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Truckers have had enough of mega ﬂeets
and anti-trucking groups dictating change.
Now is the time to channel that anger into action.

The Ofﬁcial Publication of the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association

®
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OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May 2020!!

Some stops just aren’t
on your regular route.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May 2020.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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OOIDA Truck Insurance
Great rates.
Outstanding service.
Friendly, fast, efficient service
for the busy owner-operator.

At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. You are our mission.
For more than 45 years, OOIDA has been
dedicated to developing a comprehensive range
of insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
OOSI is also committed to providing
outstanding, friendly customer service and
fast turn-around.
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy
is bound.
Call OOSI at 800-715-9369 and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
www.ooidatruckinsurance.com.
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* Discounts and premiums subject to underwriting guidelines and verification of information.
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20 H-O-S have truckers M-A-D

OOIDA’s Grassroots Guide showcases
how one person with a plan and
persistence can turn the tide and shows
you how you can, too.
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EDITOR’SPAGE
Jami Jones MANAGING EDITOR

Channeling the optimist
No page has ever been as blank as
the one I stared at thinking about
what to say to all of you. My heart
is filled with loss. It is difficult to
collect a thought, much less craft
an inspiring message.
Jim Johnston was sick for a
while. Damn cancer. We hoped.
Then we knew. It was incurable.
We cherished and absorbed his
wisdom and guidance in the time
we had. As anyone who has dealt
with loss knows, in the moment of
realizing a loved one is gone we

Because, as sad as
we are, we are going
forward. It’s exactly
what Jim would want.

feel like the time we had was
never enough.
Sadly, on Jan. 8, we learned our
leader, mentor and friend had left
us.
That was just days before we
sent this magazine off to press. I
felt the weight of putting together
something profound here on this
page. Something real that would
comfort us all. The longer I stared
at this formerly blank page, I
realized, it’s not my words we all
need.
We need Jim Johnston’s words:
“Never give up. The only
option is deciding how best to
fight back.”
I will add a bit of context and
maybe even surprise some of you
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with a fact about Jim: He was an
eternal optimist. He once said that
there are three types of people –
the optimist, the pessimist and the
realist.
The first two know no
boundaries. The optimist shoots
for the moon. The pessimist
always believes things can get
worse. The realist is locked in by
the boundaries of a system.
Jim’s words tell us to “never
give up.” They tell us there is only
one path ahead. And, we have to
do it smart. I’ve dropped
references to Sun Tzu here before
and in the pages of Land Line, but
we need to update that. We need to
focus on the Jim Johnston
playbook.
That brings me back to the cover.
I bet it caught your eye. Maybe it
even raised an eyebrow. Good. We
have your attention.
Because, as sad as we are, we
are going forward. It’s exactly
what Jim would want. He would
be proud of us for channeling our
hurt, our anger into change. That’s
the legacy he leaves, and we are
obligated to carry on.
Enter the OOIDA Grassroots
Guide. It’s a yawner of a title. I
get that. However, grassroots
advocacy is exactly what Jim built
OOIDA on. One person can and
does make a difference. We
showcase some big wins of
individuals affecting change and
making things happen starting on
Page 42, and then we go on to tell
you how you can start plotting
your plan of attack.
And there is plenty to attack.

Rough starts and rocky
roads. For the motorheads out
there, both of those things mean
your equipment won’t last very
long. Well, the electronic logging
mandate is on such a course. We
detail the early days of the
mandate, what OOIDA is up to,
and how you can remain compliant
while OOIDA continues to work
toward overturning the rule.
H-O-S have truckers m-a-d.
The Land Line mailbag has
collected more dust than actual
letters since email and social
media have taken over. Except for
here lately. In fact, it’s been
swamped. You had a lot to say
about hours of service. And none
of it was positive. Check it out on
Page 20.
There is plenty more packed in
this issue, but if there is one thing
that I can leave with all of you, I
assure you that the fight is not
over.
OOIDA’s bylaws have been in
place a long time. It’s important to
understand this was always Jim’s
vision. He wanted – he expected
– the Association to sustain. There
is a leadership plan outlined in the
bylaws that now has Todd Spencer
assuming the role of acting
president and CEO.
The bylaws dictate an election
take place within one year to fill
the remainder of Jim’s term as
president. That will happen in
April. The mission continues and
Todd tells you more on Page 16.
All that’s left at this point is to
honor Jim and get to work fighting
for the rights of truckers. LL
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In Memory
OOIDA President and CEO

Jim Johnston
Jim Johnston, the resilient leader of
the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association whose enduring
vision secured a position on the
frontlines for truckers’ rights for
more than four decades, died Jan. 8.
Johnston served as OOIDA
president and chief executive officer
since 1975.
“Jim loved every minute he spent
behind the wheel as a trucker, but
when circumstances required it in
the ’70s, he stepped down from
behind the wheel to give a badly
needed voice to truckers, the real
truckers that move America. Every
driver today is better off because
of that long ago decision he made,”
said Todd Spencer, acting OOIDA
president. “Our hearts are very
heavy as we pass along this sad
news – Jim Johnston, OOIDA’s
president and CEO, has passed
away following a courageous battle
with cancer.”
Jim was born July 23, 1939, in
Summerfield, Mass., to Richard
Vernon Johnston and Dorthea
Kelley Johnston. He was raised in
the Midwest after the family moved
to Davenport, Iowa, when Jim was
a child.
He enlisted in the U.S. Navy
in 1956. He was a boilerman on
four ships – two troop ships, an
ammunition ship and a survey
ship. After completing his military
service, Jim became a truck driver
and an owner-operator.
He started driving in 1960, before
he had a license to drive a truck. He
12 LAND LINE

had partnered with a “friend” who
got an advance on a load and took
off with the money, leaving Jim on
his own.

From its beginnings
in a trailer chained
to a light pole at a
truck stop in
Grain Valley É
When Jim drove his truck to
the DMV to take his test, the
examiner asked how he got the
truck there. Jim told him he drove
it. The examiner was amused and
commented on how big the truck
was. Jim passed his test and “got
legal.” He was then driving for
Diamond Transportation out of
Wisconsin, hauling mostly farm
machinery.

In 1969, Jim moved to Grain
Valley, Mo., where he got a
job trucking for All Star Dairy,
Lawrence, Kan.
Those were turbulent years, and
Jim became active in the trucking
industry, an industry beset with a
growing list of desperations.
The subsequent trucking
shutdowns across the country
created the need for truckers to form
an association in order to effectively
communicate their concerns to
lawmakers. In 1973, OOIDA was
established, and the role of leading
it was soon thrust upon him.
In 1974, he married his longtime
girlfriend, Mary Carroll. The couple
had met in the early 1960s when
Mary was a waitress in Milan, Ill.,
and she often trucked with Jim. She
was a driving force behind OOIDA
until her death on Oct. 16, 2008, of
leukemia.
Most of the Association’s
FEBRUARY 2018
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founding members had returned
to full-time operation of their
businesses by 1975. Jim was elected
president of OOIDA in 1975, its
third president since its founding
two years earlier. Jim said he was
the “only one left and too dumb or
stubborn to know when to quit.”
While he was dividing his time
between running his trucking
business and the Association, one of
his trucks was repossessed and he
was close to losing another. One of
his obligations had to go, so he gave
up his trucking business to focus on
his OOIDA responsibilities full time.
From its beginnings in a trailer
chained to a light pole at a truck
stop in Grain Valley, Jim nurtured
OOIDA to its current status as the
nation’s largest organization of
professional truckers.
The determination, strength of
character and personal charisma
that helped him persevere through
the difficulties of OOIDA’s early
years also served to make Jim an
outspoken champion for the rights
and well-being of all professional
truckers. He led OOIDA’s legal
challenges against many state
governments and regulatory bodies
on issues associated with unfair
treatment against truckers – winning
landmark cases in Tennessee,
Alabama, Minnesota and many
more. He has taken on major motor
carriers for violations in truth-inleasing regulations and other abuses
of small-business truckers’ rights.
Jim considered the case that
took down the Tennessee Public
Service Commission one of the most
satisfying because of the level of
corruption with truck enforcement
officers shaking down out-of-state
truckers for campaign contributions.
OOIDA’s litigation efforts have
scored wins in stopping random
FEBRUARY 2018

roadside drug testing, fatigue
checklists and put more than
$150 million back in the pockets
of truck drivers – to name a few
highlights.
Jim’s concern with areas of
commercial vehicle safety led to
his inclusion in numerous research
forums on behalf of the views of
professional truckers. He was active
in White House working groups

… Jim nurtured
OOIDA to its current
status as the nation’s
largest organization
of professional
truckers.
during the Carter administration.
He also served on research panels
of the National Academies of
Sciences Transportation Research
Board, the Congressional Office
of Technology Assessment, U.S.
Government Accountability Office,
and others dealing with various
aspects of trucking operations, such
as commercial vehicle safety, truck
size and weight issues.
He served on the National
Motor Carrier Safety Advisory
Committee to the U.S. Department
of Transportation. He was a member
of the Commercial Vehicle Safety
Alliance Senior Strategic Advisory
Committee, and a former member
of the ITS America Commercial
Vehicle Operations Policy
Subcommittee, on which he was
chairman of the committee’s Data
Privacy and Control Task Force.
In 2010, Jim married Karen

Breuer England. They lived in Grain
Valley and often enjoyed weekends
in the Missouri Ozarks at Pomme de
Terre Lake.
On Oct. 6, 2015, he was honored
for his leadership and dedication to
the industry on the floor of the U.S.
House of Representatives by Rep.
Bill Shuster. Shuster is chairman
of the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee.
Along with his job as president of
the lobbying and regulatory efforts
of OOIDA, Jim was the force behind
the business side of the Association.
He led OOIDA to create a robust
collection of services and programs
for drivers. Unique to OOIDA, no
revenue from any of the programs
or services goes to shareholders. All
profits go directly to funding the
fight to protect and ensure the rights
of truckers.
During OOIDA’s board meeting
in October 2015, he was re-elected
president of the Association for his
ninth term.
In 2016, he was diagnosed with
lung cancer that required surgery
and an aggressive post-op treatment
plan. He continued to work as much
as possible during radiation and
chemotherapy. By the 2017 spring
board meeting, he was back to work
every day. He was hospitalized with
MRSA in the spring, but he returned
to his office by late summer. During
the October 2017 board meeting,
he shared his health situation with
board members. The cancer was
back, he said, and incurable.
He continued to work full
time until only days before his
passing and remained dedicated
to his core mission and that of
the Association – fighting for
the rights of all truckers. LL
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck
is that?”
Well, Tandem
Thoughts is
where the Land
Line media team
shares opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid
discussion. We
drop honesty
bombs, we poke fun, we offer provocative analysis of news and
events of interest to truckers. No topic is off limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting, as Managing
Editor Jami Jones did recently when she took the Senate
Subcommittee on Transportation to task for failing to take smallbusiness truckers’ voices into account. Or, something a little more
fun, like a recent piece Staff Writer Tyson Fisher did on a new
“truckers only” online dating service.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting
a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day
it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for
free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/
Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.

OOIDA now offers members OOIDA Compliance Connection,
a new program from OOIDA to assist members to stay in
compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.
With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and easily establish
compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA Compliance Connection offers:
• 24/7 online access to files
• Carriers can upload their own documents. No need
to scan and email or fax
• A system for storing driver qualification files
• Assistance with all maintenance files
• Organizes paperwork and allows auditors to
view records during a new entry safety audit

New Feature –
Permits &
Licensing
Management

• File copies of roadside inspection reports
• Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs and
other resources in an easy-to-access location
All of this information is easily accessible and can be sent confidentially and
selectively to an authorized investigator.
Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of
compliance record-keeping and maintenance.
Call OOIDA Business Services and find out about
OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
FEBRUARY 2018
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Commentary
The mission continues

Todd Spencer
AcTING OOIDA
PRESIDENT

As I write these words, the death
of longtime OOIDA President
Jim Johnston looms large over the
headquarters in Grain Valley, Mo.
Johnston’s willingness to step down
from an occupation as driver and
owner-operator, something he truly
loved, to give voice to the concerns

OOIDA has never been a one-man
band. Its strength comes from
its activist base of directors and
members willing to step up and work.
and frustrations of the men and women he shared the
road with was admirable then but even more so now
decades later looking back at some pretty remarkable
accomplishments.
In 1973, few policymakers or lawmakers had any
idea that most of trucking was small business. When
an angry group of them made their way to D.C. in ’73
and ’74, lawmakers were looking for the quickest and
easiest way to get them to go away. That happened, of
course, as drivers quickly ran out of money and returned
to trucking.
Johnston was among that group. He left D.C. angry
and frustrated, but also with the clear awareness
that if real truckers were to receive the respect and
consideration they deserved, an ongoing day-to-day
presence was critical.
OOIDA was formed in 1973 as an organization
of truckers, for truckers. Not attorney truckers or
accountants or MBA truckers, real truckers – the men
and women that sat behind the wheel. All officers and

How to shareYOUR OPINION

directors come from the membership. With only minor
tweaks throughout the years, OOIDA’s bylaws have
stood the test of time to keep the organization pure and
on focus.
Jim Johnston wasn’t OOIDA’s first president. Nor will
he be the last. He assumed the CEO spot when others
lost their way. Association bylaws stipulate that in the
event of a vacancy of the president, the executive vice
president, which is me, serves as acting president until
the board of directors meets to fill that seat. Hopefully,
the board votes for me to fill the top spot.
So what changes at OOIDA? Not really much at all.
The advocacy mission of giving a voice and fighting
for the rights of truckers certainly doesn’t. OOIDA has
never been a one-man band. Its strength comes from its
activist base of directors and members willing to step up
and work for the greater good for the industry and the
people they love.
Going back decades, most of the improvements that
have taken place in trucking have come as a result
of activism by OOIDA and its members. Seemingly
simple things like licensing and permitting were an
unbelievable road block to small business. Real truckers
getting involved changed that.
Issues going forward, like hours of service, time
spent loading/unloading docks, the lack of safe parking,
comprehensive driver training and much more are big
and important issues, far more important to the people
behind the wheel than the big guys behind the desks.
Yes, we are saddened by the loss of our longtime
leader, but the mission continues and he wouldn’t
have it any other way. My hope now is that members
and those who have yet to join OOIDA will renew
our enthusiasm and determination to make trucking
an attractive career choice. We’ve always known the
most important person in trucking is the one who sits
behind the wheel. And we’ve always known their value
extended way beyond just driving. LL



have a comment, special concern? agree or disagree with an editorial? mail us or email us. send to letters to the editor,
land line Magazine, P.o. box 1000, grain valley, mo 64029 or fax to 816-443-2227. if you would like to email a letter to
the editor for use in land line Magazine and/or the land line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to letters@landlinemag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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COMMENTARY

What a bunch of cheapskates
Trucking is too cheap.
Sure, consumers eventually beneﬁt, but
the nickels they save at the Wal-Mart come
John Bendel
cONTRIbuTING
straight out of the well-being of drivers and
EDITOR-AT-lARGE
of our families. Shippers
don’t pay what the service
Funny thing is,
really costs.
while regulated
In 1980, when regulation
transportation
ended under President Jimmy
was costly, the
Carter, the average driver
economy absorbed earned about $37,000 a year.
those costs.
The equivalent today would
be $110,000. Sure, some of
us earn that now, but most of us don’t come close.
So what happened?
Well, the truckload industry happened.
Until 1980, commercial trucking was ruled by
LTL, less-than-a-truckload carriers. Companies like
Consolidated Freightways, PIE and Yellow Freight
carried much of the long-haul trafﬁc. Thousands of
smaller carriers handled local and regional shipments.
While they were called LTLs, they hauled truckloads
too.
An LTL hub-and-spoke network meant real estate and
terminals across the carrier’s operating area. Operating
authority itself was a capital investment. Even those
LTLs not organized by the Teamsters had the same
expenses. So LTL rates were high, even for truckloads.
It was no surprise in 1980 that truckload was the
ﬁrst chunk of business the LTLs began to lose. Now a
carrier could operate without geographic constraints.
Any truckload could go straight from the shipper to
the consignee, wherever it was. The driver who picked
up was the driver who delivered. Shippers loved it
so much they began sending large LTL shipments as
truckloads. So when the doors opened to new trucking
entrants, virtually all were truckload carriers.
Deregulation brought something else. Before 1980,
carriers were immune to antitrust laws. They were
allowed to set rates together. Price ﬁxing was legal,

though they did have to publish those rates.
That went away with deregulation. Now carriers
had to set competitive rates individually. A truckload
carrier who paid nothing for operating rights and little
if anything for real estate could easily undercut an LTL
rate with a phone call. All trucking rates were suddenly
competitive and volatile.
Rate competition meant the end for most Teamster
LTL carriers. As union jobs disappeared, so did wage
stability in the industry. Driver wages fell. Freight
brokers multiplied and prospered by pushing rates
downward. It would be a long slide.
Even while deregulation offered opportunities for
contractors and small ﬂeets, those openings came in the
context of an increasingly competitive industry. Owneroperators who did well in the early days of deregulation
weren’t doing nearly as well two decades later when
a former trucker named Michael Belzer wrote a book
called “Sweatshops on Wheels: Winners and Losers in
Trucking Deregulation.” We all know who the losers
were.
Drivers lost income. We lost job security. Work in
the truckload sector keeps us from home. We miss our
children’s great moments, and our marriages often
suffer. Just because you can’t put a price tag on those
things doesn’t mean they have no cost. They do, and
those costs are ours alone. They do not ﬁgure into the
rates that shippers pay.
Yes, regulated trucking was wasteful and
inefﬁcient. Transportation became less expensive
after deregulation, no doubt, but how much of the
savings accrued to consumers? How much went to
stockholders, executive bonuses, and brokers?
Funny thing is, while regulated transportation was
costly, the economy absorbed those costs. Before 1980,
consumers made out just ﬁne. Meanwhile, drivers and
their families ate well, lived in decent homes, sent kids
to college, and enjoyed their leisure time.
Oh yeah. You might be surprised to learn there
actually was some leisure time. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
FEB. 27, 1918
the Fruehauf trailer Co. was founded in detroit. august
Fruehauf, the founder of the company, is credited with
inventing the semi-trailer.
FEB. 21, 1925
sam Peckinpah, the director of the 1978 film “Convoy”
was born. based on the hit song by C.w. mcCall,
“Convoy” starred Kris Kristofferson as martin “rubber
FEBRUARY 2018

duck” Penwald. the trucking film brought home
$45 million at the box office. Peckinpah died dec. 28,
1984 at the age of 59.
FEB. 9, 1942
daylight saving time was passed by Congress.
suggested by President Franklin d. roosevelt, daylight
saving time was imposed to conserve fuel and followed
the european model.
LAND LINE 17

Truckers SPEAKOUT
land line offers polls on its website at
LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions
on issues of interest. Here are some recent polls
and their results.

facebook.com/OOIDA
facebook.com/LandLineMag

‘What do I do if my ELD doesn’t work?’
I just want to drive when I am not tired and sleep
when I am tired. That is all.

Suzy

Are you having trouble
with your ELD functioning properly?
Yes .......................................................... 46%
No ........................................................... 19%
Do not have one ....................................... 24%
Not driving right now ................................ 11%
Company drivers, in the past two or
three years has your per-mile pay gone up?
Yes, a little................................................ 32%
Yes, a lot .....................................................9%
No ........................................................... 59%

I crossed the border into Canada and this ELD crap
just stopped working. I have been in Canada for three
days now, and it shows me sitting in Fargo, N.D. Back
to paper logs until I get back across the border. This
sucks.
Scqqter
FMCSA grants 90-day ELD waiver to ag haulers
If they continually issue waivers, then it seems to me
the law is flawed. Therefore, it should be scrapped.
Tom Dittmer

Is there anyone else in your family
who is or has been a trucker?
Yes, one or two ........................................ 55%
Yes, there is a pack of us .......................... 11%
No, I am the only one ............................... 34%

Babin delivers speech asking Trump
to delay ‘colossal’ ELD mandate
I wish they would get rid of the 14-hour rule. There is
no way one can make any money if they have to sit at
the shipper for six hours waiting to unload on their 14
hours.
Donnie Shrum

Have your kids ever ridden
in your truck with you?
Yes, for a short spin or two ....................... 41%
Yes, we’ve logged tons of miles together ... 30%
No ........................................................... 16%
Don’t have any kids ................................. 13%

I really believe drivers can be more productive and safe
if they manage their own sleeping and driving schedule.
You mandate ELDs, everyone has a fixed amount of
time, and everyone is in rush to get to their destination.
We all know what happens when you are in hurry – no
one is safe.
Mangat Singh Deol

Statehouses around the country have
focused on protests that spill onto
roadways. In the past year, have you
in your truck been delayed by protests?
Yes .............................................................9%
No ........................................................... 91%

If they’d go back to be able to split your break or
sleeper berth, so to speak, because of unloading and
loading times, they’d solve a lot of the problems.
Kevin Slater

Have you ever posted a selfie?
Sure......................................................... 12%
No ........................................................... 76%
I would if I were
standing by Chuck Norris....................... 12%
Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To
vote, click in one of the circles to indicate the
answer that best ﬁts your opinion. When you
click on “Vote,” the site will show you up-to-date
results, with your opinion included.

18 LAND LINE

Four more ELD exemption requests,
including OOIDA’s open for comments
A computer can’t tell when you’re tired or not. But,
driving trying to get all your driving time in before the
14 hours is up will and is causing crashes and deaths.
Joel Anderson
ELDs are dangerous, causing fatigue and aggressive
driving because drivers are trying to beat the clock.
This mandate will cost more lives on the highways
rather than save any. Government needs to listen to
those who love the industry and aren’t solely about the
almighty dollar.
Cynthia Morse
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REG OVERLOAD

H-O-S have
truckers
Between coercion, delays and the
wildly varying schedules, truckers
have had enough of the current
hours-of-service regulations.

M-A-D

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

N

ow that the electronic logging device mandate is
in effect, the conversation has shifted to hours of
service. Hours-of-service regulations have always
been a top complaint among truck drivers, but now that
ELDs are required, the issue is more significant than it has
ever been before.

What makes the HOS regulation conversation
complicated (other than the trippy math involved with
some regulations) is the fact that it is multifaceted. Some
will bring up the 14-hour rule, others will talk about the
30-minute rest break, and another group will compare
U.S. regulations to Canada’s HOS regulations.
A common theme within the HOS debate is “flexibility.”
The problem has less to do with driving past the allotted
time and more to do with real-world scenarios that
prevent drivers from doing their job within that time.
When planning their day, current HOS regulations do not
allow truckers to account for a variety of situations. More
flexibility, however, can.
But enough of Land Line’s commentary. Truckers
across the nation have been much more vocal about HOS
regulations since the ELD mandate. As OOIDA Senior
Member Bill Harris wrote, “The HOS need to be fixed.
It’s not flexible enough or applicable to our unpredictable
schedules.”

14-hour clock

Although HOS regs were an issue for many before the
ELD mandate, the problem has been exacerbated since. As
OOIDA Member Leonard Waldner explained, the mandate
can make congestion worse than it already is:

Another driver echoed that sentiment and offered a
possible solution:

“I don’t think we need a total overhaul, as goes
many drivers I talk to, but we need the rules to
reﬂect a real world. For instance being able to
20 LAND
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“The 14-hour rule, coupled with ELD,
is terribly unsafe when it comes to
dealing with big city congestion. This
inﬂexible 14-hour rule, if followed
by all trucks, will greatly increase
congestion by forcing a lot of
trucks into that congestion. And it
is much more tiring to crawl along in
heavy stop-and-go congestion for hours,
so it makes more tired drivers and more
hazardous conditions all around.”

“I don’t think we need a total
overhaul, as goes many drivers
I talk to, but we need the rules to
reflect a real world.” Ð Peter Sisco
freeze our 14-hour clock for two hours would be a
help on so many levels. It wouldn’t help just us either.
It would help every municipality during rush hour,
for instance. Sure we’d all use that two-hour freeze
at different times for different reasons but just think
if truck trafﬁc reduced by 10 (percent) to 15 percent
during rush hour in L.A., Atlanta, Orlando and so on.”
– Peter Sisco

30-minute rest break

Driving is only allowed if eight hours or less have passed
since a trucker’s last break of at least 30 minutes. The design
of the HOS regs with 14 hours of on-duty time and 10 hours
of off-duty time keeps truckers on a 24-hour schedule that
does not flex start and stop times. The 30-minute rest break
compounds the rigidness of flexing a schedule to meet
logistical needs.
What should be done? Among several other suggestions,
one driver proposes to eliminate the 30-minute rest break
altogether:

“As far as hours of service go, I say 12 hours driving,
18 hours max per shift all in followed by eight hours
minimum to 10 hours max rest time. Followed by 34
hours restart. Lose the 30-minute lunch. Also give the
option of four hours on/four hours sleeper for long
runs that have to be covered.” – Joe Meyers

“I am not for ELD at all, but I do think that Canadian
regulations are more driver-friendly and would be an
improvement over what we have now.”
– OOIDA Member Larry Schluter
“Jami, you are right about HOS being the problem. I
think that we should consider the Canadian system. I
like that one.”
– OOIDA Senior Member Adriaan Verburg
That last comment is in reference to Land Line Managing
Editor Jami Jones’ cover article in the November 2017
edition. For a more in-depth analysis of HOS regulations,
check it out.
OOIDA Member Tio Ukens found a possible solution
already in place within the United States.
“In my opinion we should look at Texas intrastate HOS
rules. It seems to work for them, and there would be sufﬁcient
data to back that up for a good push against the bureaucrats.
That’s more than the FMCSA can say.”
For reference, Texas intrastate drivers are allowed to drive
for 12 hours following eight consecutive hours off, with a
15-hour on-duty limit. Also, Texas intrastate regulations allow
70 total duty hours in seven days, including a general 34-hour
restart. Again, simpliﬁed.
Perhaps the solution is to think outside the box. OOIDA
Member Alan J. Corbett came up with a “miles of service”
regulation to replace HOS. It’s a novel concept that addresses
every issue raised by the current HOS regs. I’ll let him take
the wheel from here.

HOS solutions

“The ‘miles of service’ rules would read as follows: A
driver may drive for 650 (or another similarly reasonable
distance) miles within any 24 hour period so long as
he (or she) takes at least eight (make it 10 if you want)
consecutive hours in an off-duty capacity. Done! End
of regulation! And compliance? How easy. Instead of
pouring over lines 1-4 and trying to determine whether
a driver violated some silly rule by backing into a dock
during his 30 minute break, now all a DOT person has
to do is look at an odometer (or hub odometer if so
mandated), do some quick math, and boom: legal or
illegal.” – OOIDA Member Alan J. Corbett

“You can’t run the trucking industry like a factory.
There are too many obstacles, slowdowns in
trucking. In Canada they can drive 13 hours, work for
16 hours. I don’t know about you, but I don’t just fall
asleep when the clock hits 11 hours. I’m not saying I
want to run 13 hours a day but my GOD, there has to
be a fudge factor in there without getting into trouble.
We are in violation if we are just one minute over.”
– OOIDA Life Member John Messner

It’s evident that truckers are passionate when it comes to
their opinions about HOS regulations. From coast to coast
and up past the northern border, the voices of drivers have
been getting increasingly louder. In addition to preaching to
the choir, tell your local and state representatives what you
are telling us. Maybe we can convert a few to our
congregation. LL

If truckers are going to identify a problem, it will be helpful
to lawmakers to also provide a solution. Among Land Line
readers, the most common solution is adopting Canada’s HOS
regulations. The ﬂexibility is more practical for drivers.
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The Federal Update

Failures plague ELD mandate
By Jami Jones, managing editor and
Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

I

t’s doubtful anyone outside of
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration thought the electronic
logging mandate deadline would go
by without a hitch. As expected, the
problems are plentiful and causing a
lot of trouble for drivers on the road.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association phones lit up
Dec. 18. OOIDA’s Compliance
Department continues to field
thousands of calls from drivers
reporting problems and malfunctions
with their electronic logging devices.
The Association continues to
point at the self-certification
process that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration
implemented. To date, no device is
checked or validated by the agency.
Manufacturers are allowed to
register their devices with the agency
certifying that they are compliant.
The problems that continue
indicate the self-certification process
is failing.
OOIDA is nowhere close to giving
up on fighting the ELD mandate.
Because of that, the Association is
continuing to field complaints. The
complaints are being cataloged and
reported on the OOIDA Foundation’s
website under ELD research. Scroll
down to ELD issues.
The problems that members
of OOIDA report range from
mechanical issues, where the devices
won’t link up with the ECM, to
devices crashing or not even starting
up properly.
The question is what to do in the
meantime to stay in compliance if
22 LAND LINE

your device fails or you encounter
issues.
Doug Morris, OOIDA’s director
of safety and security operations,
says drivers experiencing technical
difficulties should continue to
record their hours of service the oldfashioned way.
“The rule does require drivers to
have paper logs available just for this
reason,” Morris says. “So, just make
sure you have paper logs available,
because we know there will be
problems.”
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration previously announced
that drivers running without an
ELD won’t be ordered out-ofservice or receive a violation until
April 1. However, in December the
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance
said that drivers who do not have the
devices installed by Dec. 18 may still
face fines and citations at the state
level.
There’s another complicating
factor if an ELD is out of order for
the short or long term. If a device is
down and a driver can’t access the
previous seven days’ worth of logs,
they are responsible for recreating
them on paper.
What if the technical issue persists
longer than eight days? Dale
Watkins, supervisor of OOIDA’s
Regulatory and Compliance
Department, says the motor carrier
can request a temporary extension
from FMCSA. The request must
be made in writing to the agency’s
division administrator in the state
where the carrier is domiciled.
The problems with the ELD
mandate don’t stop with the devices.
Inconsistent enforcement was a

given too. Knowing it was coming
down the pike, the Association
established an email address for
members to use to send copies of
tickets they receive. When sending
in copies of your tickets, OOIDA
asks you to include your contact
information, including email address
and telephone number. Tickets can
be emailed to ELD@OOIDA.com.
The agency has also yet to resolve
the ability of 26 states to enforce the
electronic logging mandate.
The FMCSA administers the Motor
Carrier Safety Assistance Program
grant program. Participating states
in that program receive $168 million
in grants to fund enforcement of the
federal motor carrier regulations.
Participating states are required as
part of the program to incorporate
the federal regulations or their
equivalent into state law.
States have three years to
incorporate new regulations into their
respective state codes. However,
according to OOIDA, enforcement is
prohibited until the new federal law
is an official part of the state laws on
the books.
OOIDA notified the agency that
26 states had failed to properly
codify the ELD regulation into state
law, thereby prohibiting states from
enforcing the mandate. The agency,
to date, has yet to respond to the
notice. LL
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The electronic logging mandate did not go off without a
hitch. Far from it. OOIDA is on top of the shortcomings
and pitfalls, committed to fighting back against the rule.
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FMCSA: CME website was hacked; personal info not exposed
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

The FMCSA’s National Registry
of Certified Medical Examiners
website was hacked on Dec. 1, the
agency told Land Line on Jan. 5.
“On Dec. 1, 2017, the Department
of Transportation experienced an
unanticipated system outage of
the National Registry of Certified
Medical Examiners,” the FMCSA
said in an email to Land Line. “The
department determined from its
initial investigation that while there
had been unauthorized access to the
system, there was no evidence of
exposure of the personal information
of drivers, medical examiners or
motor carrier operators. The incident
remains under investigation, and the
department is working diligently to
restore all impacted services to full
functionality as soon as practicable.”
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The website, which allows
commercial drivers to confirm
which doctors are on the national
registry to perform Department of
Transportation physicals, originally
went down on either Nov. 30 or Dec.
1 and didn’t resume its functionality
until Dec. 14. However, the site
stopped working again on the
afternoon of Dec. 15 and still wasn’t
fully operational in early January.
Up until Jan. 5, the FMCSA
remained mostly silent as to what
caused the website to go down and
when it was expected to return to
full functionality.
While the agency is still working
to “restore full services,” the
FMCSA has provided a new search
tool to help drivers, motor carriers
and state driver’s license agencies
verify that a health care provider is
certified and listed on the registry.

“To use this search tool, the
Medical Examiner’s National
Registry number will be required,”
the website stated. “Drivers needing
to verify a specific provider is
certified and listed on the national
registry prior to an examination can
obtain this number by contacting
their health care professional
directly.”
The FMCSA said CMEs can
continue to conduct DOT physicals
and issue paper Medical Examiner’s
Certificates, Form MCSA-5876, to
qualified drivers.
The agency said test centers
should hold all test results that need
to be transmitted until the system is
operational.
In addition, truck drivers who are
preparing for a DOT exam can use
the OOIDA website to read reviews
on certified medical examiners. LL
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By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

T

he Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
threw its support behind the Environmental Protection
Agency’s proposed rule to repeal emissions requirements
for glider kits. OOIDA submitted formal comments in
January.
The repeal of the Phase 2 emissions standards for glider
kits is based on a proposed interpretation of the Clean Air
Act under which glider vehicles would be found not to
constitute “new motor vehicles,” glider engines would be
found not to constitute “new motor vehicles,” and glider
kits would not be treated as “incomplete” new motor
vehicles.
The proposal contends that the EPA would lack the
authority to regulate glider vehicles, glider engines, and
glider kits.
“The agency’s decision to no longer classify glider
vehicles and glider kits as ‘new motor vehicles’ and ‘new
motor vehicle engines,’ provides truckers with affordable
and reliable vehicle choices when they are purchasing either
new or used trucks,” the Association wrote in comments
signed by OOIDA Executive Vice President Todd Spencer.
“OOIDA endorses the agency’s regulatory interpretation of
the Clean Air Act.
“OOIDA supports the EPA’s willingness to consider all
options, including ‘inherent authority to reconsider, revise
or repeal past decisions to the extent permitted by law,
so long as the agency provides a reasoned explanation’
to examine whether the authority exists to define glider
kits as new vehicles. Further, we appreciate the agency’s
approach to better understand the rule’s impact on truckers,
the consumers of glider kits, and gather information from
relevant industry stakeholders throughout the public
comment period.”
The inclusion of glider kits created opposition as many
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owner-operators have turned to the customizable, less
expensive option when purchasing a “new” truck. In a 2016
survey conducted by the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association, 14 percent of owner-operators said
they would buy a glider kit as their next truck. That was 2
percent more than those who were planning to buy new.
“Since 2002, federal emission reduction standards have
increased the cost of a new truck between $50,000 and
$70,000 as additional environmental components and
systems have become required,” OOIDA wrote. “Given
their unique assembly, glider kit prices are typically 25
(percent) to 30 percent less than a new truck, allowing
independent owner-operators to save tens of thousands of
dollars on their purchase, enabling them to devote limited
resources to other business priorities.
“Further, many glider kits operators are familiar with
their engines and can perform routine maintenance
independently, which is not feasible for newer trucks that
incorporate more complex technology and components.
Servicing new trucks at a dealership typically requires
hundreds of dollars per hour to inspect the engine,
including routine work.”
Those opposing the repeal cited environmental concerns.
However, OOIDA pointed to a study by Tennessee Tech
University as evidence that glider kits are environmentally
friendly.
The study included eight trucks with remanufactured
engines and five with original equipment manufacturer
“certified” engines. Each of the low-mileage vehicles was
evaluated for fuel efficiency, carbon monoxide, particulate
matter emissions and nitrogen oxide.
“The TTU study concluded that while both new and
remanufactured vehicles experienced decline fuel efficiency
with increased mileage, glider kit engines would emit less
than 12 percent of the total nitrogen oxide and particulate
matter emissions for all Class 8 heavy-duty vehicles,”
OOIDA wrote. “The environmental benefit is compounded
when you consider that glider kits utilize remanufactured
components, resulting in the reuse of approximately 4,000
pounds of cast steel, with engine assembly accounting for
3,000 pounds of recycled cast steel.”
For these reasons, OOIDA said it supports the EPA’s
proposed rule.
“While glider kits provide appealing cost savings for
drivers, they also meet all of the required environmental
and safety standards necessary for operation as shown by
recent studies,” OOIDA wrote. “We encourage EPA to
move forward with the repeal of emissions requirements for
glider vehicles, glider engines, and glider kits.” LL
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OOIDA supports repeal of emission
requirements for glider kits
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Clock is ticking on UCR fee payment
By Jami Jones, managing editor

The fees for the Unified Carrier
Registration System are finalized,
and collection has begun, finally.
Members of the UCR board were
notified in late December that the
agency had submitted a direct final
rule to the Office of the Federal
Register to be published as soon as
possible. The notice published on
the Federal Register website Jan. 5,
making the fees official.
Typically, the fees would have
been set and collected by the end of
the year. That was not the case in
2017.
Since 2016, motor carriers
paying into the UCR program have
overpaid the revenue due to the 41
participating states. The UCR board
recommended reducing the fees for
2018 back in March 2017. However,
the agency did not finalize and
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publish the recommended reduction
until year’s end – after a lawsuit
was filed and the state of Texas
made claims of being owed money
it was receiving annually from the
program.
The final rule says the lawsuit did
not cite any statute – because there
isn’t one, according to FMCSA
– that restricts the agency from
moving forward with finalizing
the fees. The agency also states,
basically, in the final rule that Texas’
claims would be sorted out later. In
short, the fees had to be set and the
rule does so.
Small operations will see minimal
decreases in 2018 and 2019. For
example, in 2017, operations with up
to two trucks paid $76. There will be
a $7 decrease from 2017 for 2018,
and 2019 fees will be but slightly
higher than 2018 but still less than
in 2017.

Fees for 2018:
Number Of Trucks fee
0-2 .....................................$69
3-5 .....................................$206
6-20 ...................................$410
21-100 ...............................$1,431
101-1,000 ..........................$6,820
1,001 and above ...............$66,597

Fees for 2019:
Number Of Trucks fee
0-2 .....................................$73
3-5 .....................................$217
6-20 ...................................$431
21-100 ...............................$1,503
101-1,000 ..........................$7,165
1,001 and above ...............$69,971

The fees are now in effect and
motor carriers have 90 days to pay.
Starting April 5, enforcement will
begin and tickets can be issued on
the roadside starting then. LL
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OxyContin, Percocet,
Vicodin among painkillers
to be flagged by DOT
Drugs are allowed with prescription, but
levels must be in prescribed range

B

eginning this year, truck drivers will need to be
prepared to ask some questions when a doctor gives
them a prescription for a painkiller.
A final rule that adds four semi-synthetic opioids to the
existing Department of Transportation drug-testing panel
went into effect on Jan. 1.
The new opioids are hydrocodone, oxycodone,
hydromorphone and oxymorphone. Some of the
commonly prescribed painkillers with these opioids
include OxyContin, Percodan, Percocet, Vicodin, Lortab,
Norco, Dilaudid and Exalgo.
A final rule was published in the Federal Register on
Nov. 13.
“The revision of the drug-testing panel harmonizes
DOT regulations with the revised HHS Mandatory
Guidelines established by the U.S Department of Health
and Human Services for federal drug-testing programs for
urine testing,” an overview of the final rule stated.
The new testing procedures do not prohibit the use
of prescribed opioids. However, proof of a legitimate
prescription will be required and opioid levels must be
within the prescribed range if a driver is ordered to take a
drug test while on the medication.
“If you test positive for any of the semi-synthetic
opioid drugs, then as with any other drug test result
that is confirmed by the laboratory, the Medical Review
Officer (MRO) will conduct an interview with you to
determine if there is a legitimate medical explanation for
the result,” the U.S. Department of Transportation said.
“If you have a prescription, you should provide it to the
MRO, who will determine if the prescription is valid. If
a legitimate medical explanation is established, the MRO
will report the result to your employer as a ‘negative.’ If
not, the MRO will report the result to your employer as
‘positive.’”
Rachel Aycock, a team leader with OOIDA’s drug and
alcohol testing consortium, CMCI, said she recommends
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that commercial drivers make their doctor aware what
they do for a living and to see if there are any other
realistic options regarding painkillers.
“They are schedule II drugs, so they are not illegal,” she
said. “They are painkillers. If your doctor has prescribed
you these medications, make sure he knows your
occupation. Make sure he knows you drive a truck and
fall under the FMCSA requirements. Sometimes there are
other drugs that they can give you that can do the same
thing but not give you the side effects.”

“If you are on this prescription, are
you taking this medication at the
recommended dosage? If you’re taking
it more than recommended, it’s up to
the Medical Review Officer to decide
if you are abusing it and have tested
positive or if you have a viable medical
reason and test negative.”
– Rachel Aycock, a team leader with
OOIDA’s drug and alcohol testing consortium
If the doctor still prescribes one of the four semisynthetic opioids, Rachel said that truck drivers need
to follow the prescription exactly the way the doctor
ordered.
“We are in the middle of an opioid crisis in America,”
Rachel said. “They are wanting to see if somebody is
abusing their prescription. That’s going to be one thing
a doctor is going to look for when they verify your test
results. If you are on this prescription, are you taking this
medication at the recommended dosage? If you’re taking
it more than recommended, it’s up to the Medical Review
FEBRUARY 2018
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By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Officer to decide if you are abusing it and have tested
positive or if you have a viable medical reason and test
negative.”
Communication with your doctor will be crucial.
“There are a lot of questions,” Rachel said. “How long is
the prescription valid for? Your doctor may have given you
six months worth of pills. After a month, you don’t need
them anymore, but you don’t want to throw them away.
After three or four months, you bang your tailbone on the
corner of a desk and you take another pill. Is that still a
valid prescription? That will be up to the discretion of the
MRO. That’s why it’s really important to do exactly as
your doctor recommends.”
The DOT said some employers may have a policy
that requires commercial drivers to report prescribed
medications to them. Typically, however, drivers are not
required to hand over that information.
If a driver is called for a drug test while on prescription
medication, it is recommended that you don’t disclose that
information to the drug screeners.
“It’s better not to disclose anything while going in for
the test,” Rachel said. “It can compromise the integrity of
the test if you divulge that information. That information
is more specific to the MRO and not the collectors at the
facility.”
After taking the test, OOIDA said a driver taking one of
the prescribed opioids should have the prescription ready,
keep the phone nearby, and be able to provide a name and
number of the prescribing physician.
“That MRO is going to call you one time,” Rachel said.
“If they don’t make contact with you, they are not required
to keep trying and trying. If you know you are on one of
those medications and took a drug test, be sure to keep a
phone by you.”
If a driver receives a ‘positive’ drug test result, he or she
will be removed from performing safety-sensitive functions
and have to complete the return-to-duty process.
“In order to return to performing safety-sensitive
functions for any DOT-regulated employer, you must
complete the return-to-duty process that will include an
evaluation by a substance abuse professional (SAP),” who
will require education and/or treatment,” the DOT said.
“The SAP will determine if you successfully completed the
prescribed education and/or treatment.”
Before being able to return to work as a commercial
driver, the employer must get a negative result on a
directly observed drug test. After returning, the driver
will be subject to directly observed follow-up testing for
anywhere from one to five years, depending on the SAP’s
recommendations.
OOIDA encourages drivers with questions to call CMCI
at 800-288-3784. LL
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House committee discusses
autonomous tech in trucking
Lawmakers sort through
possible issues for
commercial vehicles
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

A

• Greer Woodruff, senior vice
president of safety, security and
driver personnel for J.B. Hunt, on
behalf of the American Trucking
Associations;
• Susan Alt, senior vice president of
public affairs for Volvo Group North
America;
• Jane Terry, senior director of
government affairs for National
Safety Council; and
• Larry Willis, president of the
Transportation Trades Department
of the AFL-CIO.

Job displacement
Several committee members were
concerned about the potential of
job displacement as a result of
new autonomous technologies in
commercial vehicles. Of the four
participants, Willis expressed the
most concern in this topic.
“We have serious concerns about
the impact it’s going to have on
employment on the bus and truck
sector,” Willis said. “We don’t think
28 LAND LINE

our economy is prepared to absorb
the type of job dislocation and
downward pressure on wages that we
think we can see.”
Willis said that 3 million to 4
million driving jobs could be in
jeopardy.
Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton,
D-D.C., brought up the issue
of a driver shortage. Woodruff
acknowledged the shortage and said
it will likely get worse with an aging
workforce and higher demand from
an improving economy. He said
automation can make trucking more
attractive to younger people while
allowing older drivers to extend
their career with a less physically
demanding workload. Woodruff
said autonomous vehicle technology
could have trucks drive themselves
along the interstate and have staging
areas for human drivers to complete
trips off the highway.
Willis took exception to
Woodruff’s logic.
“It’s a difficult argument for the
industry to make to say that this type
of technology is not going to replace

jobs where the driver is dispensable
yet it is somehow a solution to the
driver shortage they keep talking
about,” Willis said. “It’s sort of
difficult to have that both ways.”

Need fair
compensation
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association does not believe
there is a driver shortage. Rather,
OOIDA believes there is a problem
with fair compensation for drivers,
resulting in a high turnover rate.
Willis said that better pay is needed
to attract the younger generation,
not bells and whistles with new
technology.
One aspect of jobs that most
agreed on is that many drivers
are underpaid. Woodruff said that
compensation needs to be considered
moving forward. Willis took that
one step further and suggested that
lawmakers have a responsibility
to workers during the transition to
autonomous vehicles.
There was some debate about the
legitimacy of job displacement. Rep.
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s both the House and Senate
float around autonomous
vehicle bills sans trucks, the issue of
what to do with heavy commercial
vehicles and autonomous vehicle
technology is still on the table.
Those issues were addressed Dec. 27
during a House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee roundtable.
Committee members discussed
emerging technologies in the
trucking industry with four
stakeholders:
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Lloyd Smucker, R-Pa., found the
argument to be valid.
“I don’t think we’re being realistic
if we’re saying it’s not going to
impact jobs,” Smucker said.
When Smucker asked for specific
studies regarding job displacement
and technology, Willis mentioned that
scholars and academics have noted
that when technology takes over jobs,
it takes workers decades to recover
and “they never really do.”

Regulations
Rep. Brian Babin led off his questions
by bringing up the ELD mandate.
Babin said that the ELD mandate
will likely result in fewer drivers,
not more. He used this example
to highlight the consequences
in mandating technologies on
commercial vehicles.
“If we keep creating mandates for
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“If we keep creating
mandates for (truckers), I
think it’s going to make it very
difficult for small business
people, independent
truckers, to go into business
for themselves,” Babin said.
(truckers), I think it’s going to make
it very difficult for small business
people, independent truckers, to go
into business for themselves,” Babin
said.
Babin asked the panel whether
or not future mandates will require
the “highest level of necessity,” like
seat belts and airbags, rather than
optional technologies to make lives
better or easier. Babin said those that
like ELDs should keep it, but don’t
mandate it.

As expected, Woodruff disagreed
with Babin’s ELD comments.
“I knew you would, Mr. Woodruff,”
Babin replied.
Woodruff suggested that new
technologies can be integrated
through voluntary adoption. After
data is compiled from voluntary
adoption, a potential mandate should
be considered.
On a similar analogy, Rep.
Doug LaMalfa, R-Calif., grilled
Woodruff on ATA’s stance on a
speed limiter mandate. LaMalfa
pointed out that there is a stark
difference in opinion between ATA
and independent owner-operators.
Furthermore, LaMalfa said that
research reveals that speed limiters
can lead to an increase in crashes.
The point he was trying to get across
is that a one-size-fits-all mandate
does not necessarily work. LL
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President Trump signs
trafficking bills into law
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

© aam460 - Fotolia.com

Two bills aimed at preventing human
trafficking in the trucking industry
were passed by Congress in late
December. President Donald Trump
signed both bills into law in January.

The Combating Human Trafficking
in Commercial Vehicles Act passed
the House on a vote of 418-1. Bill
S1536 was sponsored by Sen.
Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., and
designates a human trafficking
prevention coordinator. Specifically,
the bill “directs the Department of
Transportation to designate an official
to coordinate human trafficking
prevention efforts across DOT modal
administrations and with other federal
agencies, and take into account the
unique challenges of combating
human trafficking within different
transportation modes.”
Truckers Against Trafficking
supports Klobuchar’s legislation.
The No Human Trafficking on Our
Roads Act, S1532, passed the House
unanimously. The bill, which was
originally sponsored by Sen. John
Thune, R-S.D., would “disqualify
from operating a commercial motor
vehicle for life an individual who uses
such a vehicle in committing a felony
involving a severe form of human
trafficking.”
Truckers Against Trafficking has not
endorsed Thune’s bill. LL
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Installation of truck parking info system underway in Kansas and Iowa
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

As part of a Transportation
Investment Generating Economic
Recovery grant awarded to eight
Midwest states more than two
years ago, the state of Kansas has
started installing its Truck Parking
Information Management System, or
TPIMS. The system is slated to be
available in the second half of 2018.
In 2015, Kansas, Kentucky,
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Ohio and Wisconsin were awarded a
share of a $25 million Transportation
Investment Generating Economic
Recovery grant for a regional TPIMS
project. Each state received from $2
million to more than $3 million. All
eight states also will contribute a 10
percent match of the deployment
costs.
TPIMS will send truckers parking

availability information through
traveler information websites,
dynamic truck parking signs along
interstates, and smartphone apps.
KDOT began installing its TPIMS
on Dec. 11, according to a Kansas
Department of Transportation news
release. Signs will display truck
parking availability at 18 rest areas
along Interstate 70. Each sign will
reveal parking availability for two
or three rest areas up ahead. Drivers
will have an idea about how full
parking is from 5, 30 and 60 miles
ahead.
KDOT will use a computer vision
system for detecting empty spots.
The cameras create a 3D image of
the parking areas to determine how
many parking spots are available.
TPIMS in Kansas is expected to be
fully deployed in fall 2018.
In related news, the Iowa DOT

announced in November that a
vendor had been chosen for its
TPIMS. The system is expected to
be implemented and in a testing
phase by fall 2018. Iowa will focus
most of its attention on Interstate 80,
according to a news release.
IDOT pointed to research that
suggests for every 15 minutes
truckers search for parking, it
comes at a cost of $4.4 billion to the
economy.
“A recent survey revealed that 83
percent of commercial drivers spend
more than 30 minutes searching for
parking,” said Phil Mescher, IDOT
transportation planner. “We know
that here in Iowa our rest areas are
overfilled most nights and trucks end
up parked on the ramp shoulder. It’s
unfortunate and dangerous, but truck
drivers have limited information to
find available parking.” LL

Compliance made easy.
As an owner-operator you and your drivers must be compliant with
DOT drug and alcohol testing laws. You need to make sure you’re
properly enrolled in a consortium, your testing records are in order
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Not deterred by strong opposition by industry
stakeholders, the Rhode Island Department of
Transportation has scored another victory in its efforts
to implement truck-only tolls. The Federal Highway
Administration has signed off on a “finding of no
significant impact” for the environmental assessment in
late December.
The environmental assessment only applies to the first
two gantries for all-electronic truck-only tolling, which
will be on Interstate 95 in southern Rhode Island. On
Nov. 1, RIDOT released the environmental assessment
and made it available for comment on Nov. 6, with a
public hearing later in the month.
The slower-than-expected rollout of the environmental
assessment delayed the expected launch date of the first
two toll locations to February. RIDOT originally hoped to
install the gantries by the end of 2017.
Peter Alviti, RIDOT director, addressed the issue on a
weekly radio segment he does on WPRO-AM last year.
“It’s just taking longer for us to do it,” Alviti said on
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the program. “The governor has instructed us to take as
long as we need in order to make sure that all the systems
and all of the permitting and all of the legal obligations
are met to the T.”
In order for the tolls to move forward, RIDOT required
full approval of the environmental assessment.
FHWA concluded that “agency and public concerns
have been properly considered in the deployment of this
project, and all comments have been resolved.”
According to the environmental assessment, the
proposed tolls were found to have no direct impact to
nearly every category listed.
Section 6.12.16 of the assessment addressed “Economic
Impact on Trucks Assess with Tolls.” To measure the
impact, RIDOT estimates a conservative price range of
$3.50 to $4.50 per toll location and assumed a limit of
once per facility per day, a $20 limit for border-to-border
trips on I-95 from Connecticut and Massachusetts and a
maximum of $40 per day.
Under these assumptions, RIDOT found “no substantial
impact to drivers of a tractor or truck tractor.” LL
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Truck tolls in Rhode Island cross another hurdle;
collection expected in February
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Included in this
issue’s State Watch
you will find the
Grassroots Guide
on Page 42. The
directory is your reference guide for
tracking issues important to you.
Here, Land Line rounds up some
recent actions at statehouses.
For a complete rundown of state
legislation, visit LandLineMag.com
and click on “Legislative Watch”
under the “Important Info” tab.

ALABAMA
Rep. Tommy Hanes, R-Scottsboro,
has filed a bill that would impose
left-lane restrictions on certain
highways for professional drivers.
Currently, vehicles traveling below
the posted speed limit on Alabama
highways are required to stay to the
right. HB4 would prohibit vehicles
with three or more axles from
driving in the left lane on the state’s
interstates and U.S. highways with
at least two lanes of traffic. The ban
also would apply along roadways
with at least three lanes of traffic in
the same direction.
ARIZONA
Two Senate bills cover lane splitting
for motorcycles. SB1007 would
allow motorcycles to overtake and
pass another vehicle in the same lane
and to operate a motorcycle between
two adjacent rows of vehicles.

New York
A Senate bill would prohibit trucks
exceeding 8,500 pounds from
idling longer than three minutes.
No exceptions are provided for
temperature or for situations that
include when it is necessary to
defrost, heat or cool equipment.
S7085 would not preempt any local
law or ordinance.
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SB1015 would permit lane splitting
when traffic is moving at up to 25
mph. Motorcycles could pass at a rate
of speed up to 10 mph in excess of
traffic.

FLORIDA
One bill covers the observance of
daylight saving time. SB858 would
keep the state on standard time yearround.
ILLINOIS
A new law now in effect brings
Illinois law in line with federal rules
on truck inspections. State law has
required large trucks to be inspected
every six months, rather than every
12 months as mandated by federal
law. Previously HB3172, the new
law requires trucks to be inspected
annually.
Also in effect is a new law that
allows townships to abolish road
districts through voter referendum.
Townships in Cook County already
have the ability to make this decision.
Formerly HB607, the law allows
voters statewide to decide whether
the responsibilities of maintaining
roadways should be transferred to the
township.
MICHIGAN
Two new laws are of note. One
law, previously SB120, amends
the vehicle code to increase the
maximum length of a stinger-steered
truck-trailer combination allowed to
operate on highways. As a result, the
maximum length is increased to 80
feet and the load is allowed to extend
an additional four feet beyond the
front and six feet beyond the rear.
The second law, which was SB415,
requires fuel stations to put in place
protections intended to prevent
payment card “skimming” at fuel
pumps. Effective Feb. 19, the new
law establishes specific security

measures that fuel stations must
employ to restrict unauthorized
access of customer payment card
information.

MISSOURI
A new bill is intended to deter
blocking vehicles on roadways.
HB1259 would make impeding traffic
without a permit a felony – up from a
misdemeanor.
Another effort covers how to
properly interact with police during
a traffic stop. HB1244 and SB662
would require driver’s education
programs to incorporate information
about how to handle traffic stops into
the curriculum. Driving examiners
also would be responsible for
providing information during the
skills portion of the exam.
OHIO
One bill would require all revenue
from red-light and speed cameras to
be deducted from municipalities’ state
aid payments. HB410 would require
all civil traffic violations, such as
ticket camera offenses, to be filed in
municipal courts instead of mayor’s
courts or an administrative hearing
officer. Municipalities would be
responsible for paying the court costs.
OREGON
A new law now in effect revises the
state’s “move over” law to include all
distressed vehicles. Previously SB34,
the new law clarifies that drivers
have a choice to move over or slow
down by at least 5 miles per hour
below the posted speed limit for any
vehicle stopped on highway shoulders
displaying warning lights, hazard
lights, flares or an emergency sign.
Another new law allows vehicle
owners to black out or obscure the
residence address, business address,
mailing address or vehicle address
shown on the registration card and
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on proof of compliance carried in the
vehicle.

PENNSYLVANIA
One bill halfway through the
statehouse would authorize speed
radar use by local police. SB251
includes a requirement for revenue
from speeding tickets that exceeds 20
percent of the total municipal budget,
or 20 percent of the regional police
department budget, to be sent to the
state’s General Fund.
A separate bill nearing passage
would permit speed cameras in
active work zones on interstates and
federal aid highways. SB172 would
set up a five-year pilot program
for the Pennsylvania DOT and the
Turnpike Commission to post speed
cameras. The bill would authorize the
use of red-light cameras along U.S.
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Highway 1, or Roosevelt Boulevard
for five years.
Another bill, HB658, would
prohibit police from using a data
extraction device to get information
from an electronic device in the
possession of a driver or passenger
when pulled over.

VIRGINIA
A Senate bill, SB73, would prohibit
any truck with an overweight permit
for hauling Virginia-grown farm
produce – regardless of the vehicle’s
axle weights or axle spacing – access
to any bridge or culvert in the state
if the gross weight is greater than
the amount posted for the bridge or
culvert.
HB103 calls for the Virginia DOT
to immediately begin adding one
lane each direction along Interstate

95 between Exit 126 in Spotsylvania
County and I-495.

Wisconsin
Gov. Scott Walker has signed
into law SB198, which raises
the allowable weight limit for
trucks. Already in effect, the new
law increases the state’s weight
exemption for idling-reduction
equipment from 400 pounds to 550
pounds.
The Assembly voted unanimously
to advance a bill to mandate that
prospective truck drivers receive
training on human trafficking
prevention. AB540 would
incorporate a course into driver
training for individuals applying for
a Wisconsin CDL. The course would
teach students how to identify and
report trafficking. LL
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Talks about how to pay for needed
bridge and road work is certain to
once again dominate discussion at
statehouses across the country. Below
is a sampling of efforts in some
notable states.

ARkANSAS
The Arkansas Department of
Transportation is trying to come
up with a plan to address highway
funding needs. The top option is to
transfer the sales tax on new and
used vehicles to transportation. The
money now goes into the state’s
general revenue account. Gov. Asa
Hutchinson recently said he would
oppose any effort to divert the money.
Another option is to pursue a ballot
initiative for 2018 that would ask
voters to raise $400 million for road
work. Officials may also wait for the
next regular session to convene in
2019.
CALIfoRNIA
Only weeks into a new fuel tax hike,

state transportation officials began
studying how to charge drivers based
on miles traveled since their last trip
to the fuel pump.
Caltrans’ action follows the Nov. 1
enactment of a 12-cent increase in the
state’s gas tax and a 20-cent increase
in the diesel rate. The tax increases
are the biggest component of a
10-year, $52 billion transportation
funding deal.
Nevertheless, state officials are
concerned about motorists choosing
to use fuel-efficient vehicles that
will result in the state losing out on
revenue in the long run.
In an effort touted as proactive,
officials are preparing to send a
request to technology companies for
how to track vehicle miles driven.

Over 90 vendor discount programs available to
OOIDA Members plus great rates on truck insurance,
medical benefits, fuel card and more.
BECOME A MEMBER. Call 800-444-5791 or join online at www.ooida.com!
Representation • Truck Insurance • Medical Benefits • Business Services • Information
Fuel Card • Product Discounts • Drug & Alcohol Testing ...and much more!
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Transportation revenue
on agenda from coast to coast

Not to be outdone, one
state lawmaker wants to ban
vehicles powered by fossil fuels.
Assemblyman Phil Ting, D-San
Francisco, is working on a bill to
allow the state DMV to register only
vehicles that emit no carbon dioxide.
The mandate would take effect in
2040.
Mary Nichols, chairwoman of the
California Air Resources Board,
recently told Bloomberg News that
Gov. Jerry Brown has already spoken
with her about how to make the
conversion.

CoLoRADo
At the dawn of the New Year, an old
problem continues at the Colorado
statehouse. Efforts are ongoing to
cover an estimated $1 billion annual
shortfall for road construction and
maintenance.
The state Department of
Transportation attributes the budget
gap to a decline in fuel taxes.
Colorado now charges a 22-cent
excise tax on gas and a 20.5-cent tax
on diesel.
Gov. John Hickenlooper, a
Democrat, has recommended a tax
increase. Voters would get the final say
as early as November.
Republicans in the Colorado House
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OOIDA believes
increasing the fuel tax
is the most equitable
way to generate
additional revenue.
and Senate say they do not want to
wait nearly one year to see if more
money will be made available for
transportation. Instead, a group of
seven legislators wants the governor to
tap existing money.
“Obviously, the public has no
appetite for raising taxes to pay for a
long-term road fix, so we must find a
way to use existing funds if we want
to get started on a solution,” Senate
President Kevin Grantham, R-Canon
City, said in a released statement.
Long term, Colorado elected
officials are keeping an eye on a
possible vehicle-miles-traveled option.
A four-month study concluded last
spring to evaluate the feasibility of
calculating state transportation funding
based on miles driven.
CDOT has received a half-milliondollar federal grant to operate a second
pilot program within the next year.

INDIANA
Months after Republican Gov. Eric

Holcomb signed into law a road
funding plan that raised the state’s
fuel tax rates by 10 cents, raised
the surcharge tax on diesel another
11 cents, and opened the door to
additional toll roads in the state, one
state lawmaker wants to make sure
Interstate 465 does not become a payto-play roadway.
The Indiana Department of
Transportation is studying tolling and
can submit a waiver to the Federal
Highway Administration to allow
tolling on existing interstates.
Sen. Mike Delph, R-Carmel,
has filed legislation to prohibit toll
collection on I-465. Delph offered the
bill for consideration after the INDOT
failed to rule out the possibility of
collecting tolls on the roadway.

MARYLAND
Gov. Larry Hogan has announced a
$9 billion traffic relief plan to add
lanes to three key transportation
routes. Privatization deals would be
tapped to get the work done.
Specifically, plans call for
adding four new lanes to Interstate
270, the Maryland portion of the
Capital Beltway, and the BaltimoreWashington Parkway.
“These three massive, unprecedented
Continued on Page 89
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Canada launches its own push for ELD mandate
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

Now that the electronic logging
device mandate is in effect in the
United States, the government of
Canada is moving forward with its
own law requiring the devices in
commercial motor vehicles.
Transport Canada formally
published a draft version of its ELD
mandate on Dec. 16. According
to the document, nearly half of
all Canadian commercial motor
vehicles are engaged in cross-border
operations with the U.S. and are
required to use ELDs to comply with
U.S. law. The proposal is expected to
be finalized within two years.
In Canada, the federal government
is responsible for limited operational
matters for commercial bus and

truck motor vehicles under the
Motor Vehicle Transportation Act.
Hours-of-service regulations are both
federal and provincial. Provinces
and territories are responsible for the
enforcement of safety on Canadian
roads, including the enforcement of
federal HOS regulations.
Transport Canada’s proposal
estimates a cost of over $125 million
for motor carriers to comply with the
mandate and an estimated savings of
$255.4 million by “reducing crashes,

reduced out-of-service
detention time of drivers
for HOS violations”
and time savings
for the industry and
the government by
transitioning away from
paper logs.
Unlike its counterpart regulation
stateside, the proposed Canadian
mandate would not adopt certain
technical provisions that have no
corresponding requirements, such as
the U.S. requirement that the devices
record the vehicle identification
number or shipping document
number. Canadian ELDs would be
required to record deferral of time

By Land Line staff

Truckers in Ontario will get an additional
three years to continue using their
hand-held CB radios.
The implementation of a
regulation that would have
banned the use of hand-held CB
radios in commercial vehicles has
been delayed until Jan. 1, 2021,
according to the Ontario Ministry of
Transportation. The new rule was originally
scheduled to go into effect on Jan. 1.
Last summer, the Ministry solicited
comments from drivers and industry
stakeholders about whether or not to
exempt CB devices from its distracted
driving regulation.
In addition to truckers, the exemption will
allow CB use by roadside assistance and service vehicles,
taxis, street cars, delivery and courier vehicles, and drivers
of construction vehicles. It applies to radios mounted on
dashboards or worn on clothing.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
filed comments last summer in support of extending an
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exemption for truckers in the province to continue using CBs.
The Association’s message to regulators was that CB radios
improve highway safety, not jeopardize it.
“Two-way radios provide numerous benefits to truckers
without compromising their safety or the safety of the traveling
public,” OOIDA Executive Vice President Todd Spencer wrote
in the comments to the Ministry. “While new technologies
might reduce the need for a two-way radio, they are by no
means obsolete. Fundamentally, for many truckers they are a
critical safety tool that has numerous real-world applications.”
According to collision data provided by the Ministry,
approximately 17 percent of large truck drivers involved in fatal
and injury collisions were coded as “inattentive” between 2010
and 2014. The Ministry says that inattentive driving can include
a variety of activities that may divert a driver’s attention from
the road, such as eating, grooming, changing radio stations,
and talking on a phone or a two-way radio. Roughly the same
percentage of light-duty vehicles in fatal or injury crashes were
coded as inattentive during the same time period.
The Ontario Trucking Association also applauded the
Ministry’s decision to extend the exemption. A news release
issued Dec. 19 notes that several fleets and suppliers
have hands-free technology for CBs and two-way radios
available, but the industry needs “additional time for full
implementation.” LL
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Ontario allows hand-held CB radios
to be used for three more years

status and the driver’s declared cycle,
which are things the U.S. regulations
don’t address.
The Canadian rule also would
not mirror the U.S. requirement for
vendors of ELDs to self-certify and
register their devices “because the
self-certification process provides
very little in the way of additional
assurance to the motor carrier that
the ELD is compliant with the
technical specification in the proposed
regulations” the proposal states.
The plan would allow for a twoyear grandfathering in of firstgeneration electronic recording
devices, or ERDs.
Last year, the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association filed
comments on behalf of its Canadian
members against a proposed ELD
mandate, citing many of the same

FEBRUARY 2018

concerns it has with the U.S. version.
The OOIDA Foundation produced
an analysis of the regulatory impact
for Canada’s proposal in 2016. These
are some of the findings from the
Foundation:

crash rate by 0.003 percent,
equating to 21 crashes (not
fatalities or injuries, just crashes)
during the 10-year span, or about
two crashes per year.

n In instances where data was
unavailable or unreliable,
U.S. numbers, estimates and
analytical methodologies from
FMCSA were used, which of
course causes great concern for
the Foundation considering the
severe bias and limitations of the
Agency’s analysis.
n Transport Canada admitted that
99.1 percent of all benefits are
attributed to industry savings,
or in other words time not spent
filling out a paper logs (4.5 to 6
minutes).
n Transport Canada determined
that ELDs would reduce the CMV

“Transport Canada admitted that ‘data
demonstrates that most CMV fatiguerelated collisions involved drivers that
were operating within allowable HOS
limits. As such, ELDs are assumed
to be less effective in reducing these
crashes,’” said Andrew King, OOIDA
research assistant. “However, they
justify the rulemaking based on time
savings due to the elimination of
paper-based logs. Somehow saving
4.5 to 6 minutes per day generates
millions and millions of dollars.
Drivers should all take exception to
this, as they are not paid for filling
out paper logs.” LL
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They have had enough
of mega fleets and
anti-trucking groups
dictating change.
Now is the time to
channel the anger
into action.
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OOIDA’s Grassroots Guide showcases how one person,
with a plan and persistence, can turn the tide and
shows you how you can too. It’s OK to be fighting mad.

Now is the time to do something about it.
By Greg Grisolano,
digital content editor

B

uilding the kind of working relationships with lawmakers
necessary to advance change can be a daunting
challenge. It takes more than a single email or phone call
to leave a lasting impression. Being on familiar footing with
a member of Congress or your statehouse can be a differencemaker when those politicians are considering legislation that
could affect your career and livelihood.
When it comes to grassroots efforts undertaken by truckers,
2017 was a year of drivers finding or rediscovering their
voices.
Although the battle to overturn arguably the biggest “bad reg”
affecting truckers – the mandate for electronic logging devices
– didn’t end up as a win in the scorecards yet, the sheer number
of drivers who were empowered to take action via protests,
social media and face-to-face meetings with their lawmakers is
more than just a moral victory.

Putting ELDs on a
congressmanÕs radar
Grassroots advocacy played no small part in
bringing truckers’ concerns about a mandate for
electronic logging devices to federal lawmakers
who attempted to delay the December 2017
enforcement date.
Republican Congressman Brian Babin, whose
district includes the Port of Houston, has been
championing various proposals to delay the
mandate. He says one of his constituents –
OOIDA Senior Member Danny Schnautz, of
Pasadena, Texas – “put the ELD issue on my
radar.”
Continued on Page 45

U.S. Rep. Brian Babin, R-Texas, uses a bullhorn to communicate with truckers who staged a protest at the U.S. Department of Transportation’s office in
Washington, D.C, on Oct. 5. Babin sponsored a bill, HR 3282, that would have delayed the ELD mandate by two years. (Photo courtesy Congressman BabinÕs staff)
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Whatever you do,
don’t stop now
By Collin Long, senior director of
legislative affairs

Let’s be honest. The fact the electronic
logging mandate is still in place is
discouraging for most of you. I know
it is for us. It would be easy at this
point to throw your hands up in the air
and just give up.
That’s the last
thing you should
do. Let me back
up and recap some
recent events.
As the mandate
got closer, more
Collin Long
and more truckers
started to find and use their voices
for the first time. They called their
representatives and senators. They
figured out Twitter and used it
relentlessly and quite effectively. They
staged protests.
We have always encouraged these
things. We’ve pleaded for them at
times. While we can beat the streets
here in D.C. and explain to lawmakers
and staff how regulations will affect
truckers, it’s a stronger message when
they hear it from you too.
The electronic logging mandate
almost guarantees that some existing
problems in trucking are just going
to get worse. Hours of service is
already becoming a hot topic and
an area prime for updating. Unified
Carrier Registration is a disaster and
needs to go away. We are hearing
groups making pushes for increasing
insurance minimums and bringing
speed-limiter proposals back from
the not-yet-dead column of the mega
carrier wish lists.
And let’s not forget this is
supposedly the year for transportation
funding reform. While sorely needed,
we do not want truckers shouldering
more than their fair share of the cost.
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Our most effective weapon in
combatting these things? You. Your
phone calls. Your tweets. Your emails.
Your meetings with lawmakers.
One thing we didn’t have going for
us last year was a looming midterm
election. This year we do. Lawmakers
tend to worry more about job security
the closer it gets to election time.
They start working harder for your
vote.

Our most effective
weapon in combatting
these things? You.
Your phone calls. Your
tweets. Your emails.
Your meetings with
lawmakers.
This is why you cannot stop. Or,
if you haven’t been involved yet, it’s
time to start. Call, write, tweet and
meet. Join the Call to Action team at
FightingForTruckers.com. We keep
you posted when it’s imperative to act.
We make it simple through the
Fighting for Truckers website to
interact with your lawmakers. You
don’t have to send long emails
or spend a long time on a phone.
Short and frequent communication
on one issue at a time is far more
effective than airing a laundry list of
grievances.
Giving up is the worst thing we
can do right now. Now is the time to
double down and fight back against
a regulatory agenda being driven by
the money-hungry mega fleets and
find some relief for you – actual truck
drivers who make it happen every day
on the road. LL

on the line
with d.C.
While many issues important to
you are certain to be discussed
in your hometown and debated
by lawmakers in your home state,
what happens in Washington,
D.C., during the coming year
is also certain to be critical to
your trucking business. With the
second session of the 115th U.S.
Congress convening in January,
lawmakers are hard at work, so it’s
time to start the communication
process with them.

Congressional phone number
You can call the Capitol
switchboard operator at
202-224-3121 to be transferred
to any representative’s or
senator’s office. All you have to do
is provide the operator your home
ZIP code.
Be sure to try and reach your
legislators at their district offices
when they are not in D.C. Contact
information can be found on their
congressional website, on their
social media page, or in the local
phone book under the government
section.

Congressional addresses
You need to know only two
addresses to send letters to your
U.S. representative and senators,
no matter who they are.
FOR SENATORS
Office of Senator (Name)
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
FOR REPRESENTATIVES
Office of Rep. (Name)
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
You don’t need to know what
building their office is in or what
their room number is. You just
need the right ZIP code and your
letter will get there. LL
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“He said this thing is going to be
really tough on us small guys,” Babin
said in a phone interview with Land
Line. “And the more he told me about
it, the more I could see this was just
Big Brother putting a contraption in
the cab that was going to just take

to keep this nightmarish bureaucracy
from impacting our small and
independent operators.”
Babin says he plans to continue
the ELD fight in 2018, mentioning
a possible infrastructure spending
bill could include an opportunity for
regulatory relief.

“When you call and
mention the name
‘OOIDA,’ these people
know who we are,
and they have a lot
of respect for the
organization.”
– OOIDA board member
Monte Wiederhold

Photo courtesy of Monte Wiederhold

Monte Wiederhold

away all privacy and take away a lot
of the freedoms and liberties that we
take for granted as Americans.”
In 2017, Babin, a former truck
driver, put forth a bill – HR3282 –
which would have delayed the
mandate for two years. Despite having
more than 70 co-sponsors, including
several influential House committee
chairs, the bipartisan piece of
legislation has remained stalled. Babin
also sent a letter in November to
President Trump, calling on him to
issue drivers “a reprieve” from the
burdensome regulation.
Despite the deadline having already
passed, Babin says the president still
could issue a delay via executive order.
“Donald Trump runs the show in his
administration,” he said. “I think if he
wanted something to be done about
this, it would happen. We’re still in
hopes, even though the deadline has
passed, that there might be some way
that we could get a delay of this thing
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“We’re going to be looking for
vehicles and ways to continue to give
these hundreds of thousands of small
and independent operators some relief
on this regulatory infringement,” he
said.

‘Highway to Headache’
While Babin was certainly one of the
leaders in the fight to help truckers out
on Capitol Hill, he was by no means
the only elected official to hear from
and take action on behalf of truckers.
Since 2015, OOIDA Life Member
Monte Wiederhold of Maumee,
Ohio, has been working to build a
relationship with Rep. Steve Chabot,
R-Ohio, and his legislative staff.
Those efforts paid off in a big way
last November because Chabot chairs
the House Committee on Small
Business. Members of the U.S. House
Committee on Small Business got an
earful from small-business truckers
about the negative effects of the ELD
mandate during a hearing called

“Highway to Headache.”
Members of OOIDA, the National
Association of Small Trucking
Companies, the American Pyrotechnics
Association, and the National
Ready Mixed Concrete Association
participated in the hearing.
“The ELD issue really moved our
communication into a higher gear,”
Wiederhold said. “I’ve spoken with
someone in Chabot’s office at least six
times this past year.”
Wiederhold, who owns a small
trucking company, contacted Chabot
to discuss the impact of the ELD
mandate on small-business truckers.
OOIDA’s legislative affairs team
followed up with Rep. Chabot’s staff
and were instrumental in finding other
witnesses to testify at the hearing.
During the hearing, Wiederhold
testified about how the electronic
logging mandate and hours-of-service
regulation are having a negative
effect on his small-business trucking
company. Many of Wiederhold’s
concerns were echoed by other
witnesses, who also shared insights
about how regulations such as EPA
emissions standards and minimum
insurance requirements could
negatively impact their businesses.
Babin also spoke during the
hearing, and Chabot is one of the 70
co-sponsors of HR3282.

Making the
connection
Both Babin and Wiederhold said an
important and somewhat overlooked
aspect of building a relationship
between elected officials and their
constituents is the role played by
legislative staff.
“It’s so hard to actually get a
meeting with a lawmaker,” Wiederhold
said. “The staff is where you really
have to make a connection with. The
(lawmaker) has picked that staffer for
Continued on Page 50
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OOIDA’s
Call to Action

Some of OOIDA’s state
legislative priority issues
for 2018

Taking your commitment to the next level

■ Oppose new toll roads, lanes

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

■ Enact towing reforms

For 45 years OOIDA has been squarely committed to getting the
word out on important issues affecting professional drivers.
Through the decades the method of informing truckers has
undergone a significant transformation. For much of the time
truckers were limited to postal mail and hit-or-miss phone calls.
Now, thanks to changes in technology, OOIDA can relay info
quickly to truckers about important issues. Land Line Magazine
produces daily news online for OOIDA’s websites, and Land Line
Now broadcasts twice daily on Sirius XM. OOIDA also taps its vast
directory when necessary for instant Call to Action blasts.
OOIDA’s Call to Action team closely tracks hot-button issues
being discussed in Washington, D.C., as well as in statehouses,
state agencies and in communities across the country.
If you are not already among the 80,000 truckers hooked into
daily happenings, it’s time you answered the call.
You do not have to be an OOIDA member to get updates on the
latest activities that affect your business. Land Line readers and
others in the trucking industry also have access to this resource.
Getting added to the Call to Action contact list is simple. Signing
up can be done at FightingForTruckers.com. Simply click on the

“GO” button under “Register for OOIDA Calls to Action.”
After receiving your alert, it is essential you contact your elected
official(s), whose information will be provided; visit their office(s) for
a face-to-face conversation; when possible, attend a meeting where
they are present for discussion; or submit comments.
Calls to Action are the best, and quickest, way to communicate
your views to those officials who represent you. LL
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■ Advocate discussion on truck
parking
■ Protect transportation revenue
from diversion
■ Oppose increased truck
weights
■ Pursue elimination of speed
limit differentials
■ Eliminate truck lane
restrictions
■ Abolish indemniﬁcation clauses
in transportation contracts

It’s up to you to
join the Call to
Action team and
help make
a difference.
Online? Visit us at
FightingForTruckers.com

to get connected.
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Your feedback and input is key
to effective representation
By Mike Matousek,
OOIDA Director of Government Affairs

Each year before we pursue
legislative and regulatory initiatives
in state capitals across the country,
it is important for us to look back at
past successes and
failures. We are
always trying to
be more effective
and efficient to
make sure we
are positioned
to advance
your interests.
Mike Matousek
As always, we
welcome your feedback and input. In
fact, we need your feedback and input
to ensure our efforts truly reflect your
priorities.
As we have mentioned before,
our state legislative and regulatory
agendas are directed by our executive
leadership, our board of directors,
and our members. While we do veer
from that direction occasionally, it is
usually a result of trucking-related
interests state lawmakers might
pursue that are out of our control.
This forces us to be both proactive
and reactive.
It also is important to remind
you that our advocacy efforts are
much more effective when you
are involved. State lawmakers are
almost always more responsive when
they hear directly from those they
represent in the legislature. The more
active you are, the better chance we
will have of advancing legislation
that would improve your economic
well-being and advance highway
safety as well as blocking legislation
that would do the opposite.
We also realize you are extremely
FEBRUARY 2018

busy. We have tried to make it
easier for you to get involved in the
legislative process via our advocacy
website FightingForTruckers.com.
The website highlights numerous
issues of interest, but more
importantly it is a portal that can
connect you with your lawmakers at
every level of government. If you’re
not familiar with the website, we
encourage you to take a look.
Regarding legislative issues, it
should come as no surprise that
transportation funding is expected
to dominate in 2018. Congress has
not increased the gas and diesel tax

Our state legislative and
regulatory agendas are
directed by our executive
leadership, our board
of directors, and our
members.
in more than two decades, which
continues to force states to address
funding shortfalls individually.
Unfortunately, states tend to pursue
alternative revenue proposals that
are harmful to highway users, in
particular small-business truckers.
OOIDA is not opposed to increases
in state fuel taxes as long as the
increases are the same for gas and
diesel and the generated revenue
is actually used for transportation
projects. However, we will continue
to aggressively oppose tolling, vehicle
miles traveled taxes, weight-distance
taxes, and other harmful revenue
proposals.
Worker misclassification is also
getting more attention, and not just in

trucking. Many states continue to
attempt to address situations where
“independent contractors” are actually
employees, thus allowing employers
to avoid paying employer-related
taxes and providing employee-related
benefits.
While this goes beyond trucking, it
is something that we need to be
involved with. Our goal is to
encourage states to address issues
where they exist without jeopardizing
legitimate business arrangements
between motor carriers and leased
owner-operators.
We continue to make progress on
pushing states to enact new – or
amend existing – consumer
protections for those subject to a
nonconsensual tow. Colorado and
West Virginia are the two most recent
states to make changes to their laws
and regulations, and we hope other
states will soon follow. This issue is
difficult to explain in the space of this
column so if you have any questions
please give us a call.
Other issues on our state legislative
agenda include auto transporters,
cargo theft, truck parking, antiindemnification, lane restrictions, split
speeds, platooning and autonomous
vehicles, and truck weights. While
this is not an exhaustive list of issues
we will be involved with, it is a list
of issues that we know exist. By all
means, please let us know if you
are aware of other pending state
legislative issues in any particular
state. You can either call our main
line at 816-229-5791 or email me at
Mike_Matousek@OOIDA.com.
As always, thank you for your time
and support of OOIDA. We look
forward to working with you and on
your behalf in 2018. LL
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Lead the charge
How to get the job done

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

OOIDA members regularly act to improve local,
state and/or federal rules. Whether it is through
communication with elected officials, running for office
themselves, or offering insight through testimony to
various panels and committees, there are many ways to
have a say in what happens at all levels of government.
Despite lending your voice and expertise on various
issues that affect you, you may see the action or inaction
of elected officials complicating progress. Justifiably,
this can dampen any enthusiasm to effect change, but it
shouldn’t. There are options available for people to get
local, state or regional issues on the ballot.
When elected officials are not doing enough to address
important issues, the public typically can pursue ballot
measures to get issues before voters. The three types of
ballot measures are initiatives, referendums and recalls.

initiatives are a tool for registered voters to offer
proposals to change or create laws. They require the
collection of a predetermined number of signatures on
a petition to get questions on the ballot. The initiative
process is available in 24 states.
Using the initiative process, citizens can elicit a
public vote on proposed statutes or amendments to

There is no provision
for any sort of ballot
proposition at the
federal level. However,
the initiative and
referendum process is
available in thousands
of counties, cities and
towns across America.

a state constitution. The process also is used to ask
advisory questions and propose memorials– nonbinding
resolutions.

referendums come in two forms. The first kind is
a popular referendum. Similar to initiatives, it requires
registered voters in 24 states to collect a predetermined
number of signatures to qualify for the ballot a question
on whether to repeal a law enacted by state legislators.
The second form is a legislative referendum. Allowed
in all states, this process is used by state officials
or other government agencies to put before voters
propositions that typically create statutes, amend the
state constitution, or refer bond questions.
recalls are initiated by the public to remove an
elected official from office before his or her term
expires. A predetermined number of signatures are
required for a recall election.
If your state does not offer an initiative or referendum
process, there’s no reason for that to deter your
involvement. Residents have every right to put pressure
on elected officials to make the necessary changes in
statutes to allow people greater control over their local
and state rules. LL

■ Initiative and popular referendum
■ Popular referendum only
■ Initiative constitutional amendments only
(Source: Initiative & Referendum Institute)
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Below is a list of the best phone numbers in each state to
contact lawmakers, ﬁnd out when they are scheduled to meet
for committee meetings and/or ﬂoor sessions, and inquire
about the status of bills of interest.
aLaBaMa
Session began Jan. 9 and runs
to late April.
legislature.state.al.us
Senate secretary .......... 334-242-7800
House clerk .................. 334-242-7600
aLasKa
Legislature began Jan. 16 and runs
to April 15.
akleg.gov
Senate secretary .......... 907-465-3701
House clerk .................. 907-465-3725
ariZoNa
Session began Jan. 8 and runs
to mid-April.
azleg.gov
Senate secretary .......... 602-926-4231
House clerk .................. 602-926-3032
arKaNsas
Session begins Feb. 2 and runs
to March 13.
www.arkleg.state.ar.us
Senate secretary .......... 501-682-5951
House clerk
(out of session) ........... 501-682-7771
House clerk (In session) 501-682-6211

House clerk .................. 302-744-4087
FLorida
Legislature began Jan. 9 and runs
to March 9.
leg.state.ﬂ.us
Senate secretary .......... 850-487-5270
House clerk .................. 850-717-5400
GeorGia
General Assembly began Jan. 8
and runs to late March.
legis.ga.gov
Senate secretary .......... 404-656-5040
House clerk .................. 404-656-5015
HaWaii
Legislature began Jan. 17 and runs
to May 3.
capitol.hawaii.gov
Senate clerk.................. 808-586-6720
House clerk .................. 808-586-6400
idaHo
Legislature began Jan. 8 and runs
to late March.
legislature.idaho.gov
Senate secretary .......... 208-332-1309
House clerk .................. 208-332-1141

CaLiForNia
Legislature began Jan. 3 and runs
to Aug. 31.
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov
Senate secretary .......... 916-651-4171
Assembly clerk ............. 916-319-2856

iLLiNois
Session began Jan. 8 and runs
to May 31.
ilga.gov
Senate secretary .......... 217-782-5715
House clerk .................. 217-782-8223

CoLorado
General Assembly began Jan. 10
and runs to May 9.
leg.colorado.gov
Senate secretary .......... 303-866-4838
House clerk
(out of session) ........... 303-866-2345
House clerk (In session) 303-866-2903

iNdiaNa
General Assembly began Jan. 2
and runs to March 16.
iga.in.gov
Senate secretary .......... 317-232-9400
House clerk ................317-232-9600w

CoNNeCtiCut
General Assembly begins Feb. 7
and runs to May 9.
cga.ct.gov
Senate secretary .......... 860-240-0500
House clerk .................. 860-240-0400
deLaWare
General Assembly began Jan. 9
and runs to June 30.
legis.delaware.gov
Senate secretary .......... 302-744-4129
FEBRUARY 2018

ioWa
General Assembly began Jan. 8
and runs to April 17.
www.legis.iowa.gov
Senate secretary .......... 515-281-5932
House clerk .................. 515-281-4280
KaNsas
Legislature began Jan. 8 and
runs to April 7.
kslegislature.org
Senate secretary .......... 785-296-2456
House clerk .................. 785-296-7633

state Legislative
directory

KeNtuCKY
Session began Jan. 2 and runs
to April 13.
lrc.ky.gov
Senate secretary .......... 502-564-2450
House clerk .................. 502-564-8100
LouisiaNa
Legislature begins March 12 and
runs to June 4.
legis.la.gov
Senate secretary .......... 225-342-5997
House clerk .................. 225-342-7259
MaiNe
Legislature began Jan. 3 and runs
to April 18.
legislature.maine.gov
Senate secretary .......... 207-287-1540
House clerk .................. 207-287-1400
MarYLaNd
General Assembly began Jan. 10
and runs to April 9.
mgaleg.maryland.gov
Senate secretary .......... 410-841-3908
House clerk .................. 410-841-3999
MassaCHusetts
General Court began Jan. 3 and runs
to Dec. 31.
malegislature.gov
Senate clerk.................. 617-722-1276
House clerk .................. 617-722-2356
MiCHiGaN
Legislature began Jan. 10 and
ends Dec. 31
legislature.mi.gov
Senate secretary .......... 517-373-2400
House clerk .................. 517-373-0135
MiNNesota
Legislature begins Feb. 20 and
ends May 21.
www.leg.state.mn.us
Senate clerk.................. 651-296-2344
House clerk .................. 651-296-2314
MississiPPi
Legislature began Jan. 2 and
ends April 1.
legislature.ms.gov
Senate docket .............. 601-359-3229
House docket ............... 601-359-3360
Continued on Page 51
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a reason. They have confidence in them bringing the issues
that are important to their constituents to their attention.”
Babin concurred that relationships with legislative
staffers in Washington, D.C., or in the local office back
home are “extremely important” for constituents.
“Those personal relationships and the relationships
with organizations like OOIDA are very significant so
we can get some things done,” he said. “Politicians listen
to people back home. They are susceptible to pressure,
especially if it makes sense. I think a delay of this ELD
mandate is nothing but common sense.”
While there are several methods of reaching out and
connecting with your lawmaker, Babin said one of the
methods that made
a lasting impression
on him was when
several hundred
truckers drove to
Washington, D.C., in
October and staged a
protest in front of the
U.S. Department of
Transportation. Babin
joined in with the group and addressed the protesters with
a bullhorn.
“An email is great, a call is good, a letter is good,
but having a face-to-face meeting with the staff or with
a congressman at a town hall or in his office, or as
he travels around, those are all good things,” he said.
“But communication is the key. All of the above can be
effective.”
Wiederhold said it can be intimidating to talk to a
lawmaker or their staff, so he recommends making sure
you go into a conversation equipped with plenty of
information to back up your opinions. He said OOIDA’s
Foundation has been an invaluable tool for giving his
lawmakers information they need to help inform their
decisions.
“When you call and mention the name ‘OOIDA,’ these
people know who we are,” he said. “And they have a lot
of respect for the organization. When you can mention
that, people understand that we are a force to be reckoned
with.”
Babin agrees that membership in an organization like
OOIDA sends a powerful message to lawmakers.
“Many of our small operators are not members of
associations, (but) they need to remember that united they
are much more influential than they are just staying off
on their own,” he said. “And that’s the key to having the
influence that they need over some of this legislation that’s
coming out.” LL

Membership in an
organization like
OOIDA sends a
powerful message
to lawmakers.
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MISSOURI
General Assembly began Jan. 3
and ends May 18.
moga.mo.gov
Senate secretary .......... 573-751-3766
House clerk .................. 573-751-4017
MONTANA
There is no regular session in 2018. The
next session begins in January 2019.
leg.mt.gov
Senate secretary .......... 406-444-4801
House clerk .................. 406-444-4819

Senate clerk.................. 919-733-7761
House clerk .................. 919-733-7760
NORTH DAKOTA
There is no regular session in 2018. The
next session begins in January 2019.
legis.nd.gov
Senate clerk.................. 701-328-2916
House clerk .................. 701-328-2916
OHIO
Session began Jan. 2 and
ends Dec. 31.
legislature.ohio.gov
Senate clerk.................. 614-466-4900
House clerk .................. 614-466-3357

NEBRASKA
Unicameral began Jan. 3 and
ends April 18.
nebraskalegislature.gov
Clerk of the Legislature 402-471-2271

OKLAHOMA
Legislature begins Feb. 5 and
ends May 25.
oklegislature.gov
Senate secretary .......... 405-521-2391
House clerk .................. 405-557-7303

NEVADA
There is no regular session in 2018. The
next session begins in February 2019.
leg.state.nv.us
Senate secretary .......... 775-684-1400
Assembly clerk ............. 775-684-8555

OREGON
Session begins Feb. 5 and
ends March 9.
www.oregonlegislature.gov
Senate secretary .......... 503-986-1851
House clerk .................. 503-986-1870

NEW HAMPSHIRE
General Court began Jan. 3 and
ends June 30.
gencourt.state.nh.us
Senate clerk.................. 603-271-3420
House clerk .................. 603-271-2548

PENNSYLVANIA
Session began Jan. 2 and
ends Nov. 30.
legis.state.pa.us
Senate secretary .......... 717-787-7163
House clerk .................. 717-787-2372

NEW JERSEY
Legislature began Jan. 9 and
ends Jan. 8, 2019.
njleg.state.nj.us
Senate clerk.................. 609-847-3915
Assembly clerk ............. 609-847-3115

RHODE ISLAND
General Assembly began Jan. 2
and ends in late June.
www.rilin.state.ri.us
Senate secretary .......... 401-276-2555
House clerk .................. 401-222-1478

NEW MEXICO
Legislature began Jan. 16 and
ends Feb. 15.
nmlegis.gov
Senate clerk.................. 505-986-4714
House clerk .................. 505-986-4751

SOUTH CAROLINA
Legislature began Jan. 9 and
ends May 10.
scstatehouse.gov
Senate secretary .......... 803-212-6200
House clerk .................. 803-734-2403

NEW YORK
Legislature began Jan. 3 and
ends June 20.
nysenate.gov
assembly.state.ny.us
Senate secretary .......... 518-455-2051
Assembly information... 518-455-4218

SOUTH DAKOTA
Legislature began Jan. 9 and
ends March 26.
sdlegislature.gov
Senate secretary .......... 605-773-3251
House clerk .................. 605-773-3251

NORTH CAROLINA
General Assembly began Jan. 10
and ends in early July.
ncleg.net

TENNESSEE
General Assembly began Jan. 9
and ends April 27.
capitol.tn.gov
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State Legislative
Directory
Senate clerk.................. 615-741-2730
House clerk .................. 615-741-2901
TEXAS
There is no regular session in 2018. The
next session begins Jan. 8, 2019.
www.capitol.state.tx.us
Senate secretary .......... 512-463-0100
House clerk .................. 512-463-0845
UTAH
Legislature began Jan. 22 and
ends March 8.
le.utah.gov
Senate secretary .......... 801-538-1035
House clerk .................. 801-538-1029
VERMONT
General Assembly began Jan. 3
and runs to early May.
legislature.vermont.gov
Senate clerk.................. 802-828-2241
House clerk .................. 802-828-2247
VIRGINIA
Session began Jan. 10 and
ends March 10.
virginiageneralassembly.gov
Senate secretary .......... 804-698-7400
House clerk .................. 804-698-1619
WASHINGTON
Legislature began Jan. 8 and
ends March 8.
leg.wa.gov
Senate secretary .......... 360-786-7550
House clerk .................. 360-786-7750
WEST VIRGINIA
Legislature began Jan. 10 and
ends March 10.
www.wvlegislature.gov
Senate clerk.................. 304-357-7800
House clerk .................. 304-340-3200
WISCONSIN
Session began Jan. 16 and
ends in late March.
legis.wisconsin.gov
Senate clerk.................. 608-266-2517
Assembly clerk ............. 608-266-1501
WYOMING
Legislature begins Feb. 12 and
ends in mid-March.
legisweb.state.wy.us
Senate clerk.................. 307-777-7711
House clerk .................. 307-777-7852
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Book report
From trucking to the Cold War, OOIDA
members are among trucking authors
penning books on a variety of topics
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Spending hours upon hours on the highway and at various truck
stops across the nation gives a person plenty of time to think.
These OOIDA members and truck drivers put those thoughts to
paper, authoring books on trucking as well as such topics as the
Cold War and overcoming an abusive childhood.

“100,000 Miles of Crazy”
By Wendy Parker

The paperback shares adventures
from the road collected by OOIDA
members George and Wendy
Parker. A series of short stories
about spending her days on the
road with a long-haul trucker,
“100,000 Miles of Crazy” tells
amusing anecdotes about the silly
clothes truckers wear, oddities of
the road, aliens and Big Foot.

“This may be a Filthy Lie”

“Adriana Corderu:
Quest for Freedom”
By David Michael Palladino

The OOIDA member tells the story
of a woman’s search for freedom
during the Cold War. A work of
historical fiction, Palladino paints a
picture of what it was like for those
who fought to escape from the
Iron Curtain.

In Parker’s second book, she
delivers more funny stories from
the road and explains how a
former nurse has emerged as a
voice for the trucking industry.

“Recycling Your Soul”
By Albert Dedmon

An OOIDA life member, Dedmon
offers a self-help book from
Christian Faith Publishing. A selfprofessed victim of child abuse,
Dedmon tells readers that God
hasn’t forgotten about them and
offers tips on how to destroy the
past to make room for the real you.
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By Wendy Parker
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“Adriana Corderu:
Western Odyssey”
By David Michael Palladino

In a follow-up to “Quest
for Freedom,” Adriana
Corderu continues her
journey toward freedom,
experiencing the refugee
camps of Italy before
making it to New York
City.

“One Mile at a
Time”
By John Arnold

The OOIDA member
from Kentucky provides
a family history that
has deep roots in the
military and trucking.
Arnold served in the
army, was a volunteer
firefighter and has
logged plenty of miles
across the nation’s
highways.

“The Long Haul”
By Finn Murphy

A truck driver for more
than 30 years, Murphy
provides readers with a
peek into the cab of his
18-wheeler, which he
calls “Cassidy.” Murphy
shares stories from
his more than a million
miles behind the wheel,
taking readers to such
places as the Florida
Everglades, the truck
stops of the Midwest,
and the steep grades of
the Rocky Mountains. LL
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GM’s Marketplace app doubles
down on distracted driving
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

W

hat’s more dangerous? Changing a song on a music
app while driving or ordering a venti iced skinny
caramel macchiato con panna with a shot of hazelnut syrup
while driving? According to GM’s Marketplace, they’re
basically the same thing.
If you drive a 2017-18 Chevrolet, Buick, GMC or
Cadillac, you may have noticed some additions to the
computer screen on your dashboard called Marketplace.
Icons for Shell, ExxonMobil, TGI Fridays, Starbucks and
Dunkin’ Donuts will upload to nearly 2 million vehicles.

GM’s Marketplace will allow motorists to
order coffee or make dinner reservations
while going 70 mph on the interstate.
This is GM’s latest attempt to get into the e-commerce
market. The automaker is partnering up with companies
to offer drivers the opportunity to purchase items – while
driving.
You read that right. GM’s Marketplace will allow
motorists to order coffee or make dinner reservations while
going 70 mph on the interstate. Among the options:
• Purchasing data packages, OnStar subscriptions and
other vehicle-speciﬁc offers;
• Order coffee from Starbucks and Dunkin’ Donuts;
• Order food from Wingstop;
• Reserve a table at TGI Fridays and Applebees;
• Locate Shell and ExxonMobil stations;
• Make hotel reservations on Priceline.com;
• Reserve and pay for parking via Parkopedia;
• To-go orders at IHOP; and
• Order goods and services using Delivery.com.
If you’re thinking “Surely, GM probably wants the vehicle
to be stopped before fooling around with retail apps,” then
you are wrong. From GM’s news release:
“Marketplace is designed to be used while driving.”
Really?
Politicians and safety groups have been on a crusade
against distracted driving for many years now. State after
state is passing legislation that bans the use of handheld
devices while driving.
Yet, for whatever reason, no one is raising a stink about
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GM’s Marketplace?
The trucking industry is getting bombarded with
criticism over a variety of issues regarding fatigue, such as
sleep apnea, hours of service and ELDs. However, fatigue
accounts for an insigniﬁcant amount of crashes.
Meanwhile, crashes are going up, and distracted driving
has been attributed as a direct cause for many of them.
In fact, I reported on a study in October that found invehicle technology can be as distracting as cellphones.
More speciﬁcally, the exact computer screen technologies
GM’s Marketplace uses. Research conducted by the AAA
Foundation for Trafﬁc Safety concluded that built-in
devices that allow texting, navigation and audio play divert
a driver’s attention away from the road signiﬁcantly.
Jake Fisher, head of auto testing for Consumer Reports,
told CNN that GM’s Marketplace “does seem distracting,”
but perhaps not anymore distracting than the other
interactive features already in newer vehicles.
But according to AAA’s in-vehicle technology study,
that’s a poor comparison considering that those other
interactive features can be dangerous as well.
To be fair, Consumer Reports did determine the most
and least distracting infotainment systems. Ranked in the
least distracting systems list were all GM vehicles (except
Cadillacs). Consumer Reports mentioned the pros were
large text, traditional knobs/buttons and comprehensive
steering-wheel controls. The cons include swiping motions
that are difﬁcult to do while driving and the smaller screen
version is more difﬁcult to use.
Regardless, that does not take away from the studies
that suggest these infotainment systems are distracting
nonetheless. And those studies are pretty clear. Yet, we’re
allowing MORE distracting technologies.
There is little evidence that proves ELDs and HOS regs
are making the roadways safer. However, we have no
problem passing legislation that would suggest otherwise
and cause a severe burden to truckers across the nation.
But when it comes to the average American’s right to use
distracting technologies, you will have to pry them from
their cold, dead hands. Unfortunately, we might have to
literally do that. LL
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Your guide to the 2018
Mid-America Trucking Show
By Land Line staff

Q: What’s the show schedule?
A: The Mid-America Trucking
Show is scheduled Thursday through
Saturday, March 22-24. On Thursday
there will be a VIP session from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. with doors open to
the public from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. On
Friday, the doors will open to the
general public from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
On Saturday, the show is open from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.
Q: Where is OOIDA
going to be this year?
A: The Association plans to have two
booths at the 2018 show. Just like last
year, we will be in Booth 11128 in the
North Wing and Booth 65229 in the
West Wing. You can catch OOIDA’s
tour truck in the PKY Truck Beauty
Championship in Lot J behind the
West Wing.
It will cost only $35 to join or renew
your OOIDA membership at MATS.
Q: How much

are MATS tickets?
A: Nothing, if you handle things right.
Online preregistration at
TruckingShow.com continues until
Feb. 22. Preregistrations received
before Feb. 22 will be mailed at the
end of February/beginning of March.
After Feb. 22, it will cost you $10 –
either to preregister or at the door – to
get into the show, and you will have to
wait in line for your badge to be
printed. If you preregister, be sure to
print out your registration
confirmation and bring it with you to
the show to exchange for your badge.
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Your badge is good for all three days
of the show.
Q: Where can I park
my truck?
A: Tractor-trailer parking is $30 daily,
and spots with hook-ups are available
for $50. Spots with hook-ups must be
reserved by calling 502-367-5381. If
you’re in your personal vehicle, you
can count on $8 to park each day.
Free tractor-trailer parking
is available courtesy of show
management at Papa John’s Cardinal
Stadium. Shuttle buses to and from
the Kentucky Expo Center also are
provided for anyone parking at Papa
John’s. The lot will be accessible from
Wednesday, March 21, at 7:30 a.m.
through Saturday, March 24, at 6 p.m.

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” Ð Lorne Daigle

Q: What are some

of the attractions?
A: The Paul K. Young Truck Beauty
Championship and awards ceremony
will be hosted on-site, including
Lights after MATS on Wednesday
night and Thursday night, and the
PKY Competitor Parade following
the close of the show on Saturday.
You can catch the parade on the Expo
Center’s perimeter road.
Other events include a concert
Friday night as well as educational
seminars and training from the
North American Transportation
Management Institute. Past concerts
have featured such entertainers as
The Marshall Tucker Band, John
Anderson, Thompson Square, Tony
Justice, Randy Houser, and Sugarland.
This year’s featured act hadn’t been
announced as of press time. LL

● Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
● Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
● Driver expense tracking
● Full color maps
● Multiple stop and location
entries
● Proﬁt margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax
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Truckers for Troops 2017 raises
$46,424 to support U.S. military
By Land Line staff

T

he numbers are in, and the 2017 edition of
OOIDA’s Truckers for Troops campaign raised
$46,424 to support U.S. military personnel at home
and abroad.
Funds were raised during a weeklong campaign. The
total tops last year’s $42,000 mark.
More than 3,000 members participated in the event,
which ran from Nov. 13 through Nov. 19. Members of
the U.S. Army won the branch of service challenge.
OOIDA matches 10 percent to fund care packages for
troops overseas and to provide needed supplies to longterm care facilities treating wounded veterans.
For more than a decade, OOIDA’s Truckers for
Troops has, through the generosity of its members
and with a matching contribution by the Association,
raised more than $500,000 for care packages and
other supplies to
help U.S. military
personnel. The
Veterans are a huge
campaign is now
part of the trucking
helping a variety of
industry overall, and veterans’ facilities
here in the U.S.
more than one-third
too, including those
of all OOIDA members assisting or housing
wounded, disabled
have served in the
or homeless service
military.
members.
Veterans are a huge
part of the trucking
industry overall, and more than one-third of all OOIDA
members have served in the military.
Once again, Shell Rotella kicked off the fundraiser
with a contribution of $2,000.
Challenges are part of the fun, too. And things got
started early this year.
OOIDA’s Spirit of the American Trucker skipper
Jon Osburn’s faithful co-pilot, Sassi, challenged all the
other trucking pets to donate the amount of money for
one care package (or whatever amount they can) to
the campaign. The pet challenge raised $3,570 for the
campaign.
Even though the 2017 campaign has ended,
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Sassi, Jon Osburn’s co-pilot on The Spirit of the American Trucker,
threw down the doggie gauntlet in a trucking pet challenge this year
donating the full cost of one care package. (Photo by Nikohle Barnes)

individual tax-deductible donations for Truckers for
Troops can be made all year by calling 800-444-5791.
It costs about $220 for one box. All the purchasing,
organizing and packing of the boxes is handled by
OOIDA staff volunteers, ensuring that 100 percent of
the money raised is used to purchase items and cover
shipping.
To date, the Association has sent more than 3,000
large care packages and provided items to nearly
36,000 military personnel stationed in war zones. In
2015, the Association expanded the program’s mission
to include supplying needed items to various medical
care facilities for wounded or needy veterans back in
the states.
OOIDA also is asking for the names and addresses
of troops serving in active combat zones to add to
the Association’s list of recipients. Call the name and
address in to OOIDA’s Nikki Johnson at 816-229-5791.
You can also email her at Troops@OOIDA.com.
Those zones include Afghanistan, the Kosovo area
of Yugoslavia, and the Arabian Peninsula areas, which
include the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Gulf of Oman, part
of the Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden, and the countries of
Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates. LL
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truCKiNG Hero

trucker who saved man
from burning truck receives Carnegie Medal
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Jason Allen Williams’ heroism is now
official. The truck driver from Florida
was recently honored with a Carnegie
Medal from the Carnegie Hero Fund
Commission after rescuing a man
from a burning truck in 2016.
A Dec. 19, 2017, news release
listed Williams as one of 20
recipients of the Carnegie Medal for
outstanding civilian heroism. Seven
of the individuals were honored
posthumously.
The Carnegie Medal is given
throughout the United States and
Canada to those who risk their lives
to an extraordinary degree while
saving or attempting to save the lives
of others.
Williams, 32, of Orange City, Fla.,
rescued 61-year-old Michael Bridges

from a burning dump truck in August
2016 on state Road 429 in Apopka,
Fla.
Bridges was traveling northbound
on 429 when his dump truck blew
a tire. According to the report from
the Florida Highway Patrol, Bridges
then lost control of the vehicle and
the dump truck swerved through
the center grass median and into the
southbound lanes. The dump truck
continued off onto the west shoulder,
overturned and then caught fire.
Williams, who had been traveling
southbound, witnessed the crash. He
left his truck and went to help.
“Every day, I see accidents out
there on the highway. I was thinking
that if it were me, I’d want someone
to come over and help me out. I
wouldn’t want to burn alive in my
truck.”

Despite flames burning at the front
end and underside of the vehicle,
Williams climbed atop the vehicle
and opened the passenger door. He
extended his head and arms inside,
pulled on Bridges’ arms but slipped
and fell from the truck. He then
climbed back to the top of the truck
and reached inside to pull Bridges out
of the vehicle. Both men fell from the
vehicle to the ground as flames grew
to engulf the cab.
Bridges required hospital treatment
for his injuries, which included
severe burns. Williams suffered
minor burns.
“Had Mr. Williams not gone inside
that truck, Mr. Bridges couldn’t have
gotten out and he would have burned
alive,” Florida Highway Patrol Sgt.
Kim Montes said. “This guy is truly
a hero.” LL

NEED CASH FAST?
First-Time Owner Operators,
Limited Driving Experience and
Less than Perfect Credit

Apply Today!
FREE GIFT*
*Free gift available at closing

OFFICE LOCATIONS

TRUCK AND TRAILER PURCHASES n REPAIR LOAN FINANCING
LEASE PURCHASE BUY OUTS n COMMERCIAL TITLE LOANS
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CORPORATE • 623-434-2500
34225 N. 27th Dr. Bldg. 1, Phoenix, AZ 85085
CALIFORNIA • 714-974-9700

4222 Green River Rd., Corona, CA 92878

GEORGIA • 404-975-4800

6604 Tara Blvd., Jonesboro, GA 30236

FINANCIAL SERVICES GROUP CORPORATION

www.MissionFinancialServices.net
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“This card works for you.”
Your OOIDA membership card gives you more than
90 discounts, rebates and more.
OOIDA Member Roderick Ross of
Richmond, Va., says the Transcore
discount has provided him great
savings, helped in booking loads,
and offered a wealth of information.
Find out what your card can do for
you by calling 816-229-5791.

Rig Expense
Tracker
Rig Expense Tracker offers OOIDA members a 30%
discount off the license cost on all versions of Rig
Expense Tracker software. The software allows owneroperators to track income and expenses, fuel usage,
maintenance, trips and loads. It can also be used to set
maintenance reminders and create invoices.

OFFER

EXTENDED
International and International Used
Truck Centers offers OOIDA members a
$1,000 International Advantage
Card credit with the purchase of any new
International RH, International LT, ProStar, LoneStar
or 9000i tractor or any used International LT, ProStar,
LoneStar or TranStar through Dec. 31, 2018.

Join OOIDA today, call 816-229-5791
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Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC offers OOIDA members a 10%
discount on all services including back taxes and tax-debt
resolution; corporate and LLC formations; bookkeeping;
business and personal income tax return preparation.

National Truck Protection
offers OOIDA
members extended
service contracts for
used Class 3-8 commercial
trucks. To qualify, your
truck must be nine years
old or newer, and have fewer than 925K miles and a current
inspection. NTP service contracts cover the cost of parts and
labor to replace select power train components.

TruckersHelper offers
OOIDA members a 10%
discount on its range
of trucking business
software. A variety
of versions are available to meet the speciﬁc needs of
company drivers, owner-operators and small ﬂeets.

$500 off tax debt
resolution services

25% off all services

© mipan - Fotolia.com

Taxation Solutions offers OOIDA members a free
consultation and a 15% discount on tax relief, IRS
representation and tax preparation services provided by a
team of tax attorneys, enrolled agents and CPAs.
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More discounts!

Services
Ace Registration
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
MyMilesMatter
Open Road Drivers Plan
Phoenix Sleep Solutions
PrePass
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers
Team CME
TTN Fleet Solutions
Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Semi Systems
Truckerdox
TruckerSphere
TruckTrack
Tires
Bauer Built
Goodyear
Michelin
Octagon

Purcell Tire & Service
Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental

Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
La Quinta
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Wyndham

WESTERN STAR
4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
Mission Financial
Services

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication

Truck & Trailer
American Trailer & Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
Kenworth
PACCAR Financial Used
Trucks
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks
Western Star

SUPPORTERS

Parts & Equipment
4 State Trucks
Electronics
Balance Masters
Blue Tiger
Big Rig Mattress
Fleet Electronics
Bison Grille Guards
GiraffeG4
Brunner Fabrication
Handsfree
Centramatic
HawksHead TPMS
CSTK (Thermo King)
PacLink
Dipetane
Right Weigh
Donvel
SafeKey
Dura-Lite
Shorepower
Flitz International
Smoothtalker
Truck System Technologies MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
Fuel
RigMaster
Truckers Advantage
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
Other Discounts
American Hearing Benefits TruckDog
American Truck Historical Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Society

Zephyr

SILVER LEVEL

Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot & OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

OOIDA
Corporate Supporters
GOLD LEVEL

Aerodynamic Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call OOIDA’s Membership
Department at 816-229-5791 for details on these offers.

CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Dura-Lite Heat Transfer Products
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the
OOIDA Membership Department
at 816-229-5791 for details on these offers.

OOIDA
Preparing for your
income tax filings?
Don’t forget to include any permitting and licensing
expenses you might have incurred this past year.
These are deductible business expenses and could
affect the amount that Uncle Sam receives from you!

Join OOIDA today, call 816-229-5791
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY 2018
2018

Safe Driving Award
Recipients
Member

Years

Antonio Menjivar .................... 3
Lewis Lester Wilson ............... 5
Brandon S. Davis ................... 6
Jack Tanner ............................ 6
Dennis Milliron ....................... 9
Charles R. Paar .................... 11
Randolph C. Campbell ........ 12
Kenneth Bristo...................... 13
Thomas Lynn ....................... 13
Steven L. Savage ................. 14
Harry A. Fleck ...................... 15
Russell V. Minor.................... 15
Richard B. Donahue Jr......... 22
Mark A. Mitchell ................... 26
Harold E. Parker................... 27
William E. Broyles Jr. ........... 37

Missouri Movers Association
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors

Sponsored by

LAND
LAND LINE
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The race to an automation
nation with autonomous
vehicles has taken an
interesting turn.
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

A

utonomous and self-driving technology is in the
news more and more now. Some of that news
is about progress and some about the growing
magnitude of the pursuit. More companies are
getting involved. More resources are being committed.
We may or may not see self-driving trucks any sooner,
but there is a technology race on, and the world is
watching.
The world first noticed when Daimler demonstrated
autonomous trucks in 2014 on a highway in Germany
and at the Hoover Dam in Nevada. Daimler wanted the
world to notice. The company paid travel expenses for
journalists from all over the world to come and see. The
demonstration in Nevada was particularly spectacular
and made news everywhere. Volvo and Paccar quickly
publicized their own efforts, but their demos were less
mature than Daimler’s and made far less of a splash.
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Then newcomers began to show up. Otto was the
first in May 2016. Otto was launched by three former
employees of the Google Self-Driving Car Project,
a group that would spin off as Waymo in December
2016. The ex-Google guys outfitted Volvo trucks for
autonomous operation and in October 2016 hauled a
commercial load of beer for Anheuser Busch. That feat
generated tons of publicity.
There wasn’t much publicity at all for a company
named Embark when it popped up on the radar screen late
in 2016. They haven’t gotten much publicity since, but in
November of last year they blew past Otto’s single beer
run with regular, autonomous truck runs between Texas
and California hauling loads of appliances for Electrolux
in cooperation with Ryder Systems. Embark’s trucks hook
up to and drop trailers at convenient end points on I-10.
Local drivers ferry the trailers back and forth between
the highway drops and the nearby shipping and delivery
locations. Even if his hands may not be on it, a real driver
is behind the wheel for the entire 650-mile line haul – at
least for now. Given its commercial and ongoing nature,
this Embark project is a big deal (See sidebar).
Last year it seemed that Otto had dropped out of the
race. Not long after its launch, Otto was bought by Uber
and not long after that, the company blew up in a scandal
over allegedly stolen technology. The accusations by
Waymo, where three Otto founders had worked, led Uber
to fold Otto’s autonomous truck effort into its own selfFEBRUARY 2018
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High tech
head-to-head

driving car group. Autonomous trucks were not an Uber
concern, we were told.
But in December we learned Uber is interested
in autonomous trucks after all. Uber is working on
autonomous trucks in San Francisco and Pittsburgh.
Then it turned out Waymo, which we thought was only
interested in cars, is also working on autonomous trucks.

Autonomous Mobility Applique System (AMAS) (Photo: Lockheed-Martin)

Toyota’s Project Portal hydrogen fuel cell Class 8 truck. (Photo: Toyota)

In addition, Lockheed-Martin is working with the U.S.
Army on driverless trucks that will reduce casualties
caused by improvised explosive devices, the dreaded
IEDs. Also, WABCO and other suppliers are making
major investments in autonomous truck technology.
What appears to be the dawn of an electric truck era
broke over North America last year with demonstrations
by Tesla and its competitor, Nikola. Meanwhile, Toyota
is testing an electric semi in California. Tesla’s truck
is purely electric. In the Nikola and Toyota trucks,
hydrogen engines will charge the batteries that supply
the electric power. To one degree or another, all will be
autonomous.
Things are moving more quickly where cars are
concerned. Recently Waymo announced an audacious
Continued on Page 63
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Are they sneaking
up on us?

Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

513-476-7032
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Maybe we’ll never see a star-spangled introduction of
self-driving trucks. Maybe there will be no spectacular
press event with demos in New York City traffic.
Instead there is a creeping organic process going on.
Technology is relieving us of our driving responsibilities
slowly, one at a time.
First came cruise control. We kind of liked that. Made
things easy for the right foot. Then came adaptive
cruise control that slowed or accelerated depending on
distance from the vehicle ahead. That was cool.
Next was collision avoidance (now called collision
mitigation) for a heads-up when we’re about to crash
into something. Then we had lane recognition to keep
us on the straight and narrow, so to speak, and assisted
braking.
Now there is something called “evasive maneuver
assist,” or EMA. Suppliers ZF and EMA developed
the system that takes over steering and braking in a
potential crash situation.
They all add up to the autonomous truck that pretty
much takes care of everything, at least on the open
road. Your job is to drive the last mile and back it in.
On the road you just occupy the driver’s seat in case
something goes wrong.
The way things look right now? That could be pretty
often.
Self-driving vehicles are not ready for everyday use,
and it doesn’t appear they will be all that soon. In
Australia, for example, self-driving cars have trouble
recognizing kangaroos, and self-driving anything finds
it hard to anticipate a human being – riding a bike,
driving a car, or walking across the street. Self-driving
technology can’t begin to understand and react to all the
driving possibilities that humans recognize instantly.
One technology developer said progress has been
rapid because the first 99 percent of the self-driving
challenges is relatively easy. “Compared to the last
1 percent,” he said, “the first 99 percent is a walk in the
park.” LL
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By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

GIZMOS & GEARS
From Page 61

plan for an automated taxi service in a limited portion of
Chandler, Ariz., a Phoenix suburb. Waymo’s Chryslerbuilt minivans will be totally automated – no foot
pedals, no steering wheel, no backup driver. They will
have panels to enable a passenger to communicate with
the system. For example, according to Waymo, a rider

Keep life
in focus.
Waymo announced plan for automated taxi service. (Photo: Waymo)

Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.

Uber to buy 24,000 SUVs. (Photo: Uber)

will be able to tell the cab to pull over. He or she will
also be able to contact support.
Think that’s a big deal? Here’s a bigger one:
According to Bloomberg News, Waymo’s rival Uber
has made a deal with Volvo to buy 24,000 SUVs. Uber
plans to retrofit the Volvos to make them driverless. The
vehicles will be delivered from 2019 to 2021, not all
that long from now. The idea is to make the ride-hailing
service more competitive by eliminating its largest cost
factor – drivers.
Bloomberg points out the big car manufacturers are
jittery about the surge in driverless car development.
If the cost of systems like Uber is low enough, some
people will no longer buy cars of their own.
While Embark’s project with Electrolux and Ryder
is a landmark on the way to driverless trucks, we’ll see
driverless cars in use first – and by a good margin. LL
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Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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Billionaires
bet big

The future of trucking
has the potential to
be quite profitable,
at least according to
recent investments by
two billionaires.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

I

n the last quarter of 2017, Warren
Buffett and Elon Musk each
made an announcement regarding
their upcoming stake in the trucking
industry. They both have the
potential to shake things up.

Tesla Semi
Musk made headlines in November
for the highly anticipated
announcement of Tesla’s all-electric
truck aptly (and perhaps pompously)
named Semi. In an attempt to hype
up the debut, Musk tweeted “This
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will blow your mind clear out of
your skull and into an alternate
dimension.”
Some minds were blown, while
others remained skeptical.
Musk made a lot of wild claims
about the capabilities of the Semi
during the unveiling party. “Wild”
in the sense that it could be a game
changer if said claims are true and
accurate.
According to Palo Alto, Calif.based Tesla Inc., the Semi has two
base models: a 300-mile and a 500mile range truck. Both can reach
0-60 mph in 20 seconds with a full
load of 80,000 pounds. The truck
also can drive up a 5 percent grade
at 65 mph.
Semi is powered by four
independent motors on the rear
axles, which consume less than
2 kilowatt hour (kWh) per mile.
That is impressive. Perhaps too
impressive.
Nikola Motor Co., a hydrogen
truck manufacturer based in
Salt Lake City, does not believe

the claims. In a series of tweets
posted (and since deleted) after the
announcement, Nikola said:
“Elon Musk, Tesla is full of it.
It takes 2.5 to 3.1 kWh/mile to
move freight at 65-70 mph at load
(flat ground). 500 miles? Would
take 1,100-1,550 kWh of storage.
Misleading? Batteries weigh 8-10
lbs per kWh = 11k-15k lbs. Better
coefficient drag than supercars…”
That last dig was a reference to
Musk’s claim that Tesla’s Semi
has a better coefficient drag than
supercars. Nikola continued:
“That is assuming you have NO
HILLS. Perfect weather. No A/C. If
you add normal temps and regular
driving, with hills and delivery,
you would see 3-4 kWh/mile. With
his pack, you’d get 125-200 miles
range. I guess he ‘Blew his mind out
of his skull with a portal gun.’”
Nikola has plenty of reason to
be skeptical. With a price tag of
$375,000 for its hydrogen-fueled
truck, Semi could cause some
problems if electric trucks proved to
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on trucking
industry

be just as efficient or more efficient
and at a lower price.
Which leads us to the question
every trucker wants an answer to:
How much does Semi cost?
According to Tesla’s website,
the 300-mile range truck will run
$150,000 and the 500-mile range
truck will cost $180,000. Both
models will require a $20,000
deposit. Meanwhile, the Founders
Series model (the one with all
the bells and whistles) will cost
$200,000 and requires the purchaser
to put down the full $200,000 when
reserving a truck.
As of press time, details about
the pricing are not known. For
example, the relatively low cost of
Semi could be a result of a battery
leasing program. The idea here is
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Buffett’s investment
may have some indirect
connections to Tesla’s
all-electric truck as he
has invested heavily in
renewable energy.
that Tesla would reduce the price
tag by charging $0.25/mile for
what is assumed to be the largest
manufacturing expense: the batteries.
Despite the lack of details, several
large companies have already jumped
on board.
On Dec. 12, Reuters confirmed
that PepsiCo had reserved 100 Semi
trucks, the largest public purchase
of the truck by a single company.
One week later, UPS announced its

purchase of 125 Tesla Semis.
Other companies that have reserved
a Semi:
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Sysco – 50 trucks
Anheuser Busch – 40 trucks
Loblaw – 25 trucks
Wal-Mart – 15 trucks
DHL Supply Chain – 10 trucks
Meijer – 4 trucks
JK Moving – 4 trucks
J.B. Hunt – “multiple” trucks
(exact number unknown)
Ryder – placed an “order for a
fleet” (exact number unknown)
Fercam – 1 truck
Girteka Logistics – 1 truck
Fortigo Freight Services – 1 truck
Flexport.com – 1 truck
Best Transportation – 1 truck
Mecca and Son Trucking – 1 truck
Continued on Page 66

LAND LINE 65

INDUSTRY INSIGHT

From Page 65

Totaling more than 350 trucks
without knowing the number of
trucks purchased by J.B. Hunt and
Ryder, Tesla has already raked in
tens of millions of dollars with
Semi orders without any kind of
track record.

Berkshire Hathaway invests
heavily in truck stops
In what seemed like an unexpected
move, Warren Buffett’s Omaha,
Neb.-based Berkshire Hathaway
struck a deal with Pilot Flying J
for a dramatic shift of ownership
in the coming years. Berkshire
will acquire nearly 40 percent of
PFJ. In 2023, Berkshire will own a
majority stake, transferring power
from the hands of the Haslam
family.
Berkshire’s initial minority
investment of 38.6 percent will
allow the Haslams to continue
to own a majority 50.1 percent
of PFJ, with Jimmy Haslam
remaining chief executive officer.
Management team, president and
headquarters in Knoxville, Tenn.,
also will remain.
The Haslams’ 50.1 percent
ownership and FJ Management’s
11.3 percent will stay intact until
2023. Berkshire will acquire an
additional 41.4 percent in 2023,
giving Buffett’s holding company
an 80 percent majority stake. After
2023, the Haslams will maintain
20 percent ownership and remain
involved with PFJ.
“Trucks are going to be around
for a very long time,” Buffett said
to Bloomberg News. “Who knows
when driverless trucks are going
to come along and what level of
penetration they have. There is
nothing that we own that doesn’t
have something in the future that
might affect it.”
Buffett has been widely known
66 LAND LINE

for acquiring family-owned
businesses. Berkshire has a
reputation of keeping business as
usual while maintaining a longterm investment, rather than other
investment models that include
making changes and selling at a
profit.
In a letter to investors, Buffett
mentioned family-owned
businesses that plan to sell have
two options: sell to a competitor or
sell to a “Wall Street buyer.” Buffet
informed investors of a third option
that Berkshire offers:
“Berkshire offers a third choice
to the business owner who wishes
to sell: a permanent home, in
which the company’s people and
culture will be retained (though,
occasionally, management changes
will be needed). Beyond that, any
business we acquire dramatically
increases its financial strength and
ability to grow. Its days of dealing
with banks and Wall Street analysts
are also forever ended.”
Berkshire has ownership with
BNSF Railway, Duracell, Fruit
of the Loom, Geico, Helzberg
Diamonds, Justin Brands, Kraft
Heinz, Nebraska Furniture Mart
and dozens of other companies. In
2016, Berkshire had total assets

valued at more than $600 billion
with a net income of more than
$24 billion.
Buffett’s investment may have
some indirect connections to
Tesla’s all-electric truck as he has
invested heavily in renewable
energy. Berkshire Hathaway
Energy – formerly MidAmerican
Energy Co. – is big on wind
turbines. MidAmerican Energy
began investing in renewable
energy in 2004 with a vision to
provide 100 percent renewable
energy to its customers using wind
and solar energy.
How is this relevant?
MidAmerican Energy is also a
champion of electric vehicles, with
a section of its website dedicated
to EVs.
The problem electric
vehicles face today is a lack of
infrastructure. If Buffett predicts
massive financial gains in EVs,
what better way to realize that
potential than to buy the nation’s
largest truck stop? By doing this,
Buffett can transform PFJ into
the leader of electric-vehicle
infrastructure by implementing
a business model that installs
charging stations at every PFJ
location. LL
FEBRUARY 2018

FEBRUARY 2018

LAND LINE 67

TRUCKING ESSENTIALS

Is a used truck
on your horizon?

By Suzanne Stempinski
contributing ﬁeld editor

I

t’s time to buy a tractor. A brand
spanking new one is priced
higher than you want your budget

to stretch, and you don’t want to be
the truck owner who takes the hit
on depreciation as you drive off the
dealer’s lot. So where do you look?
What do you need to know? How do
you know if you’re getting a good one
or a money pit?
You’ve got a lot of choices. It might
be that the perfect truck for you
currently belongs to your neighbor’s
wife’s cousin down the road. Maybe
you have the opportunity to pick up
a pre-owned truck from a fleet or roll
the dice at an equipment auction. You
might choose to search online. Or go
to a truck dealer and see what they’ve
got in inventory that might be right for
you. What’s the most important spec
for your particular operation?
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Inspections
“Don’t buy with your eyes. Select with
your eyes, and then have it inspected
before you buy,” recommends Rick
Clark, president of the Stockbridge,
Ga.-based Used Truck Association. “If
I were considering buying a truck, I’d
have it run on a dyno first. And have an
oil analysis done.”
So what will those tell you?
A dynamometer, or “dyno” for short,
is a device for measuring force, torque
or power. For example, the power
produced by an engine, motor or other
rotating prime mover can be calculated
by simultaneously measuring torque and
RPMs.
A dyno test can tell you if you’ve got
correct horsepower going to the wheels.
It will indicate whether or not you’ve
got good boost pressure. And you want
to check for compression in the cooling
system – which should be zero. The
results of your test on the dyno can
give you a pretty good idea of internal
engine wear, which can be an indicator
of future maintenance needed. Now the
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If a new truck is
not in the budget,
the used truck
market has really
stepped up its
game, giving you
plenty of options
and reassurances
for buying used.
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test itself costs $500 to $600, but if it
saves you from a head gasket failure
($3,500 to $6,200) or an engine teardown ($16,000 plus), it is money well
spent.
A laboratory oil analysis of a
lubricant’s properties, suspended
contaminants, and wear debris can help
you anticipate and minimize costly
repairs. For example, if your oil sample
tests for elevated levels of sodium and
boron, there’s a pretty good chance that
the EGR cooler has a leak. That $20
test can save you a bundle down the
road.
It’s not the age of the truck that
matters as much as it is the mileage.
Good mileage on a used truck varies by
how well it has been maintained. The
fewer the miles, the greater likelihood

you’ll have more time before
addressing big-ticket items. The sweet
spot in the secondary market seems to
be between 400,000 and 600,000 miles.
With anticipated life span of 1 million
miles before a major overhaul, you can
save a bundle and have money to set
aside for future needs.

Check out OEMs
Got a particular brand in mind? Just
as with new or used automobiles, the
costs of new and used trucks vary
by brand. Every original equipment
manufacturer offers a pre-owned truck
program. On average, the cost of a
Continued on Page 70

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and Puritan Life
Insurance Company of America of Austin, TX*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 11823 Winston-Salem, NC 27116.
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.

FEBRUARY 2018

LAND LINE 69

TRUCKING ESSENTIALS

The fate of

glider kits

By Land Line staff

A glider kit is a brand-new truck
body mounted on a pair of
new frame rails. It includes a
cab assembly, hood, sleeper (if
equipped), radiator, steer axle,
front tires/wheels, fuel tanks
and battery boxes.
A traditional glider kit lacks
an engine, transmission,
rear suspension and axles.
However, “rolling” glider kits are
gaining in popularity. A rolling
glider includes a complete rear
suspension, with new drive
axles, rear tires/wheels and a
fifth wheel.
A glider will cost from
$75,000 to $97,000. By the
time you get your powertrain,
clutch, drive-shafts, batteries,
cables, hoses and all the
miscellaneous parts gathered
up, paid for and installed, you
will likely be approaching a new
truck price.
Why a kit? Several reasons,
but the first and foremost is
to avoid having a new truck
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that is loaded
down with all the
DPF filters, DEF
fluid, EGRs and
other undesirable
emission
restrictions that we
all are frustrated
with. By installing
an older engine
in a new kit, you
can avoid all of
the clutter on the
emission system.
Another glider kit advantage
is that it’s typically exempt
from federal excise tax. You will
save thousands by building a
kit truck versus driving a new
truck off the dealership lot and
paying all the FET on it.
The Environmental Protection
Agency’s Greenhouse Gas
Phase 2 regulation that is now
in effect is designed to limit the
number of glider kits sold each
year. However, the agency,
much to the delight of many
truckers, has determined it
does not have the authority to
regulate gliders. The logic is
that gliders are not technically
“new” trucks and outside the
agency’s enforcement abilities.
As Land Line went to press, a
comment period on a proposal
to remove glider kits from the
GHG Phase 2 regulation had
recently closed. The agency is
now considering the comments
and will issue a final rule in the
near future, determining the
fate of glider kits. LL
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2- or 3-year-old truck in good condition
with reasonable miles is around 30 percent
less than the cost of a new truck with
comparable specs.
So where do the dealers get their trucks?
OEMs provide their largest new truck
customers – the largest, most successful
fleets in the country – with a residual
commitment at the time they purchase
a new truck. That means the truck they
purchased new today will be worth
a certain amount two, three, four or
five years from now. They have the
opportunity to trade the truck back at
that residual commitment. Some trucks
get to the dealers through outright trades
and some may come through equipment
auctions. Fleet spec’d trucks are built to
maximize fuel economy and minimize
downtime.
Red Oval Certified is Peterbilt’s certified
pre-owned truck program. Every Red Oval
truck passes a 150 point, factory-certified
inspection. Peterbilt Class 8 models
equipped with the Paccar MX engine are
protected by the Paccar engines pre-owned
warranty.
Red Oval Certified inventory has trucks
that are four model years or newer with
less than 450,000 miles and that can pass
DOT certification.
“People are picking Peterbilt because
of the iconic red oval,” said Anthony
Gansle, director of sales and marketing
administration. “They’re staying because
of the quality and that they are built to last
a long time.”
Guarantees and warranties are
increasingly important in the secondary
truck marketplace. In many cases, the
original manufacturer’s warranties on the
engine, drivetrain and other components
is transferrable to a second owner.
Additionally, extended warranties may be
available.
Daimler Trucks is the biggest player
in the new truck market with a roughly
40 percent market share. So it stands to
reason that they’re huge players in the
secondary market as well.
When a used truck comes into their
inventory, it goes through an inspection
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process – a thorough review of the
vehicle both mechanical and cosmetic.
The reconditioning process puts that
truck in ready-to-roll condition. There
are strict standards that must be met in
order for a truck to be DOT-certified
and eligible to participate in the Select
Limited Warranty program.
The warranty is OEM-backed. That
means the truck can be serviced
through the Freightliner or Western
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Star dealer network. There is no
deductible. No aggregate claim limits.
That means there’s no ceiling on the
amount of money that a repair won’t
cost you. Progressive damage is
covered – when something fails – an
injector or turbo (for example) – they
tend to wipe out everything
downstream – like the after-treatment
device. Their warranty covers that,
too.
Why would they do that? Paying
repair costs can be fiercely expensive,
and used trucks by their very definition
come with miles and wear on them.
“It is not a huge money-making
proposition for us, but it is a big,
big differentiator for us,” explained
Drew Backeberg, president and
general manager of Daimler Trucks
Remarketing. “We know that the
reliability of the truck and minimizing
the downtime for the truck is
important to us. We have the best

warranty in the industry and we want
to keep it that way. We want to satisfy
our customers and we want them to be
successful.”
The No. 1 cause of delinquency and
repossession is mechanical failure. It’s
not that the owner-operator or small
fleet owner was a bad business person.
It was that they encountered a failure
they could not overcome. If we could
avoid the expense by doing a thorough
inspection of the truck up front or
provide a warranty that keeps that
owner in business, we all benefit.
If you are considering buying your
first used truck or next new truck, do
your homework. Gravitate to one of
the OEMs. The OEMs have a lot of
resources that they can put behind
those good used trucks that contribute
to their success. Know who you’re
doing business with. They have the
resources to help you. LL
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The introduction
of ÔRat Rod 2Õ
A

72 LAND LINE

“Ruff and Ready” comes complete with a Mercury sleeper.

To further the rat rod theme, brass knucks adorn the rat.

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

nyone familiar with me knows that I am a “Rat Rod”
junkie. I must say that I can’t get enough of this style
of customizing.
Rat Rods are affordable when compared to building
show trucks, and the territory is wide open for creativity
and new concepts within the genre.
In 2008, I modified a somewhat notorious Peterbilt 359
that quickly got dubbed “Rat Rod.” In fact, that truck was
really more of a “Salvage yard/Sanford and Son/Johnny
Cash ‘One Piece at a Time’” rig, rather than a true rat rod.
Today, let me introduce you to Rat Rod 2.
This 1986 Peterbilt became ours after a shop customer
didn’t settle his bill after we had done some work on the
truck. After sitting around here for a few years, the guys in
the shop got hungry to do some rat rod mods of their own,
so they got their ideas together, gathered up all kinds of
old parts and iron, and tore into it.
Before we even pulled the truck in the shop, we spent
25 to 30 days just hitting swap meets, yard sales, antique
malls and scrapyards gathering items. I had bought this old
Mercury sleeper some years ago, and had been saving it
for the perfect project. So this seemed to be the sleeper of
choice for our build. Our crew put a large Unibilt opening
in the Merc sleeper as well as in the back of the 359 cab to
modernize the 359 just a bit.
A guy can walk around this truck three times, take it all
in, and every trip you take around the truck you will notice
several new features you hadn’t seen before.
Let’s just focus on the exterior for now. Starting at the
front, you can’t miss the custom-made aluminum bumpercomplete with bullet holes. Then, the “359” license plate,
the brass knucks hood ornament, the rusted-out headlight
buckets, and the “fire scorched” air cleaners that have band
saw blades for filter straps will make you smile. Next,
permit panels on the battery boxes appropriately showcase
the “Left Overs Transport” logo, and the worn and rusty
exhaust stacks wrapped with high-heat exhaust tape are
priceless. One-off mirror brackets that Michael made out

Reminds you of the Johnny Cash song “One Piece at a Time.”
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Interior design is equally as fun as the exterior.

of aluminum square tubing, old fuel tanks from a wrecking
yard, and a frame cover that consists of pallet wood, old
galvanized barn tin and a piece or two of expanded metal
grating all add to the cool factor.
On top of the frame sits an air tank that has been
modified to appear like a BBQ grill. The rear fenders are
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Yep. The passenger seat is a tractor seat on an old wash bucket.

stitched together from three or four tattered aluminum and
stainless full fenders. The back of the frame is adorned by a
homemade rear T bumper that features an R.I.P shaped “jail
bar” cut out. Why did this get included? Who knows? That’s
what makes the rat rod scene so unique and fun.
Continued on Page 85
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Wacky wipers and reprogramming transmissions

Q

I have a 2006 Kenworth W900L that has a
windshield wiper issue.
Over the summer, the intermittent part of the wipers
basically quit. If I turn them first to the intermittent
setting, the wipers will start from their center starting
position, go across the window and stop at the outside
edge. They will remain there until I flip the switch
off and back on to make them come back to center.
They will do this through all intermittent settings.
The wipers work on low and high just fine. I’ve had
the wiper/turn signal switch changed and have even
replaced the wiper motor. Still have the same issue.

Each new generation of
automated manual transmission
had improvements at many levels,
not just reprogrammed control
modules.
My local shop and local KW dealer just shake their
heads and shrug their shoulders. I am wondering if
this may be the truck’s computer under the center
console about ready to quit? I don’t know.
I’ve learned to adapt to it over the past summer and
try not to use them as long as I can hold out for fear
that they will all-out quit one day in the worst place
possible.
Any advice would be helpful.

A

I have not experienced your specific wiper
problem. However, I have been blessed
with friends at all the major OEMs and component
manufacturers. The information was available to your
dealer, had they chosen to dig a bit further for it.
Truck makers’ engineering departments have people
who specialize on virtually every application of every
component on a truck. I sent your question to Kenworth,
and they came back with this response from their
engineering team.
“Since the turn stalk and wiper motor have been
replaced, we will assume those components don’t have
any issues. From the symptoms you describe, you may
have an issue with the wiper park circuit. That circuit is
responsible for returning the wipers to the down position
74 LAND LINE

during intermittent wiper operation. Check for wiper
park issues by turning on the low speed wipers and then
turning them off when the wipers are high on the glass.
If the wipers don’t return to their parked position, you
have an issue with the park circuit.
“As a first step to resolving the issue, we recommend
checking the four fuses used in the wiper circuit. Turn
(to) Mod Pwr (Fuse D3), Rly Pwr (H10), Wipe/Wash
(H5), and Wipr Prk (F8). If the fuses check OK, you can
check the two relays in the wiper circuit: the wiper on/
off relay and the wiper high/low relay. If the relays are
OK, you will want to check the electrical connections
for solid engagement and clean the electrical terminals.
Those connections include the turn stalk control module,
turn stalk, and wiper motor. If everything checks OK,
the last remaining component in the wiper system is
the turn stalk control module. This controls the wiper
operation, and may need to be replaced.
“As an aside, if the low and intermittent wiper speeds
quit, wiper high is wired separately and should still
work. This was done for safety considerations: If one
quits, the other is still available so you can drive safely
until the truck can be repaired.”

Q

I have two Peterbilts. My brother drives
my 2011, and I drive the 2013. Both have
Cummins 550-horsepower engines with automatic
transmissions. His has an AutoShift with three pedals
and mine is an UltraShift with two. I keep reading
about advances in these automated transmissions
yielding 8 mpg and more. Since these are the triedand-true Fuller boxes with electronic controls to do
the shifting, I would like to get them reprogrammed to
give improved mpg like the latest UltraShift Plus. My
dealer says “no” but he won’t tell me why. I think he
just doesn’t know how or has no one trained to do it.
Can you help?

A

Your dealer probably checked with his
Roadranger service technician who told him
“no” but may not have explained why. I checked
with a spokesman from Eaton who told me each new
generation of automated manual transmission (not
“automatic”) had improvements at many levels, not
just reprogrammed control modules. Everything from
manufacturing procedures to materials to computer
communications with the engines’ control modules was
FEBRUARY 2018

upgraded, so it’s not quite as simple as one might think.
That’s why the dealer said no.

Q

I was talking to some drivers at a truck stop
a week ago and one mentioned his fleet put
something inside all their tires, and it improved the
ride. He didn’t know the name but it had something to
do with balancing the tires. Have you heard anything
about this kind of thing? What is it, and is it safe to
use?

A

There are several products on the market that
claim to improve wheel balance and thus
improve ride. Some have stood the test of time and
seem to be effective. Like externally mounted wheel
balancers, they operate by shifting a mass inside the tire
to achieve a dynamic balance. Some also claim to seal
minor punctures or to cool the tires to extend their life.
Some are liquids, with or without fibrous materials to
plug leaks, but that’s a different question.
The most common are Equal and Counteract. They
are both fine bead-like powders that, when placed in a
tire or injected through the valve stem, provide enough
moveable mass to correct tire imbalance. TMC issued
a Recommended Practice, RP 246A, on this subject. It
cautions that “Since these materials will be in constant
contact with both tire and wheel interior surfaces, issues
such as chemical compatibility, abrasion resistance,
corrosion and possible material changes must be
considered for tire, wheel, valve and other components.”
For the full RP, contact TMC at 703-838-1763. LL

12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399

DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.
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OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499

GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, Next to Pilot Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
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TransForce acquires Trucking Unlimited
Trucking staffing firm TransForce
has recently acquired Trucking
Unlimited, operator of
TruckDrivingJobs.com, according to a news release.
Founded in 1991, TransForce started with just three offices before
growing into one of the largest workforce solutions company in
the transportation industry. According to its website, TransForce
dispatches more than 2,500 drivers daily.
Trucking Unlimited was founded in 2012 and also focuses
on finding jobs for drivers. According to its website, Trucking
Unlimited “is among the few jobsites that specifically caters to what
truck drivers need.” The user-friendly job board allows drivers to
search by location, position or pay category.

Chinese social networking company
acquires Trucker Path
Trucker Path Inc. has recently been
acquired by Chinese company
Renren, according to a news
release. Renren operates social
networking services and an internet finance business in China.
Renren will acquire 100 percent of Trucker Path, a social platform
for the trucking industry in the United States. The Chinese media
company will take over the Trucker Path app, a user-based data app
where truckers aid each other in trip planning. According to Trucker
Path’s website, “thousands of truckers all over the country use the
app to discuss the best truck stops, available parking nearby, weigh
stations status, fuel prices and more.” More than 600,000 drivers
are involved in the community.
In addition to the Trucker Path app, the company also launched
the Truckloads app, a mobile marketplace providing freight load
matching with over 3 million loads posted monthly.

Big Road offers help to track trailer
capacity and logs hours too
Canadian ELD marketer Big Road now
offers a device that provides up-todate information on a trailer’s available
capacity and location so that drivers are
able to know exactly when and where they are able to take on more
loads.
The Radar-M devices allow BigRoad’s customers to track available
load capacity of its trailers, helping them match drivers with
additional shipments along their route, according to a news release.
Radar-M is part of the BigRoad Freight program, which also logs
hours of service via the BigRoad Mobile App electronic logbook.
Big Road is a division of Toronto-based Fleet Complete, which
offers dispatching, fleet tracking and mobile resource management
solutions to more than 265,000 subscribers and 10,000 businesses
worldwide. The device is produced by software developer
BlackBerry Ltd., Waterloo, Ontario.
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Peterbilt shortens Model 579’s
stopping distance
Rear disc brakes are now available
on the Peterbilt Model 579 truck.
Peterbilt Motors Co., Denton,
Texas, introduced Model 579 in
2012 with front disc brakes. By
adding rear disc brakes, the company has been able to reduce the
distance needed to bring the truck to a stop.
Air disc brakes offer precise brake adjustment, better force
distribution, even pad wear, and reduced brake fade, according to a
news release.
Other safety features that Peterbilt offers as standard options
include electronic stability control and Bendix Wingman lighting
systems that increase visibility and headlamp coverage.

Daseke acquires three trucking companies
valued at more than $300 million
Trucking company Daseke Inc.,
based in Addison, Texas, has
recently announced its acquisition
of three trucking firms, according
to a news release. Although Daseke did not disclose the amount
paid, Reuters calculated the combined revenue of the three
companies at $320 million.
Daseke, the largest flatbed and specialized transportation
company in North America, has acquired Tennessee Steel Haulers,
The Roadmaster Group, and Moore Freight Service Inc. Daseke has
more than 5,200 tractors, 11,000 flatbed/specialized trailers and
industrial warehousing space of more than 1 million square feet.

More than 400,000 Daimler trucks recalled
for brake light issue
A NHTSA recall acknowledgment
shows that more than 400,000
Freightliner and Western Star
trucks model years 2008-18 are subject to the recall. Brake lights
in affected trucks may not go on after hitting the brakes hard. The
brake light pressure switch may not activate with a light touch after
a hard pressure is applied.
Affected trucks include (all model years 2008-18):
• Freightliner Cascadia • Western Star 4700
• Western Star 4900
• Western Star 5700
• Western Star 6900
The recall notice states that failure of brake lights being activated
could increase the risk of a crash, as trailing motorists will not be
warned of a slowing down truck.
Daimler Trucks North America will notify owners of affected trucks
and make appropriate repairs free of charge. DTNA was expected
to begin the recall process on Jan. 25. For questions, call DTNA at
800-547-0712 with recall number FL-756. NHTSA’s recall number
for this defect is 17V-761. LL
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BEYOND THE BUZZ

Truck stops add parking spaces, upgrade facilities in 2017
As truck parking continues
to be a problem, private
industry stepped up to the
plate in 2017.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

ast year, private truck stops
added several locations and even
more parking spots. In total, the
Big Three truck stops – Love’s,
TravelCenters of America and
Pilot Flying J – added more than
3,000 truck parking spots to the
infrastructure in 2017, with Love’s
leading the pack with the most
spaces added.

L

Love’s Travel Stops
Love’s closed out the year with
its final store opening in midDecember off of Interstate 35 in
Troy, Texas. For the year, Love’s
opened 36 new stores. With those
new locations came approximately
2,600 new truck parking spaces.
“2017 was an active year for
Love’s at the store level and
beyond,” Frank Love, co-CEO of
Oklahoma City, Okla.-based Love’s

Travel Stops and Country Store, said
in a statement. “We opened 36 new
locations, all of which were built
from the ground up; entered into
the state of Montana; and acquired
Speedco, a well-known company
serving the trucking industry. We’re
providing for customers in new
ways and in more areas than ever
before.”
Love’s also added almost 200
showers. Nearly 40 locations now
offer public laundry facilities,
according to a Love’s news release.
All of the new locations include
such amenities as showers, parking,
DEF and quick-service restaurants.
After opening a location in Hardin,
Mont., Love’s now has locations in
41 states. More than 20,000 people
work at more than 440 locations
across the nation.
In September, Love’s acquired

Speedco from Nashville, Tenn.based Bridgestone Americas.
Speedco is a national network of
service locations that provides quick
lube and inspection services to the
trucking industry. The acquisition
will add 52 trucking services and
lube locations to Love’s network.
When all is said and done, Love’s
will have 323 tire service and lube
facilities.

TravelCenters of America
The number of new locations for
Westlake, Ohio-based TravelCenters
of America, operators of the TA
and Petro Stopping Centers brands,
is small: one in South Carolina.

However, there is a perfectly
reasonable explanation for this:
“We have spent a lot of time and
effort to continue to maintain and

Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
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upgrade our existing facilities,”
TA and Petro spokesman Tom
Liutkus told Land Line. “Given
they are extensively larger and
offer more services to our guests/
drivers, we make sure the facilities
have a regular rotational calendar
for remodels and improvements.
The comfort of our customers is of
utmost importance.”
With that said, TA and Petro
remodeled 25 travel stores and 41
quick-service restaurants. Showers
and restrooms were remodeled at
nine locations. Additionally, TA
and Petro opened three new tableserve restaurants and nine new
quick-service restaurants.
Although only one location
was added, that did not prevent
TA and Petro from adding more
truck parking spaces. According to
Liutkus, 135 truck parking spaces
were added in 2017.
The new location in Columbia,
S.C., is nothing to scoff at. Liutkus
described the Columbia location as
being “decked out with a 16-lane
bowling alley and a large game
room (smaller version of a Dave &
Busters).”

Pilot Flying J
While Love’s was busy adding
new locations and TravelCenters
of America was hard at work
making sure existing locations

FEBRUARY 2018

are in tip-top shape, Pilot Flying
J lies somewhere in the middle.
In 2017, PFJ opened eight new
locations and completed facility
enhancement projects at more than
50 locations.

Addressing the truck parking
shortage “continues to be a
focus of Pilot Flying J,” a PFJ
spokesperson told Land Line.
PFJ added more than 500 spaces
throughout its locations. Earlier in
2017, PFJ announced new parking
sensors that allow truckers to track
availability through the myPilot
app.
Speaking of the myPilot app,
users can now login to view live
parking availability at certain
locations. Drivers will also be
able to make Prime Parking
reservations via the app. Other
upgrades to the app include map
Continued on Page 81
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Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Starting a small trucking business,
and protecting your money

Q

What are my chances of
being successful in a new
trucking business?

A

We can comment on small
businesses in general. Most
small businesses are a success.
According to the Small Business
Administration, 80 percent of
businesses started in 2014 were still
in business over one year later,
which was the highest success rate
since 2005. About half of all new
businesses are in business five years
later. A third of all new businesses
will still be up and running 10 years
later. The smaller ones, i.e., one to
five employees, often have a higher
success rate.

The more you drive, the
more money you make.
It’s a simple temptation to
sleep less and make more
money. Don’t. It’s not
worth it.
Your small business can help you
replace the good paying job lost in
the recession and is a path toward an
independent middle-class lifestyle.
With the current unemployment rate
low, many of the newer jobs added
have come with a low salary. The
higher paying jobs now available
usually require certain levels of
technical knowledge. With the
outlook for continued improvement
in the economy, now may be an
opportune time for those familiar
80 LAND LINE

with the trucking industry, such as
company drivers, to start their own
small trucking business.
As you consider moving forward,
you need to start working on a
business plan. A business plan is a
company statement that describes
the company to customers,
suppliers, bankers, and future
employees. It is used by potential
creditors such as bank and truck
dealers for financing equipment.
A business plan will also include
financial information such as a
budget showing your sales and
expenses along with your projected
net income. You will also need to
have a cash flow statement so that
the banks or financers can verify
that you will be making sufficient
money to pay back any loans you
may incur. Your business plan
should also include a description
of your business, your product, and
your hauls and why you feel your
business will be profitable.
When you are crafting your
business plan and making decisions
whether to move forward, start
building your support network.
Choosing the right advisers will
help you avoid a large number of
problems and costly mistakes as
you build and maintain the financial
foundation of your successful
trucking business. A qualified
attorney and accountant will be of
great help.

Q

I’m a self-employed owneroperator who is married

with three children. I can’t sleep
at night because I worry about
what will happen to my family if
something happens to me.

A

You are the sole support of
your family, and therefore
have a huge responsibility to protect
them.

Q
A

How can I protect my
family?

Our suggestion is to find an
insurance agent to help
guide you through insurance
products that are available. You will
need disability insurance, enough to
replace the annual income you earn
as a self-employed owner-operator.
If you become disabled, your
family’s living expenses will
continue. Make sure your health
insurance will cover potential major
medical bills. A term life insurance
policy may make sense. LL
This article has been presented by
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a
company which has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping services
to the trucking industry for over a
quarter century. If you would like
further information, please contact us
at 800-697-5153. Visit our website at
PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give specific
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.
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Truck stops add parking spaces, upgrade facilities in 2017
From Page 79

pins for Pilot Express locations,
CAT Scales Weigh My Truck
app integration as well as iPhone
and Android user improvements.
For PFJ, 2017 was a big year
for providing truckers with
maintenance service.
“(In 2017), in order to
better meet the needs of
professional drivers, we rolled
out our Truck Care program to
provide tire sales and service,
preventive maintenance, and
light mechanical assistance to
our professional drivers,” a
PFJ spokesperson said. “When
launching the program in early
2017, our goal was to have
150 roadside assistance truck
locations up and running by year
end – and we did it!”
As of the end of 2017, the

Truck Care program will be
available in 36 states. PFJ has
started building service centers
across the West, Southwest,
Midwest and Eastern regions
of the country. By year end,
Knoxville, Tenn.-based PFJ
will have seven service centers
opened in Missouri, Michigan,
Mississippi, Texas, South
Carolina, Georgia and Wyoming.
Another 16 locations are
planned to open by mid-2018.
Unique to PFJ, the truck stop
company launched a shop-inshop partnership with Bass Pro
Shops in 2017. Currently, this is
only available at the locations in
Lebanon, Tenn., and Jamestown,
N.M. A Bass Pro Shops store
will soon be featured at the Tye,
Texas, location. LL

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
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& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.
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★ Bookkeeping Services
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Making healthy smiles
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Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
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Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
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benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
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What does the new
tax reform mean to
owner-operators?
By Barry G. Fowler, EA

he tax reform bill that Congress voted to approve
reform bill is the Section 199A deduction also
Dec. 20, 2017, contains numerous changes that
known as the qualified business income deduction.
will affect individuals, as well as businesses large
The basic qualified business income deduction is 20
and small. The question everyone has is, “How does
percent of net qualified business income, which is a
tax reform help me?”
significant tax break for business owners. But there
The bill will be effective for the 2018 tax year and
are rules and limits, of course.
beyond. That means most taxpayers will not see the
For example, if you make $200,000, the deduction
changes of the new law for about a year, when they
is $40,000. Multiply that by your marginal tax rate
file their 2018 taxes in April 2019, although wage
of 24 percent. That equals a $9,600 tax savings for
earners may see differences to the amounts withheld
you.
from their paychecks before then
Now let’s keep in mind under the tax bill you can
as early as February 2018.
deduct 20 percent of pass-through business income,
Among the main changes
and that may end up giving you a lower rate than
are new tax brackets and the
your marginal tax rate. As always, there are some
elimination of many itemized
devils in the details, of course.
deductions. In general, the
Wilma makes $100,000 in net trucking income
new tax rate structure means
but also deducts $5,000 for self-employed health
lower tax rates, expanded tax
insurance and $10,000 for a SEP IRA. Her deduction
Barry G. Fowler, EA
brackets (the 10 percent bracket
is ($100,000 less $15,000) or 20 percent of $85,000,
now extends to almost $10,000
which is $17,000. If Wilma was in the 32 percent
for individuals and $19,000 for joint filers, which
marginal bracket, she would save $5,440.
doubles the amount of income taxed
at the lowest rate). The standard
deduction also has been doubled
How do you determine if you are
to $12,000 for individuals and to
taking full advantage of the new laws?
$24,000 for joint filers.
How does this bill help ownern Review your business structure with your tax professional.
operators?
n Review cost of business structure vs. tax savings.
The real savings for owneroperators is for those who operate
n Make sure your bookkeeping is current and complete.
as a pass through company (an S
corporation, partnership or multiplemember limited liability corporation). These are the
Some optimization is necessary for a smalltypes of businesses where the owners pay regular
business owner to get the most from the Section
income taxes on the profits of their businesses when
199A deduction. On one hand, we want to reduce
those profits pass through to their personal income
W-2 salaries to shareholders to minimize selftax return.
employment taxes. On the other hand, we want to
The big kicker for owner-operators in the tax
increase W-2 salaries so they do not limit the amount
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Q: I am a company driver.
What is deductible when
I’m on the road?
A: While self-employed individuals can generally
deduct any expenses incurred to earn their income,
company drivers are limited to non-reimbursed
expenses required by their employer. You are entitled
to per diem for overnights and motel expenses. A
good rule to follow for deductions would be any
expenses incurred that are necessary or required in
the performance of your job and/or operation of the
truck but are not reimbursed by your company, such
as uniforms, gloves, logbooks, maps, cell phone,
CB, tools, Windex, paper towels, showers, etc.
Remember, as a company driver, these deductions
are only available if you itemize and are not available
if you take the standard deduction. Source: OOIDA

of Section 199A that is deducted. You need to consult
your tax professional for advice to optimize the highest
deduction for your business.
Additional good news for truckers in this bill is that
HR1 does not change overnight per diems (Section
274(n)(3) of the IRC Code). That means truckers retain
the ability to claim 80 percent of the $63 per diem for
nights away from home. The $63 per diem for 2018
rates became effective October 2017.
The per diem works like this: In order to deduct
your travel expenses, you must be away from your
home residence or tax home longer than what would
constitute your ordinary workday. You must be away
from your home long enough that you cannot complete
the trip without sufficient sleep or rest. However, per
diem payments in excess of the federal per diem rate
are subject to income and employment taxes. LL

Barry G. Fowler, EA, is the CEO of Taxation Solutions. He is
an expert specializing in IRS problem solving, tax resolution
and financial planning. His firm, Taxation Solutions, has
settled millions in IRS tax debt. He also has worked closely
with OOIDA Foundation online education series on “Dealing
with the IRS.”
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The OOIDA-Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

OOIDA, its board of directors and its
members thank

for its generous commitment of $10,000
to the OOIDA-Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund for 2018/2019.
OOIDA is grateful for Shell’s partnership
with OOIDA in this important member
program.

800-444-5791
www.ooidafoundation.org

Watch upcoming issues
of Land Line for the
2018/2019 winners!
Other Major Benefactors

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.

Cullen Law Firm, PLLC
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Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Driver struggles to renew CDL
because of ‘hold’ from another state
We recently had a client who
was unable to renew his CDL
because there was a hold from
another state. Usually these holds
are because of unpaid tickets or
administrative license suspensions
for various eligibility reasons.
However, this case presented a
difficult problem because of its age
and multiple violation history.

Federal regulations
mandate a lifetime
disqualification for a
second conviction of a
driving-while-suspended
violation, and there is
no stated time frame for
when the convictions
occur.

Q.

I went to renew my Texas
CDL, but was told by
the Texas Department of Public
Safety representative that there
was a hold on my license from
Oklahoma and I could not renew
until the problem was resolved.
Can you help?

A

Yes. In this type of case, we
need to know why there is
a hold on the license. If the
Department of Public Safety clerk
can’t tell you why there is a hold,
then the next step is to contact the
state that issued the hold to
determine the problem. Depending
on the reason for the hold, we may
be able to clear it up rather quickly
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or it may be something that
requires a certain period of time
before a license can be reinstated.
We were able to determine that
you have a lifetime disqualification
issued by Oklahoma for two
driving-while-suspended
convictions.

Q.

I haven’t had an
Oklahoma license for quite
a while. How can they do this to
me?

A

Section 383.51 of the
federal regulations mandate
a lifetime disqualification for a
second conviction of a drivingwhile-suspended violation, and
there is no stated time frame for
when the convictions occur.
So even though there is a long
time period between convictions,
it still triggers the disqualification.
The state is unable to help you
unless there is some type of error
or we go back and try to vacate/
reset one of the cases.
We were further able to
determine that you paid a 2011
Oklahoma driving-while-suspended
and 1998 Kansas driving-whilesuspended citation. Since you had
an Oklahoma license at the time,
they issued the disqualification and
the hold on your license.

Q.

I paid both of those
violations, but I didn’t even
have a CDL back in 1998. Does
that make a difference?

A

Yes. The FMCSR applies to
driving a commercial motor
vehicle, so there must be
something in the record that
Oklahoma believes you were
driving a CMV on both of these
citations.
We finally were able to
determine that although you
received the Kansas citation in
1998, it was not paid until 2007.
When Oklahoma received the
conviction information in 2007,
you had obtained a CDL license,
and they classified it as a CDL
violation even though you were
non-CDL and not in a CMV. When
you paid the 2011 Oklahoma
driving-while-suspended violation,
Oklahoma Department of Public
Safety mistakenly disqualified
your CDL and put a hold on your
CDL. Once Oklahoma corrects the
record, the hold will be removed
and you can renew your CDL. LL

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call
405-242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or
email RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for specific
advice on your situation.
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The introduction of ÔRat Rod 2Õ
From Page 73

This smokinÕ hot air tank has been modified to look like a grill.

Moving inside the truck, you may notice the
hodgepodge upholstery on the driver’s seat or the fact
that the passenger seat is a metal tractor seat atop an
old wash bucket. The floor is covered by a piece of
“engine turned” aluminum, the pedals are old tanker
valve handles, the left door pull is a hay hook, the
window crank is a recycled horn button from a previous
shop job, the shift stick features more twisting of a
square tube, and the bulk of the interior is wrapped
with genuine leather cowhide. The door panels were
trimmed out in remnants of a piece of stainless steel
side skins from a Wilson hopper trailer repair we had
done earlier in the year.
The crew had a blast putting together Rat Rod 2, and
although it looks like a rough runner because of the
mixed paint colors and everything being mismatched,
don’t be fooled. This old Pete runs great and is set up
right with a 425-horsepower mechanical Cat engine
with Jakes, a 15-speed overdrive transmission, 3.55
rears on Pete low air leaf suspension set at 300-inch
wheelbase with air bags on the steer axle for that lowdrop hot rod look whenever needed.
Check out the rat rod scene for cars, pickups and
semis. You’ll be glad ya did. LL

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo.
They have been entrenched in trucking for
three generations and have but one focus:
To serve America’s truckers and assist in
keeping them “looking good and rolling
proud” as they travel the highways.
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Buck Black, LCSW, LCAC
TruckerTherapy.com

How can I cope with tax season?
How do you feel when you hear
the date April 15? How many times
have you filed for an extension on
your taxes? What makes you file
extensions? Does it really help you
in the long run? Is this because of
organization problems? These are
all questions that you have to ask
yourself to identify why you might
avoid paying your taxes in a timely
manner.
What thoughts go through your
mind when you think of taxes?
Fear of the unknown? Fear of
owing money? Fear of dealing

the check you will receive is your
money. Simply put, the government
has been holding your money for
the past year and not paying you
any interest on it.
Since you have proven that you
have been able to live without this
money for the past year, you could
save or invest this money and put
it to use later in life. Do you have a
retirement account or an emergency
fund that will float you through at
least six months if you lost your
income? If not, this money could
be used for you and your family’s
security.

Tax time is not a
surprise, and they are
not going to change
the date on you.

IF YOU OWE MORE
THAN YOU CAN
AFFORD TO PAY

with the government and all of
those forms? Be sure to educate
yourself on filing taxes, record
keeping and anything that worries
you. The more you understand your
behaviors, the less worry you will
have.
With some organization and
forethought, you can be much more
relaxed during tax season. You may
even find yourself chuckling when
you see people racing to the post
office to beat the filing deadline.

IT’S YOUR MONEY
It is exciting to get a big check each
year around tax time. Think of all
the things you have been wanting
to buy but you couldn’t or wouldn’t
spend the money – maybe some
needed repairs at home or on your
truck or maybe you want to update
to the latest (and most expensive)
electronic gadgets. Remember
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If you are an owner-operator, it is
difficult to predict your refund or
the amount of money you will owe
the IRS. If you keep track of your
income and expenses on a regular
basis, you can make an educated
guess. Your accountant can help
even further. However, there are
often surprises, even when you
have the best organization.
If you owe more money to the
IRS than you can pay, remember
there are worse things in the world.
When we have to pay money, it
triggers the feelings of loss, which
can be extremely painful. Check
with your accountant to see if a
reasonable payment plan can be
established. Do not ignore your
debt. There are too many people
who have years of worry because
they do not have a plan to solve
their tax problems.
Taxes can be emotional, whether
if you are receiving a refund,
owing, or are missing the deadline.
With some organization and careful

thought, tax time can be a calm
time.

TECHNIQUES FOR
KEEPING CALM
Set up a reminder in your phone to
start working on your taxes on the
first of January each year. Tax time
is not a surprise, and they are not
going to change the date on you.
If you are an owner-operator, be
sure to have a system for tracking
your expenses and income. Do you
shove your receipts into a shoebox
and expect to be able to sort them
out at tax time?
Hire an accountant or qualified
person to prepare your taxes if you
are not comfortable filing them
yourself. Often, a professional will
save you more money in taxes than
the amount of money you have paid
him or her to help you.
Tell family and friends that you
will file your taxes early this year.
If you tell other people of your
intentions, you will be more likely
to follow through. LL

Buck Black is a licensed clinical
social worker therapist who
specializes in helping truckers and
their families with anger and stress
management, as well as depression
and relationship problems. He is
licensed to treat patients in the state
of Indiana.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s health situation is different.
If you have questions regarding
medical issues, consult your personal
physician.
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LAWSUITUPDATE

OOIDA: Drivers should receive pass-through refunds by Feb. 15
By Land Line staff

Truckers who paid unconstitutionally discriminatory
registration and decal fees to the state of New York
should receive their refunds by Feb. 15 following a
court order extending the deadline.
OOIDA filed a lawsuit against the state of New
York in October 2013. The lawsuit challenged the
registration and decal fees as unconstitutional and
discriminatory against out-of-state truckers who have
paid the taxes in order to do business in New York.
OOIDA established that the challenged taxes resulted in
a higher per-mile tax rate being imposed on out-of-state
trucks, which therefore violated the commerce clause
of the Constitution. Without a trial, the court agreed.
On Sept. 21, 2016, the state of New York agreed
to refund class members $44.4 million, including
approximately 6 percent interest. The settlement covers
a four-year statute of limitations, from June 1, 2009,
through March 8, 2016. On July 7, 2017, more than
100,000 tax refund checks were mailed to truckers and
carriers who are members of a class action lawsuit.

Carriers in the class are entitled to keep refunds for
taxes paid exclusively by them. Carriers who charged
back any registration or decal fees to owner-operators
are required to pass through the full amount of the tax
refunds they receive for such tax payments to those
owner-operators.
Under the court’s original order, carriers were
required to complete the pass-through process by Jan.
7. However, OOIDA’s counsel, The Cullen Law Firm,
was alerted that some carriers required additional
time to locate former drivers and pass through their
refunds. The Cullen Law Firm requested an extension
for carriers to complete the pass-through process, and
the court granted the request. Carriers must now pass
through refunds to owner-operators by Feb. 15.
Drivers who paid New York highway use registration
and decal fees from June 1, 2009, through March 8,
2016, and who have not received a pass-through refund
from their carrier by the end of February 2018, should
contact their carrier or call 855-800-4235.
Visit www.NYTruckTaxRefunds.com for more
information. LL

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
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OOIDAON THE ROAD
By Land Line Staff

Numbers matter in the fight
against burdensome regulations
There’s power in numbers.
That’s a fact that Jon Osburn,
skipper of the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association’s
Spirit of the American Trucker
tour truck, stresses to members and
prospective members during his
stops at truck stops across the nation.
Osburn said that having truck
drivers unite as members of OOIDA
is the best defense against the threat
of burdensome regulations like the
electronic logging mandate or the
idea of requiring speed limiters in
trucks.
“It’s so important that we show
the politicians that we are a large
group of voters to contend with,”
Osburn said. “The magic is that
our power really is in the numbers.

It’s important that truck drivers
are united and not a scattered and
dysfunctional group. Every truck
driver might not vote the same way,
and we may not all agree on what
our favorite truck is, but we all have
in common the fact that we make our
living on America’s highways.
“It’s important to us that we have
safe places to park and that we
don’t have rules that could cause us
financial harm or bodily harm. I’m
not so sure that some of the rules
passed by these regulatory agencies
haven’t done both to drivers. We all
need to be part of the solution.”
In February, Osburn will spread
the word about OOIDA during stops
in California, Arizona, New Mexico
and Texas.

He’s expecting a big turnout on
Feb. 4 (Super Bowl Sunday) at the
Shawn Hubbard Petro in Ontario,
Calif.
“My record day was a Super
Bowl Sunday in Ontario,” Osburn
said. “We’ll put anything they want
to watch other than football on the
TVs.” LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A
former longtime
owner-operator, Jon
has also worked as
a paramedic and
a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives
with his wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and
travels with his loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: FEB 2018
Feb 1-3

T/A, Ontario, CA

I-10, Exit 57

Feb 4-6

Shawn Hubbard Petro
Ontario, CA

I-10, Exit 57

Feb 8-10

Petro, Tonopah, AZ

I-10, Exit 103

Feb 11-13

Petro, Eloy, AZ

I-10, Exit 200

Feb 14-16

T/A, Willcox, AZ

I-10, Exit 340

Feb 17-19

T/A, Las Cruces, NM

I-10, Exit 139

Feb 20-22

Petro, El Paso, TX

I-10, Exit 37

Feb 24-26

Henry Albert T/A, Laredo, TX I-35, Exit 13
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Thanks to Western Star Trucks for
their generous use of the 2017
5700 EX Phantom II. Western Star’s
support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.
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Transportation revenue
on agendafrom coast to coast
From Page 37

projects to widen I-495, I-270,
and MD 295 will be absolutely
transformative,” the Republican
governor said in prepared remarks.
“These projects will substantially
and dramatically improve our state
highway system and traffic in the
region.”
Once completed, the traffic
relief plan is touted to deliver
new express toll lanes, in addition
to existing lanes, on all three
highways.
Not everyone is onboard. Critics
of the plan say it is a misguided
approach to resolving congestion
issues. Sen. Paul Pinsky, D-Prince
George, has called for the state to
invest in mass transit and “smart
growth.”
Opponents also question the $9
billion estimate for the work. They
say the total price tag could exceed
$30 billion.

MASSACHUSETTS
An effort drawing discussion at
the statehouse would require the
Massachusetts Department of
Transportation to study, develop
and begin collecting tolls on more
roadway.
Sponsored by Sen. Tom McGee,
D-Lynn, S1959 identifies sections
of Interstates 93 and 95, and along
Routes 1 and 2. Tolls would be
collected by the end of 2018.
The bill does not specify
toll amounts. Rates would be
determined following the MassDOT
study. Congestion pricing, however,
would be used.
MISSOURI
Talks are on-going in Missouri
for a solution to the state’s nearly
one-half of a billion dollars in
annual road and bridge funding
needs. A 23-member task force
of state officials and private
FEBRUARY 2018

citizens has released transportation
funding recommendations to the
General Assembly. Among the
recommendations is a fuel tax
increase. Specifically, the state’s
17-cent-per-gallon tax rate on gas
and diesel would be increased by
10 cents for gas and 12 cents for
diesel.
Each penny increase in the fuel
excise tax is estimated to raise up to
$40 million.
Sen. Dave Schatz, R-Sullivan,
was the group’s vice chairman.
He is also chairman of the Senate
Transportation, Infrastructure and
Public Safety Committee.
Schatz has filed a bill that would
raise the state’s fuel tax rate by 10
cents for gas and diesel.
Truck groups in the state
support efforts to raise revenue for
transportation work. OOIDA and
the Missouri Trucking Association,
however, want any tax rate increase
to be applied evenly for motorists
and truck drivers.
Other options offered by the task
force include raising the state’s
sales tax rate, tolls, implementing a
vehicle-miles traveled mechanism,
rerouting revenue from the state’s
general fund, and raising vehicle
fees.
OOIDA Director of Government
Affairs Mike Matousek has said the
Association believes increasing the
fuel tax is the most equitable way to
generate additional revenue. He has
also said a fuel tax increase is the
only realistic option for the state.

NORTH DAKOTA
Talks are ongoing in North Dakota
for how to address a $66 billion
shortfall in transportation funding.
Discussion includes toll roads, toll
bridges, a road use tax or a fuel tax
increase. LL
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Life Members
Lester Angst
Jeffrey Allison
Albert Andrews
Michael Austin
Pricilla Austin
Robert Ballard
Jeff Barnes
Gary Bartels
Robert Bassham
Donald Beard
Kevin Bechler
Nevitt Benham
Leonard Blackshear
David Bliss

Frank Boecker
Kenneth Bowman Sr.
Edward Boyer Jr.
Pamela Boyer
Rickie Bray
Floyd Calcote
Larry Calhoun
Alex Carrillo
David Carroll
Fred Cason
Kenneth Chambers
Jason Christie
Maynard Congdon
Michael Damewood

Oral Day
Charles Deaver
Olin Delameter
Dwight Dewitt
Eddie Eddinger
Daniel Egan Jr.
Kelly L. Elpers
Greg Evans
William Ferderer
David Flamini
Michael Flowers
Roger Flowers
Jacob Fritz
Ab Fuoss

Senior Members
Jimmy D. Acton
Rich Albert
Henry L. Alston
Randall M. Alt
Alin Ionut Anghel
Frank A. Arpino
Mark D. Atkins
Leo D. Avila
Richard Baldwin
Kerry A. Balog
Maria Banguero
Don Bardsley
Blaine R. Barnes
Joseph A. Bartok
Charles S. Bauer
Michael D.
Baumgartner
Steve Beach
Lucas Becnel
Dale K.
Beitelspacher
Casey E. Bergman
William C. Bergman
Maria C. Bernard
Mark Biere
Richard S. Bilodeau
Blagovest Blajev
John R. Bleser
Phillippe Bocage
Gary Boehnert
Calvin Boehs
Terry J. Bork
Wayne A. Boykins
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Mike Branham
Stephanie M.
Brooks
Jeffrey R. Brown
Leighton M. Brown
Steve A. Brown
William Bruckman
James B. Bryan
Chris J. Burrows
Max Burton
Roger L. Busch
David Caballes
Carlos Camejo
James E. Canada
Joe E. Casteel
Chris L. Chastain
Steve Childs
Gary L. Christensen
Charles A.
Christopher
Jamie Clevenger
Robert E. Cole
Jillanna Collins
William T. Collins
Irene L. Cook
Roy D. Cooper
Michael E. B.
Cornell
Timothy Corriea
Jerome Cousin
Jack Cox
Ronald Cox
Daryl F. Crabtree

Terry L. Crim
Donald W. Cross
Alforence Crossley
III
Paulette Y. Crossley
Joshua C. Daniels
Irma Davidson
Stephen D.
Davidson
Buddy Davis
Richard L. Deist
Kenneth David
Denton Jr.
Destiny Dodd
Roger Donath
Mary Dreibelbis
Arlen D. Driver
Cheryl I.
Dunnington
Richard J. Eckhardt
Donald G. Edwards
Bob S. Englert
Robert L. Evans Jr.
Jeffery A. Falkena
Richard G. Farmer
Butch W. Feakes
John A. Felder Jr.
Luis Flores
Richard C. Fogle
Martel Fought
Daniel G. Fox Jr.
Eduardo E. Garateix
Cedric Gaymon
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Congratulations
OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Richard Gerhard
Dossie Green
James Hall
Bob Harrington
Keith Hawkins
Billy Haynes
Rondle Hill
Arnet Holty
Max Huffman
James Humphrey
Rex Jackson
William Jellema
Edward Jenkins
Douglas Johnson

John Johnson
Paul Jordan
David Kelly
Dennis Labazzetta
Chatty Lawrence
Robert Lenhart
Kennith C. Linger
Terry Lipscomb
Retha Mabry
Allan Maddox
Coda Mars
Danny Marx
Raymond Mayfield
Douglas Miles

Roy Milinkovic
Mark Miller
Al Morgan Jr.
Charles Morgan
Craig Nadler
Grover Nelson
Sarah Nelson
Tonya Nesbitt
Gary Nicol
Eric Ortiz
Ann Potts
Jeffery Potts
Jesse M. Radford
Raymond Reed

Gary Reynolds
Gary Ricketts
John Robinson
Paul Rose
Charles Sanders
Gary Schaub
Joseph Schmaltz
Dale Schreckhise
Brian Seese
Richard Shaffer
Jerry Sherman
Richard Shreve Jr.
Richard Sinders
Terry Skinner

Bobby Smith
James Smith
Keith Smith
Dale Smithers
Kenneth Sylvester Jr.
Charles Temple III
Donald Todd
David Tucker
Evan Tullis
Tony Tyler
Dennis Unsicker
Richard Vann
James Wasko
Alan Wiesehan

Todd W. Mitchell
Christina L. Molloy
Alan Moore
Wayne E. Moore
Carlos A. Moran-Valle
Robert Dwayne Morey
Randall Morris
Michael S. Mulliken
Donna Jean Muncy
Phillip B. Muncy
William Lee Musgrove
Philip A. Neuerburg
Susan Neufeld
Craig H. Niese
Melissa Oglesby
Michael L. Olmstead
Jeff R. Paasch
Michael L. Parker
Elester C. Patchen Jr.
Ron Phillips
Myriam Pistone
Paul A. Pogue
Pete Arthur Prial
Margaret S. Ramey
Renee Rein
Tom Reynolds
Robert C. Richards Jr.
Randall Everett Root
Cecil Ruminer
Anton K. Salopek
Donald O. Schaumberg
Keith Schmadeke
Kenneth Scholl

Peter Schott
Steve L. Schuster
Thomas Arnold
Schweiger
Wayne M. Scott
Garland Seymore
Raleigh E. Sherman Jr.
Michael Shong
Semen Shovgan
Diego Sida
Julius T. Singletary Jr.
Don J. Slater
Kellard E. Smith
Robert Frank Smith Jr.
Stanley W. Smith
Larry J. Snyder
David Steele
Stanley O. Striewig
Donald Stuckey Jr.
Dennis Sturdivant
Roger L. Swanson
Mark Swartzentruber
Javon D. Sylvester
Linda J. Tacy
Jason A. Tapani
Jeffrey L. Teague
Windle Tetrick
Keith A. Tew
Blake Thompson
Elijah Thompson
Larry Thompson
Lawrence W. Town
Otis Turner

Ron Wilcox
Lloyd Williams
Jerry Wiseman Jr.
Michael Woodyard
Danny York
Timothy Youngren

For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us 800-444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com
Scott Jesse Gilbertson
Will L. Glendenning
Gene Goodman
Ronald J. Graham
Jeffrey Graves
Jerry W. Greeley
Rick Green
Ken H. Gregg
Keith Grimm
Hudson B. Guard
Kenneth E. Hall
Milo Hamby
Michael N. Hammond
Yolanda M. Hammond
Donovan Harra
Johnny R. Harris
Edwin R. Havener
Alan Heiing
Joshua James Henry
Waylon Henze
Vaughn Herald
Andrew H. Hermstein
Kelsey A. Herrin
Matthew Hewston
Todd J. Heyen
Bill Hickam
James E. Higginbotham
Pamela Higginbotham
Joseph E. Hildebrandt
Ricky Holbert
David O. Holst
Dalene J. Houchin
Derrick D. Houk
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Duane L. House
Kevin A. House
Lee Ann Hunt
David M. Irion
Dale Isaac
Wayne Jacob
Anthony Jameson
Florentino Jaquez Jr.
Mark Johns
Calvin Johnson Jr.
Constance Johnson
Donald Joseph Johnson
Keith E. Jones
Jon Jorgenson
Patrick Jay Kane
Sarah Kane
Edward Kaufman
Doris M. Kelsey
Ceylon Kimball
Larry D. Knutson
Konstantin Komkov
John Kossowski
Demetrios Kotopoulos
Louis R. Kowalski
Donni Ray Krans
Ingrid M. Krans
Dwane M. Krenkevich
Scott Krissel
Jeff K. Kyllo
Rocky Larson
Tammy Larson
John Matthew Lash
Steven J. Laurence

Ralph Scott Lee
Michele Lemasters
Jacqueline C. Lewis
James K. Licking
Mark T. Lieneman
Kathryn Lohse
Thomas R. Lohse
Victor K. London
Connie Lovelace
Robin Luckey
Edgardo Lugardo
Richard P. Lyons Jr.
John Maddux
Larry D. Maley
Michael E. Mallow
Manuel E. Manzano
Brad L. Marquart
James J. Marshall
Robert Marshall
Danny R. McCann
Cecilia McCroskey
Ryan McCroskey
Cynthia McDonald
Grant McDonald
Kenny McGraw
Roderick E. McLachlan
Jr.
Michael McLaughlin
Gerald McQuitty Jr.
Jerry McWain
Millard Royal Melvin Jr.
Larry Michel
Rodney L. Miller Sr.

Levi J. Umble
Nick Urso
Luis Valenzuela
Jaime Valladares
Marvin D. Van Zoeren
James Vasold
Allen Dale Vinson
David Voigt
Ray A. Wachtman
Mark A. Wagner
Edward Waldron
Dennis F. Walley
Robert Walsh
Melody S. Warren
Lorenzo C. Washington
Mark L. Watkins
Lynn E. Webb
Michael J. Wehler
William D. White
James Wiederholt
Jo Anne T. Will
Bob C. Williams
De Von Willingham
Bobby F. Wilson
John Cary Wilson
John W. Wingert
Vernon Neil Wright
Stephen F. Wyatt
Christopher Wyma
Bahri Yaylaci
Ronald E. Zachary
Mike Ziebell
Harvey Zimmerman Jr.
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GET THE

GEAR

Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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THE CLASSIFIED
ACCOUNTING
LuckyHauler........................................... 98
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ...................... 97
Taxation Solutions.................................. 96
Todd Knapp, CPA .................................. 93

MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 214,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium ﬂeets (19%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000
individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Capital Lending ..................................... 94
Corporate Capital .................................. 94
Eagle Capital ......................................... 93
Fundwise Capital................................... 98
Interstate Freight Network ..................... 97
Legacy Financial Services .................... 95
Neal Freeman Investments................... 96
Time Back Billing ................................... 95
XFactors................................................. 97

sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!

LEGAL SERVICES
Coast to Coast Legal Services ............. 97
Road Law............................................... 97

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
American Truck Historical Society .........94
BaCaar ....................................................96
BH Tubes ................................................97
Cruise King .............................................96
Dan the Tire Man ....................................97
Donvel .....................................................97
Electrowarmth.........................................95
Freight Movers School ..................... 94,97
Fuel Cap Bib ...........................................98
Gateway Supply .....................................94
Great American Chrome Shop..............95
RoadKing Shocks ..................................98
Silver Road Shocks ................................96
SouthPointe Radiator .............................95
Van Alstine ..............................................94
Weather Toppers ....................................95

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

CPA

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Corporate
Supporter

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS
Loadtraining.com .................................. 95
The Truckers Helper .............................. 93
Truckdriver.com ..................................... 97

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart..........................................................95
Debrick Truck Line ..................................97
Western Flyer Express ...........................96
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

TRUCKER TAX HELP
Accountants & CPA’s who have
worked in the trucking industry
■ Corporate & Individual Tax Returns
■ All 50 States
■ IRS Issues
■ Year-Round Tax Advice

DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com

Our customers say it best:
“I have been driving 18 wheelers for the
past 42 years. I set up my Corporation
and hired Corporate Capital to do all of
my bookkeeping and tax returns for my
business. With them doing my books I
have offset my expenses each year and
pay the minimum in taxes.”
~ Robert Dowdy, Cisco Group, Inc.

Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

caplendgroup.com
Let us get to work for you!

855-810-4114

www.corpcapinc.com
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117

FINANCING
YOUR EQUIPMENT

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Carlson, President/Owner

U.S. Distributor

doesn’t have to be

COMPLICATED

1650-A South Enterprise
Springfield, MO 65804

Personalized service
Flexible financing
Behind you 100%

LOANS

417-865-6500 or
866-526-0843

LEASING

FLEXIBILITY

Call 800-444-5791
to advertise
94 LAND LINE
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Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.
CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz

If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,
then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

● 100% waterproof
● Made from high-quality vinyl
● Affordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

15% Off

Weather
oppers, Inc.

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894

FEBRUARY 2018
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

CARGO THEFT DETERRENT
Secure your trailer door with our
line of siren alarmed products

www.BaCaar.com
402-870-2611
Visit us at MATS Booth #17144

ATTENTION FLEETS
WITH 25-100 TRUCKS

Successful trucking company is looking to acquire, merge
and create strategic partnerships.
WE OFFER: ELD friendly freight network for maximum miles & minimum downtime
Proven cost model for lower operating costs • Company established in 1991

405-946-7289 www.westernﬂyerexpress.com

Get Results!
Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace!
96 LAND LINE
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Got a ticket? Fight it!
• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

NEW TIRES FOR YOUR RIG?
Lease to Own, Only $49
Delivers to Your Door!
EZ payments, no hard credit check,
90-days no interest.

Apply at danthetireman.com
Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

866-297-5948
DAN THE TIRE MAN
MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!
900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

EXPERIENCED DISPATCHER

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED

Good freight • Easy to work with • 10+ years’
experience • 10,000+ loads moved

Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

wants dependable & professional
ﬂatbed, step deck or dry van O/Os

DRIVERS MUST BE:
Able to drive a minimum of 4 days (Sun-Sat week)
A good communicator • Available to take loads
Willing to tarp (ﬂatbed & step deck drivers)
We have an expedited customer that needs
cargo vans, box trucks, and team drivers!

815-690-4970 (Phil) www.ihavetrucks.com

800-255-6285
Paola, KS

Since 1958

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com

Drop Today – Cash Today
S

/7

NON-RECOURSE CT DEPOSCITARDS SFLO P/APPLICIATTCIOHNECKESS24
V
FACTORING• FREE D•IRFEREE F•UFERLEE T•RAFNREE S•ETFUREE C•RENDO RESERXFactors
Financial
SINCE
1990

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE
Visit us at
MATS Booth #17144

Paying too much money to Uncle Sam?
WEAR YOUR BIB!
Prevent scratches
on your fuel tank
with the
Fuel Cap Bib
● Affordable
● One-time buy
● Simple design

731-441-0141

www.PRTinnovations.com

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

★ Does your CPA specialize in Owner-Ops?
★ LLC and S-Corp specialists!
★ Save taxes with location-based Per Diem Rates
FRANK GRUBER, CPA

★

LUCKYHAULER.COM

1-855-815-8421 323-499-3388

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over
214,000 industry
professionals
Call 800-444-5791 to speak to
an advertising representative.

Sirius XM 146
98 LAND LINE

Our audited subscriber base
includes
owner-operators
(53%), small and medium ﬂeets
(19%) and company drivers
(21%). With our pass-along
readership, Land Line reaches
over 460,000 individuals. As the
ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA,
Land Line provides the trucking
industry with sharp insight
into every aspect of trucking.
From legislative and regulatory
issues, to equipment, products,
services, industry news, lifestyle
and proﬁtability. Land Line stands
out as the primary business
publication
for
professional
truckers. Advertising in Land
Line gets results.
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“Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Without you people helping
me and my wife after my triple bypass surgery and me not being able
to work until maybe October, we would have lost everything.
Thank you for helping truckers. You people don’t
know how truly amazing you are. Thank you.”
“My Son and I want to thank St. Christopher
Truckers Fund for the help we received. It
meant so much in a horribly painful time
in our lives. My dear husband passed away
at work, in his truck. We miss him. Such kind
people to work with here. Such a blessing!
Thank you again!”

Corporate Sponsors:
Travel Centers of America
Red Eye Radio
Nemo Entertainment
NAIT
OOIDA

Blue Tiger
Watkins Christian Foundation
Ambest
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Dart Transit

For more information about the St. Christopher Truckers Development & Relief Fund, please
send a letter to SCF, P.O. Box 30763, Knoxville, TN, 37930 or call 865-202-9428. The
website is TruckersFund.org, and the email address is contact@TruckersFund.org.
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We are grateful to our dedicated sponsors
and partners for making a difference in the
lives of professional drivers!
Because of your generosity we have paid
out $1,964,976.91 on behalf of 2,064 drivers.

© ACS Advertisin

Many of our advertisers will send you more information if you complete and
return the Reader Response card. Circle the number(s) on the response card
that correspond to the advertisers below.

Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
LAND LINE 99
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Drive up your profits
ScanGaugeKR from Mesa, Ariz.-based
Linear Logic LLC provides the tools
OTR drivers need to reduce fuel use,
increase profits and drive smarter.
It’s compact and easy to install, and
it monitors the most vital systems
of the truck via more than 15 built-in
digital gauges, five trip computers and a ScanTool that shows
trouble codes. The built-in profit/loss feature combines your
reimbursement rate, fuel cost-per-gallon and your actual fuel
economy to give you real-time feedback of your income-perhour. Use that information to adjust your speed, gearing and
other factors to find the maximum income point for current

driving conditions. ScanGaugeKR works with most 1987
and newer trucks and comes equipped with a unique dual
connector cable that accommodates the J1939 protocol
with a nine-pin diagnostic port and the J1708 protocol with
six-pin diagnostic port. Visit ScanGaugeKR.com or call
888-433-5664 for more information and to order.

Shift into high gear
Shift Assist from Pleasant Valley, N.Y.-based Honor, Duty,
Service Inc. is an adjustable ergonomic grip that attaches
to your gear shift. It is a simple solution to correct gear
shifts that are too low, too far away or at an uncomfortable
angle. Attach it to any existing truck gear shift handle and
adjust to your comfort. Made in the USA by veterans, Shift
Assist is available in two basic models: the simple handle,
and the more versatile hoop. The handle is available in
aluminum or carbon fiber. The hoop is available in steel
or carbon fiber. For more information, visit Shift-Assist.
us. To order, call 845-901-2726 or send an email to
shiftassistinc@gmail.com.

Improve fuel economy
by up to 4 percent
TruckWings speed-sensitive panels from Burlingame, Calif.-based XStream
Trucking are designed to eliminate the tractor-trailer turning gap for improved fuel
savings and reduced emissions. The active-aero device automatically deploys
at highway speeds to solve the turbulence problem created by the gap. When
the device is deployed, large panels made of high-impact, glass-reinforced
composites cover the sides and top of the gap, allowing the air to flow smoothly
over the entire length of the truck. As the truck slows down, the panels retract
without driver intervention to provide the necessary clearance for turns at any
angle. To calculate potential savings, access the free, easy-to-use calculator at
XStreamTrucking.com or call 415-857-0263 for more information.
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Rethink your safety
Element is a fire extinguisher that is up to 80 percent smaller
than an equivalent traditional extinguisher and has almost 10
times the discharge time. Using technology developed for the
space program, Element fights fires on the molecular level by
quickly and safely interrupting the chain of combustion. It’s
small size and long duration gives you the time and freedom
to easily put out a fire without the mess, toxicity or danger
associated with a traditional extinguisher. Simply strike the tip to
start the flow of gas and point the extinguisher at the base of the
fire until extinguished. For more information and to order, visit
ElementFire.com or call 949-242 9867.

Keep your truck on the road
A line of credit from Fundwise Capital can provide you with the
working capital you need to help keep your truck on the road
when cash flow is tight. Sandy, Utah-based Fundwise Capital
offers professional drivers unsecured lines of credit from $25,000
to $250,000 at 0 percent interest for nine to 15 months, with
competitive low rates after that. Funds can be used for new tires,
upgrades to your truck, emergency repairs, to grow your business,
etc. The simple application process takes just 30 seconds. To
apply, visit FundwiseTrucking.com or text FUNDME to 67076.
A funding specialist will call to get you pre-approved with no risk to
your credit. Funds will be available 10-21 days from approval.

Do you have a product or
service to be featured?
If you have a product you would like featured,
send a news release with a photo to
Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com.
All featured products are subject to editorial review.

It’s like having eyes in
the back of your truck
The Guardian Smart Trailer System from
Madison, Ind.-based Grote Industries is a
monitoring system that attaches to any type
of trailer light – LED or incandescent – and
communicates with your Bluetooth
smartphone or telematics system to give you
real-time status updates. The smart system
measures voltage and current at a rate of 10
times a second to determine when a change
in current has occurred because of lamp
failure. The Guardian integrates seamlessly
into the Grote Ultra Nose Box, which
contains 39 pin connections to eliminate
overcrowding of wires. The nose box is
equipped with a hinged door to keep out the
elements that could lead to corrosion and
power surges, keeping your smart system
module snug and secure. For more
information, visit Grote.com/Guardian or
call 800-628-0809.

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided by selected
manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

OOIDA life member
Chuck Paar sends
ROSES for the
response he got when he
lost his wallet on a delivery run a
while back. Chuck had stopped
to fill up at the Kwik Fill Truck
Plaza in North East, Pa. – a place
he frequents during his regular
runs – and realized he had lost his
wallet. He suddenly flashed back
to his last stop – the Beaver Valley
Power Station in Shippingport,
Pa. – and remembered emptying
a bag of trash while there. He
called Doug Wilcox at the plant
and Doug checked the dumpster,
fashioned a hook from a piece of
wire, pulled out the bag and found
Chuck’s wallet.
But the power plant was an hour
and a half away, and Chuck was
still sitting at the fuel island with
no wallet. So he went into the
Kwik Stop and talked to Loretta
Auge, the woman working the
fuel desk. He told her he could
have his wife bring him the money
and – knowing Chuck as a regular
customer – Lorretta simply said
“Chuck, be quiet. We’ll handle it.”
They paid for Chuck’s fuel –
some $320 – right there on the
spot. All he could do was stand
there and weep. We’re right there
with you, Chuck.
RAZZBERRIES to former Arrow
Trucking CEO James Douglas “Doug”
Pielsticker who late this past year had
the audacity to file a motion seeking
a reduction in his seven-year prison
sentence. This is the guy who was in
charge when the Tulsa, Okla.-based
company went out of business just
before Christmas in 2009 – leaving
hundreds of drivers stranded around
the country with no way to get home.
Pielsticker pleaded guilty in 2015
to charges of fraud and tax evasion
after it emerged that he conspired
with former Chief Financial Officer

idea to go back to the drawing board
on this one. Just make sure that
drawing board isn’t in your car when
you do it.
Slightly belated ROSES to everyone
who participated in 2017’s Truckers
for Troops program. The campaign
raised more than $46,000 to support
military personnel at home and
abroad.
That easily tops last year’s total of
$42,000 and speaks to the generosity
of the more than 3,000 OOIDA
members who participated this year.
And a special shout out to Shell
Rotella, who got us off to a great start
by donating $2,000 to the cause.
Jonathan L. Moore to defraud the
bank out of millions of dollars in an
invoice inflating scheme. In other
words, he caused the whole thing
and screwed over all of those drivers,
and then had the nerve to call for
a reduced sentence. Why? With
recent changes to federal sentencing
guidelines, adjusting for inflation the
$11.5 million in losses caused by his
actions, Pielsticker’s attorneys claim
the damage wasn’t as harmful as the
original sentence reflects.
Hey Doug, on behalf of all the
truckers you left out on the road with
literally nothing, you can Pielstick
your reduced sentence where the sun
don’t shine.
RAZZBERRIES to GM for the
addition they made to most of
their vehicles late last year called
Marketplace. It’s basically an app on
the computer screen found in most
dashboards these days that allows
the user to shop. While driving.
Yep. In this day and age of
increased scrutiny over distracted
driving issues (and an alarming
increase in people staring at their
phones instead of the road) someone
at GM somehow thought this would
be a good idea.
You know GM, it might be a good

RAZZBERRIES to
Christine Clark, the
owner of Premium Drug
Screening of Shelton,
Wash. She recently
pleaded guilty to mail fraud after
she was busted for submitting
fraudulent drug test results on
behalf of unsuspecting trucking
companies.
Clark and her company
provided U.S. DOT drug and
alcohol testing for trucking
companies from 2009 to 2015.
Her company would collect the
samples then send them to a lab
for testing. The results of course
are then sent to medical review
officers for their report.
So far so good. However, of
the nearly 600 urine samples
collected by Clark, the four
labs she was contracted with
only tested 94. That means
the remaining 506 reports
were falsified by Clark using
forged results, which she then
passed along to unsuspecting
employers.
Nice. As if this whole drug
screening process isn’t tough
enough without someone like
this muddying the water, so to
speak. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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