student aid program
for eligible students enrolled at
a certified CDL school or career
college.
HB154 would provide financial aid
via a grant or loan. The state would
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adopt conditional rules for loans
received by the program and
requirements for certification of
CDL schools.
A total of $5 million would
be appropriated to support the
student aid program.
A related bill, HB155,
would provide a tax credit
to motor carriers for eligible
training expenses for prospective
drivers.
HB155 would cap the tax
credit at $3 million annually with the
amount allotted to a single employer
set at $50,000.

Safety issues

One New Jersey bill would
permit the use of speed enforcement
cameras in highway work zones.
A3082 would create a five-year pilot
program to use traffic cameras in
affected areas.
Two efforts underway at the New
York statehouse cover the use of
ticket cameras. A8971/S6719 would
require signs alerting drivers of redlight and speed monitoring systems
at least 100 feet from areas where the
systems are in operation.
The second bill would permit the use
of speed cameras on the Long Island
Expressway in Suffolk and Nassau
counties. Camera enforcement is

States still in regular
session and their
adjournment dates
California .......... November
Pennsylvania .... November
Michigan .......... December
Ohio ................... December
Illinois ................... January
Massachusetts ... January
New Jersey ......... January

I’m still
just a bill.

already permitted in the counties
near schools. S8263 would dole out
tickets for drivers exceeding the
posted speed by at least 15 mph.
Ohio House lawmakers voted
to advance a bill intended to make
automated ticketing operations too
expensive for local law enforcement
throughout the state. Specifically,
HB410 would require all revenue
from red-light and speed cameras
to be deducted from municipalities’
state aid payments.
All civil traffic violations, such as
ticket camera offenses, also would
be required to be filed in municipal
courts instead of mayor’s courts or
an administrative hearing officer.
Municipalities would be responsible
for paying the court costs.
“If a camera records a driving
infraction, the driver deserves to
be treated the same as if they had
received any other traffic ticket,”
Rep. Bill Seitz, R-Cincinnati, said in
prepared remarks.
Two Pennsylvania bills are of
interest. SB172 would permit the
use of speed cameras in active work
zones on interstates and federal
aid highways via a five-year
pilot program.
The bill also singles out a major
roadway in Philadelphia for speed
enforcement cameras. Specifically,
the use of ticket cameras would be
Continued on Page 100
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States continue to adopt rule changes
to accommodate truck platoons

See related article
on Page 78

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Providing authority to test driver-assistive truck platooning
technology on highways continues to advance through
statehouses across the country.
During the past three years at least a dozen states have
taken action to permit testing of autonomous trucks. The
rule changes often require amendments to large vehicle
following distance rules.
The first state to take action was Utah. Legislators acted
this year to approve a follow-up bill to exempt connected
trucks from the state’s two-second rule for safe following
distance.
Another state to act this year is Louisiana. Gov. John
Bel Edwards signed into law a bill to revise state law
that covers the minimum requirements for large vehicle
following distances.
Louisiana law states that “a driver shall not follow
another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and
prudent.” Specific to trucking, the rule defines the distance
as within 400 feet on a highway.
The new law permits platooning trucks to travel within
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the restricted distance between vehicles.
Addressing concerns on the House floor about what
would happen if a vehicle merges in front of a platoon
vehicle, Rep. Kenny Havard, R-St. Francisville, assured
legislators the system is set up to disengage – much like
cruise control – if the driver taps on the brake.
The rule change does not apply to platoons operating on
a two-lane highway.
It takes effect on Jan. 1.
Continued on Page 103
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Most state legislatures have wrapped
up their work for this calendar year.
Here’s our end-of-summer review
of bills you found of interest. It’s a
roundup of the items that governors
signed into law in recent weeks and other actions.
For a complete rundown of state legislation, visit
LandLineMag.com and click on “Legislative Watch”
under the “Important Info” tab.

CALIFORNIA
Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law a bill, AB807, that
places a question on the November ballot asking voters
to consider staying on daylight saving time year-round.
The Legislature would need to take action, and the federal
government must authorize the change.
INDIANA
A new law in effect since July 1 excludes bulk milk
haulers from the definition of “overweight divisible load.”
The distinction included in SB212 permits the state DOT
to issue an overweight permit for the transportation of
bulk milk up to 100,000 pounds.
KANSAS
Gov. Jeff Colyer signed into law a bill that includes a
provision that increases the time period between license
renewals for commercial drivers. HB2606 extends the
renewal time from four years to five years for CDLs
issued on and after July 1.
NEW HAMPSHIRE
The governor signed into law a bill to authorize the state
DOT to move forward with plans to eliminate toll booths
on the state’s turnpike system in favor of all-electronic
tolling. In addition, a plan included in HB2018 sets up a
committee to study the removal of tolls along the Everett
Turnpike in Merrimack. The completion of widening
Interstate 93 in the state’s southern tier also is included in

Missouri
One 78-page bill signed into law by Gov. Mike Parson
covers a variety of transportation issues, including a
provision that addresses concern about random
commercial vehicle inspections. Previously SB881,
the new law specifies that roadside safety inspections
are not permitted on the shoulder of highways with a
posted speed limit in excess of 40 mph. Inspections
can be carried out, however, on the shoulder at any
entrance or exit areas where there is “adequate”
room to safely perform inspections. The change
takes effect Aug. 28.
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the plan. A long-proposed exit off I-93 in Londonderry is
also planned.

NORTH CAROLINA
Gov. Roy Cooper signed into law a bill to permit the
state to tap $300 million in bonds annually over the next
decade. In addition, SB758 forbids the state from using
the money for toll work or nonhighway projects. Money
from the state Highway Trust Fund will be used to pay
back the debt. The fund receives fuel and vehicle sales
taxes and Division of Motor Vehicle fees.
OKLAHOMA
One new law increases the state tax rate for gas and
diesel by 3 cents and 6 cents respectively. Previously
HB1010xx, the new law increases both tax rates to
20 cents. The new revenue will help to replenish a
diversion of previously available transportation revenue.
The money from the state’s general fund previously
routed to roads and bridges will instead be used to cover
teacher pay increases.
PENNSYLVANIA
Gov. Tom Wolf signed into law a bill requiring PennDOT
to erect fencing on certain state-owned bridges. PennDOT
already has guidelines in place for protective fence-railing
on bridges with a sidewalk over an interstate, railroad
or other limited-access freeway. Previously SB564, the
new law requires protective fencing be included on
new bridges. The rule also applies to existing interstate
bridges when a major renovation is needed. PennDOT
is also required to consider installing protective fencing
on overpasses where there is a history of objects being
dropped from the bridge onto the roadway.
A separate new law updates the vehicle code to reflect
the standard trailer width of 102-inch wide trailers – up
from 96 inches – bringing it into line with the federal
regulations. SB880 permits an engineering and traffic
study to determine whether a roadway width is not
sufficient for the change.
RHODE ISLAND
One new law prohibits indemnification clauses in
trucking contracts. S2592 outlaws provisions in contracts
that provide for shippers to be indemnified for losses
caused by their own negligence and make them “void
and unenforceable.” Affected contracts would be defined
as “a contract, agreement or understanding” between a
motor carrier and a shipper covering the transportation of
property by motor carriers, entrance on property to load,
unload, or transport property. LL
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Eight states implement
fuel rate changes
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

© imageegami - Fotolia.com

Since the first of July fuel tax rates have been revised in
eight states.
South Carolina increased the state’s 18.75-cent
diesel and gas rates by 2 cents to 20.75 cents.
In Tennessee, the state’s 25.4-cent gas rate and
22.4-cent diesel rate were raised. The gas tax is up 1 cent
from a year ago to 26.4 cents, and the diesel tax is up
three cents 25.4 cents.

Tax rate increases have also been implemented in
Oklahoma. The state’s 17 cent-per-gallon gas tax has
been raised by 3 cents and the 14-cent diesel rate by
6 cents. Both tax rates now are set at 20 cents.
The state of Indiana’s fuel tax rates also are up. The
gas tax increased by one penny to 29 cents. The diesel tax
was raised by the same amount, but another 21-cent
increase is included to max out the tax rate at 48 cents.
The diesel rate jump is due to a corresponding repeal for
the amount of the motor carrier surcharge tax.
Because the tax rates are also linked to fuel prices,
another 0.8-cent increase for gas brings the tax rate to
29.8 cents. The diesel rate includes another 0.42 cents
due to the fuel price link.
Maryland’s fuel tax rates were raised by 1.5 cents.
The gas tax now is set at 35.3 cents while the diesel rate
is 36.05 cents.
In Iowa, the 32.5-cent diesel rate will remain the same
for the fifth straight year. The gas tax, however, is up by
0.2 cents to 30.7 cents.
Across the state line, Nebraska is trimming its
28.4-cent gas rate and 27.8-cent diesel rate by 0.4 cents
per gallon each. The changes to 28 cents and 27.4 cents
are due to a law linking the state rates to the price of fuel.
Connecticut’s diesel tax rate is also up. The state’s
41.7-cent rate has increased by 2.2 cents to 43.9 cents
per gallon. LL
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OOIDA-backed California bill advances
to deter mistreatment of truckers
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

One bill nearing approval at the
California statehouse is intended to
end the “rampant exploitation” of
truck drivers who haul cargo from
the state’s ports.
About 25,000 truck drivers move
goods between California’s 11 ports
and various inland distribution
centers, according to
a bill analysis. In fact,
more than 40 percent
of U.S. shippingcontainer traffic flows
through the ports of
Los Angeles, Long
Beach and Oakland.
The Assembly
Labor and
Enforcement, and
Judiciary committees
have each advanced
a bill to deter
shippers from using
port drayage motor
carriers with unpaid wage, tax and
worker’s compensation liabilities.
The Senate has already approved the
bill on a 22-12 vote.
Previously speaking on the bill on
the Senate floor, Sen. Ricardo Lara,
D-Bell Gardens, said his bill would
“clean up our port truck driving
industry once and for all.”
The bill, SB1402, would require
joint and several liability for
customers who contract with
port drayage carriers who have
unsatisfied judgments regarding
unpaid wages, damages, expenses,
penalties and workers’ compensation
liability.
A list of trucking companies would
be created to show who has failed to
pay final judgments. Retailers hiring
port trucking companies with final
judgments would be liable for future
state labor and employment law
violations by these companies.
40 LAND LINE

Lara has said an investigation a
year ago by USA Today highlights
the need for change. He highlighted
the investigation’s findings that “port
trucking companies in Southern
California have spent the past decade
forcing drivers to finance their own
trucks by taking on debt they could
not afford.”
He added that the investigation

found instances where drivers “end
up owing money to their employers
– essentially working for free.”
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association supports the
legislation.
The Association has more than
161,000 members nationwide,
including about 5,380 residing in
California and thousands more who
operate on the state’s highways and
ports each day.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA’s
manager of government affairs, says
many of California’s port drayage
drivers are mistreated.
“They work long hours in
awful conditions and are utterly
undercompensated,” he said. “We’ve
long considered it to be a modern
form of indentured servitude.”
Matousek adds that the workers
are also often misclassified through
Continued on Page 105
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Several states consider moves
that could affect truck parking
Coast to coast, state governments are looking into
plans to change parking, for better or for worse.
Technologies Deployment Grant
worth $13.7 million. The Federal
As truck parking continues to be a
Highway Administration oversees
problem, some states are attempting
the grant.
to solve the issue. Other states have
According to an Arizona
exacerbated the problem. Three
Department of Transportation news
release, the coalition
states are proposing
a system that would
inform truckers of
available parking.
The Arizona DOT
claims the I-10
system will help
truckers better plan
their daily schedules
The Iowa DOT is considering closing 11 of 38 full service rest areas in
while reducing the
addition to closing all 16 parking-only rest areas.
number of trucks
parked along the
freeway shoulders
and ramps. The
department also
says safety will
improve by reducing
the number of tired
drivers, reduce time
spent searching for
A video released by the Iowa DOT emphasized the department’s
parking and reduce
awareness of the need for truck parking.
emissions/fuel
consumption.
separate actions related to truck
I-10 Corridor Coalition’s proposal
parking occurred recently, potentially
does not add parking spaces to the
changing the landscape for truckers.
infrastructure. Rather, it lets truckers
know what existing spaces are
I-10 Corridor
available in real time.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Coalition grant

State departments of transportation
in Arizona, Texas, New Mexico and
California, collectively known as the
I-10 Corridor Coalition, are looking
to obtain a federal grant to build a
program that will alert truckers of
available public parking spaces at
I-10 rest areas.
The coalition is seeking
an Advanced Transportation
and Congestion Management

Iowa DOT seeks input
on rest area closures
While the I-10 Corridor Coalition
is trying to help truck drivers
park at existing locations, Iowa is
considering getting rid of several
parking areas in the state.
Iowa has 38 full-service rest areas
and 16 parking-only rest areas. From
2012 to 2016, the Iowa DOT have
assessed the demand for all rest areas
Continued on Page 107
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WEST VIRGINIA

Parkways Authority doubles tax rate
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Driving through certain parts of West
Virginia will become twice as
expensive next year. By unanimous
decision, the West Virginia Parkways
Authority recently voted to increase
toll rates. A new discounted E-ZPass
program also is included as part of
Gov. Jim Justice’s Roads to
Prosperity plan.
The current cash toll rate for fiveaxle trucks on mainline toll plazas is
$6.75. The rate for West Virginia
E-ZPass holders is $5.40. The rate for
non-West Virginia E-ZPass holders
$5.87.
Effective Jan. 1, toll rates will
double. Cash toll rates for five-axle
trucks on mainline toll plazas will be
$13.50. The new rate for West
Virginia E-ZPass holders is $10.80.
The rate for non-West Virginia
E-ZPass holders will be $11.74.
The 100 percent increase will apply

to all vehicles.
“This allows the Parkways
Authority to sell an initial installment
of $172 million in bonds (with a goal
of $500 million) and will provide
funding for important road and bridge
improvements in 10 southern West
Virginia counties designated by last
year’s turnpike legislation,” Gov.
Justice said in a statement.
The West Virginia Parkways
Authority also approved an E-ZPass
discount program. Beginning Sept. 1,
West Virginia motorists can pay a
one-time $24 transponder fee. The
transponders will be good for
unlimited use of the turnpike for three
years. Affected drivers who currently
have an E-ZPass will automatically
be converted to the new three-year
discount program.
Current E-ZPass discounts for
commercial vehicles will remain the
same and also double next year. LL
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Governor announces plan
to extend I-95 toll project
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Maryland plans to invest an additional
$890 million to extend the northbound
I-95 express toll lanes, Gov. Larry
Hogan has announced. The expansion
brings the total cost of the project to
$1.1 billion.
According to a Maryland
Transportation Authority news release,
the project will provide two express
toll lanes for more than 10 miles from
north of MD 43 in Baltimore County
to north of MD 24 in Harford County.
Originally, the project was only
going to cost $210 million and include
a 7.75-mile single-lane extension.
MDTA will start the expansion in
early 2019. According to its website,
the extension is scheduled to be open
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to traffic in June 2023.
Also part of the project, I-95
interchanges at MD 152 and MD
24 will be reconstructed to provide
access from the northbound express
toll lanes. At the MD 24 interchange,
a two-lane flyover ramp toward Bel
Air will be included in an effort to
lower congestion for motorists exiting
I-95 to MD 24 and MD 924.
Bridge improvements also are
included in the $1.1 billion project.
Reconstruction will take place on
overpasses at Raphel Road, Bradshaw
Road, Old Joppa Road and Clayton
Road. I-95 bridges at Big Gunpowder
Falls, Little Gunpowder Falls and
Winters Run will be widened. Five
new noise walls will be built on both
sides of I-95 as well. LL
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Voters in California this November
will get the final word on whether
they want to keep vehicle tax
and fee increases imposed a
year ago.
Gov. Jerry Brown signed
into law a year ago a 10-year,
$52 billion transportation
funding deal to benefit state and local roads, trade
corridors and public transit. Senate Bill 1 passed the
Democrat-led statehouse without a vote to spare.
As of Nov. 1, 2017, the new law increased the diesel
tax by 20 cents and raised the gas tax by 12 cents. Other
vehicle fees in the deal went up Jan. 1, including an
increase from 4 percent to 5.75 percent in sales tax
applied to diesel purchases.
The additional taxes and fees do not end there. Another
7.5-cent gas tax increase is scheduled for July 2019.
All tax and fee rates are also indexed to inflation to
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allow for increases in future years.
Since last fall, a Republican-led group worked to obtain
signatures as part of a ballot initiative to repeal the tax
and fee increases.
The California secretary of state has announced the
group obtained the required 585,000 valid signatures to
qualify the repeal question for the November 2018
statewide ballot.
Some Republicans say the tax and fee increases put too
much of a strain on lower- and middle-class residents.
They add that past fuel tax revenue have gone for other
programs – a trend they expect to continue.
The Democratic governor has said the tax and fee
increases are necessary to address a $130 billion backlog
in deferred road maintenance. He is defiant about the
repeal effort.
According to the Los Angeles Times, polls show
California voters want to kill the new tax.
Passage of the citizen vote would also amend the state’s
constitution to prevent any future increases without a
statewide vote. Election Day is Nov. 6. LL

CALIFORNIA

Voters set to decide on
vehicle tax and fee increase repeal
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OOIDA seeks class action status
for Pennsylvania toll lawsuit
More than 100,000 motorists could be class members.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association and the National
Motorists Association are asking a
federal court to grant class action
status to their lawsuit against the

“Funding these projects
with toll receipts
violates constitutional
protections guaranteed
to users of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike.”
Ð OOIDA lawsuit
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission.
If granted, more than 100,000
motorists could be potential class
members in a lawsuit that challenges
the constitutionality of excessive
toll increases on the Pennsylvania
Turnpike.
“The right to move freely, by
automobile, is implicit in the concept
of ordered liberty and finds ample
support in the Commerce Clause, the
Privileges and Immunities Clause, and
the Due Process Clause of the 14th
Amendment,” the lawsuit states.
On June 13, OOIDA and NMA
filed the motion for class certification
in the U.S. District Court for the
Middle District of Pennsylvania.
The lawsuit names members of each
association along with two trucking
companies and two private motorists
as plaintiffs. The motion asks to
certify a class defined as “all persons
or entities who paid a toll to the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission
after the Commission raised its toll
rates following the enactment of
Pennsylvania Acts 44 and 89.”
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According to court documents.
OOIDA and NMA estimate the
number of class members to exceed
100,000. Because of the large number
of plaintiffs and the commonality of
individual cases, OOIDA and NMA
argue that all the requirements are met
for class action status.

OOIDA v. Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission
In a lawsuit filed on March 15, OOIDA
challenged the constitutionality of the
imposition of excessive tolls by the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission.
OOIDA claims that tolls, or “user
fees,” become an undue burden on
commerce once the amount is greater
than a fair approximation of the value
of the use of the toll road.
The lawsuit also claims that PTC
toll rates are used to pay for state
projects that have nothing to do with
the turnpike, including operations,
maintenance or improvements.
OOIDA is evoking the Commerce
Clause in its case.
In 2007, a public-private partnership
was established between the turnpike
commission and the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation. The
agreement lasts for 50 years.
Legislation required the commission
to make payments to PennDOT in the
amounts of $750 million in fiscal year
2007-08, $850 million in 2008-09 and
$900 million in 2009-10. From 2011
until 2022, the payments are reduced
to $450 million a year. Payments drop
to $50 million from 2023 until the end
of the agreement in 2057. In total, PTC
will pay PennDOT $9.65 billion, with
nearly $6 billion of that already paid.
OOIDA points to a 2016 audit that
reveals PTC payments have been
dedicated solely to nonhighway

purposes, including transit. In 2008,
PTC announced a large toll rate
increase because revenue was going
elsewhere. According to a 2008 PTC
news release, the 2009 increase “will
largely be used by PennDOT to help
finance off-Turnpike road and bridge
projects and the state’s 74 masstransit operations.” PTC said more
than 90 percent of the increase will
go to projects that don’t involve the
turnpike.
“If those programs have value,
however, they should be paid for
by taxpayers,” the lawsuit states.
“Funding these projects with toll
receipts violates constitutional
protections guaranteed to users of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike.”
OOIDA says that since 2011,
revenues generated by PTC tolls have
totaled more than 200 percent of the
operation and maintenance costs of
the Pennsylvania Turnpike System.
With toll revenues twice as much as
needed, OOIDA contends that the tolls
are being used as a revenue-generating
machine for PennDOT to use for
unrelated projects.
“Truckers and motorists are not
ATMs to fund everything under the
sun,” said OOIDA President and
CEO Todd Spencer. “The ongoing,
economic drain on unsuspecting
turnpike users is the epitome of
highway robbery.”
A 2016 performance audit of the
commission by Pennsylvania’s auditor
general found that “annual costly toll
increases place an undue burden on
Pennsylvanians.” The audit called
toll increases “unsustainable” and
said eventually “the average turnpike
traveler will be deterred by the
increased cost and seek alternative tollfree routes.” LL
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OOIDA
Built by
OOIDA HISTORY

By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

For 45 years, OOIDA has
been fighting for the rights
of all truckers. Founded by
truckers who were fed up
with a lack of representation,
the Association has fought
for them and won several
victories that will stand the
test of time.

T

he Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
got its start in November 1973. A disgruntled trucker
named J.W. Edwards stopped traffic with his rig
on Interstate 80 at Lamar, Pa., and refused to move until
he got a meeting with power brokers in Washington, D.C.
The purpose of the meeting was to address the problems of
truckers, problems exacerbated by OPEC’s oil embargo.
Edwards got his audience when the governor of
Pennsylvania arranged meetings
in the nation’s capital. When
Edwards was summoned to D.C.,
he called for help from several
other truckers.
One of the truckers who
dropped everything and headed
to Capitol Hill was Jim Johnston,
a young trucker from Missouri.

from the beginning
1973

1974

1975

OOIDA is founded. Prompted by
the Arab oil embargoes that crippled
trucking in the early ’70s, a handful
of frustrated owner-operators head to
Washington, D.C., to talk to lawmakers.
They learn that organization would
be the key to penetrating the policymaking system.

OOIDA incorporates
incorporates,
and Jan. 1 marks
the beginnings of
a working staff for
OOIDA with Jim and
Mary Johnston.

Jim Johnston is elected
president, and Land Line
publishes its ﬁrst issue.
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Jim Johnston, right, and a handful of frustrated owner-operators headed
to Washington, D.C., to talk to lawmakers.

Edwards was OOIDA’s first president, but he
soon went back to trucking. Al Hannah became the
Association’s second president, beginning in early 1974
until the end of that year. After Hannah also went back
to trucking, the job was passed to Johnston. In 1975,
Johnston was elected president. He had been serving as

vice president while trying to continue operating his own
truck to take care of his family and provide funding to
keep the Association going. He was traveling back and
forth to D.C. for congressional hearings and meetings at
the various regulatory agencies and with other trucker
Continued on Page 48
groups.

1979

1980

At OOIDA’s urging, Congress
holds a series of hearings in the
mid-to-late 1970s to investigate
the problems of small-business
truckers. Congress finds widespread
abuse and directs the ICC to
develop the Truth-in-Leasing
regulations, which is OOIDA’s first
major long-term victory.

Hundreds of organizations form, all claiming
to represent truckers. Other groups drop
by the wayside because of lack of sufficient
commitment or because they learn there will
be no quick buck or personal glory to be
gained. While others fail, OOIDA begins to
grow.

Ignored pleas for relief from
the fuel crisis lead to the
“Shutdown of 1979.” OOIDA
headquarters receives around 40
calls an hour from members and
nonmembers voicing their support,
encouragement and frustrations
during the shutdown.
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

Deregulation is signed into law, despite
opposition from OOIDA and other industry
interests. OOIDA’s mission expands to help
truckers in new ways. New member beneﬁt
programs are added to provide big ﬂeet
prices and benefits to small-business truck
drivers.
OOIDA presents volumes of info to ICC to
prove a fuel surcharge is needed and fights
just as hard to keep it.
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At that time, the Association was on the verge of
collapse. Membership dwindled all the way down to 35
dues-paying members out of approximately 3,000 who
first signed up.

Despite the bleak outlook in those early years, the
Association soldiered on, adding new members along
the way. In 1976 another Missouri trucker, Todd
Spencer, joined.
Spencer, OOIDA’s fourth and current president and
chief executive officer, recalls first hearing about the
association from a couple of “activist” members who
gave him a copy of Land Line.
“The more I learned about trucking, the more I
realized everything was all stacked against the little
guy, every bit of it,” Spencer said. “This is after the
shutdowns. There were hearings going on about the
problems of small-business and owner-operators.
Trucking was heavily regulated at the state and federal
level, in the interest of the biggest carriers. There were
limited opportunities for truckers to start their own
operations.”
From the beginning, OOIDA’s mission has been to
fight for the rights of all truckers. From the Capitol
rotunda to courtrooms across North America, the

1981

1985

OOIDA moves again, this time into a renovated building
in Grain Valley, Mo., where it remains until 1998. Discount
member benefit programs attract more members
and provide additional sources of funding for the
Association’s representational efforts. OOIDA member
Todd Spencer joins the office staff as editor of Land Line.

A Washington, D.C., law/lobbying firm is retained by
OOIDA. The first lawsuits are part of an effort that results in
cases filed against many states that impose discriminatory
taxes on out-of-state truckers. Ultimately, hundreds of
millions of dollars are refunded.

OOIDA Member Todd Spencer joins the ofﬁce staff Nov. 6, 1981, as editor
of Land Line.

Truck stops began to evolve from fuel stops and diners,
adding drivers’ lounges with television and video games.

1986-87
As the staff expands to more than a dozen employees,
additional office space becomes a necessity. The
Association purchases the building where it has rented
offices at 311 R.D. Mize Road, and within several years
takes over the whole building.

1982
A big year. With OOIDA coordinating
activities, the U.S. Senate reports more
than 24,000 telegrams, mailgrams and
letters received from owner-operators
opposing a tax increase aimed at trucker’s wallets. In the
end, the tax package sets the highway use tax at $550
instead of $1,900.
OOIDA’s strong lobbying efforts are rewarded when
nationwide uniform truck size and weight limits are
established by Congress through the 1982 Surface
Transportation Assistance Act.
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1988
OOIDA’s legal efforts
expand. When the
DOT proposes random
and post-accident drug
testing rules, OOIDA’s
attorneys file for an injunction
in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals the very
next day. OOIDA’s membership count picks up
steam, and OOIDA’s staff more than doubles in
two years.
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Association and its members –
hardworking, small-business owneroperators and company drivers –
have scored dozens of victories.
The legacy of OOIDA is built by
truckers.
Those accomplishments include
expanding the membership from
only a handful of dedicated drivers
to more than 160,000 truckers
today, pushing for legislation to
protect truckers and the industry,
fighting unnecessary and
burdensome regulations, and
waging a series of legal battles at the
state and federal level on behalf of
drivers who faced harassment from law
enforcement or predatory financial practices
from motor carriers.

Truth-in-leasing
among first battles
In the 45 years since its founding, one of
the largest benefit programs is OOIDA’s
truck insurance program. That provided
the funding for the organization to mount
its challenges in both the courtroom and
Congress.
Those regulatory and legislative fights
include establishing uniform licensing
and permitting regulations nationwide,
setting up universal registration and an
International Fuel Tax Agreement, fuel
surcharges, and soliciting the federal
government to create uniform size and
weight limits on the National Highway
System.
Spencer recalls one of the earliest fights the Association
waged on behalf of drivers was establishing truth-inleasing requirements for carriers.
Continued on Page 50

1989
The Association has more than 14,000
members. OOIDA’s attorneys continue
their efforts on behalf of owner-operators
to obtain refunds of illegally collected
truck taxes. As much as $1 billion in
refunds is at stake in the cases, which
challenge the constitutionality of some
taxes.
Owner-Operator Services Inc. is
incorporated. OOSI’s growing roster of
programs provides much-needed services
for trucker members. OOIDA’s PAC
is established to give truckers more
political clout.

1990
Discriminatory abuse of out-of-state
truckers and warrantless cab/sleeper
searches prompt OOIDA to initiate a legal
battle against the Tennessee PSC.
To help owner-operators comply with new
drug-testing rules, OOIDA’s consortium –
CMCI – is created.
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

1991

1994

Filing position statements on
virtually every proposed rulemaking
and testifying personally before
Congress on truckers’ concerns,
OOIDA continues to make its
presence known. Big issues include
loading and unloading and new CDL
requirements. Another issue high
on OOIDA’s agenda: Stop longer
combination vehicles.

In the aftermath of the 1993
national shutdown, OOIDA pushes
aggressively for government to
address issues of fuel pricing,
NAFTA, meal deductions and more.

1992
OOIDA ﬁles suit against the DOT’s
four-state pilot program of random
roadside drug testing of commercial
drivers as unconstitutional. FHWA
will eventually implement the testing
requirement but drop the roadside
program as unfeasible.

1993
OOIDA marks its 20th
anniversary, and membership
climbs to 17,253. Decreased
compensation for truckers,
increased taxes and other issues
lead truckers to take part in a
national shutdown Nov. 11-17.

OOIDA wins its initial
court case against
the Tennessee Public
Service Commission
and Commissioner Keith
Bissell, whose campaign-funding
tactics violated truckers’ rights.
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“We wanted them to go a hell of a lot further
than they do,” Spencer said. “They don’t actually
guarantee any fairness, but they do require full
disclosure.”
Spencer said the Interstate Commerce
Commission was the agency originally tasked with
enforcing the new regulations. When that agency
was abolished, OOIDA once again went to bat to
make sure that those regulations not only stayed
on the books but that they had a more effective
enforcement action: private right of action.

Private right of action, one
of OOIDA’s greatest victories
The private right of action is arguably the most
important victory in the Association’s history. It provides
truckers the mechanism for redressing grievances with
motor carriers face-to-face in a courtroom.
In the mid-1990s, OOIDA was involved in preserving

the regulations and in
enacting a statutory
private right of action
that allows owneroperators to enforce
the truth-in-leasing
regulations directly in
federal court. Before the
ICC Termination Act in
January 1996, regulatory
authorities were
completely ineffective
in enforcing the leasing
regulations. If an owneroperator had a grievance
with a carrier over leasing regulations, the owneroperator filed a complaint and then waited, sometimes
for years, for the ICC to make a determination.
OOIDA relentlessly and successfully lobbied for a
“private right of action” provision to be included in the
ICC sunset legislation.

1995
OOIDA’s case and new revelations
lead the Tennessee
Legislature to abolish the
PSC. OOIDA and
state’s PSC
truckers are a primary
force in getting the
maximum 55 mph
National Speed Limit
repealed. The ICC goes out
of business.

1997
1996
After the ICC sunsets, OOIDA steps in
and ﬁghts hard to preserve protections
for owner-operators. Through OOIDA’s
efforts, the ICC Termination Act provides
that the Truth-in-Leasing regulations
are retained and gives truckers
the “private right of action” to settle
carrier disputes by ﬁling a civil suit.
In other actions, OOIDA succeeds in
blocking attempts to lower speed
limits for CMVs and wins a major tax
case for truckers in Alabama.
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On May 9, OOIDA breaks ground for its new 48,000-square-foot
headquarters in Grain Valley, Mo.

1998
Loading and unloading
abuses, credit card
surcharges, escrow account
violations and insurance
overcharges draw ﬁre from
OOIDA and its attorneys as
the Association reaches its
25th year. In April, the staff
moves into the new three-story
building with 87 employees.
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

With private right of action, an owner-operator may
sue a carrier for damages arising from the violations of
the leasing regulations as well as attorney’s fees. OOIDA
hoped that with the very real prospect of owner-operators
winning damages and their attorney’s fees in these cases,
those unscrupulous carriers that rip off their owneroperators would choose to play by the rules.
When the ICC Termination Act created a private right
of action, it was of course an untried provision. Today
it’s firmly established. After more than 20 years of
OOIDA filing case after case over escrow robbery, unfair
or unspecified chargebacks, compensation issues and
other leasing abuses, dozens of courts have upheld the
private right of action.
The Association has spent millions of dollars to
establish this case law, and OOIDA truth-in-leasing
lawsuits continue to build a lasting legacy for owneroperators. OOIDA members are often the ones who step
up and serve as named plaintiffs, becoming the de facto
face representing other drivers in the court of law.
“We sued a number of carriers for leasing violations,

establishing legal precedent that drivers can call upon
to this day,” Spencer said. “Our goal was never to sue
carriers. The goal was simply to get compliance.”

Putting money back
in drivers’ pockets,
where it belongs
Several of the fights OOIDA
has waged involved stopping
law enforcement and other
government agencies
from harassing drivers
and treating truckers
like rolling piggybanks.
As former president
Jim Johnston wrote in
a 2010 editorial for Land
Line, state governments
across the country drew the
Continued on Page 52

1999

2001

2002-03

OOIDA ﬁles more lawsuits against motor
carriers and several states. The issues:
unfair and illegal treatment of drivers, violation
of lumping laws, private right of action,
and double taxation.
OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund
awards its first
scholarships.

Members ﬂood the phone lines
at OOIDA trying to find out how
they can volunteer to help in the
wake of the Sept. 11 attacks
and reporting sudden jumps in
diesel prices in the hours after the
attacks.

After five solid years of membership
growth, expanding services to
the membership prompts the
Association to seek
more space. In
2003, we break
ground again on
additional office
space. OOIDA
celebrates its
30th anniversary.

2000
OOIDA leadership,
members and other
truckers converge on
the U.S. Capitol March
16 to hold a convoy
and peaceful protest
for reasonable pricing,
fair compensation and
equitable taxation.
In May, membership reaches 50,000.
OOIDA battles for legislation
that would establish a fuel
surcharge mandate.
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OOIDA wins a partial summary
judgment in a complaint against
Mayﬂower Transit Inc. The court
ruled that Mayﬂower had unlawfully
retained fuel tax credits from owneroperators in violation of the federal
truth-in-leasing regulations.
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“There was no other organization in America
that would have stood up for drivers in that
situation. Not a one. And there still isn’t today.”
– OOIDA President Todd Spencer

attention of OOIDA’s
legal team through the
1980s and into the 1990s.
This led to a series of court actions related to special
trucking taxes, often referred to as “bingo stamps,”
“cab cards,” “fuel stickers” and “decal fees.”
“Our work on behalf of truckers changed tax laws in
many states,” he wrote. “The state tax cases not only
brought refunds but also brought to an end the upsurge
of discriminatory taxes and fees, including regulatory
fees.”

100000
2003
OOIDA
membership
surpasses 100,000.
OOIDA declares
June National
Truck Safety
Month, and
dozens of states
follow suit as does
the U.S. Congress.

By filing lawsuits and intervening in others, OOIDA
was able to help get back – more than $150 million
in refunds. A substantial portion of this went back to
owner-operators.
The Association continues to fight to protect the
wallets of drivers. In 2016, a substantial number of
out-of-state trucking businesses in New York received
a share of a $44.6 million judgment against the state’s
Highway Use Tax.
The class-action lawsuit challenged the
constitutionality of taxes that impose a $15 fee for a

2005

2007

A federal judge sides with OOIDA
and more than 600 drivers in a class
action against Ledar Transport, ruling
the company violated truth-in-leasing
regulations.

OOIDA continues push to eliminate
split speed limits and to ﬁght black
boxes and speed limiters; stands
strong against authorizing Mexican
carriers to do long-haul within the
U.S.

Siding with OOIDA, a federal court
rules FMCSA must produce a training
rule that requires behind-the-wheel
training, saying it is “patently illogical”
to not include it.
OOIDA launches Land Line Now,
its own daily radio show on satellite
radio.

Port haulers on the East, West and Gulf
coasts and in Houston and New Orleans
stop work in late June and early July to
get higher fuel surcharges from shippers.
OOIDA asks federal lawmakers to pass
fuel surcharge legislation to permanently
ﬁx the problem.
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OOIDA ﬁles legal challenge to
HOS provision and organizes
an anti-toll rally on steps of
Pennsylvania Capitol.
The ﬁrst OOIDA radio “telethon”
called Truckers for Troops raises
$40,000.

2004
OOIDA’s Ofﬁce of Government Affairs
in Washington, D.C., is open, lobbying
Congress and executive branch agencies
on behalf of professional truckers.

OOIDA v. SuperValu lumping case is
granted class action status.

2006
OOIDA takes a stand against
speed limiters, wades into runaway
CARB standards, wrangles with the
government over TWIC, and digs in
its heels over Mexican trucks in the
U.S. marketplace.
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certificate of registration and a $4 decal charge on all
trucks using New York state highways. The taxes are
imposed not only on New York-based trucks, which are
driven proportionately higher miles in New York, but
also on trucks based outside of New York, which are
driven mostly in states other than New York.
OOIDA argued that trucks owned and/or operated
outside of New York travel fewer miles on New York
highways than trucks owned and/or operated in New
York.
The imposition of the challenged taxes results in a
higher per-mile tax rate being imposed on out-of-state
trucks. The Association charged that this constitutes an
undue burden on interstate commerce in violation of the
Commerce Clause of the U.S. Constitution.
Earlier this year, OOIDA filed and is seeking class
action status for a lawsuit against the Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission, challenging the constitutionality
of excessive tolls levied by the commission.

Protecting truckers’ rights
in the states
In 1990, OOIDA went to court against a state
government again. Corrupt public officials in Tennessee
were using state employees and agencies for political
gain and discriminating against truckers in the process.
States that pursued overeager enforcement campaigns
found a ready foil in OOIDA. The Association took on
the Tennessee Public Service Commission with a lawsuit
that began in 1990. OOIDA received verified complaints
from members of abusive practices by Tennessee truck
inspectors. Among those abusive practices were law
enforcement officers conducting shakedowns of truckers
during inspections. Spencer recalls receiving complaints
from drivers who had been harassed, arrested and in
some extreme cases “fined into oblivion.”
“For decades, Tennessee had a reputation as one of the
most trucker-unfriendly places in the country,” Spencer
said. “There was simply no way I would ever sleep in
Continued on Page 54

2008

2011

Blockbuster decision: The U.S. District
Court agrees with OOIDA and declares
Ledar Transport and Hawthorn Leasing,
along with company officers to be – in
their personal capacity – all liable for
violations of federal truth-in-leasing regs.

In OOIDA v. Minnesota State Patrol, a
judge rules that truckers’ Fourth
Amendment rights were violated by
state patrol’s fatigue inspections.

2009
OOIDA and member plaintiff Stephen K.
House file the “Minnesota I” lawsuit May
13 on behalf of truck drivers placed out
of service or fined when the Minnesota
State Patrol officers arbitrarily decided
the drivers were “fatigued.” Later,
OOIDA files a second lawsuit against
Minnesota PSC and State Patrol officers.
OOIDA and truckers rally behind
Jason’s Law bills for safe truck parking.

2010
President Jim Johnston is
re-elected by the board for an
eighth term as president.
OOIDA fights a U.S. Senate bill to
require electronic on-board recorders
in all commercial trucks.
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

OOIDA wins a class-action lawsuit
against SuperValu over lumping fees.
The lawsuit was filed in 2006.
OOIDA gets a judge to vacate
the FMCSA’s electronic on-board
recorder regulation because the rule
was arbitrary, capricious and did not
ensure that the devices are not used
to harass vehicle operators. Congress
passes another attempt at a mandate in
new highway bill.

2012
The newest highway bill includes several
wins for truckers, such as driver training,
freight broker reform, crashworthiness
standards and Jason’s Law.
OOIDA files lawsuit against FMCSA
regarding the accuracy of its
Compliance, Safety, Accountability
program safety record database.

OOIDA wins a lawsuit against
Arctic Express and Comerica
Bank for violating the escrow
provisions of the truth-in-leasing
regulations.
OOIDA begins fight against
guidance driven regulation of
sleep apnea. Those efforts led to a
law being signed in 2013 mandating
FMCSA had to go through full
regulatory process.
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a Tennessee rest area unless it was the last rest area
in the state, and I could get all the way to the end of
the rest area, because there was always a chance that
you’d get woken up by an inspector.”
After a lengthy legal process and an 11-day trial,
U.S. District Court Judge Robert Echols ruled in
1994 that Bissell had illegally discriminated against
truck drivers who
refused to pay a political
contribution to his
campaign war chest.
“As our lawsuit
progressed, we were
able to uncover all kinds
of issues with the PSC,
and that bigger carriers,
local carriers and things
like that – they knew
if they simply made
contributions to the
commissioners favorite

political organizations they wouldn’t have any
problems,” Spencer said. “And that’s what they did.”
Evidence presented by OOIDA during the trial
prompted the Federal Highway Administration to
withhold federal funding and the Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation to launch its own fact-finding mission.
Shocked by the corruption found, the state legislature
went on to completely
abolish the PSC in 1995.
It also was forced to cut
a check to OOIDA for
more than $583,000 –
money that went back
into the Association’s
Litigation Fund for the
next fight.
For Spencer, one of
the most satisfying
developments from the
Public Service
Commission lawsuit was
Continued on Page 56

2013

2014

OOIDA sues the California Air Resources Board over
its Truck and Bus Regulation, which requires particulate
filters on 1996-2006 model year trucks weighing more
than 14,000 pounds in order to travel California highways.
The rule went into effect in 2012.

Western Star turns
over the keys to a
custom 4900 EX to
OOIDA tour truck
driver Jon Osburn.
The Spirit of the
American Trucker
hits the road in
March.

In March, OOIDA and truckers win a judgment of
$1.3 million in a lawsuit against Salt Lake Citybased mega-carrier C.R. England over its truck leasing
operations. First filed in 2001, the lawsuit went to trial in
federal court in 2006.
OOIDA rolls out a health insurance exchange pilot
program in October to help truckers comply with the
Affordable Care Act. The pilot program served six states:
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Ohio and Texas.
Beginning June 30, 30-minute rest breaks became
mandatory for drivers during the workday if the driver has
been on duty for eight consecutive hours.
OOIDA objects, saying the changes do
not take into account the variation in
individual needs of truckers.

OOIDA announces the hiring of its first-ever state
legislative affairs director, Mike Matousek to track and
analyze state legislative initiatives and fight for the
rights of all truckers in state legislatures.
As of May 21, all physicians performing DOT physicals
must be on the FMCSA’s national registry of medical
examiners.
OOIDA attorneys ﬁle a class-action lawsuit
challenging New York highway taxes, calling them
unconstitutional and discriminatory against out-of-state
truckers.

OOIDA celebrates 40 years
representing professional
truckers. The birthday bash
was Oct. 18-19 at the Kansas
Speedway in Kansas City, Kan.
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showing how a relatively small
organization – OOIDA’s membership
numbered only 14,000 at the time –
could take on a major statewide
institution and emerge victorious.
“There was no other organization in
America that would have stood up for
drivers in that situation,” he said. “Not
a one. And there still isn’t today.”

OOIDA v. Minnesota
State Patrol
It hasn’t just been about protecting
truckers’ wallets. OOIDA has engaged
in numerous legal and regulatory
battles on behalf of drivers’ constitutional rights as
well.
One such battle involved life member Stephen K.
House and the Minnesota State Patrol. House was
pulled over in Minnesota on May 10, 2008, as part of a

safety enforcement blitz centered
on fatigue. During the stop, he was
questioned about his neck size,
the number of times he used the
restroom at night, whether there
was a television or computer in his
cab, and whether or not he had any
copies of Playboy with him.
Following his interrogation,
House was placed out-of-service,
kicking off a three-year legal battle
that once again saw OOIDA take
on a powerful state enforcement
agency in federal court.
House wasn’t the only driver
to be victimized by Minnesota’s
aggressive enforcement of roadside fatigue tests. More
than six years’ worth of citations and out-of-service
orders ultimately got tossed out after the Association’s
challenge. U.S. District Judge Donovan W. Frank ruled
the Minnesota State Patrol’s use of CVSA Level III

2015

2016

In response to concern over the new certified medical
examiner registry, OOIDA launches a web resource
for truckers to rate their certiﬁed medical
examiner experience.

OOIDA wins a class action against the N.Y. State
Department of Taxation and Finance in favor of
truckers.
The lawsuit
challenged
certain truck
tax fees as
unconstitutional
and
discriminatory
against out-of-state truckers.

OOIDA launches FightingforTruckers.com to provide
an effective tool for members. In one of its first efforts,
members rallied to call their House representative to object
to raising minimum levels of insurance required of motor
carriers. The amendment to greenlight the big increase is
defeated 31-20.

In January, OOIDA opposes FMCSA’s efforts to have
certified medical examiners collect information
from primary health care professionals who
prescribe medication to CMV drivers.

OOIDA continues to battle FMCSA over electronic
logging devices. The agency announces on Dec. 10 the
final rule mandating the use of ELDs in all 2000 and newer
trucks in interstate commerce. OOIDA’s opposition is
immediate. The next day, OOIDA files a petition for review
with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.
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Donald Trump is elected president of the
U.S. and OOIDA’s executive and lobbying team
begins to educate the Trump transition team on the role
of small-business truckers in the nation’s economy.
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OOIDA reaches
landmark
$44.4 million tax
refund agreement
with New York.

inspections to determine
fatigue violated truckers’
Fourth Amendment rights.
The decision affected
fatigue enforcement around
the country, not just in
Minnesota.
Current randomized drug
testing regulations were
developed in part thanks
to OOIDA again pursuing
legal remedies against
the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration. The
Association sued FMCSA
over a four-state pilot
program that would have authorized random drug tests
to be done during roadside inspections.
“The current regulations aren’t those that the big
carriers pursued,” Spencer said. “FMCSA pulled back
and came up with regulations that gave carriers a
mechanism for random drug testing.”
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ÔRound 2 dŽjˆ vuÕ
As long as there are unscrupulous carriers,
overbearing regulators and clueless politicians
plaguing truckers, OOIDA’s mission will be
unfinished.
“The bottom line is, OOIDA throughout the
last 45 years, has been the only representation
on national issues that either owner-ops or
drivers have ever had,” Spencer said. “The
reason that OOIDA formed, the inequities –
many of the problems still exist and have yet
to be resolved.”
Spencer described some of the current
battles – like those over tolls, ELDs, speed
limiters and the like – as “Round 2, déjà vu
all over again.”
How can drivers help? Spencer says at a minimum,
you need to join.
“We see examples of pretty impressive things being
done with large groups of people,” he said. “That
means you have to join, support the cause and stay
engaged. Democracy is not a spectator sport. You’ve
got to participate.” LL
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2017
OOIDA launches
Knock Out Bad Regs
campaign in March at
the Mid-America Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky. The effort
gives members the tools they need to hold the FMCSA and
Congress to their pledge to reduce regulations.
OOIDA starts off year
strong with two big wins on
the regulatory front. With
the help and leadership
of Sen. Susan Collins,
R-Maine, unworkable
restrictions to the 34-hour
restart are removed.
FMCSA concedes OOIDA’s
assertion that there are
problems with CSA and
pulls scores from public
view.

2018
Jim Johnston, longtime president and CEO of OOIDA,
succumbs to cancer and dies Jan. 8. Todd Spencer
becomes acting president of OOIDA. A Celebration of Life
is held in Jim’s honor at the Mid-America Trucking Show.
OOIDA membership tops 160,000.

160k

OOIDA files a letter in support of the EPA’s plan to repeal
emission requirements for glider kits.
OOIDA kicks off efforts to retool hours-of-service
regulation in February by petitioning the FMCSA.
The petition targets the 14-hour on-duty clock and the
30-minute rest break.
OOIDA in March sues the Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission for turning over Turnpike revenue to Penn
DOT to use for non-Turnpike
expenses.
At OOIDA’s spring
board meeting, Todd
Spencer is unanimously
elected the fourth
president of OOIDA.
In May, 30 U.S. senators,
sign a letter in support of
reforming hours-of-service
regulations. LL
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WHO IS OOIDA?

OOIDA

There is no substitute for
practical knowledge of a trade
It’s not so much what they do, but how they
do it, that makes them who they are.
By Wendy Parker, staff writer

They don’t make
French fries
(that’s Ore-Ida),
but they do have
a direct hand in supply
chains facilitating
the process.
They don’t
make knives
(that’s Oneida),
but they do
skillfully cut
through the
rhetoric and get
straight to the
heart of an issue.
They’re not an
extremely large
association, but they
do represent close to
90 percent of the trucking
workforce (that’s owneroperators and fleets of 10 or fewer
trucks) as well as every professional driver behind
the wheel.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association, or OOIDA, is, “the international trade
association representing the interests of independent
owner-operators and professional drivers on all issues
that affect truckers.”
It says so right on the website. That’s probably
redundant information for Land Line readers, because it
happens to be the magazine published by OOIDA. But
it’s not so much what OOIDA does as how they do it
that makes them who they are.
Forty-five years ago, the association was created
by a small group of truck drivers. It continues, unlike
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other trucking associations, to be run by a board of
either active or retired truck drivers. It’s a requirement.
You can’t be on the board if you aren’t a truck driver.
There’s no stipulation to be an owner-operator, but you
do have to have practical working experience driving
a truck.
Seems like a no-brainer, right? Practical knowledge
of a trade is paramount to understanding the intricacies
of crafting rules and regulations affecting those actually
out there doing the work. You can’t tell people how to
do something if you don’t know how to do it yourself.
Unfortunately, this isn’t the case. Time and time
again we’ve seen this play out, not only in trucking,
but in other industries, where policy is controlled by
profit margin. The larger economic interest might
not necessarily represent the bulk of the work force,
yet they get to determine policy that everyone else is
expected to embrace.
In other words, people who have never seen the
inside of a commercial truck are making laws about
how they can be operated. It doesn’t matter how many
“driver friends” they have, or if their uncle ran a
trucking company in 1993 – there is no substitute for
practical knowledge of a trade. You can’t read your way
into knowing how to do a blind-side back off a West
Virginia coal road in the dark while it’s raining.
And that’s who OOIDA is.
OOIDA is a professional trade association, run by a
board of truck drivers who actually can do a blind-side
back off a coal road in the dark. People who have done
it, or something very much like it, during their careers
as professional truck drivers. Credibility, established
decades ago, is maintained today with the same
practical knowledge upon which Jim Johnston helped
build the association.
President Todd Spencer’s answer to “Who is
OOIDA?”
“We are trucker-centric – focused, created, and
designed to always be that way.” LL
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Meet the OOIDA board
Name: Todd Spencer, president
JoiNed ooida: 1974
elected to board: 1978
i raN For tHe board becaUSe:
Pretty much from the start I wanted to
be an activist for the cause. Virtually
everything was stacked against the little
guy back then. I raised my hand, and
Johnston grabbed it.

Name: Bob Esler, secretary
JoiNed ooida: 1978
elected to board: 1980
i raN For tHe board becaUSe:
I was a new owner-operator who needed
good insurance. OOIDA was offering
a program that appealed to me. They
seemed to be the only game in town that
was 100 percent behind the owner-operator. I was a Teamster
burnout. I was looking for an organization that would stand up
for the owner-operator. OOIDA was the logical choice for me.

Name: William “Lewie” Pugh,

Name: Terry Button, general vice

executive vice president

president

JoiNed ooida: 1996
elected to board: 2004
i raN For tHe board becaUSe:
I felt I could make a difference in the
trucking industry. Even though I was
young, I wanted to help make the industry
better for the future of all drivers, as well as not forgetting
where the roots of trucking came from. Trucking was not only
my career choice but my life.

JoiNed ooida: 1992
elected to board: 2006
i raN For tHe board becaUSe:
It was an opportunity to possibly give
some time back to an organization that
helped me get ahead and be successful.
OOIDA’s board members are so diverse in their professional
experience. We are truly lucky to have so many great people
who bring different thoughts, views and knowledge to the
Continued on Page 62
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table. The first time I walked into the board room, I was so
impressed with the amount of truly great trucking people in
one room.
NAME: Leland “Leo” Wilkins,

treasurer

JOINED OOIDA: 1988
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2002
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I was interested in fighting for the rights
of truckers. We were getting shafted by
the government, and OOIDA was the
only association fighting back. I wanted to be a part of that.
Since I’ve been a part of it, I’ve learned a lot and realize how
much we have accomplished.
NAME: Gary Green
JOINED OOIDA: 1989
ELECTED TO BOARD: 1992
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I wanted to give something back to
the industry that feeds my family and
put us all through school. The most
important thing was to serve the
best people in the world: the American truck driver.
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NAME: Mark Elrod
JOINED OOIDA: 1988
ELECTED TO BOARD: 1997
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I had been a member for a long time
and had been very active. I was a
union steward at the time, and a
sitting member of the OOIDA Board
encouraged me to run. I realized that I could make a bigger
difference by being part of the OOIDA Board of Directors
too.

NAME: Kenneth Becker
JOINED OOIDA: 1995
ELECTED TO BOARD: 1998
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
After joining OOIDA and seeing the
vision of our great association and
having a deep desire to promote the
help for our members, I sought election
to the board of directors. I am proud to have served the
association and members all these years.
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NAME: Gary Carr
JOINED OOIDA: 1994
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2009
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I saw the impact OOIDA has on the
industry. There are so many things that
need changed that drive drivers up a
wall, and there is no other group that
speaks for the driver. I run my business in a way that, when
I saw an organization run as well and responsibly for the
drivers as OOIDA, I knew I needed to be a part of that.

NAME: Steve Davenport
JOINED OOIDA: 1999
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2011
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I became an OOIDA member close to
2000 when I became an owner-operator
with my authority. Right away I realized
when I called I knew they had my back.
I shared with fellow owner-ops early. When I was offered
a chance to answer the letter for eligibility, the thought of
having the opportunity to give back was foremost. It has
been the best honor in my life. Amazing folks at OOIDA
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protect and defend all drivers every day. Congrats on
45 years of standing for truck drivers one and all.
NAME: Lou Esposito
JOINED OOIDA: 2001
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2011
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I have extensive experience in every
aspect of the trucking business. My
administrative experience includes
union activities, town government, and
other organizations related to transportation. As a driver and
chief executive, I have had to understand trucking at every
level. I believe my breadth of experience in the trucking
industry makes me especially qualified to serve as a board
member of OOIDA.
NAME: Miles Verhoef
JOINED OOIDA: 2000
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2011
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I wanted to be more involved in the fight
for drivers’ rights. OOIDA was the only
organization that was doing just that.
Continued on Page 64
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NAME: Johanne Couture
JOINED OOIDA: 2005
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2013
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I thought I could bring a different
perspective being a Canadian owneroperator running across the border
in a specific niche market as a liquid
chemical tank hauler. Being a woman in this industry is
also something that has given me a different perspective,
especially where the issue of safe truck parking availability
is concerned. I completely believe in OOIDA’s strength in
numbers with drivers and government lobbying efforts in
both Canada and the United States.

NAME: Dick Pingel
JOINED OOIDA: 1990
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2013
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I thought that it was time that I finally got
off the sidelines and did something for
the industry that supported me for so
many years. I thought I could provide a
look from a different direction.
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NAME: Bryan Spoon
JOINED OOIDA: 2004
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2013
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I’d been in this industry in one form
or another since birth. I figured I had
finally gained enough experience and
experiences to be an effective and
educated voice for the people of our industry. I was humbled
with, in reality, what I didn’t know about this industry.
Being a board member has expanded my knowledge and
experiences about our industry a hundredfold, and I learn
new things every day and with every different issue.

NAME: Tilden Curl
JOINED OOIDA: 2001
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2015
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I was becoming proactive in trucking
advocacy. I knew that OOIDA needed
a stronger voice with truckers in the
western states. I soon realized I could be
more effective by adding my voice to the largest voice for
truck drivers.
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Name: Monte Wiederhold
JOINED OOIDA: 1983
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2015
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I wanted to be part of the premier trade
association representing the interests of
small-business truckers. It has been the
opportunity of lifetime and pinnacle of
my career to be part of an organization with the reputation as
strong as OOIDA.

NAME: John Koglman
JOINED OOIDA: 2004
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2015
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
Trucking as an owner-operator has
had many ups and downs through my
career. Nothing was worse for me than
the mid-1970s. I watched OOIDA for
years, and I liked what OOIDA was doing for the owneroperator. When I had the opportunity to “throw my hat in the
ring,” I did. I have been very impressed by the quality of the
leadership and other directors.
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NAME: Hamlin “Trot” Raney
JOINED OOIDA: 2010
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2017
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I joined OOIDA in 2010 and with
OOIDA’s help got my own authority.
I’ve known from the start that OOIDA
is the only organization that fights
for the rights of ALL professional drivers. I was honored
to be nominated to serve on the board. I answered
the call because I wanted to be a part of the team of
drivers who set the course for the organization and
plan the strategy to defend our rights as drivers.
NAME: Dave Jungeblut
JOINED OOIDA: 1990
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2017
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I wanted to support the leadership
and offer a point of view representing
most of the people I know
within the industry and to help
prioritize our objectives with available resources.
Continued on Page 66
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NAME: Doug Smith
JOINED OOIDA: 1999
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2017
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I had been treated unfairly by law
enforcement and I learned how to
hold them accountable for their
actions. Don’t be afraid to ask for
chapter and verse when enforcement tells you what
to do and then Google and read it. I saw the victories
won by OOIDA, and I felt a kindred spirit.
NAME: Chuck Paar
JOINED OOIDA: 1989
ELECTED TO BOARD: 2017
I RAN FOR THE BOARD BECAUSE:
I was born and raised in a trucking
family. I have driven 45 years,
currently as an owner-operator. I
believe that being on the board of
OOIDA is the best way I can be a part of the solution
and not the problem. It gives me an opportunity to give
back to what’s given so much to me.

Can professional truckers
shape their own future?
Through organization,
stability and experience,

it can be done.
Through membership,
statesmanship and leadership,

it will be done.

OOIDA

800-444-5791
ooida.com

WE MAKE ENGINE SWAPS EASY
Why struggle to source assembly parts or fabricate your own, if you
don’t have to? With our plug-and-play bolt-in build packages,
we take the headache out of truck building.

CATERPILLAR

Genuine Caterpillar
factory reman engines
available for 3406E,
C12, C15 single and
twin turbo models.

CUMMINS

DETROIT

KENWORTH
PETERBILT
FREIGHTLINER
WESTERN STAR

Genuine Cummins
Genuine Detroit factory
factory reman engines reman engines available
available for N14, ISX
for Series 60 12.7L
CM570, Signature Series DDEC4 and 14.0L
and CM 870 models.
DDEC4 or DDEC5.

Complete Line of
Assembly Parts Kits

PLUG AND PLAY
BOLT-IN
BUILD PACKAGES
Mention this ad and receive a
5% discount on assembly parts kits!
1084 South 5th St. • Coos Bay, OR 97420
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Call us at 888-564-8890 or 541-267-6990 today
facebook.com/kustomtruck I www.kustomtruck.com
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OOIDA’s Spencer speaks out about
driver retention on Fox Business show
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

For the third time
in recent months,
OOIDA President
Todd Spencer told
the viewers of the
Fox Business show
“Varney & Co.” that
the trucking industry’s
perceived driver shortage is a myth.
During a segment with guest host Charles Payne on July
3, Spencer said the real problem has more to do with the
inability of big fleets to retain drivers.
“We’ve been hearing about a truck driver shortage for
about 30 years now,” Spencer said. “The same people say it
over and over. Of course, what they’re really talking about
is that they’re not able to retain people because pay and
benefits aren’t adequate. They’re plenty adequate to attract
them, but they’re not adequate enough to keep them. So
they continually say it’s a shortage.”
According to a report from the American Trucking
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Associations in June, the driver turnover rate for large
truckload carriers was at 94 percent in the first quarter of
2018. That means most drivers, who receive an average
pay of $42,480 per year and are exempt from overtime pay,
don’t pursue trucking as a long-term career.
Instead of doing more to retain drivers, however, the ATA
is lobbying for the minimum driving age for truck drivers
in interstate commerce to be reduced from 21 to 18.
Spencer said that doing so wouldn’t solve the problem.
“Increasing the supply of people to be drivers will never
address the problem, because the problem is retention,”
he said.
According to figures released by the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration, there are 449,000 new entrylevel CDL holders and 98,000 reinstatements every year.
Previously in May and March, Spencer spoke with Stuart
Varney about the issue. This time, he provided OOIDA’s
view to Payne.
“We appreciate what you are doing, because I haven’t
heard this side of the story,” Payne said. “So stick at it,
because it’s pretty clear you are for the American
truck driver.” LL
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Bryan Martin is the president of 4 State Trucks in Joplin,
Mo. His father, Larry Martin, and great-uncle, D.E. Minton,
founded the business in 1979. (Photo by Nate Kelly)

Gleaming big rig
success story
4 State Trucks evolves
into one of the leaders
in the sales of parts
and accessories
for the heavy-duty
trucking industry.
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By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

B

ryan Martin, the president of 4 State Trucks, oversees
a business that is among the leaders in the sales of
parts and accessories for the heavy-duty trucking
industry. The business has become popular for customizing
trucks, and it was the focus of a hit reality-television show.
Ever-growing, 4 State Trucks employs about 130 workers and
features a 40,000-square-foot distribution center that sends
truck parts and accessories all over the world.
However, 4 State Trucks wasn’t an overnight success. Far
from it.
The nearly four-decade-old story of the Joplin, Mo.-based
business is one of family, hard work, a love for big rigs, and a
commitment to serving truck drivers.
“I think our understanding of and our passion for trucking
is what makes us successful,” Bryan said. “We’re not just
investors. This is who we are and what we’ve always done.”
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

The Martin family has
owned 4 State Trucks for
nearly 40 years. (Courtesy
of 4 State Trucks)

Modest beginnings
In 1979, Bryan’s father, Larry Martin, and great-uncle,
D.E. Minton, went into business together to start an
International Trucks franchise in Joplin. It was dubbed 4
State International Trucks and was on East Seventh Street in
the southwest Missouri town.
The business sold new and used trucks, and it also offered
truck repairs.
But by the early 1980s, a recession had hit and interest
rates on new trucks had soared to 20 percent.
“As you might guess, new trucks weren’t selling at that
time,” Bryan said.
In 1984, the business elected to forfeit its International
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Trucks franchise and change its name to 4 State Trucks.
“We kind of just took down the International sign and kept
doing everything else we were doing,” Bryan said. “They
just gave up the new truck aspect.”
However, it remained a small business. The immense
growth that made 4 State Trucks what it is today would still
take years to achieve.
“From 1986 until 1995, we always hovered somewhere
between eight and 15 employees,” Bryan said. “If you
would have asked me or pretty much anyone if they thought
we’d get up to what we’re doing today, I wouldn’t have
thought it was possible in my wildest dreams. Even 10 years
ago, I would have said that this would never happen.”
Continued on Page 70
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A family thing

From the beginning, business and family have gone
together for the Martins.
In addition to 4 State Trucks, the Martin family also
owned Martin Oil Company from 1966 until 2005.
Between the two businesses, everyone in the family
contributed in one way or another. And both companies
had a connection to the trucking industry.
“My dad, grandpa and uncles were all truck stop
oriented, mechanic oriented, owner-operator oriented or in
the oils and lubricant business,” Bryan said. “There was
always that trucking common denominator. But the entire
family, almost without exception, was involved in the
business. Since I was little, I always knew I wanted to do
something with trucks.”
As a child, Bryan’s first love wasn’t classic cars or
baseball cards. Instead, he developed a passion for big rigs.
“When I was a kid I wasn’t that interested in Trans
Ams or Camaros and stuff like that,” he said. “I always
had my eye on a truck of some sort. When I had a friend

When Bryan Martin was a
kid, he spent much of his
time drawing sketches of his
favorite trucks. His mother,
Linda, kept many of the
drawings all these years.
(Courtesy of Bryan Martin)

or relative who had a
semi, I’d always find an
excuse to go over there
and help him wash it or
change the oil.”
Proof of his love for
trucks can be found in his many
sketches of big rigs from when he was a child, according
to Bryan’s mother, Linda.
“He drew trucks all of the time,” Linda Martin said.
“I still have some of them. It was never cars. It was
always trucks.”
70 LAND LINE
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Not surprisingly, Bryan hung out with Eddie Hartsell, Martin
Oil’s truck driver, often.
“I would ride with him, and he taught me how to back up a
semi,” said Bryan, who has had a commercial driver’s license
since he was 18 years old.
After graduating from diesel school, Bryan joined 4 State
Trucks as a full-time mechanic in 1987.
Larry and Linda’s other sons, Brice and Brent, also have
worked with the business.
Brent worked for the company full time for a couple of
years, but tragedy struck the family when he was killed in a
car wreck in 1993.
“Brent was the type of guy who was liked by everyone,”
Bryan said.
Brice, who now serves as vice president of 4 State Trucks,
worked for Martin Oil Co. until 2005.
“Growing up in the family business, I always wanted to
work with my dad,” Brice said. “I went to college, got my
degrees and then evaluated what I wanted to do. I’ve gotten
the best of both worlds. My family has always been involved
in trucking. It becomes what you know and it’s what you get
real comfortable with.”
Larry Martin passed away in 2005, but Linda said he would
be extremely proud to see what the business has become and
how their sons have turned out.
“Sometimes you think that your kids aren’t listening to you,”
she said. “But you can see so many of the things that their dad
instilled in them. Now, you can see that they were listening.
He would be so proud.”
The family legacy continues to be passed on today. Bryan’s
daughter, Jessica Hurley, and son-in-law, Josh Hurley, both
work at 4 State Trucks.
“This is our family heritage,” Linda said. “And we certainly
have to recognize all of our employees as well. Their hard
work and dedication keeps the customers coming back.”

Game changers

Although successful, 4 State Trucks remained a small business
for its first 15 years of existence. In addition, the business
focused more on repair and service than customization. A
move in 1994 to its existing location on Highway 43 in Joplin
made 4 State Trucks more accessible to truckers and helped
shaped the company’s evolvement into what it is today.
“When we moved here in 1994, we got a prime-time
location,” Bryan said. “It became easy-peasy for trucks to
whip in the store and grab something. When we got here, we
decided to start carrying some bumpers, fenders and a sun
visor or two. Once we started doing that, the customers really
started pushing us toward the accessory side of things rather
than things like brake shoes and clutches. It was ‘order those
seats, get me one of those snazzy steering wheels, and can
you put this on for me?’ The customers wanted the accessories
Continued on Page 72
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The truck that
started it all

While the “Outlaw” wasn’t 4 State Trucks’ first show truck,
it will always hold a special place in Bryan’s heart.
In 2005, he got the idea to build a truck that was light on
flash but boasted an authentic rugged look. It featured little
chrome and a paint job that looked like primer. The Chrome
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Photo courtesy of 4 State Trucks

instead of the boring mechanical parts that aren’t fun to buy.
It’s fun to buy a cool bumper. It’s not fun spending money
on something you have to buy. It’s something you want
versus something you have to have.”
The family business hit yet another gear when 4 State
Trucks printed its first catalog in 1998, introducing the
company to a national audience.
Also in 1998, 4 State Trucks built its first custom truck
and took it to the Great American Trucking Show in Dallas.
“Our first truck was just another truck by today’s
standards,” Bryan said. “We put stainless fenders on it. It
had big 6-inch pipes, a big bumper, and a nice sun visor. All
we really did was paint it, put stainless steel on it and put
some fancy leather seats in it. But back then it was ‘wow.’
Now, it would blend in to any truck stop parking lot. How
things have changed.”
Still, the word quickly spread among owner-operators that
4 State Trucks was the place to make a big rig stand out. By
2003, the Chrome Shop Mafia was introduced as a truckers’
club for customers of 4 State Trucks.
“Owner-operators want their truck to be nice,” Bryan
said. “They want it to represent their image. And, let’s face
it, they want it to be better than their buddy’s truck. If my
buddy has an 18-inch bumper, then I’m going to get 20.”

Shop crew also shot the truck to make it look like a
true “Outlaw.”
“The one that super propelled our reputation in the
custom truck world was 2005 when we built a 379
Peterbilt,” Bryan said. “It had 14 authentic bullet holes
all the way up the right side. We shot them all from a
consistent angle to make it look like a get-away. People
loved that truck. It was uniquely different than anything else
they’d ever seen. It was kind of a backwoods-looking truck.
It really got customers ringing our phone and asking if we
could build a truck for them. It really got people thinking of
us as commercial, for-hire truck customizers.”
4 State Trucks took the Outlaw all over the truck show
circuit in 2005. It was so popular that it drew the attention
of Country Music Television and eventually helped the
Chrome Shop crew land a reality-television series.
The truck was so important that Bryan wishes it was still
in his possession.
“My dad told me that I would regret selling that truck. He
was right. I sold it for $80,000, which I thought was a lot
of money at the time. The same guy still owns it. He filled
in the bullet holes and painted it yellow. It’s just a regular
truck now.”

‘Trick My Truck’

The Chrome Shop
crew was showing
the Outlaw at a
2005 truck show in
Reno, Nev., when
representatives of
CMT approached
Bryan Martin and
Rod Pickett about
creating a show that
featured customized
trucks.
“We kind of
sloughed them off
like, ‘yeah, this is really going to happen,’” Bryan said.
About 48 hours later, the CMT reps were in Joplin to
shoot B-roll. Then four months went by without a word
from CMT.
“Then the phone rang and they said, ‘We want to do this.
Can you put together a crew to film on these days?’ They
shot a pilot episode to take it to focus groups. They said that
Continued on Page 74
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“The concept for ‘Trick My Truck’ was
that the Chrome Shop Mafia would
receive letters and calls from people
informing them about truck drivers
who deserved to have their truck
remodeled. Then they went to work
upgrading and customizing the truck.”
if they liked it, they would do seven more episodes.
Six months went by, and we didn’t hear anything. We
all thought they didn’t like it.”
But CMT eventually called and asked for seven
more episodes of “Trick My Truck.”
The show’s concept was that the Chrome Shop
Mafia would receive letters and calls from people
informing them about truck drivers who deserved to
have their truck remodeled. Then they went to work
upgrading and customizing the truck.
“Trick My Truck” went on to last five seasons on
CMT, running from 2006 until 2009. Martin and the
Chrome Shop team was a part of the show for three
seasons and 41 episodes.
“It was a story people liked,” Bryan said. “It was
some guy who was down on his luck for whatever
reason, and these guys swoop in to help him and he
rides off into the sunset with a new truck.”
The show also put trucking in front of a national
audience again.
“It was great to have a trucking show back in
primetime on Friday nights,” Bryan said. “It was neat
to see men, women, boys and girls gathering to watch
a trucking show again.”
The show made the Chrome Shop team instant stars
(they even walked the red carpet at the 2006 CMT
Music Awards) and helped boost the overall brand of 4
State Trucks, but Bryan said the show gradually drifted
away from heavy-duty trucks and the original theme.
“By season three, we weren’t building cool trucks
anymore,” Bryan said. “We were building weird things
like doggy bath wash stations, snow cone machines in
the sleeper, or a toy train track around the bed of the
sleeper. We decided that if they were going to continue
to go down this silly path with these impractical
themes with no regard for the trucker who still owns
this truck and what he has to deal with when he gets
back on the road, then we would be done.
“I don’t think they thought we’d really quit, but we
did. It was time to get back to work anyways.”
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Milestones

This September, 4 State Trucks will celebrate its 10th
annual Guilty By Association Truck Show. The annual
show began in 2009 with 38 trucks. This year, 600 trucks
are expected to participate.
“Probably our biggest example of our growth is the truck
show,” Bryan said.
Next year, 4 State Trucks will celebrate its 40th
anniversary. It will be a time to reflect on a business that
started selling International trucks and is now one of the
leaders in the sales of parts and accessories.
“I definitely didn’t think it would ever get this big,”
Linda said. “When we sent our first package across the
ocean to Hawaii, I couldn’t believe it. Now, we ship about
everywhere. One of our real good customers is
in Australia.” LL
Editor’s note: Bryan Martin has written Mafia SecretsAdvice from the Boss Man for Land Line since December
2011. It’s a reader favorite and you can check it out on
Page 80 in this issue.
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Truck show will celebrate
45th anniversary of OOIDA

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

T

he Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association has been
fighting for the rights of truck drivers
for 45 years.
OOIDA started in 1973, operating
out of a trailer chained to a light pole
at a truck stop in Grain Valley, Mo.
Now, OOIDA is the largest national
organization of professional truck
drivers in the United States, with
more than 160,000 members. For
four-and-a-half decades, OOIDA has
provided a voice to the men and
women behind the wheel.
There’s no doubt that kind of
success calls for a celebration. That’s
exactly what the Association has
planned.
OOIDA has partnered with 4 State
Trucks to present the 10th annual
Guilty By Association Truck Show on
Sept. 27-29 in Joplin, Mo. It also will
be an opportunity to say thanks to the
many truck drivers who have helped
OOIDA and 4 State Trucks grow.
“With this being our 45th
anniversary at OOIDA, we wanted to
do something special,” OOIDA
Executive Vice President Lewie Pugh
said. “We’ve attended GBATS several
times over the years, and it has been a
great show for truck drivers. Bryan
Martin and 4 State Trucks have
always been great friends to our
members, and we think it will be a
good partnership.
“It will be a great weekend for our
members. We encourage all of our
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members to take part in this fun-filled
time and celebrate our 45th
anniversary.”
Those in attendance will have the
opportunity to talk with members of
OOIDA’s leadership team, as well as
the chance to enjoy all of the truck
show’s scheduled entertainment
and activities.
Some of the featured events include
a professional bull riding competition,
a truck and tractor pull, a motorcycle
stunt rider show, big rig drag races, a
truck convoy that benefits the Special
Olympics of Southwest Missouri, and
a downtown concert featuring
Confederate Railroad.
“With it being our 10th year and
OOIDA’s 45th year, it should be
pretty exciting,” said Martin, who is
the president of 4 State Trucks and the
organizer of GBATS. “It brings more
to the party and more excitement.
We’re looking forward to this
partnership.”

TH

ANNUAL

L.J. Jenkins Bull Riding Tour
The L.J. Jenkins Bull Riding Tour will
help kick off GBATS on Thursday,
Sept. 27.
It is a stand-alone tour that gives
bull riders an opportunity to prepare
for the Professional Bull Riders
circuit.
L.J. Jenkins, for whom the tour is
named, competed with the bull riders
circuit for more than a decade. He
qualified for the PBR World Finals 10
times before retiring in 2015.
The show is scheduled to start at
7:30 p.m. and is open to the public.

Larry H. Martin Memorial
Award presentation
Each year, GBATS presents the Larry
H. Martin Memorial Award to
someone who has promoted trucking
in a positive way and who has lived a
life of family values.
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The award is named after 4 State
Trucks founder Larry Martin, who
died in 2005.
Brice Martin, vice president of 4
State Trucks, said the award is for
people who share similar
characteristics to his dad.
“I’ve never met a man who worked
as hard as my dad, and I’ve met a lot
of men,” Brice said. “I was lucky to
have such a great role model.
“In many ways, it seems like these
kind of men are disappearing. Those
characteristics are rare enough these
days that it’s a good idea to recognize
it when you see it.”
The award is scheduled to be
presented at 6:40 p.m. on Friday,
Sept. 28.

Motorcycle stunt show
United FMX is a faith-based
motocross team that features
“experienced riders and a complete
ramp-to-ramp set up.”
As part of the Evel Knievel-style
stunt show, one of the riders is
expected to attempt a jump over a
tractor-trailer.
The show is scheduled to start at
7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 28.

participants will use CB channel 33 to
communicate during the pull-out and
parking times.
Special Olympics is looking for
volunteers who are willing to let a
Special Olympics athlete ride with
them during the convoy. Learn more
at ChromeShopMafia.com about how
to complete a background check
and participate.

Downtown concert
The feature concert on Saturday will
be headlined by Confederate Railroad,
which was one of the most popular
country bands of the 1990s.
The band released its self-titled
debut album in 1992 and climbed to
No. 7 in the U.S. country charts. The
album included three top 10 singles
with “Queen of Memphis,” “Jesus
and Mama,” and “Trashy Women.”
The second album, “Notorious,”
was released in 1994 and reached No.
6, featuring such singles as “Daddy
Never was the Cadillac Kind,” “Elvis
and Andy,” and “Summer in Dixie.”
Confederate Railroad is scheduled
to take the stage at 8:45 p.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 29.

What you need to know
Big rig convoy
Each year on the Saturday of the
show, the trucks leave the grounds of
4 State Trucks and head for
downtown Joplin.
Last year, about 420 trucks
participated in the truck convoy,
generating about $115,000 for Special
Olympics of Southwest Missouri.
“Truck drivers are big-hearted
people,” Bryan Martin said. “The
convoy is approaching $600,000
raised over the years for Special
Olympics.”
Many members of the Joplin
community cheer on the truckers en
route to downtown.
The cost of participation in the
truck convoy is $100 per truck. The
convoy will be bobtails only, and
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To pre-register for the 10th annual
GBATS, go to ChromeShopMafia.
com and fill out the online form.
Trucks can also be registered at the
show all day on Wednesday, Sept. 26,
and Thursday, Sept. 27. Truck
registration closes at noon on Friday,
Sept. 28. Truckers who want to enter
are encouraged to register before 5
p.m. on Sept. 27.
A full schedule of events can be
found at the Chrome Shop Mafia
website.
For more information about the
show and how to register, go to
ChromeShopMafia.com.
“We tried to put a lot of interaction,
family activities and fun activities
into the show,” Bryan Martin said. LL
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By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

T

ruck platoons are coming, no doubt. You can tell from
all the publicity.
Demonstrations of platooning have grown more
frequent in North America, Europe and Asia since 2013.
The most recent was in Raleigh, N.C., where Volvo Trucks
platooned three VNL tractors pulling double 28-foot trailers.
It seems platoons are a big deal. They’ll save fuel and
enhance safety, all while retaining driving jobs. And they’ll
be everywhere.
Well maybe. Or maybe not.
Land Line corresponded by email with a prominent critic
of platooning as well as perhaps its best-known proponent
for their views. The critic is Dr. Alain Kornhauser, professor
of operations research and financial engineering at Princeton
University. Platooning was defended by Steve Boyd,
co-founder and vice president of Mountain View, Calif.based Peloton Technologies, which develops and promotes
platooning technology.
Platooning, according to the FMCSA, is a “coordinated
operation of two or more trucks via cooperative adaptive
cruise control.” Trucks in the same lane on open highway
are linked wirelessly so that adaptive cruise control in the
lead truck controls adaptive cruise in the following trucks
as well. When the lead driver speeds or slows, so do the
following trucks. If the lead driver slams on the brakes,
the following trucks do likewise. This is all without driver
input. The driver’s job is essentially to steer.
Platooning allows trucks to follow each other closely
so aerodynamics will save fuel, up to 10 percent for the
following trucks. A lead truck will save less, but if all units
are from the same fleet, which seems likely, that won’t
matter very much because of the total fuel savings.
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Additionally, advocates claim
platooning will promote safety and
result in fewer crashes. Besides
Peloton, big players like Daimler
Trucks, Paccar, Volvo, Navistar, and
Tesla are investing serious resources in
the technology.
Despite his long involvement in
transportation technology, or maybe because of it, Professor
Kornhauser is not keen on truck platooning.
In the 1970s, Kornhauser was involved in the creation
of Conrail, the government-backed entity that kept freight
flowing as America’s private railroads were collapsing. In
1979 he founded ALK Technologies, which created mileage
software as well as North America’s first commercial,
truck-specific, turn-by-turn navigation. Beyond teaching
transportation at Princeton for decades, he mentored the
school’s engineering team in the DARPA Urban Challenge,
a contest to see which college team could develop an actual
self-driving vehicle from available materials. DARPA
stands for Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, an
arm of the U.S. government.
“It’s certainly not near the top of my list of good and
valuable things to do for trucking,” he wrote of platooning,
adding that platooning might not be on that list at all.
Public acceptance is one problem, he noted. Other drivers
will feel frozen out, intimidated by the platoons even if the
systems technically allow them to break in between trucks.
Kornhauser would rather platoons not be tested on public
highways given the chance of crashes that could turn public
opinion against other kinds of autonomous vehicle testing.
“If the test is successful, you get tiny benefits,” he said.
“If anything goes south, you’ve done real harm.”
Even if successful, Kornhauser explained, platooning will
only serve a very small market.
“There are an insufficient number of truck miles traveled
where two trucks from the same company are nearby on the
same road headed in the same direction at the same time,”
Kornhauser said. “In places where that exists, companies
run doubles, and there are very few doubles in the grand
scheme of things.”
Continued on Page 93
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A platooning
controversy

Opponents and
proponents have a
lot to say about the
emerging technology.
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PlatooningÕs big payoff
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

Peloton has an obvious stake in the success of platooning.
It’s really all they do. So what about the OEMs and other big
players? Why are they so interested?
It isn’t about a 10 percent fuel savings, even if that could
be guaranteed, which it cannot. And it isn’t about safety,
though virtually all advocates say safety is platooning’s
No. 1 benefit.
At Volvo’s recent platooning demonstration, in fact, two
speakers went out of their way, breaking into sentencesin-progress, to stress their primary interest in platooning
was safety, safety, safety. One was Keith Brandis, vice
president for product planning at Volvo Trucks North
America, Greensboro, N.C. The other was John Smith, CEO
and president of FedEx Freight Corp., Memphis, Tenn. The
deliberate emphasis was striking.
But ask what makes platooning safer, and you get an
answer that doesn’t make much sense or simply rolls over
the question with safety talk. That talk is about adaptive
cruise control, automated braking, disc brakes and other
things that are required for platooning but benefit safety all
on their own, platooning not required.
What about platooning itself? Well, they say, the benefit
comes from the instantaneous braking of front and following
trucks. The idea, I guess, is that, whatever else is going on,
they won’t crash into each other.
But that’s like saying adding a trailer to a tractor enhances
safety because when the brakes are applied in the tractor,
they’re simultaneously applied in the trailer. Uh, I don’t
think so.
So what’s the real reason? In two words: autonomous
trucks.
These same big players are putting even more resources
into making trucks, which drive themselves, and the very
first widespread use of autonomous trucks will be in
highway line haul. Those first driverless truck runs won’t be
solo. They will be in platoons.
Just the first truck will have a driver, which addresses a
couple of challenges. One is getting those autonomous
trucks on and off the highway as well as in and out of
service hubs. The other is initial public concern over
autonomous trucks in general. They won’t be out on the
highways all alone. There will be a reassuring human driver
up front to keep an eye on things.
So why the great fog of safety talk?
It’s to ease public concern on one hand and more
specifically to prevent anxiety among drivers.
That could not have been more clear than in the speech
of FedEx Freight’s CEO Smith at Volvo’s demonstration of
platooning doubles – configurations the LTL giant uses all
the time. Smith and the others are not being untruthful about
their concern for safety. But the safety they’re concerned
with may be less about benefits to the public or their drivers
Continued on Page 93
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Generations deep
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Classic colors, classic stripes. Indeed, a touch of class.

Two of the three generations of the Donnie Emmons and Sons Trucking out of Chesterfield, Ill.

exterior, and it’s both retro-classy and
very tastefully done.
Be sure to check out the details of
the exterior as well with all of the
stainless including the bumper and
stainless panels from 4 State Trucks,
6-inch Lincoln Chrome stacks with
long drop elbows, flex air suspension,
rear fenders and T bar from Bad Ass
Customs and new 15-inch stainless
steel air cleaners too.
Black and white “button-tuck” offers a retro flair.
Pushing this 315-inch-wheelbase
working show truck down the road is
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018
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Most of us know that once trucking is in
your blood it never leaves. This definitely
holds true for Don Emmons of Donnie
Emmons and Sons Trucking out of
Chesterfield, Ill.
Don is the second generation in his
family to be involved in the trucking
industry with the third generation of his
three sons not far behind. For some, a
restoration project doesn’t take long, but
for others, like Don, it takes some time. It
is doing it little by little, and one detail at
a time, to give the truck a unique look
along with big-time owner satisfaction
upon the completed project. At that point,
it is exactly the way you want it.
Don’s father drove trucks all of his life
until he retired, and since he was old
enough to ride along Don knew he would
be behind the wheel of a truck one day.
After high school, he enlisted in the
Army, and when his time was up in 1990
he started doing what he always knew
he’d be doing – driving trucks. However,
still being in the Army Reserves, just six
months out of active duty, he received a
Western Union letter and was shipped
overseas to Operation Desert Storm. But
after that tour, he was driving again and
has never looked back since.
It didn’t take many years before Don
found the truck he wanted, a 1999
Peterbilt 379. Don purchased this used
truck in 2001 with only 115,000 miles on
it. So began the process of making this
truck what you see today. In 2014, the
truck went to Quality Truck Sales in
Springfield, Mo., to have it repainted
from the original black and red to the
black and white you see in the photos. In
March 2017, the truck went to White
Trash Customs for a complete custom
interior. Y’all need to take a look at the
interior, because it is colored to match the

The back view is as striking as the front view. Very nicely done.

a 500 horsepower Detroit, backed by
3:55 rears and a 10-speed Eaton Fuller
transmission. You’ll find this truck, as
well as their other three trucks, pulling
a refrigerated trailer of meat out of
West Texas. Don is the only one that
drives this truck other than a few runs
taken now and then by his father. With
their operation staying very busy, Don
finds himself split between being
behind a desk and behind a wheel.
The brains behind the Emmons and
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Sons operation is Don’s wife, Jody,
who makes sure everything is organized
and running smoothly.
So, what about that third generation?
Don and Jody’s three sons not only
possess the inherited work ethic but
they are just as truck crazy as Don,
with each of them having a restoration
project underway. The oldest, Brandon,
is 23 years old and coming upon
completion of his 1972 Peterbilt 352
cabover. Next in line is 19-year-old

Nate with his 1980 Freightliner FLC,
followed by 16-year-old Tyler with
his 1994 Kenworth Aerodyne cabover.
Be on the lookout for this beauty of
a truck throughout the Midwest. She
was seen recently attending the 2018
American Truck Historical Society
truck show in Lexington, Ky., and
you may just see her at the 2018
Guilty by Association Truck Show on
Sept. 27-29 in Joplin, Mo. Definitely
full of Peterbilt class, this truck is one
to turn heads and get several thumbs
up during any given day. LL

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin
and his family own and
operate 4 State Trucks
in Joplin, Mo. They
have been entrenched
in trucking for three
generations and have
but one focus: To serve
America’s truckers and assist in keeping
them “looking good and rolling proud” as
they travel the highways.
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The basics of fuel economy
Lowering your fuel consumption doesn’t begin
and end with spec’ing a truck for fuel economy.
It’s an ongoing battle, and there is plenty you
can do to spend less on fuel.
By Land Line staff

L

owering your cost of operations is
always a good thing. Perhaps the
single most simple way to do that is
by reducing your fuel consumption.
Sure, fuel isn’t topping $5 a gallon,
but unless you’re in the habit of
handing out money there’s no sense in
wasting fuel.
There are several ways you can
make sure you’re getting the most out
of every drop of fuel you put in
the tank.

technology improves. These
technologies save wear and tear on
the truck that makes the money. They
keep law enforcement off your back.
Most importantly, they give you a safe
and comfortable means for staying
cool when temperatures skyrocket and
staying warm in the bitter cold.
In the end, idling kills mileage. It
also shortens maintenance intervals
and engine life. As a trucker, you
know that burning fuel going nowhere
drops a 6.5-mpg truck to under 5.9.

Aerodynamics
Hitting the sweet spot

Idle reduction
It may seem like a no-brainer, but
turning off the truck and limiting idle
time heads the list, because the
payback is comparatively large. The
commonsense reasons for finding
idling alternatives will never change.
There is quite a bit of technology to
help you reduce idling while staying
comfortable, ranging from wiring
your cab for shore power to installing
a fully optioned auxiliary power unit.
Solar is coming on strong, with both
cost and weight dropping as
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is in situations that can be anticipated
– approaching exit ramps, stop signs
and traffic lights. Whenever possible,
try to time traffic lights so you can
travel at a steady speed. There’s a big
mpg difference between a steady
20 mph and accelerating to 30,
braking to 10, and accelerating again.
There are aftermarket driver
coaching programs that can help you
shift at the appropriate times and help
you hit your target mpgs.

Driving for fuel economy is also high
up on the list you have complete
control over.
Perhaps one of the best ways to save
fuel is to try a trick that many drivers
use: Drive as if there were a raw egg
between your foot and the pedal.
Accelerate and brake gently and then
drive at the lowest possible rpm in
each gear.
Obviously, if you must speed or
make a hard stop in an emergency, do
what is necessary. But the vast
majority of accelerating and braking

The idea of aerodynamics doesn’t
stop with buying your truck and
trailer. Or, if you’re in an older truck
that is less aerodynamic, that doesn’t
mean you are out of luck.
Frontal area is normally a constant,
but it can be affected by the setup of
the trucks. You see trucks stretched
out, with the fifth wheel as far back as
it can go and a huge gap between
tractor and trailer. When diesel was
25 cents per gallon and tractors had
stiff springs, that would get you a
smoother ride. Today, it gets you
Continued on Page 84
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another 80 square feet of frontal area as air fills in
behind the cab and has to be displaced a second time.
Keep the cab and trailer less than 36 inches apart
and air will flow from tractor to trailer. You’ll save
fuel. Together, a closely situated tractor and trailer
assist each other like NASCAR racers drafting. They
can work together to reduce drag and improve
fuel economy.

Obviously, if you speed or make a
hard stop in an emergency, do what
is necessary. But the vast majority of
accelerating and braking is in situations
that can be anticipated.
Try to match tractor height to load height. High-rise
sleepers or those with high air deflectors are great
when pulling full-height vans and reefers but lousy
with tankers and platform loads. Mid-rise sleepers
reduce frontal area.
Aftermarket air flow-smoothing devices, such as
gap fairings, belly fairings, side skirts and tail fairings
help manage airflow and improve mpg. Results will
vary somewhat with various tractor-trailer
configurations, but there will be savings.

Tires
Tire selection makes a major contribution to fuel
economy. Variations in tread design, depth and width,
and in rubber compound and casing structures all
affect rolling resistance, which is another term for
energy absorption.
Other considerations – traction, off-road operations,
terrain and so forth – may require less fuel-efficient
tires, but for on-highway operations, ask your
supplier for the most fuel-efficient available.
Once again, your ability to save money on fuel
doesn’t stop with the purchase of fuel efficient tires.
Keep tires inflated to design pressure, not the
maximum on the tire. Air is a structural part of any
tire. Too little, and the tire will flex and heat up from
internal friction. Heat is wasted energy released to
the air.
Automatic tire inflation systems keep trailer tires
properly inflated at all times. Their usual payback has
proven to be less than two years, not even counting
improved fuel mileage.
Check tires regularly. Caught early, uneven wear
can be corrected. Misaligned tires not only wear out
prematurely, they absorb energy when scrubbed
across pavement. LL
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.
Introducing a program from OOIDA to assist members to stay
in compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.

With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and
easily establish compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA COMPLIANCE
CONNECTION offers a user friendly system with 24/7 access to your files.
DRIVER FILES:
✓ Review of all forms to ensure they are filled out completely and correctly
✓ Tracks expiration dates such as medical certificates, MVR’s,
CDL’s and will send alert notice before the document expires
EQUIPMENT FILES:
✓ Schedule and track all maintenance
✓ Houses annual inspections, roadside inspections, and DVIR’s
OTHER FILES:
✓ Keeps files and documents organized for user to easily put together records
for New Entrant Safety Audit
✓ Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs, and other resources in an
easy-to- access location
✓ Drug and Alcohol testing information can be stored in the system
Information can be sent confidentially and selectively to an authorized investigator.

Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of compliance recordkeeping and maintenance. Call OOIDA’s Compliance Connection
to find out more.

800-444-5791
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Volvo gears up for 2019 sales
of electric commercial trucks in Europe

By Chuck Robinson, staff editor

GOTHENBURG, Sweden – Volvo Trucks is bringing two
fully electric commercial vehicles to European markets in
2019, and dealers and media got a chance to see them and
get behind the wheel of one of them June 20.
The Volvo FL Electric is designed for urban distribution
and refuse operations. Two 16-ton cabover FL trucks were
available for media test drives, one with a delivery truck
body and the other with refuse collecting equipment.

Hard charging
toward electrification
Volvo Trucks is not the only company planning to make a
name for itself in electric truck production.
Daimler Trucks North America in early June announced its
new Freightliner eCascadia and eM2 test electric vehicles.
Production is to start in 2021.
Tesla Inc. unveiled its electric Semi last year and
announced plans to begin production in 2019.
Nikola Motor Co. in December 2016 unveiled the Nikola
One, a hydrogen fuel cell electric freight truck with a
range up to 1,200 miles. The company expected to begin
delivering trucks in 2020.
Navistar International Corp. and Volkswagen AG’s
Truck and Bus division announced in March 2017 plans
to introduce an electric medium-duty truck in the North
American market by late 2019.
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Customers have been lined up for
these first two trucks. Both are based
in Gothenburg. Refuse collection and
recycling company Renova will take
delivery of the refuse hauling truck,
and the delivery truck is going to
transportation company TGM, which
hauls for DB Schenker, a division of
the German rail operator Deutsche
Bahn AG that focuses on logistics.
Volvo also has begun production
of the FE Electric for 2019 sales in
Europe. It is a heavier truck designed
for city distribution and refuse transport operations.
Germany’s second largest city, Hamburg, plans to start
using the FE Electric refuse truck next year.
Volvo Trucks is initially focusing its electric commercial
vehicle development on local delivery and shorter
distance applications. In those cases, no public charging
infrastructure is needed because the trucks can return to a
central terminal to recharge.
Volvo Trucks has drawn on expertise of another division
of Volvo Group, sister company Volvo Buses. The
company reports Volvo Buses has sold more than 4,000
electric buses since 2010. Most of the buses are hybrid
electric vehicles, but some are fully electric.
For now, Volvo’s focus is on Europe. There are many
hurdles to clear before bringing their electric commercial
vehicles to North America, although there seem to be
opportunities on the West Coast, said Magnus Koeck,
Volvo Trucks North America vice president of marketing
and brand management.
Volvo does not think electric commercial vehicles
are a passing fancy. Eventually, they will replace diesel
vehicles, Koeck said.
However, in the case of long-haul trucking, it is a matter
of quite a bit of time because of the weight of the batteries
needed, the distances to be traveled and lack of charging
infrastructure.
“For long-haul, for sure, it is going to take a long time,”
Koeck said.
Volvo Car Group last year announced starting in 2019
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A fully charged Volvo FL Electric can
go up to 124 miles. As driven, the truck
has three lithium-ion batteries. The truck
could be equipped with up to six.

Volvo’s FL Electric is powered by an electric motor producing
up to 185 kW of maximum power (about 250 hp) and a twospeed transmission.

that it would no longer introduce passenger vehicles
without an electric motor. It would, however, continue to
make existing models that do not have electric engines.
The smaller FL Electric has a single electric motor
with 185 kW maximum power, producing about 250 hp.
It has continuous power of 130 kW (174 hp). It has a
range up to 124 miles. Range is variable depending on
battery configuration.
The heavier-duty FE has two motors producing
a maximum 370 kW of power, or just over 500 hp.
Continuous power is rated at 260 kW (349 hp). With six
batteries, it has a range up to 186 miles.
The trucks can be equipped with up to six lithium-ion
batteries. Each battery weighs 1,146 pounds. That cuts
into the vehicle’s payload. Because of the weight, it is
important to gauge need and use only what is needed.
If a company relies on 10-hour overnight DC charging,
very little in the way of charging equipment is needed. If
a company has a shop with a welder, it already has pretty
much what it needs.
Fast AC charging, to help extend a work day, takes
more equipment.
In talking points, Volvo emphasized how quiet, lowemission electric commercial vehicles are increasingly
important as society becomes more urbanized.
The quiet vehicles make night deliveries more feasible
because they would not upset the sleeping public. That
could relieve traffic congestion during the day. Quieter
commercial vehicles also would have less effect on
property values on delivery routes.
Overall, the cost of operating electric vehicles is lower
than diesel vehicles, said Tobias Bergman, Volvo’s
product manager for alternative drivelines. While initial
costs of producing electric vehicles are higher, operating
costs for diesel are much higher. LL
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12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499

GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, Next to Pilot Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
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Pumped up
performance
Comfort and high-tech
pair up in the latest
advancements from
Peterbilt.
By Suzanne Stempinski
contributing field editor

ot on the heels of a record-setting
2017, Peterbilt Motor Truck
Co. is poised to repeat with another
innovative leap into the future.
Peterbilt’s SuperTruck I is showcased at the Paccar Innovation Center in Sunnyvale, Calif.
The new Paccar Innovation Center
(Photo by Suzanne Stempinski)
in Sunnyvale, Calif., is in the heart of
Silicon Valley, home to some of the
happens. Right now, they’re working on an app called
most exciting tech advances on the planet. This facility,
Augmented Virtual Reality Technician or Peterbilt’s AR
which opened in the summer of 2017, focuses on areas
Tech. It works on a tablet or smartphone. It is specific
of rapidly changing technologies, including advanced
to the serial number for any given Paccar truck. As you
driver assistance systems, artificial intelligence, vehicle
walk around the vehicle, it gives you a view of the entire
connectivity and augmented reality. It has space for
wiring harness and parts, complete with connectors.
Imagine the time it could save a mechanic. No more
opening the entire dash to find one right wire. It’s all
As you walk around the vehicle,
there. What if you make a repair? Want to find the wires
Peterbilt’s AR Tech gives you a view
in your driver’s door? Hold up your tablet and see them
come to life. Imagine if you could add a note to the file
of the entire wiring harness and parts,
that stays with the truck. Training for mechanics could
complete with connectors.
be more visual and hands-on. That’s just one of the
projects underway at the Innovation Center.
50 employees, a five-bay truck lab, collaborative areas
Remember when your owner’s manual was the size
and a presentation hall where you can get your hands on
of a Sears catalog (another dinosaur)? Then it got put
the latest Paccar experience.
onto a CD and still needed to be loaded into a computer.
This is where the Peterbilt engineers work on the
How about if the whole thing was on an app? The
Department of Energy’s SuperTruck program. When
possibilities are big.
the program launched in 2009, the goal was to develop
The recently launched UltraLoft sleeper for the
Class 8 tractor-trailers with 50 percent greater fuel
Peterbilt 579 went into production July 2 in a new
efficiency. Peterbilt’s SuperTruck I is on display at the
robotic build cell with more than 2,500 already ordered
Innovation Center. The program is now in its second
in 2018. It has been a big hit, not only with drivers
phase aiming for a 100 percent greater fuel efficiency
because of its spacious size and smart amenities. It also
this go-round.
has reinvigorated business with fleets looking to provide
This is where the transformational technology
key driver comforts along with purposeful innovation.

H
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David Freymiller drives the first production Model 579 UltraLoft off the
assembly line. (Photo courtesy of Peterbilt)

Safety and convenience are top of mind when
relaxing in the new sleeper. The panic button activates
the horn and lights – designed to scare off an intruder
and make sure everyone within view or earshot is
alerted. The pass-through passenger seat makes it easy
to load your bags, groceries. And it has a designed-tofit porta potty.
I had the opportunity to get behind the wheel of
the new all-electric Peterbilt 579 day cab tractor. It’s
part of a collaborative effort with Transpower, the
California Air Resources Board and the Port of Long
Beach. It produces up to 490 horsepower, has up to a
200-mile range, recharges in around four hours and has
a battery storage capacity of 350-440 kilowatt-hours.
It has a centrally mounted motor, under the hood
in the usual place. The batteries are stored in a series
of boxes that nest inside the frame. There are eight
44-kWh battery packs on the vehicle. Each pack
weights about 800 pounds. The power train includes
the Eaton 10-speed AutoShift transmission. It works
best in local stop-and-go traffic because braking helps
the batteries regenerate.
It makes no noise. I buckled up, adjusted the seat and
prepared to roll out. It ran smoothly and seamlessly.
With the AutoShift and the electric engine, it was an
opportunity to enjoy the quiet. Driving it all day would
not be a hardship – especially if it was plugged in to
recharge during a break.
That’s the tip of the iceberg. Stay tuned for more
news from Peterbilt. LL
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Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

513-476-7032
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Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Weighing the options on buying new or used

Q.

I’ve been trucking as a company driver for
more than 30 years except for when my Air
Force Reserves unit was called up for Operation Iraqi
Freedom. I finally have enough saved to afford my
own truck. I haven’t decided on the make yet, but no
matter what it will be I have three questions for you.
Should I buy new or used? Should I get a manual
transmission or an automatic? If I decide to do my
own work on the truck, what maintenance skills do I
have to learn, and how do you recommend I
learn them?

A

First of all, thank you for your service. Our
nation’s strength lies in its citizen soldiers, or in
your case, airmen.
Your first question is difficult to answer. It depends
on a lot of things. After driving for others for
30-plus years, you evidently know the business, but
maintenance, as your third question indicates, has been
done by others.

After 30 years of driving, I’m
sure you’re an accomplished
gear jammer, but there are other
factors to consider in your choice.
Maintaining any truck is critical for profitability. The
older and more used truck, or any piece of machinery,
requires more maintenance. Some things, like changing
oil or chasing corrosion, are functions of time or
distance. Others, like replacing or cleaning exhaust
after-treatment components, are matters of engine
hours, including idling. If you can find a used truck
that has recently had the costly items done, the diesel
particulate filter, brakes or tires, so much the better.
If you decide to buy used, look beyond the year of
manufacture to negotiate price and look down the road
to what your predictable expenses will be.
Many like to buy new instead of inheriting others’
problems. They get a full manufacturer’s warranty and
the full life of the truck. Also, new trucks are easier
to get financed, and financing may be over a longer
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period. That could reduce payments. Others like buying
used, figuring that payments will be lower and all
warranty work and initial defects will have been fixed,
meaning less unpredictable downtime.
Next, you asked about manual vs. automated
transmissions. After 30 years of driving, I’m sure
you’re an accomplished gear jammer, but there are
other factors to consider in your choice. An automated
gearbox will make your new truck more expensive
initially. If you buy new, can you handle the addition
to payments?
About a decade ago, automated gearboxes accounted
for less than 25 percent of new truck sales. And while
they cost more, they detracted from trucks’ resale
value. Today, automated boxes make up 70 percent to
more than 80 percent of new heavy-duty sales and add
to resale value. They yield greater fuel economy that
more than pays the premium over a few years. They cut
maintenance costs, prolonging clutch and transmission
life. And they are safer, since a driver doesn’t have to
split his attention between traffic and shifting gears.
There’s another benefit for those of us who have
been driving a while: less fatigue. It’s nice to complete
a shift (pardon the pun) without the right shoulder or
left leg aching. Evidently, an increasing number think
they’re a good investment.
Your third question depends on how much
mechanical skill you already have and how deeply you
want to get involved. I know owner-operators who
change oil and filters, recharge their air conditioners
and replace lights. That’s the extent of maintenance
they perform. Some have a special truck garage
complete with a grease pit, a lathe for turning brake
drums and a set of gauge blocks and dial indicators
for work on hubs and bearings. For your first truck, I
would not recommend working on tires, alignment or
any task requiring capital equipment.
There are many other things you can do. I
recommend you master using a multimeter. An
increasing number of devices on newer trucks are
electric or electronically controlled. This ranges
from basic electrics like lighting, batteries and starter
systems to computer-controlled engines, transmissions
and even HVAC systems. While you probably shouldn’t
try to work on your truck’s computers, you can
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diagnose signals from sensors to those black boxes and
on to actuators. Invest in two good quality multimeters,
a direct connecting one and a clamp-on.
Video training is available online from the major
multimeter makers. More advanced application training
is at Purkeys.net.
The company was founded in 1990 by Bruce Purkey
as Purkey’s Fleet Electric. Bruce is a Technology
and Maintenance Council Silver Spark Plug awardee
(top honor) who is the council’s go-to guy for truck
electrical matters. He is responsible for many of their
recommended practices.
Besides electrics and electronics, working on trucks
requires mechanical skills, especially when applying
proper torque to any job. Whenever a shop manual
specifies a particular fastener and the torque to be
applied, pay strict attention and follow instructions
precisely. The days of “it seems tight, but let’s tighten it
a bit more just to be sure” are long gone. Torque values
are there for a reason. Invest in a range of good quality
torque wrenches and maintain them like the precision
tools they are. And, when a manual says to re-torque
after so many hundreds or thousands of miles, do it
with a hand torque wrench, not a power tool.
For specialized instruction, two of the more popular
manuals are the Motor Heavy Truck Repair Manual
in two volumes and the software system Mitchell 1
Truck Edition: A Shop Management Tool for Classes
4 to 8. My personal preference, because I was
involved in writing many of them, is the Technology
and Maintenance Council’s Recommended Practices
Manual available with an owner-operator membership
to TMC. LL

do yoU hAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTIoN?

PRESSURE GAUGES

Load Weight Lbs
Load Weight Kg
Load Pressure 0-100 psi
Load Pressure 0-150 psi
Dual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-100 psi
Dual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-150 psi
Oil Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Air Pressure 0-100psi
Air Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Fuel Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Dual Reservoir Pressure Pri / Sec
Applied Brake Pressure 0-100 psi
Dual Applied Brake Pressure Front/Rear
Turbo Boost 0-100 psi

TEMPERATURE GAUGES

Outside Air Temp C/F -99 to 180f (-72 to 82c)
Dual DIsplay Outside / Inside
Inside Temp
Heater / AC Vent Temp
Dual Display Heater/AC Vent Temp/Outside Air Temp
Pyrometer: 3 Sizes, 2 1/16”, 3”, 3 1/8”
Fuel Temp • Oil Temp • Trans Temp • Water Temp
Axle Temp Front Drive or Rear Drive
Dual Display Axle Temp Front / Rear

MISC. GAUGES

NEW

GAUGES
LISTED IN

YELLOW

Voltometer
Amp Meter 120 Amp
Clock 12/24 Hr
Hour Meter Dual Display
Air Filter Monitor “H2O
Fuel Filter Restriction “hg
Fuel Level 0-100%
Speedometer 3 1/8” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer 3 1/8”
Speedometer KW 5” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer KW 5”

• The bright LED displays automatically adjusts to your cab’s
ambient light for easy viewing - day or night.
• Small gauges ﬁt a standard 2-1/16” dia. hole.
Larger tach and speedo ﬁt standard 3-1/8” dia. hole.
• Your choice of chrome or black bezels.
• Includes high accuracy sensors with easy plug in cable assembly.
* Lifetime warranty excludes sensor cable and abuse
• Established 1985

Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

To trial or not to trial
Is it best to take a traffic ticket case
to trial, or should you just pay the
ticket? The “trial or no-trial” issue
is one of our most commonly asked
questions, and you’ll find one of
our most common answers to this
question listed below. We hope you
can use this information to your
benefit or pass it on to a friend
in need.

While you are entitled
to have a trial, it may
not always be the
best choice.

Q.

The highway patrol stopped
me in Georgia and told me
I was driving 75 mph in a 60 mph
zone. I told the officer that there
was no way I was driving 75 mph
because my truck is governed with
a top speed of 70 mph. The officer
said he didn’t care, but he did write
a reduced speed (70 mph in a 60
mph zone) on my ticket. Still, I
wasn’t speeding at all, and I don’t
want this ticket to go on my driving
record. Can I hire an attorney to go
to trial for me and fight this ticket?

A

Yes, you can hire an attorney
to help you with a trial, but if
the case actually goes to trial you’ll
usually have to come to court on
your trial date for the best result.
However, you may not need an actual
trial at all, because an attorney may
be able to have your ticket dismissed
or amended to a violation that won’t
harm your driving record and keep
you from having to appear in court.
So, in this case, as well as most
traffic ticket cases, you have two
options. First, simply pay the ticket
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and plead guilty or no contest to
the violation. The second option is
to plead not guilty and have your
case set for a trial. If you hire an
attorney, the attorney will enter
your plea and usually set the matter
for a pretrial conference to try to
resolve the matter without a trial. If
the prosecutor or judge refuses to
dismiss or amend your ticket, or you
don’t like the pretrial plea offer, your
attorney can set your case for trial
and then contact you to verify if you
even want a trial and whether you’ll
need to appear in court.
So let’s say that you decide you
want your day in court and have the
case set for a trial. In this example,
the citing officer originally accused
you of speeding 75 in a 60 mph
zone but reduced the speed in the
field to 70 mph in a 60 mph zone.
Sometimes when a prosecutor sees
your “reduced-in-the-field” ticket
that you’ve now set for trial, he
or she may actually reinstate the
original charge the officer didn’t
cite you for. This is the gamble you
take by going to trial in these types
of cases. In this example, you’d
have to consider the possibility of
the prosecutor amending the charge
to the original speed the officer
alleged you were doing (75 in a 60
mph zone), which is also a “serious”
violation, according to the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations.

Q.

So, I’ve decided to take my
case to trial and don’t really
care if the prosecutor changes the
charge to the original alleged speed.
I haven’t had any tickets in the last
five years, so my driver’s license
won’t be suspended or disqualified
even if I am convicted of a “serious”
charge. What do you think?

A

We think it is great that
you’ve got a clean driving
record, and while you are entitled to
have a trial, it may not always be the
best choice. For example, the state
must prove that you in fact exceeded
the posted speed limit. You can
introduce evidence that your truck is
governed at a lower speed, but the
common mistake is to admit that you
were exceeding the posted limit at
all, which gives a judge all the
information he or she needs to
convict you of speeding.
We’ve also seen some real
problems when a commercial driver
is convicted of even one FMCSR
violation within a three-year period
and many commercial drivers
face termination of their lease,
employment or even denied liability
coverage. Before you make a final
decision, at the very least, try to find
out from your current employer,
lessor or liability carrier whether
it would matter to them if you’re
convicted of the particular violation
you are charged with. You may
be surprised with the answer
you receive. LL

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call 405242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or email
RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for specific
advice on your situation.
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A platooning controversy
From Page 78

For now, Kornhauser’s small market could be major
LTL fleets with a sufficient number of trucks in linehaul
operations to actually create platoons.
Peloton’s Steve Boyd takes exception to Kornhauser’s
view.
Peloton was founded in California’s fabled Silicon Valley
in 2011 and has been leading the platooning charge ever
since. Along with creating and honing platooning software
and systems, they have been calling on state and national
officials to urge changes in law and regulation to make
platooning possible.
“We strongly disagree with Dr. Kornhauser’s premise that
platooning will provide only limited benefit to the trucking
industry,” Boyd said in his email response.
Boyd listed a number of companies, North American and
European, investing in platooning – including those
noted above.
“In the business world, it is clear that large fleets, OEMs,
and suppliers envision a real benefit to truck platooning,”
he wrote. “We also disagree strongly with Dr. Kornhauser’s
off-the-cuff notion that platooning offers small benefits
coupled with high risks.”
Boyd went on to describe in detail the considerable
lengths to which Peloton goes to guarantee safety and the
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reliability of the technology.
“Assessment of safety for any advanced vehicle
system requires deep knowledge of the system design,
implementation process, and deployment strategy. Broad
statements about ‘risk’ without this knowledge are of
questionable value,” Boyd wrote.
He seemed to be saying “if you knew what I know, you
wouldn’t say stuff like that.”
Will we see real-world platooning in North America soon?
Peloton promises a two-truck platooning system in
commercial operation by the end of this year.
But then, according to trade media, Peloton has made
similar statements – though without reference to commercial
operation – since 2015. LL

PlatooningÕs big payoff
From Page 79

and more about the safety of the platooning technology
and its future on the interstates.
In that Volvo demonstration, we watched six trailers glide
by with three drivers. With autonomous trucks in the mix, it
could have been six trailers and one driver.
In platooning, as in autonomous truck development,
the big payoff will be in removing drivers. What all those
developers seem to understand is that the process must be
slow, careful and very, very safe. LL
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TAXTIPS

Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Planning for possible illness or disability

Q

I’m in my 50s, and I’m very
concerned that some
sickness will happen to me in the
next 10, 20, 30 years where I must
stay home and cannot function
normally. I am fearful I won’t have
enough money to pay a caregiver
and that I will be placed in some
care facility for the poor. How can I
protect myself?

A

In order to protect yourself and
your family, you should
consider purchasing a long-term care
insurance policy.
AARP estimates that 60 percent
of those age 65 or older require
some type of long-term care during
their lives. Long-term care needs
caused from an accident-related
injury or chronic illness can be
financially devastating. Long-term
care insurance can help you protect
against that.
The younger and healthier you
are when you apply for long-term
care insurance, the more affordable
premiums.
If you have family history of
illnesses that typically require
long-term care but that are not
covered by traditional medical
insurance policies, you may want to
consult with an elder-law attorney
knowledgeable about long-term care.
Check the website for the National
Academy of Elder Law Attorneys at
NAELA.org.
You also need to consider if you’re
going to get care from the person you
live with or other family members.
Long-term care insurance
premiums are deductible within
certain limits.

Q

I have my own trucking
company. I’m healthy, but
what if I get sick for an extended
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period of time or have an accident
where I’m out of work for six
months? I won’t be able to support
my family. What happens to
my business?

A

You should consider obtaining
disability insurance. It’s
important because if you are unable
to work for an extended period due
to sickness or accident, disability
insurance can provide an income
flow enabling you to continue paying
expenses for you and your family
and to keep you from falling behind
on your mortgage payments. There is
also business overhead expense
disability insurance for your business
expenses. You would need to have
someone (your wife, relative, friend)
help operate your company, if
possible. The difficult part, if you are
the sole driver for your company, is
to find a competent driver.
In essence, disability insurance can
replace income that is lost when you
are sick or injured and cannot work
for a long period of time. Overhead
insurance may cover expenses
directly related to your business.
One of the leading causes of home
foreclosures is disability. However,
only about 34 percent of adults
have disability insurance. More than
375,000 Americans become totally
disabled every year. Approximately
8 million adults have some disability
that limits or prevents them
from working.
The goal of disability insurance
is to replace as much income as
possible with affordable terms.
Insurance experts recommend that
disability insurance equal 60 percent
to 70 percent of net income or profit
before taxes. The normal waiting
period before receiving benefits is 90
to 180 days, but the insured can elect
a shorter or longer waiting period

with changes to the premium cost.
You should always plan on having
three to six months living expenses
saved at any given time before any
sickness or disability.
Listed below are the features of a
good disability plan:
n Can’t be canceled and guaranteed
renewable;
n Monthly beneﬁts that replace 60-70
percent of the insured’s income
until reaching Social Security full
retirement age 65 or older;
n Cost-of-living adjustment to protect
beneﬁts from inﬂation;
n Elimination of premium payments
while the insured is disabled;
n Residual beneﬁts clause (allows
partial payouts for partial
disabilities);
n Future insurability option to
increase insurance as income rises
(regardless of health);
n Waiting period to begin receiving
beneﬁts (normal is 90 to 180 days);
and
n Rehabilitation clause to pay for
treatment necessary to get back
to work.

Please consult your certified
insurance agent for advice.
Generally, if you do not deduct the
disability insurance premiums, the
benefits received are tax-free. LL
This article has been presented by
PBS Tax and Bookkeeping Service,
a company that has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping services
to the trucking industry for more than
a quarter century. If you would like
further information, please contact us
at 800-697-5153. Visit our website at
PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give specific
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.
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PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
line
Now onday!
every
Listen anytime, anywhere,
on any device.
Get the in-depth information you’ve come
to rely on at LandLineNow.com or on
your favorite podcast app.
Of course you can always tune in daily
at 7pm EST, and 4pm PT on Sirius XM Channel 146.

800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
★ Income Tax Preparation
★ Bookkeeping Services
★ Quarterly Estimated Taxes
★ Financial Statements
★ Corporate & LLC formations

Keep healthy smiles
part of your family
memories with
an OOIDA
Dental Plan.

KEEP MORE OF WHAT
YOU EARN AND
LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Provide your family with quality
dental coverage through OOIDA.
Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the
Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides
preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan
provides preventive, basic and
major services (subject to
waiting periods).
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only

159

$

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at 800-715-9369
for more information and a
quote on this or other medical
benefits available.

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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Buck Black, LCSW, LCAC TruckerTherapy.com

Do you have PTSD?
Post-traumatic stress disorder is often
associated with people who have been
involved in war. However, truckers are
often exposed to traumatic accidents,
whether it be direct involvement in a
wreck or helping others when coming
across an accident scene. Other events
that may cause PTSD are domestic
violence, serious illnesses, abuse, or
witnessing a horrific event—even a
natural disaster.
It is important to understand that
PTSD is a type of anxiety disorder.
The symptoms of PTSD may include
flashbacks (reliving the trauma),
nightmares about the traumatic event,
and symptoms of avoidance and
emotional numbing. This may include
trying to avoid thinking of or talking
about the traumatic event, avoiding

Some people are
involved and witness
very horrific events with
few or no problems,
whereas others may
have many PTSD
symptoms as a result.
activities you once enjoyed, difficulty
maintaining close relationships,
irritability or anger, overwhelming
guilt or shame, substance abuse,
trouble sleeping, suicidal thoughts
or suicide attempts, and being easily
startled or frightened.
PTSD can also cause physical
problems with the body. For example,
people with PTSD show higher
instances of fibromyalgia, arthritis,
ulcers and high blood pressure, just to
name a few. If the person develops a
substance abuse problem as a result of
self-medicating, there may be health,
legal, financial, and family problems.
If you have been involved in a
traumatic event, you do not necessarily
have PTSD. Some people are involved
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and witness very horrific events with
few or no problems, whereas others
may have many PTSD symptoms as
a result.

WhAT To do IF yoU
ThINK yoU hAVE PTSd

Participate in a PTSD assessment by a
mental health professional.
Get a medical checkup with your
primary care doctor to ensure that you
do not have any physical problems.

TREATMENTS FoR PTSd
n Individual and family

psychotherapy is often a good
start. This will involve relaxation
skills, stress management and
processing of traumatic events.
There may be other things to
address, such as depression,
substance use, other types of
anxiety, and possibly other
concerns. It is important to address
all of the concerns that may
be present.
n Eye movement desensitization
and reprocessing therapy focuses
on helping the mind to process the
traumas that it has experienced.
“Eye movement desensitization
and reprocessing is a
comprehensive, integrative
psychotherapy approach,”
according to the EMDR Institute
Inc. “It contains elements of
many effective psychotherapies
in structured protocols that
are designed to maximize
treatment effects. These include
psychodynamic, cognitive
behavioral, interpersonal,
experiential, and body-centered
therapies.”
n Medications – There is no
medication specifically made
for PTSD. However, some
antidepressants have FDA approval
for treating PTSD. The use of

benzodiazepines is discouraged
due to its addictive qualities
and potential interference with
psychotherapy as the client is less
likely to be able to appropriately
process the feelings related
to PTSD.
n Lifestyle – As with other
conditions, eating a balanced diet
with plenty of fruits and vegetables
help our mood and overall health.
Exercise helps to boost mood and
decrease anxiety. As little as 30
minutes of daily walking can show
significant benefits.

WhAT CAN yoU do To
AddRESS PTSd SyMPToMS?
n Download the free Mac or

Android smartphone app PTSD
Coach from the U.S. Department
of Veteran Affairs through
iTunes or Google Play.
n Take the course “Considering
Professional Help” on the
MyHealth.va.gov website.
Remember, PTSD is a type of
anxiety. Why not learn a few things
you can tell yourself to reduce your
anxiety? You are in control of your
thoughts and you have the power to
significantly decrease your anxiety. LL

Buck Black is a licensed clinical social
worker therapist who specializes in
helping truckers and their families with
anger and stress management, as
well as depression and relationship
problems. He is licensed to treat
patients in the state of Indiana.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s health situation is different. If
you have questions regarding medical
issues, consult your personal physician.
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Some stops just
aren’t on your
regular route.

Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one of the best
alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for both owner-operators and fleets.
Our program offers protection against work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May 2021.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)

OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May 2021!!

• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred due to an
occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of travel assistance
services, discount prescription plan, and identity theft resolution services.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on
this or other medical benefits available.
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OOIDA aims to protect rights of drivers with medical conflicts
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The OwnerOperator
Independent
Drivers
Association
is advocating
for changes to
the FMCSA’s
“Resolution of
Medical Conflict” provision in order to protect the rights of
a truck driver who believes his or her medical evaluation
was incorrect.
OOIDA President Todd Spencer recently submitted
formal comments asking the agency not to disqualify a
driver during the time a medical conflict is being resolved.
FMCSA posted an information collection request
regarding medical qualification requirements on April
27. The notice includes a Resolution of Medical Conflict
provision, which seeks to provide a mechanism for drivers
and motor carriers to request that FMCSA make a final
decision to resolve conflicting medical evaluations when

either party does not accept the decision of a medical
specialist.
If two medical examiners disagree about the medical
certification of a driver, the applicant must submit results
of all medical testing, and the opinion of an impartial
medical specialist in the field in which the conflict arose.
While the intent of the provision may be to protect
drivers who were incorrectly evaluated, OOIDA says it
hasn’t worked out that way. For instance, many drivers
have said they have been told they need to be tested for
sleep apnea based on body mass index or the size of their
neck alone.
“These situations typically involve a certified medical
examiner who is requiring expensive testing while basing
their justification upon a cursory ‘examination,’ which may
include no further evidence than the visual observation that
the driver has a large neck,” Spencer wrote.
The Association also criticizes making drivers, who
submit a conflict application, be deemed disqualified until
a determination on the conflict is made.
“This completely removes any incentive to utilize this
provision, given the driver will immediately lose their
ability to earn an income,” Spencer wrote. LL

Don’t let short-term
injury cripple your
business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s
Voluntary Group Short Term
Disability Plan.

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

• Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their membership
effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical history.
This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
• 24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.
• Two plan options available with 30-day waiting periods before benefits
are payable – one with a $400 weekly benefit*, and one with a $500
weekly benefit*, if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the
maximum weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.
(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

• Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services included at no
additional cost.
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Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits
Group at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on
this or other medical benefits available.
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Legislation still under construction
at some statehouses
From Page 36

Congratulations to the 2018/2019
OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarships winners!

Congratulations!

First place scholarship winner:

Rahul Paul
Pearland, Texas – $2,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Aji Paul

Andrew Inda
Rossville, IL – $1,000

Stepson of OOIDA member,
Richard Duncan

Chase Huelle
Stanley, ND – $1,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Myron Huelle

Hanna Ward

Basin, WY – $1,000

Daughter of OOIDA member,
Lonnie Ward

Tony Rice
Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA –
$1,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Gerald Rice

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
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authorized along U.S. 1, or Roosevelt Boulevard, for five
years.
SB251 would authorize speed radar use by full-time,
accredited police departments.
A bill nearing passage in Ohio would discourage local
speed traps by making county and municipal courts
responsible for citations issued in villages with fewer than
200 residents.
A 2013 Ohio law attempted to end the practice of unfair
ticketing practices in the state’s smallest locales by taking
away mayor’s courts.
HB125 would cap fines, fees and other charges in
excess of, or not included in, the local municipal or
county court’s schedule of fines and costs. The bill also
specifies the jurisdiction of municipal and county courts
over municipal traffic ordinances.
One Illinois bill on the governor’s desk addresses the
same concern. SB3509 would expand the reach of statute
that applies to state, county and municipal police officers.
State law now forbids any requirement “to issue a
specific number of citations within a designated period
of time.” Law enforcement agencies are prohibited from
evaluating personnel based on the number of tickets
written or arrests made.
An exemption is made for municipalities with their
own independent inspector general and law enforcement
review authority.
Departments, however, can continue to use officer
contacts as an evaluative tool. The practice covers any
instance where an officer makes contact with someone.
A Pennsylvania bill singles out large trucks in the left
lane.
HB2032 would create “commuter lanes zones” in
congested areas. The intent is to restrict vehicles with
more than two axles from accessing the left lane.
Violators could face $100 fines.
Zones would be a minimum of 7 miles long.
Municipalities would have the option of asking the
Pennsylvania DOT to establish a commuter lanes zone
within their limits.
In Michigan, one House-approved bill would revise
statute to remove the requirement of an audible signal by
the driver of an overtaking vehicle to provide the driver of
an overtaken vehicle to give way to the right. Essentially,
HB5504 would require slower drivers in the left lane of
roadways to move right even when they haven’t been
honked at to move over.
Advocates say the requirement of an audible signal
when a vehicle is overtaken and passed is an outdated
and unenforced provision that dates from an era before
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vehicles came equipped standard with mirrors. They add
that giving someone an audible signal when passing will
usually result in a visual signal in response.
A Pennsylvania bill, SB435, would authorize law
enforcement to issue tickets solely for failure to clear
vehicles of snow and ice.
Drivers would be required to make “reasonable efforts”
to remove snow or ice from all parts of their vehicles
within 24 hours of a weather event.
Truck operators would be excused if they are headed to
a facility to remove accumulated snow or ice. In addition,
citations would not be issued if compliance would cause
the trucker to violate any federal or state law or regulation
regarding workplace safety, or if it would be a health or
safety threat.
A similar House bill, HB2559, does not include the
accommodations for large vehicles.

Issues of note

In Ohio, a House bill would eliminate citation quotas
for state or local law enforcement. HB616 would forbid
performance evaluations from comparing the number of
citations issued by one officer to the number of citations
issued by another officer.
Advocates for the rule refer to tying an officer’s ticket
writing activity to his or her performance evaluation as
the “dirty little secret” of some police forces. They say the
practice turns officers into revenue generating machines.
The state Attorney General’s Office would be allowed
to investigate any anonymous report of a police officer
involved in such activities.
One Massachusetts measure calls for the
implementation of a study to develop and begin collecting
tolls on more roadway.
The state now charges users to access the Massachusetts
Turnpike and a Boston bridge and two tunnels. Allelectronic tolling has been in place since October 2016.
S2484 identifies sections of Interstates 93 and 95 and
along Routes 1 and 2. Tolls would be collected by the end
of 2018.
The bill does not specify toll amounts. Rates would be
determined following the MassDOT study. Congestion
pricing, however, would be used.
Toll revenue would be applied for highway
improvements and public transit throughout the state.
The issuance of bonds also would be authorized for the
turnpike or highway system.
A New Jersey bill, A2222, would clarify that it is
permissible for a driver to flash his or her headlights
to oncoming traffic to warn the passing vehicle of a
traffic incident, a road hazard, or the presence of law
enforcement enforcing the speed limit. LL
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DASHBOARDCONFIDENTIAL
Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

How has OOIDA helped me? Let me count the ways
In the early through the mid-1970s,
I was a company driver for several
small companies. After gaining some
experience, the urge to buy a truck
reared its ugly head. Not content
to be locked into the East Coast, I
wanted to go everywhere and run
cross-country. I had a good paying
job, so that was not the missing link.
I wanted more.
Because of oil embargoes and
more political posturing than can be
covered here, I chose probably the
worst time to buy into trucking. Fuel
shortages and rationing, blockades

From a distance I
watched and read what I
could find. A new group
of truck businessmen
called Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers
Association was formed.
I joined in the late 1970s.
of interstates as well as truck stops,
you could get in but not get out or
risk getting your air lines cut. There
was gunfire, rocks tossed off bridges
and police-led convoys across
Pennsylvania and Ohio. I was there,
and it got ugly.
There were a few “leaders” who
spouted off to the press, threatening
to bring America to its knees. I knew
then, as now, that is not how to win
the hearts and minds of Washington
and the consumers. You don’t get
action by starving Mom and Dad or
endangering the public.
It was right about that time I first
heard the names Jim Johnston and
Todd Spencer, seemingly cooler
heads who had plans to organize
without being the bad guys. Unity
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without baseball bats and threats.
From a distance I watched and read
what I could find. A new group of
truck businessmen called OwnerOperator Independent Drivers
Association was formed. I joined in
the late 1970s, and to this day my
number is 8169. It was truly one of
my best decisions.
By working with our legislators
and law enforcement on a federal
level as well as state and local,
OOIDA worked hard to gain the
small truck business person some
insight as well as some listening and
speaking power.
There was a period of time when
out-of-state truckers were hit with
unfair fuel marker taxes. Vermont
had a long history of taking our
money because we were out of state.
OOIDA fought that battle and won.
I personally passed that word along,
and many drivers I knew filed for and
got those multiyear refunds.
A similar fight over the five-axle
tax stamp in Pennsylvania went on
for years. OOIDA fought and won
that battle too. Myself and many
others I worked with got a rather
large refund check, thank you.
There were several others refunds
to follow. In the 1990s, when it was
found that the new low-sulfur fuel
was damaging fuel pumps on diesel
engines, there was a movement to
recoup losses. Again, OOIDA went
to bat for us little guys, and I was
reimbursed with a healthy check.
Again, thank you.
On a political front, the great state
of Tennessee had a director of the
Public Service Commission, Keith
Bissell. Mr. Bissell led a personal
campaign to fatten the coffers at the
expense of truckers.
Probably the most famous was the

pair of scales in Brownsville, Tenn.,
west of Jackson on I-40. Trucks were
pulled around back and searched,
drivers berated and treated like
criminals. I recall one search that
had the invading officer inspecting
between layers of lunchmeat in
the driver’s fridge. Supposedly,
they were looking for drugs or
contraband.
I experienced firsthand an
overzealous officer who completely
upended my sleeper and everything
in it. When finished, he found
nothing, but he left my truck a total
mess. There was nothing to I could
do about it but move on. If they
wanted to find a reason to cite you,
you were a cash cow and nothing
less.
Along comes OOIDA and with
a bank of lawyers, and through a
very lengthy court battle, with much
testimony from victimized drivers,
Mr. Bissell was removed and new
procedures introduced. The reign of
terror was over and we, as drivers,
found Tennessee much easier
to cross.
As a small-business truck owner,
I have always devoured anything in
print about trucks. In the many years
of being a member, one of the best
perks has been Land Line Magazine.
I can honestly say it helps me stay
on top of my business on issues that
affect how I work. In that I have
recently passed the 10-year mark as
a contributor on these pages, is very
humbling, indeed.
To be onboard and help celebrate
the 45th birthday of OOIDA is truly
an honor not taken lightly.
For all OOIDA has done for me
and the small-business trucker,
thank you. LL
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States continue to adopt rule changes to accommodate truck platoons
From Page 37

In Michigan, a bill halfway through the statehouse would
revise the state’s following-too-closely rule.
Michigan law already requires that platooning trucks
accommodate other vehicles attempting to change lanes or
exit the highway. Specifically, affected trucks must “allow
reasonable access” for vehicles to maneuver around them.
HB5749 would retain the provision, but include an
amendment to specify that affected trucks traveling on a
highway in a platoon would be exempt from the state’s
minimum distance following rule.
“The Michigan vehicle code must stay current so that
Michigan roadways can continue to embrace these new
technologies,” stated Rep. Michael Webber, R-Rochester
Hills. “With the advancement of autonomous vehicles on
Michigan roads, we need to update the law to reflect
these changes.”
He added that the change will enhance the transportation
of goods in a safe manner.
Critics said they could not support legislation that lacks
research on the safety of self-driving technology.
A bill nearing passage in the Pennsylvania statehouse
would authorize truck platooning in the state.
Sponsored by Rep. Greg Rothman, R-Cumberland,
HB1958 would permit affected vehicles to operate in

violation of the state’s following distance rule for large
vehicles. The rule would apply for up to three vehicles while
working on limited-access highways or interstates.
“The commonwealth and the country hasn’t had an
opportunity to save lives like this since the advent of seat
belts,” testified Rothman at a recent Senate Transportation
Committee hearing.
Tim Scanlon, director of traffic engineering and operations
for the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission, said that while
improving roadways in the state with additional traffic lanes
and better facilities may provide current customers with a
better experience, “it will not be enough to attract the future
of commercial haulers. Truck platooning offers to be one of
the most beneficial, and game-changing innovations for the
future of the transportation industry.”
In Ohio, a House bill would permit the use of truck
platoons on the state’s roadways. HB699 would require
affected vehicles to have a licensed CDL holder in the seat.
Other states to enact rule changes this year to permit
platooning trucks on roadways include Alabama, Indiana,
Kentucky, Mississippi, Oregon, Utah and Wisconsin.
The changes in each state focus on granting exemptions to
connected trucks from following distances rules for
large vehicles. LL

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and Puritan Life
Insurance Company of America of Austin, TX*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 11823 Winston-Salem, NC 27116.
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

LAND LINE 103

OOIDA

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Congratulations

Life Members
Lester Angst
Vern Allen
David Almand
William Arnold
Barry Ball
Joseph Barnett
Rodney Baston
James Beauregard
Robin Beda
Victor Beda
Stephanie Bennett
Roy Bise
Peter Black
Gail Blankenship
Daniel Blumhorst
John Brian
Gary Brockway
William Cain
Wesley Campbell
John Cejka
Jose Celis
Katherine Chipman
Gary Christensen
Daniel Clark
Willie Claussen
Calvin Coleman
Phillip Cooper
Michael Cornell
Charles Cozby
Douglas Crouse
Jorge Culleja

Jim Cure
Louis Daugherty
Charles Davenport
David Davidson
Rene De Klerk
Dennis Depoy
Eric Deppen
John Ehrgott
Jeffrey Engle
Lewis Ennis Jr.
Tim Estes
Stewart Everman
Robert Ferguson
Derke Finley
Scott Fleming
Gerald Funk
Avon Fuqua
Shirley Fuqua
Orlando Galarza
Robert Gale Sr.
William Gaydon
Marc Gholston
Jerry Gibney
Jeffrey Gibson
John Glidewell
Charles Gossett
Michael Goyette
David Gray
John Green
John Hainley
Kirk Hale

Gary Hanna
Randall Hanson
John Harris
John Hayden Jr.
Francis A. Hays
Richard Healey
Joseph Helbig
Donald Helms
Howard Hinkle
William Huckabay
Delbert Hummel
Robert Hunter Jr.
Mark Jarvis
Asbjorn Johnsen
Richard Jones
Robert Jones Jr.
Bruce Juhl
John Jury
Richard J. Kloss
Garry Kostelansky
Steve Krizan
Marvin Langston
Milton Larson
Michael Lauterbur
Edward Lawson
Douglas Little
Lendon Love
Dave MacMillan
Gary Martin
Kim Martin
Timmie McDade

Senior Members
Raymond I. Alloway Jr.
Don Amundson
Edward J. Asevado Jr.
Larry O. Barefield
Jack G. Barnhart
Janice Barnhart
Ganbat Batmunkh
James D. Bowie
Randy R. Bruhn
Daniel L. Burrus
Ronald E. Champlain
Joe Conger
Ernie L. Creamer
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Todd E. Daake
Marcin Dacka
Gerald Damon
Joel Davis
Mark T. Denison Sr.
Javier Esparza
Gregory F. Eveslage
Craig Fletchall
Darryl A. Foote
Charles H. Foster
Samuel T. Garcia
Timothy A. Gossert
Emil B. Gray

Robert S. Green Jr.
George E. Hale
Robert A. Haney
Greg Harold
Keith Herlitzke
Alejandro Hernandez
Gary L. Hinkle
Paul M. Hixson
Kevin D. Hoffman
Lisa A. Hoffman
Matthew M. Jackson
Michael B. Jones
Rickey A. Jordan

David McDaniel
Charles McKenzie
Jerry McWain
Fred McDaniel II
Levi Miller
Charles Moore
Rick Mortensen
Luretha Moser
Jay Moulton
Paul Murray
Patrick Murry
Bransford Napier
Bobby Neely
William Nelson
Gary Nett
Jimmy Newman
John Norlander
Edward O’Dell
Roger Orcutt
Domingo Pacheco
Thomas Paradise
Ronald Parker
William Parks
Daniel Perkins
Wayne Peterson
Thomas Pfeninger
Jesus Polanco
Steven Potter
Daniel Prott
Michael Pyle
Jim Quirin

Dallas Stowe
Achim Suciu
David Tarson
Kurt Thacker
Robert Thompson
Robert T. Thompson
John Todd
Randall Tovey
Garland Trice
Marvin Van Meter
Vernon Veeser
Rodney Warren
David Wecker
Allen Welch
Donnie White
Joe Whitlock
Thomas Wiley
Charles Williams
Roderick Williams
James Wilson
Grundy Wimberly
Ronald Wright
Michael Yeauger
Walter Zabaleta
Bogdan Ziebiec
Jerry Zollars

Robert Rainier
David Reed
Dennis Rentz
Roger Richards
David Riley
Leroy Robinson
Luis Rodriguez
Glenn Runge
Donald Ruppel
Mark Ruston
Henry Salazar
John Salesman
Richard Sally
Larry Schoonover
Dennis Schroeder
Mary Schroeder
Robert Scott
Leo Scruggs
Brian Shulista
Craig Siemers
K. Simpson
Billy Sizemore
Brett Skavlem
Arthur Smith
James Southall
Lester Specht
Robert Springston
Wayne Squarsich
Michael Stanton
Charles Steele
Vernon Stitz

For more information on becoming a member of OOIDA,
contact us 816-229-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

David G. Kaump
Steven K. Kelso
Roger K. Kempfer
Eugene Kuzia
Peggy Langley
Cindy J. Lindgren
Jason R. Machos
Ronald A. McConnell
James E. Mitchell
George W. Mullan III
James Murphy
Joseph Nadolny
Daniel A. Orellana

Michael W. Parker
John S. Peachey
Harold W. Racey
Johnny W. Reid
Larry L. Rice
William L. Rightsell
Joel C. Rodgers
Kifah Saifi
Leon Saizan III
Scott S. Samberg
Eugene Sandel
Randall Sechrist Jr.
Howard C. Slade

Dian Sperry
Larry E. Stettner
Jeff D. Sturm
Phyllis Taillie
Randy B. Timmerman
Rifet Topalovic
James N. Veale
George Watson
John A. West
Gerald Westenburg
Roger Witt
Zach Wofford
David L. Wolfe
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OOIDA-backed California bill advances
to deter ÔmistreatmentÕ of truckers
From Page 40

“lease-purchase” agreements.
He describes the agreements as
“schemes where motor carriers
lease a truck to a driver with the
promise of fair compensation,
future ownership of the truck,
and ‘independence’ from
traditional employer-employee
requirements.”
In reality, these indentured
servants are paid pennies on
the dollar, will likely never
own the truck, and have zero
independence.”
The Association communicated
to Lara there are legitimate
lease agreements between
motor carriers and independent
contractors that can be successful
and should be protected.

Matousek said Lara’s bill
would address concerns about
lease-purchase agreements
without jeopardizing legitimate
business agreements between
motor carriers and leased owneroperators.
“SB1402 would meet both of
these goals and hold others in
the supply chain accountable for
using carriers that are known to
misclassify workers.”
The bill awaits further
consideration in the Assembly. A
vote on the chamber floor could
come soon. Passage by the full
Assembly would send the bill
back to the Senate for approval of
minor changes before heading to
the governor’s desk. LL

SAVE FuEL
SAVE MONEY
SAVE TIRES

Our Wheel Centering Products are
a patented line of products
designed to Stop Tire Vibration and
Irregular Tire Wear.
Choose from these solutions:

SOLuTION A

The Centering Pins Sets are used when mounting
the wheels and then removed from the wheel.

BEFORE

SOLuTION B

AFTER
This sleeve set stays on the wheels at all times, is
for use on STEER AXLES ONLY and will center the
brake drum as well as the wheel.

SOLuTION C

More than
a fuel saver

Safety • Stability • Savings
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.

Technical information www.airtab.com
To purchase 262-394-5752 or www.buyairtab.com
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STEP 1

STEP 2

This 2-piece sleeve set also stays on the wheels at
all times, is for DUAL AXLES and is available with
or without brake drum centering.
All of these products are available in many
different sizes and conﬁgurations to ﬁt your needs.

Call 1-866-686-9285 today to ﬁnd
the TRU-BALANCE products
that are right for you.
www.tru-bal.com
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OOIDAON THE ROAD
By Land Line Staff

The Spirit to celebrate milestones for OOIDA, GBATS
In September, 4 State Trucks will
present the 10th annual Guilty By
Association Truck Show in
Joplin, Mo.
And just like the past nine
installments of GBATS, Jon Osburn
will be there.
“I think it’s probably the best
G-rated truck show in the nation,”
said Osburn, the skipper of the
OOIDA touring tractor-trailer the
Spirit of the American Trucker.
“Someday, I will take my grandson to
that show.”
This year’s edition will be Sept.
27-29 and also will serve as the 45th
anniversary celebration of OOIDA.
“It’s gotten better every year, so I
think this year’s show will be their
best ever,” Osburn said. “As more
people find out how fun it is, it keeps

getting bigger.”
Truck drivers will have the
opportunity to meet members of
OOIDA’s leadership team and learn
about the mission of the Association,
which started in 1973 and has
continued its mission of fighting for
the rights of all truckers.
There also will be plenty of
activities to fill the three days. Some
of the highlights include a pro bull
riding competition, a motorcycle stunt
exhibition, a truck and tractor pull,
and a downtown concert featuring
Confederate Railroad.
One of the events close to Osburn’s
heart is the truck convoy, which raises
money for Special Olympics. Last
year’s convoy included about 420
trucks and generated about $115,000
for Special Olympics of Southwest

Missouri. Over the years, the event
has raised a total of about $600,000.
“The convoy has always been
special to me, because it’s done so
much for Special Olympics,”
Osburn said.
The Spirit’s other stops for August
and September include Ohio,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota,
Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, South
Dakota, and Illinois. LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has also
worked as a paramedic
and a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives
with his wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and
travels with his loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: AUG/SEPT 2018
July 30-Aug 1
Aug 2-3

Petro, New Paris, OH
T/A, Wapakoneta, OH

Aug 4-6

Petro, N Baltimore, OH

I-75, Exit 167

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

Truck World, Hubbard, OH
Petro, Racine, WI
Petro, Portage, WI
Eau Claire Big Rig Truck Show
Eau Claire, WI 54701
Petro, Clearwater, MN
Petro, Fargo, ND
Charley Endorf Petro, York, NE
T/A, Brooklyn, IA
Petro, Albert Lea, MN
Big Iron Classic, Kasson, MN
Petro,Oak Grove, MO
T/A, Beto Junction, KS
Special Olympics Convoy
Sioux Falls, SD
Guilty by Association Truck Show
Joplin, MO 64804
Petro, Effingham, IL

I-80, Exit 234
I-94 & Hwy 20, Exit 333
I-90 & I-94, Exit 108A
617 W Clairemont Ave
Noth. Wisc. Fairgrounds
I-94 & Hwy 24, Exit 178
I-94, Exit 348
I-80, Exit 353
I-80, Exit 197
I-90 & I-35, Exit 11
Dodge County Fairgrounds
I-70, Exit 28
US 75 & I-35, Exit 155
W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds

8-10
12-13
14-15
17-19

Aug 20-22
Aug 23-25
Aug 27-29
Aug 31-Sept 1
Sept 3-5
Sept 7-8
Sept 10-12
Sept 18-19
Sept 21-22
Sept 27-29
Oct 1-3
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I-70,Exit 156B & US 40
I-75 & US 33, Exit 111

I-44, Exit 44

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for
their generous use of the 2017
5700 EX Phantom II. Western Star’s
support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.

I-70/I-57, Exit 159
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Truck parking
From Page 41

in the state for its Iowa Rest Area
Management Plan. As a result, the state
has recommended improvements for
high-demand rest areas and closures for
the others. Included in the analysis were
24-hour traffic counts at the facilities.
After analyzing each rest area, the Iowa
DOT recommends closing 11 full-service
rest areas and all 16 parking-only rest areas
over the next 30 years.
Iowa’s DOT recognized that although
passenger vehicle parking was sufficient
during peak times, truck parking often
exceeded the amount of spaces during peak
overnight hours. In weighted evaluations,
truck parking was valued the third highest
at 20 percent next to spacing (30 percent)
and use (25 percent).
According to the Federal Highway
Administration, an interstate oasis is an
off-freeway facility, such as a truck stop,
that supplements public rest areas. Certain
standards are required to be considered an
oasis, including truck parking.

Pennsylvania considers
truck parking solutions
On June 21, the Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation participated in the
Eastern Pennsylvania Freight Summit.
During the summit, truck parking
was addressed.
Among the many topics discussed by
stakeholders is a public-private partnership
initiative to alleviate truck parking issues.
Those involved in discussions:
• Jeff Purdy, transportation specialist for
the FHWA Office of Freight Management
and Operations;
• Kevin Stewart, president and CEO of the
Pennsylvania Motor Truck Association;
and
• Joe Gurinko, deputy director of the
PennDOT P3 Office.
According to a Lehigh Valley Live report,
truck parking was the liveliest discussion
of the day. During the discussion,
stakeholders talked about how trucking
companies, warehouse developers
and municipalities are at least partly
responsible for truck parking.
Still in the early stages of the publicprivate partnership, PennDOT will start
with requesting information. LL

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

LAND LINE 107

.
r
a
e
g
Get the
Visit ooida.com to view
the complete selection
of items available.
Order online, or
call 800-444-5791
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MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 211,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium ﬂeets (19%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000
individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
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20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net
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America Counts
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Deckmate
LaDDer

A small, portable folding ladder for flatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
n Support bar
n Weighs only 20 lbs.
n Extends to 53 inches
n Folds to 33 inches
n 18-Inches wide
n Anti-skids steps
n Non-pinch hinge
n 400 pounds capacity
n Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

NEEDED:

Drop Today – Cash Today

Drivers who want
to make money!
All types of equipment
We will get you paid in all major lanes

IONS 24/7
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XFactors Financial
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NON-RECOURSE
FACTORING

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net

U.S. Distributor

LightSpeed Dispatching offers freight
dispatching to drivers across the nation.
We will get you TOP DOLLAR
on all freight movements. Call us now.

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY DISPATCHING SERVICES

LightSpeed

Dispatching

Bus: 703-360-4524
Cell: 703-200-8045
Email: rogerdeansnell@yahoo.com

TRUCKER TAX HELP
Accountants & CPA’s who have
worked in the trucking industry
n Corporate & Individual Tax Returns
n All 50 States
n IRS Issues
n Year-Round Tax Advice

Our customers say it best:
“I have been driving 18 wheelers for the
past 42 years. I set up my Corporation
and hired Corporate Capital to do all of
my bookkeeping and tax returns for my
business. With them doing my books I
have offset my expenses each year and
pay the minimum in taxes.”
~ Robert Dowdy, Cisco Group, Inc.

Taking the hassle out of
dispatching and paperwork
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:
• Find loads
• Complete broker contracts
• Sign rate sheets
• Gather insurance certiﬁcates
• Complete invoicing for O/Os
& small ﬂeet owners
• Provide Big Road Electronic
Log Tracking for O/Os

Save time
and stay
focused on
what you
do best
CONTACT US TODAY

www.maxmilles.com
219-863-1091
“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Carlson, President/Owner

855-810-4114

www.corpcapinc.com
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117
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15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!
The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudflaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894

Call 816-229-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace!
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285
Since 1958

Paola, KS

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”

NEW TIRES FOR YOUR RIG?
Lease to Own, Only $49
Delivers to Your Door!
EZ payments, no hard credit check,
90-days no interest.

Apply at danthetireman.com

866-297-5948
DAN THE TIRE MAN

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Call 816-229-5791 to speak to
an advertising representative.
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Direct-mailed
to over 211,000
industry
professionals
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Owner-Operator &
Independent Driver Specialists
• IRS Tax Settlement
• State DOR Settlement
• Tax Return Preparation
• Negotiation and Settlements
• Remove Garnishments & Levies
• LLC & Corporate Structuring
• Sound Business Advice

LANCE HERNDON, J.D.

Before I was a
Tax Attorney I
was a Teamster.

FREE CONSULTATION

877-501-2220 I TaxReliefAdvisers.com

caplendgroup.com
Let us get to work for you!

FINANCING
YOUR EQUIPMENT

doesn’t have to be

COMPLICATED

1650-A South Enterprise
Springfield, MO 65804

Personalized service
Flexible financing
Behind you 100%

LOANS

417-865-6500 or
866-526-0843
FLEXIBILITY

LEASING

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES

900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

Got a ticket? Fight it!
• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Get Results!
Call 816-229-5791
to advertise
in the Marketplace!
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made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com

Colorado- OR East CoastBased OO’s or Drivers
Must have 2-Years Experience CDL
10 Day-Trips Twice a Month
Colorado to Upper Northeast
80% Pay Structure plus FSC

$250k/150k miles/year
Contact Tom or Pat

jobs@coloradoatlantic.com

800-233-6989
LAND LINE 113
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TruckMiles

¨

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” Ð Lorne Daigle

Trucking Attorneys

• Business Interruption Claims
• Trucking Accidents
• Insurance Claims
• Faulty Mechanic Repairs
• Loss of Use/Income/Loads

www.downtimeclaims.com
Free initial
consultation

(904)
278-7688

info@downtimeclaims.com

Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

www.mbataxhelp.com
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● Driver expense tracking
● Full color maps
● Multiple stop and location
entries

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

1-888-407-1669

● Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods

● Proﬁt margin calculator

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

● Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages

* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax

Sirius XM 146
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PepsiCo reaches $5 million settlement
in trucker wage theft lawsuit

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Truck drivers at the center of a class action wage lawsuit
against PepsiCo are waiting for approval of a preliminary
settlement, according to California federal court documents.
If granted, PepsiCo will cough up $5 million for failure to pay
overtime and work done during lunch and rest breaks.
On June 22, attorneys for a class of PepsiCo truck drivers
submitted a motion for preliminary settlement approval in a
lawsuit that was originally filed in March 2017. According to
court documents, Purchase, N.Y.-based PepsiCo has
agreed to a $5 million settlement for approximately 1,800
drivers employed between Jan. 25, 2013, and the date the
court issues an order preliminarily approving the settlement.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

If each class member participates in the settlement, each
driver will receive an average of nearly $2,000, totaling
$3.58 million of the $5 million settlement. Attorneys will
collect 25 percent of the settlement, or $1.25 million. The
settlement administrator will receive up to $25,000.
Nathaniel Helton, the named plaintiff, will receive no more
than $7,500.
On March 6, 2017, Helton filed the lawsuit against
Pepsi-Cola Sales and Distribution along with New Bern
Transport, PepsiCo’s trucking company. The lawsuit alleges
PepsiCo failed to compensate drivers for time worked,
including lunch breaks, rest breaks and overtime.
According to the lawsuit, PepsiCo had consistently
clocked out drivers for 30-minute meal periods even though
drivers often worked during those periods. Drivers also were
required to work for over four hours without a 10-minute rest
period, which violates California state labor laws. California
law also requires employers to pay employees one hour of
pay for each day a rest period is not provided, which the
lawsuit alleges PepsiCo failed to do.
Furthermore, the lawsuit alleges that PepsiCo failed to
timely pay wages owed to drivers who left the company or
were terminated. LL
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Reduce pocket clutter
The EZ1-CP Cash Card from SOG Specialty Knives and Tools is a
compact folding pocketknife that doubles as a money and card clip.
Made of 8Cr13MoV steel with a satin finish, the knife is lightweight,
compact and easy to open. The 2.75-inch single
sharpened edge on the blade provides
clean cuts and is easy to service.
The stainless steel handle
resists corrosion, rust or
water stains, unlike ordinary
steel. The knife is also well
balanced and strong with a weight of
2 ounces. The SOG Cash Card comes with a limited lifetime warranty that protects against
defects in manufacturing and materials. Visit SOGKnives.com for more information, to
order or to find an authorized dealer.

LoadProof has your back
LoadProof from Smart Gladiator is an image-capture app
originally designed for use in logistics operations that is a
valuable tool for owner-operators. Available for both Android
and Apple devices, the scalable, secure, enterprise-ready app
allows drivers to photograph shipments, deliveries, incidents
and the like and instantly upload them to a cloud server with
supporting information about the date, time, and load details.
The images and information can be shared with anyone to help
determine responsibility for issues and prove the condition of the
shipment at the point of transfer. It has a secure cloud repository
to store up to 1 million photographs, depending on the package
chosen. For more information and to download the app, visit
SmartGladiator.com/LoadProof.

Functionality meets style
The Stainless Steel Hood Shield from RoadWorks
Manufacturing is designed to deflect weather, bugs and
road debris from the hood and windshield, clearing the
driver’s line-of-sight and protecting the truck. The easyto-install hood shield is manufactured in the U.S. from
American steel and offers protection that also transforms
the appearance of the truck. Precision engineered with a
stiffener rib along the top edge, the shield maintains its
shape against even the heaviest winds and is backed by
a limited lifetime warranty. The RoadWorks Hood Shield
is available for 2008-15 Freightliner Cascadias, International Prostar, Kenworth
T680/T800/w900L and Peterbilt 389. For more information and to find a dealer, visit
RoadWorksMfg.com or call 800-488-8741.
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Save fuel, look good
Aero Covers from RealWheels Corp. save you money on
fuel while keeping your truck looking good. According to
the company, the aerodynamic covers can save
1½ percent to 2 percent on fuel by reducing turbulence
and are designed to last the life of your truck. They are
easy to install, DOT-compliant and made in America
from durable 304 stainless steel that will never rust, pit or

corrode. The covers come in four styles and two finishes.
They are available in 22.5- and 24.5-inch sizes. Aero Clear
designs provide convenient visual inspections of the
wheel’s oil cap, axle hub, lug nuts and air valves without
having to remove the cover. All RWC Aero Covers come
with a lifetime finish warranty. For more information and to
order, visit RealWheels.com or call 847-662-7722.

Traction for extreme
road conditions

Let there be light

The Safety Lighting System from Kiser Industries is an
LED lighting product that mounts on the side and back of
heavy-duty trailers and automatically engages when turn
signals or emergency lights are used. The SLS is designed
to provide a better view of truck and trailer movement and
minimize trailer-related accidents. When the headlights
are on, the system turns on the lights over the left or right
tandem when turn signals are engaged. When the fourway flasher is on, both sides light up and the backup lights
come on so the whole back of the trailer is lit up. This
lights the way for the driver and allows other motorists to
acknowledge the presence of the trailer. The lights are DOT,
FMCSA, SAE and NHTSA approved and come with a twoyear warranty. For more information, visit Kiser-Ind.com
or call 937-287-7467.

The Michelin X Works Grip D drive-axle
tire is designed for fleets and owneroperators looking for maximized safety,
uptime and efficiency on the most
demanding roads. The tire offers three
key benefits: exceptional traction, casing
durability and maximum uptime. Traction
is created by staggered shoulder blocks
that provide lateral grip to handle
slippery conditions and sawtooth lugs
with more than 800 serrated edges that
maximize grip on ice- and snow-packed
surfaces. By combining an extra-wide
tread with an optimized rubber-to-void
ratio, traction is maximized without
sacrificing mileage. To maximize uptime,
Michelin optimized the housing design of
the tread and the positioning of the shoulder
blocks, allowing for a quick and efficient
installation and removal of snow-chains.
The Michelin X Works Grip D tire is available
in 11R24.5 size and load range H. To learn more, visit
MichelinTruck.com or call 888-622-2306.
If you have a product you would like featured,
send a news release with a photo to
Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com.
All featured products are subject to editorial review.

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided by selected
manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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2018-2019

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com
for more industry events.

AuGuST
3-5 Carlisle Truck Nationals at the Fairgrounds
in Carlisle, Pa. For more information, go to
carlisleevents.com
9-12 Brockway Truck Show in Cortland, N.Y.
For more information, go to BrockwayTrucks.org.
17-19 Eau Claire Big Rig Truck Show at
the Northern Wisconsin State Fair Grounds,
Chippewa Falls, Wis. For more information, visit
EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com.
17-19 Chi-Town Large Cars Benefit and
Show at the Porter County Fairgrounds in
Valparaiso, Ind. For more information, go to
ChiTownLargeCars.org.
23-25 Great American Trucking Show, Kay
Bailey Hutchison Convention Center, Dallas. For
more information, visit TruckShow.com.
SEPTEMBER
7-8 Big Iron Classic Truck Show and Charity
Drive at the Dodge County Fairgrounds in
Kasson, Minn. For more information, visit
BigIronClassic.com.
14-16 Richard Crane Memorial Truck Show
in St. Ignace, Mich. For more information, visit
StIgnace.com/carshows.
27-29 Guilty By Association Truck Show,
Joplin, Mo. For more information, visit
ChromeShopMafia.com/guilty-by-associationtruck-show.
OCTOBER
20-21 The California Trucking Show at the
Ontario Convention Center in Ontario, Calif. For
information, go to CaliforniaTruckingShow.com.
NOVEMBER
12-14 Women in Trucking Accelerate!
Conference and Expo in Dallas. For more
information, visit WomenInTrucking.org/
accelerate-conference.
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ATA, motor carriers sue RIDOT chief
over tolls targeting only truckers
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The next round in the fight to stop
Rhode Island’s truck-only tolls will
take place in a courtroom.
In mid July, the American
Trucking Associations and three
motor carriers filed a lawsuit
against Rhode Island DOT
Director Peter Alviti, claiming
the tolls targeting truckers are
unconstitutional.
Along with Cumberland Farms,
M&M Transport Services and New
England Motor Freight, ATA asks
the court to declare the tolls to be a
violation of the Commerce Clause
and to include an injunction against
enforcement of the tolls in
the future.
“This toll regime was designed
to, and does in fact, impose
discriminatory and disproportionate
burdens on out-of-state operators
and on truckers who are operating
in interstate commerce” the lawsuit
states. “By design, the tolls fall
exclusively on the types of trucks
that are most likely to be engaged
in the interstate transport of cargo
while exempting automobiles
and the smaller vehicles that are
relatively more likely to be engaged
in intrastate travel.”
The Commerce Clause forbids
states to impose charges with the
intent to discriminate in favor of
domestic, and against out-of-state
or interstate, entities. According to
the lawsuit, the truck-only tolls do
exactly that.
Furthermore, the clause requires
states to calibrate fees that are
imposed in interstate commerce
so that the fees reflect a fair
approximation of the payer’s
use of the tolled facility without
being excessive in relation to the
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benefits received. ATA claims
that all exempt vehicles “cause
a significant degree of wear and
tear.” Consequently, a truckonly toll is not compatible with
large trucks’ fair approximation
use of the tolled facilities.
ATA argues that the
discriminatory tolls will increase
the cost of transporting goods,
which in turn will reduce revenue
for truckers. As a result, truckers
will find cheaper routes through
other states, potentially losing
business to other modes of
transportation. Consumers can be
affected by rising costs of goods.
“We’ve maintained since Day
One that the truck-only tolling
component of RhodeWorks is
unlawful and this comprehensive
lawsuit offers unequivocal proof,”
said Chris Maxwell, president and
CEO of the Rhode Island Trucking
Association.
RIDOT has been waiting for the
inevitable lawsuit.
“This is a lawsuit we expected,”
the agency said in a news release.
“We are prepared to defend the
tractor-trailer-truck-only tolling
program and have been prepared
to do so for three years. We are
confident that we will prevail.”
The Alliance for Toll-Free
Interstates also chimed in.
“RhodeWorks’ use of tolling
is the wrong way to fund
transportation infrastructure and an
unprecedented use of the federal
exemption that is meant to repair
ailing bridges,” ATFI said in a
statement. “Gov. Raimondo is using
that lone exemption to create an
entire network of statewide tolls.
This has never been done before.
It’s not an innovative solution; it’s
bad policy.” LL
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Jonathan Lowe AUDIOBOOK REVIEWER

Looking back on the career
of sci-fi writer Harlan Ellison
Earlier this year, science fiction writer Harlan Ellison died
at the age of 84.
Never heard of him? Well, he did it all.
He wrote the most famous teleplay for “Star Trek,” “The
City at the Edge of Forever,” which is also an audiobook
memoir. He is credited with rescuing “Star Trek” from
cancellation during the first season by championing
the show.
His story “Demon with a Glass Hand” inspired “The
Terminator.” He wrote “I Have No Mouth, and I Must
Scream,” which is regarded as one of the finest sci-fi short
stories ever written and is also
an audiobook.
Both hated and loved by the
fans and critics who faced his
powerful personality, Ellison
wrote or edited more than 120
books and more than 1,700
stories, essays and articles, as
well as dozens of screenplays
and teleplays. He won numerous awards, including the
Edgar Award, Hugo Award, an Audie Award for Best Solo
Narration, and five Nebula Awards, breaking genre records.
He was named a grand master by the Science Fiction and
Fantasy Writers of America in 2006. He championed the
work of A.E. van Vogt and Jack Vance.
Ellison was well known for commentary and reporting
on TV, movies, and culture. He was a friend of Robin
Williams and was probably the only person alive who
could out-talk him, which may explain why Robin
loved him.
“Shirley Jackson: A Rather Haunted Life” is Ruth
Franklin’s biography of the author made famous for the
story “The Lottery,” a deceptively simple tale whose twist
ending astonished both critics and readers alike. Tons of
mail arrived in her small New England town post office
box, some of it conspiracy laden, as if Michael Jackson
had just been sighted moon walking on the moon. Was the
lottery real or fake, they asked.
Read by the aptly chosen and always engaging
Bernadette Dunne, the memoir of Jackson (1916–65)
covers her entire life, both personal and professional.
There are interesting little-known facts here, too, such as
her husband’s jealousy, infidelity, and domineering yet
admiring attitude (which mirrored her mother’s) leading to
her amphetamine and tranquilizer addiction.
From the grave, Jackson speaks to women in the current
120 LAND LINE

era, chronicling the exploitation and self-image struggles
of one incredibly talented writer known for understatement
and poetic insight into a cultural psyche now out in
the open, as violence and evil are no longer in hiding.
Haunting, indeed.
We tend today to think horror is most horrifying when
there are huge special effects applied. Monsters dispatched
with guns blazing. Not so. Real horror is subtle, and
multilayered. One thing goes askew, one floater in the
plot points to that iceberg beneath the dark waters just
when you realize it’s too late to maneuver around it. Less
is more, especially if there is much more there than you
thought. It is a must-hear. One of the best biographies ever.
“The Haunting of Hill House” from the publisher
(Blackstone): “Past the rusted gates and untrimmed
hedges, Hill House broods and waits. Four seekers have
come to the ugly, abandoned
old mansion: Dr. Montague,
an occult scholar looking for
solid evidence of the psychic
phenomenon called haunting;
Theodora, his lovely and
lighthearted assistant; Eleanor,
a lonely, homeless girl well
acquainted with poltergeists;
and Luke, the adventurous future heir of Hill House.
“At first, their stay seems destined to be merely a spooky
encounter with inexplicable noises and self-closing doors,
but Hill House is gathering its powers and will soon choose
one of them to make its own. This classic horror novel has
been hailed as a perfect work of unnerving terror.”
“There are few, if any, descriptive passages in the
English language that are finer than the opening to
‘Hill House,’” Stephen King said. “It is the sort of quiet
epiphany that every writer hopes for. Words that somehow
transcend the sum of the parts.”
“Hill House” has been optioned by Netflix for a
10-episode series to air sometime in late 2018. The original
movie didn’t have ghosts in it. The second version did,
plus humor and special effects. LL

Jonathan Lowe is an audiobook reviewer for Land Line, XM radio,
Cracker Barrel and Audiofile. A judge in the Audie awards and
VoiceArts awards, he is the award-winning author of two new
audiobook productions: “Awakening Storm” and “Postmarked
for Death.” His new ebook at Amazon is “Fugitive Visions and
Dangerous Flash Fiction.”
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Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
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By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to truck
driver David Platt who
recently made news
for tipping a waitress
$2,000. Yes, you heard that right.
According to local news
reports, Platt stopped off at the
4 Star Diner in Roland, Okla.,
where waitress Brenda Pearson
was working. Platt ordered a
cheeseburger and got to talking
with Pearson about her life and
her children. Apparently the
conversation made quite an
impact, because Platt left her a
$1,000 tip. That was stunning
enough, but an hour later he
came back, ordered some pie,
and left her another $1,000. Not
bad for a day’s work. Platt said
he got the impression from their
conversation that Pearson was
having a hard time, so he thought
he’d help out a little bit.
We’d say $2,000 is more than
just a little bit, and if the world had
more helpers like David Platt, it
would be a much better place.

Some belated, but much deserved,
ROSES to everyone involved with
the Warrior’s Weekend program. If
you are unfamiliar, the program
provides a weekend of fun and
relaxation for wounded veterans –
along with their spouses and
families – who are stationed at
military medical centers. The
organizers pay for everything for the
weekend, including airfare, hotel and
food. It’s an amazing program that
gives these heroes a well-deserved
break from the pain and hard work
of recovery.
There was a Warrior’s Weekend
back in May, and Jon Osburn was
there with the OOIDA tour truck,
the Spirit of the American Trucker.
Osburn – himself a decorated Navy
veteran – was overwhelmed by the
event, calling it one of “the top five

things I’ve done in my life.”
And if you’re aware of all of the
things Jon has accomplished in his
life, then you know that’s saying a lot.
ROSES to the state of Missouri for
a recently signed into law bill that
includes a provision banning roadside
inspections on highways in the state
with a posted speed limit greater
than 40 miles per hour. This just
seems like one of those “well, duh,”
commonsense regulations that should
have been on the books years ago,
but surprisingly Missouri is one of the
few to do it.
And even more surprising is the
fact that law enforcement agencies in
the state were against the new rule in
the first place. Especially when you
consider it only makes things safer for
them too. If trucks aren’t allowed to
park along the side of busy highways,
why should law enforcement be
allowed to conduct inspections there?
Here’s hoping more states follow
Missouri’s lead.
ROSES to truck driver Darren Phillips
of Richfield, Utah, for his quick
thinking and even quicker action that
likely saved the life of a Wyoming
Highway Patrol officer. Phillips was
rolling down I-80 near Green River

back in June when he saw that a
trooper had someone pulled over.
As he got closer, he saw the trooper
and the other man engaged in a
fierce struggle.
Phillips pulled over and rushed
toward the men to help. As he did,
the pair fell to the ground and the
trooper – spotting Phillips – yelled
“He’s going for my gun!” Phillips,
a Marine and Army National Guard
veteran, jumped in and put the
suspect in a choke hold. He and
the trooper managed to hold the
man down on the ground until
backup arrived and put him
in cuffs.
Hope the folks at Goodyear are
paying attention to this one for
the next round of Highway
Hero Awards.

RAZZBERRIES to
Rhode Island for their
trucks-only tolling
program. Yeah, we know,
we’ve given RAZZIES
to this before, but, honestly,
are there ever enough for this
misbegotten idea? Besides,
they finally went into effect
after multiple delays (gee, what
a shame) so they definitely
deserve some more.
This should really go without
saying, but we’re going to say it
again anyway: It’s not as though
trucks are the only ones using
those roads so why should
trucks be the only ones paying?
It’s just yet another example
of a state that views trucks
as nothing more than rolling
piggy banks heading down the
highway. Wonder how they’d like
it if those little piggies went to
market in another state?
This was just a bad move
from the get-go. And with legal
challenges still pending, here’s
hoping it will get going and be
gone sooner rather than later. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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