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OOIDA explains why the

‘driver shortage’
is a myth
The Association says the
problem is large ﬂeets’
inability to retain drivers.
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Lobbing truth bombs
I’m a big fan of debunking
myths and rumors. I love being
right. I mean, who doesn’t?
The thing about being right
is, more often than not we have
to shelve our own biases. We
have to forget what we’ve been
taught or heard countless times
and do a little bit of work to get
to the real, hardcore truth.
There’s a show on truTV called
“Adam Ruins Everything.” I
love the show. I’ll admit that at

There’s something
out there that shapes
opinions, leads the
masses to believe
in something for no
other reason than
they “heard” it.
Public relations.

times it makes me uncomfortable,
but it is an exercise in learning
the truth. For those who haven’t
watched it, comedian-turned-TVhost Adam Conover uses humor
and significant research to shine a
light on common misconceptions
and debunk false ideas and beliefs
that are common in the U.S.
For example, did you know that
the diamond engagement ring carries
no real significance and is the result
of an ad campaign back in 1938 by
De Beers? The campaign claimed
that the only way a “real man” can
show his love is with a diamond. The
campaign further convinced young
women that the ring was somehow
10 LAND LINE

integral to the romantic relationship.
Seriously, Adam debunks the
diamond engagement ring.
It probably didn’t shake anyone
to their moral core to learn that
one. The thing is, an ad campaign
designed to make money for De
Beers created a new norm. There
are plenty of “facts” like that we’re
just hardwired to believe. Take
for example George Washington’s
teeth. Truth is he had a set that
was made from human teeth,
and some sources point to the
possibility that they could have
been teeth extracted from slaves.
There are a lot of reasons we
believe things without challenge. It
can be because we were intentionally
manipulated through an advertising
campaign from long ago. It can
be because of a lack of historical
documentation to definitively prove
something one way or the other.
But there’s something more
that is as equally manipulative
out there that shapes opinions,
leads the masses to believe in
something for no other reason than
they “heard” it. Public relations.
Now I have PR colleagues who
do not employ nefarious tactics to
mislead the masses, but plenty do.
Like those at the American Trucking
Associations. Like it or not, they are
very good at spreading falsehoods
to the point that they are accepted as
truth. It’s been to the peril of drivers.
Enter the so-called driver shortage.
Associate Editor Mark Schremmer
takes on the myth and destroys it
with a hefty truth bomb. It starts on
Page 18. As changes in the industry
are pushed forward, especially
on hours of service, potentially

detention time compensation and
things like that, it’s imperative that
we keep pushing out the truth.
I’m sure it makes the ATA
uncomfy to routinely get factchecked, but that’s what it’s going
to take – setting the record straight
and doing so with intellectual truths.
While I’m talking about
associations, let me talk
about OOIDA a bit.
We kick off a new series in this
issue introducing you to the OOIDA
Board of Directors and some of the
inner workings of the Association.
Connecting you, the Association
members, our readers and potential
members, will show you more about
how the driver is always the first
thought in every move we make.
You’ll get to know more
about OOIDA’s new president,
Todd Spencer, on Page 38 and
new executive vice president,
Lewie Pugh, on Page 40.
We follow that up with a feature
by Contributing Editor-at-Large
John Bendel, who shadowed
OOIDA’s Washington, D.C., team
for a day. He was enlightened,
and I’m sure you will be too.
Finally, we’re gearing up
for OOIDA’s 45th anniversary
celebration. The Guilty By
Association Truck Show is
celebrating its 10th anniversary
too. So the Association has teamed
up with Bryan “Boss Man” Martin
and 4 State Trucks – home of the
Chrome Shop Mafia. They are
planning to throw one heck of a
party in September. Find out more
on Page 54, and plan on coming
out and joining in on the fun. LL
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Commentary
Government research should study
inefficiencies of government research
Earlier this year, the Transportation
Research Board’s Truck Size and Weight
Tyson Fisher
Limits Research Plan Committee released
STAFF WRITER
a report with an equally long-winded name,
“First Report: Candidate Research Topics; Framework for
Setting Priorities.” It is one of many government-funded
research papers on the topic.
This report is in response to a study that concluded there
needs to be more studies before coming to any reasonable
conclusion. More specifically, the U.S. Department of
Transportation released its Comprehensive Truck Size
and Weights Limit Study in April 2016. It concluded that
data was insufficient to recommend any type of regulatory
change.
That is certainly good news if you’re against an increase
in truck size and weight.
However, the U.S. DOT study highlights a deeper

issue when it comes to the inefficient, snail pace of the
government and government research.
At face value, you have a 2016 report calling for more
research, followed by a subsequent report responding to that
request. Nothing inefficient about that. But take a further
look inside the research board’s latest report, and you will
find some eyebrow-raising context.
Check out this excerpt:
“A preliminary list and description of research and
data needs and objectives in each of the five topical
areas (safety, enforcement, modal shift, bridges, and
pavement) derived from research from the 2016 U.S.
DOT study, the 2015 TRB committee review of that
study, earlier truck size and weight studies, and also
reflecting recent developments not considered in the
2016 U.S. DOT study.”
That excerpt only goes back to 2015, which is pretty

Hair testing is ‘scientifically
unreliable and discriminatory’
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association has maintained a clear message
that hair testing is scientifically unreliable
and should not be allowed in lieu of urinalysis for preemployment screenings of truck drivers.
But OOIDA isn’t the only group that holds this negative
view of hair testing.

Mark Schremmer
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

“Imagine being denied work – not
because of your qualifications or
work history, but because a drug test
required for employment comes back
positive for a drug you never used.”
– Ivan Espinoza-Madrigal

The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and Economic
Justice based out of Boston shares OOIDA’s opinion.
“Hair testing is scientifically unreliable and
discriminatory,” said Oren Sellstrom, the litigation director
for the Lawyers’ Committee.
Meanwhile, the Trucking Alliance has been reportedly
lobbying Congress to introduce legislation that would allow
12 LAND LINE

truckers to receive hair testing.
In 2017, several big fleets, including J.B. Hunt
Transport, Schneider National Carriers, Werner Enterprises,
Knight Transportation, Dupre Logistics and Maverick
Transportation, requested that the FMCSA grant an
exemption to allow them to use hair testing in lieu of
urinalysis for pre-employment screenings of truck drivers.
OOIDA spoke out against the exemption request at the
time, and so did the Lawyers’ Committee.
Ivan Espinoza-Madrigal of the Lawyers’ Committee
and Larry Willis of the Transportation Trades Department
teamed up to write an opinion piece against hair testing for
The Hill in 2017.
“Imagine being denied work – not because of your
qualifications or work history, but because a drug test
required for employment comes back positive for a drug
you never used,” Espinoza-Madrigal and Willis wrote.
“Now imagine learning that the test result could have been
influenced by the color and texture of your hair.
“Sadly, this isn’t a plot for a sci-fi movie.”
The article says several African-American Boston
Police officers lost jobs because of false positives from
department-required hair tests.
JULY 2018

COMMENTARy
recent. But what about those “earlier truck size and
weight studies?”
This part of the latest report gives you more eyerolling context:
“The committee reviewed the research
recommendations of the 2016 U.S. DOT study
and the TRB committee review of that study, the
U.S. DOT examinations of truck size and weight
limits published in 2000 (FHWA 2000) and 1981
(FHWA 1981), and earlier TRB committee studies,
including TRB Special Report 225, Truck Weight
Limits: Issues and Options (TRB 1990), and
especially TRB Special Report 267, Regulation
of Weights, Lengths, and Widths of Commercial
Motor Vehicles (TRB 2002), which reviewed truck
size and weight studies conducted up to 2002.”
Government research in 2018 is referencing a bunch of
similar studies conducted as far back as 1981.
What have we been doing in the nearly 40 years since?
Even the 2002 report is closing in on two decades now.
Truckers have been seeing this same song and dance
with truck parking. The Jason’s Law Survey has been

In 2013, six of those officers were reinstated by the
Massachusetts Civil Service Commission after they determined
the testing was unreliable. The following year, the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the First Circuit favored on the side of the police
officers.
In the Boston case, African-American officers were much
more likely to test positive for cocaine.
“The real issue with the scientific unreliability comes from
the failure of the test to be able to distinguish between external
contamination and ingestion. The hair test measures the presence
of drug and drug metabolites in the hair,” Sellstrom said. “But
the problem is that it doesn’t tell you how they got into the hair.
With cocaine, in particular, the existence of cocaine and cocaine
metabolites are quite common in the general environment. There
have been studies showing that 50 percent or more of dollar bills
have cocaine residue or particles on them. That can easily get
into hair by external means. So that is not a reliable indicator
that someone has actually ingested drugs. The risk of a false
positive is heightened for African-American individuals due to
the nature of their hair.”
Sellstrom said hair testing is unreliable in general and
especially for African-Americans. He added that relying on
hair testing alone to determine employment would be “highly
vulnerable to legal challenge.”
“If you’re trying to use it as the measure by which if someone
tests positive they are terminated or denied some kind of license,
that’s where it’s highly problematic and, in our view, illegal.” LL
JULY 2018

followed by more truck parking studies at the state and
regional level. There also will be a second version of that
survey. Clearly, one study is not enough.
To be fair, one study is not scientifically conclusive
and should be replicated. If we’re going to implement
costly regulations, we better make damn sure the evidence
supporting it is scientifically sound.
But at what point
are we just dragging
Truckers have been
our heels and
wasting time and
seeing this same
How long
song and dance with money?
after the first study is
truck parking.
too long? Or perhaps
how many studies
before the government reaches the conclusion it was after?
Research is absolutely necessary before passing any law
or regulation. After a certain point, research goes from
necessary to becoming an excuse for the government’s
lack of action.
Quit wasting our time and money and actually do
something! LL

THIS MONTH INTRuCKING HISTORy
JuLy 16, 1975
The movie “White Line Fever” was released. The
trucking film starring Jan-Michael Vincent follows an
independent truck driver who fights corruption in the
industry.
JuLy 1979
The first Walcott Truckers Jamboree was held at the
Iowa 80 Truck Stop as a “thank you” to customers.
The first event attracted hundreds of truck drivers.
Now, tens of thousands of drivers attend annually.
JuLy 2000
Then-U.S. Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, R-Colo.,
a former truck driver, took a break from politics to
go truckin’ for a few days and took OOIDA’s Todd
Spencer along. They hauled Budweiser products in
Colorado, making deliveries in Denver, Fort Collins
and Greeley.
JuLy 31, 2009
A report to Congress said that hundreds of
“reincarnated” motor carriers – both truck and
bus companies – had gone out of business to
avoid fixing safety problems or paying fines and
re-emerged under new identities. The report showed
1,073 potentially reincarnated trucking companies
during fiscal years 2007 and 2008.
LAND LINE 13
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
Land Line offers polls on its website at LandLineMag.com
to gauge truckers’ opinions on issues of interest. Here are
some recent polls and their results.

Have you changed the way you choose
loads since the ELD mandate went
into effect?
No, business as usual...........................................45%
Yes, but just slightly ..............................................14%
Yes, significantly ...................................................41%

Have receivers been better about getting
your truck unloaded and off the dock since
full enforcement of the ELD mandate went
into effect?
Yes, they have been on it ......................................... 1%
Yes, maybe a little.................................................12%
No, not that you would notice ...............................87%

Do you usually buy fuel at a truck stop
where you plan to spend the night?
Yes, usually ..........................................................38%
No, I usually have hours to drive before stopping..31%
No, I prefer not to park at truck stops ...................12%
No, the lot is usually full .......................................... 6%
No, I do not feel like I have to...............................13%

facebook.com/OOIDA
facebook.com/LandLineMag

FMCSA’s latest truck-involved
crash data reveals insignificance
of fatigue and side impacts
And a great big “We have been trying to tell you this for
years!” goes out to the FMCSA. All the regulations placed
on the trucking industry will not fix the problem. You
need to fix the noncommercial driving public.
Doug Hasner
They report 64 percent are caused by other vehicles, but
they want to mandate and regulate truck drivers to the
point of absolute absurdity.
Wimmer Baker
OOIDA bulletin addresses FMCSA’s new
guidance for ag haulers, personal conveyance
Finally! Thanks for some flexibility in this new inflexible
ELD world.
Ann Meotti
We have witnessed a miracle. FMSCA made a change
that helps drivers against the will of the ATA and the
various safety lobbies. OOIDA channeled our voices into
positive change. On to the next one.
Doug Smith
Driver shortage? OOIDA president
says there’s no such thing
I started driving long-haul in 1988. They said there was
a driver shortage back then. It’s bologna. There is no
driver shortage.
Fred Brooker
And they just keep trying to get rid of us older,
experienced drivers.

With fuel prices increasing, are you getting
resistance on charging a fuel surcharge or
increasing your rates?
Yes, no one want to pay more...............................39%
No, they understand it is the cost of business .......30%
Sort of. We haggle, but I am getting more ............31%

Which causes you more trouble, excessive
detention time at shippers’ docks or at
receivers’ dock?

Bob Starr
FMCSA suspends HOS regs for motor carriers
providing relief from Subtropical Storm Alberto
Why is it every time the government wants our help the
hours of service gets waived but if we want to go to a
child’s basketball game, “Oh, no, driver, you’re too tired
to drive 10 miles. You got to sleep for 10 hours before
you go home?”
Daniel Goble

Shippers’ dock .....................................................15%
Receivers’ dock....................................................21%
No difference .......................................................64%

FMCSA’s new guidance for ag haulers,
personal conveyance promotes flexibility
This is a step in the right direction, but it’s only a first
step. Much more needs to be done. Micromanaging
drivers will never lead to increases in safety. Draconian
HOS regs don’t make safe drivers.
Thomas Whitfield

Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click
in one of the circles to indicate the answer that best ﬁts your
opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you upto-date results, with your opinion included.

Lawmaker criticizes FMCSA for not including
behind-the-wheel hours in driver training rule
I think someone other than the trainer should be the one
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Continued on Page 86
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FEDUP ANALYSIS

OOIDA explains why the

‘driver shortage’
is a myth
large ﬂeets’ inability to retain drivers.
f you watched FMCSA
Administrator Ray Martinez’s
testimony during a House
Transportation Committee hearing on
May 22, you heard the term “driver
shortage” thrown around more than a
dozen times.
Both lawmakers and Martinez
continued to discuss the industry’s
lack of drivers and what could be
GRQHWR¿[WKHSUREOHP
Some lawmakers have gone
as far as supporting
a bill in Congress that
would allow men
and women

I

as young as 18 years old drive in
interstate commerce in order to help
¿OOWKHYRLG
Meanwhile, the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association’s
stance on the driver shortage is a little
different.
There isn’t one, OOIDA says.
Although American Trucking
Associations say there is a current
shortage of more than 50,000 truck
drivers and that the shortage could
increase to about 160,000 in 10 years,
OOIDA points to the number of
commercial driver’s licenses issued
each year.
$FFRUGLQJWR¿JXUHVUHOHDVHGE\
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, there are
449,000 new entry-level
CDL holders and 98,000

“It’s simple math,” OOIDA
President Todd Spencer said.
According to the OOIDA
Foundation, the facts demonstrate that
there are more trucks on the road than
there is freight to haul.
The Foundation cites:
QAn article in the August 2016 issue
of Journal of Commerce that says
trucking, especially the truckload
segment of the industry, suffers
from overcapacity;
QDerek Leathers, the CEO of
Werner Enterprises, admitted
in an October 2017 article for
Truckinginfo.com that the carrier
had received more than 100,000
truck driver applications in the
summer of 2017 alone;
QSwift Transportation eliminated
more than 1,600 trucks from its

.
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By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

That’s why OOIDA says the real issue
is about turnover and large ﬂeets’
inability to retain drivers. According
to the ATA’s Trucking Activity Report,
the turnover rate for large ﬂeets was
at 94 percent for the ﬁrst quarter of
2018. Historically, the turnover rate
has often hovered around 100 percent.
“Ninety percent turnover of drivers
means you actually had two for 90
percent of the drivers,” Spencer said.
“One hundred percent, means that
you had two drivers for every driver
position. That’s simple math. If you
get any take-away from that all, it’s
that there are too many. These are just
raw numbers.”
In late May, Spencer discussed the
topic during a segment on the Fox
Business show “Varney & Co.”
Stuart Varney, the show’s host,
opened the segment by saying the
trucking industry ended last year
with a shortfall of 51,000 drivers.
Spencer quickly pointed out that
trucking companies that pay and treat
their drivers well do not have any
difﬁculties ﬁnding people who want
to work for them.
“The dilemma that you talk about
with a shortage, we’ve been hearing
that for 25 years, and it kind of speaks
to the economic dysfunction that
has become the norm for a certain
segment of trucking,” Spencer said.
“Private carriers – shippers that
haul their own goods – they have no
shortage of drivers. LTL companies,
they have no shortage of drivers. The
characteristics of those companies are
that they pay their drivers well and
they have good working conditions,
so drivers come and stay.”
Spencer said the real issue is some
trucking companies’ inability to
prevent turnover.
“In actual numbers, there isn’t any
(truck driver shortage),” Spencer
said. “I think you mentioned a 51,000
shortage. Each year, over 400,000
JULY 2018

“It’s more proﬁtable
for them to churn and
burn drivers and to
continuously recruit
than do what is
needed to retain.”
– OOIDA President Todd Spencer

new drivers receive CDLs. These are
new people who pursue careers in
trucking. They don’t last very long.
“Workers will come to jobs that
actually have a future. So much of
trucking is for-hire, publicly traded
companies and the mantra with all
of those companies is to increase
productivity and lower cost of labor.
That has applied to drivers through
the decades. Real incomes for truck
drivers are less than half than what
they would be adjusted with the
consumer price index over the last
two-and-a-half decades. That’s the
real issue, and that’s the real issue that
has to be dealt with if you want to
correct the problem.”
According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the 2017 median pay for
heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers
was $42,480 per year.
“There are a lot (of truck drivers)
who work for less than $50,000,
and they work really, really hard,”
Spencer said. “The typical work week
for a truck driver is 70-80 hours, and
drivers basically work around the
schedules of everyone else. Their time
is not their own. They work 70-80
hours, and there are usually another
20-30 hours each week that you spend
just waiting to load or unload. That’s
part of the economic dysfunction that
makes this an occupation that people
don’t want to pursue as a career. And
it’s nutty.

“The most important person in
trucking is the person behind the
wheel, and that’s the one who
virtually always gets short shrift
throughout the supply chain.”
Varney, who began the segment by
attempting to blame the lack of truck
drivers on marijuana use, conceded
that $50,000 isn’t a lot of money for
what the job entails.
“I take your point, Todd,” Varney
said. “I’m not sure I would want
to work all those hours in difﬁcult
situations facing heavy trafﬁc and
all those rules and regulations for
$50,000 a year. I take your point.”
Spencer ended the segment by
highlighting that an increase in
regulations also has been driving
many experienced and safe drivers
out of the industry.
“The regulations have made it even
worse,” he said. “Under the guise of
safety, we have experienced drivers
– million-mile safe drivers – that are
saying ‘the heck with it. This isn’t
worth it. I’ll ﬁnd something else to
do.’ And that’s happening all across
the country.”
To correct the problem, it will
require many changes in the industry.
That includes putting a value on a
driver’s time.
“Realistically, the pay and beneﬁts
and working conditions don’t come
up close to offsetting the sacriﬁces
and the hardships for the actual
work that is required,” Spencer said.
“The clear economic reality is that
a big percentage of motor carriers
are not interested in making the
kind of investment that they really
need to make in the driver work
force to actually sustain and retain
experienced drivers.
“And these are economic
calculations. It’s more proﬁtable for
them to churn and burn drivers and to
continuously recruit than do what is
needed to retain.” LL
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OOIDA bulletin addresses FMCSA’s new guidance
for ag haulers, personal conveyance
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association issued a bulletin
in June to inform its members about
the new guidance from federal
regulators affecting hours-of-service
exemptions for ag haulers and drivers
who use their commercial vehicles for
personal conveyance.
In a bulletin sent to its more than
160,000 members, the Association
outlined the changes to the guidance
on agricultural transporters who use
the 150 air-mile exemption, as well as

agricultural commodity or returning
from a delivery point;
n Drivers engaged in trips beyond 150
air-miles from the source of the
agricultural commodity;
n Determining the “source” of
agricultural commodities under the
exemptions; and
n how the exception applies when
agricultural commodities are loaded
at multiple sources during a trip.

The agricultural commodities
guidance focuses exclusively on the
150 air-mile exemption to hours of
service. The guidance does
not expand the definition of
“It shows a willingness that the agency
agricultural commodity from
can adapt … and that they want to
what is already defined in
address some of the shortcomings of
CFR 395.2 as “any
the mandate. We’re hopeful that they
agricultural commodity,
will continue doing that on a bigger and nonprocessed food, feed,
fiber or livestock.”
broader spectrum when it comes to
Under the new guidance,
hours of service.”
the exemption applies to
Ð Jay Grimes, OOIDAÕs director of federal affairs
unladen vehicles as well as
to those under load if that
significant changes to personal
vehicle
is
on a trip to a source to pick
conveyance use. The Federal Motor
up
a
load
or
making a return trip
Carrier Safety Administration
following
delivery.
All of this is
announced the guidance changes
contingent on the sole purpose of the
during a conference call on May 31.
trip being to deliver or pick up
Jay Grimes, OOIDA’s director of
agricultural commodities and does not
federal affairs, said the new guidance
involve any other cargo. OOIDA was
provides “relief in the wake of the
one of several groups to file comments
ELD mandate.
in support of this interpretation of
“It shows a willingness that the
the guidance.
agency can adapt … and that they
The guidance further clarifies that
want to address some of the
the
exemption applies to trips that
shortcomings of the mandate,” Grimes
exceed
150 air-miles from the source.
said in an interview with Land Line
Upon crossing the 150 air-mile point,
Now. “We’re hopeful that they will
the hours-of-service rules would apply
continue doing that on a bigger and
for the duration of the trip to the
broader spectrum when it comes to
destination and would be in effect
hours of service.”
until the driver returned within the
The agricultural commodity
150 air-mile radius in which the
guidance clarifies use of the
trip began.
150 air-miles HOS exemption and its
The new personal conveyance
applications in the following areas:
guidance allows truck drivers to use
their vehicles to not only get to and
n Drivers operating unladen vehicles
traveling either to pick up an
from work but to get somewhere safe
20 LAND LINE

to rest, regardless of whether or not
the vehicle is under load.
If a driver ends up detained at a
shipper or receiver and runs out of
hours, the new personal conveyance
guidance would give that driver the
ability to use personal conveyance to
move to a safe location.
Other examples of appropriate use
of personal conveyance include being
asked to move a vehicle by law
enforcement when the driver is in a
rest break. FMCSA officials say the
agency purposefully did not define
“safe parking” in the guidance or issue
specifics about the length of time or
distance a driver could travel in
searching for a “reasonable place
to park.”
The guidance also outlines other
appropriate uses for personal
conveyance, including, but not limited
to, these examples:
n Time spent traveling from a driver’s
en route lodging (such as a motel or
truck stop) to restaurants and
entertainment facilities;
n Authorized use of a CMV to travel
home after working at an offsite
location;
n Commuting between the driver’s
terminal and his or her residence,
between trailer drop lots and the
driver’s residence, and between
work sites and his or her residence.
In these scenarios, the commuting
distance combined with the release
from work and start to work times
must allow the driver enough time to
obtain the required restorative rest
as to ensure the driver is not
fatigued;
n Time spent traveling to a nearby,
reasonable, safe location to obtain
required rest after loading or
unloading;
n Moving a CMV at the request of a
safety official during the driver’s
off-duty time; and
n Time spent transporting personal
property while off-duty. LL
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Lawmaker knocks FMCSA for not including
behind-the-wheel hours in driver training rule

© iStockphoto.com/Blondsteve

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton,
D-D.C., said she doesn’t understand
how the FMCSA’s entry-level driver
training rule doesn’t include a
minimum number of behind-the-wheel
hours.
Holmes Norton criticized the
agency during a House Transportation
Committee hearing in May. A minimum number of driving
hours was omitted from the FMCSA’s driver training rule
that was issued in 2016.
“The agency failed to advance a critical recommendation
from the rulemaking to require a minimum number of hours
of behind-the-wheel training.
“This is graduation season. In order to graduate from
college or high school, you have to have a number of
hours. That’s how we know whether you were educated in
the subject, whether you were trained. I don’t see how we
can fail to require the same for people who get behind the
wheel in the largest vehicles on the road.”
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The driver training rule, which was published Dec. 7,
2016, will become effective in 2020. Instead of including a
minimum number of training hours, the FMCSA opted for a
proficiency-based approach. The trainers will be required to
check off on a list of skills as each is mastered.
As part of the negotiated rulemaking, FMCSA formed a
committee of 26 industry stakeholders and charged them
to develop the recommended framework for the final rule
on driver training. Twenty-four of the 26 members of the
negotiated rulemaking committee agreed that 30 hours of
behind-the-wheel training should be required. American
Trucking Associations and the National Association
of Small Trucking Companies opposed any number of
required hours behind the wheel.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association,
which took part in the negotiated rulemaking, has long
supported including a minimum number of driver training
hours. In December 2016, OOIDA, along with Advocates
for Highway and Auto Safety, the Truck Safety Coalition,
and Citizens for Reliable and Safe Highways, filed a
petition for reconsideration of the final rule. LL
Managing Editor Jami Jones contributed to this report.
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FMCSA’s Martinez quizzed about
ELD mandate at House hearing
“The same goes for the California private company
Rail Delivery Service.
“Is FMCSA going to give (small-business truckers
and ag retailers) the same good treatment they gave
Hollywood film studios and grant these exemption
requests?”
Martinez said that the agency was still reviewing the
individual exemption requests.
“All of these requests for exemptions are evaluated
on their own,” he said. “Many of these are still
pending. It’s unfortunate that it is taking so long to
evaluate them, but they are all evaluated on their own
merit. The trucking industry is very segmented. Many
of them have specific issues and concerns. When
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor
looking at a request for a waiver or exemption, it is
geared toward when you will be able to come into
Rep. Brian Babin, R-Texas, asked for small-business
compliance.”
trucking fleets with excellent safety records to be
Other lawmakers pressed Martinez on creating some
afforded the same exemption from FMCSA’s electronic
flexibility within the hours of service and creating
logging mandate that was given to the Motion Picture
consequences for shippers and receivers who make
Association of America during a House Transportation
truck drivers wait for extended periods.
Committee hearing on May 22.
Rep. Bob Gibbs, R-Ohio, said he is
FMCSA Administrator
hearing
from his constituents that there
Ray Martinez met with the
“Is FMCSA going to give
must be some provisions in the hours
committee for more than an
(small-business truckers of service for such incidents as bad
hour to discuss current topics in
and ag retailers) the
weather or an accident on the highway.
the trucking industry, including
“Has FMCSA given any thought
the implementation of laws from
same good treatment
to making any changes beyond the
2015’s FAST Act.
they gave Hollywood film
arbitrary hours limits to give more
One of the most popular
studios
and
grant
these
flexibility for the drivers because
topics during the hearing was
there’s an accident on the road and
exemption requests?”
the electronic logging mandate,
they pull off? Is there a way they can
which went into effect in
– Rep. Brian Babin, R-Texas
get more flexibility?” Gibbs asked
December and began being fully
Martinez.
enforced in April.
In April, Babin introduced the REST Act, HR5417,
Babin pointed out that while FMCSA has called the
which would allow truckers to pause the 14-hour
ELD mandate a safety issue it has granted numerous
on-duty clock for a single period of up to three
exemption requests or waivers to such groups as the
hours. Although Martinez didn’t mention Babin’s bill
Truck Rental and Leasing Association, Old Dominion
specifically, he said the agency is open to the idea
Freight Lines, agriculture haulers, livestock and
of increasing flexibility within the hours-of-service
insect haulers, the Motion Picture Association of
regulation.
America, and Rail Delivery Service Inc. Babin then
“I believe a great first step is these electronic logging
asked if FMCSA planned to grant OOIDA’s fivedevices because now we’re all on a level playing
year exemption request for small business truckers
field,” Martinez said. “We have to all admit that paper
with excellent safety records or to include agriculture
logs were fudged in the past. Electronically, there’s less
retailers in the 150-mile farm exemption.
susceptibility to that. Now, let’s look at hours of service
“The Motion Picture Association of America doesn’t
and see whether some modifications – not by extending
have to worry about ELDs for five years,” Babin said.
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DeFazio added that he wants to
create a public database of which
shippers and receivers make
drivers wait in detention time.
the hours – can create some flexibility in the
current rules. We are engaging with stakeholders
and safety advocates to see what would be
acceptable.”
Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., stressed the
importance of holding shippers and receivers
responsible for making drivers wait hours at the
dock.
“An issue that I think causes a lot of problems
in the industry is detention time,” DeFazio said.
“If you study economics, there is something
called ‘external diseconomy.’ I dump my waste
into the river, and someone else has to clean it up.
Someone else has to pay for it. I saved money,
and I dumped it out. So we have some warehouses
where drivers have no predictability, and they’re
on the clock. ‘Sorry. You’re going to have to sit
there, because we’re busy right now.’”
DeFazio added that he wants to create a public
database of which shippers and receivers make
drivers wait in detention time.
“We could actually have a marketplace solution,
because drivers would say that ‘I’m not going
there. Everyone has to wait five hours there.’
That could create some corrective action for the
receivers.”
OOIDA wasn’t asked to testify at the hearing,
but the Association said it was pleased by
comments from such lawmakers as Babin and
DeFazio.
“Although OOIDA wasn’t invited to testify, we
welcomed remarks from Rep. Peter DeFazio, the
full committee’s ranking Democrat, on issues such
as the need to address detention time,” said Collin
Long, OOIDA’s director of government affairs.
“We’re also glad Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton
(representing Washington, D.C.), the highways
and transit subcommittee’s ranking Democrat,
reminded everyone in the room that groups like
OOIDA should have been invited to participate.
It should also be noted that Rep. Brian Babin
continues to show support for small-business
truckers and their concerns, particularly regarding
the electronic logging mandate.” LL
JULY 2018

LAND LINE 23

FEDUP

FMCSA chief says registry website
will be back in a Ômatter of monthsÕ

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

FMCSA Administrator Ray Martinez
told lawmakers in May that it will be a
“matter of months” before the agency’s
National Registry of Certified Medical
Examiners website returns to full
functionality.
The FMCSA leader’s remarks during
a House Transportation Committee
hearing on May 22 marked the first
time the agency publicly provided any
timeline regarding the website’s return
since it was taken down after a security

breach on Dec. 1. As of press time,
the website still hadn’t returned to full
functionality.
Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Ill., inquired
about the incident and asked Martinez
when the site would be up and
running.
“There was an unauthorized attempt
to access the national registry,”
Martinez said. “The way it was
described to me was that somebody
attempted to get in the front door. They
were able to get in the screen door, but
they weren’t able to get into the system
itself so they weren’t able to access
any personal identifiable information.
But, nevertheless, that was a clear sign
for us that we have to be careful.”
The national registry website
provides commercial motor vehicle
drivers with a list of certified
medical examiners who can conduct
Department of Transportation

physicals. The agency added a
search tool, but there still have been
complications for certified medical
examiners. Although they have been
able to conduct DOT physicals, the
outage has created an enormous
backlog of examination results that are
waiting to be uploaded.
Based on the number of DOT
physicals conducted in previous
years, the backlog was estimated to be
approaching 2 million as of press time.
Martinez said the agency is working
with its information technology
department and outside vendors to
assure the new website will be safe
from cyber attacks.
“It will be a matter of months,”
Martinez said in late May. “We are
making progress and receiving updates
every day.”
Davis asked the agency to work as
fast as possible. LL

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and Puritan Life
Insurance Company of America of Austin, TX*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 11823 Winston-Salem, NC 27116.
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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Reps. Gianforte, Peterson introduce bipartisan ELD relief bill
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

A bill aiming to bring relief to truckers from the mandate
requiring electronic logging devices has been referred
to the U.S. House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure. Introduced by Reps. Greg Gianforte,
R-Mont., and Collin Peterson, D-Minn., the Small
Carrier Electronic Logging Device Exemption Act of
2018, HR5948, would completely exempt businesses that
operate 10 or fewer trucks from the requirements of the
ELD mandate.
“Electronic logging devices are another layer of
unnecessary red tape that continues to tie up truckers and
puts livestock and Montana livelihoods at risk,” Gianforte
said in a news release announcing the bill on May 24.
“This measure is a step in the right direction as we reduce
the burden this mandate places on Montana’s small
trucking operations, farmers and ranchers.”
In the same news release, Peterson is quoted as saying
the legislation would “eliminate costly and timeconsuming regulations for small trucking companies and
individual owner-operators, which constitute much of the
rural trucking industry.”
In addition to Peterson and Gianforte, the bill also has
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the support of Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa.
Collin Long, OOIDA’s director of government affairs,
says the number of champions for small-business truckers
in Congress continues to grow.

“We appreciate that there are members in
Congress who are paying attention to the
concerns of small business truckers. It’s proofpositive that congressional outreach can yield
positive results.”
– Collin Long, OOIDA’s director of government affairs

“We appreciate that there are members in Congress
who are paying attention to the concerns of smallbusiness truckers,” Long said. “It’s proof-positive that
congressional outreach can yield positive results.”
Long said that introducing an ELD relief bill is “an
important initial step” but more work remains.
“Now we’ll focus our efforts on getting more bipartisan
support,” he said. “That’s where OOIDA members and our
D.C. team need to work together on outreach. Truckers
need to continue to call their lawmakers and tell them why
ELDs don’t work and why relief is still necessary.” LL
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Four states move forward
with road funding plans

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Legislators in multiple states
made progress this year in
their pursuit for new revenue
to cover road and bridge work.
Among the options considered
are higher fuel tax rates, vehicle
fees and bonds.

Colorado
Gov. John Hickenlooper has signed
into law a bill to pay for transit,
road and bridge projects throughout
the state.
“This bill certainly doesn’t
cover all the projects we need to
tackle but is a great start and one
of the largest commitments to
transportation from the general
fund,” Hickenlooper said at the bill
signing ceremony.
The approved deal was promoted
as helping the state address a
10-year, $9 billion backlog in
transportation needs.
About $645 million in one-time
transportation appropriations will
be allotted over the next two years.
The infusion of revenue will come
from the state’s general fund.
The Colorado Department of
Transportation will receive 70
percent of the funds. The remaining
26 LAND LINE

30 percent will be split among
local road projects, local transit and
multimodal projects.
Also included in the deal is a
20-year investment of general fund
money in bonds.
Specifically, the plan calls for
purchasing $2.34 billion in bonds
for transportation work. The state
would owe up to $3.25 billion in
borrowing over two decades.
Most of the bond money –
85 percent – would be allotted to
state highway projects. Transit
would claim 15 percent.
In addition, a public vote is
authorized on whether to tap bonds
to pay for transportation work.
Passage of the fall 2019 ballot
question would allow the state to
borrow the additional $2.3 billion
in bonds.
The question would be removed
from next year’s ballot if petition
drives being pursued by outside
groups are approved on the
upcoming November ballot.
One effort calls for raising the
state’s sales tax to generate up to
$1 billion annually for roads. A
separate attempt would use
general funds to sell bonds to
raise $3.5 billion.

Arizona
A new law allows the state to
collect a “highway safety fee.” The
new fee collected on all vehicles
will take effect Jan. 1.
The new law calls for the
collection of an annual fee when
owners renew their vehicle

registration. The new fee is
expected to free up transportation
money for roads that has gone to
support the highway patrol.
Troopers now get money mostly
from the state’s general fund and
the highway fund. The new fee
is expected to fully cover costs
to fund the Department of Public
Safety.
The new law also permits the
Arizona DOT director to set the
vehicle fee amount each year.
In addition, alternative-fuel
vehicle owners will no longer
receive a tax break from the state.
The change also applies to large
trucks that run on alternative fuel.
Fees for affected vehicles are
estimated to increase by about
$1,000 each year.

Maryland
Gov. Larry Hogan has signed into
law a bill to route more money
to counties and municipalities for
road projects. All fuel tax revenue
now is required to be held in the
Transportation Trust Fund.
Municipalities’ share of revenue
via the state’s fuel tax will be
increased by as much as 2.8
percent. Local governments could
only use their share of highway
user revenues for authorized
purposes related to transportation
infrastructure construction and
maintenance.
The new law also changes the
way the Maryland DOT allocates
fuel tax revenue. Specifically,
Continued on Page 31
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States adopt new rules
on use of license plate readers
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

State officials around the country
continue to pursue and adopt rules
that cover the practice of tracking
drivers’ movements through
automatic license plate readers.
The devices are mounted on police
vehicles, road signs or traffic lights.
High-tech cameras capture the
date, time and location of vehicles.
The data are used in some capacity
by about 600 local and state
police departments and other state
and federal agencies, according
to the American Civil Liberties
Union. Private businesses, such as
repossession companies and vehicle
insurance companies, also use the
technology, which can capture about
1,800 images per minute.
The technology has flaws.
Conditions such as bad weather, poor
lighting, dirt on plates, and even
background colors can result in
false matches.
Critics say using the scanners
amounts to warrantless searches.
The Wall Street Journal previously
reported the federal government
has tracked the location of millions
of vehicles. The practice has been
carried out without a warrant or
public notice of the policy.
Supporters say the scanners
are not intended to infringe on
peoples’ privacy.
To date, at least 16 states have
enacted rules relating to the use
of plate readers. Among the
group, seven states have restricted
government or law enforcement use
of the technology. There are 10 states
that limit how long data may be
kept, and four states specify that data
is exempt under public records laws.
Recent statehouse activity on the
issue is listed below.
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Georgia
Gov. Nathan Deal has signed into
law a bill to require law enforcement
agencies in Georgia that obtain
license plate information through
automatic license plate readers to
destroy unused data after 30 months.
Until now, state law has not
limited how long data may be kept
by law enforcement agencies.
Previously HB79, the new law
permits agencies to retain data
for a longer period if it is part of
an ongoing investigation or a toll
violation. Data also can be shared
between agencies.
Rep. Paulette Rakestraw, R-Hiram,
said the change strengthens the
state’s privacy laws and protects
citizens from having their license
plate information stored
indefinitely or be subject to open
records requests.

Nebraska
A new law provides criteria for who
can use plate readers.
LB93 permits government entities
to use the technology only to
identify vehicles that are associated
with a missing person, registered

to someone with an outstanding
warrant, relevant to an ongoing
criminal investigation, or reported
as stolen.
Parking enforcement agencies
also may use plate readers to track
outstanding parking or traffic
violations, assist weigh stations, or
collect tolls.
Captured data must be purged
within 180 days unless it is used
as evidence or is the subject of a
warrant, subpoena or court order.
“Protecting the privacy rights of
our citizens should be one of the
government’s highest concerns,”
Sen. Matt Hansen, D-Lincoln, said in
previous remarks.

New Jersey
An effort is underway to prohibit
unauthorized use of data collected
via automatic license plate readers.
Assemblyman Benjie
Wimberly, D-Bergen/Passaic,
has said that while the data can
help law enforcement agencies
quickly locate and apprehend
criminals, “the collection of
massive amounts of information
regarding people’s whereabouts
raises privacy concerns.”
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His bill, A1137, would authorize
punishment of up to six months in
jail and/or a fine of up to $1,000
for employees of law enforcement
agencies that use or access collected
data without authorization.
Agencies using license plate readers
would be required to submit an annual
report to the state attorney general.
County prosecutors or the attorney
general also would be responsible to
do an annual audit of each agency’s
use of the devices.
Wimberly’s bill is in the Assembly
Law and Public Safety Committee.
The Senate version, S1785, is in the
Senate Law and Public
Safety Committee.
One more bill, A199, would limit
data retention to 48 hours.
It is in the Assembly Law and
Public Safety Committee.

Pennsylvania
The House voted unanimously to
advance a bill to restrict the state’s
use of plate readers. It now moves to
the Senate.
Pennsylvania law already permits
police, parking authorities and some
entities not associated with law
enforcement access to the
scanner data.
HB1811 would specify who may
use plate readers, how data may be
collected, and the length of time data
may be kept.
Sponsored by Reps. Greg Rothman,
R-Cumberland, and Robert Matzie,
D-Ambridge, the bill says vehicle
data could be kept for up to one year.
At that time, captured data must
be destroyed.
Data collected prior to the

bill’s passage would have to be
destroyed within 60 days of the bill’s
effective date.
Rothman has said the data
collected is an invaluable tool for
law enforcement. He said the bill
helps ensure the information of
Pennsylvanians is kept private if they
are doing nothing wrong.
“The current technology of
automated license readers is being
used,” Rothman previously testified.
“This is a new chapter in the vehicle
code that will restrict how that
data can be used by governmental
agencies. Heretofore, this bill will put
in place limits that have not been
in place.”
The bill is in the Senate
Transportation Committee. LL

OOIDA’s STATEWATCH
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

We know you don’t have time to keep
up with all the legislative action. That’s
why your Association keeps a close
watch on the action for you.
Here you will find a midsummer
roundup of some significant happenings from around
the country.
For a complete rundown of state legislation, visit
LandLineMag.com and click on “Legislative Watch”
under the “Important Info” tab.

LOUISIANA
HB308 revises state law that covers the minimum
requirements for large vehicle following distances.
Louisiana law has stated that “a driver shall not follow
another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and
prudent.” Specific to trucking, the rule defines the
distance as within 400 feet on a highway. The new law
permits platooning trucks to travel within the restricted
distance between vehicles. The rule change does not
apply to platoons operating on a two-lane highway.
HCR3 creates a task force to study sources of
revenue for repair of parish roads damaged by
commercial haulers of oilfield and agricultural
products.

Pennsylvania
The Senate voted unanimously to advance a bill to
authorize law enforcement to issue tickets for failure
to clear vehicles of snow and ice. Truck operators
would be excused if they are on their way to a facility
to remove accumulated snow or ice. In addition,
SB435 would prohibit issuing violations if compliance
would cause the trucker to violate any federal or
state law or regulation regarding workplace safety or
if it would be a health or safety threat. The bill is in
the House Transportation Committee.
A package of bills in the House are intended
to clear up inconsistencies in laws governing
operation of the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge
Commission. HB649 would grant the Pennsylvania
governor veto power over actions of the state’s
commissioners. HB650 would give the governor
10 days to invoke veto power over any actions by
an individual commissioner. HB651 would require
an annual financial and management audit of the
commission by Pennsylvania’s auditor general and
his New Jersey counterpart. HB652 would allow for
gubernatorial veto of actions by the commission and
would require an annual financial and management
audit of the commission by the auditor general and
his New Jersey counterpart.
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Michigan
Multiple bills focus on costs related to vehicle damage
caused by potholes. HB5815-5817 are intended to
simply efforts for drivers to file claims for reimbursement
from the state.
HB5817 would increase the amount the state can
reimburse a driver for pothole-related damages to
$5,000 – up from $1,000. Higher reimbursements are
possible now only through lawsuit.
HB5816 would limit the maximum response time for
repairs to seven days.
HB5815 would require the Michigan DOT to create a
website for the public to track where and when potholes
have been identified.
The second group, HB5969-HB5971, would create
refundable tax credits to help cover vehicle repair
expenses related to potholes.

MINNESOTA
Gov. Mark Dayton has again vetoed a bill that covers
protesters who obstruct traffic access to a highway,
airport or public transit. State law now permits such
actions to carry up to 90 days in jail and a $1,000 fine.
HF390 called for raising the penalty for obstructing
access to one year in jail and/or up to a $3,000 fine.
The governor vetoed a similar effort in 2017.

MICHIGAN
One bill on the governor’s desk targets left-lane
laggards. State law specifies that anyone driving
slower than the normal speed of traffic must stay in the
right lane, except to pass or turn left. HB1595 would
eliminate the speed language in the rule. Instead, the
bill prohibits continuous operation in the left lane of
multilane roadways when impeding traffic.

OKLAHOMA
Gov. Mary Fallon has signed into law a bill to revise
the state’s left-lane-use rules. State law already limits
left-lane use on highways with at least two lanes of
traffic in the same direction. Statute specifies that
drivers are required to stay to the right unless passing
or preparing to turn left. Previously HB3290, the new
law specifies roadways within the city limits of a
municipality are not covered by the lane-use rule, as
long as such roadways are not part of the interstate
highway system. LL
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Four states move forward with road funding plans
From Page 26

the agency will provide to local
governments capital grants based
on the amount of revenue in the
roads account.
The rule change takes effect at
the beginning of fiscal year 2020.

Missouri
Missouri voters will decide in
November whether they want
to tax themselves to help cover
transportation-related costs.
The state’s DOT has said there
is an $825 million gap in annual
road and bridge funding. In an
effort to help address the issue, the
Missouri General Assembly has
agreed to give voters the final say
on whether the state’s 17 cents per
gallon fuel tax should be increased
by a dime.
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The legislative action follows
the advice of a 23-member
task force of state officials and
private citizens who this year
released transportation funding
recommendations to the General
Assembly. Among the options
touted by the group was raising
the state’s fuel tax rate by 10 cents
for gas and 12 cents for diesel.
If approved by voters, the state’s
fuel rate would increase by
2.5-cent increments over four
years. The tax rate would be
raised to 27 cents by July 2022.
The state’s fuel tax pays for
road and bridge work, but it also
supports the Missouri Highway
Patrol.
Approval by voters would route
new revenue from the tax increase
into a fund dedicated to troopers.

Advocates say the change will
free up revenues from the current
tax rate that are routed to the
Highway Patrol to instead go to
roads and bridges.
Among the concerns voiced by
opponents is the amount of the tax
increase, and taking the decision
about how much tax revenue the
Highway Patrol receives out of the
hands of lawmakers.
When fully implemented, the
state estimates the rate increase
would raise $293 million annually
for DOT-operated roads and
$128 million for local roads.
OOIDA Manager of
Government Affairs Mike
Matousek has said the Association
believes increasing the fuel tax is
the most equitable way to generate
additional revenue. He adds that
a fuel tax increase is the only
realistic option for the state. LL
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Effort to repeal vehicle tax and fee increases moves forward

RHODE ISLAND

Truck-only toll collection begins with two gantries on I-95

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

A bid in California to void last year’s vehicle tax and
fee increases appears poised to be added to the statewide
ballot.
Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law a year ago a
10-year, $52 billion transportation funding deal to
benefit state and local roads, trade corridors and public
transit. Senate Bill 1
passed the Democratled statehouse without
a vote to spare.
As of Nov. 1,
2017, the diesel tax
increased by 20 cents
and the gas tax increased by 12 cents. Other vehicle fees
in the deal went up Jan. 1, including an increase from
4 percent to 5.75 percent in sales tax applied to diesel
purchases.
The additional taxes and fees do not end there.
Another 7.5-cent gas tax increase is scheduled to occur
in July 2019.
All tax and fee rates also are slated to be indexed to
inflation.
Since last fall, a Republican-led group gathered

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

After much delay, the Rhode Island Department of
Transportation has begun truck-only toll collection at
the first two gantries along Interstate 95. Toll collection
was originally slated for December 2017 before being
pushed to March and then again to the end of May.
The first two
locations began
Another 12 toll gantries collecting tolls on June
are scheduled to go
11. Gantries are
live within the next 18 between Hopkinton and
Exeter. One toll is
months along I-95,
approximately 1 mile
I-195, I-295, U.S. Route north of Exit 2
6, state Route 146 and (Hopkinton/Hope
Valley) for the Wood
state Route 1.
River Valley Bridge on
the Richmond/Hopkinton line. The second toll is
approximately 3 miles south of Exit 5 (Route 102) for
the Tefft Hill Trail Bridge and Baker Pines Bridge near
the Exeter/Richmond line.
Toll prices vary slightly between the two gantries.
Tolls for the Wood River Valley Bridge will cost
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signatures as part of a ballot initiative to repeal the tax
and fee increases.
The group announced in April they tallied nearly
900,000 signatures in support of putting the repeal
question on the November statewide ballot. The state
requires 584,000 valid signatures. State election officials
still must verify the signatures.
State officials have also revealed that $2.4 billion of
the estimated $5.2 billion in annual revenue resulting
from SB1 is expected to be spent on transit work.
Advocates say transit projects would help the state
reduce congestion on roadways and aid efforts to meet
climate and air quality goals.
Some Republicans say the tax and fee increases put
too much strain on lower- and middle-class residents.
The Democratic governor, who is term-limited and
cannot run again this fall, has said the tax and fee
increases are necessary to address a $130 billion backlog
in deferred road maintenance. He is defiant about the
repeal effort.
“I will do everything in my power to defeat any repeal
effort,” Brown said during his State of the State address
early this year.
Passage of the citizen vote would also prevent any
future tax increases without a statewide vote. LL

truckers $3.25. The toll for the Tefft Hill Trail Bridge
will cost $3.50. Truckers with E-ZPass transponders will
be charged only once per day each direction. Truckers
without transponders will be tracked with video
detection systems and will receive an invoice.
Another 12 toll gantries are scheduled to go live
within the next 18 months along I-95, I-195, I-295, U.S.
Route 6, state Route 146 and state Route 1. Although
the first two gantries are near the southern end of the
state, the other 12 gantries will be concentrated on the
northeastern portion.
In 2016, the state Department of Transportation
projected toll collection to commence in December
2017. However, in November the department announced
that it needed more time on the required environmental
study, pushing the collection date to February or March.
On April 12, RIDOT Director Peter Alviti provided
testimony to the state House Finance Committee
regarding the governor’s fiscal year 2019 budget for the
department. One of the first questions lawmakers had
was about the truck-only tolls.
At that time, Alviti estimated that toll collection would
begin by the end of May at the earliest. LL
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COLORADO

OOIDA-backed new law
ensures Occ-Acc coverage
to independent truckers
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

A new law in Colorado ensures occupational accident
insurance coverage is available to independent truckers
in the state.
Colorado law has required independent commercial
operators to have workers’ compensation or a private
insurance policy that provides similar coverage.
Gov. John Hickenlooper has signed into law a bill
to change “private insurance policy” to “occupational
accident coverage insurance policy.” Previously SB178,
the rule change also specifies the requirements for when
such a policy may be considered as providing similar
coverage.
The bill made it through both legislative chambers
without a single vote in opposition. The new rule takes
effect Aug. 8.
The change applies to commercial vehicles with a
gross-vehicle weight rating of at least 16,001 pounds and
for hauling commerce on public highways.
During previous discussion at the statehouse, Rep.
Tracy Kraft-Tharp, D-Arvada, said the change is
intended to clear up any confusion in state law over
workers’ compensation coverage for owner-operators.
“Senate Bill 178 does not remove a requirement for
some form of coverage but provides a comparable and
more affordable option that meets the original intent of
the law while protecting the individuals,” Kraft-Tharp
said.
The Colorado Motor Carriers Association and the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
support the rule change. Of OOIDA’s more than 160,000
members nationwide, about 2,470 reside in Colorado.
OOIDA Manager of Government Affairs Mike
Matousek said the Association’s members prefer
occupational accident coverage to workers’
compensation.
“It’s generally more affordable, provides unique
benefits, and includes coverage for nonworking-related
accidents,” Matousek said. “Conversely, workers’
compensation is oftentimes too expensive and doesn’t
reflect the needs of the person being covered.”
Matousek adds that trucking is an extremely diverse
industry.
“One-size-fits-all seldom ever fits in trucking. Truckers
need options, including options that determine what
they’ll be covered for in the event of an accident.” LL
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Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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NEW YORK

NYC truckers, delivery companies may run into bigger parking fines
By Tyson Fisher,
staff writer

Truckers in New York
City could face stiffer
parking fines despite
a program in place
that discounts parking
summonses. The
proposed modification
of the program is an attempt to solve congestion issues in
the Big Apple while also increasing revenue.
For the past several years, some companies in the
city have participated in a program that allows them to
receive discounts on parking summonses. According
to Ken Thorpe, CEO of the New York Trucking and
Delivery Association, this has been a win-win situation
for companies and the city.
“The city saves millions of dollars annually because
of these programs by reducing the number of hearings
needed to be processed at great cost,” Thorpe said.
“There are no net profits to the city when tickets are
adjudicated by hearings, and the costs to delivery
companies, especially small business, is high.”
If changes are made, companies enrolled in the

program will have to fork over money for fines they
previously avoided. Currently, companies in the program
do not have to pay for double-parking summonses.
Under proposed changes, those companies will have to
pay a $65 fine. A $100 obstructing traffic fine would cost
$115.
Shortly after the announcement, Thorpe met with
representatives of the NYC Department of Finance and
the NYC DOT. According to Thorpe, progress was made
in working with the city about proposed changes to the
parking program.
Thorpe told the representatives that proposed changes
will only affect participants and consequently create
an unfair financial burden on one class of delivery and
service providers. He also told the group that proposed
changes will do nothing to affect congestion, considering
goods will still need to be delivered regardless.
After the meeting, Thorpe said he walked away “with
the belief and trust” that a solution to benefit all parties
will be found.
“My goal is to protect the delivery and service industry
here in NYC, be they small, medium or large firms,”
Thorpe said. “I am particularly concerned about small
business and owner-operators who seem to get the short
end of the stick more often than not.” LL

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.
(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
$25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
•
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hEadS UP

States roll out

new laws

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Truckers must be on constant watch for new rules that
could affect them as they drive from point A to point B.
Fresh off legislative action in states around the country,
July is one of the leading months for new laws to take
effect. Below are some notable laws that Land Line
found.

Idaho
A new law is intended to keep vehicles out of the far-left
lane for “an unreasonable amount of time.” State law
already prohibits impeding the “normal and reasonable
movement of traffic.” Effective July 1, the new rule
covers impeding “the flow of other traffic traveling at a
lawful rate of speed.” Violators would face $90 citations.
MISSISSIPPI
The state already requires vehicles driving slower than
the normal speed of traffic to stay in the right lane of
multilane highways. Vehicles are allowed to merge left to
overtake and pass slower moving traffic.
As of July 1, a new law permits police to ticket
travelers lingering in the far-left lanes of multilane
highways. The change expands the state’s rule to require
travelers to stay to the right except when overtaking or
passing another vehicle. Also, drivers would be exempt
if they are in the left lane to turn or exit. Violators would
face fines between $5 and $50.
INdIaNa
As of July 1, truck platoons are exempted from the state’s
300-foot following distance rule for large vehicles.
In addition, fire departments throughout the state are
allowed to test vehicular carbon monoxide levels upon
request.
SoUTh daKoTa
Starting the first of the month, CDL applicants are
allowed three attempts to pass the CDL examination.
The new law requires the three attempts to be completed
within six months.
Another new law permits truck drivers to provide an
electronic copy of their operator’s license upon request
by law enforcement.
WEST VIRGINIa
A new law in West Virginia requires the state’s Division
of Highways to study the feasibility of implementing
a comprehensive sponsorship program for rest areas,
welcome centers, and roads. If a program is deemed
feasible, the agency would begin implementation. LL
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How much higher will diesel prices
go this summer?

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

After a few years of low fuel prices,
the party may finally be over.
States quit reporting average prices
below $2 in mid-May, according to
TruckMiles.com numbers. Shortly
after, California averaged diesel
prices above $4, the first state to do
so since late 2014. Is this a trend, or
is there relief up ahead?
No one knows for sure. If they
did, they would be billionaires.
However, Land Line spoke with
Timothy Hess, the U.S. Energy
Information Administration’s
short-term energy outlook product
manager, who has an idea where
diesel prices are headed based on
more than just an educated guess.

Past diesel prices
Just a little over four years ago,
the national average diesel price
hit above $4, according to the EIA,
ProMiles and TruckMiles numbers.
During that time, both WTI (the U.S.
benchmark) and Brent (the global
benchmark) oil prices were more
than $100 per barrel.
By mid-2014, prices began to
steadily drop for the next few years.
By the end of 2014, average diesel
prices dipped to around $3.20,
and by the end of 2015 diesel had
dropped a full dollar to around $2.20.
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For a brief moment in early-2016,
average diesel prices sank below $2.
Oil prices sank under $30 for the
first time in more than a decade. It
was a good time for businesses that
relied on fuel.
But the downward spiral of
oil prices could only last so long
before oil-rich countries had to
do something. Efforts were made
to reduce production. Supply was
far outweighing demand, pushing
prices down, so the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries
tightened output.
Oil prices have struggled to
climb. However, over the past year,
petroleum prices have been making
a comeback.

Present diesel prices
That takes us to the current state of
fuel prices. As of press time, EIA’s
national diesel price reached a level
last seen in December 2014 at nearly
$3.30. For the first time since 2014,
a state reported average prices higher
than $4. To no surprise, that state
is California.
Given the correlation with oil
prices and diesel prices, oil reached
levels also last seen in 2014. For the
most part, oil prices have been an
up-and-down rollercoaster for the
first half of this year.
At the beginning of the year, nearly
half of states were reporting average

diesel prices below $3. By mid-May,
not a single state had average prices
of $3, and it stayed that way through
mid-June.
Fuel prices are trending upward.
The question is, how much higher
will they go this summer?

Future diesel prices
Again, no one knows for sure the
exact trajectory of fuel prices.
However, it is Hess’ job to know
much more than the average person
when it comes to projecting fuel
prices. Hess oversees EIA’s shortterm energy outlook, which makes
projections of gasoline, diesel,
electricity, heating oil and natural gas
prices up to a year out.
The bad news: Fuel prices have
increased more than expected and
possibly could go higher.
The good news: Prices are not
likely to move significantly higher
before hitting a plateau and possibly
decreasing a little.
Here’s EIA’s latest short-term
energy outlook for diesel as of
press time.
“(Prices) have risen a bit more
quickly than we thought in our
last outlook,” Hess said. “We were
forecasting prices during the middle
of the summer to be $3.17 a gallon.”
At the time, diesel was about
10 cents ahead of that $3.17
projection. So what’s with the spedup price increase?
There are a variety of factors that
lead to oil price increases. In the
latest round of increases, it has been
a one-two punch of geopolitical
tensions and global oil demand.
Without getting too deep into the
weeds, global oil demand growth
has been strong, according to Hess.
Geopolitics and high demand have
pushed global oil inventory down.

© kmls - Fotolia.com

Oil prices have been
making a comeback
lately. Are diesel prices
moving toward the
days of $4 averages
last seen in 2014?
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Diesel fuel retail price with taxes, U.S. average
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More demand than supply results in
higher prices.
That explains the national average
diesel price increase. As any truck
driver knows, prices can vary greatly
from state to state. West Coast prices
tend to be the highest. California
recently more than doubled its diesel
tax rate. As a federal infrastructure
bill continues to be put on the
backburner, states and localities may
be forced to follow suit as the coffers
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begin to run dry.
As the above projection suggests,
diesel prices are not expected to get
much higher. Although prices are
moving toward those 2014 levels,
they are likely to fall short in the
next 12 months. In fact, we may have
reached the peak before prices dip
and level off.
Of course, this does not take into
account unforeseeable events that
can trigger an unexpected price hike.

Fuel prices have
increased more than
expected and can
possibly go higher.
Day-to-day oil prices have been
volatile over a possible global trade
war. The closer to reality a trade
war seems, the more speculation
investors put into the world’s greatest
commodity, oil.
Regionally in the United States,
natural disasters and unexpected
outages can temporarily increase
prices. Last year, Hurricane Harvey
wreaked havoc after one of the
biggest refineries had to shut down.
Bottom line: Barring any major
global, national or regional event,
diesel prices are likely to stabilize
near their current level. Fuel prices are
not as low as they were a few years
ago, but they will likely not get as
high as 2014. LL
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‘Advocacy isn’t
a spectator sport’
OOIDA’s new president reflects on
what drew him to the Association.

T

he Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association is celebrating
its 45th anniversary representing the
rights of all truck drivers. Staying
centered on that mission is possible
because the Association is governed
by individuals who have or are
currently driving trucks.
Firsthand understanding of
life behind the wheel, coupled
with the depth of knowledge and
experience advocating for truckers in
Washington, D.C., state legislatures
and court rooms around the country
is truly what sets the leadership of
OOIDA apart from other professional
trucking organizations.
In this series, Land Line profiles
the leadership of OOIDA. We start at
the top, with newly elected president,
Todd Spencer.
After a 26-year tenure as executive
vice president, Spencer was elected by
the board of directors to a five-year
term as president of the Association
on April 26. Decades of experience
navigating the inner workings of
Washington, D.C., where policy and
laws are written, precede Spencer into
his newest position in the leadership
of OOIDA.
Todd Spencer began his career in
trucking as an employee-driver in
1974. He recalls developing a passion
for big trucks as a child from his
uncle, who was a driver. In 1976,
he purchased a truck and became an
owner-operator leased to a
motor carrier.
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In April 1976, he joined OOIDA.
He needed truck insurance and liked
the idea that all profit from OOIDA’s
truck insurance program went back in
the kitty to fight for truckers’ rights.
“From the get-go, it made sense to
me that we should act in an operative
and collective manner,” he says. “That
was a no-brainer from the beginning.”
In 1981, he sold his two trucks and
assumed the role as editor of the
Association’s magazine, Land Line,

Todd Spencer is sworn in as the fourth president of OOIDA. Giving him the director’s pledge is OOIDA
Secretary Bob Esler, chairman of the nominations and elections committee.

and communication director for
OOIDA. In 1992, he was elected to
his previous position as executive
vice president.
Spencer has testified before various
committees in the U.S. Congress on
trucking issues. He has served on

various committees of the
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance
as an industry representative, as well
as serving as an industry adviser to
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration and the National
Transportation Safety Board.
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By Wendy Parker, staff writer

Q&A

When did you get your
commercial driver’s license?
“Well, when I got mine it wasn’t
called a CDL – it was a chauffer’s
license, and you could get one with
a car. It didn’t have to be a truck.
After I got out of the Army in 1973,
I started working for a construction
company and needed the license to
move equipment for construction
purposes. The outfit I worked for had
a trucking company side. I drove a
while as a company driver for them.
In 1976, I purchased my own truck
and became a leased owner-operator.”
What kind of freight
did you specialize in?
“Primarily construction supplies
and equipment. Drop deck, step,
and flatbed.”

“From the get-go, it made sense to me that we
should act in an operative and collective manner.
That was a no-brainer from the beginning.”
– OOIDA President Todd Spencer
Why did you join OOIDA?
“Early on, I realized how little I
knew, and how much I needed to
know, about a very large industry.
After getting my truck insurance
through OOIDA, I started reading
the literature and recognizing
that the little guy was bearing the
brunt of expense. We paid more
for everything, and there were no
contractual provisions that said we
had to be paid anything. Shippers
and receivers were required to pay
the companies we were leased to, but
there was absolutely nothing that said
they had to pay the owner-ops. This
was a problem, for obvious reasons.”

If you could make one
significant change in the
industry with a snap of your
fingers, what would it be?
“There are various changes I’d like to
make. However, the most significant
and beneficial change in the industry
would be for the women and men
behind the wheel to have a value
placed on their time. All of their time,
not just driving.”
What legacy do
you hope to leave?
“Representation is critical and
advocacy isn’t a spectator sport.
Everyone has a role to play.” LL

Over 90 vendor discount programs available to
OOIDA Members plus great rates on truck insurance,
medical benefits, fuel card and more.
BECOME A MEMBER. Call 800-444-5791 or join online at www.ooida.com!
Representation • Truck Insurance • Medical Benefits • Business Services • Information
Fuel Card • Product Discounts • Drug & Alcohol Testing ...and much more!
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Younger drivers can make a difference
After joining OOIDA in his mid-20s, new Executive
Vice President Lewie Pugh hopes that he can give
back to the Association and inspire new and young
drivers to get involved.

W

illiam “Lewie” Pugh hung
up his keys in 2017 after 25
years of trucking to work full time
at the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association and to become
even more involved in representing
the rights of truck drivers.
Lewie began driving a truck in
1992 in the U.S. Army. After his
military service, Lewie worked as a
company driver until 1996, when he
bought his first truck and leased on
with a motor carrier.
Lewie joined OOIDA in 1996,
in his mid-20s. At that time he was
leased to Sherbondy Trucking based
in Greenville, Va. He joined OOIDA
because he was looking for an
organization to represent his ideas
in Washington.
He continued to drive a truck
while increasing his involvment
with OOIDA. Eventually, in 2004,
he was elected to the OOIDA Board
of Directors. In mid-2017, Lewie
felt compelled to become even more
involved in OOIDA’s mission. He
accepted a position with OOIDA’s
Business Services Unit.
He also took on new challenges,
like representing OOIDA and
by extension its membership
and truck drivers, on the Unified
Carrier Registration Program and
Commercial Vehicle Safety
Alliance committees.
In April, Lewie was unanimously
elected as executive vice president
after Todd Spencer’s election to
OOIDA president.
Lewie feels he was able to
contribute to the board and the
40 LAND LINE

Association just as much when
he was a young driver as he does
now in his new leadership capacity.
He hopes that he can inspire new
and younger drivers, both owneroperators and company drivers, to
get involved. Lewie is quick to point
out that trucking has been very good
to him, and he wants younger drivers
see that they can be successful and
be advocates like he was and still is,
even when they are just starting out.

Q&A
When did you get your
commercial driver’s license?
“I used a military exemption and
took my written test when I turned
21. I was able to skip the skills test
because I had military experience.”

What kind of freight
did you specialize in?
“For the majority of my career I
pulled a flatbed. I pulled a tanker and
van for a little bit. But most of the
time I hauled flatbed commodities
like steel, plastic pipe – pretty much
anything and everything.”
Why did you join OOIDA?
“OOIDA was started by truckers and
ran by truckers. It is the only voice
for truckers. I hadn’t driven a truck
very long when I first joined. There
wasn’t anything I was mad about at
the time or anything that prompted
me to get involved. I just believed
then, like I do now, that you should
belong to a group like OOIDA that
represents your rights.”

“I would hope to give back
to truckers what trucking
has given to me. That’s why
I came to OOIDA full time
when I got the call.”
– OOIDA Executive Vice President
Lewie Pugh

If you could make one
significant change in the
industry with a snap of your
fingers, what would it be?
“There are several things that need
addressed, but so many of them go
back to driver compensation. I would
like to see the value of the American
truck driver to the U.S. and the
economy to be understood and
treated accordingly. Compensation
lags so far behind for the vital role
and sacrifice that these men and
women provide and make for our
everyday lives.”
What legacy do you hope
to leave?
“I’ve been in trucking my entire
adult career. It has been very, very
good to me. I would hope to give
back to truckers what trucking has
given to me. That’s why I came to
OOIDA full time when I got the call.
It’s my way of giving back.” LL
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By Jami Jones, managing editor

BOOTS ON

THE GROUND
OOIDA’s government
affairs team pounds the
pavement for you in
Washington, D.C.
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

to see where much of their work is done.
42 LAND LINE
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Collin Long (left) and Nile Elam walk up New Jersey

id you know you can walk into
Avenue. Ahead is the U.S. Capitol. On their left is the Spirit
of Justice Park, which covers an underground parking
congressional office buildings in
garage for the Longworth building.
Washington, D.C., without showing
identification? Sure, you have to pass
through security, but nobody asks who
you are or why you’re there. It was a
surprise to me.
That was one thing I learned
shadowing OOIDA’s legislative
representatives in Washington, D.C. – a
team of four professionals who represent
owner-operators, small carriers, drivers
in general and, more and more often,
just plain common sense. Another thing
I learned was that OOIDA’s D.C. guys
work in shirtsleeves, a very casual bunch.
Left to right in Doug’s office: Doug Morris, Nile Elam, Collin Long and Jay Grimes.
But I quickly un-learned that.
Sure, there were no ties in the office
when I arrived on a sunny Wednesday in May. But it was
like watching fighter pilots scramble when it was time to
head out. Ties and suit jackets appeared from nowhere. By
the time your D.C. representatives walked out of OOIDA’s
third floor office on New Jersey Avenue. They looked like
the sharp professionals they are.
OOIDA has always tried to get the word out in the
halls of Congress and at the regulatory agencies. In the
beginning that meant someone, say Jim Johnston or Todd
Spencer, flying or even driving to Washington to knock
on congressmen’s doors. The current D.C. office wasn’t
really established until 2004. Now OOIDA has three fulltime lobbyists and an expert on safety and security there
permanently.
The four people who greeted me were (in alphabetical
order) Nile Elam, director of legislative affairs; Jay
Collin (left) and Nile Elam in the Longworth House Office building. Nile
Grimes, director of federal affairs; Collin Long, director of
was on his way to a meeting at a congressman’s office. Collin wanted me
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administration and regulatory agencies.
Doug watches out for OOIDA members’
interests in the U.S. departments of
Transportation, Defense, Homeland Security,
Agriculture, Energy, and Health and Human
Services, plus the many divisions within those
cabinet-level agencies. He works with Collin,
Nile and Jay on legislative issues. All four
coordinate with OOIDA headquarters on regular
conference calls every Monday.
Who is on the weekly conference call?
It’s a long list that usually includes Todd
Spencer, Chief Operating Officer Rod
Collin Long was senior director of
Doug Morris is a 25-year veteran of the
Nofziger, Manager of Government Affairs
government affairs for the Portland
Maryland State Police, where he worked
Mike Matousek, and bunches of others from
Cement
Association
in
D.C.
Before
that,
much of that time in traffic and commercial
vehicle safety. He is an expert on commercial he served then-Congressman Charlie
all parts of OOIDA – Business Affairs, the
Dent as communications director.
vehicle law and regs, particularly where
Foundation, Land Line, you name it. “We
hazardous materials are concerned.
want to know what’s going on, what members
government affairs; and Doug Morris, director of security
are concerned about,” Matousek explained.
operations.
From the issues distilled from that meeting, the
If the titles sound similar, well, they are. Collin, Nile,
Washington office gets its priorities – marching orders, so
and Jay do similar jobs, representing OOIDA and its
to speak.
membership on Capitol Hill, just 1.3 miles from OOIDA’s
On the day I visited, the focus was on hoped-for
office on New Jersey Ave. They also may work with the
Continued on Page 44

WE MAKE ENGINE SWAPS EASY
Why struggle to source assembly parts or fabricate your own, if you
don’t have to? With our plug-and-play bolt-in build packages,
we take the headache out of truck building.

CATERPILLAR
Genuine Caterpillar
factory reman engines
available for 3406E,
C12, C15 single and
twin turbo models.

CUMMINS

KENWORTH
PETERBILT
FREIGHTLINER
WESTERN STAR

DETROIT

Genuine Cummins
Genuine Detroit factory
factory reman engines reman engines available
available for N14, ISX
for Series 60 12.7L
CM570, Signature Series DDEC4 and 14.0L
and CM 870 models.
DDEC4 or DDEC5.

Complete Line of
Assembly Parts Kits

PLUG AND PLAY
BOLT-IN
BUILD PACKAGES
Mention this ad and receive a
5% discount on assembly parts kits!
1084 South 5th St. • Coos Bay, OR 97420
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Call us at 888-564-8890 or 541-267-6990 today
facebook.com/kustomtruck I www.kustomtruck.com
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changes to hours of service, specifically the
Responsible and Effective Standards for Truckers Act,
or REST Act. It’s officially known as HR5417. The
REST Act would allow a single voluntary break of
up to three hours during on-duty time that does not
count against the 14-hour total. The bill, which also
eliminates the mandatory 30-minute rest break, is a
priority for OOIDA.
OOIDA would prefer more than one break, “but this
more limited bill is more likely to find support in the
House. Allowing multiple breaks just wouldn’t fly,”
Collin said.
Nile said that over the previous week he had 70
meetings about the proposal with legislators or their
staff. He was heading for another at the Longworth
House Office Building where the 435 members of the
House of Representatives have their offices.
Collin and I went along at least as far as the door to
Ohio Rep. Brad Wenstrup’s office. They wouldn’t like
the camera I was carrying, Nile said, so Collin and I
continued on through the Longworth hallways, up and
down escalators and past the bustling cafeteria in the
basement. Collin referred to the building’s passageways
as “the labyrinth.”
Their job in D.C., Collin said, was to be proactive,
which doesn’t mean waiting for congressional staffers
to call and ask questions. It means calling legislators,
making appointments with them or their staff to
promote (or oppose) important legislation. Most of the
time, the meetings are with staff.
Meeting with the elected official him or herself is the
best, but when that can’t happen, well, “the staff does
most of the real work anyway. They usually know more
about a particular subject than their boss,” Collin said.
In fact, congressional staffers often
write the bills that eventually become
law. Lawmakers turn to them to help
make decisions and form policy
positions.
“In some offices, you might speak
with the chief of staff,” Collin
explained. “In others, there might be
someone in charge of certain areas and
issues.”
It’s a lobbyist’s job to find out who’s
the right person and then to establish
and maintain contact.
Hard to get a legislator or staffers to
meet with you or return your call? It
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Jay Grimes came to OOIDA
from a D.C. lobbying firm
where he was director
of congressional affairs.
Earlier, he was press
assistant for the House
Armed Services Committee.

Nile Elam worked for a
diversified, Dallas-based
management firm before
coming to OOIDA. He
also had worked for a
D.C. lobbying firm as
well as for the Congress
itself through the General
Services Administration.

may be time for an OOIDA Call to Action.
According to Collin, those Calls to Action work.
They may or may not change anyone’s mind, but they
sure do get attention, Jay, Nile and Collin agreed. An
OOIDA Call to Action can tie up a legislator’s phone
lines for hours, Collin said. “They don’t always like it,
but at least they know OOIDA’s here and not easy to
ignore.”
OOIDA’s people in D.C. are using research to help
achieve their goals, Collin said. For example, analyzing
membership data, they realized an unusual number
of owner-operators lived in the 36th Congressional
District in Texas, a large area just east and north of
Houston.
What did they do with that knowledge? Well, who do
you think filed the REST Act bill in
the House of Representatives?
You got it. Rep. Brian Babin,
Republican, a good friend of OOIDA
from Texas’ 36th Congressional
District. LL

The entrance to OOIDA’s Washington office
at 1100 New Jersey Ave. SE is modest by D.C.
standards. But it provides what’s needed to bring
OOIDA’s message effectively to the government
of the United States and its agencies.
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MORE FEDuP

More VA examiners will be able to conduct DOT physicals for military veterans
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

A final rule that aims to make it
easier for military veterans to receive
commercial driver’s licenses has been
published in the Federal Register.
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration filed the final rule to
the inspection docket on June 8.
As part of the final rule, health
professionals employed by the
Department of Veteran Affairs will be
allowed to be listed on the agency’s
National Registry of Certified
Medical Examiners. The final rule
was prompted by the Jobs for Our
Heroes Act, which was signed into
law by President Donald Trump
in January.
Amending current regulations
prompted by the FAST Act, an
alternative process will be established
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for qualified advanced practice
nurses, doctors of chiropractic,
doctors of medicine, doctors of
osteopathy, physician assistants and
other medical professionals who are
employed in the VA to be listed on
the registry.

Certified VA medical
examiners are only allowed
to conduct medical
examinations of, and
issue medical examiner
certificates to, veteran
operators.
“Under today’s final rule, after
successfully completing training and
passing a test, both of which will be
provided by FMCSA and delivered
through a web-based training system

operated by the VA, these qualified
VA examiners become certified
VA medical examiners,” the final
rule stated. “Certified VA medical
examiners are only allowed to
conduct medical examinations of, and
issue medical examiner certificates
to, veteran operators.”
The Jobs for Our Heroes Act
expanded eligibility to use the
alternative process to “qualified
examiner.” The FAST Act originally
provided an alternative process
for a “qualified physician.” The
amendment allows additional VA
health care professionals to apply
to be on the registry and conduct
Department of Transportation
physicals for veterans.
The final rule will go in to effect
60 days after the date it is published
in the Federal Register. LL
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39 years later, Walcott Jamboree
still saying thanks to truckers
In 1979, the Walcott Truckers
Jamboree started as a way to say
“thank you” to the truck drivers.
This month, the event reaches its
39th anniversary.
Jon Osburn, the skipper of the
OOIDA touring tractor-trailer the
Spirit of the American Trucker,
plans to attend at the show, which
is July 12-14. The annual event
was started by Bill Moon and his
family, the owners of the Iowa 80
Truckstop. The first event had a
few hundred drivers in attendance.
“The Moons started it as a
one-day event to say thank you,”
Osburn said. “It started on a
Thursday. It started simple. It was
thank you, thank you, thank you.
Now, it’s the world’s largest truck

stop, and it’s a three-day event.”
About 40,000 people are expected
to attend the 2018 installment.
This year’s jamboree will include
an antique truck display, the Super
Trucks Beauty Contest, more than
175 exhibits, an Iowa pork chop
cookout, carnival games, live
music, the Trucker Olympics,
and fireworks.
“The entertainment is always
good,” Osburn said. “They go out
of their way to find different and
new entertainment every year.”
The Kentucky Headhunters,
winners of Country Music
Association awards for Vocal
Group of the Year in 1990
and 1991, will headline the
entertainment for Friday, July 13.

And the event remains as a way
to show appreciation for truckers.
Admission and parking is free.
“They have 900 parking spots,
and they have off-site parking for
more trucks. They have buses that
run every 10 to 15 minutes.”
In July, The Spirit will also
make stops in Illinois, Indiana,
and Ohio. LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has also
worked as a paramedic
and a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives
with his wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and
travels with his loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: JULY 2018
June 24-July 8
July 12-14

July 30-Aug 1

*** Off duty ***
Walcott Truckers Jamboree
Iowa 80, Walcott, IA
Petro, Rochelle, IL
Petro, Gary, IN
T/A, Morris, IL
Petro, Wilmington, IL
TopGun LargeCar Shootout
Rantoul National Aviation Ctr
6 Aviation Center Dr, Rantoul,
Petro, New Paris, OH

Aug 2-3
Aug 4-6

T/A, Wapakoneta, OH
Petro, N Baltimore, OH

July
July
July
July
July

16-18
19-20
21-23
24-25
27-29
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I-80, Exit 284
I-39 at Rt 38, Exit 99
I-90/I-84, Exit 9
I-80 & Rt 47, Exit 112B
I-55, Exit 240

IL
I-70 at Indiana Exit 156B
& US 40
I-75 & US 33, Exit 111
I-75, Exit 167

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for
their generous use of the 2017
5700 EX Phantom II. Western Star’s
support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.
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JiM’s DaY

St. Christopher Fund to honor Jim Johnston’s birthday
By Land Line staff

The St. Christopher Truckers Relief

“never give up, just find another

each year going

way to fight back.”

forward. Donations

Johnston passed away on Jan.

can be made via

Fund is honoring Jim Johnston

8, at the age of 78. He served as

check or online at

with “Jim’s Day” on July 23, Jim’s

OOIDA’s president and CEO since

TruckersFund.org.

birthday. As former president and

1975, helping turn the grassroots

CEO of OOIDA, Jim’s support for

effort into the largest national

Development and Relief Fund is

St. Christopher’s Fund goes back

organization for truckers with more

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit truck driver

to its beginnings.

than 160,000 members.

charity that helps over-the-road/

“Jim helped keep the SCF’s

The St. Christopher Truckers

He continued to work full time

regional semi-truck drivers and

doors open twice in our early

until only days before his passing

their families when an illness or

days, donated additional

and remained dedicated to his

injury, occurring within the last

thousands since then, and he

core mission and that of the

year, has caused them to be out

became the largest sponsor of

Association – fighting for the rights

of work. The SCF also works to

our vaccine program,” said Donna

of all truckers.

provide programs that will benefit

Kennedy, executive director.

All are encouraged to honor

professional drivers and the

Jim believed that all professional

Jim’s commitment and passion for

truckers should stick together and

standing up for truckers’ rights by

pursue their interests. A passion

making donations to SCF in Jim’s

about Jim’s Day on the St.

coined by his own words to,

name on July 23 this year and

Christopher Facebook page. LL
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trucking industry.
You can find more information
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truck-driving fathers pass work ethic
on to ooiDa scholarship winners
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

P

ersistence and constant encouragement from his
father helped Rahul Paul evolve from someone
who made poor grades in elementary school into the
salutatorian of his high school’s graduating class.
The top winner of the 2018 OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund said that his truck-driving father,
OOIDA member Aji Paul of Pearland, Texas, taught him
that anything is possible with hard work and faith.
“He made me attend after-school tutoring and would
teach me the subjects that I struggled with at home,” Paul
wrote in his essay to the scholarship committee. “Once I
got the grasp of what I was learning, my dad pushed me
hard to study more and become more involved in school.
From this experience, I transformed
from someone failing at academics
to someone tutoring others and the
salutatorian of my high school class.”
Paul graduated from Robert
Turner College and Career
High School in May 2017 and
now attends the University of
Houston as a biology major.
Rahul Paul
“I aspire to be a dentist because I
am an extrovert and a perfectionist,”
Paul wrote. “I love working with other people and making
an impact on their life. Ever since middle school, during
group projects I typically become the group leader and
presenter. Once I started shadowing a dentist, I realized
that this job combines not only my personality but also
my passion. I am a very hands-on person and love doing
dissections in science class. Dentistry requires a lot of
surgery, and I feel like I would become an excellent
dentist due to my care and attention to detail.”
The OOIDA Mary Johnston Scholarship Fund has been
assisting the children, grandchildren and legal dependents
of OOIDA members in their efforts to gain a higher
education since 1998.
Each year, OOIDA awards one $2,000 and four $1,000
scholarships. The scholarship awards are transferred
directly to the student’s selected institution and can be
renewed for a total of four years. The funds can be used
for tuition of any legitimate school-related expense.
This year’s four $1,000 scholarship winners are Andrew
Inda, Chase Huelle, Hanna Ward and Tony Rice. Cheriton
Renee Johnson is this year’s alternate scholarship winner.
48 LAND LINE

Through truck driving, all of the scholarship winners
have been witnesses of the importance of a strong work
ethic and the drive required to be successful.
Andrew Inda is the stepson of OOIDA
member Richard Duncan from
Rossville, Ill. He graduated from
Maroa-Forsyth High School in May
and plans to major in biology
in college.
Like Paul, Inda said having someone
challenge him had a positive impact on
Andrew Inda
his life.
“I have always been a pretty sharp kid, but I slacked
off a little bit in middle school,” Inda wrote. “I still
maintained A’s and B’s, but I should have gotten straight
A’s. My stepdad knew I could do better so he challenged
me to strive for straight A’s in high school. My freshman
and sophomore years, I maintained all A’s but once I
got into upper-level math classes like trigonometry and
calculus, it has gotten a lot tougher. So far, I have only
three B’s for my high school career, and they have all
been in math. Although I haven’t gotten straight A’s, my
stepdad is still very proud of me and what I have been
able to achieve.”
Chase Huelle is the son of
OOIDA member Myron Huelle
from Stanley, N.D. He graduated
from Stanley High School in
May and was accepted into North
Dakota State University, where
Chase Huelle
he plans to major in pre-law.
Huelle said his father taught him the importance
of sacrifice.
“There is a trucker out on the road, somewhere, away
from his family,” Huelle wrote. “A trucker who is working
hard to keep his kids in school, keeping a warm house,
sleeping in the back of a semi so his or her family can
have everyday essentials like food on the table, supporting
his or her kids’ futures and goals, and much more. Well,
my own father is one of those truckers.
“One thing that I have learned from a trucker is that you
have to be willing to make sacrifices in order to
be successful.”
Hanna Ward is the daughter of OOIDA member Lonnie
Ward from Basin, Wyo. She graduated from Riverside
JULY 2018

High School in 2017 with a 4.0
grade-point average. She attends
Montana State University as a civil
engineering major.
Ward said her father taught her the
importance of hard work, saying,
“If someone stacks four boxes, you
stack six. Don’t ever let anyone
Hanna Ward
outwork you.”
“I have heard this saying as far back as I can
remember as a child and have watched my father truly
embody his own words,” she wrote. “His work ethic has
driven me to always work hard, no matter the situation.”

Congratulations to the 2018/2019
OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarships winners!
First place scholarship winner:

Tony Rice is the son of OOIDA member
Gerald “Jerry” Rice of Mount Pleasant
Mills, Pa. He graduated from MiddWest High School and is majoring in
agribusiness management at Pennsylvania
State University.
“Embodying the uniquely American
spirit of undeniable grit, unapologetic
Tony Rice
pride and unrelenting resilience, truck
drivers across the nation deliver results day in and day
out,” Rice wrote. “My father, truck driver by day and
dairy farmer by night, emulates these very values.
“Despite his long hours away from home, the lessons
I learned from my father have shaped me into the
individual I am today, and for that I am forever grateful.”
Cheriton Renee Johnson is the
daughter of OOIDA member Freddie
L. Johnson Jr. from Orangeburg,
S.C. She graduated from Orangeburg
Wilkinson High School in May
and has been accepted to Winthrop
University, where she plans to major
in computer engineering.
Cheriton Renee
“My father is a hard worker
Johnson
when he is on the road and at
home,” she wrote. “He does not mind sacrificing
his time to ensure that life’s necessities are provided
for his family. He instills in me that I have to work
hard to achieve success, especially in school whether
it is in the classroom or on the softball field. He
encourages me to strive for excellence, which includes
earning good grades, doing well on the softball field
and creating a strong lifestyle for success.” LL
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Rahul Paul
Pearland, Texas – $2,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Aji Paul

Andrew Inda
Rossville, IL – $1,000
Stepson of OOIDA member,
Richard Duncan

Chase Huelle
Stanley, ND – $1,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Myron Huelle

Hanna Ward
Basin, WY – $1,000
Daughter of OOIDA member,
Lonnie Ward

Tony Rice
Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA –
$1,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Gerald Rice

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
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SHOOTIN’ THE BREEZE

Road Warrior winner gives credit to his family
This OOIDA member
also won the Citizen
Driver Award in 2015.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

O

OIDA member Michael Sheeds
deferred the credit to his family
after being named the Pilot Flying J
Road Warrior winner in March.
“Any good that they may see in
me is pretty much a reflection of my
wife and kids,” Sheeds said. “My
family is the best part of me.”
The Road Warrior program,
which is in its fourth year, aims to
recognize the “heroes on the road”
and show appreciation for the drivers
who go the extra mile to ensure
products and goods are delivered
safely, securely and on time to keep
the country running efficiently.
Sheeds, of Bandera, Texas, earned
the $10,000 grand prize out of a field
of almost 5,000 nominees. Terry Lee
of Robert, La., earned second place,
and Desiree Ridley of Davenport,
Fla., earned third place. Lee will
receive $5,000, and Ridley will
receive $2,500.
“First and foremost, I’m very
honored to receive this award,”
Sheeds said. “It’s so nice for Pilot
Flying J to take the time and to
spend the money it takes to promote
drivers and the good things they do.
We used to be viewed as the knights
of the highway. That image has been
tarnished over the last few decades.
The fact that they’re putting the word
out about drivers and showing that
we’re real people makes me proud.”
Sheeds, who also received a TA &
Petro Citizen Driver award in 2015,
has logged more than 3.5 million
safe driving miles during his 27 years
as a professional trucker.
Working for Werner Enterprises, he
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OOIDA member Michael Sheeds was named the Pilot Flying J Road Warrior award winner. A driver
for Werner, Sheeds has logged more than 3.5 million safe miles. (Courtesy of Pilot Flying J)

has trained more than 300 students
throughout his career.
However, Sheeds’ main
accomplishment is his family. He and
his wife, Donna, adopted four
daughters. Each of the children –
15-year-old Alyssa, 13-year-olds
Sally and Cheyenne, and 12-year-old
Elizabeth – were born with exposure
to drugs or alcohol.
“If you’ve never held a 5-day-old
baby who is detoxing from heroin,
it brings out a lot of dark thoughts
toward the parents,” he said.
Elizabeth’s situation was so dire
that the doctor suggested the Sheeds
not adopt her because she would
never be normal academically.
“That doctor has never been more
wrong or more right,” Sheeds said.
“She is in the 99th percentile among
all sixth-graders in the United
States. She will never be normal
academically. That would be such a

step down for her.”
Sheeds said his wife deserves
credit for taking care of the family
when he is on the road.
“If I didn’t have such a wonderful
wife, we wouldn’t be able to do
this,” he said. “She’s strong enough
to fill both roles when I’m gone and
generous enough to pretend I’m in
charge when I’m there.”
Sheeds thanked Pilot Flying J for
the award and also showed gratitude
toward Werner, who allows him
a flexible schedule to be near his
family, and TA & Petro, who didn’t
have a problem with him accepting
an award from a competing
truck stop.
He said he plans to use the award
money on a get-away for the family.
Previous Road Warrior winners
include OOIDA members Jacqueline
Rocha and Erik Michaels. LL
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OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May 2021!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May 2021.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
JULY 2018
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What if the
Transformers
had ELDs?
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

There has been a lot of chatter about the
unintended consequences of the ELD
mandate, but everyone is missing the
most glaring issue of electronic logging
devices: What is going to happen if the
Transformers are affected by the
ELD mandate?
Since the Transformers film series
launched in 2007, the movie franchise
has raked in more than $4 billion at the
box office. Eventually, the novelty is
going to wear off. When it does, director
Michael Bay should do what he does
best: End the series with a bang.
Land Line has obtained a copy of
a spec script (that I wrote) for the
final Transformers series titled
“Transformers: End of the World.”
FADE IN:
EXT. EARTH – FROM SPACE
The stillness of space is interrupted by
Megatron and his gang of Decepticons
hurtling toward Earth. There is lasersharp focus on the unsuspecting planet
below. It is clear imminent destruction
is ahead.
INT. WHITE HOUSE – OVAL OFFICE

PRESIDENT
(in horror and frustration)
Get the Autobots on the conference
line. This time, we finish it.
INT. AUTOBOT
HEADQUARTERS
OPTIMUS PRIME and his army
of Autobot soldiers congregate in
the main control room. The giant
video screen at the front-center wall
facing the Autobots flashes on. The
President’s face appears.
PRESIDENT
They’re back. Megatron and
a few dozen Decepticons are
approximately two hours from
landing on Earth. You have to
stop them.
Optimus Prime and the other
Autobots check their watch. They all
look around the room at each other
in panic. A sense of helplessness is
felt, heard and seen throughout the
control room.

A very well-coiffed, middle aged WHITE
HOUSE STAFF MEMBER in a sharp
suit briskly walks into the room with
a sense of urgency. He stops abruptly
in front of the PRESIDENT’S desk.

OPTIMUS PRIME
Ummmmm…Mr. President, we’re
past our hours of service. We
physically can’t move.

WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER
Mr. President, they’re back

PRESIDENT
(in utter shock)
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What the hell do you mean???
We’re all going to die!
OPTIMUS PRIME
It’s been over a year since we were
needed. Since then, Congress passed
the ELD mandate. We begged for
an exemption but never got it, even
though the movie industry ironically
did. There’s no wiggle room here.
We’re paralyzed for another
10 hours.
PRESIDENT
Mother of God. What have
we done?!?!
EXT. VARIOUS PLACES AROUND
THE WORLD
The Decepticons move in and
destroy everything in their path.
Planet Earth is in ruins. The human
population is virtually nonexistent.
CUE – CLICHÉ MICHAEL BAY
EXPLOSION EXTRAVAGANZA
CUT TO BLACK
OK, so it’s a short movie. Could
probably use a little work, but it’s
still in the early draft stages. Bottom
line: ELDs caused the apocalypse.
Solid premise. Someone get
Paramount Pictures on the phone. LL
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truCK sHoWs

OOIDA partners with
4 State Trucks to present
10th annual GBATS
Show will also celebrate
45th anniversary of the Association.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

demonstration, and fireworks.
The activities for Saturday, Sept. 29 include more big rig
burnouts, a pedal tractor pull for kids, big rig drag races, a
he 2018 installment of the Guilty By Association Truck
truck convoy to raise money for the Special Olympics of
Show promises to be quite the celebration.
Southwest Missouri, and a downtown street party that will
Not only will GBATS be celebrating its 10th annual show,
include free concerts from Confederate Railroad and
but it will also be an opportunity to recognize the 45th
Tony Justice.
anniversary of the Owner-Operator Independent
Confederate Railroad was one of the
Drivers Association.
most popular country bands of the 1990s
4 State Trucks and OOIDA have
“It will be a great weekend with such tunes as “Queen of Memphis,”
partnered to present the 10th annual
“Trashy Women” and “Daddy Never was
GBATS from Sept. 27-29 in
for our members.
the Cadillac Kind.”
Joplin, Mo.
We encourage all of our
The band released its self-titled debut
“With this being our 45th anniversary
members to take part in this album in 1992 and climbed to No. 7
at OOIDA, we wanted to do something
fun-filled time and celebrate in the U.S. country charts. The album
special,” OOIDA Executive Vice
included three top 10 singles with “Queen
President Lewie Pugh said. “We’ve
our 45th anniversary.”
of Memphis,” “Jesus and Mama,” and
attended GBATS several times over
– OOIDA Executive Vice President Lewie Pugh
“Trashy Women.”
the years, and it has been a wonderful
The second album, “Notorious,” was
show for truck drivers. Bryan Martin
released in 1994 and reached No. 6, featuring such singles
and 4 State Trucks have always been great friends to our
as “Daddy Never was the Cadillac Kind,” “Elvis and Andy,”
members, and we think it will be a great partnership.
and “Summer in Dixie.”
“It will be a great weekend for our members. We
Justice, who still works as a truck driver, will open for
encourage all of our members to take part in this fun-filled
Confederate Railroad on Sept. 29.
time and celebrate our 45th anniversary.”
Last year, about 420 trucks participated in the truck
Martin, the owner of 4 State Trucks and organizer of
convoy, generating about $115,000 for Special Olympics of
GBATS, said the partnership is a good fit.
Southwest Missouri.
“With it being our 10th year and OOIDA’s 45th year, it
“Truck drivers are big-hearted people,” Martin said. “The
should be pretty exciting,” Martin said. “It brings more to
convoy is approaching $600,000 raised over the years for
the party and more excitement. We’re looking forward to
Special Olympics.”
this partnership.”
For Friday’s entertainment, a motorcycle stunt rider will
The 2018 version of GBATS is expected to be the largest
attempt an “Evel Knievel-style” jump over a tractor-trailer.
one yet. Martin said he anticipates about 600 trucks in
“We tried to put a lot of interaction, family activities and
attendance. The first GBATS in 2009 had only 38 trucks.
fun activities into the show,” Martin said.
OOIDA also knows a thing or two about growth. Started
The show is also an opportunity to thank truck drivers for
in 1973 to fight for the rights of all truck drivers, the
all that they do.
Association had humble beginnings and operated out of a
“I don’t think your average trucker encounters a lot of
trailer chained to a light pole at a truck stop in Grain Valley,
hospitality throughout the course of the day,” Martin said.
Mo. Now, OOIDA is the largest national organization of
“Between shippers, receivers, commercialized truck stops,
professional truck drivers in the United States with more
toll booths, scales, they don’t see a lot of hospitality. This
than 160,000 members.
show welcomes truck drivers with open arms.”
The show’s first full day will be Friday, Sept. 28, and will
For more information about the show and how to register,
include such activities as big rig burnouts, a tour of 4 State
Trucks, a truck and tractor pull, a motorcycle stunt rider
go to ChromeShopMafia.com. LL
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Great American Trucking Show
set for August
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

A mix of entertainment and industry
news will be showcased at the
Great American Trucking Show
in Dallas.
The 2018 edition of GATS will
be Aug. 23-25 at the Kay Bailey
Hutchison Convention Center.
There will be more than 500,000
square feet of event space,
according to the GATS website.
The annual trucking show will
include the Landstar Health and
Wellness Pavilion, as well as the
Recruiting Pavilion. In addition,
there will be three stages featuring
entertainment and information on
the industry. The Truckers News
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Stage in
Hall A will
feature the
Trucking’s Top
Rookie Award
presentation
and the
Trucker Talent
Search competition. The Overdrive
Stage in Hall D will host the Pride
and Polish awards ceremony,
as well as other seminars and
presentations. Exercise and cooking
demonstrations will be featured on
the Health Pavilion Stage.
There is no cost for the show for
those who preregister online. If you
wait to register at the show, tickets
will cost $10 each. Truck drivers

can park
par for
or free
ree in
n the
e TA & Petro
e ro
Truck Parking Community at the
Cotton Bowl’s Fair Park. There also
will be free shuttles to and from the
convention center.
Three finalists will compete in
the fifth annual Overdrive-Red
Eye Radio Trucker Talent Search
competition. The winner will receive
$1,000 and a recording session.
As of press time, a full list of
entertainers and speakers for GATS
had not been released.
Don’t forget to visit the OwnerOperator Independent Drivers
Association at booth No. 2213.
For more information about
GATS and to register online, visit
TruckShow.com. LL
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tECH NEWs

Trucking’s
little black book

GOES HIGH TECH

Keeping notes about
shippers and receivers
isn’t a new idea. It’s just
being implemented on
a different platform.

By Wendy Parker, staff writer

T
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OOIDA life member Mary “Candy” Bass has kept meticulous notes about
shippers and receivers for the past 44 years.

For the owner-operator negotiating their own loads,
knowledge is power and can turn “I’ll never go back
again” into “I’ll need more money to take this load.”
This way, you have information to back up the request.
For the company and dispatched driver, having
documented knowledge of time-consuming shippers
and receivers can help planners pinpoint problem
docks, and route accordingly, or even better, cease
service to the repeat offenders altogether.
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Top photo courtesy of TA/Petro; bottom photo courtesy of Candy Bass

ime is money, and when you’re on the road
specifically for the purpose of making money,
nothing is more costly, or aggravating, than
wasting time. Something as simple as an
obscured street sign or a dock that’s a half mile from
the street address can eat up vast amounts of the most
valuable commodity a professional driver has.
The idea of keeping tabs on shippers and receivers
isn’t new. Most drivers with a little experience keep
a record of some sort, be it mental or physical, of
the time-gobblers. Whether it’s a company driver
or owner-operator, the phrase “I will never go back
there again” has been uttered at least once.
OOIDA life member Mary “Candy” Bass realized
this early on in her trucking career. She’s kept
meticulous notes for 44 years, and can tell you very
specific details about the hundreds of shippers and
receivers she’s been to.
“I was never interested in whether or not they had a
toilet so much as how to get there,” she said. “There’s
so many places I’ve been with wrong addresses or
signs on the ground or people answering the phone
who can’t give directions to the place they work at.”
Money isn’t the only consideration when it comes
to having good information and directions. Safety is
a huge concern for drivers, especially in unfamiliar
territory. Missing the turn on a skinny backroad is
no joke. Candy’s been there. It is safe to say, after 44
years on the road as a company driver, that Candy’s
been everywhere and has the notes to prove it.

Enter the tech age
Dock411 was built to keep truckers moving
at a fast pace, prevent things like damaged
cargo or confusion at the docks,
and provide important information
truckers can use to make their day
safer and easier.
Knowing what to expect ahead
of time can make your drop offs
run smoothly. Things like hours
of operation, loading times, yard
hazards, backing situations, pallet
restrictions and even preview
images of the docks before arriving
provide time saving information
that is vital in today’s market.
A combination of crowd-sourced
information and input gathered
by the Dock411 team is vetted
and confirmed before being
implemented into the app. Fondly
referred to as “The Forge,” the app
relies on a group of retired and
disabled truck drivers with real,
practical road experience to sort
and verify all crowd-sourced tips.
OOIDA member Shawn Miller is
a data team member of The Forge
and continues to use his driving
experience on a daily basis.
Co-founder Daniel Serewicz
abides by the tried-and-true
statement of there being no
substitute for experience. Having input of tenured
drivers is the heart of his vision for the app. His personal
relationship with trucking began at the warehouse
management level, where he saw inefficiencies and lack of
respect for driver’s time from the other side of the dock. A
combination of both perspectives allows driver and shipper
to improve efficiency by using Dock411.
A chance meeting with Serewicz at the Mid-America
Trucking Show this year gave Candy Bass the opportunity
to share her information on a much larger platform.
After meeting Daniel, and hearing about the vision
Dock411 has for making life easier, safer and more
profitable for every driver, Candy realized she had an
abundance of information about shippers and receivers that
could be implemented.
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“I told him I had about eight
years’ worth of index cards in
storage he could have,” She said.
I got all the particulars written
down, who to talk to on the phone,
you know, that kind of stuff.
He was welcome to it, if it
would help.”
Nearly 800 multicolored index
cards later, Daniel has “that
kind of stuff” scanned and being
sorted for implementation into the
Dock411 app. And that kind of
stuff is powerful information, especially in today’s market.
If privacy is your concern, the app itself does not track
or mine any data from drivers. The only thing needed from
a user is a valid email and user name (handle). Like other
apps, knowing the location of your phone is necessary to
show the mapping in the right place.
Regardless of how the information is used, it is a benefit
and a gift from an experienced driver who only wants to
make things better for others on the road. Candy openly
admits to not even using the Dock411 app – yet.
“Heck, my 2-year-old great granddaughter could
probably work it better than me. I’m not great with things
like that, but I’m going to learn it. I’m just glad someone
can use the notes, and I told Daniel I don’t want ’em back.
Pass it on to someone who can use it.” LL
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CarGo sECuritY

‘No silver bullet’
for eliminating
cargo theft

Industry professionals say a
combination of better practices
and tougher criminal laws play a
role in reducing cargo thefts.
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

New laws to punish thieves
Originally from Chicago, Lewis comes from a trucking
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s long as there are trucks on the road, there will be
opportunities for cargo theft. And almost all of those
thefts will take place when the load is at rest and the
driver is not attending the cargo.
At the forefront of the industry’s response to these threats
is Keith Lewis, vice president of operations for Jersey City,
N.J.-based CargoNet, a cargo theft prevention and recovery
network. CargoNet uses analytics and information-sharing
between law enforcement and transportation industry
stakeholders to combat theft. CargoNet catalogs thefts,
aggregates data, and sends out reports
to clients advising them of emerging
trends and best practices for safety.
According to the company’s 2017
annual report on cargo theft, the total
number of reported theft incidents in
the U.S. and Canada dipped to 741
incidents, down from 891 reports in
2016. The drop in incidents is part of
a three-year trend that began in 2015.
Keith Lewis
Total loss values also decreased from
$129.4 million to $89.4 million.
Lewis says that a combination of factors is contributing
to the decline in the number of reported incidents. They
include more states adopting harsher penalties and fines to
punish cargo thieves, and shippers, receivers and drivers
adopting a more strategic approach that incorporates
multiple layers of security in their delivery systems.
“I would be so bold as to say that they are listening to
what we’re saying at CargoNet,” he said. “The tips and the
best practices; team drivers, locks, bolt seals, covert GPS
units. All those multilayered security approaches.”
A decrease in high-end commodity theft means lower
average loss values. According to CargoNet’s report, the
most common stolen commodity remains food
and beverage.
“It’s low-cost, high-volume, and it’s driving the numbers
in a different direction,” he said.
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family. He went to work in the family business and then in
third-party logistics before embarking on a 15-year career in
law enforcement for the Georgia Bureau of Investigation.
“Citizens don’t realize they’re paying for the cost of cargo
theft at the pump, when they go to the grocery store, when
they go to the appliance store, the electronics store,” Lewis
said in an interview with Land Line.
Lewis says one of the changes that has helped reduce cargo
theft in his own state of Georgia was a 2014 law that made
cargo theft a specific offense and imposed stiffer penalties for
the crime. Mandatory minimum sentencing guidelines under
the law have had an effect on discouraging cargo theft in the
Peach State, as theft incidents have fallen by 60 percent.
The Georgia law states that offenders who steal cargo from
trucks loaded with controlled substances, or pharmaceuticals,
valued at less than $10,000 would face fines up to $100,000
and/or up to 10 years in prison. Depending on the load type
and its value, those penalties can escalate all the way up to
30 years in prison and/or fines up to $1 million. The law
even covers fifth wheels, and any anti-theft locking device
attached to the fifth wheel. Any attempt to alter, move or sell
a fifth wheel could result in 10-year prison terms and/or
$100,000 fines.
Lewis said that when it came time to lobby for the state
to change its laws on cargo theft it required a coordinated
campaign by various stakeholders, including
law enforcement.
“We blanketed Georgia with billboards, with news stories,
constant communication with the media when we’d make
a big arrest,” he said. “We got together groups that were
interested in economic development and the negative impact
on that issue. If I was going to go after and garner support
(for similar legislation), I would show them what the cost of
cargo theft is to the state’s coffers.”
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
has supported similar legislation around the country. Doug
Morris, OOIDA’s director of security, says legislating stiffer
penalties is having a positive effect.
“It makes it less of a slap on the wrist if you get popped
now,” he said. “And criminals are aware of that. They try to
stay out of states that have these penalties, to some extent.”

Best practices
When it comes to reducing the total number of cargo thefts
and the significant decrease in loss values per theft incidents,
Lewis says there’s no one change that’s been “a
silver bullet.”
“All those little things are adding up,” he said.
He recommends drivers and owner-operators should never
leave a tractor and trailer unattended unless you have to.
He also said investing in devices like an air cuff, steering
column lock, and a dolly crank lock can make a tractor or
trailer less of a target for thieves. Covert GPS devices may
JULY 2018

What should you do if
cargo theft happens to you?
OOIDA’s Truck Insurance Department offers the following
tips and suggestions for keeping your truck and trailer safe
from cargo theft.
• Make sure your equipment and cargo are secured.
Security alarms that are audible with a shutdown
system on them are recommended. OOIDA offers
discounts on physical damage insurance coverage
for trucks that have one.
• Try not to leave your equipment loaded and
unattended.
• Avoid parking in certain areas that could put your
equipment and load at a higher risk. Park in lots with
cameras as often as possible.
If you find yourself the victim, do the following things.
• Contact the authorities and make a police report.
• Contact your carrier or receiver.
• Contact your insurance company to make a report.
Then cooperate with your insurance company during
the claim process.
• If you’re an OOIDA member and your truck and/or
trailer are stolen, you can notify TRACER to spread
the word among the trucking community.

not deter a thief but can aid law enforcement in recovering
the truck or trailer.
If a driver must leave a truck and trailer unattended,
Lewis says back up to a wall, a telephone pole, or any other
obstacle that makes it hard to take or break into your trailer.
“Just a couple small obstacles will deter that bad guy and
get them to go on to the next target,” he said.
One other thing drivers can do – take advantage of data and
reports from companies like CargoNet, and pay attention to
states, regions and areas where cargo theft activity
is increasing.
Morris said a few commonsense suggestions, like being
aware of your surroundings and not discussing any highvalue loads you may be hauling with strangers, can go a long
way to minimizing a driver’s risk of being targeted.
“Cargo theft guys camp out in areas where they know
shippers are distributing high-dollar loads,” he said.
“They’ll follow them for hundreds of miles looking for an
opportunity. Drivers have to be vigilant and not leave their
trucks unattended for a long period of time.
“Experienced drivers very seldom become victims of cargo
theft because they know the bad areas and either stay away
from them or are more cautious in those areas,” he said. “The
word gets out pretty quickly among experienced drivers
where an increase in truck and cargo thefts are occurring. I
receive calls on a regular basis from our members telling me
as much.” LL
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Your card.
Your savings.
Your OOIDA membership card
gives you more than 90 discounts,
rebates and more.
FREE
PrePass offers OOIDA members a monthly rate of
$14.90 per truck, plus a free trial. The automatic vehicle
identiﬁcation system enables participating transponderequipped commercial vehicles to be prescreened at
designated weigh stations and bypass the facility.

10%
TruckersHelper offers OOIDA members a 10% discount
on its range of trucking business software. A variety
of versions are available to meet the speciﬁc needs of
company drivers, owner-operators and small ﬂeets.

$$$
MembersEdge Load Board from DAT offers OOIDA
members the ﬁrst 30 days free and 10% off for life.
The load board was developed speciﬁcally for OOIDA
members and provides unlimited truckload searching and
truck posting, weather and road conditions, truck stop and
regulatory directories, and more.

5%
GiraffeG4 offers OOIDA members a 5% discount on
an in-cab, driver-programmable low-clearance collisionavoidance system. The system measures overhead
hazards up to 20 feet, giving the driver the opportunity to
avoid damage to the trailer.

$

10

The American Truck Historical
Society offers OOIDA members
$10 off regular annual U.S.
general membership dues. The
ATHS is dedicated to the collection
and preservation of the dynamic
history of trucks, the trucking
industry and its pioneers.

$$$
Michelin offers OOIDA members National Account
pricing on new Michelin and BF Goodrich tires,
including passenger tires. In addition, members gain
access to 24/7/365 response from Michelin’s
OnCall emergency road service program.

$1,500
Peterbilt offers
OOIDA members a
$1,500 cash rebate on
the following models: 579,
567 and 389 with a sleeper
72-inch or larger. Take retail delivery between Jan. 1,
2018, and Dec. 31, 2018, to take advantage of this offer.
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Not a member yet?
Call us! 816-229-5791
or visit www.ooida.com
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2018
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Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits
American Truck
Historical Society

Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Truckerdox
Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere

Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Truck & Trailer
American Trailer & Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
International Used
Truck Centers
Kenworth
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks
Western Star

Tires
Bauer Built
Goodyear

Just in case the
unthinkable happens
Getting hurt on the job is the last thing any owner-operator
needs. In addition to the pain from the injury, time off
work while injured can create financial pain as well.
Employee drivers are typically covered by a workers’
compensation plan. Owner-ops and drivers who live in
states that do not require such plans aren’t necessarily out
of luck. Many states allow independent truckers to purchase
a similar option – occupational accident coverage.
OOIDA offers three plans that include coverage for
accidental medical expenses, accidental dental expenses,
disability income, and accidental death and dismemberment as
well as benefits for travel assistance, identity theft resolution
services and discount prescription drugs. These plans range
from $500,000 in benefits to $2 million in benefits.
This news may be of particular interest to truckers
in Colorado. Lawmakers in the state recently passed a
law allowing the purchase of occupational accident (or
Occ Acc) plans. The law goes into effect Aug. 8.
For more information, call 800-715-9369
or email medben@ooida.com. LL
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Michelin
Octagon
Purcell Tire & Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental

SAFE DRIVING
Award Recipients
MEMBER

YEARS
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SUPPORTERS

Fuel
Truckers Advantage

Parts & Equipment
4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
Centramatic
ClearMotion
CSTK (Thermo King)
Dipetane
Donvel
Dura-Lite
Flitz International
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
RigMaster
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog
Verduyn Tarps
Xantrex
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

Services
Clean Slate Tax
DakotaPost
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
Interstate Sleep Apnea
Solutions
MyMilesMatter
National Truck Protection
Open Road Drivers Plan
Phoenix Sleep Solutions
PrePass
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers
Tax Defense Network
Taxation Solutions
Team CME
Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions

Corporate Supporters

SILVER LEVEL

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Cobra Electronics
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot & OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

OOIDA
GOLD LEVEL

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the Membership
Department at 816-229-5791 for details on discounts.

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors

%POBME88PMGPSE+S 29
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GIZMOS

By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

E

ngine fault codes are good, but what if you could know
of potential trouble even before a fault code popped

up?
Some big fleets have that advantage right now. Small
fleets and owner-operators?
Not yet, but the OEMs are working on it.
Daimler, Volvo, Mack, Peterbilt, Kenworth and others
have built remote diagnostics into their trucks and offer
the wireless service to make it work. The systems tell you
when a fault code pops up and how important it seems to be
in context. Those fault codes and the ability to capture and
deal with them promptly can prevent breakdowns that cost
a lot more than the diagnostic programs themselves.
Big fleets have taken the idea a step further. They use
the same engine and drive chain data and run it through
their own software, usually from a major supplier like
PeopleNet, Omnitracs or TMW – companies that also
provide wireless connectivity for major fleets.
“We get information that we put into a predictive
modeling algorithm. And we can tell within about
80 percent accuracy, within one to three days, where
their critical engine fault is going to go off,” said Scott
Vanselous, executive vice president of marketing and
strategy for TMW Systems. TMW Systems is the
Cleveland-based company that provides operations and
maintenance software for fleets like Knight, Covenant and
C.R. England – big guys.
TMW offers a software component called TMT Fleet
Maintenance, which in turn can include something called
TMT Predict.
“With Predict we get that data, we put it through our
algorithms, and we do a predictive evaluation to determine
whether the vehicle’s going to throw a fault code. The
algorithms then produce key values and tell the software
what equipment’s going to be throwing a code or a fault
in a one to three-day period. So the fleet manager can
determine whether to dispatch that unit or not,” he said.
So why can’t a single owner-operator with onboard or
remote diagnostics have the same advanced warning?
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It’s all about what they call big data. In this case, that data
comes not from just one truck but from hundreds, maybe
thousands, and it’s coming all the time. In most instances,
that’s what you call data overload – too much information
to grasp and turn into actionable information.
The term “big data” evolved in the 1990s to describe the
oceans of data being collected by more and more devices,
sensors and user input in virtually every business. So
sophisticated software was developed to digest massive
amounts of data and find patterns. Those patterns can
predict to one degree or another what stocks to buy or sell,
how much currency a government should print, or what
gizmo you’re most likely to order from Amazon. Now they
are doing something similar with truck data.
A dozen years ago in trucking there were 100 or so codes
being tracked on a typical truck engine and drivetrain.
Today there are more than 1,200. The resulting diagnostic
information can be overwhelming.
The algorithms TMW’s Vanselous mentioned are capable
of sifting through enormous amounts of data coming off a
large fleet of trucks to find patterns – data that has preceded
fault codes in the past, for instance. That kind of data
analysis becomes more useful the more data you have. So
a fleet of 1,500 trucks has a far better shot at anticipating
trouble than a fleet of 20. If you’re an owner-operator,
though, you’re pretty much out of the big data business – at
least on your own.
That may not be the case for much longer. Volvo, for one,
is working to provide big-data benefits to small fleets and
owner-operators, according to Volvo spokesman Brandon
Bragna. While you may not have big data, Volvo does.
Volvo’s remote diagnostics program is called, well, Volvo
Remote Diagnostics. If you don’t have telematics, they’ll
set you up with GeoTab, a fleet tracking company that also
offers ELD and other compliance applications. Bragna said
Volvo is developing diagnostic capability, and he expects
an announcement within a year.
You may not want to wait. Diagnostics, whether remote
or onboard, can help keep your equipment up and running.
In fact, it is getting more difficult to run without it.
“The equipment is just getting so complex and so
JULY 2018

Photo courtesy of Volvo

Will big data
benefit the little guy?

A dozen years ago in trucking
there were 100 or so codes being
tracked on a typical truck engine
and drivetrain. Today there are more
than 1,200. The resulting diagnostic
information can be overwhelming.
sophisticated that for the average fleet or the average fleet
shop it’s hard to keep up with the technology,” Vanselous
said. “You have it in the JPROs and the OEM diagnostic
systems. But it takes a skilled technician to decipher that data
and proceed with the right strategy to fix the problem, right?
And that’s really the challenge.”
JPRO is the line of diagnostic products from Greensboro,
N.C.-based Noregon. The company offers hardware, software,
and remote diagnostics for all size fleets and individual
owner-operators.
Today, all major nameplates offer remote diagnostics.
Daimler offers what they call Detroit Connect Virtual
Technician for Freightliners and Western Stars with Detroit
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engines. International offers On Command Connection,
Kenworth offers TruckTech+, Mack offers Guard Dog
Connect, and Peterbilt offers SmartLINQ. LL
A trucker for 10 years and trucking journalist for more
than 15 years, John Bendel’s biggest inspiration still
comes from his readers.
For his series in Land Line, he wants to know what
kind of technology has become part of your job.
Love it, hate it, how does it work for you? Email John
at John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
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Michelin’s Movin’ On conference reveals
future of electric vehicles and Ôsmart’ cities
Innovators and stakeholders from around the
globe got together to discuss the future of
mobility. Where do trucks fall in this equation?
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

MONTREAL Ð Smart and clean.
That was the theme for Michelin’s Movin’ On
conference, May 30 to June 1. Thousands of
stakeholders from across the world showed up as
everyone from government officials to startup companies
presented their innovative ideas that could be the future
of mobility and infrastructure.

Clean energy

Of all the presentations and displays, one thing was clear:
Companies and governments are looking to move away
from fossil fuels. Electricity was front and center, followed
by hydrogen fuel cells.
Several manufacturers allowed show-goers the
opportunity to drive their latest clean energy technology
vehicles. Cars ranged from the affordable (e.g., the Nissan
Leaf) to the more exotic (e.g., the BMW i8).
Saint-Jérôme, Québec-based Lion Electric Co.
announced its new 100 percent-electric transit minibus in
a presentation complete with jungle sounds and a couple
riding out of the bus on unicycles. Lion Electric CEO
Marc Bédard was rolled out on a dolly, reminiscent of a
scene from “Silence of the Lambs” (minus the face mask,
of course).
Combining electric powertrains with other alternative
fuels, French company Symbio announced its hydrogen
retrofit application called H2MotivHD. Essentially, this
allows vehicles running off electricity to travel further on a
single charge and reduce charging time.
Michelin’s big announcement this year is a plan to
manufacture all tires with 80 percent sustainable materials
and to have 100 percent of all tires recycled by 2048.
Clermont-Ferrand, France-based Michelin’s plan will
include 50 percent bio-sourced materials and 30 percent
recycled materials within 30 years. Currently, only 26
percent of tires are made with bio-sourced materials and 2
percent with recycled materials. The remaining 72 percent
is made up of petroleum-based materials.
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smart Cities

At the macro level of mobility is infrastructure. Cities
across the world are looking to introduce new technology
into their respective infrastructure plans.
More relevant to the United States, Bob Bennett, Kansas
City, Mo.’s chief innovation officer, was a speaker at
several workshops. Kansas City was a finalist city in the
U.S. Department of Transportation’s Smart City Challenge.
The city collected and analyzed data on travel flow, traffic
crashes, energy use, air pollution and residents’ health and
physical activity.

Electric vehicles were everywhere at Michelin’s Movin’ On conference.
Everything from all-electric buses to this all-electric police motorcycle.
(Photo by Tyson Fisher)

Lion Electric CEO Marc Bédard is literally rolled out during his
announcement of the all-electric transit minibus, the eLionM.
(Photo courtesy of Movin’ On)
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This all-electric refuse truck by Montreal-based Effenco highlights the move
to electric fleets by local governments. (Photo by Tyson Fisher)
A look at a converted all-electric engine by Ecotuned under the hood of a
Ford F-150. (Photo by Tyson Fisher)

BMW also has gotten into the electric game with its eye-catching i8. The i8 is
an electric hybrid pushing 369 hp and has a price tag of nearly $150,000. (Photo
by Tyson Fisher)

An exterior shot of Ecotuned’s converted electric Ford F-150. Clean energy
was a major theme at Michelin’s Movin’ On conference in Montreal. (Photo by
Tyson Fisher)

Part of Kansas City’s smart infrastructure includes
public Wi-Fi covering much of the downtown area.
Smart streetlights were installed, which have sensors
that monitor vehicle and pedestrian traffic. The city also
features technology that recognizes a gunshot and uses
triangulation to send the general location of the gunshot to
first responders.

What does all this mean to truckers?
Unless you are driving locally, regionally or in a country
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much smaller than the United States, much of this clean
energy and smart city talk will not affect you – yet. In the
long term, Michelin’s Movin’ On conference could be a
glimpse into the inevitable future.
Electrification of trucks? If you drive more than 200 miles
in one trip, the technology that will benefit a long-haul
trucker is in the distant future.
For example, Lion Electric’s eLionM all-electric minibus
can travel a whopping 150 miles on a single charge. This
is the same bus that warranted a grandiose launch party.
A company called Ecotuned, Montreal, can transform a
gas-guzzling Ford F-150 truck to a cleaner electric truck.
However, the range is under 100 miles on a full charge. A
full charge takes several hours.
Adam Murphy, vice president of business-to-business
marketing for Michelin North America, Greenville, S.C.,
told Land Line that approximately 30 percent of vehicle
efficiency is lost almost right away with internal combustion
engines. Efficiency can be improved through an electric
engine, including performance and life of tires, Murphy said.
As far as Michelin’s Vision plan is concerned, that is
three decades down the road. Even when it is implemented,
the tire company realizes it will be all for nothing if the
sustainable-material tires are not competitive economically
or in terms of performance.
In the meantime, Michelin will continue to expand its
existing tire technology, including improving on rolling
resistance. Just last year, the tire company launched its
most fuel-efficient tire yet, the XDA+. Michelin also
has partnered with Burlingame, Calif.-based Aperia
Technologies to create Auto Inflate. The technology is a
wheel-mounted tire-management solution that allows fleets
and owner-operators to automatically maintain optimal
tire pressure.

Bottom line: A combination of the United States
pulling out of the Paris Agreement, the large space the
country takes up and the lack of more long-distance
technology means that the innovation discussed at Movin’
On is a little more out of reach for American truckers. For
better or worse, the status quo is likely to remain intact for
many years. ll
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.
Introducing a program from OOIDA to assist members to stay
in compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.

With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and
easily establish compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA COMPLIANCE
CONNECTION offers a user friendly system with 24/7 access to your files.
DRIVER FILES:
✓ Review of all forms to ensure they are filled out completely and correctly
✓ Tracks expiration dates such as medical certificates, MVR’s,
CDL’s and will send alert notice before the document expires
EQUIPMENT FILES:
✓ Schedule and track all maintenance
✓ Houses annual inspections, roadside inspections, and DVIR’s
OTHER FILES:
✓ Keeps files and documents organized for user to easily put together records
for New Entrant Safety Audit
✓ Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs, and other resources in an
easy-to- access location
✓ Drug and Alcohol testing information can be stored in the system
Information can be sent confidentially and selectively to an authorized investigator.

Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of compliance recordkeeping and maintenance. Call OOIDA Business Services and
find out about OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
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Satisfied with
ÔNever SatisfiedÕ
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This extraordinary Kenworth has a unique and bold stance.

As much effort was put into the gorgeous interior as there was on the impressive exterior.

Folks, when you see the spectacular
photos, it’s not difficult to believe
that this truck has made a 110 percent
complete transformation. What you are
seeing today was initially unveiled to
the crowds at the 2017 Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky.
Never Satisfied has a 550-horsepower
Cummins ISX under the hood
with 3:73 gears and an 18-speed
transmission. It is equipped with a
14,600-pound steer axle, and 46,000pound full locking rear axles for heavyhaul application. That is an impressive
drivetrain, but the custom work is

what makes this truck a head-turner.
From front to back, just a few of the
tricky upgrades it sports are a 4 State
Trucks bumper lift kit, a 20-inch Valley
Chrome American Eagle bumper, Jones
Performance hood, steer axle Air Ride
by Horst, a painted drop sun visor,
lugnut covers by Roll On Customs,
8-inch Monster stacks, Moto mirrors,
12-gauge Customs mirror brackets,
hand painted step boxes, a long 72-inch
fifth-wheel slide, and a polished
aluminum fifth wheel from the Chrome
Shop Mafia and Bad Ass rear fenders.
The smooth paint job was applied by
JULY 2018

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

Some people buy a truck and it
stays as is for the duration of its
working years. But others, like J&L
Contracting out of Springfield, Mo.,
have much different plans. Let me
tell you the story of how J&L’s
W900 came to be the masterpiece
you see featured here today.
J&L Contracting LLC is a
well-known and well-respected
heavy-haul company that was
established in 2005 as primarily
an excavating company. It turned
into a heavy-haul company
to support their construction
company. The construction
division, Williams Construction
Corp., utilizes the trucking side
for movement of their equipment
in their day-to-day operations.
Owners of J&L Contracting, Jamie
and Malona Williams, established
this company and named it with the
initials of their children, Jack and
Lauren. The company has steadily
grown to 60 trucks today, moving
equipment for not only Williams
Construction Corp. but for many
other customers on a daily basis.
The truck pictured here is a
2008 Kenworth W900L and was
purchased by J&L as a used truck
in 2009. This KW was their first
sleeper truck and, incidentally, the
first truck Dustin Shipman hauled a
super-load with before the makeover.
The second driver in this truck was
Matt Schreiner, and throughout the
restoration Shipman, along with a
great crew, brought top-notch appeal
and crowd interaction to every show
they attended in 2017.

Peterbilt of Springfield/the Larson Group.
When you see this W9 in person, you
will want to be sure to check out under
the hood as well as the interior. Advance
Metal Fabricators, Springfield, built a
mirrored stainless firewall cover plus J&L
had the motor painted to match the truck.
Moving to the interior, Davis Bros.
Designs had a big hand in the uniqueness
and “wow” factor of the interior. You’ll
find a Rockwood dash kit, Bostrom
Wide Ride seats that were custom
re-upholstered to match the truck’s
stunning exterior. A JL Audio sound
system with a mere 20 speakers, plus
four powerful subwoofers and two flatscreen TV monitors. With the intense
backlighting inside the truck and the
sound system’s dynamic performance, it
will most definitely make people
take notice.
They attended MATS for a second
time in 2018, and we hope to see them at
several other shows this year as well.
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The three-tone paint scheme was even applied to the dashboard too.

Never Satisfied seems to be stirring up
attention at just about any show that the
J&L crew enters. Be sure to keep your
eyes peeled on the road for any of their
working-class show trucks, and feel free
to visit with anyone on their great team,
as they work daily in the central USA, or
catch them when they travel to
occasional shows from coast-to-coast. LL

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin
and his family own and
operate 4 State Trucks
in Joplin, Mo. They
have been entrenched
in trucking for three
generations and have
but one focus: To serve
America’s truckers and assist in keeping
them “looking good and rolling proud” as
they travel the highways.
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Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Squeaky bearings and an oil primer

Q

I had my ’06 Kenworth in for its safety
inspection, and the mechanic told me I had
a squeaky drive wheel bearing. He wanted to replace
all four wheel ends for a huge amount of money. He
said that it’s quicker and easier to replace the entire
hub with a pre-assembled unit than it is to replace and
properly set up new bearings. And it’s better to do all
four wheel ends on the tandem because if one is going,
the others will too.
I’ve done a fair amount of work on my own trucks
over the years. My questions for you are, one, is he
right about the wheel ends needing a great deal of
setup or is he just trying to pad his bill? Two, is this
something I can do myself?

Before attempting any wheel end
work, make sure your torque
wrench is accurately calibrated.

a

Let me answer your second question first. Wheel
end bearings are critical components of any
truck, whether in the steer, drive or trailer position. They
affect handling, braking and safety. One of the leading
causes of wheel loss, according to the Ontario Ministry
of Transportation, is bearing failure. After a number of
wheel-off crashes in the mid-1990s, the ministry has led
research on the subject.
Before deciding, research “wheel bearing adjustment”
on the internet. The most comprehensive and concise
document is Recommended Practice RP618A, Wheel
Bearing Adjustment Procedures, from TMC. If you
have a dial indicator and the specific installation tool
for your wheel-end assembly, and you believe you have
sufficient expertise to follow the procedures precisely, go
ahead and do it yourself. If not, you can buy a set of preassembled wheel hubs and bolt them on. They do save
time and come accurately set.
Before attempting any wheel end work, make sure
your torque wrench is accurately calibrated.
When lubricating a new bearing, use the same oil as in
the differential, not grease. Save the grease for steer or
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trailer axles.
I recommend changing all four wheel bearings or hubs
together, especially since each trip to a shop involves
downtime that cuts into revenue. Get it all done at once.
You’ll be ahead in the end.

Q

For most of my 30 years in trucking, I drove
locally or regionally, mostly in construction. It
was great. I got home every night, got to see my kids
grow up and had a good family life. After about 20
years, I got my own truck. I was living the dream. But
my kids grew up and started their own lives and my
wife got ill and passed away. The dream kind of faded.
So I bought a truck with a sleeper, a 2010 Freightliner
Cascadia with a 450 Detroit, and started driving over
the road.
What a difference. There’s so much to learn. But on
to my question. For 30 years, I’ve been using 15W-40
oil. It’s gone through lots of changes, and my drain
interval has gone from 8,000 miles to 20,000 with my
last truck. But that was about two-thirds highway,
one-fourth city and suburban streets and the rest offroad in construction sites. I drive as smoothly as I can,
with no jack-rabbit starts and lots of coasting to traffic
lights and exit ramps. So here’s the question: For the
best fuel economy, what oil should I use and how often
should I change it? And how many miles per gallon
should I expect?

a

As for the oil to use, your Detroit is a modern
motor and can take either of the 10W-30 oils,
CK-4 or FA-4. Even though FA-4 wasn’t approved until
2016, Detroit has approved it for use on 2010 and newer
motors. The switch to 10W-30 should improve mpg by at
least 2 percent, and to FA-4 instead of CK-4, by another
1 percent to 2 percent.
As for your second question, it’s always hard to
predict numbers. One man’s “excellent” may be the
next lady’s “terrible.” But you seem to drive reasonably
and switching to OTR should improve your hauling
efficiency considerably. Keep in mind you’ll be giving
up most of those empty “return” miles that help overall
mpg but don’t actually move any cargo.
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I would set an initial target of 7 to 7.5 mpg. After
the first 5,000 miles, calculate your results. If you
beat it, set a higher goal. If not, examine everything
you do, from idling time to gear selection.
As to drain interval, start with the recommendation
in your owner’s manual. If you want to extend
beyond that, use oil analysis.
Owner’s manuals are conservative, set to protect
the engine maker from warranty claims. They can
be exceeded, but only if you can document that
the oil is in good condition. Take a sample at the
recommended drain interval. If it comes back good,
take another sample in another two weeks or a
month and every two to four weeks thereafter.
Plot and graph the results and look for any
trends or abnormalities. If you notice any dramatic
changes, change the oil and use the next to last
sample interval as your new drain interval. Keep
using oil analysis to verify your new interval and as
support for any warranty claims.
In any event, I wouldn’t exceed six months
between drains. Other things need to be checked,
and they are often ignored during dry maintenance.
An oil drain saved is at least a half day of
additional uptime. That should be worth more than
the added cost of the synthetic oil and the analysis.
Always remember, increasing miles per gallon is just
one way to achieve your ultimate goal. Increasing
fuel economy is no more – or less – important
than reducing operating and maintenance costs or
increasing revenue. LL

DO YOU HaVE
a MaINTENaNCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.
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prESSUrE GaUGES

Load Weight Lbs
Load Weight Kg
Load Pressure 0-100 psi
Load Pressure 0-150 psi
ual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-100 psi
Dual
ual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-150 psi
Dual
Oil Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Air Pressure 0-100psi
Air Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Fuel Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Dual Reservoir Pressure Pri / Sec
Applied Brake Pressure 0-100 psi
Dual Applied Brake Pressure Front/Rear
Turbo Boost 0-100 psi

TEMpEraTUrE GaUGES

Outside
utside Air Temp C/F -99 to 180f (-72 to 82c)
Dual DIsplay Outside / Inside
Inside Temp
Heater / AC Vent Temp
al Display
splay
play Heater/AC Vent Temp/Outside Air Temp
Pyrometer: 3 Sizes, 2 1/16”, 3”, 3 1/8”
el Temp
p • Oil Temp • Trans Temp • Water Temp
mp
Axle Temp Front Drive or Rear Drive
Dual Display Axle Temp Front / Rear

MISC. GaUGES

NEW

GAUGES
LISTED IN

YELLOW

Voltometer
Amp Meter 120 Amp
Clock 12/24 Hr
Hour Meter Dual Display
Air Filter Monitor “H2O
Fuel Filter Restriction “hg
Fuel Level 0-100%
Speedometer 3 1/8” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer 3 1/8”
Speedometer KW 5” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer KW 5”

• The
e bright
r g LED displays
sp ays automatically adjusts to your cab’s
ambient light for easy viewing - day or night.
• Small gauges ﬁt a standard 2-1/16” dia. hole.
Larger tach and speedo ﬁt standard 3-1/8” dia. hole.
• Your choice of chrome or black bezels.
• Includes high accuracy sensors with easy plug in cable assembly.
* Lifetime warranty excludes sensor cable and abuse
• Established 1985
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Changing the conversation
Shell’s Starship initiative
challenges conventional
thinking on
fuel mileage.

The Shell Starship. (Photo courtesy of Shell)

By Jami Jones, managing editor

T

he term “fuel mileage” is very
specific in its definition. It’s the
number of miles traveled on a
single gallon of fuel. It always has
meant that, always will. But is it the
most efficient measure of a heavyduty truck’s performance? That’s the
debate that Shell Rotella’s Starship
Initiative takes on.
Four years ago Shell Rotella
partnered with Bob Sliwa, founder
and president of AirFlow Truck Co.,
Newington, Conn., to embark on the
Starship initiative. The goal was to
co-engineer a truck that redefined
the conversation on the importance
of measuring fuel consumption and
freight transportation.
Sliwa has been reimagining
conventional heavy-duty trucks
since the 1980s. His first truck was
modified from a 1980 Ford CL9000.
At the time, he was just old enough
to have a chauffeur’s license, the
forerunner to today’s CDL, when
he bought the truck and became an
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owner-operator. Even though he
drove for maximum fuel economy,
the best he could average was
4.4 mpg.
Relying on his tinkering and a
successful drag racing background, he
started improving the truck.
From racing and his research, he
knew that aerodynamics, driving
technique and parasitic loads affect
fuel economy. Truck aerodynamics
were still in their infancy in 1983,
when Bob built what must be the
first-ever working aerodynamic truck.
Since then, Sliwa built two more
concept trucks. Always he was
looking for optimum fuel mileage.
However, in search of that he
admittedly looked for light-weight,
high-paying loads for testing.
Enter Shell Rotella in 2014 and the
concept of freight-ton efficiency.

Starting
a conversation
In explaining the optimum goal of
moving the most amount of freight
with the least amount of fuel, Bob

Mainwaring, technology manager for
innovation and Starship technology
lead for Shell, put it like this: “Why
do we use a 32,000-pound tractortrailer to haul 4,000 pounds of pingpong balls (cubing out of freight as
opposed to grossing out)?
“The answer is because we have
it. But this is all about starting a
conversation,” Mainwaring said.
To change the conversation, the
Starship Initiative is essentially a
“one-off” truck with every detail
reimagined and re-engineered, not
necessarily with futuristic technology
but rather with technology that is offthe-shelf available today or modified
only slightly.
Dan Arcy, Shell Technology
team leader, explained that when
Shell entered into the collaborative
agreement with Sliwa there had
already been a considerable
investment – of time – in the truck.
“Bob had invested about 8,000
hours in the development of the
truck,” Arcy said. “If you start to take
into account the suppliers, partners,
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Shell staff, that number goes a
lot higher.”
That wasn’t just fabricating and
building the truck. It was imagining
the truck.
One of the more distinctive yet likely
overlooked features is the windshield.
Spanning nearly 5 feet from nose to
the A pillar, the curved piece of glass
is actually DOT-approved. Mainwaring
said a windshield like the Starship’s can
be sketched out by almost anyone.
“But who can build it?”
After managing to get the windshield
produced, that led to another problem.
“One of the keep-me-up-at-night
problems was developing the windshield
wiper system,” Sliwa said.

Bob Sliwa shows journalists the various aspects of “mission control” in the Shell Starship.
(Photo by Jami Jones)

Proof is in
the performance
It’s a combination of a million little
Continued on Page 74
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Changing the conversation
From Page 73

things that come together to create the Starship. But in
the end, the question is: What can it do?
Shell put the Starship to the test with a cross-country
run that spanned six days in May.
On May 18, the Starship left San Diego loaded with
39,900 pounds of rock and other materials used to build
artificial reefs. It had a gross weight of 73,000 total,
heading for Jacksonville, Fla.
The trek culminated on May 24.
The truck faced real-world conditions of stopped traffic
for a crash, 75 mph crosswinds, rain and all of the other
“fun” of being a “real truck.”
Sliwa drove the trip and admitted it was stressful
working to maximize fuel efficiency while fully loaded,
protecting himself, the truck and those around him.
“The stress I had every single day driving down the
highway. All day long there were cars coming by with
cellphones out
taking pictures
and videos,” Sliwa
said. “Truckers
were the worst.
There was one that
slowed down in
the left lane going
40-something
wanting me to
pass him on the
right so they could
take a picture or
video of it.”
Running on
electronic logs,
– Bob Mainwaring, Shell technology
most the trip
manager for innovation
averaged around
56-58 mph.
However one stretch in Texas forced Sliwa to speed up
to 64-65 mph just to get that scheduled portion of the trip
done within his 11 hours of allotted driving time.
The final total truck and cargo weight was close to
73,000 pounds, which is 28 percent heavier than the
average total gross vehicle weight of 57,000 pounds for
a U.S. on-highway Class 8 truck. The payload weighed
in at 39,900 pounds. That is 77 percent more mass than
the U.S. average payload of 22,500 pounds. The payload
was clean reef material destined for a new offshore reef
installation in Florida.
For the entire journey, which included vastly different
road, weather and terrain conditions, the Starship
truck’s total average fuel economy was 8.94 miles per
gallon. Compare that to the average U.S. fuel economy
for transport trucks at 6.4 miles per gallons. The best

“Why do we use a 32,000pound tractor-trailer to haul
4,000 pounds of pingpong balls (cubing out
of freight as opposed to
grossing out)? The answer
is because we have it. But
this is all about starting a
conversation.”
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mileage during the drive was 10.2 miles
per gallon.
But, back to the conversation that Shell
is talking about, less fuel moving more
freight means less carbon dioxide.
And, there is a difference in terms of
carbon dioxide emissions. If all trucks
in the U.S. – all 2 million of them –
reached the overall fuel economy and
freight ton efficiency performance of
Starship, they would emit an estimated
229 million fewer tons of carbon dioxide
into the atmosphere per year. A reduction
of 229 million tons would correspond to
a huge 60-percent reduction in carbon
dioxide emissions from the U.S. truck
fleet. That highlights an additional
benefit of the enhanced economy and
increased loading strategy adopted within
the Starship Initiative.
“The Shell team didn’t take the easy
road to trying to achieve the best results
they could with their first drive with
the truck,” said Mike Roeth, executive
director of the North American Council
for Freight Efficiency.
“They knew they wanted to make the
truck run, but they went a step further.
They carried a much heavier load than
many average truckers on the road
carry and traveled a longer route in an
uncontrolled environment with a variety
of technologies not tested in these realworld conditions,” Roeth said. “For us,
it was a rewarding opportunity to see
the truck move from an idea on paper to
traveling with the team on the road to
help verify the run results.”
This truck is just the beginning of
what Shell intends to achieve through its
co-engineering partnerships with
the Starship.
“For me what is fantastic on this
initiative – this truck could be on
the road today,” said Carlos Maurer,
president of Shell Lubricants Americas.
“All of the technologies are ready. They
can be commercialized in a very short
period of time. We will continue to learn.
We will continue to improve.
“These results, we consider them
a baseline.”
Consider that the announcement –
there will be a Starship 2.0. LL
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Disputing errors on your credit report
John, an owner-operator, called to
discuss his credit report.

Q

a

Yes. First of all, are you
aware of the dispute and why
was it initiated? Are you otherwise in
good standing with that credit
card company?

Consumer
reporting agencies
To get copies of your credit report,
either call or go online and request a
copy. It’s important to get a copy from
all three credit bureaus since each
one may have different information.
Equifax
Credit Information Services
P.O. Box 740241
Atlanta, GA 30374
(866) 349-5191
Equifax.com
Experian – South Office
National Consumer Assistance
Center
P.O. Box 2002
Allen, TX 75013
(888) 397-3742
Experian.com
TransUnion
Consumer Disclosure Center
P.O. Box 1000
Chester, PA 19022
(800) 916-8800
TUC.com
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Q

I’m not aware of any dispute.
Maybe one was initiated
years ago, but I am current in my
credit card payments. Should I call
the credit card company?

a

Yes. Tell them you are not in
dispute with anything, and if
they have no dispute with you, ask
them to send a letter to the three credit
bureaus and a copy to you asking to
drop the “dispute” label. Then call the
bureaus yourself, waiting at least two
or three days, to make sure the
“dispute” label was removed. If not,
tell the credit bureaus to remove it.
They must investigate your
problem, usually within 30 days.
The credit bureaus also will notify
the information provider (creditor
that reported the information) of
the dispute. If the information
provider (creditor) finds the disputed
information to be inaccurate, they
must notify all nationwide credit
bureaus so they can correct your files.
Also, any disputed information that
cannot be verified must be deleted
from your file.

Q

What else can I do to make
sure all will be taken care
of properly?

a

In addition to calling and
protesting online, and to

review what we said previously, make
sure you have or will follow the
procedures below.
■ Contact the creditor first to request
they send corrected information to
the credit bureau. If you are unable
to get the creditor to correct the error,
write a letter to the credit bureau.

■ Make a copy of your credit report
and identify each item you feel is
incorrect.

■ Write a “dispute” letter listing
each disputed item, state if the
item is inaccurate, incomplete or
false and why. Request that the
item be corrected, updated or
deleted (whatever the case may be).
Enclose copies of any supporting
documentation that backs up your
claim. Request an investigation into
the matter as soon as possible. Also
request that the letter be made a
permanent part of your credit record.

■ Send a copy to each credit bureau
and the creditor.

■ Send everything certified, and get
a return receipt, to document that the
materials are received.

■ Keep copies of all correspondence
and documentation for yourself. Do
not send originals.

■ When the investigation is
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“I am trying to refinance my
equipment loans and, even
though I have a good credit score,
the bank will not proceed with the
refinance because one of my credit
cards indicates that there is a
dispute,” he said. “I’m very
frustrated and feel I’m up against a
stone wall. Can you help me?”

from our clients about their credit
report scores, we recommend that
everyone periodically review their
FUHGLWUHSRUW6WDWLVWLFVLQGLFDWHWKDW
SHUFHQWRIFUHGLWUHSRUWVUHIOHFW
GDPDJLQJHUURUV7KLVLVHVSHFLDOO\
important if you are planning on
making any major purchases,
such as new equipment or buying
DKRPHLL

complete, the credit bureaus must
give you written results and a free
copy of your credit report if the
dispute results in a change. You
also may request that they send
notices of corrections to anyone
who received your credit report in
the past six months.

Negative information
:KHQ\RXKDYHQHJDWLYH
information on your credit report
that is accurate, the only way to get
LWUHPRYHGLVZLWKWLPH%DQNUXSWF\
LQIRUPDWLRQPD\EHUHSRUWHGIRU
\HDUV2WKHULQIRUPDWLRQVXFKDV
foreclosures and short sales, usually
UHPDLQVIRUVHYHQ\HDUV/DZVXLWV
or unpaid judgments against you
can be reported for seven years or
until the statute of limitations runs
RXWZKLFKHYHULVORQJHU&ULPLQDO
convictions may be reported
ZLWKRXWDQ\WLPHOLPLWDWLRQ
Because we get numerous calls

This article has been presented by
PBS Tax and Bookkeeping Service,
a company that has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping
services to the trucking industry for
more than a quarter century. If you
would like further information, please
contact us at 800-697-5153. Visit our
website at PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give specific
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

pbstax.com

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER
& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
+ Income Tax Preparation
+ Bookkeeping Services
+ Quarterly Estimated Taxes
+ Financial Statements
+ Corporate & LLC formations

KEEP MORE OF WHAT
YOU EARN AND
LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Making healthy smiles
affordable.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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only

159

$

for Truckers

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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rOaDLaW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

The sleeping dog
At some point, we have all dealt with
an issue or issues we really didn’t
want to deal with, wished would go
away, or thought if we just ignore
it long enough the problem would
simply go away on its own.
It is not uncommon in the
bureaucratic quagmire of most
departments of motor vehicles and
CDL divisions that enforcement
of federal motor carrier safety
regulations can be lax. Sometimes

I’ve never heard of
having your CDL
disqualified for life.
That seems pretty
harsh. Where can I
find this information?
a driving record problem can fall
through the cracks. For example, it
is not uncommon for one state to not
report your traffic ticket conviction
or that a traffic ticket conviction
reports a little differently when it
comes in electronically from out of
state to your home state. Regardless
of the situation, sometimes that
sleeping dog wakes up, and we have
to deal with the issue.

Q.

I recently moved from
Minnesota to Florida
and went to get my CDL changed
over. While I was in the process of
doing this, the clerk said that they
couldn’t issue a CDL to me because
I should have been disqualified
for life for two DUI convictions.
My old state of Minnesota never
gave me a problem with this.
What’s the deal with Florida?

a
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Although Minnesota never
took any administrative

action against your license after your
two DUI convictions, it doesn’t mean
they shouldn’t have. When you
became a resident of Florida, the
Florida DMV retrieved your old
driver record from Minnesota via the
Commercial Driver License
Information System and reviewed
your conviction history. According to
the federal motor carrier safety
regulations, once they found your
two prior DUI convictions they had
no choice but to enforce your
lifetime disqualification.

Q.

I’ve never heard of having
your CDL disqualified for
life. That seems pretty harsh. Where
can I find this information?

a

If you have a copy of the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulation Handbook, the important
section is Table 1 in Section 383.51.
Further, it is very important to
understand that many of the
violations in this section also
apply to the operation of a
noncommercial vehicle.

Q.
a

The other option would be to
pursue post-conviction relief, i.e.,
try to go back to court to have one
of your DUI convictions vacated or
removed from your driver record.
Of course, going back to court to
attempt to have one of your DUI
convictions removed can be a very
expensive and time-consuming
process, and success is not always
easy or even guaranteed. There
are several factors that will dictate
success with this process, like the age
of the conviction, whether you were
represented by an attorney at the time
of your original conviction, and the
jurisdiction or place you received the
DUI will all play a crucial role
to your post-conviction success
or failure.
To further complicate the matter,
if you received an Administrative
License Suspension for having a
blood alcohol concentration over the
legal limit or allegedly refused to
take an alcohol test, then regardless
of whether we can get your DUI
conviction vacated or reset, Section
383.51 will still come into play for
the lifetime disqualification. LL

Is there anything I can do to
get my CDL back?

Yes, a state can reinstate
your CDL after 10 years and
after you have completed a
rehabilitation program. The main
question is whether your licensing
state has a program in place to allow
you to pursue this option if you
choose to. If they don’t, then you
have to figure out whether you can
be reinstated in another state that
allows for the 10-year reinstatement.
Of course, 10 years is a long time to
wait so, depending on your age, 10
years may not be an option for you.

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call 405242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or email
RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for specific
advice on your situation.
JULY 2018
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OOIDA can help

giving truck owners a heads
up: It’s time to think about the
federal highway use tax for
heavy vehicles. It’s that $550 fee
you pay each year when you file
an IRS Form 2290.
The current tax period for
heavy vehicles begins on July
1, 2018, and ends on June
30, 2019. The balance due
shown on Form 2290 must be
paid in full by the due date
of the return. For trucks and
other taxable vehicles in use
during July, Form 2290 and
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payment are due this year on
Aug. 31. State governments
are required to receive proof of
payment of the federal heavy
vehicle use tax as a condition
of vehicle registration.
Fleets with 25 or more
vehicles must pay online with
the IRS. Smaller fleets still have
the option of paying by mailed
check or money order or online.
Remember, in most places
you can no longer just drive to
the nearest IRS office to process
your Form 2290. OOIDA Permit
and Licensing Department
Supervisor Crystal Minardi
says it is extremely difficult to
get timely appointments at the
IRS. She said the lead time on
appointments is so long that it’s

difficult to get one before the
fee is due.
Also remember, you must
have an Employer Identification
Number to e-file. You cannot use
your Social Security number.
If you are comfortable filing
them yourself online, you can
do so at OOIDA2290.com.
That service charges a small
processing charge.
“If you feel like you need help,
OOIDA Permits and Licensing
Department can assist members
with filing the Form 2290 for a
service fee,” Minardi said.
In general, the federal heavy
vehicle use tax applies to
trucks, truck tractors and buses
with a gross taxable weight of
55,000 pounds or more. LL
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EQUIPMENT NEWS

Drum rolls and pin drops
When Daimler unveiled its new
electric trucks, it was the fanfare,
not the sound of the engines, that
everyone heard.
By Suzanne Stempinski, contributing field editor

&XHWKHPXVLF7KHUH¶VDELJDQQRXQFHPHQWWDNLQJSODFH
0D\EHLW¶VDQHZWUXFN:DLW6WRSWKHPXVLF:HZDQW
\RXWRKHDULWUROOLQ
But there was no engine noise as the new eCascadia
PDGHLWVILUVWLQGXVWU\DSSHDUDQFHLQ3RUWODQG2UH
Instead of the growl and clank of diesel, the Class 8
H&DVFDGLDUROOHGLQVLOHQWO\,WZDVRSHUDWLQJVROHO\RQ
EDWWHULHVDQGFDSDEOHRIKDXOLQJWRDUDQJHRIPLOHV
RQDVLQJOHFKDUJH:LWKDPLQXWHFKDUJLQJEUHDN\RX
DUHJRRGWRJRIRUDQRWKHUPLOHV
,WLVQRWUHDG\IRUORQJKDXODSSOLFDWLRQV\HW+RZHYHU
LWPLJKWEHDJUHDWILWIRUSRUWKDXOHUVRUVOLJKWO\ORQJHU
WKDQORFDOUXQVZKHUHWKHWULSOHQJWKLVPLOHVRQH
ZD\,WVLQVWUXPHQWVSURYLGHSHUIRUPDQFHGDWDWRRSWLPL]H
EDWWHU\OLIHDQGSRZHUWUDLQ
If the eCascadia isn’t the right fit for your operation,
PD\EH\RX¶UHUHDG\IRUDQH07KLVER[WUXFNLVD
SHUIHFWVL]HIRUSLFNXSDQGGHOLYHUDSSOLFDWLRQV
5HPHPEHUWKDWODVWPLOHEXVLQHVV\RXZHUHUHDG\WR
MXPSLQWR":KDWLI\RXUWUXFNFRXOGEHTXLHWHPLVVLRQ
free and energy efficient?
:LWKSHDNKRUVHSRZHUDQGDUDQJHRIXSWR
PLOHV\RXFRXOGPDNHDORWRISLFNXSVDQG
GHOLYHULHV3OXVLQURXJKO\PLQXWHV\RXFDQUHFKDUJH
DSSUR[LPDWHO\SHUFHQW±WKDWLVDQRWKHUPLOHV
7KDW¶VDIXOOGD\UXQQLQJORFDO/RRNIRUWKHVHWUXFNVWR
EHJLQSURGXFWLRQLQ

New automated
truck research center

OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499

(&03(&508/ ,:t

80 LAND LINE

6RZKHUHGRHVWKHPDJLFKDSSHQ":KRWDNHVLGHDVRI
future vehicles and brings them to life?
'DLPOHU7UXFNVKDVFRPPLWWHGWRWKHFUHDWLRQRIDQHZ
$XWRPDWHG7UXFN5HVHDUFKDQG'HYHORSPHQW&HQWHU
LQ3RUWODQG7KHIDFLOLW\ZLOOIRFXVRQDOODVSHFWVRI
development, testing and validation necessary for the
YDULRXVOHYHOVRIDXWRPDWLRQ
“Our approach to developing highly automated driving
technology will draw upon our proven expertise and
long history of commercializing safe, reliable and fully
LQWHJUDWHGFRPPHUFLDOYHKLFOHV´VDLG5RJHU1LHOVHQ
SUHVLGHQWDQG&(2RI'DLPOHU7UXFNV1RUWK$PHULFD
One of the recent developments in the area of
DXWRPDWHGWUXFNGULYLQJLVNQRZQDVSDLULQJRUWZRWUXFN
SODWRRQLQJ,WZDVGHPRQVWUDWHGGXULQJ'DLPOHU¶V&DSLWDO
JULY 2018

The Class 8 eCascadia operates solely on batteries and is capable
of hauling to a range of 250 miles on a single charge. The eM2 has a
range of up to 230 miles. (Courtesy of Daimler)

0DUNHWDQG7HFKQRORJ\'D\RQ-XQH
7KLVIXHOVDYLQJWHFKQRORJ\LVDOVRDVWHSRQWKHSDWKWR
PRUHKLJKO\DXWRPDWHGYHKLFOHV,WXVHVUDGDUDQGFDPHUD
sensor systems currently available as part of Detroit
$VVXUDQFHDORQJZLWKYHKLFOHWRYHKLFOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQV
DQGDGYDQFHGGULYHUDVVLVWDQFHV\VWHPV
%UDNLQJLVFRRUGLQDWHGDFURVVWKHFRQQHFWHGYHKLFOHV
Steering is partially automated to keep the trucks in the
FHQWHURIWKHLUODQHV7KHYHKLFOHVIROORZLQJWKHOHDGWUXFN
UHVSRQGWREUDNLQJFRPPDQGVLQOHVVWKDQVHFRQGV,W
LVPXFKIDVWHUWKDQDGULYHUFDQUHDFW7KDWDOORZVFORVHU
IROORZLQJGLVWDQFHV

Connectivity makes
trucks ‘business machines’

$YDLODEOHLQIRXUWKTXDUWHUWZRQHZFRQQHFWLYLW\
UHODWHGVHUYLFHVIURP'DLPOHU7UXFNV1RUWK$PHULFDDUH
designed to give truck owners and fleets new power to
FUHDWHHOHFWURQLFORJJLQJV\VWHPVGHYHORSGULYHUVFRULQJ
apps that use data from the truck, and get direct access to
WUXFNGDWDIRUEDFNHQGV\VWHPV
“Connected vehicles are commonplace, but not all
connected vehicles are business machines, as trucks are,”
VDLG-DVRQ.UDMHZVNLGLUHFWRURIFRQQHFWLYLW\IRU'DLPOHU
7UXFNV1RUWK$PHULFD³9DOXHQHHGVWREHFUHDWHGIRU
HYHU\RQHZKRWRXFKHVRXUWUXFNV´
He said the value of a connected truck is directly tied
to the people who interact with it, from the driver or
WHFKQLFLDQWRDIXHORUIOHHWPDQDJHU
Krajewski demonstrated features of the Detroit Connect
platform, such as remote diagnostics services with Detroit
&RQQHFW9LUWXDO7HFKQLFLDQ7KLVLVDYDLODEOHRQDOO'HWURLW
HQJLQHVLQFOXGLQJWKH'HWURLW''DQG''DFURVVDOO
'71$WUXFNPRGHOV
'HWURLW&RQQHFW5HPRWH8SGDWHVH[FOXVLYHWRWKH
QHZ)UHLJKWOLQHU&DVFDGLDOHWVFXVWRPHUVVHFXUHO\PDNH
RYHUWKHDLUHQJLQHSDUDPHWHUFKDQJHV,WDOVROHWVWKHP
download Detroit Diesel Engine Control performance
UHSRUWV
:LWKWKLVLQSODFHIOHHWPDQDJHUVQRORQJHUKDYHWRZDLW
for trucks to come in to the shop to change key parameters,
VXFKDVWRSVSHHGRULGOHVKXWGRZQWLPH:LWKDIHZFOLFNV
of a mouse they can change those parameters, for one truck
RUXSWRWKHHQWLUHIOHHWLL
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Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

t76% of 100%
t100% of Fuel Surcharge
tFlatbed experience required

513-476-7032
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YOUrHEaLTH
John McElligott, M.D.

Summer heat creates health risks for truckers
get in a minimum of 2-3 liters – 4
cups is about a liter – every 24-hour
period.
Heat exhaustion or stroke – that’s
often the big question. You can tell
the difference by paying attention to
some simple details.
The cab of your truck is probably
pretty cool and comfy when you
have the key on. The 2018 Land
Line Reader Survey says 56 percent
of respondents do not yet use an
alternative to idling. So, while heat
stress is a rare issue when the truck
is running, there is clear danger for
many drivers who are securing a
load, inspecting a truck, or simply
parked in a strict no-idle spot on a
hot day.

Drivers, remember this.
You’ll need at least 2-3
liters – 4 cups is about
a liter – of water a day.
On a hot day you may
need more.
Heat stress happens quickly. On
a hot day, a driver can become heat
sick and even acutely incapacitated
in as little as 30 minutes if not
careful. While the Centers for
Disease Control tell people working
in the heat to rest, drink and find
shade from the sun, a trucker on
the clock can’t always do that. Heat
does not “stop the clock.”
Heat is stressful to the fittest of
drivers and extremely dangerous to
those with poor physical stamina,
weight issues, underlying medical
issues like high blood pressure, and
medications like diuretics, which
can make you dehydrated.
If you were going to do one thing
to help prevent heat sickness, it’s
to stay hydrated. A driver needs to
82 LAND LINE

HEaT STrOkE
Heat stroke is the most serious heatrelated disorder. It occurs when the
body becomes unable to control its
temperature: The body’s temperature
rises rapidly, the sweating
mechanism fails, and the body is
unable to cool down. When heat
stroke occurs, the body temperature
can rise to 106 degrees or higher
within 10 to 15 minutes. Heat
stroke can cause death or permanent
disability if emergency treatment is
not given.

Heat stroke symptoms:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hot, dry skin or profuse sweating
Hallucinations
Chills
Throbbing headache
High body temperature
Confusion/dizziness
Slurred speech

If you think you are having a heat
stroke, get help. If you are first on
the scene for a fellow trucker, call
911. Move the driver to a cooler or
shadier area, and try to cool him/her
down with water.

HEaT EXHaUSTION
Heat exhaustion is the body’s
response to an excessive loss of
water and salt, usually through
excessive sweating.

Heat exhaustion symptoms:
•
•
•
•

Heavy sweating
Extreme weakness or fatigue
Dizziness, confusion
Nausea

•
•
•
•

Clammy, moist skin
Pale or flushed complexion
Muscle cramps
Slightly elevated body
temperature
• Fast and shallow breathing

If you are suffering from heat
exhaustion, get to an air-conditioned
area, drink plenty of water (or cool,
nonalcoholic beverage). If you
can, take a cool shower or sponge
yourself off. If you are helping
another trucker or industry worker,
follow the same routine.

FaINTING
“Heat syncope” is when you
overheat and faint. It may be heat
exhaustion or heat stroke. Both can
cause blacking out (syncope).
You can tell the difference by
paying attention to some simple
details. Was your skin red hot and
dry? Or was it sweaty and cool? As I
said above, the former is heat stroke
– when you quit sweating. The latter
is heat exhaustion – when you sweat
excessively. Whichever one it was,
you need to replace your fluids and
electrolytes immediately.
Once you have either condition,
you are more prone to having it
again. Make this important note to
yourself: Don’t underestimate
the sun. LL

John McElligott is an M.D., Fellow of
the American College of Physicians,
and medical director of the St.
Christopher Trucker Development
and Relief Fund. This column is the
opinion of the writer and does not
necessarily reflect the opinions of
Land Line Magazine or its publisher.
Please remember everyone’s health
situation is different. If you have
questions regarding medical issues,
consult your personal physician.
JULY 2018

parkING NEWS

Manitoba decides to keep popular rest area on Trans-Canada Highway
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Shortly after announcing possible closures of rest areas,
the provincial government in Manitoba has decided to
keep at least one popular rest area open after all.
Manitoba Infrastructure Minister Ron Schuler
announced in May that the government was looking at
shutting down several rest areas throughout the province.
Pine Grove rest area between Winnipeg and Ontario on
the Trans-Canada Highway was the first to be reviewed.
Pine Grove is the only rest area along the highway
between Winnipeg and Ontario. Motorists, including
truckers, rely on the rest area for restrooms and a place
to rest.
Recently, Schuler announced that the government will
keep the Pine Grove rest area, Manitoba spokesman Glen
Cassie confirmed to Land Line. Shuler considered
shutting down the rest area that needs approximately
$1.6 million in sewage repairs.
“On the issue of Pine Grove, the previous government
closed 10 rest stops, transferred two to municipalities,
and put Pine Grove under review,” Schuler said in a
statement. “This rest area will remain open.”
Before making his decision, Schuler had pointed out
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that there are several
gas stations about 12
miles away in either
direction. However,
many were skeptical
about businesses
willing to take on
the needs of the
traveling public.
Shortly after the
provincial government announced the possible closure,
a petition to keep Pine Grove open was established on
Change.org. More than 7,000 people signed the petition,
many of whom were worried about private businesses
accommodating their needs.
“Most businesses and service stations are not happy
with people using their facilities when not purchasing
anything,” one person wrote. “I don’t think the
government should be putting the responsibility onto
private businesses to provide rest stops.”
Another person wrote, “Local businesses do not have
the infrastructure or space to accommodate the
volumes that Pine Grove currently services. Keep Pine
Grove open!” LL
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DASHBOARDCONFIDENTIAL
Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

Pick a favorite, any favorite
Looking back at a lengthy trucking
career, I have had some pretty
standout gigs.
In the ’70s I hauled freight, booze
and more freight. I wanted to do
more. Doing the meat and produce
routes back in the early ’80s, I would
load one stop in the Upper Midwest
at a meat packinghouse and deliver
14 New York stops in Manhattan to
the Lower West Side meat markets.

I pretended to not
notice, as if sitting next
to Catwoman is an
everyday thing. Be still
my beating heart.
I loved that. Seriously. Of course,
a cabover Kenworth and a 48-foot
trailer helped, and I still had to climb
curbs, but sick puppy that I am I
loved it. I never had trouble getting
that trip since other guys hated it.
Doing the high-end car hauler gig
for almost 34 years, I have been
fortunate to have met many celebs
– movie, TV, music and sports
people – and average guys with
cool cars. Some of them were Eddie
Murphy, Chris Rock, Jerry Seinfeld,
Greg Allman, Warren Beatty, James
Brown, Vanessa Williams, Bruce
Willis, Paul Newman and the list goes
on for pages. I was never “starstruck”
and treated my customers with
respect. I was always discreet and
revisited many over and over. There
is something very flattering about
getting a phone call from Jay Leno,
checking on his 1919 Stutz Bearcat
race car and being able to talk cars
84 LAND LINE

and motorcycles. Mr. Leno is the real
thing and very gracious and cordial. I
could write a book on some of
the adventures.
Or going to Eddie Murphy’s house
to deliver a car and having him
peek out the curtain and not want to
answer the door, as he thought I was
his aunt and she had a car just like
it. Or having him flip me six sets
of keys, say, “’fridge is over there,
coffee’s fresh, and we’re on the
couch. Oprah’s on.” Pretty laid back,
very friendly and personable.
Or an in-depth visit with Chris
Rock as we talked about how he can
say the things the rest of us can only
think, without starting Armageddon.
He is as funny and spot on with his
humor in person as he is on stage.
When the “Austin Powers” film
was showcased at Sony Studios in
Manhattan, I had the red, white and
blue Union Jack painted Jaguar XKE
convertible film car for the premiere.
Of course, my truck was parked on a
one-way street off Fifth Avenue and
the car had to go around the block
to be in proper position. My contact
person wore the shortest miniskirt possible and, being a perfect
gentleman, I helped her into the car’s
passenger seat, protecting her dignity
from passing looky-loos. She decided
that I should drive her around a bit.
Don’t think that didn’t cause some
attention grabbing. When we pulled
up in front of the proper display
spot out front of Sony, a black SUV
pulled up along side and out pops
Mike Myers in full Austin Powers
wardrobe, shouting “Yeah, Baby!”
And he stops to talk. Pretty surreal.
You can’t buy entertainment this

good. The next morning, our picture
was in the New York paper, as if we
were all just best buds.
During the “Batman” and “Batman
Returns” film days, I was called
upon to move the Batmobiles, Joker
Mobile, the Penguin’s Duckmobile
and Batman’s jet plane on several
occasions. One gig had me go to
the Warner Bros. lot to load the
Batmobile, Duckmobile and plane
but there was a delay. My lead guy
took me to the commissary for lunch
to kill an hour or so and the place was
jumping with costumed actors from
various film sets. The empty table
next to us became home to Michael
Keaton in costume, Michele Pfeiffer
in full Catwoman costume, and
several assistants. I pretended to not
notice, as if sitting next to Catwoman
is an everyday thing. Be still my
beating heart.
Probably my oddest gig was going
to the Kentucky Derby to pick up an
Aston Martin that was being used by
Prince Charles and Lady Diana. As
I was on hold until my boss at the
State Department gave me clearance,
I hung out with my lead agent. Lady
Diana was posing on the hood of the
car and the paparazzi were snapping
away. Up walked Prince Charles
and rather firmly stated, “Dahling,
Get your Royal Ass off the car.” The
crowd gasped, and that very photo
and his royal quote were published
in the morning papers all over the
world. I pointed out to the lead agent
that there was a royal dent in the
royal fender.
It’s been an interesting ride, and I
have been fortunate to roll with it. LL

JULY 2018

Great truck
insurance rates
and personal service
are yours as an
OOIDA Member.
Friendly, fast, efficient service
for the busy owner-operator.

At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. You are our mission.
For more than 45 years, OOIDA has been
dedicated to developing a comprehensive range
of insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
OOSI is also committed to providing
outstanding, friendly customer service and
fast turn-around.
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy
is bound.
Call OOSI at 800-715-9369 and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
www.ooidatruckinsurance.com.
* Discounts and premiums subject to underwriting guidelines and verification of information.

From Page 16

who checks things off the list. I am a driver and
have listened to the so called trainers brag about
not teaching the students what they need to
know. I have also talked to so called trainers who
don’t know all they should know.
Barbara Ball
Time spent in a classroom or learning situation does
not equate to a measurement of learning. Standardized
testing is a measurement of proficiency at a skill such as
maneuvering a truck … Some people could spend three
times as much practice as another individual and still not
be ready to test.
Bob Knoop
Senators join fight to reform hours of service
If they really want to make the highways safer, then they
need to focus on these large trucking companies that turn
out “drivers” like “puppy mills.”
Bruce Wyatt
As an Independent O/O I applaud this first step in
attempting to build safety and flexibility into the HOS. It’s
completely optional so if you don’t like it or want it you
don’t have to use it. For those who say my company will
force me to use it, I say there are coercion laws on the
books. Use them and report bad carriers.
R. Bryan Spoon
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2018-2019

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at LandLineMag.com
for more industry events.

JULY
12-14 Walcott Truckers Jamboree,
Iowa 80 Truckstop, Walcott,
Iowa. For more information, visit
Iowa80TruckStop.com.

17-19 Eau Claire Big Rig Truck
Show at the Northern Wisconsin
State Fair Grounds, Chippewa Falls,
Wis. For more information, visit
EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com.

20-21 Expedite Expo, Lexington
Center, Lexington, Ky. For more
information, visit ExpediteExpo.com.

17-19 Chi-Town Large Cars
Benefit and Show at the Porter
County Fairgrounds in Valparaiso,
Ind. For more information, go to
ChiTownLargeCars.org.

27-29 Top Gun Large Car
Shoot Out at Rantoul National
Aviation Center, Rantoul, Ill.
For more information, visit
TopGunLargeCarShootout.com.
AUGUST
3-5 Carlisle Truck Nationals at the
Fairgrounds in Carlisle, Pa. For more
information, go to https://tinyurl.com/
ya7sb8lz.
9-12 Brockway Truck Show in
Cortland, N.Y. For more information,
go to BrockwayTrucks.org.

23-25 Great American Trucking
Show, Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center, Dallas. For more
information, visit TruckShow.com.
SEPTEMBER
7-8 Big Iron Classic Truck Show
and Charity Drive at the Dodge
County Fairgrounds in Kasson,
Minn. For more information, visit
BigIronClassic.com.

SAVE FUEL
SAVE MONEY
SAVE TIRES

Our Wheel Centering Products are
a patented line of products
designed to Stop Tire Vibration and
Irregular Tire Wear.
Choose from these solutions:

SOLUTION A

The Centering Pins Sets are used when mounting
the wheels and then removed from the wheel.

BEFORE

SOLUTION B

AFTER
This sleeve set stays on the wheels at all times, is
for use on STEER AXLES ONLY and will center the
brake drum as well as the wheel.

SOLUTION C

More than
a fuel saver

4BGFUZt4UBCJMJUZt4BWJOHT
TM

Using Airtabs will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.

STEP 1

STEP 2

This 2-piece sleeve set also stays on the wheels at
all times, is for DUAL AXLES and is available with
or without brake drum centering.
All of these products are available in many
different sizes and conﬁgurations to ﬁt your needs.

Call 1-866-686-9285 today to ﬁnd
the TRU-BALANCE products
that are right for you.
www.tru-bal.com

To purchase 262-394-5752 or www.buyairtab.com
JULY 2018
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AUDIO BOOKS

Jonathan Lowe AUDIOBOOK REVIEWER

Bringing a book to life

JL: How did you come to voice
acting?
PB: I started acting and training in
New York in 1973 when I was 13 or
14, so how I came to voice acting is
like how I came to Massachusetts
or marriage. The longer the trail,
the more paths there are. My focus
then was theater, of course. I was a
theater major at State University of
New York – New Paltz. But when I
was cast in “Caddyshack” halfway
through college, I began to see my
career through a more expansive lens.
The majority of voice work came
when I left New York in 1989 and
moved to New England. Very soon,
I was doing voiceover work for
documentaries, occasionally playing
the American translation voice for the
on-camera speakers. That eventually
translated into a great relationship at
WGBH in Boston, where I’ve been
doing that type of work for Frontline
since 2004.
JL: Other formats? Commercials,
games, documentaries?
PB: There was a ton of industrial
work in the ’90s and ’00s, so I did
all sorts of on-camera and voiceover
work, often playing characters with
a variety of dialects. Then I did a
bunch of local games, creating a
character called I.M. Meen at the end
of the MS DOS revolution. Google
it. People have taken my song and
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twisted it around so I’m saying all
sorts of nasty things. I started looking
into audiobooks in 2006 and did my
first in 2007.
JL: What did you read as a teen
that may have influenced you?
PB: I loved series books as most
kids do. And Dr. Seuss. But I was 6
or 7 when the original “Star Trek” hit
the air and 12 or 13 when I saw my
first “Twilight Zone.” Those were my
major influences that drew me from
the small screen to the small page.
I started writing a lot of horror and
science fiction stories, big on time
travel. Then the real reading kicked
in. Robert Heinlein’s “Stranger in a
Strange Land” was huge for me and
everything by Kurt Vonnegut. Then
“Catch-22” and Stephen King.
JL: You narrated a couple of
Richard Matheson titles, who
was a short story master, like Ray
Bradbury. You’ve also done Philip
K. Dick and Dean Koontz. That’s
a lot of genres under the umbrella
“speculative fiction.” Any preferred
genre?
PB:: Yes! Time travel! Anything
related to time travel! Watching “Star
Trek” and “Twilight Zone” naturally

led me to Harlan Ellison, Richard
Matheson, Ray Bradbury, Isaac
Asimov. Of all the comic books I
read as a kid, I liked Legion of Super
Heroes best because they were in the
future. When I get to narrate anything
by Philip K. Dick or the others in
this genre, I feel it as an honor and a
challenge, a thread connecting me to
my past and my future.
JL: What is next for you?
PB: In terms of books,
“Caddyshack, The Making of a
Hollywood Cinderella Story” by
Chris Nashawaty is just released,
certainly the most personal and
bizarre narrating experience I had,
especially quoting myself. Next I go
into the booth to record “Blown” by
Mark Haskell Smith, the sixth novel
of his I have had the extraordinary
pleasure of narrating. Funniest.
Guy. Ever.
Then, the opposite. The brilliantly
crafted but emotionally shattering
memoir “The End of the World as
We Know It” by Robert Goolrick
for HighBridge Audio. And then I’ll
be spending 46 hours with Dwight
D. Eisenhower courtesy of Audible
Studios. More books.
I haven’t talked about my teaching
or private coaching, but it’s one of
my strengths and passions. More
Skyping, and maybe one day I’ll save
up enough money to do a play again.
While I can still memorize.
And walk. LL
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Photos courtesy of Audible

When you are listening to an audio
book, do you ever wonder about the
individual reading the book? How do
you actually get into voice acting. I
talked with Peter Berkrot about how
he got his start.

IN THE COURTS

The Best Information on Trucking Radio

Former Swift employee heads
to prison for embezzlement
By Land Line Staff

A former information technology employee of
Swift Transportation was sentenced to nearly five
years in prison after being convicted of embezzling
almost $2.2 million from the company.
David Dwight Reynolds, 30, of Glendale, Ariz.,
worked as an information technology network
engineer for Swift Transportation from 2013
to 2016.
Reynolds used corporate credit cards to make
fraudulent purchases, according to a news release
from the Arizona U.S. Attorney’s Office. He would
then alter the invoices to conceal the purchases.
Reynolds’ supervisor, who approved of the
purchases, knew little about IT networks.
Therefore, she relied on Reynolds’ expertise when
signing off on approvals. It was commonplace for
Reynolds to submit invoices late, urgently request
reimbursements and claim failure to do so could
result in “calamitous effects on the IT network,”
according to court documents.
He purchased IT equipment for his personal use
along with cellphones, office furniture, televisions,
cameras, computers and gun accessories.
Reynolds also set up a shell company to receive
fraudulent payments, and he used that money to
pay his personal credit card bills, his wife’s tuition
and other family expenses. In total, according
to the news release, Reynolds embezzled nearly
$2.2 million. Additionally, when he didn’t report
the embezzled funds on his personal income tax
returns, he wound up owing more than $355,700
in back taxes.
On June 6, 2017, Reynolds was charged with
47 various counts, including 14 counts of wire
fraud, 19 counts of mail fraud and 14 counts of
money laundering. On Dec. 20, he pleaded guilty
to two counts of wire fraud, three counts of mail
fraud, one count of money laundering and one
additional count of tax evasion. There were 41
counts dismissed.
He was sentenced on June 7 to 57 months in
prison and three years of supervised release. The
court also ordered him to pay nearly $2.2 million
in restitution. LL
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Listen anytime,
anywhere, on
any device.
Get the in-depth
information you’ve
come to rely on at
LandLineNow.com
or on your favorite
podcast app.
Of course you can
always tune in daily
at 7pm EST, and
4pm PT on Sirius XM
Channel 146.

OOIDA

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Life MembersCongratulations
Lester Angst
Michael Adams
James Adsit
Robert Alford
Timothy Austin
Larry Baarts
Laurence Barnes
Walter Bates
Steven Beal
David Bednar
Chris Behrens
Charles Bellew
Charles Bennett
Thomas Billet
Kenneth Blazier
Roger Bloomer
Lindley Bode III
James Briggs
Anton Brunner
Mark Burford
Adam Burnett
Elizabeth Burnett
John Butler
Michael Bynum
Jerry Campbell
Terry Carter

Bruce Chell
Craig Clement
William V. Cobb
Edward Connolly
Richard Cramer II
Gregory Crist
Jack Davis
Jeff Davis
Rashid Dawud
Mark De Hority
David De Wolfe
Kenneth W. Delzeit
Freeman Deware
David Dillon
Robert Ditchkus
Henry Dotson
Robert Drayne
Stephen Easton
Michael Fast
Arthur Ferris
Ralph Fields
Ronnie Fiscus
Art Floyd
Lynn Fuller
Dan Gale
Kathy Gale

Gail Galvin
Freddie Gamble
Michael Gargan
Dwayne Garrett
Richard Garza
James Gerhardt
Charles Gibbs
Henderson Gibson
Marilyn Gillespie
Wayne Gillespie
Alan Greer
Jerry Hanna
Mark Hannum
George Harrigfeld
Frank Hatfield
Lonnie Helgeson
James Herring
John Hoesch
John Holden
David Hunziker
Charlotte Hutchison
Steven Hutchison
Mark Jenness
Danny Johnson
Keith Johnson
Richard Johnston

Shawn Kennedy
Lyle Kesler
Dennis King Sr.
David Knighton
Dennis Landis
Lance Laronde
Paul Lassen
Clyde Linville
Robert Lynn Jr.
James Manatt
Michael Marshall
Leonard Martin
Dale McCall
Michael McClintock
Olof McTaggart
Bradley Measmer
Ronald Merrifield
Haun Miller
Jerry Miller
Roy Miller
Edwin Mitchell
Thomas Mitchell
Russell Mueller
Thomas Myers
Steven Naab
Brian Ness

Robert Noll
Donald Owens
Paul Packer
Ronald Parks
David Pickle
Quintin Pierson
Real Poirier
Don Possen
Lawrence Potter
Ken Pratt
James Prinz
Vada Proctor
Paul Reis
Richard Reitz
Gary Renshaw
Robert Reynolds Jr.
Donald Robertson
Robert Rogman
Andrew Ross
Cecil Ross
Kirk Ross
Rodney Runyon
Kenton Schrowang
Marvin Schut
Guy Schwager
Sara Sharp

Garry Smith
Harold Smith
Joseph Smith
John Spicher
Larry Sprague
James Stosh
Roy Thomas
John Tschiegg
Mark Ulloa
Ken Weidman
Gary West
Donald White
Ronald Wilcox
Gerald Wildeman Jr.
Bill Wilson
Edward Wilson
Vivian Woods
Charlene Worrell
Dallas Yacucha
Ziming Ye
Arnold Youngblood
Richard Zatynski
Thomas Zernicke
Mike Ziech
Duane Ziegler

Linda E. Lewis
Donald J. Litzen
Vincent R. Luckey
Sherry MacKenzie
Douglas J. Malone
Michael K. Mansell
Roy L. Martin
George Matthews
David C. McClatchey
Douglas McClendon
Daniel M. McComb
Garrett W. Metcalf
Riley J. Miller
Todd C. Morris
Alfred Nedab
Clifford R. Neely
Timothy O’Connor
Steve K. Pace
Randy Wayne
Pennington
Tracy L. Perkins
Veronica H. Pesina
Allen R. Pfaff

Dennis R. Pickar Jr.
Michael Pinchuk
Geraldine Poudrier
Leon Bruce Quaday
Joseph Sarpong
Mike Schowe
Sheila L. Schunk
Michael David Sheaf
Brenda S. Smith
Daniel E. Smith
David R. Smith Jr.
Terry Lee Stearns
Dean A. Steinel
Rick Stockland
Francisco Tabares
Nicola Tenace
Alvin Thibodeaux Jr.
Becky Thibodeaux
Bernice Thibodeaux
Joan T. Thomas
Jose Luis Tomatani
Joel A. Van Leeuwen
Marcelino Vega

Dwayne Walker
Eileen J. Wascisin
Kevin D. Westerhold
Michael John Whitfield
William Willard
Robert M. Williams Sr.
Phillip Wochnick
Lawrence Woods
David L. Yoder
Scott P. Zartman Jr.

Senior Members
Christopher W. Allen
Marcia L. Anderson
Steven E. Arntt
Mario Avisado
Blake E. Bailey
Beverly Barker
Duane G. Baumer
Michael R. Bears
Estefanos S. Beraki
Michael Bergstrom
Timothy I. Bigelow
Tony C. Bishop
Kurt J. Bohnet
Steven Brenton
Billy G. Brown
Dale Thomas Brown
Adam M. Brusk
Michael Campbell
Robert J. Clark
Roshell Darjean
Scottie L. Davis
Amy Davis
Melinda De Coursey
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Sherry L. Delcamp
Salvador Delgado
Bobby A. Deshotel
Donatas Dumbliauskas
Bruce R. Fowler
Keith Frederickson
Alfred Frisella
Henry Lee Gardner
Douglas M. Gibson Jr.
Tim J. Gibson
Henry Giesbrecht
Dwayne A. Gilson
Timothy J. Gingerich
Kevin E. Good
Philip M. Guarino
Marcus Gurley
Jeff E. Halling
Linda J. Halling
Adrian Bert Harris
Jeffrey P. Hawkins
Randy Hayden
Antonio Herbert
Scotty G. Hester

John D. Hicks
Penny A. Higgenbottom
Robert J. Hoerler
Junius Houston Jr.
Randy L. Huber
Richard Jacobs Sr.
Karen D. Jagers
Bienvenido A. Jimenez
Sandra K. Johnson
Gar Johnston
Zyad Kanouna
Robert C. Kasper
Mark Kastens
Gina Keesling
Thaddeus James Keever
Lori Kelley
Steve T. Kelley
Samuel A. Kotewa
Sead Kusuran
Robert K. Lane
David M. Lee
Mike Letizia
Bradley S. Lewis

For more
information on
becoming a member
of OOIDA, contact us
816-229-5791 or
visit OOIDA.com
JULY 2018

HIGHWAYS

Landslide in North Carolina
shuts down section
of highway until late July

© Steve - Fotolia.com

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Drivers who use N.C. Route 9 just east of
Asheville, N.C., near US-74A will need to take a
long detour.
A landslide in Bat Cave in Henderson County
has blocked the highway, causing motorists in the
area to take a 50-mile detour. As of press time, the
detour was expected to be in effect until late July.
At approximately 6 a.m. on June 5, a landslide
started 600-800 feet above the highway, according
to a North Carolina Department of Transportation
news release. The landslide occurred between
Minihaha Drive and Old Fort Loop Road on N.C.
Route 9, covering the highway.
The detour
is a long one.
From the
lower part
of Bat Cave,
drivers will
need to take
U.S. 74A
northbound
to Interstate
40 eastbound in Asheville, N.C., and then take
Exit 64 to N.C. Route 9. From here, drivers can
reach the upper part of Bat Cave.
Coming from the upper end of Bat Cave,
motorists will need to reverse the detour by taking
N.C. Route 9 northbound to I-40 westbound in
Black Mountain, then using Exit 53A to enter U.S.
74A southbound to N.C. Route 9.
On June 11, NCDOT awarded a contract to
clear up the debris for $1.5 million. The initial
completion date was slated for July 27.
Cleanup crews will need to build a dirt road
up the mountain to move heavy equipment for
excavation, according to NCDOT. Work includes
removal of debris, restoration of drainage,
replacement of guardrail and repairing the road.
“It’s similar to a slide this past winter on N.C.
28 in Graham County,” Division 14 Construction
Engineer Ted Adams said. “Only this slide
is bigger. It goes all the way to the top of the
mountain, and somewhere in between there is a
20-foot high sheer cut.” LL
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Taxation Solutions.................................. 96

Direct-mailed to over 211,000 professional truckers

Lucky Hauler.......................................... 95
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ...................... 97

Todd Knapp, CPA .................................. 93

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Capital Lending ..................................... 97

RS
S Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!

Corporate Capital .................................. 94

20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

Eagle Capital ......................................... 93
Lightspeed Dispatching........................ 94
Max Milles .............................................. 94
Neal Freeman Investments................... 96
XFactors................................................. 94

LEGAL SERVICES

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

Coast to Coast Legal Services ............. 97

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com

Road Law............................................... 96

tdkcpa@att.net

CPA

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Corporate
Supporter

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
BH Tubes ................................................97
Cruise King .............................................96
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Freight Seesaw.......................................97
Gateway Supply .....................................94
Great American Chrome Shop..............95
RoadKing Shocks ..................................95
Silver Road Shocks ................................96
Skytree Naturals .....................................94
SouthPointe Radiator .............................95
Van Alstine ..............................................96
VSA Plugsaver ........................................97

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS
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Colorado Alantic Express ......................95
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Our audited subscriber base includes owneroperators (60%), small and medium ﬂeets (14%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along
readership, Land Line reaches over 447,000
individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA,
Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From
legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and
proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers.
Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-816-229-5791
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Deckmate
LaDDer

A small, portable folding ladder for flatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
n Support bar
n Weighs only 20 lbs.
n Extends to 53 inches
n Folds to 33 inches
n 18-Inches wide
n Anti-skids steps
n Non-pinch hinge
n 400 pounds capacity
n Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

NEEDED:

Drop Today – Cash Today
S

/7

O/Os who want
to make money!
All types of equipment
We will get you paid in all major lanes

NON-RECOURSE CT DEPOSCITARDS SFLO P/APPLICIATTCIOHNECKESS24
V
FACTORING• FREE D•IRFEREE F•UFERLEE T•RAFNREE S•ETFUREE C•RENDO RESERXFactors
Financial

LightSpeed Dispatching offers freight
dispatching to O/Os across the nation.
We will get you TOP DOLLAR
on all freight movements. Call us now.

SINCE
1990

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net

U.S. Distributor

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY DISPATCHING SERVICES

LightSpeed

Dispatching

Bus: 703-360-4524
Cell: 703-200-8045
Email: rogerdeansnell@yahoo.com

TRUCKER TAX HELP
Accountants & CPA’s who have
worked in the trucking industry
n Corporate & Individual Tax Returns
n All 50 States
n IRS Issues
n Year-Round Tax Advice

Our customers say it best:
“I have been driving 18 wheelers for the
past 42 years. I set up my Corporation
and hired Corporate Capital to do all of
my bookkeeping and tax returns for my
business. With them doing my books I
have offset my expenses each year and
pay the minimum in taxes.”
~ Robert Dowdy, Cisco Group, Inc.

Taking the hassle out of
dispatching and paperwork
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:
• Find loads
• Complete broker contracts
• Sign rate sheets
• Gather insurance certiﬁcates
• Complete invoicing for O/Os
& small ﬂeet owners
• Provide Big Road Electronic
Log Tracking for O/Os

Save time
and stay
focused on
what you
do best
CONTACT US TODAY

www.maxmilles.com
219-863-1091
“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Carlson, President/Owner

855-810-4114

www.corpcapinc.com
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117
94 LAND LINE
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15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!
The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudflaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894

OTR Colorado-Based
Owner/Operators
Must have 2-Years Experience CDL
10 Day-Trips Twice a Month
Colorado to Upper Northeast
80% Pay Structure plus FSC

$250k/150k miles/year

Call 816-229-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace!
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Contact Tom or Pat

jobs@coloradoatlantic.com

800-233-6989
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285
Since 1958

Paola, KS

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”

NEW TIRES FOR YOUR RIG?
Lease to Own, Only $49
Delivers to Your Door!
EZ payments, no hard credit check,
90-days no interest.

Apply at danthetireman.com

866-297-5948
DAN THE TIRE MAN

96 LAND LINE
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VSA PLUGSAVER – WHAT IT DOES
The VSA PlugSaverTM is a pair of straps
that help prevent ‘ﬂickers’ and other
electrical issues by securing the pigtail
plug into the housing of the truck. Easily
installed in only a few minutes, the VSA
PlugSaverTM will lead to less downtime,
and fewer lighting violations.
Safely secures the electrical plug
in the housing

Installed on plug housing

Owner-Operator &
Independent Driver Specialists
• IRS Tax Settlement
• State DOR Settlement
• Tax Return Preparation
• Negotiation and Settlements
• Remove Garnishments & Levies
• LLC & Corporate Structuring
• Sound Business Advice

LANCE HERNDON, J.D.

Before I was a
Tax Attorney I
was a Teamster.

FREE CONSULTATION

www.vsaplugsaver.com
888-287-2758

877-501-2220 I TaxReliefAdvisers.com

caplendgroup.com

FINANCING

Let us get to work for you!

YOUR EQUIPMENT

doesn’t have to be

COMPLICATED
LICATED

1650-A South Enterprise
Springfield, MO 65804

Personalized service
Flexible financing
Behind you 100%

LOANS

417-865-6500 or
866-526-0843

LEASING

FLEXIBILITY

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES

900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

Got a ticket? Fight it!
• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Get Results!
Call 816-229-5791
to advertise
in the Marketplace!
JULY 2018

made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com
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HOT
Tools to go
The Roll-a-ma-rig Tool Hauler from Duluth
Trading Co. is designed to organize your tools
in the smallest amount of space. The Roll-a-marig is made of tough, moisture-resistant 600-denier
polyester ripstop with 1,200-denier polyester reinforcements
and measures 54 inches x 19 inches unrolled. It rolls up compactly with an
easy-to-carry padded shoulder strap for hauling a heavy load. The tool hauler
has enough pockets to pack 14 drivers, a standard rachet set, safety gear
and more. Save yourself the rigmarole of packing up your toolbox – just hang
it on 16-inch center studs in your shop then roll it up when you gotta go. Visit
DuluthTrading.com or call 866-300-9719 for more information and to order.

Fuel saving technology – simplified
The new AutoDeploy system from Stemco incorporates speed sensing radar
technology to automatically deploy the company’s aerodynamic
TrailerTail when the trailer reaches 35 mph, eliminating the need
for the driver to get out of the cab to open it manually. The system
closes the TrailerTail when the truck comes to a complete stop,
goes in reverse or if the trailer loses power to help prevent damage
to the device, trailer or dock doors. Speed and direction signals
are received directly from the wheel-mounted TracBat Aero speed
sensor. The system is compatible with new trailers and as a retrofit
for existing TrailerTail Trident models. For more information, visit
Stemco.com or call 888-283-8245.

Know your nights. Master your days.
Nokia Sleep is a Wi-Fi enabled sleep sensing and home automation pad that fits under
the mattress and provides insight into the quality of your sleep. The new sensor features
automatic synchronization via the Nokia Health Mate app with digital assistant Alexa to
track sleep cycle; sleep
duration and interruptions;
light, deep and rapid-eyemovement phases; and
snoring. An individualized sleep score is
provided to indicate
how restorative a
night’s sleep was,
educate users about what makes a good night’s sleep and how they can improve night
after night. It also features IFTTT integration to control lights, temperature and other smart
home-enabled devices just by getting into and out of bed. For more information and to
order, visit Health.Nokia.com.
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The first line of defense
for your grille and radiator
Belmor Bug Screen truck grille covers are designed to help keep
your grille clean while safeguarding key engine and cooling
components from damage caused by insects, rocks and other
potentially hazardous road debris. The covers mount to the exterior
of the truck grille and no-drill installation kits are available. The
covers are made of heavy-duty mesh screen bound with reinforced
vinyl. They are designed and manufactured to original equipment
specifications to ensure a proper fit. Made in the USA, the grille
covers are available in a range of colors and themes, including
patriotic prints and camo designs by Realtree and Mossy Oak.
Belmor Bug Screen Truck Grille Covers resist fading and cracking
and come with a limited lifetime warranty. Visit Belmor.com or call
800-423-1855 for more information and to find a dealer.

All you need for cooking
and washing up on the move
The new range/sink combination from Dometic is a compact two-burner
gas stovetop with an integrated sink designed to fit even the smallest
of spaces, like your sleeper. The range/sink combo is made of
stainless steel, is easy to clean and is safe to use. The functional
combination unit hides underneath a heat resistant safety glass
lid that doubles as extra workspace when closed. The hob has a
safety ignition system and, for ease of cleaning, the chrome pan
supports can be detached. A syphon and rubber seal are supplied.
Taps are sold separately. For more information and to locate a dealer,
visit Dometic.com or call 800-544-4881.

Pigtail a problem?
VSA PlugSaver safety straps are designed
to prevent electrical flickers and other
malfunctions by securely holding the
pigtail plug in the electrical housing of the
truck. The patent-pending technology is
made up of two safety straps that prevent
the plug from falling out of or being pulled
from the electrical socket while turning.
The VSA PlugSaver can be installed using
a ratchet in just a few minutes and helps
to reduce downtime and traffic violations
caused by electrical malfunctions. Instructions for installation are included with the
straps. For more information and to order,
visit VSAPlugSaver.com or call
888-287-2758.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Truckers for Troops gives shoes
to homeless vets as part of
Operation Stand Down
By Land Line Staff

The Truckers for Troops campaign
donated 120 pairs of shoes to
homeless veterans as it continues its
expanded mission of providing care
packages to U.S. military veterans
at home and abroad.
The shoe donations were made
as part of the Heart of America
Stand Down event on June 8, in
Kansas City, Mo. Stand Down
events take place throughout
the United States and are part of
the Veterans Administration’s
efforts to provide supplies and
services to homeless veterans.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association began the
Truckers for Troops care package
campaign in 2007. Since its
founding, the effort has raised
more than $595,000 and sent care
packages serving more than 38,000
military personnel overseas in
combat zones, to veterans’ homes
and veterans’ assistance functions.
OOIDA sends care packages
overseas throughout the year as part
of the campaign.
“So far in 2018, we’ve been able
to send care packages out to about
250 people overseas and to about
20 veterans’ homes or events,”
said Norita Taylor, director of
public relations. “We anticipate
sending more this summer. Care
packages include personal items,
hygiene care, books and snacks,
whereas the veterans packages
tend to be customized to the
immediate needs of those homes
or events, including things like
shoes or musical instruments.”
OOIDA members can support
Truckers for Troops by signing
up or renewing their membership
during the week of Veterans Day.
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for each day of that week on
OOIDA’s Land Line Now satellite
radio show on Sirius XM 146.
During that week, truckers can
join OOIDA or renew their
membership for $35, with 10
percent of that money going toward
care packages. OOIDA matches
the 10 percent dollar for dollar.
Any new or renewal memberships
collected go toward the Truckers
for Troops fund. Individual taxdeductible contributions to the
Truckers for Troops fund also
are welcome and can be paid to
the OOIDA Foundation, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit corporation.

Package addresses
Anyone who would like a family
member or friend serving in a
combat zone with the U.S. military
to get a care package can send
the name and complete address
to troops@ooida.com. Be sure
to include a projected stateside
return date. Requests from veteran
facilities with unmet needs also
are welcome.

Cards and letters
If you would like us to include
your hand-made cards or letters
in care packages, please send
them to us. Attention: Truckers
for Troops; P.O. Box 1000; Grain
Valley, MO 64029. Towns or
school names can be included, but
please do not include last names
or other personal information. LL
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Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
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AND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT
By Terry Scruton LAND

ROSES to the
Association of
Christian Truckers
for their truck parking
facility off of Interstate 70 near
Brownstown, Ill. Not content to
have a few bare parking spots and
a vending machine, this group
has put together a facility that
can hold as many as 45 trucks
and features rest rooms, laundry,
snacks and even meals. Breakfast
is served all day. And the best
part? It’s free.
Yep, you read that right. Free.
And if you’re concerned about
being preached at, don’t be.
Rev. Mark Hewett, director of
development for the association,
says the idea is just to show
truckers how much they are
loved. If you want to talk about
the Bible, Hewett says the people
who staff the facility are willing,
but if you want to just talk they are
more than happy to do that too.

RAZZBERRIES to Rep. Steve
Cohen, D-Tenn., for remarks he
made during a hearing of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee earlier this year. Speaking
to Jennifer Tierney, a board member
of Citizens for Reliable and Safe
Highways, Cohen suggested that
truckers and the trucking industry do
not care about potential victims in
crashes involving trucks.
They were discussing the whole
underride guard issue when Rep.
Cohen said the response from the
trucking industry in his district has
been “negative, harrowing and that the
safety of a potential victim is not of
a concern.”
Congressman your opinion might –
might – carry a bit more weight had
you or any of the other representatives
on that committee actually bothered to
invite a trucker to that hearing (which,
by the way, was focused pretty heavily
on trucking issues). Had you done so,

to better manage their time and
get rest when they need it rather
than when the regulations say
they should.
The letter states that “in recent
months, it has become more
apparent that HOS rules do not
provide the appropriate level of
flexibility for the safe operation of
commercial motor vehicles.”
This is just the latest in growing
tide of support for HOS changes. If
it happens, it may be one of the only
good things to come out of the
ELD mandate.

we can assure you that your views on
truckers and whether they care about
accident victims would have been
quickly debunked.
Meanwhile we also have to offer up
some ROSES to Delegate Eleanor
Holmes Norton, D-D.C., who rightfully
chastised FMCSA Administrator Ray
Martinez for his agency’s failure to
include a minimum number of hours
behind the wheel as part of its entry
level driver training rule – which goes
into effect in 2020.
To be fair, the rule was created
before Martinez was in office. But
to be even more fair, it was created
by a committee in which the vast
majority supported having the hours
requirement in there. That majority
was completely ignored by the
FMCSA. And to be the most fair of
all, it is an omission that Martinez
could help rectify if he wants to.
Here’s hoping he makes the
right choice.
ROSES to the 30 U.S. Senators
who earlier this year joined the fight
to reform the hours-of-service rules.
The group – led by Sen. John Thune,
R-S.D., and Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont.,
sent a letter back in May urging the
FMCSA to increase the flexibility
within the HOS regs to allow drivers

RAZZBERRIES to those
truckers out there – you
know who you are – who
just can’t seem to play
by the rules. Oh we’re
not talking HOS or anything
like that. We’re talking about
reports of truckers ignoring
detours in construction zones
and creating traffic headaches
for everyone involved.
The most recent example
comes from a construction
project happening on Interstate
77 in West Virginia near the
Virginia border. A truck-only
detour was posted to Route
460 with plenty of signs and
plenty of warning time. So what
happened? The West Virginia
State Police issued nearly 200
citations to trucks ignoring the
detour in less than a week.
It may seem like you’re
saving time by staying on
the main road, but when you
factor in getting pulled over
and getting a citation you’re
not only losing time but you’re
losing money as well. Not to
mention the black eye it gives
responsible truckers when
all of those four-wheelers are
cursing your name as they
drive by. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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