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The pace of regulation has been so rapid,
without review, that it has truckers strapped
to an hours-of-service regulatory powder keg.
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EDITOR’SPAGE
Jami Jones MANAGING EDITOR

The Trucking Party
There is so much talk about
political affiliation these days. What
once used to be more of a casual
conversation is now a much more
divisive one. It’s causing fissures
and fractures in our relationships
with others. Families and friends are
divided. Trucking is suffering from
the undertow of malcontent.
Desperation is magnifying this
situation. Life on the road that
was once full of wanderlust and
adventure is now a race against the

Fortunately, life isn’t
all politics. I, for
one, would be in a
rubber room if it was.
And, fortunately for
us, trucking is full
of amazing stories
begging to be told.
clock. What was once measured on
the quarter hour is now measured
down to the gnat’s ass of a second.
It’s an unsustainable situation. It’s
one that Congress and the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration
can’t ignore much longer. Read more
on Page 20.
The past few months have been
interesting. And, while we aren’t
dignifying recent antics by Chris
Spear and the American Trucking
Associations with actual news
coverage, I’m not going to let them
off the hook.
The name calling, mudslinging and
outright false accusations against
OOIDA hit a fever pitch recently.
While great drivers work for ATA
member companies, the disdain that
ATA has for drivers’ rights and basic
10 LAND LINE

human needs is becoming crystal
clear. To ATA, truckers are just a
commodity. A line item on a balance
sheet. They are not revered as the
heart and soul of the operations, like
they should be.
That’s why no matter who you
work for, if you own your own
truck, drive over the road or local,
it’s time to come together. Everyone
is unique, and it is time Congress
and FMCSA realize that and build
a regulatory framework allowing
truckers to flourish and not live a
stress-filled life racing clocks.
OOIDA has been leading the
charge to change hours of service.
To give truckers back some time to
themselves. Time to rest. Time to
regain some control and dignity, if
you will. Unfortunately, that means
playing politics. But, with 45 years
under its belt, OOIDA knows how to
play the game.
The most recent meeting of the
OOIDA Board of Directors was one
for the history books. It marked the
election of the fourth president of
OOIDA when Todd Spencer was
voted unanimously to the post. Being
a fly on the wall and witnessing the
moment, it was solemn and powerful.
After taking the oath of office,
Todd addressed the board in what can
only be summarized as a unifying
battle cry. You can read more about
that on Page 40, where he reminds
the membership that “We speak
trucker” and explains the method
to the madness on HOS reform and
OOIDA’s approach on politics.
It is a message of coming together.
One that can bring the factions of
discontented truckers back together.
Identifying with the only party name
that needs to matter right now. Men
and women behind the wheel should

fly only one political flag, and that’s
the one of the Trucker Party.
Fortunately, life isn’t all politics. I,
for one, would be in a rubber room
if it was. And, fortunately for us,
trucking is full of amazing stories
begging to be told.
Digital Content Editor Greg
Grisolano and Land Line Now’s
Senior Sound Engineer Barry
Spillman were part of a very small
media contingent on the ground in
Walcott, Iowa, for the induction
of this year’s TA & Petro Citizen
Drivers. Once again, the stories they
tell are emotional and inspiring.
We’re proud to have shared in the
moment and bring you coverage of
it, starting on Page 54.
We tease Associate Editor Mark
Schremmer about being the one
who always lands the white whale.
He scored the interview with actor
Donal Logue last year. We had tried
for years to get that one. He’s at it
again this issue. Captain Ahab landed
interviews with former trucker and
now lead singer of Kansas, Ronnie
Platt, and The King, Richard Petty.
Check them out on Pages 46 and 50,
respectively.
We round out the issue with a
steady dose of information and
fun from our regular contributors
like Bryan “Boss Man” Martin
with Mafia Secrets, Diesel
Dave Sweetman’s Dashboard
Confidential, and Terry Scruton’s
Roses and Razzberries.
Trucking is a job, but it’s a
lifestyle, too. Stay engaged and
be part of the change. But always
take time to be yourself and enjoy
whatever it is that called you to
the road and the stories of others
you share the highways with. LL
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.
Introducing a program from OOIDA to assist members to stay
in compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.

With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and
easily establish compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA COMPLIANCE
CONNECTION offers a user friendly system with 24/7 access to your files.
DRIVER FILES:
✓ Review of all forms to ensure they are filled out completely and correctly
✓ Tracks expiration dates such as medical certificates, MVR’s,
CDL’s and will send alert notice before the document expires
EQUIPMENT FILES:
✓ Schedule and track all maintenance
✓ Houses annual inspections, roadside inspections, and DVIR’s
OTHER FILES:
✓ Keeps files and documents organized for user to easily put together records
for New Entrant Safety Audit
✓ Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs, and other resources in an
easy-to- access location
✓ Drug and Alcohol testing information can be stored in the system
Information can be sent confidentially and selectively to an authorized investigator.

Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of compliance recordkeeping and maintenance. Call OOIDA Business Services and
find out about OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
JUNE 2018
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Commentary
DRIVE-Safe Act is more ATA double-speak
The ATA wants
the feds to allow
drivers as young
as 18 in interstate
commerce, so they
are pushing a bill in
John Bendel
CONTRIBUTING
Congress misnamed
EDITOR-AT-LARGE
the DRIVE-Safe Act.
At least one aspect
of this bill is not about safety. It’s
about the carriers’ inability to retain
the thousands upon thousands of
drivers they hire every year – a
phenomenon they ironically refer
to as the “driver shortage.”
Big fleets would rather recruit
18- to 21-year-olds than cooperate
on changes that would bring mature
drivers knocking at their doors.
Those changes could include
substantial detention pay, guaranteed

home time, and guaranteed
minimum earnings.
Oh yeah, and higher basic pay.
Not a percent here, a percent there,
and one-time sign-on bonuses but a
serious increase. Double would be a
good start.
But that’s too challenging to think
through, so let’s just bring on the
kids. In April, Dan Murray brought
up the subject at the annual meeting
of the Private Truck Council. Murray
is vice president of the American
Transportation Research Institute,
which he hopes will develop a
“younger driver assessment tool.”
The tool, according to a document
on the ATRI website, “would
identify younger drivers who exhibit
many of the same characteristics as
safe, mature commercial drivers.”

Of course ATRI is an arm
of the ATA.
The issue with 18-year-olds in
interstate driving is public safety.
Indisputably, drivers that young as a
group have more accidents. Deadly
statistics prove it. So the ATRI has
been circling the issue looking for
ways to make it disappear.
Not every 18- to 21-year-old is
the same crash risk as every other.
In 2017, ATRI sponsored a study
at the University of Minnesota
to determine factors that would
enable carriers to sift through the
kid applicants for safer individuals.
The study came back in August
with factors like driving records
and health, which carriers have long
used to evaluate driver candidates.
But the study also includes

Be a minute late, and there will be hell to pay
It turns out, my parents were much
wiser than I realized.
Mark Schremmer
When I was in high school, my
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
parents imposed a midnight curfew on
the weekend. Many of my friends faced
the same time restraint.
However, unlike some of my friends’ parents, my
mom and dad didn’t hold me to the exact minute.
Essentially, 12:05 was the same as midnight.

My parents knew something that the
advocates of a mandatory electronic
logging device don’t seem to
understand. Putting drivers on a strict
down-to-the-minute clock doesn’t
improve safety.
“We just want you home safe,” my parents would say.
While my friends’ parents surely wanted their kids
home safe as well, they took a more strict approach.
12 LAND LINE

Show up at 12:01 and there would be hell to pay. Maybe
they’d lose their car privileges for a week or two or be
grounded altogether.
Because of this, some of those drives back to my
friends’ homes were adventurous, to say the least. I can
recall traveling 85 mph down back roads or taking sharp
turns on neighborhood streets as we all watched the
clock to see the minutes tick toward midnight.
After surviving our mad dash to my friends’ home,
I’d then get in my car and take a leisurely, safe stroll to
my house. Maybe I’d arrive at 12:08, but it still wasn’t
a problem. I followed the spirit of the rule and, most
importantly, I was home safe.
My parents knew something that the advocates of
a mandatory electronic logging device don’t seem to
understand. Putting drivers on a strict down-to-theminute clock doesn’t improve safety.
Actually, it does the exact opposite.
Jon Osburn, the driver of OOIDA’s tour truck The
Spirit, said he has noticed trucks screeching through
truck stop parking lots since the ELD mandate went into
JUNE 2018

COMMENTARY

elements of personality. Among
them the “five domain personality
assessment,” including extraversion,
neuroticism, agreeableness,
conscientiousness, and openness.
Clearly more relevant are these
three personality traits: impulsivity,
aggression and sensation seeking.
Fine. But how can we measure any of
those traits?
Such measures would be
speculative even after spending a few
months with a candidate on the road.
How can they be established with any
credibility over the course of hours or
days in, say, an office, a laboratory or
a hospital?
They can’t. But that won’t stop
ATRI from trying. Perhaps ATRI
will commission more studies. Don’t
be surprised if such experiments
show that it can be done – that
unusually mature 18-year-olds

can be identified and safely put to
work on America’s highways.
That’s in the nature of
psychological studies, particularly
when a specific outcome is hoped
for by all involved. The phenomenon
called “experimenter effects” was
established in – what else? – a
psychological study in 1966.

Indisputably, drivers that
young as a group have
more accidents. Deadly
statistics prove it.
Since then, psychological studies
in general have come under more
scrutiny. In 2010, for example, an
infamous study supposedly proved
that extrasensory perception is real.
The experiment ignited an explosive

debate over the validity, not just
of that individual study, but of
the methods involved in virtually
all such research. It’s called the
“reproducibility crisis,” referring
to studies by one researcher being
reproduced by another with the same
results. According to a 2016 survey,
more than 70 percent of researchers
have tried and failed to reproduce
another scientist’s experiments.
Neither the ATRI nor anyone else
is about to winnow good potential
truck drivers from the general youth
population in any believable way.
Even if they could, the process could
not possibly turn out the 50,000
drivers the ATA claims we need right
now. Never mind the 160,000 they
claim we’ll need in a few years.
Let’s hope lawmakers have
the good sense to turn down
the DRIVE-Safe Act. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
effect. He said he’s also noticed more trucks pulled over
for speeding.
“They feel rushed,” Osburn said. “They feel controlled
by that circle-thing on the dash, and they know they can’t
be a minute late. I’ve talked to 30-year drivers, and they
say they know that they shouldn’t be driving that fast,
but they are so worried they’re going to run out of time.”
Because, just like my friends back in high school, they
know there will be hell to pay if they’re a minute late.
Now, to be perfectly clear, my parents weren’t
complete pushovers. Show up at 12:30, and I better
have a pretty good excuse. Show up at 1 or later, and
that excuse better be a doozy or I’d be spending my
weekends at home for the next several weeks.
But they never punished me for letting the clock expire
by a few minutes.
The intention of the curfew was to keep me safe and
out of trouble. My parents understood that creating
a system that encouraged me to speed home would
undermine the whole purpose of the curfew.
Yes. My parents are wise. Now, if we could only find a
way to get them hired at the FMCSA. LL
JUNE 2018

JUNE 1976
Red Sovine’s “Teddy Bear” was released by Starday
Records. The popular trucking tune is about a paraplegic
boy who uses a CB radio to keep him company after his
truck-driving dad was killed in a crash. The song reached
No. 1 on the Billboard Hot Country charts.
JUNE 6, 2005
Land Line Now launched on Sirius XM radio.
Hosted by Mark Reddig, the award-winning radio
show continues to deliver instant communication
to truck drivers on the highway.
JUNE 20, 2016
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
issued formal comments in opposition of the
congressionally mandated “Beyond Compliance” concept.
The Association spoke out against “a pay to play” system
and said that it would create a disadvantage for small
carriers.
JUNE 1, 2017
OOIDA announced that 110,000 truck drivers would
receive checks from a $44.4 million class action settlement
with the state of New York. The lawsuit challenged certain
highway taxes as unconstitutional and discriminatory
against out-of-state truckers who have paid the taxes in
order to do business in New York.

LAND LINE 13

8

OOIDAmedia

Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the
heck is that?”
Well, Tandem
Thoughts is
where the Land
Line media
team shares
opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid
discussion. We
drop honesty
bombs, we poke fun, we offer provocative analysis of news and
events of interest to truckers. No topic is off limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting, as Managing
Editor Jami Jones did recently when she took the Senate
Subcommittee on Transportation to task for failing to take smallbusiness truckers’ voices into account. Or, something a little more
fun, like a recent piece Staff Writer Tyson Fisher wrote about how
the ELD mandate would affect the Transformers.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re
getting a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content
the day it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up
now, for free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com,
click on Join/Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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Spencer sworn in
as fourth president
of OOIDA
I remember talking with Todd in
New Jersey in the ’70s when he was
leased to Ranger. He was talking up
OOIDA back then. Great guy.
Harold Howard Jr.
I’ve actually talked to him on the
phone. I had a question and needed
an answer. He called twice when I
wasn’t able to answer. I called back
and was treated with the utmost
respect. I’m so glad he is the one
chosen.
Dennis Stotts
OOIDA responds to
false allegations levied
by ATA president
The ATA is like a bad movie villain.
David Ramsey
ATA’s main goal is to help the
bottom line of trucking companies,
with no regard to safety, while
OOIDA’s main goal is to help the
bottom (ass) of truck drivers get
back home safely.
Steve Bixler
As a life member of OOIDA
and a 40-plus-year veteran of
commercial trucking, I can say
with certainty that the ATA (and
the long list of special interests
that own the FMCSA) is one of
the American consumers’ biggest
causes of expensive and unreliable
transportation. When the folks
finally figure out everything that is
being done to tap their wallets, they
might finally get mad enough to do
something about it.
Jim Getten
The ATA does not and will not ever
represent me as an owner-op.
Theodore Brasmer
ATA equals Against Truckers Always.
Mike Suehring

Be just one minute late,
and there will be hell to pay
I was red-flagged for going 10
seconds over 11 driving. It’s not a
frigging hockey game.
Donald Clayton Holzschuh
What if the Transformers
had ELDs?
Decepticons have been in control
from a dark cloud for too long.
The fight seems futile as ELDs
are infected with AI (artificial
intelligence) put in place by the
Swamp Thing as an antidote to
common sense. The only thing
that stands between extinction and
Decepticons is OOIDA.
Texas Two Tone

Tolls are sneaky but seem
all the rage right now
The National Motorists Association
was happy to join OOIDA in the
suit against the Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission for robbing
the Turnpike revenues to support
unrelated transit programs and
other expenses. It is more than
sneaky. It is simply wrong.
James C. Walker,
National Motorists Association
Nikola Motors accuses Tesla
of stealing truck design in
$2B lawsuit
Isn’t Nikola used to getting his ideas
stolen by now?
Robert Geier
They should be designing vacuums
and not trucks.
Danno
Disney could sue both of them.
These things remind me of
Stormtroopers.
William Schofield
How an Oregon trucker got lost
and what we can learn from it
I think we can all agree there were
mistakes. However, the integrity of
the driver is more important than
Continued on Page 18
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
land line offers polls on its website at LandLineMag.com
to gauge truckers’ opinions on issues of interest. Here are
some recent polls and their results.

How many shippers or receivers appear to
prioritize loading and unloading based on the
drivers’ available hours of service?
Most ....................................................................... 3%
Some...................................................................... 7%
None....................................................................68%
Do not know .........................................................22%

Have you chosen to reserve a parking spot more
often since April 1 than you normally did before?

from Page 17

the mistake. Good job young man for the good
choices you made and good job to the company for
being understanding in a difficult situation.
Another Driver
Rely totally on technology and someday find yourself
100-percent totally lost.
Jim
A good old-fashioned Rand McNally road atlas would
have saved the driver from his totally unnecessary
ordeal. His boss should mandate use of it.
Road Tripper

Yes ......................................................................25%
No .......................................................................61%
No, but I am considering it ...................................14%

Unfortunately, I learn mostly from my own mistakes.
I would imagine this young man will learn from his.
Best of luck to him, and would someone please buy
him an atlas.
Jeff Clark

Have you faced the threat of being out of
compliance with HOS regs this year because of
snow, storms or other weather-related events?

Because he was honest, and owned his mistake, I
would retain him as well.
Tom Balaz

Yes ......................................................................69%
No, it has been the same .....................................31%

Since full enforcement of the ELD mandate went
into effect April 1, have you noticed more open
weigh stations, where authorities could check
truckers’ logs?
Yes ......................................................................33%
No .......................................................................67%

Truck is OK. Load is OK. Driver is OK. Live and learn.
Could have been much worse. It will be a funny
story for him to tell in years to come and, with all of
the criticism, it will toughen his skin.
Eileen Richardson
They would have found me in a potato chip coma
bundled in potato chip bags.
Randall Rainey

Yes ......................................................................70%
No difference .......................................................13%
No, strict ELD reporting means I get more rest ........ 5%
No, because I quit trucking ...................................12%

Ticket camera rule changes
approved, pursued in seven states
As a police officer and a truck driver, I’m against
those. They take out the elements and leave only
possible errors. We have traffic officers for a reason
and a mechanical device without human judgement
is unconstitutional as far as I’m concerned.
Robert V. Criss

When waiting to load or unload, do you find
yourself parking on the street or in places you
would not have before electronic logs were
mandatory?

Pennsylvania Senate backs
snow-free vehicle mandate
Doesn’t matter what I drive or what I tow, I always
remove the snow.
Steven Johnson

Do you feel more stressed and fatigued
since the ELD mandate went into effect?

Yes ......................................................................80%
No .......................................................................20%

Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click
in one of the circles to indicate the answer that best fits your
opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you upto-date results, with your opinion included.
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Maybe Pennsylvania can throw in a complimentary
trailer scrape on the turnpike.
Derek Kries
Shippers will have to install safety equipment for
working over 6 feet off the ground.
Jeff Mathews
JUNE 2018
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A trucking ticking
time bomb

By Jami Jones, managing editor

I

t’s called “pace of regulation.”
When regulatory agencies,
like the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration,
introduce or change regulations, it
takes those regulated some time to
adapt. In a perfect world, the
regulation is built on solid research
and accomplishes its desired results
as the regulated group becomes
accustomed to the new requirements.
If the regulation proves to work
counter to its intended goal after that
adjustment period, tweaks or even
revocation should follow.
The problem is, we don’t live or
work in a perfect world.
And that’s nothing new.
Annette Sandberg left her
administrator post at FMCSA in
2006. Eight years later, in 2014, as
the battle waged over the latest
changes to the hours-of-service
regulations, she was critical of the
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agency’s approach to regulation.
“There’s clearly more pressure on
drivers, companies,” Sandberg told
Land Line in an exclusive interview.
“I don’t think the administration
cares about the pace of regulation.”
When Sandberg was the
administrator, she inherited a huge
backlog of regulations and recalled
having a specific internal discussion
with the staff.
“You can only put out regulations
at the pace the industry can handle
them. If you put them out too fast, it
overwhelms people, and they get
even more frustrated.”
Fast forward four years and
“frustration” is epidemic in the
trucking industry.

Electronic logs
The mandatory use of electronic logs
went into effect in December 2017,
with full enforcement beginning
April 1.

Sticking with the “pace of
regulation” principle, the electronic
logging mandate exacerbated the
chronic problems hours of service
create within the industry. The
15-minute logging increment
requirement is now gone, eliminating
what precious shred of flexibility the
rule afforded.
Instead of investigating the
underlying problems with hours of
service, FMCSA doubled down,
forcing unprecedented rigidness with
the rule.
While the outright screams for
relief have quieted ever so slightly to
a dull roar, they are still out there.
OOIDA filed an exemption request
in November. The Association is
asking the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration to allow
small trucking carriers that do not
have an “unsatisfactory” safety
rating and can document a proven
history of safety performance
without attributable at-fault crashes

© tiero - Fotolia.com; © Carsten Reisinger - Fotolia.com

The pace of regulation has been so rapid, without review, that it has
truckers strapped to an hours-of-service regulatory powder keg.
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to be allowed to continue to use
paper logs rather than ELDs to
record hours of service. The request
asks for a five-year exemption.
That exemption request received
congressional support with two
different letters to FMCSA from 25
lawmakers backing the request. Rep.
Brian Babin, R-Texas, led the charge
on the first letter and joined in with
Rep. Greg Gianforte, R-Mont., and
Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, in the
second round.
As of press time, the agency has
not responded to OOIDA’s exemption
request. However, the agency has
granted exemptions to four segments
in the industry, indicating the rule is
not on as firm of ground as FMCSA
officials might like to believe.

Hours of service
The down-to-the-second
monitoring of hours of service
compliance reinvigorated the
hours-of-service battlefront.
Countering a trend of increasing
rigidness in regulations that
subsequently are not improving the
crash rates on the highways, OOIDA
led the charge in regulatory reform by
filing a petition calling for changes to
the hours-of-service regulations.
OOIDA submitted the formal
petition on Feb. 13 with U.S.
Department of Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao and Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration
Deputy Administrator Cathy
Gautreaux. (Administrator Ray
Martinez had yet to be confirmed at
the time.)
“Trucking is heavily regulated, and
many of the regulations are strictly
enforced. Yet, highway safety is
getting worse, not better. Perhaps it’s
time for a new approach, one that
involves more input from truckers
with millions of miles of safe driving
experience and less input from those
with little to no experience behind the
wheel of a truck,” the petition states.
JUNE
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Trucking has had enough new, flawed regulation
for now. It’s time to slow the pace of regulation
and take a look at the collateral carnage the
existing regs have created.
Delivering the two-punch and opening
up a congressional line of attack on
the rules, Rep. Babin, introduced the
Responsible and Effective Standards
for Truckers Act or REST Act, on
March. 29. The bill, HR5417, has 15
co-sponsors.
Both OOIDA’s petition and Babin’s
bill ask for truckers to have the option
to pause the 14-hour clock once a
day, for up to three hours, for needed
rest breaks during the day. Both also
seek the elimination of the mandatory
30-minute rest break.
While the petition was mentioned in
general terms at a listening session at
the Mid-America Trucking Show in
March by FMCSA’s Martinez, he was
not able to talk specifically or hint to
how the agency might rule. As of press
time, the agency has not announced a
decision on the OOIDA petition.
“Right now, the most important
thing is to not let your lawmakers
ignore the hours of service issue. Call
them today, call them next week. We
have to force Congress to not only
talk about hours of service, but to act
sooner rather than later to provide
some relief,” OOIDA Director of
Government Affairs Mike Matousek
said.
“They are busy campaigning for
midterms. Let them know what you
expect of them and that you’re more
than prepared to vote accordingly if
they don’t act.”

Driver pay
As if the current heaping on of
burdensome regulations for the
industry isn’t enough, Rep. Jeff
Denham, R-Calif., has introduced
legislation once again that would

eliminate mandatory meal and rest
break pay in states that require it.
And, that’s not the worst of it.
If the language is enacted into law,
motor carriers would only have to
pay drivers on a piecework or permile basis. Gone could be any chance
at pay for detention time, safety
inspections, paperwork, or any other
work-related tasks that do not involve
racking up miles. It could also gut the
ability of states to individually address
these sorts of issues, according to
OOIDA.
Denham has attempted to get
the amendment enacted numerous
times over recent years, always
meeting with opposition from
truck drivers concerned about
the unintended consequences of
the overly broad language.

Pace of regulation
Annette Sandberg didn’t have a crystal
ball. She wasn’t looking into the
future. She spoke from experience.
The problem is, not enough people are
getting the concept.
That’s where those conversations
with lawmakers come in. And that’s
where the voice of the trucker has
to be the loudest and strongest one
they hear. There is no indication that
FMCSA, or Congress as a whole for
that matter, is planning on stepping on
the brakes.
Trucking has had enough new,
flawed regulation for now. It’s time
to slow the pace of regulation and
take a look at the collateral carnage
the existing regs on the books have
created and start doing something
about cleaning that mess up before
heaping on any more. LL
LAND
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NTSB crash recommendations
omit key details from investigation
NTSB omitted that the driver of the SUV tested positive
for methamphetamines and cocaine. It was also left out
that the NTSB couldn’t determine if the driver of the SUV
he National Transportation Safety
had a license because he left the hospital without the staff’s
Board’s job is to determine the
knowledge. Investigators conducted a 50-state check for
probable cause of crashes and to issue
his driver’s license but couldn’t find one. The NTSB report
safety recommendations aimed at
said it is unknown “whether the name or birth date that the
preventing future crashes.
undocumented immigrant driver provided to investigators
NTSB’s investigations are extensive as the
was incorrect or whether he was unlicensed.”
board often takes months analyzing every detail of a crash.
Other details include that the SUV was driving an
However, as seen in a Land Line review of two recent
estimated 35-45 mph in a 75 mph zone without the use of
NTSB crash reports, key details of the crash are frequently
hazard lights. The SUV had 11 occupants, nine of which
omitted from the board’s news release, final summary, and
weren’t wearing a seat belt.
probable cause.
It is unclear exactly how fast
While the full crash report
“I like their investigations
the SUV was traveling, but
includes all of the juicy details,
the summary that is released
and their thoroughness, but passengers said they believed
to be going around 35-45 mph.
to the media presents a narrow
their
recommendations
Some of the passengers said they
view of the event. Sadly, many
were driving slowly because
reporters write their articles
aren’t like Moses coming
of a mechanical failure that
based on the news release and
down from the mountain.
occurred after a fuel stop. Most
fail to learn about the other
of the SUV’s major mechanical
factors that may have caused a
They’re too often cherrysystems were severely damaged
crash.
picked and not supported
in the crash. Investigators were
NTSB released a summary
unable to corroborate passengers’
and probable cause in March
by credible data.”
reports of a mechanical problem
that outlined a June 2016
crash in Kansas that killed six
– OOIDA President Todd Spencer keeping the SUV from traveling
at highway speeds.
people. The crash happened
While the 22-year-old SUV
overnight when a tractor-trailer
driver tested positive for meth and cocaine, the NTSB
hit a slow-moving SUV on Interstate 70 near Goodland,
report said, the hospital had no residual sample available
Kan. Six of the passengers in the SUV were killed, while
for confirmatory tests. Because of the driver’s medical
the driver and four other passengers were severely injured.
condition, the Kansas Highway Patrol was unable to obtain
The truck driver didn’t sustain injuries in the crash.
additional toxicology samples.
The board said the probable cause was the trucker’s
A collision avoidance system may have very well helped
failure to perceive and take effective action to avoid rearavoid this crash. It’s also possible that the wreck could
ending the SUV due to his fatigue and him not expecting
have been avoided if the truck driver was more awake at
to encounter the slow-moving vehicle ahead of him.
2 a.m. But making the crash more about what the trucker
NTSB’s recommendation pointed to the need of a collision
did or didn’t do instead of focusing on the hazards created
avoidance system.
by the SUV is wrong.
“In this crash, a collision avoidance system, especially
It seems unlikely that if the roles were reversed and the
one capable of automatically applying the brakes, might
truck driver was the one who tested positive for hard drugs
have prevented this accident or at least lessened the
that the narrative would have been based around the SUV
severity of the crash,” Rob Molloy, director of NTSB’s
needing a collision avoidance system.
Office of Highway Safety, said in a news release.
“In general, NTSB is very good at investigation and
The message seems pretty clear: Truckers get tired, and
determining what happened,” OOIDA President Todd
technology will fix the problem.
Spencer said. “However, like so many others, they are
But those who cracked open the full NTSB report know
also guilty of latching on to things that they believe that
there was a lot more going on in this crash.
really aren’t supported by any legitimate research or
The summary, probable cause, and news release from the

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor
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investigation. Realistically, that shouldn’t be.”
This isn’t the only time key details were left out of the
NTSB’s news release and probable cause summary.
In October, the NTSB issued a news release announcing it
had determined sleep apnea played a role in a 2016 fatality
crash involving a tractor-trailer and a motor coach that
occurred near Palm Springs, Calif. Soon after, news outlets
published such headlines as “Undiagnosed sleep apnea a
factor in deadly California bush crash.”
But some extremely important information failed to make
its way from the report to the NTSB’s news release.
First, the truck driver – even after the crash – was never
diagnosed to be suffering from sleep apnea. He was never
tested. Instead, the assumption of him suffering from sleep
apnea was based on the driver’s weight.
“Based on the evidence that the truck driver did not move
his vehicle for more than two minutes after the traffic break
ended and his reported belief that the break had lasted about
four times its actual length, he was most likely asleep at the
time of the crash, due to fatigue that, given his extremely
high level of obesity, probably resulted from undiagnosed
and untreated moderate-to-severe obstructive sleep apnea,”
the report said.
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In addition, the actual NTSB report cited several other
factors in the California crash, including a failed traffic
management plan.
The report also said the truck driver had violated hoursof-service regulations for several days prior to the crash and
that the bus driver had slept four hours or less in the dayand-a-half leading up to the crash. However, the NTSB news
release didn’t mention the hours-of-service violation or the
bus driver’s lack of sleep as being contributing factors to
their potential fatigue. Instead, the news release referenced
the truck driver’s undiagnosed sleep apnea and the bus
driver’s untreated diabetes.
Spencer said that NTSB’s recommendations should be
taken with a grain of salt.
“Their recommendations don’t have to undergo scrutiny,”
he said. “Their recommendations don’t have to undergo
cost-benefit analysis. Much of what they advocate is based
on what ‘we believe,’ and their beliefs are certainly less than
balanced and objective.
“I like their investigations and their thoroughness, but their
recommendations aren’t like Moses coming down from the
mountain. They’re too often cherry-picked and not supported
by credible data.” LL
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FMCSA delays rule eliminating
driversÕ need to carry medical cards
Security breach
plays role in delay

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

he Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration plans to push
back the compliance date three
years for a federal rule that would
eliminate the need for truck drivers
to carry their medical cards.
A notice was published to the
Federal Register on April 27 that
FMCSA’s Medical Examiner’s
Certification Integration final
rule scheduled to go into
effect on June 22 would be
delayed until June 22, 2021.
The rule requires the FMCSA
to electronically transmit from
the National Registry to the state
driver’s license agencies the
driver identification information,
examination results, and restriction
information from examinations
performed for commercial motor
vehicle drivers. In addition, it
requires FMCSA to transmit
electronically to state driver’s
license agencies the medical
variance information for all
commercial vehicle drivers and
to post the driver identification,
examination results and restriction
information received electronically
from FMCSA.

T
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However, the National
Registry of Certified Medical
Examiners website suffered a
security breach on Dec. 1 and
as of press time had been down
about five-and-a-half months.
“FMCSA has reluctantly
concluded that it will not be able
to electronically transmit medical
examiner certification information
from the national registry to the
state driver’s licensing agencies
nor will the state driver’s licensing
agencies be able to electronically
receive the medical examiner
certification information from the
national registry for posting to the
CDL information system driver
record as intended by the Medical
Examiner’s Certification Integration
final rule,” the FMCSA notice said.
The agency vaguely referenced
the website hack as a reason for
moving the compliance date.
“Due to a number of delays,
including an incident that occurred
in early December 2017 causing the
agency to take the national registry
offline leading to interruptions in
the development of the process
for the electronic transmission of
medical examiner certification
information and medical variances,
the final specifications … have not
been completed,” the notice said.
FMCSA said moving the
compliance date back three years
will give the state driver’s licensing
agencies sufficient time to make the
necessary information technology
program changes.
However, beginning on June 2,
certified medical examiners will
be required to report results of all
complete commercial motor vehicle
drivers’ medical examinations to
FMCSA by midnight (local time)

the day following an examination,
but they must continue issuing the
original paper medical examiner
certificate to qualified drivers. All
drivers will continue to provide the
state driver’s licensing agency with
proof of medical certification.
The agency said it is working to
prevent a future breach of data.
“The Department of
Transportation and the FMCSA is
updating the national registry to
ensure the most up-to-date security
features are employed,” the FMCSA
wrote in an email to Land Line.
Medical examiners, who were
certified before the hack, have
been able to continue conducting
DOT physicals and issuing medical
certificates (Form MCSA-5876)
to qualified drivers. However, the
outage has created a tremendous
backlog of examination results that
are waiting to be uploaded.
Based on the number of DOT
physicals conducted in previous
years, the backlog is estimated to be
more than 1.5 million.
The agency hasn’t provided a
timeline for when it expects the
website to be fully functional.
“The Department of
Transportation and FMCSA are
working diligently to deploy a fully
functional and secure solution as
quickly as possible,” FMCSA said.
FMCSA is accepting public
comments on the notice until June
26. Comments may be submitted
at Regulations.gov with the
docket No. FMCSA-2018-0119,
or by mailing U.S. Department of
Transportation; 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE; Washington, D.C.;
West Building, Ground Floor,
Room W12-140, 20590-0001. LL
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No evidence to support change to hair testing, OOIDA says
By Mark Schremmer,
associate editor

As the Trucking
Alliance pushes for
truck drivers to be
screened for drugs
via hair testing, the
Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association maintains its stance that
there is no evidence to support the change.
“The Trucking Alliance has yet to demonstrate that
they have experienced a reduction in crash rate since
their voluntary adoption of hair testing,” the OOIDA
Foundation wrote in its one-pager on the topic.
“Neither have they presented evidence showing that
their hair testing labs meet the rigorous standards of
scientific methodology for testing or that their hair
testing equipment and protocol has been consistent and
unbiased.”
Urinalysis satisfies the current FMCSA drug and
alcohol testing requirements. However, the Trucking
Alliance has reportedly been lobbying Congress to
introduce legislation in 2019 that would require truck
drivers to receive hair testing.
“Although the Trucking Alliance claims that hair testing
is a safety issue, the facts clearly demonstrate that their
petition is a solution in search of a problem,” the OOIDA
Foundation wrote.
There were 32,166 fatal motor vehicle crashes in the
United States in 2015. According to data reported by
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, truck
drivers recorded a positive drug test result in 185 of those
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crashes, which amounts to 0.58 percent.
“While any fatality is too many, it is doubtful that
any alternative testing methodology will reduce that
percentage,” OOIDA wrote.
The Association also maintains its concerns for the
potential bias involved with hair testing.
“Studies have indicated that hair testing for
controlled substances has a bias toward hair color
and texture, particularly for those individuals with
darker hair,” OOIDA wrote. “Other issues with
hair testing which have yet to be addressed include
the problem that different individuals grow hair
at different rates and that it takes much longer for
metabolites to appear in hair than in urine.”
In 2017, several big fleets, including J.B. Hunt
Transport, Schneider National Carriers, Werner
Enterprises, Knight Transportation, Dupre Logistics and
Maverick Transportation requested that the FMCSA grant
them an exemption, allowing them to use hair testing in
lieu of urinalysis for pre-employment screenings of truck
drivers.
OOIDA spoke out against the exemption request, asking
FMCSA not to grant an exemption “for an unproven
methodology using nonstandardized procedures and
protocols that could possibly affect the livelihood of
thousands of drivers.”
“OOIDA believes that before any alternative
testing methodology is allowed in lieu of a proven
methodology, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (should) be allowed access
to the applicants’ hair testing and crash data to review
for validity and to substantiate claims of a reduction in
crashes,” the Association wrote. LL
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What to take away from
FMCSA’s latest crash stats
Fatigue is rarely a factor
in fatal truck crashes.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

T

he Federal Motor
Carrier Safety
Administration
recently published its
Large Truck and Bus
Crash Facts for 2016,
highlighting some key
factors behind truckinvolved crashes.
The report, which
pulls crash data from
reports compiled by a variety
of federal transportation, highway and safety agencies,
shows that crashes for both passenger and commercial
vehicles were on the rise in 2016. The report does not
include data that would indicate cause or fault, however.
When it comes to truck-involved fatal crashes, the report
found that fatigue-related factors were involved in 4 percent
of the total. Side impacts occurred in 16 percent.

Crash details
Of the various pre-crash events, the most prevalent
in fatal truck-involved crashes was another vehicle
encroaching into the truck’s lane at 38 percent.
Another 26 percent of pre-crash events involved
another vehicle in the same lane that did something to
make a crash imminent. Less than a quarter was the
result of the truck’s loss of control or movement.
Only 5 percent of the fatal truck-involved crashes included
vehicle-related factors such as tires, brake system and
steering. This is in line with the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration’s claim that the overwhelming
majority of fatal crashes are caused by human error. Tires
were the most common vehicle-related factor among trucks,
accounting for 1 percent of fatal truck-involved crashes.
So what are the most common human-error factors?
Speeding, at 7 percent of fatal truck-involved crashes, and
distraction, at 6 percent.
But what about fatigue? Less than 4 percent of truckinvolved fatal crashes fell under “impairment,” a catch-all
category that includes fatigue, alcohol, illness, and other
physical or mental impairments. Of the 4,152 crashes total
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under the impairment category, sleep or fatigue were cited
as a factor in just 70 crashes, roughly 1.7 percent of all fatal
truck involved crashes in 2016. Among passenger vehicle
drivers, impairment accounted for 16 percent of fatal
crashes. The report does not specify the number of sleep or
fatigue-related impairments to passenger vehicle drivers.
A little more than one-quarter of fatal truck-involved
crashes were on rural and urban interstates. About
one-third happened on “other principal arterial” roads.
More than 60 percent of fatal truck-involved crashes
occurred in rural areas.
The most common time frame for fatal truck-involved
crashes was between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., accounting for
one-third of crashes. Nearly two thirds of truck-involved
fatal crashes occurred during the daytime hours of 6 a.m.
to 6 p.m.
Inclement weather was rarely a contributing factor,
according to the report. More than 70 percent of fatal
crashes involving trucks took place on a clear day and
another 15 percent on a cloudy day. Rain accounted for
more fatal crashes than snow, at 6 percent compared to
1.5 percent, respectively. However, 85 percent of crashes
were on dry pavement, 10 percent on wet pavement and
only 2 percent on pavement covered with snow or ice.
Adjusted per 1 million people, Wyoming had the most fatal
truck-involved crashes with 32.45. On the other side of the
spectrum, Rhode Island had the fewest, at 1.89 fatal crashes,
not counting District of Columbia’s zero fatal crashes.
The initial point of impact for more than half of fatal
truck-involved crashes occurred at the front of trucks.
Less than 20 percent struck the rear, and only 16 percent
occurred on the left or right side. In related news, some
lawmakers want to mandate underride guards on all trucks.
Data was compiled by sourcing the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis
Reporting System, General Estimates System, Crash
Report Sampling System, FMCSA’s Motor Carrier
Management Information System Crash File and the
Federal Highway Administration’s Highway Statistics.
Data does not include crash causation or fault.

Truck stats vs.
passenger vehicle stats
Two years ago, there was a 3.4 percent increase in the
number of trucks involved in fatal crashes, and a 6.7 percent
increase in the number of fatal crashes. The number of
passenger vehicles involved in fatal crashes jumped 6
percent, and the number of passenger vehicle fatal crashes
increased by 5 percent.
JUNE 2018

When it comes to injury crashes, trucks and passenger
vehicles kept up at nearly the same pace with about a 25
percent increase in the number of vehicles involved and
the number of injury crashes.
Vehicle-miles traveled stats varied in some areas. For
both trucks and passenger vehicles, vehicle miles traveled
increased by nearly 3 percent. Passenger vehicles clocked
an all-time high of 2.8 trillion miles. Trucks traveled
approximately 288 billion miles in 2016.
Injury crashes and the number of vehicles involved per
100 million vehicle miles traveled were virtually the same
between trucks and passenger vehicles, with an increase
of just over 20 percent in both categories. Although the
number of fatal crashes involving trucks per 100 million
VMT were near the same below 5 percent, the number of
passenger vehicles involved increased by 4 percent to 1.44,
whereas the number of trucks remained stagnant at 1.46.
Drunk driving is a major concern for passenger vehicles,
but not so much for truckers. Of all fatal truck-involved
crashes, only 3 percent of truck drivers had a blood
alcohol concentration (BAC) of more than 0.01 and only
2 percent had a BAC greater than 0.08. However, nearly
a quarter of passenger vehicle drivers involved in a fatal
crash had a BAC of more than 0.01. One in five passenger
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vehicle drivers had
a BAC greater than
0.08, the legal limit
in most areas.
As far as how
significant a role
drugs played, it is
hard to tell. No drug
testing was issued
in more than 60
percent of fatal truckinvolved crashes.
Of all fatal crashes where trucks were involved, less
than 5 percent included a drug test with at least one
positive drug result. About half of all drivers in all
fatal crashes were tested for drugs, resulting in at
least one positive result in 13.4 percent of crashes.
Less than 5 percent of truck-involved fatal crashes were
the result of a truck rear-ending a passenger vehicles.
Conversely, 16 percent of crashes were the result of a
passenger vehicle rear-ending a truck. How many headon collisions were the result of a truck crossing the center
median? Only 2 percent. What about cars crossing the
median? Nearly 17 percent. LL
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Seven more states adopt rule changes for truck platoons
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Work continues at statehouses from
coast to coast to provide authority to
test driver-assistive truck platooning
technology on highways.
During the past three years at least
a dozen states have taken action
to allow testing. The rule changes
often require amendments to vehicle
following distance rules.
The first state to act was Utah. The
state has since permitted multiple
companies to test their vehicles on
state roads.
Gov. Gary Herbert earlier this
year signed into law a follow-up bill
to exempt connected trucks from
the state’s two-second rule for safe
following distance.
Other states this year to enact
laws on truck platoons include the
following.

Alabama
A new law permits truck platooning
by amending statute that covers the
following-too-closely rule.
State law has limited following
distances for large trucks at a
minimum of 300 feet.
The rule change is intended to
provide research for truck platooning
technology. Platooning vehicles are
authorized to follow at distances
“that are closer than would be
reasonable and prudent without the
electronic coordination.”

Indiana
State law prohibits trucks from
following other trucks closer than
300 feet.
One new law includes a provision
to exempt truck platoons from the
rule. Also included in the new rule is
a repeal of the state’s motor carrier
surcharge tax and a corresponding
21-cent increase in the state’s diesel
tax rate.
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Kentucky
Gov. Matt Bevin signed into law
a rule that could soon result in
platooning trucks on Kentucky
highways.
State law has prohibited large
trucks from traveling within 250 feet
of another large truck.
The new law exempts
electronically connected trucks from
the following-too-closely rule. The
rule applies only to two trucks.
Operators in each vehicle would be
required to hold a valid CDL and to
be behind the wheel.
Affected vehicles must also display
a marking to warn other drivers and
law enforcement that the vehicle is
part of a platoon.

Mississippi
A new rule in Mississippi also covers
following distances rules.
State law specifies that large trucks
are not allowed to follow another
large truck within 300 feet.
The revised law exempts
platooning vehicles from the
distance minimum while traveling

on divided multilane highways
in each direction. Platoons would
be limited to two trucks.
Rep. Charles Busby, R-Pascagoula,
told lawmakers while speaking on the
House floor that the change allows
for trucks to be linked electronically
as they travel through the state.
“There would be drivers in
each truck. I want to clear that
up, but they would be allowed to
follow each other more closely
than current law allows.”
The state Department of
Transportation and the Department
of Public Safety now are
required to approve any plans
for platooning operations.

Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown has signed into law
new rules for following distances.
Oregon law states that large
trucks following another truck while
traveling outside of a business or
residence district or upon a freeway
must leave “sufficient space so that
an overtaking vehicle may enter and
occupy the space without danger.”
The first new law exempts from
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the rule vehicles with connected
automated braking systems.
The second rule change authorizes
the creation of a task force on
autonomous vehicles. A 31-member
group is authorized, with officials
representing groups that include
the Oregon Trucking Association,
to develop recommendations for
legislation about the issue. The group
is responsible for submitting a report
to the Legislature this fall.

Wisconsin
One more new law in Wisconsin
revises the statute that covers traveling
distance between large vehicles.
State law already prohibits motor
vehicles from following others “more
closely than is reasonable and prudent”
under circumstances. Large trucks in
excess of 10,000 pounds also must
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keep at least 500 feet behind them and
other vehicles.
The new rule exempts trailing
vehicles in platoons from the
following distance minimum.
Rep. Mike Rohrkaste, R-Neenah,
testified during a previous committee
hearing that trucks can experience
significant fuel efficiencies through the
use of “drafting.”
“The problem is that effective
drafting often requires trucks to follow
each other more closely than 500
feet,” Rohrkaste stated. He assured
legislators that platooning drivers
would continue to have “ultimate
control over their individual vehicles,
including steering.”
Actions on the topic that are ongoing
at statehouses around the country
include Illinois, Louisiana, Michigan,
Missouri and Pennsylvania. LL
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Elected officials in about one-third of all
states throughout the country continue
to consider bills that affect your trucking
business.
We know you don’t have time to keep up
with all the legislative action. That’s why your Association
keeps a close watch on the action for you. On this and
the following pages, you will find a roundup of some
significant happenings from around the country.
For a complete rundown of state legislation, visit
LandLineMag.com and click on “Legislative Watch” under
the “Important Info” tab.

CoLoRADo
One new law ensures occupational accident insurance
coverage is available to independent truckers in the state.
Colorado law has required independent commercial
operators to have workers’ compensation or a private
insurance policy that provides similar coverage. SB178
changes “private insurance policy” to “occupational
accident coverage insurance policy.” The new law also
specifies the requirements for when such a policy may be
considered as providing similar coverage.
iDAHo
A new law is intended to keep vehicles out of the far left
lane for “an unreasonable amount of time.” State law
already prohibits impeding the “normal and reasonable
movement of traffic.” H471 covers impeding “the flow of
other traffic traveling at a lawful rate of speed.” Violators
would face $90 citations.
ioWA
Gov. Kim Reynolds has signed into law a bill that allows
third-party testers to administer the CDL driving skills test.
The authorization in place since 2014 was scheduled to
sunset in 2019. Previously HF2197, the new law removes
the sunset date.
LoUiSiANA
A House bill would require “any school bus, truck-tractor,
trailer, semitrailer, or any combination of these vehicles” to
stay in the far right lane while traveling along stretches of
Interstates 10, 12 and 110 in East Baton Rouge Parish. The

Missouri
Random commercial vehicle inspections is among the
topics of a 54-page bill moving through the statehouse.
SB1050 specifies that roadside safety inspections
are not permitted on the shoulder of highways with a
posted speed limit in excess of 40 mph.
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restriction along 31 miles of highway would be in effect on
weekdays from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. HB432 would require the
Department of Transportation and Development to post
signs alerting truck and bus drivers about the rule.

MiNNESoTA
One Senate bill would earmark vehicle-related sales tax for
state and local roads and bridges. Everything from oil
changes to vehicle rentals would be covered. SF3837 calls
for asking voters whether to protect the sales tax revenue
from possible diversions via an amendment to the state’s
constitution. The change is intended to make sure the more
than $250 million annually collected from vehicle-related
sales taxes is safeguarded.
MiSSiSSiPPi
A new law in effect July 1 permits police to ticket travelers
lingering in the far left lanes of multilane highways.
Previously HB80, the new law requires travelers on
multilane roadways to stay to the right except when
overtaking or passing another vehicle. Also, drivers would
be exempt if they are in the left lane to turn or exit.
Violators would face fines of $5 to $50.
NEbRASkA
Gov. Pete Ricketts has signed into law a bill to increase
vehicle speeds from 65 mph to 70 mph on four-lane
expressways. Two-lane state highways would see an
increase from 60 mph to 65 mph. Previously LB1009, the
new law mandates that before any speed changes could take
effect the Nebraska DOT would need to study the issue.
NEW HAMPSHiRE
One Senate floor vote away from heading to the governor’s
desk, a bill targets left-lane laggards. State law specifies that
anyone driving slower than the normal speed of traffic must
stay in the right lane except to pass or turn left. HB1595
would eliminate the speed language in the rule. Instead, the
bill states that vehicles must travel in the right lane unless
passing another vehicle. Violators would face $50 fines.
okLAHoMA
Multiple bills are of note. HB3395 would revise the state’s
75-mph speed rule on four-lane divided highways, including
interstates. The bill specifies that 85 mph would be the
maximum speed allowed on affected highways.
SB1385 would increase speeds for motorists to 85 mph –
up from 75 – along the Turner Turnpike, Indian Nation
Turnpike, H.E. Bailey Turnpike, and the Cimarron
Turnpike. The bill calls for keeping truck speeds at 75 mph.
SB1025 would amend the state’s left lane law. Oklahoma
already limits left lane use on highways with at least two
lanes of traffic in the same direction. Since Nov. 1, state law
JUNE 2018

specifies that drivers are required to stay to the right unless
passing or preparing to turn left, or for safety measures.
The bill would limit enforcement of the rule to interstates
and turnpikes.
HB3290 specifies that roadways within the city limits of
a municipality would not be covered by the state’s existing
lane use rule as long as such roadways are not part of the
interstate highway system. Road conditions and weather
conditions would also be added to the list of exceptions for
left lane use.
HB3306 would also revise the left lane law in an effort
to prohibit large trucks accessing the far left lane. Truck
traffic would be limited from the left lane on roadways
with at least three lanes of traffic in one direction.
Exceptions would be made for moving left to
accommodate merging traffic and preparing for a left turn.
A new law covers high-wide corridors in the state.
SB1114 states that all future bridge design or construction
on affected corridors must accommodate vehicles with a
gross vehicle weight of 315,000 pounds.

Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.

PENNSyLvANiA
One bill nearing passage at the statehouse would update
the vehicle code to reflect the standard trailer width of
102-inch wide trailers – up from 96 inches. SB880 would
permit an engineering and traffic study to determine
whether a roadway width is not sufficient for the change.

OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.

UTAH
Gov. Gary Herbert has signed into law a bill that
greenlights an inland port authority in the Salt Lake City
area. Previously SB234, the new law would authorize an
11-member board to move the project forward. The nearly
20,000-acre import/export center is planned to
accommodate road, rail and air cargo.

OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.

viRgiNiA
A new law directs the Commonwealth Transportation
Board to develop and adopt an Interstate 81 Corridor
Improvement plan and evaluate financing options for
corridor improvements. SB971 calls for studying items that
include freight traffic, and truck parking needs along the
corridor.
WyoMiNg
Gov. Matt Mead has signed into law a House Joint
Resolution that pursues a commercial driver’s license
compact agreement. HJ2 requests Congress to enact
legislation permitting western states to enter into a
voluntary compact to establish a graduated commercial
driver licensing program that would allow commercial
drivers between 18 and 21 years of age to operate a
commercial vehicle in “a consenting, contiguous state.” LL
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TENNESSEE

New law ‘defunds’ enforcement that already doesn’t exist
By Jami Jones, managing editor

With a swipe of the pen, Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam
signed a bill into law on April 18 that strips enforcement
funding of the electronic logging mandate for in-state
agriculture operations – that are currently exempt from
enforcement thanks to a federal waiver. The new law
does not change the status quo.
The new law, originally bills SB1936 and HB1962,
prohibits spending state funds to enforce electronic
logging regulations against any motor vehicle
transporting nonhazardous materials for farm purposes
within the state.
The bills were originally introduced on Jan. 29 by
Rep. Dale Carr, R-Sevierville, and Sen. Frank Niceley,
R-Strawberry Plains. The original bill language would
have stripped funding for all electronic logging mandate
enforcement in the state.
However, Sen. Paul Bailey, R-Sparta, introduced
an amendment on March 28 that unanimously passed
the Senate. The amendment narrowed the focus of the
original bill to only prohibit using funds to enforce the
electronic logging mandate on ag haulers that do not
travel outside of the state.
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Following a 32-0 vote in the Senate on the amended
bill, the House then voted 82-2 to defund ELD
enforcement on the ag operations on April 4. Haslam
signed the amended bill into law, April 18, immediately
enacting the law – which doesn’t change the current
enforcement of the ELD mandate in the state.
The law only applies to agriculture operations in the
state of Tennessee and only the commodities already
under the federal agriculture waiver.
According to the fiscal impact analysis, the amendment
ensures the state will continue receiving federal funding
for ELD enforcement of more than $4 million. That
money would still be used to enforce the ELD mandate
on all other operators except those under the FMCSA’s
agriculture waiver.
“Continuous enforcement of ELD regulations is
required to receive the federal funding and be in
compliance with federal regulations,” the analysis states.
“The proposed legislation will prohibit the
state from utilizing state funding to enforce ELD
regulations against intrastate farmers. Agricultural
operations are exempt from federal ELD regulations.
As a result, any fiscal impact on the state government
is estimated to be not significant.” LL
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The Texas Department of
Transportation will dismiss
approximately $1.3 billion in toll late
fees for approximately 2.2 million
motorists. In April, representatives
from the Texas DOT told the state
House Transportation Committee
about the waiver and how the
department plans to move forward
with toll collection.
Motorists in Texas racked up a toll
late fee bill of $1.3 billion from 2007 to March 1.
According to KXAN-TV in Austin, some toll users owed
thousands of dollars in late fees. Others said bills were
sent to incorrect addresses.
During a committee hearing, Rep. Joe Pickett,
D-El Paso, asked Texas DOT Executive Director James
Bass how the department plans to move forward with
existing debt now that new rules are in effect. Pickett
pointed out that people who owe are not sure what to do.
Essentially, all late toll fees incurred before March 1 on
Texas DOT-controlled toll roads have been forgiven.
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TEXAS

State DOT forgives more than $1B in toll late fees

However, Bass emphasized that only
the late fees are being waived. Actual
toll costs before March 1 are still
being collected.
On June 9, 2017, Gov. Greg Abbott
signed SB312 into law. The new law
ordered the agency to set new rules
regarding the collection of toll fees
that went into effect on March 1.
One of the new rules sets a maximum
late fee at $48 in a 12-month period.
“In the coming weeks customers
will only see the new late fee of $4
per statement on their statement after 30 days of
nonpayment – note that it may take a little longer to clear
the balance of previous late fees from our online system,
but know that we will not be billing for these previous
late fees,” the Texas DOT said in a statement.
“Customers are still required to pay the toll charges
remaining on their accounts.”
Bass said most of the money would have never been
deposited into the state treasury anyway. Late fee
revenues would likely go into one of the trust estates that
are held on behalf of the bond holders. LL
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UTAH

Voters to weigh in on increasing
fuel tax for education use
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The OOIDA-Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

OOIDA, its board of directors and its
members thank

for its generous commitment of $10,000
to the OOIDA-Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund for 2018/2019, PLUS an additional
$5,000 in memory of Jim Johnston.
Over the past 10 years, Shell has
contributed over $100,000 to the Mary
Johnston Scholarship fund.
OOIDA is grateful for Shell’s partnership
with OOIDA in this important member
program.

800-444-5791
www.ooidafoundation.org
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Fresh off the heels of expanding authority to collect tolls
on any state roadway, Utah lawmakers have authorized a
ballot question to ask voters whether to increase fuel taxes.
The state now collects 29.4 cents per gallon on fuel
purchases to help cover transportation costs. A portion
of revenue from
the state’s general
fund – $600 million
annually – also is
applied to roads.
Gov. Gary
Herbert has
authorized asking
voters about putting
money ordinarily
reserved for road
use instead toward education. Specifically, the governor’s
endorsement authorizes adding a nonbinding question to
this fall’s ballot to see if voters would support a 10-cent
increase in the state’s fuel tax to help cover costs to
increase salaries for teachers and support staff.
A portion of new revenues also would be applied to local
roads.
The governor said the revenue boost could nearly triple
the amount of education spending in the state over the next
five years. If enacted, the Herbert administration says the
fuel tax increase would raise an estimated $125 million for
education in the first year and reach $386 million in 2023.
“I believe that the people of Utah want to invest more
into education,” Herbert said in prepared remarks. “And
I believe that the people of Utah believe that they should
pay their fair share.”
To help minimize the hit to Utah residents’ pocketbooks,
state property taxes would be frozen for the next five
years. In addition, personal and corporate income taxes
would be lowered from 5 percent to 4.95 percent.
The ballot authorization follows passage earlier in the
regular session of legislation to remove state restrictions
on roads that can be tolled.
Outgoing Senate President Wayne Niederhauser,
R-Sandy, said congestion issues continue to worsen around
the state despite efforts over the past couple of decades to
address the issue.
He told legislators during discussion on the issue that the
state needs to start preparing now for big changes in how
transportation revenue is raised. He referred to fuel tax
collection as “obsolete.” LL
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AssOCIATION NEWs

Land Line Now to offer full
broadcast online and via podcast
Did you miss a part
of Land Line Now’s
radio show on Sirius
XM channel 146
because you had to
take care of business?
Or maybe you don’t
have satellite radio
at all and want to hear the broadcast.
Land Line Now has you covered by
offering each day’s full broadcast
on its website and via podcast.
Beginning June 6, Land Line Now
will offer its full show the following
day at 6 a.m. Eastern streaming
online at LandLineNow.com. For
those on the road and listening
to audio on their phone, the show
can be accessed as a podcast on
various podcast apps as well.
“The No. 1 question we have been
asked over and over since we went on
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the air is, ‘Why can I
not listen to your show
online?’” Land Line Now
host Mark Reddig said.
“Frankly, this is overdue,
and we’re glad to
provide it.”
Podcasts will be
available on most podcast apps,
including Apple Podcasts, Stitcher,
Pocket Casts, Overcast, Podbean
and others. Simply subscribe to the
podcast, set up automatic downloads
for new episodes and watch the latest
Land Line Now broadcast pop up on
your phone every morning. ll

Land Line NowÕs full daily show can be
downloaded on most podcast apps. Just
subscribe, set up automatic downloads
and enjoy new shows every morning
Monday through Friday.
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TRUCK PARKING

ANAlysIs:

The big three truck stop chains
address reserved, paid parking policies
How are Love’s, Pilot Flying J
and TravelCenters of America
reacting to the parking crisis
since the ELD mandate?
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

J

During the 2018 Mid-America Trucking
Show, Knoxville, Tenn.-based Pilot
Flying J was featuring its Truck Care
service and myPilot app. However,
during an interview with Land Line, the
conversation shifted to an issue that is
plaguing the industry: parking.
“It’s not getting better,” said Tyler Tanaka, PFJ director
of digital and innovation. “The sheer number of drivers
that are on the road compared to the number of parking
spaces presents a huge challenge to plan your day, to have
a stress-free day, to extend your mileage. We completely
understand.”
In the first quarter of 2018, PFJ opened six locations
in North America, including more than 200 new truck
parking spaces. None of those locations include Prime
Parking (i.e., paid, reserved spots).
However, many larger locations do include Prime
Parking. Typically, the number of Prime Parking spots are
relatively small. According to PFJ, reserved parking spots
make up only 4 percent of its more than 70,000 parking
spots at nearly 800 locations nationwide.
The percentage of reserved parking spots varies from
location to location. For example, the Kansas City, Mo.,
location includes 121 public spaces and 20 Prime Parking
spaces (14 percent of total spaces). In Little Rock, Ark.,
the PFJ has 110 spaces, with 10 of those Prime Parking,
or about 9 percent. Meanwhile, 20 of 74 total spots at the
Castaic, Calif., location are Prime Parking, which amounts
to more than a quarter of the spaces.
Although some truckers may take exception to reserved,
paid parking, Tanaka explained the total number of
reserved spaces nationwide is small. Furthermore, the
current environment created by regulations has opened a
market of truckers who need a guaranteed space.
“Especially with hours of service and ELDs coming
on board, parking is getting worse now,” Tanaka said.

© iStockphoto.com/vitpho

ason’s Law survey results were released two-and-a-half
years ago. The most progress we have seen from the
government came on April 23, when the Federal Highway
Administration announced it was seeking comments for an
updated version. In other words, another survey.
The private sector is a key player in addressing the
extreme lack of truck parking across the nation. The big
three – Pilot Flying J, TravelCenters of America and
Love’s Travel Stops – have been trying to keep up.
While the governments at all levels are doing very little
about truck parking, the federal government added insult
to injury with the ELD mandate. With no wiggle room
on the clock, the race for a parking spot has only gotten
worse.
Some truck stop locations are featuring paid, reserved
parking. It’s not popular with all truckers, but the big
three have good reasoning behind their parking
policies. Below is a look at what PFJ, Love’s
and TA & Petro locations are doing to
address the problem.

Pilot Flying J
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“We know that parking availability is a
growing concern, and now it’s being
exacerbated by the ELD mandate.”
Ð Jon Archard, LoveÕs vice president of sales

“Drivers are being forced to get off the road earlier and
cutting their drive time short, because they can’t guarantee
they’re going to have a parking space.”
PFJ spokeswoman Wendy Hamilton acknowledged that
the company has increased its Prime Parking inventory
because of a demand increase in some areas.
“However, in these cases, we also understand the demand
remains strong for free parking,” Hamilton said. “This is
why Pilot Flying J will only increase Prime Parking in these
requested areas if the parking lot will accommodate the
additional reserved spaces.”
PFJ wants to hear about how the company can improve
the parking situation directly from the truckers. Drop them a
message at HelpMePark@PilotFlyingJ.com.

Travel Centers of America
Among the big
three, Westlake,
Ohio-based
TravelCenters
of America, operating as TA & Petro, added the fewest new
locations to the infrastructure in 2017. That doesn’t mean
they weren’t hard at work. TravelCenters has been focusing
on improving existing locations.
“In general, our expansion has been entirely based on
market demand,” said Tom Liutkus, a spokesman for TA
& Petro. “The ELD mandate created a bit of a surge in
late 2017 into early 2018, and that may have been a larger
bump in demand that may not occur in the future. But as a
practice, we monitor each site and the level of occupancy as
well as driver inquiry about availability.”
Although TA & Petro did not directly acknowledge
increasing reserved parking since the ELD mandate went
into effect, the company did recognize an increase in truck
traffic over the last several months and, consequently,
increased demand for reserved spaces.
Of the more than 47,000 truck parking spots available at
TravelCenters’ 250-plus locations nationwide, more than
41,000 are free. That means approximately 12 percent are
part of the Reserve-It! paid parking program.
Like other truck stop companies, that percentage may be
higher at specific locations in certain congested areas where
parking demand is exceedingly high. Even in those areas,
Continued on Page 81
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House approves Denham amendment
Overreaching language threatens to go well beyond
limiting meal and rest break pay for truck drivers.
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

n a vote that mostly fell along party lines, the U.S.
House of Representatives approved an amendment to
the Federal Aviation Administration authorization that
would threaten truck driver pay.
The so-called Denham amendment, named for Rep.
Jeff Denham, R-Calif., would pre-empt any state laws
addressing compensation and benefits for drivers, such as
California’s laws about meals and rest break provisions.
The amendment passed by a vote of 222-193, with 12
Republicans joining 181 Democrats in opposition. Two
of the co-sponsors of the amendment – Henry Cuellar of
Texas and Jim Costa of California – are also Democrats.
After passing the House on April 27, as of press time the
bill still awaited reconciliation with the Senate version,
where the Denham amendment could still be scuttled.
“We’re disappointed that the amendment passed,”
said Collin Long, OOIDA’s senior director of legislative
affairs. “We still have a lot of game to play, though. At
this point, we have to turn our attention to the Senate and
focus our efforts on knocking the language out of the
aviation package in there.”
Long pointed out that time is getting short for action in
the Senate ahead of the midterm elections in November.
That could affect how much time is available for the
Senate to take up the complex aviation bill.
“We’re not waiting to see what happens,” he said. “We
know the Senate is our next battleground on this front.”
Before the vote on the proposed legislation,
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.,
sent out a letter asking her fellow Democrats in the
House to oppose the amendment, saying it would
erode “a key safeguard against fatigue, crashes and
vehicular deaths.” Pelosi’s letter also characterized
the amendment as “a handout to special interests and
big corporations who have lobbied for its passage,”
such as the American Trucking Associations.
“The Denham amendment would roll back guaranteed
meal and rest breaks for drivers, eroding a key safeguard
against fatigue, crashes and vehicular deaths,” the Pelosi
letter stated. “This wrongheaded amendment denies
truck drivers the voluntary lunch or rest break they are
guaranteed in more than 20 states by law, which in many
cases have been on the books for decades.”
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
issued a Call to Action to its members asking them to
contact their lawmakers and oppose the amendment.
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“We’re concerned Congressman Denham’s amendment
goes far beyond his stated intent,” OOIDA President
Todd Spencer said. “If he is sincerely interested in solely
addressing a patchwork of state meal and rest break laws,
he should consider a more concise amendment. The
amendment being debated now is overly broad and has
no business being considered in an aviation bill.”
If Amendment No. 79 is enacted into law, motor
carriers would only have to pay drivers on a piecework
or per-mile basis. Gone could be any chance at pay for
detention time, safety inspections, paperwork, or any
other work-related tasks that do not involve racking up
miles. It also could gut the ability of states to individually
address these sorts of issues, according to OOIDA.
Denham has attempted to get the amendment enacted
numerous times over recent years, always meeting
with opposition from truck drivers concerned about the
unintended consequences of the overly broad language.
“Congressman Denham continues to push his (Federal
Aviation Administration Authorization Act) amendment
at the behest of the ATA,” Spencer said. “They’ve had
every opportunity to narrow the scope of the language,
and they’ve simply refused to do so. The amendment
being considered now is overly broad, and we’re
concerned it goes well beyond addressing state meal and
rest break laws.”
OOIDA’s Call to Action asks truck drivers to call
the Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121 or visit
FightingForTruckers.com and sending a letter in
opposition to the amendment. ll
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OOIDA speaks out
against twin 33 proposals
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
sent letters to the leaders of the House Appropriations
subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban
Development in opposition of proposals to increase the
size and weight of commercial motor vehicles.
Americans for Modern Transportation,
which is a coalition of groups that include
FedEx, Amazon and UPS, have been strong
proponents of an effort to allow twin 33-foot
trailers to operate on the nation’s highways.
Many groups, including OOIDA, have opposed
the efforts. The Association sent a letter on May 15
to Transportation, Housing and Urban Development
(THUD) subcommittee chairman Mario Diaz-Balart,
R-Fla., and ranking member David Price, D-N.C.
“Increasing the size and weight of commercial motor
vehicles would reduce margins of safety and adversely
impact small trucking businesses, which constitute a
large and critical segment of the American trucking
industry,” OOIDA President Todd Spencer wrote.
“As you draft the fiscal year 2019 Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Act,
we encourage you to reject any provisions that would
increase the maximum size and weight of commercial
motor vehicles, including dangerous and preferential
proposals to increase the length of double tractortrailers to 33 feet.”
In addition to decreasing safety, OOIDA said
allowing the twin 33 combination trailers would benefit
only a few large corporate motor carriers while having
a negative impact on the rest of the trucking industry.
“Including language to permit the use of twin 33s
in the FY19 THUD bill would also open the door
for numerous other efforts to increase commercial
motor vehicle size and weight, all of which are
disproportionately harmful to small trucking
businesses,” Spencer wrote. “Rather than addressing an
issue that favors only a select few by what is effectively
a corporate earmark, Congress should instead focus on
policies that improve conditions for trucking operations
of all sizes.”
OOIDA cited an increase crash rates when the gross
vehicle weight of commercial trucks is increased.
“The U.S. Department of Transportation’s 2015
Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight Limits
Study revealed crash involvement rates for vehicles
configured with a sixth axle to carry 91,000 pounds
were consistently higher than the rate for five-axle
control trucks,” OOIDA wrote. ll
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‘We speak
The OOIDA Board of
Directors’ spring meeting
focused on driving home
the driver’s perspective on
pressing issues in trucking.
By Jami Jones, managing editor
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dvocacy and activism were the principles
that drove the conversation and agenda
at the spring meeting of the OwnerOperator Independent Drivers Association Board
of Directors in late April.
“Back when the Association was started, there
were a lot of names tossed around, and most of
them were really, really long,” OOIDA President
Todd Spencer said in his opening remarks.
“Eventually OOIDA stuck. It has meaning, and
it’s an association for all drivers. You are all part
of it.”
Spencer kicked off the meeting and his
presidency of OOIDA with a message that
the Association is for all truck drivers. The
Association represents all truckers – not just
owner-operators. He stressed the need for
everyone to work together.
The current state of trucking is one that reflects
a lengthy process that took years to evolve,
he explained. Electronic logs didn’t happen
overnight. The hours-of-service regulations didn’t
happen overnight.
“None of these things happen overnight,”
Spencer said. “It happens over years. The other
side never takes a day off or a year off. What we
need are more informed members stepping up.
“For small guys to get recognition, it takes
involvement. It’s a big challenge for some, but
everyone here is up to the task. When it comes
to the issues involving truck drivers, they have to
hear from truck drivers.
“And, we speak trucker.”
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truckerÕ
A new president

Todd Spencer is sworn in as the fourth president of OOIDA. Giving him the director’s
pledge is OOIDA Secretary Bob Esler, chairman of the nominations and elections
committee.

Bryan Spoon, North Carolina

Lou Esposito, New York

Todd Spencer is officially the fourth president of
OOIDA after a unanimous vote electing him to
the position at the spring meeting of the board of
directors on April 26.
Spencer began his trucking career in 1974. He
was elected to the OOIDA board in 1978 and
was elected executive vice president in 1992. He
served in that role for 26 years. Spencer has served
as acting president and CEO since the death of
longtime president Jim Johnston in January.
Spencer was the only candidate nominated for the
post. He received a standing ovation from the board
after the vote.
“I am humbled. I never aspired for this day,”
Spencer said following the vote. “I take this
position very seriously.”
When Johnston died, there were two years left on
his term. The Nominations and Elections Committee
met ahead of the spring board meeting and voted to
recommend to suspend the stipulation that the next
president serve the remainder of Johnston’s term.
The board, through 100 percent consensus, agreed
to waive that requirement and elect Spencer to a full
five-year term.

new executive v.P.,
other changes
Spencer’s election to the role of president left his
executive vice president seat vacant. The board
unanimously elected longtime board member Lewie
Pugh to that post.
Woody Chambers announced his retirement
from the board ahead of the meeting, leaving his
executive board position of general vice president
also to be filled. Terry Button was nominated and
elected to the post, again, with unanimous support
from the board.
Robert Esler was re-elected to another five-year
term as secretary of the Association. Leo Wilkins
continues to serve as treasurer.

Treasurer Leo Wilkins
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Jay Grimes, manager of federal affairs,
D.C. office

Continued on Page 42
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Todd Spencer, newly elected president of OOIDA, swears in Lewie Pugh as new executive vice president; Terry Button as new general vice president;
Robert Esler, serving another five-year term as secretary; Sylvia Dodson as new alternate employee director; and Brad Hennon as new employee director.

From Page 41

Shaping public
policy in the courts
OOIDA’s advocacy efforts fall into
three distinct categories – litigation,
legislation and regulation.
“There’s a lot of good stuff going
on. Our litigation efforts are really
ramping up and taking on challenges
that will shape transportation policy,”
Spencer told the board during his
introduction of Paul Cullen Sr. of The

Cullen Law Firm, OOIDA’s litigation
counsel.
Cullen launched in to a report on
the Association’s efforts highlighting
the lawsuit filed against the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission.
In short, the lawsuit challenges how
excess funds are being spent on
expenses unrelated to highway
maintenance and improvement.
Truckers make up about 14 percent
of the vehicles using the turnpike but
account for more than half the tolls
paid, Cullen said.
Interest in this lawsuit goes well
beyond the direct effect on
Pennsylvania Turnpike users. With
the current state of the infrastructure
and debate over funding, tolls are a
concern for all truckers.
President Donald Trump’s
infrastructure proposal is $1.5 trillion,
with $250 billion in direct federal
Continued on Page 44
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President Todd Spencer

Photos by Nikohle Barnes

Two additional board positions
were sworn in, both involving
employee representation on the board.
Brad Hennon was sworn in as the
employee director following the
retirement of employee director Sandi
Soendker, and Sylvia Dodson was
sworn in as the alternate employee
director.

Executive Vice President Lewie Pugh
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Electronic logging mandate

Paul Cullen Sr. of The Cullen Law Firm, D.C.

OOIDA is awaiting word on the exemption request from the
mandate. The Association requested FMCSA to exempt smallbusiness motor carriers who have no at-fault crashes and no
unsatisfactory safety rating. The docket received more than
4,000 comments, and a letter of congressional support was filed
in support of the exemption.

Hours of service
OOIDA is pushing for reform of the current rules to allow the
14-hour clock to be paused voluntarily by drivers for up to three
hours and to eliminate the mandatory 30-minute rest break. The
Association has filed a petition for rulemaking with FMCSA, and
Rep. Brian Babin, R-Texas, is supporting the efforts with a bill
seeking the same thing.

Mark Elrod, Indiana

Driver compensation
The most recent incarnation of the so-called Denham
amendment that seeks to prohibit states from mandating meal
and rest break pay is also drawing opposition from OOIDA. The
language, according to OOIDA President Todd Spencer, is overly
broad and certainly threatens the ability of drivers to negotiate
detention pay, for example.

Under 21 drivers

Collin Long, director of legislative affairs, D.C. office

OOIDA is opposed to legislation that proposes to allow drivers
ages of 18-21 to get interstate CDLs. Spencer drew from the
Association’s experience in insuring truck drivers when he said,
“If safety and crashes are a consideration, you don’t take the
age down, you take it up.”

Glider kits
The Association is continuing to support the removal of glider
kits from regulation under the Greenhouse Gas Rule Phase
2. The comment period has closed, and the Environmental
Protection Agency has not yet announced its final decision.

Underride legislation

Gary Carr, Maine, and Steve Davenport, Texas
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OOIDA remains opposed to any regulation that mandates front
and side underride guards because the proposals lack valid
research supporting the need and could actually cause safety
and logistical issues for truck drivers. LL
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From Page 42

funding. The rest of the funding would be up to
state and local governments. That structure,
according to OOIDA’s Government Affairs team,
opens the door for private investment.
“If the Turnpike Commission and
PennDOT get away with it, it would have
huge implications on interstate commerce,”
Cullen said. “They are running with the big
dogs now. It is enormously important on
the regulation of interstate commerce.”
Cullen also reported on a number of legal
actions the Association is preparing to file.
However, the law firm is not prepared to
publicly disclose the nature of the suits or
strategy at this stage in the process.

Tilden Curl, Washington

Hamlin “Trot” Raney III,
North Carolina

Turning advocacy
into action

General Vice President Terry Button

David Jungeblut, Missouri

Miles Verhoef, Montana

Chuck Paar, Pennsylvania

Photos by Nikohle Barnes

OOIDA has found a strong ally in Rep. Brian
Babin, R-Texas, on both the electronic logging
mandate and hours of service fronts.
Both OOIDA and Babin have given
credit to OOIDA senior member Danny
Schnautz for building a relationship with
Babin, his lawmaker, and enlightening
him on the issues facing truck drivers.
The HOS bill, HR5417 the Responsible and
Effective Standards for Truckers (REST) Act, has
15 co-sponsors, and Babin is trying to get a hearing
on the bill.
“We picked a proposal based off member
feedback that provides flexibility but is politically
viable,” OOIDA Senior Director of Legislative
Affairs Collin Long said. “While not perfect or
ideal, it’s a step in the right direction.”
“We see this as a companion effort to the splitsleeper provision that we used to have. There is a
pilot program in the works. It has taken too long
to get off the ground, but we believe our members
would prefer the split-sleeper berth provision,”
Spencer added.
“The 10-hour break is going to be too long for
most of our members, but as soon as you talk about
reducing that, you’re going to bring out all of the
objection that will kill or slow the process.”
Long said the proposal has been met favorably
on Capitol Hill.

Monte Wiederhold, Ohio
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Mike Matousek, OOIDA director of
government affairs

Gary Green, Kansas

Dick Pingel, Wisconsin

Doug Smith, Utah

“The general reaction we are getting from
lawmakers after we walk them through it is, ‘Ah.
This makes sense,’” Long said.
While the HOS bill can be attributed back to
one member’s grassroots efforts, it wasn’t the
only such example discussed by members of the
OOIDA board.
The hearing before the House Small Business
Committee earlier this year was also the direct
result of the efforts of OOIDA Board Member
Monte Wiederhold.
“This is the only hearing on the subject of
ELDs in the House and the first since 2007,”
Spencer said. “And it’s all because Monte picked
up the phone and built a relationship with his
lawmaker, Steve Chabot out of Ohio.”
Long circled back to the REST Act and
underscored how effective these efforts can be
not only for that bill but for other trucking issues
important to drivers.
“It’s the domino effect. If you reach out to your
member of Congress, you build a relationship.
You build a relationship, you get a hearing. You
get a hearing, you get more supporters on your
issues,” Long said. LL

The Director’s Pledge
I pledge to do my best for the Association that has elected
me to serve in a position of honor and trust.

I will...
Above all things be honest and diligent.
Place the interests of the Association above my own
personal interests.
Give careful attention to the affairs of the Association.
Give the necessary time to board meetings and other
deliberations.
Study the business and problems of the independent
trucker and the broader considerations that affect his
welfare.
Strive for continued and increased efficiency in the
Association.
Be prompt and attentive at all meetings of the directors so
that there is no loss of valuable time.
Do independent and careful thinking, express my honest
opinion, and not be a rubber stamp.
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Be open-minded and a team worker and realize that the
individual views of board members cannot always
prevail.
Remember that the majority rules, and that the minority
must fall in line.
Present the views of the board of directors to fellow
members rather than my own whenever I speak for the
Association.
Represent the Association in its entirety and not just the
members from my community.
Welcome new ideas as a means of keeping life in the
Association and the service of the members at a high
level.
Do everything possible to inform members of established
policies and programs of the Association.
Be a good listener to the reactions of the members as a
means of better shaping the policies of the Association.
Curb emotion and apply reason and common sense to all
problems. LL
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SHOOTINÕ THE BREEZE

Rock ‘n’ roll lottery
Longtime truck driver turns in keys
for gig as lead singer of Kansas

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

D

riving for StandFast
Packaging out of Carol
Stream, Ill., in 2014, Ronnie
Platt checked his email while being
unloaded at one of his stops. It was
a message from Phil Ehart, the
drummer for the rock band Kansas,
telling the then 52-year-old Platt
that the group wanted him to be
their lead singer.
In an instant, Platt’s life changed.
After working as a truck driver for
more than 25 years and singing
in various cover bands, Platt was
hand-picked to replace the retired
Steve Walsh and become the voice
of one of the most successful rock
bands of the 1970s and 1980s.
“It was just wild,” Platt said. “Of
course, all the guys at StandFast
were great. I think they were just
as excited as I was.
“I’ve really won the rock ’n’ roll
lottery.”
Of course, it wasn’t as simple
as winning an actual lottery.
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Platt spent decades working as a
truck driver to pay the bills while
performing as a musician on the
side for such bands as Shooting
Star and ARRA.
While performing for these
bands, he began to appear on the
radar of bands like Kansas.
“I never had a conscious
ambition that I would be the lead
singer of Kansas or that I would be
the lead singer of this band or that
band,” Platt said. “I just went day
to day enjoying my job driving,
and when I got off work I went
to my next passion, which was
music. I’ve really lived a double
life. I really have, because I’ve
been a musician my entire life.
I’ve been really lucky that I’ve
been so successful in my music
career and my driving career.”
Platt began his truck driving
career in 1987, driving a 22-foot
straight truck for D&G Trucking
in Chicago. He worked for D&G
about seven years and, after a year
hiatus, he started driving a tractor-

Ronnie Platt performs during a Kansas concert
in March. Platt, a longtime truck driver, became
the lead singer of Kansas after Steve Walsh
retired in 2014. (Photo by David Carstens)

trailer around the Midwest.
For the next 19 years or so,
Platt worked for various trucking
companies and traveled mostly
in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and
Wisconsin. He hauled corrugated
materials for StandFast for about
10 years until he received the
email from Ehart.
Platt said he loved being a truck
driver.
“Being outside and being
somewhere new all of the time”
is one of his favorite things about
being a trucker, Platt said. “It
really gave me an interesting
perspective. I’d be on the South
Side of Chicago one hour and
then two hours later I’d be out in
suburbs or driving by a corn field.
I really got the full spectrum of
driving. Just being outside and
going to new places and meeting
JUNE 2018

new people. It really was great. I
really can’t say anything bad about
my driving career. I had a good
time doing it. Back in the day, it
was lucrative.”
In 2014, however, Walsh retired,
and Kansas had Platt fly out to
Atlanta to meet the band. A day
later, Ehart emailed him to tell him
the job was his. And even though
he loved being a trucker, it certainly
was an offer he couldn’t refuse.
While Platt still maintains his
CDL, he hasn’t driven a truck for
about four years.
But who can blame him? Platt
has been busy touring with Kansas
and singing such famous tunes as
“Carry On Wayward Son,” “Dust
in the Wind,” “Point of Know
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I really can’t say anything bad about my driving career.
I had a good time doing it.
– Ronnie Platt, former truck driver and current lead singer of Kansas

Return,” and “Hold On.”
In 2016, Kansas released the
album, “The Prelude Implicit.”
Platt and Kansas will spend most
of this summer playing concerts all
over the United States.
“I’ve lived a double life, so I
think that puts me at about 110
years old right now,” Platt said.
And he is living evidence that
dreams can come true.
“Keep doing what you love to
do,” he said. “Good lord, I got this
job with Kansas when I was 52

years old. … That’s what I’m going
to tell anyone who asks me, you
just have to keep at it. My ambition
was always to try and get better. I
wasn’t so focused on the end of the
trip. I was just focused on trying to
get better.”
That focus resulted in becoming
the front man for a legendary rock
band.
“I still have that first show
excitement with every show,” he
said. “The nervousness is gone, but
the excitement is the same.” LL
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How an Oregon trucker got lost
and what we can learn from it
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

An innocent mistake placed a truck driver’s life in danger.
Hauling a load of potato chips from Portland, Ore., to
Nyssa, Ore., on April 24, Jacob Cartwright, a 22-year-old
truck driver for Little Trees Transportation, entered the
wrong address in his GPS. He eventually became stranded
and then walked through the Oregon wilderness until he
reached safety almost four days later.
Cartwright, who was recovering in the hospital a couple
days after the incident, made it through the experience
relatively unscathed and, in the process, learned a lesson
he’ll never forget.
According to Little Trees Transportation owner Roy
Henry, Cartwright entered the wrong address in his GPS
navigation system when he left Portland for Nyssa, which
Jacob Cartwright, a 22-year-old truck driver, was lost for four days after
is about 400 miles away on the Idaho border.
getting his truck stuck on a remote road in Oregon. Cartwright reached
“That put him on 395 South,” Henry told
safety with minor injuries. (Photo courtesy of Oregon State Police)
Land Line Now. “After
about 50 miles, he realized
what he had done and
58303 Grande
corrected his mistake but
Ronde Riv Road
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Truck and trailer
find a place to turn around
where located here
and made a decision to go
up a gravel road. He drove
Unnamed Road
up that gravel road for 9
miles, found snow, spun out
of control and got stuck.”
Temperatures were reportedly falling into the 30s at night.
Without phone service available, Cartwright left his
On April 28, Cartwright nearly reached his hometown of
truck shortly after midnight on April 25 and started
La Grande, Ore., when a motorist drove him to his home.
walking toward the direction he had come. Cartwright
His wife then took him to the hospital.
started this nearly 40-mile hike through snow-covered
Although he injured his foot, the result could have been
hills in cowboy boots and without any food or water.
much worse.
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Henry said Cartwright told him that he never even
considered busting into the load of potato chips to get
something to eat.
“He said ‘Oh no. That’s the load. I’m not touching the
load. That would have been stealing.’ I applaud his honor and
integrity,” Henry said.
While some on social media have echoed Henry’s thoughts
about Cartwright’s integrity, others have used this event as an
opportunity to criticize the young driver for his mistake.
Henry was quick to defend Cartwright and said he will
return to Little Trees Transportation when he’s healthy
enough to do so.
“He’s only lived in this area six months. Out of that
six months, he was on the road almost all the time.
He’s never had any time to explore those hills. It was
in the middle of the night, pitch black out there. Yeah,
he made bad decisions, but they are decisions that any
other driver could have made. For those people who say
‘I would have never done that,’ you don’t know what he
was experiencing. You don’t know what was going on
in the truck, and you can’t make that judgment call.”
There are plenty of lessons to be learned.
• GPS isn’t perfect.
• An old-school map can come in handy.
• Leaving the safety of the truck to take a trek
through an unfamiliar path in the middle
of the night isn’t the best idea.
• Truck drivers need to be trained about what they
should do in case they become stranded.

But there is no need to take shots at the young driver. He
made a mistake. He admitted it, and being professional means
so much to him that he was willing to go hungry rather than
take a single bag of chips from the load.
“He’s a young man,” Henry said. “I remember what it was
like to be a young driver struggling to find a job and be able
to get the experience to become old and wise like I am. I’ve
been driving 17 years. I know a lot of things that he hasn’t
learned yet. We’ll use this as a learning experience, not just
for him but for me as well.
“There are things I learned from this experience that I
will use to change my business. We’re going to be creating
survival packs and putting them in the trucks. We’re going
to be talking to drivers, telling them that if something like
this happens to them to not leave the truck. Stay with the
truck. Someone will find you. He could have very easily got
hypothermia and died out there.”
Henry said he believes Cartwright still has a bright future as
a truck driver.
“He’s owned up to his mistake, and those are teachable
moments. I see the potential in him to be an outstanding
truck driver and a professional, not just a steering wheel
holder. You have a bunch of guys who are just steering wheel
holders. He’s going to be a driver.” LL
JUNE 2018

LAND LINE 49

ExCLuSIvE

NASCAR’s King shows his
appreciation for truck drivers
Richard Petty meets
fans at Mid-America
Trucking Show.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – The admiration
was evident. Hundreds of truck
drivers waited in long lines to get
an autograph, take a photo, and
chat for a moment with auto racing
legend Richard Petty during the MidAmerica Trucking Show in March.
However, what many of the
truckers who were waiting in line to
see the King might not have realized
is that the admiration is reciprocated.
Petty took time out during
the truck show to talk to Land
Line about his appreciation
for what truck drivers do for
the nation. Petty’s companies,
Richard Petty Motorsports and
Petty’s Garage, possess three
Mack trucks to haul race cars
and hot rods to various events.

NASCAR legend Richard Petty chats with a member of the media in March during the Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky. (Photo by Mark Schremmer)

the United States.
Petty said he enjoys the one-onone interaction with truckers and that
truck drivers and race car drivers are
more alike than many people might
realize.
“If it weren’t for trucks,
“The average truck driver who
owns
their own truck, they started
we wouldn’t have nothing.
out like we did with racing,” he said.
… I don’t think the general
“We started in the backyard. We had
public really understands
a car and converted it into a race
what the trucking industry car. These guys who have one truck
now or 15 or 20, they all started
creates.”
working on the truck, and then they
– Richard Petty, NASCAR Hall of Famer
got a truck and got in the trucking
business. They’re our kind of people.
“If it weren’t for trucks, we
They’re middle class, hard-working
wouldn’t have nothing,” said Petty,
people that we really appreciate.”
who hosted a meet-and-greet with
A NASCAR Hall of Famer, the
fans at the Mack Trucks booth inside
now
80-year-old Petty began to make
MATS. “Everything we have …
his name as a race car driver back in
everything in our house, it goes by
the 1950s.
truck. I don’t think the general public
The son of three-time NASCAR
really understands what the trucking
champion Lee Petty, he was named
industry creates.”
the Grand National Series Rookie of
Wearing his signature cowboy hat
the Year in 1959.
and sunglasses, Petty stood next to
In 1964, Petty captured his first
his iconic STP No. 43 race car as he
of seven NASCAR championships
met with truck drivers from across
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and his first of seven Daytona
500 victories. Maintaining his
dominance, Petty also won the
Daytona 500 in 1966, 1971, 1973,
1974, 1979 and 1981.
The final victory of his career
came at the Firecracker 400 in 1984,
and his final race was the Hooters
500 in 1992.
Petty remains the most decorated
driver in the history of NASCAR,
finishing his illustrious career with
a record 200 victories out of 1,184
races. He finished in the top 10 in
712 of those races.
These days, Petty spends much of
his time overseeing the operations of
Richard Petty Motorsports.
But after all that Petty has
accomplished, the achievement
that he’s most proud of is probably
different from what you’d think.
“Just being alive,” Petty said with
a chuckle. “Being able to go through
35 years of driving a race car, having
accidents and still being up and
around and being involved in racing.
That’s my big accomplishment.” LL
JUNE 2018

OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May 2021!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May 2021.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
JUNE 2018
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CATERPILLAR SETTLEMEnT

Truckers say defective engines
created ‘a hell of a nightmare’
An administrative error in a Caterpillar engine
settlement left class members with a smaller
individual share than they originally expected.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

housands of drivers who bought
a truck with a defective
Caterpillar C13 or C15 engine
received a smaller portion of the
$60 million settlement after a major
error in a class action lawsuit
settlement calculation. In the
aftermath, some truckers shared their
stories about how the defect went
beyond repair costs.
Epiq Class Actions &
Claims Solutions, the
court-appointed
settlement
administrator,
made
significant
errors in its
calculations,
according to
court documents.
In June 2014,
a class action
lawsuit was filed
against Caterpillar for
installing defective C13 and
C15 engines in trucks and buses. An
anti-pollution system was blamed in
the lawsuit for causing the engines to
lose horsepower or to shut down.
With the first case filed in 2012
before being consolidated into a class
action suit in 2014, the legal battle
continued for approximately four
years. In June 2017, a settlement of
$60 million was reached.
Of that $60 million, attorneys took
$20 million for attorney fees and
expenses, leaving $40 million for a
general fund to be distributed to the
class members. According to court
documents, class members would
receive $500 to $10,000 per affected
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engine. An option for reimbursement
for up to $15,000 for consequential
losses also was available.
More than 35,000 engines were
known to be part of the settlement.
When the settlement terms were
submitted to the court in August 2016,
approximately 1,368 engine claims
had been filed. More were expected
because the claims deadline ran until
March 20, 2017.
According to a letter submitted to
the court on April 17 from Epiq Vice
President Michael O’Connor, more
than 3,000 claimants filed more than
4,000 total claims covering 16,811
engines. Payments were approved
for 2,083 claimants covering 11,685
engines.

Settlement woes
On March 30, Epiq issued payments
to those 2,083 claimants. Checks were
attached with a note informing class
members that due to approved claims
exceeding available funds, payment
amounts were reduced to 45.8 percent
of the claimed amounts.
Less than a week later, Class Action
Capital, a third-party filer that filed
claims on behalf of 27 entities, told
Epiq the payments were inaccurate
and too low, prompting an internal
review. Epiq concluded it likely had
committed an error when Class Action
Capital’s claims were reviewed.

According to the explanation
submitted to the court, an error
had occurred when reviewing
online submissions.
“For CAC’s claims, it listed one or
more engines in the fields provided,”
the letter explains. “It then uploaded
a spreadsheet of additional engines
that it wished to include as part of its
claims via the supporting documents
portal (the ‘spreadsheet engines’).
There were no cover letters for the
spreadsheets indicating that this was
CAC’s intent.”
Consequently, Epiq analysts
overlooked the “spreadsheet engines”
as part of its claim. For example,
one claim included one engine listed
on the claim form and 99 additional
engines listed on a spreadsheet
uploaded to “supporting documents.”
Epiq only approved one engine for
payment, not knowing the other 99
engines were part of the claim.
Class Action Capital filed 28
claims in this manner, according
to O’Connor. Epiq suspected other
claimants not part of Class Action
Capital may have filed in a similar
way. In total, 173 claims were filed
using this method.
After doing the math, Epiq
determined that Class Action Capital
clients could have been underpaid by
more than $1 million. Epiq decided to
stop payment on all checks sent out
JUNE 2018
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“People were hurt. People were destroyed.”
– Bess Bolton, wife of OOIDA life member Leroy Bolton
on March 30 to correct the error.
For those who already cashed their
checks, Epiq will ask those claimants
to return any portion that exceeds the
amount they will ultimately be entitled
to in the final calculation.
Epiq is now conducting a “Round
2 Claims,” which it expects to be
completed sometime in June. The
second round of claims will include
recalculation of the amounts due to
successful claimants. As of press time,
Epiq said it didn’t know the difference
between the initial award calculations
and the corrected calculations.

Driven out of
the industry
OOIDA life member Dave Marson,
61, has been deeply involved with the
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trucking industry.
Marson bought his truck with
the defective Caterpillar engine in
February 2008. Marson told Land Line
that problems were continuous almost
from the beginning.
According to the suit, the antipollution system called Caterpillar
Regeneration System failed under
normal conditions. Engines lost
horsepower or completely shut down.
Not even the experts at the
shop could stop the problem from
reoccurring, which was acknowledged
in the lawsuit. Marson said each visit
to the shop cost him between $2,000
and $3,000.
In total, Marson estimates that repair
costs due to the faulty engine cost him
at least $30,000. That only accounts

for direct losses from the defective
Caterpillar engine.
However, Marson said he lost much
more when accounting for downtime.
“I called it my million-dollar truck,”
Marson joked.
But the check Marson received on
March 30 was for less than $7,000.
To make matters worse, he said a
stop payment on the check was issued
because of the administrative error.
Marson is likely to receive less when
the final check comes in the mail.
Marson estimates he lost tens of
thousands of dollars as a result of the
faulty Caterpillar engine.
Even though Marson had a contract
running the mines and ice roads of
Canada, the mounting costs of the
Continued on Page 71
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Citizen Driver awarDs

An act
of giving
TA & Petro honors
five truckers as
2018 Citizen Drivers.
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

WALCOTT, Iowa – After five years
and more than 30 honorees, it’s
a given that TA & Petro Citizen
Drivers are the kinds of people who
donate their time, money, energy and
experience to improving the lives of
those around them. But 2018 Citizen
Driver honoree Carol Wolder-Nixon
gave a piece of herself – literally – to
save the life of the husband of fellow
truck driver Deb Pollard.
Wolder-Nixon, of Buffalo, Mo.,
donated a kidney in 2016 to Pollard’s
husband, Craig, who was suffering
from kidney failure and depended
on dialysis to stay alive. A chance
encounter between Wolder-Nixon
and Pollard, who both drive truck for
Wal-Mart, set off a chain of events
that changed both their lives forever.
“Is she my hero? Yes, she is!”
Pollard said, following the ceremony
in which Wolder-Nixon and four
other truckers were honored for their
examples of leadership, service and
professionalism as ambassadors of
the trucking community. “He’s off
dialysis. He’s healthy. … He always
tells Carol ‘this kidney is better in me
than it was in you!”
The two women met at a work
event in 2015, where they became
roommates. The friendship they
forged there led to her being in a
position to give a little piece of
herself to help save Craig’s life. The
transplant occurred at the University
of Alabama Birmingham’s hospital in
November 2016.
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2018 Citizen Driver honoree Carol Wolder-Nixon, embraces her friend and fellow Wal-Mart private
fleet driver Deb Pollard. Wolder-Nixon donated one of her kidneys to Pollard’s husband, Craig, in
2016. (Photo Courtesy of Wal-Mart)

The 2018 Citizen Driver Award honorees (from left): Roland Bolduc, East Longmeadow, Mass.; Ingrid
Brown, Mountain City, Tenn.; Carol Nixon, Buffalo, Mo.; and OOIDA members Danny and Cindy
George, Henderson, Colo. (Photo by Greg Grisolano)

“It’s just a kidney,” Wolder-Nixon
said. “Some people would say ‘how
can you do that?’ and my answer
is how can you not? If somebody
in your family needed one and you
weren’t a match, you would want
somebody to give.
“All I could think about was
they’ve been married over 30 years. I
wanted them to have that many more
years together,” she said.
Three of the five 2018 Citizen
Driver honorees are women. For
Ingrid Brown, being named a Citizen
Driver is the culmination of years of
hard work on the road.

An OOIDA member from Mountain
Stone, Tenn., Brown was one of five
truckers to receive the prestigious
honor from TravelCenters of America.
“It’s wonderful to be able to see
the accomplishments of everyone
around me,” she said. “Because
it actually makes me realize that
maybe I’m doing something
right. Maybe, just maybe I’ve
gotten where I am because I’ve
done what they’ve done.”
About 100 people attended
a ceremony to announce the
2018 Citizen Driver honorees
on May 8 at the Iowa 80
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Trucking Museum in Walcott.
Barry Richards, president of
TravelCenters of America, which
operates TA & Petro Stopping
Centers, said the impact of trucking
on the average American is “largely
unknown and underappreciated.”
The purpose of the Citizen Driver
awards is to change that.
“Our wish is to show the public
that truck driving is a profession to be
respected as an essential service that
attracts people of character and integrity,”
Richards said.
The program launched in 2014 to honor
hard-working professional truckers. The
award places a premium on being positive
role models within their communities.
Now in its fifth year, the Citizen Driver
program seeks to exemplify the good
in the trucking industry by honoring
drivers with exemplary records of safety,
leadership and public service.
Honorees get the TA or Petro of their
choice renamed in their honor, complete
with a full unveiling ceremony and
celebration for their families and friends. A
plaque recounting their stories and service
is displayed in each facility.
The 2018 Citizen Driver roster also
included these honorees:
• Roland Bolduc, East Longmeadow,
Mass., and
• OOIDA members Danny and Cindy
George, Henderson, Colo.
Brown has chosen the Petro in
Oklahoma City to be renamed in her
honor. Bolduc has selected the TA in
Branford, Conn. The Georges have chosen
the TA in Wheat Ridge, Colo., and WolderNixon will have the TA in North Bend,
Wash., named in her honor.
The winners were selected from
a field of 17 finalists. Nearly 70
drivers from the U.S. and Canada
were nominated this past year.
Todd Spencer, president of OOIDA, was
one of the seven judges.
The five-member class of 2018 Citizen
Driver honorees brings the total number of
winners to 31. Nominations for the 2019
Citizen Driver awards are expected to
begin in June. LL
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Your card.
Your savings.
Your OOIDA membership card
gives you more than 90 discounts,
rebates and more.
NEW
DISCOUNT

NEW
DISCOUNT
– A ClearMotion Product
ClearMotion, Inc. offers OOIDA members a $750
discount on the Bose Ride fully-active seat suspension
system. The system replaces a traditional truck seat
and delivers improved ride quality and reduced driver
fatigue and pain. Limited supply, order now.

NEW
DISCOUNT
Cobra Electronics offers OOIDA members 25% off
CBs, portable power and dash cams. Cobra has
been developing electronic products for professional
drivers for over 50 years.

$

35

TheBigRigMattress.com offers OOIDA members a
$35 discount on high-quality truck mattresses. The
mattresses feature individually pocketed springs,
ensuring comfort and durability on the road.

Xantrex offers OOIDA members a 15% discount
on Xantrex products and a discounted rate on
installation services. Xantrex is a supplier of power
inverters, inverter chargers, battery chargers, power
accessories and backup power for the trucking industry.

The Truckers
Advantage
fuel card offers
OOIDA members
everyday
fuel rebates,
including a
10-cent-per-gallon discount from Pilot Flying J.

$$$

$

300

RigMaster Power offers
OOIDA members a
$300 rebate on all APU
models. RigMaster APUs provide
reduced fuel and operating
costs, 110V house-current,
60-amp or 170-amp DC alternator to charge truck
batteries, and climate controls in the cab.

$$$
My Miles Matter by Shell Rotella offers OOIDA members
2,500 Bonus Reward Miles with the purchase
of qualifying Shell Rotella products. Miles can be
redeemed with an OOIDA membership card through
the Reward Catalog.
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Not a member yet?
Call us! 816-229-5791
or visit www.ooida.com
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Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Parts & Equipment
4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
Centramatic
ClearMotion
CSTK (Thermo King)
Dipetane
Donvel
Dura-Lite
Flitz International
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
RigMaster
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog
Verduyn Tarps
Xantrex
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

Services
Clean Slate Tax
DakotaPost
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
Interstate Sleep Apnea
Solutions
MyMilesMatter
National Truck Protection
Open Road Drivers Plan
Phoenix Sleep Solutions
PrePass
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers
Tax Defense Network
Taxation Solutions
Team CME
Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions
Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Truckerdox
Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere

Michelin
Octagon
Purcell Tire & Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental
Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Truck & Trailer
American Trailer & Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
International Used
Truck Centers
Kenworth
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks
Western Star

Corporate Supporters

SILVER LEVEL

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Cobra Electronics
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot & OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

OOIDA
GOLD LEVEL

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the Membership
Department at 816-229-5791 for details on discounts.

Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
Mission Financial
Services

Tires
Bauer Built
Goodyear

Compliance check-up

SAFE DRIVING

Trucking is notorious for the paperwork required not only of
truckers but of motor carriers. The alphabet soup of permits
alone can make your head spin.
OOIDA’s Permits and Licensing Department is here to help.
The team members work to educate members about authority
and permits. On the authority front they can assist members
who need to apply for or change authority. Beyond that they
can also assist with reinstatements, name and address changes,
biennial updates, and your BOC-3.
As if that’s not enough, on the permit side of things they
can assist OOIDA members with Unified Carrier Registration,
weight-distance permits, intrastate permits, International
Registration Plan, IFTA, 2290 – you name it they can help.
While all of the filing services are priced depending on what’s
needed and the scope of the motor carrier operation, compliance
is the main focus.
“The most important service we provide is helping our
members make sure they have everything they need,”
said Crystal Minardi, permits and licensing department
supervisor. “That’s why we encourage them to call in
and go over everything as part of their membership
and make sure that they are in compliance.” LL

MEMBER

JUNE 2018
2018
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Award Recipients

YEARS

Bryan Fourt ................... 1
Joshua Salacinski ........ 1
Tim Wheeler.................. 8
Samuel G. Robbins .... 10
Lloyd Blackman Sr. .... 15
Alexander Pinckney ... 15
Gabriel Michael .......... 18
George W. Pierce Jr. .. 26
Julio Andrades ........... 32
Dale Hadland .............. 32

SUPPORTERS

Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits
American Truck
Historical Society

Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC

OOIDA

Fuel
Truckers Advantage

4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors

Stanley Hamby ........... 32
Roger D. Larkins ........ 39
Dan Wallwork.............. 46
Daryl Yearout .............. 72
SPONSORED BY
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Meet
George Jetson . . .

By John Bendel,
contributing editor-at-large

elf-driving trucks? They may
be on the way, but you won’t
see them soon. Meanwhile,
there are bits of interesting
technology headed our way. Maybe
they’ll keep us entertained until
those self-driving trucks actually
arrive. Here are a few examples.

S

Smart headlights
Most of us have two headlight
settings, normal and high-beam. We
switch between them manually. Is
that guy up ahead flashing? Oops.
Forgot to dim the lights.
Someday soon that will seem
pretty crude. Carmakers like
Mercedes Benz and Audi already
offer sophisticated headlight systems
that do a precise job of light control.
Mercedes calls its system Multibeam
LED. Audi’s is called Laser Matrix.
Their headlights include cameras to
monitor what’s ahead. The headlight
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beams themselves comprise many
individual rays of light. Each ray can
be adjusted according to what the
camera “sees” ahead.
Is it an oncoming car? Smart
headlights dim only those rays that
would reach the oncoming driver.
That person does not see blinding
light, but all the other headlamp
rays continue to light up the scene
to the right and left of the oncoming
car. The same thing happens when
approaching a vehicle ahead of
you in your lane. Just those beams
reaching that car are lowered.
Everything else remains lit as though
with high beams.
A real triumph of technology,
right? Well, researchers at Carnegie
Mellon University’s Robotics
Institute have taken the idea further.
Their smart headlight system
keeps light beams from the eyes
of other drivers, of course. It also
keeps those beams from individual
raindrops and snowflakes.
For real. The system uses a camera

© iStockphoto.com/chombosan

Well, maybe not
just yet, but new
technology coming to
vehicles is moving us
ever closer to what
was once just
wild imagination
in a cartoon.
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Mercedez Benz Multibeam LED headlamps

Audi Laser Matrix
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to track the motion of raindrops
and snowflakes and then applies
a computer algorithm to predict
where those particles will be just
a few milliseconds later. The light
projection system then adjusts to
deactivate light beams that would
otherwise illuminate the particles in
their predicted positions.
“A human eye will not be able to
see that flicker of the headlights,”
said Srinivasa Narasimhan, associate
professor of robotics. “And because
the precipitation particles aren’t
being illuminated, the driver won’t
see the rain or snow either.”
That’s an overstatement. Even
such an advanced system can’t
deal with every rain drop ahead.
Drivers will see some rain, but
the reflection of light from many
falling drops will be reduced.
Continued on Page 60
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have to see it to believe it.
And window-size heads-up
displays are excellent if you have
infrared night vision that alerts
you to people or animals ahead.
Instead of seeing those objects on a
dashboard screen, you will see them
more or less where they are in your
actual line of sight ahead.

Driver override

Meet George Jetson . . .
From Page 59

Visibility will be increased.
You can understand how it can
improve vision if you’ve ever been
in a driving snowstorm when you
had to use your low beams because
high beams simply illuminated the
falling snow making it hard to see
anything else.
The Mercedes and Audi lights
will make their way into the
mainstream in a few years. The
Carnegie Mellon system first
announced six years ago is a long
way from practical use in cars or
trucks.

Active window
displays
They call it HUD for “heads-up
display.” It evolved from fighter jets
in which information is projected
onto the windshield where the pilot
can see it without taking his eyes
away from what’s ahead.
Various heads-up displays are on
the market now, but for the most
part they don’t show you much more
60 LAND LINE

than you can see with the quickest
glance at your dashboard – your
speed, RPMs, and maybe your next
turn on a navigation map. For the
most part, they’re small. Some are
simply transparent fold up screens
on the device itself that is placed
right up to the windshield. Others –
though not all – require some kind
of film on the windshield glass.
What’s coming, though, are
windshields that are built for headsup display, just like those airplanes.
General Motors and others are
working on them now. They will
arrive with the ability to show
among other things very detailed
navigation information. Rather
than just an arrow and a voice
telling you to turn, that turn will be
unmistakably displayed. You won’t
turn too soon or miss the turn.
Turn or lane-choice instructions
will appear as if in 3-D. From the
driver’s perspective you may see
what looks like projections on the
road itself showing exactly where
you should steer. Another exciting
option will display your course
on the road like a beam overhead,
again with a 3-D feeling. You follow
that line as a trolley car follows the
overhead power wire. You almost

Gesture control
We’re already doing it with video
games. Why not in cars or cabs?
What with driver-facing cameras
and those driver-override sensors
watching us behind the wheel, it
stands to reason someone would
come up with gesture control.
Point to your right and the right
blinker comes on. Point the left,
and the left blinker comes on.
Wave in front of the windshield
and the wipers come on.

© chombosan - Fotolia.com

Heads-up display (HUD)

Self-driving vehicles won’t suddenly
appear. They’re evolving now before
our eyes. Think of adaptive cruise
control, lane departure warning
systems, and the automatic braking
already appearing in cars. Automated
steering is just around the corner –
so to speak. Maybe the last stage
of technology before totally selfdriving vehicles is driver override.
Sure, you’re driving, but sensors
and computers are watching ahead
and behind. They’re also watching
you. If they don’t like what you’re
doing, they won’t let you do it. If
they don’t like what you’re not
doing, they’ll do it for you. Driver
override systems would never have
allowed Thelma and Louise to drive
off that cliff, and they would have
to rename those “Fast and Furious”
movies “Reasonable and Moderate.”
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Driver override systems
would never have allowed
Thelma and Louise to drive
off that cliff, and they would
have to rename those
“Fast and Furious” movies
“Reasonable and Moderate.”

BMW 7-series 730d gesture control lets you skip a track, adjust the volume and
accept or decline a phone call.

But be careful. In April, a
67-year-old guy in North Yorkshire,
England, was jailed for flipping off
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a traffic control camera. Hard to say
what that gesture was trying to get
his Range Rover to do. LL

A trucker for 10 years and trucking journalist
for more than 15 years, John Bendel’s biggest
inspiration still comes from
his readers.
For his series in Land Line,
he wants to know what kind
of technology has become
part of your job. Love it, hate
it, how does it work for you?
Email John at John_Bendel@
LandLineMag.com.
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TRUCKING ESSENTIALS

Mobile

mansions

From small upgrades to mega
overhauls, the options for changing
up your sleeper for everything from
comfort to posh living are limitless.

It’s your home
away from home. Maybe it’s your full-time

home. Either way, if you run over the road, your sleeper
is a box filled with
things designed to make
your life easier and
more comfortable.
So what happens
when it is time for
an upgrade?
How big do you
want to go? How much
space is enough? Or too
much? How much will
it weigh? How long will
it take? How long will
it be, and will you still
be able to get in and out
of customers facilities?
And what will it cost?
From coffin sleepers
OOIDA member Tod Job
to mega bunks, you
have a lot of work to do before you take that next step.
Dreaming of an updated sleeper is a great way to spend
time while you’re getting down the road. You can plan it
in your head down to the nth degree.
Pick a sleeper size from 36 inches to 230-plus inches
and decide whether you need a high-rise roof or a flat top.
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What does it cost?
If all you’re looking for is to replace the upright closet
doors, cupboard doors and two-drawer fronts with cherry
wood in your sleeper, that might run you $1,500 installed.
For a 126-inch full conversion sleeper with an auxiliary
power unit, roof-mount air conditioner and all the bells
and whistles, including the sleeper swap, you are looking
at around $80,000 or more. The bigger the job, the higher
the price tag. Just like building a custom home, these
mobile mansions are limited only by your imagination and
JUNE 2018

Photos courtesy of Tod Job

By Suzanne Stempinski, contributing field editor

To minimize downtime, you can have a sleeper built so
it’s ready to attach to your tractor in about 60 days.
The process includes sleeving in a replacement
aluminum panel using the same rivet spaces and
placement as your original. They then put on a brand
new fiberglass roof cap that exactly follows the existing
lines – only on steroids. Finally, you fill the interior with a
bigger bed, custom cabinetry, shower, potty, stove, fridge,
microwave, dinette table, satellite and more.
The exterior can be painted to match your existing cab,
or you can paint your cab and sleeper a new shade that
highlights your new look. Once the build-out is complete,
it takes roughly seven to 10 days to attach the brand
spanking new custom sleeper to your cab.
The original airbags will still be in place. Two
additional airbags will be added at the back to provide
additional support.
If you are looking for the right company to help you
with your bunk plans, whether you’re ripping the guts
out or bolting a new one on, you might enlist the help of
the folks at Indiana Custom Trucks LLC or ARI Legacy
Sleepers. Both companies are based in Shipshewana, Ind.

the depth of your pockets.
From the smallest size, a diminutive 36 inches for Class
6 or 7 regional haulers, to a McMansion of 230 inches or
more, your options range from just a mattress to amenities
found in luxury homes – think granite countertops,
porcelain sink, custom furnishings, lighted and mirrored
ceiling, ceiling fan, laundry facilities and even a fireplace.
And sound systems that’ll make you feel like you’re in a
concert hall.
If weight is a factor and
you want to make better
use of your existing space
by adding more cabinets,
a sink, APU, microwave/
convection oven and a
bigger bed with a real
mattress, you can do that
with little change in the
weight. The biggest single
. factor will be roughly
400 to 500 pounds for the
APU.
Doors and drawers don’t add much weight. The biggest
additional feature might be the 10-12 gallons of water for a
sink, and even that’s only about 100 pounds.
A typical conversion of an existing sleeper is in the
$15,000 to $20,000 range. A high-end custom 230-inch
sleeper can cost as much as $200,000 or more.
While the options are limitless, the average custom
sleeper sales price is around $75,000 to $90,000, and that
includes a generator, rooftop air conditioning system, and a
top-of-the-line bunk heater.

Just like building a
custom home, these
mobile mansions are
limited only by your
imagination and the
depth of your pockets

Continued on Page 84

JUNE 2018

12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499

GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, Next to Pilot Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
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Yesterday’s dream,
today’s reality
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Simple. Bold. Strikingly cool.

Strike a pose!

immediately booked a meeting to take a firsthand look at
it. The ol’ Kenworth had been out of sight for more than 10
years, and no one from the area really knew what became of
the truck. It just so happened to have been in storage for the
duration of those 10 years. In March 2017, Jim was able to
lay eyes on it, hear it, drive it, and he knew for sure he had
to buy it.
This was the one.
The truck? Let me tell you the pictures don’t do her
justice. It is a 1979 Kenworth A Model long hood with
a Cummins 400 Big Cam under the hood, a 13-speed
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This story is of how one man had a dream as a
youngster to own a cool, big truck someday and
how he made that dream come true.
Jim Safranyos of Leechburg, Pa., possessed
a steady passion for big trucks since he was a
young lad by way of trucker stories, interaction
with trucks, and some of his favorite movies
and television shows as he was growing up.
Undoubtedly, these movies and TV shows are some
of the same ones we all sat and watched, wideeyed, over and over again. Ever since Jim first
watched “Convoy,” “White Line Fever,” “Smokey
and the Bandit,” and even “B.J. and the Bear”
episodes, he knew that he would drive his own big
rig one day.
Jim married his wife, Melanie, on Sept. 16, 2000,
and they have two daughters, 15-year-old Madison
and 13-year-old Laci. Jim works for Dominion
Energy, a natural gas company, and he also owns
a fitness center, IPG Fitness, in Leechburg. Over
time, Jim finally came to a point in his life that he
was ready to scratch one thing off the bucket list
and purchase his first truck. Jim had in his mind
exactly what he was looking for, but it was just a
matter of finding a needle in the haystack.
In 2015, Jim started looking for a truck a little
more aggressively. It seemed that every truck
he found needed more work than he cared to
deal with. His neighbor and close friend, Jimmy
“Shyne” Hoey, also was helping him look for
this mystical dream truck to meet Jim’s criteria.
Jimmy’s uncle, Herb Gregg, had owned a
Kenworth at one time but sold it to a gentleman by
the name of Tom around 10 years before Jim found
and purchased it. This W900A was very popular
from back in the day and hauled many a heavy
load of steel and metals regularly.
Through talks on the CB and asking around,
Jimmy Shyne found out that Tom was considering
selling the truck and relayed that to Jim, who

The W900A Kenworth had classic lines that will forever be in style.

transmission, and has a respectable wheelbase and 3:55
rears. Jim purchased the truck pretty much as it looks in
the photos except for adding the offset Kenworth emblem.
He has a set of genuine Hogebuilt quarter fenders that will
be going on it and in the next year or so, and someday in
the not-so-distant future, he may be tearing it down and
doing a full restoration on it.

JUNE 2018

Although this truck is no longer a working truck,
it is still Jim’s pride and joy. Jim plans to take it to a
few local shows this year and may even fuel up and
venture to some farther-away shows. He always heard
and enjoyed stories of how this outlaw truck used to
get recognized any time it was on the turnpike. The
CB conversations would go crazy when other truckers
would see this truck on the road. Those same drivers
and the ones who heard the stories hadn’t forgotten
about this renegade hauler from yesteryear.
Now Jim takes the truck on the turnpike and receives
the same recognition as Herb Gregg did in years past,
all revolving around an everyday rough and tumble
head-turner of a somewhat legendary ol’ truck. LL

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo. They
have been entrenched in trucking for three
generations and have but one focus: To serve
America’s truckers and assist in keeping them
“looking good and rolling proud” as they travel
the highways.
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Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Trailer corrosion, brake balance

Q

I run up and down the East Coast, from
Jacksonville, Fla., all the way to Portland,

Maine.
About a year ago, I bought my first trailer, a 2008
Great Dane. It looked like it was in great shape, but
after this year’s brutal winter there’s corrosion all
over. None of it seems to be structural but it could be,
especially where there’s aluminum involved, like at the
landing gear and around the glad hands. The worst is
at the frame rails, near the suspension.
Now that warm weather is coming, what can I do to
stop this?

No matter the source, when water
and metal come together you
have the potential for corrosion.

A

Of course, de-icing chemicals are major
contributors to corrosion, but they are not the
only ones. Even if you have never been through a
snowstorm, road debris, sand and dirt kicked up by tires
and even tree strikes on the top rails can abrade or crack
paint and protective coatings. That allows water to enter.
It may be from rain or just from condensation as the air
cools down at night. No matter the source, when water
and metal come together you have the potential for
corrosion. Even if dissimilar surfaces are separated by
cushioning materials or gaskets, just a thin layer of dirt
can hold enough moisture to start the process. Add road
salts and de-icers, and corrosion increases dramatically.
Each time your combination (tractor and trailer) is in
for its scheduled maintenance, thoroughly inspect the
trailer. Look for any signs of moisture accumulation,
including corrosion, mold or mildew. Check inside and
outside. Before proceeding, study TMC Recommended
Practice RP740, Corrosion Protection from Dissimilar
Metals for an understanding of what corrosion is and
how it occurs. The RP also provides some do’s and
don’ts on how to maintain corroded vehicles.
More detailed maintenance practices are in RP758,
Van Moisture Contamination Maintenance and Repair
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Guidelines. Since yours is an aluminum plate trailer,
you’ll also find RP1524, Maintenance Guidelines
for Minimizing Corrosion in Aluminum Walk-In Van
Bodies, a valuable reference. It’s from the Light and
Medium Duty and Specialty Trucks Study Group.
If you find corrosion, clean it out and thoroughly wash
and dry the area. Use a wire brush to remove surface
corrosion. Rinse, then dry. If you pressure wash, avoid
spraying directly into joints and seams. It will only force
any corrosive material deep into the crevices. After
towel drying, use a hair dryer or heat gun to complete
the process gently.
If more is needed to remove corrosion, use
a soft wire brush wheel on a drill or grinder or
pressure blast with a soft medium such as baking
soda, plastic beads or dry ice. Then prime and
paint to refinish to OEM specifications.
If moisture is found inside your trailer, you’ll need to
locate the sources to fix them. One of the easiest ways is
to take the trailer out of the shop on a bright, sunny day
and get inside. Give your eyes time to adjust to the light
level and look for any bright areas. They will indicate
the source of leakage. It may be only a faint glow, but it
will identify a problem area. Another way is to wash the
trailer, then immediately get in and look for drips.
If you need to patch an area, follow the
recommendations outlined in RP758. It has procedures
for both adhesive bonding and riveting. For those of you
unfamiliar with the RPs, they are the collective wisdom
and experience of truck maintainers from the largest
fleets in North America to some of the smallest.

Q

My International ProStar has been squirrelly.
I pull company trailers, and it has been acting
up with all of them, so it’s not the trailer. I had the
alignment checked at a major truck tire chain, and
it was OK. Then I took it to a local shop to have the
brakes checked. They replaced all the drive axle brake
shoes. Still no improvement. I know you like truck
dealers, but their quote was more than 15 percent
higher. The shop assured me they use OEM or equal
parts. Any suggestions?
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A

When we spoke, you defined “squirrelly”
as pulling from side to side and not braking
in a straight line. This is almost always the result
of a side-to-side torque imbalance. It may be due
to problems with your drums. Since the linings are
new and all other parts (return springs, anchor pins,
rollers, cam bushings, slack adjusters, S-cams, air
chambers and spiders) should have all been checked
by the shop, there may be a problem or two that is
hard to detect without proper and often expensive
tools and instruments.
Because of the increasing sophistication and
technology of today’s trucks and the standards
for training for dealerships, I prefer OEM dealers,
although many independent shops and chains
operate to the same high standards.
Back to brakes. TMC RP613 outlines Brake
System Torque Balance test procedure that might
have discovered your problem earlier. RP625, Brake
Drum and Lining Compatibility, includes a checklist
of system components and problems to look for.
Drums can become slightly egg-shaped or bellmouthed over time, often only by thousandths of an
inch but enough to cause torque imbalance that can
create what you describe. Re-machining the drum
usually helps. LL

PRESSURE GAUGES

Load Weight Lbs
Load Weight Kg
Load Pressure 0-100 psi
Load Pressure 0-150 psi
Dual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-100 psi
Dual Tractor Pressure Tractor/Trailer 0-150 psi
Oil Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Air Pressure 0-100psi
Air Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Fuel Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Dual Reservoir Pressure Pri / Sec
Applied Brake Pressure 0-100 psi
Dual Applied Brake Pressure Front/Rear
Turbo Boost 0-100 psi

TEMPERATURE GAUGES

Outside Air Temp C/F -99 to 180f (-72 to 82c)
Dual DIsplay Outside / Inside
Inside Temp
Heater / AC Vent Temp
Dual Display Heater/AC Vent Temp/Outside Air Temp
Pyrometer: 3 Sizes, 2 1/16”, 3”, 3 1/8”
Fuel Temp • Oil Temp • Trans Temp • Water Temp
Axle Temp Front Drive or Rear Drive
Dual Display Axle Temp Front / Rear

MISC. GAUGES

NEW

GAUGES
LISTED IN

YELLOW

DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?

Voltometer
Amp Meter 120 Amp
Clock 12/24 Hr
Hour Meter Dual Display
Air Filter Monitor “H2O
Fuel Filter Restriction “hg
Fuel Level 0-100%
Speedometer 3 1/8” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer 3 1/8”
Speedometer KW 5” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer KW 5”

• The bright LED displays automatically adjusts to your cab’s
ambient light for easy viewing - day or night.
• Small gauges ﬁt a standard 2-1/16” dia. hole.
Larger tach and speedo ﬁt standard 3-1/8” dia. hole.
• Your choice of chrome or black bezels.
• Includes high accuracy sensors with easy plug in cable assembly.
* Lifetime warranty excludes sensor cable and abuse
• Established 1985

Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.
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EQUIPMENT NEWS

Trash talking

Even though refuse trucks are a
small niche market in North America,
Daimler and Mack make big
investments in trucks built to safely
and efficiently get the dirty work done.
By Suzanne Stempinski, contributing field editor

T

echnology and customer service meet in the street
when refuse trucks roll in. An essential part of our
at-home or at-work landscapes, we count on them and
the men and women who drive them to get the trash
picked up and moved to collection sites, recycling
centers or landfills.
For the original equipment manufacturers who build
them, it’s a small niche market – only about 2,500 trucks
per year. But it’s an important segment for a full-line
truck manufacturer.
Two cabover trucks in particular have been on my
radar recently: Daimler’s newest truck, the Econic, and
the Mack LR.

Daimler EconicSD
During the WasteExpo in Las Vegas in April, Daimler
introduced its low-entry cab-over-engine waste
collection truck with a flat floor so the driver can step
out on either side, the EconicSD.
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Mack LR

Freightliner’s parent company Daimler has long
been in the waste collection market overseas. In order
to create a version for North America, Daimler had
to make more than 125 modifications to the cab and
chassis designed in Germany.
The EconicSD is built with a new Detroit DD8
midrange engine, pushing 350 horsepower and 1,050
lb-ft torque. The DD8 features Connect Virtual
TechnicianSM remote diagnostic service for maximized
uptime and productivity.
Enhancing safety for the driver, crew, pedestrians
and surrounding motorists, the EconicSD features a
panoramic windshield and low seating position, giving
the driver a good view of everything. The mirror
system provides an expanded field of vision for work
areas and dreaded blind spots.
Only two steps are required to get seated: one
step to enter the cab and another step to the driver’s
platform. Low entry sets the first step, at only 19 inches
in height, about half the height of traditional waste
collection trucks, according to Freightliner.
Inside the cab, drivers will find plenty of space
with an air-suspended driver’s seat and additional
single seating for up to three passengers in the high
cab model. A digitized instrument cluster displays
information on a LCD screen on the dash.
Cab configurations for the EconicSD in 6x4, high cab
and low cab, and rear and side loader configurations
will be available.
Orders for the Freightliner EconicSD are expected to
begin this summer.
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Left to right: Photo courtesy of Daimler; Photo by Suzanne Stempinski

Daimler EconicSD

Visibility enhancements are cornerstone to
the latest offering from Mack, as well as to
Daimler’s introductory truck into the North
American refuse hauling market.

Mack LR
Not to be outdone, Mack introduced its new refuse
truck, the Mack LR, at the same expo Freightliner
introduced its waste collection truck. No stranger to
the North American refuse market, the LR expands
on Mack’s lineup of trucks used in rugged industries.
Available in a 6x4 configuration and a lighter,
more maneuverable 4x2 configuration, the Mack LR
has models that use diesel or natural gas.
The Mack LR Labrie Automizer side-loader
configuration includes the Mack MP7-355A
engine, with 355 hp and 1,260 lb-ft of torque.
The LR Heil Half/Pack front loader and Heil
Half/Pack Odyssey front loader are both
powered by the Mack MP7-325M engine,
pushing 325 hp and 1,260 lb-ft of torque.
The new features include a sliding glass window
on the passenger side of the vehicle, an exterior
stainless steel sun visor and a Sears Seating C2 Plus
seat cushion.
Developed exclusively for Mack by Sears Seating,
the LR model features a new multiple-position seat
engineered for improved comfort and ergonomics in
a right-hand stand-up/sit-down drive configuration.
The new sliding glass window greatly improves
cab ventilation and access to the mirror during righthand stand-up or sit down operation. The window
will be standard.
The exterior stainless steel sun visor reduces glare
and better deflects heat, improving driver comfort
and safety. The stainless steel sun visor is now
available for order.
Using Mack’s GuardDog Connect, the LR truck
includes Mack Over The Air, which allows software
updated for powertrain components and vehicle
parameters such as road speed limits. Updates are
sent directly to the truck at times most convenient
for the driver’s operations.
GuardDog Connect proactively monitors
truck performance, detecting fault codes and
enabling real-time diagnosis of issues that
could lead to unplanned downtime. LL
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TAXTIPS

Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Protecting your assets

Q

I’m an owner-operator, and
I’m concerned about losing
my assets if I’m in a terrible
accident. My buddies tell me to
incorporate or operate under a
limited liability company to protect
my assets. Is this the proper thing to
do?

A

Yes and no. The proper thing
is to ask a professional about
what to do. Some people go ahead
and act based on what their buddies
say. We are not attorneys, and
therefore we cannot recommend any
entity to operate as to liability
protection. What we can recommend
and do recommend is to talk to an
attorney as they are the only ones
who can judge whether a particular
operating entity will provide you with
the liability protection you seek.

The damage was not
“unexpected” and
“unusual” because it
is common knowledge
that squirrels are
destructive.
What we can alert you to is
insurance coverage. Your liability
limits on your homeowners and truck
policies are possibly too low in light
of the many personal injury awards.
In addition to talking to an attorney,
talk to your insurance person about
adding “umbrella coverage” to your
homeowner’s policy. For example, a
$5 million umbrella liability policy
may cost about $1,500 per year or
less in premiums for lesser coverage.
This may satisfy your needs and
could be less expensive than
changing your operating entity.
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Q

I’m 71 and heard I must
take a required minimum
distribution from my IRA account.
What about my 401(k)?

A

Yes. You are required to take
a required minimum
distribution, from your 401(k) as well
as your IRA. There are actuary tables
that the IRS has to help figure out the
annual required minimum distribution
amount, or your bank or brokerage
house can help you.

Q

Can I draw from my IRA the
required minimum
distribution for both plans combined
and leave my 401(k) alone?

A

No. You must take the
required minimum
distribution required from each
account.
If you forget or do not take the
required minimum distribution, there
is a 50 percent IRS penalty on the
amount that should have been taken.

Q

We are considering paying
the mortgage and taxes on
our daughter’s home. Can she get
the mortgage interest and real estate
tax deduction on her income tax
return?

A

It depends on if your
daughter pays the mortgage
and taxes. She can deduct the interest
and taxes on her return if she pays
them. If you pay the mortgage
interest and taxes directly, she cannot
get the deduction. And neither can
you unless you are co-owners of the
house.
Therefore, to get around that, you
make a cash gift to your daughter
and she makes the mortgage and tax
payments directly. The annual gift

exclusion amount has increased in
2018 to $15,000. If you’re married
and your spouse consents to a joint
gift – also called a “split gift” –
the annual exclusion amount is
effectively doubled to $30,000 per
recipient for 2018.

Q

The spouse of one of our
owner-operator clients called
to report that she noticed water on
the walls in the three rooms of their
home. Her husband decided to check
around and discovered holes in the
roof. The holes were caused by
squirrels that had eaten through the
roof wood, permitting rainwater to
soak through down the walls of their
home. Can they claim a casualty loss
for the cost of repairing the holes in
the roof caused by squirrels and to
fix the walls?

A

No. The IRS issued a private
letter ruling in response to
this very question. It said a casualty
is the complete or partial destruction
of property resulting from an
identifiable event of a sudden,
unexpected, and unusual nature. In
this case, the damage was not
“unexpected” and “unusual” because
it is common knowledge that
squirrels are destructive. Therefore
the loss is not considered a casualty
loss. LL
This article has been presented by PBS
Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a company
that has been providing income tax and
bookkeeping services to the trucking
industry for over a quarter century. If you
would like further information, please
contact us at 800-697-5153. Visit our
website at PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is different.
This article does not give and is not
intended to give specific accounting and
tax advice. Please consult with your tax or
accounting professional.
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Truckers say defective
engines created ‘a hell
of a nightmare’
From Page 53

repairs ended up being too much.
“Ultimately, it bankrupted
my company, and I went out of
trucking,” Marson said. “I walked
away from trucking and never
looked back.
“It’s been a hell of a nightmare
for me.”

Retirement delayed
OOIDA life member Leroy Bolton
decided to buy a new truck that
he planned on driving hard for
about five years so that he could
retire. Bolton took money out of
his retirement fund to purchase a
new Kenworth. With the money
he saved on OOIDA’s cash back
program, the driver swapped the
engine with a Caterpillar.
Shortly after buying the truck,
Bolton said the swapped engine
continuously broke down.

Eventually, the warranty lapsed
and repairs were paid for out
of pocket. Even when the truck
was under warranty, he said
thousands of dollars went down
the drain in lost opportunities.
Bolton said that he and his wife,
Bess, had to refinance their home
to avoid foreclosure. With only
a few years left on the mortgage
before problems with the truck, he
said the couple has now tacked on
up to 20 more years of payments.
“We watched ourselves go into a
ditch,” Bess said.
Eventually, his truck was
repossessed.
Expecting to retire at 65,
the faulty engine pushed the
driver’s retirement age up
another five to eight years.
Leroy received a check on March
30 for less than $1,000. Originally,
he was told he could get roughly
$15,000. It’s still unclear whether
or not his share will be reduced.
“People were hurt,” Bess said.
“People were destroyed.” LL

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
★ Income Tax Preparation
★ Bookkeeping Services
★ Quarterly Estimated Taxes
★ Financial Statements
★ Corporate & LLC formations

KEEP MORE OF WHAT
YOU EARN AND
LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Making healthy smiles
affordable.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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only

159

$

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Accidents – it’s how you play the game
You’ve heard the old saying, “It
doesn’t matter whether you win or
lose. It’s how you play the game.”
We do not agree with part of that
statement. It absolutely does matter
whether you win or lose when it
comes to fighting a ticket.
But when you fight a ticket, how
you play the game may be the most
important part of the fight. For
example, we get a lot of member
calls regarding traffic accidents.

In most accident cases,
you may have more
than a good chance
to have your ticket
dismissed or at the very
least reduced.
Usually, the member will let us
know that they were involved in an
accident and that they were given a
ticket, usually for some moving and/
or point violation. Here’s an example
of a few calls we’ve received and our
advice on how to play the game.

Q.

I was on my way with a
delivery to Memphis, Tenn.,
when the four-wheeler in front
of me suddenly slammed on their
brakes and tried to make a tight
turn to the right. I barely clipped
their driver-side bumper, and there
was almost no damage to their car
at all. The police came and gave me
a ticket for following too closely. I
totally disagree with this ticket and I
want to fight it. Do I have a chance?

A

Of course you have a chance.
In most accident cases, you
may have more than a good chance
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to have your ticket dismissed or at
the very least reduced to a charge
that doesn’t hurt your driver record
as much. So here’s where playing the
game begins to try to make those
outcomes happen.
First, get a copy (certified or
noncertified) of your three-year
driver record (commonly referred
to as your MVR). You’ll need a
copy of your driver record so you
can prove to the prosecutor and/
or judge that you’re not a habitual
offender of traffic laws. The intent
is to prove that you’re a worthy
candidate to have your traffic ticket
dismissed, without costs, or at the
very least amended to a lesser,
not-serious category charge.
Second, (and probably most
important) you’ll need to contact the
insurance company who was carrying
the effective liability insurance
at the time of your accident. That
liability insurance company will
have an adjuster assigned to the
specific policy. He or she will be
the person who can eventually
provide you with proof that the
alleged victim’s alleged property
damages have been paid in full.
You’ll need to get the proof of
restitution for the victim’s property
damages in writing on the insurance
company’s letterhead and signed by
the insurance adjuster. In almost all
accident cases where you received
a ticket that you’re fighting, the
prosecutor and/or judge will ask
you, “Has the victim been fully
compensated for all their alleged
property damages?” If you can
show proof from the insurance
company that all of the victim’s
alleged property damages have been
paid, the prosecutor and/or judge
will be much more comfortable

recommending that your ticket be
dismissed without costs or amended.

Q.

I was driving my truck in
Missouri when a car next
to me in the hammer lane moved
over to my lane without looking
and hit the front of my truck with
their bumper. The driver of the car
got a ticket for inattentive driving,
and I got a ticket for too fast for
conditions.
Why did I get a ticket? This
accident was totally the fourwheeler’s fault. My liability
insurance company agreed with me
and denied the four-wheeler’s claim
for damages. So, if I can’t bring a
letter from my insurance company
showing that the four-wheeler’s
damages were paid, what can I do?

A

If your liability insurance
provider investigated the
accident and concluded that you
weren’t at fault and denied the fourwheeler’s claim for property
damages, simply get a letter from
your liability adjuster that says just
that and give that letter to the
prosecutor and/or judge. Also, be
sure to take a copy of your three-year
driver record (if it’s clean) and show
that to the prosecutor and/or judge.
Last but not least, explain that
because there was an accident in your
case and the police made an accident
report, the actual word “accident”
will now be listed on your permanent
driver record. Be sure to tell them
that for you, a Class A driver, to have
that word “accident” listed on your
permanent driver record is more
than enough penalty for you to have
to suffer in this matter, therefore,
it’s only fair to have your ticket
dismissed without costs. LL
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OOIDA MARY JOHNSTON SCHOLARSHIP FUND

2018 OOIDA scholarship recipients announced
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarship, which started in
1998, has already awarded
more than $300,000 to
students who are the
children, grandchildren
or legal dependents of
OOIDA members.
During April’s OOIDA Board of Directors meetings in Grain
Valley, Mo., the scholarship committee added to that total by
announcing a new batch of scholarship recipients.
Each year, one $2,000 scholarship and four $1,000
scholarships are awarded. An alternate is also named each
year. The funds are transferred directly to the student’s
selected institution and can be renewed for a total of four
years.
Here are the winners for 2018:

Maroa-Forsyth High School in May. He has applied to six
colleges with the intention to major in biology and pursue
either a field in health care or teaching.

★

Chase Huelle is the son of member Myron Huelle
from Stanley, N.D. Chase was scheduled to graduate from
Stanley High School in May. He has already been accepted
to North Dakota State University, where he intends to major
in pre-law.

★

Hanna Ward is the daughter of member Lonnie Ward
from Basin, Wyo. Hanna graduated from Riverside High
School in 2017 with a 4.0 grade-point average. She is
attending Montana State University as a full-time student
with a major in civil engineering.

★

★

Rahul Paul is the son of member Aji Paul from Pearland,
Texas. Rahul graduated from Robert Turner College and
Career High School as the salutatorian in May 2017 and is
attending the University of Houston with a major in biology.

★

Andrew Inda is the stepson of member Richard Duncan
from Rossville, Ill. Andrew was scheduled to graduate from
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Tony Rice is the son of member Gerald “Jerry” Rice of
Mount Pleasant Mills, Pa. Tony graduated from Midd-West
High School and is majoring in agribusiness management at
Pennsylvania State University.

★

Cheriton Renee Johnson is the daughter of member
Freddie L. Johnson Jr. from Orangeburg, S.C. Cheriton
was scheduled to graduate from Orangeburg Wilkinson
High School in May. She has been accepted to Winthrop
University, where she plans to major in computer science.
A more detailed story about the scholarship recipients will
be in the July edition of Land Line. LL
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STATETREND

Ticket camera rule changes
approved, pursued in seven states
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

State legislatures around
the country continue to
discuss and take action
on using automated
cameras to ticket drivers.

Iowa
State lawmakers are
close to implementing
a rule that would place
regulations on the use of
automatic traffic cameras.
The state’s nonpartisan Legislative Services Agency
reports that as of January eight cities around the state
operate or have operated a total of 78 speed and red-light
camera devices.
The House and Senate have approved differing versions
of a bill that would put in place rules on using the ticketing
mechanism.
House lawmakers previously endorsed an outright ban
on the use of cameras in school zones, road work zones
and other high-risk areas. The Senate amended the bill
to instead impose regulations on the use of cameras.
SF220 would allow cities and counties to use ticket
cameras as long as any profits are directed for public safety
and secondary roads. Voters also would get the opportunity
to disband any camera program through a petition process.
Police also would be required to sign off on each citation.
In addition, local authorities would be prohibited from
imposing a civil penalty in excess of Iowa code for the
same or similar violations.
Arizona
A new law is intended to make sure law enforcement
decides what is and what is not a speeding violation
captured on camera.
The new rule requires police to examine a photo taken
from a photo enforcement system to determine whether or
not a violation has occurred. Companies that operate the
cameras would not make the decision.
Maryland
Gov. Larry Hogan has signed one bill into law to mandate
that a ticket issued by a red-light camera could only be sent
out if the yellow signal duration is in line with state and
federal standards.
The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety reports
there are six Maryland counties, the city of Baltimore,
and 22 other jurisdictions using red-light cameras.
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The new law also allows drivers issued violations to
challenge citations from locations with shorter yellow times.

New Jersey
Assemblyman Nicholas Chiaravalloti, D-Bayonne, is behind
a bill to permit the use of speed enforcement cameras in his
state’s highway work zones.
Chiaravalloti’s bill would create a five-year pilot program
for the devices.
Automated enforcement cameras would be used to detect
drivers exceeding the posted speed limit by at least 11 mph
when workers are present. Registered owners of vehicles
found in violation would receive $100 fines in the mail. No
points would be added to a driver’s record.
Three-quarters of the fine revenue would be allotted to
the New Jersey State Police. About half of their allotment
would be designated to pay for additional police presence
in work zones.
New York
One effort underway at the statehouse would permit the use
of speed cameras on the Long Island Expressway in Suffolk
and Nassau counties. Tickets would be doled out for drivers
exceeding the posted speed by at least 15 mph.
Ohio
House lawmakers voted to advance a bill intended to make
automated ticketing operations too expensive for local law
enforcement throughout the state. It would require revenue
from red-light and speed cameras to be deducted from
municipalities’ state aid payments.
All civil traffic violations, such as ticket camera offenses,
also would be required to be filed in municipal courts instead
of mayor’s courts or an administrative hearing officer.
Municipalities would be responsible for paying the
court costs.
“If a camera records a driving infraction, the driver
deserves to be treated the same as if they had received any
other traffic ticket,” Rep. Bill Seitz, R-Cincinnati, said in
prepared remarks.
Pennsylvania
A Senate-approved bill would authorize speed cameras
in active work zones on interstates and the Pennsylvania
Turnpike.
The same speed limit threshold and fine amounts included
in the New Jersey legislation apply to the Pennsylvania bill.
Sen. David Argall, R-Schuylkill, says driver behavior in
work zones needs to change, and he hoped the legislation
would remind motorists to slow down in affected areas.
“The goal of this legislation is to safeguard the men
and women who work on repairing our roads and
infrastructure in order to make them safer and more efficient
for motorists,” Argall said in previous remarks. LL
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Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

513-476-7032
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YOURHEALTH
Buck Black, LCSW, LCAC

Do you have PTSD?
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What to do if
you think you
have PTSD:
n Participate in a PTSD
assessment by a mental
health professional; and
n Get a medical checkup
with your primary care
doctor to ensure that
you do not have any
physical problems.

integrative psychotherapy
approach. It contains elements of
many effective psychotherapies
in structured protocols that
are designed to maximize
treatment effects. These include
psychodynamic, cognitive
behavioral, interpersonal,
experiential, and bodycentered therapies.”
Find out more at EMDR.com.

Medication
Treatments
One option is individual and family
psychotherapy. This will involve
relaxation skills, stress management
and processing of traumatic events.
Another option is EMDR (eye
movement desensitization and
reprocessing). This is a type of
therapy that focuses on helping the
mind to process the traumas that it
has experienced.
EMDR is a comprehensive,

There is no medication specifically
made for PTSD. However, the
antidepressants sertraline (Zoloft)
and paroxetine (Paxil) have FDA
approval for treating PTSD.
The use of benzodiazepines is
discouraged due to its addictive
qualities and potential interference
with psychotherapy as the
client is less likely to be able
to appropriately process the
feelings related to PTSD.

© Kwest - Fotolia.com

Post-traumatic stress disorder is
often considered something that
affects people who have been
involved in war. However, truckers
are often exposed to traumatic
accidents, whether it be direct
involvement in a wreck or helping
others when coming across an
accident scene. Other events that
may cause PTSD are domestic
violence, serious illnesses, abuse or
witnessing a horrific event – even a
natural disaster.
It is important to understand
that PTSD is a type of anxiety
disorder. The symptoms of PTSD
may include ﬂashbacks (reliving
the trauma), nightmares about
the traumatic event, symptoms of
avoidance, and emotional numbing.
This may include trying to avoid
thinking or talking about the
traumatic event, avoiding activities
you once enjoyed, difficulty
maintaining close relationships,
irritability or anger, overwhelming
guilt or shame, substance abuse,
trouble sleeping, suicidal thoughts
or suicide attempts, and being
easily startled or frightened.
PTSD can manifest itself in
physical form. For example,
people with PTSD show higher
instances of fibromyalgia, arthritis,
ulcers and high blood pressure,
just to name a few. If the person
develops a substance abuse
problem from self-medicating,
there may be legal, health,
financial and family problems.
If you have been involved in
a traumatic event, you do not
necessarily have PTSD. Some
people are involved and witness
very horrific events with few or no
problems, though others may have
many PTSD symptoms as a result.
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‘‘

Coping statements
for dealing with anxiety
My anxiety is bad, but I’m not bad.

n Download the free app
PTSD Coach at
PTSD.va.gov;
n Take the course
“Considering Professional
Help” found at
MyHealth.va.gov; and
n Check out additional tools
at PTSD.va.gov.
Packaged with this article are
some simple and powerful coping
statements to help you to get
through anxious times. Remember,

PTSD is a type of anxiety. Why
not learn a few things you can tell
yourself to reduce your anxiety?
You are in control of your thoughts,
and you have the power to
significantly decrease your
anxiety. LL

Buck Black is a licensed clinical social
worker therapist who specializes in helping
truckers and their families with anger and
stress management, as well as depression
and relationship problems. He is licensed
to treat patients in the state of Indiana.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
health situation is different. If you have
questions regarding medical issues,
consult your personal physician.

My over-reactive nervous system
is a part of my life, but it’s not
bigger than life.

‘

What can you do
to address PTSD
symptoms?

I don’t always have to feel
comfortable, and it isn’t awful
when I don’t.

Controlling my anxiety is
important but hardly urgent.
Comfort is nice
but not necessary.

I don’t have to be the one person
in the universe to feel comfortable
all the time.
I don’t have to hassle myself or
put myself down for not coping
better with my anxiety.
Source: Rational Emotive Behavior Therapy
Resource Book for Practitioners by Bill
Borcherdt of the Albert Ellis Institute, New York.

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
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AUDIO BOOKS

Jonathan Lowe AUDIOBOOK REVIEWER

Something
for everyone

Whether you like the The Diesel
Brothers, reality TV stars who have
an audiobook titled “A Truckin’
Awesome Guide to Trucks and Life,”
or “Trucker Ghost Stories” (edited by
Annie Wilder), or sci-fi, or romance
like Maisey Yates’ “Claim Me,
Cowboy,” or other westerns from Louis
L’Amour or Max Brand or William
W. Johnstone – they are all on audio.
One I could recommend is “The Black
Mariah” by Jay Bonansinga.
Unfortunately, this novel is only
available as an eBook or paperback.
It’s like Steven Spielberg’s first movie,
“Duel.” The plot is described as “Tearing
through the Tennessee night with their
fuel tank near empty, two hardened truck
drivers are pursued by an immortal curse
that announces itself on their CB radio
and threatens to strike furiously if they
stop their wheels.”
There is racial tension, and chase
sequences involving an independent
truck driver who is black and his
“vegetarian intellectual hobo” partner.
It was optioned for a movie that never
happened.
Bonansinga is an award-winning
indie filmmaker and screenwriter who
has worked with horror legend George
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Romero, Will Smith’s production company,
and Dennis Haysbert’s TV series “The Unit,”
among others.
His debut novel, “The Black Mariah” was
a finalist for a Bram Stoker award, and his
numerous short tales and articles have been
published in many magazines. Also, he writes
some Walking Dead novels.
Narrator Paul Heitsch’s first audiobook in
2011 was one I wrote, “The Methuselah Gene.”
He also narrates Jay’s novel “The Sleep Police”
and was just nominated for an Audie award as
part of a story anthology.
Here’s an excerpt from a recent interview I
had with Bonansinga and Heitsch.
JL: What are your favorite audiobook
versions of your books, and why?
JB: I love all the versions of my books that
were done as audiobooks, including Paul
Heitsch. I especially love the Robert Forster
performance of my book “The Killers Game.”
This guy is pure Chicago with his hard Rs and
flat vowels. Also don’t forget Fred Berman,
who does all the Walking Dead books.
JL: Paul, congrats on your nomination.
Describe for us the audiobook nominated.
PH: “Nevertheless We Persisted” is an
anthology of short stories and poems all
exploring various themes. I’m one of 26
narrators who were cast to record the pieces,
and I am incredibly proud and humbled
by the Audie nomination for best original
work. Tanya Eby, the producer, and owner of
Blunderwoman Productions was so generous
to include me in the project, and I’m looking
forward to thanking her in person at the Audies
Gala.
JL: Good luck. What about “The Sleep
Police?”
PH: “Sleep Police” was also a terrific book,
with unforgettable scenes and characters.
Please convey my thanks and best wishes to
Jay Bonansinga.

© grekoff - Fotolia.com

Ever try audiobooks in your
truck? While CDs may be
going the way of cassettes before
long, digital downloads are a
growing alternative option to your
music/talk radio playlist. More
interesting, too. You can connect
devices like your smartphone to
your stereo. Or just let it play from
your shirt pocket while not driving.
There are no commercials to listen
to, either, just the engrossing
narration of novels and nonfiction.
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If you prefer an “audio
movie,” try “Road Rage,”
the audiobook by Richard
Matheson, Stephen King
and Joe Hill. It combines
“Duel” (the Matheson
story that inspired the
movie) with the story of a faceless trucker battling
outlaw bikers in the Nevada desert. It’s read by
“Avatar” actor Stephen Lang.
Matheson also has a new collection of stories that
were used by the “Twilight Zone,” “Star Trek,”
and the “Have Gun, Will Travel” classic TV series.
(Matheson wrote “I Am Legend,” which was made
into the Will Smith movie.) The collection is titled
“The Best of Richard Matheson,” and the narrators are
legion. And legend. LL
Jonathan Lowe is an audiobook reviewer for Land Line,
Sirius XM radio, Cracker Barrel and Audiofile. A judge
in the Audie awards and VoiceArts awards, he is the
award-winning author of two new audiobook productions:
“Awakening Storm” and “Postmarked for Death.”
JUNE 2018

Listen anytime,
anywhere, on
any device.
Get the in-depth
information you’ve
come to rely on at
LandLineNow.com
or on your favorite
podcast app.
Of course you can
always tune in daily
at 7pm EST, and
4pm PT on Sirius XM
Channel 146.
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OOIDAON THE ROAD
By Land Line Staff

ELDs causing drivers to hurry
Since the electronic logging
device mandate went into effect in
December, OOIDA’s Jon Osburn said
he’s noticed a significant increase
of drivers who appear to be racing
the clock on the highway and in the
parking lots of truck stops.
“They feel rushed,” said Osburn,
the skipper of the OOIDA touring
tractor-trailer the Spirit of the
American Trucker. “They feel
controlled by that circle-thing on
the dash. They know they can’t be
a minute late. I’ve talked to 30-year
drivers, and they say they know that
they shouldn’t be driving that fast, but
they are so worried they’re going to
run out of time.”
While advocates for the
mandate said it would improve
safety, Osburn said he’s
witnessing the exact opposite.

“They say it’s about safety. It’s
not about safety,” he said. “It’s
about fleet management.”
Rep. Brian Babin, R-Texas,
introduced an hours-of-service bill
that aims to alleviate the problem by
giving some flexibility back to the
drivers. The REST Act, HR5417,
would allow drivers to pause the
14-hour on-duty clock for up to three
hours once per duty period. The idea
behind the bill is to give professional
drivers the ability to stop if they need
rest or so that they can avoid heavy
traffic or inclement weather.
Osburn said some drivers are
concerned that shippers and receivers
would try to use the three hours to
their advantage.
“I hope the drivers understand
that they wouldn’t be able to make
you use that three hours for them,”

he said. “That would be coercion.
Drivers will need to say ‘These are
my three hours. I can stop the clock
for the benefit of me, not you. I don’t
stop my clock for you.’”
Drivers will have several
opportunities in June to speak with
Osburn and learn more about what’s
going on in the trucking industry. The
Spirit will make stops in Kentucky,
Ohio, Virginia, and Idaho. LL

Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has also
worked as a paramedic
and a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives
with his wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and
travels with his loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: JUNE 2018
May 31-Jun 2

ATHS National Convention
Kentucky Horse Park
Lexington, KY 40511
June 4-6
T/A, Lodi, OH
June 8-9
Buckeye Invitational Truck Show
Clark County Fairgrounds
Springfield, OH
June 14-16
SuperRigs, White’s Travel Center
Raphine, VA
June 21-23
J.D. “Doc” Osburn T/A, Boise, ID
June 24-July 8
***Off duty***
July 12-14
Walcott Truckers Jamboree,
Iowa 80, Walcott, IA
July 16-19
Petro, Rochelle, IL
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KY State Hwy 1973
& I-75, Exit 120
I-71 & I-76, Exit 209
4401 S Charleston Pike

I-81, Exit 205
I-84, Exit 54
I-80, Exit 284

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for
their generous use of the 2017
5700 EX Phantom II. Western Star’s
support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.

I-39 at Rt 38, Exit 99
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ANALYSIS
From Page 37

TA & Petro is committed to capping the percentage of paid
parking at any given location.
“We recently mandated that even in these areas (where
some of the demand is so high, we could sell all of the
parking as reserved), we are limiting these tight areas to no
more than 50 percent of the space for reserved, the others
remain free,” Liutkus wrote in an email. “We recognize that
for our best fueling customers, free parking is something we
want them to be able to secure.”
As PFJ and TA & Petro have pointed out, the demand
exists to justify paid parking. Although both companies
could easily increase the percentage of paid parking spots
while maintaining full capacity, they have chosen to keep it
relatively minimal.

LoveÕs Travel Stops
Deviating from TA & Petro’s and PFJ’s
business model, Oklahoma City, Okla.based Love’s Travel Stops & Country
Stores is the only truck stop company of the
big three that does not offer reserved, paid
parking at more than 450 locations with
more than 30,000 parking spaces.

“We know that parking availability is a growing concern,
and now it’s being exacerbated by the ELD mandate,” said
Jon Archard, Love’s vice president of sales. “Our approach
has been to continue to try to add parking spaces rather than
just reserve and charge for them.”
In 2017, the big three added more than 3,000 parking
spots to the infrastructure. Love’s was responsible for
approximately 2,600 of those spaces. This year, Love’s will
add 35-40 new locations, accounting for more than 3,000
new parking spots. Additionally, Love’s expects to add 500600 parking spots at existing locations.
Archard told Land Line that adding spaces is more of a
solution to the problem versus blocking off existing parking
and charging for it.
“We haven’t found a scenario where we feel like it’s really
adding enough value as opposed to adding some profit to
our bottom line,” Archard said.
That does not mean Love’s is not considering reserved,
paid parking. The company is continuing to monitor the
situation. Consideration for reserved, paid parking will
likely start at highly congested areas, such as near the ports.
“It’s a bit of a zero sum game because every parking spot
that you reserve may provide value to those customers that
paid for them, but there was going to be another trucker
that would have parked in those spots that you frustrated,”
Archard said. LL

HD

AFTERMARKET

TRADE SHOW

INFO. 832-323-2900
JOBS FOR OWNER OPERATORS AND CDL CLASS A DRIVERS

You will

ﬁnd
- TRUCK PARTS
- ACCESSORIES
- TOOLS
- CHROME
- HD TRUCKS
- TRAILERS
- TIRES
- WHEELS

+ JOB FAIR
+ FREE SEMINAR
+ CUSTOM TRUCK
EXHIBITION

SAT, JUNE 9
10 AM - 5 PM

SUN, JUNE 10
10 AM - 5 PM

SUPPORTED BY:

JUNE 9-10

FREE TRUCK
FREE
ADMISSION
PARKING

2018

HOUSTON, TX

REGISTER ONLINE: WWW.TEXASTRUCKINGSHOW.COM
JUNE 2018
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DASHBOARDCONFIDENTIAL
Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

Redefining the hours of slavery
Since the mid-1930s, truck drivers
have been saddled with log books
to record hours of service, driving,
sleeping and everything else during
the 24-hour clock. It was pretty
much an “honor” thing, and that
little note on the bottom reminded
you that “these entries are true and
correct.” And as we all know, getting
caught with a false log or even no
log could be very costly.

I have heard from
countless drivers who
state that they have never
been so tired under the
new regulations. Up
against that 14-hour clock,
unable to stop, unable to
take that nap. Where is the
safety in that?
I can honestly say that in 46 years
of trucking, I have never been cited
for a log violation, never put out of
service, and I try to continue that
mantra today. It is a challenge.
Over the past few years, there have
been changes made to the hours
of service regulations, allowing 11
hours driving, up from 10, and a
14-hour work clock for the day. Then
some genius thinks we need to break
up our driving slot with a 30-minute
break just because we are not smart
enough to know when to stop.
Even more ludicrous, we lost the
ability to stop in midshift for a nap,
meal or to allow us to schedule
around city traffic without adding
to the 14-hour clock, in turn losing
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precious drive time.
Over X number of years, I have
heard from countless drivers who
state that they have never been so
tired under the new regulations. Up
against that 14-hour clock, unable to
stop, unable to take that nap. Where
is the safety in that?
At parties or events with (usually)
nontrucking folks who know what
I do, I get asked, “Why would
anyone want to work more than
14 hours a day?” 70-hour weeks?
Most cannot comprehend what
we, as drivers, go through just
to get the products to market.
My answer is still the same as it
was when I started this gig. I don’t
want to work more hours. I don’t
and won’t drive around the clock. I
want to be paid fairly for my time
and effort. Simply put, I want to be
able to use the time allotted to me in
the safest possible way, something
that is not currently allowed. I
know when I am tired and will
stop as I see fit, and I absolutely
do not need an electronic box or
FMCSA to tell me otherwise.
At present, I am unable to use
my time wisely and have lost many
hours sitting in Dallas or Chicago
rush hour because of the inability
to take that three- or four-hour
break without deducting from my
14-hour day. Consequently, I have
been caught in that traffic mess or
construction backup and run out of
drive time. Again, I ask, where is the
safety in that?
Because we are all connected
to our new electronic babysitters,

the electronic logging device, I
watch as the clock ticks down,
and Lord help you when you get
close to the 30-minute break.
The little darlin’ cheeps, chirps
and annoys you as a reminder.
Then, of course, when you get
to within an hour of your end-ofdriving shift, it beeps, squeals and
further annoys you. Plus, watching
that timer, the mileage distance
to your scheduled stop, one finds
themselves pushing to make that
destination because you have lost 5
minutes here, 10 minutes there. And
yes, I have planned out my stops.
Been doing it for years with nary
a glitch, but it is getting tougher.
Fewer parking spots, many states
closing rest areas, overcrowded truck
stops. T’ain’t easy, McGee.
So, what is the solution? A House
bill is up for grabs to add some
common-sense legislation to our
daily trucking lives.
Drop the 30-minute rule. Give
us the ability to stop our clock for
three hours and nap, take a break or
anything away from the truck. You
will see a safer, better-rested driver
and a more productive driver. It will
not give me a longer work day, but
it will let me better use my time.
Everyone wins. It would certainly
make running the required ELD
much easier and reduce the pressure.
For years I have maintained that
it is not the logbook or ELD that is
our enemy, but the hour-of-service
restrictions. It is well past time for
our legislators to allow us to do our
jobs without strangling us further. LL
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TRUCKING CHARITY

St. Christopher Fund holds
fundraiser in honor of Jim Johnston
By Land Line staff

The St. Christopher Truckers
Relief Fund is honoring Jim
Johnston with “Jim’s Day” on July
23, Jim’s birthday. As former
president and CEO of OOIDA,
Jim’s support for SCF goes back
to its beginnings.
“Jim helped keep the SCF’s
doors open twice in our early
days, has donated additional
thousands since then, and he
became the largest sponsor of our
vaccine program,” said Donna
Kennedy, executive director.
Jim believed that all professional
truckers should stick together and
pursue their interests. A passion
coined by his own words to,

“never give up, just find another
way to fight back.”
Johnston passed away on
Jan. 8, at the age of 78. He served
as OOIDA’s president and CEO
since 1975, helping turn the
grassroots effort into the largest
national organization for truckers
with more than 160,000 members.
He continued to work full time up
until only days before his passing,
and he remained dedicated to his
core mission and that of the
Association – fighting for the rights
of all truckers.
All are encouraged to honor
Jim’s commitment and passion for
standing up for truckers’ rights by
making donations to SCF in Jim’s
name on July 23 this year and

each year going
forward.
Donations can be
made via check or
online at TruckersFund.org.
The St. Christopher Truckers
Development and Relief Fund is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit truck driver
charity that helps over-the-road/
regional semi-truck drivers and
their families when an illness or
injury, occurring within the last
year, has caused them to be out of
work. The SCF also works to
provide programs that will benefit
professional drivers and the
trucking industry.
You can find more information
about Jim’s Day on the St.
Christopher Facebook page. LL

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and Puritan Life
Insurance Company of America of Austin, TX*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 11823 Winston-Salem, NC 27116.
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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TruckMiles

¨

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” – Lorne Daigle

● Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
● Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
● Driver expense tracking
● Full color maps
● Multiple stop and location
entries
● Proﬁt margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax
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Mobile mansions
From Page 63

Just who is the
target customer?
It could be an owner-operator like
OOIDA member Tod Job. He’s been
planning for the right big bunk for
years. His truck is a 1996 maroon
Peterbilt 379 with a 63-inch sleeper.
In September, it’ll turn 23 years old,
and he has driven every one of the
more than 2 million miles it’s turned,
hauling everything from produce to
office furniture; trade show booths
or anything that would fit in a reefer,
van or flatbed.
Job is the definition of a one-truck
owner-operator. He has carried his
own authority for more than 20 years,
books his own loads, does his own
billing, and determines what makes
good business sense for himself.
His truck has paid for itself
many times over, in part because
Job is a stickler for maintenance
and making sure he has plenty
of money in reserve for when
the unexpected occurs.
Last year, he replaced the engine,
rebuilt the transmission, and stretched
the frame to a healthy 306 inches in
anticipation of a new bunk.
“It’s not easy to survive in this
industry,” Job said. “Any more, it’s
about trying to save money. I’m
always looking for a way to get what
I want and get it cheaper. I can afford
to wait until the deal is right.”
Job likes the idea of cooking his
own meals or heating meals he’s
brought from his home in Everest,
Kan.
He also is looking for a way to
avoid paying for parking in truck
stops since he tries to patronize
mom-and-pop operations whenever
possible.
He looked at other sleeper
manufacturers before choosing
Indiana Custom Trucks.
How much weight will it add? That
1996 Peterbilt with a 63-inch sleeper

weighs approximately 19,000 pounds
dry weight. Changing over to a 126inch sleeper loaded up with extras
adds approximately 2,500 pounds,
including an APU, inverter and bunk
heater. That does not include the
weight of water, personal belongings
or fuel.

So how does it work?
If you’re ordering a brand new tractor
and a brand new sleeper, it can go
something like this. You work with
your truck dealer to get the specs
right – buying a day cab on a long
frame with your choice of engine,
drivetrain, supports and so on. At
the same time, you’re working with
your sleeper manufacturer designing
and ordering the interior with all the
requisite comforts.
Because you are working with
two companies, you’ll need to put
down two deposits to get your
equipment ordered. It’s possible
for one lender to combine the
loans into one payment plan.
When the tractor and sleeper are
ready – a process that may take
roughly 60 to 90 days, the tractor
manufacturer arranges for the truck
to be drop-shipped to the sleeper
manufacturer to marry the two
components together.
It takes roughly seven to 10 days
in most cases to fit the two pieces
together, and then you are ready to
head on down the road.
If you’re handy and motivated,
there are plenty of things you can do
for yourself. Don’t really like your
cabinets and hardware? Change ’em.
They can be ordered from places like
Home Depot, or a local cabinetmaker
might be willing to work with you.
Remember, the only limits are
your imagination and the depth of
your pockets. With time, patience
and persistence you can make almost
anything happen. LL

JUNE 2018

2018-2019

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at LandLineMag.com
for more industry events.

JULY
12-14 Walcott Truckers Jamboree,
Iowa 80 Truckstop, Walcott,
Iowa. For more information, visit
Iowa80TruckStop.com.
20-21 Expedite Expo, Lexington
Center, Lexington, Ky. For more
information, visit ExpediteExpo.com.
27-29 Top Gun Large Car
Shoot Out at Rantoul National
Aviation Center, Rantoul, Ill.
For more information, visit
TopGunLargeCarShootout.com.
AUGUST
3-5 Carlisle Truck Nationals at the
Fairgrounds in Carlisle, Pa. For more
information, go to https://tinyurl.com/
ya7sb8lz.
9-12 Brockway Truck Show in
Cortland, N.Y. For more information,
go to BrockwayTrucks.org.
17-19 Eau Claire Big Rig Truck
Show at the Northern Wisconsin
State Fair Grounds, Chippewa Falls,
Wis. For more information, visit
EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com.
17-19 Chi-Town Large Cars Benefit
and Show at the Porter County
Fairgrounds in Valparaiso, Ind. For
more information, go to
ChiTownLargeCars.org.

23-25 Great American Trucking
Show, Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center, Dallas. For more
information, visit TruckShow.com.
SEPTEMBER
7-8 Big Iron Classic Truck Show
and Charity Drive at the Dodge
County Fairgrounds in Kasson,
Minn. For more information, visit
BigIronClassic.com.
14-16 Richard Crane Memorial
Truck Show in St. Ignace, Mich. For
more information, visit StIgnace.com/
carshows.

Our Wheel Centering Products are
a patented line of products
designed to Stop Tire Vibration and
Irregular Tire Wear.
Choose from these solutions:

SOLUTION A

28-29 Guilty By Association
Truck Show, Joplin, Mo. For more
information, visit ChromeShopMafia.
com/guilty-by-association-truck-show.
OCTOBER
20-21 The California
Trucking Show at the Ontario
Convention Center in Ontario,
Calif. For information, go to
CaliforniaTruckingShow.com.
NOVEMBER
12-14 Women in Trucking
Accelerate! Conference and Expo
in Dallas. For more information, visit
WomenInTrucking.org/accelerateconference.

The Centering Pins Sets are used when mounting
the wheels and then removed from the wheel.

BEFORE

SOLUTION

AFTER
This sleeve set stays on the wheels at all times, is
for use on STEER AXLES ONLY and will center the
brake drum as well as the wheel.

SOLUTION C

More than
a fuel saver

Safety • Stability • Savings
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.

Technical information www.airtab.com
To purchase 262-394-5752 or www.buyairtab.com
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SAVE FUEL
SAVE MONEY
SAVE TIRES

STEP 1

STEP 2

This 2-piece sleeve set also stays on the wheels at
all times, is for DUAL AXLES and is available with
or without brake drum centering.
All of these products are available in many
different sizes and conﬁgurations to ﬁt your needs.

Call 1-866-686-9285 today to ﬁnd
the TRU-BALANCE products
that are right for you.
www.tru-bal.com
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OOIDA

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Life Members Congratulations
Dirk Alberts
Evelyn Allen
Terry Allen
Brian Althouse
Rex Anderson
Lester Angst
William Arce
Jerry Ashcroft
William Atkins
Steven Bahler
William Ballantyne
Thomas Barnwell
Robert Beagle
Kristopher Bechtel
Mark Beedie
Steven Bell
Charles Bergeman Sr.
Dean Bergquist
Clifford Berry
Joseph Berta IV
Dale Biniecki
Debra Birdsall
James Bishop
Henry Blume
Mark Books
Joseph Bozzo
Scott Braam
R. Bracken

William Brallier
Arthur Brown
Jeffrey Brown
William A. Brown Jr.
Steve Brunk
Gary Buckholts
Luiz Bueno
Robert Bulzone
Steve Burner
Robert Burns
Bruce Bush
John Canaan
Timothy Cantin
Karl Carmony
Eulogio Castillo
Roger Chandler
James Clamon
Keith Cliver
Martin Coates
Braulio Colon
Izet Coma
Eugene Cook
Ron Coon
Douglas Courtney
Ronald Coyle
John Cramer
William Cummings
Donald Cummins

Ann Curry
Robert Dabb
Daniel Davidson
Ronald Davidson
Donald Davis
Donald De Moise
Richard Devries
John Dickey
Lester Diehl
Wyatt Diethorn
Patrick Dowd
Harry Drepaul
Charles Duff
Robert Dukin
Dale Eiser
Susan Elliott
Richard Elvis
Larry Emery
Jim English
William Fairchild
Lawrence Farnsworth
Marvin Fink
Harry Forsythe
Bobby Fowler
Richard Frasch
Ricky Frederick
Harley E. Fudge
Robert Fyock

Gail Garrett
Steve Garrett
Michael Garrison
Joseph Gebhart
John Geissler III
Harry Glass
Allen Glisson
Charles Glover
Terri Goad
Mike Gosse
Gary Graber
Robert Graeter
Carl Gray
George Greene
Gregory Gruszewski
Jerry Hale
Gary Hall
Renelle Hammitt
Michael Hardy
Marcus Hecht
Dennis Henderson
Kelsey Herrin
Dan Hervig
James Hilton
Jerry Holzschlag
Colin Hopkins
Robert Horst
Michael Howell

William Hubbard
David Hudson
Dewayne Hughes
Jack Hulleman
Harold Hutchins Sr.
Jerry Isenhour
Robert Jachimowicz
Dennis Jaegle
W. Jennings Jr.
Roy Jochimsen
David Johnson
Kirby Johnson
Norm Johnson
Jimm Jones
Bruce Kalblinger
Ben Kaufman
Wesley Kennemer
Benny Kirkpatrick
Wendyl Klein
Scott Kline
Kirk Koechner
John Korn
David Kuehl
Victor La Combe
Mary Larson
William Lawson
John Lettieri
Michael Leverich

Peter Heredia
Don L. Hinchman
Sherri Hinchman
Robb B. Hoffman
Lamar Hoover
James Clark Houston
Andrew J. Hubbard
Edward S. Hubiak Jr.
Roger L. Hummel Jr.
Kavin J. Hunter
Keith A. Hurlbert
Randall D. Johnson
Rhonda Johnson
David L. Joseph
Martin Joseph Jr.
Douglas Kimling
Pamela Knous
Jeffrey P. Krueger
Michael Lakey

Ricky L. Larson
Micky R. Lawson
Robert W. Lengel
Stephen J. Lien
Donald William Jay
Linde
John Howard
Lohrman
Sudo Jack Lojic
Jeffrey J. Martin
Gregory P. Mason
Danny G. McComas
Joseph McCoppin
James B. McDermitt
David Lee McElhaney
Edward R. McIntosh
Beverly McMeans
Gregory D. Meads
Michael Mehner

Kenneth Leydig
Francis Liebenow
Earl Likely Jr.
Thomas Long Sr.
Butch Looney
Rexford Lorrison
Roger Mackbach
Joseph Magee
James Martin
James McGuire
Robert McKinnon
David Mickelson
Dennis Miller
Douglas Miller
Marion Miller
Robert Miller
Densel Mitchell
Jack Monroe
Kenneth Morgan
Sanda Munford
Edward Murray
Joseph Nedoroscik Jr.
Robert Neid
Kevin Nelson
Dennis Neuman
Thuc Nguyen
Lee Nicholson
Michele Norris

Senior Members
Barry C. Adams
Timothy D. Bail
Fred Bauer
Heith L. Beam
Loretta Bevill
Ethan Breiner
James R. Bremer
Gary L. Brown
Thomas Brown
Randal J. Brynak
Carl Bucher
Lee R. Burgett Jr.
Tim G. Burlinski
Miguel A. Bustillos
David Caldwell
Michael R. Calloway
Adrian Cardona
Herb W. Carmean
Lawrence R. Carpenter
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Adrian Clark
Jeff A. Clark
Joseph C. Coghill Jr.
Rowland E. Corbett
Wayne R. Corrigan Sr.
Patrick Czajkowski
Selwyn H. Davis
Scott Delsman
Oneda Dobson
Craig M. Downing
Robert S. Drayne
Wilburn Paul
Driggers
Detoun Dyson
Melvin Russell Edge
John H. Ehrhard
Wesley Erickson
Jesus Espino
Benito E. Espinoza

Dudley Frey
Melissa L. Funte
Ernest Roger Gacht Jr.
Fred M. Girdley Jr.
Lucas R. Givens
William N. Givens
Brigitte Glandien
Cletis Burton Griffith
Todd L. Grim
Brian Grimm
Ginny Gully
Tracy Hammond
Hargis D. Harding Jr.
Mark J. Harkleroad
Kevin Scott Hartley
William Hawkins
Corinne C. Heath
Dennis P. Heath
Rick A. Heinen

Dave T. Mendenhall
Jennifer Mendenhall
James Messner
Stanley J. Meyer
Scott Milstein
Jeffrey D. Mong
Justin D. Mosser
Norm Muellenberg
Misty D. Mutz
Rafael Ontiveros
Juan Pantoja
Randall R. Paul
Anthony Pecora
Ivan Perez
David J. Picou
Andrew C. Potts
Brian Pouk
David Pozel
Jacob Pribble
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Paul Nusbietel
David Olafson
Mark Olson
Roy Osborne
Steven Ott
David Panos
Richard Parzynski
Philip Peachey Sr.
Truoc Pham
Timm Phillips
Mark Pierce
Richard Pineda
Robert Pruitt
Gary Pultz
John Randolph
Gary Reidinger
Bruce Reisinger
Jim Ridder
Richard Rizzolo
Herman Rotton
Donald Salzer
Stephen Saunders
Timothy Scarberry
Bill Schmidt
Frank Schmidt
Donald Schneider
Randy Schroeer
Michael Severson

Dale Prochnow
Bernard Reeves
Ronald R. Reller
Melanie Renfro
Linda L. Robey
Steve Rybicki
Brian J. Sabo
Daniel B. Semmens
Richard Jacob
Seyfang
Lu Ann Shaffer
Neil D. Shaffer
Barry C. Shufford
Thomas D. Stachler
Douglas J. Stairs
Paul D. Stewart
Mark S. Straub
Rickie Strickland
Radney D. Stricklin
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Mark Shaw
Darwin Sherburne
Michael Shiflett
Brett Shipman
Kevin Shirley
Christopher Smith
James Smith
Daniel Snyder
Tom Spurrier
Timothy Staab
Roger Stanislaw
Trella Stanislaw
Richard Steffy
Robert Steidinger
Stephen Stewart
Eldon Stoltenberg
Scott Strangstalien
John Sturgill
Billy Surface
Anthony Swackey
Ralph Sweat
Joseph Switzenberg
Brad Thomas
James Thomas Jr.
Ernest Thompson
Ed Tinkham
Shirley Tolliver
Jeff Torell

Gayla Stucky
Tim W. Sutter
Thomas Thieschafer
Chad T. Turner
Brian Vaughan
Roberto Vazquez
Joel Villasenor
Nicholas Voss
Clyde Wengerd
Travis West
Thomas Williamson
Bruce W. Wolf
Michelle Woodruff
Brian K, Worgull
Ismail Yildirim
Rita Zhao

Daniel D. Troyna
Julia Truver
Michael Turner
Norman Tym
James Upchurch
Eddy Vargas
Frank Varricchio
Wayne Varwig
John Verkaik
Michael Watkins
Lynn Weaver
Patrick Webb
William Weiss
Patrick Welch Sr.
John Wells
Grant Wiescamp
August Wildhaber Jr.
Craig Wilkinson
Darryl Williams
Alfred Wilson
Archie Wilson
Audrey Wright
Earl Wright
Andy Zastrow

A growing list of
members testiﬁes
to the fact that
truckers want to
shape their own
future and are willing
to step up to do so.
For more
information on
becoming a member
of OOIDA, contact us
816-229-5791 or
visit OOIDA.com
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GET THE

GEAR

Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 211,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (60%), small and medium ﬂeets (14%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 447,000

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
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products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
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Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
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LEGAL SERVICES

Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-816-229-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

Coast to Coast Legal Services ............. 93

IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
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20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!
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● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

CPA

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Corporate
Supporter
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Great American Chrome Shop..............91
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to over 211,000
industry
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Call 816-229-5791
to advertise.
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TRUCKER TAX HELP
Accountants & CPA’s who have
worked in the trucking industry
n Corporate & Individual Tax Returns
n All 50 States
n IRS Issues
n Year-Round Tax Advice

Deckmate
LaDDer

A small, portable folding ladder for flatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
n Support bar
n Weighs only 20 lbs.
n Extends to 53 inches
n Folds to 33 inches
n 18-Inches wide
n Anti-skids steps
n Non-pinch hinge
n 400 pounds capacity
n Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com

Our customers say it best:
“I have been driving 18 wheelers for the
past 42 years. I set up my Corporation
and hired Corporate Capital to do all of
my bookkeeping and tax returns for my
business. With them doing my books I
have offset my expenses each year and
pay the minimum in taxes.”
~ Robert Dowdy, Cisco Group, Inc.

Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

NEEDED:

LightSpeed Dispatching offers freight
dispatching to O/Os across the nation.
We will get you TOP DOLLAR
on all freight movements. Call us now.

Ashley Carlson, President/Owner

855-810-4114

2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117

O/Os who want
to make money!
All types of equipment
We will get you paid in all major lanes

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”

www.corpcapinc.com

U.S. Distributor

PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY DISPATCHING SERVICES

LightSpeed

Dispatching

Bus: 703-360-4524
Cell: 703-200-8045
Email: rogerdeansnell@yahoo.com

Taking the hassle out of
dispatching and paperwork
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:
• Find loads
• Complete broker contracts
• Sign rate sheets
• Gather insurance certiﬁcates
• Complete invoicing for O/Os
& small ﬂeet owners
• Provide Big Road Electronic
Log Tracking for O/Os

Save time
and stay
focused on
what you
do best
CONTACT US TODAY

www.maxmilles.com
219-863-1091

Call 816-229-5791 to advertise
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15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudflaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894

Call 816-229-5791
to advertise
JUNE 2018

LAND LINE 91

CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285
Since 1958

Paola, KS

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”

NEW TIRES FOR YOUR RIG?
Lease to Own, Only $49
Delivers to Your Door!
EZ payments, no hard credit check,
90-days no interest.

Apply at danthetireman.com

866-297-5948
DAN THE TIRE MAN
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caplendgroup.com

FINANCING

Let us get to work for you!

YOUR EQUIPMENT

doesn’t have to be

COMPLICATED

1650-A South Enterprise
Springfield, MO 65804

Personalized service
Flexible financing
Behind you 100%

LOANS

417-865-6500 or
866-526-0843

LEASING

FLEXIBILITY

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES

900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

Got a ticket? Fight it!
• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Drop Today – Cash Today
S

/7

NON-RECOURSE CT DEPOSCITARDS SFLO P/APPLICIATTCIOHNECKESS24
V
FACTORING• FREE D•IRFEREE F•UFERLEE T•RAFNREE S•ETFUREE C•RENDO RESERXFactors
Financial
SINCE
1990

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 211,000
industry professionals
Call 816-229-5791 to speak to
an advertising representative.
JUNE 2018

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

Our audited subscriber base
includes owner-operators (53%),
small and medium ﬂeets (19%) and
company drivers (21%). With our
pass-along readership, Land Line
reaches over 460,000 individuals.
As the ofﬁcial publication of
OOIDA, Land Line provides the
trucking industry with sharp insight
into every aspect of trucking. From
legislative and regulatory issues,
to equipment, products, services,
industry
news,
lifestyle
and
proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as
the primary business publication for
professional truckers. Advertising in
Land Line gets results.

made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

Sirius XM 146
LAND LINE 93

&

HOT
STUFF

COOL

SERVICES

A proactive tire adviser at your fingertips
The Commercial Truck Tire Finder from GCR Tires
& Service, a division of Bridgestone Americas Tire
Operations, is a new online tool that allows drivers
to quickly and accurately find the right tire. The tool
provides product-specific and guided search options.
The guided search process is designed for users who
may be less familiar with their tire options. Simply
answer four questions to compare the features and
benefits of the top commercial truck tires. If you
need to view information about a specific tire,
you can also navigate directly to the desired
product page by searching a product name
or tire article number. The GCR Tire Finder is
optimized for desktop and mobile use, so you
can get the information you need regardless of
your location. For more information or to give it
a try, visit GCRTires.com.

Fully active seat
suspension
technology
The technology you’ve come to
know as Bose Ride, now a part of
ClearMotion, provides advanced
motion control
technology
directly into the
seat of your
truck. Several
studies have
linked drivers’
health to the
amount of vibration
they’re exposed
to on an average
workday. The
ClearMotion Ride Seat
isolates the driver from whole body vibration, reducing
back pain, fatigue, and improving the health and
energy levels at the end of a shift. The company claims
that the seat can reduce the amount of whole body
vibration by more than 90 percent and protect drivers
better than any other technology in the market.
For product information and availability, visit
ClearMotion.com/Seat or call 978-652-8111.

The comforts of
home for your truck
Turn your sleeper mattress into a recliner for your
truck! The BunkRite Recliner from Tip Top Design
allows drivers to adjust their bunk into any position
for improved comfort and better rest, just like a
home recliner. BunkRite works with your existing
mattress and can be adjusted to sit up for laptop
work or watching TV, lay completely flat for sleeping,
or anywhere in
between. Simply
slide the inflatable
wedge under
the head of the
mattress, connect
the hose, plug in
the power and
push a button
to adjust the
mattress to any
position. For
more information
and to order, visit
BunkRite.com
or you can call
502-792-7800.

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided by selected
manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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Expand your space
If you spend more time in your rig than your home, you know the value of having
comfortable living space in your sleeper. The In-Wall Truck Slide-Out from Lippert
Components is designed to give you the extra room you need. It is made of lightweight
aircraft aluminum and weighs just a little over 17.5 pounds. The motors and
mechanics of the slide-out are contained entirely within the thickness of the wall
cavity. Intelligent syncing technology continually monitors for safe operation and will
not engage unless the truck’s parking brake is set. If the parking brake is released
while the slide-out is extended, the control box will automatically bring the slide in to
prevent damage during travel. Built-in obstruction-sensing technology stops slide-out
movement if an obstruction is detected. For more information and to locate a dealer, visit
LCI1.com or call 574-537-8900.

More surge power
The Freedom X sine wave inverter line
from Xantrex offers more surge power and
precise electrical power in a rugged package
designed specifically for the trucking industry.
The inverters feature 2X surge power for up
to two seconds for motor loads and converts
DC power into the “cleanest” AC power
available for consistent voltage without spikes
or drops. The UL458-certified Freedom X line
is available in 1,000- and 2,000-watt units
with an optional built-in three-stage battery

charger for traditional and lithium-ion
batteries. Quick-connect terminals make
the inverters easy to install. The sleepermounted display panel provides easy
access to AC, battery current and percent of
inverter output. Improved climate protection
means the inverters provide full output in
temperatures ranging from minus 4 to 104
degrees Fahrenheit. Visit Xantrex.com or
call 800-670-0707 for more information and
to locate a retailer.

The next step in
dash cam tech
The new Drive HD Dash Series
cameras by Cobra feature
an ultrawide 160-degree lens
to record 1296P Super HD
video. Footage is optimized
to minimize glare, offer crystal
clear visibility of license plates,
and provide unparalleled night
time recording. Additional
features include loop recording, GSensor accident
protection, advanced parking mode, auto date/time, and
lane departure and collision warning systems. The Dash
2308, an iRadar enhanced model that adds smartphone
connectivity, provides alerts to upcoming speed and
red-light cameras, live police locations and caution areas

Do you have a
product or service
to be featured?
JUNE 2018

that are continuously updated in real time by other Cobra
iRadar users. The 2308 pulls location and speed data from the
smartphone and embeds it into the video file on the dash cam.
Date, time, and time zone information is also pulled so that
video timestamps are always accurate. For more information
and to order, visit Cobra.com or call 773-889-3087.

If you have a product you would like featured, send a news release
with a photo to Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com.
All featured products are subject to editorial review.
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Truckers, Frito-Lay settle
wage lawsuit for $6.5 million
Class members to receive about $18,000 each
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

A two-year wage lawsuit between a
class of truck drivers and Frito-Lay
will end with a $6.5 million
settlement.
A U.S. District Court judge for the
Northern District of California
granted final approval of the
settlement on May 4.
After the attorneys collect $1.625
million, the 254 class members will
receive an average of $18,376.92,
according to court documents.
The plaintiffs, who include current
and former truck drivers with

The drivers claimed they
were often required to wait
up to two hours or more
for their loads to be ready
without being compensated
for that time.
Frito-Lay, claimed the company
failed to pay minimum wage for all
hours worked or provide meal and
rest breaks. According to the lawsuit,
the truck drivers were paid on a
piece-rate system based on mileage
and the number of cases delivered.
However, the drivers claimed they
were often required to wait up to two
hours or more for their loads to be
ready without being compensated for
that time.
“Defendants do not compensate
plaintiffs for this time waiting for
loads to be dispatched,” the
complaint said. “Further, defendants
do not compensate plaintiffs for time
spent performing necessary job
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duties, including but not limited to
pre-trip and post-trip inspections on
the tractor and trailer, fueling and
washing the tractor and trailer, and
filling out mandatory paperwork,
including hours-of-service logs and
daily vehicle inspection reports.”
The truck drivers also claimed that
Frito-Lay often scheduled them to
work more than five hours per day
without a 30-minute meal break and
more than three-and-a-half hours per
day without a 10-minute break as the
California Labor Code requires.
“Defendants failed to maintain
records required by (the) Labor
Code,” the complaint said.
“Defendants’ pay records issued to
plaintiffs and class members do not
contain the information required by
the California Labor Code.
Additionally, plaintiffs and class
members cannot easily and readily
ascertain the information required
without reference to other documents
and information.”
Frito-Lay argued that its piece-rate
plan was lawful and compensated
class members for all the time they
worked.
The court said the settlement was
fair for both parties.
”In light of the risks and costs of
continued litigation, the immediate
rewards to class members are
preferable,” U.S. Magistrate Judge
Jacqueline Scott Corley wrote. “All
class members will receive an award
on a pro-rata basis based on the
number of weeks worked compared
to the number of weeks worked by
all class members.”
The settlement administrator was
ordered to make disbursements to the
class members within 20 days. LL
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Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
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By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to Mary
Esserman, an EMS
paramedic from Porter,
Ind., who spearheaded
a four-day search for a lost dog
belonging to trucker Lucas
Cardona. The dog, a Dalmatian
named Finn, ran away after
Cardona ﬂipped his truck on the
Indiana Toll Road.
Cardona and Finn weren’t hurt,
but Finn took off running when
rescuers broke out the windshield
of the cab. Esserman, who also
works part time at a local animal
hospital, led the search, which
also involved local agencies and
other members of the community.
Finn and Cardona were reunited
four days later. You have to love a
happy ending.

ROSES to a charity started by
OOIDA member Robert Palm of
Albuquerque, N.M. Back in 1995,
Robert had to recover the body of his
stepbrother and fellow truck driver,
Joey Miller, when he died on the
road. It’s a situation all too common.
Palm also found himself in situations
where he was hospitalized far from
home and felt called to do something
about it.
And so Truckers Final Mile was
born. The charity is designed to
reunite truck drivers and their families
in the event of death or a serious
injury or illness. Palm estimates it has
helped more than 100 truckers and
their families. In some cases he’s
had to get drivers to homes as far
away as Brazil and Poland.
You couldn’t really ask for a
more noble cause when it comes
to truck drivers. And it’s all done
using nothing but volunteers and
donations. If you want to help
out, you can go to the website,
TruckersFinalMile.org. And if you
need assistance yourself, you can
call 888-857-7871.

RAZZBERRIES for a company
called Presidential Moving out
of Arlington, Texas, which was
placed out of service in March
after investigators discovered
256 violations during one
compliance review and more
than 80 complaints filed in
five months of operation.
Yikes. Some of those
violations included contracting
to unauthorized shippers
and demanding more money
than was originally agreed
to from their customers. The
company had nearly 150
complaints filed against it.
And that’s just the tip of the
iceberg. Investigators believe that
Presidential Moving was just the
latest reincarnation of at least nine
other motor carriers including
National Moving and Storage,
Family Logistics and Public Moving
Services. The list goes on and on.
And all of those other companies
are either unauthorized or have
been placed out of service. And the
same person – Andrey Shulklin –
was listed as the owner.
ROSES to Rep. Brian Babin of
Texas for once again standing
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up for truck drivers everywhere.
After leading the charge in
trying to get the ELD mandate
repealed last year, Babin this year
has introduced a bill aimed at
reforming at least part of the hoursof-service regulations.
The REST Act – HR 5417 – would
allow drivers to pause the 14-hour
on-duty clock for up to three hours
once per duty period. It also would
eliminate the dreaded mandatory
30-minute rest break.
It may not be the complete
rewrite that the hours-of-service
regs need, but it’s definitely
a step in the right direction
in giving truckers some relief
and ﬂexibility when it comes
to planning their day.
So ROSES and a big, Texassized thank you to Rep. Babin.
Here’s hoping more members
of Congress follow your lead
and get on board with this
important legislation.

RAZZBERRIES to the
FMCSA for pushing
back the compliance
date on a rule that
would have eliminated
the need for drivers to carry
their medical cards. The
rule requires the FMCSA
to transmit drivers’ medical
info to the state licensing
agencies, but because of the
security breach the National
Registry of Certiﬁed Medical
Examiners website suffered
on Dec. 1, the agency said
it wouldn’t be able to begin
transmitting the information
by the June 22 deadline.
So what’s the new deadline?
June 22 – of 2021. So it’s going
to take them three years to be
ready. Given the way they’ve
handled this security breach
and the backlog it must be
creating, we’d be surprised if
they were ready that soon. LL
JUNE 2018

JUNE 2018

LAND LINE 99

100 LAND LINE

JUNE 2018

