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Regulatory reform, electronic log protests
and NAFTA negotiation may not seem
completely related until you look at how
they all could play a role in revising
hours-of-service regulations.

OOIDA says CSA overhaul
needs to go beyond the math
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OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May, 2020!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2020.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.

OOIDA now offers members OOIDA Compliance Connection,
a new program from OOIDA to assist members to stay in
compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.
With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and easily establish
compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA Compliance Connection offers:
• 24/7 online access to files
• Carriers can upload their own documents. No need to
scan and email or fax
• A system for storing driver qualification files
• Assistance with all maintenance files
• Organizes paperwork and allows auditors to view records
during a new entry safety audit
• File copies of roadside inspection reports
• Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs and
other resources in an easy-to-access location
All of this information is easily accessible and can be sent confidentially and
selectively to an authorized investigator.
Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of
compliance record-keeping and maintenance.
Call OOIDA Business Services and find out about
OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
NOVEMBER 2017
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EDITOR’SPAGE
Jami Jones MANAGING EDITOR

Battle plans and storytellers
Putting this magazine together
takes a knack for predicting the
future. A depth of experience in
the trucking world, with a team of
crack journalists, sometimes makes
the task pretty easy. Not this time.
Sun Tzu and the Art of War.
Every good warrior knows that
along with a strong plan of attack,
one must have a backup plan.
Realistically, it is to live to fight

The goodbye is halfhearted, as we know
full well her legacy
will live on – and we
have her number on
speed dial and aren’t
afraid to use it.

another day. With the emotion
surrounding the electronic logging
mandate, that’s a rough spot to be
in, and, from our perspective, to
report on.
The fight against the $2 billion
mandate is still raging, yet with
both ELD and magazine printer
deadlines inching closer, there are
a lot of people asking questions
about how to comply if there isn’t
a delay in the mandate.
The news has continued to break
fast and furious on the protest
front, with the coalition news
conference followed by truckers
staging protests in D.C. and around
the country to organized efforts
on social media. Check out Page
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18 for an update on the protests
and online trending activity as we
headed off to press.
After you see that no one is
giving up, if you still have nagging
questions and want to have a
backup plan, we have that covered
too. We walk you through the
tough questions about compliance
and what is expected of you and
your device on Page 22.
A new battlefront. When
truckers took to Twitter, a funny
thing happened.
Truckers are notorious for
spinning some tales. When some
of you get fired up, you’re more
inclined to talk someone’s ear off
about the issue than not. We all
know it’s true. Time for honesty
here.
Many of you found Twitter for
the first time recently and had to
figure out how to make the most
of 140 characters in ELD tweets
to President Trump. Picking and
choosing from the laundry list
of arguments, many centered on
hours of service.
Combine that with some
movement on the North American
Free Trade Agreement and
Trump’s regulatory reform
initiative. We cracked out the
crystal ball. We asked, is the time
right for a revision of the hours-ofservice regulations? You can see
the pieces fall together on Page 20.
More stories to tell. You may
have an inkling that something is
up at Land Line since you aren’t
reading Editor-in-Chief Sandi

Soendker’s take on this issue. And,
you’d be right.
For more than 30 years Sandi
has been the heart and soul of
Land Line. She has been a leader,
a mentor and a friend to trucking
industry journalists, regulators, and
those affiliated with the industry
as well as those of us fortunate
enough to work with her.
She has led by example and
taught us all that you can be a
fierce advocate warrior and still be
a kind human being with a quick
wit and the ability to make some
off-the-wall comment sure to bring
a room down.
We all have learned much from
Sandi. So, on behalf of everyone
here at Land Line and OOIDA, we
say goodbye to her daily presence.
The goodbye is half-hearted, as
we know full well her legacy will
live on – and we have her number
on speed dial and aren’t afraid to
use it.
Life is to be lived. It is to be
embraced and enjoyed. It’s to go
and do something that scares the
hell out of you. That’s what she
is going to do – well, maybe not
scare herself, but retire and go live
life.
We will miss her and her tales
that did everything from inspire us,
to make us laugh, to (gently) point
out we need to get a grip. But one
thing is certain as she moves on:
Sandi will have more stories to
tell, and we hope to enjoy some of
hers from outside of trucking.
Forgive the insiderness of this,
but …
Scheherazade, Sandi. LL
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Commentary
ELDs certain to open the hours-of-service
version of Pandora’s box
Barring any last-minute changes, it looks
like the electronic logging mandate is
Jami Jones
going to go into effect in December.
MANAGING EDITOR
As a matter
of fact, the fight
Hours of service is by
for a delay has
not stopped as
far and away the chief
of this writing.
complaint fielded here
However, it’s
in the compliance unit
time for some
at OOIDA. It’s rigid and
honest talk
unworkable.
about what lies
ahead.
October was
an interesting month, with protests erupting on both
coasts. Groups organized to educate lawmakers, and the
public, on the impending nightmare that will be caused
by the electronic logging devices.
There was a bit of push back from some, including
owner-ops who like electronic logs. As much as they
criticized the protests, their points started to align with
those of the protestors.
Electronic logs are going to open a Pandora’s box
when it comes to the hours of service. Trading out the
15-minute incremental requirement of paper logs for
down-to-the-minute logging by the electronic devices
will cause major problems.
Hours-of-service regulation is far and away the
chief complaint fielded here in the compliance unit at
OOIDA. It’s rigid and unworkable.
Drivers are routinely put in Catch-22 situations

when unrelenting shippers, receivers, motor carriers
and brokers insist on things being done “their way”
and force drivers into potentially noncompliant and/or
unsafe situations. That comes in the form of running out
of hours at the dock and being forced off the property to
go find parking (good luck with that). It happens when
dispatchers squeeze more drive time out of a driver just
because it’s available, even though the driver may be
tired and doesn’t feel safe driving.
We have a system in trucking built around time rules
with no support in a regulatory sense for the drivers.
They are day-in and day-out left holding the bag.
What should have happened before electronic logs
were ever considered was an honest, scientifically valid
study into hours of service. We’ve already proven that
the 34-hour restart changes did nothing to improve
safety. I can assure you the hours-of-service regulations
harbor plenty more unrealistic, unsafe nuggets in there.
That’s where FMCSA should have started.
Instead, as drivers try to start figuring out how
they are going to comply with yet another unproven
mandate, FMCSA better brace for the inevitable.
So, much like in tale of Pandora’s box in Greek
mythology, with FMCSA in the role of Pandora, the
agency is about to open a box of horrible, unintended
consequences. And, just like Pandora, no matter how
fast they try and close it, the damage will be done.
One can only hope that they will be forced to face
this new chaos and listen to the drivers who have been
trying to tell them all along what really needs fixed –
hours of service. LL

Have a comment, special concern?
Agree or disagree with an editorial?
We would like to hear from you.
Mail Letters to the Editor
Land Line Magazine
P.O. Box 1000
Grain Valley, MO 64029
Fax 816-443-2227
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Email a Letter to the Editor for
use in Land Line Magazine and/or
the Land Line website, there’s an
easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to letters@
LandLineMag.com. Please keep
these letters brief and to the point.

“

”
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COMMENTARY

‘ Whacking those jackals on the nose’
By Sandi Soendker
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

OOIDA Life Member
Bob Rosenbaum,
Lincoln, Neb., is a
trucker, not a writer, by
trade. But he sure writes
great letters to his
elected representatives.
Last month we
received a packet of
copies of his wellworded letters, ones he
had recently sent to state delegates, U.S. congressmen
and even the president.
In his cover letter to us, Rosenbaum writes that if
a little more effort were made by more truckers, it
would make a big improvement. If a lot more truckers
made the same effort as Bob, we’d see incredible,
measurable improvement – in safety, fair rules and
most certainly job satisfaction.
A little about Bob – and he effectively shares this
in his letters. Rosenbaum is the son of two aircraft
mechanics. His mom was the state’s first woman
Marine; his dad was Army Air Corps. Rosenbaum says
“you can bet your shiny combat boots” he grew up
seeing plenty of respect and discipline. He, himself,
served 18 years.
Understandably, discipline is big with Rosenbaum.
He believes if we all had a “little more sense of
responsibility” that we would not be “in such a
damned mess.”
He also believes the “pathetic discipline of our
citizens begets the lousy government we have,”

Rosenbaum is
one of the many
OOIDA members
and professional
truckers who
believes the
mandates of
the FMCSA is
“suffocating” him.

and believes his service and record should earn
professional truckers and veteran citizens like himself
a “modicum of respect at the hands of the federal
bureaucracy.”
Rosenbaum is one of the many OOIDA members
and professional truckers who believes the mandates
of the FMCSA is “suffocating” him. As he has shared
in letters to President Trump, he’s a trucker, a fourthgeneration farm boy and a military veteran, and he
deserves more respect than he’s getting.
His style is not demanding but clearly expects
the officials he elected to do their job. As he says
to U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse, “how about giving an old
man a hand?” Or as he says simply to U.S. Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry, “how about stepping up?”
Rosenbaum doesn’t overdo it with novel-length
letters, but instead he clearly states his issues on
behalf of truckers. What we like about his letters are
his descriptive terms, ones that politicians are sure
to understand but not disregard as too angry or too
insulting. He explains with examples. Ones like his
likeness of the tiny dot, that tiny area in the scope
of all vehicular collisions that represents truckers in
violation of the hours-of-service rules – “statistically,
what you have is a pimple on a gnat’s butt.”
One thing about Rosenbaum, he can make the point
without resorting to offensive profanity or rudeness. As
he wrote to U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer, “I am weary of the
undisciplined, disrespectful character that swells like a
cancer among our citizens and our government. How
about standing up with us and whacking those jackals
on the nose?”
So, has Bob’s letters prompted personal replies?
They sure have. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
NOV. 10, 1903
Mary Anderson received the patent for a windshield wiper.
At the time, the invention was described as a “window
cleaning device for electric cars and other vehicles to
remove snow, ice or sleet from the window.” The public
originally scoffed at the idea, and Anderson never profited
from her invention.
NOV. 16, 1944
T.A. Peterman, the founder of Peterbilt Motors Co., died in
Tacoma, Wash., at the age of 51. Peterbilt was founded in
1939.

NOVEMBER 2017

NOV. 13, 1971
The movie “Duel” was released. The thriller about road
rage on a two-lane highway in the Mojave Desert features a
1955 Peterbilt 281 tanker truck. “Duel” was director Steven
Spielberg’s first full-length film.
NOV. 11, 1993
Truck drivers took part in a national shutdown from Nov.
11-17. Decreased compensation and increased taxes were
among the reasons many truckers chose to strike.
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck
is that?”
Well, Tandem
Thoughts is
where the Land
Line media team
shares opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid
discussion. We
drop honesty
bombs, we poke fun, we offer provocative analysis of news and
events of interest to truckers. No topic is off limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting, as Managing
Editor Jami Jones did recently when she took the Senate
Subcommittee on Transportation to task for failing to take smallbusiness truckers’ voices into account. Or, something a little more
fun, like a recent piece Staff Writer Tyson Fisher did on a new
“truckers only” online dating service.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting
a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day
it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for
free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/
Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
land line offers polls on its website at
LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions
on issues of interest. Here are some recent polls
and their results. Please note, the numbers have
been rounded and therefore sometimes may not
equal 100 percent.

Driver turnover is being talked about
a lot. What is the No. 1 reason for
drivers to leave a company?
Do not make enough money...........................57%
Pressured to drive when not ready .................6%
Not enough home time ...................................20%
Just was not the career for them .....................17%
When you are in your parked truck
and you hear someone knocking
on the door, do you respond?
Most of the time yes .......................................26%
Most of the time no .......................................20%
Depends on if I can see who it is .................54%
Has your truck ever been at risk
because of a non-winter related
catastrophic natural disaster
(hurricane, tornado, flood, wildfires)
when driving?
Yes ....................................................................0%
Yes, moderate damage .....................................4%
Yes, minimal damage ........................................2%
No, I check the forecasts to avoid affected
areas/been lucky .............................................47%
No, but I have had a close call or two .............47%
Has anyone ever offered to
sell you stolen diesel?
Yes ..................................................................24%
No ...................................................................76%
When you are pulled over, do you make
your own recording of the interaction?
Yes ..................................................................12%
No ...................................................................45%
Never thought about it, but I should ................43%
Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote,
click in one of the circles to indicate the answer that
best fits your opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the
site will show you up-to-date results, with your opinion
included.
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Senate’s version of automated vehicle
legislation also excludes commercial
vehicles
Sorry, but I don’t trust turning over the driving
to a computer. I’ve seen too many electronic things fail
in use and too many computers crash to trust them
with my life driving me around. I’ll drive myself until I’m
no longer able, and then trust another human to drive
me, not some electronic device that can fail at any time
without notice.
Bobby Atkins
Evidence doesn’t show need for
sleep apnea testing mandate, OOIDA says
Every rule the FMCSA has to enforce gives them a
bigger budget.
Jeff Mathews
Truck driver protected by Utah nurse dies
It’s really sad that he did not survive. I wonder how he
would have taken it when a “brother officer” wanted to
violate his rights and someone was falsely arrested for
protecting his rights.
Daniel Jones
The nurse was a true hero when she stood up to that
kind of police brutality. God rest your soul, driver.
Deborah Long
FMCSA’s Medical Review Board updates
medical examiner’s handbook
Actually, any driver’s personal physician should be able
to sign off on the medical exam for a driver. FMCSA
wanted money and so came the “certified” medical
examiner for commercial drivers. I went to a doctor
to get my medical card renewed and he told me they
wanted $2,000 per M.D. to be certified and that would
be last year doing DOT exams, but most CMEs only
charge $75. Lost a lot of good doctors because of greed!
Veronica Gowan Wanda Daigle
Tandem Thoughts: ‘Driver Appreciation Week’
was nice for one week
This pretense of appreciation is just a big hype and it’s
all a big lie.
Jesse
Exactly right, Mr. Bendel! A driver’s time is only
important to the company when they want a load
delivered fast. The rest of the time we’re just disposable
bodies in the cab, easily replaced by the next guy who
believes the recruitment hype.
Bob

Editor’s note: To see John Bendel’s piece on
Driver Appreciation Week, visit Tandem Thoughts at
LandLineMag.com.
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TRENDING

ELD mandate draws protests,
social media opposition campaigns
By Land Line staff

of DOT leadership and secured a meeting with federal
regulators to talk about the ELD mandate and its effects on
truck drivers.
While not everyone in both protests could sit in on the
meeting with the DOT, many took the opportunity to meet
with their lawmakers to explain the real-life effects that
electronic logs will have on their trucking operations.
One of the highlights during the D.C. protests was when
Rep. Brian Babin, sponsor of HR3282, a bill that would
delay the mandate to 2019, addressed the protesters.
He urged them to continue pushing their lawmakers to
co-sponsor the legislation.
While the D.C. protests captured the initial attention,
they weren’t the only protests going on around the country.
United Truckers, a well-organized faction of Sikh truck
drivers, shared videos of protests taking place on the
West Coast. Following staged protests, the groups joined
together in slowing down traffic on Interstate 5 and
Highway 99 in California, leading to multiple news reports
on their protests.

October is usually the height of wildfire season, but
truckers around the nation were igniting a different
firestorm as they took the streets and social media to
protest the upcoming mandate for electronic logging
devices.

Social media unrest

With the deadline for the electronic logging mandate
creeping ever so closer, opposition to the mandate hit a
fever pitch in early October, with protests in Washington,
D.C., and elsewhere around the country.
OOIDA got the ball rolling in late September with a
press conference at the National Press Club in Washington,
D.C. A coalition of more than 31 industry groups opposed
to the mandate had representatives on hand to bring their
concerns to lawmakers. Each speaker used their time to
tackle a different obstacle caused by ELDs.
The following week, two groups joined together in
protest in front of the Department of Transportation. ELD
or Me and Operation Black and Blue scored the attention
18 LAND LINE

#ELDorMe
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Rep. Brian Babin, R-Texas, center with a bullhorn, addressed protesters
outside of the Department of Transportation on Wednesday, Oct. 4, in
Washington, D.C.

The protests were just the beginning. Thousands of
truckers took to social media trying to gain the attention of
President Trump, in hopes that he would throw his support
behind a delay of the ELD mandate.
Using the hashtag “ELDorMe,” truckers took to Twitter,
tweeting at President Trump’s account and the White
House, hoping to be heard.
The tweet storm began Oct. 12 as Trump used the
American Trucking Associations as his backdrop during a
tax reform speech.
OOIDA, which has long been an opponent of the ELD
mandate, has lent its support to Rep Babin’s bill. The
Association has criticized the mandate for placing an
expensive regulatory burden on truckers with no added
safety benefit. OOIDA’s executives have taken part in
tweeting Trump.
Barring some sort of action by Congress, the ELD
mandate will take effect on Dec. 18.
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A new hope for
Regulatory reform,
electronic log protests and
NAFTA negotiation may not
seem completely related
until you look at how they
all could play a role in
revising of the hours of
service regulations.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

O

ne could easily say 2017
kicked off the era of Knock
Out Bad Regs. A number of
burdensome regulations have been
withdrawn or shoved to the back
burner in the new age of regulatory
reform ushered in by the Trump
administration.
More truckers might actually
embrace calling 2017 a win if it
weren’t for one major nagging
regulation barreling toward the
industry as of press time. The
electronic logging mandate is still set
to go into effect on Dec. 18.
With protests, demonstrations and
online pushback on social media, hope
is not completely gone for delaying
the mandate. Interestingly enough, the
arguments against electronic logging
devices are starting to shine a very
bright light on another regulation
in serious need of an overhaul – the
hours-of-service regs.
As opponents to the electronic
logging mandate tuned in their
arguments, coercion and hours of
service bubbled to the top of the list
frequently. It’s not that running more

than legal hours is a problem. The
problem is the lack of flexibility to
accommodate the unpredictable nature
of trucking and the fact that regulating
truckers into the exact same work
schedule ignores personal needs and
preferences when it comes to rest.

Are the stars aligning?
As the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association launched its
Knock Out Bad Regs campaign this
year, it surveyed its membership
on existing regulations. Given the
expansive regulations facing truckers,
a definitive Top 10 list was easily
determined. Interestingly enough,
three of the Top 10 regulations in need
of being “knocked out” were portions

Top 10
Trucker Concerns
1. ELD Mandate
2. Speed Limiter Mandate
3. Hours-of-Service 14-Hour
Clock Provision
4. Hours-of-Service Split Sleeper
Berth Restriction
5. Hours-of-Service Rest Break
Provision
6. EPA Emission Rules (rollback
to pre-2010)
7. Sleep Apnea Testing/Guidance
8. Fair Labor Standards Act
(overtime exemption for
truckers)
9. Beyond Compliance
10. Certified Medical Examiner
Registry

of the hours-of-service regulations.
The 14-hour daily clock, the
30-minute rest break and the splitsleeper berth restrictions all made
the list. The arguments against each
centered on the lack of flexibility
these provisions create.
But how right is the climate for
a change to the hours-of-service
regulations?
It’s not that far of a stretch to
imagine that hours of service need
revisited. The Association has even
laid some solid groundwork for those
advocating for changes.
Since 2013, FMCSA has granted
petitions for exemption from the
30-minute rest break and the 14-hour
on-duty clock to 14 groups and
organizations. Ranging from livestock
and bee haulers to concrete mixing
operations, each organization pleaded
its case to increase flexibility in
the HOS regulations because of the
commodity hauled.
Once granted, not one group has
been unable to renew the exemption
when it was set to expire. While
the agency requires additional
reporting of wrecks and things of
that sort while under the exemption,
obviously the exemption in no
way was counterproductive to the
safe operation of large trucks.
Otherwise, if crashes had increased,
the exemptions would not have been
renewed.
These exemptions have been so
“successful” in the mind of the
agency, and apparently Congress,
that FAST Act now allows the agency
to award exemptions for five years

(Source: OOIDA Foundation Knock Out Bad Regs survey)
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hours of service?

HOURS OF SERVICE: CANADA/U.S. COMPARISON
U.S. Regulations (Property)

Canada Regulations (S of 60º)

Driving time

11 hours after 10 hours off.

13 hours per day or workshift after 8 hours off.

On-Duty time

No driving can be done
after 14 consecutive hours.

No driving after 14 on-duty hours per day or workshift after 8
hours off.

Off-Duty time

10 consecutive hours
July 2013:10 consecutive hours; 30-minute break required
after 8th consecutive hours into
workshift.

8 hours before driving, 10 hours per day;
24 consecutive hours within past 14 days

60 hours/7days
70 hours/8 days

70 hours/ 7 days (Cycle 1)
120 hours/ 14 days (Cycle 2)

Reset

34 hours
July 2013: 34-hour restart must include two consecutive
periods 1 a.m. to 5 a.m.; restart restricted to once every 168
hours.

36 hours for Cycle 1
72 hours for Cycle 2
(Upon reaching 70th hour in Cycle 2, driver must take 24
consecutive hours off duty)

Split Sleeper (Single Driver)

10 hours can be split into two periods, one period of at least
8 consecutive hours in sleeper plus a separate period of at
least 2 additional hours off. Up to 2 hours in a moving CMV
immediately before or after an 8-hour sleeper period can be
logged off duty and excluded from the 14-hour window.

10 hours can be split into two sleeper periods of no less than
2 hours each.

Same as above

8 hours can be split into two sleeper periods of no less than 4
hours each; drivers still need 10 hours off duty per day

Not allowed

Up to 2 off-duty hours can be deferred to 2nd day if
conditional are met.

Duty cycles

Split Sleeper (Team)
Deferral

and not just two anymore. Also,
the FAST Act granted permanent
exemptions to truckers hauling
perishable construction products, bees
and livestock.
Additionally, states routinely waive
the hours-of-service requirements
on truck drivers through emergency
declarations or states of emergency.
These waivers allow truckers to
work well beyond the normal HOS
restrictions to deliver disaster relief and
recovery materials as well as assisting
in the cleanup following a disaster.
The impending electronic logging
mandate also has played a significant
role in articulating problems with the
hours-of-service regulations. If the
mandate goes into effect, it is certain
to start putting a fine edge on the
rigidness of the regulations and the
unintended consequences it will create.

Getting everyone
on the same page
While it would be easy to stop at
electronic logs, calling them the nexus
for hours of service reform, that may
not be the case.
NOVEMBER 2017

In addition to regulatory reform,
President Trump has called for
renegotiation of the North American
Free Trade Agreement.
It’s not clear what the White House
wants in the NAFTA redo. OOIDA
and others continue to lobby the
administration to drop the long-haul
program. Based on the president’s
past trade, immigration and security
promises, Trump could find himself
agreeing with the U.S. truckers. It was
reported by Bloomberg in February
that the Teamsters met with Trump
about it and said afterward that Trump
“seemed open to the idea” of rejecting
Mexican long-haul trucks beyond the
commercial zones.
Renegotiations of NAFTA kicked
off in August. Trucking grabbed a
lot of attention in the third round
of negotiations held in Canada in
September. (See Page 28)
While trucking groups rallied against
long-haul trucks from Mexico, many
of the negotiations continue to preach
and seek “harmonization” between
the United States and Canada, while
possibly pushing Mexico’s government

to a similar regulatory scheme.
Currently, all three countries operate
under different hours-of-service
regulations. Drivers who operate
cross-border must operate under the
regulations for the country in which
they are currently operating. While
the U.S. and Canada operate under
similarly constructed hours-of-service
regulation, drivers from Mexico are
governed by laws similar to hourly
wage laws in the U.S.
In short, that means math and
adjustment as drivers cross the border.
These negotiations could add some
international influence on possible
hours of service renegotiation,
especially considering the flexibility
built into the regulations.
The Canadian regulations allow 13
hours of driving in a 14-hour workday.
But, that’s not what most U.S. drivers
find particularly attractive. It’s the
flexibility.
The Canadian regulations allow for
splitting off-duty time and deferral of
off-duty time. Additionally, drivers can
take up to two hours of off-duty time
Continued on Page 47
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The Federal Update

ELD
FAST FACTS
The clock is ticking down
on the compliance deadline
with the electronic logging
mandate, and while there
are 11th hour efforts to stall
or delay the compliance
deadlines, more and
more drivers are seeking
information on what’s
expected of them, and
their device, in order to be
compliant.
Barring any delays or
changes, starting Dec. 18,
all truck drivers in a
truck with a model
year 2000 engine
or newer will have
to use an electronic
logging device to track hours
of service.

Device requirements
There are a number of things the
electronic logs have to automatically
record like date, time, geographic
location within a mile, engine hours
and miles. Every hour that goes by
without a change of duty status, the
device must automatically record an
interim status restating things like
date, time and location. The devices

also record when a driver logs in or
logs out and when the truck powers
up or shuts down.
In the event of a malfunction, the
device also is required to record the
date and time of the malfunction
as well as engine hours and miles
traveled.
The devices must be able to acquire
a valid position at least once every 5
miles of driving. Those locations are
only recorded when a triggering event
(like a change-of-duty status) happens
or if there has not been a change in
duty status for more than an hour.
Device manufacturers must selfcertify with FMCSA that all device
requirements and data protection
specifications have been met.

Motor carrier responsibilities
Motor carriers, including owneroperators, must set up and manage
the electronic logging device
accounts.
Part of the requirements is
assigning unique usernames to
drivers and ensuring that a driver’s
license is used in the creation of the
account. The driver account must
have the driver’s first and last name
as shown on the CDL; plus the CDL
number and state of issuance. The
rule also requires “support personnel”
or home office employees with access
to the ELD records to have account
profiles.
The motor carrier also is

responsible for the calibration of
the units and ensuring that portable
units are mounted in a fixed location
during driving. Drivers are to be
provided with an operating manual
and instruction sheet describing
malfunction reporting and procedures
for malfunctions. Motor carriers also
are required to provide blank logbook
sheets in case of a malfunction.
The logs are required to be kept by
the motor carrier for six months.

Driver responsibilities
Drivers will be required to log in and
select the driver’s duty status – off
duty, sleeper berth, driving, or on
duty/not driving.
There are several entries that must
be manually entered, according
to the final rule. Among those are
annotations, driver location when
prompted by the device, and output
file comment when directed by law
enforcement. The driver will also
either have to input or verify the
truck unit number, trailer numbers
and shipping documents.
The driver also will be responsible
for producing or transferring the
ELD files upon request to law
enforcement. In the event of a device
malfunction, the driver will be
required to present the previous seven
days’ logs and a log sheet with the
current day’s hours of service.
Short version: Don’t throw away
those logbooks.
Continued on Page 37
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By Jami Jones, managing editor

Who has to comply?
Short answer, almost anyone driving in interstate
commerce. Among the operations exempt from the
regulation:
● Drivers who use paper logs for not more than eight days
out of every 30-day period.
● Drivers who operate under the short-haul exceptions may
continue using timecards; they are not required to keep
logbooks and will not be required to use ELDs.
● Drivers of vehicles manufactured before 2000.
● Drivers who conduct drive-away/tow-away operations,
where the vehicle being driven is the commodity being
delivered, or the vehicle being transported is a motor home
or a recreation vehicle trailer with one or more sets of
wheels on the surface of the roadway.

What about a 2000 model year truck
with a 1999 model year engine?
FMCSA says in those instances where the engine is older
than the truck model, inspectors will determine if ELD
compliance is required by looking at the engine’s
documentation. If the documentation proves it is a 1999 or
older, the driver is exempt from the ELD mandate.

How do I know my ELD is compliant?
FMCSA has put the burden on the motor carrier – that’s you,
owner-operators – to not only verify the device is registered
as self-certiﬁed with the agency but also to check back and
monitor the revocation list.
FMCSA says it will “make efforts” to notify the public if a
device is removed from compliance. You also can sign up for
ELD updates and be notiﬁed when an ELD has been listed on
the revocation list.

© Mark Carrel - Fotolia.com

What sort of documentation – in
addition to supporting documents – do
I need to keep with me?
● A user’s manual for the driver describing how to operate
the ELD;
● An instruction sheet describing the data transfer
mechanisms supported by the ELD and step-by-step
instructions to produce and transfer the driver’s hours-ofservice records to an authorized safety ofﬁcial;
● An instruction sheet for the driver describing ELD
malfunction reporting requirements and recordkeeping
procedures during ELD malfunctions; and
NOVEMBER 2017

● A supply of blank driver’s records of duty status (logbook
pages) sufﬁcient to record the driver’s duty status and
other related information for a minimum of eight days.

Do I still have to keep supporting
documents and either keep them (I’m
an owner-operator) or send them into
the company (I’m a company driver)?
Yes. Supporting documents are still required and can be
requested at the roadside. There is a cap of eight supporting
documents for each 24-hour period required. In the event
there are more than eight, the ﬁrst and last supporting
document for the workday must be included in the eight for
retention. Motor carriers must keep these records at least
six months. Owner-operators and company drivers who use
logbooks to justify IRS deductions, such as per diem, should
keep these records up to seven years in the event of an audit.
Given the diversity of the industry, FMCSA has identiﬁed
ﬁve categories of supporting documents:
● Bills of lading, itineraries, schedules, or equivalent
documents that show the starting and ending location for
each trip;
● Dispatch records, trip records, or equivalent documents;
● Expense receipts related to “on-duty/not driving” periods
(meals, lodging, fuel, etc.);
● Fleet management system communication records;
● Payroll records, settlement sheets, or equivalent
documents showing payment to a driver.
Drivers using paper supporting documents must also
keep toll receipts, which do not count toward the eightdocument cap.
Supporting documents must contain the following
elements:
● Driver name or carrier-assigned identiﬁcation number,
either on the document or on another document enabling
the carrier to link the document to the driver. The vehicle
unit number also can be used if it can be linked to the
driver;
● Date;
● Location (including name of nearest city, town, or village);
and
● Time.
(Source: FMCSA.com and OOIDA Regulatory Unit.)
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Beyond
the math
OOIDA says overhaul of
CSA needs to go further than
just tweaking algorithms to
achieve its core mission of
identifying crash risk

N

o matter what changes are made to the
Compliance, Safety, Accountability safety
measurement program, OOIDA says that the end
goal of reducing crashes has not been achieved and must
take priority going forward.
The National Academies of Science completed
a congressionally mandated study of the safety
measurement system and released the results earlier
this year. In short, the study concluded that the safety
measurement program is defendable on paper but falls
short on execution.
The study by the National Academies of Science
validates a number of concerns and criticisms of the
program articulated by the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association.
The study was prompted by Congress in the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation Act, or FAST Act. The
highway bill, signed into law in 2015, recommended
that the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
fund a study by the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine. The purpose of the study was
to evaluate the Safety Measurement System.
The SMS serves as the backbone of the Compliance,
Safety Accountability safety measurement program. The
FMCSA uses the CSA program in an attempt to predict
which motor carriers are more likely to be involved
in crashes. As part of the program, motor carriers are
ranked in six Behavior Analysis and Safety Improvement
Categories, which are categories of similar regulations.
Motor carriers with high rankings are considered at
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risk and are subject
to enforcement
interventions by the
agency.
Following release
of the study’s results
in June, FMCSA initiated a public comment period to get
input from industry stakeholders and the public on the
study’s recommendation.
OOIDA filed its comments in late September.
“Most of the discussion concerning CSA has
centered primarily on the accuracy of the data and
the methodology behind the safety ratings. While
these factors are important, OOIDA fears that they
have distracted the agency and others from properly
evaluating the actual performance and effectiveness of
CSA,” OOIDA’s comments state.
“Since the inception of the CSA and SMS programs
in 2010, we have seen a steady uptick in truck-related
crashes, injuries and fatalities of 39 percent, opposed to
a 27 percent decrease in total crashes between 2005 and
2009.”
OOIDA says that FMCSA officials have tried to
explain that increase in crashes away by saying more
trucks were on the road and traveling more miles.
“What they fail to mention is that the number of
vehicle miles traveled prior to CSA was 2.5 percent
higher, and that the number of registered trucks and
buses was also greater, yet with a much lower fatality
and injury rate per 100 million vehicle miles traveled,”
OOIDA states.
The Association is concerned that the National
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By Jami Jones, managing editor
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Academies of Science review of the program neglected
crash rates and focused too specifically on the inner
workings of the program.
“The reality of increased fatalities and injuries far
outweigh statistical algorithms and ‘scientific’ predictions.
OOIDA is hopeful that FMCSA, by working with industry
stakeholders, can find a way to implement the NAS
recommendations in a manner that will improve safety and
reduce fatalities and crashes,” OOIDA comments state.

The math

Getting deep into the mathematical and data weeds of the
CSA program, the National Academies Study ultimately
recommended a new algorithm.
As it stands, the program attempts to draw linear
relationships between violations and crashes, even though
FMCSA is unable to prove these relationships. One major
problem statisticians face with the CSA program is that
crashes are rare in the grand scheme of things. That makes
finding a correlation between violations and the actual
cause of crashes difficult.
To counter this problem, the National Academies of

Science recommends an Item Response Theory model for
the CSA program.
While the model can be complicated, in plain terms this
form of predictive mathematics can account for factors
such as congestion, demographics, roadway type, seasonal
impacts, weather, etc.
It could also address one of the chief criticisms about
CSA, inconsistencies in enforcement around the country, by
improving data quality so it is uniform and standardized.
“While it is critical that the IRT model proportionately
represents the diversity of the trucking industry rather than
focusing on large motor carriers, OOIDA is concerned with
the concept put forward by the NAS that the model could
generate a safety score for a carrier with only one violation.
OOIDA fears that this could even increase the inaccuracy of
SMS,” according to OOIDA comments.
To that end, OOIDA appeals to FMCSA officials
to understand fully the nuances of the IRT model
before implementing it. The Association went so far in
acknowledging the complexities of the model to encourage
FMCSA to form a standing committee with the National
Academies of Science to oversee and provide advice.
Continued on Page 26

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix, AZ*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $8 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 9510, Wichita, KS 67277
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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The data

Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
NEW!
Available
YearRound!

OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

Data quality, consistency and standardization have
plagued the CSA program since almost the beginning.
OOIDA strongly supports the adoption of Model
Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria.
“Without consistent and standardized data, the IRT
model will be plagued with the same lack of data
integrity that the current CSA and SMS programs
suffer with now,” according to OOIDA.
The hurdle the agency faces on data is not just
in information provided by the states but also from
motor carriers themselves. OOIDA supports the
NAS suggestion that the agency should collaborate
with states to gain access to mileage reported via
the International Fuel Tax Agreement and the
International Registration Plan.
To spur voluntary reporting to the program, OOIDA
also suggests that FMCSA, along with the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the
Federal Highway Administration, should encourage
states to increase compliance with an adopted Model
Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria through grants,
partnerships and guidance.
In short, tying some funding to participation would
increase participation, OOIDA contends.
Finally, OOIDA went one step beyond conventional
data currently used in the CSA program. The
Association advocated using driver turnover, driver
pay and driver experience as metrics the system
could use to determine the “safety culture” of motor
carriers.
The Association referred to both a J.B. Hunt study
in 1995 and research by Michael Belzer in 2002 that
point to driver-related factors having an effect on
company’s crash rates.

Keep it in house
While CSA has had its problems, motor carriers
faced adverse public reaction because the scores were
publicly available. They have since been pulled from
public view, and OOIDA would like to see it stay that
way.
“These ratings fail to give accurate and adequate
information for the purpose of evaluating a carrier’s
safety program. The perception of shippers and
brokers based upon the present data that has
been shown to be inadequate and misleading is
unconscionable,” according to OOIDA. LL
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DOT announces launch
of regulatory review
By Jami Jones, managing editor

One of the first actions by President Donald Trump
after taking office was a freeze on impending
regulations with a promise of a full regulatory review.
The Department of Transportation took the official
first step of launching the review of DOT-related
regulations – including trucking regulations – in early
October.
The DOT published the notification of regulatory
review in the Federal Register on Monday, Oct. 2.
The parent agency of the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, along with all other
transportation related agencies, announced a review
of existing regulations. The process will evaluate the
regulations’ continued necessity, their effectiveness
on solving problems, and whether they burden the
development or use of energy resources.
“As part of these reviews, the department invites
the public to provide input on existing rules and other
agency actions that are good candidates for repeal,
replacement, suspension or modification,” according to
the notice.
“Improvement of regulations is a continuous
focus for the Department. There should be no more
regulations than necessary, and those regulations should
be straightforward, clear and designed to minimize
burdens.”
While the DOT has routinely reviewed regulations on
the books every 10 years, three executive orders signed
by President Trump after taking office direct the DOT
and related agencies, including FMCSA, to further
scrutinize their regulations and other agency actions.
Those executive orders prompted the DOT and
related agencies to seek public input on existing
regulations and other agency actions that need
modified, axed or replaced.
While all regulations are fair game under the review,
four “economically significant” regulations related
to trucking were listed in the notice. Those include
the ELD mandate, NHTSA’s greenhouse gas Phase
2 regulation, the final rule on the drug and alcohol
clearinghouse, and driver training regulations.
The crux of the review is to determine a number
of things, including if regulations eliminate jobs, are
outdated or unnecessary, and impose costs that exceed
benefits.
The DOT will accept comments for 30 days
on the regulatory review proposal and may hold
public meetings for additional input, according to
the notice. LL
NOVEMBER 2017
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NAFTA talks hit on labor, Mexican trucking
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

U.S., Mexico and Canada trade
officials continue to deliberate on
the modernization of the North
American Free Trade Agreement. At
a recent session in Ottawa, Ontario,
Mexico’s labor standards emerged as
a predictable battleground. Mexican
trucking grabbed attention, too.
OOIDA and Teamsters
representatives from Canada and
the U.S. were part of a coalition in
attendance to advocate for workers.
Teamsters General President Jim
Hoffa and Teamsters Canada President
Francois Laporte thanked Johanne
Couture, OOIDA board member from
Brockville, Ontario; John McCann of
Teamsters Canada Freight Division;
and David Froelich, Teamsters Canada
Dairy Division.
“All three individuals helped bring
the concerns of workers directly to
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the attention of negotiators during this
round of talks,” Hoffa and LaPorte said
in a joint statement.
The coalition demanded that labor
and Mexican trucking be addressed.
“In partnership with six Teamsters
leaders, we met with two Canadian
representatives taking part in the
NAFTA 2.0 negotiations,” Couture
said. “Collectively we made detailed
points concerning our position on crossborder trucking, voicing our concerns
on safety, compliance and wages.”
The coalition urged Canadian
negotiators to work with the U.S. to
fix the mistake of including long-haul
trucking in the original NAFTA. It
suggested language that would ensure
a safe trucking fleet on highways and
improve working conditions and wages
for Mexican drivers.
While Canada’s labor standards
proposal got the nod from labor unions,
the U.S. proposal didn’t impress them

much. The U.S. presented a proposal
that ensures enforceable provision on
labor, a provision lacking in the current
NAFTA, but for some not enough.
U.S. Congressman Sandy Levin,
D-Mich., reported back following the
Canada meetings.
“The Mexican industrial policy of
suppressing wages completely distorts
any notion of comparative advantage
– that if each country concentrates on
what it does best, every country and its
people will benefit. Mexico’s so-called
‘comparative advantage’ not only
condemns numerous Mexican workers
to working in or near poverty, but it
lowers wages and rips away jobs from
workers in the United States, especially
in the auto industry.”
OOIDA’s Couture said the next round
of negotiations may include follow up
on cross-border trucking. As Land Line
went to press, the fourth round of talks
was wrapping up in D.C. LL
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Still waiting on FMCSA to approve new UCR fees
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

While it is now time for trucking businesses to pay annual
UCR fees, probable fee reductions are afoot. That’s why
OOIDA says it would be smart to wait or you may pay too
much.
The Unified Carrier Registration program is an annual,
federally mandated, state-administered registration
program for motor carriers, brokers and freight
forwarders. Registration normally opens Oct. 1 and must
be paid by Dec. 31.
As was recommended by the Unified Carrier
Registration Board earlier this year, the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration published their proposal to
establish reduced filing fees in the Federal Register. The
agency didn’t publish it, however, for nearly six months.
With FMCSA moving at a turtle’s pace, the UCR Board
voted at their September meeting to recommend the Oct.
1 opening date be extended until Nov. 1.
The proposal will reduce the fees below the current
level to ensure the fee revenue does not exceed the
statutory maximum and to account for the excess funds
held in the depository.
If the agency approves, the fees for 2018 would be
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reduced by 9.10 percent and for 2019 by 4.55 percent.
In the Federal Register, the agency set 10 days for
comments, which ended Oct. 2. Seven comments
were filed on the proposal, including comments from
Woody Chambers and Monte Wiederhold. Chambers
and Wiederhold are OOIDA members and also serve
on the UCR Board of Directors. In their submitted
comments, the two addressed the program’s inequalities
that disadvantage small-business owner-operators and
professional drivers. They suggested that a flat fee per
vehicle would provide better equality among all carriers.
Chambers and Wiederhold also recommended a federal
audit to see how states are spending the UCR revenue.
According to the agency’s most recent statement, the
FMCSA could announce the new fee approval at any
time. FMCSA spokesman Duane DeBruyne said it will
be announced in the Federal Register. At press time, there
was not yet an official word.
In addition, no extensions have yet been recommended
to delay the final filing date of Dec. 31 or enforcement
date of Jan. 1.
For updates, watch LandLineMag.com or call OOIDA
Licensing and Permitting at 816-229-5791. LL
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH

What’s happening in your state legislature?

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Most state legislatures
have wrapped up their
work for this year. A
special thanks to those
of you who followed
what took place in your state and
who tipped us off on initiatives you
cared about.
Here’s our roundup of what
governors signed into law in recent
weeks and the latest activity on other
notable efforts.
For a complete rundown of state
legislation, visit LandLineMag.com
and click on “Legislative Watch”
under the “Important Info” tab.

CALIFORNIA
A new law moves the state one step
closer to raising toll rates on seven
state-operated bridges in the San
Francisco Bay Area. The additional
revenue provided by SB595 would
help get transportation work done.
Voters in the nine-county Bay Area
will get the final say on the toll rate
increase sometime next year.
MARYLAND
Gov. Larry Hogan has announced
the administration’s plans to pursue
adding four lanes to Interstate 270, the
Capital Beltway, and the BaltimoreWashington Parkway. Privatization
deals would be tapped to get the work
done. Developers would share some
of the toll revenue with the state.
Once completed, the traffic relief plan
is touted to deliver new express toll
lanes, in addition to existing lanes, on
all three highways.
NEW JERSEY
Two Assembly bills are of note:
A4845 would require CDL applicants
and truckers renewing their licenses
to undergo training to help combat
human trafficking. The bill calls for
the training course to be reviewed at
least every two years and modified if
necessary.
A5082 would create a five30 LAND LINE

year pilot program to use speed
enforcement cameras in work zones.
Registered owners of vehicles found
in violation would receive $100 fines
in the mail. Three-quarters of the fine
revenue would be allotted to the New
Jersey State Police. About half of their
allotment would be designated to pay
for additional police presence in work
zones.

OREGON
A new law allows law enforcement
to broaden its scope when it comes
to writing tickets for cell phone use
in the vehicle. HB2597 redefines
a “mobile electronic device” as
an electronic device that is not
permanently installed in a motor
vehicle and “includes but is not
limited to a device capable of text
messaging, voice communication,
entertainment, navigation, accessing
the Internet or producing electronic
mail.”
The new law makes it illegal for
anyone to drive and use a mobile
electronic device, which includes
simple tasks such as changing a song
on a music app or entering parameters
on a navigation app. The rule does not
apply to commercial motor vehicle
drivers as long as the mobile device
is being used within the scope of the
person’s employment.
PENNSYLVANIA
Multiple bills are of note. HB185
covers incidents when a person
throws an object at occupied vehicles.
Currently, anyone found guilty of
throwing rocks and other dangerous
objects at vehicles face misdemeanor
charges. The bill would increase the
penalty for such actions to a felony.
SB564 would require the
Pennsylvania DOT to erect fencing
on certain state-owned bridges.
PennDOT already has guidelines in
place for protective fence-railing.
However, the rule applies only to

limited circumstances that include
where there is a bridge with a
sidewalk over an interstate, railroad or
other limited-access freeway. The bill
would require protective fencing to
be included on new bridges. The rule
also would apply to existing interstate
bridges when a major renovation is
needed.
HB1699 would update the vehicle
code to reflect the standard trailer
width of 102-inch wide trailers – up
from 96 inches. The Pennsylvania
DOT and municipalities would be
allowed to restrict these vehicles
where necessary on specific
roadways.
SB796 covers certain fees for CDL
holders. Currently, truck drivers must
pay at least $28.50 to get a new CDL
to reflect a change of address. The
bill would waive the fee for address
changes that result from government
action.

WISCONSIN
Gov. Scott Walker has signed into law
a two-year, $76 billion state budget
that includes changes to transportation
funding. The transportation portion
permits borrowing $400 million for
transportation work.
The governor used his line-item
veto authority in AB64 to eliminate
calls for a $2.5 million study into
interstate tolling.
“I am vetoing this provision to
eliminate the requirement for the
department to enter into a contract
for a tolling study,” Walker wrote.
He described the provision as
unnecessary because the state DOT
already “may further study tolling
under its own administrative authority
at its discretion.”
He said he is directing the state
DOT to continue to “monitor and
evaluate federal actions and directives
that would impact Wisconsin’s
highway funding and review the need
to further study tolling.” LL
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States enact, pursue new rules on license plate readers
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The practice of tracking movement of drivers through
automatic license plate readers has the attention of state
officials around the country. The devices are mounted on
police vehicles, road signs or traffic lights.
High-tech cameras to capture the date, time and
location of passing vehicles are used in some capacity
by about 600 local and state police departments and
other state and federal agencies, according to the
American Civil Liberties Union. Private business,
such as repossession companies and vehicle insurance
companies, also use the technology, which can capture
about 1,800 images per minute.
Critics say use of the scanners amounts to warrantless
searches. Supporters say the scanners are not intended to
infringe on peoples’ privacy.
To date, at least 14 states have enacted rules relating
to the use of plate readers. Among the group, six states
restrict government or law enforcement use of the
technology. Eight states limit how long data may be
kept, and four states specify that data is exempt under
public records laws.
MONTANA is the most recent state to be added to
the growing list. Gov. Steve Bullock signed into law a
bill to limit the use of license plate readers.
Specifically, state personnel are prohibited from using
the devices on public roadways. Law enforcement
agencies in Big Sky Country will be allowed to use
license plate readers for purposes that include identifying
stolen vehicles, locating vehicles involved in “major”
crimes, locating missing persons, and “case-specific
investigative surveillance.”
Law enforcement is prohibited from keeping the
collected data for more than 90 days without a request
for extension or warrant.
The new law took effect Oct. 1.
A RHODE ISLAND bill still active at the
statehouse would permit the use of license plate readers
for vehicle insurance purposes.
Similar to an Oklahoma law, the Rhode Island bill
calls for allowing a private company to set up and
operate a highway surveillance system to issue tickets to
uninsured commercial drivers and motorists.
Fines would be capped at $120.
The state would split the profits from the ticket
system with the private company running the program.
According to estimates, the state and the contractor
would get $15 million annually.
Cameras could not be used to collect tolls. In addition,
cameras would be prohibited on police vehicles.
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House lawmakers have already approved the
bill, H5531, which could come up for additional
consideration in the Senate this year.
In NEW JERSEY, an effort is underway to prohibit
unauthorized use of data collected via license plate
readers.
Assemblyman Benjie Wimberly, D-Bergen/Passaic,
has said that while the data can help law enforcement
agencies quickly locate and apprehend criminals, “the
collection of massive amounts of information regarding
people’s whereabouts raises privacy concerns.”
His bill, A1880, would authorize punishment of up
to six months in jail and/or a fine of up to $1,000 for
employees of law enforcement agencies that use or
access collected data without authorization.
Agencies using license plate readers would be required
to submit an annual report to the attorney general.
County prosecutors or the attorney general also would
be responsible to annually audit each agency’s use of the
devices.
Wimberly’s bill has advanced from the Assembly
Law and Public Safety Committee. The Senate
version, S3415, is in the Senate Law and Public Safety
Committee.
A PENNSYLVANIA bill would implement
restrictions on the state’s use of license readers.
State law already permits police, parking authorities
and entities outside of law enforcement to have access to
the scanners.
HB1811 specifies who can use plate readers, how data
can be collected, and the length of time data can be kept.
“Our concern isn’t whether or not to use license
plate readers to collect the data since they can be an
invaluable tool for law enforcement, but rather the right
to have the information of Pennsylvanians kept private
if they are doing nothing wrong,” Rep. Greg Rothman,
R-Cumberland, stated in a memo. LL
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Oregon study suggests parking shortage may cause crashes
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The number of studies highlighting
the consequences of the truck
parking shortage keep piling up.
The latest comes from Oregon State
University, which points out that a
parking shortage may cause crashes
and reducing speeds can exacerbate
the problem.
The study focused on Biggs
Junction at I-84 and the entire U.S.
Highway 97 in Oregon. Research
was conducted by the OSU College
of Engineering for the Oregon
Department of Transportation.
Data suggests that reducing
average truck speed exacerbates the
problem. Reducing average truck
speed to 50 mph can lead to an 11
percent increase in the shortage at
rest areas and a 14 percent increase
at truck stops. Further reducing the

average speed to 45 mph results
in a 21 percent increase in parking
shortages at rest areas and a 28
percent increase at truck stops.
Hot spot analysis results show
that large truck crash hot spots
are immediately near an existing
truck parking location or along a
segment between parking locations.
This suggests a correlation between
large truck parking facilities and
the locations that experience a large
number of large truck crashes.
Currently, there is a surplus
of truck stop parking spaces on
Highway 97 from the WashingtonOregon border to Grass Valley
(Segment I). However, there is a
shortage in rest area parking. The
truck stop surplus is expected to
decrease to zero by 2035 while the
shortage continues to increase.
So what can be done about parking

shortages? The answer is not so
simple.
“This is a major shortcoming,
as there is no efficient method to
estimate the cost of truck parking
related crashes without crash records
that indicate if a crash occurred as
a result of truck parking,” the study
says.
“To address this, the primary
solution would be to update crash
data collection forms, both for police
reporting and self-reporting, to
include information regarding if the
crash was related to truck parking
(i.e., driver that has exceeded hours
of service regulations because of
inadequate parking and a crash
occurred due to fatigue).”
Unless addressed, this will remain
an obstacle in determining the link
between crashes and deficient truck
parking.” LL

Compliance made easy.
As an owner-operator you and your drivers must be compliant with
DOT drug and alcohol testing laws. You need to make sure you’re
properly enrolled in a consortium, your testing records are in order
and all test results are properly documented.
CMCI minimizes the confusion of mandatory drug and alcohol
testing and record keeping requirements. CMCI provides
customers with vital information regarding detailed record
keeping, driver and supervisor training and testing.
CMCI annual enrollment cost is one of the lowest in the industry
with your OOIDA Membership dues. Each enrollment includes:
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

A California court has stepped in to rebuke the state for
“misleading” language on a ballot initiative and to nix
upcoming increases in vehicle taxes and fees.
Gov. Jerry Brown this spring signed into law a
10-year, $52 billion transportation funding deal.
Effective Nov. 1, the new law will increase the diesel
tax by 20 cents and raise the gas tax by 12 cents.
Other vehicle fees included in the deal will go up
Jan. 1.
State Rep. Travis Allen, R-Huntington Beach,
has filed a ballot initiative to repeal the tax and fee
increases.
The California Attorney General’s office is required
to issue a title and summary for the ballot initiative.
The effort must gain nearly 366,000 valid signatures
over six months to secure its spot on the November
2018 ballot.
Allen filed a lawsuit against the Democratic attorney
general’s office because of the wording chosen in the
title and summary. Allen, who is running for governor
in 2018, took issue with the fact that the words “tax”
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and “fee” were omitted from the title.
Sacramento Superior Court Judge Timothy Frawley
sided with Allen.
“The court agrees with the petitioner that the attorney
general’s title and summary is confusing, misleading,
and likely to create prejudice against the proposed
measure,” Frawley wrote.
Frawley drafted a new title and summary to be placed
on petitions for the ballot initiative. The judge stepped
in to craft the wording because both sides were unable
to reach agreement on compromise language.
The judge’s submitted title reads as follows:
“Repeals recently enacted gas and diesel taxes and
vehicle registration fees. Eliminates road repair and
transportation programs funded by these taxes and
fees.”
In the meantime, truckers will begin paying more
fuel tax on Nov. 1. The 1.75 percent sales tax applied to
diesel purchases will also be increased on Jan. 1 by
4 percent to 5.75 percent.
Additionally, all tax and fee rates are slated to be
indexed to inflation to allow for increases in future
years. LL
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California fuel tax increase repeal gains momentum
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Dems in House, Senate both
pushing for sleep apnea final rule
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

The OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

Applications
NOW being
accepted!

Bills in the House and Senate aim to force the U.S.
Department of Transportation to push through a final
rule to require testing of obstructive sleep apnea for
truck drivers and railroad workers.
In October, Rep. Bill Pascrell Jr., D-N.J., introduced a
bill in the House that would require the DOT to publish
a rule mandating the screening, testing and treatment
for sleep disorders for commercial motor vehicle
drivers.

The OOIDA Scholarship Program was
established to aid the children, grandchildren
and legal dependents of OOIDA members.
Annually, OOIDA awards one $2,000/year
and four $1,000/year scholarships, each
renewable up to three additional years.

Application deadline is Feb 1, 2018.
To request an application and official rules, visit
www.ooida.com/scholarship or contact
the OOIDA Foundation at (800) 444-5791.

Major Benefactors

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
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In addition to the House bill, Sen. Cory Booker,
D-N.J., introduced S1883. Like Pascrell’s bill, the
legislation would force the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration and Federal Railroad Administration to
create a sleep apnea testing mandate.
Specifically, HR3882 and S1833 would require no
later than a year after enactment the FMCSA and FRA
to complete the rulemaking process and publish a final
rule regarding sleep apnea for truck drivers and railroad
workers.
In March 2016, the FMCSA and FRA joined together
to compile data to see if a proposed rule regarding
sleep apnea testing was necessary. The FMCSA held
three public listening sessions on the topic and received
hundreds of comments from truck drivers, fleet owners
and medical professionals.
Many truck drivers spoke out against any potential
rulemaking.
“The required testing of sleep apnea for commercial
motor vehicle drivers puts an unfair cost burden on the
driver and is discriminatory toward one class of driver,”
Christopher Stanton wrote.
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Applications for
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Others argued that sleep apnea is not the main factor in
fatigue.
“Sleep apnea is not causing driver fatigue,” Tim Hill
wrote. “The current hours-of-service rules requires drivers
to drive when they are fatigued. At one time, drivers were
allowed to split their 10 hours duty time, allowing them to
take a nap if they got fatigued without going against their
driving time. Today, once a driver starts his on-duty time,
he cannot take a break without it affecting his on-duty
time, thus affecting his ability to drive and earn money.
This forces a driver to drive tired. It is that simple.”
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
issued formal comments, citing reports that show there
is insufficient data to show a relationship between
moderate-to-severe obstructive sleep apnea and
increased crash risk. A survey released by the American
Transportation Research Institute found that 53 percent
of drivers pay out of pocket for sleep studies, meaning a
mandate would be a heavy burden on truck drivers.
After all of the comments and data were received,
the FMCSA reported in July that it had insufficient
information for rulemaking and officially withdrew from
the process in August.
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Pascrell, as well as the other sponsors of the bill, have
been outspoken since the announcement of the decision
by the FMCSA and FRA. He cited catastrophic rail
accidents in Hoboken and Brooklyn as reasons to push
for the rule.
According to the findings of the National
Transportation Safety Board, however, there have been
only 10 fatality crashes in the past 17 years that consider
sleep apnea as the probable cause. Only two of those 10
involved heavy-duty trucks.
Since FMCSA and the FRA had never issued a
proposed rule mandating sleep apnea testing, it is unclear
what exactly the final rule would require.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
has spoken out against the bills.
“The withdrawal came after more than a yearlong
review of the March 2016 advance notice of proposed
rulemaking,” said Jay Grimes, OOIDA’s manager of
federal affairs. “We certainly have not seen any new
evidence since the withdrawal, or really any conclusive
data at all, showing a link between obstructive sleep
apnea and higher crash risk for commercial motor vehicle
drivers.” LL

Circle No. 226 on Response Card
LAND LINE 35

FEDUP

Medical Review Board begins to update examiners’ handbook
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration’s Medical Review
Board is in the process of updating
the agency’s Medical Examiner
Handbook.
The board met in late September
at the National Training Center in
Arlington, Va., to review and update
the 260-page document.
Jay Grimes, manager of federal
affairs for the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association,
attended the meeting in hopes the
updated handbook will make it clear
to certified medical examiners what
is regulation and what is merely
guidance.
A regulation has gone through the
rulemaking process, while guidance
has not.
“We make the case overall that as

they address the handbook that they
really make it clear the difference
between regulation and guidance,”
Grimes said. “The formatting
throughout the handbook can be
very confusing, because it provides
different notes and reminders that can
certainly be interpreted as regulation,
but they’re not.”
Another point of emphasis from
OOIDA is that all photographs
of crashes be removed from the
handbook.
“There’s a section on crashes and
fatalities, and they have pictures of
these horrific crashes that really don’t
belong in a medical handbook and
are really against FMCSA policy to
be included in a federal document,”
Grimes said. “We asked that they
be removed, and the FMCSA
representative acknowledged that
fact.”

Grimes also suggested that the
handbook make it clear to certified
medical examiners their role in
determining whether or not a driver
is fit to drive a commercial motor
vehicle, while not ignoring the
medical judgment of the driver’s
personal physician.
“We also wanted to make the
point that throughout the book
there should be some references
that CMEs shouldn’t be overruling
personal physicians of drivers,”
Grimes said. “They should stress the
importance that a CME should accept
the medical judgment of a driver’s
personal physician. Too often,
we’re seeing CMEs ignoring the
physician’s judgment and denying
medical cards to drivers.”
Grimes said the process of
updating the handbook will likely
take at least a year. LL

Over 90 vendor discount programs available to
OOIDA Members plus great rates on truck insurance,
medical benefits, fuel card and more.
BECOME A MEMBER. Call 800-444-5791 or join online at www.ooida.com!
Representation • Truck Insurance • Medical Benefits • Business Services • Information
Fuel Card • Product Discounts • Drug & Alcohol Testing ...and much more!
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Senate OKs lifetime CDL ban
for human trafficking
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A pair of bills aimed to combat human trafficking passed through
the Senate on Thursday, Sept. 14.
The No Human Trafficking on Our Roads Act, S1532, and the
Combating Human Trafficking in Commercial Vehicles Act, S1536,
were each approved by unanimous consent in the full Senate.
Bill S1532 would impose a lifetime ban on truck drivers who use
a commercial motor vehicle to commit a felony involving human
trafficking. The bill was sponsored by Sen. John Thune, R-S.D.
The Combating Human Trafficking in Commercial Vehicles Act
would designate a human trafficking prevention coordinator within
the Department of Transportation. Bill S1536 was sponsored by
Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn.
Truckers Against Trafficking issued a statement in July, saying
the organization didn’t support the lifetime ban on truck drivers.
“To date, the only federal bill we have given our support to is
(S1536), which would designate a human trafficking prevention
coordinator at the U.S. Department of Transportation … This bill
only incentivizes training at the federal level. It does not
mandate it.”
Both bills would still need to pass through the House. LL
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ELD Fast Facts
From Page 22

Changes and modifications
Hitting the wrong button could happen when
selecting duty status. The final rule accounts
for that. Drivers can make changes and must
annotate the need for the changes, much like
what is required of changes on paper logs.
Each day a driver must certify through
the device that the logs are true and correct
for the 24 hours being submitted. Motor
carriers are prohibited in the final rule from
requesting edits before the driver submits the
logs to the company after certifying them.
Now, changes and edits made after a driver
submits the logs are a different creature.
After the changes are made, the driver
must recertify the changes and annotations
explaining the change. The final rule allows
for the driver to reject the proposed edits
if they are not accurate. This is intended to
prevent motor carriers from tampering with
the driver logs after the fact. LL
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Congress puts self-driving tech legislation
into high gear; trucks exempt
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Progress in self-driving technology
has received a significant boost
from Congress after the House
passed the SELF DRIVE Act and
the Senate’s version, the AV START
Act, has passed committee and awaits
consideration by the full Senate. One
provision both bills have in common:
large commercial vehicles are exempt.
On Sept. 7, the House passed
the Safely Ensuring Lives Future
Deployment and Research in Vehicle
Evolution Act, or SELF DRIVE Act,
by a voice vote. The bill establishes
new rules for “highly automated
vehicles,” excluding commercial
motor vehicles.
However, the bill defines “highly
automated vehicle” as “a motor
vehicle, other than a commercial
motor vehicle, that is equipped with
an automated driving system.” By
leaving commercial vehicles out of
the equation, the future of self-driving
trucks is still in limbo.
The SELF DRIVE Act would allow
manufacturers to bypass certain state
and federal safety/design regulations
for self-driving cars in order to speed
up the development of the technology.
Automakers will be limited to
introduce no more than 100,000 of
these vehicles each year.
Manufacturers have complained –
and lawmakers have acknowledged
– that varying state laws have made it
difficult to roll out newer technology.
Consumers could find themselves
in a predicament during interstate
travel when driving into a state that
does not allow the same self-driving
protections as the driver’s home
state. This bill gives the federal
government the final say, alleviating
burden caused by patchwork state
regulations.
Consumers will be protected by
38 LAND LINE

the bill if passed. According to
the bill, automakers will have to
communicate to purchasers of highly
automated vehicles the capabilities
and limitations of the vehicle.
Under the bill, manufacturers will
not be able to sell highly automated
vehicles without having developed a
cybersecurity plan that covers these
points:
n A written cybersecurity policy
for detecting and responding
to cyberattacks, unauthorized
intrusions and false/spurious
messages or vehicle control
commands;
n Establishing an officer as the point
of contact with responsibility for
the management of cybersecurity;
n A process for limiting access to
automated driving systems; and
n A process for employee
training and supervision for
implementation and maintenance
of the cybersecurity plan.

The bill also requires the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration to establish a Highly
Automated Vehicle Advisory
Council. The advisory council
will include business/academia/
independent researchers, state and
local authorities, 14 safety and
consumer advocates, engineers, labor
organizations, environmental experts,
and a NHTSA representative.
On Oct. 4, the Senate’s Committee
on Commerce, Science and
Transportation unanimously passed

S.1885, or the AV START Act, with
a voice vote. More than two dozen
amendments were submitted, with
two of those withdrawn.
One amendment withdrawn came
from Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla.,
which sought to remove the heavy
truck exemption from the definition
of “highly automated vehicle.” The
withdrawal keeps the AV START Act
relevant to passenger vehicles only.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn.,
withdrew his amendment that
would require a manual override of
self-driving vehicles. Committee
Chairman Sen. John Thune, R-S.D.,
argued the inconsistency of requiring
drivers in a driverless car.
Among amendments approved by
the committee:
n Requiring all new passenger

n
n

n

n

motor vehicles to be equipped
with a child safety alert system
(included in House’s SELF DRIVE
Act, but omitted from original AV
START Act text);
Reduces number of vehicles
exempted from 100,000 to 80,000;
Include information comparing
highly automated vehicles with
vehicles that are not highly
automated vehicles in potential
consumer education and safety
evaluation reports;
Expand the membership
of the consumer education
working group to include safety
organizations and organizations
with experience in drivers’
education; and
Various issues regarding
cybersecurity.

From here, the AV START Act will
move to the Senate floor. If passed
by the Senate, S.1885 will go to the
House, where it must also be passed
before being signed into law by
President Trump. LL
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Wanted: Nominations for OOIDA Board
By Land Line staff

Ever thought you’d like to be part of the OOIDA Board of
Directors? It’s nomination time.
In a mailed memo to the OOIDA membership, Robert
Esler, chairman of the Nomination-Election Committee,
announced that the biennial election cycle for alternate
board members has officially begun. The nomination
period begins Nov. 15.
The election will take place in the fall of 2018. Those
elected will be seated at the 2019 spring board meeting.
Here’s how it works: Every two years, OOIDA holds
an election for board alternates. Alternates are elected to
two-year terms by and from the membership. All current
alternate board member terms expire in 2019, so it’s time
to toss your hat in the ring now.
The Nomination-Election Committee has mailed
nomination forms to all current dues-paying members.
The nomination forms also are available online. You
can find the form on the members only log-in feature

Carriers must pass through New
York tax refund money
Owner-operators should be on the lookout for
pass-throughs of tax refunds by carriers in New
York tax litigation.
In July, OOIDA’s attorneys mailed more than
100,000 tax refunds, amounting to over $30
million to class members, pursuant to a class
settlement reached with the state of New York
over unconstitutional registration and decal taxes.
By order of the court, class members (many
of which are carriers) who charged back any
registration or decal payments to owner-operators
are required to pass through or reimburse the full
amount of the tax refunds they receive for such
tax payments to those owner-operators, without
regard to any claims or setoffs.
Carriers were given six months to complete the
pass-throughs, which means that owner-operators
should receive refunds from them by January
2018.
If you paid any New York registration or decal
fees through a carrier or any other entity between
June 1, 2009, and March 8, 2016, you should
contact that carrier to inquire about the status of a
refund. You may also obtain further information at
NYTruckTaxRefunds.com or call 855-800-4235 LL
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on the OOIDA.com website. If you are a member and
not registered on the website yet, send an email to
CommunicationsDept@OOIDA.com to sign up.
Members can nominate themselves or another member.
In order to run, a nominee must have a minimum of five
consecutive years of commercial truck driving experience
and five consecutive years of active Association
membership immediately before the nomination.
Nominations are due by Dec. 31. The NominationElection Committee will then verify minimum
qualifications and send out questionnaires asking for more
detailed information. Successful candidates will be placed
on the election ballots. Ballots will be sent to membership
Nov. 15, 2018, and are due back Dec. 31, 2018. Five seats
will be open.
To help voting members get to know the nominees,
Land Line Magazine will feature brief profiles in fall
2018. Portions of the interviews are scheduled to be aired
on Land Line Now on Sirius XM satellite radio, Road Dog
Channel 146. LL

Elam joins OOIDA
government affairs team
By Land Line staff

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
announces the addition of Nile Elam to the Washington, D.C.,
office as director of legislative affairs. He
will share responsibility in advancing the
Association’s government affairs agenda on
behalf of OOIDA members.
Elam is originally from Alexandria,
Va., and graduated from Texas Christian
University with a bachelor’s degree in
Nile Elam
history. He expects to receive his master’s in
business administration from TCU in December.
Elam began his career in Washington, D.C., in the office
of U.S. Rep. Paul Gosar, R-Ariz. He later joined the staff of
Gov. Mitt Romney’s presidential campaign in 2012. That fall,
Nile was the first hire at Lobbyit; an emerging lobbying firm
focused on trade associations and nonprofit clients.
Nile advocated an array of issues, including manufacturing,
transportation, education and labor, while rising to the position
of vice president of government relations.
OOIDA’s Washington office is staffed by Senior Director of
Legislative Affairs Collin Long, Director of Federal Affairs
Jay Grimes, and Director of Security Operations Doug Morris.
OOIDA’s advocacy efforts are led by Mike Matousek, director
of government affairs. LL
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 2018

By Greg Grisolano,
digital content editor

D

espite efforts by Republicans
in Congress to alter or overturn
the Affordable Care Act, the law
remains in place. Insurance industry
experts say the individual mandate,
and the tax penalties that go with it,
are not going anywhere in 2018.
Open enrollment is Nov. 1 through
Dec. 15. Those who do not enroll
in a qualifying plan during the open
enrollment period will be unable
to purchase health insurance in
2018 unless they have a qualifying
event such as loss of job, marriage,
divorce, birth of a child, or moving

“For 2018, this is the way
it’s going to be. There’s
no doubt.”
– Rick Welsh, Welsh and Associates

to a different ZIP code or county.
If you are not already enrolled in a
health care plan or do not have health
insurance through an employerprovided plan, the open enrollment
period is the time to purchase
coverage or risk paying a tax penalty.
Those who purchased plans
through a public or private insurance
marketplace have the opportunity
to renew the same plan or shop for
different coverage during the open
enrollment period. In most instances,
you will be automatically re-enrolled
in your same plan. However, if
your insurance company withdraws
altogether from the state marketplace
you are enrolled in, your coverage
will lapse and you will need to pick a
new plan and provider.
Rick Welsh, an insurance broker
with Welsh and Associates in Kansas
City, Mo., says despite the Trump
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administration’s stated goal of
repealing the Affordable Care Act,
the signature components of the
legislation remain in place.
“For 2018, this is the way it’s
going to be. There’s no doubt,” he
said. “I would advise anybody to go
online to HealthCare.gov and look
at what’s available. You can see the
major medical plans. If those don’t
fit your needs or are too expensive,
a group like OOIDA can help with a
Minimum Essential Coverage plan
that will be more affordable and get
you out of the tax penalty.”
On Oct. 12, President Donald
Trump issued an executive order that
could have major repercussions to the
insurance marketplaces by allowing
individuals and small businesses
to buy alternative types of health
insurance with lower prices, fewer
benefits and weaker government
protections. Welsh said the insurance
industry will need time to develop
those plans and bring them to market.
He said it may be six months to
a year before those products are
available.
Not having health insurance could
cost you at tax time. The penalty
for not having an ACA-compliant
insurance plan or forgoing coverage
in 2017 is the greater of $695 per
adult and $347.50 per child for a
maximum of $2,085; or 2.5 percent
of adjusted household income.
The percentage penalty is capped
at an amount equal to the national
average premium for a bronze plan,
the minimum coverage available by
law. Beginning in 2017, the flat fee
portion of the penalty will be indexed
to inflation. Fees are paid as a part of
the filing process for federal income
tax returns.
One of the ways in which the ACA
attempts to make health insurance
more affordable is by offering tax
subsidies to qualified individuals who

purchase insurance through state or
federal exchanges. Those applying
for subsidies can make up to 400
percent of the federal poverty level in
order to qualify.
Although the individual mandate
requires most Americans to carry
a minimum level of insurance
coverage, there are some important
exceptions and special qualifications.
Those exemptions include certain
religious groups and Native American
tribes; incarcerated individuals;
people who have VA medical care;
people whose incomes are below the
threshold for filing tax returns; and
people who live in states that have
not expanded Medicaid programs and
would have qualified for Medicaid
under the expanded coverage.
For a full list of exemptions and
information on how to file for one,
visit HealthCare.gov.
Consumers with questions are
encouraged to contact the HHS call
center at 800-318-2596 or visit the
website above to find local help.
Agents in OOIDA’s Medical Benefits
Group are also available from 7:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST, Monday
through Friday, at 800-715-9369 or
via email at MedBen@ooida.com.
While OOIDA no longer offers
individual major medical insurance
plans, the Association’s Medical
Benefits Group now offers Minimum
Essential Coverage plans for
individuals and families. The plans
offer coverage of preventive services
and screenings, while also satisfying
the requirements of the individual
mandate. LL
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Open Enrollment for the Affordable
Care Act 2018 begins Nov. 1

CANADANEWS

Impaired drivers face tougher fines,
suspensions in Ontario
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation announced
plans to beef up penalties for driving impaired. A
proposal introduced Sept. 18 would create what
the agency dubs a “zero tolerance” standard for
commercial drivers who are found to be operating their
vehicles under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol.
If approved by the legislature, truckers found to be
driving under the influence would face a three-day
suspension and a proposed fine of $250 for the first
offense. The fine amount escalates in $100 increments
for subsequent offenses, capping out at $450 for the
third offense and beyond. The penalties may be levied
against those who refuse to perform a roadside sobriety
test.
According to representatives of the Ministry of
Transportation, Ontario currently has no “zero
tolerance rules” for commercial drivers. Existing
impaired driving sanctions would still apply. The
escalating fines provision would apply to all impaired
driving sanctions. The proposed legislation is expected
to be introduced as a bill later this fall.
“There is no excuse for impaired driving — whether
it is due to drugs or alcohol,” Ontario Premier Kathleen
Wynne said in a statement. “It is unacceptable,
dangerous and the consequences can be tragic and lifechanging. Our zero tolerance policies for the highestrisk drivers are about keeping Ontario’s roads safe and
protecting people across the province.”
The proposal also includes increasing the suspension
times for young drivers found operating under the
influence, and would impose the same monetary
penalties for a first, second and third offense.
The sanctions come ahead of Canada’s legalization
of recreational marijuana, which takes place nationwide
next July.
The Ontario Trucking Association issued a statement
in conjunction with Ministry’s tough proposal saying it
“applauds” the proposal.
“For the last 20 years it has been an industry standard
for companies to take proactive steps to ensure drivers
are fit for duty and not operating under the influence
of alcohol or other drugs,” OTA President Stephen
Laskowski said in the news release.
“With the legalization of marijuana, we believe
governments need to send employers a clear message
of what is expected in the transportation sector when it
comes to safety sensitive positions,” he said. LL
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Bigger and better:
GBATS continues
growth in ninth year
More than 500 trucks attend
truck show in Joplin, Mo.

More than 420 trucks participated in the annual convoy, which raises money for
the Special Olympics of Southwest Missouri. (Photo by Jami Jones)

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

T

he ninth annual Guilty By Association Truck Show
had a little bit of everything.
Thousands of truck drivers and other members of the
community gathered in Joplin, Mo., for a weekend full of
activities that included a tractor-trailer pull, a lumberjack
competition, big rig burnouts, live music, a truck convoy
to raise money for Special Olympics, and an appearance
by a pair of “Smokey and the Bandit” impersonators.
GBATS organizer Bryan Martin said 510 trucks
entered the show. In addition, 422 trucks participated in
the convoy to downtown Joplin that generated $115,000
for the Special Olympics of Southwest Missouri.
Martin, a co-owner of 4 State Trucks in Joplin,
started the show in 2009, when there were 38 trucks in
attendance. This year’s show exceeded last year’s total of
504 trucks.
“I never thought we could grow to this level and
develop the kind of following we have this quickly,”
Martin said before the show.
Harry Kilgore, a longtime truck driver from Mansfield,
Mo., received the show’s annual Larry Martin Memorial
Award, which is given annually to someone with a strong
work ethic and commitment to family.
On Friday night, about 3,500 people attended a
lumberjack competition by Timberworks, as well as the
tractor-trailer pull. The night ended with a fireworks
show.
Saturday’s festivities included a pancake breakfast, a
kids’ tractor pull, a swap meet, and a truck show awards
presentation.
One of the crowd-pleasers on Saturday was an
appearance from two “Smokey and the Bandit”
impersonators. Actors dressed as the “Bandit” and
Sheriff Buford T. Justice drove through the truck show
grounds in replica vehicles and then took pictures with
fans of the iconic 1977 trucking movie.
Charity was also a big part of the 2017 installment
of GBATS. In addition to the Special Olympics
Convoy, OOIDA Members Tony Justice and Bill
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Impersonators of characters from the iconic trucking movie “Smokey and
the Bandit” greeted attendees of the Guilty By Association Truck Show in
Joplin, Mo. (Photo by Jami Jones)

GBATS organizer Bryan Martin speaks with truck drivers before the show’s
annual convoy to downtown Joplin, Mo. (Photo by Mark Reddig)

Weaver performed live music in Joplin to raise money for
hurricane victims. Such groups as Truckers’ Final Mile,
which pays for the transportation of a trucker’s remains in
the event of a tragedy, were in attendance to raise money
and spread the word about their cause.
NOVEMBER 2017

OOIDA members and country musicians Bill Weaver and Tony Justice perform
live music at GBATS to raise money for hurricane victims. The video footage
was shot by OOIDA Member James “Tex” Crowley. (Photo by Jami Jones)

The Spirit skipper Jon Osburn signs up new life member, Ron
Watowa, of Atchison, Kan. (Photo by Jami Jones)

Longtime truck driver Harry Kilgore was honored with the truck show’s annual
Larry H. Martin Memorial Award. Kilgore was presented the award by Bryan,
Brice, and Linda Martin. (Photo by Jami Jones)

Lumberjacks participated in an
ax tossing competition. (Photo
by Jami Jones)
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About 3,500 people attended the
Timberworks lumberjack show on
Friday night. The lumberjacks showed
off their skills with the chainsaw by
carving a piece of wood into a “bunny
rabbit.” (Photo by Jami Jones)

Cybil Gilmore, 11,
of Foyil, Okla.,
daughter of William
and Elizabeth
Gilmore, beats the
heat at GBATS with
some serious snow
cone making. (Photo
by Jami Jones)

After the convoy, the show ended in downtown
Joplin with another lumberjack competition and a
concert from country musician Rich McCready.
“Wow. We are so thankful and grateful to all the
GBATS truckers and attendees,” Martin said. “For
two years in a row, over 500 trucks entered the show
and 422 were in the Special Olympics Convoy. It did
our heart good to see so many folks choose to spend
the weekend with us here at 4 State Trucks.”
Bryan and his brother, Brice Martin, said the 10th
annual show should be even bigger.
“Mark your calendars for Sept. 28-29, 2018.” LL
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SHOOTINÕ THE BREEZE

Suit and tie the wrong
fit for ‘Long Haul’ Paul
OOIDA member leaves office
behind for trucking, music
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

P

aul Marhoefer never felt like an office job was for
him.
Encouraged by family and friends, however, he gave
it a shot. He started working as a stock broker. He even
wore a suit and tie every day.
But it didn’t take long for the open road to start calling
his name again.
“I was a stock broker for one year, and it was the most
miserable year of my life,” said Marhoefer, an OOIDA
member from Losantville, Ind., who is best known in
trucking circles as “Long Haul” Paul.
“I was walking around in a suit, and I just didn’t enjoy
it. I thought to myself, ‘I can’t do this anymore.’ I had to
get back into the truck. I just wasn’t cut out to be a stock
broker. You have to love it, and it just wasn’t for me.”
Instead, Marhoefer, 58, has made trucking his
profession for most of his adult life. For the past seven
years, he’s hauled milk and reefer freight for Moeller
Trucking, based out of Maria Stein, Ohio.
“It might be corny, but I do believe the road is a
calling,” Marhoefer said. “Trucking at its best can be a
calling.”
Another calling for Marhoefer has been music and
songwriting.
He started taking guitar lessons when he was 16
years old, and he started reading the works of author
and historian Studs Terkel, who wrote such acclaimed
books as “Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great
Depression.”
Marhoefer loved writing so much that he even enrolled
as an English major at Ball State University for a time.
Eventually, Marhoefer was able to turn his love for the
written word into songs.
“Early on, I wrote songs just to play them alone in my
room,” Marhoefer said. “I didn’t have the guts to play
them in front of my family.”
According to Marhoefer’s Pledge Music page, it was
his fleet manager who encouraged him to start sharing
his music with others.
“Paul was overheard singing in the terminal parking
lot by his fleet manager, Kevin Glass, an avid folk and
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OOIDA Member Paul Marhoefer is expected to release his latest album,
From Bessemer to Birmingham, in late 2017. (Photo by Lorri Markum)

Americana fan,” the website said. “Glass inquired about
the song he had been singing, which was an original. He
asked Marhoefer to sing him another and then another.
Further inquiry revealed that the veteran trucker had been
writing songs as a hobby for over 30 years.
“When Paul returned from his route a few days later,
his boss presented him with a black Epiphone DR 200
(guitar), then informed him he would be performing a
few songs for the entire terminal in five minutes.
“Bolstered by the positive reaction of his co-workers,
he soon began singing at local venues.”
Marhoefer really broke through in 2015 when he was
named a finalist in Overdrive’s Trucker Talent Search
competition.
In 2016, he recorded his song “Old Black Epiphone,”
which was inspired by the gift from his boss, at Muscle
Shoals Music Studio in Tuscumbia, Ala.
Marhoefer’s sound is often compared to Bob Dylan.
It’s a comparison that Marhoefer said he finds a bit
embarrassing. However, the trucker admits that, like
Dylan, his songs are focused on the lyrics first.
“I’m not a great instrumentalist,” he said. “I’m more of
a three-chord cowboy.
“Most of my stuff starts with the spoken word and then
is projected out in a musical format.”
Earlier this year with the help of OOIDA Member
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James “Tex” Crowley of Texomatic Pictures,
Marhoefer created a video for his song, “Elloree,”
which tells the story of truck driver Jason Rivenburg
being killed for $7 after he was turned away from a
distribution center in Elloree, S.C., and couldn’t find
a safe place to park.
Well, there ain’t no rest for the working man
Where’s a poor boy supposed to sleep
He was 900 miles out of Fultonham
When you turned him out of Elloree.
“Elloree” is one of 12 tracks on Marhoefer’s latest
album, “Bessemer to Birmingham.”
As of the time of the interview, Marhoefer said
the album distributed by Laughing Hyena Records
should be in truck stops across the nation sometime
in late 2017.
He’s excited about the album but said he also plans
on maintaining his career as a truck driver.
“My bread and butter is trucking,” he said. “I
don’t have any illusions that my career is going to
be in music. Music is like racing stock cars. Winning
means you get to buy more parts.”
Find out more about “Long Haul” Paul’s music
and his latest album at PaulMarhoeferMusic.com. LL

A new hope for hours of service?
From Page 21

during the day, extending the 14-hour clock to a 16-hour
day. There is much more to the regulations (see related
chart), but the gist is simplicity and flexibility.

Is it time for a change?
It’s a new age in Washington, D.C. Even Beltway insiders
aren’t sure of what is going to happen next. But, there is
agreement that – with the atmosphere of uncertainty along
with an agenda that favors regulation reduction – nothing
really is out of bounds.
Would it be best to go back in time to a previous version
of the hours of service? Given that the 34-hour restart
got its own reset back to its previous unrestricted form,
one could assume that a roll back of restrictions could be
in order. Or is it time to try something like the Canadian
rules?
Changing the hours of service rules, along with any other
regulation, would depend on truckers getting active and
making their voices heard. We want to hear your hours
of service stories. Tell us what works and what doesn’t
work and why you think they need changed. Email us at
Letters@LandLineMag.com. LL
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Former Trucker Buddy director
reflects on many years with program
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

or Randy Schwartzenburg, the best part has been the
stories.
A supporter of Trucker Buddy International for 25
years, Schwartzenburg has witnessed firsthand what the
program can do for the students, teachers, and the truck
drivers as well.
Started as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in
1992, Trucker Buddy is dedicated to helping educate
schoolchildren via a pen pal relationship between
background-checked professional truck drivers and
students in kindergarten through the eighth grade.
Matched with teachers and
classrooms, truck drivers
share news about their travels
with the class, and students
write back to the drivers.
Doing so gives teachers a
new way to educate their

F

“We don’t have any way to say that
our program has saved ‘X’ number
of lives, but I guarantee you that
Trucker Buddy has saved lives.”
Ð Randy Schwartzenburg

students about such subjects as geography, math, social
studies and history, and it helps provide a positive image
of truck drivers and the trucking industry.
Schwartzenburg, who recently stepped down as the
organization’s executive director but will continue to
work part time as the operations manager, took some
time to share many of his favorite stories with Land
Line. Alan Welborn will take over as the new executive
director.
One of Schwartzenburg’s most memorable stories was
a phone call he received from a truck driver.
“A driver that I knew called me and said he
wanted to thank me for the Trucker Buddy program,”
Schwartzenburg said. “I said, ‘I’m glad you’re getting
something out of it.’ He said, ‘No, you don’t understand.
This program has made me completely change my
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Randy Schwartzenburg took over as Trucker Buddy’s executive director
in 2009. He retired earlier this year. (Land Line photo)

attitude about the industry.’ He said every day the
dispatcher is mad at him, because traffic or something
else caused him to run late. Then the shipper is mad at
him, because the freight isn’t going to get their on time.
That causes him to be late for the next shipper, so he’s
mad at him, too. Then, he said his wife and kid are mad
at him because he’s not able to be at home.
“Then this big ol’ truck driver started crying. He said,
‘You don’t understand how good this program makes me
feel. When I bring the truck up to the school, the kids
run up to me like I’m their hero.’”
Schwartzenburg started working with Trucker Buddy
in 1992 and eventually became the organization’s
executive director in 2009. The program was originally
started by truck driver and OOIDA Member Gary King
after he contacted a grade school in Williams Bay, Wis.,
and asked the principal permission to write to a class of
students as pen pals.
“We thought it was just a wonderful program,”
Schwartzenburg said. “The trucking industry had a
poor image at the time. Trucks were going around with
the mud flaps with the naked girls on them. It was
NOVEMBER 2017

kind of the Wild West, a little bit. The industry needed
something that could tell the public about the good
aspects of trucking. I always thought it was one of the
best image programs for the industry. It’s not a one-anddone event. It goes on all year.”
He said the program educates the students and their
parents about how to
safely drive around a
heavy-duty truck.
This thought, of
The program was
course, reminded
originally started
Schwartzenburg of
by truck driver and another story.
“One day I received
OOIDA Member
a call from a parent,”
he recalled. “Typically,
Gary King.
I don’t have many
parents call us, so
I thought, ‘Oh no.
What’s going on?’ But then she said, ‘I’ve got to ask
you something. Every time I’m driving around a truck,
my child starts yelling that I’m in the truck driver’s ‘no
zone.’ What’s a no zone? I explained to her that trucks
have blind spots and that you shouldn’t be hanging out
in those areas.”
Providing students, teachers, and parents a better
understanding of what obstacles a truck drivers faces on
the road can improve safety, Schwartzenburg said.
“We don’t have any way to say that our program has
saved ‘X’ number of lives, but I guarantee you that
Trucker Buddy has saved lives.”
Schwartzenburg also said that several drivers have
told him that the program has motivated them to be
extra careful on the road, because they don’t want to let
their students down.
The program has grown to about 2,000 truck drivers.
Many of the TB officers, board members, advisors and
truck drivers involved are OOIDA members.
Schwartzenburg said many of the drivers continue to
work with a school for several years.
“I was in Canada at a trade show once, and a driver
asked me if I wanted to go visit his class with him. I
said, ‘sure.’ When we arrived at the door to sign in, we
could hear the students running down the hall. We could
hear them yelling, ‘Trucker Buddy Ray is here.’ Some
of these students have known him for years now. He
was treated like he was a rock star.” LL
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Has driver demand gone bonkers?
By John Bendel, contributing editor

Holy cow. According to the industry
press, the lid has blown off the
trucking market. Business is so good
you can name your own price. It’s
so good, brokers want to take you
out to lunch. It’s so good, all the
company drivers are getting huge
pay increases.
Well, maybe not that good.
According to an article in
FreightWaves, a daily trucking
newsletter, we’re in the “mother
of all capacity shortages.” That
story was headlined “Truckload
rate increases will feel like a rocket
ship.”
“This is different than any market
I have ever seen before. I have
been around this business for over
40 years and I have never seen an
environment like this. I have heard
people compare it to 2004, but that
wouldn’t do justice to what we are
seeing.” FreightWaves attributed
that statement to an unnamed carrier
CEO.
DAT, the load board company,
said its spot market volume hit an
all-time high late in September. The
same was true for Truckstop.com,
which headlined one blog on its
website, “Will rates go bonkers?”
Maybe they already have. Spot
rates are reportedly 20 percent
higher than last year, and the
increases are not over yet.
Trucking economists say it’s
all because of the convergence
of an accelerating economy, the
transportation demands of two
hurricanes, the looming ELD
mandate, and the so-called “driver
shortage.” It seems CDL holders
still stay away from the truckload
50 LAND LINE

industry in droves.
“The core issue is centered on
qualified driver availability,” J.B.
Hunt CEO John Roberts recently
wrote to customers. “Going into
2017, we did not expect the staffing
challenges to reach the severity
levels that are now present.”

But are those large
fleets more likely to
have ELDs? Yup. Are
they more likely to have
driver-facing cameras?
Oh yeah. Are they likely
to require days of mindnumbing “orientation?”
They sure are.
According to Roberts, Hunt had
already received more than 100,000
driver applications in 2017 but hired
fewer than 2.5 percent of them. That
would be 2,500 drivers.
The result, Roberts wrote, “is one
of the highest periods of turbulence
and volatility in supply we have
ever experienced, and we don’t
think it will abate any time soon.”
The letter was quoted last week in
the Journal of Commerce.
According to the same JOC story,
the cost of retaining and recruiting
drivers is rising. Hunt, the piece
claims, has been paying sign-on
bonuses of up to $10,000 per driver.
Turnover must be getting bad,
though. Last month the American
Trucking Associations reported
turnover increased from 74 percent

to 90 percent in the first half of year.
We’re probably near or over 100
percent by now.
But that ATA number is for the
big fleets. Smaller fleets were doing
better at 85 percent. Yes, turnover
in that category rose by 19 percent
as opposed to 16 percent for the big
fleets, but the ATA defines small
fleets as those with revenue under
$30 million a year – not all that
small where I come from.
Small fleets that are actually
small, say one to six trucks, are not
broken out in the ATA figures. But
they are in another set of figures.
According to JOC, 12,273 trucking
companies were newly active in
the first half of 2017. More than 60
percent of those, 7,593, were fleets
in that one-to-six-truck range.
JOC reasons that larger fleets
shed capacity during the 2016
freight recession and now are
having big trouble ramping back
up, while faster-growing smaller
fleets are filling the gap. Obviously
and in general, more drivers are
drawn to smaller rather than larger
companies.
Why would that be? Do small
fleets offer better benefit packages?
Not likely. Do they usually have
newer trucks? Not really. Do they
offer incentive programs that reward
efficiency and fuel economy with
toaster ovens and gift cards? Nope.
But are those large fleets more
likely to have ELDs? Yup. Are they
more likely to have driver-facing
cameras? Oh yeah. Are they likely
to require days of mind-numbing
“orientation?” They sure are.
Do these things account for the
difference? It’s worth thinking
about. LL
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AWARD NOMINATIONS

Do you know a Highway Hero or Road Warrior?
Nomination deadlines
for two industry awards
coming up
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Nominations are being accepted
for a pair of awards aimed at
recognizing truck drivers who go
above and beyond.
Truck drivers can be nominated
for the Goodyear Highway Hero
Award through Nov. 29, while
nominations for Pilot Flying
J’s Road Warrior award will be
accepted through Dec. 31.

of six from a crushed minivan, a
trucker who saved a woman from a
gun-wielding attacker, and a driver
who pulled an elderly man from a
car before it was destroyed by an
oncoming train.
Nominations can be submitted

Truck drivers can be
nominated for the
Goodyear Highway Hero
Award through Nov. 29,
while nominations for
Pilot Flying J’s Road
Warrior award will be
accepted through Dec. 31.

Highway Hero
Goodyear Highway Hero is in its
35th year, honoring truck drivers
who have helped others.
Each year, Goodyear accepts
nominations from
all over North
America for the
award. Candidates
are then narrowed
down to three
finalists, and a
panel of trucking industry media
representatives then selects the
Highway Hero Award winner.
Nominees must be full-time
truck drivers and reside in the
United States or Canada, and
the incident must have occurred
between Nov. 16, 2016, and Nov.
16, 2017. Finalists must also pass a
background check.
Last year’s winner, David Webb
of Billings, Mont., won $5,000, a
ring, and a trophy. Webb rescued
and performed CPR on a driver who
had passed out at the wheel.
Other past winners include a
truck driver who rescued a family
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online at the Goodyear website or
by mail to Goodyear Highway Hero
Award Headquarters; Dept. 798A;
200 Innovation Way; Akron, OH
44316.
This year’s winner will be
announced in March at the MidAmerica Trucking Show in
Louisville, Ky.

Road Warrior
Pilot Flying J’s Road Warrior
contest “honors professional drivers
who go the extra mile to ensure
that products
and goods are
delivered safely,
securely, and on
time to keep the
country moving
efficiently.”
Online story submissions
spotlighting truck drivers’ hard
work, perseverance and passion
for the industry will be accepted
through the end of the year.
“The Road Warrior program is

designed to raise awareness for
the tireless and critical work of
professional drivers and thank them
for a job well done,” Ken Parent,
president of Pilot Flying J, said in a
news release.
Nominations will be accepted
at the Road Warrior website.
Submissions should tell the story
of the nominated driver and include
a photo. Everyone is eligible to
nominate a truck driver.
The 2017 grand prize Road
Warrior winner will receive
$10,000. The runner-up and thirdplace winner will receive $5,000
and $2,500, respectively.
New to this year’s contest, the
people who nominate the top three
winners also will receive a $500
prize.
Last year’s winner was OOIDA
Member Jacqueline Rocha of
Acworth, Ga. The now 23-yearold was honored for being an
advocate for industry, encouraging
millennials and females to consider
a career in trucking. Last year’s
second-place winner was Kevin
Mailand of Lawrence, Kan., and
the third-place winner was Charles
Johnson of Dubuque, Iowa.
Rocha said she planned to use
some of the money to help buy a
new truck.
“The money came at a perfect
time,” Rocha said last year. “But
I’m also going to donate part of it to
the St. Christopher Truckers Fund
and some to Women in Trucking.
I’ve got to give it back to help some
other truckers.”
The 2015 Road Warrior winner
was OOIDA Life Member Erik
Michaels of Oceanside, Calif. Kyle
Cones earned the inaugural award
in 2014.
Rules for the contest can be found
at RoadWarrior.PilotFlyingJ.com. LL
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Truckers For Troops
campaign begins Nov. 13
By Land Line staff

The 2017 Truckers for Troops
campaign begins Nov. 13, the
Monday after Veterans Day. The
campaign offers new and existing
OOIDA members a chance to sign
up or renew their membership for
the discounted price of $35 per
year. Ten percent of the fee goes
toward care packages for U.S. troops
stationed in combat areas overseas.
OOIDA matches the 10 percent
dollar for dollar.
Through the generosity of its
members and with a matching
contribution by OOIDA, more
than $500,000 has been raised
since its inception, providing care
packages to service members
stationed abroad. The campaign is
now helping a variety of veterans’
facilities here in the U.S. too,
including those assisting or housing
wounded, disabled or homeless
service members.
Once again, Shell Rotella has
pledged a $2,000 contribution to
kick off the fundraiser.
Land Line Now airs the Truckers
for Troops campaign beginning
Monday, Nov. 13, and runs through
Friday, Nov. 17. To be a part of it,
just call OOIDA’s main number,
800-444-5791. You can join or
renew your membership with
OOIDA – for as many years as you
like at $35. During business hours,
let operators know you’re calling
about Truckers for Troops, and they
will transfer you to membership.
Phones will be answered live, and
the switchboards will stay open later
than usual, so you can call until 7:30
p.m. CST.
You also can visit Jon Osburn
at The Spirit of the American
Trucker touring trailer during the
campaign and sign up or renew your
membership. Jon also will be giving
NOVEMBER 2017

away a special gift to those who sign
up at The Spirit, while supplies last.
Mail-in contributions also will be
accepted. However, payments must
specify “Troops” in order for them
to be counted toward the total.
To date, the Association has sent
more than 3,000 large care packages
and provided items to nearly 36,000
military personnel stationed in areas
designated as combat zones.
It costs about $220 for all the
items in one box, and shipping costs
generally average $63 per box, for
a total of $283. All the purchasing,
organizing and packing of the
boxes is handled by OOIDA staff
volunteers, ensuring that 100 percent
of the money raised is used to
purchase items and cover shipping.
In 2015, the Association expanded
the program’s mission to include
supplying needed items to various
medical care facilities for wounded
or needy veterans back in the states.
OOIDA also is asking for the
names and addresses of troops
serving in active combat zones
to add to the Association’s list
of recipients. Call the name and
address in to Nikki Johnson at
OOIDA at 816-229-5791.
You also may email her at
troops@ooida.com. LL
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“This card works for you.”
Your OOIDA membership card gives you more than
90 discounts, rebates and more.
OOIDA Life Member Jerry Ruplinger
of Claysville, Pa., has used his Truckers
Advantage fuel card almost every day for
many years. He also took advantage of
International’s rebate program through OOIDA.
Call 816-229-5791 and discover what other
discounts members receive.

International and International Used
Truck Centers offers OOIDA members a
$1,000 International Advantage
Card credit with the purchase of any new
International LT, ProStar, LoneStar or 9000i tractor or
any used International LT, ProStar, LoneStar or TranStar
through Dec. 31, 2017.

My Miles Matter by Shell Rotella offers OOIDA
members 2,500 Bonus Reward Miles with the
purchase of qualifying Shell Rotella products. Miles
can be redeemed with an OOIDA membership card
through the Reward Catalog.

Join OOIDA today, call 816-229-5791
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4 State Trucks offers OOIDA members special pricing
on all new parts. In addition, the 12-month Road Boss
membership is available to members at less than half the
standard price.
With Road Boss, members receive:
• Free parcel shipping
• Cash back on every purchase
• 33% off on all Chrome Shop Maﬁa logo merchandise
and more

The American Truck Historical
Society offers OOIDA members
$10 off regular annual U.S. general
membership dues. The ATHS is
dedicated to the collection and
preservation of the dynamic history of
trucks, the trucking industry and its pioneers.

© mipan - Fotolia.com

Western Star offers OOIDA members:
• $2,000 rebate for any new 4900 sleeper model
• $1,500 rebate for any new 4900 daycab
• $1,200 rebate for any new 5700 XE sleeper or
daycab model
Truck must be delivered by Dec. 31, 2017, and can be
new or from Western Star dealer stock.

Arrow Truck Sales offers Prime Perks to OOIDA members:
• Free six month/50,000-mile warranty
• $1,000 Prime allowance - $1,000 applied to ﬁrst
payment when ﬁnanced through TF or take $1,000 off
internet price
• One-year/120,000-mile Prime Plus engine warranty at
special pricing
• $500 off purchase of any NTP Warranty
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More discounts!

Services
Ace Registration
Clean Slate Tax
IdleAir
Parts & Equipment
National Truck
Balance Masters
Protection
Big Rig Mattress
Open Road Drivers Plan
Bison Grille Guards
Phoenix Sleep
Brunner Fabrication
Solutions
Centramatic
PrePass
CSTK (Thermo King)
Silver Tax Group
Dipetane
Sleep Solutions
Donvel
4 Truckers
Dura-Lite
Tax Defense Network
Flitz International
Team CME
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing Todd Knapp, CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions
Mytee Products
Woodward Tax
RigMaster

Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Semi Systems
Truckerdox
Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere
TruckTrack

Tires
Bauer Built
Goodyear
Michelin
Octagon
Purcell Tire &
Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental

La Quinta
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Wyndham

Truck & Trailer
American Trailer
& Storage
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
Kenworth
PACCAR Financial Used
Trucks
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks

WESTERN STAR
4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
haulme LLC
Mission Financial
Services

123LoadBoard.com
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication

SUPPORTERS

Fuel
Truckers Advantage

Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

SILVER LEVEL

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits
Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot &
OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

OOIDA
Corporate Supporters
GOLD LEVEL

Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call OOIDA’s Membership
Department at 800-444-5791 for details on these offers.

CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC

Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz

Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Dura-Lite Heat Transfer Products
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the OOIDA Membership Department
at 816-229-5791 for details on these offers.

Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Missouri Movers Association
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping

Taxation Solutions offers OOIDA members a free
consultation and a 15% discount on tax relief, IRS
representation and tax preparation services provided by a
team of tax attorneys, enrolled agents and CPAs.

OOIDA

Permit renewals 2018

OOIDA Business Services Department can assist with your
renewals for the 2018 year. You should soon receive renewal
notices for your IFTA and UCR permit as well as weight
distance tax permits in New Mexico and Oregon. These
permits need to be renewed by Jan. 1. If you have questions
or want us to process your renewals for you, please contact
the Permits and Licensing Unit at 800-444-5791.
NOVEMBER
NOVEMBER 2017
2017

MembersEdge Load Board from
DAT offers OOIDA members the
ﬁrst 30 days free and 10%
off for life. The load board
was developed speciﬁcally for
OOIDA members and provides
unlimited truckload searching
and truck posting, weather and
road conditions, truck stop and
regulatory directories, mileage and
routing, broker credit scores and
days to pay.

Pay4Freight.com
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade, Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors
Zephyr Sales Co. Inc.

Join OOIDA today,
call 816-229-5791
LAND
LAND LINE
LINE 55
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GIZMOS & GEARS

Autonomous trucks
just around the corner,

or maybe not

B

y one estimate, autonomous
trucks will be on the road
in three to four years. U.S.
Xpress Executive Chairman Max
Fuller made that prediction at the
Automated Vehicle Symposium this
July in San Francisco. Chattanooga,
Tenn.-based U.S. Xpress also is
involved with Nikola Motor Co.,
Salt Lake City, in development of
an all-electric, hydrogen fuel-cellpowered Class-8 truck.
Max as always loved technology.
Government is supposedly
preparing the way for autonomous
trucks. The FMCSA held a public
listening session on autonomous
vehicle policy in April and accepted
comments on its website until midJuly. No proposed rule or policy has
emerged yet, but the agency has to
be grappling with questions about
hours of service as well as driver
responsibilities and qualifications
when a truck drives itself at least
part of the time.
Hours of service is of particular
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interest to fleets that might deploy
autonomous trucks on interstate
line-hauls. Chances for increased
productivity are reduced if the
required driver is bound by the
current rules.

“Autonomous Vehicle
adoption will be slow for
several decades, and any
signiﬁcant driver job losses
due to the technology are
perhaps 25 years away at
this point.”
– FreightWaves
Meanwhile, the General
Accountability Office, a
congressional agency, issued
a report to the Research and
Technology Committee about data
that will be shared by self-driving
vehicles. This information will
be generated by the systems that
communicate with traffic signals and
other vehicles wirelessly. If nothing

else, they reveal a vehicle’s location
at any given time. The GAO
concluded that the feds need to
“define, document and communicate
its responsibilities related to the
privacy” of all that data.
That’s unlikely to be a big problem
for the first autonomous trucks when
they do hit the road. They won’t be
driverless and won’t be generating
that kind of information – at least
not initially.
If Max Fuller is right and
autonomous trucks appear sooner
than expected, they won’t affect
jobs for quite a while, according
to Goldman Sachs as reported
on the website FreightWaves.
“Autonomous Vehicle adoption will
be slow for several decades, and any
significant driver job losses due to
the technology are perhaps 25 years
away at this point,” FreightWaves
said.
Meanwhile in China, the
government and a tech startup
called TuSimple have turned an
entire industrial district into a
testing ground for autonomous
trucks. Their goal is an “automated

© Vitaly Krivosheev - Fotolia.com

By John Bendel,
contributing editor-at-large

NOVEMBER 2017

A question for that driver recruiter
logistics zone” where they’ll fast-track their
autonomous truck technology so it can be
commercialized and deployed throughout
the country. Given their authoritarian
government, they may see mass adoption of
autonomous trucks well before we do.
That may be a good thing for us. Glen
De Vos, chief technology officer for
Gillingham, United Kingdom-based Delphi
Automotive, a company that works on
driverless technology, does not share Max
Fuller’s views on early deployment of
autonomous vehicles. De Vos recently said
that autonomous vehicles are simply not
ready for high-speed highway use. Human
drivers can still recognize and react to some
highway situations much faster, he told
tech publication “The Information.” For
example, he said, current technology “can’t
‘see’ far-away objects such as people or
debris.”
Maybe Glen should have a talk with Max.
Continued on Page 58

Driver iQ is a company carriers can
hire to check the credentials of driver
applicants. “Driver employment
verification is our core strength. We
produce accurate and timely records
of employment on CDL drivers
to prospective employers,” the
company states on its website.
In addition to various verification
services, Driver iQ offers something
it calls “current employee retention
notification.”
“All a carrier has to do is store a
list of current employees with Driver
iQ. You will be proactively notified
when a record for that current
employee is requested.”
In other words, if you apply for a
job with another fleet that uses Driver
iQ and they run a check on you, your
current employer will be notified.
Your boss will know you’re looking
for another job.
It’s all about retaining drivers,

Tulsa, Okla.-based Driver iQ says.
If your fleet learns you’re looking
elsewhere, they have a chance to
make things right. Their intentions
are simply to make you happy.
Imagine a big smiley-face sticker
here.
That’s the last thing you should
want – especially if you have no idea
it’s happening. While I’m sure some
carriers will try to win you back,
others will simply punish you while
they still have the chance. So before
you apply for another job, maybe
you should ask the recruiter who
they use for employment verification.
And if you want your boss to
know you’re looking for another
job, maybe you should just tell him
yourself. LL
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well-known GPS, camera and
microphone to instruments such
as the gyroscope,” explained the
project head as reported by online
news publication International
Business Times. Researchers
were able to sniff out four-digit
passwords with 70 percent accuracy,
the report said.
The Weather Company, an IBM business, introduces solutions designed to help freight and
logistic companies improve operational efficiency.

Weather up close
and personal
Truck autonomy isn’t the only
technology making news. How
about an accurate, hyperlocal
weather service?
The Weather Co., an IBM
subsidiary, has been providing
just that for airlines. Now they’re
looking at trucking as a market.
These guys can warn of, say, a cold
front on its way from Canada, of
course. But they’ve taken things a
big step further. They can detect a
squall or fast-moving weather just a
few miles down the road and keep
you in the loop with updates every
five minutes. They have integrated
traffic information as well.
“Drivers will receive live,
location-based alerts for current
locations and upcoming locations
based on current trajectory. Drivers
will also have the ability to check
weather and track while planning
the day’s travel and during breaks,”
according to a news release from
Atlanta-based The Weather Co.
So they let you know of
something ahead you should avoid,
and they help you avoid it. The
question for The Weather Co. is
58 LAND LINE

how many truckers need such
detailed weather information?
Trucks on the ground are less
vulnerable to weather than planes in
the air. And then there is the cost.
“Pricing varies depending on the
number of drivers, options included,
etc.,” the company responded in an
email.
You can be sure of one thing: it
won’t be cheap.

Researchers at the University of
California, Berkeley have created
a robot that can pick up individual
items from a disorderly pile of
miscellaneous objects. Originally,
developers taught the machine how

Don’t move
Researchers at Newcastle
University in the U.K. claim they
can tell what you’re typing just
by observing how you hold your
smartphone. The many sensors in

the phone give it away.
“Smartphones, tablets, and other
wearables are equipped with a
multitude of sensors, from the

to grab things. Now the robot with
artificial intelligence is teaching
itself to recognize objects and
how to pick them up by itself.
According to The New York Times,
the rapidly evolving technology
will find a commercial home in
vast Amazon warehouses where
much movement of merchandise
is already automated. Such robots
will eventually replace many order
pickers.

© Kirill_makarov - Fotolia.com

From Page 57

Blame it on Amazon
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Cadillac Super Cruise

Thing is, if they can create something
that sophisticated, it won’t be too
long before machines will be able to
load and unload trucks – at least some
trucks some of the time.

Eyes on the road
In some 2018 models, Cadillac is
introducing Super Cruise, which
enables the car to drive itself on
limited-access highways. Super Cruise
includes a driver-facing camera that
makes sure your eyes are on the road
even when your Caddy is driving itself.
Turn your head or take your eyes off
the road and a lighted strip on the top
of your steering wheel will flash green.
If you don’t turn your eyes back to
the road, it flashes red and vibrates
your seat. Then you’re supposed to
take control. If you don’t, a voice will
make one last demand. If you ignore
that, the car will slow automatically
in its lane and eventually stop with
flashers blinking. LL

A trucker for 10 years and
trucking journalist for more
than 15 years, John Bendel’s
biggest inspiration still
comes from his readers.
For his series in Land Line,
he wants to know what kind
of technology has become
part of your job. Love it, hate
it, how does it work for you? Email John at
John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
Circle No. 225 on Response Card
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American Outlaw
Some define an outlaw as a person or group that
refuses to be governed by the established rules or
normal practices.
Frequently, people pretend to be one, but for Colton
and Lauren Chase, their truck, American Outlaw, is
one.
It’s true that 379s may have all the same basic
structural appearance. But when you have a man with
a vision, a truck with potential, and companies that
can provide all the needed items, the end result is this
sharp lookin’ 2002 Peterbilt 379.
With a reliable Cat motor under the hood, an Eaton
18-speed transmission, and 280-inch wheelbase, this
truck boasts a smooth 700 to 750 horsepower that, if
called upon, can pour plenty of black smoke along the
way.
This truck hails from Kismet, Kan., which is in the
southwest corner of the state. Colton and his wife
own this truck together, with Colton being the proud

Working hard and looking large staked out at grain elevator

Black and chrome … never a bad choice.
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pilot. You will typically see this truck pulling a 2018 (first 2018
off the line) Timpte Super Hopper, but it might have a different
trailer hooked to it depending on what time of the year it is.
Over the nine years Colton has owned this truck, he now
has completed most of his planned modifications, all the while
becoming a great customer and friend to the crew at 4 State
Trucks.
What makes this Pete so special? Let me give ya’ll a
rundown.
Looking at the outside, the first thing you’ll see is the unique
paint scheme that some may think is a wrap or graphics.
The paint was done by Jeremy’s Paint and Body Shop out of
Sterling, Kan.
Colton’s choice for accessories gives this truck a “serious
business” look but definitely different from the characteristics
NOVEMBER 2017

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

Interior may be even nicer than the exterior.

Meet Colton and Laura, happy and proud parents of American Outlaw.

of most other trucks.
The truck is equipped with: a flip bumper kit; a
20-inch Valley Chrome American Eagle bumper; Best
Fit Chrome Exhaust stacks; Jones Performance Outlaw
II front fenders from 4 State Trucks; Badass Customs
rear fenders; 12-gauge Customs smooth battery boxes; a
RoadWorks python grille; and custom strapless breather
bars.
Let me just say that the interior demands as much
attention as the exterior. The inside includes the same
paint scheme to match the outside design; bullet-style
switch extensions; twin-stick conversion kit that has
been special formed for Colton and built by the boys at
Chrome Shop Mafia. You also see the custom upholstery
and one-off floor panels. Auto King in McPherson,
Kan., did the install of Colton’s Rockford Fosgate sound
system and door poppers, along with a 32-inch Visio
smart TV that is inlaid right into the interior.
The Outlaw also sports an Iowa Customs clutch pedal
extension, custom-made door sills, and the awesomely
designed sleeper shelving kit by Iowa Customs that he
special ordered.
Colton and Lauren make it a team effort every day
of the year and especially at every truck show. The
pride in their ride always shows, but the down-to-earth
and friendly people they are makes it a memorable
experience for anyone that they happen to come in
contact with. LL
Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo.
They have been entrenched in trucking for
three generations and have but one focus:
To serve America’s truckers and assist in
keeping them “looking good and rolling
proud” as they travel the highways.
NOVEMBER 2017
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The new Mack Anthem –
A classic in the making

By Suzanne Stempinski,
contributing ﬁeld editor

T

he Mack Anthem was introduced
in September with much fanfare
and enthusiasm. It’s a bold, modern
classic – big and square-looking, but
with an emphasis on aerodynamics.
The grille is tough and very
structured, with pillars holding the
word “Mack” as a bridge span. The
three-piece bumper is big and bold.
The three-piece hood comes with
the release in the front – like an
automotive hood latch. The threepart construction of both allows you
to address only the portion needing
repair or replacement. The front
fenders are large and flat like the old
Superliner.
The square headlights are LED.
In fact, all the lights, exterior and
interior, are LEDs. The door-mounted
mirrors and hood-mounted mirrors
carefully lined up to create only
one point of wind resistance. You
can get them heated if you like. The
windshield comes in a one-piece or
two-piece design.
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For the first time, Mack offers a
70-inch stand-up sleeper. It has a
one-piece composite roof with an
aerodynamic sun visor.
Inside the cab, the dash is an
ergonomic wrap with switches and
gauges easily in reach. The driver
display can be modified with the
press of a button on one of the two
steering-column-mounted controls.
The steering wheel has a flat bottom
– an industry first – designed for
easier entry and exit.
There’s a 5-inch driver display
in the dash and an optional 7-inch
infotainment screen that can provide
you with TomTom Navigation for
trucks, satellite radio and other
features.
There’s a serious amount of
storage. Cabinets close with a solid
“thunk.” Recessed lighting above
the windshield in the deep storage
areas in the front and sides of the
cab creates an ambient glow at night
without blinding you. Additional
power outlets and USB ports
have been added. Mack partnered

with Sears Seating to provide 30
combinations and configurations to
choose from.
Under the hood lies the heart of
the truck. You can choose either a
MP 7 or 8 engine with horsepower
up to 505 hp. Either can be paired
with the automated manual 12-speed
mDrive transmission. The engine and
transmission combinations can be
spec’d in a variety of configurations,
including with an HD or turbo
compounding option, depending on
the application. The truck comes with
either disc brakes or drum brakes.
The Bendix Wingman Fusion
system (stability control, adaptive
cruise control, lane departure
warning) is standard in the Anthem.
Fuel economy is projected to be
a 3 percent improvement with
the 70-inch sleeper, 1.5 percent
improvement with the day cab.
The Anthem will replace the
axle-back Pinnacle when it begins
production in the first quarter of
2018.

Behind the wheel
There’s no doubt that it’s a head
turner. I was delighted to have the
opportunity to test a variety of
configurations during our 850-mile,
two-day trek.
First up, I took a ride in the
Anthem with a 70-inch standup
sleeper, pulling a pneumatic tanker.

Photos courtesy of Suzanne Stempinski

The trucks rolled out of Allentown, Pa., one after the other. It was a
10-pack of Mack trucks featuring the freshly introduced Mack Anthem
(eight of them), a Pinnacle and a Granite, all headed for Atlanta. At the
wheel, a bunch of CDL-wielding journalists and some Mack developers,
designers and product managers were ready for an 850-mile adventure.
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The Black Dog

Saturday morning I had my heart set
on driving the Black Dog. It is a preproduction truck and pretty bad ass.
Where the other Anthems were either
chromed or accented with plenty of
shiny stuff, this truck just went dark.
Black American Racing wheels,
blacked out grille pillars and Mack
bridge. It was a special one-of-a-kind
ride that appealed to my not-very-well-

With a load of sailboat fuel, we glided
effortlessly up and down hills behind
the MP 8 with 445 hp and 1850 lb-ft
torque.
I explored the sleeper – there was
an abundance of storage and even
a cabinet that might accommodate
a portable potty. (I am still waiting
for the OEM that designs a sleeper
to include one). The bunk was
comfortable and a nap would have been
easy. The lighting, temperature and
stereo controls were easily accessible.
The refrigerator, flat screen TV and
pull-out desk were exactly what I
expected to find.
I jumped behind the wheel of the
Granite axle-forward daycab dump
truck first break in Hagerstown, Md.
I’ve been on a vocational truck spree
this year, and when I close my eyes

hidden show truck self.
It had everything you would look for
in a reward truck: 70-inch stand-up
sleeper with roof fairing; MP 8 with
505 hp and 1860 lb-ft torque; mDRIVE
12-speed; on a 260-inch wheelbase.
It had disc brakes on the front and
Meritor drum brakes on the rear. We sat
in top-of-the-line ultra-leather seats.
Oh, and did I mention the powdercoated diamond plate fenders and tool
boxes? This was the big dog.
Pulling a display trailer, the ride was
smooth, the seats were easy to adjust,
and the visibility was terrific. As we
went down the road made I (almost)
wished that we weren’t done at the end
of the day.
Our last stop was at the NexTrans
facility in Atlanta. This new dealership
has 30 bays and a design that’s all
about the customer. If you’re in Atlanta
or anywhere they do business, check
them out.
I could not get an answer to the
question of price other than it will be
competitive. If you want a truck that
looks fierce with retro styling and
modern amenities and aerodynamics,
you’ll want to take a closer look at the
new Mack Anthem. LL

and picture the quintessential dump
truck – this Mack is it. A partial load of
gravel kept us hugging the road instead
of bouncing.
When we pulled into the Love’s
Travel Stop in Raphine, Va., the Mack
trucks were swarmed by drivers eager
to get a closer look at the trucks. Each
one was somebody’s favorite.
I spent the rest of the afternoon
riding and driving in the Anthem
pulling a 53-inch van powered by a
turbo compounding the MP 8 with
445 hp and 1860 lb-ft torque. We were
grossing around 77,500. In economy
mode, we didn’t set the world on fire
going up the hills, but in performance
mode we made better time on the hills
while sacrificing a little bit of fuel
economy. LL

TruckMiles

¨

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” Ð Lorne Daigle

● Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
● Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
● Driver expense tracking
● Full color maps
● Multiple stop and location
entries
● Proﬁt margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax
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Sleek and
smooth
The new Volvo VNL is sleek and
aerodynamic, and its ride down
the road is just as smooth
By Suzanne Stempinski, contributing field editor

T
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Suzanne Stempinski gets ready to take the new Volvo VNL out for a
test drive.

optional upper bunk.
The high roof VNL 860 offers a 77-inch stand up
sleeper with a 42-inch by 80-inch lower bunk with
a pocketed coil spring mattress that just might be
more comfortable than the bed you left at home. The
refrigerator is bigger than a standard dorm-size unit and
there’s room for a good-sized microwave. The window
shades are recessed and close with a click. The skylight
window is optional. At your fingertips, controls are now
mounted on the back wall of the sleeper. Not only can
you adjust temperature and stereo volume – you can
lock or unlock the cab doors from the bunk.
Next up, take it for a spin.
Now standard is the Volvo Active Driver Assist,
integrated with Bendix Wingman Fusion. There’s a
camera in the middle of the truck and radar in the
front. It enables the truck to identify slower vehicles
and identify what’s ahead of the truck so the driver can
be alerted. It combines seamlessly with the collision
warning and mitigation system.
There are a lot of thoughtfully designed little things
that add up to a big win. But for me, the most notable
improvement was the feature I had to climb out of the
cab to see. There’s a front stabilizer bar that gives the
truck a ride so smooth I could almost forget about the
bumps. You can drive it one-handed (not recommended

Photos courtesy of Suzanne Stempinski

he truck you drive should be one that works
for you, offering you reliable performance,
easy operation, the opportunity to manage your
business from the driver’s seat, along with comfort
behind the wheel as well as the chance to get rest when
you need it. That’s a tall order. Or is it?
I had the chance to get up close and personal with the
new Volvo VNL 860 recently. It delivered in a big way.
Sleek aerodynamic styling is a hallmark of the Volvo
brand. The hood slope is designed to maximize the
airflow up and over the top, minimizing wind resistance.
There’s a new body, new front bumper and new sculpted
fairings that were designed to include a DEF access door
(not just an opening). Air deflectors have been extended
to fit under the bottom of the fairings to improve crosswind aerodynamics.
The lighting is all LED, inside and out. The headlights
are the only ones in the industry that have the ability to
defrost themselves. There’s a fan motor in the back of
these lights, and it stops or reverses flow automatically
based on temperature when you’re below freezing.
Inside, the improvements continue. A new steering
wheel with 21 buttons on the spokes keep information
access at your fingertips (it drives like a European sports
car). There are additional power supply outlets and
USB ports on top of the dash, below the dash and in
the sleeper. There is plenty of storage everywhere, and
with the redesigned modular storage options on all VNL
and VNR trucks, you can have your cup holders, tray,
container or dog food bowl exactly where you need it
most. There are removable floor inserts instead of a onepiece mat so you can clean or change them as needed.
Or you can remove them to provide easier access to the
engine cover for serviceability.
Walk back to the rear living space. It’s not just a
sleeper. There’s a new reclining bunk. You can prop
it up and pull a desk out from the wall while you do
paperwork or watch a movie. Or climb a ladder to the
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There are a lot of thoughtfully
designed little things that add
up to a big win.

The interior of the new Volvo VNL has several new features that make
life on the road much more comfortable.

except to prove the point). No pitch, no sway. Just a big
truck headed down the road getting the job done.
This new Volvo VNL offers improved fuel economy
over previous models. A turbo compound engine is
available. Turbo compounding uses waste heat recovery to
raise brake thermal efficiency. That means it can deliver
better fuel economy on the highway. Remember when the
“sweet spot” for engine rpm was around 1,500? Those
days are gone. Today’s engines are aiming closer to 1,000
rpm. For maximum efficiency, look to hit 1,070 rpm at
65 mpg. And watch your money collecting in your pocket
instead of waving goodbye at the pump.
The new Volvo VNL is a business savvy, driver friendly
machine, capable of making your days and nights behind
the wheel profitable and comfortable. If you’re in the
market for a new truck, this is a must-see. LL
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TECH TALK

In-vehicle technology can be as distracting as cellphones, study finds

C

ellphones
have been
the culprit for
distracted driving
over the past
decade, but a new
study suggests
another electronic
that could be a
major problem: in-vehicle technology.
Research conducted by the AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety studied the unintended consequences of the
technology that comes standard in 30 model year 2017
passenger vehicles. The study found that built-in devices
that allow texting, navigation and audio play divert a
driver’s attention away from the road significantly.

Audio, calling, texting and navigation
Four task types were studied: audio entertainment, calling/

dialing, text messaging and navigation.
To no one’s surprise, text messaging was associated with
a significantly higher level of overall demand than calling
or audio entertainment. Text messaging options were
found in 22 of 30 vehicles tested.
However, destination entry for navigation was found to
be the most demanding of the four task types, a task type
found in 12 of 30 vehicles.
Audio entertainment involved the shortest interaction,
followed by calling and dialing at a distant second. Texting
and navigation ate up the most interaction time.

Location of in-vehicle technology matters
Researchers also looked into exactly where the in-vehicle
infotainment systems were situated inside the vehicle.
Center stack, center console and auditory vocal were the
three options available in the 30 vehicles tested.
Center stacks are in the center of the dash to the right
of the driver and often include a touch-screen interface to
support visual/manual interactions.
Surprisingly, interactions using a center stack device
were significantly less demanding than auditory vocal
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By Tyson Fisher,
staff writer

interactions. In fact, auditory vocal interactions took
significantly longer than any other interaction. Center
console interactions were found to be the most demanding.
Results discovered that using the touch screen on the
center stack was the least demanding way to send a text
message. Using voice commands, on the other hand,
ended up being the most demanding interaction mode for
texting. This may be due to the inefficiency of voice-totext technology.

Some vehicles are worse than others
Seven of the 30 vehicles received an overall rating
significantly below the base level for high demand,
which suggests only a moderate level of overall demand.
However, 12 of the 30 vehicles received a very high
overall demand score.
Of the 12 vehicles with very high overall demand,
83 percent offered destination entry for navigation while
the vehicle was in motion.
One example cited was with the Tesla Model S 75. The
Model S allows internet use on a 17-inch LCD touch
screen, enabling drivers to perform a variety of tasks not
related to driving, such as composing Facebook posts.
This feature was not included in the scoring, which would
likely have increased the Model S score.

Perception vs. reality
Study after study reveals that everyone believes their
driving skills are superior to most. This display of
overconfidence also applies to people’s perception of their
time spent interacting with in-vehicle technology.
Self-reported ratings of the demand for the navigation
task were the same as the audio entertainment task.
However, the data revealed that navigating was far
more demanding than audio entertainment, suggesting
people perceived themselves to demand less attention to
navigation than they actually did.
The deviation between perceived demand and the actual
demand highlights the issue of motorists self-regulating
their behavior. Drivers may not feel compelled to correct
distracting behavior if they do not feel there is much
distraction occurring.
“Our objective assessment suggests that many of
these (in-vehicle infotainment system) features are too
distracting to be enabled while the vehicle is in motion,”
researchers said. “This is troublesome because motorists
may assume that features that are enabled when they are
driving are safe and easy to use. Greater consideration
should be given to what interactions should be available
to the driver when the vehicle is in motion rather than
to what (in-vehicle infotainment system) features and
functions could be available to motorists.” LL
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TRUCK SHOW

NACV – North American Commercial Vehicle Show
The inaugural NACV in Atlanta focused
primarily on fleets, but full of industry news for all

The first North American Commercial Vehicle Show is
a new concept commercial vehicle industry trade show
focused on truck and trailer manufacturers and commercial
vehicle parts and components suppliers. It featured 439
exhibitors covering 370,000 square feet of exhibit space.
The show was Sept. 25-28 at the Georgia World Congress
Center in Atlanta.
It was a show that
focused primarily
on fleet operations,
catering to the folks
who hold the purse
strings – big decision makers. The show, called NACV
(pronounced nack-vee), offered plenty of information for
anyone even remotely involved with trucking.
Kicking off the media events on Sunday, Sept. 24, was the
final report from the seven trucks (and eight drivers) who
participated in the 17-day Run on Less Challenge; a
fuel economy test drive. Run on Less delivered an average
of 10.1 miles per gallon saving 2,877 gallons of fuel and
$7,193 against the
national average of
6.4 mpg. It exceeded
their goal of 9 mpg
in a big way. The run
was with real freight
and real trucks and
real drivers. The trucks
were fitted with various
technologies that assist
with improved freight
efficiency, including
6x2s automated
transmissions and
advanced aerodynamics.
Participating fleets
included Albert
Transport (with OOIDA
Senior Member
Henry Albert at the
wheel), PepsiCo’s
Frito-Lay Division,
Henry Albert
Hirschbach, Mesilla
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Valley Transportation, Nussbaum Transportation, Ploger
Transportation, and US Xpress. Albert, the only owneroperator in the group, drove his 2018 Freightliner
Cascadia Aero Xi with Detroit DD15 400 hp engine and
Detroit DT 12 AMT transmission.
The roadshow was led by the Trucking Efficiency
Operation of the North American Council on Freight
Efficiency and Carbon War Room. Shell and PepsiCo
were the title sponsors. For more information check out
RunOnLess.com
There’s always something to report from Daimler. Their
brands, Freightliner, Detroit and Western Star, are getting
the job done in style. Freightliner introduced its new
Cascadia model featuring mid-roof cab configurations
for regional overnight
haulers and segments
such as bulk haul and
flat beds. Detroit’s
DT12 is the preferred
automated manual
transmission on the
market with a 95
percent take rate in new
Freightliners coming onto the road today. And Western
Star continues to hold its edge in the vocation markets
with serious trucks for serious jobs (including the job
being done by our own Jon Osburn as he runs up and
down the road pulling the Spirit of American Trucker
trailer).
Volvo highlighted its recently released
VNR and VNL trucks (see Page 64
for Contributing Field Editor
Suzanne Stempinski’s write-up
of her test drive).

And at Mack Trucks, the 10-Mack convoy was on
display at its final destination in the Georgia World
Congress Center (Suzanne piloted one of the trucks down
to Atlanta for the show. Her report is on Page 62).

Photos courtesy of manufacturers

By Suzanne Stempinksi, Greg Grisolano and
Sandi Soendker, Land Line staff
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Navistar’s International Trucks brand launched the
International HV Series. HV Series is the first severe
service truck available with the International A26 12.4L big
bore engine and designed to deliver power, refined driverfeatures, and impressive reliability for a range of vocational
applications. The HV Series combines significant uptime
enhancements
with DriverFirst
features and
advanced
integration
options for
body builders.
Navistar also
announced
a number
of industry-leading advancements to its OnCommand
Connection platform, including OnCommand Connection
Live Action Plans, a feature that is expected to predict when
a part is going to fail before it actually does. If that part is
still covered under an existing warranty, International will
replace the part at no cost to the owner in order to avoid a
failure while on the road.
Suzanne also will be test driving the new Internationals
and reporting in an upcoming issue. Stay tuned.
In addition, Navistar and Volkswagen executives
announced a joint venture that includes an integrated
powertrain for the North American market, as well as
projects related to connected vehicles and a plan to
introduce an electric truck by the end of 2019.
WABCO displayed its lightest and highestperforming single-piston air disc brakes,
the Maxxus and Maxx22T for trailers,
along with a suite of pioneering
collision mitigation systems as part of
its OnGuard safety systems.
Bendix announced its new
BA232R brake linings, an
aftermarket product for 23K
applications such as heavy line haul, heavy
pick-up and delivery, severe duty and refuse. In tests, the
product provided an average stopping distance of 235
feet, well below the reduced stopping distance regulation
requirement of 250 feet.
It wasn’t just OEMs getting in on the product reveal
action, however. Several other trucking-centric brands
unveiled new products or services during the show.
Goodyear Tires debuted its new low rolling resistance
tires – the Endurance LHD – a long-haul drive tire expected
to cover plenty of ground before having to be replaced.
NOVEMBER 2017

The tire is SmartWay-verified and features a new
tread compound that delivers fuel efficiency and
long life. It also has a new sidewall compound to
reduce rolling resistance and a steel belt package
that provides casing toughness, per Goodyear. The
new tire is expected to be available in all sizes by
January.
Michelin Tires also rolled out its newest tires,
along with a guarantee that the new XDA
Energy+ drive tires would generate more than
$400 in fuel savings annually versus a leading
competitor. The ultralow rolling resistance tires
are SmartWay and CARB certified. The tires
also come with a seven-year, 700,000-mile,
three retread guarantee.
In terms of new services, PrePass rolled out
its new INFORM tolling data analytics system
to help drivers and fleets manage their toll route
information. The service is available for free to PrePass

Plus customers. INFORM allows customers to view their
PrePass Plus toll transactions so they can analyze, manage
and receive user-defined alerts on tolling activity to
improve their efficiency.
Another driver-focused enhancement came from
FlowBelow, which announced a new “quick-release”
fairing option for its Tractor AeroKit system. The new
mounting system allows drivers to remove the fairings
easily in seconds,
and without tools,
providing more
accessibility for tire
chain installations
and other scenarios.
When coupled
with wheel covers,
the fairings have
demonstrated fuel
savings of 2.23
percent. The Tractor AeroKit is available as an option or
standard equipment through all Freightliner, Kenworth and
Peterbilt dealers nationwide. LL
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Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway to own majority stake of Pilot Flying J
By Land Line staff

Pilot Flying J has recently inked a
deal for a dramatic shift of ownership
in the coming years. Warren Buffett’s
Berkshire Hathaway will acquire
nearly 40 percent of PFJ stake. In
2023, Berkshire will own a majority
stake, transferring power from the
hands of the Haslam family.
According to a news release,
Berkshire’s initial minority
investment of 38.6 percent will allow
the Haslams to continue to own a
majority 50.1 percent of PFJ, with
Jimmy Haslam remaining chief
executive officer. Management
team, president and headquarters in
Knoxville, Tenn., also will remain.
The Haslams’ 50.1 percent
ownership and PFJ Management’s

11.3 percent will stay intact until
2023. Berkshire will acquire an
additional 41.4 percent in 2023,
giving Buffett’s holding company
an 80 percent majority stake. After
2023, the Haslams will maintain
20 percent ownership and remain
involved with PFJ.
“Given the impeccable reputation
of Warren Buffett’s Berkshire
Hathaway, and our shared vision and
values, we decided this was an ideal
opportunity,” Jimmy Haslam said in
a statement. “As a family business
that has evolved and prospered over
the last six decades, we knew that
any potential partner would need to
share our commitment and have a
proven track record as a long-term
investor.”
Pilot Flying J is the largest

operator of travel centers in
North America with more than
750 locations in 43 states and six
Canadian provinces, according to its
website. The company employs more
than 26,000 people.
James A. “Jim” Haslam II opened
the first Pilot on Nov. 20, 1958, in
Gate City, Va. Within 10 years, Pilot
had 21 locations in the Tennessee,
Kentucky and Virginia region. James
A. “Jimmy” Haslam III joined
Pilot’s board in 1975 at the age of
20. Jimmy Haslam was named CEO
in 1996 after the company grew
to nearly 150 locations with more
than 5,000 employees. Pilot Travel
Centers and Flying J merged in 2010,
creating Pilot Travel Centers LLC,
which is known as Pilot Flying J. LL
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Federal judge denies motion
to dismiss Rand McNally’s
defamation claim
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A federal court judge denied a fledgling electronic
logging device company’s argument that posting
statements alleging Rand McNally was going bankrupt
didn’t constitute defamation.
In September, Judge Harry Leinenweber for the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District of Illinois denied
One20’s motion to dismiss Rand McNally’s defamation
lawsuit regarding the claims of bankruptcy but granted
the motion to dismiss in regards to One20’s remaining
advertisements.
Rand McNally filed a lawsuit in February that
accused One20 of trying to make customers believe
the longtime company was going bankrupt. The two
companies are competitors in the heavy-duty trucking
market as they both provide GPS navigation and ELDs.
One20, which is based in Minneapolis, began an
advertising campaign for its “Trade-Up Program” in
January. Under this program, a truck driver who bought
one of One20’s tablets and turned in his old Rand
McNally device would receive a $100 Visa gift card.
Some of the advertisements posted on the One20
website included a photo of a Rand McNally device
with the header “Is your nav provider going bankrupt?
Don’t get stuck without a warranty!”
“The gist of the statements in (multiple exhibits)
is that Rand McNally is going bankrupt and that
its customers will be stuck with products without
warranties,” the court wrote.
One20 argued that the statements highlighted
in Rand McNally’s complaint didn’t meet the
requirements of defamation per se. Specifically, One20
cited a pair of cases that ruled “a false accusation of
bankruptcy is not so obviously and materially harmful
to a plaintiff that (its) injury may be presumed.”
Judge Leinenweber contended that One20’s cited
cases didn’t entirely apply.
However, the court ruled to throw out the remaining
advertisements that mentioned Rand McNally but
didn’t say the company was going bankrupt.
“The remaining advertisements that refer to One20
as having ‘your best interests in mind’ and to the
Rand McNally product as ‘outdated,’ ‘junk’ and ‘can’t
connect to favorite apps’ are mere statements of
opinion and rhetorical hyperbole protected by the First
Amendment,” the court wrote. LL
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TRUCKING ESSENTIALS

Changing the
oil changing
game
The new category of engine
oils has revamped the way you
approach oil change intervals

I

f you’ve been holding out to
switching over to the new engine
oils that entered the market
in December 2016, you’ve been
missing out on better fuel economy
and longer drain intervals.
It’s been more than six years
since it was decided that a new
category of heavy-duty engine oil
would be needed to meet everlowering emission and increasing
fuel economy standards set by the
Environmental Protection Agency.
In 2011, engine makers asked for
the development of a new category
of engine oil.
That launched a three-phase
development process: evaluation
of the need for a new category;
development of specs and test
methods for the new category; and
implementation of the new category.
Shell Lubricants Global OEM
Technical Manager Dan Arcy chaired
the new category development team
for the American Petroleum Institute.
API is a national trade organization
that represents all aspects of the U.S.
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oil and gas industries. API, in that
capacity, takes on the responsibility
of bringing all stakeholders – which
include all engine makers and oil
producers – together to develop
industry standards for engine oil
categories.
During that time, testing standards
were established to put the new oil
formulations to the test. The tests are
grueling, and the constant monitoring
checks on everything, including the
thickening of oil over time; how it
handles soot and other contaminants;
and if it starts to foam up and break
down.
Arcy said while improved fuel
economy is the ultimate goal, in
addition to protecting the engine,
there isn’t a test for that. However,
it is generally understood that going
to a lower viscosity oil will improve
fuel. He said with ongoing field
tests, depending on the oil you are
switching from, gains anywhere from
0.5 percent to more than 3 percent is
not out of the realm of possibility.
Normally, when a new oil
category is introduced, one oil type
is developed. This time around, the

category was split into two standards.
Those two new oils hit the shelves in
December 2016.
The new category has two
standards, CK-4 and FA-1. The CK-4
standard is 100 percent backward
compatible with the 2016 engines
and older. The FA-4 could still likely
have limited backward compatibility.
Throughout the first three quarters
of 2017, the details began to shake
out about what oils needed to go into
what engines and how long could
truckers go between oil changes?
As of September, all on-highway
Class 8 original equipment providers
recommend CK-4 for use in their
engines. Cummins is the lone engine
maker to recommend FA-4, and
that’s only in its model year 2017
X15 engines.
Because of the advancements in
the oil chemistry, the new oils also
are extending drain intervals beyond
what previous oil classifications
recommended drains – without the
use of bypass filters, etc.
All engine makers agree that drain
intervals can be extended. Those
intervals increased anywhere from
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By Jami Jones, managing editor
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CK-4 OEM recommended
drain intervals
Cummins – 50,000 miles, up from 40,000
Volvo/Mack – 55,000 miles, up from 45,000
Navistar – 60,000 miles up, from 45,000
Paccar – 75,000 miles up, from 60,000
Detroit – 75,000 miles up, from 50,000

10,000 miles to up to 25,000 miles,
according to Arcy. Cummins, Volvo
and Mack recommend the smallest
increase, going from 40,000 miles
to 50,000 miles. Detroit Diesel
recommended the biggest extension
in drain intervals, going from
50,000 miles up to 75,000 miles.
“There are caveats out there,”
Arcy cautioned, but he said the
overall extended drain intervals
are credited to oxidation stability
development.

“Since 2006 we’re not seeing
the buildup of strong acids in the
oil anymore. However, oxidation
remains in normal trend levels and
oil testing should focus more now
on oxidation and less on TBN/TAN
levels.”
– Matthew Urbanak, heavy-duty engine
oil project leader for Shell Rotella

“The oil becomes acidic and
thickens during the oxidation
process. Either of those trigger the
need for a change,” Arcy said.
Savvy truck owners who have
extended drain intervals beyond
even the oil and engine makers
recommendations know that oil
testing is key. However, with
the development of the new oil
standards, the traditional red flags
are no longer as reliable.
Matthew Urbanak, heavy-

duty engine oil project leader
for Shell Rotella, said that, with
the aggressive laboratory and
field testing used during the
development of the oil categories,
results of oil testing have shifted.
Shell specifically has more than
60 million miles of testing on CK-4
and more than 50 million miles of
testing on the FA-4 formulations.
Frequent testing throughout shows
some new trends, he said.
Soot levels are decreasing, lead
levels are decreasing, and oil
consumption is decreasing. Most
interestingly, is the tried-and-true
total base number (TBN) and total
acid number (TAN) graphing is no
longer as useful as it once was.
If you never really understood
how to read the TBN/TAN graph,
you won’t have to worry about it
much anymore if you’re running
the new engine oils.
“Since 2006 we’re not seeing
the buildup of strong acids in the
oil anymore,” Urbanek explained.
“However, oxidation remains
in normal trend levels, and oil
testing should focus more now on
oxidation and less on TBN/TAN
levels.”
So, if you’re extending drain
intervals beyond the OEM
recommended intervals, Urbanek
says you will need to make sure
that you’re not waiting too long
because those TBN/TAN levels
just aren’t the key to oil breakdown
they once were. LL
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Shell Rotella rolls out one-size-fits-all oil
for trucks, passenger vehicles
By Jami Jones, managing editor

For years using an oil formulated for your heavy-duty
truck in your personal cars wasn’t the best idea. But
those days have ended with the introduction of Shell
Rotella T6 5W-30 MV.
The new oil was introduced by Jason Brown, Shell
Rotella technical manager of heavy-duty engine oil,
in mid-September at a media event in Goleta, Calif.
Brown explained that normal heavy-duty engine

Truckers opting for the
lighter weight Rotella
T6 5W-30 for fuel
economy will no longer
be forced to buy a
second passenger
car-specific oil for
their personal vehicles.
oils and passenger car motor oils are relatively the
same. They have the same base oil and the same
viscosity modifiers. Performance additives are where
they begin to vary widely.
In the trek to develop a one-size-fits-all oil, Shell’s
development team had to acknowledge part of the
challenge has been the oil weight differences between
the two vehicles. The average heavy-duty engine
oil used in trucks is 15W-40 and passenger cars is
5W-40.
Part of that trend had to do with options for heavyduty trucks and prevailing misconceptions. However,
with the evolution of lower viscosity heavy-duty
engine oils and a push toward lower viscosity oils
with equivalent and even better engine protection,
those hurdles began to fall.
Enter the Environmental Protection Agency’s new
greenhouse gas regulations, known as GHG Phase 1,
in the industry. Engine makers were required to lower
emissions even further while also increasing fuel
mileage. That meant everything, including the oil,
would need to evolve. Inevitably, lower viscosity oils
were going to be part of the solution.
The American Petroleum Institute established a new
category of engine oils, and the oil makers went to
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work to meet the standards. Because of the unique
demands of older engines and engines of the future,
a split category was established. That resulted in two
new types of engine oils, CK-4 and FA-4. Basically,
CK-4 oils are backward compatible with all trucks on
the road, and FA-4 is designed for new engines going
forward.
Shell rolled out its CK-4 Rotella T6 5W-30 in
December 2016 as part of the new lineup of engine
oils. In addition to meeting the new standards for
heavy-duty engines, it also cracked the door further
open to an oil that could be used in passenger cars.
A second significant hurdle that oil makers faced
was the amount of phosphorus allowed in the
different oils. Heavy-duty engine oils were allowed
1,200 parts per million while passenger car oils only
allowed 800 parts per million.
Before December 2016, heavy-duty engine oils also
could license under the American Petroleum Institute
standards for passenger cars with a waiver. That
allowed them to keep the higher phosphorus content
in the passenger car oil.
While running a heavy-duty engine oil in your
passenger car engines would not cause an immediate
catastrophic engine failure, it posed a long-term threat
to catalytic converters. The higher phosphorus content
could eventually poison the catalytic converter over
time, leading to an expensive replacement.
When the new API standard went into effect in
December 2016, that waiver was eliminated for
XW-30 oils. That meant if manufacturers of a heavyduty engine oil, say Shell’s 5W-30, wanted it to be
licensed for passenger cars as well, it would have to
drop that phosphorus level to 800 parts per million.
To reduce the levels, Shell engineers turned to the
final component of engine oils – the additives. The
previous requirements and needs had the formulation
of additives different for diesel and gasoline engine
oils. The engineers were able to unlock the matrix
of additives to fit the unique needs of the different
engines with one oil – the Rotella T6 5W-30 MV.
That means truckers opting for the lighter weight
Rotella T6 5W-30 for fuel economy will no longer be
forced to buy a second passenger car-specific oil for
their personal vehicles.
The new T6 5W-30 MV (multivehicle) became
available this fall at retailers such as NAPA,
O’Reillys and Wal-Mart. LL
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Love’s Travel Stops acquires Speedco truck lube and tires service
By Land Line staff

Love’s Travel Stops has acquired
Speedco from Bridgestone Americas,
according to a news release.
Speedco is a national network of
service locations that provides quick
lube and inspection services to the
trucking industry.
Pending regulatory approvals
and other closing conditions, the
acquisition will add 52 trucking
services and lube locations to Love’s
network. When all is said and done,
Oklahoma City-based Love’s will have
323 tire service and lube facilities.
“The Speedco organization shares
our commitment to providing reliable,
high-quality and convenient services
to truck drivers and fleets across the
country,” said Tom Love, founder and
executive chairman for Love’s Travel
Stops & Country Stores. “The addition

of the Speedco locations to Love’s
is an important step in continuing
to provide the highest standard of
service to the trucking industry.”
According to its website, Nashville,
Tenn.-based Speedco has locations
all across the map, spanning from
Aurora, Ore., to Harrisburg, Pa.
Services offered include tires, lube,

oil analysis, battery, federal annual
inspections, repairs, trailer lighting
and trailer patching.
Speedco and Love’s will operate as
separate companies as the two get
closer to signing a closure deal. Until
then, Speedco will conduct business
as usual. Currently, Speedco locations
are open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. on the weekends.
For locations, visit Speedco.
com. More information about Love’s
locations can be found at Loves.com.
“Speedco is a strong commercial
retail service business, and Love’s
is the right partner to build on
Speedco’s success and ensure a
great future for Speedco employees,”
said Bill Thompson, chief operating
officer of Bridgestone Americas.
“We are excited to continue our
Continued on Page 79

Circle No. 90 on Response Card
NOVEMBER 2017

LAND LINE 75

MAINTENANCEQ&A
Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Improving fuel economy on the cheap

Q

I own a 2011 Freightliner that I bought in 2015
with almost 500,000 miles on it. It has a bit over
730,000 now. I read that new trucks get almost 10 mpg.
The best I get is between 6.5 and 7 mpg. I can’t afford a
new truck for at least ﬁve more years. What can I do to
my truck that is reasonably cheap that will increase my
fuel mileage? I pull a variety of company trailers, so I
care only about the tractor.

A

There are things you can do to save on fuel,
reduce maintenance costs or both without
spending a fortune up-front. Let’s look at aerodynamics,
lubrication, tires and maintenance. Keep in mind that by
keeping cash outlay down, you’ll be getting results in line
with costs. You’ll be spending a little and getting a little.
If you can spend more, you’ll get more.

Preventive maintenance means
keeping things working as they were
designed to, so you prevent costly
failures and performance loss.

Turbulent air gathers inside deep-set tandem wheels. A
number of companies make flush-fitting wheel cover discs
to keep air flowing over the wheels rather than into the
cavities. RealWheels Corp. makes both stainless steel and
clear plastic covers. Both have fittings for air hoses, but
the clear ones allow you to inspect the hubs and wheels
without disassembly. RealWheels also sells valve caps that
flash red if air pressure drops 8 pounds per square inch
from the preset value.
FlowBelow makes a full tandem fairing kit that improves
under-tractor aerodynamics. It is more costly, but it
includes wheel covers that can be bought separately.

Oil and lubrication
New oils, CK-4 and FA-4 became available late last year.
FA-4 is for new trucks. CK-4 is designed to be backward
compatible, to replace all older oils. It has advanced
features that allow lighter viscosity oil (10W-30 vs. 15W40) to be used. That puts less internal drag on engines,
improving fuel mileage. If you have been using mineral
(nonsynthetic) oil in your engine or drivetrain, pure
synthetic will save even more fuel.

Additives
Aerodynamics

The first thing you can do will cost you nothing, and the
results you’ll get will depend on what you’re doing now.
Keep the trailer as closely coupled to your tractor as is
practical. Your Freightliner has pretty good aerodynamics
to start with. By keeping the trailer close, you help the
tractor overcome the poor aerodynamics of the trailers. If
that’s not practical, consider cab extenders for the tractor. If
the trailer can’t come to the tractor, have the tractor reach
out to the trailer.
There are a few makers of vented mud flaps on the
market but only one that I know of is SmartWay-verified
and approved to meet EPA’s greenhouse gas regulations.
Eco Flaps is about as inexpensive of a device as you can
get. Since you have to run splashguards anyway, all you’ll
be paying is a slight premium, and they’re warrantied for
two years. Rather than acting like an air dam behind your
tandems, they let air through while channeling water to the
ground. In SAE/TMC tests, they consistently average 1
percent improved fuel economy.
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The jury is still out on additives, primarily because those
that claim to improve fuel mileage have not had SAE/
TMC tests done. In fuel, additives can clean injector tips,
allowing them to maintain as-designed spray patterns so
fuel economy and power do not deteriorate. They also can
manage wax, water and other contaminants and promote
fuel system life. However, because of the lack of testing,
we cannot put a quantified number on how much they
improve fuel economy.
Major oil refiners claim that their oils are balanced to
provide all the important performance properties that
engines need and additives adversely affect that balance.
On the other hand, successful additive makers like Lucas
and Howes claim their products improve the features and
benefits of commercial oils. A new type of oil additive
does not alter oil but uses it as a carrier to get their product
to engines’ metal parts to improve wear and friction of
the metals. So far, DSX Equipment Technologies has the
only such product to demonstrate more than 6 percent fuel
economy improvement in SAE/TMC tests done at Auburn
University.
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Tires
Tires play a huge role in achieving fuel economy. While
not inexpensive, tires do have to be replaced regularly,
so the upgrade to a low rolling resistance tire is just an
incremental cost. Look for a SmartWay approval. For
further savings, fuel-efficient retreads are now being
made using more efficient tread designs and compounds.
Another way to improve tire life and fuel economy
is tire maintenance. While the ideal would be to gauge
and adjust tire pressures for each varying load, it’s more
reasonable to set tire pressure for your heaviest regular
load. Most often that would be 90 PSI for drives and 110
for steers. Then you can check air pressure once a week.
To do it quicker, use flow-through valve caps made for
trucks. They are metal and have double seals. They save
about half the time to gauge tires. I found Alligator-brand
valve caps from Germany work very well. Avoid plastic
caps made for cars.
While checking pressures, also check treads and
shoulders. By detecting uneven or irregular wear patterns
early, you can correct pending problems before they
become serious. When wheels are out of alignment, you
have to drag them sideways as you roll forward. That
takes energy that comes from fuel, so you’ll improve fuel
mileage and help tires last longer.
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Maintenance
Preventive maintenance means keeping things working
as they were designed to, so you prevent costly failures
and performance loss. It’s why some trucks fail early and
some seem to run forever. Saving fuel, lowering costs
and holding value are all ways to save money, and that’s
the real objective. LL

DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.

12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499
GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, next to Pilot Travel Center

ELOY, AZ • 502-836-2386
I-10, Exit 200, across from Love’s Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
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TAXTIPS
Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

IRA and pension contribution

Q

I have some extra money
set aside and have made my
estimated tax payments. Should I
wait until tax time to make my IRA
contribution?

A

Make your IRA contributions
now. Don’t delay making
contributions. Deposit the full
amounts now and start earning taxdeferred income sooner.

Many owner-operators
and tax preparers
think that income
lost as a result of
deadhead miles is a
deductible item. This
is not the case.
For the 2017 tax year, you
can contribute up to $5,500 to a
deductible IRA or nondeductible
Roth IRA (up to $6,500 if you are
age 50 or older by year-end). You
also can do the same amounts for
your spouse, called a spousal IRA.
If you have your own business and
do not have a pension plan and you
would like to contribute more than
the IRA allows, consider opening a
sole or one-person 401(k) plan. If
you have no full-time employees
with the exception of your spouse,
you are eligible for an owneronly 401(k) regardless of whether
you operate as a sole proprietor,
a partnership, a corporation or a
limited liability company. Multiple
owners also qualify. The plan offers
the advantage over traditional
retirement programs for the selfemployed by enabling you to put
78 LAND LINE

more money toward your retirement.

Q

If I move in with a man to
whom I’m not married and
contribute to the mortgage payments
on his house, can I deduct the share
of the mortgage interest I pay?

A

To be able to deduct
mortgage interest, you must
be legally obligated to pay the
mortgage. Unless your name is on
the mortgage, usually the answer is
no.

Q

I’m keeping track of my
deadhead miles so at tax
time I can deduct my lost income. Is
this correct?

A

A common misconception
concerns deadhead miles.
There are many owner-operators and
tax preparers who think that income
lost as a result of deadhead miles is a
deductible item. That is not the case.
Only the cost to operate the truck
(i.e. fuel, repairs and maintenance)
covering those deadhead miles is
deductible. Additionally many
truckers often ask whether doing
their own maintenance is a
deduction. You cannot deduct your
time for working on the equipment.
Even though you’re not able to
deduct your time, the benefit is that
you are saving the cost of having
someone else do the work.

Q

May I deduct my home
improvements and repairs to
my home?

A

No, home improvements can
add to the value of your
home and prolong its useful life, but
the cost of improvements are added
to the basis of your property.
Examples of improvements include
putting a recreation room in your
unfinished basement, adding another
bathroom or bedroom, putting up a
fence, putting in new plumbing or
wiring, putting on a new roof, or
paving your driveway. Repairs done
to maintain your home in good
condition do not add to its value or
prolong its life, and therefore you do
not add the cost to the basis of your
property. Some examples of repairs
include repainting, new carpeting and
fixing rain gutters.
You can get a solar energy credit
up to 30 percent of the cost of
qualifying improvements off your
federal income tax return. You need
to make sure the equipment qualifies
for the credit before you purchase
and install.

Q

I do not keep receipts for
some of the less expensive
business items I use on a regular
basis, such as miscellaneous
maintenance or repairs. I usually
estimate additional amounts. Is this
OK?

A

Yes, but there must be
sufficient evidence to satisfy
without a doubt that an amount was
incurred for the stated purpose. You
would have to apply the “Cohan
Rule.” Under the Cohan Rule, a
taxpayer may use estimates when an
exact amount could not be
determined. If the taxpayer can make
a reasonable evidentiary basis for the
NOVEMBER 2017

Love’s Travel Stops acquires
Speedco truck lube and tires
service
From Page 75

deduction, it is allowed. However,
we recommend you keep all receipts
and make any purchases using your
debit or credit card. LL
This article has been presented by PBS
Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a company
which has been providing income tax
and bookkeeping services to the trucking
industry for over a quarter century. If you
would like further information, please
contact us at 800-697-5153. Visit our
website at PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is different.
This article does not give and is not
intended to give specific accounting and/
or tax advice. Please consult with your own
tax or accounting professional.

relationship with Love’s as a
valued partner in the strong
Bridgestone distribution network.”
For more than 25 years,
Speedco has focused on
providing the trucking industry
with high-speed preventative
maintenance services, becoming
a leader in lube services at
highway locations across the
United States. Since 2007,
Speedco has operated as
a subsidiary of Bridgestone
Americas, a leading provider
of best-in-class tire and rubber
products and services around the
world. LL

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
Income Tax Preparation
Bookkeeping Services
Quarterly Estimated Taxes
Financial Statements
Corporate and LLC formations
Non-ﬁlers
Delinquent income tax returns
IRS collection problems

Smiles all around.

KEEP MORE OF WHAT YOU EARN
AND LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

only

159

$

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Here’s simple advice:
When you hire a lawyer …
In this issue of Land Line we’re
offering some simple advice
to anyone who has ever hired
a lawyer. When you pay for a
lawyer’s professional help, let your
lawyer do the work.

Communicating with the
court is your lawyer’s job,
so let her do it to ensure
that all communication
with the court can be
documented.
We understand that when you
need to hire a lawyer you are likely
facing a problem that’s stressful to
you and that creates anxiety.
As a client, you will want to make
reasonable check-ins to stay in
touch with your attorney, but you
shouldn’t try to do the lawyer’s job
or make procedural decisions on
your own.
Good lawyers have all of their
cases organized on a calendar so
they know when and where they
need to be to handle their caseload.

Q.

I hired a lawyer yesterday,
right after I got a ticket, but
she hasn’t returned any of my six
phone calls I made today. When
I didn’t hear from my lawyer, I
called the court, and they said they
couldn’t find my ticket and they
haven’t heard from my lawyer
at all. Should I just go to court
myself in two weeks to make sure
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everything’s OK? What should I
do?

A

First, you only received
your ticket yesterday, and
the most probable reason the clerk
can’t find it is because the officer
hasn’t had time to turn your ticket
in to the court. Usually, it takes
seven to 10 business days for a
citing officer to physically submit a
traffic ticket to a court.
Second, you have a lawyer so
do not call the court on your own.
Your lawyer will make contact with
the court before the response date
listed on the bottom of your ticket.
Communicating with the court is
your lawyer’s job, so let her do it to
ensure that all communications with
the court can be documented.
Third, don’t panic if you can’t
reach your lawyer every time you
call. Your lawyer accepted your
case and knows the consequences
for failing to represent you to the
best of her abilities. You should
simply leave a message for your
lawyer to call you back or, even
better, ask if you can schedule a
telephone appointment so you have
an exact time to call.

Q.

I hired a lawyer to help me
with a traffic case and he
told me that he would appear in
court for me. However, I decided
that I better go to court on the
date listed on the bottom of my
ticket just to make sure. I never
told my lawyer that I was going to

court, but when I went to court,
my lawyer never showed up, and
the judge told me to talk with the
district attorney about my case.
When I met with the DA, she
told me that she would dismiss my
case. After I left court, I called
my lawyer and told him what
happened and asked for my legal
fees back, because I did all the
work myself. My lawyer mailed me
copies of his entry of appearance,
request for continuance, and order
that he drafted on my behalf that
was submitted to the court six days
before my court date.
Why didn’t the judge tell me my
attorney was already working with
the DA to have my case dismissed
before I went to court? Why didn’t
the DA tell me my lawyer had
already talked to them about my
case? Now, my lawyer gave me
copies of all the paperwork he
filed on my behalf as proof that he
did a lot of work on the case and
that he doesn’t have any legal fee
monies left to refund me. Also, my
lawyer is upset that I went to court
without letting him know first.
What should I do?

A

When you took it on
yourself to appear in court
without discussing the same with
your lawyer, you undermined all the
work your lawyer had already done
on your behalf. You took the time
and effort to hire a lawyer and
didn’t give him a reasonable chance
to do his job.
Your lawyer had no reason to
NOVEMBER 2017
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Wreaths Across America launches
new sponsorship program
By Land Line staff

appear in court on the date listed on
your ticket because he had already
contacted the court and requested a
continuance.
Also, your lawyer had already
taken the time to contact the DA
before you spoke with the DA.
From what you told us, your lawyer
did everything he was supposed to
do in your case, and from what you
told us no refund of fees would be
owed to you. LL
Send any questions or comments regarding
transportation law to: Jeff McConnell
and James Mennella, Road Law, 3441
W. Memorial, Suite 4, Oklahoma City, OK
73134; call 405-242-2030, fax 888-5888983, or email RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
legal situation is different. Consult with
an attorney for specific advice on your
situation.

Wreaths Across America recently
announced a new sponsorship
opportunity called Rolling
Ambassadors for professional
truck drivers, bikers, police officers
and first
responders.
A nonprofit
organization,
Wreaths
Across
America,
was founded
to continue and expand the
annual wreath-laying ceremony
at Arlington National Cemetery
that was started by Maine
businessman Morrill Worcester in
1992. The organization’s mission
of “Remember, Honor, Teach” is
carried out through wreath-laying
ceremonies in December at Arlington
as well as at thousands of veterans’
cemeteries and other locations in all
50 states.
For a sponsorship of $125, a
Wreaths Across America’s Rolling
Ambassador will sponsor two
Remembrance Wreaths and receive
a package valued at more than
$160. The package includes a

Wreaths Across America sweatshirt,
window cling, embroidered patch,
baseball cap and pin. In addition,
the sponsor’s name will be added
to a social media graphic during the
week of wreaths.
Each holiday season, an Honor
Fleet made up of volunteer drivers
and donated equipment carry loads
of Remembrance Wreaths.
“Every year we have so many
professional drivers, bikers, police
officers and other first responders
asking us how they can get involved,
even if they can’t transport wreaths,”
Wreaths Across America Executive
Director Karen Worcester said in a
news release.
“This program is designed for
these dedicated men and women.
By becoming a Rolling Ambassador
sponsor, Wreaths Across America is
entrusting drivers to proudly wear the
logo and share the importance of
the mission to remember the fallen,
honor those who serve, and teach
our children about the true cost of
freedom.”
For more information about the
Royal Ambassadors program or
National Wreaths Across America
Day on Dec. 16, visit the Wreaths
Across America website. LL

Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
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YOURHEALTH
John McElligott, M.D.

Make yours a ‘Rig Without Cigs’

Q.

My wife and I truck
together. We have decided
that we want to quit smoking. We
know that’s easier said than done.
We’ve tried and we have failed
every time. Can you give us some
tips?

A

As some of you know, I
am the medical director of
the St. Christopher Trucker Relief
Fund, a fund I co-founded with
Dave Nemo years ago. Eighty
percent of the applicants for
medical assistance that I review
are smokers.

Kicking the nicotine
habit is hard (an
understatement) –
especially if you are
a trucker.
No need for me to go into all the
problems you ask for when you
are a smoker. The expense, the
social restrictions, the offensive
smell and stained teeth are only
a few. How cigarettes affect your
health presents the main danger.
Smoking is the leading cause of
preventable death in the world.
Sure it’s an addiction, and
quitting will physically affect
you. In order to successfully
quit, convince yourself that you
are simply going to do it. Ditch
the old “I’ll do it tomorrow”
attitude. It must be now, not later.
Tell yourself you can do it and
it is going to be a life-changing
experience.
In my opinion, the biggest
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Rigs Without Cigs
The St. Christopher Fund
has a program that you can
sign up for that can help. It’s
called Rigs Without Cigs,
and it’s a yearlong tobacco
cessation program for all
semi-truck drivers. It kicked
off at the Great American
Trucking Show in Dallas. The
St. Christopher Fund, along
with some fantastic truckers
(like OOIDA Member Bill
Weaver and Life Member
Idella Hansen), are sponsoring
the program to help truckers
break the nicotine habit.
The program started Sept.
1 and runs through Aug. 31,
2018. Drivers can join the
program at the beginning of
each quarter. There will be a
prize drawing each quarter for
drivers involved and making
progress. There will be one
grand prize drawing for all
drivers that stay involved for
the whole year.

challenge for a trucker is the
“hand to mouth” urge. Most go
to food. This is why most quitters
gain weight fast and never are able
to lose this extra weight. This is a
whole topic for another time.
My recommendation is to get
some tooth picks, sunflower seeds,
sugar-free gum – you get the idea.
Drink lots of water while driving.
Do not chug but sip. When you
do stop and get out of the cab,
walk around a bit and increase
the distance at every stop, even if
it’s just a few yards. The calories
burned will add up and the energy
will consume you as your selfconfidence builds.
It’s fortunate that you have a
good partner so you can support
each other on your way to saving
your own lives.
Once you make it past three
days you will notice a boost in
energy. Most just say, “Wow, I
feel good, and I think I will have
a cigarette!” and unfortunately,
begin smoking at a higher rate
than before. If you fail try and try
again. Remember, you are trying
to save your life. LL

John McElligott, M.D., is a Fellow of
the American College of Physicians.
He is a certified medical examiner
with the FMCSA’s National Registry of
Certified Medical Examiners.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Everyone’s health
situation is different. If you have
questions regarding medical issues,
consult your personal physician.
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St. Christopher Fund vaccine program begins
The St. Christopher Truckers
Fund is continuing its vaccine
voucher program for the
2017-18 season. Free flu
shots will be available for
truckers. The program lasts
through April 30. Vouchers
for free pneumonia and
shingles vaccines are also
now available and will
continue through Sept. 20,
2018.
Drivers can get their
vouchers from the St.
Christopher Fund website or
from OOIDA’s Jon Osburn
on the Association’s tour
truck, The Spirit. Drivers will
have a choice of Kroger, the
Little Clinic or Walgreens
to redeem the vouchers for
a free vaccine. However,
each location has a different
voucher, so the drivers need
to plan on a location before
printing the vouchers. Select

Truck stops show huge support
for trucking customers
By Land Line staff

locations will accept the
vouchers electronically. That
information will be on the St.
Christopher Fund website at
TruckersFund.org.
The vouchers are solely
for semitrailer drivers who
hold a valid CDL. Licenses
will be checked at each
location before the vaccines
are given. If a driver has
insurance, they are asked
to provide that information,
as often the vaccines are
fully covered through
insurance, especially for the
flu vaccine. LL

TA/Petro, Sapp Bros. and Coffee Cup Fuel Stop
locations participated in the 2017 Band Together for
St. Christopher Truckers Relief Fund. This year’s late
summer campaign raised well over a quarter of a
million dollars to benefit truckers and their families
who have suffered financial difficulty because of
medical problems.
Although final accounting has not been
announced, TA/Petro’s unofficial report was
$209,401.94 for all locations plus an additional
$31,908.64 from a golf tournament. Sapp Bros.
raised about $8,000 and the Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
raised approximately $20,000.
All donations go directly to SCF and benefit
drivers.
Travel Centers of America has been supporting
drivers through the SCF since 2010. It is the second
year for Sapp Bros. and Coffee Cup Fuel Stops to
participate.
Professional drivers who are suffering from
financial hardships because of medical problems
can apply to the SCF for help. For more information,
visit TruckersFund.org or call 865-202-9428. LL

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
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Holiday decorations have been on store
shelves for what seems like several months
now, but the holidays are actually just ahead.
Staff Writer Tyson Fisher scanned through
more than 1,000 products to compile a list
of awesome gifts for the professional driver.
See something you like? Dog-ear the page
and maybe leave it laying around so the
Santa in your life can see it.

Bushwick Kitchen Three Knees
spicy gift set
Need a little spice in your life? Try this set of spicy honey,
sriracha and maple syrup. Our Canadian readers will
probably scoff at the idea of the spicy maple syrup,
just like the Kansas City Land Line staff will roll their
eyes at any barbecue product not made in K.C. In that
case, try the Bees Knees Meyer lemon, salted and
spicy honey trio. Probably avoid the coffee, spicy and
gingerbread maple syrup if you’re a syrup purist. Check
out BushwickKitchen.com for more products.

Tough footwear for tough truckers
Inflatable lounger/bed
Having a lawn chair in your cab is convenient, but
limited storage space makes it difficult to justify. The
inflatable air lounger, in the $15 to $30 range, is really
just a giant bag that rolls up into a small package.
Unroll the bag, literally scoop up air, seal the air in and
BAM! You now have a large lounge chair for festivals,
truck shows and many other outdoor uses. When
you’re done, roll it up and throw it in the glove box.
Various manufacturers offer these, and they can be
found at Wal-Mart and Amazon.

© f9photos - Fotolia.com

Truckers are on the road regardless of rain, sleet or
snow, so it would be wise to have shoes that can tough
out the weather like you can. Timberland’s 6-inch
premium waterproof boot ensures your feet stay dry
while providing comfort. They come in about 40 colors,
so even the most fashion-savvy driver will find a perfect
fashion fit. Pair up those boots with some Showers
Pass waterproof socks for added protection.
Boots run from $150 to $290, socks are
about $35. Timberland.com and
ShowerPass.com
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For joggers and hikers
One of the best ways to stay fit as a trucker is to go for a run or
hike in whatever area you find yourself. A major inconvenience is
having your bulky keys
bounce around your
pockets. No more. For
around $50 you can
store your key inside the
Run Lock. Secure the
lock outside the truck
and enjoy your exercise
without getting stabbed
by your keys or worrying
about them falling out.
Go to TheRunLock.com
to order.

FitBit on a ring
Monitoring your health
isn’t an easy task. You have
to remember this and
remember that. Several
companies have made
watches and bracelets
that monitor your health
for you, but maybe you
don’t want to replace your
favorite watch? Enter the
Motiv Ring, which retails for around $200.
This sleek-looking ring measures active minutes, active heart
rate, calories burned, distance travelled, activity types, resting
heart rate, steps and even sleep duration. Unfortunately, the Motiv
Ring is only compatible with iOS, but will be available for Android
devices in the future. Details are at MyMotiv.com.

Keep good food from going bad
Last year, Land Line featured a story called “Good Food Gone
Bad,” which highlighted the importance of proper storage of food.
Essentially, keep that food refrigerated and sealed. Rather than
buying and storing a bunch of plastic baggies, why not use the
Stasher Reusable Silicone
Food Bag? In addition to
being reusable, the food
bag is freezer/microwave/
dishwasher safe and you
can rewrite labels with a
dry-erase marker. Keep
your food safe and the
environment safe for less
than $15 while saving
money over time. Choose
from assorted colors at
StasherBag.com
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Perfect flashlight for unexpected repairs $10
There’s no convenient time for your truck to need a sudden repair, but pulling
over at night for a repair is even more burdensome. How many times have you
fumbled around trying to keep the light trained on the repair? The Cat CT1000
Pocket COB Light is not only small, lightweight and packing 175 lumens of LED
light, but it also has a magnetic base and pocket clip that allows you to attach it
anywhere. Work on the truck at night hands- and worry-free.

Device charger
and escape tool?
After reviewing more
than 1,000 products, a
theme began to emerge:
consolidation. Combining
multiple tools into one saves time, money and
space. They can even be practical, like the
Ztylus Stinger USB Emergency Escape Tool.
You already have a phone charger, but can you
punch through a window or cut a seat belt with
it? Didn’t think so. With this one you can, and
it only costs around $20. Ztylus has that and
other cool stuff at Ztylus.com.

Five-in-one vehicle emergency tool $20
Whether it’s a Class 8 truck or passenger vehicle, keeping tools handy for
emergencies is wise but can take up a lot of space. So when a product
consolidates many tools into one, it’s worth considering. Take the Spare
Me 5-in-1 Rescue Tool for example. This relatively small device,
which runs around $20, can help with extra torque for lug
nuts, snow/mud/debris removal, ice scraping,
lift for tire placement, and traction
when stuck. Find more info at
SpareMeRescueTool.com.

For the old-school
truckers and savvy
youngsters
Nearly everyone has a GPS
device nowadays, but how
accurate are they? We hear a
lot of complaints about this.
When your devices go down
or you just want a tried-andtrue method of navigating the
nation’s roadways, there is only
one product you need: a Rand
McNally Road Atlas. Every trucker
should have one, and depending
on what you buy you can spend
from $10 to $80. So if you know
one who doesn’t, head over to
RandMcNally.com or nearest
book store and give them the gift
all drivers should receive.

Visit ooida.com to view
all OOIDA items available.
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For the motorin’ musician
A lot of truck drivers are gifted musicians who
like to share their talent with the world. The
problem with recording music on your iPhone
is the poor sound quality. Problem solved and
for right around $20. Focusrite’s iTrack Pocket
is a custom stereo mic you plug directly into an
iPhone. Plug your guitar into the iTrack Pocket
and record video with quality sound. Works on
all iPhone 5 and 6 models. Other cool recording
products can be found at Focusrite.com.
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The ultimate tire chain product
Installing tire chains can be dangerous when done on the side
of the road. What if you didn’t have to leave the cab to install tire
chains? Insta-Chains allows truckers to comply with tire chain
laws at the flip of a switch, literally. When activated, chains spin
underneath the wheels, providing traction. They are legal in all
states with chain laws. The system costs around $2,000. Watch
the video for a demonstration at Insta-Chain.com.
Circle No. 237 on Response Card

Don’t forget your pet
Cats and dogs need gifts too. For your feline friend on the road,
check out the EZ Mount Window Bed Kitty Sill by K&H Pet Products.
Easily attach the bed to any window and allow your cat to stare at
the birds it wishes
it can run after. For
the canine copilot,
consider the Vehicle
Door Protector. Not
only does this protect
your door from being
scratched by Fido,
but it also prevents
your dog from slipping

on the hard plastic
surface. We couldn’t
find a picture of it in a
big truck, but you get
the idea. Prices come
in around $20 but
cheaper prices can be
found at Amazon right
meow. (Groan. We
know, we know.) LL
NOVEMBER 2017
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Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

Chasing Mommy Nature
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When I called my delivery
customer Tuesday, they had just
reopened and would receive me
on Wednesday, so I headed out. I
chose to stay off the interstates.
Running down U.S. 27, U.S. 98
and 44 brought me to Wildwood,
Fla. I witnessed so much damage,
trees down, gas stations out of fuel,
houses smashed and roofs gone.
Terrible. After delivering, I headed
back north and again chose to avoid
the interstates because of flooded
roads, downed trees.
My next gig had me take a mobile
water purification trailer back
south to the Homestead, Fla., area,
south of Miami. That was an easy
ride with the storm gone and roads
more passable. I made sure I was
full of fuel, knowing many places
were still without power and fuel
supplies had been interrupted by
the storms. Gas stations that were
open had police officers keeping
order. I saw fuel tanker trucks being
escorted by Florida Highway Patrol
many times along the way.
After delivering my mobile water
purification unit, I was dispatched
to Marathon Key, Fla., to grab a
unit from the FEMA basecamp.
What I witnessed along U.S. 1 was
just heartbreaking. Boat docks and
marinas had boats blown across
the street onto dry land. Boats
small and large were capsized or
partially sunk. Mommy Nature did
not discriminate, sinking yachts
and sailboats as well as smaller
craft. I saw whole homes blown off
their foundations and moved 100

yards. I saw homes missing all their
doors and windows and the owner’s
belongings piled up in ditches.
There were whole neighborhoods
where there was nothing left but
the concrete foundation, the houses
completely gone. Mountains of
stoves, washers and dryers awaited
pick up by the rubbish trucks. It
looked like a war zone.
At the FEMA site, I met first
responders who embody the true
meaning of hero. I got a chance to
see a side of our government –
local, state and federal – that many
never get to see, and I will say it
was just incredible. Seeing so much
damage and loss, not just of
property but of the basic human
needs is most humbling. How can
one experience this and not be
changed? LL

© ronniechua - Fotolia.com

For the past several weeks I have
been either chasing Mommy
Nature, or she has been chasing me.
I have witnessed some incredible
examples of her power and, sadly,
all too much destruction and
devastation.
Just before Hurricane Harvey,
I was offered a load going to
Houston, but as the storm drew
closer the window for safe travel
rapidly closed. Fortunately for me,
the load canceled, and I was instead
routed with a load to California,
keeping me from the storm.
From Southern California, I
loaded for the Orlando, Fla., area
and was paying special attention
to the still flooded and closed
interstates in South Texas and
Louisiana. I routed myself away
from that mess and dropped down
from Shreveport to Lafayette, La.,
and across I-10. It was a few extra
miles, but it was an easy breeze.
As I rolled east, warnings popped
up about a new storm, Hurricane
Irma, forming off the coast, raking
the Caribbean Islands and Cuba
and headed for the U.S mainland.
Phone calls to my customer had
me take a “wait and see” and be
prepared for a delay. The Friday
before I was to make my delivery,
I was told not to attempt it because
they were closing and would advise
me when they reopened. I was
“forced” to go home in Tallahassee,
Fla., to wait it out. That turned out
for the best, as we got some wind
and rain but nothing on the scale of
my neighbors to the south.
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2017-2018

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com for
more industry events.

DECEMBER
1 Mid-America Trucking Show registration opens
for show on March 22-24 in Louisville, Ky. For more
information, visit TruckingShow.com.
MARCH 2018
22-24 Mid-America Trucking Show, Kentucky
Expo Center, Louisville, Ky. For more information, visit
TruckingShow.com.
APRIL 2018
19-21 Truck World at the International Centre in
Mississauga, Ontario, near Toronto. Visit TruckWorld.ca
for more information.
MAY 2018
5 Midwest Pride in your Ride Truck & Tractor Show,
Tri-State Raceway, Earlville, Iowa. For more information,
visit MidwestPrideinYourRide.org.
10-12 East Coast Truckers Jamboree, Kenly 95 Petro,
Kenly, N.C. For more information, visit Kenly95.com.
31-June 2 American Truck Historical Society
National Convention, Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington,
Ky. For more information, visit ATHS.org.
JUNE 2018
9-10 Texas Trucking Show, NRG Center, Houston. For
more information, visit TexasTruckingShow.com.
JULY 2018
12-14 Walcott Truckers Jamboree, Iowa 80
Truckstop, Walcott, Iowa. For more information, visit
Iowa80TruckStop.com.
20-21 Expedite Expo, Lexington Center, Lexington, Ky.
For more information, visit ExpediteExpo.com.
AUGUST 2018
23-25 Great American Trucking Show, Kay Bailey
Hutchison Convention Center, Dallas, Texas. For more
information, visit TruckShow.com.
SEPTEMBER 2018
7-8 Big Iron Classic Truck Show and Charity Drive
at the Dodge County Fairgrounds in Kasson, Minn. For
more information, visit BigIronClassic.com.
28-29 Tenth annual Guilty By Association
Truck Show, Joplin, Mo. For more information, visit
ChromeShopMafia.com/guilty-by-association-truck-show.
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on the road By Jon Osburn Skipper of The SpiriT

New tour trailer brings OOIDA resources to you
The new trailer for the Spirit of the
American Trucker tour truck will
allow the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association to do a better
job of spreading its message to truck
drivers, and it will provide OOIDA
members an opportunity to reach out
to their elected representatives.
In September, I picked up the new
trailer, which includes a 50-inch
television screen on the outside and
a 55-inch screen on the inside. When
visiting the tour truck, visitors also can
listen to Land Line Now’s Sirius XM
show to keep up with the latest news
affecting drivers in the industry.
We also have two work stations
where truck drivers can get online and
write to their respective lawmakers
through FightingForTruckers.com. In
addition, members can use the laptops

to take training courses and take
advantage of various online resources
offered by OOIDA.
It will give our members who don’t
have a laptop of their own another
opportunity to voice their opinion to
the people voting on bills that impact
truck drivers.
Be sure to come see me and Sassi
and check out the new trailer if you are
nearby this month.
I will begin the month at the TA in
Denton, Texas, before making a trip to
Lebo, Kan. Then I will take a few days
off to go to California to watch one of
my children tie the knot.
After the wedding, The Spirit will
be in Oklahoma City from Nov. 1517, and then we will make a stop at
the Evan “Buddy” Haston Petro in
Amarillo, Texas, before traveling to

New Mexico for stops in San Jon and
Moriarty.
I’ll be spending my Thanksgiving
in San Jon, which has some great
Southwest food.
Here’s wishing you safe travels and a
happy holiday. LL
Editor’s note: See Page 8 for a
snapshot of the new trailer.
Senior Member Jon
osburn has been
an ooiDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has also
worked as a paramedic
and a Navy hospital
corpsman. he lives
with his wife, Vicki,
in Boise, idaho, and travels with his loyal
co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: NOVEMBER 2017

Nov 1-3

T/A, Denton, TX

I-35 and US 77, Exit 471

Nov 5-7

T/A, Beto Junction, KS

US 75 & I-35, Exit 155

Nov 15-17 T/A (East), Oklahoma City, OK

I-40, Exit 142

Nov 19-21 Evan ‘Buddy’ Haston Petro
Amarillo, TX

I-40, Exit 75 at Lakeside Dr

Nov 22-24 Russell’s Endee Truck & Travel Ctr I-40, Exit 369
Glen Rio, NM
Nov 25-27 T/A, Moriarty, NM

I-40 and Central Ave, Exit 194

Nov 28-30 Petro, Milan, NM

I-40, Exit 79 at Horizon Rd

Dec 2-4

I-40 at Blake Ranch Rd, Exit 66

Petro, Kingman, AZ

Dec 9-11 T/A, Tooele, UT
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I-80, Exit 99

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for their
generous use of the 2017 5700 EX
Phantom II as the new Spirit of the
American Trucker tour truck. Western
Star’s support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.
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OOIDACongratulations
Life Members

Everett Adolph
Milton Aleman
Lester Angst
Marko Baica Jr.
Jim Bailey
Bruce Barnes
Troy Bates
Jean Beauvilet
Donna Benson
Robert Benson
Julie Bianchi
John Bowens
Kevin Boynton
Christoffel Brandt
Jerry Brown
Robert Brown
Robert M. Brown

Mark Bujack
Judith Byerly
Martin Byerly
Richard Byrer
Raymond Catron
Robert Cayton
Steven Cleveland
Brian Copes
Dwight Covey
Michael Criss
Donald Dubose
David Edwards
Richard Fecteau
Nancy Fisher
Charles Forrest Jr.
Mark Foutch
Kathleen Fox

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

John Freymuller
Charles Frisby
Henry Gantner
Susan Gantner
Anthony Gratz
David Greene
George Hale Jr.
Patrick Halloran
Bentley Hamm
Charles Harkins III
Roy Hicks
Gena Hitt
Harold Hollar
Ronnie Humes
Carla Isted
Eric Johnson
Jim Jones

Senior Members
Debra S. Adams
Terrance B. Adams
Kevin M. Ahern
James Harlan Akey
Jack Arnold
Michael Thomas Babian
Mladen Badev
Matthew S. Baker
Bruce R. Barton
Cynthia A. Barton
Gregory G. Bekavac
Gayle Bernstein
Anita A. Bichsel
Ricky L. Bichsel
James B. Bilbrey Jr.
Zinoviy Bogush
Michael Lee Bowden
Terry O. Brenno
Stan Brincks
Phillip R. Burnett
Andrew E. Burroughs
Paul O. Cardwell
Leonard J. Carter
Georgi Chifchiev
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John R. Cogburn Sr.
Gordon B. Dalton
Tammy L. Dalton
Adrian A. De Clue
Gilbert M. De Witt
Patricia A. De Witt
Chad W. Dippery
Joseph M. Donald III
Mark A. Farley
Delius Frazier
Sandra L. Gabrenja
Gregory L. Gibbons
Darryl W. Hacker
Paul L. Harne
Mickey Harris
Kevin George Harshman
John L. Hathcock
Daniel F. Havlicek
Karen L. Hillen
Scott J. Hillen
Robert J. Hughes
Mark A. Jamieson
Andrzej Jazwinski
Clifford A. Johns

Robert Sawyer Jr.
Robert La Roque
George Lupastean
Thomas Lynn
Mark Mangrum
Bobby Marks
Robert Martens
Rob McCluskey
Shirley McCluskey
Herb McIntosh
John McTurk Jr.
Robert Mick
Danny Milakovich
Craig Minty
David Morreau II
Paul Morrison
Terrance Moyer

Ron Myers
Michael Osborne
Debbie Owens
David Parks
Fernando Perez
Terry Peterson
Patrick Ratliffe
Philip Reed
Calvin Reese
Judith Reibin
Delores Renehan
Larry Rogers
Arden Sanger
Cecil Sayers
John Segale Jr.
Michael Simoneau
Calvin Smith

Leroy Smith II
Richard Smith
Donald Sparks
H. Duane Spencer
Roger Suchor
Toby Thomas
Walt Viehweger
James Walker
Ricky Ward
Geoffrey Warner
Mark Welu
Clayton Wright
Michael Zantingh

For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us 800-444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

Robert M. Johnson
Tommy E. Johnson
Wesley Elon King
Kirk J. Koechner
Barry Larson
John W. Lewis
Jeffrey L. Little
Julie Lowrey
John A. Lund
Harold P. Lyons
Michael J. Mahoney
Eric Jose Maldonado
Dean Mallory
Marsha Lu Mast
Vernon J. Mast
Bingta M. McCall
Kelly L. McCall
Robert L. McCoy
Winston F. McNair
Daniella Milic
Kurt P. Mims
James L. Moore Jr.
Kevin S. Moorer
Eddie Morse

Thomas E. Needham Jr.
Shannon J. Nolan
Jeanne Ochlan
Willie L. Oliver
William H. Pleasant
Eric Postel
Mary Purkey
Loretta Register
David N. Renfrow
Curtis L. Ridings
Reginald V. Ridley
Brian A. Rogan
Brian E. Ross
Rudy Rubenthaler
Jeffery M. Rudolph
Marlin E. Seaholm
Lynn A. Sheetz
Eimis Shvabas
Shawn M. Sieben
Narinder P. Singh
Dean L. Smith
Gerry D. Smith
Shirley S. Sorrells
Linda K. Stevens

David A. Stevenson
Brian S. Stewart
Kent Swisher
Michael A. Tavenner
Robert Tennie
Jorge Troncoso
Larry Van Driesen
Roger D. Vincent Jr.
Sherry J. Vincent
Andre Wade
Ronald G. Wall
Colin John Wallace
Michael A. Wasdovich
Terry A. Wayland
James H. Webb
John L. Williams
John R. Williams Jr.
Tammy K. Williams
Edward R. Wilson
Brad Zech
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GEAR

Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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ACCOUNTING
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ...................... 96
Taxation Solutions.................................. 94
Todd Knapp, CPA .................................. 95

THE CLASSIFIED

MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 215,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium ﬂeets (19%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 480,000

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Corporate Capital .................................. 94
Eagle Capital ......................................... 93
Interstate Freight Network ..................... 97
Legacy Financial Services .................... 95
Max Milles .............................................. 97
Neal Freeman Investments................... 96
XFactors................................................. 97

individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

LEGAL SERVICES
Coast to Coast Legal Services ............. 97
Road Law............................................... 97

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
A Better Snow Rake ...............................96
BH Tubes ................................................96
Buck Boylan, Author ..............................97
BunkRite..................................................96
Cruise King .............................................95
Donvel .....................................................97
Electrowarmth.........................................95
Freight Movers School ..................... 94,97
Gateway Supply .....................................94
Great American Chrome Shop..............95
Phoenix Sleep Solutions ........................95
SouthPointe Radiator .............................95
Sunrise Bedding .....................................97
Van Alstine ..............................................94
Weather Toppers ....................................94
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SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS
Loadtraining.com .................................. 95
Rig Expense Tracker ............................. 97
The Truckers Helper .............................. 93
Truckdriver.com ..................................... 96
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TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart..........................................................93
Debrick Truck Line ..................................97
Show Me Trucking ..................................96
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ARE YOU A SOLE PROPRIETOR?
If so, park your truck RIGHT NOW and don’t drive
another mile until you incorporate your business!

Call 855-810-4114 now or
visit www.corpcapinc.com
WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH:

DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990

• Getting Money
• CPA Tax Planning
• Bookkeeping Services • Asset Protection
• Living Trusts
• Equipment Leasing
• And More!

(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

Circle No. 69 on Response Card

Our Customers Say It Best . . .
“I was a sole proprietor until I incorporated my
business with CCI. Now they do the bookkeeping
and taxes for my business, and I literally save
thousands of dollars every year.”

If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,

– Robert Dowdy of Cisco Group, Inc.

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Lodding, President/Owner
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117
Circle No. 139 on Response Card

then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

● 100% waterproof
● Made from high-quality vinyl
● Affordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

Weather
oppers, Inc.

Circle No. 219 on Response Card
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IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

CPA

Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

Corporate
Supporter

CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz
Circle No. 202 on Response Card
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CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

Circle No. 122 on Response Card
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The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894
Circle No. 105 on Response Card
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!
900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

Circle No. 74 on Response Card

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com
Circle No. 58 on Response Card

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!
Circle No. 197 on Response Card

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

Need Drivers

FLATBED

Need O/Os

www.mbataxhelp.com
Circle No. 179 on Response Card

in MO & Eastern KS

in Western MO & Eastern KS

Vacation Pay & Holiday Pay
Health, Dental
and Vision Insurance
Simple IRA Retirement Program
Flexible work schedule

1-888-407-1669

- TRUCKING & FREIGHT, INC.

Longevity Bonus
Weekly Pay
Flexible work schedule

Our operating area is roughly a 600-mile radius of Kansas City
All O/Os and drivers have weekends home

Call 800-824-3822 or visit www.showmetrucking.com
Circle No. 44 on Response Card

A-Better-Snow-Rake
VANS ❆ FLATBEDS
RVs ❆ HOUSES

• Sturdy, lightweight
• Easily reaches 13’ 6” van tops
• Folds to compact 4” x 8” x 5’ size
• 3-position hinge
• Poles snap together

Stay Safe
& Legal

Watch the video and order at
www.abettersnowrake.com

920-538-0364

Circle No. 2 on Response Card
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Got a ticket? Fight it!

• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

BestMattressPadEver.com

95%

2” thick breathable mattress pad
Warmer in winter, cooler in summer
Order online – cut to ﬁt

SUCCESS
RATIO

“I love how this mattress pad makes
my sleeper feel like I’m sleeping
on my bed at home.”

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Protect your CDL

– Jon Osburn, Skipper of the OOIDA Spirit Truck

Call us at 636-293-8212
Circle No. 77 on Response Card
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EXPERIENCED DISPATCHER

Circle No. 199 on Response Card

needs dependable & professional
ﬂatbed, step deck or dry van O/Os

Taking the hassle out of
dispatching and paperwork
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:
• Find loads
• Complete broker contracts
• Sign rate sheets
• Gather insurance certiﬁcates
• Complete invoicing for O/Os
& small ﬂeet owners
• Provide Big Road Electronic
Log Tracking for O/Os

Save time
and stay
focused on
what you
do best

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

Good freight • Easy to work with • 10+ years’
experience • 8,000 loads moved • Good references

DRIVERS MUST BE:

800-255-6285

Able to drive a minimum of 5 days (Sun-Sat week)
A good communicator • Available to take loads
Willing to tarp (ﬂatbed & step deck drivers)
OOIDA members: Make at least $5,000/wk gross
or you donÕt pay anything for that week!

Paola, KS

Since 1958

815-690-4970 (Phil) www.ihavetrucks.com

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
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Circle No. 43 on Response Card

CONTACT US TODAY

www.maxmilles.com
219-863-1091

Two great
stocking
stuffers!

Circle No. 106 on Response Card

Available at
Amazon.com

www.buckboylan.com author@buckboylan.com
Circle No. 114 on Response Card

Circle No. 59 on Response Card

Drop Today – Cash Today
Circle No. 80 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791
to advertise
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XFactors Financial

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net
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Anti-wear protection for your fuel system
Diesel Treat 2000 Ultra-Low Sulfur Winter fuel additive from Schaeffer’s
Specialized Lubricants is formulated to provide maximum cold
temperature protection against fuel gelling, waxing and fuel line freezeup in all types of diesel fuel, including low-sulfur diesel and biodiesel
blends. The additive promotes injector cleanliness and fuel stability,
helps to improve fuel economy, and optimizes performance during cold
months. It also prevents fuel system wear and injector scoring for longer
component life. For more information, to purchase or to locate a retailer,
visit SchaefferOil.com or call 800-325-9962.

Maximum performance and
security for mobile professionals
The new Getac A140 is a rugged tablet designed to survive
drops (up to 4 feet), rain, moisture, vibrations, shock and
extreme temperatures. It comes equipped with a 14-inch,
sunlight-readable touchscreen and is powered by Intel
processors. Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and a hot-swappable dual-battery
design also are included. Among the available options are a
full HD webcam, an 8-megapixel rear camera with LED flash,
and 4G LTE wireless. To help keep it secure, TPM 2.0 monitors
and protects system start-ups by ensuring the device is tamperfree before releasing control to the operating system. The
optional Absolute Data and Device Security allows the user to
remotely disable the system if it is ever lost or stolen. Multifactor
authentication options, including fingerprint, RFID or SmartCard
readers, allow users to take full advantage of Microsoft Windows
10 identity and access control features. For more information,
visit Getac.com or call 949-681-2900.
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Take your office with you
How many times have you been out on the road
and needed to scan a document? The Dacuda
PocketScan could be your answer. About the
size of a disposable camera, the PocketScan is
small enough to fit in your pocket and connects
to your phone, tablet, laptop or desktop computer
via Bluetooth. To scan in real time, simply hold
the button and pass it over your document like
a paintbrush, watching as the scan materializes
on your screen. Unlike mobile phone photos,
PocketScan produces an image for high-quality
output and transforms documents into text that
can be selected, edited or copied into other
software, including Evernote and Microsoft Office
Suite. It also features built-in illumination that
works under any lighting condition to create a
consistently clear scan with bright colors. Visit
Dacuda.com for more information.
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Not all multitools
are created equal
At least not according to Gerber, which offers a multitool that
features full-size, real tools in one convenient package small
enough to take with you anywhere. The Gerber tool features a
magnetic, 3.2-inch center-drive driver that opens to align like
a real screw driver for maximum torque and rotation – flathead
and Phillips bits included. It also features a 3.25inch fine-edge blade and one-thumb-opening
sliding jaws. Additional tools: spring-loaded
needle nose pliers; standard pliers; rotatable carbide wire
cutters and strippers; pry bar with nail puller and
bottle opener; ruler; awl; file; and serrated blade.
A fabric sheath and limited lifetime warranty round
out the package. For more information and to order, visit
GerberGear.com or call 855-544-0150.

Convenient in-dash control
The Cab Command controller for Carrier Transicold’s
Supra truck refrigeration units has been redesigned for
mounting in the dashboard, providing greater convenience
and versatility for users. An optional surface-mount bracket
allows for mounting underneath the dash, on top of the
dash or in an overhead console. Plug-and-play operation
makes installation easy. The redesigned controller features
a smooth tactile keypad and bright, backlit LCD display
that provides at-a-glance operating information, including
set point, compartment temperature, operating mode
and status. The Cab Command is now standard for both
single-temperature and multi-temperature Supra units and
is compatible with earlier models. For more information
and to locate a dealer, visit Carrier.com/truck-trailer.

If you have a product you would like featured,
send a news release with a photo to
Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com.
All featured products are subject to editorial review.
The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising
department from promotional materials provided by selected manufacturers. The publishers
do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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A rested driver
is a safer driver
Getting a good night’s sleep and being well
rested while on the road is imperative for your
safety. The Jensen Thermoshield pillowtop
mattress pad from Sunrise Bedding can help
maximize your downtime by making your bed
more comfortable. Just the right size to fit your
custom sleeper mattress, Thermoshield is 2
inches of quality foam under a fiber layer that is
packed to maximum capacity for comfort and
softness. The fibers trap air to help naturally
insulate, keeping you warm in the winter and
cool in the summer. The pad is hypoallergenic,
comes with nonslip anchor bands, and is
machine washable. Thermoshield comes with a
101-day money back guarantee and a two-year
limited warranty. Visit BestMattressPadEver.com
or call 636-293-8212 for more information and to
order.
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Protests, tweet storms highlight busy month of trucker advocacy

#ELDorMe

from Page 18

OOIDA members,
like Senior Member
Danny Schnautz, have
been flooding the
president’s mentions for
days, focusing on the
burdensome and costly
aspects of the mandate.

Other drivers are hoping
the president, who
campaigned on promises
to champion regulatory
reform for the sake of the
small-business owner,
will hear their pleas.
They also called on
Trump to recognize that
the ATA speaks for mega
carriers, not drivers
themselves.

Circle No. 216 on Response Card
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Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
LAND LINE 101

By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SeNIOR CORReSpONDeNT

T.J. Echols, a life
member from
Liverpool, Ohio, sends
out some ROSES to
Kimmy, a server at the Waffle
House in Granite City, Ill. T.J. was
having a late dinner there one
night when a boy who looked to
be about 14 years old came in
and ordered some food to go. He
told Kimmy he had to be home by
midnight, and it was a long walk
from the trailer park where he
lived.
Kimmy asked the boy why he
was walking so far. The boy said
he was home alone and didn’t
know where his mother was.
Kimmy brought him the food and
then, rather than let him walk
home alone in the dark, gave him
a ride home and then returned to
work at the Waffle House.
This may not be directly
trucking-related, but T.J. thought
everyone might enjoy hearing a
positive story for a change. You
know what, T.J? You’re right.

ROSES to everyone involved in the
Guilty By Association Truck Show,
and especially to the 422 trucks that
participated in this year’s World’s
Largest Truck Convoy and raised
$115,000 for the Special Olympics
of Southwest Missouri. While all
of the convoys across the country
(and in Canada) are without a
doubt deserving of ROSES, the
one at GBATS continues to exceed
expectations every year.
Consider this: when Bryan Martin
started the show in 2009 there were
just 38 trucks in attendance. There
were more than 500 this year and
he expects even more next year for
the 10th anniversary. ROSES to the
city of Joplin as well for playing host
to all of these truckers every year
and making them feel more than
welcome every time.

floodwaters below. Smith yelled out
for the driver, but didn’t know what
else to do.
That is, until a Harris County
Sheriff’s truck towing a rescue boat
happened by. Smith flagged the
truck down and told them about
the driver. They were able to get the
boat into the water and get to the
stranded driver before it was too late.
Talk about a case of being in the
right place at the right time – both
for the reporter and her cameraman
and for the sheriff’s truck that drove
by in the nick of time. Thank you to
all involved from a grateful trucking
community.
ROSES to Dale Bennett, president
and CEO of the Virginia Trucking
Association, for calling out The
Winchester Star newspaper of
Winchester, Va., over an editorial it
ran earlier this year calling for tolls
in Interstate 81. Bennett wrote that
the editorial was “misguided and
misinformed” and that “tolls will not
solve I-81’s problems.”
Bennett goes on to say that tolls
are incredibly inefficient as a funding
mechanism and will only drive traffic
off the interstates and onto smaller
back roads that are ill-equipped to
handle it. He stops short of saying
that truckers will end up footing
most of the bill on tolls, but the rest
of his points are spot on and pretty
much what OOIDA has been saying
for years.
Here’s hoping the editors at
The Winchester Star and, more
importantly, lawmakers in Virginia,
will listen.
ROSES to reporter Brandi Smith
and photographer Mario Sandoval
with KHOU-TV out of Houston.
While they were out reporting on
Hurricane Harvey back in August
from a highway overpass, the pair
spotted a trucker trapped in the cab
of his truck surrounded by rising

RAZZBERRIES to the
Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration
and the handbook that
is given out to certified
medical examiners to aid them
in performing physical exams
for truck drivers. The book has a
number of problems (including
blurring the line between
regulation and guidance on
issues like sleep apnea) but one
that could be easily fixed is a
slap in the face to truck drivers
everywhere.
The book contains a number of
photographs of horrific wrecks
involving big trucks. Why? Good
question. We can’t fathom what
use these photographs could be
to doctors who are performing
physical exams on truck drivers.
In fact, the only thing they would
seem to accomplish is to put the
physicians in a frame of mind
that is less than friendly toward
the drivers in question.
Removing them would be
a simple step to ensure that
physicians are getting the right
picture when it comes to driver
health. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official facebook page at facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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