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Hope, hoops and a Happy Hamster
It’s been an interesting few months.
That’s probably the most
understated, benign statement that
has come out of my mouth or been
written by me in a long time.
But it’s the nicest thing I can say.
Truth is, we are at a crossroads and
people are choosing very different
paths. Some are screaming their
heads off and being contrary to
almost everything put on the table.
Others, like our parent company
OOIDA, are sitting calmly at
the table with their history and

Truck drivers did not
get saddled with this
current HOS situation
overnight. And it won’t
be solved overnight.
understanding of the system and
finding workable solutions.
Workable is a fun word. I work
with words. Many can view
“workable” as … well, weak.
Truth is, it’s a powerful and smart
word. It’s a powerful and smart
position when in negotiations. It is a
powerful and smart stance when in
combat. It’s what, simply, wins.
Brute force and combative tactics
are not the path to resolution. They
are noisemakers. They are posturing.
We are way past posturing here
at OOIDA. We are an established
force. We have been there and done
that. We know, bluntly, how the
game is played.
Many moons ago I was a
point guard running the floor in
basketball. Through junior high,
high school and some college, I
knew where everyone was on the
10 LAND LINE

floor. I knew what their job was,
what their objective was. I knew
before they knew. And I planned
accordingly.
That’s politics as much as it’s
basketball.
Strategy. And strategy involves
workable solutions.
It speaks volumes to how OOIDA
operates. To how Rep. Brian Babin,
R-Texas, operates.
HOS reform has to happen.
Truck drivers did not get saddled
with this current situation overnight.
And it won’t be solved overnight.
It’s kind of like a diet. You didn’t
gain 30 pounds in a day. It’s not
going to go away that fast.
It’s important to understand the
process. And lordy, I hope you, our
cherished readers, have a better
grasp of that than the uneducated
masses.
Now is the time to learn more
about what has gone on. Who is
accountable? What can you, the
truckers, do about it?
Your primer starts on Page 18. Our
new staff writer, Wendy Parker, lays
it out in glorious detail. What do you
need to do? It’s all right there.
Once you read it, it is my greatest
hope that you really do remember
in November.
Business is business, though. And,
heaven forbid truckers have some
fun doing it.
The Mid-America Trucking Show
is one place where the two worlds
of business and fun collide. It’s the
embodiment of where truckers are
the star of the show. Everyone is
lined up, a million square feet of
vendors wooing you. The actual
driver in the truck.
While there are 70,000 plus who

make it there, plenty more wish
they could have. We reinvented our
MATS coverage this year. Digital
Content Editor Greg Grisolano
put on his air traffic control hat
and directed an interactive MATS
experience for our online readers.
Thanks to ToughTested, we were
powered up and sent forth to bring
you a virtual experience of the
show.
On Page 46 you’ll start seeing
highlights from that experience.
Want to peek and catch up? We’ll
have a link in the digital edition of
Land Line. You can subscribe for
free online at LandLineMag.com.
As an editor, I can’t tell you how
you really have to read this issue
cover-to-cover.
Tyson Fisher brings you an article
about OOIDA sticking it to the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission
on Page 40. Once you’re done there,
see everything the state legislatures
are up to. Keith Goble is a oneman show here, and no one else
does it better. It all starts on Page
28. Contributing Editor-at-Large
John Bendel envisions the future of
autonomous trucking. It’s not what
you expect. Page 62
One-man show? How about a
traveling hamster? Kia doesn’t
have squat on “Red the Happy
Hamster.” Our Contributing Field
Editor Suzanne Stempinski has been
field testing all the new stuff from
Daimler, Paccar and Volvo. (Wish
you had her job?) Page 70.
Life is not all doom and gloom
and yelling, people. It takes work. It
takes education. From the gang here
at Land Line, we hope to feed the
complicated trucker mind you all
possess. LL
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Commentary
Why the 14-hour clock rule
is the most dangerous of them all

Guest columnist
Dean Croke
CHIEF ANALYTICS
OFFICER FOR
FREIGHTWAVES

If we start with the premise that a
commercial driver can be both 100
percent compliant with hours-of-service
regulations and sound asleep at the wheel
simultaneously, then we have a starting
point for healthy debate as requested
by OOIDA in its recent petition to the
FMCSA.
To suggest otherwise and imply

We’re not asking drivers to do more
hours per day, just the flexibility to
construct those hours in a way that
allows for sleep when they’re tired and
driving when they’re wide awake.
compliance to unsafe regulations equates to safety is
misleading at best and downright dangerous at worst.
Why so? Well, we ask drivers to be safe, yet we don’t
equip them with either the opportunity or skills to do so.

And by skills, I mean those required to deal with constant
sleep deprivation caused by inconsistent trip start/end
times and those impossible 10-hour breaks that occur
after sunrise. Studies show that after sunrise, when the
body clock’s sleep/wake cycle is triggered by blue light,
a 10-hour break will yield at best four to four and a half
hours of sleep and poor-quality sleep at that.
Adding flexibility to the way rest breaks are constructed
over a 24-hour period is key. It is why an exemption to the
14-hour clock rule with a clock-stopping break is not only
a great idea, but it has to be considered if improved road
safety is truly a desired outcome. We’re not asking drivers
to do more hours per day, just the flexibility to construct
those hours in a way that allows for sleep when they’re
tired and driving when they’re wide awake.
One could even argue we’re regulating the wrong thing.
We should be regulating sleep and not hours worked since
sleep drives human performance far more than skills,
experience and training.
The idea that by regulating hours worked we somehow
magically ensure drivers are well rested for the next
shift is completely flawed. Even mandating a 10-hour

The wisdom of ex-ATA honcho Tom Donohue

John Bendel
CONTRIBUTING
EDITOR-AT-LARGE

Do we all need ELDs?
Not according to the
ATA.
“If we’re safe, if we
do the maintenance,
if we do the safety

How much are they out
of compliance? Are they
out of compliance 20
minutes or half an hour?
Are they out of compliance
because of a snow storm?
… Who knows?
training, if we don’t have a lot of
accidents, then we ought to have
some flexibility.”
Sound familiar? That’s pretty much
12 LAND LINE

OOIDA’s case in its request that safe
small fleets and owner-operators be
exempted from the ELD rule.
But that statement was not from
OOIDA. It was from the president
and chief operating officer of the
American Trucking Associations,
Tom Donohue – 22 years ago.
On a mild August day in 1996, I
interviewed Donohue in his office
for Heavy Duty Trucking magazine.
They’re his words, not mine.
Now at 80, Donohue is CEO of the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Believe
me, Tom Donohue is not now and
was not then a friend of workers or
small-business truckers.
In the summer of 1996, the hours
of service adopted in 1937 had finally
become a serious issue. Change
would not come for another seven

years, but the issue was alive in
the halls of Congress, and lots of
sleep research was underway and so
was research into on-board service
recorders, a precursor to the ELD.
The Federal Highway
Administration was running such
a study with the cooperation of the
National Private Truck Council.
The agency had invited the ATA to
participate, but ATA had declined. I
asked Donohue why.
“They might suck us into that study
in such a way that we would find it
more difficult to vigorously oppose
onboard recorders,” he responded.
“I’m saying anybody who wants to
(install recorders), fine. But I don’t
want to get into a mandatory deal.
The reasons I would not jump up
tomorrow in support of hours-ofMAY 2018
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continuous break is questionable since most humans only
need six to seven and a half hours of sleep per day to be
fully functional, so exemptions to the 14-hour clock rule
and allowing off-duty rest/sleep time to be spread across the
24-hour day makes complete sense.
Drivers aren’t robots, and one size doesn’t fit all, so in the
absence of flexibility, wide-awake drivers will be attempting
to sleep in rest-stops on 10-hour breaks during the day, and
tired drivers will be always on the road and on occasions
sound asleep at the wheel – but they’ll be compliant.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m supportive of most HOS changes
since 2004 to better align a driver’s workday with the
24-hour rising and setting of the sun (11 hours driving, three
nondriving and 10 hours off), but it’s the 14-hour clock rule
that’s the most egregious and why the OOIDA petition is so
important.
Having been an over-the-road driver and used both
electronic logs and paper logs, I knew that log compliance
had nothing to do with my safety. So in 2006 I began a fiveyear study of accident rates of fleets using both types of
logs to prove my theory, i.e. that being compliant to unsafe
regulations won’t make you a safer driver; in fact it will
make you worse.
Using a publicly available data set in 2007 from the
FMCSA SAFER system recording DOT-recordable
accidents, I studied 30 truckload carriers who ran close to
12 billion miles annually and in 2007 observed that fleets
on paper logs recorded a 30 percent lower DOT recordable
accident rate. Fast forward to 2011 and the fleets that had

converted from paper to electronic logs had almost the same
DOT-recordable accident rate. In more recent years I’ve
studied thousands of accidents from fleets with electronic
logs – the findings are the same: drivers still fall asleep
at the wheel even though they’re compliant with HOS
regulations.
It’s not the regulations that drive safety. It’s allowing
drivers to listen to their bodies and sleep when they’re tired
and drive when they’re awake. LL
Dean Croke is chief analytics officer for FreightWaves. Prior to joining
FreightWaves Dean was vice president of data products at Spireon. He
also ran Lancer’s long-haul truck insurance business after spending many
years as vice president of Omnitracs Analytics. Dean has 35 years of
experience in data analytics. He still holds a CDL and has driven more
than 2 million miles.

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
service devices? No. 1, a whole
lot of people don’t need it, and
the government doesn’t know
how to do anything other than
with a broad brush. Why spend
the money? It takes away all
our options to be helpful to our
members.”
He has never been one of
my favorite people, but that
day in August 1996 Donohue
described what is probably
the worst problem with the
devices.
“The bottom line is when
you go to an absolutely finite
system where the guy goes
over 28 minutes, he’s out of
compliance. If he goes over
two minutes, he’s out of
compliance. The government,
MAY 2018

if you have the wrong guy,
can write him for being out
of compliance, and the media
will say that 47 percent of the
trucks are out of compliance,”
Donohue explained.
“How much are they out
of compliance? Are they out
of compliance 20 minutes or
half an hour? Are they out
of compliance because of a
snow storm? Are they out of
compliance because when they
went to deliver at Ford Motor
for just-in-time inventory and
had to wait an extra hour? Who
knows?”
Who knows, indeed, Mr.
Donohue, and the problem now
is that the ELD enforcement
community doesn’t care. LL

MAY 27, 1977
“Smokey and the Bandit” starring Burt Reynolds,
Jackie Gleason, Sally Field and Jerry Reed
premiered. The trucking classic started with a
budget of $4.3 million but went on to gross $300
million worldwide. “Star Wars” was the only movie in
1977 to gross more at the box office than “Smokey
and the Bandit.”
MAY 11, 2005
President George W. Bush signed into law the REAL
ID Act of 2005, which aimed to establish standards
for driver’s licenses and other identification
documents.
MAY 2, 2007
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association announced that it reached an $8
million class action settlement in two nationwide
cases against Allied Van Lines and North American
Van Lines. The lawsuits alleged that Allied and
North American had failed to implement leases
that complied with the compensation disclosure
provisions of the federal Truth-in-Leasing regulations.
Under the terms of the settlement, Allied and
North American agreed to pay $8 million to owneroperators in the class over a period of two years.
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THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF OOIDA

Wendy Parker joins
Land Line editorial staff
Land Line Magazine Managing Editor
Jami Jones has announced the addition
of Wendy Parker to the editorial team.
“We are excited to have Wendy come
on board,” Jones said. “Her unique
writing style and unbridled passion for
fighting for the rights of all truckers makes
her a perfect addition to the Land Line
Wendy Parker
team.”
Parker’s journey to joining the Land
Line staff started six years ago, when she says she “lost my
mind and decided to climb inside my husband’s big truck to
travel with him as an over-the road, long-haul trucker.”
Because not all in the family were confident in her decision
to join her husband, George, on the road, she decided to
chronicle their adventures in her blog titled The George and
Wendy Show.
Her clever and insightful writing landed her a gig with
Overdrive Magazine, produced two books, and eventually led
her here, to Land Line.
In addition to her humor, wit and sarcasm, Parker’s work on
the pages of Land Line and on LandLineMag.com, also will
feature her investigative reporting and analysis of political and
regulatory issues facing truck drivers.
“Readers will still see the Wendy Parker writing they’ve loved
over the years, but they will also see so much more in her
hard-hitting analysis of current issues. Our goal is to broaden
the education Land Line delivers to our readers, further
empowering them to be the advocate for themselves to make
trucking better for everyone,” Jones said. LL
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OOIDA Truck Insurance
Great rates.
Outstanding service.
)ULHQGO\IDVWHIILFLHQWVHUYLFH
IRUWKHEXV\RZQHURSHUDWRU

At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. <RXDUHRXU PLVVLRQ
For more than 45 years, OOIDA has been
dedicated to developing a comprehensive range
of insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
226,LVDOVRFRPPLWWHGWRSURYLGLQJ
RXWVWDQGLQJIULHQGO\FXVWRPHU VHUYLFHDQG
IDVWWXUQDURXQG
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy
is bound.
Call OOSI at  and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
ZZZRRLGDWUXFNLQVXUDQFHFRP
'LVFRXQWVDQGSUHPLXPVVXEMHFWWRXQGHUZULWLQJJXLGHOLQHVDQGYHULILFDWLRQRILQIRUPDWLRQ
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OOIDA’s on the right track
with hours-of-service reform
I have been pulling a reefer for a long time. I have
endured tons of abuse from shippers and receivers,
hauling food products. Although I oppose ELDs,
there have been some positive results from the
mandate. I am able to get plenty of sleep now,
with the strictness of having to use electronic
monitoring. For the most part, the shippers and
receivers that I mostly service have been accepting
of slower transit times. The big box stores,
distribution centers, are still problematic.
The culture in the trucking industry has needed
to be changed. It has been broken for decades.
I rode with my father in the early ’70s hauling
swinging meat from Logansport, Ind., to New
England. I haul boxed and raw meat out of the
same plant that he hauled swinging meat from.
OOIDA is on the right track now, with trying to
get the hours-of-service rules changed. They have
never been workable. They were put in place in
1935 as labor rules.
Some of the rates with shippers that I haul for
have been able to be raised some since the ELD
mandate. They still need to pay more for trucking
service. A lot more.
Steven Watt
Lafayette, Ind.
ELDs are no substitute for common sense
ELDs – or “eliminate logical driving” devices, as
I like to refer to them – are seen as the be-all, endall to driver safety. We as an industry have been
had.
There is no substitute for common sense and
these egg-timer devices are counter to most of
what passed for that until recently. I don’t have the
answer, except to say that the lack of flexibility is
costing us unknown dollars in lost productivity,
our drivers feel more stress, and the best laid
plans (to borrow from Robert Burns, the poet) of
dispatchers and drivers often go awry.
So service suffers in the name of 30-minute
breaks and wakeful hours staring out the
windshield in truck stops or rest areas waiting for
a full 10.
Henry Niles,
Kingdom City, Mo.
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Ready or not, ELD enforcement
begins April 1
I’ve been using an ELD for a month now. Nothing
makes me feel more rushed than watching a clock
countdown and telling me when I have to rest. Overstepping
government needs to be stopped.
Cole A. Curtis
I’m not safer ... my job is nothing but a big race, full of stress!
Doug England
I miss the days of the ICC.

Tim Sharp
We are on the third self-certified device and it does not work
properly. FMCSA needs to put this on hold and test these
devices themselves. One device in particular shut my truck
off while driving down the road in rush hour traffic, with no
shoulder to safely be parked.
Tammy Henshaw Church
Pilot Flying J wants input
on parking directly from drivers
They can start by getting rid of 95 percent of the reserve
parking. Two, keeping the campers out of the truck parking
lot. Three, an area for bob-tail parking only.
Thomas Yacko
Can’t have enough parking, plain and simple.

Bill Wetter
I love the paid parking. We don’t usually run late at night but
sometimes it unavoidable. It’s nice to know that we have a
spot when we get there.
Vania Kay

Trucking company seeks five-year exemption
from ELDs for high-security loads
Well, I need a five-year exemption because my dispatcher is
an idiot.
Carsten Schlack
Apply e-logs to everyone or forget the whole thing. They
wanted this mess, now they get to deal with it. We tried to
tell them to leave us alone, but they wouldn’t listen.
Buddy Dyer
There should be no exceptions, especially if they haul
government loads. They should be first to have to comply.
Esther O’Brien
A death blow to Uber’s driverless project?
I’ve got a truck with all sorts of sensors on it. They regularly
fail. I have a cellphone that loses signal or has a weak one.
I have all these things, and they fail. I don’t own nor have I
ever owned anything electronic that at one point hasn’t failed.
Fail-proof technology doesn’t exist and probably never will.
Jonn Organ
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
Fatalities haven’t stopped the reps of the ATA. Why
would it affect any other big company?
Rick Blaver

Land Line offers polls on its website at LandLineMag.com
to gauge truckers’ opinions on issues of interest. Here are
some recent polls and their results.

I’ll never, ever support hauling loads for Uber, and you
drivers shouldn’t too. I see their load postings all the
time. Why support someone that’s trying to remove truck
drivers?
Jake

Have you ever had a
dispute over a sign-on bonus?

Utah law forbids ticket quotas
So they won’t call them “quotas” anymore. Instead they
will call them “contacts” like Indiana does.
Marc Guido
Is MirrorEye the blind back-in solution?
Seriously, what’s the advantage? Can’t anyone glance at
an actual mirror? What about failure of the camera? Dirt,
road salts obscuring the lens?
Frank Lee
Mega carriers need these because their drivers keep
busting them and CB radios are obsolete.
Albert Ratcliffe
I could see this being beneficial using it with and not
replacing the normal mirror.
Bob A.
Truck parking situation – March 2018
I can see with ELD law there are going to be big issues
with truck parking availability. Now I wonder what
happens when the ELD says you’re done for 10, and a
cop tells you to move?
Palladini
The bogus “toll-the-interstates” solution
Make America Great Again – Toll the hell out of citizens
and let Russia and China own the highway system!
Lee
The only reason tolls are being considered is the lack of
gonadal material in Congress. If the federal fuel tax rates
were adjusted for a generation-worth of inflation, the
highway funds would be a LOT healthier.
James C. Walker, National Motorists Association
California lawmaker renews effort
to adopt new CDL training requirements
Class A should be at a minimum of 500 hours behind the
wheel in all driving terrain, driving, not watching. Not a
simulator, not talking about it… They need to learn a 6
percent grade at least 5 miles long. They need to learn
how to drive in heavy traffic at highway speeds. They
need to learn how to drive a two-lane. They need to
understand just how far a truck travels when braking,
and just how a truck reacts in bad weather or the wind.
Jeff Pearson
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Have gotten a bonus, never a problem ..................26%
Yeah, I have had a dispute over one ......................14%
Never signed on where they were offered ..............60%

Which of these are the biggest deal-breakers
when it comes to choosing a truck stop?
Washrooms available 24/7, year-round .................... 9%
Being able to park for 8-12 hours, year-round .......29%
Being able to park without a fee ............................47%
Acceptable restaurants .........................................15%

In your opinion, should receiving
facilities play a greater role in providing
truck parking?
Yes ......................................................................88%
No .......................................................................... 5%
I am on the fence on this......................................... 7%

The Highway Trust Fund needs a new
funding mechanism. Pick your preference.
Toll roads .............................................................16%
Increase gas and diesel taxes ...............................53%
Vehicle miles traveled tax .....................................31%

Daylight saving time kicked in Sunday,
March 11. Some states are considering
changes to the time change. What would
you prefer?
Adopt daylight saving time all the time ..................40%
Stay on standard time all year long .......................46%
I favor the status quo, changing clocks in
the spring and fall .............................................14%

Did the change to daylight saving
time affect how your ELD functioned?
Yes, it went wacky ................................................... 9%
Noticed nothing out of the ordinary .......................45%
Forget the time change, it does not work anyway ..19%
Still do not have an ELD .......................................27%
Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click
in one of the circles to indicate the answer that best ﬁts your
opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you upto-date results, with your opinion included.
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Remember
in November
Your lawmakers work for you.

By Wendy Parker, staff writer

R

emember back in 2015, when
Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, and
Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C.,
got together with a few of their friends to
form the House Freedom Caucus?
Let’s refresh memories for those
unaffiliated and sort out a few lies for
those who are.
The House Freedom Caucus was
formed by a “smaller, more cohesive,
more agile and more active” group of
nine conservative congressmen. Founders
set as a criterion for new members a
willingness to vote against the speaker
of the House on legislation the group
opposed regardless of partisan nature.
Late in 2016, members of the
caucus composed a list of 232 federal
regulations deemed overbearing enough
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to throw out. They presented the list to
a president who was newly elected with
significant support from truck drivers.
Trucking made the list with the thenlooming ELD mandate. Speed limiters
were also on the list.
Meadows made public statements
that he understood the dramatic impact
federal regulations can have on small
trucking operations.
The ELD mandate and speed
limiters were officially on radar as
“overregulation.” The House Freedom
Caucus promised to rid small-business
trucking of both. The president promised
“twofers,” erasing two old regulations
for every one newly implemented. It
all sounded great for trucking from the
horse-and-pony show in D.C.
Of course, we know now that’s not
how things actually worked out.

Photo by Ryan Bowley

But have they had your back on trucking-related
legislation? If not, you have the final say on who
still has a job after the November midterm election.
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2017 clipped along, and the
electronic logging mandate was still
on the books.
Truckers were left at the curb,
wondering what the hell happened to
all the people who promised to help
them. The ELD mandate enforcement
date continued to draw closer.
In comes Rep. Brian Babin R-Texas,
one of the few representatives who
actually stuck to their guns on
protecting small-business trucking.
In August 2017, Babin proposed
an amendment to the Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development
appropriations bill that specifically put
forth a delay to the electronic logging
mandate, which was due to go into
effect in December.
The same mandate that Jim Jordan
and Mark Meadows led the Freedom
Caucus to identify as needing
repealed. That proved just lip service
by the pair. Because when it came
down to a vote, they flaked out.
The mandate also prompted Rep.
Rick Crawford, R-Ark., and Rep.
Bruce Westerman, R-Ark., to speak on
the floor of the House against delaying
the ELD mandate and urged their
party-aligned brothers and sisters to do
so. They did so in spite of the fact that
some of their largest campaign funders
strongly suggested delaying it.
Let’s insert here that just over
$100,000 in 2017-18 campaign
funding for Crawford was attributed to
crop production and basic processing.
The Ag Retailers Association was
one of 30 professional associations
that urged representatives to vote for
delay of the December deadline. They
warned of grave implications for small
business agricultural trucking.
You would think Crawford,
who claims in his government
bio to have a “professional career
primarily focused on agriculture,”
might listen to professional
agricultural retail associations.
According to the 2004 Arkansas
State Agricultural Overview produced
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
farmland covers approximately
MAY 2018

36 percent of Arkansas. Livestock
products add up to about 63 percent of
the state’s agricultural revenue. About
37 percent of the state’s production is
in crops.
How does it make sense for
Crawford and Westerman to vote
so overwhelmingly against smallbusiness trucking in their state?
It doesn’t, unless you were
invited to the fancy ATA fundraising
luncheon, honoring both
representatives for their support
of electronic logging mandates.
It also doesn’t make sense that
Jordan, Meadows and two other
members of House Freedom Caucus,
along with Crawford, Westerman and
240 members of the House, voted
against delaying the ELD mandate.

Did your lawmaker
vote against delaying
the ELD mandate?

40-60 percent of “We the People”
turn out for elections? The age
old cop-out of “my vote doesn’t
count” comes up frequently, along
with “it doesn’t matter because
elected officials do whatever they
want, regardless of my vote.”
Guess what, folks? Your vote
does count. And your voice matters.
Those of you who aren’t voting, and
speaking out to the representatives
who made promises they haven’t kept,
are part of the problem.

Make sure you
have your say.
Registering to vote is
easy. USA.gov has set up
a website, Vote.gov, that
can help you navigate
what you need to do
depending on your state.

Find out on Page 21

Not only did these representatives vote
to push forward with the burdensome
ELD mandate, they thought it was
important enough to get up in the
middle of the night, return to the
House, and vote “no.”
The fabulous four mentioned by
name aren’t the only lawmakers
who failed truckers. A great majority
of the very same lawmakers who
rallied support last campaign
season used them up and left
them sitting at the curb.
That’s where you come in.
Lawmakers have a chance to redeem
themselves on trucking issues before
the next election. Babin is at it again,
leading the charge to reform the hoursof-service regulations with HR5417
– the REST Act. (See related article on
Page 22.) And try as he might, he can’t
pass this legislation alone. He needs
support in the form of votes.
Voting is as intrinsic to being
an American as apple pie and the
Fourth of July. Why then, do only

vote.gov
Like any other right, voting comes
with responsibility. You don’t just
get to stick a sign in your yard every
four years, and bash the other side
on Facebook. That’s not how this is
supposed to work.
Presidential elections are the
Super Bowl of voting. It’s definitely
important but has much less impact
on your everyday life than smaller,
less-attended state and local elections.
The playoffs of politics are where
champions are made. Every single
vote counts, and it’s our responsibility
to cast those votes.
So you voted. Your choice of
candidate won. They were your choice
because you did the responsible voter
thing by researching beyond what
Cleatus said about them on Twitter.
You were drawn to a candidate who
Continued on Page 20
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Remember in November

From Page 19

Follow
the money.

Keeping
tabs.

Keep in
contact.

Are you curious who is
paying into the campaign
funds for your lawmaker?
You should be. Check out
OpenSecrets.org. It can
tell you a lot about how
their vote is going to go
on many issues.

Knowing how your
lawmaker votes on
trucking – and other
issues near and dear
to your life – is also
important and not
terribly difficult. Both
Ballotpedia.org and
Countable.us makes it
easy to keep track of who
does, and who doesn’t,
have your best interest
at heart.

This is easier than you
think. Just call the Capitol
switchboard at 202-2243121 and give them your
ZIP code. If you’re calling
about trucking issues,
be sure to ask for your
lawmaker’s transportation
legislative assistant.
They are your direct line
to your lawmaker on
transportation issues.
Keep calling, and build
a relationship. It can lead
to a phone call or face
time with your lawmaker
on an issue that matters
most to you.

professed a love for agriculture or
small business. A “champion for
the middle class family.” Maybe
someone who “fights for the rights
of consumers” or “understands
the problems of the working-class
family.”
Any one of these phrases can be
found in most government bios. It
doesn’t matter which large partisan
animal is associated. The zoo tells
filthy lies. And representatives don’t
always come through with their
campaign promises.
Here’s where the “it doesn’t
matter because the elected officials
do whatever they want, regardless of
my vote” thing comes into play.
Would you let an employee drive
the hell out of your truck? After they
promised they’d take care of it, and
professed their love for trucking?
I don’t think anyone in their right
mind would. You’d fire them. You
wouldn’t say, “Well, I don’t have
another driver, so I’ll just let them
do whatever they want.” No sir, no
ma’am. That’s not how this works.
You have a responsibility to yourself
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and the others sharing roads.
According to information listed on
Ballotopedia, 477 seats in the U.S.
Congress (35 Senate seats and all
435 House seats) are up for election
on Nov. 6.
Of those 477 seats, 235 of those
representatives voted directly against
small-business trucking by casting
“no” votes on Babin’s amendment
to delay the ELD mandate. Of those
235 representatives, more than
two-thirds have either a personal
background in small-business,
agriculture, or consumer safety. The
phrase, “advocate for middle class
working families,” repeats, time and
time again.
Clearly, something isn’t adding
up. Either these representatives
are flat-out lying in their personal
statements, or they aren’t informed

about what they’re voting on. It’s
also evident that a lot of votes are
cast strictly by party line, which is a
lazy way for anyone to vote.
Lawmakers work for U.S. citizens.
Your vote is their performance
report as an employee. Treat them
as such. Respect, education and
open communication foster the best
employees.
The trucking vote is up for grabs
in November, and your vote counts.
So it is your duty to know who you
are voting for, or against.
Do your job as an informed voter.
Use the tools provided to see if
your representative voted against
trucking. Let them know you expect
them to support and co-sponsor
HR5417. If they don’t, you’ll
remember in November. LL
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Who voted against
delaying the ELD mandate?
These lawmakers, listed alphabetically by state, voted against Rep. Brian Babin’s
amendment to the THUD appropriations bill to delay the electronic logging mandate.
Rep. Robert Aderholt, R-Ala.
Rep. Martha Roby, R-Ala.
Rep. Terri A. Sewell, D-Ala.
Rep. Don Young, R-Alaska
Rep. Andy Biggs, R-Ariz.
Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz.
Rep. Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz.
Rep. Martha McSally, R-Ariz.
(running for Senate)
Rep. Tom O’Halleran, D-Ariz.
Rep. David Schweikert, R-Ariz.
Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz.
(running for Senate)
Rep. Rick Crawford, R-Ark.
Rep. French Hill, R-Ark.
Rep. Bruce Westerman, R-Ark.
Rep. Steve Womack, R-Ark.
Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif.
Rep. Nanette Barragán, D-Calif.
Rep. Karen Bass, D-Calif.
Rep. Ami Bera, D-Calif.
Rep. Julia Brownley, D-Calif.
Rep. Salud Carbajal, D-Calif.
Rep. Tony Cárdenas, D-Calif.
Rep. Judy Chu, D-Calif.
Rep. J. Luis Correa, D-Calif.
Rep. Susan Davis, D-Calif.
Rep. Jeff Denham, R-Calif.
Rep. Mark DeSaulnier, D-Calif.
Rep. Anna G. Eshoo, D-Calif.
Rep. Jimmy Gomez, D-Calif.
Rep. Ro Khanna, D-Calif.
Rep. Steve Knight, R-Calif.
Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif.
Rep. Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif.
Rep. Alan Lowenthal, D-Calif.
Rep. Doris O. Matsui, D-Calif.
Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif.
Rep. Jerry McNerney, D-Calif.
Rep. Grace Napolitano, D-Calif.
Rep. Jimmy Panetta, D-Calif.
Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.
Rep. Scott Peters, D-Calif.
Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard, D-Calif.
Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-Calif.
Rep. Linda Sánchez, D-Calif.
Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif.
Rep. Brad Sherman, D-Calif.
Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif.
Rep. Eric Swalwell, D-Calif.
Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif.
Rep. Mike Thompson, D-Calif.
Rep. Norma Torres, D-Calif.
Rep. Juan Vargas, D-Calif.
Rep. Maxine Waters, D-Calif.
Rep. Ed Perlmutter, D-Colo.
Rep. Joe Courtney, D-Conn.
Rep. Rosa L. DeLauro, D-Conn.
Rep. Elizabeth Esty, D-Conn. (retired)
Rep. Jim Himes, D-Conn.
Rep. John B. Larson, D-Conn.
Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester, D-Del.
Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-Fla.
Rep. Kathy Castor, D-Fla.
Rep. Charlie Crist, D-Fla.

Rep. Ted Deutch, D-Fla.
Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Fla.
Rep. Lois Frankel, D-Fla.
Rep. Alcee L. Hastings, D-Fla.
Rep. Al Lawson, D-Fla.
Rep. Brian Mast, R-Fla.
Rep. Stephanie Murphy, D-Fla.
Rep. John Rutherford, R-Fla.
Rep. Darren Soto, D-Fla.
Rep. Frederica Wilson, D-Fla.
Rep. Sanford D. Bishop Jr., D-Ga.
Rep. Buddy Carter, R-Ga.
Rep. Jody Hice, R-Ga.
Rep. Henry C. “Hank” Jr. Johnson, D-Ga.
Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga.
Rep. David Scott, D-Ga.
Rep. Robert Woodall, R-Ga.
Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, D-Hawaii
Rep. Colleen Hanabusa, D-Hawaii
(running for governor)
Rep. Mike Simpson, R-Idaho
Rep. Cheri Bustos, D-Ill.
Rep. Danny K. Davis, D-Ill.
Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Ill.
Rep. Bill Foster, D-Ill.
Rep. Luis Gutierrez, D-Ill. (retired)
Rep. Robin Kelly, D-Ill.
Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill.
Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi, D-Ill.
Rep. Daniel Lipinski, D-Ill.
Rep. Mike Quigley, D-Ill.
Rep. Peter J. Roskam, R-Ill.
Rep. Bobby L. Rush, D-Ill.
Rep. Jan Schakowsky, D-Ill.
Rep. Bradley Schneider, D-Ill.
Rep. Susan W. Brooks, R-Ind.
Rep. Larry Bucshon, R-Ind.
Rep. André Carson, D-Ind.
Rep. Luke Messer, R-Ind.
(running for Senate)
Rep. Peter Visclosky, D-Ind.
Rep. David Loebsack, D-Iowa
Rep. John A. Yarmuth, D-Ky.
Rep. Cedric Richmond, D-La.
Rep. Chellie Pingree, D-Maine
Rep. Michael E. Capuano, D-Mass.
Rep. Katherine Clark, D-Mass.
Rep. William Keating, D-Mass.
Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy III, D-Mass.
Rep. Stephen F. Lynch, D-Mass.
Rep. James McGovern, D-Mass.
Rep. Seth Moulton, D-Mass.
Rep. Richard E. Neal, D-Mass.
Rep. Niki Tsongas, D-Mass. (retired)
Rep. Anthony Brown, D-Md.
Rep. John Delaney, D-Md.
(running for president)
Rep. Steny H. Hoyer, D-Md.
Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md.
Rep. C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger, D-Md.
Rep. John P. Sarbanes, D-Md.
Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich. (resigned)
Rep. Debbie Dingell, D-Mich.
Rep. Daniel Kildee, D-Mich.
Rep. Brenda Lawrence, D-Mich.

Rep. Sander Levin, D-Mich. (retired)
Rep. Paul Mitchell, R-Mich.
Rep. Dave Trott, R-Mich. (retired)
Rep. Fred Upton, R-Mich.
Rep. Tim Walberg, R-Mich.
Rep. Keith Ellison, D-Minn.
Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Minn.
Rep. Betty McCollum, D-Minn.
Rep. Erik Paulsen, R-Minn.
Rep. Gregg Harper, R-Miss. (retired)
Rep. Steven Palazzo, R-Miss.
Rep. Bennie G. Thompson, D-Miss.
Rep. William “Lacy” Clay Jr., D-Mo.
Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, D-Mo.
Rep. Billy Long, R-Mo.
Rep. Ann Wagner, R-Mo.
Rep. Alma Adams, D-N.C.
Rep. G.K. Butterfield, D-N.C.
Rep. Patrick T. McHenry, R-N.C.
Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C.
Rep. David Price, D-N.C.
Rep. David Rouzer, R-N.C.
Rep. Ann Kuster, D-N.H.
Rep. Carol Shea-Porter, D-N.H. (retired)
Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen, R-N.J. (retired)
Rep. Josh Gottheimer, D-N.J.
Rep. Leonard Lance, R-N.J.
Rep. Frank LoBiondo, R-N.J. (retired)
Rep. Donald Norcross, D-N.J.
Rep. Frank Pallone Jr., D-N.J.
Rep. Bill Pascrell Jr., D-N.J.
Rep. Donald Payne Jr., D-N.J.
Rep. Albio Sires, D-N.J.
Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J.
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman, D-N.J.
Rep. Ben R. Lujan, D-N.M.
Rep. Michelle Lujan Grisham, D-N.M.
(running for governor)
Rep. Yvette D. Clarke, D-N.Y.
Rep. Chris Collins, R-N.Y.
Rep. Joseph Crowley, D-N.Y.
Rep. Daniel Donovan, R-N.Y.
Rep. Eliot Engel, D-N.Y.
Rep. Adriano Espaillat, D-N.Y.
Rep. Brian Higgins, D-N.Y.
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y.
Rep. John Katko, R-N.Y.
Rep. Pete King, R-N.Y.
Rep. Nita Lowey, D-N.Y.
Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-N.Y.
Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney, D-N.Y.
Rep. Gregory W. Meeks, D-N.Y.
Rep. Grace Meng, D-N.Y.
Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y.
Rep. Kathleen Rice, D-N.Y.
Rep. José E. Serrano, D-N.Y.
Rep. Louise Slaughter, D-N.Y. (deceased)
Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y.
Rep. Thomas Suozzi, D-N.Y.
Rep. Paul D. Tonko, D-N.Y.
Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez, D-N.Y.
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb.
Rep. Mark Amodei, R-Nev.
Rep. Ruben J. Kihuen, D-Nev. (retired)
Rep. Jacky Rosen, D-Nev.
(running for Senate)

Rep. Dina Titus, D-Nev.
Rep. Joyce Beatty, D-Ohio
Rep. Marcia L. Fudge, D-Ohio
Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio
Rep. David Joyce, R-Ohio
Rep. Marcy Kaptur, D-Ohio
Rep. Robert E. Latta, R-Ohio
Rep. Jim Renacci, R-Ohio
(running for Senate)
Rep. Tim Ryan, D-Ohio
Rep. Michael Turner, R-Ohio
Rep. Tom Cole, R-Okla.
Rep. Earl Blumenauer, D-Ore.
Rep. Suzanne Bonamici, D-Ore.
Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore.
Rep. Kurt Schrader, D-Ore.
Rep. Lou Barletta, R-Pa.
(running for Senate)
Rep. Brendan Boyle, D-Pa.
Rep. Robert Brady, D-Pa. (retired)
Rep. Matthew Cartwright, D-Pa.
Rep. Mike Doyle, D-Pa.
Rep. Dwight Evans, D-Pa.
Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, R-Pa.
Rep. Bill Shuster, R-Pa. (retired)
Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.I.
Rep. Jim Langevin, D-R.I.
Rep. James E. Clyburn, D-S.C.
Rep. Tom Rice, R-S.C.
Rep. Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn.
(running for Senate)
Rep. Steve Cohen, D-Tenn.
Rep. Jim Cooper, D-Tenn.
Rep. Chuck Fleischmann, R-Tenn.
Rep. Joaquin Castro, D-Texas
Rep. Henry Cuellar, D-Texas
Rep. Lloyd Doggett, D-Texas
Rep. Vicente Gonzalez, D-Texas
Rep. Al Green, D-Texas (retired)
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Texas
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, D-Texas
Rep. Sam Johnson, R-Texas (retired)
Rep. Beto O’Rourke, D-Texas
(running for Senate)
Rep. Ted Poe, R-Texas (retired)
Rep. Marc Veasey, D-Texas
Rep. Don Beyer, D-Va.
Rep. Gerald E. Connolly, D-Va.
Rep. A. Donald McEachin, D-Va.
Rep. Robert C. Scott, D-Va.
Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt.
Rep. Suzan DelBene, D-Wash.
Rep. Denny Heck, D-Wash.
Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash.
Rep. Derek Kilmer, D-Wash.
Rep. Rick Larsen, D-Wash.
Rep. David G. Reichert, R-Wash. (retired)
Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash.
Rep. Mike Gallagher, R-Wis.
Rep. Gwen Moore, D-Wis.
Rep. Mark Pocan, D-Wis.

All of these representatives are up for re-election, except those noted otherwise.
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Empowering drivers through HOS reform
Lawmaker seeks changes to hours-of-service regs to give
drivers the opportunity for more rest, when they want it.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

R

ep. Brian Babin is at it again,
seeking to provide relief for
truckers. This time, he is joining
the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association in leading the
charge to reform the hours-of-service
regulations.
The Texas
Republican
introduced a bill
modifying the
hours of service
in the U.S. House
of Representatives
on March 29.
Rep. Brian Babin
HR5417, the
Responsible and
Effective Standards for Truckers
Act or the REST Act, if passed
would add flexibility to the HOS
regulations, allowing truckers more
time to rest throughout the day.
News of the introduction of the
bill was met with immediate support
from OOIDA.
“Rep. Babin understands today’s
hours-of-service requirements are
counterproductive because he listens
closely to the real experts on this
issue – actual truck drivers,” said
OOIDA Acting President Todd
Spencer. “The current requirements
create more danger on our roads by
compelling truckers to drive farther
and faster, often battling fatigue in an
effort to beat the clock.
“Improving the safety of all
highway users doesn’t need to be
sacrificed to provide truckers the
flexibility they need to drive in an
efficient and responsible manner.
In fact, the bill introduced by Rep.
Babin is so powerful because it
promotes both objectives.”
The bill directly addresses the
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problems with the current hours-ofservice rules that professional truck
drivers are voicing to lawmakers and
regulators.
“Professional drivers consistently
identify the current hours-of-service
requirements as counterproductive
and an impediment to improving
highway safety,” the bill language
states.
“The rigid nature of the current
hours-of-service requirements often
compel professional drivers to be
on the road when they are tired or
fatigued, during rush hour traffic or
other periods of highway congestion,
during adverse weather conditions,
or when they are simply not feeling
well.”

“Improving the safety of all
highway users doesn’t need
to be sacrificed to provide
truckers the flexibility they
need to drive in an efficient
and responsible manner.”
– Todd Spencer, OOIDA acting president
HR5417 aims to change the hoursof-service regulations to allow
drivers to pause the 14-hour on-duty
clock for up to three hours once per
duty period. It also eliminates the
mandatory 30-minute rest break.
The bill does not seek to increase
the number of hours drivers can be
behind the wheel.
“The current hours of service
requirements have not resulted in
statistical improvements to
highway safety. Rather than decrease,
the total number of crashes involving
large trucks, as well as fatal crashes
involving large trucks, has increased
since the introduction of the current

hours-of-service requirements,” the
bill language states.
“Greater flexibility in hours-ofservice requirements would better
allow professional drivers to rest
when they feel it appropriate and
avoid congestion, adverse weather
conditions, or other road conditions
that decrease safety.”
The bill would be a congressional
fix to the HOS regs, while a recent
OOIDA petition for rulemaking
submitted to the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration on Feb.
13 seeks identical changes through a
regulatory fix.
OOIDA’s petition targets
the 14-hour on-duty clock and
the 30-minute rest break. The
Association asks the agency to
consider a revision to the inability of
drivers to stop the 14-hour clock.
The petition suggests the
regulations be modified to allow
drivers to take a rest break once per
14-hour duty period for up to three
consecutive hours as long as the
driver is off-duty.
“This rest break would effectively
stop the 14-hour clock. However,
drivers would still need to log 10
consecutive hours off duty before
the start of their next work shift,” the
petition states.
OOIDA’s acting president calls
on all truckers to get behind HOS
reform.
“We cannot stress the importance
of talking to your lawmakers
frequently about the need to sign on
as a co-sponsor of HR5417. Congress
cannot continue to ignore the needs
of truck drivers. It will take a united
effort on the part of truckers to push
lawmakers to pass HR5417 and get
relief, and rest, built into the hours of
service,” he said. LL
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Myth busting: HOS reform legislation explained
By Jami Jones, managing editor

As with almost anything relating to hours of service,
confusion is running rampant over Rep. Brian Babin’s
attempt to initiate reform of the hours-of-service
regulations.
The Responsible and Effective Standards for Truckers
(REST) Act would allow truckers to pause the 14-hour
on-duty clock for a single period of up to three hours,
provided the driver is off-duty.
Here we tackle some of the common misconceptions
about the legislation.
MYTH: Adding a three-hour break means
truckers will work 17-hour days.
FACT: The legislation does not add hours to the 14-hour
workday. It allows drivers to pause the 14-hour
clock up to three hours a day for needed rest.
MYTH: The legislation would require drivers to
take a three-hour break during the day.
FACT: The provision is a voluntary one. Drivers would
be able to choose, for themselves, if they want
a break and how long that break can be, up to
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three hours long. Now drivers can take longer than
a three-hour break, but anything over the initial
three hours would count against his or her 14-hour
on-duty clock.
MYTH: Shippers and/or receivers will make me
take the three-hour break at the dock.
FACT: OK, they might try, and plenty of them certainly
do. However, the fact remains that dock time is
considered on-duty time. Any shipper or receiver
who bullies a driver into going off-duty at the dock
would be guilty of coercion and should be reported
to the FMCSA for committing the offense.
MYTH: The change would mess up the splitsleeper berth provision.
FACT: The legislative language does not make any
changes to the current ability to split the 10 hours
of off-duty time into two periods – currently a split
of eight hours in the bunk and two more hours of
off-duty time. The language also does not affect
the FMCSA’s current split-sleeper berth pilot
program that is investigating the possibility of
returning to sleeper berth time that can be split
seven and three off or even six and four off. LL
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Calling on Congress
OOIDA urges House committee to exert
its oversight authority on ELD mandate.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

T

he regulation mandating the
use of the electronic logs has
been in place since Dec. 18, and
with full enforcement now in effect,
OOIDA is calling on the House
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee to hold an oversight
hearing.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association sent a letter
to the leadership of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee in late February. The
letter requests an oversight hearing
be held on the electronic logging
mandate.

“As we warned, the
impact of the rule has
been much broader than
even its most ardent
supporters anticipated.”
– Todd Spencer, acting OOIDA president

“Among the fundamental
responsibilities of Congress is to
maintain vigorous oversight of
the federal agencies it tasks with
implementing new regulations,
especially those that will have a
significant impact on American
businesses and the nation’s
economy,” Todd Spencer, OOIDA
acting president, said in the letter.
The letter details the staunch
opposition the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration faced in
the years, months and even weeks
before the rule took effect. Beyond
that, the letter delves into how many
of the fears and concerns brought to
the agency have come to pass.
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“OOIDA and over 30 other
industries impacted by the rule
shared serious concerns with you
that the agency, law enforcement
and the regulated community were
not prepared for implementation.
These concerns have been validated,
as FMCSA has granted a patchwork
of temporary waivers, exemptions,
and ‘soft enforcement’ deadlines that
have only caused more confusion
across the country,” Spencer said.
He also pointed out that the
range of problems associated with
the mandate are illustrated by the
number and diversity of industries
requesting exemptions from its
requirements, including those
submitted by entities who helped
convince Congress to enact the
regulation back in 2012.
“As we warned, the impact of the
rule has been much broader than
even its most ardent supporters
anticipated,” Spencer said.
And it’s not just end-users (aka
the drivers and trucking companies)
needing and seeking relief from the
regulations. ELD manufacturers are
asking for breaks, too, because their
devices aren’t compliant.
“These compliance issues came as
no surprise to the truckers who have
been forced to use ELDs. Since the
mandate took effect, truckers have
routinely shared with us substantial
troubles they’ve experienced
related to devices, including several
vendorwide systems failures,
faulty GPS tracking, inaccurate
recording of duty statuses, engine
disablements, speed irregularities,
abysmal customer service from
manufacturers, a worsening truck
parking crisis and many more,”
Spencer said.
Fortunately, there are those

who are starting to listen to the
widespread cries for help – and not
just at the federal level.
“This has led to growing concern
among members of Congress
about how the mandate has
been implemented and how it is
affecting their constituents. Each
week, OOIDA fields calls from
congressional offices looking for
assistance with addressing serious
problems brought to their attention
by local truckers,” Spencer said.
“Furthermore, state legislatures
across the country are considering
resolutions calling for the federal
government to repeal the mandate,
as well as legislation prohibiting its
enforcement within their borders.
Clearly, this federal requirement
is having a dramatic impact on the
state and local level.”
Spencer concludes the letter by
saying that OOIDA believes the time
has come for the Committee to exert
its oversight authority and conduct a
hearing on this important matter to
help alleviate current problems and
avoid any future difficulties.
In the meantime, the FMCSA
continues to chip away at the
universal application of the
regulation.
The agency announced the
extended waiver for ag-commodities
haulers another 90 days. The new
waiver is retroactive to March 18. It
applies to all eligible motor carriers
that handle agricultural commodities
as defined under 49 CFR 395.2. The
new waiver expires June 18.
Drivers covered by the
waiver include those hauling
“any agricultural commodity,
nonprocessed food, feed, fiber or
livestock.” Livestock is defined as
“cattle, elk, reindeer, bison, horses,
deer, sheep, goats, swine, poultry
(including egg-producing poultry),
fish used for food and other animals
designated … that are part of a
foundation herd or offspring.” LL
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Senators send letter in opposition to EPA’s glider kit proposal
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

A pair of U.S. senators are attempting to encourage the
Environmental Protection Agency to stop a repeal of
emissions standards on glider kits.
Sens. Tom Carper, D-Del., and Tom Udall, D-N.M.,
sent a letter on March 12 to EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt, asking him to withdraw the proposal.
In November, the EPA issued a proposed rule to repeal
emission requirements for glider vehicles, glider engines
and glider kits. The EPA said the proposed repeal was
based on an interpretation of the Clean Air Act under
which “glider kits would not be treated as incomplete
new motor vehicles.” Under the proposed interpretation,
EPA would lack authority to regulate glider vehicles,
glider engines and glider kits.
Simply put, the EPA said that gliders aren’t new trucks
and that they shouldn’t be regulated like new trucks.
Carper and Udall’s letter claimed that glider trucks
“are some of the dirtiest heavy-duty trucks on the road.”
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
supports the decision to repeal emissions standards for
glider kits because they are a cost-effective option for
owner-operators.
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“The EPA’s initial decision to classify glider kits,
glider vehicles and glider engines as ‘new motor
vehicles’ under the Clean Air Act would irreparably
damage a truck manufacturing industry that has become
increasingly popular in recent years,” OOIDA Acting
President and CEO Todd Spencer said in a letter sent
to the Committee on Environment and Public Works in
January.
“Since 2002, federal environmental regulations alone
have increased the cost of a new truck between $50,000
and $70,000, as costly components and systems have
been mandated. Given their unique assembly, glider kit
prices are typically 25 percent to 30 percent less than a
new truck, allowing owner-operators who often work
on the slimmest of margins, to save tens of thousands of
dollars on their purchase.”
The comment period on the EPA’s proposed rule ended
Jan. 5. The EPA received more than 24,000 comments.
More than 3,000 of the comments were unique, while
about 21,000 were duplicate form letters from various
organizations. Many truck drivers and members of the
glider kit industry spoke favorably of the rule, while
many environmental groups and the American Trucking
Associations opposed the repeal. LL
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Democrats release alternate infrastructure
bill as Trump’s plan sits in limbo
Trump’s infrastructure bill has made little
progress in recent months. Here’s a
breakdown of the current state of future
infrastructure funding.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

A

Will an infrastructure bill
pass this year?
In late February, Senate Majority Whip John Cornyn,
R-Texas, suggested that an infrastructure bill may not pass
this year. Sen. Cornyn told Bloomberg that he was a bit
skeptical of reaching an infrastructure deal anytime soon.
“I think it will be challenging,” Cornyn said. “I certainly
would be happy if we could, but we’ve got a lot of things
to do, that being one of them, and I don’t know if we will
have time to get to that.”
Some lawmakers are not so sure about Cornyn’s
skepticism. Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., provided
Land Line with the following statement:
“Any time you work on a big, bipartisan bill, it will
be challenging, but you can’t write it off because of that.
When we did the FAST Act, they predicted we had no
chance of success, but we were able to pass the largest
highway bill in a decade. No one thought we’d get a (Water
Resources Development Act) bill done in 2016 either, but it
was the last bill of the 114th Congress. There is a bipartisan
desire to get infrastructure done, and we’ve started the
work to do it.”

Congressional hearings
While lawmakers disagree with the rate of progress, they
continue to obtain testimony from stakeholders and Cabinet
members. At least three hearings took place in March alone.
On March 7, five stakeholders provided testimony to
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee on
long-term highway funding. Despite the diversity of the
witness panel, they all agreed on one obvious solution to
replenish the Highway Trust Fund: increasing the federal
fuel tax.
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It was clear that lawmakers were getting fed up with the
back-and-forth discussions and hearings. Ranking member
Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-D.C., referenced Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao’s go-to phrase when expressing her
frustration.
“Saying the tabloid words ‘All options are on the table’ –
what are they?” Norton said.
Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., was also fed up, noting that
in January 2017 the committee held a similar infrastructure
funding hearing. Thirteen months later, they are talking
about the same thing.
“It’s time to stop talking and do something,” DeFazio
said. “This is getting absolutely absurd.”
One week later, four stakeholders had their chance to
explain the best approach to infrastructure for state and
local needs to the Senate Surface Transportation and
Merchant Marine Infrastructure, Safety and Security
subcommittee.
Several trucking-related topics were brought up during
that hearing, including hiring standards for motor carriers
and opposition to bigger trucks. Relevant to the trucking
industry’s interests, witnesses did not provide much support
for tolls but seemed excited about the prospect of a vehicle
miles traveled tax in lieu of a fuel tax.
The next day, the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science and Transportation took witness testimony from
five Cabinet members, including Chao. Witnesses did not
offer much new information.
During the question and answer portion of the hearing,
Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., said that in order for states and
localities to pay for their share of costs, which is 80 percent
compared to the fed’s 20 percent, tolls and taxes must
increase. Chao responded by suggesting tolls and taxes “are
MAY 2018
2018
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s Congress conducts hearing after hearing related to
infrastructure funding, many lawmakers are skeptical
if they can get anything done this year. Meanwhile, Senate
Democrats released their version of an infrastructure bill
while President Donald Trump’s plan sits in limbo.

not the only options for financing infrastructure.” She then
pointed out that asset recycling (selling of publicly owned
property), bonds, public markets and private markets are all
possible funding mechanisms.
Abandoning her go-to phrase of “all options are on the
table,” Chao referred to the Department’s views on funding
methodologies as “agnostic.”
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., was more forthcoming
in her criticism. Duckworth said that rather than supply a
lengthy proposal, President Trump released a loose outline,
leaving people to wonder if this is a serious infrastructure
campaign by the White House. The Illinois senator then
asked Chao about potential revenues being considered.
Chao responded by pointing out that infrastructure was
always going to come third behind health care and tax reform
and that loose guidelines were issued to encourage open,
bipartisan dialogue to create the bill.
“Good news is everything is on the table, and we look
forward to working with the Congress on these difficult
issues,” Chao said.
“I don’t think that’s quite an answer of what I’m asking,
which is ‘What have you considered?’” Duckworth
responded.

“Any time you work on a big, bipartisan
bill, it will be challenging, but you can’t
write it off because of that.”
– Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla.

Democrats’ infrastructure bill
Meanwhile, Senate Democrats drafted their own
infrastructure plan. Unimpressed with both the tax reform
and the White House’s proposed infrastructure bill, Senate
Democrats have released their own infrastructure plan that
solves both problems. The plan claims to invest more than
$1 trillion in direct federal funds and add 15 million jobs
by reversing some provisions in the recent tax reform that
affects the wealthiest Americans.
The Senate Democrats’ Jobs and Infrastructure Plan for
America’s Workers takes a different approach than President
Trump’s proposal. Most notably, there is more than $1 trillion
in direct federal funding, cutting out the need for private
investments, such as tolling.
Funding will come from reversing several provisions in
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 that mostly benefited the
Continued on Page 39
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STATETREND
As the feds continue to discuss an
infrastructure plan released by the
Trump administration to allocate at
least $200 billion over the next decade
to benefit road and bridge work
throughout the nation, state lawmakers
are pursuing efforts to raise revenue
on their own via fuel tax and sales tax
increases – among other options.
Efforts to increase various taxes in
six states are highlighted below.

bill, the bonds would have a

Sen. John Cooke, R-Greeley, said

proposal a reality.

Louisiana

The existing tax rate is set

One bill halfway through the
statehouse would permit counties to
generate additional revenue for road
work via a ballot measure.
State law now permits counties
to hold elections for levy increases
based on population.
SB1147 would permit the state’s 13
rural counties to impose a sales tax
for road construction and repair. The
levy could last up to 20 years.
Pima and Maricopa counties
also could hold elections to extend
their own road sales taxes before
scheduled sunset dates.
Local officials are looking to raise
revenue to help compensate for fewer
fuel tax dollars available from the
state. The state’s 18-cent fuel tax rate
has not increased since 1991.

Colorado
The Senate has approved a long-term
funding deal to help the state address
a 10-year, $9 billion backlog in
transportation needs.
The $500 million road funding bill,
SB1, passed the Republican-led
chamber with unanimous consent. It
now heads to the House, where
multiple changes to the plan are
anticipated.
The bill would authorize diversions
totaling $250 million. Another $250
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Six states
explore options
to fund roads,
including taxes
on fuel and sales
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

million would come next year.
“Coloradoans want us to use the
money we have to fix our roads and
Senate Bill 1 does that,” Sen. Randy
Baumgardner, R-Hot Sulphur
Springs, said in prepared remarks.
Gov. John Hickenlooper has
supported plans to tap $500 million
in one-time money to help address
the road maintenance backlog. The
House recently approved a budget
bill, HB1340, to allocate $495
million to transportation.
The Senate version would authorize
a public vote on whether to tap bonds
to pay for transportation work. The
vote would be delayed until next
year.
SB1 would ask voters in 2019
whether to apply $250 million
annually from the state’s general
fund to back the bonds. According

Rep. Steve Carter, R-Baton
Rouge, is behind efforts to make
a constitutional amendment
permitting local voters to
approve a fuel tax increase.
The constitutional amendment
designation would require two-thirds
support at the statehouse to permit
the question to go to voters.
HB178 would apply to all
locales. HB179 would apply to
Ascension, East Baton Rouge,
Iberville, Livingston, and West
Baton Rouge parishes.

Maryland
A bill sent to the governor’s desk
would require all fuel tax revenue to
be held in the Transportation Trust
Fund.
In 2010, state lawmakers raided
the fund to help shore up the state’s
general fund. Combined with fewer
tax dollars following the Great
Recession, highway user revenue
funding dropped significantly.
HB807 would change the way
the Maryland Department of
Transportation allocates fuel tax
revenue. Specifically, the agency
would provide to local governments
capital grants based on the amount of
revenue in the roads account.
Municipalities’ share of fuel tax
revenue also would be increased by
as much as 2.8 percent.
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Arizona

Missouri
Talks are ongoing at the statehouse
for a solution to the state’s
$825 million gap in annual
road and bridge funding.
The state now collects 17 cents per
gallon on gas and diesel purchases.
Senate Transportation
Committee Chairman Dave Schatz,
R-Sullivan, is behind one of the
bills. His bill, SB734, would
raise the state’s fuel tax rate by
10 cents for gas and diesel.
Each penny increase in the fuel
excise tax is estimated to raise up to
$40 million.
Passage at the statehouse would
not make the rate increase a done
deal. Voter approval would be
required.
The state’s Hancock Amendment
mandates that any proposed rate
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hike in excess of two cents must go
before voters for final approval. A
similar requirement is in place for
efforts to add tolls.
At least nine more measures
before lawmakers would increase
fuel tax rates from 10 to 17
cents. Multiple measures call for
a higher tax rate for diesel.

from vehicle excise tax revenue will
account for $6.4 million annually to
the state road fund to remediate the
well. The tax revenue now is routed
to the state’s general fund.
The rest of the $10 million
annually necessary for cleanup will
come from the New Mexico Road
Fund.

New Mexico

Wisconsin

Gov. Susana Martinez has signed
into law a bill to route new revenue
for the Carlsbad Brine Well repair.
A cavern has been created by
a brine well. The well is beneath
portions of U.S. 285 and U.S.
62/180.
Previously SB226, the new law
covers almost 70 percent of the
funds necessary to prevent a possible
collapse. Specifically, the funds

Gov. Scott Walker says he is willing
to look at raising the state’s fuel
tax to help the state meet the match
necessary to access federal funds for
infrastructure work.
Wisconsin now collects
32.9 cents on each gallon of
fuel sold within the state.
The governor has said any fuel
tax increase would need to be
offset by a tax cut elsewhere. LL

LAND LINE 29

STATETREND

Efforts in four states
focus on ticket quotas

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

L

egislators in states around the country are pursuing
action to stop police from going on ticket-writing
sprees.
About 20 states have acted to discourage practices
that pressure law enforcement officers to write tickets.
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bill language is too broad.
Advocates say the change will help to remove a
wall between law enforcement and citizens. They say
practices that include quotas create an “us-againstthem” mindset for the public.
The new law takes effect in May.
Other states to pursue action on the issue include the
following:
In Missouri, a House bill would eliminate citation
quotas for state or local law enforcement. HB1323
would forbid performance evaluations from comparing
the number of citations issued by one officer to the
number of citations issued by another officer.
Advocates for the rule refer to tying an officer’s
ticket writing activity to his or her performance
evaluation as the “dirty little secret” of some police
forces. They say the practice turns officers into revenue
generating machines.
Officers’ “point of contacts” could still be used for
performance evaluations. Contacts include number of
traffic stops completed, arrests and written warnings.
Officials with the Independence, Mo., police
department are on record as critical of the proposed
change. The agency responsible for enforcement in the
MAY 2018
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A new law in Utah addresses concern about state and
local departments setting quotas for traffic citations.
Gov. Gary Herbert has signed into law a bill barring
departments from requiring, suggesting or directing
officers to meet an enforcement quota. Efforts to
promote, compensate, reward or discipline an officer on
the basis of a quota also would be forbidden.
Officers are permitted to collect “useful data” while
still prohibiting the requirement of ticket quotas being
imposed by superiors.
Sen. Howard Stephenson, R-Draper, said more and
more states are taking action to quell quotas.
“They realize to have policing for cash is not
appropriate,” Stephenson said during Senate discussion
on the bill. “Based on evidence and testimony given by
former police officers who said they were pressured to
meet certain arrest and ticket quotas, (the practice) does
exist in Utah, and it ought to be prohibited.”
Critics said the bill is an “an overreach” by the
state. Sen. Don Ipson, R-St. George, added that police
officers should not be discouraged from making traffic
stops.
Sen. Lyle Hillyard, R-Logan, said the legislation uses
“a sledgehammer to kill a fly.” He voiced concern the

city located directly east of Kansas City has indicated
in a previous fiscal analysis that “self-initiated activity
including issuing citations is a primary function of patrol
officers.”
Others say that prohibiting supervisors from evaluating
officers on their levels of self-initiated activity would
have both fiscal and public safety implications.
The bill awaits consideration in the House.
One Illinois bill would expand the reach of a statute
that applies to state, county and municipal police officers.
State law now forbids any requirement “to issue a
specific number of citations within a designated period
of time.” Law enforcement agencies are prohibited from
evaluating personnel based on the number of tickets
written or arrests made.
An exemption is made for municipalities with their
own independent inspector general and law enforcement
review authority.
Departments, however, can continue to use officer
contacts as an evaluative tool. The practice covers any
instance where an officer makes contact with someone.
Sponsored by Sen. Bill Cunningham, D-Chicago,
SB3509 would remove the exemption for affected
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“(Officers) realize to have policing
for cash is not appropriate. …
(The practice) does exist in Utah,
and it ought to be prohibited.”
– Utah Sen. Howard Stephenson, R-Draper

municipalities.
The bill is in the Senate Assignments Committee.
Two bills in New York also address concerns about
quotas.
The Empire State prohibits an employer from
transferring or penalizing a police officer for failure to
meet an established ticket quota. Employers, however,
could deny a promotion to an officer who fails to meet a
quota.
A4021 would prohibit discrimination in promotion of
police officers who fail to meet certain ticket quotas.
S3548 would specify that violation of existing statute by
a department to be a Class A misdemeanor.
The bills are in their respective chamber’s labor
committee. LL
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

We know you don’t have time to keep up
with all of the bills being considered that
affect your trucking business. That’s why
your Association keeps a close watch on
legislative action in statehouses near you.
On the following pages you will find a roundup of some
significant actions from around the country.
For a complete rundown of state legislation, visit
LandLineMag.com and click on “Legislative Watch” under
the “Important Info” tab.

ALABAMA
One new law permits truck platooning by amending the
statute that covers following distances. State law now limits
following distances for large trucks at a minimum of 300
feet. SB125 would authorize platooning vehicles to follow
at distances “that are closer than would be reasonable and
prudent without the electronic coordination.”
CONNECTICUT
One Senate bill covers the use of speed cameras. SB388
would establish a pilot program for speed-detecting cameras
and to erect speed warning signs along stretches of
Interstate 95. Authority to post cameras would be given to
as many as four municipalities at no more than five
intersections.
INDIANA
A new law covers truck platoons. HB1290 includes a
provision to exempt platooning trucks from the state’s
300-foot following distance rule. Also included is a repeal
of the state’s motor carrier surcharge tax and a
corresponding 21-cent increase in the state’s diesel tax rate.
IOWA
One new law is intended to deter payment card “skimming”
at fuel pumps. HF2199 would simplify prosecution of
criminals who place skimming devices on fuel pumps and
ATMs. The bill clarifies it is a felony offense to obtain
information encoded on a payment card without permission.

California
A Senate bill would implement a federal rule that
requires people seeking a CDL to complete a certified
course of instruction from a commercial driving
institution or program offered by an employer before
being issued a license. SB1236 also would establish
minimum behind-the-wheel training requirements to be
completed as part of CDL training.
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The bill also creates a new criminal offense to cover
instances when a person possesses a scanning device with
the intent to obtain information encoded on a payment card
without permission from the user, the issuer, or a merchant.

MICHIGAN
Gov. Rick Snyder signed into law a supplemental spending
bill to accelerate the timetable for getting pothole repairs
underway. Previously HB4321, the new law provides an
additional $175 million for repair work throughout the state.
MISSISSIPPI
Gov. Phil Bryant signed into law a bill that covers truck
weights for certain loads. Commercial vehicles already are
permitted to weigh 80,000 pounds while traveling on all
roadways. Vehicles with state-issued harvest permits are
permitted to top out at 84,000 pounds because of a
5 percent tolerance on the front and back end. SB2418
would increase the weight limit tolerance to 10 percent for
harvest permit vehicles and vehicles loading and unloading
at state ports. The changes would not apply to roads
designated low weight.
NEBRASKA
A bill nearing passage would increase vehicle speeds from
65 mph to 70 mph on four-lane expressways. Two-lane state
highways would see an increase from 60 mph to 65 mph.
LB1009 mandates that before any speed changes could take
effect, the Nebraska DOT would need to study the issue.
A new law permits government entities to use automatic
license plate readers for purposes that include tracking
outstanding parking or traffic violations, and to assist weigh
stations or to collect tolls. LB93 states captured data must
be purged within 180 days unless it is used as evidence or is
the subject of a warrant, subpoena or court order.
NEW JERSEY
An Assembly bill would create a five-year pilot program to
use traffic cameras in highway work zones. A3082 would
permit automated enforcement cameras to detect drivers
exceeding the posted speed limit by at least 11 mph when
workers are present. Registered owners of vehicles found
in violation would receive $100 fines in the mail. A portion
of fine revenue would be designated to pay for additional
police presence in work zones.
OREGON
A bill on the governor’s desk covers following distances.
Oregon law states that large trucks following another truck
while traveling outside of a business or residence district
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or upon a freeway must leave “sufficient space so that an
overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy the space without
danger.” HB4059 would exempt from the rule vehicles with
connected automated braking systems.

PENNSYLVANIA
One bill halfway through the statehouse would put into
place restrictions on the state’s use of automated license
plate readers. HB1811 would specify who can use plate
readers, how data can be collected, and the length of time
data may be kept. The bill reads that vehicle data could be
kept for up to one year. At that time, captured data must be
destroyed.
UTAH
One new law exempts connected trucks from the state’s
two-second rule for safe following distance. Currently,
exemptions are only permitted for funeral processions and
traffic traveling below 35 mph. SB56, updates the state’s
following-too-closely rule.
VERMONT
The House voted to advance a bill that would authorize law
enforcement to use a roadside saliva test to screen vehicle
operators for the presence of certain drugs, including
marijuana. Police now are limited to using blood tests to
show that drivers are impaired by drugs. Blood tests must
be done at a hospital and require a warrant. H237 states the
test could be used as evidence in court.
VIRGINIA
Multiple new laws revise maximum speed limits for
motorists on certain highways.
SB466 and HB73 increase posted speed limits from
55 mph to 60 mph on U.S. Route 301, all of U.S. Route 17,
and state Routes 3 and 207.
HB684 increases posted speed limits from 55 mph to
60 mph on state Route 3 between the town of Warsaw and
the unincorporated area of Emmerton.
HB55 raises the speed limit from 55 mph to 60 mph on
U.S. Route 501 between the town of South Boston and the
North Carolina line. LL
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For a complete rundown of state
legislation, visit LandLineMag.com
and click on “Legislative Watch.”
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UTAH

New law in the Beehive State permits tolling any road
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

It’s a done deal in Utah. A new law
gives the state expanded authority to
collect tolls on any roadway.
Until now, Utah law has permitted
the use of tolls to cover state
expenses. Tolling authority, however,
was limited to new roads.
Gov. Gary Herbert has signed into
law a bill to remove the restriction on
roads that can be tolled.
Previously SB71, the new law
also states that legislative approval
is not necessary for any project to
move forward. Instead, the Utah
Department of Transportation will be
responsible for making decisions on
tolls.
Outgoing Senate President Wayne
Niederhauser, R-Sandy, sponsored
the bill. During committee discussion
on the legislation, he said traffic
congestion continues to worsen

34 LAND LINE

around the state despite efforts over
the past couple of decades to address
the issue.
Niederhauser said the state needs to
start preparing now for big changes
in how transportation revenue is
raised. He has referred to fuel tax
collection as “obsolete.”
He has added that $600 million
already is routed from the state’s
general fund to roads to help cover
costs.
“This is just the beginning about
how we are going to fund roads in
the future. We have electric cars

coming. We might have hydrogen
cars coming. How are they going
to participate (in road funding)?”
Niederhauser asked during previous
discussion with legislators.
“I think most of us agree that if
you use the roads you should pay for
the roads. Tolling has to be one of
the options. I don’t like it. I know the
public doesn’t like it.”
The Utah Trucking Association is
opposed to resorting to tolls. Instead,
the group told legislators they
support increases in fuel tax.
The new law requires a study
for how to best collect tolls from
out-of-state drivers. The study
also will look at toll collection
from rental car drivers.
In addition, the state DOT is
authorized to use electronic methods
to collect money. The agency is
also permitted to use technology to
impose penalties for nonpayment. LL
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

After a hard-fought battle with the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association, Rhode Island Trucking
Association and other industry stakeholders, the Rhode
Island Department of Transportation began installing the
first two truckonly toll gantries
Toll rates will be limited in mid-February.
It was almost
to once per toll facility
exactly two years
per day in each direction. after Gov. Gina
Raimondo signed
her infrastructure plan, called RhodeWorks, into law
on Feb. 11, 2016. Perhaps coincidentally, RhodeWorks
celebrated its second anniversary of its signing date
on Feb. 13 by installing one of the most controversial
provisions in the plan: truck-only tolls.
The first two toll gantries are in Hopkinton and Exeter
along Interstate 95. Truckers should expect to pay $3.25
at the Hopkinton gantry and $3.50 at the Exeter gantry.
Toll rates will be limited to once per toll facility per
day in each direction, according to Charles St. Martin, a
RIDOT spokesman.
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The remaining 12 toll gantries are scheduled to be
installed within the next 18 months along I-95, I-195,
I-295, U.S. Route 6, state Route 146 and state Route 1.
Although the first two gantries are near the southern end
of the state, the other 12 gantries will be concentrated
on the northeastern portion.
The other tolls must still go through an environmental
assessment. Per the National Environmental Policy
Act, agencies are required to submit an environmental
assessment before moving forward with certain plans. If
an environmental assessment concludes with a finding
of no significant impact, plans may move ahead.
RIDOT has estimated that toll revenues will amount
to approximately $45 million each year. Toll revenue
will go towards the replacement and rehabilitation of
bridges throughout the state. According to RIDOT,
the state ranked dead last in overall bridge condition
with about 22 percent of bridges deemed structurally
deficient.
Last year, House Minority Leader Patricia Morgan,
R-West Warwick, tried to repeal the truck-only tolls and
called Raimondo’s plan a “con job.” Morgan claimed
that the actual toll revenue will be closer to $7.4 million
once overhead costs are considered. LL

RHODE ISLAND

Ocean State begins installing first two truck-only toll gantries
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Baltimore to launch camera
enforcement on truck-restricted roads
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The OOIDA-Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

OOIDA, its board of directors and its
members thank

for its generous commitment of $10,000
to the OOIDA-Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund for 2018/2019, PLUS an additional
$5,000 in memory of Jim Johnston.
Over the past 10 years, Shell has
contributed over $100,000 to the Mary
Johnston Scholarship fund.
OOIDA is grateful for Shell’s partnership
with OOIDA in this important member
program.

Truckers driving through certain parts of Baltimore better pay
attention to signs warning them of restricted streets. As of
March 19, the Baltimore City Department of Transportation
has implemented photo enforcement on at least six truckrestricted streets.
Trucks more than three-quarter ton are restricted from
entering several streets across Baltimore. According to the
city’s DOT, some of these narrow streets include historical
homes and infrastructure. Additionally, parking is tight.
These streets are already marked with signs alerting motorists
that trucks greater than three-quarter ton are prohibited.
To enforce these restrictions, Baltimore will use what it
calls the Commercial Vehicle Height Monitoring System
Camera Program, which uses a truck’s height to determine
whether or not it is legal. When the system detects a
restricted truck, photos and video of the front of the truck are
WDNHQWRFDSWXUHUHJLVWUDWLRQLGHQWL¿FDWLRQ
According to the Baltimore DOT, some truckers divert their
route through neighborhoods in order to avoid tolls or as a
shortcut. The city receives frequent reports of damages to
buildings, parked cars and infrastructure as a result.
Cameras will be installed in multiple directions at the
following locations:
t#SPFOJOH)JHIXBZ
t$IFTBQFBLF"WFOVF
t#PTUPO4USFFU
t'MFFU4USFFU
t1VMBTLJ)JHIXBZ
t&'BZFUUF4USFFU

9LRODWRUVZLOOUHFHLYHDZDUQLQJIRUWKH¿UVWRIIHQVH
A second offense will cost a driver $125, and a third and
subsequent offenses will run $250 each.
However, many trucks that are technically restricted from
these streets still need to make deliveries in the area. In
these cases, drivers will still receive a violation notice. To
be exempt from this ordinance, drivers making deliveries
FDQVHQGDFRS\RIWKHELOORIODGLQJ0DU\ODQG2QHFHUWL¿HG
permit or other proof of local delivery to the DOT Automated
7UDI¿F9LRODWLRQ(QIRUFHPHQW6\VWHP
Proof of delivery (with the violation number) can be sent
via email to ATVES.Ombudsman@BaltimoreCity.gov or by
mail to; The Baltimore City Department of Transportation;
$XWRPDWHG7UDI¿F9LRODWLRQV(QIRUFHPHQW6\VWHP32%R[
22505; Baltimore, MD 21203. LL
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00*%"CBDLT$PMPSBEPCJMMFOTVSJOH0DD"DDDPWFSBHF
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

An effort halfway through the
Colorado General Assembly would
ensure occupational accident
insurance coverage is available to
independent truckers in the state.
Colorado law now requires
independent commercial operators
to have workers’ compensation or a
private insurance policy that provides
similar coverage.
The Senate voted unanimously to
advance a bill that would change
“private insurance policy” to
“occupational accident coverage
insurance policy.” The bill, SB178,
also would specify the requirements
for when such a policy may be
considered as providing similar
coverage.
“We are the only state of
surrounding states that does not
define what is similar coverage,” Sen.
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Jim Smallwood testified during a
recent hearing on the bill. “Therefore
it is virtually impossible, if not
impossible, for an owner-operator to
purchase a coverage.”
Sponsored by Smallwood,
R-Parker, and Rep. Tracy KraftTharp, D-Arvada, the rule change
would apply to commercial vehicles
with a gross vehicle weight rating
of at least 16,001 pounds and
for hauling commerce on public
highways.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association supports the
effort. Of OOIDA’s more than
160,000 members nationwide, about
2,470 reside in Colorado.
“According to our members, OccAcc is a preferred alternative to
workers’ compensation because it’s
generally more affordable, provides
unique benefits and includes coverage
for nonworking-related accidents,”

OOIDA Director of Government
Affairs Mike Matousek wrote in a
letter of support to the bill sponsors.
“Conversely, workers’ compensation
is often times too expensive and
doesn’t reflect the needs of the person
being covered.”
Matousek adds that trucking is an
extremely diverse industry.
“One-size-fits-all seldom ever fits
in trucking. Truckers need options,
including options that determine what
they’ll be covered for in the event
of an accident,” he wrote. “In short,
our members like Occ-Acc insurance
coverage, and it should be preserved
as a legal alternative to workers’
compensation.”
At press time, SB178 awaits
consideration in the House Business
Affairs and Labor Committee. If
approved there it would move to the
Senate floor before possibly moving
straight to the governor’s desk. LL
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Backlog of DOT exams estimated
to be more than a million
National registry website was hacked on Dec. 1.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

A

s of early April, the FMCSA’s National Registry
of Certified Medical Examiners website had been
down for more than four months, and the backlog of
Department of Transportation physicals waiting to be
uploaded was estimated to be more than a million.
Medical examiners who were certified before the
hack have been able to continue conducting DOT
physicals and issuing medical certificates to qualified
drivers. However, the outage has created a tremendous
backlog of examination results that are waiting to be
uploaded.
And as of press time, it remained unclear when the site
would become fully functional and when the results of
DOT exams would be ready to be uploaded. Throughout
the outage that started when the website suffered a
security breach on Dec. 1, the FMCSA has never provided
a timeline for when it expects the registry website to be
fully functional.

While the process has been a slow
one, FMCSA started phasing in some
functionality to the website in April.
The agency hasn’t answered many questions regarding
the investigation into the hack, but they did say in
December that there was no initial “evidence of exposure
of the personal information of drivers, medical examiners,
or motor carrier operators.”
While the process has been a slow one, FMCSA started
phasing in some functionality to the website in April.
On April 6, the website added a notice aimed at health
care professionals who want to become a certified
medical examiner and begin conducting Department of
Transportation physicals for commercial motor vehicle
drivers.
“FMCSA has completed the registration part of
the certification process, which allows health care
professionals to register, receive a national registry
number, and take the medical examiner certification test,”
the website states. “However, at this time, the national
registry is not able to receive test results from testing
organizations to complete the certification process.
FMCSA is working on making this part of the certification
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process as soon as possible.”
According to multiple sources, there are doctors who
passed their test to qualify to be a CME but could not
be added to the national registry because of the website
outage.
“Medical examiners who go through this process will
be registered, will receive a national registry number, and
are able to take the certification test,” the website states.
“However, they are not permitted to conduct physical
qualification examinations of interstate commercial
motor vehicle drivers, even if they pass the test. Any
examinations conducted or medical examiner’s certificates
issued will not be valid.
“If you choose to use this registration process, you will
be notified as soon as FMCSA has the ability to receive
the test results from the testing organization.”
FMCSA’s notice on the website was posted days
after Land Line asked the agency about a report that at
least one doctor started conducting DOT physicals for
commercial motor vehicle drivers after passing the test
but before receiving a certificate. While the FMCSA
didn’t confirm nor deny the incident, the agency indicated
that any such physicals would be invalid and that the
drivers would need to be re-examined by a certified
medical examiner to receive a medical card.
Medical examiners are instructed to segregate all
examinations completed during the outage and be
prepared to upload them to the national registry system
with no penalties when it is back online.
While the website isn’t fully operational, drivers can
use its search tool to help locate medical examiners who
remain on the national registry. Drivers can search by ZIP
code or registry number.
In addition, truck drivers can use the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association website to read reviews
on certified medical examiners. LL
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Democrats release alternate
infrastructure bill as Trump’s plan
sits in limbo
From Page 27

wealthiest American individuals and companies,
according to the plan.
Last year, Republicans passed a $1.5 trillion tax cut
for large corporations and the top 1 percent, the proposal
SRLQWVRXW'HPRFUDWVZDQWWRUHYHUVH¿YHRIWKRVH
provisions and direct the savings to infrastructure.
Q3FTUPSFUPQJOEJWJEVBMUBYSBUFUPQFSDFOU
CJMMJPOPWFSZFBST o5IFUBYSFGPSN
SFEVDFEUIFUBYSBUFUPQFSDFOUBOESBJTFEUIF
JODPNFUISFTIPMEUP GPSJOEJWJEVBMT B
CSFBL%FNPDSBUTTBZJTTPMFMZGPSUIFQFSDFOU
Q3FTUPSFBMUFSOBUJWFNJOJNVNUBY CJMMJPO
PWFSZFBST o5IJTFOTVSFTUIBUIJHIJODPNF
UBYQBZFSTDBOOPUBCVTFUIFUBYTZTUFNXJUI
EFEVDUJPOTBOEMPPQIPMFT#FGPSFUBYSFGPSN UIF
mSTU XFSFFYFNQUGPSJOEJWJEVBMT XJUI
FYFNQUJPOTQIBTFEPVUBUQFSDFOUGPSUIPTF
FBSOJOHNPSFUIBO 5BYSFGPSNJODSFBTFE
CPUIUIFFYFNQUJPOMFWFMTBOEUIFJODPNF
UISFTIPMEBUXIJDIUIFFYFNQUJPOTQIBTFPVU
Q3FTUPSFFTUBUFUBY CJMMJPOPWFSZFBST 
o"DDPSEJOHUPUIFQSPQPTBM GFXFSUIBOUXPPG
 FTUBUFTXFSFBGGFDUFECFGPSFUIFSFGPSN 
XIFOFTUBUFTXPSUIMFTTUIBONJMMJPOXFSFGVMMZ
FYFNQU5BYSFGPSNEPVCMFEUIBUFYFNQUJPOUP
 NJMMJPO
Q$MPTFUIFDBSSJFEJOUFSFTUMPPQIPMF CJMMJPOPWFS
ZFBST o%FNPDSBUTDMBJNUIJTMPPQIPMFBMMPXT
8BMM4USFFUUPEJTHVJTFUIFJSDPNQFOTBUJPOJODPNF
BTDBQJUBMHBJOT
Q#SJOHUIFDPSQPSBUFUBYSBUFUPQFSDFOU

CJMMJPOPWFSZFBST o$VSSFOUMZ UIF
DPSQPSBUFUBYSBUFJTTFUBUQFSDFOU1SFWJPVT
CJQBSUJTBOQSPQPTBMTSBOHFEGSPNUP
QFSDFOU%FNPDSBUTBSFTBZJOHUIBUUIFDVSSFOU
SBUFSFMJFTPOUSJDLMFEPXOFDPOPNJDT XIJDIUIFZ
DMBJNJTBGBJMFEUIFPSZ

In total, $1.022 trillion would be raised for
infrastructure spending through the Senate Democrats’
proposed tax reform changes.
A good chunk of that money will go toward road and
bridge repair, approximately $140 billion. A significant
topic that was not directly addressed in the White
House’s proposal was the Highway Trust Fund, which
is quickly drying up. The Democrats’ proposal includes
$140 billion to ensure the solvency of the Highway
Trust Fund for the next 10 years. LL
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LAWSUITUPDATE

OOIDA v. Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission
The National Motorists Association joins
OOIDA in a lawsuit that challenges the
constitutionality of how excessive toll
revenue has been spent.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

he Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
and the National Motorists Association have filed a
class-action lawsuit against the Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission for what they say are excessive toll increases
that place a burden on interstate commerce. Additionally,
the lawsuit claims toll revenue has been diverted to
projects unrelated to the turnpike.
In a lawsuit filed on March 15, OOIDA is challenging
the constitutionality of the imposition of excessive tolls
by the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission. OOIDA
claims that tolls, or “user fees,” become an undue burden
on commerce once the amount is greater than a fair
approximation of the value of the use of facility.

T

“Truckers and motorists are not ATMs to fund
everything under the sun,” said Todd Spencer, acting
president of OOIDA. “The ongoing, economic drain
on unsuspecting turnpike users is the epitome of
highway robbery.”
The lawsuit also claims that Turnpike Commission tolls
are used to pay for state projects that have nothing to do
with the turnpike, including operations, maintenance or
improvements. OOIDA is invoking the commerce clause in
its case.
Four trucking companies and two Pennsylvania residents
who drive a private vehicle also are named as plaintiffs in
the lawsuit.
In 2007, a public-private partnership was established
between the Turnpike Commission and the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation. The agreement is good for
50 years. Per the agreement, the Turnpike Commission
would lease Interstate 80 from PennDOT and convert it
to a toll road. The Turnpike Commission must provide
hundreds of millions of dollars annually to PennDOT under
the agreement.
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According to the lawsuit, the transfer of I-80 to the
Turnpike Commission was never implemented because the
Federal Highway Administration never granted its approval
to convert the interstate to a toll road. Regardless, the
agreement moved on and was eventually implemented.
Legislation required the Turnpike Commission to make
payments to PennDOT in the amounts of $750 million in
FY 2007-08, $850 million in 2008-09, and $900 million in
2009-10. From 2011 to 2022, the payments are reduced to
$450 million a year. Payments are further reduced to $50
million from 2023 to the end of the agreement in 2057.
In total, the Turnpike Commission will pay PennDOT
$9.65 billion, with nearly $6 billion of that already paid.
OOIDA points to a 2016 audit that reveals Turnpike
Commission payments have been dedicated solely to
nonhighway purposes, including transit. In 2008, the
Turnpike Commission announced a large toll rate increase
since revenue was going elsewhere. According to a 2008
Turnpike Commission news release, the 2009 increase
“will largely be used by PennDOT to help finance offturnpike road and bridge projects and the state’s 74 masstransit operations.” The Turnpike Commission said more
than 90 percent of the increase will go to non-Turnpike
projects.
“If those programs have value, however, they should be
paid for by taxpayers,” the lawsuit states. “Funding these
projects with toll receipts violates constitutional protections
guaranteed to users of the Pennsylvania Turnpike.”
In regard to the excessive costs, OOIDA points out that
since 2011 revenue generated by Turnpike Commission
tolls have totaled to more than 200 percent of the operation
and maintenance costs of the Pennsylvania Turnpike
System. With toll revenue twice as much as needed,
OOIDA argues that the tolls are being used as a revenuegenerating machine for PennDOT to use for unrelated
projects.
“Truckers and motorists are not ATMs to fund everything
under the sun,” said Todd Spencer, acting president of
OOIDA. “The ongoing, economic drain on unsuspecting
MAY 2018

turnpike users is the epitome of highway robbery.”
A 2016 performance audit of the Turnpike Commission
from Pennsylvania’s auditor general found that
“annual costly toll increases place an undue burden
on Pennsylvanians.” The audit called toll increases
“unsustainable” and eventually “the average turnpike
traveler will be deterred by the increased cost and seek
alternative toll-free routes.”
“The right to move freely by automobile is implicit in
the concept of ordered liberty and finds ample support
in the Commerce Clause, the Privileges and Immunities
Clause, and the Due Process Clause of the 14th
Amendment,” the lawsuit says.
Of the nearly 200 million vehicles that traveled on
the turnpike in the fiscal year ending May 31, 2015,
more than 86 percent were Class 1 passenger vehicles.
However, the lawsuit estimates that about half of the
annual toll revenue came from trucks, which represent
less than 15 percent of total traffic. Trucks generated
approximately $443 million in Turnpike Commission toll
revenue in 2016.
OOIDA and NMA are seeking declaratory and
injunctive relief, damages and other relief deemed
appropriate. The associations are requesting that any
damages awarded be paid by the Turnpike Commission
rather than the state.
A few weeks after filing a lawsuit against the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission for excessive
tolls, OOIDA asked the court to immediately stop the
commission from transferring any money for purposes
not related to the turnpike while the case is pending.
On April 2, OOIDA filed the motion for preliminary
injunction in its lawsuit against the Turnpike
Commission. The motion requests that the defendants be
prohibited from these actions:
QTransferring to the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation any further sums derived from
Pennsylvania Turnpike toll revenue to satisfy the
commission’s obligations under Act 44/89 or for
any other purpose except operating, maintaining, or
improving the turnpike;
QUsing any sums derived from such toll revenue to
pay the cost of debt service for any bonds issued by
the Turnpike Commission for any purpose other than
operating, maintaining, or improving the turnpike; and
QIssuing or causing to be issued additional bonds
or other debt obligations for the purpose of making
further payments to PennDOT pursuant to Act 44/89.

The requested preliminary injunctive relief would not
require any change in the active toll schedules until the
conclusion of the litigation. LL
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Celebrating a life,
a vision
Johnston helped turn
OOIDA into the largest
national organization
for truckers.

By Mark Schremmer, associate editor
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wner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association members from across the nation
gathered on March 23 at the Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky., to honor the life of a
man who spent more than four decades fighting for the
rights of truck drivers.
Longtime OOIDA President and CEO Jim Johnston
died on Jan. 8. He was 78 years old.
At MATS, truck drivers were given the opportunity
to pay their respects at a celebration of life in
Johnston’s honor. The celebration of life was hosted by
OOIDA and its employees as well as Johnston’s family
and partner companies such as OneBeacon Insurance
Group, which made a significant financial contribution
to the event.
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“He’s helped give truckers a
voice that will sustain. It will
sustain. It will keep going.”
– Todd Spencer, OOIDA acting president and CEO

In 1975, Johnston became OOIDA’s third president
and helped turn the Association into the largest national
organization for truckers with more than 160,000
members.
“He’s helped give truckers a voice that will sustain,”
OOIDA Acting President and CEO Todd Spencer said.
“It will sustain. It will keep going.”
The ceremony included a video tribute to Johnston, as
well as speeches from Spencer, OOIDA Chief
Operating Officer Rod Nofziger, OOIDA Board of
Directors General Vice President Woody Chambers,
OOIDA members George and Wendy Parker, as well as
Johnston’s wife, Karen Johnston, and brother, Chuck
Johnston.
The event was also attended by former FMCSA
Administrator Scott Darling, as well as several
members of the OOIDA board of directors.
U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., sent a video
message.
“His whole life was trucking and independent truck
drivers,” DeFazio said. “He led the organization from
the time it was in a trailer chained to a light post and
(helped it become) an organization with more than
160,000 members today. He was an incredibly effective
voice for independent truck drivers in trying to deal
with bureaucracy in Washington, D.C., and a mostly
dysfunctional Congress.
“He tried to get policies that made sense for you and
your businesses. Jim’s voice will certainly be missed.
His advocacy was extraordinary over so many years,
but I know OOIDA will continue to fight with the same
vigor he put into it.”
Johnston was born in Summerfield, Mass., on July
23, 1939. He dropped out of school in the ninth grade
and eventually enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1956. He
was a boilerman on four ships – two troop ships, an
ammunition ship and a survey ship.

Todd Spencer, OOIDA acting president and CEO, speaks about the life
of Jim Johnston and the future of the Association during an event on
March 23 at the Mid-America Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky. (Photo by
Norita Taylor)

Woody Chambers, OOIDA board of directors general vice
president, said he was impressed with Jim Johnston from the
first time he met him. (Photo by Norita Taylor)

Continued on Page 44

“Jim was incredibly proud of the people he represented.
He loved talking to OOIDA members.”
– Rod Nofziger, OOIDA chief operating officer
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“Nobody in our family had
been in trucking, but it got in his
blood and it got in there hard.”
– Chuck Johnston, brother of Jim
From Page 43

After completing his military service in the U.S.
Navy, Johnston entered the trucking industry in 1960
as a driver and an owner-operator. As the story is
told, Johnston started driving before he had his
license. After arriving at the DMV to take the test, the
examiner asked how he got the truck there. Johnston
replied honestly and told him that he drove it.
He passed the test and started driving for Diamond
Transportation out of Wisconsin. By 1969, Johnston
moved to Grain Valley, Mo., as he got a job trucking
for All Star Dairy in Lawrence, Kan.
OOIDA was formed in 1973, and Johnston became
president two years later. Under Johnston’s
leadership, OOIDA started many services and
programs for drivers. Any profits from the services or
programs go directly toward funding the fight to
protect and ensure the rights of truck drivers.
Karen spoke
about
“OOIDA is a voice for the
Johnston’s life
truckers. We have to be unified. as a family
You can’t fight by yourself.”
man.
“OOIDA,
– Michael Zoll, OOIDA life member
although it was
one of my husband’s greatest accomplishments, does
not define who my husband was,” Karen said.
“Actually, the man who my husband was defines
OOIDA. His character, his compassion, his strength,
his heart and his vision are what made OOIDA
possible. He desired to make change and
improvement. His willingness to fight. That’s who
Jim was. My husband was bigger than life. He
commanded every room he ever entered. He was
tough but never arrogant. He never lost sight of the
mission or his vision. He was the smartest man I’ll
ever know.”
Chuck shared stories about some of the sacrifices
his brother made to help OOIDA get off the ground.

Chuck Johnston shared stories about his brother during a
celebration of life at the Mid-America Trucking Show. (Photo by
Suzanne Stempinski)

Karen Johnston talked about the qualities that made Jim a good
husband and a good leader for OOIDA. (Photo by Suzanne
Stempinski)

“His character, his compassion, his strength, his heart and
his vision are what made OOIDA possible.”
– Karen Johnston, wife of Jim
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“Jim’s voice will certainly be
missed, but I know OOIDA will
continue to fight with the same
vigor he put into it.”
– U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore.

Hundreds gathered at the Mid-America Trucking Show to celebrate
the life of longtime OOIDA President and CEO Jim Johnston. (Photo by
Suzanne Stempinski)

OOIDA members George and Wendy Parker spoke about their
admiration of Jim and why being a part of OOIDA is so important to
them. (Photo by Norita Taylor)

“Jim was a great guy.
He was very down to earth.”
– Carl Smith, OOIDA life member
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“There were a lot of times that he and Todd ran
around with their paychecks in their pockets, because
if they cashed them they wouldn’t be able to get
(Land Line Magazine) out. They knew that the
magazine was the lifeblood of the organization.”
Representatives from OOIDA also spoke
about Johnston’s leadership and the future of the
Association.
“He was an impressive man who always put the
Association before himself and before his ego,”
Chambers said. “I’m honored to have known him and
to have served him all these years.”
Spencer said that Johnston was a leader who knew
how to get things done.
“It isn’t a great accomplishment to just stir things
up,” he said. “You have to plan for afterward for how
to put things back together. Mr. Johnston had a plan.
He understood that if the plan was going to work,
like-minded individuals had to buy into that plan.
And those like-minded individuals are truck drivers.”
Johnston’s vision remains alive, and the fight for
the rights of truck drivers will continue.
“The Association was set up from the beginning to
fight for the rights of truckers,” Spencer said. “The
early goals of the organization were largely about
making things right. Probably the magic that has
allowed OOIDA to last is that it’s always been about
the people who it represents – the men and women
behind the wheel.” LL

“He looked like one of those
people you could always trust, and
it turned out to be so.”
– Wendy Parker, OOIDA member

“He’s laid the foundation for us
to fight for the rights of truckers.”
– George Parker, OOIDA member
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The Land Line crew brings
you the news, highlights and
need-to-know info from the
2018 Mid-America Trucking
Show in Louisville, Ky.

By Land Line Staff

This year’s edition of the Mid-America Trucking
Show in Louisville, Ky., was full of big news,
great trucks and hundreds of products and
services. The staff of Land Line set out to
cover it, with a new virtual map that aimed to
put readers right on the show floor.
Sponsored by ToughTested, the interactive
map has photos, videos, stories and more at
your fingertips. We’ve grabbed some of the
highlights from the 2018 edition of MATS for
you here.
Read on, and check
out the interactive
map online at
LandLineMag.com.
It’s got entertainers
and celebrity
sightings in
addition to
the news
from the
show.
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recipient wasn’t seeking
the spotlight
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Frank Vieira didn’t want to be owed anything. He
didn’t want to be viewed as a hero.
But after saving a man’s life, Vieira’s hero status
won’t fade anytime soon. The truck driver from
Canada was honored with the 35th annual Goodyear
Highway Hero Award during the Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky.
Last year, Vieira was driving an unfamiliar route
near Toronto when he heard a crash involving a car
and another truck. When he arrived at the car, he
discovered that the driver’s neck was pierced by a
piece of the steering wheel. Vieira applied pressure
to the wound and notified emergency services about
the accident. During this time, another person arrived
at the scene and fainted after seeing all of the blood.
Using one hand to apply pressure and the other to
call for help, Vieira used his leg to move the fainted
bystander out of traffic.
Vieira was told that the driver survived, but the two
haven’t met since that day.
“I didn’t want to keep in touch. I’d hate to have
someone feel like they owe me,” Vieira said. “That is
one thing that I specified. I don’t want to feel like a
hero. But here I am, and I’m a hero. I was told he was
good, and that’s all I wanted to know. He made it. The
fire department was nice enough to call me and leave
a message. They said, ‘You don’t need to call us back,
but we just want you to know that he made it.’”
Vieira wanted so little attention over the incident
that he didn’t tell his wife of 25 years until two
months later.
“I still can’t hear the end of it. She just doesn’t
understand how I’m able to keep it inside.”
As part of the award, Vieira received $5,000, a
trophy and a special ring.
Brian Bucenell of Richmond, Va., and Ryan Moody
of Tacoma, Wash., received cash prizes as finalists.
Bucenell used his truck to help end a high-speed
chase involving state troopers and a stolen car. He
merged onto the Ohio Turnpike near Toledo. When
he switched on his CB radio just after merging, he
overheard other truckers discussing a high-speed
chase that was taking place not far from his location.
Moments later, Bucenell spotted a group of state
troopers in pursuit of a car, which was headed his
MAY
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Goodyear Marketing Director Gary Medalis congratulates
Highway Hero Frank Vieira. (Photo courtesy of Goodyear)

Goodyear Marketing Director Gary Medalis stands with Highway Hero finalists Frank
Vieira, Brian Bucenell and Ryan Moody. The three truck drivers were honored during a
ceremony at the Mid-America Trucking Show. (Photo by Tyson Fisher)

way. As Bucenell’s tractor-trailer entered a construction
zone, the stolen car attempted to pass him on the shoulder.
Bucenell’s Peterbilt kept pace with the car and eventually
sandwiched it against the guard rail, ending a 20-minute
chase that reached speeds faster than 100 mph. Troopers
arrested the car’s driver and passengers, who were later
charged with motor vehicle theft.
Moody helped save the life of a badly injured
motorcyclist. After witnessing the crash, Moody positioned
his truck to block traffic and jumped out to help. He
wrapped his own shirt around the head of the victim and

Y

stayed with him until help arrived.
This was the 35th consecutive year for Goodyear to
honor truck drivers who perform heroic deeds.
“The award was established to honor truck drivers who
put themselves in harm’s way to help others,” said Gary
Medalis, Goodyear’s marketing director. “Over more than
three decades, truck drivers have saved children from
drowning, police officers from crazed individuals, and
have rescued people from burning vehicles that exploded.
These guys are all heroes. Every truck driver we’ve met

OOIDA members named
Outstanding Trucker Buddies
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Two members of the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association received Outstanding Trucker
Buddy awards for 2017, Trucker Buddy International
Executive Director Alan Welborn announced at the
Mid-America Trucking Show.
Steen Gronlund, an OOIDA life member, and
OOIDA member Sonja Springman earned the
awards. Neither were in attendance to receive their
awards.
Gronlund, a driver for Mile Hi Express, Denver,
has been a Trucker Buddy for 20 years. He assists
Angie Banning’s fourth-grade class at Longmont
Estates Elementary in Longmont, Colo.
Springman, a driver for Try Hours Expedited
Services, Maurnee, Ohio, has been a Trucker Buddy
for two years. She assists Geraldine Mazua’s ninthgrade class in France.
MAY
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Welborn said the difference in Gronlund’s and
Springman’s number of years in the program shows
that the award is about how much the truck drivers
interact with their respective classes.
Chelsea Smith, a teacher at Golden Hills
Elementary in Oroville, Colo., earned Outstanding
Teacher for 2017. John Waldvogel, a retired trucker
from Motor Carrier Service LLC, Northwood, Ohio,
received the Darrell Hicks Ambassador of the Year
award.
Trucker Buddy was founded as a nonprofit
organization in 1992. It has helped educate
schoolchildren and introduce educators to the
trucking industry through pen pal relationships. The
truck drivers undergo an extensive screening process.
The organization said it has helped more than a
million schoolchildren since its founding by OOIDA
member Gary King. LL
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Hot on the lot
Not even 8 inches of
snow could cool down
the competition in
the PKY Truck Beauty
Championship.
By Suzanne Stempinski,
contributing field editor

The motto for the United States
Post Office is, “Neither rain nor
snow nor gloom of night will
stay these couriers from the swift
completion of their appointed
rounds.” That’s equally true of the
dedicated (completely crazy) men
Photo by Suzanne Stempinski
and women devoted to showing
Josh Gentry, a
their trucks regardless of the
38-year-old OOIDA
weather conditions in March in the
member, received the
PKY Truck Beauty Championship
Jake Eilen Pride in
at the Mid-America Trucking Show.
Your Ride Award for
Record snowfall – upward of
his 2018 Peterbilt 389
8 inches – ice and bone-chilling
named Long Time
cold, followed by thaw and
Coming.
sunshine and then torrential rain,
provided the backdrop for some
of the most beautiful and inspired
Photo by Suzanne Stempinski

Continued on Page 50

Photo courtesy of Stars & Stripes

Photo by Suzanne Stempinski
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Jonathan Eilen’s 1990 Peterbilt
379 won Best Limited Interior,
Best Limited Engine, Best Limited
Bobtail Paint and Graphics, and
Best of Show Limited Bobtail.
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Theresa DeSantis, an
OOIDA member from
Arizona, took home five
trophies with her 1985
Peterbilt 359.

Photos courtesy of Stars & Stripes

Jonathan Donadio
earned multiple
awards for his 2019
Kenworth W900 and
2019 East Dump
trailer.
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Hot on the lot
From Page 48

trucks on the parking lot behind
the West Wing. This year’s PKY
offered a whopping 107 trucks in
competition.
“I’ve wanted to show here at
MATS since I was 8 years old,”
explained 38-year-old OOIDA
member Josh Gentry.
It’s why he named his two-tone
blue 2018 Peterbilt 389 pulling a
2018 Timpte Grain Hopper Long
Time Coming. Built with a little
input from legendary Kansas City
Peterbilt dealer Clint Moore, the
Photo by Suzanne Stempinski
truck will stay busy hauling grain
Joe Hertel won Best of Show Limited
and livestock around the south.
Combo
for his 2018 purple and black
Gentry was deeply humbled to
Kenworth W900.
receive the Jake Eilen Pride in
Your Ride Award, presented
every year by the Eilen Family in
memory of Jake, whose life ended
too soon but whose legacy never
fades.
Photo courtesy of Stars & Stripes
“To be chosen for this honor is
absolutely awesome,” Gentry said.
“This is truly a prestigious award
and means the world to me.”
The Eilen family is filled with
Photo courtesy of Stars & Stripes
show truck participants. And they
all pitch in to help one another
on the field of competition. This
time, Jonathan Eilen’s 1990
black, gray and white Peterbilt 379,
The Hustler, cleaned up big time,
winning Best Limited Interior,
Best Limited Engine, Best Limited
Bobtail Paint and Graphics, and
Best of Show Limited Bobtail. On
the lot or going down the road,
their trucks turn heads.
Brother Pat, an OOIDA
member, has a new truck in the
works – but so far it’s just a lot
Photo by Suzanne Stempinski
of sheet metal and plans. Look
Steven Smith’s 2016 Peterbilt 389 and 2016 Trout River SC-35 Paving
for him to bring out something
Trailer won Best of Show Working Dump Combo.
special later this year.
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Theresa DeSantis, an
OOIDA member from Apache
Junction, Ariz., keeps coming back
with an old truck that looks better
than new with her 1985 red-andorange Peterbilt 359 pulling a 2016
East tarpside trailer. Fondly referred
to as The Witches Inn, witches with
cauldrons and broomsticks adorn this
sharp old ride. She stirred the minds
of the judges as well, taking home
five trophies, including Best of Show
Working Combo.
Best of Show-Working Bobtail was
awarded to Dave Baker of Rock
Island, Ill. His truck, a 2016 cream,
OOIDA member
brown and orange striped Kenworth
David McKinney
W900L, is called The Duke and runs
and Dill McKinney
for Fleenor Bros. All their trucks
pose in front of
David’s 1994
are sharp and this was no exception,
Peterbilt
379, which
bringing home three trophies for
captured
People’s
their efforts.
Choice
honors.
Jonathan Donadio
and Minty Fresh, a two-tone
2019 Kenworth W900 and 2019
East Dump trailer, took home
awards for Limited Combo
Lights, Limited Combo Custom
Paint and Graphics, and Best of
Show Limited Dump Combo.
Joe Hertel hails from Lebanon,
Pa. His 2018 purple and black
Kenworth W900 and 2019 Mac
tarped flatbed make a knockout
combo, earning him Best of Show
Limited Combo honors.
If Big-N-Sexy is what you’re
after, Steven Smith’s 2016
blue Peterbilt 389 and 2016 Trout
River SC-35 Paving Trailer brought
it. They were recognized as Best of
Show Working Dump Combo.
Dave Baker received Best of
People’s Choice Winner –
Show – Working Bobtail for his
chosen by the voting public –
2016 Kenworth W900L, which
is called The Duke
went to OOIDA member David
McKinney of Lexington, Ala., and
his 1994 blue Peterbilt 379. LL
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World-class rat rods at MATS 2018
By Wendy Parker, staff writer

Psst… J lot at MATS, known for slick, shiny
chrome and gorgeous show trucks, had rats
this year. Don’t worry, no one contracted
plague, but some may indeed have come
down with a case of “rat rod fever.”
For the first time ever, PKY Truck Beauty
Competition set aside a small portion of the
lot to display medium and heavy-duty class
rat rods.

Photos by Wendy Parker

Somewhere within Brad Hartwick’s Patriot
lies a 1978 Kenworth W900. Hot-rod style rats
represented the slicker end of the class at MATS
this year.

Endee, a 1942 International KS5, built by Charlie and
Elmo Pacheo of Team Cutters from Trementina,
N.M. Endee holds the RATical Rod 2017 Build Off World

The Autullos, from Worth, Ill., stand in front of
Lawless. Their 1993 379 Peterbilt took first place
in the people’s choice PKY Rat Rod Competition
for 2018.

OOIDA employees and
board members shared
conversations with many
of its members as the
Association enters its 45th
year of fighting for the
rights of truck drivers.
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Photos by Jami Jones

A MATS
meet-andgreet

OOIDA Chief Operating Officer Rod Nofziger

Jon Osburn, the skipper of OOIDA’s The Spirit tour truck.
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Gary Ries entered Randy Grubb’s Super Semi build,
Pissed Off Pete, which began with an original 1960
Peterbilt 351 and ended up this super-tuned streetster.
Pissed Off boasts 1,000 lb-ft of torque and 500 horses on
the ground.

Another of Gary’s contributions to the show was Petester.
This 1950 Peterbilt boasts an 8V92 Detroit engine and an
Allison auto transmission.

OOIDA Board Member Leland Wilkins

MAY 2018

Cody Burch and the crew at 4 State Trucks in Joplin,
Mo., entered the 1986 Peterbilt 359 Rat II, from the tonguein-cheek “Left/Overs Transport” in “Payne Killer, Mo.”

Odd details and lack of luster define rat class. Burch’s build
personifies heavy-duty rods with a cobbled-together mix of
old school cool and custom. A vintage Mercury sleeper is
icing on a somewhat messy cake.

OOIDA Board Members Dave Jungeblut, left, and Robert
Esler take time to chat.
LAND LINE 53
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Navy vet, mother of five wins
Volvo from Women in Trucking
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The Mid-America Trucking Show is full
of surprises. For one truck driver, that’s an
understatement. On March 24, Women in Trucking
gave away a 2014 Volvo VNL 670 to one special
trucker.
Women in Trucking CEO Ellen Voie handed
over the keys to a 2014 Volvo VNL to Tiffany
Hanna during the 2018 MATS in Louisville, Ky.
Hanna, from St. Peters, Mo., is a U.S. Navy
YHWHUDQDQGPRWKHURI¿YH+DQQDKDVEHHQGULYLQJ
IRU¿YH\HDUVEXWKHUH[SRVXUHWRWUXFNLQJJRHV
way back. Her mother was also a professional
driver.
“The sky is the limit, but that’s for small
dreamers,” Hanna said after being handed the keys
to the Women in Trucking Volvo VNL.
A donation by Arrow Truck Sales, the 2014 Volvo
VNL is valued at $55,000 and came with a bunch
of perks from other company sponsors:
 )URP$7%6DRQH\HDU5XPEOH6WULS(VVHQWLDOV
¿QDQFLDOVHUYLFHVYDOXHGDW
 )URP%HOPRUDJLIWFHUWL¿FDWHIRUDEXJVFUHHQ
winter front hood shield and side window
GHÀHFWRUYDOXHGDW
 )URP%OXH%HDFRQ7UXFN:DVKHVD%OXH%HDFRQ
tractor wash/Rain-X service each month, valued
DWPRUHWKDQ
 )URP&LWDGHO)OHHW6DIHW\&LWDGHO.LWDQG
PRQWKVVHUYLFHYDOXHGDW
 )URP'ULYHZ\]HDOLIHWLPHVXEVFULSWLRQWR
Drivewyze Pre Clear Weigh Station Bypass
6HUYLFH
 )URP)ORZ%HORZ7UDFWRU$HUR.LWZKHHOIDLULQJV
DQGZKHHOFRYHUVYDOXHGDW
 )URP0LFKHOLQ%)*RRGULFKWLUHVYDOXHGDW
DQG
 )URP1DWLRQDO7UXFN3URWHFWLRQDRQH
year/120,000-mile engine warranty and a one
year after-treatment system warranty, valued at
$995.
This 2014 Volvo VNL was donated by Kansas City,
Mo.-based Arrow Truck Sales Inc. for the Women
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Women in Trucking CEO Ellen Voie hands over the keys to a 2014
Volvo VNL to Tiffany Hanna during the 2018 Mid-America Trucking
Show. (Photo by Tyson Fisher)

in Trucking giveaway. Several company sponsors
supplied many features that added approximately
$20,000 to the value of the truck:
)URP5DQG0F1DOO\DQ2YHU'U\YH3UR YDOXHG
at $600) and one year SiriusXM subscription
YDOXHGDW 
)URP5RDGZRUNVDJLIWFHUWL¿FDWHIRUWKUHHVHWV
of Roadworks detail products, sun visor and trim,
YDOXHGDW
)URP6XQULVH%HGGLQJD3LOORZ7RSPDWWUHVV
WRSSHUYDOXHGDW
)URP7UDYHO&HQWHUVRI$PHULFD3HWUR6WRSSLQJ
&HQWHUVD¿UVWIXHOWDQN¿OODQGSODWLQXPOR\DOW\
VWDWXVIRURQH\HDUYDOXHGDW
)URP9HOYDFD5RDG,4&RQQHFWHG9HKLFOH
9LVLRQ3ODWIRUPYDOXHGDWDQG
)URP:LUHG7UXFNDQ2PQLWUDFV,9*XQLWYDOXHG
at $1,900.
In total, the truck is valued at $75,000.
“We are thrilled to hand over the keys to Tiffany,
who has been an advocate for women in the
trucking industry by mentoring and supporting the
women and men at Prime Inc.,” Voie said. “This
is truly the chance of a lifetime, thanks to Arrow
Truck Sales and their very generous donation.” LL
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Honoring Jim Johnston

Shell Rotella celebrated 10 years of contributions to the OOIDA Mary Johnston Scholarship Fund at the Mid-America Trucking Show.

donation were members of Jim’s family along with members of the OOIDA staff and board of directors. (Photo by Jami Jones)

Road Dog Road Show

Land Line Magazine Managing Editor Jami Jones, third
from left, joined the Road Dog Road Show with, from left,
KC Phillips, Jimmy Mac, and Chris T. They talked about the
pressures facing truckers today. (Photo by Wendy Parker)

Listen anytime, anywhere, on any device.
Land Line Now now has podcasts of previous
show content available on a variety of podcast
services. Or just visit LandLineNow.com
and listen to the streaming audio.

Land Line Now Host Mark Reddig talks with Freewheelin’s
Chris T about the state of the trucking industry and how the
pressures of more regulations are taking a toll on drivers.
(Photo by Jami Jones)
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Of course you can always tune in from
7-8 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 12 a.m. EST on
Sirius XM Channel 146.
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Realizing a
childhood dream
As a kid, Softy used to ask truckers
for their autograph at a N.J. truck stop.
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

G

regg Softy’s fascination with big trucks started at an
early age.
Gregg Softy received the keys to a 2017 Kenworth T680 in
“I remember getting a big truck for Christmas when I
December, for being the second winner of the award that
was 4 years old,” he said.
recognizes military veterans who have transitioned into the
Softy’s fascination didn’t end there.
trucking industry. (Photo courtesy of Kenworth)
As a passenger in his family vehicle, he made a game out
of how many trucks he could spot on the trip. As a 6-yeardream come true has led to another.
old, he was so enamored with the profession that he would
Softy began driving for Stevens Transport and in
ask the truck drivers at the Vince Lombardi Service Area
December was named the winner of Fastport’s 2017
on the New Jersey Turnpike for autographs.
Transition Trucking: Driving for Excellence Award. The
However, truck driving took a back seat as he attended
second annual award goes to a military veteran who
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point before embarking
recently began a career as a truck driver. At a ceremony
on a career that included nearly three decades of service in
in Washington, D.C., Softy received the keys to a 2017
the U.S. Army. Over the years,
Kenworth T680 Advantage
he was stationed in such places
equipped with a fuel-efficient
“As an Army officer, I got to see
as Germany and Italy. He was
455-hp Paccar MX-13 engine and
more of the world than most people
active in Desert Storm/Desert
a 76-inch sleeper. The truck is
Shield and was deployed to
would see in a lifetime and do some
valued at $160,000.
such places as Afghanistan,
Softy was chosen out of more
things many people will never get to
Iraq, Libya, Haiti, and Kosovo.
than 10,000 applicants.
experience. As a truck driver, I now get
Softy earned three bronze stars,
“It probably took a month
to see more of the country I spent a
a Legion of Merit, Defense
before it really set in that I won,”
Meritorious Service Medal, and
lifetime defending. And I am loving it.” he said.
many other service and combat
An owner-operator now, Softy
badges, decorations and medals.
continues to lease on with Stevens,
A couple of years ago, he retired from the military as
hauling produce, pork, chicken and other refrigerated loads
a lieutenant colonel and decided to fulfill his childhood
across the country.
dream of being a truck driver.
He and Sean Harding, who was also a top 10 finalist for
“I was kind of depressed about what I was going to do
the Trucking Transition award, plan to launch a trucking
after the military,” Softy said. “My wife said, ‘You know
company, which will aim to hire military veterans. The
what you want to do. Let’s make it happen.’ A couple of
company is named Hell on Wheels after Softy’s unit in
days later, I turned in my resignation.”
Desert Storm.
Finally, he was going to get the chance to drive an
“We became friends in the military and decided to get
18-wheeler.
into the trucking industry together,” Softy said.
“I really had no experience with trucks at all. Until I
Needless to say, Softy is happy with his decision.
went to CDL training, I had never even seen the inside of
“As an Army officer, I got to see more of the world than
a truck. My wife will tell you how excited I was talking
most people would see in a lifetime and do some things
to her the day before I got to drive the truck for the first
many people will never get to experience. As a truck driver,
time.”
I now get to see more of the country I spent a lifetime
Since Softy’s entrance into the trucking industry, one
defending. And I am loving it.” LL
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Nominations being accepted
for third annual Transition Trucking award
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

For the third consecutive year, Kenworth, Fastport, and
Hiring Our Heroes are teaming up to discover America’s top
rookie military veteran driver.
The nomination process for the third annual Transition
Trucking: Driving for Excellence Award started March 15.
Nominations will be accepted until June 30.
Just as in past years, Kenworth will provide the winner a
new Kenworth T680 Advantage equipped with a 76-inch
sleeper, Paccar MX-13 455 hp, fuel-efﬁcient engine and
Paccar 40,000-pound tandem rear axle.
“Kenworth recognizes the importance of our veterans, and
the donation of our on-highway ﬂagship Kenworth T680 –
the driver’s truck – is one way to thank them for their military
service,” said Kurt Swihart, Kenworth marketing director.
“We encourage those transitioning from military service to
consider the trucking industry as their future career and
urge ﬂeets in America to nominate their best drivers who
have served to protect our country.”
The annual award aims to encourage military veterans to
make the transition into the trucking industry. About 200,000
service members transition out of the military into the private
sector each year.

MAY 2018

“Hiring Our Heroes helped more than 16,000 new
veterans make the transition into trucking last year,” said
Eric Eversole, U.S. Chamber of Commerce vice president
and Hiring Our Heroes president. “The 2018 Transition
Award campaign is another opportunity to highlight the
impact veterans are making in the transportation industry
and introduce a new generation of veterans to the real
economic opportunity a career in trucking can represent.”
To be nominated, the driver:
Qmust be a military veteran or a current or former
member of the National Guard or Reserves;
Qmust have graduated from a certiﬁed driver training
school and be a current CDL holder;
Qmust have been employed by any for-hire carrier
or private ﬂeet that has pledged to hire veterans
through TruckingTrack.org; and
Qmust have been ﬁrst employed as a truck driver
between Jan. 1, 2017, and June 30, 2018.
Full criteria and nomination forms can be found at the
Transition Trucking website.
Gregg Softy won in 2017, and Troy Davidson won the
inaugural award. LL
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Racing to
park as the
ELD clock ticks
By John Bendel, contributing editor

M

aybe it’s a straw in the wind,
or maybe a dead canary in the
coal mine. Pick your cliché for a bad
omen. We may have one here in the
truckload world.
It seems some truckers are driving
too fast – often in truck stop lots. Jon
Osburn sees it from OOIDA’s Spirit
of the American Trucker in truck
stops around the country. Sometimes
they pull in at near street speeds, he
said.
“I saw drivers at a truck stop
in fifth and sixth gear,” Jon said
of a recent stop in Laredo, Texas.
“They’re in a hurry to find a parking
space.”
The reason?
“ELDs,” Jon asserted. “There’s a
clock face staring back at the driver.”
That clock is ticking off the
minutes of their 14-hour day.
Parking has been a problem for a
long time. ELDs and the drop-dead
14-hour clock are making it worse.
When that clock runs out, you had
better be parked.
Could Jon’s nonscientific
observations point to a trend? Are
ELDs and the 14-hour rule making
things worse than we thought they
would? It’s possible – very possible.
According to a recent OOIDA
poll, 70 percent of the drivers who
responded say ELDs added to the
14-hour rule have forced them to
park in unsafe areas. Seventy-seven
percent have been forced to park in
unsecured areas, fully 87 percent say
they have been forced to look for
58 LAND LINE

parking earlier in their working day,
and 85 percent believe the parking
issue has gotten worse since the ELD
mandate.
Short of regulatory relief from
the FMCSA or a deep recession, it
won’t get any better. And parking
is just one problem that worsened
with the ELD. So is making the last
5 miles to home before that clock
staring at you runs out. It all adds up
to stress that doesn’t necessarily end
when you finally park. It can mess
up your sleep, generate fatigue, and
maybe even make some of us drive
too fast in truck stop lots. Anecdotal
indications are that some drivers
are driving faster elsewhere too,
particularly on the secondary roads.
This is not what rules and mandates
are supposed to do. They’re supposed
to make us all safer, but as far as we
know, so far ELDs and the 14-hour
clock have not. Jon’s comments and
informal talks with OOIDA members
indicate they may be doing the
opposite. The answer will come with
time and credible statistics.
In any case, what the FMCSA has
done – with the best of intentions – is
to build a kind of digital, electronic
cage around truck drivers.
The 14-hour rule was designed

to work with ELDs to eliminate
any possibility of “cheating.” It’s a
perfect mathematical, chronological
construct. Or is it?
Both the subject and the context
of the FMCSA’s electronic, digital,
and metaphorical perfection are
DQ\WKLQJEXW'ULYHUVDUHWKHVXEMHFW
the real world is the context. Both
are organic, analog and unpredictable
by nature. In the real world, storms
rise up, cars crash, and schedules are
no more than hopeful intentions and
ardent wishes. Drivers are human
beings who may add up to one
thing statistically but vary wildly as
individuals. For example, sometimes
they get drowsy when the FMCSA
says they shouldn’t.
So here we have a human being
driving a truck, under pressures we
don’t need to describe here, making
decisions that are wise at 8 a.m.,
noon and 4 p.m. but turn out to be all
wrong by 8 p.m. The smartest, most
experienced of us can find ourselves
in violation despite all we bring to
the game.
For me, at least, it’s hard to
imagine a more efficient stress
generator. Sometimes, I’m sure, the
FMCSA’s digital cage feels more like
a psychological trash compactor. LL
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Your card.
Your savings.
Your OOIDA membership card
gives you more than 90 discounts,
rebates and more.
NEW
DISCOUNT
DakotaPost offers OOIDA members a $2/month discount
on monthly mail forwarding or Virtual MailBox. DakotaPost
provides a safe and secure mail forwarding service with
monthly, bi-monthly, weekly, on demand or Virtual MailBox
options.

$$$
4 State Trucks offers OOIDA members special pricing
on all new parts. Road Boss membership is available
to members at less than half the standard price and
includes free parcel shipping, cash back on every purchase,
33% off all Chrome Shop Maﬁa logo merchandise and more.

$

50

Donvel offers OOIDA members a $50 discount on steer
axle stabilizers. The stabilizers turn air springs into a
powerful source of ride control for the front end of the
truck for greater ride safety and stability, less pain and
fatigue, and longer shock absorber life and tire wear.

NEW
DISCOUNT
Interstate Sleep Apnea Solutions
offers OOIDA members discounts
on affordable, accurate sleep apnea testing and
treatment. Sleep studies are only $200 and machines
with mask are $800 with OOIDA membership.

15%

Centramatic offers OOIDA members a 15% discount
plus prepaid freight in the U.S. on their on-board
wheel balancers. The balancers increase tire life, reduce
maintenance costs, and increase fuel economy.

$

15

GiraffeG4 offers OOIDA members a $15 mail-in rebate
plus a 5% discount on an in-cab, driver-programmable
low-clearance collision-avoidance system. The system
measures overhead hazards up to 20 feet, giving the driver
the opportunity to avoid damage to the trailer.

FREE
PrePass offers OOIDA members a monthly rate of
$14.90 per truck, plus a free trial. The automatic vehicle
identiﬁcation system enables participating transponderequipped commercial vehicles to be prescreened at
designated weigh stations and bypass the facility.
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Not a member yet?
Call us! 816-229-5791
or visit www.ooida.com
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Fuel
Truckers Advantage
Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits
American Truck
Historical Society

Parts & Equipment
4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
Centramatic
CSTK (Thermo King)
Dipetane
Donvel
Dura-Lite
Flitz International
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
RigMaster
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

Services
Clean Slate Tax
DakotaPost
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
Interstate Sleep Apnea
Solutions
MyMilesMatter
Open Road Drivers Plan
National Truck Protection
Phoenix Sleep Solutions
PrePass
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers
Taxation Solutions
Tax Defense Network
Team CME
Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions
Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Truckerdox
Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere
Tires
Bauer Built

Keeping you compliant
DOT drug and alcohol testing is the law – even for owneroperators. Problem is, how do you select yourself for a random
drug test?
Consortium Management
Co. Inc., a wholly owned
subsidiary of OOIDA that
was established to help
eliminate the hassle and
confusion of mandatory
drug and alcohol testing.
It’s a simple program available for $125 to $150 for members
depending on the services you need. That’s far less expensive than
any other consortium available to truckers.
Among the program’s benefits are random drug and alcohol
testing, educational requirements, semiannual summaries and
complete recordkeeping. All random drug and alcohol tests are
covered by your Consortium enrollment fee. Three reasonable
suspicion tests (if you have a driver working for you and suspect
them of drug or alcohol use) are included at no charge, as well.
Post-accident, pre-employment, return-to-duty or follow-up drug
screens also are available for only $65 per test. More information
about the program is available by calling 800-288-3784. LL
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Goodyear
Michelin
Octagon
Purcell Tire & Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental
Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
La Quinta
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Truck & Trailer
American Trailer & Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
International Used
Truck Centers
Kenworth
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks
Western Star

SAFE DRIVING
Award Recipients
MEMBER

YEARS

Marcus V. Benning ................7
Guido Molina........................10
Stephen Wade Sommer ......10
Garfield Harper Jr. ...............13
Frank Nathanson .................15
Kenneth Ray Vaughn ..........16
David R. Panos ....................17
David W. Carr .......................21
Charlie Staab........................23
Paul Nicholson.....................25
Robert Michael Webb ..........25
Eugene A. Gingrich .............28
Ricky R. Klatt .......................28
Dennis Lee Johnson ...........36
William Broyles ....................38
Jerry Northam ......................42
Steen Gronlund ...................48
Eddie L. Bryant ....................52

4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
Mission Financial
Services

SUPPORTERS

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot & OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

Corporate Supporters

SILVER LEVEL

Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

OOIDA
GOLD LEVEL

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the Membership
Department at 816-229-5791 for details on discounts.

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication
CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Dura-Lite Heat Transfer
Products
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors

SPONSORED BY
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Transformation of
trucking is inevitable
with the relentless
march forward of
driverless trucks,
but drivers will not
become extinct.
By John Bendel,
contributing editor-at-large

H

ere’s how driverless trucks will
change ground transportation.
Trucks without drivers will create
an entirely new trucking sector
that provides only line haul. These
companies and the hubs they build
will constitute a new transportation
network across the continent. Local
and regional carriers will thrive.
Today’s big carriers will be history.
And you can forget about containers
or trailers on the rails.
At least that’s how I see it playing
out. Actually, we don’t know much
about the evolution of self-driving

62 LAND LINE

trucks. We only know what the
developers want us to know. Even
news releases from companies that
want publicity report that a truck
drove from point A to point B, and
that’s about all.
Of course there was that famous
2016 beer run from the Budweiser
brewery in Loveland, Colo., to
Colorado Springs 120 miles away.
More recently, a company called
Embark sent an autonomous truck
from Jacksonville, Fla., to Los
Angeles. Embark also says it has
hauled Frigidaire refrigerators from
El Paso, Texas, to Los Angeles. Uber,
meanwhile, claims it is carrying real
freight 344 miles between Sanders,
Ariz., near the state’s east border, to
Topock, Ariz., near the state’s west
border. But, it won’t say what or
for whom. Not that it matters at the
moment since Uber suspended testing
following a fatal crash in March.
Starsky Robotics says it is working
with a number of companies, but will
not name them. None of these efforts
are truly driverless. All have safety
drivers behind the wheel.
We know that autonomous trucks
are being tested in California, Florida,

Georgia, Pennsylvania and probably
other states as well. But what exactly
does that mean? When will trucks
finally drive themselves? What will
the industry actually do with them?
With autonomous truck developers
like Daimler, Volvo and Paccar, it’s
fairly clear. They’ll manufacture
self-driving trucks to sell or lease.
According to media reports, Embark
will supply its technology to major
manufacturers, including Peterbilt,
with which it has an established
relationship.
It’s less clear what companies like
Waymo and Starsky Robotics have
in mind. Starsky CEO Stefan SeltzAxmacher (See related article, Page
64.) will not discuss his company’s
ultimate business path. An outside
PR spokesperson for Waymo, a selfdriving sister company of Google,
chose to answer a question that
hadn’t been asked rather than the one
that had.
But Uber ATG (Advanced
Technology Group) seems a bit
more open about its intentions.
Spokeswoman Sarah Abboud referred
to Uber blogs and videos that suggest
Uber plans to integrate driverless
MAY 2018
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The birth of an entirely
new trucking sector

Trailer transfer hubs around the country could
come to resemble the network of computer
servers that comprise the internet.
trucks into Uber Freight and provide
what I have to assume will be
commercial transportation. Uber will
be in the trucking business, not just
as the broker that Uber Freight is
now, but as a carrier.
Despite their unwillingness to
say anything, Waymo and Starsky
probably have similar intentions.
For example, Waymo people in
interviews have mentioned working
with Google logistics specialists,
and they were not talking about a
manufacturing supply chain.
What kind of carriers are these
companies likely to be? Will

driverless linehaul between strategic
hubs for other carriers, commercial
and private. Why should a carrier pay
a driver for the longest part of a trip
when a driverless linehaul service
will cost less? And why should that
carrier invest in driverless trucks
themselves? The implications are
vast.
Trailer transfer hubs around the
country could come to resemble
the network of computer servers
that comprise the internet. Trailers
could be handed off from one hub
to another like email. Trailers could
move without a driver from virtually

THE APRUE
SUPERSTOUSTRY
FOR THE TRUCKING IND

NITE® SSI
The premier battery-operated A/C split
system with bluetooth technology
designed to ﬁt all sleepers.

NITE® Phoenix
The premier batteryoperated A/C system
designed for your sleeper.
We also sell
and install the
Espar Heater.

Bycool Integral Power

© jamesteohart - Fotolia.com

Rooftop system with an integrated
moto-compressor.

they be standard, door-to-door
truckload services? Uber’s videos
show driverless trucks dropping
and picking up trailers at hubs,
presumably along the interstates.
Local pickup and delivery are
performed by trucks with real drivers
who can actually navigate local
streets, back in trailers, and interact
with customers.
It’s possible that Uber Freight
could provide both local pickup and
delivery as well as the driverless
linehaul. But it’s driverless linehaul
that will upend the trucking industry.
Uber, Waymo, or even the startup
Starsky could begin providing
MAY 2018

anywhere in the country to anywhere
else. Only local moves would require
drivers.
What does that mean? For one
thing, it will hurt the railroads big
time. Containers and trailers on rail
cars will not have the cost advantage
they have now. Driverless linehaul
will be competitive, maybe even
cheaper. More importantly, the
service will be better – much better.
Trailers will be dispatched as they
arrive at hubs. Dwell times will be
minimal. The only constraint besides
road traffic will be the availability
of equipment. Shippers and carriers
Continued on Page 65

IN THE USA

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Visit us at

boomerdiesel.com
or call 405-948-1393

BOOMER DIESEL
ENGINE & GENERATOR COMPANY
100 N. Quapah Dr. Suite 1, Oklahoma City, OK 73107
Fax 405-948-9250
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Taking on the big boys
with a chip on his shoulder
By John Bendel,
contributing editor-at-large

At one end of driverless truck development are monster
companies with lots of money like Daimler, Volvo, Waymo
and Uber. At the other end is Starsky Robotics, a San
Francisco-based startup with an attitude.
Starsky just raised
$16.5 million, not much
compared to the billions
available to its competitors.
No big deal for company
founder Stefan SeltzAxmacher, who graduated
from Drexel University in
Philadelphia, not Stanford
in California, which is
famous for churning out tech
billionaires.
So how does a kid from
back east without a degree
“We’re doing trucks. from prestigious Stanford
University pry money
We’re not doing art
loose from Silicon Valley
pieces. The point of a investors?
“With a couple of chips on
self-driving truck is
his shoulder, is how,” Seltznot to look beautiful.
Axmacher said.
It’s to drive without
Seltz-Axmacher said he
started what became Starsky
a person in it.”
Robotics in 2015, one year
– Stefan Seltz-Axmacher,
after Daimler demonstrated
CEO Starsky Robotics
an autonomous truck. He
was unimpressed.
“They also demonstrated
platooning in 1998, and they have not rolled it out yet,”
Seltz-Axmacher said. “Some really smart people would
stand to make a lot of money if they made (driverless
trucks) real, but for some reason, none of them have.”
Why not?
“I think fear is part of it. If the CEO of Daimler takes a
big risk and the stock price goes down 10 percent, he loses
his job. If I mess up, if I screw up Starsky, if I am a crappy
CEO, I’m still one of the most successful people in my
family,” Seltz-Axmacher explained.
Working with little funding, Seltz-Axmacher began his
truck automation efforts with inexpensive mechanical
controls in the cab, in plain view – gizmos of metal and
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wood that pressed on the brakes or accelerator and turned
the steering wheel.
“We’re actually still doing that. And there is a great
reason,” Seltz-Axmacher said.
“We’re doing trucks. We’re not doing art pieces. The
point of a self-driving truck is not to look beautiful. It’s to
drive without a person in it.”
His big money competitors, he said, have lots of money
to hide what he calls “actuators” inside.
“It’s not that they don’t have actuators. It’s that they’re
hidden or nicely put in boxes,” Seltz-Axmacher said. “Our
actuators are just on top. Our actuators are still visible.”
Seltz-Axmacher described an early version of their
technology that appears in a video still on the company
website.
“That was a crappy robot. You might notice our robot
was held in place by a cinder block. And I can tell you the
robotic system was not much more sophisticated than the
object holding it in place. Yet we were able to do remotecontrolled yard-jockey work with no driver behind the
wheel. Our remote driving system has gotten a lot better
since then.”
Obviously, Seltz-Axmacher speaks more frankly than
his competitors. Much more frankly. Being honest and
open has helped, he said.
“We don’t act like what we do is super hard. Everyone
else’s pitch is, ‘This is the hardest thing ever, and only I
am smart enough to build it.’ Our thing is, ‘I don’t know if
we’re the smartest in the world, but we figured out a way
to do this that can change the world.’ And that’s what we
want to do.” LL
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The birth of an entirely
new trucking sector
From Page 63

won’t worry about railroad schedules – never mind the time
it takes to handle containers and assemble trains. Trailers will
keep moving.
Without drivers, hours-of-service rules won’t apply. A cross
country line haul, even if it requires a number of hand-offs,
could take as little as 40 to 50 hours versus five days for
truckload service and seven to 10 days by rail.
What impact will that have on trucking? Of course not all
shipments will qualify for driverless line haul. Some will
need drivers onboard for any number of reasons, including
specialized cargo and equipment. Beyond that, though, as the
driverless network matures, it will make less sense to pay real
drivers for any but short hauls. That will reshape commercial
trucking.
Sure, today’s big carriers can get into the driverless linehaul
industry, but they will be at a disadvantage against billiondollar outfits like Uber and Waymo. Maybe they will set up
limited driverless operations for dedicated customers, but it
will probably make more sense overall to buy the service from
driverless linehaul networks.
That means most carriers now making 500- to 3,000-mile
runs will be out of that business. Sure, they could become local
haulers in various markets, but smaller carriers already serving
those markets will be competitive. And those smaller carriers
will be able to buy linehaul services too, giving them a shot
at more freight, maybe from bigger shippers. Just as the big
names in LTL trucking vanished after deregulation, most of
today’s mega-truckload fleets will probably fail.
Smaller, nimble operations, like owner-operators, have a real
shot at transforming their operations and grabbing that irregular
route freight and the “last mile” freight driverless trucks will
not be able to handle. It’s something to think about as trucking
continues to evolve.
There will be a real estate impact too. Driverless linehaul
companies will be buying properties along the interstate
highways. Some of those properties will be former truck stops
no longer needed with fewer drivers on the highways.
Of course we’re a long way from anything like that. There
are no driverless trucks in operation. Neither is there anything
like the hub network required. But things are moving quickly
these days, and change is certainly on the way.
What exactly will that change be? Hey, my guess is as good
as any. LL
A trucker for 10 years and trucking journalist for more
than 15 years, John Bendel’s biggest inspiration still
comes from his readers.
For his series in Land Line, he wants to know what
kind of technology has become part of your job. Love
it, hate it, how does it work for you? Email John at
John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
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Not your everyday
color combo
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“Proud Professor” Mike Andersen stands in front of his latest creation.

All the details work together to provide a very cool image.

You think it is a wild scheme, but it is even wilder how he
came across the colors. The blue is an industrial color that
he saw on his father’s cell phone case, which caught his
eye. The yellow? If you don’t recognize the color, think
about emergency situations. It is the color that firetrucks
used to be. Mike first noticed this “safety yellow” color
on a snowmobile, which happens to be one of his hobbies
when he isn’t trucking.
His business is not only for him, but also for his family.
Mike married his wife, Dani, in September 2013. They have
a 3-year-old son, Brooks, and another child on the way.
While snowmobiling is his hobby, he also considers what he
does for work – dispatching – as his other hobby.
When asked what advice he would give someone looking
MAY 2018

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

There is always a reason behind the color scheme of a
truck. This one, folks, is no different. One truck, two
colors and a vision to create something totally unique.
Without any shadow of a doubt, this truck took on a
whole different appearance from its original look.
Mike Andersen, owner of Andersen Trucking, Breda,
Iowa, a one-truck operation with 10 owner-operators
helping to get the job done. Mike drives this truck, and
also dispatches himself along with the owner-operators
that run with him. Livestock hauling is his business, and
Mike is usually found hauling hogs around the Midwest.
If you haven’t seen this truck before, or even if you
have, let me give y’all a rundown of what makes it
tick. It is a 1994 Peterbilt 379 pushing 550 horsepower
out of a Cat C15 with 3:55 rears on a 297-inch
wheelbase. The outside sports 8-inch monster stacks, a
custom rear taillight bar, cab and sleeper skirts, Valley
Chrome bumper, 12-gauge visor and air-ride front end. It
typically is seen pulling a 2016 53-foot Wilson livestock
trailer.
The interior is not to be overlooked, with Bostrom
Wide Ride seats reupholstered to match the truck,
button-tuck interior, a painted dash and custom floor.
The rebuild was completed locally by Gas Worx in
Carroll, Iowa.
Mike started driving in 2007 and purchased his first
truck in 2009. He had never dreamed of becoming part
of the trucking industry, but he credits his stepbrothers
for getting him into it. Some might say this all makes
sense, coming from the background that he did. There is
a hog background from his stepdad selling feed and his
dad securing contract finishing agreements for putting up
hog confinement buildings.
But what made him grow a love of trucks? The
Chrome Shop Mafia’s very own Mob Sled custom truck.
Years and trucks later, he bought this 379 Pete in
March 2017 and completely gutted it for completion by
the 4 State Trucks Guilty By Association Truck Show in
September. After the show, the truck hit the road to earn
her keep.
But how did he come up with the color combination?

The 48-inch sleeper and the 297-inch wheelbase, looks right on the money.

8-inch stacks + drop visor + old school headlights = recipe for success.

to become a first-time owner-operator, it would be this:
Make sure to have experience as a company driver first.
You will need to pay attention to the information you are
given, experience some of the company operations and
seeing first-hand what maintenance and upkeep looks like.
However, the real key is to have plenty of start-up money
saved up, because you never know what kind of curve ball
life, or equipment failures will throw at you. Mike also
recommends you always be attentive and keep a close eye
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on your expenses.
Look for this striking remodeled workhorse out on the
big road, as she is definitely a cool, attention-getting headturner. LL

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo. They
have been entrenched in trucking for three
generations and have but one focus: To serve
America’s truckers and assist in keeping them
“looking good and rolling proud” as they travel
the highways.
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Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Blockchain and head bolts
I was in the tire shop at my favorite truck
stop, the Iowa 80. I overheard some drivers
talking about a new block chain. I asked about it
at the counter. They never heard of it either. After
dinner, I went to the big store and asked there. Same
thing. So please help. Is it some kind of a block
with a chain attached or a new chain for blocks?
What does it do? How does it work? The drivers
said something about being more efficient. Is this
something I should get?

Q

Everyone in a blockchain has
exactly the same information, and
since that information cannot
be altered after the fact, it is
presumably trusted by everyone.
Good questions all, but difficult to answer as
asked. Blockchain (all one word) is a process,
not a product. You can’t go out and buy one. Still in
the early development stage, blockchain is a way to
record and link data in a digital form that’s virtually
impossible to change and is visible to everyone in
a particular blockchain. In our business that would
probably be shippers, brokers and carriers. Actual
blockchain data can be stored on any computer but
will most likely reside in the proverbial cloud, where it
can be most easily accessed, analyzed and acted on –
perhaps without human intervention
Blockchain data consists of what are called
transactions that in trucking might typically document
a shipment from pick up to delivery and from billing
to payment. Say your receiver wants to know if the
load is on time and if reefer temperature has been
maintained. That question and your response would
be a transaction – an event saved in digital memory.
Other transactions might be location checks, delivery
changes, and proofs of delivery.
Many transactions will be automated through
mobile communications systems or ELDs. GPS will
provide location and road information. Sensors will
provide temperature and vehicle condition, including
changes in tire pressure, brake condition and more.

A
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Each transaction is time-stamped and stored in
chronological order for quick retrieval. A number of
transactions are stored in what are called blocks which
in turn are linked in digital “chains” for near instant
search and access – hence the name “blockchain.”
Everyone in a blockchain has exactly the same
information, and since that information cannot be
altered after the fact, it is presumably trusted by
everyone. That hopefully eliminates later disputes over
details like detention times and delivery exceptions
as examples. Blockchain can apply in operations,
maintenance, and finance with the potential to
automate many facets of the transportation industry.
During the recent Olympics, IBM ran an ad on
TV about a work crew showing up in a huge office
building to fix the elevator that will otherwise fail in
three days. That’s the promise blockchain offers, but
right now you can’t buy it. It still has a lot of evolving
to do.

I have a 2012 Kenworth with a Paccar motor
that I bought used. It has 667,000 miles on it.
A few months ago it started using antifreeze, about a
gallon a month. I figured one gallon every 9,000 to
10,000 miles is OK, but when it got to a gallon every
three weeks, then two weeks, I really got concerned.
I took it to the dealer who sold me my last three
trucks and he found compression was low in No. 1
and No. 2. He pulled the head and found the gasket
was blown. Coolant was leaking into the cylinder
and blowing out the stack. They milled the head and
replaced the gasket.
Everything was fine for a few weeks, but then
I noticed fluid under the truck and the antifreeze
was going down again. I completed a trip from
Washington back to Georgia and by the time I got
there, it was taking a gallon a day. I went back to my
dealer and he wouldn’t warranty it. He said I told
him to reuse the head bolts, which I did not! I asked
him to do it as cheaply as possible, but I never told
him to reuse any parts. He claims I did. Can you help
in any way?

Q

A

I can offer advice, but there’s nothing I can do
in a “you said – I said” dispute. You may need
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to get a lawyer and go to court.
First of all, never, ever reuse any part that is
subject to wear, especially fasteners. Fasteners hold
things together by stretching. Their elasticity wants
to return them to their original dimensions, causing
a clamping or compressive force on whatever is
between the head and nut or a bolt or the threads
and head of a stud.
Each time a fastener stretches, it loses some of
its elasticity, its ability to return to its original size.
When that happens, its clamping power is reduced.
If too much torque is applied or the wrong grade
fastener is used, the fastener can stretch beyond its
elastic limit, its ability to spring back, and all its
clamping force will be lost.
Many mechanics use air wrenches to apply
torque to fasteners. These are delicate tools with
precision settings and should be treated as such,
but many mechanics drop or mistreat them and
then use them to apply “just a bit more torque” just
to be sure. That is how fasteners get ruined.
Most shop manuals specify grade of fastener for
each job, any lubricant to be used and the amount
of torque to be applied. Virtually all manufacturers
use DC electric tools when building trucks, for
precision. The way to apply torque to a fastener in
a shop is to spin the nut, bolt or stud into position
by hand or with minimal force, then finish by hand
with a calibrated torque wrench. LL

DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.

MAY 2018
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Small but mighty
Daimler adds the DD8 to its engine lineup,
bolstering its medium-duty offerings.
By Suzanne Stempinski, contributing ﬁeld editor

Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers
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Truck drivers come in all shapes and sizes, and so do
their trucks.
Say the word “trucking” and people tend to
immediately think of over-the-road trucks. But we can’t
minimize the importance of the slightly smaller trucks
that move us – dump trucks, pickup and delivery trucks,
mixers, straight trucks, and specialty vehicles of all
varieties.
Changes in consumer habits and the increasing
attention being
paid to the last mile
delivery demand
has increased
the demand
for mediumduty vehicles
and created
opportunities
for additional
revenue streams.
To serve those
customers, there’s a new
Detroit engine on
The DD8 engine, new to Daimler’s engine
the road – the DD8.
offerings, was designed for specialty
sectors of the trucking industry.
It slips seamlessly
into the Detroit lineup
and is designed to provide maximum performance in
Freightliner M2 106, 108SD and 114SD vehicles.
Vertical integration is giving way to vertical
optimization with Detroit’s lineup of engines, axles,
Detroit Connect Virtual Technician, diagnostics and
analytics. All the DD8 engines are being built in the U.S.
Manufactured at the same facility as the Detroit DD13,
Detroit DD15 and Detroit DD16 engines, as well as
the Detroit DT12 automated manual transmission and
Detroit axles, the new DD8, along with the DD5, will
strengthen Detroit’s line-up of powertrain offerings.
“The DD8 is built for performance with features that
meet the needs of those specialized segments,” said Brian
Daniels, manager of Detroit powertrain and component
product marketing at Daimler Trucks North America,
Portland, Ore. “Additionally, a big differentiator for the
Detroit brand is the Detroit Connect Virtual Technician
remote diagnostics system which is available as standard
on both the DD5 and DD8 engines.”
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Suzanne Stempinski takes a Freightliner dump truck equipped with the new
DD8 through the paces. (Photo courtesy of Suzanne Stempinski)

PRESSURE GAUGES

The DD8’s maintenance intervals are up to 45,000
miles – that’s a long time for a truck that’s working hard
in local applications. One of the features designed with
the vocational market in mind is variable exhaust cam
phasing, which is used at low engine speeds to increase
exhaust temperatures and increase uptime by reducing
the need for manual regenerations.
I test drove a selection of vocational vehicles equipped
with the new DD8 7.7L, with dual-stage turbo. First up
– a bright orange dump truck. Rated at 330 horsepower
at 2200 rpm and with 1,000 lb-ft torque, with an Allison
automatic transmission, I navigated through an obstacle
course marked by cones. The steering was responsive,
and in spite of an overhang I managed to make my way
handily without taking down any cones.
Next up, a tougher and longer Freightliner M2 106
box truck, designed for local pickup and delivery. In
this case, the engine had a single-stage turbo and was
rated 280 hp at 2200 rpm and 800 lb-ft torque at 1200
rpm. It also had an Allison automatic transmission. It
was certainly more challenging to traverse the obstacle
course without touching any of the cones. The longer
overhang and 252-inch wheelbase made it no sure
thing. However, once again luck and a small amount of
skill had me successfully around the course without any
“oops.”
All fun aside, the trucks were nimble and responsive.
After several demos through the course, I took a road
trip with the dump truck. Although the box was empty,
the ride was smooth and it had plenty of power getting
on and off the roadway. Inside, the cab was amazingly
quiet – it is a testament to how far these trucks have
come from the days when vocational trucks were
bumpy, loud and back-bouncing. Today’s trucks are
quiet and comfortable. A work day in one of these
could be a very good day. LL
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Load Weight Lbs
Load Weight Kg
Load Pressure 0-100 psi
Load Pressure 0-150 psi

Oil Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Air Pressure 0-100psi
Air Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Fuel Pressure 0-150 psi or 0-300 psi
Dual Reservoir Pressure Pri / Sec
Applied Brake Pressure 0-100 psi
Dual Applied Brake Pressure Front/Rear
Turbo Boost 0-100 psi

TEMPERATURE GAUGES
Outside Air Temp C/F -99 to 180f (-72 to 82c)
Dual DIsplay Outside / Inside
Inside Temp
Heater / AC Vent Temp
Pyrometer: 3 Sizes, 2 1/16”, 3”, 3 1/8”
Axle Temp Front Drive or Rear Drive
Dual Display Axle Temp Front / Rear

MISC. GAUGES

NEW

GAUGES
LISTED IN

YELLOW

Voltometer
Amp Meter 120 Amp
Clock 12/24 Hr
Hour Meter Dual Display
Air Filter Monitor “H2O
Fuel Filter Restriction “hg
Fuel Level 0-100%
Speedometer 3 1/8” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer 3 1/8”
Speedometer KW 5” 0-150 MPH
Tachometer KW 5”

 BNCJFOUMJHIUGPSFBTZWJFXJOHEBZPSOJHIU
t4NBMMHBVHFTmUBTUBOEBSEwEJBIPMF
 -BSHFSUBDIBOETQFFEPmUTUBOEBSEwEJBIPMF
t:PVSDIPJDFPGDISPNFPSCMBDLCF[FMT
t*ODMVEFTIJHIBDDVSBDZTFOTPSTXJUIFBTZQMVHJODBCMFBTTFNCMZ
t&TUBCMJTIFE* Lifetime warranty excludes sensor cable and abuse
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EQUIPMENT NEWS

When size and
space matter
Peterbilt introduces the
new UltraLoft sleeper.
By Suzanne Stempinski, contributing field editor

Welcome to the Peterbilt 579 UltraLoft Sleeper. It’s
not just big – it’s an 80-inch integrated mega sleeper
that offers plenty of headroom along with additional
storage space.
With a focus on the features and amenities drivers
have been looking for, it’s sure to light you up.
Thanks to input from Peterbilt customers, drivers,
owner-operators and a team from Women in Trucking,
comfort, safety and security enhancements have been
addressed as part of the design
The integrated sleeper with a newly updated visor
does a better job transitioning air, resulting in a 2
percent improvement in aerodynamic drag and a 1
percent improvement in fuel economy compared to
a truck spec’d the same way without the UltraLoft
sleeper. The upper bunk window is larger, and both
upper and lower sleeper windows crank out.
Step inside the Peterbilt 579 and prepare to be
impressed. From behind the wheel and the ergonomic
dash, you can stand straight up and walk through to the
bunk. Whether you are 5 feet tall or 6 feet, 5-inches
tall, there’s plenty of headroom. Switches and controls
in the rear driver’s side control center have been
updated to include the ability to lock and unlock your
doors without getting out of bed. An additional “panic”
button flashes the lights, sounds the horn and raises a
ruckus if needed. There are multiple 12-volt, USB and
110 volt ports for upper and lower bunks.

Storage space in the Peterbilt 579
Cabinets, closets, bunks and controls in the Peterbilt
579 have been thoughtfully reimagined. The cabinet
space on the passenger side has been enlarged from the
inside with 42 inches of hanging space. That means
your shirts or jacket won’t puddle and wrinkle. Don’t
need all that for hanging stuff? There are optional
shelves.
Need space for a CPAP or two? Upper level storage
compartments hold up to two CPAP devices securely.
There’s room for a 1.1-cubic-foot microwave and
a refrigerator in the Peterbilt 579. Under the fridge
there’s a drawer with room to store cans of pop or
72 LAND LINE

MAY 2018

Wesley Slavin, Peterbilt marketing manager for on-highway products, is a
little over 6 feet tall, and there is head room to spare on the Peterbilt 579
UltraLoft Sleeper. (Photo by Suzanne Stempinski)

bottled water waiting to get chilled when needed. Or fill it
with plates and silverware. Whatever. With a pullout desk
and space for a 32-inch TV mounted to the wall, there’s no
shortage of work or life elements.

Peterbilt 579s got big bunks
The Peterbilt 579 bunks are large. The lower bunk can
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include a mattress that is 85 inches long by 42 inches wide.
The optional upper bunk is only slightly smaller. That upper
bunk includes a drop-down ladder that retracts into the
frame when not in use. And it’s rated for up to 400 pounds.
The space between the bunks has been increased. That
means if you’re tall and want to sit on the lower bunk, you
won’t bang your head on the upper bunk frame.
One of the most exciting enhancements is the option
for a pass-through passenger seat. If you’re willing to
live without an air-ride second seat, this could be a gamechanger. The pass-through seat means that loading or
unloading your belongings can go from the door to the floor
and on through to the other side.

Finally, a place for a potty
It was also created with an eye to carrying and storing
a portable potty. Last to load and first to unload, it stays
tucked away when not in use and can be available in a quick
minute. I have waited 25 years for this option. Kudos to
Peterbilt for making it happen. And thanks to Women in
Trucking for stressing its importance to the design team.
The Peterbilt 579 with UltraLoft Sleeper is available for
order now, with production beginning midyear. LL
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TEST DRIVE

Tough enough
Volvo’s VNX series moves
heavy-haul cargo with class.
By Suzanne Stempinski, contributing field editor

Volvo Trucks North America proudly introduced the latest
updates to its lineup of trucks – the VNX series.
Designed for the heavy-haul marketplace, the VNX lineup is
designed to go from off-road to on-highway. While the heavy
haul niche is fairly small (around 2,500 trucks per year), the
needs of those customers are important.
According to Magnus Koeck, vice president of marketing
and brand management, “These trucks are designed to run in
harsh conditions. We are recognized as a tractor and longhaul company, but all over the world we’re also strong in the
heavy-haul and hard-work segments.”
These trucks complement the existing lineup of equipment –
with a redesigned hood, an updated bumper, increased ground
clearance and improved wheel cuts. These are trucks designed
to take a beating in tough off-road conditions and then
smoothly transition to on-highway travel to deliver the load.

The Volvo VNX 740, hooked to a BTrain loaded with granite blocks, is
ready for Suzanne Stempinski’s test drive. (Photo by Suzanne Stempinski)

Pick your conﬁguration
7KH91;VHULHVLVDYDLODEOHLQWKUHHFDEFRQ¿JXUDWLRQV
7KHGD\FDEVXSSRUWVORFDOKHDY\KDXODSSOLFDWLRQV
7KHÀDWURRIZLWKDLQFKVOHHSHULVEXLOWIRU
occasional overnights.
7KHQHZ91;IHDWXUHVDLQFKVOHHSHUDOORI
Volvo’s latest interior amenities and is designed to take
heavy hauls over long distances.
Approved gross combination weight ratings range
from 125,000 to 160,000 pounds. Ratings of up to

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and Puritan Life
Insurance Company of America of Austin, TX*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 11823 Winston-Salem, NC 27116.
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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225,000 pounds are available with the right combination of
components. Optional steer axles, lift axles, tridem drive
D[OHVDQGORQJHU¿IWKZKHHOVOLGHVKHOSPHHWDGLYHUVH
range of weight distribution requirements.
$YDLODEOHLQééDQGéFRQ¿JXUDWLRQVWKH91;
includes a wide variety of components to make sure it’s
properly spec’d for the job. Front axle ratings range from
16,000 to 20,000 pounds with parabolic springs. The VNX
is available with a variety of tire sizes up to 445mm to
match front axle load capacity. Available rear axles range
from 46,000 to 55,000 pounds and the rear heavy-haul
suspension ranges up to 52,000 pounds. Dual steering gears
provide excellent maneuverability.
Take a look under the hood. Two engines are available.
The standard powertrain package for the new Volvo VNX is
a Volvo D13 engine with 500 horsepower and 1,850 lb-ft of
torque, paired with the 13- or 14-speed Volvo I-Shift with
Crawler Gears automated manual transmission.
If bigger horsepower and more torque are what you need,
the VNX is also available with up to 605 hp and 2,050 lb-ft
of torque, provided by the Cummins X15 Performance
Series engine and paired with an Eaton Ultra Shift Plus or
manual transmission.
All Volvo VNX models come standard with Volvo’s
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These are trucks designed to take a beating in tough
off-road conditions and then smoothly transition to
on-highway travel to deliver the load.
factory-installed connectivity hardware for access to
Remote Diagnostics, which provides proactive diagnostics
and monitoring of critical engine, transmission and
aftertreatment trouble codes. The same hardware also allows
customers to perform software and parameter updates
over the air with remote programming, which is designed
WRLPSURYHXSWLPHDQGYHKLFOHHI¿FLHQF\ZKLOHUHGXFLQJ
downtime costs.

Behind the wheel of a VNX
We had the opportunity to get behind the wheel of some of
the new VNX trucks, along with some VHD dump trucks
on Volvo’s test tracks in Dublin, Va. I hopped into a VHD
dump truck, buckled up and headed for the off-road course.
Grossing 50,000 pounds, I was ready for adventure.
First up – a 27 percent downhill grade. I looked at the
edge of the drop and felt a little shiver. Surely we were not
going to fall off the hill straight down. Nope. No falling
Continued on Page 77
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TAXTIPS
Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Financial wellness check
and tracking down refunds

Q

Since I was just barely able
to pay my taxes and my
trucking business did well, I’m
concerned I’m spending too much
money. How do I go about figuring
what I’m spending on my personal
living expenses?

A

Since you just completed
your 2017 income tax return,
you should determine what your
personal living expenses for 2017
were.
Assuming you have a personal
checking account, all the money you
spent during 2017 should be in that
checking account. For example,
checks written for personal bills
including your food, rent or
mortgage, credit card payments,
checks to yourself, to utilities and so
on will be listed on your check
register.

Assuming you have
a personal checking
account, all the money
you spent during
2017 should be in that
checking account.
Don’t forget to allocate your credit
card charges and to account for ATM
withdrawals used for personal
expenses. Also include payments for
income taxes.
You will need to include debit card
expenses and all fees such as bank
and ATM charges, except those that
pertain to your trucking business.
Include all personal expenses
incurred for the year, but do not
include business expenses. Allocate
each item to categories such as
mortgage payments, health insurance,
76 LAND LINE

telephone, insurance, heat, water,
gardening, food and entertainment.
Then add the totals of each
category together to find all the
money you spent personally for
2017. I bet you will be shocked.
You can now take your annual
personal expense and compare that
total to the net profit from your
business, which you will find on your
Form 1040 Schedule C of your
income tax return. Then subtract your
living expenses for the year from
your net income on your tax return.
If your personal expenses are higher
than your net profit, maybe you are
spending too much.
It’s possible you took out a loan to
cover expenses. It’s also possible that
your beginning of year cash in bank
and savings was more than at the end
of year. And it’s also possible your
net income from your business was
overstated and you missed some
expenses. If your personal expenses
are less than your net profit, you
should have had the money necessary
to pay the balance due. If you don’t,
you need to find out why.

Q
A

What does this all mean?

You will be verifying what
your annual living expenses
are for various purposes, including
loss of income, disability insurance
protection, and to satisfy yourself
that the net profit you are paying
taxes on was correct also for credit
purposes in obtaining loans. And you
will know if what you owed to the
IRS was accurate. So take the
business net profit and compare it to
your personal expenses. If what you
spent personally is approximately
what your net income was then your
net profit is probably accurate as well

as your annual living expenses,
assuming the comparison of
beginning of year cash to end of year
cash accounting, for loans and
withdrawals make sense.

Q

I still haven’t received my
tax refund.
What should I do?

A

If you haven’t received your
tax refund, you can go online
and check with your E-filing service
(if you E-Filed) to see the status of
your return. If everything checks out,
you also can call the IRS at 800-8291040. Make sure you have a copy of
your return on hand when you call or
go online because you will need your
Social Security number, filing status
and exact dollar amount of the
refund. If the IRS never received the
return, file another copy. There will
be no penalty since you are getting
money back.
Next, check your federal tax refund
status on the IRS website and go to
“Where’s my refund.” If everything
still checks out via the IRS website
and you still have not received your
refund, call the IRS at 800-829-1954
to check your refund status. LL

This article has been presented by
PBS Tax and Bookkeeping Service,
a company that has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping services
to the trucking industry for more than
a quarter century. If you would like
further information, please contact us
at 800-697-5153. Visit our website at
PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give specific
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.
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Tough enough
From Page 75

involved. In creeper gear, my feet
ÀDWRQWKHÀRRUWKHWUXFNFUHSW
over the edge with the nose pointed
straight down, and tiptoed down
the hill. What a rush.
We meandered up hills and down,
through muddy paths and gravel;
DFURVVÀRZLQJZDWHUDQGWKURXJK
washboard conditions. This tough
truck took it like a champ. When
our lap was completed, all I wanted
was to go back out again. But there
were other trucks waiting for me.
I wanted to get with the biggest
option they had available on site.
And here it was. The Volvo VNX
740, hooked to a BTrain loaded
with granite blocks, grossing
120,000 pounds. Black grille,
EODFNRXWZKHHOV¿HUFHDQGVWURQJ
looking. Under the hood, the
Cummins X15 with 605 hp and
2,050 lb-ft of torque. No off-road

tipping and tilting with this cargo.
It was an on-the-track experience.
The two trailers added up to 59
feet, 6 inches. Added to the 266inch wheelbase tractor, we were
around 80 feet from bumper to
bumper. While getting started is
all about the torque, at this weight,
we kept our speed conservative.
No need for sudden stops or quick
maneuvering. The added length
had me mindful of the line I needed
to hold in order to safely navigate
curves.
The truck is quiet inside. And it
has all the amenities of the new
VNR and VNL trucks introduced
last year – the removable cup
holders, safety switches and panic
button in the sleeper, all LED
OLJKWLQJUHPRYDEOHPXOWLSDUWÀRRU
mats, sliding seat belt harness (my
neck thanks you) and more.
The VNX series trucks are
available to order now with
delivery in the second quarter of
2018. LL

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

pbstax.com

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER
& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
+ Income Tax Preparation
+ Bookkeeping Services
+ Quarterly Estimated Taxes
+ Financial Statements
+ Corporate & LLC formations

KEEP MORE OF WHAT
YOU EARN AND
LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Making healthy smiles
affordable.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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only

159

$

for Truckers

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Fine collection center fiasco
We recently had a situation with
the Missouri Fine Collection Center
and a client’s case that became an
administrative mess. Missouri is
not alone in the creation of fine
collection centers. Several other
states have similar entities that are
money collection centers. When you
come across entities like this, it’s
critical to follow the instructions
listed on your ticket carefully in
order to get your case correctly set
for a hearing rather than simply
paying your ticket and being
convicted of the charge.

Missouri is not alone
in the creation of fine
collection centers.
Several other states
have similar entities
that are money
collection centers.

Q.

I received a ticket in
Boone County, Mo., but
the ticket says I have 30 days to
respond to the Fine Collection
Center in Jefferson City, Mo. Why
is the court not located in Boone
County?

A

The court that will hear your
case is in Boone County.
However, in order to get your case
transferred to the appropriate court,
you have to deal with the Fine
Collection Center first. If you read
the notice to the right of the citation,
it attempts to explain your options
and how to deal with your citation.
The most important part of the
document is at the bottom, where
you sign to “plead not guilty” and
where to send the request.
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Q.

So what happens if I don’t
send anything to the Fine
Collection Center? Won’t they
just send it to the correct county
prosecutor anyway?

A

Yes, but not in the way you
want it to get there. When
you fail to contact the Fine
Collection Center, they have the
ability to request a license
suspension, and you may also face
enhanced monetary penalties/jail
time, as well as an arrest warrant.
The case will be forwarded to the
appropriate county prosecutor, but it
will have the additional charges of
failure to comply, so you will be
facing more than the original
citation.

Q.

I didn’t respond to the
Fine Collection Center,
and my license has been
suspended. Is there anything I
can do at this point to get the
suspension lifted quickly?

A

Unfortunately, once the Fine
Collection Center reaches
the point where they default you and
issue a request for license
suspension, the case gets transferred
to the county prosecutor where you
originally received the citation. At
this point, the Fine Collection Center
has washed its hands of the matter
and will not process any payments
you might want to make to try and
alleviate the suspension.
Further, depending on how much
case backlog there is in the county
where you received the citation, the
county prosecutor has to file the
charge and a court date has to be set.
If it is a new case, then we are not
generally concerned about the length

of time it takes to get the date set.
However, in your case, where your
driver license is now suspended, all
you can do is hope for your case to
get filed quickly so you can start the
process of having your suspension
withdrawn and your driver license
reinstated.

Q.

My license was suspended
because of nonpayment
of a traffic ticket. I went ahead
and paid the violation and
reinstatement fee, but the word
“suspended” is now showing up
on my driving record, which is
causing employment problems. Is
there any way to get this removed
from my record?

A

Unfortunately, once
administrative suspension
action has taken place, it generally
does not get removed from your
record but will reflect the date of the
suspension and then the
reinstatement date. The only
exception to this would be if you had
a proposed suspension notice for
nonpayment and you either got a
court date set or paid the violation
before the actual suspension
occurred. LL

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call 405242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or email
RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for specific
advice on your situation.
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DOT EXAMS

More than 2,100 drivers forced to retake DOT exams
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

More than 2,100 commercial motor vehicle drivers were
given 30 days to retake their Department of Transportation
physicals after a chiropractor was indicted for falsifying
results.
In late March, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration said 2,103 drivers, who received medical
certificates from Dr. Kenneth G. Edwards in the past two
years, would have to take another exam to stay compliant.
As of March 26, FMCSA said it had sent notification
letters to 95 percent of the affected drivers. The other 5
percent were expected to be sent in late March or early
April. Drivers have 30 days from the time they are notified
to retake their physical exams.
Most of the affected drivers are from Georgia, Alabama
and Florida. Drivers, who received their current DOT exam
from Edwards, should plan to retake their exam even if
they didn’t receive a letter.
Edwards, who worked out of an office in Phenix City,
Ala., was arrested in February after being indicted by
a federal grand jury on charges related to falsifying
the results of DOT physicals. The indictment alleges
that Edwards and his employees orchestrated a scheme
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to submit false
documents to the
DOT.
According to the
indictment, Edwards
and his staff did not
perform physicals
that were up to DOT
standards but still sent
forms to the DOT that
“falsely certified the truck drivers had passed all of the
DOT physical exam requirements.”
Edwards’ employees, Joann Bush and Andrea Daigle,
were also indicted.
Edwards was removed from the FMCSA’s National
Registry of Certified Medical Examiners in December.
In 2017, about 6,600 medical certificates were revoked
after Dr. Anthony Lefteris was indicted for submitting false
information and making false statements to the DOT.
Duane DeBruyne, a spokesman for FMCSA, said the
number of drivers that didn’t respond in the Lefteris case
was “negligible.”
Drivers and carriers with questions regarding the voided
exams are asked to call the FMCSA at 202-366-4001. LL
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YOURHEALTH
John McElligott M.D.

Four steps to alleviating back pain
Most truckers get back pain at
some point during the day because
of day-in and day-out driving.
You may not ever have had a back
injury or did anything but sit most
of the day in your truck or at a
desk. However most back problems
come from the business of life.
Repetitive activities are part of
this life we live, such as sitting
at a computer, or driving a truck
many hours a day. You may not do
much lifting and minimal carrying,
but you still develop tension and
muscle tightness and develop poor
posture.

Just look at pictures when you
were a teenager and compare to
present photos. Guess what? You
look different. Between 18 and 60
plus years of age you can expect
to lose 2 inches in height just from
aging and gravity alone
Stooped shoulders, rounded
upper back and neck will now
produce pain from the neck down
to the hips.
The good news is that there is
a way to help while driving the
truck. There’s a lot we can do
to prevent this sort of problem.
Staying healthy helps the most.
Physical fitness and a healthy
weight are important. However, one
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Harvard Health’s
four steps to
better posture
Here is what the experts say. And I,
Dr. John, do this daily in my truck.
This can be done while driving and
when you stop during the day. I
made a few changes to Harvard’s
recommendation for a trucker to
make his/her life better.
You can improve your posture –
and head off back pain – by
practicing some imagery and a few
easy exercises.

IMAGERY. Picture a straight
line passing through your body
from ceiling of to the floor
(your ears, shoulders, hips, knees
and ankles should be even and line
up vertically). Now imagine that a
strong cord attached to the top of
your head is pulling you upward,
making you taller when you are
driving or standing. Try to hold
your pelvis level (this may require
an adjustment in the seat bringing
the back support forward. Don’t
allow the lower back to sway, and
resist the urge to slump the back
or the neck forward. Instead, think
of stretching your head toward
the ceiling, increasing the space
between your rib cage and pelvis.
Picture yourself as a ballerina or
ice skater rather than a soldier at
attention.

1

SHOULDER BLADE
SQUEEZE. This is my
favorite. Sit up straight
in a chair/seat with your hands
resting on your thighs. Keep your

2
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© Muroslavovuch - Fotolia.com

One surprisingly
simple strategy can go
a long way. And that
is paying attention to
your posture.

surprisingly simple strategy can
go a long way, and that is paying
attention to your posture.
Posture is how you hold your
body doing all the activities of
daily life. As you might guess,
driving a truck is not mentioned
in activities of daily life unless
you’re a trucker suffering from pain
caused by your poor posture of the
spine vertebrae that are incorrectly
aligned.

shoulders down and your chin level.
Slowly draw your shoulders back
and squeeze your shoulder blades
together. Hold for a count of five,
and then relax. Repeat three or
four times. Do this when walking,
as well, since it also tightens your
belly muscles.

UPPER-BODY STRETCH.
Stand facing a corner, like
a corner of the trailer. Raise
your arms, hands flat against the
walls of the trailer, elbows at
shoulder height. Place one foot
ahead of the other. Bending your
forward knee, exhale as you lean
your body toward the corner. Keep
your back straight and your chest
and head up. You should feel a
nice stretch across your chest. This
always gives me a great pop in my
upper back. Hold this position for
20 to 30 seconds. Relax.

3

ARM-ACROSS-CHEST
STRETCH. Raise your
right arm to shoulder level
in front of you and bend the arm
at the elbow, keeping the forearm
parallel to the floor. Grasp the right
elbow with your left hand and
gently pull it across your chest so
that you feel a stretch in the upper
arm and shoulder on the right side.
Hold for 20 seconds, and then relax
both arms. Repeat to the other side.
Repeat three times on each side.
Practice these imagery and
posture exercises throughout the
day when stopped or in the shower.
You might try to find a good trigger
to help you remember, such as
doing one or more of them when
you get out of your truck or when
stopped at a rest stop or red light.
Soon it will become a habit, says
Harvard Health.
For more on healing an aching
back, look up “Back Pain, a Special

4

Health Report” from Harvard
Medical School, my favorite source
of good health care information. LL
John McElligott, M.D., is a Fellow of the
American College of Physicians. He is
a certified medical examiner with the
FMCSA’s National Registry of Certified
Medical Examiners.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Everyone’s health
situation is different. If you have
questions regarding medical issues,
consult your personal physician.

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their
membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

4

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

4

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
4 $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
4 Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
4
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MATS NOTEBOOK

News from the boots on the ground
at the Mid-America Trucking Show

MATS 2018 is a technology convention
as well as a trucking convention
The Mid-America Trucking Show was full of sights and
sounds one expects to see: manufacturers, recruiting
companies, parts companies and trucking-related seminars.
However, MATS 2018 was full of something else: tech
companies.
I would imagine few people are surprised by the
emerging presence of technology in the trucking industry.
It is something that has been happening for many years
now. However, you get a dose of reality of how much
technology is taking over the industry by walking through
MATS.
In the West Wing of the Kentucky Expo Center is where
\RXFRXOG¿QGSURGXFWERRWKVVKRXOGHUWRVKRXOGHU7KH
usual suspects were there: wheels, lights, lubricants,
VXVSHQVLRQSDUWVFKDLQVÀRRUPDWVFOHDQLQJSROLVKLQJ
supplies and everything chrome.
But for every company that one typically associates with
trucking, there was another that existed before tapping
into the trucking company. Many tech companies that
offered products or services to other industries and general
consumers are now seeing dollar signs in the trucking
industry.
Here’s a small sample of tech companies I walked by at
MATS 2018:
tArkon Mounts (universal tablet holder)
tFleetio (ﬂeet management software)
tTransﬁx (software for carriers and shippers)
tScanGauge (digital fuel efﬁciency tool)
tweBoost (cellphone signal ampliﬁer)
tConvoy (“Trucking services powered by technology to drive
reliability, transparency, efﬁciency, and insights”)
tCargo Bot (“Connecting shippers and carriers through the
power of technology”)
t StreamSmartNow.com (streaming television shows)
tSigLog (transportation management system)
tOptimo Electronics (“video-based driver safety
technology”)
tUTECH TMS (ﬂeet management software)
t TomTom
tFree Signal TV (HD television antennas)
tGarmin
tDiesel Laptop (commercial truck diagnostic software,
hardware and laptop kits)
tWired Truck (something about ELDs)
tUber Freight
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Again, that’s a small sample of tech at MATS 2018.
:DQGHULQJWKHVKRZÀRRUDW0$76,QRWLFHGDORWRIQHZ
startup companies that are pouring their savings into the
trucking industry. With so many out there, there appeared
WREHQRVKRUWDJHRIWHFKLQYHVWRUVZKRVHHSRWHQWLDOSUR¿WV
in the trucking industry.
MATS 2018 is just as much of a tech convention as it is a
trucking convention.
Not only does MATS feel a little bit like the Consumer
Electronics Show, but it goes the other way too. For the
¿UVWWLPHWKHWUXFNLQJLQGXVWU\KDGDYHU\QRWLFHDEOH
presence at CES this year.
Tech and trucking are merging.
Whether or not that is
good or bad will vary
With so many out
from person to person.
there, there appears Based on the seminars and
to be no shortage interviews I participated
of tech investors in, a lot of stakeholders
who see potential believe high tech is how
to lure in the younger
profits in the generations. For better or
trucking industry. for worse, that is probably
spot on.
With that said, the
trucking company is going to get more and more tech
savvy. Mack’s lineup of trucks is 90 percent automated or
automatic transmission. A big reason for that is to attract
millennials.
According to some studies, millennials are driving less
DQGOHVV7KH\DUHÀRFNLQJWRWKHFLWLHVZKHUHWKH\XVH
public transit and ride bicycles. Many will graduate high
school without having a driver’s license. Chances are the
younger generation doesn’t care to bother to learn how to
drive a manual, especially since they are putting all their
chips on automated vehicles.
However, self-driving trucks are in the far distant future.
We won’t see driverless trucks anytime soon. With that
said, millennials will need to replace the baby boomer
drivers eventually. Actually, soon.
Savvy tech entrepreneurs know this, and they are seizing
the opportunity.
Technology in trucks is only going to increase and
rapidly. I suggest getting used to it, because there is no
¿QDQFLDOLQFHQWLYHWRDYRLGWKHLQHYLWDEOH:HOFRPHWR
21st-century trucking. LL
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer
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Cooper launches
tire lineup
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

Cooper Tire and Rubber Co. launched its
Cooper-brand truck and bus radial tires.
“We’ve had a lot of exciting happenings in
the truck tire business in the past 90 days,”
said Gary Schroeder, director of global
truck and bus tires for Findlay, Ohio-based
Cooper.
Designed to deliver quality and value,

Cooper TBR tires are geared toward helping
fleets reduce their overall tire program
costs. There are three series of tires aimed
to suit the needs of various trucks. The Pro
Series tires are for long-haul trucks. Work
Series tires are for regional-haul, pick-up
and delivery trucks. Severe Series tires are
for mixed service, such as waste haulers
and concrete.
“We’ve been working behind the scenes
for five years to develop these tires,”
Schroeder said.
Cooper commercial Pro Series tires
are built with proprietary compounds and
tread designs that provide a balance of
fuel efficiency and long miles. The Work
Series tires balance fuel efficiency and
tread life with scrub resistant properties.
The Severe Series is engineered for the
most demanding applications with tires
built to withstand heavy scrub and cut/chip
environments. All Cooper-brand TBR tires
have a full width, four steel belt package
to provide the casing integrity needed to
handle multiple retreads.
Cooper-brand TBR tires are SmartWay
verified for fuel efficiency. They also come
with a seven-year, two retread warranty with
full replacement value on the first 50 percent
of tread life on all Pro Series and Work
Series tires. LL
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TruckMiles

®

MATS NOTEBOOK

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.

Rick McClerkin of San Jose, Calif., was named Peterbilt SuperFan at MATS. He is standing with his
fiancé, Kathy Cantaloube, in front of a picture of brand new Peterbilt 567 Heritage he won for being
named the Peterbilt SuperFan. (Photo by Suzanne Stempinski)

California trucker wins
Peterbilt SuperFan truck contest
By Suzanne Stempinski,
contributing field editor

OCalculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
OPractical & Shortest truck
routing methods
ODriver expense tracking
OFull color maps
OMultiple stop and location
entries
OProﬁt margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax
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Rick McClerkin of San Jose, Calif.,
was handed the keys to the 1 millionth
Peterbilt at a ceremony on March 23,
at the Mid-America Trucking Show.
McClerkin was named the top
Peterbilt SuperFan after an exhaustive
search across the United States and
Canada. More than 1,500 fans of
Peterbilt’s red oval submitted entries
vying for the top prize – a brand new
Peterbilt 567 Heritage.
Peterbilt General Manager Kyle
Quinn presented the keys to
McClerkin during the ceremony at
MATS.
“I want to congratulate Rick as the
ultimate Peterbilt SuperFan. We are
sure this rugged, reliable and powerful
Model 567 will take his business to
the next level,” Quinn said. “This was
such an amazing experience, and it
was truly an honor to share the stories
of our five finalists. Choosing a winner
was a difficult decision because
they are all so deserving in their own
unique ways.”
McClerkin, along with his fiancé,
Kathy Cantaloube, said he was

overjoyed.
“The red oval has inspired me my
whole life,” he said. “I’m going to keep
it shiny.”
McClerkin has been a 60-year
collector of Peterbilt trucks and
memorabilia, including several Fageol
trucks, which were the precursor to
Peterbilt. His truck collection spans
from 1918 to the new 2018 Peterbilt
567 Heritage.
Hauling sand, gravel and
construction materials, McClerkin is
home every night, spending time with
his two loves – his fiancé and Peterbilt.
While the ultimate SuperFan walked
away with the keys and additional
prizes, including a one-year OOIDA
membership, the four runners-up
didn’t go away empty handed. Each
runner-up was awarded $10,000
courtesy of the key sponsors of the
grand finale and each finalist was
presented with a commemorative gift
from Peterbilt.
The four runners-up were Jake
Bartos of Columbus, Neb.; Cathy
Bauder of Harmony, Pa.; Josh
Hainstock of Albertville, Minn.; and
Sheldon Hyatt of Campbell River,
British Columbia. LL

© Eare_apo - Fotolia.com

My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” – Lorne Daigle
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MATS NOTEBOOK

BFGoodrich introduces
Cross Control all-terrain truck tires
It has been awhile since BFGoodrich
has come out with big news about its
commercial tires.
At the Mid-America Trucking Show
in March, the tire company ended
that dry spell by announcing its new
all-terrain tires for on- and off-road
applications and for the steering and
drive tires: Cross Control S and Cross
Control D.
Designed for some of the most
demanding jobs in trucking, the
Cross Control tires address three
significant factors when truckers are
looking for tires: durability, traction and
retreadability. With significant growth in
oil/gas, construction and logging truck
operations, these new all-terrain tires
provide the strength needed.
Charlotte, N.C.-based BFGoodrich
referred to what it accurately calls
“downtime-fighting durability,” i.e. a tire
strong enough to reduce the amount
of time spent not working because of
maintenance.
The full coverage protector ply is
75 percent wider than the Yokohama
LY053. This protects the tire from
penetration on jagged terrain beyond
the outer groove. Cross Control tires
also include thick sidewalls to lessen
damage from impacts.
Cross Control tires are designed with
serrated shoulders. The staggered

rib blocks allow hard-working trucks
to complete the job while navigating
through mud, snow and wet
conditions.
The Cross Control S wide-base is
guaranteed to provide 20 percent
more mileage than the BFGoodrich
ST565 wide-base tire. The steer tire
is available in 11R22.5, 11R24.5 and
315/80R22.5. Sizes 385/65R22.5 and
425/65R22.5 will be available in May.
Cross Control D tires are designed
with 25 percent more lugs to grab
snow, mud and dirt. Compared to
the Yokohama LY053, the D-series
of Cross Control provides an open
lugged design whether it is brand new
or worn.
If a trucker is not completely satisfied
with the Cross Control performance,
they are backed up by the Work Hard
Guarantee. BFGoodrich will pay 50
percent of the acquisition price any
time within the first six months of the
life of the tire or up to 50 percent of the
tread.
For more information, check out
BFGoodrichTruckTires.com. LL
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

More than
a fuel saver

4BGFUZt4UBCJMJUZt4BWJOHT
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.
To purchase 262-394-5752 or www.buyairtab.com
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.
Introducing a program from OOIDA to assist members to stay
in compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.

With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and
easily establish compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA COMPLIANCE
CONNECTION offers a user friendly system with 24/7 access to your files.
DRIVER FILES:
✓ Review of all forms to ensure they are filled out completely and correctly
✓ Tracks expiration dates such as medical certificates, MVR’s,
CDL’s and will send alert notice before the document expires
EQUIPMENT FILES:
✓ Schedule and track all maintenance
✓ Houses annual inspections, roadside inspections, and DVIR’s
OTHER FILES:
✓ Keeps files and documents organized for user to easily put together records
for New Entrant Safety Audit
✓ Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs, and other resources in an
easy-to- access location
✓ Drug and Alcohol testing information can be stored in the system
Information can be sent confidentially and selectively to an authorized investigator.

Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of compliance recordkeeping and maintenance. Call OOIDA Business Services and
find out about OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
MAY 2018
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OOIDAON THE ROAD
By Land Line Staff

The Spirit travels to Walcott to
honor new class of Citizen Drivers
In May, Jon Osburn will drive
OOIDA’s Spirit of the American
Trucker to the Iowa, 80 Truckstop in
Walcott, Iowa to honor a new class of
outstanding truck drivers.
The 2018 TA and Petro Citizen
Driver ceremony will be in Walcott
after taking place at the Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky., in
recent years. This will be the fifth year
of the Citizen Driver program, which
recognizes drivers who earn public
respect for the trucking industry
through good citizenship, safety,
community involvement, health and
wellness, and leadership. As part of
the honor, a TA or Petro location is
named after each of the recipients.
So far, 26 of the nation’s most
distinguished truck drivers have won a
Citizen Driver award.

“It’s a tremendous honor,” Osburn
said.
He would know. Osburn, who has
held a commercial driver’s license for
30 years, received a Citizen Driver
award in 2016. The TA in Boise,
Idaho, was renamed the J.D. “Doc”
Osburn Travel Center in his honor.
“It rates high up there for me,”
Osburn said. “It rates one notch below
my kids being born and one notch
below getting married to my wife.”
All of the Citizen Drivers receive a
background check before receiving
the award.
“It’s a really intense vetting
process,” Osburn said. “You have
to sign permission slips to check
everything in your past. They hired
investigators to check everything. It
was nice to see all of the nice letters

people wrote to nominate me. They
were amazing letters. They actually
thought more of me than I thought of
me. Then I was on pins and needles
until my name got called. The rest of
it was just a blur.”
Osburn will begin the month at
the Rick Ash TA in Commerce City,
Colo., before heading to Walcott May
7-8. The Spirit will spend the rest of
May in Texas, Louisiana, Tennessee
and Kentucky. LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has also
worked as a paramedic
and a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives
with his wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and
travels with his loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: MAY 2018
May 1-4
May 7-8

Rick Ash T/A, Commerce City, CO
Iowa 80 T/A Petro, Walcott, IA
Citizen Driver Ceremony
May 10-12
T/A, Terrell, TX
May 13-15
Bill Ater, Jr. Petro, Carl’s Corner, TX
May 18-20
Warriors Weekend, Victoria, TX
May 22-24
Bill Underwood T/A, Greenwood, LA
May 26-28
Petro, Knoxville, TN
May 31-Jun 2 ATHS National Convention
Kentucky Horse Park
Lexington, KY 40511
June 4-6
T/A, Lodi, OH
June 8-9
Buckeye Invitational Truck Show
Clark County Fairgrounds
Springfield, OH
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I-70/I-270, Exit 278
I-80, Exit 284
I-20, Exit 503
I-35E, Exit 374
Port O’Connor
I-20, Exit 5
I-40 & I-75, Exit 369
KY State Hwy 1973
& I-75, Exit 120
I-71 & I-76, Exit 209
4401 S Charleston Pike

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for
their generous use of the 2017
5700 EX Phantom II. Western Star’s
support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.
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2018-2019

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at LandLineMag.com
for more industry events.

MAY
4-5 Fitzgerald Peterbilt Semi
Casual Truck Show, Bristol
Dragway, Bristol, Tenn. For more info,
visit FitzgeraldTruckShow.com.

JUNE
1-2 The Memory Lane Truck
and Car Show at the Sauk County
Fairgrounds in Baraboo, Wis. Email
v12pete@live.com for information.

5 Midwest Pride in your Ride
Truck and Tractor Show, TriState Raceway, Earlville, Iowa.
For more information, visit
MidwestPrideinYourRide.org.

8-9 Buckeye Invitational
Truck Show at the Clark County
Fairgrounds, Springfield, Ohio. For
more information, go to
BuckeyeInvitationalTruckShow.com.

10-12 East Coast Truckers
Jamboree, Kenly 95 Petro, Kenly,
N.C. For more information, visit
Kenly95.com.

8-9 Oak Grove Truckers Jamboree
at the Oak Grove 70 Petro in Oak
Grove, Mo. For more information, go
to OakGrovePetro.com.

13 The 29th annual Mother’s Day
Convoy benefitting the Make-a-Wish
Foundation at the Burle Business
Center parking lot in Lancaster, Pa.
For more information, go to
philasv.wish.org/convoy

9 Redwood Chapter Truck Show
at General Equipment, Napa, Calif.
Go to ATHS.org for information.

18-19 Joplin Truckers Jamboree at
the Joplin 44 Petro in Joplin, Mo.
For more information, go to
Joplin44.com.
31-June 2 American Truck
Historical Society National
Convention, Kentucky Horse Park,
Lexington, Ky. For more information,
visit ATHS.org.
31-June 3 Wheel Jam truck show in
Huron, S.D. For more information, go
to WheelJamTruckShow.com.
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9 Southeast Iowa Chapter Truck
Show in Greater Ottumwa Park,
Ottumwa, Iowa. Go to ATHS.org for
information.
9-10 Texas Trucking Show,
NRG Center, Houston. For more
information, visit
TexasTruckingShow.com.
14 Shell Rotella SuperRigs 2018
at White’s Travel Center, Raphine, Va.
for more information, check
http://rotella.shell.com/superrigs.html.
16-17 Ohio Vintage Truck
Jamboree, Ashland, Ohio. Go to
ATHS.org for information.
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DASHBOARDCONFIDENTIAL
Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

More ELD adventures, the Arizona way
Having used ELDs for about seven
months hardly makes me an old
hand and certainly not an expert.
But, I must admit, after getting used
to it, it has become almost second
nature. The most important thing
to remember is as soon as you stop
take 30 seconds and hit the darn
button and log out or the on-duty
clock keeps ticking, burning up
your hours.

Officer Garcia asked me
if I knew why he stopped
me. “No sir. Not really.
I’m under the speed
limit, maintaining a safe
distance, not weaving in
and out. No clue. Random
check, I guess,” I said.
I was reminded of that in an
official capacity just the other day.
Having picked up at a customer in
California, rolling easy into Tucson,
Ariz., I had plenty of time to make
my appointment in the Houston
area. The speed limit was 75 and as
traffic was light, my cruise was set
at a prudent 68 mph, keeping my
tires cool and my fuel mileage up.
I watched in my mirror as a
familiar white Arizona Highway
Patrol pick-up truck worked his
way through traffic. Slowing
alongside other trucks, he seemed to
be checking out DOT numbers and
company info, fishing for bad guys.
Easing up alongside my truck, he
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was doing just that. All my ducks
in order, I had no worries. The
officer soon rolled on past, used
his signals, changed lanes ahead
and exited, stopping on the wide
shoulder. For a minute, anyway.
Now, I’m not paranoid, but I did
notice the white pick-up re-enter
the interstate, and it appeared he
was pacing me from a distance to
see if I was going to make a fool
of myself. My cruise was still set
at 68, and my halo was shining
brightly, thanks. Catching up to me,
he split the lanes and lit me up. I
signaled and worked my way over
to a wide spot on the entrance ramp,
allowing us both a bit more safety
from sleepy drivers and far away
from interstate traffic.
Walking up to my passenger side
door, I was introduced to Arizona
Highway Patrol Officer Garcia,
who looked at my ELD on the dash
and promptly reminded me to log
into inspection mode. I did and
thanked him for the reminder. We
immediately went right to business,
and, as I had all my “stuff” ready,
it made his job easier. He also had
me scroll back though my last
seven days of duty status, gave me
his email address and asked that
I send him my logs. I did that as
he watched, and we talked about
trucks, ELDs and enforcement
while the email took a few minutes
to make the cyber trip.
Officer Garcia asked me if I
knew why he stopped me. “No sir.
Not really. I’m under the speed

limit, maintaining a safe distance,
not weaving in and out. No clue.
Random check, I guess,” I said.
“I love your truck. Huge custom
sleeper, cool graphics, I had to get a
closer look,” he says. I’m thinking,
“Cool! A truck guy.” I did what
many would not do, and I invited
him in for a 50-cent tour. He found
it hard to believe a truck could be
equipped with a shower, potty, full
kitchen, big screen satellite TV
and all the stuff that makes my life
more comfortable on the road. It
only took a few minutes, and I truly
think he came away with a little
better understanding of why some
of us do this gig. This isn’t just my
job. It’s my life, and I have a lot
invested in it. And, I still love it
every day, sick puppy that I am.
Now, it was back to the official
part. Officer Garcia reviewed my
logs on his laptop, finished his
inspection, handed me back my
documents, said sign here and have
a nice day. No violations, of course,
and I told him I owed him coffee,
as my company pays a safety bonus
for clean inspections. He deferred
that coffee to next trip.
We shook hands, I thanked him
for being a professional and treating
me as such.
And yes, I remembered to log
back into the driving mode, going
on my merry way. I hoped that the
next driver who got inspected fared
as well and found Officer Garcia
to be the straight up officer that we
need more of out here. LL
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OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May, 2020!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 20.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
-

'%$# &$,($'# #)%#%! +$"&&"(%%
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.

- #)%includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
-%% &# !'"'&#%"' +$"&&"
non-occupational accidents.
-*"%#$%'#%&"%)%&*  &#''$%#''#"#
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

OOIDA

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Life Members

Lester Angst
Andy Adams
Douglas Adkins
David Ainsley
Philip Alestri Jr.
Ethan Alleyne
Stephen Allison
Bill Anderson
Lance Anderson
Robert Anderson
Don Archer
Charles Arneson
Gregory Ashley
Rex Ashlock
John Auckerman
Carl Ault
Kelly Baier
Jim Bainbridge
Charlie Ball
Gene Bates
Jimmy Bates
Jon Bauer
Michael Baughman
Larry Bennett
Norbert Bennett Sr.
Robert Berryman
Clifford Binder
Michael Blackburn

Guy Blechinger
Paul Bogosian
Mervin Bontrager
Lewis Bowman
Regina Bray
Michael Brockner
Keith Broga
Michael Brown
William Brown
Lloyd Buchmeier Jr.
Thomas Buck
Timothy Buckley
Patrick Burgin
David Burns
Myron Burns
Peter Burrows
Jeffrey Butts
Clarence Cast
Karen Catts
Roger Catts
Ken Clark
Danny Cochran
David Coffey
Mark Collier
James Collins
Randall Comber
Kelly Counts
Dennis Cramer

Michael Crocker
Ken Cusack
Richard Dabney
Clara Dacko
William Dahlstrom
Melvin Daniel
John Dankoski
Robert Daum
Coby Davenport
Darrell Davis
Sherrie Davis
Stephen De Coursey
Philip De Knight
John De Lapp
Russell Dean
Delbert Dietz
Robert Dillon
Larry Dobrovolny
R. Doebler
Terry Downs
Mark Dupont
Stephen Dyke
Thomas Easterling Jr.
Terrance Edge
Chester Edwards
Donald Edwards
Thomas Ellsworth
Gordon English

Daniel Ervin
David Evans
Michael Falls
Harlan Fendley
Edward File
Bill Filson
David Foster
Jim Fraise
Kirk Freeman
Willie Gamble
Mariano Garcia
Robert Geise
Mark Gochenour
Roy Golden
Dave Gordon
John Grafton
Delmar Gries
Gary Groesbeck
Andrew Grove
Bo Gui
Robert Guidry
Gus Gustafson
Michael Halman
Randy Hamlin
Hampton Hammitt
Donald Hampton
Roosevelt Hampton
Terry Hanks

Robert Harden
Alvin Harris
Rodney Hayden
Yosef Hayon
Dan Helm Sr.
Vergil Heyer
Robert Hijeck
Robert Hoffman
Jon Holt
Eddie Hood
Derrick Houk
Robert Howard Jr.
Robert Howland Jr.
Patrick Hubert
Tommy Hudson
Dennis Hulker
Patsy Isaac
Derrell Isaacs
John Jackson
Carol Jenkins
Clifford Johnson
John Johnson
Lyle Johnson
Tolbert Jordan Jr.
Robert Karney Jr.
Charles Kearns
Clayton Kienholz
Cliff King

Karl King
Charles Kirby
James Kirby
Mary Kirby
Donald Kirkland
Roland Kirouac
Forrest Knickerbocker
Gene Koester
John Kooser
Gery Kosel
Robert Kovac
Finn Kristensen
Joseph Kuper
Cindy Lackland
Randy Ladd
Jonathan Lantz
David Larson
Michael Liby
Roger Liegel
David Long
James Lovetinsky
Thomas Lowry
Gurdarshan Maan
Geno Maddox
Larry Manbeck
James Mangle
Larry Manley
Douglas Martin

Senior Members
Michael W. Acord
James T. Adkins
Daniel Allred
Albert Alvarado
Darryl L. Alwine
Lucinda L. Alwine
Michael Shawn Anders
Anthony C. Apergis
Marvin Ard
Charles W. Aviles Jr.
Theresa A. Ayres
Joseph Z. Bailey
Scott M. Banister
Gaynelle L. Banks
La Sall E. Barker
Jason J. Barnes
Michael F. Bass
Paul D. Bates
Judy Belcher
Keith Belt
David Brian Bender
Eric D. Bennett
Thomas E. Bennett Sr.
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Darrell Benton
Eric D. Black
Rodney L. Black
Darryl B. Blanco
Ronald C. Boatwright
Ken R. Bocock
Brian Brown
Angie M. Brownmiller
Anne L. Brydegaard
Conrad Bullard
Elizabeth Burk
Jeannie Burks
Michael A. Burks
Trent L. Busma
David W. Cady
Beverly R. Campbell
Terry W. Cardin
Ronnie W. Carnes
Cathie J. Casteel
Manuel N. Castillo
Kerry L. Cathey
Frank Cerligione
Roger C. Chandler

Linda Chatlain
Linda Chiatello
Ricky Christopher
Constance Coe
James M. Coker Jr.
Larry D. Coleman
Eliezer Cortes
Lynda Craft
David V. Crapo
Todd Crouse
Thomas E. Crowley
Raymond Culotta
William L. Cyphers
David W.
Daughenbaugh
Samuella Dauphine
Douglas L. Davis
Henry H. Davis
Pamela Jean Davis
Donald H. De Moise
Seminder S. Deol
Gene Doyle
Paula A. Duckworth

Albert J. Edmisson
Barb Edwards
Deborah Ellis
Michael J. Engel
Tammy Fast
Blane Faulkner
Rhonda Fauss
Lonnie W. Fender
Donna Finch
Efrain C. Flores
Eva Flores
John T. Frame
William C. Franklin
Johnny D. Frye
Victor R. Gabris
John L. Gallagher
Janice H. Gambrell
Ricky R. Gambrell
Phillip R. Gibson
Donald E. Glenny
David L. Grapentine
Steven T. Graves
Grady W. Green Jr.

Clifford Greenroyd
Kathy Grimes
Noreen M. Gruel
Michael J. Hand
Steve Hanson
Scott E. Hardy
James Hargrove
Kendrick Harold
Billy G. Hawkins
Troy Hawthorne
Daisy J. Hazlett
Douglas Heard Jr.
Brian J. Hegemann
O.G. Hendricks
Tim Hendrickson
Ricky G. Herron
Robert E. Hester
Susan S. Heusinger
Curtis Hicks
Charles E. High
Melroy J. Hokanson
James C. Howell
Sheila M. Howell

Michael Huss
Stefan D. Iliev
Cezar Ionescu
Arthur Jackson
Michael Jackson Sr.
Jacek Janota
Ionel Jecu
Nancy Jenkins
Robert Jensen
Donald R. Jessie
Kathy J. Johnmeyer
Randy Johnson
Steve Johnson
Wesley Johnson
Donald W. Jones Sr.
Gary L. Jones
Kenneth Jones
Robert L. Jones
Marko Jovicic
Tim J. Judge
Sid J. Kamp
Joel D. Kay
Konrad J. Keding
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Congratulations

Mark Martin
Don Mather
Pat McClure
David McCombs
Edward McCullough
Dale McCurdy
Vern McPherson
Stephen McQuay
Jerry McQuinn
Richard Means Jr.
Edward Mehring
Donald Melcher
Thomas Melcher
Thomas Michaels
Dennis Miller
David L. Miller
John Miller
Russell Miller
Michael Milligan
David Milner
Robert Minnick Jr.
Alan Moore
Gordon Moore Jr.
Leonard Morris
Patrick Mullen
Edward Mullins
Paul Murphy
John Niess

James G. King
Eric J. Kirsch
Dragislav Kokotovic
Roman Komenda
John Kotopoulos
Ilmar Ed Kott
Dale L. Kreider
Jon B. Lafferty
Paul D. Lanz
Richard Lewis Sr.
Brian D. Like
David A. Lines
David R. Long
Steven J. Longsworth
Ovidiu Lup
Issaam Maalouf
Michael E. Macon
George A. Malone
William Maloney
Tonny Manns Sr.
Rick Maples
Richard A. Martinez
Howard D. Mason
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Richard Nord
James Noto
Gary Nugent
George O’Brien
Roger Ohde
Richard Oldham
Roger Orman
Raymond Overbay
Gary Owens
Robert Palmer
Roy Parke
William Parthun
Edward Peace
John Pederson
Jim Perchak
Gary Perrine
Donald Peterson
Georgia Peterson
Dean Peyton
James Pharis
Phil Phillips
Dewight Pickard
Larry Plowman Jr.
Francis Polczak
Charles Pope
Eugene Potaczek
Basil Prettyman
Rodney Prillwitz

Siprian Matos
Tamara D. McCurry
Mark S. McIlwain
Tim M. McNally
Brenda McQuait
Mark Metraw
Christopher P. Miller
Mark D. Miller
W. Tim Miller
Adam Mills
Mark W. Minske
Shirley J. Mitchell
Maria Moeller
Chris Moody
Gerard E. Moore
Larry D. Moore
Michael J. Morelli
David R. Morgan
Daniel I. Morrison
Curtis Mozie
Darrell A. Mutz
Duane A. Nandory
Michael Nanninga

Albert Puhlman Jr.
Stephen Quinn
David Reals
Granger Reed
Ronnie Reiter
Dusty Renfroe
John Renneke
Douglas Reuter
Ron Reynolds
David Rick
Lowell Rivard
Steven Robedeau
William Roberts
Timothy Robinson
Zeke Robinson
Loydene Rogers
Tina Roney
Dwight Root
William Rosemeyer
David Roth
Richard Russell Jr.
John Samples
Philip Sanfilippo
Rick Sapp
Theodore Scheel
Eugene Schroeder
Gary Schultz
James Self

Frank X. Noga Jr.
Kenneth M. Nolt
Shane Norris
Johnny Ortega
Glen W. Orts
Randolph G. Osterhout
Douglas C. Otto
Gary G. Padgett
Carl Ray Paris Jr.
Yvonne C. Parker
Jesse Perez
Darrell A. Perry
Jay W. Pflugh
Billie H. Pickens
Brenda Plank
John S. Pocock
Anna M. Porter
Edward S. Powers
Patrick Scott Pozanc
Randy Prince
William A. Quidley
Bishnarine Ramdial
Anthony Jay Randall

Benny Short
Leon Shrock
Daniel Shultz
Gregory Shust
Steven Silverstein
James Simpson
Larry Sines
Swaran Singh
Alan Smith
Carll Smith
Dirk Smith
Fletcher Smith
Neil Smith
Richard Smith
Steven Smith
Wilmer Smoker
James Snader
Eugene Snyder
Bob Sorrentino
Jeffrey Spear
Stanley Spencer
Billy Springer
Marshall Spry
Bryan Steen
Steve Steidley
Donald Steiner
Danny Stevenson
Charles Stewart

James Stewart
Chet Stoltzfus
Steve Stolz
Michael Stong
James Strong
William Stufflebeam
Scott Sutter
David Sword
Michael Tackett
Thomas Taft
Anthony Talley
Peter Tapley
Bruce Tarr
John Tarr
Daniel Thomas
Scott Thompson Jr.
Steve Thompson
Wayne Tomlinson
William Tucker
Rodney Underwood
David Van Speybroeck
Blake Vann
Roger Vincent
Timothy Vis
Eugene Walker
Ronnie Wallace
Otis Walls
Steven Waters

Johnny Ravenell
Jesse A. Reed
Davin Reid
Daniel E. Rettig
Ryan Reynaud
Roy J. Robertson
John Robinson Jr.
Maurice Robinson
Doug J. Rolfes
Jose N. Romero
Sambai Rono
Obidiah I. Sanders
James D. Schlueb
Lisa R. Schmidt
Doug Schmitz
Jacqueline Schneer
Michael J. Schneer
Dane E. Schroeder
Darryl J. Schwarz
Rodney A. Sekich
Thomas Kirk Shore Jr.
Timmy Shunk
Corey J. Siegel

Loyd Ray Sigmon
Kim L. Simmons
Kyle W. Simon
David F. Smith
Ernest Smith
John E. Spano
Richard Stelzman
Danny J. Stewart
Charles A. Stout
Ronald L. Taylor Jr.
Edward J. Tepper
Tamara Thibeault
Christopher W. Thomas
Franklin Thompson
Miroslav Tkach
John R. Tobin
Stacey L. Tschetter
Erhardt H. Tulgestka
Mark F. Turner
Willard Bruce
Van Gelder
Steven E. Vanderheiden
Cindi A. Vaughan

John Webber
Daron Welch
David White
Dale Wiederholt
Wayne Wilkens
John Williams
Stanley Wilson
Felix Winesberry Sr.
Charles Woods
Nick Wybenga
Robert Yoder
Bret Young
Delbert Young
James Young
Kerry Young
Robert Young
Stephen Young
Joey Younger
Charles Zinn

Teodor Velitchkov
Troy S. Wagner
Tannis M. Ward
Charles R. Washington
Donald J. Wass
James A. Watson
Wayne Scott Weber
Mark L. Welch
Kenneth A. Wernsing
Lloyd Allen Wheeler
Jeff W. Wilkerson Sr.
Eric L. Williams
Lisa D. Williams
Timothy G. Williams
Tom A. Williams
Bradley A. Willis
Richard Leon Wooten
Kurt Wynegar
Lance E. Zimmerman
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complete selection of items available.
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ACCOUNTING
Lucky Hauler........................................101
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ....................103
Taxation Solutions................................102
Todd Knapp, CPA .................................. 99

MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 211,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (60%), small and medium ﬂeets (14%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 447,000

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,

Capital Lending ...................................100

products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary

Corporate Capital ................................100

business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.

Eagle Capital ......................................... 99
Legacy Financial Services ..................101
Max Milles ............................................100
Neal Freeman Investments.................102

RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125

XFactors...............................................103

LEGAL SERVICES

Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-816-229-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land Line’s
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

Coast to Coast Legal Services ...........103
Road Law.............................................102

Let us help you get your life back on track!
PRODUCTS & SERVICES
American Truck Historical Society ...... 100
BH Tubes ............................................. 103
Cruise King .......................................... 102
DakotaPost .......................................... 101
Dan the Tire Man ................................. 103
Donvel .................................................. 103

20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

O File back years taxes
O Amended tax returns
O Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
O Penalty abatements
O Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
O Release of tax liens & levies

Electrowarmth...................................... 101

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com

Freight Movers School ................. 100,102

tdkcpa@att.net

CPA

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Corporate
Supporter

Freight Seesaw.................................... 101
Gateway Supply .................................. 100
Great American Chrome Shop........... 101
RoadKing Shocks ............................... 104
Silver Road Shocks ............................. 102
SouthPointe Radiator .......................... 101
Van Alstine ........................................... 103

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS
Loadtraining.com ................................101
The Truckers Helper .............................. 99
Truckdriver.com ...................................103

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart....................................................... 102
Debrick Truck Line ............................... 102
Western Flyer Express ........................ 103

Direct-mailed
to over 211,000
industry
professionals*
Call 816-229-5791
to advertise.
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TRUCKER TAX HELP
Accountants & CPA’s who have
worked in the trucking industry
QCorporate & Individual Tax Returns
QAll 50 States
QIRS Issues
QYear-Round Tax Advice

DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
Q Support bar
Q Weighs only 20 lbs.
Q Extends to 53 inches
Q Folds to 33 inches
Q 18-Inches wide
Q Anti-skids steps
Q Non-pinch hinge
Q 400 pounds capacity
Q Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com

Our customers say it best:
“I have been driving 18 wheelers for the
past 42 years. I set up my Corporation
and hired Corporate Capital to do all of
my bookkeeping and tax returns for my
business. With them doing my books I
have offset my expenses each year and
pay the minimum in taxes.”
~ Robert Dowdy, Cisco Group, Inc.

Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

caplendgroup.com
Let us get to work for you!

U.S. Distributor

FINANCING
YOUR EQUIPMENT

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”

doesn’t have to be

Ashley Carlson, President/Owner

855-810-4114

www.corpcapinc.com
-BLF&BTU%SJWFt-BT7FHBT /7

1650-A South Enterprise
Springfield, MO 65804

Personalized service
Flexible financing
Behind you 100%

LOANS

417-865-6500 or
866-526-0843

LEASING

FLEXIBILITY

Taking the hassle out of
dispatching and paperwork
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:
tFind loads
tComplete broker contracts
tSign rate sheets
tGather insurance certiﬁcates
t$PNQMFUFJOWPJDJOHGPS00T
& small ﬂeet owners
t1SPWJEF#JH3PBE&MFDUSPOJD
 -PH5SBDLJOHGPS00T

Save time
and stay
focused on
what you
do best
CONTACT US TODAY

www.maxmilles.com
219-863-1091

Call 816-229-5791 to advertise
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7TIGMEPM^IMRS[RIVSTIVEXSVW
Q
00'ERH7'SVTWTIGMEPMWXW
Q
9WIPSGEXMSRFEWIH4IV(MIQ
Q

Are
you still
paying
too much
to Uncle
Sam?

Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.
CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

*6%2/+69&)6'4%

luckyhauler.com


[[[PIKEG]ßRERGMEPWIVZMGIWFM^

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com

15% Off

Family Owned for Over 30 Years

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

1-888-780-4894

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers t Stacks
Bugshields t Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens tDash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers t Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Call 816-229-5791
to advertise
MAY 2018
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&XUUHQWO\IDFWRULQJ?*LYHXVDFDOOIRUDEHWWHUUDWH

:HZDQWWREHTHE FACTORLQ\RXUSUCCESS
Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com
*'".&.#&3t00*%"$03103"5&4611035&3t"11307&%#:$)30#*/40/50'"$5035)&*3-0"%4)"6-&%#::06

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own t Weekly settlements
t Flexible Dispatch tSafety Award Program

800-255-6285
Since 1958

Paola, KS

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
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Got a ticket? Fight it!
t$%-1SPUFDUJPO
t$POmEFOUJBM
t/BUJPOBM$PWFSBHF
t/P.FNCFSTIJQ

Protect your CDL

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service

WITH 25-100 TRUCKS
and create strategic partnerships.

Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
,QFRPH7D[3UHSDUDWLRQ
%RRNNHHSLQJ
,563UREOHP5HVROXWLRQ
//& ,QF)LOLQJV

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE OFFER: ELD friendly freight network for maximum miles & minimum downtime
1SPWFODPTUNPEFMGPSMPXFSPQFSBUJOHDPTUTt$PNQBOZFTUBCMJTIFEJO

WE KNOW TRUCKING!

marketing@westernﬂyerexpress.com ZZZZHVWHUQÁ\HUH[SUHVVFRP

1-888-407-1669

Call for Free Tax Organizer!

www.mbataxhelp.com

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!
900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

tGlider Kits
tMandrel Bent
tFast, low-fee
shipping!
tJO$VTUPNFS
Service

1-866-210-5545
www.bhtubes.com

NEW TIRES FOR YOUR RIG?
Lease to Own, Only $49
Delivers to Your Door!
EZ payments, no hard credit check,
90-days no interest.

Apply at danthetireman.com

866-297-5948
DAN THE TIRE MAN

Drop Today – Cash Today
4



/0/3&$0634&$5%&104$*5"3%4 4'-0 1"11-*$*"55$*0)/&$,&44
7
'"$503*/(tFREE%t*3F&REE't6F&R-EE5t3"F/REE4t&5F6REE$t3&/%03&4&3XFactors
Financial
SINCE
1990

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net
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Important notice to all current dues-paid
Members of OOIDA regarding the no-cost
$1,000 Basic Accidental Death and
Dismemberment plan provided by OOIDA.

MERGER ENDORSEMENT
ATTACH TO YOUR POLICY
Effective December 31, 2017, American Underwriters
Life Insurance Company of Phoenix AZ, has merged
with and into Puritan Life Insurance Company of
America. All references to American Underwriters Life
Insurance Company of Phoenix AZ, in your Policy are
hereby changed to Puritan Life Insurance Company of
America (“PLICA”).
This Endorsement reflects the merger of American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix AZ
with and into PLICA. After the merger, the surviving
company, PLICA, will carry out the provisions of the
above-described Policy and assumes all liability of
American Underwriters Life Insurance Company of
Phoenix AZ, for the payment of claims under the Policy.
This Endorsement forms a part of your Policy and
should be attached thereto. Except as noted herein,
the above-referenced Policy remains unchanged.
The new corporate office for the company is:
Puritan Life Insurance Company of America
1720 W. Rio Salado Parkway
Tempe, AZ 85281
Also, effective immediately and until further notice,
please send all correspondence related to your PLICA
policy (referenced above) to the new address:
Puritan Life Insurance Company of America
PO BOX 11823
Winston-Salem, NC 27116

Daily News
and Information
for Truckers

You may contact your service team Monday through
Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm, Eastern Time. The
new toll-free service number and fax number are:
Phone: 844-465-0361

Fax Number: 336-759-3141

PLICA has, by its President and Secretary, executed
this Endorsement.

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST
Mark Sauder, President

Sirius XM 146
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Steven Johnson, Secretary
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SETTLEMENT

Lamb, Bogash settle deception allegations
with FTC to the tune of $900,000
By Land Line staff

A pair of owners of online permitting
and registration services have settled
a complaint levied by the Federal
Trade Commission, agreeing to pay
$900,000.
Operating under four separate
businesses, James Lamb and Uliana
Bogash agreed to settle a Federal
Trade Commission complaint alleging
the pair tricked trucking companies
into paying them for various
registration fees by impersonating or

The settlement stems from a
September 2016 complaint
filed by the Federal Trade
Commission alleging that
Lamb and Bogash, through
their four businesses,
collected permit fees using
deceptive tactics.
falsely claiming affiliation with the
Department of Transportation and
other agencies.
The settlement stems from a
September 2016 complaint filed
by the Federal Trade Commission
alleging that Lamb and Bogash,
through their four businesses,
collected permit fees using deceptive
tactics.
In September 2016, the FTC
charged that Lamb, Bogash,
DOTAuthority.com Inc., DOTFilings.
com Inc., Excelsior Enterprises
International Inc., and JPL Enterprises
International Inc. tricked small
businesses into purchasing their
registration services by falsely
claiming to be affiliated with
government agencies in violation
of the FTC Act, according to an
FTC news release announcing the
settlement. The pair also allegedly
MAY 2018

failed to disclose the service fee
associated with their services or to
adequately distinguish it from the
actual government registration fee.
According to the FTC’s complaint,
the defendants took in more than
$19 million from thousands of small
businesses by sending misleading
robocalls, emails, and text messages
that create and reinforce the false
impression that they are, or are
affiliated with, the U.S. DOT, the
Unified Carrier Registration system,
or another government agency. The
defendants used official-sounding
names, official-looking websites,
warnings of $1,000 in civil penalties
or fines for noncompliance, and
threats of imminent law enforcement
to trick consumers into using their
registration services instead of using
official government website services.
In addition to the initial permit
fees, the FTC alleged that customers
were enrolled in an automatic
billing service for future payments
in violation of the Restore Online
Shoppers Confidence Act.
The settlement order was filed
March 16 in the U.S. District Court
for the Southern District of Florida.
In the settlement, Lamb and Bogash
were banned from misrepresenting
affiliation with any government entity
and from using consumers’ billing
information to obtain payments
without consumers’ express consent.
They must also adequately disclose
that they are a private third-party
service provider and any fees
associated with their services.
The order imposes a $900,000
judgment that must be paid within one
day.
The commission voted to approve
the stipulated final order that outlines
the term of the settlement. Once filed
with the court and signed by the
judge, the order carries the force of
law. LL
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HOT

COOL

Get your power on
The new TriPac Envidia by Thermo King is a clean, reliable, all-electric
auxiliary power unit designed to save fuel and deliver driver comfort. The
company claims that the Envidia provides the longest all-electric runtime in
the industry along with superior battery life and the power to run the devices
that make the sleeper cab feel more like home. It runs clean and emissionfree and is significantly quieter than engine-based APU systems. Supported
by nearly 200 locations in the Thermo King dealer network nationwide, the
unit features an in-cab Simple HMI (human machine interface) driver control
module that allows the driver to select the desired function of the system.
Visit NA.ThermoKing.com for more information and to locate a dealer.

Trailer air brake
inspections made easy
Slakjak is a simple, easy-to-use tool designed to check
the slack adjustment in trailer air brakes. Invented by a
professional driver who has spent a lot of time driving
on steep grades, Slakjak eliminates the need to set and
release, walk back and forth between the cab and the
trailer, and crawl on the ground getting greasy and dirty
to perform a pre-trip air brake inspection. The tool also
quickly and easily identifies worn S-cams and bushings,
helping to reduce accidents, prevent injuries and improve
your overall level of safety while on the road. Slakjak is
manufactured in the USA. For more information and to
order, visit Slakjak.com or call 760-985-8416.

Get FIT
FleetguardFIT (filtration intelligence technology) from Cummins Filtration
is a real-time filtration monitoring system that provides full visibility to
filter (fuel, lube and air) and oil life. Integrated sensors use your truck’s
existing telematics to transmit data about how the
engine and filters are performing. Once that data is
transmitted to the cloud, FIT analyzes the information
and delivers recommended actions via the FIT portal
and app. The system assists in better predicting
downtime, synchronizing service events, optimizing
maintenance spend and enabling proactive problem
detection. FleetguardFIT works with many engine
platforms and applications. To learn more and to locate
a dealer or distributor, visit CumminsFiltration.com/
FleetguardFIT or call 800-22FILTER (800-223-4583).

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land Line’s advertising department from promotional materials provided by selected
manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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Tired of swinging cables
damaging the back of your cab?
The new X-Tend tracker bar extension from Phillips Industries is designed to extend the
tracker spring kit and cables out an additional 8 inches from the tracker bar, preventing scuffs
and marring caused by swinging cables. The nylon support bracket rests on back of the cab,
eliminating the need for installation hardware. Foam gasket padding on the back of the bracket
prevents damage to the cab’s surface. Both the mounting bracket and support bracket are made
of noncorrosive materials, and the metal tubing and eye hook are constructed of stainless steel for
durability and corrosion resistance. X-Tend is designed for use with three-quarter-inch diameter tracker
bars and can be installed on tractors with a solid metal back or with windows with a metal frame down the
center of the cab. Visit PhillipsInd.com or call 800-423-4512 to learn more and to locate a distributor.

A smarter way to weigh
AppWeigh is an on-board truck weighing system that
provides access to truck or trailer weight anytime,
anywhere without a typical scale. The system consists
of a small, coin battery-powered sensor and air-fitting
that installs quickly into the air suspension of a truck or
trailer without having to tap into a power source. The
sensor transmits a weight signal via Bluetooth to any
capable smartphone or tablet and can be accessed
using the AppWeigh app within range of the installed
sensor. The app allows the user to view their individual
axle weights, with an accuracy of 200 pounds or better,
as they would appear on a public scale printout. Other
AppWeigh features include user-defined weight load
warnings, the ability to send weights via text or email,
and an optional SmartView service for storing and
reviewing all weight and location data in the cloud. For
more information and to order, visit AppWeigh.com or
call 971-200-5162.

1-2-3 immobile
The Double Lock D-Lock is a safety device designed
for use on freestanding tractor-trailers. It is used to lock
the air brake of the truck by disabling the release of
the air brakes and rendering the truck immobile. The
device features two holes for padlocks for extra safety
and now comes with a chain to prevent pin loss. Simply
place the lock over the air supply coupling glad hand
and lock your padlocks onto the device to keep your
truck secure and immobile. The Double Lock D-Lock
is handcrafted and has a safety red powder-coat
protective finish that withstands all weather conditions
and the abuse of daily wear and tear. For more
information and to order, visit GladHandLock.com.

Do you have a product or service to be featured?
If you have a product you would like featured, send a news release
with a photo to Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com.
All featured products are subject to editorial review.
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U.S. SUPREME COURT

Supreme Court to examine whether independent
truckers are exempt from Federal Arbitration Act
By Mark Schremmer, associate editor

The U.S. Supreme Court will hear a case that will decide
whether labor disputes brought by independent contractors
in the trucking industry are exempt from arbitration.
In February, the Supreme Court granted the certiorari
petition to hear the case between trucking company New
Prime Inc., which is based in Springfield, Mo., and truck
driver Dominic Oliveira.
Oliveira entered into New Prime’s student truck driver
program, where drivers must attend a four-day orientation
and log 10,000 unpaid miles as a driver or passenger. After
completing the supervised driving period, court documents
said the student driver must take the examination for a
commercial driver’s license and then drive 30,000 more
miles as a B2 company driver trainee. B2 trainees were paid
14 cents per mile. After finishing the program, Oliveira
became an independent contractor.
Later, Oliveira filed a class action lawsuit against New
Prime, alleging that the trucking company violated the Fair
Labor Standards Act and the Missouri minimum-wage

104 LAND LINE

statute. New Prime moved to compel arbitration under the
Federal Arbitration Act.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit said the
case raised two questions. First, must the court determine
whether the FAA applies or must it grant the motion and let
the arbitrator determine the applicability of the Act? Second,
does Section 1 of the FAA, which exempts contracts of
transportation workers, apply “to a transportation-worker
agreement that establishes or purports to establish an
independent-contractor relationship?”
The First Circuit determined that the applicability of
the FAA is a threshold question for the court to determine
before compelling arbitration under the Act. The court
also ruled that the exemption did apply to independent
contractors.
New Prime petitioned the ruling to the Supreme Court,
saying the First Circuit’s decision would deprive both
companies and workers in the transportation industry of the
benefits of the FAA.
The deadline for New Prime’s brief is May 14, and
Oliveira has until July 11 to respond. LL
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Being on the road can get lonely without something
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ROSES to Powell
Slaughter, a writer
for a publication
called Furniture Today.
Slaughter wrote a column asking
the very pertinent question: “Is the
ELD mandate overkill?”
He very rightly pointed out that
fatalities from heavy truck and
bus crashes have been trending
downward in recent years, citing
numbers from the FMCSA itself.
Then he goes on to say:
“I’ll take my chances with
a professional driver, whose
livelihood is largely tied to
avoiding crashes, who feels he or
she has enough time in the day
to safely complete a job even if it
means driving an extra hour vs.
one who’s feeling the heat to get
somewhere as fast as humanly
possible.”
He adds that truck drivers aren’t
the real danger on the road.
Rather, he says, “it’s the Richard
Petty wannabes and the possibly
intoxicated folks behind the wheel
of a four-wheeler that scare me
the most.” Well, Mr. Furniture
Today writer, with talk like that,
you’re welcome at our table
anytime.

RAZZBERRIES to the Toronto
Sun for an article published this
past March that for some bizarre,
inexplicable reason revisited the
case of convicted serial killer Bruce
Mendenhall and used it to drag the
entire trucking profession through
the mud. The headline reads: “Are
truckers more likely to be serial
killers?” Nice start, eh?
But apart from that and one line
claiming that “the FBI has said that
truck driver is the ideal occupation
for a serial killer,” the story contains
zero evidence to back up the
sensationalistic headline. It goes into
grisly details about Mendenhall’s
crimes, but those happened more

scratching the surface. If you want
to give that a shot, give us a call.
We know some folks who’d be
happy to educate you.

than 10 years ago and Mendenhall is
rotting away in prison, so why dredge
them up now and use the actions
of one lunatic to smear an entire
profession?
Good thing we don’t judge all
journalists by the alleged ones
employed by the Toronto Sun.
ROSES and RAZZBERRIES
for the folks at Jalopnik – which is
a website dedicated to all things
automotive. The ROSE part comes
from a video that was posted there
by reporter Jason Torchinsky, who
paid a visit to a Volvo Truck plant in
Virginia, and spent the night in the
sleeper of a truck to get “the full
trucking experience.” Torchinsky
said he’s slept in motels that were
worse, but – and this is where the
RAZZBERRIES come in – to think
that spending one night in a brandnew sleeper in the parking lot of the
place where it was made is anything
remotely resembling “the full trucking
experience” borders on laughable.
For the real trucking experience,
you need to deal with long loading
and unloading times, heavy traffic,
construction, bad weather, worse
drivers, angry dispatchers, shady
brokers, limited parking spaces and
zero time to find one. And that’s just

ROSES to Contract Transport
Services, a trucking company out
of Green Bay, Wis., for a generous
donation they recently made to
the Green Bay Police and Fire
Departments.
The company raised a total
of $5,000 by creating wrapped
trailers for groups like military
veterans, firefighters and police
officers – and then donated money
based on how many miles those
vehicles were driven throughout
2017. Company President Curt
Reitz said they try to use the trucks
as much as possible, so it adds up
over the course of the year.
What a great way to pay tribute
to under-recognized heroes.

RAZZBERRIES to
the growing trend at
truck stops of turning
regular parking spaces
into reserved parking
spaces, making drivers pay
for the privilege of parking.
We understand these are, of
course, private businesses that
have the right to do with their
own lots as they see fit, but at a
time when truck parking is at a
premium and the ELD mandate
is cutting the time available to
find a parking spot down to the
wire, making truckers pay a
premium doesn’t seem like the
best business strategy.
Instead, we offer an
alternative – make parking a
reward for fueling up at the
truck stop. Or at least keep the
number of reserved spots to a
bare minimum. Truck stops are
supposed to be an oasis for
weary truckers on the road, but
doing this makes the parking
lot feel more like a mirage. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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