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Turning points
This issue of Land Line is a lot
of things. It’s a variety of topics
tackled, a lot of analysis and,
frankly, a historical marker for
where trucking stands.
It’s a weird one, too.
There is a giant question hanging
over our heads as we head off to
press. Will the electronic logging
mandate go into effect? The frank

The truth is FMCSA
can only build on
its sandy, faulty
foundation, removing
regulatory exemption
planks for so long
before the house
begins to crumble.
answer: We do not know. One
thing we can assure you: OOIDA
is not done yet.
We hope the recent uprising by
uniting truckers standing on the
firm foundation of resistance built
by and fortified daily by OOIDA
will achieve a delay. It’s deadlines
like this one for us that really
stink. We’ll have to tell you to stay
tuned at LandLineMag.com for
updates on the ELD mandate as
that deadline approaches.
Given the unrelenting press
schedule, we had to talk about
what we do know. And, what we
know is, things are changing.
The foolish agency. FMCSA
must feel a little beat up. They
have taken some serious body
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blows with the knock out of
some key regulations (hat tip to
OOIDA’s Knock Out Bad Regs
campaign). Admitting defeat is
hard. We know that. That said, I
tackled some of the reality facing
FMCSA.
The truth is FMCSA can
only build on its sandy, faulty
foundation, removing regulatory
exemption planks for so long
before the house begins to
crumble. See more on Page 22.
Battle plans. The message from
the fall meeting of the OOIDA
Board of Directors is really clear.
In a fashion that is consummate
Jim Johnston, he put it simply
when asked about what will
happen if the electronic logging
mandate goes into effect. “We will
continue to fight.” Page 44.
If a tree falls in the woods –
does OOIDA score a victory? For
anyone who is saying “huh?” right
about now, you need to check out
Page 45. The question is answered
there.
The ELD has a hacking
cough. Seriously, think virus. It’s
not just a scare tactic. It’s real. We
couldn’t resist one more swipe
at the ELD mandate ahead of the
deadline. Contributing Editorat-Large John Bendel delivers
a sobering message about how
plugging in your new ELD could
threaten your safety and security
on Page 62.
Working together. Ever been in
a pinch and you feel alone in the
world? All of a sudden you talk to

or see someone else going through
the same thing. You understand
there are others like you. It makes
you feel a little bit better. This fall,
in all of the protests and coming
together to fight the ELD mandate,
we found some new allies.
Meet your new trench mates in
the ELD battle. Greg Grisolano
tells you more on Page 50.
Shifting gears. If the mention
of “trucks of the future” has you
giddy thinking new truck smell,
that is just part of where I’m
headed. Contributing Field Editor
Suzanne Stempinski brings you
the latest test drive news from the
trucks and transmissions on the
road today. Find that on Pages 68
and 70.
Staff Writer Tyson Fisher,
however, tackles this crazy world
of evolving trucks on Page 72.
Drivers? No drivers? How long?
How scary? He did his research,
let me tell you, and when he turns
to the Magic 8-Ball for some final
answers, those answers aren’t as
sketchy as the ones the childhood
toy will tell you.
A final turning point. In this
issue, we bid farewell to Editor-inChief Sandi Soendker. She retired
just before we launched into this
issue. We miss her. But, will she
ever truly not be a part of Land
Line and OOIDA? She will always
be here and a part of what we do.
Staff Writer Mark Schremmer
shares what Sandi has meant, and
always will mean, to all of us.
Page 52. LL
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Commentary
NTSB sleep apnea claims
based on assumptions

Mark Schremmer

A sarcastic quote often heard in the field
of journalism industry is “don’t let facts
get in the way of a good story.”
Based on the National Transportation
Safety Board’s depiction of a 2016
deadly crash in California, it appears
they subscribe to this theory.

stAff WrIter

Calling sleep apnea the culprit in a
crash when it hasn’t been proven
the driver ever had sleep apnea is
irresponsible, to say the least.
After publicly speaking out against the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration’s withdrawal of a possible
sleep apnea testing mandate for commercial motor
vehicle drivers, the NTSB depicted in a news release that
a truck driver’s sleep apnea was one of the major causes
of the Oct. 23, 2016, crash. Then, the NTSB doubleddown by saying the FMCSA hasn’t provided certified
medical examiners guidance on how to screen for
obstructive sleep apnea. The NTSB also omitted several
other key factors from the release that could have been
key contributors to any possible fatigue.
However, the truth is that the truck driver has never
been diagnosed with sleep apnea, certified medical
examiners have been given guidance on how to screen
for sleep apnea, and the omissions were misleading.
NTSB spokesman Eric Weiss confirmed with Land
Line that the truck driver was never tested to see if
he, indeed, did suffer from sleep apnea. Instead, the
assumption of the trucker’s sleep apnea was based on his
obesity and other “risk factors.”
Calling sleep apnea the culprit in a crash when it
hasn’t been proven the driver ever had sleep apnea is
irresponsible, to say the least.

How to shareYOUR OPINION

The overt irresponsibility of the NTSB news release
doesn’t end there.
Although the NTSB acknowledged that a failed traffic
management plan played a big role in the crash, much
of the news release focused on the FMCSA’s medical
certification process.
“Despite the fact the truck driver was severely obese
and at a very high risk for obstructive sleep apnea, he
had not been tested for the condition,” the NTSB news
release stated. “And although the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration Medical Review Board has
developed guidance for screening for obstructive sleep
apnea, the FMCSA has not disseminated this guidance to
the medical examiners it certifies to perform commercial
driver’s license medical examinations.”
In addition, the news release said the bus driver
suffered from untreated diabetes.
However, a review of the NTSB’s findings revealed
there was much more going on in this crash outside of
the drivers’ assumed medical conditions.
The truck driver had violated his hours of service, and
the bus driver received only four hours of sleep in the
previous day-and-a-half. Although both of those factors
appear to be much larger contributors to possible fatigue,
they were both omitted from the news release. Even if
the truck driver did suffer from sleep apnea, assuming
it was the reason for his fatigue is more than a bit of a
stretch.
All of these omissions and inaccuracies appear to be
more than a coincidence.
The NTSB’s portrayal of the crash in the public news
release was at the least irresponsible and more likely a
blatant attempt to spin public opinion to favor a flawed
agenda. Facts matter, and we should expect more out of
a federal entity funded by our tax dollars and charged
with finding the actual truth in determining the causes of
crashes.
(Editor’s note: See Page 24 for more details on the
crash and the NTSB report.)



have a comment, special concern? Agree or disagree with an editorial? Mail us or email us. send to Letters to the editor,
Land Line Magazine, P.O. box 1000, grain valley, MO 64029 or fax to 816-443-2227. If you would like to email a Letter to
the editor for use in Land Line Magazine and/or the Land Line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to Letters@LandLineMag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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COMMENTARY

Screening program lets
companies know if youÕre job hunting
First it was tracking. Then it was brake,
accelerator and other sensors that tell
what you’re doing when you’re doing it.
Then it was a TV camera
in your face. We have gone
In other words,
from the free riders of the
American highway to perhaps
Driver iQ will tell
America’s most intensely
your boss you’re
monitored workers.
looking for
Guess what. It’s getting
another job.
worse.
A company called Driver
iQ is offering its carrier customers a brand new way
to keep tabs on you, at least in a manner of speaking.
Driver iQ is in the business of screening drivers
for the carriers who have to hire so damned many of
us, often enough to replace every driver almost every
year. An average truckload fleet with 1,000 drivers
hires about four drivers every business day. That
means they have to evaluate 30 or more applications a
day – at least if their standards are high.
With Driver iQ, carriers can outsource that work.
Driver iQ can make sure the applicants are not
criminals, that their paperwork is up to date, and their
driving records are acceptable. So far, so good.
Well, Driver iQ also offers what they call Driver
Retention Notification. Here’s how Driver iQ explains
it on their website:
“Many times carriers do not know when a good
current employee is looking for another job. If they
did, and they wanted to retain that employee, they
would try to find out why they wanted to leave and
try to solve the problem.
“Driver iQ has the solution through our Current
John Bendel

CONTRIBUTING
EDITOR-AT-LARGE

Employee Retention program. All a carrier has to do
is store a list of your current employees with Driver
iQ. You will be notified when a record for that current
employee is requested.”
In other words, they’ll tell your boss you’re looking
for another job.
Driver iQ says it’s for everyone’s benefit. The
fleet can solve whatever problem you’re having, you
will stay where you are, the company retains a good
employee, and everyone will be happy.
But then there’s the real world.
Here, Human Resources gets the notice from Driver
iQ, sends it to the operations VP, who passes it on
to the driver manager. He’s the guy who has been
making your life miserable in the first place, but the
VP doesn’t know that. Or maybe he just doesn’t care.
Either way, do you think your life at that fleet will
improve? Neither do I.
Or maybe it’s a family-run company all about
fuzzy family feelings. Boogamous Trucking CEO
“Papa” Boogamous gets the word from Driver iQ
and fires you immediately. “After all I did for you!”
he explains. “You better hope that other job comes
through.”
Yes, it’s actually possible your carrier will smooth
things over and maybe kick your mileage rate up a
bit. That would be nice. Unlikely, but nice.
We should also keep in mind that both the carrier
you drive for and the one you want to drive for would
have to be Driver iQ customers. I have no idea how
likely that might be.
But I do know that no matter how you consider it,
Driver iQ’s Current Employee Retention program is
one more encroachment on driver privacy. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
DEC. 1, 1913
Henry Ford installed a moving assembly line for the
mass production of automobiles. The innovation
reduced assembly time by about 10 hours.
JAN. 5, 1933
Construction started on the Golden Gate Bridge. When
completed four years later, it was the world’s longest
suspension bridge at 4,200 feet.
DEC. 8, 1992
President Bill Clinton signed into law the North

DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

American Free Trade Agreement, which created a
trade pact between the United States, Canada, and
Mexico.
JAN. 22, 2016
The New York Supreme Court sided in favor of OOIDA
regarding its class action lawsuit against New York’s
Department of Taxation and Finance. The lawsuit
challenged certain highway taxes as unconstitutional
and discriminatory toward out-of-state truckers. In
September 2016, OOIDA reached a $44.4 million tax
refund agreement with the state of New York.
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Hours of service need the fix
I am very much opposed to ELDs but would be OK with ELDs if the
regulations change.
Let us be on duty and driving for 14 hours in every 24-hour period –
simple as that. We can even keep the break after eight hours driving.
You could go in before rush-hour traffic and go back to bed until the
receiver/shipper opened up. You could take a break in the middle of the day
without jeopardizing your delivery or income. You could stop and take a
shower when the truck stops aren’t busy. You could eat an early supper and
drive a couple of hours before you went to bed.
You could drive for almost all of the 14 hours (which is much easier than
being on duty loading for eight hours and then you can drive for six hours
and be within regulations) and help drivers and companies make a living.
This would help all of the trucking companies, large and small. Let the
ELDs keep track of the 14 hours on-duty driving.
This would be easier for the drivers, the companies, parking and rush-hour
traffic.
I would think all companies could agree to this.
Rose Livengood Huppert
Hiawatha, Kan.

ItÕs like magic
No doubt lawyers, both prosecutors and ambulance chasers, are eagerly
awaiting the requirement of ELDs in all commercial vehicles. They are
foolproof and cheat proof, and will prove truck driver malfeasance.
Not so fast.

Take a look at this screenshot of the ELD installed in the truck I drive.
According to this e-nanny, on Oct. 19 I drove 147,248.7 miles. In less than
six hours. In a truck speed-limited to 65 mph.
Damn, I’m good!
Richard Reich
Stockton, N.J.
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018
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Tandem Thoughts:
ATA’s ‘safety’ dance
misses a beat
I have been saying
this all along, that the big
companies are in bed with them
and out to break the little guy.
“Jake Brake”
The mega carriers are out to
destroy small-business trucking
companies.
Jesse Wood
I have been saying ever since
the ELD idea was first floated,
it’s all about controlling the
drivers’ every breathing minute.
Nope, it has nothing to do with
safety. It’s all about control.
Wayne Major
Why is Werner not the safest
company in the business?
They’ve had “paperless logs” for
decades.
Ralph Fiscus Jr.
Sikh truckers to host rally
against ELD mandate
They are doing an awesome job
fighting the mandate. Keep up
the good job, guys. Thank you.
Sandra Mendenhall
Thanks for all that you drivers
are doing.
Jim Bennett
The more attention to the ELD
issue the better. ATA is trying to
put small-business operators out
of business. It keeps wages and
rates low. The value of human
capital is not served well when
large corporations have unfair
advantages over too many
people.
Steve Davenport
Soendker retires from
editor-in-chief position
at Land Line
Sandi showed dedication to the
industry on par with the chief
executive officers of OOIDA.
Land Line is an incredible
industry publication thanks to

DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

her leadership. To say she’ll be
missed is an understatement,
but we will not miss a beat with
Jami in that job. Good luck to
both.
Doug Smith
Working with Sandi at Land Line
was a highlight of my career as
a truck writer. Sandi, you will
be missed. Jami, I am confident
you, too, will carry the torch
high.
Paul Abelson
Analysis: Blaming sleep apnea
for California crash appears
questionable
It’s called paying attention when
driving. Blame it on everyone
but the driver who’s responsible
behind the wheel. So easy to
blame it on a trucker. The bus
driver should have been paying
attention to traffic. He would
have seen the vehicle was
not moving if he would have
focused on the fact he was in
a construction zone and should
have known that traffic was at a
possible standstill.
Trisha Turner
I’ve had sleep apnea for most of
my 33 years of driving a tractortrailer. Not once have I had a
problem driving. FMCSA dropped
it. Congress and Senate want
to reinstate it. It’s nothing but a
big money game.
Frank G. Pritchard Jr.
Forrest Lucas joins American
Sikh truck owners in ELD
mandate protest
While the ELD issue is at the
forefront in the public eye, I
believe the real issue is the
14-hour rule and the inability
to stop that clock for a longer
rest break when a driver needs
it. We should be calling for a
return of the split sleeper rule
allowing the 14-hour clock to
stop. If the powers that be were
truly interested in safety, that
would be a top discussion.
Ami Miles
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck
is that?”
Well, Tandem
Thoughts is
where the Land
Line media team
shares opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid
discussion. We
drop honesty
bombs, we poke fun, we offer provocative analysis of news and
events of interest to truckers. No topic is off limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting, as Managing
Editor Jami Jones did recently when she took the Senate
Subcommittee on Transportation to task for failing to take smallbusiness truckers’ voices into account. Or, something a little more
fun, like a recent piece Staff Writer Tyson Fisher did on a new
“truckers only” online dating service.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting
a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day
it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for
free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/
Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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Truckers SPEAKOUT

facebook.com/OOIDA
facebook.com/LandLineMag

Land Line offers polls on its website at
LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions
on issues of interest. Here are some recent polls
and their results. Please note, the numbers have
been rounded and therefore sometimes may not
equal 100 percent.

Drivers sound off
on ELD mandate

Has your tractor-trailer ever been
hit by stuff thrown off an overpass?
Yes, but it caused little or no damage..............37%
Yes, and it caused some real damage .........18%
No, I have been lucky that way........................45%

They won’t make the changes to this law and the hours
of service until they see how it affects our growing
economy. If they think we have a driver shortage today,
just wait till this goes in effect.
Everett Madison

How efficiently could you
operate without GPS?
Poorly. I gotta have my GPS ..............................8%
OK, but it would slow me down ....................21%
No problem, I have an atlas ..........................71%
Do you tweet?
Yes ..................................................................11%
No ...................................................................76%
The ELD tweet storm got me started ...............13%
How many texts do you send a day?
Less than 10....................................................78%
11-20..............................................................10%
More than 20 ..................................................12%
What are you seeing in terms of freight rates?
Lower than they have been ...........................13%
About the same..............................................42%
Up a little bit...................................................34%
Significantly higher ........................................11%
Do you shop for truck parts, services,
work-related products online?
Yes ..................................................................67%
No ...................................................................33%
Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To
vote, click in one of the circles to indicate the
answer that best ﬁts your opinion. When you
click on “Vote,” the site will show you up-to-date
results, with your opinion included.
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Lack of flexibility in hours of service is the problem.
Richard Schultz

If this were truly a “cure all” for the fatigue-related
safety issues plaguing this industry, a “mandate”
would be unnecessary as we’d all be on board of our
own volition. The fact of the matter is the highest
percentage by far of fatigue-related fatalities and
accidents occurring within this industry involve trucks
whose companies already utilize the ELD or AOBRD.
Josh Robison
As a company owner, it puts us in a very tough spot.
It forces drivers to drive when they are tired and rest
when they are not. Our fleet was set at 60 mph. Now
we may have to turn them up to 75 mph to “meet the
clock.” Someone please explain to me how this is safer?
Mike Bohman
Repeal the damn mandate permanently! The HOS
should state: As long as a trucker gets an eight-hour
break in a 24-hour period, you’re good to go. Stop
trying to tell us when and when not to work. You want
to regulate an industry that is time-based on shippers
and receivers and all the other variables that hinder our
driving. The ELD should be by choice in the USA!
Cosmo Franke
The HOS need revision. The 14-hour clock was the
worst regulation to pass in 20 years. Driver obesity has
risen, drivers are forced to drive tired, and full-service
restaurants have closed, forcing drivers to eat junk and
not get a true break. The 30-minute break is a joke.
Trish Newkirk
These mandated ELDs are not only recording the
activity of the truck, but it is also an active GPS locator
and transmits the data live through a live connection to
the internet. It is the proverbial “ankle bracelet” used
on convicts under house arrest. Is a CDL some sort
of a criminal conviction that eliminates your civil and
constitutional rights?
Florin Grig
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Defending truckers’ rights and
saving them money since 1973

Representation • Information • Truck Insurance
Medical Benefits • Business Services • DOT Drug Testing
Fuel Card • Product Discounts

Become an OOIDA member.
800-444-5791 • www.ooida.com
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Too big to fail?
By Jami Jones, managing editor

Fact No. 1

here is a parable that tells
of the foolish man who
builds his house on the
sand while the wise man builds
his on a rock. While the foolish
man’s house collapses, the wise
man’s house remains standing.
The upshot of the parable is
simple to grasp, and the trucking
industry is witnessing a real-life
example of the foolish man,
embodied by the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration.
The agency was established
with a noble purpose – to reduce
truck-involved crashes.
However, the agency has been
built on a faulty foundation of
public opinion and assumptions
bolstered by questionable
research.
There are some fundamental
truths about trucking and truck
drivers that need to
be revisited.

In the vast majority of
truck-involved crashes, the
truck driver is not at fault.

T
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It’s been studied, and more
than once. The percentages
vary depending on what study
you grab, but the bottom line is
somewhere between 75 percent
and 80 percent of the time the
trucker is not at fault.
A great example of this
research was released in 2013
by the American Trucking
Associations (yes, the same
group that keeps pushing for
more technology). In the study,
the ATA reviewed research and
studies from the FMCSA as well
as the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration and some
universities.
“The preponderance of
evidence suggests that car
drivers are principally at fault in
about three-quarters (70 percent
to 75 percent) of fatal car-truck
crashes,” the paper concludes.
That’s an average, too.
For example the paper also
concludes that when fatigue is
listed as a factor in fatal cartruck crashes, the split was 87
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018
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The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration continues to heap on
regulations without proper justification.
How much more can
truck drivers stand?

Dan Blower told Land Line years ago, that even if truckers
never made an error, if the truckers never operated in an unsafe
manner, if they were all perfect – only a minority of the car-truck
fatal crashes would be eliminated.
percent car driver, 13 percent truck
driver.
This wasn’t new news, either.
Dan Blower, a researcher
with the University of Michigan
Transportation Research Institute, has
been studying crash fault in truckinvolved crashes for decades.
In fact, he told Land Line years
ago, that even if truckers never
made an error – if the truckers never
operated in an unsafe manner, if they
were all perfect – only a minority of
the car-truck fatal crashes would be
eliminated.
The fact that truckers are not at
fault in a clear majority of crashes
isn’t forgotten information either.
FMCSA’s own data from 2015,
the most recent complete year of
statistics, paints a pretty clear picture
that four-wheelers are the problem.
Not truckers. In fact, more than
two-thirds of all fatal truck crashes
reported no driver-related factors for
the trucker.

Fact No. 2
With research clearly
pointing out that truckers
are not the problem, FMCSA
keeps cooking up ways to
justify new and changing
regulations.
They cook up different research.
One such instance bit the agency
in the butt this year. Research used to
justify changes in 2013 to the 34-hour
restart limiting its use and dictating
that it contained two overnight
periods of 1 a.m. to 5 a.m. was
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

proven bunk.
Back in March, the Department
of Transportation Inspector General
signed off on a congressionally
mandated study of the voluntary
restart provision. The study shows
that requiring two overnight rest
periods and limiting the use of the
restart did not benefit drivers.
The study came after a trucker
uprising following changes to the
rule back in 2013. The study was
mandated in 2016 and was released
earlier this year. Congress mandated
that the agency follow accepted
research protocols and submit the
study and findings for review. There
was little to no room for monkeying
around with the numbers.
In the end, the study proved what
truckers have been saying.
“The study did not explicitly
identify a net benefit from the use
of the two suspended provisions on
driver operations, safety, fatigue and
health,” the report from the inspector
general to Congress states.
The proposed speed-limiter
mandate is another good example.
Research had to be cooked up.
Literally, numbers were tortured into
submission to back speed limiters.
OOIDA compared a 2010 draft of
FMCSA’s speed-limiter study to the
final version released in 2012.
The two versions use the same data
but show different conclusions about
safety and speed limiters.
“We have reviewed the newly
released report and noticed that no
new data was used to draw this latest,
reversed conclusion in comparison
to the first draft in 2010,” OOIDA
Executive Vice President Todd
Spencer said.
“They threw out specific pieces of

information that did not fit the biased
agenda to impose speed limiters. So
it’s not even a new study at all, just
new spin.”
Fortunately, the speed-limiter
proposal was put on the back burner
earlier this year. Who knows if the
agency will leave it there.

Fact No. 3
They know they are wrong.
In some instances, like with
the withdrawal of a proposal to
implement regulations related to the
detection and possible treatment of
sleep apnea, it’s difficult to tell if the
agency is seeing things differently
or if President Trump’s regulatory
reform agenda is dictating the change.
But in other cases, most notably
in hours of service, FMCSA is
starting to realize that one-sizefits-all regulations don’t work.
They acknowledge this by granting
exemptions to different types of
operations.
Since 2013, FMCSA has granted
petitions for exemption from the
30-minute rest break and the 14-hour
on-duty clock to 14 groups and
organizations. A recently granted one
tinkered with the 100-mile air radius
exemption for rail delivery services.
Ranging from livestock and bee
haulers to concrete mixing operations,
each organization pleaded its case
to increase flexibility in the HOS
regulations because of the commodity
hauled.
Once granted, not one group
has been denied renewal of their
exemption when it was due to
Continued on Page 87
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Analysis: Blaming sleep apnea
for California crash a real stretch
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

T

he National Transportation
Safety Board issued a news
release on Oct. 31, announcing it
had determined sleep apnea played
a role in a 2016 fatality crash
involving a tractor-trailer and a
motor coach that occurred near
Palm Springs, Calif.

lanes of Interstate 10 outside Palm
Springs. The crash resulted in the
death of the bus driver and 12 of
his passengers. The truck driver
and 30 passengers were injured.
The truck and other traffic had
been stopped on the highway by
police for utility work. When
traffic resumed, the truck did not
move. The motor coach struck

However, the synopsis of the NTSB report
indicates that claims saying the truck driver
suffered from undiagnosed sleep apnea
were based on the driver’s weight and not
actual testing. An NTSB spokesman later
confirmed that the truck driver was never
tested for sleep apnea.
Soon after, publications like
The Hill posted such headlines as
“Undiagnosed sleep apnea a factor
in deadly California bus crash.”
It’s the type of headline that gets a
reader’s attention and fits in nicely
with an agenda that has several
lawmakers calling for a mandate
requiring truck drivers to undergo
a sleep study.
However, a review of the NTSB
investigation revealed that there
was much more to this crash,
and the investigators’ claims that
the truck driver suffered from
undiagnosed sleep apnea were
based on assumption alone.
According to the NTSB, a
motor coach ran into the rear of a
stopped tractor-trailer at 5:16 a.m.
Oct. 23, 2016, in the westbound
24 LAND LINE

the rear of the truck two minutes
later, intruding about 13 feet
into the trailer and pushing the
combination 71 feet forward.
The NTSB determined the
probable cause of the crash was
Caltrans’ inadequate transportation
management plan. This resulted
in a hazardous situation in which
law enforcement did not detect
the truck’s lack of movement
following the traffic break and did
not provide any advance warning
to the bus driver of the potential
for stopped traffic ahead. The
board also determined the truck
driver did not resume driving after
the traffic stoppage because he
“most likely” fell asleep because
of fatigue, they claim, related to
his undiagnosed moderate-to-

severe obstructive sleep apnea.
However, the synopsis of the
NTSB report indicates their claim
that the truck driver suffered
from undiagnosed sleep apnea
were based on the driver’s weight
and not actual testing. An NTSB
spokesman later confirmed that the
truck driver was never tested for
sleep apnea.
“Based on the evidence that
the truck driver did not move his
vehicle for more than two minutes
after the traffic break ended and
his reported belief that the break
had lasted about four times its
actual length, he was most likely
asleep at the time of the crash, due
to fatigue that, given his extremely
high level of obesity, probably
resulted from undiagnosed and
untreated moderate-to-severe
obstructive sleep apnea,” the report
said.
While the release included
the words “sleep apnea” in the
headline, the synopsis of the
investigation detailed several other
factors involved in the crash.
The NTSB cited a failed traffic
management plan as being a
contributing factor.
“In its process for approving
permits for temporary traffic
breaks, the California Department
of Transportation did not require
the law enforcement use advance
warning devices when conducting
the breaks,” the report said. “Such
devices could have adjusted
the bus driver’s expectations
regarding potential traffic
stoppage. Moreover, had additional
law enforcement vehicles been
used to conduct the break, the
officers could have monitored the
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

movement of the westbound traffic
after the break ended and possibly
realized that the stopped truck did
not resume operation; they could
have then alerted the driver to rejoin
traffic.”
The report also said the truck
driver had violated hours-of-service
regulations for several days before
the crash and that the bus driver had
slept four hours or less in the dayand-a-half leading up to the crash.
However, the NTSB news release
didn’t mention the hours-of-service
violation or the bus driver’s lack of
sleep as being contributing factors
to their potential fatigue. Instead, the
news release referenced the truck
driver’s undiagnosed sleep apnea and
the bus driver’s untreated diabetes.
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Sleep apnea, specifically, has been
a hot topic in the trucking industry.
Recently, Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J.,
introduced a bill that would force the
U.S. Department of Transportation to
push through a final rule to require
testing of sleep apnea for truck
drivers and railroad workers.
In March 2016, the FMCSA and
Federal Railroad Administration
released an advance notice of
proposed rulemaking to gather
information to determine if a sleep
apnea testing mandate was necessary.
The FMCSA released a report in July
that said the agency “has determined
there is not enough information
available to support moving forward
with a rulemaking action, and so
the rulemaking will be withdrawn.”

The withdrawal was made official in
August.
Proponents of Booker’s bill cited
NTSB statistics that sleep apnea had
been listed as the probable cause in
10 highway and rail crashes in the
past 17 years. Only two of those 10
crashes – one in 2000 and one in
2009 – involved a heavy-duty truck.
The addition of the California crash
would increase the total of heavyduty fatality truck crashes blamed on
sleep apnea to three over a span of
nearly 20 years.
Forcing a mandate based on
an extremely limited number of
crashes is concerning. Knowing it’s
questionable to call sleep apnea the
culprit in at least one of the three
crashes increases those concerns. LL
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Martinez cruising through nomination process
By Land Line staff

The Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation voted unanimously in early November
to approve Raymond Martinez’s nomination to head the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration to the full
Senate.
Martinez, a long-time leader in a variety of governmentand transportation-related roles, was nominated by
President Donald Trump to head the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration in September.
Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, questioned Martinez extensively
during his confirmation hearing on Oct. 31 about the
impending ELD mandate.
Martinez said the ELDs were legally required, but he
was open to hearing the downside of the regulation.
“If confirmed, I would look forward to working with
industry and all stakeholders – safety advocates and
particularly impacted sectors of commerce. I have heard
this rule could cause serious hardship to some small,
independent truck drivers, particularly those working in
the agricultural sector, so I would want to meet with those
involved in those areas who are opposed to the rule to
learn more about their concerns.”

The Senate committee held Martinez’s confirmation
vote Nov. 7 in an executive session. His nomination was
approved unanimously. As of press time, a vote by the full
Senate had not been scheduled.
Currently, Martinez serves as the chairman and
chief administrator of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission and a member of the New Jersey State
Planning Commission.
Martinez brings with him a wealth of motor vehicle
administration experience, having served 2000-05 as
commissioner for the New York State Department of Motor
Vehicles. During this time, Martinez also was chairman of
the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee, administering
federal funding for state and local highway safety projects.
While commissioner, Martinez was also a member of the
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators and
served as president of its Region I Board and as a member
of its International Board in 2005.
Before heading the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission, Martinez was most recently the deputy
U.S. chief of protocol and diplomatic affairs for the
U.S. Department of State and the White House. He was
responsible for managing five operational divisions. LL

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix, AZ*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $9 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 9510, Wichita, KS 67277
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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House bill aims to address mistreatment of port truck drivers
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

U.S. Rep. Grace Napolitano,
D-Calif., introduced a bill in
late October targeting a broken
employment system that forces
thousands of port truck drivers into
illegal lease-purchase contracts
that require drivers to work under
severely unfair conditions.
Reps. Napolitano and Jerrold
Nadler, D-N.Y., were joined by
truck drivers from the ports of Los
Angeles; Long Beach, Calif.; and
New Jersey. Many of the truck
drivers were carrying signs with
such phrases as “wage theft stops
here,” “honor America’s workers,”
and “we the people demand good
jobs.”
The Port Drivers’ Bill of Rights
Act of 2017, HR4144, would create
a taskforce to review the system and
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crack down on violators.
“Hundreds of port truck drivers
are being forced to work as
independent operators as a way for
their employer to pay them below
the minimum wage and deny them
benefits,” Napolitano said at the
news conference.
“These truck drivers are forced
to lease-purchase a truck they can’t
afford. A common example is a
truck driver being paid $150 a day
but having to pay leasing fees of
$140 per day, only making $10 a
day. Some truck drivers are actually
making less than the lease payment
and are in debt to them. If a truck
driver misses one payment, their rig
is taken from them. It is unthinkable
that companies can continue to get
away with this scheme to underpay
hard-working truck drivers.”
The bill follows a USA Today

investigative report that looked into
illegal subcontracting schemes that
exploit truck drivers at the ports of
Los Angeles and Long Beach.
“These lease-purchase programs
are fairly common throughout
trucking where well-meaning and
hard-working people are exploited
because they are sold a bill of
goods,” said OOIDA Executive
Vice President Todd Spencer.
“This is legislation introduced
in Congress that will set up a task
force to examine and research
these issues with hopefully a
balanced group that will actually
be able to focus on and pursue
real remedies. If the end result of
lease-purchase programs don’t
produce a positive outcome,
then they can’t be beneficial to
anyone. … It’s a problem that
needs to be remedied.” LL
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2018 UCR filings delay: A stay-tuned situation
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

While it is usually time for trucking businesses to pay
annual UCR fees, complications have resulted in the 2018
registration being delayed until further notice.
The Unified Carrier Registration program is an annual,
federally mandated, state-administered registration
program for motor carriers, brokers and freight forwarders.
Each year, the UCR Board is required to recommend
fees to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration.
The FMCSA accepts the recommendation, publishes it in
the Federal Register, accepts comments, and then gives the
green light to UCR to print the registration form using the
approved fees.
On March 22 of this year, the UCR Board sent
the agency its letter of recommended fees for 2018,
incorporating a reduction of fees.
Currently, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration is mulling the reduction of the fees to
ensure the revenue from fees does not exceed the statutory
maximum and to account for the excess funds held in the
depository.

If the agency approves, the fees for 2018 would be
reduced by 9.1 percent and for 2019 by 4.55 percent.
Registration normally opens Oct. 1 and must be paid
by Dec. 31. However, filing dates have been delayed by
a combination of a slow-moving FMCSA, a failure by
the Secretary of Transportation to publish the September
meeting of the UCR Board, an ensuing lawsuit and, as one
UCR Board member described, general confusion over the
matter.
In late October, the UCR Board conducted an open
meeting by phone and voted to delay the filing date until
further notice. When the new date is announced, motor
carriers and others who are required to pay will then have
90 days to file.
While the normal enforcement date would begin Jan. 1,
the delay changes that.
OOIDA is telling its members not to pay and be advised
it’s very much a stay-tuned situation. Some permitting
services are urging motor carriers to pay now anyway,
but somewhere on their website you’ll see that payments
are nonrefundable. If you have questions, call OOIDA
Licensing and Permitting Department at 816-229-5791. LL

Compliance made easy.
As an owner-operator you and your drivers must be compliant with
DOT drug and alcohol testing laws. You need to make sure you’re
properly enrolled in a consortium, your testing records are in order
and all test results are properly documented.
CMCI minimizes the confusion of mandatory drug and alcohol
testing and record keeping requirements. CMCI provides
customers with vital information regarding detailed record
keeping, driver and supervisor training and testing.
CMCI annual enrollment cost is one of the lowest in the industry
with your OOIDA Membership dues. Each enrollment includes:

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

All selected random drug and alcohol tests
Medical Review Officer services
National collection site network
Certificate of enrollment
Education materials
Supervisor training
Driver handbook
*additional site fees may apply

Call CMCI today for more information and pricing.
Your partner in mandatory drug & alcohol testing requirements
A division of Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association Inc.

(800) 288-3784
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OOIDA Truck Insurance
Making it personal.
Friendly, fast, efficient service
for the busy owner-operator.

Happy Holidays
from all of us!
At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. You are our mission.
For 45 years, OOIDA has been dedicated to
developing a comprehensive range of
insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
OOSI is also committed to providing
outstanding, friendly customer service and
fast turn-around.
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy
is bound.
Call OOSI at 800-715-9369 and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
www.ooidatruckinsurance.com.
* Discounts and premiums subject to underwriting guidelines and verification of information.
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

As the new legislative
year approaches,
OOIDA is focused on
providing truckers
with information on
important legislation. In the next few
months, state lawmakers from all
corners of the country will rapidly
add to the list by offering new bills.
Here’s our roundup of noteworthy
issues addressed by governors in
recent weeks and the latest activity
on other notable efforts.
For a complete rundown of state
legislation, visit LandLineMag.com
and click on “Legislative Watch”
under the “Important Info” tab.

ARKANSAS
The Arkansas Department of
Transportation is trying to come
up with a plan to address highway
funding needs. The top option is to
transfer the sales tax on new and
used vehicles to transportation. The
money now goes into the state’s
general revenue account. Gov. Asa
Hutchinson recently said he would
oppose any effort to divert the
money.
Another option is to pursue a
ballot initiative for 2018 that would
ask voters to raise $400 million
for road work. Officials may also
wait for the next regular session to
convene in 2019.
CALIFORNIA
Two new laws are of note.
AB669 extends authorization
for the California Department
of Transportation to test truck
platooning. State law permitting
testing of the technology was set
to expire at the end of this year.
The law renews the testing period
for another two years, through
2019. The testing allows drivers
to operate vehicles with less than
100 feet between each vehicle or a
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combination of vehicles.
SB595 lets San Francisco-area
voters decide whether to raise
bridge tolls. The city and county of
San Francisco and the other eight
Bay Area counties are required to
hold a special election to increase
toll rates by up to $3 on the seven
state-operated bridges in the area. If
approved by voters, the plan would
fund more than 30 projects intended
to take vehicles off the road and
eliminate bottlenecks on the Bay
Area’s most heavily traveled routes.

MICHIGAN
A House bill would amend
Michigan vehicle code to specify
that turn signals are required not
only when turning but also when
changing lanes. The Michigan Court
of Appeals has clarified that current
law requires the use of a signal
when changing lanes, although it
is not specifically stated. HB5119
would codify the court’s decision
into state law. Using a turn signal
when moving a vehicle from the
shoulder into an adjacent lane also
would be required.
OHIO
An effort underway in the Senate
urges Congress to enact legislation
to require commercial trucks
nationwide to install side guards and
to establish technical specifications
for the safety devices. The measure
is Senate Concurrent Resolution
16. If approved at the statehouse,
the Ohio congressional delegation
would submit the request to U.S.
lawmakers.
PENNSYLVANIA
One bill halfway through the
statehouse would mandate the
Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation erect protective
fencing on new bridges with a

sidewalk over an interstate, railroad
or other limited-access freeway. The
rule would also apply to existing
interstate bridges when a major
renovation is needed. In addition,
SB564 would require PennDOT
to consider installing protective
fencing on overpasses where there
is a history of objects being dropped
from the bridge onto the roadway.
The House Transportation
Committee voted to advance a
bill that covers fees for certain
overweight loads. HB1444 would
assess an annual permit fee of $900
for overweight vehicles less than
100,000 pounds with a hauling
distance farther than 50 miles. State
law now authorizes a permit fee of
$750 for affected loads traveling
more than 1 mile.
Another bill would implement
restrictions on the state’s use of
automated license plate readers.
HB1811 specifies who can use plate
readers, how data can be collected,
and the length of time data can be
kept. Vehicle data could be kept
for up to one year. At that time,
captured data must be destroyed.
Data collected before the bill’s
passage would be required to be
destroyed within 60 days of the
bill’s effective date.

WISCONSIN
Efforts underway at the statehouse
would call on professional drivers
to help curb human trafficking. The
bills, AB540 and SB444, would
require prospective truck drivers
to receive training on trafficking
prevention. Specifically, a course
would be incorporated into driver
training for individuals applying for
a Wisconsin commercial driver’s
license. The course would teach
students how to identify and report
trafficking. LL
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California diesel tax rate more than doubles
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Since the first of November there
have been significant changes in fuel
tax collections in California.
The tax rates previously were 27.8
cents for gas and 16 cents for diesel.
As of Nov. 1, the gas tax increased
by 12 cents to 39.8 cents. Another
round of increases will take effect in
July 2019. At that time, the gas tax
will be raised 7.5 cents to 47.3 cents.
Also now in effect, the diesel tax
increased 20 cents to 36 cents.
The taxes on gas and diesel
also will be adjusted for inflation
beginning in July 2020.

Truckers are paying at
least 33 cents more per
gallon of diesel than they
did three years ago.
The rate increases are one
component of a 10-year, $52 billion
transportation funding deal signed
into law this past summer by Gov.
Jerry Brown.
The governor and Democrat
lawmakers have championed the
funding plan to raise an estimated
$5.2 billion annually for state and
local roads, trade corridors and
public transit.
The funding package includes
a mix of higher taxes and fees. It
is described as a first step toward
making roadways safer and boosting
the state’s economy.
Previously SB1, the new law is
estimated to raise nearly $3.8 billion
annually mostly via increases in the
gas and diesel tax rates.
In addition, the state’s 1.75 percent
sales tax applied to diesel purchases
increased to 5.75 percent. The
increase is estimated to raise $3.5
billion over the next decade.
Revenue from the diesel sales tax
increase, however, does not directly
benefit trucking. The money is being
deposited into an account for transit
and intercity rail projects.
Additional components in the
funding plan increase annual vehicle
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registration fees up to $175 and
apply an annual $100 fee for zeroemission vehicles. The fees will raise
$1.3 billion.
The fee rates increase on Jan. 1.
All rates will be indexed to keep up
with inflation.

Ballot efforts
Passage of SB1 at the statehouse
was a highly contested issue. Despite
failing to prevent the bill from
becoming law, opponents are not
going away quietly.
Multiple repeal efforts are
underway by Republicans running
for governor in 2018. State Rep.
Travis Allen, R-Huntington Beach,
has filed one ballot initiative to
repeal the tax and fee increases. The
effort must gain nearly 366,000 valid
signatures over six months to secure
its spot on the November ballot.
Fellow GOP gubernatorial
candidate and businessman John
Cox is backing a separate effort to
include a constitutional amendment
that requires fuel tax increases to
be approved by voters, retroactive
to Jan. 1, 2017. The initiative needs
584,000 signatures to get on the
ballot.
At press time, the Attorney
General’s Office was expected to
issue the official ballot summary and
title for Cox’s effort by the end of
November. At that time, signatures
can begin to be collected.
Signatures are already being

collected for Allen’s effort.
In the meantime, truckers are
paying more fuel tax.

‘Cap and trade’
To further complicate matters for
truckers’ and others’ pocketbooks,
this past year an extension of
the “cap and trade” program was
passed. The program allows the
California Air Resources Board to
cap greenhouse gas emissions and
require companies to buy permits to
exceed those caps.
Cap and trade initially applied
solely to power plants and other
heavy manufacturers. Since Jan. 1,
2015, the program also includes oil
companies.
The program is most notable
because of associated fuel tax rate
increases. CARB has estimated a
fuel tax increase between 15 cents
and 73 cents per gallon could
eventually result as oil companies
pass on costs to consumers.
In the past two and a half years,
the state’s Legislative Analyst’s
Office found the program has added
11 cents per gallon in additional
costs for gas and 13 cents more for
diesel.
The increased tax rates associated
with cap and trade are separate
from the raised rates linked with the
passage of SB1.
In all, truckers are paying at least
33 cents more per gallon of diesel
than they did three years ago. LL
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STATESIDE SPECIAL

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Truckers driving in Rhode Island
will have at least an extra few
months of toll-free roads.
Originally slated to begin at the
end of the year, the Rhode Island
Department of Transportation is
pushing back the truck-only toll
launch date to spend more time
on the required environmental
assessment study.
On Nov. 1, RIDOT released
its environmental assessment
for the first two truck-only toll
gantries, both on Interstate 95. The
assessment was published Nov. 6
for public comment.
With the public comments portion
of the environmental assessment just
beginning, the launch date of truckonly tolls will push back the tolls to
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next year in February or March.
“It’s just taking longer for us to
do it,” Peter Alviti, RIDOT director
told WPRO-AM. “The governor has
instructed us to take as long as we
need in order to make sure that all
the systems and all of the permitting
and all of the legal obligations are
met to the T.”
Christopher Maxwell, president
and CEO of the Rhode Island
Trucking Association, says the
environmental assessment should
not be the last hurdle in the process.
However, the trucking association is
pleased to see what they expected to
happen all along.
“We see glaring issues that
validate our concerns, but at the end
of the day, as we said, the gantries
will not be going up this year,”
Maxwell told Land Line.

The toll delay also pushes the
date into an election year, which
could prove to be problematic for
those seeking re-election. In office
since 2015, Gov. Gina Raimondo
may find herself defending the
truck-only tolls on the campaign
trail if she plans on retaining office
for a second four-year term. With
public opinion split on the subject,
opponents could use the tolls
against her.
This is one reason why the Rhode
Island Trucking Association hopes
this delay will go beyond February
or March of next year.
“We’re not against the
RhodeWorks. We’re against the
tolling portion,” Maxwell said. “The
trucking industry stands ready to be
a great partner with the governor if
she sees it our way.” LL

RHODE ISLAND

Truck-only toll launch date delayed
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By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

The OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

Applications
NOW being
accepted!
Kyle Klocke
Applications for
2017/2018 First place
scholarship winner
2018/2019 OOIDA
student scholarships
are being accepted now!
The OOIDA Scholarship Program was
established to aid the children, grandchildren
and legal dependents of OOIDA members.
Annually, OOIDA awards one $2,000/year
and four $1,000/year scholarships, each
renewable up to three additional years.

Application deadline is Feb 1, 2018.
To request an application and official rules, visit
www.ooida.com/scholarship or contact
the OOIDA Foundation at (800) 444-5791.

Major Benefactors

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
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MICHIGAN

Roadside drug testing
begins in five counties
Five counties in Michigan are participating in a one-year
oral fluid roadside drug testing pilot program.
The program started Nov. 8 in Berrien, Delta, Kent,
St. Clair and Washtenaw counties, the Michigan State
Police announced. The counties are spread across the
state.
The program will allow specifically trained officers
to give roadside saliva tests to drivers suspected of
being under
the influence
of such drugs
as marijuana,
cocaine and
heroin.
Legislation to
establish the pilot
program was
passed in September 2016, but launching the program
was on hold while the participating counties were
selected.
According to the Michigan State Police, the oneyear pilot program aims to determine the accuracy and
reliability of oral fluid test kits/instruments in order
to give trained drug recognition experts another tool
to combat the dangers of impaired driving. The saliva
drug tests will be used if a driver is suspected of driving
impaired and not on a random basis, according to the
Michigan State Police. The saliva will be obtained by a
mouth swab.
“Motorists under the influence of drugs pose a risk to
themselves and others on the road,” Col. Kriste Kibbey
Etue, director of the Michigan State Police, said in a
news release. “With drugged driving on the rise, law
enforcement officers need an effective tool to assist in
making these determinations during a traffic stop.”
The pilot counties were chosen based on several
criteria, including the number of impaired driving
crashes, impaired drivers arrested, and trained drug
recognition experts in the county.
According to the Michigan State Police, drug
recognition experts are police officers who have
received specific training that allows them to identify
drivers impaired by drugs.
Although the pilot program is being organized and
managed by the Michigan State Police, drug recognition
experts employed by county, township and municipal
police agencies also will be involved. LL
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Gov. Larry Hogan has a plan to add
lanes to three key transportation
routes. Privatization deals would be
tapped to get the work done.
Specifically, the plan detailed this
fall calls for adding four lanes to
Interstate 270, the Maryland portion
of the Capital Beltway, and the
Baltimore-Washington Parkway.
A news release announcing the
Republican governor’s $9 billion
traffic relief plan said Hogan is
“delivering on his commitment to
provide innovative transportation
solutions for Maryland.”
“These three massive,
unprecedented projects to widen
I-495, I-270, and MD 295 will be
absolutely transformative,” Hogan
said in the news release. “These
projects will substantially and
dramatically improve our state
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highway system and traffic in the
region.”
The announcement also officially
began the process to solicit interest
from private developers to design,
build, finance, operate and maintain
new lanes on I-495 between the
American Legion Bridge and the
Woodrow Wilson Bridge and on
I-270 between I-495 and I-70.
Developers would share some of
the toll revenue with the state.
Once completed, the traffic relief
plan is touted to deliver new express
toll lanes, in addition to existing
lanes, on all three highways.
Hogan’s office says the
state needs to act now. The
administration reports that in 2015
the statewide cost of congestion
based on car and truck delay
and wasted fuel and emissions
was estimated at $2 billion. The
figure shows a 22 percent increase

from the $1.7 billion estimated
cost of congestion in 2013.
Not everyone is on board.
Critics of the plan say it is
a misguided approach to
resolving congestion issues.
“While no one wants to sit in
traffic gridlock, building more
pavement is at best a temporary
fix, which will cost billions and
require extremely expensive
tolls for drivers,” said Sen. Paul
Pinsky, D-Prince George.
Instead, Pinsky said, the state
would be better served to invest in
mass transit and “smart growth.”
Opponents also question the
$9 billion estimate for the work.
They say the total price tag could
exceed $30 billion.
Maryland Transportation Secretary
Pete Rahn said that construction
could begin as soon as 2019. LL
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Governor proposes privatization, tolls to widen highways
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OREGON

New, higher vehicle taxes and fees to be collected
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The first of the year marks the beginning of new and
higher taxes and fees in Oregon. Tolls are also part of
the plan touted to raise $5.3 billion over the next decade
for transportation.
A 10-cent increase in the state’s 30-cent fuel tax rate
is getting the most attention. An initial 4-cent increase
takes effect on Jan. 1. Additionally, 2-cent increases are
scheduled every two years through 2024.
The existing 16.38-cent per mile tax on large trucks
will initially increase to 20.48 cents. The weight-mile
tax will eventually be raised to 25.12 cents by January
2024.
The tax increases are the result of a transportation
bill signed into law by Gov. Kate Brown. The funding
deal, HB2017, benefits major highway expansion and
improvements to mass transit via new taxes and fees.
A portion of the fuel tax revenue will be sent to
Malheur County for a $26 million intermodal freight
facility to transfer goods moved by truck onto rail.
The tolling authorization is billed as a solution to

raise revenue and to discourage people from driving
during rush hour in the Portland area. Specifically, tolls
would be added on Interstates 5 and 205 between their
interchange and the Washington border.
Tolls, however, are not a done deal. The state
must receive approval from the Federal Highway
Administration by Dec. 31, 2018, to collect the tolls.
OOIDA believes when there is a valid need to
generate additional revenue increasing fuel tax rates is
the most equitable way to accomplish that goal. Mike
Matousek, OOIDA director of government affairs, has
pointed out that any increase should be applied equally
to gasoline and diesel.
HB2017 includes a sales tax on new vehicle
purchases and higher vehicle title and registration
fees. Specific to motor carriers, flat monthly fees will
increase for carriers electing flat monthly reporting for
hauling certain commodities.
Road-use assessment fees will also increase for nondivisible loads in excess of 98,000 pounds. Minimal
increases are also set for Oregon weight receipts, singletrip permits, and continuous-trip permits. LL

Why not join the thousands of
OOIDA members who are making
a commitment to the association
as Lifetime Members?
As a Lifetime Member, you’ll be
among OOIDA’s highest profile
and most respected members.
Not only does Lifetime membership
save you money in the long run, but
if you sign up now as an OOIDA
Lifetime member, we will send you
a complimentary OOIDA jacket
with your paid membership.

Why not
support
OOIDA by
becoming

perator
Owner-Odent Drivers
Indepen ion
Associat

For information on becoming an
OOIDA Lifetime Member, contact
the Membership Department at
1-800-444-5791.

a Lifetime
Member?
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Lifetime membership dues are calculated
by multiplying the number of years from
your current age up to age 65 by $35
(there is a minumum dues fee of $125.)
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

It’s that time of year in Pennsylvania
for toll increases. The Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission recently
approved a 6 percent toll increase
for E-ZPass and cash customers. The
increase goes into effect Jan. 7.
The common toll for Class 5
vehicles will go up from $10.17 to
$10.78 for E-ZPass users. Truckers
paying cash will see an increase from
$14.45 to $15.35.
Toll increases will apply to the
entire turnpike with the following
exceptions:
n No increase for E-ZPass or
Toll-By-Plate customers at
the Delaware River Bridge
westbound cashless toll (No.
359) in Bucks County;
n Rates will not increase until April
at Keyser Avenue (No. 122) and
Clarks Summit (No. 131) on

the Northeastern Extension at
Interstate 476 in Lackawanna
County as they move to cashless
tolling; and
n Rates will not increase until
April at the Findlay Connector
(Pennsylvania Turnpike 576,
Allegheny and Washington
counties) as it also moves to
cashless tolling.

This year’s toll increase
marks the 10th
consecutive increase
for the Pennsylvania
Turnpike system. Annual
toll increases range from
3 percent to 6 percent.
Increases will continue
through 2044.
This year’s toll increase marks the
10th consecutive increase for the
Pennsylvania Turnpike system.

A 2007 law, Act 44, required the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission
to pitch in $450 million annually
to the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation for mass transit and
other PennDOT projects. Money
from the commission to PennDOT
does not have to be used for
turnpike-related projects.
In 2013, Act 89 decreased the
commission’s obligation to
$50 million a year starting in 2023.
Annual toll increases ranging from 3
to 6 percent are necessary to keep up
with debts and obligations, Turnpike
Commission Chairman Sean Logan
said in a statement from 2016.
Increases will continue through 2044,
and payments totaling $5 billion will
be made through 2057.
More than a year ago the
Pennsylvania Turnpike approved a
2017 toll increase of 6 percent. LL

PENNSYLVANIA

Turnpike annual toll increase set to take effect

Circle No. 104 on Response Card
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

LAND LINE 37

38 LAND LINE

DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

Circle No.LAND
4 on Response
Card
LINE 39

ELECTION ROUNDUP

Voters weigh in on
transportation issues
During the Nov. 7 election, voters in states
across the country had their say on various
transportation-related initiatives with hundreds
of billions of dollars at stake. Land Line tracked
measures covering statewide, county and
local ballot initiatives. Here is a state-by-state
breakdown of how some notable initiatives fared
on ballots.

Colorado

✓
❑

maintenance of state highways and local bridges;
$20 million for projects that include the state’s ports,
harbors, and transit and freight rail; and $5 million for
culvert upgrades.

New Mexico

Question 2A: Denver .................... PASSED
Whether to use general obligation bonds to “restore,
replace, and expand infrastructure and capital assets”
throughout the city. Approval would authorize issuance
of $431 million in bonds for 69 projects, including
repaving and major bridge rehabilitation.

North Carolina

Georgia

West Virginia

✓
❑

Question 1:
Athens-Clarke County .................. PASSED
Whether to implement a sales tax of 1 percent for five
years. The increase would pay for $109.5 million in
road, bridge and other infrastructure improvements.

Louisiana

✓
❑

Amendment 3: Statewide
(Oct. 14 ballot) .............................. PASSED
To protect any new fuel tax revenues in the state from
purposes not related to transportation and infrastructure.
Future fuel tax revenue must be dedicated solely to
construction and maintenance work.

Maine

✓
❑

Question 3: Statewide .................PASSED
Would authorize $105 million in general bond revenues
with $80 million designated for construction and
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✓
❑

Question 6: Albuquerque
(Oct. 3 ballot) ................................... PASSED
To increase the city’s debt by $32.5 million by issuing
general obligation bonds to fund road improvements.

✓
❑

Referendum: Raleigh ...................... PASSED
Whether to approve a $206.7 million bond package to
fund road improvement projects throughout the city. The
borrowing will be covered via a 1.29-cent property tax
increase.

✓
❑

Amendment 1: Statewide
(Oct. 7 ballot) ................................... PASSED
Whether to authorize the state to issue and sell up
to $1.6 billion in state bonds to fund highway, road
and bridge construction and improvements. The grant
anticipation revenue vehicle bonds are matched 80
percent federal to 20 percent state, or about $50 million
to $55 million of federal funds to total $500 million of
bonded funds.

✓
❑

Texas

Proposition A: Fort Bend County...PASSED
Whether to authorize $218.6 million in mobility bonds.
The bond package includes 63 road projects across the
county.
Proposition A: Galveston County . PASSED
Would authorize $56 million in bonds for the
construction, maintenance and operation of county

✓
❑
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

roads. The county also would use $5 million as matching
funds to leverage money for Texas Department of
Transportation projects.
Proposition A: Smith County ...........PASSED
Whether to authorize $39.5 million in bonds paid
out over 10 years for major county road and bridge
construction and improvements. The work would be
completed over three years.

✓
❑

✓
❑

Proposition A: Travis County .......... PASSED
Would authorize the issuance of $93.4 million in bonds
for transportation and road safety projects. The 26-item
list includes roadway, bridge, drainage, bicycle and
pedestrian projects. An emphasis is placed on needs of
Travis County’s unincorporated areas outside of city
limits.
Proposition A: Dallas ....................... PASSED
Whether to tap general obligation bonds to pay for

✓
❑

$534 million in work on thoroughfares, freeways,
intersections, bridges and streets. Also included are video
roadside cameras and other traffic and signal controls,
such as synchronizing signals and installing traffic lights
at more than 60 locations.

✓
❑

Proposition A: Midland ..................... PASSED
Whether to issue $74 million in general obligation bonds
for street improvements. The plan targets 26 road projects
over five years across the city.

✓
❑

Proposition B: Midlothian ................PASSED
Whether to issue $22 million in bonds for “constructing,
improving, upgrading and reconstructing streets and
roads, including related bridges and intersections
… traffic safety and operational improvements and
signalization and signage, the acquisition of any
necessary right-of-way, and other related costs for such
projects.” LL
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.

OOIDA now offers members OOIDA Compliance Connection,
a new program from OOIDA to assist members to stay in
compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.
With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and easily establish
compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA Compliance Connection offers:
• 24/7 online access to files
• Carriers can upload their own documents. No need
to scan and email or fax
• A system for storing driver qualification files
• Assistance with all maintenance files
• Organizes paperwork and allows auditors to
view records during a new entry safety audit

New Feature –
Permits &
Licensing
Management

• File copies of roadside inspection reports
• Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs and
other resources in an easy-to-access location
All of this information is easily accessible and can be sent confidentially and
selectively to an authorized investigator.
Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of
compliance record-keeping and maintenance.
Call OOIDA Business Services and find out about
OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
Circle
23 on
Response Card
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LAWSUITUPDATE

OOIDA argues in court that FMCSA
bypassed rulemaking on sleep apnea
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

An attorney for the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association told a panel of federal judges that the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration acted “without
accountability” by bypassing the rulemaking process in
order to regulate obstructive sleep apnea.
Paul Cullen Jr., OOIDA’s litigation counsel with The
Cullen Law Firm, presented the Association’s case
against the U.S. Department of Transportation to the
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals during oral arguments on
Nov. 15 in Omaha, Neb.
OOIDA’s lawsuit alleged the FMCSA slipped
regulations regarding sleep apnea into a 2015 final rule
that required the agency’s certified medical examiners to
use a new medical form. OOIDA argued that the FMCSA
incorporated into the Code of Federal Regulations a
detailed list of medical criteria that included obstructive
sleep apnea as one of the areas for medical examiners to
review when deciding whether to certify a driver.
“What is the problem with this going forward without
the rulemaking process?” Cullen asked. “It makes
OOIDA members and other truck drivers face expensive
and unpredictable standards. These decisions can
disqualify drivers from operating a truck.”
In October 2013, President Barack Obama signed a
law that required the FMCSA to go through the formal
rulemaking process and analyze the potential cost of
sleep apnea requirements rather than simply issuing
guidance.
The DOT argued that the medical certification
final rule didn’t expand any examination or testing
requirements.
Many of the judges’ questions focused on what the
impact would be if the sleep apnea criteria were removed
from the regulation.
OOIDA said it would mean medical examiners
wouldn’t be able to disqualify drivers for things that
aren’t rules.
“FMCSA has been able to advance this agenda
without either exposing those requirements to the public
comment and transparency requirements,” OOIDA wrote
in its brief. “Now that FMCSA has incorporated those
criteria as a stand-alone section of the Code of Federal
Regulations, it is time that they be held accountable.”
There is no time frame as to when the judges will make
a decision. However, a ruling isn’t expected for at least
several months. LL
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Big wins and
battle plans
With big knockouts on the
regulatory front and the looming
ELD mandate, OOIDA’s Board
of Directors hunkers down to plot
next steps in capitalizing on a
new era of regulatory reform.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

Continued on Page 46
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B

uoyed by an unprecedented string of
wins knocking out existing and proposed
regulations, the fall meeting of the OOIDA
Board of Directors centered on planning and strategy
to combat the electronic logging mandate.
President and CEO Jim Johnston
“We’ve never been busier than we have this year
with the new administration in place,” OOIDA
Executive Vice President Todd Spencer told the
Board. “Things are changing so much, and, with the
focus on regulatory reform, our opportunities have
never been better.”
Spencer detailed a number of big victories that
resulted in regulations and proposed regulations
simply going away. There is nothing in the works to
increase mandatory minimum levels of insurance.
Motor carriers won’t be getting automatic “safety”
ratings based off CSA. The proposed apnea
regulation has been withdrawn. That’s just a sample
of some of the big ones.
“While this is all great,” Spencer said, “rest assured
that these issues will pop up again, and we will be
ready to fight. Our D.C. team works hard to keep
lawmakers informed and educated on these issues.
They never rest.”
The electronic logging mandate deservedly took
Executive Vice President Todd Spencer
center stage during the meeting with the upcoming
deadline closing in.
The Cullen Law Firm, OOIDA’s litigation counsel,
continues to look at legal remedies to foil the
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Playing defense has scored
some big wins for OOIDA
By Jami Jones, managing editor

Rod Nofziger, OOIDA chief operating officer

Gary Green, Edwardsville, Kan.

General Vice President Woody Chambers, Eddyville, Ky.
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Everyone has heard the old philosophical experiment: If a tree falls
in the woods and no one is around, does it still make a sound? In
OOIDA’s world, the question is: If you prevent something bad from
happening and no one knows it, was it still a win?
Perhaps one of the best examples of how OOIDA successfully
fights for truckers by keeping things from happening was showcased
in the state legislative portion of the OOIDA Board of Directors
meeting.
OOIDA Director of Government
Affairs Mike Matousek told the board
Sometimes the
that transportation funding will always
be an issue, and it’s one that each state fair and equitable
approaches a little differently. At the
way is to retain
end of the day, state lawmakers and
the status quo and
transportation officials want more
defeat proposed
revenue for transportation projects,
and they’ll usually get it one way or
funding plans.
another. Our job is to look for fair and
equitable solutions.
Sometimes the fair and equitable
way is to retain the status quo and defeat proposed funding plans.
OOIDA was able to help prevent New Mexico from enacting a
permit tax on the state’s existing weight-distance tax. Lawmakers
in both chambers of the legislature passed this proposal, but it was
vetoed by Gov. Susana Martinez. The Association had some extra
ammo in that fight with its fresh legal win over New York on a
similar permitting fee scheme. That certainly helped throw cold water
on the New Mexico idea.
The Association was also able to block a proposed weight-distance
tax in Wisconsin and a sales and use tax on the transportation of
personal property in Louisiana.
Sometimes OOIDA scores wins they hope that members never
have to know about. A perfect example of this is the continued
fight around the country to combat predatory towing practices. The
problem our members face is significant overcharges of thousands or
tens of thousands of dollars with little or no recourse.
So, if you are unfortunate enough to need a tow, know that OOIDA
has scored wins in Colorado and West Virginia recently reining
in those predatory companies looking to score big off a trucker’s
misfortune.
And, finally, it’s possible that only a niche segment will feel the
relief from some wins.
The definition of what constitutes a traditional automobile
transporter is also an issue at the state and federal level. There’s
a lot of legislative and regulatory history regarding automobile
transporters, but it really became an issue in 2004 thanks to an
incorrect interpretation by the Federal Highway Administration.
OOIDA has forced the issue relentlessly over the past year or so and
scored a comment period in which the conflict could be resolved. LL
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mandate and legal options for a delay.
“Our focus right now is on the day and throwing sand in the
gears any way we can,” Paul Cullen Sr. told the board.
Rep. Brian Babin’s efforts to delay the mandate through a
legislative fix also were reviewed. The lawmaker’s ELD Extension
Act of 2017, HR 3282, was and still is gaining more cosponsors.
Following the board meeting, Babin also wrote a letter to President
Trump asking for an executive order to delay the mandate until
April.
The nagging question that no one wanted to ask but was faced
head-on in the meeting: What happens if the mandate is not
delayed?
“We will continue to fight.”
That was the emphatic response from
OOIDA President Jim Johnston.
“We will never give up on a repeal,”
he said.
As the electronic logging mandate
nears, it is also shedding a very bright
light on a fundamental problem that
truckers face, Spencer said.
“We have a serious hours-of-service
problem,” he said. “It will be one of
our highest priorities in D.C. to find a
fix to this antiquated, rigid system.” LL

Our D.C. team
works hard to
keep lawmakers
informed and
educated on
these issues.
They never rest.

Paul Cullen Jr. of The Cullen Law Firm, Washington, D.C.

Paul Cullen Sr. of The Cullen Law Firm, Washington, D.C.

Kenneth Becker, Montgomery, Texas

Steve Davenport, Lewisville, Texas

David Jungeblut, Sibley, Mo.
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Johanne Couture, Brockville, Ontario

Photos by Nikohle Barnes

Chuck Paar, Mount Jewett, Pa.
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What’s topping OOIDA agenda?
The Top 10 concerns of OOIDA members

Treasurer Leo Wilkins, St. Charles Township, Mich.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

ELD mandate
Speed limiter mandate
Hours-of-service 14-hour clock provision
Hours-of-service split sleeper berth restriction
Hours-of-service rest break provision
EPA emission rules (rollback to pre-2010)
Sleep apnea testing/guidance
Fair Labor Standards Act (overtime exemption for truckers)
Beyond Compliance program
Certified Medical Examiner Registry

Others mentioned in member survey:
UCR • diabetes waiver • self-insured carriers
DOT annual inspection • CSA • detention time
70-hour rule • split speeds • CARB • lane restrictions
Tilden Curl, Olympia, Wash.

Monte Wiederhold, Lebanon, Ohio

Miles Verhoef, Malta, Mont.

Lou Esposito, Duanesburg, N.Y., and Gary Carr, Wayne, Maine
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Lewie Pugh, Freeport, Ohio

Mike Matousek, OOIDA director of government affairs
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OOIDA scholarship tops $300,000
mark for money awarded
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Dick Pingel, Plover, Wis.

Bryan Spoon, Garner, N.C.

Mark Elrod, Peru, Ind.
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Each year, the OOIDA Mary Johnston Scholarship Fund awards one
renewable $2,000 scholarship and four renewable $1,000 scholarships
for the children, grandchildren and legal dependents of members of
the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association.
Since the program started in 1998, more than $315,000 in
scholarships have been awarded to 96 students, allowing them to seek
a higher education at a university or technical school.
With about 70 applicants each year, determining who receives
the scholarships isn’t an easy task for the scholarship advisory
committee.
However, longtime committee member Paula Chambers shared her
voting philosophy during the committee’s meeting in October at the
OOIDA headquarters in Grain Valley, Mo.
“What you have to remember is that every one of these students
is worthy,” Chambers said. “Often, we’re looking at kids who really
need that help and wouldn’t be able to go on to technical school (or
college) without the scholarship.”
Much of the meeting centered on fundraising efforts for the
scholarship, as well as discussion of ways to make the program more
visible.
As part of fundraising efforts, the scholarship committee hosted a
bake sale and sold biscuits and gravy at OOIDA headquarters during
the week of the fall board meetings. In addition, two tickets to the
Oct. 22 NASCAR event at the Kansas Speedway were raffled off and
an OOIDA jacket was placed in a silent auction.
The committee also reported that the OOIDA website now includes
a link to apply for the scholarship online. Andrew King of the
OOIDA Foundation told the committee that he’s hopeful the ability to
apply online will help increase the number of applicants.
To open the meeting, a vote approved the addition of Cathy
Jungeblut to the scholarship committee.
Applications for the next scholarship are due Feb. 1. LL

Doug Smith, Bountiful, Utah
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Hamlin “Trot” Raney III, Wake Forest, N.C.

Terry Button, Rushville, N.Y.
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

Wanted:
Nominations
for OOIDA Board
By Land Line staff

Hamlin “Trot” Raney, right, was elected to fill the remaining term of
a vacant position on the Board of Directors at the fall board meeting.
Raney, a 46-year-old owner-operator from Wake Forest, N.C., was
elected from the current alternate board members. His term will expire
in 2018 and he will be up for re-election at that time. He was sworn in by
OOIDA Board President Jim Johnston. (Photo by Jami Jones)

John Koglman, Oberlin, Ohio

Collin Long, director of legislative affairs,
D.C. office

Secretary Robert Esler, Taylor, Mich.

Jay Grimes, manager of federal affairs,
D.C. office
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Ever thought you’d like to be part of the
OOIDA Board of Directors? It’s nomination
time.
The election will take place in the fall of
2018. Those elected will be seated at the
2019 spring board meeting.
Here’s how it works. Every two years,
OOIDA holds an election for board
alternates. Alternates are elected to two-year
terms by and from the membership. All
current alternate board member terms expire
in 2019, so it’s time to toss your hat in the
ring now.
The election process began Nov. 15,
when the Nomination-Election Committee
mailed nomination forms to all current
dues-paying members. The nomination
forms also are available online. The form
is also on the members-only portion of
OOIDA.com. If you are a member and not
registered on the website, send an email to
CommunicationsDept@OOIDA.com to sign
up.
Members may nominate themselves or
another member. A nominee must have
a minimum of five consecutive years of
commercial truck driving experience and
five consecutive years of active Association
membership immediately before the
nomination.
Nominations are due by Dec. 31. The
Nomination-Election Committee will
then verify qualifications and send out
questionnaires asking for more information.
Successful candidates will be placed on the
ballots. Ballots will be sent to membership
Nov. 15, 2018, and are due back Dec. 31,
2018. Five seats will be open.
Once elected, alternates take part in all
discussion at meetings and run for any
midterm vacancies on the board. They also
run as equals against sitting board members
when four-year full board terms expire with
half the board seats expiring every two
years. LL
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TRUCKING SPOTLIGHT

Working
together
American Sikh truckers emerged
as a powerful voice in a series
of protests nationwide aimed
at delaying the ELD mandate.
Their efforts caught the attention
of OOIDA, and Forrest Lucas.
Here’s why you should be
paying attention, too.

A convoy of trucks participate in a parade organized by Sikhs PAC to draw attention to trucker
opposition to the ELD mandate. The parade was held as part of a larger event celebrating Sikh
culture and history on Nov 4 in Yuba City, Calif.

By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

T
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Gurinder Singh Khalsa, left, founder and chairman of Sikhs PAC, and Forrest Lucas, founder of
Lucas Oil Co., talk outside the White House following an October meeting with Vice President Mike
Pence.

opposition efforts with another truck
protest, as part of the annual Sikh
Parade Festival on Nov. 4 in Yuba
City, Calif. Khalsa estimates that as
many as 90 percent of Sikh truckers
are owner-operators, with the
majority hauling produce.
Khalsa said the furor over the ELD
mandate also reflects larger concerns
from the trucking community about
the inflexibility of the current

hours-of-service rules for drivers.
Members of Sikhs PAC are telling
the group that the hours-of-service
rules “simply don’t work for
people hauling perishable produce,
livestock, bees and other perishable
loads.
“The main component that needs
to be addressed is the 14-hour
window.”
Another issue facing drivers is the
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018
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housands of truckers staged
demonstrations on both coasts
in opposition of the upcoming
electronic logging device mandate.
Gurinder Singh Khalsa, the
founder and chairman of Sikhs
Political Action Committee, is
working to bring American Sikh
truck drivers together to support a
variety of causes that would have a
positive impact on owner-operators
and small-business truckers. He
estimates there are roughly 150,000
Sikhs in the U.S. trucking industry.
Sikh drivers were a large part of
the protests taking place in early
October, staged by groups like
Operation Black and Blue and
ELD or Me – which have been
engaging in a coordinated campaign
with federal lawmakers and even
President Donald Trump to affect
a repeal or delay of the Dec. 18
deadline for the ELD mandate.
“ELDs were never meant to be
a safety device,” Khalsa said in an
interview with Land Line. “And
there’s no data to prove that it’s a
safety implement.”
Sikhs PAC has continued its

Who are Sikhs?
lack of safe, available parking, which
along with the hours of service and
the ELD mandate, are battles that the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association has been fighting for
years.
“Hearing Sikh drivers discuss their
concerns with trucking regulations,
you immediately realize how closely
aligned they are to the position of
OOIDA on nearly every issue,” said
Collin Long, OOIDA’s director of
legislative affairs. “Specifically, their
efforts to fight the ELD mandate
through grassroots advocacy and local
demonstrations has reinforced and
enhanced OOIDA’s efforts to delay
and repeal the regulation on Capitol
Hill.”
The efforts of Sikhs PAC and Sikh
drivers also caught the attention of
Forrest Lucas, the founder of Lucas
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Sikhs are followers of a
monotheistic faith (they believe in
one God) that believes in equality,
including gender equality,
and service to others. Sikhism
emerged in the Punjab region
in what is now India. Because
of their turban and beards, male
Sikhs are often mistaken for
Muslims. But Sikhism teaches
such principles as freedom of
religion, community service and
inclusiveness. The majority of
Sikhs in America live in California,
New York, Texas and Illinois.
Indiana, where Sikhs PAC is
based, is home to about 10,000
Sikhs. LL

Oil and a former owner-operator. In
October, Lucas announced he was
partnering with Sikhs PAC in the
battle to delay or overturn the

“ELDs were never meant
to be a safety device, and
there’s no data to prove that
it’s a safety implement.”
– Gurinder Singh Khalsa, founder
and chairman of Sikhs PAC
ELD mandate.
Lucas and Khalsa met with Vice
President Mike Pence, a fellow
Indiana native, at the White House in
mid-October to discuss the concerns
drivers have over the mandate.
In an interview with Land Line,
Lucas, an OOIDA member, said he
told Pence the regulation would have
major cost ramifications for truckers
and the American public.
“I told him, if you’re going to go
Continued on Page 65
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‘She has been
a giant for us’
Sandi Soendker retires
after three decades of
service to Land Line
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

hen Sandi Soendker started working at Land
Line in the fall of 1987, she didn’t know
much about the trucking industry.
Soendker soon realized she would need to learn fast.
“I would say to (former Land Line editor and current
OOIDA Executive Vice President) Todd Spencer, ‘I
don’t know anything about trucking.’ He would say,
‘that’s no excuse.’
“And that’s still true today. You have to know it. You
have to really know it.”
In the past 30 years, Soendker evolved into one of
the leading authorities in the trucking media. She was
promoted from reporter to managing editor in 1991,
and she became Land Line’s editor-in-chief in 2013.
That same year, she received a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Truck Writers of North America at the
Mid-America Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky.
This past November, Soendker retired, ending a
30-year tenure that she used to help develop Land Line
into the premier publication for small-business and
company truck drivers.
“She came here with a lot of energy and enthusiasm,”
OOIDA President Jim Johnston said. “At the time she
knew very little about trucking, but she is absolutely a
quick learner. Over the years, she has demonstrated the
ability to get down deep into the subject.”
A journalist for six years before transitioning to the
trucking press, Soendker said she hit her stride at Land
Line when she helped uncover a case of insurance
fraud in the late 1980s.
“We had people come in and show us their insurance
paperwork, and the paperwork was fake,” Soendker
said. “There wasn’t any insurance. Truck drivers were
paying $425 a month, and there was no insurance.
We began to unravel this incredible story of insurance
fraud. We had the access to the truck drivers, so we
were able to tell the story that no one else could. The

W
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Sandi Soendker, who served as a reporter and editor at Land Line for
30 years, retired in November. (Land Line file photo)

drivers came to us. No one else had that.
“We started putting all the clues together, and I got
caught up in the chase. I loved it. I still think it was
some of my best work.”
Spencer said Soendker’s passion for providing a
voice for the nation’s truck drivers was evident from
the start.
“We always encouraged Sandi to be bold when
seeking answers to questions and issues that would
impact our members,” Spencer said. “Pretty quickly,
you could tell that Sandi was a person who would
approach things with passion. She’s a person who can
get behind a cause. The Association wants to stand up
for people, because it’s the right thing to do. Sandi has
always been good at that.”
However, Soendker admits that she had some
missteps along the way as well.
“When I first went to work for Land Line, Todd
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

Soendker received a Lifetime
Achievement Award from
the Truck Writers of North
America in 2013.

Sandi Soendker gives a few remarks after being awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award by the Truck Writers of North America in 2013.
(Photo by Paul Hartley, AddMedia.com)

OOIDA President Jim Johnston is shown walking with Soendker. Johnston
raved about Soendker’s accomplishments from the past 30 years. “She
may be 5-foot-3, but she has been a giant for us,” Johnston said. (Photo by
Nikohle Barnes)

assigned me to do a story on how a large carrier in the
Midwest encouraged drivers to keep two log books.
“I called and asked for the president of the company,”
Soendker recalled. “It was about 5 p.m., and the man
who answered said, ‘that would be me.’ I proceeded
to interview him and his answers were frank and very
revealing. He said he was a former trucker and now
the man who made all the decisions. I was so excited.
I could not wait to show Todd. When I did, he did not
recognize the ‘president’ and said, ‘who the hell did you
talk to down there, because it was not the president.’
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

“As it turns out, the Mr. Smith I talked to had most
certainly been a trucker and was retired, but he was not
the president. He was the night janitor. I was humiliated,
and Spencer got a big laugh at my expense. I’ll say one
thing though – the guy gave one heck of an interview.”
Soendker learned a valuable lesson from the
amusing incident, and she didn’t let it deter her from
accomplishing her mission of uncovering the truth and
sharing OOIDA’s story.
“Jim and Todd were fearless in what they let me do
and in what they let me dig in to,” she said. “They were
always totally supportive.
“We always fight for the little guy. We shine the light
in dark places. That’s what makes it fun to come to work
every day.”
During Soendker’s tenure, Land Line has been
recognized with numerous national and international
automotive press awards. She has earned an abundance
of individual awards as well.
“When Sandi extended the opportunity to come to
Land Line many years ago, there was nowhere else I
wanted to be,” said Land Line Managing Editor Jami
Jones, who assumed the top position in the newsroom
after Soendker’s retirement. “She had built a publication
that stuck to journalist ethics and fought for the actual
truck drivers. Her leadership, counsel and tenacity are
the fuel that brought Land Line to this point. Moving
ahead and forward without her is daunting, but because
of all she’s taught us, not impossible.
“We all have been inspired to fight hard for truckers
with our knowledge, research, and words. She’ll never
really be gone from Land Line, because we’ll carry on
with the same unyielding commitment to the truth and
how it affects truckers that Sandi built Land Line on.”
And while Soendker retired from her position
of editor-in-chief, she will continue to be with the
Association and OOIDA media as a consultant and
occasional contributing writer.
“She may be 5-foot-3, but she has been a giant for us,”
Johnston said.
“She is someone that we are going to dearly miss, but
her retirement is well deserved.” LL
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TRUCK SHOWS

Former FMCSA administrators
headline Women in Trucking event
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

A

nnette Sandberg sees a potential
silver lining in the upcoming ELD
mandate – having the devices equipped
in most trucks may finally provide
regulators with the hard numbers they
need to create a better hours-of-service
regulation for drivers.
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Former FMCSA acting administrator Daphne Jefferson receives the Influential Women in
Trucking Award from Freightliner Trucks and Women in Trucking. The award was presented to
Jefferson by Mary Aufdemberg with Daimler Trucks North America and Ellen Voie, founder and
CEO of Women in Trucking.

Former FMCSA administrator Annette Sandberg
gives an interview to Land Line Now following
her presentation at the Accelerate! Expo on
Nov. 7 in Kansas City, Mo. Sandberg was a
featured speaker during a panel at the event.

technologies in their cabs.
“We don’t want technology to
become so invasive in a driver’s life
that it locks down every little thing
they do and they feel like they can’t
move without some device tracking
them,” she said.
Sandberg was one of two former
FMCSA administrators on hand for the
second day of the conference, which is
designed to promote gender diversity
in trucking and transportation industry
jobs.
Also at the event, the association
and Freightliner Trucks presented the

seventh-annual Influential Woman in
Trucking award to Daphne Jefferson,
outgoing acting administrator of the
FMCSA.
The Influential Woman in Trucking
award recognizes women in the
trucking industry who make or
influence key decisions, have a proven
record of responsibility, and mentor
and serve as a role model to other
women. The award was developed in
2010 as a way to honor female leaders
in trucking, and to attract and advance
women within the industry.
“We are truly honored to have such
a positive relationship with the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration
through Daphne Jefferson. She took
the time and made the effort to spend
two days in the truck with two of
our female drivers in order to better
understand the industry from the
driver’s perspective, and this helped
her lead the agency,” Women in
Trucking President and CEO Ellen
Voie said. LL
Land Line Now Host Mark Reddig
contributed to this report.
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“I think what ELDs will do, and I
know there’s been a lot of opposition
to ELDs, but it will actually give us
good data to adjust the hours of service
appropriately,” Sandberg said in an
interview with Land Line Now. The
interview took place following a
presentation Sandberg made Nov. 7
during the Women in Trucking’s
Accelerate! Conference and Expo in
Kansas City.
Sandberg led the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration from
August 2003 to April 2006 under
George W. Bush. She served as a
featured speaker on a panel about
women succeeding in a maledominated industry.
During Sandberg’s tenure as FMCSA
administrator, she oversaw significant
changes to the hours-of-service
regulation. Sandberg said there were
several things the agency wanted to
do with the new regulations, including
some more “trucker friendly” tweaks
on things like split-sleeper berth
provisions, that weren’t possible at the
time.
“We just simply didn’t have the data
to support it. And from the agency
perspective, they have to have data to
support any rule change,” she said.
She also expressed empathy for
drivers who feel constrained by
the potential influx of invasive

OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May, 2020!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2020.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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JOURNEYS SPECIAL

Museum brings history
of cars and trucks to life
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer
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The National Auto and Truck Museum in Auburn, Ind., is home to about
175 classic vehicles. The museum attracts about 25,000 to 30,000
visitors annually.

A 1935 Ford tow truck is part of the collection at the
National Auto and Truck Museum.

Photos courtesy of the National Auto and Truck Museum

W

hen giving tours at the National Auto and Truck
Museum in Auburn, Ind., Executive Director
David Yarde said he likes to show patrons what it used
to be like to be a truck driver.
“We like to show them how difficult it was to be a
truck driver in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s,” Yarde said.
“You take a look in these vehicles and you can see what
drivers faced in those days. There were no creature
comforts.”
The museum will soon have a gallery called “The
American Truck Driver: A Walk Through the Ages.”
“We’re starting with the articles and moving up
through the modern creature comforts of the day,” Yarde
said. “We want people to be able to get a firsthand look
at these vehicles and see what a trucker faced in the
earlier days.
“Not only didn’t it have air conditioning, it had no
sound-deadening. The left side of your body was fried
in the summer, and you froze in the winter. Before
the interstate highways, you were going through all of
these little towns. You were constantly upshifting and
downshifting. We want to show people how challenging
it was to be a truck driver. Most people have no idea
until they see inside the trucks and start to understand
how difficult truck drivers had it. We want to preserve
that. It’s part of the transportation industry’s heritage.”
Mark Elrod, an OOIDA life member from Peru, Ind.,
is a member of the American Truck Historical Society
and a frequent visitor to the National Auto and Truck
Museum.
“This is our history as far as I’m concerned,”
Elrod said. “This is back when truck drivers were

On display at the museum is a Futurliner, which was part of General
Motors’ Parade of Progress.
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truck drivers. They didn’t cruise down the road with air
conditioning and all that. It’s interesting to see how things
have evolved. It’s a part of our history that I’d hate to see
lost.”
Yarde said the museum possesses one of the largest
displays of International Harvester Trucks from the early
1910s through the 2000s. He said many of the trucks in the
collection are prototypes.
The museum, which also displays cars and motorcycles,
opened in 1994. At that time, the museum started with fewer
than 20 vehicles. Now, the collection is about 175, and the
museum receives 25,000 to 30,000 visitors each year.
Yarde said the museum’s earliest vehicle is a 1903 Model
A Ford.
“It’s the fourth-oldest known Ford in existence,” he said.
“Ford Motor Co. owns the first two. This is No. 4.”
Among the many other interesting vehicles in the
museum’s collection include a Ford Mustang prototype with
a Wankel rotary internal combustion engine, and a Chrysler
Ball Stud Hemi.
Yarde said both of the vehicles are one of one.
The museum also possesses extensive collections of
Tomahawk motorcycles and Checker cabs.
Another gem at the museum is the a Futurliner, which

“Most people have no idea until they see
inside the trucks and start to understand
how difficult truck drivers had it. We want to
preserve that. It’s part of the transportation
industry’s heritage.”
– David Yarde, executive director of the
National Auto and Truck Museum

was part of General Motors’ Parade of Progress campaign
of the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s. The vehicle is No. 10 of 12
Futurliners that traveled North America to promote the latest
technological advancements.
“The whole purpose was to provide medium-size towns
with a glimpse of the future,” Yarde said. “The Futurliner
we have introduced people to stereophonic sound.”
The museum is in the process of promoting its capital
campaign to generate money for a new Parade of Progress
building that will house the Futurliner and other General
Motors vehicles of the era. The campaign also is raising
money for improvements and repairs to the building as well
as a new Exposition Hall with display space, larger meeting
rooms and additional parking.
The projects are expected to cost $5 million. LL
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OOIDA Senior Member John Smedile, in front of The Deuce, his 2017
Peterbilt 389 with a custom ARI Legacy Sleeper, 335-inch wheelbase,
600 hp Cummins, 18-speed transmission and 3:96 rears. (Photo by
Nikohle Barnes)

Go big or go home
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

R

esilient describes a quality that
we seem to find often in the
ranks of small business truckers.
OOIDA Senior Member John
Smedile is one of those guys.
Before we explain why, let us
tell you a bit about John. He’s a
firefighter for one of the busiest
volunteer fire departments in New
Jersey and has been since 1986. His
other passion is trucking. Currently,
John is leased to Horseless Carriage
Carriers Inc., Paterson, N.J., a job
he’s had for 11 years.
This father of two lives in Wayne,
N.J. He has a daughter, Cherie, and
son, John Jr.
His son grew up riding in the
truck with his dad and is currently
in Japan, serving in the U.S. Marine
Corps. His dad says when he comes
home, John Jr. can’t wait to start
driving a truck for a living.
How does John handle dual roles
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of being both a firefighter and an
over-the-road trucker? He says he
gets home, gets out of the truck and
goes to the firehouse. There, he’s
an engineer and spends long days
working on the department’s big
equipment.
Then he’s back on the interstate.
For years, he has hauled new and
classic cars for Horseless Carriage,
delivering to a mind-blowing
celebrity list of clients. Great gig,
cool loads.
Livin’ the dream? Well …
“There are no such guarantees in
trucking,” he says.
Being an owner-operator is full of
curveballs, and you could say John
has been hurled a few.
For a while, he turned heads on
the highway with his 2008 Peterbilt
389 (named Stacks) painted to
match the carrier’s well-known
green. The sleeper was custom built
and made John’s trips more than
comfortable.

But in 2012, Stacks threw a meat
cleaver into Smedile’s budget
with recurring major engine
problems. But, by 2013, he was
back on the road with a highly
modified Caterpillar engine built
by Pittsburgh Power that rocked the
dyno.
Then, in 2016, while trucking in
Tennessee, Stacks burned to the
ground.
“I was going down the road, and
it stumbled, like you’re losing a
fuel injector. I changed lanes, and
it did it again. Next thing, smoke is
rolling, and I thought, ‘This is not
going to end well.’”
John, a 30-year firefighter, said
he had never seen anything go up in
flames so fast.
“In a minute or so, it was fully
involved, and I had to get out.”
The narrow escape left him with
few minor burns, and Stacks was a
complete loss.
He chose not only to carry on
but go even bigger. He decided to
buy a brand new Peterbilt 389 and
go all in with the paint scheme, big
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

posh custom sleeper and details he’s
always wanted. That’s how
Stacks 2.0, or The Deuce, came into
the picture.
The Deuce is a 2017 Pete, 100
percent custom built to John’s
specifications with a 335-inch
wheelbase, 600 horsepower
Cummins, 18-speed transmission and
3:96 rears.
“It was like go big or go home,”
he said, “and I wasn’t about to go
home.”
In December 2016 he rolled out of
Shipshewana, Ind., with his 132-inch
dream sleeper built by ARI Legacy
Sleepers, also to his specifications.
The interior features rear-door
entrance, green strip lighting, dinette,
front shower, U-shaped countertop,
cherry hardwood inside and shiny
stainless on the outside.
Before the total customization was

complete, another setback was in the
cards.
In January, John broke his shoulder
unloading and was unable to drive.
With a brand new truck and payment,
he was in a “world of hurt.” A tough
six months? That didn’t begin to
describe it.
By June, he was released by his
doctor, and work on the new truck
resumed. In September, the custom
striping was completed by one of his
sponsors, Rush Peterbilt body shop in
Fontana, Calif. Rush also installed a
complete 7-inch exhaust system from
sponsor Lincoln Chrome.
Today, John and The Deuce are back
on the road turning heads and turning
the miles for Horseless Carriage.
“I really have to give a huge
heartfelt thank you to Frank
Malatesta, owner of Horseless
Carriage Carriers for everything he

has done for me in the past 11 years,”
says John, who says his boss treats
him more like a son than a lease
operator.
“I guess it is all part of ‘going big.’
This truck represents a 30-year plan. I
always wanted to do this, so I figured,
hell, it’s just time to do it,” he says.
Editor’s note: The Deuce’s fan
club of sponsors include Lincoln
Chrome, Pine Island, Minn.; Sparks
Trailer Repair, Sparks, Nev.; Rush
Peterbilt Body Shop, Fontana, Calif.;
Evans Polishing and Detailing,
Chilton, Wis.; Elizabeth Truck
Center, Elizabeth, N.J.; Roadworks
Manufacturing, Lafayette, Ind.;
Sacramento 49er Truck Stop,
Sacramento, Calif.; and Mike
Stover, owner of Smokey Stover’s,
Riverside, Calif., a diesel and auto
customization shop. LL
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“This card works for you.”
Your OOIDA membership card gives you more than
90 discounts, rebates and more.
OOIDA Life Member Irvin Zimmerman
of Fortuna, Mo., makes the most of his
membership card. He has taken advantage
of discounts from Michelin, 4 State Trucks
and Open Road Drivers Plan.
Call 816-229-5791 to find out how your
card can save you money.

Michelin offers OOIDA members National Account
pricing on new Michelin and BF Goodrich tires, including
passenger tires. In addition, members gain access to
24/7/365 response from Michelin’s OnCall emergency
road service program.

RigMaster Power offers
OOIDA members a
$300 rebate on all
APU models. In addition
to reduced truck fuel
and operating costs,
RigMaster APUs also
provide 110V housecurrent, a 60-amp (170amp for LG models) DC alternator to charge your truck’s
batteries, and an automatic climate control system with
convenient controls in the cab.
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GiraffeG4 offers
OOIDA members
a $15
mail-in rebate
in addition to a 5% discount on an in-cab, driverprogrammable low-clearance collision-avoidance
system. The system uses the latest in waterproof sound
technology to measure overhead hazards up to 20 feet,
giving the driver the opportunity to back out and choose
another route before damage to the trailer occurs.

The Truckers Advantage fuel
card offers OOIDA members
everyday fuel rebates,
including a 10-cent-pergallon discount from Pilot
Flying J.

TruckersHelper offers
OOIDA members a 10%
discount on its range
of trucking business
software. A variety
of versions are available to meet the speciﬁc needs of
company drivers, owner-operators and small ﬂeets.

© mipan - Fotolia.com

TheBigRigMattress.com offers OOIDA members a $35
discount on high-quality truck mattresses. The mattresses
feature individually pocketed springs ensuring comfort and
durability on the road.

Donvel offers OOIDA members a $50 discount on steer
axle stabilizers. The stabilizers turn air springs into a
powerful source of ride control for the front end of the truck
for greater ride safety and stability, less pain and fatigue,
and longer shock absorber life and tire wear.
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More discounts!

Services
Ace Registration
Clean Slate Tax
DAT Members Edge

TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental

Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Semi Systems
Truckerdox
TruckerSphere
TruckTrack

Truck & Trailer
American Trailer & Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
International Used Trucks
Kenworth
PACCAR Financial Used
Trucks
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks
Western Star

Tires
Bauer Built
Goodyear
Octagon
Purcell Tire & Service
Center

Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
La Quinta
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Wyndham

WESTERN STAR
4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
Mission Financial
Services

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication

SUPPORTERS

Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits
American Truck
Historical Society
Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler

Parts & Equipment
4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
Centramatic
CSTK (Thermo King)
Dipetane
Dura-Lite
Flitz International
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

IdleAir
MyMilesMatter
National Truck Protection
Open Road Drivers Plan
Phoenix Sleep Solutions
PrePass
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers
Tax Defense Network
Taxation Solutions
Team CME
Todd Knapp, CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions

SILVER LEVEL

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Fleet Electronics
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

Office Depot & OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

OOIDA
Corporate Supporters
GOLD LEVEL

Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call OOIDA’s Membership
Department at 816-229-5791 for details on these offers.

CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Dura-Lite Heat Transfer Products
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Missouri Movers Association
Neal Freeman Investments

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or
call the OOIDA Membership
Department at 816-229-5791 for
details on these offers.

OOIDA

Permit renewals 2018

OOIDA Business Services Department can assist with
your renewals for the 2018 year. You should soon receive
renewal notices for your IFTA as well as weight distance
tax permits in New Mexico and Oregon. These permits
need to be renewed by Jan. 1. Now as far as UCR goes,
we are in a wait-and-see mode. See more on Page 28. If
you have questions or want us to process your renewals
for you, please contact the Permits and Licensing Unit at
800-444-5791.
DECEMBER
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY
2017/JANUARY 2018
2018

Safe Driving Award
Recipients
Member
Years
George R. Kern ............... 13
Terry L. Button................. 15
Rodney C. Abrams ......... 20
Bobby D. Garrett ............. 22
Leland Wilkins ................. 24
Kevin Kocmich ................ 26
Gary W. Kaufman ............ 27
Cindy Lynn Lackland ...... 27
Eddie Ray Hood.............. 32
Gregg A. Neal ................. 32
Keith Russell.................... 33
Daniel J. Piper ................. 42
Samuel V. Holder ............ 48

PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors
Zephyr Sales Co. Inc.

Sponsored by

LAND
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GIZMOS & GEARS

Can you hack an ELD,
and who would want to?
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

T

he most obvious answer to the second question
is a thief or thieving organization. If you’re
pulling a load of any value, your ELD, with
the power to communicate wirelessly, can tell them
pretty much where you are. There are other criminal
possibilities, but more about that later.
So what about the first question? Is it possible to
hack an ELD? Ask an ELD supplier and they’ll say
maybe someone else’s ELD but not ours. However,
hackers have shown themselves capable of breaking
into systems and devices far more critical – and
presumably more secure – than any ELD.
So in fact the answer is yes. Maybe it will take
time and resources, or maybe it won’t, but in either
case ELDs can be hacked.
The most infamous example of automotive
62 LAND LINE

hacking actually happened three years ago when two
techies hacked the electronic system in a 2014 Jeep
Cherokee. They were demonstrating the vulnerability
of automotive electronic systems, and the Jeep driver
knew something was going to happen. He just didn’t
know what.
The techies who reached the Jeep’s electronic
control module through the radio/entertainment
system didn’t know exactly where the Jeep was when
they began turning on the Jeep’s fan and AC and then
blasting hip-hop on the radio. Turned out the Jeep
was doing 70 mph on Interstate 64 in St. Louis when
they shut down the engine. At that point, the driver
noted afterward, “The experiment … ceased to be
fun.”
That incident made headlines all over the world
and caused Chrysler to recall 1.4 million vehicles.
Since then, auto hacking has become a public issue.
Presumably security has improved, but as security
improves so do the hackers.
“Cars have been and are being hacked. Planes
while airborne have been shown to be vulnerable to
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Hack my ELD?
What for?

With the mandate, loads of ELDs
have come on the market – more
than a few in haste. Some ELDs
are probably well conceived and
built, but you can be certain that
some are not. How could they not
present hacking opportunities?

hacking. It’s going to be the case with ELDs as
well,” said Robert Siciliano, security analyst and
author. “It is just a matter of time until something
surfaces regarding gaming the system.”
Meanwhile, even if a hacker gains access to
a truck’s control module, there’s no guarantee
he’ll get into an ELD. That would depend on the
device, the software and the security in place.
There can be as many security schemes as there
are onboard devices. It will also depend on the
skill of the hacker and how much effort he’s
willing to invest.
Some ELDs are built into larger systems, like
PeopleNet and Omnitracs. Some are dedicated
devices that track hours of service and nothing
else. And some are smartphone apps. All require a
connection to your truck’s diagnostic port.
The diagnostic port is the nine-pin receptacle
under your dash that connects with the engine
control module. The control module connects
to other systems and sensors on the truck, so
if a hacker can access your control module, he
could potentially mess with any electronically
connected system.
If you have a collision-mitigation system with
proactive braking, for example, that could include
your brakes. With defensive autonomous steering
systems coming soon, a hacker could conceivably
take the wheel of your truck. He also might be
able to access your ELD.
While a hacker could get to your ELD through
your truck’s control module, it’s more likely to
be the other way around. The hacker might want
to reach the control module through your ELD.
Continued on Page 64
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018
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Some believe there is.
We’re talking about a
digital back door, not a
hatch on hinges. Whoever
has the right combination
of keystrokes can walk through this
back door and reach the code that
runs the ELD.
The short answer to the question is
we don’t know.
Back doors where they
do exist in computers,
devices and applications
are usually put there by
manufacturers for their
own use. They are secret,
presumably known only
to the manufacturers.
Back doors became a
subject of controversy in
2015 after two terrorists
killed 14 people in San
Bernadino, Calif. Though
the shooters were themselves killed
by police, the FBI wanted to examine
their iPhone, but they were stopped by
lack of a password. Apple, the phone’s
maker, refused to help, citing the
privacy of its customers.
The issue was a password, not a
back door per se, but the ensuing
debate included back doors as well
as access to encrypted data. The
matter has not been settled, though
a bill is expected to be introduced in
this session of Congress that would
require law enforcement access –
back doors – on phones and other
devices.
Would that include ELDs?
Doubtful. Since ELDs are expressly
made to display your route and hours
of service to law enforcement, that
seems totally unnecessary. LL
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From Page 63

Your ELD will probably be
internet connected, and that
might offer a way in.
This kind of hacker
could be out to cause
physical damage, perhaps
to your truck or its
load. Maybe it’s someone who
wants to use your truck for the
destructive power we’ve seen in
so many recent terrorist attacks.
That may not be possible right
now, but it will be soon enough.

Could a hacker do the same
thing through, say, Omnitracs
or some other more traditional
onboard system? Maybe. But
that trucking technology sector
has consolidated over the years.
Where once there were many
providers, now there are only
a few and the technology has
matured – including security.
That’s not the case with ELDs.
With the mandate, loads of them

While a hacker could
get to your ELD
through your truck’s
control module, it’s
more likely to be the
other way around.

have come on the market – more
than a few in haste. Some ELDs
are probably well conceived and
built, but you can be certain some
are not. How could they not
present hacking opportunities?
Thankfully, terrorism is less
likely than more mundane things
like robbery, surveillance or even
stalking. I wouldn’t be surprised
if some of the more tech-smart
private investigators were soon
bragging – privately and deniably
– of their ability to track trucks
and their drivers.
Hacked ELD data may not be
useful in court, but there could be
people besides your shipper,
broker or fleet who want to know
exactly where you’ve been and
when. It could be for any number
of business concerns, or just to
satisfy a suspicious spouse.
Of course, it could be to simply
grab your valuable load. LL

A trucker for 10 years and trucking journalist for more than 15 years,
John Bendel’s biggest inspiration still comes from his readers.
For his series in Land Line, he wants to know what kind of
technology has become part of your job. Love it, hate it, how does it
work for you? Email John at John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
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Is there a
BACK DOOR
into ELDs?

Working together
From Page 51

through this, they’re not going to be able to move freight,” he said. There
will be a lot of owner-operators that quit… If you try to run all this freight
with guys just out of driving school, you’re going to have a hell of a
mess.”
Khalsa and Sikhs PAC were part of a 31-member coalition put together
by OOIDA that is actively lobbying Congress for a delay of the ELD
mandate. He was one of the featured speakers at the coalition’s news
conference on Sept. 27 in Washington, D.C., at the National Press Club,

SAVE FUEL
SAVE MONEY
SAVE TIRES

Our Wheel Centering Products are
a patented line of products
designed to Stop Tire Vibration and
Irregular Tire Wear.
Choose from these solutions:

SOLUTION A

The Centering Pins Sets are used when mounting
the wheels and then removed from the wheel.
A Sikh trucker participates in the Yuba City ELD protest. SikhsPAC estimates as many as
150,000 Sikhs work in the U.S. trucking industry.

calling for a delay to allow a more reasonable approach. Lucas Oil was
also part of the coalition.
“I really admire the leadership of Mr. Lucas, who joined hands with
Sikh truckers and is working shoulder to shoulder with them,” he said.
“Sikhs PAC is very happy to be a part of OOIDA’s coalition on these
issues.”
OOIDA’s Long said he hopes the two groups will continue to
collaborate on this and other issues.
“I’m eager to work with Sikhs PAC on additional trucking matters
in the future, because it is clear we share the goal of supporting smallbusiness truckers,” Long said. LL

BEFORE

SOLUTION B

AFTER
This sleeve set stays on the wheels at all times, is
for use on STEER AXLES ONLY and will center the
brake drum as well as the wheel.

SOLUTION C

STEP 1

STEP 2

This 2-piece sleeve set also stays on the wheels at
all times, is for DUAL AXLES and is available with
or without brake drum centering.
All of these products are available in many
different sizes and conﬁgurations to ﬁt your needs.

Call 1-866-686-9285 today to ﬁnd
the TRU-BALANCE products
that are right for you.
www.tru-bal.com
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Something to
be proud of
Pride is a feeling of satisfaction derived from one’s
own achievements. We can all agree that being an
owner-operator isn’t easy, but when it all comes
together and everything is clicking, there is most
definitely a sense of pride that goes along with it.
Let me tell y’all about a Kenworth Aero T660
that is as clean and smooth as it is cool.

It’s as smooooth as they get.

Why a Kenworth Aero T660?
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Wide lip rear fenders offer a “fat” look.

accented by a Bad Ass custom T-bar and double hump
fenders. All 280 inches of its wheelbase are lit up at
night with Trux Accessories amber to blue and red to
blue lights along with 33 4-inch rounds going to the
ground. Painted hubs and calipers really stand out over
the standard look you normally see. When this truck is
coming at you, you will get a good look at the 12-gauge
reverse bowtie visor. Mike is also proud of the custom
battery box that holds four extra batteries and a power
inverter.
Mike’s advice to someone just starting out in trucking:
Make sure to use common sense, be courteous and don’t

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

Most think Aero trucks are all the same, but
there are numerous details by way of customizing
that set them apart. Mike Hennum took the simple,
curvaceous, painted aerodynamic look and made
it stand out. This head-turner is out on the road
earning its keep nearly every day. Pushing 500
horsepower out of a Paccar MX 13, this 2017
Kenworth was one of the last T660s made.
Why an Aero? Mike had previously owned a
W900 that he was working on all the time doing
different customizations. When it came time for
him to upgrade, a friend influenced his decision
toward a simpler, different, sleek look and also
recommended trying his hand at better fuel
mileage. Is he disappointed? Absolutely not.
Mike and his Kenworth reside in East Bethel,
Minn. The duo can be seen pulling a 2002
Reitnouer Big Bubba trailer.
But what exactly makes this truck unique?
The interior is something to see since it is painted
to match the outside. Mike enjoys the miles with
his mid-back, low-base Bostrom seats. Inside you’ll
also find a Steering Creations Inc. shift knob and
steering wheel.
The exterior? Very appealing with its sleek look
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Painted to match dash, steering wheel and shifter is always a winning
combo.

Hidden glow lights on the lower edge of cab-sleeper panels is gaining
popularity.

drive poorly. Be mindful of your surroundings and
take your time. Don’t let anyone rush you, whether it
is another truck or a four-wheeler. You control your
truck, and you are responsible for the safety of yourself
and your equipment.
OK folks, so where do you get advice if you want to
become an owner-operator? From an owner-operator,
of course. Mike says you should always plan for the
best but be prepared for the worst. Most importantly,
always try to have some reserve money in the bank,
not only when you first purchase the truck, but
continually because you never know what will happen
to a truck when you are out on the road.
Keep your eyes peeled for this cool, streamlined blue
Aero T660. She is sure to not disappoint ya. LL
Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo.
They have been entrenched in trucking for
three generations and have but one focus:
To serve America’s truckers and assist in
keeping them “looking good and rolling
proud” as they travel the highways.
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018
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Eaton, Cummins enter
joint venture
The partnership
has created the
light-weight,
heavy-duty Endurant
transmissions
By Suzanne Stempinski
contributing field editor

S

ay hello to Endurant –
the 12-speed automated
transmission introduced in late
October at the North American
Commercial Vehicle Show in
Atlanta. It is part of the newly
formed joint venture between
Dublin-based Eaton Corp. and
Columbus, Ohio-based Cummins
Inc.
The duo claims it is the
lightest, most efficient 1,850 lb-ft
of torque capable heavy-duty
transmission. Endurant weighs
up to 105 pounds less than other
automated manual transmissions.
It is designed for linehaul
applications where weight
savings and efficiency can add to
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Trucking media representatives were able to take a pair of newly introduced Eaton Cummins
transmission equipped trucks through the paces. (Photo by Suzanne Stempinski)

your bottom line.
“We are excited to introduce
our customers to this gamechanging transmission,” said
Scott Davis, general manager
of Eaton Cummins Automated
Transmission Technologies.
“Drivers will find that Endurant
has been intelligently engineered
from the ground up with features
that protect your investment and
make it easy to maintain. With
a sophisticated communication
system between the engine and
transmission software, Endurant
promises to deliver industry-best
performance and reliability, fuel
efficiency, reduced maintenance,
and driver-comfort features.”
There are at least two versions
of this new transmission on
the road. One engineered with
the Cummins X15 engine and
another designed for the Paccar
MX-13 engines. They’re like
those identical cousins. They
look the same on the outside
except for badging but have some

programming differences based
on algorithms specific to each
motor to provide the best result.
Both versions were offered up
for test drives at a recent event at
Eaton’s Marshall, Mich., Proving
Grounds which offers a variety of
on-highway and off road driving
experiences.
From the driver’s seat of a
Peterbilt 579 outfitted with the
Paccar MX-13 featuring 450
horsepower and 1,650 lb-ft of
torque, I took the truck from a
local truck stop to the proving
grounds.
My co-pilot was Sophia
Reyes-Jones, senior manager
of engineering systems with
Eaton Cummins Automated
Transmission Technologies.. She
headed up the design team for
this transmission – which began
with a clean sheet of paper.
There’s nothing else like it.
Not an adaptation of something
else. Not a box sitting on top
of a manual transmission.
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What should a transmission be?
What makes it work at optimum
efficiency? How can we make
something even better? The
questions never ended until the
design was complete and working as
intended.
In trucks equipped with either the
Cummins X15 (450 hp with 1,650
lb-ft of torque) or the Paccar MX
13, it provided a ride better than a
pickup truck on steroids. The shift
points were smooth and barely
noticeable. That meant that even at
the slowest speeds there were no
jerks, hiccups or hitches.
The sweet spot for the engine is
around 1,100 rpm. That’s not a typo.
Forget about the old days of 1,500
rpm. This is now. The shifter stalk is

If your business takes you in town or over the road, you’ll
love the creeper gear that allows you to idle your way
through miserable traffic without beating up your clutch leg.
mounted on the steering column for
easy access that keeps it off the dash
or the floor. It makes truck driving
easier, and that was the plan. Going
forward or in reverse or putting it
into a dock with the truck creeping –
one way or the other was easy.
On the off-road course, I backed
up a 15 percent grade, grossing
70,000 pounds like it was no big
deal. Seriously, it was so cool I did
it more than once and then eased on
down the other side. If your business
takes you in town or over the road,
you’ll love the creeper gear that

allows you to idle your way through
miserable traffic without beating up
your clutch leg.
Thoughtful technology combined
with energy efficiency and a
demand for fuel economy put this
transmission at the top of its game.
A day with one of these trucks,
and all the possibilities for making
adjustments going down the road
would become second nature. If
you’re checking specs for a new
truck or getting ready to, you’ll
want to take a closer look at this
transmission. LL
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The new
International
Reimagined, refocused
and driver-centric,
International delivers a
new truck lineup
By Suzanne Stempinski
contributing field editor

I

nternational Trucks is on
the rebound and is making a
concerted effort to provide the kind
of trucks that will meet your needs
now and for the future.
After a bumpy few years on the
wrong side of the SCR vs. EGR
shootout, the team at International
has done more than hunker down.
They’ve rebuilt the brand and put
together a serious lineup of trucks
to get the job done in construction,
local, regional and long-haul with
specialty vehicles completing the
stable.
International showcased its new
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trucks at a fall event at the Navistar
Proving Grounds in New Carlisle,
Ind. Test drives were offered in
over-the-road and construction
vehicles on a variety of road
surfaces and conditions.
Denny Mooney, senior vice
president of product development
for Navistar International Corp.,
Lisle, Ill., is passionate about the
brand and proud of the trucks
they’re turning out. His philosophy,
and the one they’re talking about
is “driver first.” They’re working
to make the kind of trucks that
drivers want to drive. They’ve
spent thousands of hours talking
with drivers to find out exactly
what they’re looking for in a truck.
It’s all about drivers and uptime,
with emphasis on safety and fuel
economy.
The LoneStar is a truck that was
designed with a lot of driver input.
It’s still one of the most distinctive

looking trucks on the road today.
While seriously aerodynamic, it
retains a fiercely big hood look.
The interior has been completely
redesigned. It’s a little more
utilitarian and practical than the
original. The 73-inch Hi-Rise
sleeper was extremely spacious and
had room to accommodate all the
modern conveniences.
It was the only truck on the
test-drive dance card that had an
Eaton-Fuller 18-speed manual
transmission. Under the hood, the
Cummins X15 605 horsepower
engine boasting 2050 lb-ft of torque
was ready for anything.
Pulling a flatbed loaded with
concrete blocks, we were grossing
around 70,000 pounds. The ride
was smooth, the interior was quiet,
and the dash layout is easy to
navigate and operate.
The roster of International Trucks
is all lettered, with the exception of
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

International introduces its updated lineup of
heavy-duty trucks, ranging from vocational to the
premiere LoneStar. (Photo by Suzanne Stempinski)

International has spent thousands of hours talking
with drivers to find out exactly what they’re looking
for in a truck.

the LoneStar. The LT series is the
long-haul line.
I climbed into the driver’s seat of
an LT with the new International
A26 engine with 450 hp and 1,550
to 1,700 lb-ft of torque paired
with the Eaton 10-speed AMT in
a 6x4 configuration. The LT series
comes standard now with the
Bendix Wingman Fusion collision
mitigation system. Disc brakes front
and rear have become standard in
the LT series. That fits with the
driver-first philosophy – there’s
longer mechanical life and greater
safety with the disc brakes.
The 56-inch Hi-Rise sleeper felt
surprisingly spacious with abundant
cabinet and storage space. The seats

were comfortable, the ride was not
jarring, visibility was excellent,
and I could imagine spending many
productive miles getting down the
road in this truck.
The RH collection is designed
for regional haul, while the HX
series is the vocational line. They’re
all practical and productive and
designed to get your job done.
After driving several options on the
oval road course, I switched to the
off-road track. The off-road track
simulates real world conditions in a
compact area. From gravel to chatter
bumps to pot holes, cobblestones,
inclines, chuck holes and undulating
road, this track will test you and the
truck you drove in on.

First up – an HX dump loaded
with gravel and grossing around
60,000 pounds. Each of the
Internationals got the job done with
ease. At first, my foot’s enthusiasm
and need for speed had me knocked
around like a seat-belted rag doll.
Once I got a little smarter and
slowed my roll, I appreciated the
capabilities of the trucks in a variety
of challenging terrains.
Safety and stability, improved
fuel economy, and driver care and
comfort. These are trucks that are
built to take what the road dishes
out – and keep giving you
performance and the equipment that
help you make money. LL
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Trucks
of the
future
H

uman-driven, dieselpowered trucks have
experienced quite the
run. Nearly 100 years, to
be exact.
Daimler, Benz and MAN
introduced the first truck
with a diesel engine in 1923.
Will trucks as we know
them reach the same fate
as most early 20th century
technologies and become
obsolete?
According to Bob
Mainwaring, technology
manager for innovation at
Shell Lubricants, there are
three hard truths when it
comes to designing trucks of
the future:
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1. Fossil fuels are a ﬁnite
resource;
2. Global demand for energy is
increasing; and
3. Emissions associated with
fossil fuels are producing
carbon dioxide and damaging
the planet.

Shell and Mainwaring have been
working with AirFlow Truck
Co. to develop a new hyper-fuel
mileage Class 8 tractor-trailer
called Starship. Considering the
above factors, Mainwaring said
there is no choice but to change.
“That means the world in 2050
cannot be allowed to be the same
as the world today,” Mainwaring
said.

Automated trucks
Although the big dogs in truck
manufacturing are dipping their
toes into the autonomous waters,
it’s the tech companies that are
leading the way. Daimler shook
the industry with a grandiose

Freightliner Inspiration

introduction to the Freightliner
Inspiration in May 2015 at the
Hoover Dam. Since then, tech
companies have taken the wheel.
Uber’s Advanced Technology
Group, formerly known as Otto,
has been developing self-driving
truck technology since 2016. You
may remember the self-driving
truck that drove 120 miles hauling
Budweiser in Colorado that year.
That was Uber ATG.
On the heels of Uber ATG are
Alphabet/Google’s Waymo trucks.
These trucks are very similar and

© iStockphoto.com/Greyfebruary

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Technology
seems to be
moving at warp
speed. What
does that mean
for the trucks of
the future?
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Uber ATG

Waymo truck

for good reason. A former Google
self-driving tech executive left
the company to start Otto. Google
took Uber to court, alleging the
exec stole company secrets to start
his own company. The case is still
pending.
The good news: 100 percent selfdriving trucks are highly unlikely
any time soon. Uber ATG and
Waymo technology are both based
on autonomous technology for
long stretches of highway. Both
trucks will require a human to take
over once exiting the highways.
Paccar teamed up with Nvidia
in March and developed a Level 4
autonomous truck. Level 4 refers
to a vehicle that can drive itself,
but still requires a human inside.
Most of Volvo’s efforts have
been concentrated on light- or
medium-duty trucks in Europe.
However, Volvo has been
spearheading something else that
is more likely to take place in the
near future.

Paccar Nvidia

Platooning

Peloton Technology

In just the last half of 2017 alone,
eight states have been authorized
for truck platoon testing. Utah
was the first state to do so in 2015,
followed by Florida and Michigan
in 2016.
In September, the Federal
Highway Administration
hosted a three-truck platooning
demonstration on Interstate 66 in
Virginia. Their truck of choice:
Volvo.
Peloton Technology is the
frontrunner in developing
Continued on Page 74
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From Page 73

platooning technology. According to its website, the only
manufacturer publicly listed as an investor is Volvo.
This doesn’t mean other truck manufacturers are
not developing their own platooning plans. On the
other side of the pond, Daimler Trucks, DAF Trucks
(owned by Paccar), MAN Truck and Bus Co. (owned
by Volkswagen) along with Volvo have been involved
with the European Truck Platooning Challenge as part
of their membership with the European Automobile
Manufacturers’ Association.
In fact, truck manufacturers are doing a lot overseas that
they have not completely rolled out in North America.
A lot of the delay has to do with public perception,
legislation and infrastructure. Pay attention to what
manufacturers are doing in Europe, because, if history
bears out, it is likely to find its way over here.

Electric trucks
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On Oct. 25, Daimler revealed its E-Fuso Vision
One truck. Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corp., a
subdivision of Daimler Trucks, “unveiled E-Fuso as the
first OEM to launch
a product brand
exclusively dedicated
to electric mobility
of trucks and buses,”
according to a news
release.
The E-Fuso truck
reportedly possesses a
217-mile range. This
truck is not ready
for the U.S. market
since we don’t have
E-Fuso Vision One
the infrastructure.
However, Japan and
Europe already have an electric charging infrastructure
that Daimler is cashing in on.
In fact, many OEMs are capitalizing on the electric
charging infrastructure overseas. E-Force One, Emoss
Mobile, Terberg, Hino Motors, MAN TGL Series and the

Peterbilt 520 electric truck
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Truck manufacturers are
doing a lot overseas that
they have not completely
rolled out in North America.
Newton by Smith Electric Vehicles are
probably names you have never heard
of or know very little about. But these
companies have been making electric
trucks overseas for years.
It’s also worth noting that Paccar has
also been involved in manufacturing
electric trucks. Leyland, Paccar’s U.K.
truck division, has a 100-mile electric
truck and working on a hybrid truck.
Meanwhile, Peterbilt’s Model 520 has
an electric version. Much like those in
Europe, the medium-duty truck is for
refuse applications.
Electric trucks are already a thing. They
just haven’t made it to the United States
yet.
On Nov. 16, Tesla unveiled its allelectric truck with a 500-mile range,

Telsa’s electric truck was announced Nov. 16

acceleration of 0-60 mph at 20 seconds
at 80,000 pounds, more than $200,000
in fuel savings and a 1 million mile
drivetrain guarantee. Land Line will have
more details in the February issue.
While we wait for Daimler to bring
its technology to the U.S. and Tesla to
announce something, Nikola Motor Co.
Continued on Page 76
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has already made clear its intentions. In September, Nikola
announced that two Class 8 hydrogen-electric trucks will
be available by 2021. Nikola One and Two is expected
to deliver more than 1,000 horsepower and 2,000 lb-ft
of torque with zero local emissions, according to a news
release.

LNG and CNG trucks
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Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

In 2014, the average diesel price nationwide hit above $4
and hovered near $4 for most of the year. When prices
get that high, fuel efﬁciency products come out of the
woodwork. Consequently, discussions of alternative fuels
get louder.
Since then, average diesel prices have plummeted,
reaching below $2 in early-2016. Suddenly, fuel
efﬁciency was less of a concern, including LNG and CNG
possibilities.
Essentially, LNG/CNG vehicles are dependent on
the costs of fuel. Given how volatile fuel prices are,
manufacturers are not willing to take the gamble that diesel
will be high enough to justify the cost of researching,
developing and manufacturing a LNG/CNG truck.
Especially considering the infrastructure is not available.
With electric vehicles proving to be a more viable option
and fuel prices still relatively low, LNG/CNG trucks are
taking a backseat for OEMs. Their return will require the
same crystal ball needed
to determine future oil prices.
And the Magic 8-Ball
says…
“Ask again later.”
ASK
An unsatisfying
AGAIN
answer, but it is the best
LATER
answer nonetheless.
However, let’s narrow
down the questions.

Q: Will driverless
trucks hit the roads
soon?
Magic 8-Ball: Don’t count on it.
However, we can expect Level 4
automation that requires a human
in the truck in the near future.
How soon will depend as much,
if not more, on when states adopt laws
allowing for the technology.

DON’
COUNT
T
ON IT

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

513-476-7032
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Q: Will platooning be
prevalent on the
highways soon?

MOST
LIKELY

Magic 8-Ball: Most likely.
When, again, is dependent more so on state
laws than technology. The technology is
already there, the automation level is low,
and states are already testing them on the
highways.

Q: How likely are we to see
electric trucks within the O
UTLOO
K
next decade?
GO
Magic 8-Ball: Outlook good.

OD

With so many OEMs and tech companies
dumping massive amounts of money into
electric trucks, it is difﬁcult to believe that
it will all be for nothing. Once the chargingstation infrastructure improves, the progress
will be exponential. We’ll likely see adoption
at the local and short-haul regional level
primarily.
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Q: Are LNG/CNG trucks
expected to make
TLOOK
NOT OU T SO
N
A
C
O
a comeback?
DICT N
PRE
Magic 8-Ball: Stuck between
NOW
“Cannot predict now” and
“Outlook not so good.”

GOOD

There are more economically viable options to push
LNG/CNG trucks to the back for now. Unexpected
events can change that, but for now the focus in future
truck technology is electric.
As Mainwaring pointed out, we just do not know
which technologies are going to prevail. Remember
the VHS and Betamax war during the ’70s and ’80s?
Most agree that Betamax was the superior technology
but because of a variety of factors (mostly cost), VHS
came out as the victor.
We may be seeing a similar war between truck
technologies. In addition to cost, trucks also have
regulations to keep in mind. The cheaper technology
with fewer burdensome regulations is likely to become
the next big thing in trucking. LL
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Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Wingman and U-joints

Q

I’ve been trucking safely for over 33 years,
and the longer I drive the more I hate all the
electronic gadgets they put on these new trucks. I
remember when you could lift the hood and work on
your motor and do a decent job maintaining things.
Now it’s all wires and sensors and black boxes that
you need a college degree to figure out.
My current truck has a super duper safety system
called a Wingman that keeps me safe. Or that was the
idea. Now it seems to get me into more trouble than
it gets me out of. The brakes come on when I don’t
expect them to, and sometimes when they don’t come
on it surprises me because I would have applied them.
The dealer says the system is working fine. What can
I do?

My best guess on the clunking
you hear is that the U-joints are
the culprits.

A

You seem to have several problems, and they
seem due in large part to what you do and
where you do it. Under the best conditions, hauling
dirt and stone from construction sites and quarries is
not easy on your truck. Operating in wet conditions
compounds things.
The heart of Bendix’s Wingman, Meritor Wabco’s
OnGuard or any of the proprietary truck builders’
systems is active radar, usually mounted in the grille
or on the bumper. Those are vulnerable locations. Any
heavy impact can knock a radar unit out of alignment,
but it doesn’t have to just be a heavy impact. A repeated
series of light hits, such as by stone strikes or contact
with birds or animals, will do it. Also, mud can cake
onto the “lens” portion of the units, and any heavy
build-up of snow or ice will affect the radar’s properties
and lead to false readings.
The dealer technician may be absolutely correct that
the unit is operating properly – but off the vehicle,
cleaned up and on a test bench. But when in place, is
the unit mounted securely enough to avoid impacts or
vibrations that could throw the readings off or confuse
its processor?
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Before condemning any electronic safety feature, run
some basic nonelectrical checks first. Make sure the
unit is securely mounted and in its proper location and
position. If the underlying structure – a bumper, bracket
or mounting arm – is bent or damaged, repair or replace
it. Then, to avoid future problems, be sure all fasteners
are torqued to specification but not over-torqued.
Radar units are out front and subject to bombardment
by ice, snow and road cleaning chemicals. They have
sealed connectors in shielded locations, but since
nothing devised by humans is perfect, there is always
a possibility of wire corrosion. In winter, check wiring
often. Chemicals have a way of finding any flaw.
In summer, check regularly. I suggest weekly when
driving in wintery conditions and monthly in summer.
Finally, keep it clean. Check your unit every time you
leave the truck. Wipe it down as needed. Remember, in
some areas bug build-up can be as bad as mud or snow,
as anyone who has driven I-190 in June can attest to.

Q

I have a 2014 Mack Pinnacle with about
320,000 miles on it. I bought it new. Lately,
it started making clunking sounds when I start out. I
checked all the engine mounts, and they’re OK. The
drive shafts seem good, and there’s no free play at the
U-joints when I twist them. The shocks seem tight,
and there’s no looseness in the suspension arms. Any
ideas about what’s causing the clunking?

A

You checked all the right areas, but when these
parts start to loosen it takes a great deal more
force to move them than you can exert with your two
hands. Starting torque from your Mack engine can
exceed 900 lbs-ft and quickly climb to the Mack’s
maximum of 1,760 lbs-ft. That’s far in excess of handapplied torque.
I doubt the clunking is from your engine mounts and
probably not from your suspension components. They
have some built-in compliance and shouldn’t clunk. My
best guess, backed up by TMC Recommended Practice
RP646 Driveline Fastener Preventive Maintenance,
is that the U-joints are the culprits. Their fasteners
are subject to loosening over time and, per the RP,
should be re-torqued every 100,000 miles or annually,
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

whichever comes first.
Before just torquing all the nuts at the U-joints
and at the central bearing for the driveshaft, you
need to do some maintenance. First, check for
adhesives used to position and secure fasteners.
These should not be disturbed or they will lose
their effectiveness. Also, any crimp-style fasteners
should be discarded.
If any of the remaining fasteners have any signs
of corrosion – rust or powdery substances – remove
and discard that fastener system. This includes the
bolt, nut and any washers. If the system passes the
visual test, try pushing the washer using a long
screwdriver. It if moves, the fastener is loose and
should be replaced. It may have been overtorqued
and stretched beyond its elastic limits.
That’s another example of why it’s so important
to use an accurate hand-held torque wrench, not an
air wrench, and to stay within torque values set by
manufacturers.
I can’t recall how many times I’ve seen old, used
and discarded nuts and bolts sitting in mechanics’
tool boxes. Ask yourself, if you wouldn’t use them
on the job you removed them from, why would
you use them on a new job involving hundreds or
thousands of dollars of critical equipment? Once it
is overstretched, a bolt or stud is useless. Treat it
that way. LL
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12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty

FREE SHIPPIN
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DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.
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GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
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Consumer Product Safety Commission
recalls 40 million Kidde fire extinguishers
By Land Line staff

Millions of fire extinguishers
commonly carried in commercial
trucks are recalled because of reports
that they can fail to discharge during
a fire emergency.
The U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission issued a recall
Nov. 2 for 134 models of Kidde fire
extinguishers, manufactured between
Jan. 1, 1973, and Aug. 15, 2017. The
recall includes several models that
were previously recalled in March
2009 and February 2015.
The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration has also issued
a recall notice for motor vehicles
and RVs equipped with the devices,
estimating potentially 2.5 million
such extinguishers to be affected by
that recall.
According to NHTSA, Kidde will
notify the vehicle manufacturers
that equipped new vehicles with the
extinguishers. Those manufacturers
are expected to conduct recalls to
notify owners of the issue. Kidde
also plans to notify purchasers of
any replacement or aftermarket fire
extinguishers.

Owners will be instructed to
contact Kidde for a replacement
fire extinguisher free of charge. A
notification schedule has not yet
been provided to the agency. Owners
may contact Kidde customer service
toll-free at 855-271-0773 or online
at Kidde.com and click on “Product
Safety Recall” for more information.
According to the recall notice,
the fire extinguishers can become
clogged or require excessive force
to discharge and can fail to activate
during a fire emergency. In addition,
the nozzle can detach with enough
force to pose an impact hazard. The
commission recommends contacting
the manufacturer for a replacement
extinguisher.
The affected extinguishers have
plastic handles and were sold in red,
white and silver and are either ABCor BC-rated.
The recall also includes eight
models of Kidde’s Pindicator fire
extinguishers manufactured from
Aug. 11, 1995, to Sept. 22, 2017. The
no-gauge, push-button extinguishers
were sold in red and white, and with
a red or black nozzle. These models
were primarily sold for kitchen and

personal watercraft applications.
At least one death has been
attributed to the recalled fire
extinguishers, after emergency
responders were unable to get the
device to work on a car fire in 2014.
An additional 391 incidences of
failed or limited activation have been
reported, along with about 16 injuries
and 91 reports of property damage.
Commercial trucks and buses are
required by law to be equipped with
at least one fire extinguisher with an
Underwriters Laboratories rating of
5 B:C or more; or two extinguishers
with an Underwriters Laboratories
rating of 4 B:C or more. Hazmat
haulers must have a fire extinguisher
with a rating of 10 B:C or more.
Roughly 135,000 citations were
issued nationwide last year for
violating the federal regulations
regarding fire extinguishers,
according to Duane DeBruyne, a
spokesman for the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration. While
not an out-of-service violation,
DeBruyne says the violations do
affect a driver’s Safety Measurement
System score. LL

Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
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BEYOND THE BUZZ

Tiger Truck Stop mourns the loss
of its controversial mascot, Tony

Photo courtesy of Tiger Truck Stop

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The trucking industry lost a beloved yet controversial mascot in October.
Tony, the live tiger who lived at Tiger Truck Stop in Grosse Tete, La., died Oct.
16. Tony was the center of attention for many years as animal rights groups
protested the truck
stop’s ownership of
the exotic animal.
According to an
announcement on
Tiger Truck Stop’s
website, Tony was
euthanized after the
tiger “began to exhibit
typical signs that
death was imminent.”
At 17.5 years of age,
Tony was nearing his
life expectancy.
According to the
Russian Geographical
Society, Siberian tigers
have a lifespan of
16-18 years and up to
25 years in captivity. Tony was a Siberian-Bengal tiger.
Tony arrived at Tiger Truck Stop when he was just 6 months old in
January 2001. Michael Sandlin, Tony’s owner, supplied the tiger with his own
3,200-square-foot facility by the truck stop.
“Tony knew many of the regular visitors to his Grosse Tete home and was
known for rubbing against the bars of his enclosure and ‘chuffing’ to those he
liked,” Tiger Truck Stop said in a statement.
Claimed to be the most photographed tiger on Earth, Tony’s tenure at Tiger
Truck Stop was met by quite a bit of resistance from animal rights groups.
The Animal Legal Defense Fund brought on a lawsuit against the truck stop,
arguing Tony’s captivity was neither legal nor humane. That case was thrown
out as a similar case was already in process.
In 2012, Sandlin filed a lawsuit against the state of Louisiana through the
Department of Wildlife over the constitutionality of a 2006 law banning the
ownership of large cats. While that lawsuit has been in limbo, then-Gov. Bobby
Jindal signed an amendment to the law giving Sandlin an exception through a
more detailed grandfather clause.
The Animal Legal Defense Fund’s lawsuit dismissed in 2014 was in response
to the amendment that favored Sandlin. They argued the constitutionality of
that ruling. However, since Sandlin already had a pending suit arguing the
constitutionality of the underlying law, the court ruled that both arguments
would be settled with Judge Janice Clark’s ruling.
The lawsuit that would have determined Tony’s fate at the truck stop wasn’t
resolved before his death.
Sandlin will have an autopsy performed on Tony “to benefit future tiger care,”
according to a news release. Once that is complete, the tiger will be preserved
by taxidermy “in remembrance of the wonderful memories and enjoyment he
provided to children of all ages at his free zoo in Grosse Tete.” LL
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Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

It’s income tax time

Q

I lost the contents of my
home because of a flood.
How do I reconstruct my records to
prove what I have lost?

A

You need to have a list of the
items in your home. A good
place to keep that list is on the cloud.
To create the list, start by visualizing
the contents room by room. Most
business records can be obtained from

Dec. 31 is the last day to
open a solo or uni-401(k)
self-employed retirement
plan and maximize your
retirement contributions
for your 2017 taxes. No
money is required to open
the account.
outside sources and include copies of
any tax reports filed, bank and
brokerage statements, and business
records from companies you do
business with.
As added protection, before any
disaster hits, take and keep pictures
of all contents in your home and store
them on the cloud.

Q

I understand it’s time to
start gathering my tax
information for 2017. Can you tell
me what will the per diem rate be
for 2018?

A

Yes. The per diem daily rate
of $63 was not changed on
Oct. 1, the normal change date.
Therefore, it’s $63 for 2017 and into
2018. Department of Transportation
workers can deduct 80 percent of their
per diem.
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Is it too late for tax
planning?

No, there is still time to plan
for your 2017 taxes. If need
be, you can accelerate your expenses,
put new equipment into service before
Jan. 1, and open a 401(k) solo
retirement plan. It allows an elective
salary deferral of up to $18,000,
($24,000 if you are 50 or older) of
income to be contributed and
deducted on your 2017 income taxes
as well as 25 percent of all selfemployment net income up to a
combined $54,000 contribution. If
you are 50 or older, it can be up to
$60,000. The solo 401(k) must be
opened before Jan. 1 but can be
funded by the due date of your
income tax return including
extensions. Note: The contribution
limits for a 401(k) solo retirement
plan are very high amounts but you
can contribute much less. The
important thing here is to open the
plan by Dec. 31, and you can decide
later whether to use it or not.

Q
A

What other tax changes I
should be aware of?

Yes. Be aware that the
Affordable Care Act penalties
for not having health insurance
coverage for 2017 and beyond keep
increasing. Open enrollment for next
year began Nov. 1 and ends Dec. 15.
Business standard miles are now
deductible at 53.5 cents per mile,
down from 54 cents in 2016.

Q

What paperwork and
information should I put
together to prepare my 2017 income
taxes?

A

Listed below is what you will
need for your income tax
preparation. Most tax preparers have
income tax organizers to help you
organize your information and list
what is needed. You can download
ours at PBSTax.com.
❑ W-2s
❑ 1099s from all companies and/or
individuals you’ve done work for —
brokers, motor carriers, independent
businesses, etc. You must report all
income whether you receive a 1099 or
not.
❑ Weekly or monthly settlements if we
are summarizing.
❑ 1099s or end-of-year statements from
banks for interest and dividend income,
stock and mutual funds and mortgage
interest statements.
❑ Schedule K-1 if you are involved in any
partnerships or S-corporations.
❑ W-2P or 1099R for pension and annuity
income and distribution.
❑ 1099s and year-end statements for
unemployment compensation, social
security income and state income tax
refund.
❑ Nights away from home for per diem.
❑ Determine if you have or are going
to make any contributions to an IRA,
Simpliﬁed Employee Pension IRA or
401(k) plans.
❑ Indicate any estimated taxes paid with
corresponding dates.
❑ 1098s for mortgage interest paid along
with property taxes paid.
❑ Contracts for the purchase and/or sale
of equipment or property including
reﬁnancing.
❑ Conﬁrmations from charities for
donations in excess of $250 each.

Remember, if you have employees or
independent contractors, you are also
required to send out your W-2s and
1099s by Jan. 31. This includes selfemployed individuals who have hired
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

their children to do work for their
business. You must issue W-2s to
your children to get the deduction. LL
This article has been presented by PBS
Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a company
that has been providing income tax and
bookkeeping services to the trucking
industry for more than a quarter century. If
you would like further information, please
contact us at 800-697-5153. Visit our
website at PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is different.
This article does not give and is not
intended to give specific accounting and/or
tax advice. Please consult with your own tax
or accounting professional.
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Violations don’t magically ‘fall off’
your record

Violations may lose
enforcement value
because of the length of
time since the conviction,
but they are still part of
your driver history.

Q.

I have received a few
tickets over the years but
have always paid them on time.
I recently received a suspension
notice from my department of
motor vehicles for having too
many points. It seems unfair that
I should get suspended over a few
tickets over a period of several
years. Don’t tickets fall off your
record after one year?

A

Convictions on your motor
vehicle record don’t “fall
off” at any point in time. They may
lose enforcement value because of
the length of time since the
conviction, but they are still part of
your driver history. Depending on
the state, if you order a copy of
your motor vehicle record you will
find that it is available in several
time frames. The most frequently
used is the three-year record, but
most states have a seven- and a 10year record available.
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The points issue is state specific,
so every driver needs to be aware of
his or her state motor vehicle code
where they are licensed, because
they are not all the same. In your
case, you are being suspended for
point accumulation over a specific
time period. Most drivers assume
that points are reviewed over a oneyear period. However, many states
continue to monitor your point level
out to three years.
For your state, if you accumulate
eight or more points in any
18-month period you receive a
30-day suspension, which increases
by 30 days for subsequent point
accumulations up to 90 days.
Further, you receive a one-year
suspension if you receive 12 or
more points in a 12-month period,
18 or more points in a 24-month
period, and 24 points in a 36-month
period.

Q.

If I receive a suspension
notice for points, is there
anything I can do to stop it?

A

Maybe. The important thing
when you receive any notice
is to read it carefully and look for
deadlines to request a hearing.
Unlike the Federal Motor Carrier

Safety Administration regulations,
which mandate disqualification
periods that the state has no ability
to mitigate, a state might have
options to reduce the point level to
avoid the suspension. For example,
some states have a driverimprovement program you can take
that could reduce your point level
enough to prevent the suspension.
If you are unable to reduce the
point level or your state doesn’t
have a program to reduce points, the
next option is to have an attorney
look at your motor vehicle record
to see if there are any options for
a reopening of one or more of the
citations you paid. If the convictions
are not too old, there is a good
chance of success, in the right
places, to have the citation brought
back to the court and amended to
either a lower point violation or
a zero. However, this is not the
point where you want to start when
dealing with your citations. It is
much less expensive and easier to
deal with your citations before they
are paid, so always contact someone
before you pay to find out what can
be done or, at the minimum, how
many points might be assessed if
you just pay the citation. LL
Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella, Road
Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4, Oklahoma
City, OK 73134; call 405-242-2030, fax
888-588-8983, or email RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
legal situation is different. Consult with
an attorney for specific advice on your
situation.

© BigChen - Fotolia.com

Let’s tackle the mistaken idea of
violations “falling off” a motor
vehicle record. On a daily basis, we
get calls from drivers who are under
the impression that a violation on
their motor vehicle record is going
to disappear after a certain period of
time, only to find out later that the
violation has a negative effect.
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Peterbilt seeks SuperFans
Peterbilt is searching for five
SuperFans to help it celebrate
its production of 1 million
trucks.
The company expects
to reach that milestone in
mid-January. As part of
its celebration, Peterbilt is
searching for five SuperFans,
one of which will win a specially tricked-out Peterbilt
Model 567 Heritage truck.
Peterbilt drivers and fans in the United States and
Canada are invited to check out the website at Peterbilt.
com/SuperFanSearch, where they can submit their
stories, videos and photos showing the important role of
the Peterbilt brand to their lives.
The deadline for submissions is Dec. 22. The company
plans to pick five finalists early in the new year. The
five SuperFans will be recognized at a presentation at
the 2018 Mid-America Trucking Show, March 22-24 in
Louisville, Ky., where one of the SuperFans will get the
keys to the grand prize. LL
Circle No. 102 on Response Card

First Walcott, then the world?
The Iowa 80 Truckstop, which bills itself as the world’s
largest truck stop, is getting bigger.
Just after its annual Walcott Truckers Jamboree in July,
the Interstate 80 truck stop at Exit 284 began the first
of three phases of construction, according to a news
release. All three phases are expected to be completed
by the end of 2018.
When it is done, another 23,000 square
feet of area will be added to its
100,000-square-foot main building.
The first phase, which includes
infrastructure upgrades and a
new fiber optic network, is nearly
complete.
The second phase includes
extending the building to the west
toward gas islands that were installed last year. This area
will house a new food court with a couple of new food
concepts, bringing the total number of restaurant choices
to 10.
In the third phase, a boulevard is planned to lead
drivers to the diesel islands, truck service center,
Truckomat truck wash and truck parking areas. Truck
parking areas also will be reconfigured to improve traffic
flow.
The Iowa 80 Truckstop is expected to remain open and
fully operational through construction. LL

BROKER COMPLIANCE
1st Security Financial BMC-85 Trustor Deposits
1st Security Financial Corp. is very pleased to announce the
success of the “1st Security Financial Trustor Deposit Account”
at First Western Trust Bank. 1st Security Financial voluntarily
established this account in 2016 to assure our customers that 100%
of their trust deposits are liquid and in a segregated account.
The “TDA” or “Trustor Deposit
• Hold all of our Trustor
Account” service is consistent
Deposits
with our tradition of leading the
• Held by a third party trust
way in adopting what we believe
company in a separate
are the best practices in the
account
industry. 1st Security has been
• Fully Insured
an independently owned and
operated BMC-85 provider since • Not be subject to the claims
2003. We are not afﬁliated with
of 1st Security’s creditors
any other BMC-85 provider. We • Subject to a security interest
have always offered the highest
for the beneﬁt of the Trustors
quality professional services in the
business, and we will continue to • Liquid in order to guarantee
timely payment of claims and
do so.

redemptions

1stsecuritycorp.com
1st Security Financial Corporation ...securing your trust since 2003.
1335 Dublin Rd. Ste. 217-D, Columbus, OH 43215 (614) 487-8584, Fax (614) 487-8590
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YOURHEALTH
Buck Black, LCSW, LCAC
TruckerTherapy.com

Holidays are here, you are ‘out there’
Editor’s note: This column was
originally published in 2015 and
is back by popular demand as the
topic applies to so many of our
readers.
Every year, I hear about truckers
who are unable to get home time
during the holidays – those who
are disappointed because they were
promised they would be home and
end up missing the holiday as well
as those who have to continue to
work through the holiday season to
make ends meet.

It is a selfless act to
provide for your family and
the rest of the country by
working over the holidays.
If you can’t be home for the
holidays for whatever reason, it is
important to show your family that
you care. Make plenty of phone
calls. Texts and emails are nice, but
hearing your family’s voice is so
much better and video conferencing
is even more ideal. Also, make sure
that you keep as positive as you
can.
If you start thinking negatively,
you can put yourself into such
an angry and depressed state that
you will ensure a negative holiday
season. Remember, you can
celebrate the holidays in your truck
and keep focused on the positives,
even though you may be sad that
you cannot make it home.
Is this the first time you’ve missed
a holiday gathering? It is important
to realize that loving your family
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does not equate to being with
them on a particular holiday. You
can cherish them just as much by
finding another day to be with
them. Don’t forget to express your
feelings to your family and be
honest with yourself that you might
feel terrible about not being able to
be with them.
However, remind yourself that
you will get through it. Also, don’t
forget the reason that you are on the
road – to provide for your family. It
is a selfless act to provide for your
family and the rest of the country
by working over the holidays.
Could you imagine the impact
on our stores and economy if all
truckers took the holidays off?
Not all truckers have families.
This can be a time where even
more depression sets in. This may
be an important time to focus
on the things in life that you are
grateful for. You do not have to
buy into the idea that the holiday
times are depressing if you do not
have family. Observe the holidays
in your own way or ignore them
altogether. This also applies for
those who have significant family
disputes. If you feel the holiday
season will spur trouble, it is
perfectly acceptable to limit your
holiday activities or ignore them
altogether.
Some tips for getting through the
holiday season:
■ Do not ﬁxate on the exact date.
If you miss the holiday, you can
spend time with family in the
near future. It is OK to celebrate
days, if not weeks, before or after
the holiday.

■ When discussing holiday
subjects, especially with your
partner, use phone (or video
conferencing, if possible) in
order to help with accurate
communication. Your tone of
voice can often make a world’s
difference in working problems
out or causing new ones.
■ Be sure to make your calls when
you still have good energy. If you
call at the end of your day, this
can really hurt enthusiasm and
attention.
■ Keep as much of a mix of email,
phone and old-fashioned letters
as possible. Everyone is used
to getting calls and emails.
Postcards are those neat little
things that most people enjoy
and are not expecting.
■ Send a small and inexpensive
gift to your loved one. Again,
this can mix things up a bit and
be fun for both parties involved.
You can always buy holiday gifts
online and have them shipped to
the house. Often, you can even
order them prewrapped.

Please let me know what helps
you to handle the holidays when
you are on the road. Tweet me:
@TruckerTherapy. LL

Buck Black is a licensed clinical social
worker therapist who specializes in
helping truckers and their families with
anger and stress management, as well
as depression and relationship problems.
He is licensed to provide treatment to
residents of Indiana.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
health situation is different. If you have
questions regarding medical issues,
consult your personal physician.
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Too big to fail?
From Page 23

expire. While the agency requires
additional reporting of wrecks and
things of that sort while under the
exemption, obviously the exemption
in no way was counterproductive to
the safe operation of large trucks.
Otherwise, if crashes had increased,
the exemptions would not have been
renewed.
These exemptions have been so
“successful” in the mind of the
agency, and apparently Congress, that
FAST Act now allows the agency
to award exemptions for five years
instead of just two.
These sorts of exemptions weaken
the agency’s ability to stand by its
stance that all of trucking can be
saddled with one rigid, unforgiving
regulation.

Fact No. 4
The agency is standing on
some pretty shaky ground
with its regulatory scheme
that clamps down on the
safest drivers on the road
with regulations backed by
cooked up research and
some serious backpedaling
in the form of exemptions.
Yet, Dec. 18, a boulder of a
regulation could be plopped on top of
all of it.
The electronic logging mandate,
if allowed to go into effect, will
inevitably take a deep toll on the
trucking industry. The $2 billion
regulation could cripple smallbusiness truckers. Paired with an
hours-of-service regulation that has
been proven repeatedly too rigid

without purpose, the impact on the
free flow of commerce could be
devastating.

Wait and see

When disaster strikes, human
nature is to seek out and point to
the cause. Things have stacked up
to a point at FMCSA that when
things begin to tumble it’s not
going to be hard to point a finger.
The regulatory reform initiative
has been a godsend of sorts to the
overregulated trucking industry.
It has forced a hard look on
existing regulations. The question
is, how effective will it be going
forward? Will it actually be able
to reform the flawed foundation
upon which so much of FMCSA
is built or, if the electronic
logging rule goes into effect, will
it be too little, too late? LL

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.
(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
$25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
•
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MATS 2018

Plenty for drivers to see,
do at Mid-America Trucking
Show 2018
By Land Line staff

Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

Make plans now to attend the 2018 Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky. Show organizers say
the March 22-24 event will likely have close to 1,000
exhibitors on the more than 1 million feet of show floor
at the Kentucky Expo Center.
Original equipment manufacturers like
Peterbilt, Mack, Western Star and
Cummins will be in attendance,
along with dozens of trailer and tire
manufacturers and technology
exhibitors. Officials with
Exhibit Management
Associates, the hosts of the
show, say they have more
than 600 exhibitors committed so far.
Peterbilt will be hosting a Super Fan contest that will
provide five contestants with an all-expense paid trip to
MATS. One lucky finalist will be chosen to drive home
the 1 millionth Peterbilt tractor.
TravelCenters of America, operators of TA and
Petro truck stops, will provide off-site truck parking,
complete with hot showers, on-site truck services,
and shuttles to and from the show running every 15
minutes.
The Paul K. Young Truck Beauty Championship and
awards ceremony will be hosted on-site, including
Lights after MATS on Wednesday night and Thursday
night, and the PKY Competitor Parade following
the close of the show on Saturday. You can catch the
parade on the Expo Center’s perimeter road.
Other events include a concert Friday night as well
as educational seminars and training from the North
American Transportation Management Institute.
Free attendee registration begins Dec. 1 on the show
website, TruckingShow.com, and runs through Feb. 20.
After Feb. 20, online registration will continue to be
available for a cost of $10 per person until March 20.
Attendee registration will continue to be available onsite at all show entrances for a cost of $10 per person.
The show brings more than 70,000 people to
Louisville each year, meaning hotels book up and fast.
Show management recommends booking early. The
official housing agency of MATS can assist you with
making reservations by calling 800-743-3100. LL
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2018-2019

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com for
more industry events.

MARCH 2018
22-24 Mid-America Trucking Show, Kentucky
Expo Center, Louisville, Ky. For more information, visit
TruckingShow.com.
APRIL 2018
19-21 Truck World at the International Centre in
Mississauga, Ontario, near Toronto. Visit TruckWorld.ca
for more information.
MAY 2018
5 Midwest Pride in your Ride Truck & Tractor Show,
Tri-State Raceway, Earlville, Iowa. For more information,
visit MidwestPrideInYourRide.org.
10-12 East Coast Truckers Jamboree, Kenly 95 Petro,
Kenly, N.C. For more information, visit Kenly95.com.
31-June 2 American Truck Historical Society
National Convention, Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington,
Ky. For more information, visit ATHS.org.
JUNE 2018
9-10 Texas Trucking Show, NRG Center, Houston. For
more information, visit TexasTruckingShow.com.
JULY 2018
12-14 Walcott Truckers Jamboree, Iowa 80
Truckstop, Walcott, Iowa. For more information, visit
Iowa80TruckStop.com.
20-21 Expedite Expo, Lexington Center, Lexington, Ky.
For more information, visit ExpediteExpo.com.
AUGUST 2018
23-25 Great American Trucking Show, Kay Bailey
Hutchison Convention Center, Dallas, Texas. For more
information, visit TruckShow.com.
SEPTEMBER 2018
7-8 Big Iron Classic Truck Show and Charity Drive
at the Dodge County Fairgrounds in Kasson, Minn. For
more information, visit BigIronClassic.com.
28-29 10th annual Guilty By Association Truck
Show, Joplin, Mo. For more information, visit
ChromeShopMafia.com/guilty-by-association-truck-show.
APRIL 2019
19-21 ExpoCam Montreal 2019, Bonaventure,
Montreal, Quebec. For more information, visit
ExpoCam.ca.
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OOIDAON THE ROAD
By Jon Osburn SKIPPER OF THE SPIRIT

Asking Santa for ELD delay, more parking spaces
Here’s wishing everyone a merry
Christmas and a happy holidays.
No. 1 on my wish list is for Santa
Claus to bring us a reprieve from
the electronic logging mandate. As
of press time, the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association
was still pushing for a two-year
delay. Even if the mandate does go
through, I know OOIDA will keep
fighting.
Other gifts I’d like to see are
more parking places and affordable
insurance for truck drivers and their
families.
The recent efforts of so many
truckers standing up for what they
believe in has me excited for 2018.
ELD or Me and various other
groups have spoken up and made
sure that their voices were heard by

lawmakers. I think that was pretty
cool.
These drivers decided that they
weren’t just going to sit around,
drink coffee and complain about
things. They decided to try and do
something about it. I’ve always said
that you can either be a part of the
solution, or you are a part of the
problem.
I look forward to hearing truck
driver’s concerns as Sassi and I
travel the Southwest and West
Coast in December and January. I
will begin December at the Petro in
Kingman, Ariz., before I make stops
in Tooele, Utah, and Wells, Nev.
After spending time with family
for Christmas, I will be at the Petro
in Sparks, Nev., from Jan. 9-11.
After that, The Spirit will make

stops in Corning, Calif.; Santa Nella,
Calif.; Wheeler Ridge, Calif.; and
Barstow, Calif. As always, I’m
looking forward to these stops.
There are plenty of great places to
eat out there.
We had a busy 2017, and I’m
looking forward to an even busier
2018. If you get the chance, stop by
and say hello. LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has
also worked as a
paramedic and a Navy
hospital corpsman.
He lives with his wife,
Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and travels with his loyal
co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: DEC 2017/JAN2018
Dec 2-4
Dec 6-8
Dec 10-12
Dec 14-31
Jan 9-11
Jan 13-15
Jan 17-19
Jan 20-22
Jan 23-25
Jan 26-28
Jan 29-31
Feb 1-3
Feb 4-6
Feb 8-10
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Petro, Kingman, AZ
I-40, Exit 66
T/A,Tooele, UT
I-80, Exit 99
Petro,Wells, NV
I-80, Exit 352A
❄❄❄❄ Off Duty ❄❄❄❄
Petro, Sparks, NV
I-80, Exit 21
Petro, Corning, CA
I-5, Exit 630
Petro, Santa Nella, CA
Hwy 152 & Hwy 33
T/A, Santa Nella, CA
I-5 & Hwy 33, Exit 407
Petro, Wheeler Ridge, CA
I-5, Exit 219 A/B
T/A, Wheeler Ridge, CA
I-5, Exit 219 A/B)
T/A, Barstow, CA
I-15, Exit 178
T/A, Ontario, CA
I-10, Exit 57
Shawn Hubbard Petro
I-10, Exit 57
Ontario, CA
Petro, Tonopah, AZ
I-10, Exit 103

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for
their generous use of the 2017
5700 EX Phantom II. Western Star’s
support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.
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OOIDACongratulations
Life Members

Pamela Addams
Chester Andrews Jr.
Lester Angst
Franklin Ashenfelter
Anthony Austin
David Bean
Daryl Bell
Rob Bluhm
Howard Brogan
Don Brown

Todd Duhachek
James Ellison Jr.
Kevin Faber
Douglas Gambill
Larry Gorsuch
Jerry Graybill
Michael Green
Aaron Hodge
Randle Hodge Sr.
Melvin Holmes

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

David Imhoff
Michael Jarman
Larry Johnson
Patrick Johnston
Marvin Kaiser
Donald Klavinger
Michael Laidlaw
Marvin Liefer
Kennith Linger
John Luther

Senior Members
David E. Anderson
John H. Atwell
Michael K. Atwell
Ron V. Bernhardt
Michael D. Bower
Temo J. Brannlund
Dana Brock
William J. Cameron
Scott A. Chencharick
Joel Cobb
Timothy Coleman
Clifford J. Dean
Matthew L. Dorscher
John Charles
Duhachek
Keith Dumka
Preston P. Eagles
Steven F. Earley
Charles C. Ellis
Randy L. Erdman
Eugeniusz C. Flasza
Robert L. Foster
Kevin L. Gadberry

Wendell Glover
Benjamin Gonzalez
Kevin M. Hancock
Kevin Hannasch
Charles A. Harris
William S. Hatfield
Lawrence O. Heiting
James D. Henson
Rose M. Smith
Henson
John Willie Hines
Randy W. Hollister
Timothy L. Holty
Robert M. Hudecek
Alvin L. Humphrey Jr.
Peter Interdonato
Donald W. Jenkins
Jeffery L. Jensen
Wutang A. Jintao
Russell S. Johnston
Jeffrey J. Keller
David A. Kelly
Jack Knick
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Mark McKee Sr.
Raymond Miller
Lisa Moon
William Morton
Bruce Nilsen
Robert O’Quinn
James Osborne III
Philip Reed
David Robison
Paul Rose

Max Ryan
Roger Ryberg
Steven Sampson
Adrian Schlabach
Charles Sewell III
Richard Sheese
Avtar Singh-Cheira
Jerry Stalzer
Craig Stewart
Garfield Stokes

Kenneth Stoltzfus
Gary Wallace
Ron Watowa
Gustav Wegner II
Edwin White
Dale Wick
Ron Wilcox
Joseph Williams
Tylor Wrobleski Sr.

For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us 800-444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

Karl S. Kusnierczyk
Julia Leticia Lara
Randy W. Lavigne
Alan C. Lawson Jr.
Denise Lehenbauer
Steve W. Lehenbauer
Gail Lehman
William D. Lopez
Nicholas P. Lusco
Kirk C. Luzadder
James L. Mathis
Matt McGuire
Michael L. Melton
Michael J. Micsky
Bobby N. Moore
Vance Moorman
Robert L. Morris
Gabriel Munteanu
Eric Murph
Thelton Myers
Robert Frank Nelson
Scott E. Nodorft
Charles D. Oland III

Stephen Paradise
Terry Douglas
Peterson
Clay A. Phares
Melvin Pierce
Kirk D. Pollitt
Eric Brent Pyles
Michael R. Rageth
Damian Rice
John T. Richardson
Arnoldo Rivera
Destry V. Roecker
Teresa Roecker
William P. Rose
Charles R. Rosell
Joseph B. Ryan
Michael E. Ryan
Josh J. Sakry
Santiago Salazar
Tony Sherman
Andrew M. Shrawder
Thomas J. Sitterly
Barry R. Smith

Gregory C. Smith
Kyle K. Sommer
Craig A. Spape
Randy L. Sweet
Chad B. Tennant
Christopher Mark
Thompson
Jay Thompson
Reginald Thwaits
Ernesto Valenciana Sr.
Doug Varty
Jim D. Vess
Gurdeep Virk
Kathy Walters
Scott R. Warner
Freddie Waters
Victoria R. Weldon
Kirby Shane Wiegel
Don O. Williams Sr.
Keith M. Williams
Jeffrey A. Wilson
Kenny Wilson
Terry Zeman
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GET THE

GEAR

Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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ACCOUNTING
LuckyHauler........................................... 99
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ...................... 97
Taxation Solutions.................................. 94
Todd Knapp, CPA .................................. 95

THE CLASSIFIED

MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 215,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium ﬂeets (19%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 480,000

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Capital Lending ..................................... 98
Corporate Capital .................................. 94
Eagle Capital ......................................... 93
Interstate Freight Network ..................... 97
Legacy Financial Services .................... 95
Max Milles .............................................. 96
Neal Freeman Investments................... 96
XFactors................................................. 97

individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

LEGAL SERVICES
Coast to Coast Legal Services ............. 97
Road Law............................................... 97

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
American Truck Historical Society .........98
BaCaar ....................................................98
BH Tubes ................................................97
Buck Boylan, Author ..............................97
BunkRite..................................................96
Donvel .....................................................97
Electrowarmth.........................................95
Freight Movers School ..................... 94,97
Gateway Supply .....................................94
Great American Chrome Shop..............95
Jet-Alert ...................................................96
Phoenix Sleep Solutions ........................95
RCS Training ...........................................96
RoadKing Shocks ..................................98
Silver Road Shocks ................................96
SouthPointe Radiator .............................95
Sunrise Bedding .....................................97
Trucker Therapy ......................................98
Van Alstine ..............................................94
Weather Toppers ....................................95

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS
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Loadtraining.com .................................. 95
Rig Expense Tracker ............................. 94
The Truckers Helper .............................. 93
Truckdriver.com ..................................... 98

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart..........................................................93
Debrick Truck Line ..................................97
Show Me Trucking ..................................98
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ARE YOU A SOLE PROPRIETOR?
If so, park your truck RIGHT NOW and don’t drive
another mile until you incorporate your business!

Call 855-810-4114 now or
visit www.corpcapinc.com
WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH:
• Getting Money
• CPA Tax Planning
• Bookkeeping Services • Asset Protection
• Living Trusts
• Equipment Leasing
• And More!

DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

Our Customers Say It Best . . .

U.S. Distributor

Circle No. 69 on Response Card

“I was a sole proprietor until I incorporated my
business with CCI. Now they do the bookkeeping
and taxes for my business, and I literally save
thousands of dollars every year.”
– Robert Dowdy of Cisco Group, Inc.

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Carlson, President/Owner
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117
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Call 800-444-5791
to advertise
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IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

CPA

Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

Corporate
Supporter

CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz
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If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,
then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

● 100% waterproof
● Made from high-quality vinyl
● Affordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

15% Off

Weather
oppers, Inc.

for land line readers
use coupon code: ll
order online!
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The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894
Circle No. 105 on Response Card
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transflo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU
Circle No. 74 on Response Card

Taking the hassle out of
dispatching and paperwork
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:
• Find loads
• Complete broker contracts
• Sign rate sheets
• Gather insurance certificates
• Complete invoicing for O/Os
& small fleet owners
• Provide Big Road Electronic
Log Tracking for O/Os

Save time
and stay
focused on
what you
do best
CONTACT US TODAY

www.maxmilles.com
219-863-1091
Circle No. 106 on Response Card

No Credit Check
New Homes Nationwide
Call RCS Now!

713-703-4001
www.wholesellers.net

Circle No. 197 on Response Card
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Got a ticket? Fight it!
• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

BestMattressPadEver.com

95%

2” thick breathable mattress pad
Warmer in winter, cooler in summer
Order online – cut to ﬁt

success
rAtIo

“I love how this mattress pad makes
my sleeper feel like I’m sleeping
on my bed at home.”

call coast to coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Protect your CDL

– Jon Osburn, Skipper of the OOIDA Spirit Truck

Call us at 636-293-8212
Circle No. 77 on Response Card

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669

Circle No. 45 on Response Card

www.mbataxhelp.com

Are your
coolAnt tubes rusty?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
no more rust!
900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-find tubes
also available.

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

EXPERIENCED DISPATCHER

Circle No. 179 on Response Card

needs dependable & professional
ﬂatbed, step deck or dry van O/Os

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

Good freight • Easy to work with • 10+ years’
experience • 8,000 loads moved • Good references

DRIVERS MUST BE:
Able to drive a minimum of 5 days (Sun-Sat week)
A good communicator • Available to take loads
Willing to tarp (ﬂatbed & step deck drivers)
OOIDA members: Make at least $5,000/wk gross
or you donÕt pay anything for that week!

800-255-6285
Paola, KS

Since 1958

815-690-4970 (Phil) www.ihavetrucks.com
Circle No. 101 on Response Card

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
Circle No. 43 on Response Card

1-866-210-5545

Two great
stocking
stuffers!

www.bhtubes.com
Circle No. 58 on Response Card

Available at
Amazon.com

www.buckboylan.com author@buckboylan.com

Circle No. 114 on Response Card
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Drop Today – Cash Today
Circle No. 80 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791
to advertise

NON-RECOURSE DEPOSITARDS LO APPLICATCIOHNESCKS 24/7
S
FACTORING FREE DIREFCRTEE FUFERLECE TRAFNRSEFE SETFURPE/E CRNEDOITRESERVE
•

•

SINCE
1990

•

•

•

•

XFactors Financial

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

Circle No. 249 on Response Card
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caplendgroup.com

Call 800-444-5791
to advertise
Circle No. 111 on Response Card

Need Drivers

Let us get to work for you!

YOUR EQUIPMENT

doesn’t have to be

COMPLICATED

1650-A South Enterprise
Springfield, MO 65804

FLATBED

Personalized service

Need O/Os
in MO & Eastern KS

in Western MO & Eastern KS

Flexible financing
Behind you 100%

- TRUCKING & FREIGHT, INC.

Longevity Bonus
Weekly Pay
Flexible work schedule

Our operating area is roughly a 600-mile radius of Kansas City
All O/Os and drivers have weekends home

call 800-824-3822 or visit www.showmetrucking.com
Circle No. 44 on Response Card

417-865-6500 or
866-526-0843

LEASING

LOANS

Vacation Pay & Holiday Pay
Health, Dental
and Vision Insurance
Simple IRA Retirement Program
Flexible work schedule

FINANCING

FLEXIBILITY

Circle No. 124 on Response Card

“I haven’t been home for
weeks and am feeling so
depressed ... I don’t know
what to do.”
Anger, stress and relationship problems are
common for many truckers and their families.
Phone and Video Conference sessions
for truckers on the road Indiana Clients Only
www.TruckerTherapy.com 765-807-6778
Circle No. 240 on Response Card

your
CARGO THEFT Secure
trailer door with
bAcAAr line
DETERRENT the
of siren alarmed

contact (402)
870-2611

products

www.BaCaar.com

Circle No. 2 on Response Card
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Paying too much money to Uncle Sam?
★ Does your CPA specialize in Owner-Ops?
★ LLC and S-Corp specialists!
★ Save taxes with location-based Per Diem Rates
FRANK GRUBER, CPA

★

LUCKYHAULER.COM

1-855-815-8421 323-499-3388

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to
over 215,000
industry
professionals
Call 800-444-5791 to speak to
an advertising representative.

Our audited subscriber base
includes
owner-operators
(53%), small and medium
ﬂeets (19%) and company
drivers (21%). With our passalong
readership,
Land
Line reaches over 480,000
individuals. As the ofﬁcial
publication of OOIDA, Land
Line provides the trucking
industry with sharp insight
into every aspect of trucking.
From legislative and regulatory
issues,
to
equipment,
products, services, industry
news, lifestyle and proﬁtability.
Land Line stands out as the
primary business publication
for
professional
truckers.
Advertising in Land Line gets
results.

reasons not to join

OOIDA
1
2
3
4
5

Trucking is a great profession;
I wouldn’t change a thing.
I like being treated like
a second-class citizen.
I took a vow of poverty.
My telephone psychic says
I shouldn’t worry about what’s
going on at the FMCSA.
I believe Congress always
passes the best possible
laws for the trucking industry.

6
7
8
9
10

I like paying more taxes and
fees than I really need to.
I believe law enforcement is
motivated solely by highway safety.
I learned all I need to know about
leasing rules from my motor carrier.
If I collected all the money brokers owe
me, I’d be in a higher tax bracket.
My dispatcher told me “it
doesn’t get any better than
this,” and I believe him.

Sound ridiculous?
That’s because there’s simply no good reason not to join the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association. More than 158,000 members already know this.
Join today. 800-444-5791
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018
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HOT
STUFF

COOL

SERVICES

Critical weather intelligence
at your command
Baron recently announced a mobile version of
the Baron Threat Net that allows users to monitor
important weather data by location, ensuring safety
while on the go. The Threat Net Mobile App offers
many critical weather-monitoring features, including
high-resolution, customizable mapping for weather
monitoring down to street level and detailed data
and visual monitoring on a variety of severe weather
threats. It also displays National Weather Service
advisories (watches and warnings) down to the county level. The user-friendly app is presented in a
fast, intuitive interface designed for easy access wherever the user may be. Alerts can be created for
tornadoes, lightning, flooding, ice storms, tropical storms and dangerous road conditions. For more
information, visit BaronThreatNet.com.

The cleaner that
grips glass

A new way to
secure your cargo
The Kick Stops cargo restraint device is
designed to eliminate shifting pallets while in
transit, minimizing cargo damage and claims.
The inexpensive device is rugged, easy to use
and reusable. Simply place it next to the pallet
you need secured and kick it into place – no
special tools required. To fully restrain the
movement of the pallet in both directions, use
a second device along the adjoining side and
repeat the process. With the Kick Stops device,
there is no need to re-palletize cargo. Unload
times are faster, and it provides added safety on
the road and while unloading.
Visit KickStops.net or call 513-432-7418 or
714-745-8230 for more information and to order.
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Glass Glitz from E-Zoil is a
streak-free, ready-to-use formula
that dissolves film, light to
heavy soils, fingerprints, bugs
and other hard-to-remove
grime from glass, windshields,
windows and mirrors. The new
formula thickens when shaken and
grips the glass to make cleaning
vertical surfaces easier. It contains
a pleasant odor neutralizer that is
ammonia-free and won’t evaporate on
hot surfaces. Glass Glitz comes in
a 32-ounce bottle and is safe for
the environment when used as
directed. For more information
on Glass Glitz and E-Zoil’s
complete line of cleaning
products, visit EZoil.com
or call 716-213-0106.

If you have a product you
would like featured, send a
news release with a photo to
Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com.
All featured products are subject
to editorial review.
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

Tackle grime without damaging surfaces
Brush Hero is a lightweight detailing tool that combines the advantages of powered
scrubbing tools with the simple cleaning power of water. Using water pressure from a
standard garden hose to power its turbine, the tool is made
of durable plastic that stands up to harsh cleaning
chemicals and is ideal for navigating hard-toreach spots. The Brush Hero starter set comes
with the basic turbine, a white brush for tough
jobs and a black brush for sensitive surfaces.
Other available accessories include a soap
dispenser and extension wand. Brush Hero products
are assembled, packaged and distributed by Columbus
Professional Services, an organization supporting the growth,
development and independence of persons with disabilities by providing
them with healthy and safe employment opportunities. Visit BrushHero.com or call
888-550-HERO (4376) for more information and to order.

Wake up rested and ready to roll
Pocketed spring core mattresses from The Big Rig Mattress
are engineered to be durable and comfortable for life on the
road. Designed by a driver for professional, long-haul drivers,
the mattresses provide ideal spinal alignment, reduce pressure
points and are wrapped in a luxury quilted top. They are
available in standard and extra firm in a variety of sizes and ship
within 48 hours. Custom sizes are also available. The company
offers factory-direct pricing, a 60-day comfort guarantee and
a 10-year warranty on materials and workmanship. For more
information and to purchase, visit TheBigRigMattress.com
or call 877-736-4233.

Simple, effective
theft deterrence
The new Lares cargo door locking device from BaCaar
is designed to provide added security for your cargo.
Manufactured by hand, the device weighs less than 10
pounds and installs quickly and easily. It is equipped
with a solid steel 10 mm lock for secured travel and
features a vibration-activated 110-decibel audible
alarm for use when the trailer is parked. Adjustable
to fit most swing-door trailers, the Lares is powder
coated for corrosion resistance and is available in fire
engine red or battleship gray. Custom colors are also
available for an additional cost. For more information
and to order, visit BaCaar.com or call 402-870-2611.
The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided by selected manufacturers.
The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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EPA says Clean Air Act
doesn’t allow it to regulate
glider kits as new trucks
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

The Environmental Protection Agency recently
released details regarding its proposed rule to repeal
emissions requirements for glider vehicles, glider
engines, and glider kits.
In a summary of the rule, the repeal is based
on a proposed interpretation of the Clean Air Act
under which glider vehicles would be found not
to constitute “new motor vehicles,” glider engines
would be found not to constitute “new motor
vehicles” and glider kits would not be treated as
“incomplete” new motor vehicles.
Under this proposed interpretation, the EPA would
lack the authority to regulate glider vehicles, glider
engines, and glider kits.
“EPA is proposing that the statutory interpretations
on which the Phase 2 rule predicated its regulation of
glider vehicles, glider engines, and glider kits were
incorrect.”
In August, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
announced the agency would revisit provisions of the
upcoming Phase 2 of the greenhouse gas regulations.
The Phase 2 proposal builds upon a Phase 1 final
rule for model years 2014 through 2018 and for
equipment manufacturers to increase fuel economy
and reduce carbon emissions by about 23 percent by
model year 2027.
The inclusion of glider kits created opposition
as many owner-operators have turned to the
customizable, less expensive option when purchasing
a “new” truck. In a 2016 survey conducted by the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association, 14
percent of owner-operators said they would be buying
a glider kit as their next truck. That was 2 percent
more than those who were planning on buying new.
“After reconsidering the statutory language, EPA
proposes to adopt a reading of the relevant provisions
of the CAA under which the Agency would lack
authority … to impose requirements on glider
vehicles, glider engines, and glider kits and therefore
proposes to remove the relevant rule provisions,” the
proposal said.
A public hearing on the repeal was scheduled for
Dec. 4 at the EPA’s Washington, D.C., campus.
Public comments on the proposal will be received
through Jan. 5, 2018. Comments identified by Docket
ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2014-0827 may be submitted
at the Regulations.gov website. LL
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DOT announces launch
of regulatory review

Join Our Team

By Jami Jones, managing editor

One of the first actions by President Donald Trump after
taking office was a freeze on impending regulations with
a promise of a full regulatory review. The Department of
Transportation took the official first step of launching the
review of DOT-related regulations – including trucking
regulations.
The DOT published the notification of regulatory
review in the Federal Register on Oct. 2.
The parent agency of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, along with all other transportation related
agencies, announced a review of existing regulations. The
process will evaluate the regulations’ continued necessity,
their effectiveness on solving problems and whether they
burden the development or use of energy resources.
“As part of these reviews, the department invites the
public to provide input on existing rules and other agency
actions that are good candidates for repeal, replacement,
suspension or modification,” according to the notice.
“Improvement of regulations is a continuous
focus for the Department. There should be no more
regulations than necessary, and those regulations should
be straightforward, clear and designed to minimize
burdens.”
While the DOT has routinely reviewed regulations on
the books every 10 years, three executive orders signed
by President Trump after taking office direct the DOT
and related agencies, including FMCSA, to further
scrutinize their regulations and other agency actions.
Those executive orders prompted the DOT and related
agencies to seek public input on existing regulations
and other agency actions that need modified, axed or
replaced.
While all regulations are fair game under the review,
four “economically significant” regulations related to
trucking were listed in the notice. Those include: the ELD
mandate, NHTSA’s greenhouse gas Phase 2 regulation,
the final rule on the drug and alcohol clearinghouse, and
driver training regulations.
The crux of the review is to determine a number
of things, including if regulations eliminate jobs; are
outdated or unnecessary; and impose costs that exceed
benefits.
The DOT initially planned to accept comments for 30
days on the regulatory review proposal. However, the
agency extended it another 30 days to a Dec. 3 deadline
after receiving petitions requesting more time from
OOIDA and other groups. LL

Our Flatbed, Stepdeck, Van,
Reefer, and RGN Division Offers:
■ Average 2.50 per mile with rates always quoted up
front in flatbed/stepdeck division.
■ We can lease or rent you a trailer: flatbed, stepdeck,
van, reefer, RGN
■ 40% of load paid up front. Settlements within 48 hours
of receiving bills.
■ 120+ years rock solid with an extensive agent network
■ Non-Forced Central Dispatch & 49 State Authority
■ We are 100% Owner Operators, NO company trucks
to compete with
■ No Up-front money required. Base plate and insurance
available
■ Fast and easy approval so you can get signed on and
start making revenue.
■ Company fuel discounts up for .45 off per gallon
■ Contractor’s Winner’s Circle with discount up to
40% off most top brands of tires.
ELD set-up assistance
■ Interest Bearing Maintenance
Fund with 6% Interest Rate
■ Our Jones Express
Dry Van Division offers
2 settlement options: $1.00 per
mile + FSC– No Trailer Rent OR 74%
line haul + FSC with dedicated customers
through the country

Call us today to go over our program in detail.
CORPORATE OFFICE
800-825-6637
Jim Ashley 770-843-1018
Carol Faulkner 270-540-1022
Mike Curle 901-603-2154
Greg Lytle 301-616-5089

JonesExpress
OTSHOT
XPRESS
E

®

JonesMotor

®

Circle No. 136 on Response Card
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TruckMiles

¨

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” Ð Lorne Daigle

FEDUP

FHWA seeks state DOT applicants
for failed tolling program
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Despite its lack of success, the Federal
Highway Administration is accepting
applications from state transportation
departments for three spots in the
Interstate System Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation Pilot Program. The
program allows up to three states to
collect tolls on existing highways.
On Oct. 20, FHWA posted a notice
of solicitation for applications
in the Federal Register for state
DOTs to participate in the program.
Applications are due by Feb. 20.

“The winners in tolling
are the tolling companies
and their Wall Street
investors, and the losers
are American motorists.”
– Stephanie Kane, spokeswoman for
Alliance for Toll-Free Interstates

● Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
● Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
● Driver expense tracking
● Full color maps
● Multiple stop and location
entries
● Proﬁt margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax

If selected, a state will be exempt
from regulations prohibiting the
installation of tolls on existing highway
lanes that could not otherwise be
adequately maintained or functionally
improved without the collection of
tolls. All criteria must be met within
three years.
Missouri, North Carolina and
Virginia held the previous spots for
nearly 20 years when it was established
in 1998. However, not one proposed
program has satisfied the pilot
program’s criteria. The FAST Act
established a timeframe of three years
to meet criteria with a possible oneyear extension.
“Congress and the FHWA should
abandon the call for new state
tolling pilots and instead focus
on real solutions that improve our
surface infrastructure and citizens

will support,” said Stephanie Kane,
spokeswoman for Alliance for TollFree Interstates. “Instead, with
Congressional backing, the FHWA is
doubling down on a failed program and
begging states to apply.”
Additionally, the three states that
held those slots had one year from
the enactment of the FAST Act to
implement a program or request a oneyear extension. All three states have
decided to abandon their slots.
This marks the first time since the
tolling pilot program was established in
1998 for other states to take advantage
of an open call for projects.
Virginia made attempts to toll
Interstate 81 under the program.
However, that project never saw the
light of day.
Missouri had tossed around the
idea of tolling Interstate 70 several
times over the years. Not only did the
idea never win favor from the public,
but tolling was shut down by state
lawmakers. Earlier this year, Missouri
lawmakers proposed an outright
ban on the Missouri Department of
Transportation from using money for
anything toll-related when drafting
MoDOT’s 2017-18 budget.
“The winners in tolling are the
tolling companies and their Wall Street
investors, and the losers are American
motorists and the economy that gets
weighed down by the enormous
burden tolling brings with it,” Kane
said. “It’s surprising that such a plan
is being pushed by this administration,
when President Trump campaigned
as, and continues to proclaim to be, a
fighter for the little guy and someone
who will stand up to Wall Street.”
The Alliance for Toll-Free
Interstates also notes that tolling
can waste 10 percent to 20 percent
of revenues on administrative
and bureaucratic costs. LL
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Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
LAND LINE 105

By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to the Missouri
Department of
Transportation for a
recent program they ran
that used electronic signs to offer
tips on how to drive and operate
safely around big trucks. Some
examples: “If you can’t see their
mirror, they can’t see you” and
“Remember, semis take longer to
slow down.” In addition to that,
some travel centers ran videos
at the fuel pumps offering tips on
driving around big trucks as well
as warnings about texting while
driving.
These tips may seem obvious to
folks who spend their lives rolling
18 wheels down the highway,
but we all know there are plenty
of people out there on the road
who need to be reminded. Kudos,
MoDOT, for getting the word out.
Here’s hoping the right people got
the message.
ROSES to an unnamed truck driver
whose actions likely helped save
the life of a toddler who was found
wandering in traffic in Springfield,
Ohio. According to the Springfield
News-Sun, the 2-year-old boy
was found in the middle of an
intersection by himself. Police were
quickly called to the scene, where
local resident Kimberly Heckman
had been waiting for a tow truck
when she spotted him.
Heckman said she started running
for the intersection when a truck
driver pulled out and used his truck
to block oncoming traffic. “He just
backed up and just pulled right,”
she said. “Just cuddled him like a
cradle.” She got the child to safety
and began looking for his parents.
Turns out the boy had been with his
grandfather, who had fallen asleep,
and just wandered away from the
house.
We’re glad this story had a happy
ending, and if anyone knows who
that truck driver was tell him (or her)

we’ve got some ROSES coming their
way.
ROSES to Forrest Lucas, founder
of Lucas Oil Products, and the
Sikhs Political Action Committee for
joining the fight against the electronic
logging device mandate earlier this
fall. In a joint statement with Sikh
Committee Chairman Gurinder Singh
Khalsa, the pair expressed their
concerns about the possible impact
of the regulation on the economy.
The Sikhs also took part in a news
conference – along with OOIDA and
29 other groups – denouncing the
mandate back in September. Not
content to stop there, in October they
also joined the Black and Blue protest
in Washington, D.C.
The fight against this mandate
has been long and difficult, and
with 150,000 drivers in the Sikh
organization, it’s good to know that
we’re not in it alone. Far from it.

OOIDA Member Bryan Webb of
Lincroft, N.J., sent in some ROSES
for an editorial that appeared in The
Monmouth Journal and was written
by Managing Editor Gary Chapman.
In the column, Chapman marvels at
the sheer number of tractor-trailers
on the highways and the number
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of miles they cover on a regular
basis.
He goes on to say that he
talked to his friend Pete, who is
a truck driver, about how things
were when Pete started out and
how much the burden placed
on truckers has increased today.
He concludes by speaking out
against speed limiters on trucks
because, in his words, “slower
deliveries will mean higher prices
passed on to the consumer.”
Bryan said he was glad to
see the column after watching
too many stories on his local
news stations bashing truckers
and portraying the industry in a
negative light.
We’ve got to agree with you,
Bryan. It does seem like more
and more mainstream outlets are
catching on when it comes to
trucking. Here’s hoping the trend
continues.

RAZZBERRIES to
the Federal Highway
Administration for
continuing to flog the
dead horse that is the
Interstate System Reconstruction
and Rehabilitation Pilot Program.
If you don’t recognize that name,
you’ll recognize the description:
the program allows up to three
states to collect tolls on existing
highways.
Missouri, North Carolina and
Virginia were in those three
spots for nearly 20 years after
the program was established
in 1998. The thing is – no other
proposal has met the criteria of
the pilot program since then. And
yet, in spite of this, the FHWA
put out a call for new applicants
earlier this year.
Good luck with that. You know
they are called pilot programs
for a reason. When they don’t
work, you go back to the drawing
board and try something else. LL
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