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Flood water, electronic logs and that guy on TV
August and September hurricanes
and subsequent flooding laid
thousands of vehicles to waste,
including trucks. In addition, many
of those damaged trucks are headed
to the used truck market – many
with their flood history hidden. For
expertise on flood damage to trucks,
Land Line’s Greg Grisolano went
to Homer Hogg at TravelCenters
of America. Homer is TA-Petro’s
manager of technical development.
In a harried but info-crammed
phone interview, Greg ripped through
questions from anxious truck owners.
On Page 84 is Greg’s “High (water)

OOIDA’s efforts to kill
or at least win a delay
of the ELD mandate
have not slowed
down. Neither has the
approach of the Dec. 18
compliance deadline.
anxiety.” Homer no doubt had high
water anxiety himself, as he and
his family were in the process of
sandbagging their Florida home
and making plans to evacuate as
Hurricane Irma barreled towards
landfall.
ELD questions. OOIDA’s efforts to
kill or at least win a delay in the
FMCSA’s mandate for electronic
logging devices have not slowed
down. Neither has the approach of
the Dec. 18 compliance deadline.
The OOIDA Foundation – the
Association’s research arm – has
been fielding questions and
developing advice to help drivers
10 LAND LINE

deal with it. On Page 20-21 of this
issue, we’ve pulled together some of
the most frequently asked questions
and the Foundation’s answers. In
addition – the difference between
AOBRDs and ELDs.
Donal Logue. If you Google this
name, you will get 281,000 results
in 0.57 seconds. His talent as a
film and TV actor has made him
a respected artist, responsible for
such characters as Police Detective
Harvey Bullock on “Gotham,” King
Horik on “Vikings” and renegade
ex-U.S. Marshal Lee Toric on “Sons
of Anarchy.”
But there’s way more characters
in this guy. Logue is also an OOIDA
member, CDL holder and co-owner
of Aisling Trucking. It’s a side of
him that’s completely noncelebrity.
He gets truckers. That’s evident in
some of his long posts on Facebook
and in his phone conversations
with Land Line Staff Writer Mark
Schremmer. Our feature on Logue
was originally planned for the
previous issue, but the actor/trucker’s
life was shaken to the core when his
teenage daughter went missing in
late June. Respectfully, all wheels
stopped on our story. She is now
safely home and we feel comfortable
going to press with Schremmer’s
feature. Meet the off-screen Donal
Logue on Page 44.
Election 2017. Nov. 7 is Election
Day and State Legislative Editor
Keith Goble’s info package focuses
on issues closer to home. It may not
be as exciting as voting for president,
but ballot issues and the election of
officials at every level of government
can have far-reaching effects on the
trucking industry. Included in this

issue is information on registering
to vote, early voting and absentee
ballots. Truckers who have not
yet registered to vote or requested
a ballot are encouraged to get
involved. Visit FightingForTruckers.
com for information on voting in
your home state.
Loud, smoky, fast. The Minimizer
Bandit Big Rig Series returns big
rig tractor truck racing to the short
track in the United States. Got an
old truck in the barn not doing
anything? If you are into racing, for
a modest investment, you can have
some fun. Land Line Digital Content
Editor Greg Grisolano and Land
Line Now’s Senior Producer/Sound
Engineer Barry Spillman recently hit
the asphalt track in Lebanon, Mo.,
to see if the Bandit racing series
really is all that. Somewhere between
shooting the breeze with drivers and
careening around the track shotgun
in an old FedEx truck, Greg decided
it definitely was. He reports on
Page 48.
He did what? After more than
33 years leased to the same carrier,
owner-operator and OOIDA Senior
Member David Sweetman has a
new gig. Dave is also a longtime
contributing columnist for Land Line,
so we’ll let him tell you about it and
his plans to slow down (hahahaha) in
“Dashboard Confidential.” Page 96.
Also in these pages. For the
October issue, Staff Writer/Research
Associate Tyson Fisher has worked
up a comprehensive roundup of chain
laws and guidelines, now including
Canada’s chain laws. Our 2017-18
advisory begins on Page 60. LL
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Commentary
Real numbers paint different picture
about sleep apnea issue
Type the words “sleep apnea” into Google,
and then prepare to be frightened. You
Mark Schremmer
STAFF WRITER
will soon discover websites describing it
as a serious sleep
disorder that most
According to the NTSB,
people don’t even
sleep apnea hasn’t been
know they have.
listed as the probable
According to
the
American
cause in a fatality crash
involving a heavy-duty truck Association
for Respiratory
since 2009.
Care, sleep apnea
affects up to 18
million Americans. Out of those 18 million, officials
estimate that 10 million Americans suffer from the
condition but haven’t been diagnosed.
In addition to being linked to high blood pressure,
heart attacks and strokes, sleep apnea is said to cause
those with the condition to fall asleep unexpectedly,
even when they are driving a vehicle.
Not surprisingly, this is a hot-button issue in
the trucking industry. There’s obviously no need
to explain the potential destruction that could be
caused from millions of drivers falling asleep at the
wheel, especially if those drivers are in control of
an 80,000-pound 18-wheeler. Those fears increase
when you learn that some studies suggest truck
drivers suffer from sleep apnea at a higher rate than
the general population.
Knowing all of that, it makes you shudder to even
think about how many fatality accidents involving
heavy-duty trucks must have been caused by sleep
apnea in the past 10 years. Given these statistics, the
number must be in the hundreds if not the thousands.
But, wait, what do the actual numbers say?
One. That’s right, the National Transportation
Safety Board lists just one fatality crash involving
a heavy-duty truck in the past decade with sleep
apnea as the probable cause. In the past 17 years, the
number of heavy-duty truck fatality crashes thought
to be caused by sleep apnea increases to two. One of
the crashes occurred in 2009, while the other was in
2000.
This point isn’t being made to make light of the
condition nor the seriousness of the two accidents.
12 LAND LINE

Any person – truck driver or not – who believes they
suffer from sleep apnea should seek help. Safety
is the ultimate goal, and we all want there to be a
day when there are no accidents on the highway.
However, we must keep things in perspective. In
2015, there were 4,311 fatality crashes involving
large trucks and buses, according to the FMCSA’s
Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts for 2015. None
of those fatality crashes listed sleep apnea as the
probable cause.
But you wouldn’t know that by watching the news.
Sens. Cory Booker, D-N.J.; Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.;
Bob Menendez, D-N.J.; and Kirsten Gillibrand,
D-N.Y., recently sent a letter to Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao, disappointed in the FMCSA’s
decision to withdraw a rule for making sleep apnea
testing mandatory for truck drivers.
“As you know, obstructive sleep apnea is a
serious medical condition that interrupts a person’s
breathing while asleep, causing repeated awakening
and subsequent severe fatigue,” the letter stated.
Given the significant cost that making sleep
studies mandatory would have on truck drivers
and the trucking industry, combined with the lack
of crashes caused by the condition, you’d think
lawmakers and safety advocates would have bigger
fish to fry.
However, it seems certain people are determined
to push an agenda that would make us all assume
that truck drivers with sleep apnea are out there
causing hundreds, if not thousands, of deadly
crashes. The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association has been fighting this battle for quite
some time. In 2011, OOIDA President Jim Johnston
refuted the claim that 31 percent of all heavy truck
accidents were caused by fatigue.
“If this percentage of truck drivers operating
down the roads of the United States were too
fatigued to continue operating, there would be
death and carnage on the highways,” Johnston said.
“You would be picking up truck parts all over the
country, and the public would demand an immediate
shutdown of the trucking industry.”
But the actual numbers tell us a much different
story. LL
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More on turnover – the real elephant in the room
Sharon K. Rogers, lIFE mEmbER
grants Pass, ore.

I read the commentary on
turnover by Contributing
Editor-at-Large John
Bendel in the August/
September edition of Land
Line. John’s comments are
precisely on point. One
does not have to be a genius to realize that drivers who
are dispatched without regard for their fatigue level
will be unhappy and quit. Same with leaving a driver
parked for a day or more waiting for a load, not getting
paid. Most company drivers have no choice but to
either put up with it or quit.
This is the huge “elephant in the room” that nobody
wants to acknowledge when talking about driver
turnover, safety, and reducing semi-truck involved
accidents. What bothers me is these mega carriers
refuse to acknowledge that high driver turnover rates
and the “hundred mile-per-hour dispatch” mentality
significantly impact safety and crash statistics in a
negative manner.
I believe that if the large companies (the same ones
that are pushing for e-logs) would put some effort
into retaining qualified, experienced drivers instead
of running their “driver mills,” it would go a long

Most company
drivers have no
choice but to
either put up
with it or quit.

way towards reducing crashes and improving safety.
I realize this would involve some difficult policy
changes regarding driver compensation. Company
truck drivers should be paid a decent, fixed salary
for the job they do. Leased drivers should be given a
minimum revenue figure that will be earned regardless
of miles driven. If drivers knew they would earn a
certain amount per month regardless of the miles
driven, there would be no pressure to try to make that
delivery despite the fatigue they felt. The way drivers
are paid now, if they sit for a day or two (because
dispatch did not have a load for their truck), they then
feel the pressure to try to make up for lost time by
running hard. This attitude is not conducive to safety.
If shippers need to pay higher rates to make this
possible, it would be worth it. Something needs to
change in this industry so that being a truck driver
becomes a desirable profession paying a salary
commensurate with experience. I realize it will
probably never happen because the big guys would
rather push more regulations on the industry rather
than lose the “per-mile” compensation method.
It is all about making money, not about promoting
safety and reducing crashes. LL
Owner-operator and OOIDA Life Member Sharon
K. Rogers, Advanced Transport, has been leased to
Landstar since January 2013.

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
OCT. 13, 1953
The world’s first traveling art museum opened in virginia.
Pulled by a semitrailer, the 34-foot-long air-conditioned
trailer was equipped with museum-quality lighting. For
its first tour through the state, the Artmobile carried 16
paintings, which were worth about $500,000.

OCT. 4, 1970
Famed singer Janis Joplin died of a heroin overdose at
the age of 27. Joplin recorded the song “me and bobby
mcgee,” which is the story of two drifters hitching a ride
from a truck driver, just a few days before her death. The
song reached no. 1 on the u.S. singles charts in 1971.

OCT. 22, 1965
President lyndon b. Johnson signed the highway
beautification Act, which attempted to limit billboards
and other forms of outdoor advertising along America’s
interstate highways.

OCT. 18, 2013
The owner-operator Independent drivers Association
celebrated its 40th anniversary at the Kansas Speedway in
Kansas city, Kan.

How to shareYOUR OPINION



have a comment, special concern? Agree or disagree with an editorial? mail us or email us. Send to letters to the Editor,
land line Magazine, P.o. box 1000, grain valley, mo 64029 or fax to 816-443-2227. If you would like to email a letter to
the Editor for use in land line Magazine and/or the land line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to letters@landlinemag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck
is that?”
Well, Tandem
Thoughts is
where the Land
Line media team
shares opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid
discussion. We
drop honesty
bombs, we poke fun, we offer provocative analysis of news and
events of interest to truckers. No topic is off limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting as Managing
Editor Jami Jones did recently when she took the Senate
Subcommittee on Transportation to task for failing to take smallbusiness truckers’ voices into account. Or, something a little more
fun like a recent piece Staff Writer Tyson Fisher did on a new
“truckers only” online dating service.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting
a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day
it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for
free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/
Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.

OOIDA now offers members OOIDA Compliance Connection,
a new program from OOIDA to assist members to stay in
compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.
With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and easily establish
compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA Compliance Connection offers:
• 24/7 online access to files
• Carriers can upload their own documents. No need to
scan and email or fax
• A system for storing driver qualification files
• Assistance with all maintenance files
• Organizes paperwork and allows auditors to view records
during a new entry safety audit
• File copies of roadside inspection reports
• Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs and
other resources in an easy-to-access location
All of this information is easily accessible and can be sent confidentially and
selectively to an authorized investigator.
Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of
compliance record-keeping and maintenance.
Call OOIDA Business Services and find out about
OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
OCTOBER 2017
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
land line offers polls on its website at
LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions
on issues of interest. Here are some recent polls
and their results. Please note, the numbers have
been rounded and therefore sometimes may not
equal 100 percent.

What is your favorite Glen Campbell song?
“Wichita Lineman” ..........................................21%
“Rhinestone Cowboy” ...................................19%
“Galveston” .......................................................9%
“By The Time I Get to Phoenix”.......................11%
Too many to choose from................................40%
Do you use a “voice assistant” device
in your home or cab?
Yes, Amazon’s Alexa goes with
me everywhere..................................................0%
Yes, I say “Hello Google” ..............................16%
Yes, Apple’s Siri is my go-to gal.....................4%
No ...................................................................69%
What’s that? ...................................................11%
The driver charged with smuggling illegal
immigrants in his trailer says he didn’t know
they were there. Do you believe him?
He probably knew ...........................................19%
He absolutely knew .........................................48%
Entirely possible he didn’t know ......................10%
I don’t know all the facts ..................................23%
Do you schedule vacation time
during Roadcheck?
Yes ..................................................................24%
No ...................................................................31%
No, it’s not worth it.
Every day is Roadcheck ................................45%
Owner-operators, how many states
do you routinely run?
One to five................ 32% 11-20 ..............15%
Six to 10 .................. 18% 21-30...............15%
I go everywhere there is
good paying freight .......................................20%
Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote,
click in one of the circles to indicate the answer that
best fits your opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the
site will show you up-to-date results, with your opinion
included.

INBOX

War Machine!
Just a note to tell you what a wonderful article about World
War I trucks in the July issue of Land Line. I was amazed
to learn something new that deals with trucking! Kudos
to Contributing Writer Bill Hudgins and all who were
involved in presenting this info in Land Line mag.
Joanne Palladino
Laurel Springs, N.J.

Poor planning
The investors seem to be running the ELD show. I guess
in the fair workplace one legal size doesn’t fit all. The
politicians that swung the deal didn’t put in much thought.
Darryl Tasker
Oakland, Md.
Editor’s note: Thanks for your letter Darryl. So much about
trucking doesn’t make much sense, but when it comes to the
ELD mandate, Congress at the urging of really big motor
carriers and their associations, passed legislation requiring
FMCSA to issue an ELD rule. Our challenge has been to
get Congress to reverse or modify the mandate. – Todd
Spencer, OOIDA executive vice president

LetÕs hope for common sense to prevail
This ELD mandate … What’s at stake is the soul of our
industry, and drivers are that soul. I have heard too many
support whoever they drive for, not realizing or believing
their voice matters or thinking they will be taken care of
by the boss. The boss can only focus on the bottom line,
and confusion makes things complicated when simple is
the answer. I hope common sense will get us through the
swamp.
Steve Bixler
Valley View, Pa.

facebook.com/OOIDA
facebook.com/LandLineMag

Coming to the aid of Irma victims:
Trucks roll in Florida
Now everyone loves a truck driver, the other
real heroes of America!
Johnny Williams
Now remember this when you wanna ban trucks in your
towns and give us no places to park!
Eric A. Shimer
Thank you drivers. Keep the dirty side down.

Jeff Holcom
Continued on Page 17
Continued on Page 18
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Q&A
Need some factual ammo

Bill Sullivan of the ATA made a statement claiming
that carriers using an ELD saw an 11.7 percent
reduction in crash rates and a 50 percent drop in hoursof-service violations over carriers using traditional
paper logs.
Are these stats true? Who found them? Are there
any studies that show ELDs are less safe than paper?
I have never used an ELD. I have 3.3 million miles of
safe driving using paper. I am scared to go on an ELD
because it will force me to drive when tired and stop
when I’m not tired.
Brad Kuhn
Yarnell, Ariz.
EditorÕs note: Brad’s email was sent to Land Line
Now Host Mark Reddig. Here’s Mark’s reply.
The ATA study compared two large carriers – one with
ELDs, one without. It did not include a wide enough
sample of the industry to be scientifically valid and
entirely left out the small carriers and owner-operators
who make up 96 percent of the registered motor
carriers in America – a group with a far better safety
record than any major truckload carrier, and most of
whom do not have ELDs.
As far as studies on who is safer, you just have to
look at accident rates. How do you think small carriers
and owner-operators compare with large carriers? Stats
from the federal government show the small guys’
crash rate is less than half of major carriers that use
ELDs.
The fact is ELDs are not more or less safe than paper
logs. They are not more or less accurate than paper
logs. Drivers are safe or not safe. Carriers are safe or
not safe. The ELDs make no difference. The point I’m
making above – and that federal crash statistics make
far more eloquently than I can – is that those who have
ELDs are often less safe simply because they are less
safe. The ELDs didn’t make them more safe. They
can’t.
That’s not to say that everyone who uses an ELD is
not safe. That’s obviously not true. But the key factor
is not how you track your hours, it’s how good a driver
you are. And an ELD cannot change that. Smart, safe
drivers will stop when they’re tired and go when
they’re rested. They comply with the laws because it’s
the law, but honestly, the regs are not what makes them
safe. As one of the top execs at Bendix once said, no
technology is a substitute for a safe, experienced driver
behind the wheel. LL
18 LAND LINE

From Page 16

Fatal crash on Long Island Expressway
raises truck parking concerns
In the rest of the country, we have wide
open spaces and acres of undeveloped
medians. Truck parking is filled every night now, and
the ELD mandate isn’t here yet. I suggest medians
near interchanges be leased out to travel plaza
operators to construct more facilities like east of the
Mississippi travel plazas. Permitting for truck stops
in metro areas is a no-go for Highest and Best Use
doctrine of real estate developers and taxing entities.
Doug Smith
We won’t even go there ... no parking, high tolls,
targeted by police and criminals, traffic, a**hole
people. They would have to pay me a reverse toll to
cross the GW and provide free parking. Let’s don’t
forget they are not HOS rule friendly.
D.C. Neufeld
NYC has been good to me ... Running it for the
last 10 or so years. Plenty of oversize into all five
boroughs. It’s not easy driving, but once you’ve
learned the city and handle it, the challenge is
rewarding knowing you’ve conquered and defeated
the most difficult turf.
Jim Porter
Driver-facing cameras get the boot in Quebec
I listened to a driver complain about his company
installing driver-facing cams. I asked, “Why are you
still driving their truck?”
Robert Geier
Senators push back against FMCSA’s withdrawal
of sleep apnea proposal
Two crashes in 17 years that trucks were involved
in? Surely the time and enforcement money would
be better spent on enforcing DUI/DWI laws.
Wendell Likes
Let’s ask the senators how much they are getting
from the sleep apnea people to push this agenda.
David Brown
New Jersey Port Authority catches trucker
with hundreds of E-ZPass violations
Stop hauling cheap freight, and then you can afford
to pay tolls.
Rick Sowers

check us out on facebook.com/ooIdA and facebook.
com/landlinemag. We will keep you updated on
Association news and the latest happenings in the
industry.

If you’re on Twitter, give us a follow – twitter.com/ooIdA
and twitter.com/land_line_mag. Share real-time buzz
on trucking with your Association and land line.
OCTOBER 2017
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Questions, questions
With so many
options when it
comes to electronic
logs, research
before you buy
By Land Line staff

W

hile efforts seeking a delay
in the electronic logging
mandate are still in play, as
the clock winds down to the Dec. 18
compliance deadline, more truckers
are starting to look for low-cost,
compliant devices.
When considering all things
involved and keeping in mind that
compliance with the regulation is on
the burden of the driver, education
is key. The OOIDA Foundation
has been fielding questions and
developing a buyers’ guide, of sorts,
to assist drivers moving toward ELD
adoption.

Q. How would my smartphone
know all the information that is
supposed to be tracked on the
truck?
A. These options allow you to
purchase and/or use your own
hardware for the driver interface,
such as a smartphone or tablet.
The ELD provider will then ship
a “dongle” to be plugged into the
onboard diagnostics port, which
pairs to the smartphone or tablet via
Bluetooth connection or USB. It is
imperative that you ask if the BYOD
is compatible with Android or iOS.
Q. How do the devices track
my location? Is cell service
enough?
A. It is important to understand if the
ELD solution you are considering
offers satellite or cellular GPS, as
satellite GPS will provide better
coverage for when you are driving
in areas without cellular coverage.
Knowing the coverage tendencies in
areas you typically run in will help
in making this
decision.

Q. I run in some areas where
my phone and GPS completely
lose signal. How will that affect
my compliance?
A. Cell service, Wi-Fi and GPS are
simply unavailable in certain parts of
the country. It is important to ask if
the system will still be able to record
data offline, such as engine power
status, vehicle’s motion status, miles
driven value, and engine hours value
when the CMV’s engine is powered,
and upload it later once connection is
re-established. If the ELD does not,
then it does not satisfy the mandate.
Q. Is it true that there could be
problems handing my phone
over to an inspector to review
my logs?
A. If you are using a tablet or
smartphone solution without a printer,
it is important to be aware that an
authorized safety official can request
your ELD. Thus, they have access to
your smartphone or tablet and all the
information contained therein. For
privacy, it may be best to purchase a
separate smartphone or tablet to be
exclusively used as the ELD.

© Frank11 - Fotolia.com

Q. I see a lot of apps out there
I can use on my smartphone.
What do I need to think about?
A. “Bring your own device” solutions
can be more prone to connectivity
issues because they rely upon cellular
and Bluetooth connections. Some
providers offer a USB-connection
option that allows for direct plugin
versus Bluetooth pairing for speedier
data transfer. Additionally, this
option allows for continuous

battery charging. It is important to
understand that any ELD that pairs
software on an individual’s phone
with an engine-connected device
could be problematic in areas with
spotty to nonexistent cell coverage.
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What’s the difference?
AOBRD ELD
Are there
alternatives to
buying an ELD?

LOCATIONS

▲

Some vendors, such as BigRoad
and KeepTruckin, offer “bring
your own device” logs with
engine connections to function
as automatic onboard recording
devices at a cheaper price. If
an AOBRD is purchased before
the Dec. 18 deadline, it may be
utilized until December 2019. This
could be a less expensive option
to consider.
Here is a breakdown in the
differences in functionality,
courtesy of BigRoad.

WHAT IT
RECORDS

Q. I’m a bit concerned about
being “hacked” and someone
gaining access to my location
and other information. Is that
just me being paranoid?
A. What is the level of cybersecurity
offered? An ELD is an Internet of
Things (IoT) device, which has seen
increased attacks over the past few
years. With an ELD plugged directly to
the electronic control module, attackers
could possibly gain access to certain
functions of a truck or obtain data and
information.
Q. I’m really not very tech savvy
at all. My kids/grandkids have
to help me all the time. What do
I do?
A. While most ELD systems attempt
to be as simple as possible, it is good
to ask questions concerning training
and 24/7 support. Additionally, if the
provider does offer such assistance,
does it have an extra cost?
Q. The cost seems all over the
place for the same types of
OCTOBER 2017

• Date and time
• Engine hours
• Vehicle miles
• Drive times
• Locations
• Duty status

• Date and time
• Locations
• Vehicle miles
• Engine hours
• Identifying information on the driver or user, motor
carrier, and vehicle including: duty status, logging
in and out, engine on and off, and when there is a
malfunction.

• Recorded during each
change
• Can be entered manually

Automatically recorded when:
• Change in duty status
• 60 minute intervals while driving
• When the engine is turned on and off
• At the start and end of yard moves and personal
conveyance
Accuracy:
• Within 1 mile when “On-Duty, Driving”
• Within 10 miles when in personal conveyance

EDIT
HISTORY

• Recorded who made edit
and when
• Does not readily display edit
history

• Records who made edit and when
• All edits require an annotation
• Automatically recorded events cannot be changed,
only annotated
• Readily displays edit history to DOT inspectors

DRIVING
TIME

• Driving time only to be edited
when attributed to the wrong
driver

• Driving time cannot be edited

devices. What gives?
A. Please be aware that some
ELD providers require many-year
commitments, which occasionally
come with a price reduction, while
others are strictly month to month. It
is imperative that you find the option
that works best with your business
model. Are there potential discounts
that come with commitments? What
are the drawbacks to a long-term
commitment?

simply capture the necessary data for
you to fill out the report manually?

Q. What’s with all these other
services on some of the
devices? Are they required?
A. Most products offer additional
features besides electronic logging,
such as IFTA reporting, diagnostic
data, etc. It is important to ask what
features are offered and if they are
included in the price.
While many providers offer IFTA
and IRP reporting features, these
features are not always comparable.
For example, does the provider allow
you to submit IFTA and IRP reports
through their software or does it

Q. Where can I find a headto-head comparison on the
compliant devices?
A. Visit the OOIDA Foundation’s
website, OOIDA.com/
OOIDAFoundation, for a copy of the
buyers’ guide and more frequently
asked questions. Additionally, the
Foundation will provide a link to
North American Transportation
Services Association white paper
on the differences and similarities
between ELD and IFTA compliant data
recording systems. LL

Q. The smartphone app and
ECM reading device seems like
a cheap way to go. Am I missing
anything here?
A. If you decide to use your own
smartphone or tablet, will you need a
bigger and more expensive data plan
unless this is included in the cost of
the ELD.
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The Federal Update

Congress approves
amendment curbing
funds for speed
limiter mandate
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

ny progress toward a
speed limiter mandate was
handicapped when the House
of Representatives approved an
amendment to an appropriations
bill that defunds any attempt to
mandate the devices.
An amendment sponsored by
Rep. Scott Perry, R-Pa., and
co-sponsored by Rep. Doug
LaMalfa, R-Calif., and Rep.
Mark Meadows, R-N.C., was
approved by voice vote on Sept.
6 during debate over HR3354,
an appropriations bill for the
U.S. departments of the Interior,
Environment and other related
agencies.

A

“We’re obviously thrilled
Congressman Perry’s
amendment to cut off
funding for FMCSA to
move forward with their
speed limiter proposal
was adopted.”
– Mike Matousek, OOIDA director
of government affairs

The amendment prohibits
the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration and the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration from using any
funds to finalize a September
2016 advance notice of proposed
rulemaking that would require
speed-limiting devices on
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commercial vehicles weighing
more than 26,000 pounds.
“We’re obviously thrilled
Congressman Perry’s amendment
to cut off funding for FMCSA to
move forward with their speed
limiter proposal was adopted,”
OOIDA Director of Government
Affairs Mike Matousek said. “Now
we need to make sure the provision
survives in the Senate and is
ultimately signed into law.”
OOIDA has long opposed any
effort to mandate speed-limiting
devices on commercial trucks,
citing research that risks posed by
increasing vehicle interactions via
speed differentials outweigh any
purported safety benefit of slowing
down large trucks and buses. The
Association has previously asked
for the rulemaking proceeding to be
withdrawn altogether.
The Association opposes
mandatory speed limiters, pointing
to research that contradicts the
feds’ claimed “safety benefits,” as
it would force a speed differential
between heavy trucks and other
vehicles using the highways.
“OOIDA is most concerned
that speed limiters will make the
safest roads – the highways – more
dangerous,” the Association stated
in comments filed in December
2016.
The Association cited split

speeds as the primary concern for
public safety, something a speed
limiter mandate would exacerbate,
particularly in states like Texas,
where speed limits are as high
as 85 mph. Those differentials,
OOIDA argues, create more
dynamic interaction between
cars and trucks than if they were
all traveling predictably at the
prevailing rate of speed. Only
nine states still impose differential
speed limits for cars and heavyduty trucks. OOIDA has lobbied
extensively to encourage states to
move to uniform speed limits.
A Sept. 7, 2016, joint notice of
proposed rulemaking by NHTSA
and FMCSA sought public
comment on a variety of issues
connected with speed limiters,
including whether to set the
speed at 60, 65 or 68 mph, and
whether or not a proposed mandate
should include a retrofit for all
vehicles. The agencies claim that
reducing the travel speed of large
vehicles will lead to a reduction
in the severity of crashes, thereby
reducing the number of fatal and
serious injuries and reducing
property damage. The proposed
rulemaking drew more than 6,700
comments last fall during the
public comment period.
The American Trucking
Associations, which initially
sought a mandate on speed
limiters in a petition filed in 2006,
filed comments opposing the
proposed rule. ATA’s criticism of
the proposed mandate is it lacks
the necessary data and research
demonstrating that “it would not
create new safety hazards that
might outweigh any safety benefits
anticipated by the agencies.” LL
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Slowing the toll roll
Anti-toll amendments affecting
three states get added
to House spending bill.
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

After a late-night voting session on Sept. 7 both
toll amendments to the appropriations bill HR3354,
or the Make America Secure and Prosperous
Appropriations Act, were approved. The amendments
prohibit funding for establishing and collecting tolls
in Oregon, Pennsylvania and Washington.
After a 5-minute debate on the floor, Amendment
No. 49 offered by Reps. Glenn Thompson, R-Pa.,
and Mike Kelly, R-Pa., was agreed to by voice
vote at 9:09 p.m. Using only half of the allotted
10 minutes for debate, the passed amendment will
prohibit any funding in the bill from being used for
establishing or collecting tolls on Interstate 80 in
Pennsylvania.
Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler, R-Wash., used the full
10 minutes for debate on her proposed amendment,
which was agreed to by voice vote less than 30
minutes after Thompson’s and Kelly’s amendment.
Amendment No. 53 will exclude funding to be used
to enter into an agreement for the establishment or
collection of tolls on Interstate 5 or Interstate 205 in
Washington or Oregon.
“Residents of southwest Washington have been
voicing their strong concern to me that Oregon will
be forcing them to pay tolls for infrastructure they
don’t use and that there’s nothing they can do about
it,” Herrera Beutler said in a statement just after the
vote. “They’re concerned that Oregon will make
them an unwilling piggy bank.”
Herrera Beutler clarified that she was not against
a user fee and that her amendment does not prohibit
such a fee from happening.
The amendment threatens recent legislation signed
into law by Oregon Gov. Kate Brown. In late August,
Brown signed a bill that included a provision to
toll Interstate 5 and Interstate 205 between their
interchange and the Washington border.
The tolling provision is billed as a solution to raise
revenue and to discourage tolls would be added on.
The tolls, however, are not a done deal. The
Oregon Transportation Commission must receive
approval from the Federal Highway Administration
Continued on Page 25
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EPA to ‘revisit’ next wave of greenhouse gas rules
By Jami Jones, managing editor

Another burdensome regulation
bearing down on the trucking
industry is on the potential chopping
block. The Environmental Protection
Agency announced in mid-August
that it will “revisit” provisions of the
upcoming Phase 2 of the greenhouse
gas regulations.
“In light of the significant issues
raised, the agency has decided to
revisit the Phase 2 trailer and glider
provisions,” EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt said in a news release.
“We intend to initiate a rulemaking
process that incorporates the

“The Obama administration’s
rule not only ignores the
benefits of gliders, it destroys
an entire industry. To say that I
am grateful for the hard work
of Administrator Pruitt and his
team is an understatement.”
Ð Rep. Diane Black

latest technical data and is wholly
consistent with our authority under
the Clean Air Act.”
Since October 2002, the trucking
industry has endured a series of
limbo-lower-now emission reduction
regulations. The cumulative cost of
compliance with the regulation has
been credited with adding $50,000 to
$70,000 (depending on the truck and
systems) to the cost of a new truck.
In a 2016 survey conducted by the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association’s Foundation, 12 percent
of those surveyed said they planned
to buy a new truck in the next three
years. That number was at 50 percent
just a decade ago.
The Phase 2 proposal builds
upon a Phase 1 final rule for model
years 2014 through 2018 and for
equipment manufacturers to increase
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fuel economy and reduce carbon
emissions by about 23 percent by
model year 2027.
The upcoming rule targets model
year 2021-27 medium- and heavyduty vehicles and loops trailers
and glider kits into the regulation.
Compliance deadlines for the
regulation are set to begin in 2018.
Particularly troublesome in
upcoming Phase 2 is the regulation
of glider kits. Many owner-operators
have turned to the customizable, less
expensive option when purchasing a
“new” truck. In fact, in the OOIDA
survey, 14 percent said they would be
buying a glider kit as their next truck
– 2 percent more than those planning
to buy new.
Shops that build the glider kit
trucks are set to be limited to 300
units per year.
Rep. Diane Black, R-Tenn., has
been leading the charge in Congress
to exempt glider kits from the
upcoming regulation. Following the
EPA’s announcement, Black shared
her appreciation for the agency’s
willingness to give the rule a second
look.
“The Obama administration’s
rule not only ignores the benefits of
gliders, it destroys an entire industry.
To say that I am grateful for the hard
work of Administrator Pruitt and his
team is an understatement,” Black
said in a news release.
According to Black, glider kit
manufacturers such as Fitzgerald
Glider Kits, Harrison Truck Centers
and Indiana Phoenix, argue that
proper research was not conducted
when the regulation was being
developed.
The EPA did not perform any
testing to analyze the environmental
impact of remanufactured engines
and gliders compared to new or
original equipment manufacturer
vehicles, according to Black.
Instead, it relied on unsubstantiated

assumptions about the number of
older engines used in gliders and their
emissions.
Black says this argument was
confirmed in a 2016 study by
Tennessee Tech University. The study
tested emissions from 13 vehicles
and concluded that remanufactured
engines performed equally as well
as the OEM engines when compared
with the 2010 EPA emissions
standards.
“This study demonstrates that
the so-called data the EPA relied
upon was based on unsupported
assumptions rather than true science,”
Black said.
In addition to limiting options
for truckers looking to update their
equipment, the regulation limiting
companies – like Fitzgerald, Harrison
and Indiana Phoenix – could prove
devastating.
“Tennesseans deeply value the
work ethic that those in this industry
exemplify, and it is with great pride
that we can count this as a victory
for communities across our state.
I applaud the administrator for
recognizing the harmful effects this
overreaching regulation would have
on thousands of families dependent
on this trade as a way of life.”
Tommy Fitzgerald Sr., co-founder
of Fitzgerald Glider Kits, Byrdstown,
Tenn., also thanked the administrator
for agreeing to revisit the regulation.
“On behalf of my family
and the terrific employees at
Fitzgerald Glider Kits, I want to
thank Congressman Black and
Administrator Pruitt for their
leadership on this issue and
genuinely caring for the concerns of
small businesses like ours,” he said.
“There is a way to strike a rational
balance between environmental
concerns and jobs, but this rule is
not it. The EPA’s announcement
should inspire small businesses
everywhere.” LL
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Slowing the toll roll
From Page 23

by Dec. 31, 2018, to collect the tolls. Herrera Beutler’s
amendment certainly complicates the future of the tolls.
Now that amendments have been established, the House
will vote on the entire bill. If passed, it will go to the
Senate for a vote or companion bill.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
strongly supports both amendments. In a letter to the
lawmakers offering the amendments, OOIDA Executive
Vice President Todd Spencer expressed how OOIDA
members consistently oppose expansion of tolling as they
lack efficiency and effectiveness compared with user-fee
funding.
“Research has shown that tolling is an extremely
wasteful method of funding our infrastructure compared
to fuel taxes, with as much as 2 percent of revenue going
to administrative costs rather than the construction and
rehabilitation of roads and bridges,” Spencer said. “In
contrast, a majority of revenue generated by user fees
are devoted directly to highway maintenance and new
capacity.”
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Spencer mentioned that any toll expansions can
significantly affect independent truckers’ bottom line.
With few shippers providing toll reimbursement, the
Association feels truckers are already burdened with taxes,
including diesel, tires, trucks and trailers, Unified Carrier
Registration, International Registration Plan and heavy
vehicle use.
Furthermore, he said, expanding tolls can decrease
safety on the nation’s roadways. Tolls can divert highway
traffic to secondary or local roads, which are generally not
equipped to handle high volume and heavy vehicles.
OOIDA has more than 2,200 small-business truckers
in Washington and Oregon and more than 7,000 in
Pennsylvania.
“We applaud Reps. Thompson and Herrera-Beutler for
having the insight and willingness to submit amendments
to H.R. 3354 that would effectively block tolls from the
communities they represent,” the Alliance for Toll-Free
Interstates told Land Line in a statement. “Tolls are a
terrible and wasteful use of transportation funds and should
be flat-out rejected by policymakers.” LL
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House passes automated vehicle
legislation; commercial vehicles
not included
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
NEW!
Available
YearRound!

OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
Circle No. 25 on Response Card
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The House passed the Safely Ensuring Lives Future
Deployment and Research in Vehicle Evolution Act, or
SELF DRIVE Act, by a voice vote in early September.
The bill establishes new rules for “highly automated
vehicles,” excluding commercial motor vehicles.
If passed by the Senate, the SELF DRIVE Act will
require the U.S. Department of Transportation to
“complete research to determine the most cost-effective
method and terminology for informing consumers about
the capabilities and limitations of each highly automated
vehicle or each vehicle that performs partial driving
automation.”

To appease safety groups and avoid other
complications, commercial vehicles were
left out of the SAFE DRIVE Act.
However, the bill defines “highly automated vehicle”
as “a motor vehicle, other than a commercial motor
vehicle, that is equipped with an automated driving
system.” By leaving commercial vehicles out of the
equation, the future of self-driving trucks is still in limbo.
The SELF DRIVE Act would allow manufacturers to
bypass certain state and federal safety/design regulations
for self-driving cars in order to speed up the development
of the technology. Automakers will be limited to
introduce no more than 100,000 of these vehicles each
year.
Manufacturers have complained – and lawmakers have
acknowledged – that varying state laws have made it
difficult to roll out newer technology. Consumers could
find themselves in a predicament during interstate travel
when driving into a state that does not allow the same
self-driving protections as the driver’s home state. This
bill gives the federal government the final say, alleviating
burden caused by patchwork state regulations.
Consumers will be protected by the bill if passed.
According to the bill, automakers will have to
communicate to purchasers of highly automated vehicles
the capabilities and limitations of the vehicle.
Under the bill, manufacturers will not be able to sell
highly automated vehicles without having developed a
cybersecurity plan that covers these points:
n A written cybersecurity policy for detecting and
responding to cyberattacks, unauthorized intrusions
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and false/spurious messages or vehicle control
commands;
n Establishing an officer as the point of contact with
responsibility for the management of cybersecurity;
n A process for limiting access to automated driving
systems; and
n A process for employee training and supervision
for implementation and maintenance of the
cybersecurity plan.

The bill also requires the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration to establish a Highly Automated
Vehicle Advisory. The advisory council will include
business/academia/independent researchers, state and
local authorities, 14 safety and consumer advocates,
engineers, labor organizations, environmental experts
and a NHTSA representative.
To appease safety groups and avoid other
complications, commercial vehicles were left out
of the SAFE DRIVE Act. Meanwhile, the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
is responsible for establishing legislation regarding
automated technology in commercial vehicles. At press
time, the committee was scheduled to have a hearing
titled “Transportation Innovation: Automated Trucks
and our Nation’s Highways” on Sept. 13, to address
legislation issues with trucks, buses and other heavyduty vehicles.
One week after the House passed the SELF DRIVE
Act, NHTSA released its new automated vehicle
guidelines titled “Automated Driving Systems: A Vision
for Safety 2.0.” According to a NHTSA press release,
the new voluntary guidelines include:
n Focuses on SAE International Levels of Automation
3-5 – Automated Driving Systems – Conditional,
High, and Full Automation;
n Clarifies the guidance process and that entities do
not need to wait to test or deploy their ADSs;
n Revises unnecessary design elements from the
safety self-assessment;
n Aligns Federal Guidance with the latest
developments and industry terminology;
n Clarifies Federal and State roles going forward. LL
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Driver-facing cameras get the boot in Quebec
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

Driver-facing cameras just got a poke in the eye from
a Canadian court.
A Quebec Superior Court in Montreal has upheld
an arbitrator’s ruling that Sysco Quebec cannot have
driver-facing cameras in its delivery fleet. Sysco
Quebec is part of Sysco, the food supply company
that operates the second-largest private fleet in North
America. Sysco Quebec employs about 70 drivers,
according to court records. Their fleet is primarily
day cabs.

Sysco Quebec drivers were happy
to have the forward-facing cameras.
They were not happy about the
cameras staring them in the face.
Problems first arose when Sysco Quebec installed
DriveCam exterior and interior cameras in November
2012. Drivers were happy to have the forward-facing
cameras. They were not happy about the cameras
staring them in the face.
Lytx, the company that distributes DriveCam,
explains that while the driver-facing cameras record
all the time, they continually overwrite their memory.
Video is only saved when an event – a crash, for
example – causes the system to save 10 seconds
of video immediately before the incident and 10
seconds after. Those are the only images management
sees, the company says.
Even so, the Montreal Sysco drivers were not
happy. They complained to their union that they
felt intimidated by the cameras. Sometimes, they
claimed, a bump in the road would cause the camera
to save and transmit video back to Sysco.
So the union filed a grievance asking that the
driver-facing cameras be removed. Sysco declined,
and the grievance ultimately made its way to an
arbitrator who ruled in May 2016 that the cameras
had to go.
Now it was Sysco’s turn to be unhappy. Sysco
obeyed the ruling and removed the interior cameras.
They also filed a lawsuit claiming the arbitrator had
misinterpreted and misapplied the law. The arbitrator,
Sysco said, had failed to properly consider a driver’s
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expectation of privacy while in the driver’s seat.
According to Sysco, the case was about the balance
between a driver’s right to privacy and the company’s
duty to proactively promote safety and health. In
its Aug. 18 decision, the court found the arbitrator
had considered that balance correctly. Methods
“less intrusive” than those cameras could be used to
further the interests of safety, the court said.
So the arbitrator’s ruling stands, at least for now.
Lytx deferred to their client, Sysco, for comment.
For its part, Sysco declined to comment, but in an
interesting way. Sysco’s corporate director of external
communications wrote in an email: “Thank you for
reaching out. Sysco does not provide comment on
pending litigation.”
Pending litigation?
Sounds like Sysco may not have accepted the latest
court decision as the final word.
Even if it were, the issue of driver-facing cameras
is not really settled in Quebec. In 2014, Linde
Canada installed the same DriveCam systems in its
trucks. Linde is the German-based company that
supplies industrial gases across North America. Some
of those gases are dangerous.
Linde drivers complained about the cameras, a
grievance was filed, and as in the Sysco case, the
issue went to arbitration. But in the Linde case, the
arbitrator found in favor of the company. The nature
of the cargo made the difference. Hazardous cargo,
such as hydrogen, tipped the scale and the Linde fleet
now has driver-facing cameras.
These two conflicting opinions make it hard to
predict the future of driver-facing cameras, at least in
the Canadian province of Quebec, the only place in
which those decisions apply. LL
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Canada approves new Ambassador Bridge, with ÔconditionsÕ
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

The Canadian government
announced it has approved an
enhancement project for the
Ambassador Bridge, which connects
Detroit to Windsor, Ontario. The
bridge is part of the busiest land
border crossing in North America.
Minister of Transport Marc Garneau
made the announcement via a news
release on Sept. 6, explaining an
application to build a new span was
approved “subject to conditions.”
“The government of Canada
recognizes the importance of
ensuring the continued flow of trade
and travelers between Windsor and
Detroit, one of the most important
Canada-United States border
crossings,” Garneau said in a
statement. “The construction of the
replacement Ambassador Bridge,
together with the Gordie Howe

International Bridge project, will
ensure that Canadians continue to
benefit from the efficient movement
of people and goods at this crossing
while providing infrastructure
improvements for the local
community.”
The project will see the construction
of a replacement six-lane bridge
as well as an expansion of the
Ambassador Bridge’s associated
Canada Border Services Agency
facility, according to the release.
Under Canada’s International
Bridges and Tunnels Act, those
conditions include dismantling the
existing bridge when the replacement
bridge is open, improving local
infrastructure, creating new public
green spaces, protecting the
environment, and considering
indigenous people’s interests.
A series of protracted battles have
played out in courts on both sides

of the border between the Detroit
International Bridge Co., which
owns and operates the 88-year-old
bridge, and various state, federal and
provincial governments in the U.S.
and Canada, as the state of Michigan
and the Canadian governments plan
to build a new, multibillion dollar
span, the Gordie Howe International
Bridge, 2 miles downriver. The
bridge company is owned by Detroit
businessman Manuel “Matty”
Moroun. The bridge company has
long sought to twin the bridge and
finally obtained approval for such
construction from the U.S. Coast
Guard in March 2016.
But a statement issued by Michigan
Gov. Rick Snyder suggests Moroun
will have to go back and obtain
additional permits from the U.S.
government, since the Canadian plan
authorizes replacement rather than
twinning. LL
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Seven states
authorize
tests of truck
platooning
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

T

he trend to test driver-assisted
truck platooning technology
on highways around the country
continues to speed ahead. The
concept uses a lead truck to control
the speed and braking of other trucks.
Advocates say truck platooning
will save fuel because of reduced
aerodynamic drag, lessen traffic
congestion, and improve highway
safety. Some supporters acknowledge
it will work best on relatively
flat, divided highways outside of
populated areas.
In an effort to encourage testing
on their roadways,
states are working
out agreements for
multi-state testing.
One example is the
I-10 Corridor Coalition
connecting ports in
Long Beach, Calif.,
and Los Angeles to
Houston.
To make the testing
a reality along the I-10
corridor and elsewhere
state legislators are
taking action to
eliminate legal barriers.
The actions revise state
following-too-closely
laws and permit testing.
In 2015, Utah became the first
state to take action to permit
testing. Florida and Michigan
followed suit a year ago. So far this
year more than a half-dozen states
have acted.
One state to take action this
summer is NEVADA.
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The Silver State has authorized
testing of autonomous vehicles in
the past but there was no state law
specifying the practice is legal. The
new law makes platooning legal.
A new rule in ARKANSAS permits
truck platooning. Specifically,
HB1754 revises state law that covers
the minimum requirements for
vehicle following distances.
Arkansas law mandates a minimum

of 200 feet between vehicles
traveling on highways. The revision
exempts platooning vehicles from the
following distance rule.
A licensed commercial driver is
required in each platooning vehicle.
An exception would be made on a
closed course.
Sen. Charlie Collins, R-Fayetteville,
said the new law does not take a
driver out of the seat of the truck.

Following-too-close rules by state are all over the map. Many states
differentiate between cars, large trucks, and caravans. Other states
do not distinguish the class of vehicle. In addition, a growing number
of states are exempting truck platoons from following-too-close rules.
Below are the following distance rules by state for large trucks.

n Minimum following distances range from 100-150 feet
n Minimum following distances range from 200-250 feet
n 300 feet minimum
n Minimum following distances of at least 400 feet
n Sufficient space to enter and occupy without danger
States that exempt truck platoons from following-too-close rules
Competitive Enterprise Institute contributed to this map.
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“It would only allow trucking
companies to put a plan forward to
allow platooning technology.”
Trucking companies are required to
submit any plans to the Arkansas State
Highway Commission for approval.
One new law in TEXAS does not
explicitly exempt platooning vehicles
from the state’s “sufficient space to
enter and occupy without danger”
requirement for following distance.
Instead, HB1791 permits a vehicle
equipped with a connected braking
system to control the braking systems
of following vehicles.
TENNESSEE law requires a 300-feet
minimum following distance for large
trucks. A new law amends the state’s
distance rule to accommodate truck
platoons.
SB676 applies to “a group of
individual motor vehicles that are
traveling in a unified manner at
electronically coordinated speeds.”
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The new law also permits the state to
implement a pilot program.
Rep. Kelly Keisling, R-Byrdstown,
opposed the legislation as it made its
way through the statehouse. Keisling,
an OOIDA life member, said he has
documented traveling nearly 2 million
miles behind the wheel of a truck.
“This is absolutely one of the worst
pieces of legislation I have seen in six
years on the House floor,” he said.
“Let’s get serious. This bill is not
about safety for us, our families, and
our constituents.”
Instead, Keisling said the change is
about generating “big bucks” for an
out-of-state company selling software
for trucks.
A change made in GEORGIA law
now exempts automated platooning
vehicles, including large trucks, from
the state’s following-too-close rule.
State statute requires all other traffic to
provide “sufficient space to enter and

occupy without danger.”
Also signed into law in SOUTH
CAROLINA is an exemption for truck
platoons from the state’s minimum
following distance. Specifically,
H3289 frees affected trucks from the
state’s “sufficient space” requirement
to provide on all roadways.
Across the state line in NORTH
CAROLINA, a new law has also been
enacted.
No minimum distance is listed in
state law. Instead, statute defines
following too closely as “more closely
than is reasonable and prudent, having
due regard for the speed of such
vehicles and the traffic upon and the
condition of the highway.”
HB716 excuses platooning
commercial vehicles from distance
rules as long as the state Department
of Transportation authorizes the
activity. LL
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Iowa closes in on implementing ‘smart truck parking’ technology
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Iowa is the latest state to look
into a truck parking information
management system as part of
a Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery
(TIGER) grant that was awarded to
eight Midwestern states nearly two
years ago.
The Iowa Department of
Transportation is in the beginning
stages of establishing technology
that will monitor truck parking
availability and alert truckers.
Initially, the technology will be
available along the Interstate 80
corridor.
According to Phil Mescher,
Iowa DOT project manager and
transportation planner, smart truck
parking will be available at 16
private truck stops and 21 public

rest areas on the I-80 corridor by
January 2019. IDOT will monitor
the program for three years and
possibly expand the technology to
other locations if proven successful.
A contract could be awarded by
October. Mescher said a full year
will be needed for implementation,
including construction. Per TIGER
grant terms, the program is required
to go live by Jan. 4, 2019.
In October 2015, eight states in
the Midwest were awarded a TIGER
grant worth $25 million between
all the states. The grant sought to
implement a regional truck parking
information management system
where truckers will be provided with
reliable, real-time information on
parking availability.
Kansas, Kentucky, Indiana, Iowa,
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and
Wisconsin all received a portion of

the TIGER grant.
The project applies to state DOTowned and private rest areas for
truckers. When completed, the
project will be one of the largest
geographic areas of intelligent
transportation systems deployment
of truck parking technology in the
country, according to a U.S. DOT
news release.
According to Jason’s Law truck
parking survey results, drivers
rated the I-80 corridor as one of
the top five corridors with parking
shortages. However, both OOIDA
and American Trucking Associations
respondents ranked Iowa as one
of the top states with a sufficient
supply of parking. When accounting
for all data points, the survey
concluded that Iowa was one of
several states “reporting the most
severe challenges.” LL

Compliance made easy.
As an owner-operator you and your drivers must be compliant with
DOT drug and alcohol testing laws. You need to make sure you’re
properly enrolled in a consortium, your testing records are in order
and all test results are properly documented.
CMCI minimizes the confusion of mandatory drug and alcohol
testing and record keeping requirements. CMCI provides
customers with vital information regarding detailed record
keeping, driver and supervisor training and testing.
CMCI annual enrollment cost is one of the lowest in the industry
with your OOIDA Membership dues. Each enrollment includes:

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

All selected random drug and alcohol tests
Medical Review Officer services
National collection site network
Certificate of enrollment
Education materials
Supervisor training
Driver handbook
*additional site fees may apply

Call CMCI today for more information and pricing.
Your partner in mandatory drug & alcohol testing requirements
A division of Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association Inc.

(800) 288-3784
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By Land Line staff

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet has launched a Web
portal called My CDL that will allow commercial drivers
to complete CDL applications and self-certifications
online. It also will allow CDL holders to upload pictures of
medical examiners’ certificates and waivers.
As of Oct. 1, submitting these documents through
the My CDL Web portal are mandatory. The Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet will no longer accept documents
through fax or by email from the Clerk’s Office.
The necessary data can be submitted through any
smartphone, PC, laptop or tablet, according to the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet. My CDL users should
receive email confirmation of document receipt. Within
10 days, they should be alerted via email whether their
reviewed documents meet federal guidelines or require
further attention.
“My CDL eliminates the guesswork of document
submission for our CDL customers as well as saves them
time and money,” Matt Cole, director of the Division of
Driver Licensing, said in a news release. “In addition to
providing a modernized, secure, convenient service for our
136,000 CDL holders, the document portal also reduces
manual processes for the Division of Driver Licensing.
This presents our team of employees the opportunity
to support customers and time to review CDL document
submissions with the 10 days the federal government
allows.” LL

Rhode Island commission
rejects truck ban
on certain state roads
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

RHODE ISLAND

KENTUCKY

Kentucky CDL holders
required to submit
documents online

Truckers scored a partial victory in Rhode Island
after a state DOT proposal to ban trucks from
several state roads was rejected.
The State Traffic Commission recently voted to
deny RIDOT’s truck ban. The proposed plan would
keep trucks on interstates that are more suitable for
their weight, according to RIDOT. However, most
of the 15 routes listed in the ban also could be used
to circumvent the truck-only tolls established by the
RhodeWorks program.
“RIDOT has taken their next shot in its ongoing
war against the trucking industry,” said Chris
Maxwell, Rhode Island Trucking Association
president and CEO. “By restricting well-traveled
truck routes statewide in an attempt to prevent
diversion around tolls, they are choking our state’s
supply chain and economy and, in the end, harming
the consumers of Rhode Island – all to prop up
their failed plan.”
The latest rejection vote only delays the potential
truck ban on certain state roads.
“Let’s be very clear – our roads and bridges are
not in their present condition because of trucks,”
Maxwell said. “RIDOT failed for decades to deliver
on its mission to provide safe roads and bridges,
and now they are pivoting to blame trucks for their
ineptitude and malfeasance.” LL
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California extends
cap-and-trade program
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The OOIDA-Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

OOIDA, its board of directors and its
members thank

for its generous commitment of $10,000
to the OOIDA-Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund for 2017/2018.
OOIDA is grateful for Shell’s partnership
with OOIDA in this important member
program.

800-444-5791
www.ooidafoundation.org

Watch upcoming issues
of Land Line for the
2017/2018 winners!
Other Major Benefactors

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.

Cullen Law Firm, PLLC
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A deal worked out by California state legislators extends a
one-of-a-kind program known as “cap-and-trade” through
2030.
The program is most notable to truck drivers and others
because of associated fuel tax rate increases that are
estimated to add another 70 cents per gallon.
Then-Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed into law the
program in 2006 through passage of the California Global
Warming Solutions Act. The program allows the California
Air Resources Board to cap greenhouse gas emissions and
require companies to buy permits to exceed those caps.
California law requires the state to cut greenhouse gas
emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030. The
program in place to achieve that threshold, however, had a
2020 sunset date barring legislative approval to extend it.
The extension narrowly approved this summer by
state legislators and signed by Gov. Jerry Brown allows
continuation of the program that is opposed by people on
the left and right as well as environmentalists who say it is
too kind to industry.
The cap-and-trade system initially applied solely to
power plants and other heavy manufacturers. Since Jan. 1,
2015, the program also includes oil companies.
CARB has estimated the program could eventually result
in a fuel tax increase between 15 cents and 73 cents per
gallon as oil companies pass on costs to consumers.
In the past 2½ years, the state’s Legislative Analyst’s
Office found the program has added 11 cents per gallon in
additional costs for gas and 13 cents more for diesel. In all,
consumers are paying $2 billion more per year for fuel.
Sen. Ted Gaines, R-El Dorado, said the burden of higher
fuel taxes is only getting worse with Gov. Brown signing
into law earlier this year a separate bill to raise vehicle
taxes and fees.
Effective Nov. 1, the excise rate on gas will increase by
12 cents and the diesel rate will be raised by 20 cents. The
gas rate will increase another 7.5 cents in July 2019.
The excise rates on gas and diesel will also be adjusted
for inflation beginning in July 2020. LL

8

For a complete rundown of state
legislation, visit LandLineMag.com
and click on “Legislative Watch.”
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By Land Line staff

A new law in Oregon is touted to raise billions over the
next decade for transportation work.
The $5.3 billion revenue boost will benefit projects via
new taxes and fees. A toll option is included.
A 10-cent increase in the state’s 30-cent fuel tax rate
headlines the deal. An initial 4-cent increase in 2018 will
be followed by 2-cent increases every two years through
2024.
For professional drivers, proportionate increases
will be applied to the weight-mile tax, trip permits and
variance permits.
The existing 16.38-cent per mile tax on large trucks
will increase to 25.12 cents by January 2024.
The tolling provision is billed as a solution to raise
revenue and to discourage people from driving during
rush hour in the Portland area. Specifically, tolls would
be added on Interstate 5 and Interstate 205 between their
interchange and the Washington border.
Tolls, however, are not a done deal. The Oregon
Transportation Commission must receive approval from
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the Federal Highway Administration by Dec. 31, 2018,
to collect the tolls.
Advocates say tolls would help cover costs for an
estimated $1.1 billion in congestion and freight relief
projects in the Portland area.
Despite the push from the state to collect tolls, a recent
change made to a federal House spending bill could
thwart the effort.
Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler, R-Wash., pushed for the
insertion of language to exclude federal funding to be
used to enter into an agreement for the collection of tolls
on I-5 or I-205 in Washington or Oregon.
OOIDA believes when there is a valid need to generate
additional revenue increasing fuel tax rates is the most
equitable way to accomplish that goal. Mike Matousek,
OOIDA director of government affairs, has pointed out
that any increase should be applied equally to gasoline
and diesel. He says that safeguards are also necessary to
keep the additional revenue for roads and bridges.
In Oregon, new taxes will also be added to employee
paychecks statewide to benefit public transit in nonurban
areas. LL

OREGON

Oregon’s $5.3 billion roads deal raises
truck, fuel taxes; toll less certain
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH

What’s happening in your state legislature?

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The majority of
state legislatures
have wrapped up
their work for this
year. A special
thanks to those of you who
followed what took place in your
state and who tipped us off on
initiatives you cared about.
Here’s our early fall roundup
of what governors signed into
law in recent weeks and of other
items still active.
For a complete rundown
of state legislation, visit
LandLineMag.com and click on
“Legislative Watch” under the
“Important Info” tab.

CALIFORNIA
The Legislature has approved a
measure that addresses the state’s capand-trade program. ACA1 authorizes
a question to be placed on the
statewide ballot to require a one-time,
two-thirds vote of the Legislature
to appropriate money raised by the
program.
Meanwhile, two bill of interest have
died.
SB158 would implement a federal
rule that requires people seeking a
CDL to complete a certified course
of instruction from a commercial
driving institution or program offered
by an employer before being issued a
license. The bill also would establish

minimum behind-the-wheel training
requirements to be completed as part
of CDL training.
AB301 would reduce wait times
for CDL testing. The DMV would
ultimately be required to test
trained truck and bus drivers within
seven days after they request an
appointment. If approved, wait time
must be no more than 14 days by July
1, 2019, and no more than one week
by July 1, 2021.
One bill nearing passage, AB807,
would open the door to keeping the
state on daylight saving time yearround. Voters would make the final
decision at the state level. If approved
at the ballot, legislators would be
required to vote by a two-thirds
margin to petition the U.S. Congress
to keep California on daylight saving
time throughout the year.

DELAWARE
State lawmakers have acted to protect
the state’s transportation money
from themselves. SB20 adds a state
constitutional amendment that would
require a three-fourths supermajority
at the statehouse to use transportation
money for other purposes.

Connecticut

ILLINOIS
Gov. Bruce Rauner signed into law
a bill to mandate prospective truck
drivers receive training on human
trafficking prevention. Specifically,
HB1677 incorporates a course
into driver training for individuals
applying for an Illinois CDL. The
course will teach students how to
identify and prevent trafficking.

The General Assembly has
endorsed adding a proposed
constitutional amendment to the
November 2018 statewide ballot to
protect the state’s transportation
revenue from raids via a “lockbox.”
The proposed amendment, HJ100,
did not require the governor’s
signature to be placed on the ballot.

MAINE
The Legislature overturned Gov.
Paul LePage’s veto of a bill to set in
motion plans to construct a 5-mile toll
road in the Portland area. Previously
LD905, the new law requires the
Maine Turnpike Authority to build a
connector road from south Gorham
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to the Maine Turnpike. Before the
project can move forward, however,
the law mandates that an evaluation
of reasonable alternatives must be
completed.
A new law that took effect without
the governor’s signature is intended
to help curb human trafficking. The
new law does not mandate training for
CDL applicants and truckers renewing
their licenses. Instead, it simply
requires truckers to be provided with
information about trafficking and how
to report suspicious activities.

MONTANA
Starting Oct. 1, a new law prohibits
state personnel from using automatic
license plate readers on public
roadways. HB149 allows law
enforcement agencies in the state to
use readers for purposes that include
identifying stolen vehicles, locating
vehicles involved in “major” crimes,
locating missing persons, and “casespecific investigative surveillance.”
Data collected could not be kept for
more than 90 days without a request
for extension or warrant.
NEW JERSEY
Gov. Chris Christie has signed
into law a bill that is intended to
reduce lines and wait times at state
Motor Vehicle Commission offices.
State law has set driver’s license
expirations on the last day of the 48th
month after the license was issued.
S2564 provides that driver’s licenses
expire every four years on his or her
birthday. The new rule takes effect on
Feb. 1.
One bill would make permanent
a ban on truck traffic in excess of
26,000 pounds along state Route 29
from its intersection with Interstate
95 to its intersection with state Route
129. S3000 would make exceptions
for deliveries, pickups or trucks
providing services on or within 3
miles of the route.
OCTOBER 2017

OHIO
Two bills halfway through the
statehouse are of interest. HB125
would discourage local speed traps by
making county and municipal courts
responsible for citations issued in
villages with fewer than 200 residents.
Fines, fees and other charges in
excess of, or not included in, the local
municipal or county court’s schedule
of fines and costs would be capped.
The bill also specifies the jurisdiction
of municipal and county courts over
municipal traffic ordinances.
HB60 would make available
enhanced driver’s licenses for Ohio
residents. The licenses would be
available for commercial drivers,
motorists and identification cards. An
alternative to traveling with a passport,
the federally approved identification is
available for people crossing borders
between the U.S., Canada, Mexico or
Caribbean.

PENNSYLVANIA
The Senate voted unanimously to
advance a bill that applies to “rogue”
household goods movers. SB458
applies criminal penalties to HHG
movers who fail to adhere to existing
rules in the state. Fine revenue
would be used to help motor carrier
enforcement efforts. The bill has
moved to the House.
TEXAS
One new law already in effect
permits good Samaritans to rescue
“vulnerable” individuals from locked
vehicles without concern of legal
repercussions. Previously HB478,
the new law requires that before
any rescue individuals would need
to confirm the vehicle is locked and
contact law enforcement.
WISCONSIN
An Assembly bill focuses on DOT

West Virginia
State lawmakers acted during
a special session to approve
a proposed constitutional
amendment – SJR6 – to aid
transportation work. If approved
by voters on the Oct. 7 ballot,
the Legislature will issue and sell
$1.6 billion in bonds over the next
four years to build and upgrade
the state’s roads and bridges.
Repayment of the bond debt
would come via additional money
available through vehicle tax and
fee increases approved during the
same special session.

reform. Included in AB456 is a
provision to prohibit construction of
roundabouts by the state agency unless
local governments sign off on the
projects. LL
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OOIDA: FMCSA continues to bypass
rulemaking process on sleep apnea

I

n a supplemental
filing on Sept. 8
to the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit, the
Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers
Association said the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s explanation
for why it didn’t go forward with any rulemaking regarding
obstructive sleep apnea serves as proof the agency bypassed
the rulemaking process with its regulation of the sleep
disorder.
“The withdrawal demonstrates that the respondents
would prefer to continue to address this issue through the

“FMCSA has been able to advance this
agenda without either exposing those
requirements to the public comment and
transparency requirements.”
– OOIDA legal filing

unaccountable and nontransparent use of ‘guidelines’ or
‘advisory criteria,’” OOIDA’s attorney, Paul D. Cullen Jr.,
wrote.
In April, OOIDA filed a lawsuit against the U.S.
Department of Transportation that alleged the FMCSA
bypassed the rulemaking process by slipping regulations
regarding obstructive sleep apnea into a 2015 final rule that
required the agency’s certified medical examiners to use a
new medical form.
OOIDA argued that the FMCSA incorporated into the
Code of Federal Regulations a detailed list of specific
medical criteria as Appendix A that the agency didn’t
include in its notice of proposed rulemaking. That criteria
included obstructive sleep apnea as one of the areas for
medical examiners to review when deciding whether or not
to medically certify a driver. A law was signed in October
2013 that required the FMCSA to go through the formal
rulemaking process before mandating sleep apnea testing
for commercial drivers.
“For the last 17 years, petitioners have witnessed and
experienced the driver medical certification process become
more complicated, burdensome and expensive,” OOIDA
wrote in its brief. “This has occurred as FMCSA has
gradually revised and expanded the scope of its so-called
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‘advisory’ medical criteria and then incorporated those
criteria in the instruction and training of medical examiners.
“FMCSA has been able to advance this agenda without
either exposing those requirements to the public comment
and transparency requirements under the Administrative
Procedures Act, or performing a cost-benefit analysis of
them under the Motor Carrier Act. Now that FMCSA has
incorporated those criteria as a stand-alone section of the
Code of Federal Regulations, it is time that they be held
accountable to the public for their promulgation.”
FMCSA contends that the medical certification final rule
didn’t expand any examination or testing requirements, and
that the addition of sleep apnea into the advisory guidance
started in 2000.
In March 2016, FMCSA took its first steps toward taking
a sleep apnea regulation through the rulemaking process
when it joined the Federal Railroad Administration for an
advanced notice of proposed rulemaking that sought data
and information concerning the prevalence of moderate-tosevere obstructive sleep apnea among individuals occupying
safety-sensitive positions in highway and rail transportation.
This past August, the FMCSA formally withdrew the
rulemaking, saying that “current safety programs” are the
appropriate avenues to address obstructive sleep apnea.
“With this withdrawal, FMCSA continues to revise its
requirement that truck drivers be examined for obstructive
sleep apnea but without adherence to public law or the
rulemaking requirements of the Administrative Procedures
Act,” OOIDA wrote in its latest filing. “In its withdrawal,
FMCSA states that obstructive sleep apnea remains an
ongoing concern, and that it received valuable information
from the public comments. But it makes no finding nor
describes any reason not to go forward with an obstructive
sleep apnea rulemaking. It states, without explanation,
that it believes ‘the current safety programs … are the
appropriate avenue to address obstructive sleep apnea.’”
OOIDA also said that the FMCSA’s proposed future
actions, which include updating its bulletin to medical
examiners, support the argument that the agency has
established a rule.
“FMCSA clearly communicates that trainers of medical
examiners, medical examiners and drivers must comply
with the sleep apnea ‘criteria,’” OOIDA wrote. “If
respondents are not able to promulgate a new rule focused
specifically on obstructive sleep apnea, then they can’t
defend the challenged final rule for incorporating, without
public comment or analysis, instructions to medical
examiners to review truck drivers for obstructive sleep
apnea and other health issues.” LL
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Weigh in this
election season
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor
With 3 percent of the nearly 8,000 elected officials at the state
and federal levels of government on ballots – down from 80
percent one year ago – voters this fall will focus on issues
closer to home.
For professional drivers, each election should create fervent
involvement because ballot issues and elected officials at
every level of government can have far-reaching effects on the
truck industry.
OOIDA has worked for the interests of all truck drivers for
nearly a half century. During that time, elected officials at
all levels of government have witnessed the commitment of
professional drivers.
The Association offers truckers resources to make their
voices heard. Included in this issue is information on
registering to vote, early voting and absentee ballots.
Truckers who have not yet registered to vote or
requested a ballot are encouraged to get involved. Visit
FightingForTruckers.com for information on voting in your
home state.
Truckers who do not have Web access – or those who
have questions or need assistance – can call the OOIDA
Membership Department at 800-444-5791, ext. 4906.
It is worth the effort. Professional drivers have every
incentive to use the information available to take advantage of
opportunities to have a say in who’s representing them and
what issues they support or oppose. LL

Truckers
take action
Communicating with elected officials is a
task that you cannot afford to step away
from. The importance of your livelihood
dictates constant vigilance of goings-on
at the federal, state and local levels of
government.
At the federal level, OOIDA is working to
bring truckers together to turn back overregulation of the industry. The Association
this spring launched the “Knock Out
Bad Regs” campaign to help ensure the
Trump administration and Congress follow
through on promises to reduce regulatory
burdens.
The campaign includes member
activism and targeted efforts on proposed
regulations, as well as holding the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration

Your vote
is your voice.

© iStockphoto.com/Thea Design

Be heard
on Nov. 7.

40 LAND LINE

OCTOBER 2017

accountable.
With the help of the internet, email and
satellite radio, OOIDA has the capability
to relay info quickly to truckers about
the Association’s campaign and other
important issues. Land Line Magazine
produces daily news online for OOIDA’s
websites, Land Line Now broadcasts on
Sirius XM Road Dog Channel 146. And
OOIDA’s Call to Action team is ready
to alert truckers of hot-button issues
being discussed in Washington, D.C., in
state legislatures, and in communities
throughout the country.
Team members with email will receive
the most current updates on critical
issues.
After receiving your alert, it is essential
you contact your elected official(s),
whose information will be provided;
visit their office(s) for a face-to-face
conversation; when possible, attend
a meeting where they are present for
discussion; or submit comments. LL

Relentless.
Your vote is your voice.
It matters.
With Election Day only weeks
away, it is important to get
registered now to ensure
your voice is heard this fall
on matters largely focused
on local issues. Follow these
guidelines and start making a
difference.

Deadline to register
Deadlines for voter registration
are all over the map, but in many
states you need to register at least
20 days before heading to the
voting booth. See Page 43 for
your state’s elections office phone
number and Web addresses.

Rules for registering

To sign up for OOIDA
Calls to Action, visit
FightingForTruckers.com.
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For most states you can register
to vote in person or by mail.
Depending on your state, you may
be able to print your registration
form from a website or pick one
up in person from the DMV, local
board of elections office, post
office, library or other locations
designated by state officials.
About three-fourths of all states
either use or are in the process of
taking advantage of the internet
to simplify the voter registration
process.
According to the National
Conference of State Legislatures,
34 states offer online paperless
registration: Alabama, Alaska,
Arizona, California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia,
Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Maryland, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,

Nevada, New Mexico, New York,
Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Carolina,
Utah, Vermont, Virginia,
Washington, West Virginia and
Wisconsin. The number of states
offering an online registration
option is up from 12 only four
years ago.
Four more states – Florida,
Idaho, Oklahoma and Tennessee
– have adopted rules allowing
people to register online but
haven’t yet implemented the
process.
If you reside in the latter group
of states, you will need to register
in person or by mail for the fall
election.

Who can vote?
As long as you’re 18 or older, an
American citizen, and a resident
of the state where you’re planning
to register, you have an equal
chance to decide who you want to
run your country, your state, your
region and your town.

Where to vote?
After you’ve sent in your
registration form, your state will
mail out details about your polling
place. Some states will send a
voter registration ID card, which
you may be required to show at
the polls. Other states require a
photo ID when voting.
Many states also offer advance
voting, voting by mail and
absentee voting – making it
possible for truckers to have their
voices heard no matter where they
happen to be on Election Day. LL
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Election Day. On the job?
Vote ahead.
Driving over the road on Election Day is not a reason
to sacrifice your right to vote. This fall, you can
still make your voice heard back home and help set
the course on issues at the state and local levels of
government. One year from now, federal races will
again dominate ballots.
All states allow advance voting. It’s a perfect setup
for professional drivers. Some states allow mail-in
ballots, commonly referred to as absentee ballots. Other
states allow voting in person at locations leading up
to Election Day. This is known as early voting. Some
states even conduct certain, if not all, elections by mail.
Your local elections office or secretary of state’s office
should have details.
Even if no issue on your local ballot impassions you
this fall, go ahead and get set up for absentee or early
voting so that you are ready – in advance – for the fall
2018 election.

Absentee ballots – or even permanent absentee
ballots – can be requested by contacting a county
clerk, county auditor, county registrar or supervisor of
elections, or the board of elections – depending on the
state. Phone numbers for those offices should be in the
government pages of your local phone book or on the
official state website.

Absentee voting

Mail voting

More than half of all states offer “no-excuse” absentee
voting – meaning you do not have to give a reason why
you want to cast an absentee ballot. Other states either
allow permanent no-excuse absentee voting or allow
voters to cast absentee ballots only under a limited set
of circumstances.

Colorado, Oregon and Washington run their elections
entirely by mail. The process is used to send a ballot
to every registered voter prior to Election Day. In
addition, 18 states allow certain elections to be
conducted by mail. LL

Early voting
Some type of early voting is offered in 37 states. It
allows voters to simply decide to vote early.
No-excuse early voting differs from absentee voting.
Voters may visit an election official’s office – or in
some states other satellite voting locations – and cast
ballots in person.
The time periods for early voting vary by state. The
average starting time for early voting is about three
weeks before Election Day.

Permanent absentee ballots
Eight states offer
permanent absentee
ballots for any voter.
Those states:
Arizona
California
Hawaii
Minnesota
Montana
Nevada
New Jersey
Utah

For information on getting
an absentee ballot or to find
out if your state offers early
voting, contact your local
elections office or secretary
of state’s office. See the
state-by-state contact
information on Page 43

© iStockphoto.com/Thea Design

According to the National
Conference of State Legislatures,
nine states make available
permanent absentee ballots for
at least certain voters. States
with permanent absentee ballots
available for some voters:
Alaska
Mississippi
Connecticut
Missouri
Delaware
New York
Kansas
West Virginia
Massachusetts
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State-by-state contact information
Toll-free numbers are intended only for residents calling from within the state

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
OCTOBER 2017

334-242-7210; 800-274-VOTE; 800-274-8683
907-465-4611; 866-952-VOTE; 866-952-8683
602-542-VOTE; 602-542-8683; 877-THE-VOTE; 877-843-8683
501-682-5070; 800-482-1127
916-657-2166; 800-345-8683
303-894-2200
860-509-6100
302-739-4277
850-245-6200; 866-308-6739; 800-955-8771 (TTY)
404-656-2871; 844-753-7825
808-453-VOTE; 808-453-8683; 800-442-VOTE; 800-442-8683
208-334-2852
217-782-4141 (Springfield) 312-814-6440 (Chicago)
317-232-3939; 800-622-4941; 866-IN-1-VOTE; 866-461-8683
515-281-0145; 888-SOS-VOTE; 888-767-8683
785-296-4561; 800-262-VOTE; 800-262-8683
502-573-7100; 800-246-1399
225-922-0900; 800-883-2805
207-624-7736
410-269-2840; 800-222-VOTE; 800-222-8683
617-727-2828; 800-GO2-VOTE; 800-462-8683
517-373-2540; 888-SOS-MICH; 888-767-6424
651-215-1440; 877-600-VOTE; 877-600-8683
601-359-9372; 601-576-2550; 800-829-6786
573-751-2301; 800-NOW-VOTE; 800-669-8683
406-444-4732; 888-884-VOTE; 888-884-8683
402-471-2555
775-684-5705
603-271-3242
609-292-3760; 877-NJ-VOTER; 877-658-6837
505-827-3600; 800-477-3632
518-474-6220; 518-473-5086; 800-FOR-VOTE; 800-367-8683
919-733-7173; 866-522-4723
701-328-4146; 800-352-0867 ext. 328-4146
614-466-2585; 877-SOS-OHIO ext. 2; 877-767-6446 ext. 2
405-521-2391
503-986-1518; 866-ORE-VOTE; 866-673-8683
717-787-5280
401-222-2340
803-734-9060
605-773-3537
615-741-7956; 877-850-4959
512-463-5650; 800-252-VOTE; 800-252-8683
801-538-1041; 800-995-VOTE; 800-995-8683
802-828-2464; 800-439-VOTE; 800-439-8683
804-864-8901; 800-552-9745
360-902-4180; 800-448-4881
304-558-6000; 866-SOS-VOTE; 866-767-8683
608-266-8005; 866-VOTE-WIS; 866-868-3947
307-777-5860

alabamavotes.gov
elections.alaska.gov
azsos.gov/elections
sos.arkansas.gov/elections
sos.ca.gov/elections
sos.state.co.us
ct.gov/sots
elections.delaware.gov
election.dos.state.fl.us
sos.ga.gov/elections
hawaii.gov/elections
idahovotes.gov
elections.il.gov
indianavoters.in.gov
sos.iowa.gov/elections
voteks.org
elect.ky.gov
sos.la.gov/electionsandvoting
maine.gov/sos
elections.state.md.us
www.sec.state.ma.us
michigan.gov/vote
sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting
sos.ms.gov/elections-voting
sos.mo.gov/elections
sos.mt.gov/elections
www.sos.ne.gov
nvsos.gov/elections/
sos.nh.gov
njelections.org
sos.state.nm.us
www.elections.ny.gov
ncsbe.gov
sos.nd.gov
sos.state.oh.us
ok.gov/elections
oregonvotes.org
dos.state.pa.us/votingelections
sos.ri.gov/elections
scvotes.org
sdsos.gov/elections-voting
sos.tn.gov/elections
votetexas.gov
elections.utah.gov
vermont-elections.org
sbe.virginia.gov
sos.wa.gov/elections
sos.wv.gov/elections
myvote.wi.gov
soswy.state.wy.us/elections
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Actor with CDL possesses
‘mad respect’ for ‘real truckers’
Donal Logue
co-owns trucking
company in Oregon
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer
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he odds are that you’ve seen
Donal Logue’s face on TV
at one time or another. The
distinct-looking actor stars as Harvey
Bullock on the Fox series “Gotham”
and has previously been on such shows
as “Law and Order:
Special Victims Unit,”
Donal Logue earned his commercial driver’s license in 2010.
“Copper, “Vikings,”
“Sons of Anarchy” and
“Grounded for Life.”
Logue said his fascination with trucking started
He’s also appeared in many popular
back when he was a teenager and his father owned a
movies, such as “American Splendor,”
company on the Mexican border.
“The Patriot,” “Reindeer Games” and
“My cousin and I used to drive (a box truck) a lot to
“Jerry Maguire.”
Los Angeles and deliver loads for my dad,” Logue said.
Donal Logue, an
Longtime fans probably remember
“There was something about driving from the desert.
associate member
of OOIDA, stars on him all the way back from his “Jimmy
We’d inevitably have misadventures where the truck
the Fox TV series
the Cab Driver” skits on MTV from the
would break down. I totally fell in love with that time in
“Gotham.”
early 1990s.
my life and those road trips.”
However, many people may not
Trucking, however, took a backseat in Logue’s life as
know about Logue’s connections to the
his acting career flourished. He graduated from Harvard
trucking industry. An associate member of the Ownerand then started earning parts in TV shows and movies
Operator Independent Drivers Association, Logue
beginning in 1990. By 1996, he earned a small role in
earned his commercial driver’s license in 2010 and now
the film “Jerry Maguire,” starring Tom Cruise. Logue
is a co-owner of Aisling Trucking and Aisling Truck
later starred with Wesley Snipes in “Blade,” with Ben
Academy in White City, Ore., along with longtime truck
Affleck and Charlize Theron in “Reindeer Games,” and
drivers Bud and Cathy Williams.
Mel Gibson and Heath Ledger in “The Patriot.”
And while he doesn’t consider himself to be a “real
He then became a regular on several TV series,
trucker,” Logue said he possesses a huge amount of
starring as Sean Finnerty on “Grounded for Life” and
respect for the drivers and the industry.
serving as a reoccurring character for 11 episodes on the
“I’m so blown away by the men and women out there
hit medical drama “ER.”
who do this day in and day out,” Logue said. “I do not
By the time 2010 arrived, Logue was an established
count myself among their number. I do say that I have
actor with about two decades of experience. But when
some understanding of what it’s like … I’ve tasted it.
one of his TV series was on hiatus, he decided to use his
“Everything that’s in this apartment that I live at in
off time to see what it would be like to drive a heavyBrooklyn and everything brought anywhere around this
duty truck.
country, a truck ultimately has to bring it. Trucking is
Living in Oregon, Logue often drove by an
critical to how this country lives every day.”
advertisement for a nearby trucking school.

Courtesy of Cathy Williams

He said his name was Donal Logue and
that he was an actor and went through a
little bit of his story.
“Everybody in the class recognized him
from a movie or from ‘Jimmy the Cab
Driver’ or something. Everyone thought it
was a pretty big deal. Cathy didn’t know
who he was either. I didn’t have a clue.
I would have treated everyone the same
any ways. When he was late, I told him
he needed to be on time and that we take
trucking seriously.”
Logue soon learned how difficult it can
be to learn how to drive an 18-wheeler.
“We could tell that it was tough for
him,” Bud said. “After the fact, he told us
about all the super things he’s done and
the speeches he’s had to give. And he still
Longtime truck drivers Bud and Cathy Williams started Aisling Tucking with actor Donal Logue in
said trucking was one of the most intense
2011.
things he’s ever done. We could tell that it
was intense for him.”
“I would drive by it all the time, and I started thinking
The
quality
of teaching provided by Bud and Cathy
‘you’ve always thought about wanting to drive a truck.’
helped him earn his CDL, Logue said.
I knew there was quite a bit of difference from driving a
“I was blown away by how Bud and Cathy ran the
box truck,” Logue said. “It’s a totally different scenario
place and how they cared about each individual student,”
driving an 18-wheeler, but my interest was piqued. I
he said. “They kind of taught each individual student
had this period of time where I knew contractually that I
differently. I noticed that Bud’s approach with everybody
wasn’t going to be able to be hired by anyone for a while
would be a little bit different. I thought that Bud was
until something was officially canceled. I had some time
really talented.
on my hands, so I knew that if I ever wanted to go to
“Because of my day job, I’ve been able to be around
truck driving school this would be my time. That’s when I
the best of the best. Whether it’s the best professors in the
first met Bud and Cathy.”
world, the best acting teachers in the world, or the best
However, Logue’s first meeting with the Williams,
tennis coaches in the world, all of those people possess
who were instructors at the driving school, didn’t go as
this kind of whispering quality that can get right to the
planned. A locked gate in his neighborhood forced him to
heart of the matter. I was like, ‘Wow. Bud is one of those
be late for his first class.
guys with driving a truck.’”
“I’m never late in my day job,” Logue said. “I’m old
Logue started truck driving school in November 2010
school that if you’re not 10 minutes early, you’re late.
and earned his CDL in December 2010. The quick
“The first day I met Bud and Cathy, I was five minutes
initiation opened Logue’s eyes to the reality of an industry
late. Bud was like, ‘I don’t know what it’s like in
that often hands drivers the keys before they are ready.
Hollywood but around here if you’re not early, you’re
“After receiving my CDL, I thought about the fact that
late.’ I assured him that it was the same in Hollywood. It
I
could
take tankers of hazardous material from there to
took me a few extra days to earn their trust.”
New York if I wanted,” Logue said. “I had my license to
Bud, who has been a truck driver since the 1970s, said
do it, but would someone want me to do that? Would I
he didn’t recognize Logue as he asked each of the 10
want to do that by myself?
students to introduce themselves on the first day of class.
“I wished I had two more weeks of buffer-like extra
“We got to Donal, and I didn’t know who he was,” Bud
education. It wouldn’t need to be much … And a lot of
said. “I don’t watch a lot of TV. Being a truck driver,
Continued on Page 47
unless you’re John Wayne I’m not going to recognize you.
OCTOBER 2017
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The ‘Spirit’ tour truck takes
OOIDA resources to the road
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

he Pyramids of Giza. Eiffel Tower. The OwnerOperator Independent Drivers Association’s brand
new trailer for its “Spirit of the American Trucker” tour
truck. They all have something in common: Truly great
pieces of art and engineering.
Earlier this year, OOIDA picked up the new Western
Star 5700XE – generously provided by Western Star
Trucks – that will pull the trailer. On Sept. 12, Spirit
driver Jon Osburn was in Louisville to pick up the other
part of the rig – the transport trailer that will tour the
country in the coming years.
Joining Osburn for the pickup in Louisville was
OOIDA Marketing Director Mike Schermoly; OOIDA
General Vice President Woody Chambers and his wife,
Paula, from Eddyville, Ky.; Rick Bean, senior director of
Motorsports sales for Kentucky Trailer; and others.
The Association’s new trailer was purchased from and
built by Louisville-based Kentucky Trailer. The 2017
smooth-side, 31-inch drop frame, closed tandem axle
body trailer is sure to turn heads of both truckers and
non-truckers alike. Size specs are 53 feet in length, 13
feet, 6 inches high and 102 inches in width.
Before visitors walk in, they are drawn in by red,
white and blue graphics representing OOIDA, Land
Line Magazine and Land Line Now. A giant eagle and
American flag covers the passenger side. The driver’s
side also features an eagle with OOIDA’s logo. The
trailer is a perfect match for the blue and white Western
Star 5700XE tractor.
“It’s going to be a great a new tool in accomplishing
a huge mission,” says Osburn, “and that is enabling
OOIDA to take the latest information and resources
directly to the drivers out on the road.”
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Inside the trailer, visitors get a sense of being inside
OOIDA’s headquarters with a replica of the front desk.
The walls are covered with a giant mural of Land Line
Magazine clippings detailing the Association’s fight for
the rights of truckers since 1973.
Most trailers of this size are 48-50 inches off the
ground. The Spirit’s trailer? Approximately 22 inches off
the ground. With lower floors, even the claustrophobic
will feel comfortable walking inside this trailer.
When visiting the tour truck, visitors can listen to Land
Line Now’s Sirius XM show being blasted both inside
and outside the trailer. For the more visual, videos can be
seen on a 50-inch screen flush on the driver’s side trailer
on the outside or a 55-inch screen inside the trailer.
Check out the upcoming tour schedule for the new
Spirit of the American Trucker in each issue of Land Line
Magazine. You can see it on Page 94 of this issue. LL
OCTOBER 2017
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(the truck driving schools) aren’t like Bud and Cathy’s
school. A lot of them are CDL factories. They give
people their CDLs very quickly and easily. They throw
them out on the road, and they’re scared shitless. It’s
not fair for them. It’s not fair for the general public.
It’s a super hard job. It’s an underpaying job.”
That’s when Logue envisioned starting a trucking
company that was focused on creating quality drivers.
And he knew exactly who he wanted to run the
company.

“I’m so blown away by the men and
women out there who do this day in
and day out,” Logue said. “I do not
count myself among their number. I do
say that I have some understanding of
what it’s like … I’ve tasted it.”
– Donal Logue, actor and
associate member of OOIDA.

However, Logue didn’t immediately share his plans
with Bud and Cathy.
“When we got toward the end of class, the last
words he said to us was ‘I’m not done with you guys
yet. I’ll see you soon,’” said Cathy, who’s had her
CDL since 1999. “We didn’t know what he meant.”
Just a year later, Logue and the Williams went into
business together to form White City. Ore.-based
Aisling Trucking.
The company started with a 1995 Peterbilt that
already had 1 million miles on it. Now, Aisling
Trucking owns four trucks and employs seven drivers.
In 2014, they launched Aisling Truck Academy, with
the training emphasis focused on preparing drivers for
a career rather than just to pass a state test.
“We ultimately started a school together, because
I couldn’t think of two better teachers that I’ve ever
met,” Logue said.
Logue said the goal is to produce quality drivers and
to keep them, which is often not the priority for many
large trucking fleets.
Continued on Page 51
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Watch these
‘Bandits’ run
Minimizer’s Bandit Big Rig
series pits stock heavy-duty
tractors against each other
on asphalt tracks.

he drivers behind the Bandit
Big Rig Racing series are
giving new meaning to the
phrase “rolling coal.”
On Sept. 5 at the I-44 Speedway
in Lebanon, Mo., 16 heavy-duty
tractors tuned for asphalt racing
darted and roared their way
through the high banks of the
3/8-mile short course, giving the
crowd of 5,000-plus spectators a
night of racing like no other.
OOIDA Life Member Dale
Newkirk and his wife, Trish, made
the two-hour drive from their
home in Butler, Mo., to watch the
Bandits run.
“It was awesome,” said
Newkirk, a general freight hauler
and owner-operator. “I’m already
thinking about building one of my
own.”
“It was truly ‘rolling coal,’”

T
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Trish Newkirk said as a cloud of
black exhaust smoke from the
Bandits’ stacks hung low over
the track even after the first heat
finished.

“Having so much
horsepower and not a lot
of weight, (Bandits) kind
of handle and almost
resemble how you would
run on dirt,”
– OOIDA Senior Member
Chris Kikelhan

Commercial truck tractors are
a staple of the racing scene in
Europe, but have been absent
from America’s racing diet since
the Great American Truck Racing
circuit held its last sanctioned race
in the early 1990s. Many of the

Bandit drivers today say they grew
up watching those races, hoping
one day to have the opportunity
to do the same. All of the current
Bandits are either truck drivers
by trade or work in the trucking
industry. Several of the racers are
also OOIDA members, including
Mike “88-Mike” Morgan, Allen
Boles and Senior Member Chris
Kikelhan.

‘Grassroots racing’
Craig Kruckeberg always knew if
big rig racing ever came back to
the United States, he wanted to be
a part of it. Now he and a group of
intrepid drivers are hoping revive
a form of motorsports racing that
had its heyday in the 1980s.
Kruckeberg, the CEO of
Minimizer, a Blooming Prairie,
Minn.-based company specializing
in aftermarket truck accessories,
owns the series. Minimizer is
OCTOBER 2017

Photos courtesy of Robyn Kruckeberg/Minimizer

By Greg Grisolano
digital content editor

sponsoring the series for three
seasons and paying out a purse of
$50,000 for every race, with $10,000
going to the driver who takes the
checkered flag. He also drives one of
Minimizer’s three Bandit trucks. His
sons Tyler and Trevor also race in the
series.
He got his first shot to be involved
with big rig racing in 2015, when the
short-lived ChampTruck series tried
to bring the sport back to the States
with road courses.
Much like how stock car racing
was once about seeing who had
the fastest “stock” car, the Bandit
series is focused on using stock
trucks and OEM-only equipment.
Eligible tractors can be Class 7 or
8 cab-and-chassis models that were
mass-produced and legal for U.S.
or Canadian hauling. All trucks
must weigh at least 11,500 pounds.
Everything that goes on the truck,
aside from safety features like a roll
cage, has to have been available for
purchase on that truck from an OEM
dealer.
Kruckeberg said the average Bandit
can be built for $18,000 to $25,000.
By comparison, a “modified” stock
car asphalt racer may have $40,000

invested in the engine alone.
“Our 54 Volvo is an old FedEx
truck,” he said.
Boles, an OOIDA member from
Weaverville, N.C., and the driver
of the No. 3 truck for Jupiter Motor
Sports, joined Bandit when the
ChampTruck series folded. A coal
hauler by trade, Boles says racing
trucks is his “stress relief.”
“You’re out on the road driving
these big trucks in the traffic and
everything. You come to the races,
and get in one of these trucks – for
me it’s stress relief,” he said. “I
get out there, and it’s wonderful. I
love driving a race truck, and I love
driving a big truck.”
Kikelhan, who drives the No. 01
Bandit, grew up racing dirt cars.
He said driving a Bandit truck isn’t
really that different from driving a
dirt car.
“Having so much horsepower and
not a lot of weight, they kind of
handle and almost resemble how you
would run on dirt,” he said. “There’s
no weight on the ass end of these
things. When you come out of the
corner and punch it, if it lets loose,
you either have to get out of the
throttle and get back in it again – or
Continued on Page 50
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TruckMiles
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“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” – Lorne Daigle

● Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
● Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
● Driver expense tracking
● Full color maps
● Multiple stop and location
entries
● Proﬁt margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax

From Page 49

just keep it to the floor and let it
hook up by itself.”

Where’s it heading?
Race director Brian Madsen is a
veteran of the sprint car scene, and
was involved in the ChampTruck
series as well. When ChampTruck
ceased, Madsen said he had an idea.
“This is really cool racing but
no one’s here to see it,” he said.
“If we can’t get the mountain to
Mohammed, let’s take Mohammed to
the mountain. What if we took them
oval racing?”
The transition to oval racing seems
to be paying off, at least according
to Madsen, Kruckeberg and the
other Bandit drivers. The stands at
I-44 Speedway were at capacity,
and many fans said they had come
specifically to see the Bandits run.
And they say that’s been the case at
the eight other races the Bandits have
held this year.
“It takes me back to my early
racing days,” Madsen said. When I
started in the stock car world, if we
were looking for replacement parts or
speed parts, we went to the junkyard.
And that’s what most of the guys
do with semis because there’s not a
lot available out there in the highperformance aftermarket world for
these semis … That’s something I

see growing as Bandit grows, more
and more options coming into play.”
Keeping the trucks as close to
stock as possible is something the
series organizers say they value
not just from a fan accessibility
standpoint, but from the standpoint of
making the trucks easily identifiable
and relatable to the new fans.
“We all know what’s happened
with NASCAR and their ‘car of
tomorrow’ and everything is looking
generic except for the decals,”
Madsen said. “We want the trucks to
go out and look like a Western Star.
We want them to look like Peterbilts
and Freightliners and Volvos. That’s
something that all these guys who
come out and watch can relate …
You’d be amazed at how many wives
and kids come down and go ‘My
daddy drives a truck like that,’ and
it’s something they can relate to.”
For Kruckeberg, the series is a
way to draw interest and excitement
to the trucking industry for future
generations, who might not become
truck drivers but may grow up to be
mechanics, technicians or engineers
in the field.
“I’ve got grandsons that I want
to keep in the trucking industry.
They’ve gotta have trucks to sell
accessories to,” he said. “Times have
changed but there’s always still a
need for mechanics and drivers.” LL
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If you have to replace a driver every 10 months,
something is wrong,” Logue said. “If your turnover is
that high …
“Your most important piece of equipment in a trucking
company is a driver, more than a new truck. How do
you find an employee who is safe and good, and how do
you hold on to them? I really think it’s a problem of men
and women being thrown into the pool too early. If you
just had a little bit more experience, you wouldn’t be so
thrown once you were out there on your own.”
In addition to helping start the company, Logue put his
CDL to use by delivering some loads.
Doing so, he learned that many of the problems that
truck drivers face are created by the four-wheeled
drivers sharing the highway.
“What blows me away is how many times you’re
in a truck that very precarious things happen, and it
wouldn’t be the trucker’s fault but the end result could
be disastrous,” Logue said. “And it’s mostly because of
how people drive around trucks.”
Soon after starting the company, Logue’s acting career
started to get extremely busy. At one point, he was

working on “Vikings,” “Law and Order” and “Gotham”
at the same time. So while Logue isn’t able to spend
much time at the company headquarters, the actor does
take pride in being able to provide jobs. He said he
knows how much good truck driving jobs can mean to
families.
“I love trucking when it’s done right,” Logue said.
“There are people who I knew that would try to raise a
family of five or six on minimum wage, and it couldn’t
be done. Trucking was really an answer to giving their
family some stability. I’ve seen it happen.”
Now, one of Logue’s and the Williams’ goals is to
return the “cool” factor and positive image to the
trucking industry.
“My favorite artist, my favorite actor, my favorite
singer, my favorite guitar player was Jerry Reed (the
singer and actor who starred in ‘Smokey and the
Bandit’),” Logue said. “He was like a hero to me. That
was back when being a truck driver was cool. Let’s get
that feeling back again. And let’s bring attention back to
how difficult it is what these men and women do every
day. I have mad respect for them. I do not pretend to be of
their number, but I know a little of what it’s like to walk
in their shoes.” LL

Over 90 vendor discount programs available to
OOIDA Members plus great rates on truck insurance,
medical benefits, fuel card and more.
BECOME A MEMBER. Call 800-444-5791 or join online at www.ooida.com!
Representation • Truck Insurance • Medical Benefits • Business Services • Information
Fuel Card • Product Discounts • Drug & Alcohol Testing ...and much more!
OCTOBER 2017
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SHOOTINÕ THE BREEZE

Video hobby evolves into business for OOIDA member
Crowley began shooting
trucking videos to show
his family
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A

t first, James “Tex” Crowley
started shooting video as a way
to share the trucking lifestyle with
members of his family.
But somewhere along the way,
the OOIDA member got hooked on
capturing footage of what truckers
see on the road and at trucking
shows. He grew so enamored, in
fact, that after more than 20 years
as a truck driver and an estimated
1.5 million miles, the 43-year-old
from College Station, Texas, is now
focusing on his video production
company, Texomatic, full time.
“In September, it will be a year

OOIDA Member
James “Tex” Crowley
started the business
Texomatic, which
specializes in capturing
video related to the
trucking industry.

“I am self-taught,” he said.
“I’d see something in a movie
and I would wonder how they
would do it. So I’d just search
on YouTube and find tutorials
on how to do it. I learned a lot
that way.”

Crowley was a truck
driver for more than
20 years before
transitioning to his
video production
business full time in
September 2016.

since I’ve drove a truck,” Crowley
said in late August as he was
preparing to shoot video at the Great
American Trucking Show in Dallas.
“I’m doing video production full
time now.”
A first-generation truck driver,
Crowley said he started in 1992 as
a dock worker, unloading shipments
on the graveyard shift. In 1995, he
received his commercial driver’s
license and began driving locally in
the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
“Later on, I did a little bit of over
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the road,” Crowley said. “I’ve done
a little bit of everything.”
About 12 years ago, Crowley
became fascinated with YouTube.
That fascination motivated Crowley
to shoot video from his time on the
road. He’d then post the video to the
website so members of his family
could watch.
“When YouTube came out on the
scene was when I realized I had the
opportunity to make some stuff,

put it online, and my family would
be able to watch and see what I
do. I could explain all day long
what I do, but providing video was
different. Shooting little videos of
where I was and what I was doing
was where it really started for me.
“Then I started realizing that
people outside of my family also
like to watch this stuff. The next
thing you know, more people started
following me on YouTube. So I just

Submitted photos

– OOIDA Member James Crowley
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kept making content.”
Starting out, many of the videos were
fairly basic.
“On a lot of them, I’d basically Velcro
a camera to the dash and have it pointing
out,” he said. “I’d shoot video of my
deliveries in the lumberyards. The video
would capture what I would see. I didn’t
put myself on camera much back then. I
let the scenery speak for itself.”
As the price of high-quality video
equipment decreased, Crowley’s
creativity increased.
“I am self-taught,” he said. “I’d see
something in a movie and I would
wonder how they would do it. So I’d just
search on YouTube and find tutorials on
how to do it. I learned a lot that way.”
Many of Crowley’s videos on
YouTube began receiving tens of
thousands of views. Some of his more
recent videos include the “Life of a
Trucker” series, and footage from such
trucking events as GATS and the Guilty
By Association Truck Show in Joplin,
Mo.
As his skills improved and his
videos became more popular, Crowley
eventually was able to turn his passion
into a business.
Texomatic produces videos for
trucking companies to be used for
recruiting and for promoting safety.
Crowley’s company also can help
provide video coverage of large events
like the Mid-America Trucking Show in
Louisville, Ky., GATS, and GBATS.
The business expanded enough to
where Crowley was able to turn in his
keys in September 2016.
“The key was figuring out a good
business model,” he said.
And while Crowley is no longer
employed as a truck driver, his love for
the trucking industry remains strong.
“My absolute favorite thing to do
is trucking videos,” he said. “Trucks
are cool to look at, and the people are
amazing. Everyone is super nice and
inviting. That makes it easier for me to
do my job.” LL
Circle No. 225 on Response Card
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JOURNEYS

Snows try to keep
spirit of ‘old school
truckers’ alive
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

ntroduced to trucking by his older brother, Daniel
Snow was in love from the start.
“It was such a neat feeling to get behind the wheel
of that old 1977 Freightliner cabover,” Snow said. “The
feel of handling the rig was great. And the admiration
people had for a professional truck driver back then was
second to none.”
Daniel Snow and his wife, Phyllis Snow, are working
to keep that “knights of the road” image alive. Daniel
has been a truck driver for 37 years, and he taught
Phyllis how to drive 13 years ago. Together, the OOIDA
members from Harrison, Ark., haul general freight as
team drivers in their 1996 Freightliner Classic XL,
which is affectionately known as “The Goose.”
Daniel and Phyllis Snow boast 50 years of combined experience
Self-described “old school truckers,” the Snows
as truck drivers.
spend 335 to 340 days a year in
their truck. Doing so, they said they
try their best to project a positive
image for the trucking industry. At
the time of the interview in August,
the Snows said they were planning
to take a shipment of food to the
hurricane victims in Texas.
“We try to be good Christian
people,” Snow said. “That doesn’t
mean we’re perfect, but we do try
to be good representatives. When
you dress decent and talk decent,
you will notice that people will treat
you much differently.”
In order to re-establish that
“knights of the road” image, the
Snows said they believe a proper
training program must be created.
“How a driver is taught is the root Their 1996 Freightliner Classic XL is known as ÒThe Goose.Ó
of the tree that grows,” Daniel said.
Phyllis added that it is not
long enough. Some of these young drivers don’t even
uncommon to come across drivers who were rushed
know how to read a map.”
through training programs and put on the road.
And in a time when politicians are constantly asking
“Many drivers will say they went to school for three
for new regulations in the trucking industry, Daniel said
days, and then they tested out,” Phyllis said. “That’s not
it should all start with driver training.
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Top photo submitted; bottom photo
courtesy of Shell Rotella
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“How a driver is taught is the root
of the tree that grows.”

– Daniel Snow

“There are a lot of bad regulations out there, but I do
believe a certain amount of regulation is necessary,” he
said. “Large companies keep putting people out on the
road with so little experience. It’s often you’ll come
across a driver for a big fleet with only two or three
months of experience, and they have a trainee with
them. It used to be that you didn’t get that first seat until
you had at least two years in.
“As truck drivers, we put up with bad drivers in four
wheelers every day. We don’t need to be putting up
with bad truck drivers as well. When we talk about
regulations, is this regulation really promoting safety
or is it just a regulation? A lot of times it’s just a
regulation. Safety starts with a good education.”
In addition to teaching truckers to drive safely, the
Snows said young truck drivers also should be taught
how to work on a truck and how to read a map.
“A truck driver has to know the basics of repair,”
Daniel said. “They don’t need to know how to rebuild
an engine, but they need to know the basics.”
The Snows practice what they preach. They do much
of the work to The Goose themselves. They said they
often use their time spent waiting at loading docks to
build parts. The practice saves the couple money and
gives them extra pride in their truck.
That pride in trucking extends to their son, Jayme
Snow, an OOIDA member from Berryville, Ark.
Jayme, now 31 years old, started driving intrastate
when he was 18 years old. And he’s already passing on
the love of trucking to his youngest child, 3-year-old
Ethan.
Nicknamed “Catfish,” Ethan is already lined up to be
the third generation of truckers in the Snow family.
“He has diesel fuel running through his veins,” Daniel
said.
Phyllis added that the 3-year-old boy’s favorite movie
is “Convoy,” and that he can sing all of the lyrics to the
classic C.W. McCall song.
When it’s time for Ethan to be a trucker, there’s no
doubt the Snows will teach him the old school way of
doing things.
“We always try to encourage drivers to be more
professional,” Daniel said. “We try to impact the
trucking industry in a positive way. That’s what we try
to put out there.” LL
Circle No. 8 on Response Card
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OOIDA members
shine at Dallas
truck show

Wacks

Bradley Wacks won the People’s Choice award with his 2018 International.

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

F

ocused on his business and raising a
family, Jake Lindamood hasn’t been
as involved in the show truck scene as
of late.
However, the OOIDA member from
Irving, Texas, still earned best of show
honors at the Pride and Polish Truck
Beauty Contest at the Great American
Trucking Show in Dallas earlier in
August. Lindamood’s 1988 silver and
blue Peterbilt 379 won in the limited
mileage bobtail category.
“Showing trucks is something I
love to do, but it’s just not on the
priority list right now,” Lindamood
said. “It was pretty surprising to get
the trophy. To go out there and take
best of show against some of the
biggest competitors is a really great
achievement.”
Other best of show winners:
Bubba Branch (limited mileage
combo), OOIDA Member Mike
Manuel (builders class), Chad and
Janie Claypool (working bobtail),
and Jon Donadio (working combo).
The people’s choice award went to
Bradley Wacks for his 2018 white
International.
Other winners: Wade Wardlaw
(antique-bobtail), Pablo Cuellar
and OOIDA Senior Member David
Schnautz (antique-cabover), David
Schnautz (antique-combo), Caleb
Hammett (bobtail-new truck),
Corey Barnes (bobtail-first show),
Brian Rudisell (bobtail-2005 and
older), Chad and Janie Claypool
(bobtail-2010 and newer), Gabe
Rosenthal (combo-new truck), Dennis
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Manuel

OOIDA Member Mike Manuel’s 2015 Peterbilt won Best of Show in the Builders Class.
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Chad and Janie Claypool’s 2017 Kenworth W900 won Best of Show-Working Bobtail.

Branch

Bubba Branch’s 2016 Kenworth T660 won Best of Show-Limited Mileage Combo.
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Donadio

Jon Donadio’s 1996 Kenworth W900 won Best of Show-Working Combo.

d
o
o
m
a
d
n
Li

Durrant (combo-company truck), Robbie
Basse (combo-open), Caleb Hammett
(interior-cab only), Chad and Janie
Claypool (interior-OEM sleeper), OOIDA
Life Members Bob and Linda Caffee
(interior-aftermarket sleeper), Mike
Manuel (best interior-limited mileage or
builders class), Caleb Hammett (paintbobtail), Joe Regaldo (paint-combo), Jake
Lindamood (best paint-limited mileage
or builders class-bobtail), Bubba Branch
(best paint-limited mileage or builders
class-combo), Brian Rudisell (engine),
and Sid Calangelo (best engine-limited
mileage or builders class). LL
Visit TandemThoughts.LandLineMag.com
for a complete list of winners.

OOIDA Member Jake Lindamood won Best of Show-Limited Mileage Bobtail with his 1988
Peterbilt 379.

Circle No. 65 on Response Card
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

‘Truckers For Troops’ telethon begins Nov. 13

F

or more than a decade, OOIDA’s Truckers For
Troops telethon has been fulfilling its mission:
bringing truckers together to support those who protect
and defend our nation. Through the generosity of its
members and with a
matching contribution
by the Association,
more than $500,000 has
been raised to provide
care packages to service
members stationed
abroad. The campaign
is now helping a variety
of veterans’ facilities
here in the U.S., too,
including those assisting
or housing wounded, disabled or homeless service
members.
The first campaign started with a modest goal of
raising $5,000. Instead, truckers opened their wallets
and generously gave, raising more than $42,083.
Veterans are a huge part of the trucking industry
overall, and more than one-third of all OOIDA
members have served in the military.
This year’s campaign kicks off Nov. 13, the Monday
after Veterans Day. The campaign offers new and
existing OOIDA members a chance to sign up or renew
their membership for the discounted price of $35 per
year. Ten percent of the fee goes toward care packages
for U.S. troops stationed in combat areas overseas.
OOIDA matches the 10 percent dollar for dollar.
Land Line Now airs the Truckers For Troops telethon
beginning Monday, Nov. 13, and runs through Friday,
Nov. 17. Once again, Shell Rotella has pledged $2,000
to kick off this year’s event.
To be a part of it, just call OOIDA’s main number,
800-444-5791. During business hours, let operators
know you’re calling about Truckers For Troops, and
they will transfer you to membership. Phones will be
answered live, and the switchboards will stay open later
than usual, so you can call until 7:30 p.m. CST.
You can join or renew your membership with
OOIDA, for as many years as you like at $35.
You can also visit Jon Osburn at “The Spirit of the
American Trucker” during the campaign and sign up or
renew your membership. Jon will also be giving away
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a special gift to those who sign up at The Spirit, while
supplies last.
Mail-in contributions will also be accepted; however,
payments must specify “Troops” in order for them to be
counted toward the total.
To date, the Association has sent more than 3,000
large care packages and provided items to nearly
36,000 military personnel stationed in war zones.
Those zones include Afghanistan, the Kosovo area of
Yugoslavia, and the Arabian Peninsula areas, which
includes the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Gulf of Oman, part
of the Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden, and the countries of
Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates.
It costs about $220 for all the items in one box,

OOIDA staff volunteers pack all the care packages that are sent out
for Truckers For Troops. The volunteers ensure that 100 percent of the
proceeds go to providing items of need to military veterans stationed
overseas in combat zones or those in need at home.

and shipping costs generally average $63 per box,
for a total of $283. All the purchasing, organizing
and packing of the boxes is handled by OOIDA staff
volunteers, ensuring that 100 percent of the money
raised is used to purchase items and cover shipping.
In 2015, the Association expanded the program’s
mission to include supplying needed items to various
medical care facilities for wounded or needy veterans
back in the states.
OOIDA is also asking for the names and addresses
of troops serving in active combat zones to add to
the Association’s list of recipients. Call the name and
address in to Nikki Johnson at OOIDA at 816-229-5791
or email her at Troops@ooida.com. LL
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By Land Line staff

LETTERS FROM
OUR TROOPS
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MSGT, USAF
Kabul, Afghanistan

OCTOBER 2017

I wanted to re
ach out to yo
u and let you
received the
know that I
package from
your organizat
caught off gu
ion. I was
ard when I re
ceived it. I re
expecting to
al
ly wasn’t
receive such
a wonderful p
Thank you so
ac
kage.
much. Words
can never be
express how
gin to
excited I was
to open this
share it with
p
ac
kage and
the men I se
rve with.
Today was lik
e Christmas
for all of us to
appreciate th
day. We all
e gifts that w
ere in the pac
that my partn
kage. I am su
er force from
re
the U.K . will
tea that was
enjoy the bla
sent.
ck
Again I cann
ot express m
y gratitude fo
was sent tod
r the gift that
ay, I thank yo
u
and the Asso
hard work an
ciation for the
d dedication
ir
to all of us th
serving our c
at
are still here
ountry. Thank
you for reme
mbering us!
Sincerely
Paul Progra
is
SSGT, USMC
JTAC-E
Strike Cell B
aghdad

Circle No. 253 on Response Card
LAND LINE 59

NEED TO KNOW

2017 OOIDA

Chain law
roundup

A state-by-state
breakdown on chain
laws around the country
n severe winter weather conditions, a
truck driver’s choices are pretty limited:
Pull over and wait it out or chain up and
keep going if the roads aren’t completely
closed.
State-by-state chains laws vary.
Some of the laws – California and
Colorado – seem to be pages in
length. Other states don’t even
mention chaining up.
Here’s the thing with chain laws:
Even if you’re opting to pull over and
wait every time the roads get dicey,
you could ﬁnd yourself with a ticket if
you’re not carrying chains.
So what’s a trucker to do? Every year
Land Line Magazine staff comb the laws
of the states and check and double check
chain laws for the annual OOIDA Chain
Law Roundup.
It’s a handy guide to hang on to when
you’re prepping for winter driving. All
attempts are made to ensure the information
is up-to-date and accurate, but if you are in
doubt at all, call ahead to states you will be
running through if the weather has taken a
turn for the worse.
A lesson learned from past winters:
States can change those laws on a dime or
even invoke emergency declarations that
supersede state statute. So pay attention to
those road signs and local radio, especially
if you’re in the South. They seem more
prone to go “off the books” when it comes
to chains.

I

By Tyson Fisher,
staff writer, and
Land Line staff
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Alaska
It is unlawful to operate a motor
vehicle with studded tires or chains on
a paved highway or road from May
1 through Sept. 15 north of 60 North
Latitude and from April 15 through
Sept. 30 south of 60 North Latitude.
There is one exception. They are
not allowed on the paved portions
of the Sterling Highway from May
1 through Sept. 15 at any latitude.
The commissioner of public safety
shall by emergency order provide for
additional lawful operating periods
based on unusual seasonal or weather
conditions.

California
California does not require trucks to
carry chains during any specified time
period. When the weather hits, though,
it takes at least eight chains for a
standard tractor-trailer configuration to
comply with the regulations.

© DenysRudyi - Fotolia.com

Chains or cables?
Conventional tire chains and
cable chains, as well as other less
conventional devices such as SpikesSpiders winter traction devices, are
permitted. Trucks with cable-type
chains are legal, but may be restricted
at times because of severe conditions,
which can happen commonly in the
higher elevations such as Donner Pass.
California is OK with automatic
chaining systems. However, if you
have automatic chains, you may
still be required to add additional
“traditional” chains to fully comply
with the placement requirements.
Placement
California has updated its website
regarding chain requirements for an
18-wheeler with the following:
• All four tires on the main (usually
front) drive axle
• The two outside tires on the other
(usually rear) drive axle
• One tire on each side of the trailer
(front or rear axle, or staggered OK)
• No chains are required on the
OCTOBER 2017

steering axle.
Route Specific
Chains are most often required in the
higher mountain passes of northern
California, such as:
• Interstate 5 north of Redding;
• Interstate 80 over Donner Pass
between Sacramento and Reno; and
• U.S. Highway 50 over Echo
Summit between Lake Tahoe and
Sacramento.
Chains are also sometimes required on
these roads:
• State Route 58 near Tehachapi
between Bakersfield and Mojave;
• Interstate 15 over Cajon Pass
between Victorville and San
Bernardino; and
• Interstate 5 over Tejon Pass between
Los Angeles and Bakersfield.
However, snow can fall unseasonably
at higher elevations at many locations
within California. Chains may be
required at any time at these higher
elevations when conditions warrant.

Colorado
Colorado’s chain law applies to every
state, federal and interstate highway
throughout the state. The chain law
is in effect when drivers are notified
by roadside signs. Drivers also may
call 511. Truckers will need chains for
the four tires of the drive axle to be in
compliance when the law is in effect.
There is no requirement to carry extra
chains or cables.
Truckers traveling specifically
on I-70 between mile marker 133,
Dotsero, and mile marker 259,
Morrison, must carry sufficient chains
to be in compliance from Sept. 1
through May 31. The state provides
about two dozen chain-up locations
along the I-70 corridor. If you get
busted without chains on this stretch
of road, you will be fined $50 plus a
$17 surcharge.
If you violate Colorado’s chain law,
you’d better be ready to pay. You can
be fined $500, plus a $79 surcharge,

for not putting on chains when
required. If you block the roadway
because you didn’t chain up when
the law was in effect, you can be
dinged with a $1,000 fine, plus a $157
surcharge.
There are two levels of the chain
law:
Level 1/Code 17 – Single drive
axle, combination commercial
vehicles must chain up all
four drive tires. Cables
are not allowed in this
instance. All other
commercial vehicles
must have either snow
tires or chains to
proceed.
Level 2/Code
18 – Chains are
required for all
commercial
vehicles. Again,
all four tires
of single-drive
tractors must
be chained. For
dual-drive axle
tractors, you’re
only required to
chain four drive
tires. Outside tires of
drive axles must have
chains. Inside tires
may have cables.
Chains or cables?
The short answer is that
you have a lot of options in
Colorado. The following are
the approved devices, along with
any design specifications and/or any
restrictions on the use of the devices:
• Metal chains must consist of two
circular metal loops, one on each
side of the tire, connected by at
least nine evenly spaced loops
across the tread. Dual tire chains are
acceptable.
• Wheel sanders must carry enough
sand to get the vehicle through the
restricted area;
• Automatic chains that spin under
Continued on Page 62
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Just in case

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
Illinois
Iowa
Kansas
Louisiana

Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Nebraska
New Mexico
North Carolina
Oklahoma

Rhode Island
South Carolina
Texas
Virginia
West Virginia
Wisconsin

In general, states don’t want chains coming into contact with
bare roads. However, if you need them for safety because the
roads are covered with snow or ice, you’ll probably be OK to
run them.

From Page 61

the drive wheels automatically as
traction is lost;
• Textile traction device, a fabric boot
that encompasses the tire.
Currently, the only textile device
that has been approved for use on
Colorado highways is the AutoSock.
Cables are allowed in only two
instances: If they are made with steel
cross member rollers of 0.415 inches
or greater in diameter (and even those
can’t be used on single drive axle
tractors) or they can be used on tires
when chains are not already required.
The Colorado regulations give
the Colorado Department of
Transportation and the Highway
Patrol the power to dictate when chain
laws go into effect. The regulations
only address design and placement.

Wait it out in Colorado?
For those of you who really don’t
want to chain up or conditions have
made roads impassable, Colorado has
added information about emergency
parking on I-70.
When things get really bad, the state
may open up emergency parking east
62 LAND LINE

of mile marker 133.
“There is no truck parking east of
milepost 133 or in the Vail Valley.
Trucks waiting out a chain law or Vail
Pass closure should not proceed past
Dotsero – exit 133,” the Colorado
State Patrol’s website states. “If you
have already passed milepost 133
you will need to chain up if required.
There is no long-term parking until
you reach Denver. If you are traveling
westbound, you will need to find
parking in the Metro Denver area
before heading up the first grade near
Morrison.”

Connecticut
Cables and chains are permitted
only from Nov. 15 through April 30.
No minimum number of chains is
outlined in the regulations. Violations
will start with a warning, but all
subsequent offenses will result in a
fine not more than $200.

Delaware
Here’s another state that permits the
use of tire chains “for safety because
of snow, ice or other conditions
tending to cause a vehicle to slide or

skid.” The use of studded tires on all
motor vehicles using the highways is
permitted from Oct. 15 to April 15.
State officials can restrict travel
on highways during emergency
situations. Officials have three
different levels of bans to choose
from.
Level I ban encourages extreme
caution when traveling roadways and
advises that nonessential travel be
avoided.
Level II ban permits travel only
by emergency vehicles, essential
government personnel, health care
providers and vehicles carrying food
and fuel.
Level III ban restricts travel to
only emergency vehicles and essential
employees such as snowplow
operators. The Level III ban also
prohibits retaliation by employers
against employees complying with
the travel ban.

Georgia
As with most states that rarely
encounter snow and ice, Georgia will
permit the use of tire chains or tires
equipped with safety metal spike
studs upon any vehicle when required
for safety because of snow, ice.
The Georgia DOT may close or
limit access to portions of a state
highway because of inclement
weather. In the event this occurs,
signs will be posted to communicate
to drivers that tire chains are required
to proceed.
Enacted in 2014, for commercial
vehicles with four or more drive
wheels, tire chains must be installed
on each of the outermost drive tires
when driving on a road that has been
declared “limited access” because of
inclement weather. Previously, any
four drive wheel tires required chains.
“Tire chains” are defined as “metal
chains (that) consist of two circular
metal loops, positioned on each side
OCTOBER 2017
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Most states allow you to use chains if you need them. There
is regulatory language consistent among several states that
says you can use chains “of reasonable proportions … on any
vehicle when required for safety because of snow, ice or other
conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid.”
These states have regulations expressly allowing the use of
chains but do not regulate their use beyond allowing them for
safety:

of a tire, connected by not less than
nine evenly spaced chains across
the tire tread or any other traction
devices as provided for by rules and
regulations of the commissioner of
public safety.”
Furthermore, any driver who causes
a wreck or blocks the flow of traffic
when not complying with the above
laws on a limited-access highway will
be fined up to $1,000.

Hawaii

On a side note, studs are prohibited
between May 1 and Sept. 30.

Maryland
Indiana
In addition to tire chains allowed when
needed, Indiana also allows “tires in
which have been inserted ice grips or
tire studs, including retractable tire
studs” from Oct. 1 to the following
May 1. Just make sure those studs are
3/32 of an inch beyond the tread of the
traction surface and do not damage the
road.

You wouldn’t think Hawaii needs a tire

chain law, but it has one. Tire chains
are permissible “on either the Mauna
Kea access road above Hale Pohaku
or on any other road within the Mauna
Kea Science Reserve leased to the
University of Hawaii.”

© spiritofamerica - Fotolia.com

Idaho
Officials in Idaho can determine, at
any time, that Lookout Pass on I-90,
Fourth of July Pass on I-90, or Lolo
Pass on Highway 12 are unsafe, either
individually or as a group. If that
happens, signs will alert you to chain
up.
If the alert is in effect, you will have
to chain up a minimum of one tire on
each side of drive axles and one axle
at or near the rear of each trailer. Idaho
defines chains as two circular metal
loops, one on each side of the tire,
connected by not less than nine evenly
spaced chains across the tread.

extended if needed.

Kentucky
There are no specific dates for the use
of tire chains or how many must be
used. However, the state is specific
about the type of chains that are
permitted.
Here’s the exact language from the
Kentucky statute: “Where chains are
used on rubber-tired vehicles, the cross
chains shall be not more than threefourths (3/4) of an inch in thickness
or diameter, and shall be spaced not
more than 10 inches apart, around the
circumference of the tires.”

The Maryland regulations can be a
bit misleading. In one section of the
regulations, the state has the boilerplate
language permitting the use of snow
chains if needed.
However, elsewhere in the regs it
is stated that chains may be required
in Maryland if a snow emergency
is declared. Snow emergencies can
be declared for individual roads
or statewide. Travel – other than
for motorcycles – is prohibited on
any highway that is designated and
appropriately signposted as a vehicle
emergency route when a snow
emergency is in effect unless the
vehicle is equipped with chains or
snow tires on at least one wheel at each
end of a driving axle.
“From Nov. 1 through March 31,
owners of vehicles registered in
Allegany County, Carroll County,
Frederick County, Garrett County or
Washington County are exempt from
the prohibition of the use of tires …
(with) any block, stud, flange, cleat,
or spike or any other protuberance
of any material, other than rubber,
that projects beyond the tread of the
traction surface of the tire.”

Massachusetts
Massachusetts prohibits the use of
studded tires and chains between May
1 and Nov. 1 without a permit. The law
does not specifically mention chains.
However, the Massachusetts State
Patrol confirmed the regulation applies
the same way to chains. It should also
be noted that commercial vehicles can
be ordered off the roadways during
“snow emergencies.”

Maine
Vehicles cannot have tires with metal
studs, wires, spikes or other metal
protruding from the tire tread from
May 1 through Oct. 1. Other than that
time frame, there is nothing noted
within the law regulating the use of
tire chains, and that time frame can be

Missouri
“No person shall operate any motor
vehicle upon any road or highway of
this state between the first day of April
and the first day of November while
the motor vehicle is equipped with tires
containing metal or carbide studs.”
Continued on Page 64
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The law suggests a time frame, but
weather is typically fine April through
November anyway.

Oregon
Oregon’s law applies to all highways
in the state. Signs will tell you when
you are required to carry chains and
when you are required to use them.
You will need to have six chains on
hand to comply in Oregon.

Montana
The chain law goes into effect when
roadside signs tell all drivers to chain
up. The state’s requirement when
the law is in effect is for all “driver
wheels” to be chained up. The use
of pneumatic tires that feature an
embedded block, stud, flange, cleat,
spike, or other protuberance that is
retractable is permitted only between
Oct. 1 and May 31 except that one of
those tires may be used for a spare
in case of tire failure. Violations will
result in a $25 fine.

Nevada
There aren’t specific dates for
chain laws to be in effect. Again,
roadside signs will let you know
when chaining up is required. In
Nevada, truckers will need to chain
at least two wheels on the main drive
axle. You are also required to chain
the “braking wheels of any trailing
vehicle in a combination of vehicles.”

New Hampshire
Nothing in the state statutes addresses
snow tires or tire chains specifically.
However, the New Hampshire
driver’s manual found on the official
New Hampshire website recommends
tire chains in slippery conditions. So
we can assume they’re good to go
during inclement weather.

New Jersey
New Jersey goes a little beyond the
standard “chains are permitted when
needed” directive. The state allows
chains of reasonable proportions
when roads, streets and highways are
slippery, because of rain, snow, ice,
oil, manner of construction or other
reason.
However, no chains shall be used at
any time on improved highways when
highway conditions do not make such
use necessary for the “safety of life or
property.” Also, New Jersey prohibits
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the use of chains “likely to be thrown
so as to endanger any person or
property.”

New York
If New York officials, either state
or local, post a route as a snow
emergency route, all vehicles
traveling on it will be required to have
snow tires and/or chains. There are
no specifics mandating the number of
chains or placement.

North Dakota
In addition to the standard “chains
whenever reasonably needed,” North
Dakota also allows metal studs within
1/16 of an inch beyond tread from
Oct. 15 through April 15.

Ohio
Pretty much the same as North
Dakota, but studded tires start on
Nov. 1 rather than Oct. 15.

Oklahoma
Yes, you can “use tire chains of
reasonable proportions upon any
vehicle when required for safety
because of snow, ice or other
conditions tending to cause a vehicle
to skid.”

Placement
Again, you have a few options for
which tires you are required to chain
on the tractor, so here goes:
A tandem-drive axle tractor must have
chains on two tires on each side of the
primary drive axle (in other words, all
four tires of the main axle); or
If both axles are powered, one tire on
each side of each drive axle (again,
four chains total required; you just
don’t have to chain the inside tires).
Now on the trailer, here’s the deal.
Chains must also be placed on two
tires, one on each side, of any axle on
the trailer. The chains can be both on
the front axle, both on the rear axle
or staggered with one outside tire on
the front and the outside tire of the
opposite rear axle.

Pennsylvania
This is another state that can declare
emergency snow routes. If officials
declare a snow emergency route when
the roadway is covered with ice or
snow, only vehicles with snow tires or
“tire chains on two tires on a driven
axle” may proceed.

South Dakota
The South Dakota DOT has the
authority to restrict travel on
roads. Signs will alert you to these
restrictions. Violating the restrictions
could land you with a Class 2
Misdemeanor conviction. Tire chains
or “sufficient traction devices” are
allowed. You don’t have to wait for
the signs to tell you to put on your
chains. Chains also are permitted if
conditions tending to cause a skid are
present.

Tennessee
Tennessee sends mixed signals with
OCTOBER 2017

its regulations. In one reg, it says that
it is “permissible” to use snow chains
when conditions warrant. However,
elsewhere, the Volunteer State requires
that every truck “likely to encounter”
conditions carry at least one set of
chains.
So to be safe, you might want to
have a couple of chains on board and
ready to go.

Utah
The Utah DOT has the authority to
restrict highway travel between Oct. 1
and April 30 to vehicles either running
chains or at least having them in your
possession. You will need to install
four or more chains on the “drive
wheel” tires. A Class B misdemeanor
fine of up to $1,000 can be given for
violating chain laws.

Vermont

Vermont has a “traffic committee” that
will decide if use of chains will be
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required. The regulation mandates that
the “advance notice shall be given to
the traveling public through signage
and, whenever possible, through
public service announcements.” This
language also mandates that adequate
space be provided to chain up. Vehicles
with semitrailers or trailers that have a
tandem-drive axle towing a trailer shall
have chains:
• On two tires on each side of the
primary drive axle, or if both axles of
the vehicle are powered by the drive
line, one tire on each side of each drive
axle; and
• On one tire of the front axle and
one tire on one of the rear axles of the
trailer.

extra chains in the event that road
conditions require the use of more
chains or if chains in use are broken or
otherwise useless.

Washington

Route Specific
On the following routes all vehicles
and combinations of vehicles of
more than 10,000 pounds shall carry
sufficient tire chains from Nov. 1 to

Chains must be carried Nov. 1 through
April 1. It takes five chains to comply
with the requirement. However, all
vehicles of more than 10,000 pounds
gross vehicle weight must carry two

Chains or cables?
Chains must have two sides attached
with crossing sections. Cables can
be permitted. Plastic chains are
prohibited.
Placement
On a dual axle tractor the outside tires
on both axles will need to be chained
in addition to one tire on either side of
either trailer axle. Tractors equipped
with wide-base singles will have to
chain each tire on each drive axle.

Continued on Page 67
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Chaining up
in Canada
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

permissible at any time except from May 1 to Oct. 15.

O

Newfoundland and Labrador

OIDA members and Land Line readers have grown
accustomed to the annual updates on chain laws in the
U.S. Land Line also has received a number of requests for a
Canadian chain advisory.
So we now provide you with a comprehensive roundup of
chain- and studded tire-related laws in all 10 provinces and
three territories and continue to update them as we do the
U.S. laws. All attempts are made to ensure the information is
spot on, but if the weather has taken a turn for the worse and
you are in doubt at all, call ahead to provinces you will be
running through.

Alberta
No regulations requiring or prohibiting the use of tire chains
or studded tires. But if you choose to use them and damage
the roadway, Alberta makes a point to let you know you
could be cited for the damage.

According to provincial regulations, “a person shall not
operate a motor vehicle on a highway when there is snow or
ice on the surface of the highway unless” snow tires or tire
chains are fitted on the drive axle.

Northwest Territories
Essentially, tire chains are allowed during icy or snow road
conditions. Pretty simple.

Nova Scotia
“It shall be permissible to use tire chains of reasonable
proportions upon any vehicle when required for safety
because of snow, ice or other conditions tending to cause a
vehicle to slide or skid.”

Nunavut
Drivers can use tire chains in Nunavut as needed.

British Columbia
Chains and studded tires are fine when needed. In fact, you
can be fined for not having proper tires. The Ministry of
Transportation will have signs posted: “Use Winter Tires
or Carry Chains Beyond this Point, Oct.1-March 31.” Any
vehicle found crossing that point without proper tires is
subject to a fine. Truckers only need to carry, not install,
chains at this point. However, when encountering a sign or
flashing amber lights with a message that indicates vehicles
over a certain posted GVW must use chains, then the
chains must be installed. Chains on a typical tractor-trailer
combination must be on all four tires of the main drive axle.
There is no chain requirement on the trailer.
Studded tires with studs up to 3.5 mm high are allowed
from Oct. 1 to April 30. A limit of 175 studs per tire for
vehicles that weigh more than 4,600 kg, 130 studs for those
that weigh less.

Ontario
Ontario is a bit trickier when it comes to studded tires. To
start, they are only permitted from Sept. 1 through May 31.
In order to use studded tires, the driver must be a resident
of northern Ontario (north of Parry Sound and Nipissing
districts), own a business in northern Ontario, or have road
authority having jurisdiction and control of a highway in
northern Ontario. Non-Ontario residents may use studded
tires if the vehicle is in Ontario for no more than 30 days.
From there, Ontario has a list of regulations regarding size
and placement of the studs. Essentially, studded tires are OK
in northern Ontario. A $1,000 fine can be handed out for
using studded tires in southern Ontario.

Prince Edward Island
Tire chains are permissible as long as they do not injure the
highway.

Manitoba

New Brunswick
It is permissible to use tire chains and studded tires in cases
of “exceptional weather conditions.” Studded snow tires are
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Quebec
Chains may only be used by emergency vehicles, farm
tractors or any road vehicle used for snow removal or
winter maintenance from Oct. 15 to May 1. Studded tires
are acceptable only on passenger vehicles from Oct. 15 to
May 1. There are no regulations that specifically mention
heavy trucks and winter tires. Per a conversation with a
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No regulations requiring or prohibiting the use of tire chains.
However, much like the boilerplate language in many states
in the U.S., you can use chains when needed “for safety.”

representative from the Ministry of Transportation, chains
and studs are prohibited on heavy trucks.

Saskatchewan
No regulations for winter tires. Studded tires and chains
are permitted.

Yukon
No regulations for winter tires. Studded tires and chains
are permitted. LL

2017 OOIDA Chain law roundup
From Page 65

April 1 to meet the requirements:
• I-90 between North Bend (mile marker 32) and Ellensburg
(mile marker 101)
• I-82 between Ellensburg Exit 3 (mile marker 3) and Selah
Exit 26 (mile marker 26)
• SR 97 between mile marker 145 and the junction with SR 2
• SR 2 between Dryden (mile marker 108) and Index (mile
marker 36)
• SR 12 between Packwood (mile marker 135) and Naches
(mile marker 187)
• SR 97 between the Columbia River (mile marker 0) and
Toppenish (mile marker 59)
• SR 410 from Enumclaw to Naches
• SR 20 between Tonasket (mile marker 262) and Kettle
Falls (mile marker 342)
• SR 155 between Omak (mile marker 79) and Nespelem
(mile marker 45)
• SR 970 between mile marker 0 and mile marker 10
• SR 14 between Gibbons Creek (mile marker 18) and
intersection of Cliffs Road (mile marker 108.40)
• SR-542 Mount Baker Highway between mile marker 22.91
and mile marker 57.26.

Circle No. 143 on Response Card

While much of the chain requirements are the responsibility
of the Washington State Patrol, the regulations still outline
most of the basics.

Wyoming
When Wyoming officials enact the chain law, commercial
vehicles must have chains on at least the two outside tires of
one drive axle. Signs will notify you when the chain law is in
effect.
Not complying can cost you a minimum of $250. But if
you block the highway because you don’t have chains on,
expect a $750 fine. LL
Editor’s note: The annual OOIDA chain law advisory is a
collaborative effort of the Land Line staff. Special thanks
to Staff Writer and Research Associate Tyson Fisher for his
tireless research on this annual effort.
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“This card works for you.”
Your OOIDA membership card gives you more than
90 discounts, rebates and more.
OOIDA Member Dustin Woolley from Rock Island,
Ill., is an owner-operator leased to his brother Chad’s
company, Woolley Trucking LLC out of Orion, Ill. Dustin
saved more than $300 on a pair of Michelin steer tires
using his OOIDA member discount, and he says he uses
the 20 percent member discount on Wyndham Hotels
all the time. Next he’s looking into the OOIDA Truckers
Advantage Fuel Card. He says he appreciates everything
the Association does for small-business truckers.

NEW

DISCOU

OFFER

Woodward Tax offers
OOIDA members a free
consultation and a 20%
discount on tax resolution services and tax preparation.
Woodward Tax is a professional and experienced small
firm with an emphasis on client-focused representation.

Bison Grille Guards now
offers OOIDA members
preferred pricing and
$300 off grille guards. Bison Grille Guards are designed
to minimize damage from impacts, while keeping the
driver safely in control.

Centramatic offers
OOIDA members a
15% discount plus
prepaid freight
in the U.S. on their
on-board wheel balancers. The balancers increase tire life,
reduce maintenance costs, and increase fuel economy.

PrePass offers OOIDA
members a monthly
rate of $14.90 per
truck, plus a free
trial. The automatic vehicle identiﬁcation system enables
participating transponder-equipped commercial vehicles
to be prescreened at designated weigh stations and
bypass the facility.

Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC
offers OOIDA members
a 10% discount on
all services including
back taxes and tax-debt resolution; corporate and LLC
formations; bookkeeping; business and personal income
tax return preparation.
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National Truck Protection
offers OOIDA
members extended
service contracts for
used Class 3-8 commercial
trucks. To qualify, your
truck must be nine years
old or newer, and have fewer than 925K miles and a current
inspection. NTP service contracts cover the cost of parts and
labor to replace select power train components.

Rig Expense Tracker
Rig Expense Tracker offers OOIDA
members a 30% discount off the license
cost on all versions of Rig Expense Tracker
software. The software allows owner-operators to track
income and expenses, fuel usage, maintenance, trips and
loads. It can also be used to set maintenance reminders
and create invoices.

Phoenix Sleep
Solutions offers OOIDA
members discounted
rates on home sleep studies and auto-CPAP equipment.
The nationwide sleep apnea testing and treatment program
meets the objectives of the FMCSA at a fraction of the cost.
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More discounts!

TTN Fleet Solutions

Services
Ace Registration
Clean Slate Tax
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
MyMilesMatter
Open Road Drivers Plan
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions
4 Truckers
Tax Defense Network
Taxation Solutions
Team CME

Tires
Bauer Built
Goodyear
Michelin
Octagon
Purcell Tire &
Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental

Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Semi Systems
Truckerdox
Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere
TruckTrack

Travel
Avis
Budget

Causeway Bay
Hertz
La Quinta
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Wyndham

Truck & Trailer
American Trailer
& Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
International Used Truck
Center
Kenworth
PACCAR Financial Used
Trucks
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks
Western Star

WESTERN STAR
4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
haulme LLC
Mission Financial
Services
MyLumper Corp.

123LoadBoard.com
Aircell Intake Spacers
Bibby Transportation Finance

SUPPORTERS

Fuel
Truckers Advantage

Parts & Equipment
4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Brunner Fabrication
CSTK (Thermo King)
Dipetane
Donvel
Dura-Lite
Flitz International
MHC

Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
RigMaster
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

SILVER LEVEL

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
PacLink
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits
American Truck
Historical Society
Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot &
OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

OOIDA
Corporate Supporters
GOLD LEVEL

Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call OOIDA’s Membership
Department at 800-444-5791 for details on these offers.

Brunner Fabrication
CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.

Right Weigh offers OOIDA
members a 5% discount
on all interior/exterior,
digital/analog load scales.
Onboard load scale systems from Right Weigh help you to reduce
dependence on commercial scales, avoid waiting in line to rework
loads, and prevent expensive overweight citations.

OOIDA
Did you know?

If you are an OOIDA member and are filing for your Federal Authority
on your own, we can assist you with follow up services such as
permits, BOC3 filings, insurance and the random drug testing
program. Make us your first call after filing to get reliable information
that will help keep you in compliance with any additional regulations
that might apply to your new business.

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or
call the OOIDA Membership Department at
816-229-5791 for details on these offers.

Safe Driving Award
Recipients
Member

Years

Barbara J. Baker .................... 3
Mark A. Stopka ...................... 4
Hamlin T. Raney III................. 7
Dave Edward Peterson ........ 13
Tina Winifred Peterson ........ 13
Christopher Winter .............. 13
David A. Billinger ................. 14
James A. Mitrano................. 14
Richard Cooper ................... 15
Dennis M. Mraz .................... 15
Scott G.B. Sargent............... 16
Gerald L. Engebretson ........ 17
Jackie A. Engebretson ........ 17
Anthony F. Reynolds............ 17
Steven E. Keene .................. 20
Tony Smith ........................... 22
Richard A. Pingel ................. 24
Michael Eugene Zanella ...... 26
Ricky R. Klatt ....................... 27
John B. Redding III.............. 28
Stephen D. Satterwhite........ 30
John P. Smedile ................... 30
Bryan J. Peters .................... 31
Timothy G. Trotter ................ 34
Randall W. Strachan ............ 37
Roy Richard Cooper ............ 39
Daniel P. Gaither .................. 40
James Eddie Gray ............... 48
Don L. Peters ....................... 55
Dallas R. Rutledge ............... 60
William Teddy Chapman...... 63
John C. Taylor ...................... 67

Dura-Lite Heat Transfer Products
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Missouri Movers Assoc. (MMA)
Neal Freeman Investments
Orange Commercial Credit
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Think Trade, Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Transport Training of America
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors
Zephyr Sales Co. Inc.

Sponsored by

Join OOIDA today, call 816-229-5791
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Are the

new apps
bad for trucking?

By John Bendel
contributing editor-at-large

K

enny Long thinks all
those Ubers-for-trucking,
including the genuine Uber
Freight, are not necessarily good
for trucking – especially for small
fleets and owner-operators. The
“Ubers,” he claims, push rates down.
“There might be 10,000 trucks
that have a particular app. The
company hits one button and that
blast goes out. Exactly the same
information goes out to 10,000
trucks instantly. The first carrier
that accepts that bid takes it,” Long
said. The holdouts don’t count.
“That’s how they drive rates down.”
The first-come-first-served
system creates a market in
which price is virtually the only
consideration, he explained.
Long, an OOIDA member and
former owner-operator, runs Patriot
Star Trucking out of Apopka, Fla.
“Dry van and flatbeds,” he said.
“Running 10 trucks now, and
we’ll be expanding into reefer.
We have a brokerage as well,
and I bring on owner-operators.
I’d like to be up to 50 trucks
70 LAND LINE

in the next couple of years.”
Long also produces a video
podcast called “Trucking With
Authority,” a name with two
meanings. In one sense, it refers
to knowledge and confidence.
In another, it means actual
operating authority. Long strongly
recommends that owner-operators
get their own operating authority,
and in many of his podcasts he
shows them how to do it.
Among other trucking subjects
on his podcast, Long has tried and
reviewed many of the new apps and
has expressed his concerns about
them. Land Line spoke with Long
and later with what are arguably
the three best-known app providers.
Long’s primary points and the app
providers’ responses follow.

LONG: Some app providers claim
they’re eliminating the middleman,
but they’re actually brokers
themselves. The apps are their
in-house load boards. They’re simply
new middlemen.
Eric Berdinis, product lead for
Uber Freight, did not argue the point,
but said that Uber differs from most

brokers in its concern for drivers.
Uber Freight is transparent, pays
quickly, and is essentially a kinder,
gentler broker, he said.
Dan Lewis, founder and CEO
of Convoy, the Seattle-based
startup with big name Silicon
Valley backing, acknowledges that
Convoy is indeed a broker, “but by
leveraging technology we are the
most efficient broker,” he wrote in
an email.
Only Trucker Path took exception.
“Trucker Path Truckloads is a
marketplace for truck freight. It is
not a brokerage and does not have
a broker’s license,” wrote a Trucker
Path spokesman. “Truckloads is free
to use for both carriers and brokers
and does not take any revenue in
regard to a load itself .” How do they
make money? According to Trucker
Path, they charge for InstaPay
factoring service and premium
memberships as well as for some ads
on the website. “And Trucker Path
is VC (venture capital) funded,” the
company said.
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With a first-come-first-served system based
on price only, what happens to those
business relationships that have long been
so important?

LONG: The companies represent
themselves to both sides of the
transaction in the same way.
Carriers are going to make more
money, shippers are going to save
more money. How can that work?
And as with other brokers, you can’t
know for sure what percentage of
the revenue the app companies are
taking.
This does not apply to Trucker Path,
which says it does not charge for its
load matching service at all.
Berdinis of Uber explains,
“We save both sides by cutting
inefficiencies – phone calls, etc.
We split those savings between
carrier and shipper.” Berdinis said
profit or loss for Uber depends on
the circumstances. “Sometimes we
underbid for a load then have to take
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a loss when carriers won’t accept it,”
Berdinis added.
Dan Lewis of Convoy said,
“Overall, we take substantially less
than your traditional broker.” Lewis
also said the efficiencies of Convoy
provide savings that is split between
carriers and shippers.

LONG: It’s just point-and-click for
the driver to accept the load or not.
There’s no negotiation on details.
You accept it based on rate alone.
That simply drives rates down.
There’s no way to set yourself apart.
There’s no way to establish a niche.
The way the system works now,
you can build a relationship with a
broker or a customer, and over time
that broker will start to offer you
loads they know will suit you best.
You can’t build a relationship with
an app.

Where nonhuman
apps are concerned, it
reminds one of racing
greyhounds chasing a
mechanical rabbit.

According to Berdinis, Uber
Freight understands the value of
repeat business. “Shippers like
having repeats. We get that and want
to address it. We don’t have that
right now, but we recognize that as
something shippers and carriers want
so we’re working on a solution,”
Berdinis said.
Trucker Path, which works
largely with brokers, said “Contact
information is provided for every
Continued on Page 72

Circle No. 255
on Response
LAND
LINE Card
71

GIZMOS & GEARS

From Page 71

broker, and carriers can contact
brokers by calling right from the
app.” Since there is no charge for
the matching service, the broker
and carrier have little incentive to
bypass Trucker Path. Beyond that,
the Trucker Path spokesman said,
“There are ways to differentiate
oneself such as having a good safety
score and reputation.”
Convoy’s Dan Lewis wrote,
“Matching algorithms and
predictive analysis give carriers
access to better, more desirable
jobs instantly … and carriers can
differentiate themselves with quality
performance.” According to the
company, Convoy offers loads that
best reflect a carrier’s preferences,

favored lanes for example, as
recorded in profiles created by
the carriers themselves. Convoy
saves carrier and load data over
time so predictive analysis can
more accurately tender appropriate
loads for individual carriers. In
other words, the system learns.
Also, according to Convoy, a driver
or carrier can reject a rate with a
counteroffer.
It’s worth noting that none of
the companies addressed Long’s
primary contention that as a
group, they drive rates down.
Each company responded solely
in terms of its own operation. The
issue of relationships was glossed
over at best. These guys cannot
want you to develop relationships
with customers who might then
call you directly. Your relationship
will be with their algorithm based

on performance alone. Nothing
wrong with recording performance,
but where nonhuman apps are
concerned it reminds one of racing
greyhounds chasing a mechanical
rabbit.
For his part, Kenny Long is
resigned to using apps.
“It’s the way the world is going,”
he admits. “But I believe business is
still about relationships.”
Find Kenny Long on Facebook,
TruckingwithAuthority. LL
A trucker for 10 years
and trucking journalist
for more than 15 years,
John Bendel’s biggest
inspiration still comes
from his readers.
For his series in Land
Line, he wants to know
what kind of technology
has become part of your job. Love it, hate
it, how does it work for you? Email John at
John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix, AZ*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $8 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 9510, Wichita, KS 67277
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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TRUCKERS
TURN US ON
GET CASH FLOWING:

800-207-7661

Fuel Advances



No Setup Fees



Steep Fuel Discounts

Sign Up Today: 800-207-7661 (Se Habla Español)

tbsfactoring.com
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Classically modified
to perfection
How about this piece of American history, eh? Indiana’s
Hank Robey ran across this 1963 Pete 351 more than a
decade ago and has since had it torn down to the frame
rails and running gear. When Robey found it, it was
already equipped with a Big Cam Cummins engine and
late model rear air suspension that it still has today.
Hank’s creed is: “Spend the least and make it about as
cool as anybody’s rig. If it ain’t broke, don’t jack with it.”
So, the wheelbase, the engine, the two-stick tranny setup, and the low leaf suspension have not required many
modifications. The rest of the rig has been thoroughly
Robey-ized.

Long hood, narrow grille, tall stacks … a winning look.

This particular era of Peterbilt already has a
lot of true character with the unique exposed
radiator surround, the fat front fenders and the
running boards.
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Sporting a custom back glass and custom rear frame panel.

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

First, the cab was gutted and slid back nearly a foot on
the chassis to allow Hank to build his own extended hood
panels. This provides even more nostalgic retro appeal to
the 351 Pete.
Next, all the upholstery was torn out and his lovely
wife, Kelly, went to work stitching up the new interior
panels. This was her first attempt at truck upholstery and,
wow, we think she is a natural. It came out fabulous.
Robey then began tediously making his own dash
panels at the drill press. After many, many hours of spin
sanding, he was ready to lay out the gauges and switches
and start the process of cutting the holes for the custom
instrument panels. When it all came together – the dash,
the interior upholstery, the two shifters, the pedals, the
uncluttered column and the overall streamlined interior –
has a ton of appeal.
With the hood fabricated and the cab plumbed and
wired, it was time to move on to other tasks. A 36-inch
bunk was located. Kelly stitched up new threads for it, as
Hank installed a one-off rear window.
Traditional red and black paint was applied; WTI rear
fenders installed; 6-inch chrome exhaust pipes were

The mods to this classic are tastefully done.
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Simple, bold and
racy interior.

erected; 11 cab lights nailed to the roof; and a 20-inch
chrome bumper with a full row of lights across the bottom
was hung up front.
This particular era of Peterbilt already has a lot of true
character with the unique exposed radiator surround, the
fat front fenders and the running boards. The air cleaners
painted a complementing color, a Motometer hood
ornament, a dropped sun visor and the classic two-tone
paint scheme make this Pete a rig that any trucker would
be proud to drive.
After a lifetime of working in and around the farm,
grain and ag industry, Robey has been active in planting,
harvesting, trucking, trailering, mechanic-ing, grain bin
building, tractor fixin’, and all aspects of fabrication
related to machinery and farming. So his winters allowed
him to tinker in the shop and hone his craftsman skills on
anything from street rods, to motorcycles, to tractors and
big rigs.
Robey’s advice to anyone who is about to get a start
as an owner-operator in trucking is: “Go all in. You had
better be prepared to give it 100 percent effort and stay
focused just about all the time. That is what it will take to
get established and build a solid customer base this day
and age. It takes a lot of hard work on the front end of a
new business to build a reputation and keep the wheels
turning.”
We give a “well done” shout out to Col. Hank and his
helpers as it is hard to improve upon classically modified
perfection, and this Peterbilt is truly top shelf in our
opinion. LL
Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo.
They have been entrenched in trucking for
three generations and have but one focus:
To serve America’s truckers and assist in
keeping them “looking good and rolling
proud” as they travel the highways.
OCTOBER 2017
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Kickin’ up
some dust
with Kenworth

By Suzanne Stempinski,
contributing field editor

A

recent trip to the Pacific
Northwest gave me the
opportunity to get behind the wheel
of some Kenworth vocational trucks
– a variety of dump trucks and
mixers – and take them for a ride.
With the uptick in the economy,
Kenworth is enjoying the growth
in their business, particularly in the
vocational segments. An increase in
housing starts and the gross domestic
product numbers has translated to an
improvement in the volume of truck
sales and orders.
Kenworth closed out 2016 with
382 dealer locations and anticipates
having more than 400 by the
end of 2017. That includes 4,700
service bays. Dealership owners
and principals invested more than
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$600 million over the past five years
in new facilities and upgrades to
existing locations.
The Kenworth T880 and T880S
are sturdy, capable and stylish.
From front bumper to the back of
the cab, the T880S is 114-inches,
allowing body builders the flexibility
to increase payload, while still
complying with bridge laws. Under
the hood, I had a choice of the
Paccar MX-11 or MX-13, offering a
variety of drivetrain and horsepower
options up to 510 horsepower for
dynamic performance, as well as
a mixer featuring the Cummins
Westport ISL GNear Zero emission
natural gas engine.
My first ride of the day was a
T880 red and black dump, grossing
around 68,000 pounds. Under the
hood was the Paccar MX-11 engine
with 430 hp and 1650 lb-ft of
torque and a 213-inch wheelbase.
Bendix air disc brakes and the Eaton
Ultrashift Plus transmission made for
an appealing package.
Starting production at the end
of July, there’s a new bright trim
air intake for T880 and T880S. It

complements the chrome mirror
shells, chrome bumper and other
bright options available.
The roads around Snoqualmie,
Wash., are hilly with many mountain
curves. It’s beautiful country with
fields filled with flowers, berries and
fruits.
I climbed aboard, got settled and
eased into drive. My passenger,
another editor who did not have a
CDL, and I chatted our way down
the road. While my seat had air-ride,
his did not but he said it was still a
very comfortable ride.
The dash layout is smart and the
gauges were easy to read. The doormounted mirrors are set far enough
forward that I could sweep my gaze
from side to side without craning my
neck.
Navigating down a grade, I could
barely hear the engine brake but I
know it was working as it held us
at a steady speed. Remember when
the rat-a-tat-tat of the engine brake
stopped conversations? Not anymore.
We passed a roadside fruit stand
offering Mount Rainier cherries and
other locally grown produce. I put it
OCTOBER 2017
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Vocational trucks
are in hot demand
with the uptick
in the economy

Land Line Contributing Field Editor Suzanne Stempinski piloted the Kenworth T880 through
on- and off-highway test drives.

on my “I’ll be back” list.
We cruised through a roundabout
and headed back to the beginning.
The return leg was equally
uneventful. Pulling that now uphill
grade was effortless for the MX-11.
I was impressed with the very
smooth ride from beginning to
end. Having the UltraShift Plus
transmission meant I never had
to think about missing a shift or
finding myself in an incorrect gear. A
workday with this truck would be a
good day well done.
Next up, we grabbed a yellow
T880S Bridge Mixer, loaded with
gravel and water. Another MX-11
430 hp engine with 1,650 lb-ft of
torque, this one came with an Allison
automatic transmission.
As we sat parked, the mixer
spun enough to send the gravel up
the inside of the drum and then it
dropped, rocking the cab with every

big slosh. With a reminder to be
careful on the curves and turns, we
took the same route as before.
The biggest difference in the ride
was all about the mixer. Loaded
with rock and water to mimic a load,
the jerky movements of the drum
smoothed out when the truck was
running down the road, but I was still
aware of the exaggerated pitch and
sway that a load of concrete wouldn’t
cause.
Our afternoon drives changed
from on highway to off-road at the
DirtFish Rally School, one of only
a handful of facilities in the country
offering the opportunity to drive rally
cars on a dirt course.
No rally cars for us – it was all
about trucks and dirt and dust. What
a great opportunity to get a little
adventurous with a rally course and
trucks designed for on- or off-road
applications.

A T880S dump truck with a
MX-13, featuring 510 hp and
1850 lb-ft of torque on a 230-inch
wheelbase simply rocketed around the
course.
And the T880S natural gas mixer
wasted no time making its moves.
Featuring the Cummins Westport ISL
G Near Zero NOx emissions engine
rated at 320 hp and 1,000 lb-ft of
torque, it was a clean way to shake
up a little dust. For local applications,
this vehicle could be a superstar.
Kenworth has not adopted selfcanceling turn signals, and the fixed
point for the seat belt harness did not
give me a way to adjust the belt so it
could ride my shoulder instead of my
neck. But all the trucks were roomy,
powerful and surprisingly quiet.
These are trucks that will give you a
good day’s work, day after day. LL

NEED CASH FAST?
First-Time Owner Operators,
Limited Driving Experience and
Less than Perfect Credit

Apply Today!
FREE GIFT*
*Free gift available at closing

OFFICE LOCATIONS

TRUCK AND TRAILER PURCHASES  REPAIR LOAN FINANCING
LEASE PURCHASE BUY OUTS  COMMERCIAL TITLE LOANS
CORPORATE • 623-434-2500

34225 N. 27th Dr. Bldg. 1, Phoenix, AZ 85085

CALIFORNIA • 714-974-9700

4222 Green River Rd., Corona, CA 92878

GEORGIA • 404-975-4800

6604 Tara Blvd., Jonesboro, GA 30236

FINANCIAL SERVICES GROUP CORPORATION

www.MissionFinancialServices.net
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Daimler amps up
technology game
to reduce downtime
and maximize profits
By Suzanne Stempinski
contributing field editor

ife as an outlaw trucker, flying
by the seat of your pants, being
invisible going down the road,
and doing things your own way,
has become the stuff of urban
legend. We live in a world where
deadlines, timelines and tracking
where we are and where we’re
going has become second nature.
And that’s not all bad as long as it’s
about keeping you on the road and
reducing costly downtime.
Whether you’re a one-truck
owner-operator or a fleet manager,
today’s successful business is all
about managing time and operating
costs. It’s never been more
important than it is today to have
vital information that can keep your
truck on the road making money.

L
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That’s where the technology on
the truck is the latest frontier in
maximizing profits.
What if you could avoid a trip to
the shop by updating your truck’s
software programming while you
were stopped for a break? There’s
an app for that, and it’s about to
roll out for your Detroit Connectequipped new Freightliner Cascadia
Aero.
Over-the-Air Detroit Connect
Updates complements programs
already in place with Virtual
Technician, the on-the-go program
that monitors truck performance
and anticipates small concerns
before they become out-of-service
events. It can all be monitored
through the Detroit Connect portal,
and will provide vital information
to the truck owner or fleet manager.
More on the Cascadia Aero
The new Freightliner Cascadia Aero
is quiet, roomy and fuel-efficient. It
will take you from coast to coast or
dock to dock in comfort and style.
From a practical standpoint, it is up
to 8 percent more fuel-wefficient

than the Cascadia Evolution. And
that’s money in your pocket.
Inside, it’s ergonomic, with a
well thought-out dash that provides
easy-to-read gauge clusters and
information at your fingertips.
There’s always something new
on the horizon, and the recently
introduced driver loft is a sleeper
experience you’ll want to take a
close look at.
It starts with two-person dinette
with a collapsible table. The seats
are positioned to facilitate plenty of
leg room – a 30 degree angle from
one side to the other keeps you
from bumping knees – and offers
space to stretch your legs.
Check out a full size Murphy bed
that comes down from the wall.
Or climb the new telescoping
ladder to your upper bunk. You’ll
feel like you’re in an RV instead of
a truck.
An accessory package that
includes a larger-than-dormsized refrigerator, mounting a
flat-screen TV and plenty of
storage makes this an appealing
home on the road. LL

Photo by Suzanne Stempinski

Connectivity and
the bottom line
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Test driving the Cascadia Aero
I recently had the opportunity to
take a trip behind the wheel of the
Cascadia Aero through the Napa
Valley in California.
The grille, hood and bumper have
been redefined. They bear a strong
resemblance to the Super Truck
design. An expansive windshield is
capped by a visor that’s integrated
into the roof line. The side fairings
extend closer to the ground. There
are flexible chassis skirts and
removable wheel covers, minimizing
places for wind drag. It looks
smooth and robust.
Adjusting the seat and sliding
the seat belt harness down the
track so it didn’t ride my neck was
a welcome start. With the DD15
engine, DT12 automated manual

transmission and integrated Detroit
Powertrain, the truck was amazingly
quiet. I had to listen intently to the
engine sounds.
With a 53-foot van trailer tucked
up close, maneuvering both on
and off the highway was a breeze. I
focused on the details. The engine
brake was quiet, the adaptive cruise
control prevented me from following
too closely and the lane departure
warning system kept me on the
straight and narrow. It is equipment
designed to work with and for the
driver, making the job easier. Even
on a short run, I watched the fuel
economy tick higher, knowing every
little bit helps. LL
Ð Suzanne Stempinski

Daimler launches used truck
promotion through end of year
SelecTrucks announces All-Star LineUp,
a new promotion that provides used
truck customers with maximum flexibility
to select the discount that works best for
their business.
When purchasing an eligible vehicle,
customers can choose one of the
following options: down payment,
upgraded warranty or tire upgrade.
“At SelecTrucks, we are committed to
offering the best used truck solutions
for our customers,” said Bryan Howard,
director of sales and distribution for Fort
Mill, S.C.-based SelecTrucks, which is
the retail distributor for Daimler Trucks
Remarketing. “All-Star LineUp gives
our customers the power to choose the

discount that best fits their business.”
Both owner-operators and fleet
customers can see a significant benefit
by selecting one of three discounts when
they purchase an eligible used truck
from any SelecTrucks Center in America.
The down payment match and tire
upgrade come with $3,000 limits –
matching up to a $3,000 down payment
and $3,000 toward new tires. The
warranty upgrade to the Select Extra
Limited Warranty adds components
such as fuel pumps, turbochargers,
EGR valves and more to the warranty
package.
The offer is good through the end of
2017. LL

More than
a fuel saver

Safety • Stability • Savings
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.

Technical information www.airtab.com
To purchase 970-663-9075 or www.buyairtab.com
OCTOBER 2017
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Is a new Volvo VNL the right truck for you?

By Suzanne Stempinski, contributing field editor

to draw attention to your truck. There’s an optional
skylight.
hanges in regulations translate to changes in trucks.
The fairings are new, too. They’re bigger and end
Engines, transmissions, drive trains. Frequently
closer to the ground, providing improved aerodynamics.
regulation spurs changes we didn’t think we wanted
The bumper is three pieces, which provide a better
and find out later that maybe they weren’t such a bad
sweep angle, tucked in at the corners.
idea. And then sometimes a truck comes along that is a
LED headlamps are standard and intelligent – in
collection of good ideas, compiled into one big package.
freezing conditions, they have defrosters to keep them
Meet the new Volvo VNL. Distinctively Volvo.
clear. In fact, all the lighting is LED, inside and out.
Loaded with new. It’s bigger,
The dash has been redesigned
more aerodynamic and more fuel
to include traditional gauges and
efficient.
a high-resolution, five-inch color
For
the
last
several
years,
every
The front bumper sits 1.5
LCD screen. The new Position
inches further forward. The hood manufacturer has been focused on
Perfect steering wheel is a threeis 70 pounds lighter. The hooduptime, because they recognize that way adjustable tilt and telescoping
mounted mirrors are heated.
wheel that adjusts in relation to the
if
the
wheels
aren’t
turning
the
driver
They’re positioned so well that
column. Just like the new VNR,
and the customer will be hurting.
you’ll want them even if you’re
there’s a rail around the doghouse
not a newbie because they’re
that is customizable with optional
placed in the right place and
cup holders or trays – removable,
eliminate blind spots on either side of the truck.
adjustable and easy to clean.
There’s a new 70-inch sleeper available in the
The cheapest crash is the one that never happened.
VNL 740 and VNL 760. It expands to a 77-inch-high
With that in mind, Volvo Active Driver Assist is now
roof sleeper in the VNL 860. The new configuration
standard on all VNL and VNR trucks. It is designed to
includes a bed that tilts up so you can sit up and do your
help drivers maintain a safe following distance with a
paperwork or read a book. A desk folds out of the back
fully integrated system in the dash. All the information
wall. The sleeper control panel is on the back wall, too.
is provided right in front of the driver’s eyes. There’s a
You can check to make sure the truck doors are locked
brand new heads-up warning in red that appears directly
without getting out of bed. Got a problem and need
in the windshield. Reducing the risk of impact or
help? There’s a panic button that’ll make enough noise
preventing it altogether is the goal.
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For the past several years, every manufacturer has
been focused on uptime, because they recognize that if
the wheels aren’t turning the driver and the customer
will be hurting. With remote diagnostics and now remote
programming on the fly, a driver will be able to receive
programming updates while on the road. The truck has
to be parked with cellular data available and the parking
brakes engaged.
A recent trip to the new Customer Service Center
adjacent to their New River Valley manufacturing facility
in Dublin, Va., offered me the opportunity to get up close
and personal with the new VNL for a look and a brief trip
around their new 1.1-mile test track. The customer service
center is state of the art – with meeting rooms, a rotating
turntable in the center space to make bringing a truck and
trailer in and out incredibly easy; and classrooms where
models of the dash with all its advanced features can be
“driven” for a practice run before getting behind the wheel.
Stay tuned – there’s an extended test drive in my
future – and I’m looking forward to spending a couple
of days investigating the features and benefits of the new
Volvo VNL. LL
Circle No. 147 on Response Card

Volvo sets Guinness record
with ‘largest unboxing’
Three-year-old Joel Jovine got the thrill of his young life
when he helped Volvo unbox their brand-new VNL series
tractors earlier this year. Jovine, who has a passion
for Volvo trucks, got to open an 80- by 14- by 18-foot
box, which contained a full-size model of the latest VNL
tractor.
Volvo Trucks filmed the unboxing May 12 in Charlotte,
N.C. The unboxing record, which is determined by the
size of the object being unboxed, was easily set with a
Volvo VNL 760 tractor and trailer measuring 72 feet in
length. Guinness World Records confirmed the record.
Over the past years, Volvo Trucks has gained global
attention for its films spread through social media. In a
series of spectacular live tests, the global truck company
has displayed its products and features in breathtaking
stunts.
To set the record, the box had to completely
encapsulate the Volvo VNL and then needed to be
opened manually, using no tools. The Volvo VNL had
to be removed from the box without destroying the box
during the process. The box also had to be made of
normal box materials – cardboard and cellophane – but
internal reinforcement was permitted as long as it didn’t
take away from the experience of the unboxing. LL

Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

513-476-7032
Circle No. 150 on Response Card

OCTOBER 2017

LAND LINE 81

EQUIPMENT NEWS

Missing link
Paccar rolls out new transmission, last piece
to complete integrated powertrain
By Jami Jones, managing editor

T
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A cutaway of the new Paccar 12-speed transmission.

happens seamlessly with multiple starts and stops –
without the need for engaging a clutch.
An ergonomic, automotive-style column shifter that is
simple and intuitive to operate controls the transmission.
Transmission controls include drive, neutral, reverse and
manual modes as well as a selector for the engine brake.
The transmission weighs in at about 657 pounds,
nearly 105 pounds lighter than comparable transmissions
according to Paccar reps. Capable of 1,850 lb-ft of torque,
the 510-horsepower, 12-speed transmission turns
1,100 rpm at the lower cruise speed.
Other features include a maintenance-free clutch and an
internally routed electrical system to maximize durability.
The new column-mounted shifter puts gear selection and
engine brake controls at the driver’s fingertips for better
ergonomics and improved performance.
The transmission, which requires 16 pints of fluid
or about half as much as required by competing
transmissions according to Paccar, includes a
differentiated fluid pressure detection system. That
protects the gears and shafts from low fluid conditions.
Paccar recommends a transmission oil change at
750,000 miles.
It comes complete with a five-year/750,000-mile
warranty on the transmission and a three-year/350,000
mile warranty on the clutch.
The automated transmission, built specifically for the
linehaul and on-highway lineup of Paccar trucks, will be
available in October 2017 as an option. LL
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op to bottom and front to back, fully integrated
powertrains are all the rage. Paccar Powertrain
rolled out its new 12-speed automated transmission in
August – effectively filling in the final piece of the Paccar
integrated powertrain puzzle.
“The Paccar Automated Transmission is engineered
to work seamlessly with Paccar MX engines and Paccar
axles and provide industry-leading performance,” said
Landon Sproull, Paccar vice president.
The new fully integrated powertrain was unveiled at
the Paccar Technical Center in Mount Vernon, Wash., to
industry media. Paired with the Paccar MX-13 and Paccar
drive axles, the transmission completes a fully integrated
powertrain carrying the Paccar nameplate.
The new transmission was not a conversion from a
manual transmission, Paccar execs told the media. It was
built as a proprietary transmission in cooperation with
Eaton from a clean slate. The Paccar and Eaton teams
have worked on the development of the transmission for
about three years.
The process of developing the transmission was
expedited by technology available at the Paccar Technical
Center in Mount Vernon, Wash. Conceptual designs can
rapidly go from pencil and paper to 3D models to test
models.
The Paccar transmission features a hill start aid, engine
overspeed protection, enhanced engine braking, creep
mode, neutral coast, and other predictive features. The
system allows for effortless driving in stop-and-go traffic
as well as driving in up and down hill terrains.
When paired with the optional Predictive Cruise Control
system, the transmission achieves additional fuel savings
through the integration of Predictive Cruise Control,
Predictive Shifting, and Predictive Neutral Coast.
The automated transmission constantly monitors
changes in road grade, vehicle speed, acceleration, torque
demand, weight and engine load to keep the truck in the
most fuel-efficient gear possible.
Through optimized gear selection, the transmission
selects the appropriate starting gear and makes shift
decisions, skip shifting when appropriate, based on grade,
vehicle weight, engine torque and throttle position.
The 12-speed transmission features two reverse gears
as well. The seamless operation in reverse makes backing
smooth in tight situations and out of a near-jackknife
position. The required precision maneuvering in reverse

HIGHWAY HERO

Know a Highway Hero?
Nominations being accepted
for annual Goodyear award
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Nominations for the 35th annual
Goodyear Highway Hero award
are now open.
Since 1983, the Goodyear
North America Highway
Hero program has honored
professional truck drivers who
put themselves in harm’s way to
help others.
Over the years, truck drivers have often
been the first people on the scene to help others who had
been the victim of a car crash or another accident. Each
year, Goodyear accepts nominations from all over North
America for the award. Candidates are then narrowed
down to three finalists from which a panel of trucking
industry media representatives selects the Highway Hero
Award winner. The 2018 winner will be announced in
March.
Nominees must be full-time truck drivers and reside in
the United States or Canada, and the incident must have
occurred between Nov. 16, 2016, and Nov. 16, 2017.
Finalists must also pass a background check.
Last year’s winner, David Webb of Billings, Mont., won
$5,000, a ring, and a trophy.
David and his wife, Carol Webb, were driving through
northern Washington in June 2016 when they observed a
dump truck swerve in the next lane.
“We just thought he was a bad driver,” Carol recalled
this past March at the Mid-America Trucking Show in
Louisville, Ky.
However, David soon saw the dump truck driver
slumped over his steering wheel. As the dump truck
slowed, David parked his own truck and ran after the
still-moving vehicle. He jumped onto the dump truck’s
running board, opened the door, reached inside and
applied the brakes.
As Carol called 911, David and a bystander pulled the
driver out of the truck and performed CPR, because the
man wasn’t breathing. A few minutes later, paramedics
arrived and took the dump truck driver to the hospital.
The following day, the Webbs learned the driver awoke
from a coma.
“It was a big relief,” David said. “We’re good friends
now.”
The other two finalists, Chris Baker and Tim Freiburger,
received trophies and a cash prize.
Nominations may be submitted online at the Goodyear
website or by mail to Goodyear Highway Hero Award
Headquarters; Dept. 798A; 200 Innovation Way; Akron,
OH 44316.
Submissions will be accepted through Nov. 29. LL
OCTOBER 2017
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High

(water)

anxiety
What happens
if your truck is
flood damaged?
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

S

torm surges, torrential
rains and, in some cases,
nearly biblical flooding are
byproducts of a hurricane season that
can play hell on your tractor, trailer
and equipment.
Estimates of flood damage caused
by disasters like Hurricane Harvey
in the Gulf Coast region of Texas
put the total damage to vehicles at
more than $2.25
billion. Losses
to commercial
tractors and
trailers, as well
as RVs, motor
homes and
trailer homes
are estimated
at an additional
Homer Hogg
$1 billion,
according to the Insurance Council
of Texas.
But what happens when a truck is
submerged in water? How deep does
the water have to get before you
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should start worrying? And if you’re
in the market for a used truck, how
can you be sure the one you think
you’re getting a sweet deal on wasn’t
severely damaged by flooding? If
you don’t know what you’re looking
for, identifying and rectifying flood
damage can be a costly ordeal.
The most important areas that
are susceptible to flood damage
are gearboxes and transmissions,
according to Homer Hogg,
TravelCenters of America’s vice
president of technical development.
“No. 1, you have to be concerned
about your engine and gearboxes,”
he said. “If you think about your
transmission and your rear end, and

your axles on the end, those are the
first things that are ever going to be
exposed. Long before the water gets
into your cab.”
Hogg said doing a bottom drain
and top check of transmission
fluids is critical if your vehicle has
been exposed to flooding in order
to assess fluid condition and level.
Whether the contamination is on
the top or at the bottom depends on
what kind of sediment entered the
gearbox, Hogg said.
“If it’s overfull, there’s a good hint
that you’ve got a problem,” he said.
“Obviously oil and water don’t mix.”
Vents on the gearboxes allow for
contamination by brackish water

OOIDA says
The employees at OOIDA’s Truck
Insurance Department offer some
of their tips on what to do if your
vehicle is damaged by flooding.
If water makes its way into the
engine, but the engine was not
completely submerged, they
recommend you DO NOT try to
start the engine, as the corrosive
properties of the salt and brackish
water can do further damage.
Instead, they recommend having

the truck towed to a reputable
repair shop to have the engine
and system flushed and checked.
When it comes to towing,
OOIDA suggests drivers be as
“proactive as possible in getting
their vehicles towed before they
are subject to a nonconsensual
tow by some of the more
predatory tow companies that
will overcharge and rack up large
amounts of storage fees.” LL
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How can you avoid ending up underwater
on a flood-damaged used truck?
When looking at a used vehicle,
Hogg said keep a sharp eye
out for rust spots on the frame,
on the ends of nuts and bolts
and other hardware. The rust
typically presents on frame bolts,
or hangar bolts, particularly in
the threads. You also can check
for rust and contaminants in the
plugs of electronic devices that
are mounted outside the engine
compartment.
“Rust is a really good indicator
of moisture levels on that
vehicle,” he said. “In order for it
to have high levels of rust, that
vehicle has to have been sitting
there for a long period of time,
unless it was underwater.”
Another dead giveaway a
truck has been submerged in
floodwaters can be found by
checking the exhaust ports of
the brake foot and relay valves.
When the valve is at rest, the
exhaust is exposed to the
delivery lines, meaning mud and
water and other contaminants

when submerged. Those vents can
even allow the contaminated water
to get into the axles themselves.
Breathers on the axles also offer
another entry point for contaminated
water to enter a gearbox and wreak
havoc on axle tubes and bearings.
Without proper inspection and
repair, you could be facing a costly
downtime issue (or several).
“If you’ve got any contamination
going to your rear ends, now you’ve
got to check the end. And, if you’ve
got a drive axle, that means you’ve
got to pull the axles out and check
the bearing inside. You could get the
gearbox clean and neglect to check
the bearing on the axle, and then go
down the highway and wipe out the
bearing and the gearbox.”
Hogg says that for most insurance

can enter through there and
work their way into the entire
brake system.
“I exercise those valves, and
if there’s anything in those lines
it’ll make its way out of the
exhaust lines,” he said. “If you
can see mud and dirt coming
out of them, that will tell you
right away that vehicle has been
underwater.”
When it comes to scoping
out the cab, the easiest check
for damage can be a visual
inspection underneath the
carpet or the door panel on
the threshold of the door. The
channel can be accessed by
removing the metal or plastic
protector, usually by undoing a
few screws with either a Torx bit
or a Phillips-head screwdriver.
“It will be a mess in that
channel,” he said.
Fuse boxes or power
distribution systems also can
show tell-tale signs of flood
damage. LL

companies, the rule of thumb is that
once liquid contamination has made
its way inside the cab, that vehicle
is totaled.
“If it gets inside the cab, it’s over.
And for good reason,” Hogg said.
“Because let’s say (the water) is on
the chassis outside. If I don’t run
that vehicle up and down the road
with contaminated lubricants, I can
drain all the fluid and flush it and
clean all the bearings relatively
affordably, and I have very little
risk. Once it gets inside the cab,
I now have sensitive circuits that
have been underwater. Once that
power distribution network has been
exposed to mud and water, you have
a major problem. The cost to correct
that is likely going to be more than
the vehicle is worth.” LL
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MAINTENANCEQ&A
Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Keep or replace:
considerations with an aging truck

Q

My truck is a 2007 Kenworth with a 500
horsepower Cummins and a Fuller 13 overdrive
transmission. It’s coming up on 1 million miles. My
question: Should I replace it? If so, should I buy new or
used?

A

This is one of those “it depends” questions. It
depends on many factors. Are you happy with
your truck now? Are your maintenance and operating
costs starting to climb, or are they holding steady? Are
there features in newer trucks that you wish you had?
What do you haul, and where do you haul it? What can
you afford? These are just a few of the questions you’ll
need to answer before you can decide.

You may want a new (or newer)
truck just for features like stability
control or an automated manual
transmission.
Are you unhappy with your truck now? If not, why
change? Trucks depreciate less and less each year as they
age, so a 10-year-old truck will not be worth much more
in trade than a 12- or 13-year-old model. If it rides well
and has been properly and regularly maintained, you may
want to hold on to it.
As trucks age, they are more likely to have catastrophic
failures. So there are things you can do to avoid major
problems in the future, especially if you want to keep
your truck. Have all your fluids analyzed. Have your
transmission and differential oil checked, and pay
attention to wear metals. Analyze coolant for additive
concentrations, rust, and signs of deteriorating seals. Be
sure acids and alkalinity are in proper range.
When you have preventive maintenance done, get the
oil analyzed. Plot the results and look for any trends. The
report may indicate the oil is good, but that just means no
limits have been exceeded. If, for example, the iron limit
is 100 parts per million (ppm) and your last five readings
were 28, 31, 32, 30 and 63, the lab will report the oil is
within range and still good, but the trend line was broken,
and something in the engine is starting to fail.
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Depending on other readings, you can identify
problems before they occur and take steps to fix them
when and where you want, avoiding road service calls,
towing charges and unscheduled downtime. That’s why
it’s called preventive maintenance. Or, you may want to
trade before something fails.
You may want a new (or newer) truck just for
features like stability control or an automated manual
transmission. That is as much a question of personal
preference as economics or operations.
What you haul and where you run will affect your
decision. Are you specialized, hauling only one type of
product so you have no backhaul and come home empty,
or do you haul general freight and run heavy almost all
the time? Do you run terminal to terminal or do a lot of
urban deliveries? Can you improve your operations by
changing your equipment? Do you do a lot of shifting,
either in town or over mountains, or do you get into top
gear on the interstate and not touch your shifter until your
next pit stop?
The new-or-used question also depends on many more
factors. Warranty is one, although used truck warranties
have improved a great deal in the past few decades. Other
factors to consider are depreciation, residual value and
annual maintenance. The rule of thumb is that as value
decreases, annual maintenance increases. Preventive
maintenance is generally constant, but repairs trend
upward after the warranty expires. Also, can you find
the features you want in an affordable used truck? When
buying used, always check maintenance records to make
sure everything that should be done was done, and on
time.

Q

I just bought a used truck, a 2013 Freightliner
Cascadia, from a fleet in my area known for
well-maintained trucks. I drive for a different company.
I was a company driver but want to try being an owneroperator. Our company trucks all have inverters, but my
new truck doesn’t. Can I install one myself or do I need
to take it to a dealer?

A

If you are reasonably competent with basic hand
and power tools – wrenches, drills and the like
OCTOBER 2017

– yes, you can install one yourself. Before you start,
be sure you know how to handle the high amperage
electric current you’ll be dealing with. A 1,100-watt
microwave plugged into a wall socket draws only
about 13-14 amps, depending on its internal losses.
But that same microwave pulling from your batteries
to the inverter needs at least 130 amps. Add in the
current needed to make up for up to 30 percent loss
inside the inverter because of inefficiencies and you
could draw 167 amps at the batteries.
Depending on the distance from the inverter to
the batteries, you’ll need some heavy-duty cable.
The Technology and Maintenance Council has
Recommended Practices 163 and 160, Power Inverter
Selection Recommendations and Wire and Circuit
Protection Guidelines, related to inverters. For a
3,000-watt inverter, they recommend using 4/0 cable
from the batteries to the inverter, along with a 500amp fuse on the positive cable as close to the battery
as possible.
Xantrex, a leading inverter manufacturer, recently
issued guidelines for installation.
Location is important. It should be away from
moisture, away from an outside access door. The
internal electrical losses convert to heat, so you
want a location where a blanket or jacket won’t be
thrown over it or block access to airflow. Never
put an inverter near fuel or flammable or corrosive
vapors or in an engine compartment. If you can’t
find a suitable place within 10 feet of your batteries,
get bigger cables and move the inverter to a suitable
location. LL
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12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399

DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.

OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499
GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, next to Pilot Travel Center

ELOY, AZ • 502-836-2386
I-10, Exit 200, across from Love’s Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
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TAXTIPS

Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Projection and protection

Q
A

You already have told us that
you are having a good year.
Your gross revenues are up while
your fuel and repairs are down, and
you have a large amount of cash on
hand. You need to have an income
tax projection prepared for 2017 to
give you your potential tax liability.

by selling or trading in your old
trailer. But just looking at the tax
benefits of buying equipment may
not be enough. You also have to
consider how much money or how
much additional money you’re going
to make off the new equipment and
whether it pays economically. So we
have to consider the tax and
economic benefits of changing
equipment at the same time.

The most common
ways of getting
scammed are
through phone calls
and fake emails.

Q
A

How much in income taxes
will I owe next year?

The projection will allow you to set
aside enough cash for taxes and give
you enough time for proper tax
planning. It’s still possible to reduce
your potential income tax liability by
creating a roadmap to follow through
the end of the year. You were wise to
recognize that you may have a tax
problem, and you gave yourself
enough time to act. You also
indicated that you may be changing
some of your equipment.

Q

Yes, I’m thinking of
replacing my trailer. How
much would that help me with my
income taxes?

A

It’s possible replacing your
trailer can save you lots in
taxes. But it also depends upon how
much you’re paying for the new
trailer and what dollars you get either
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Am I going to be penalized
for owing income taxes?

Not if you have paid your
quarterly estimated taxes on
time. Based on paying 110 percent of
your prior year taxes you can
eliminate potential penalties and
interest. If you haven’t paid your
estimated taxes, make sure you do so
right away. That way you can
minimize any penalties and interest.
Once the end of the year comes
around and we review the results of
our tax planning, I would suggest
paying any potential income taxes
from the last estimate by Jan. 15. All
remaining taxes must be paid in full
on or before April 15 of the next year
for prior taxes owed.
On a side note, the IRS has
stepped up their enforcement for the
underpayment of prepaid income
taxes.

Q

I keep hearing about IRS tax
scams. What should I do to
keep from getting scammed?

A

The most common ways of
getting scammed are through

phone calls and fake emails.
Scammers use fake (look alike) IRS
emails or fake phone calls harassing
potential victims. The scammers will
say you owe money, demand
immediate payment or say you have
a refund coming to get your bank
account information.
To protect yourself, know that
the IRS will not call to demand
immediate payment nor send an
email. If you do owe money to the
IRS, they will send a bill through the
mail. They will never ask for bank
account information or debit or credit
card numbers over the phone. Also,
remember whenever writing a check
to the IRS, always make it out to
the “United States Treasury.” If you
suspect fake calls or emails, contact
the IRS or view your account at
IRS.gov.

Q

I received a letter from the
IRS indicating potential
identity theft. What should I do?

A

You should respond
immediately to the number
on the notice. It should be the same
as the IRS Identity Protection
Specialized Unit at 800-908-4490. If
anyone else you know suspects they
are a victim of identity theft, they
also should call the above number.
Also, complete Form 14039 and
contact your accountant. Once the
IRS confirms your identity, you will
receive an Identity Protection PIN to
be used with any IRS filings during
the year. You will be issued a new
PIN each year. In addition to the IRS,
file a report with the police and the
credit bureaus.
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Q

Is there anything else I
should do to help protect
my credit?

A

Yes. The credit bureaus
have a program you can
sign up for where they will
monitor your credit and keep you
notified of any apparent problems.
You can also sign up with
companies that offer Identity Theft
Protection, such as Life Lock and
Identity Guard. Costco also offers
an identity theft program. Also,
check your bank as well. We are
not specifically recommending any
of the companies. LL

This article has been presented by
PBS Tax and Bookkeeping Service,
a company that has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping
services to the trucking industry for
over a quarter century. If you would
like further information, please
contact us at 800-697-5153. Visit our
website at PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give specific
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
Income Tax Preparation
Bookkeeping Services
Quarterly Estimated Taxes
Financial Statements
Corporate and LLC formations
Non-ﬁlers
Delinquent income tax returns
IRS collection problems

Smiles all around.

KEEP MORE OF WHAT YOU EARN
AND LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).

159

$

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

only

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

You have been seen, so don’t leave
With more and more frequency
we are seeing drivers cited for
leaving the scene of an accident. If
you know you have been involved
in an accident, then stop, call the
authorities, and report it. If you
don’t stop or don’t know that you
were involved in an accident, more
than likely someone else does, and
they will report it.

Moving the vehicles
should not change a
determination of fault.
The following case examples
are an illustration of some of the
problems we see on a daily basis.

Q.

I made a right turn in a
tight downtown area and
ran over a stop sign. I wasn’t
far from my delivery point so
I continued on in order to not
block traffic. Once I arrived at the
delivery point, I called the police to
let them know about the damaged
stop sign. When an officer showed
up, he wrote me a ticket for
“leaving the scene of an accident”
and “careless driving.”
What’s the big deal? I reported
the accident, and I have plenty of
insurance coverage.

A

The big deal is that in most
jurisdictions, you are
required to stop at the scene of an
accident, report the accident, and
wait for instructions from a
responding officer. Further, you are
fortunate that you received only a
citation for the offense and weren’t
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arrested, because it can be a
criminal charge as well.
Since leaving the scene is a oneyear disqualifying offense under
383.51 of the FMCSR, don’t just
pay the citation.

original crash scene and making
some notes or recording a quick
voice memo on your phone would
be a good idea should you run
across someone who wants to try
and shift the blame.

Q.

Q.

I was involved in a minor
collision on the interstate
and noticed signage that said to
move to the side of the road for
minor accidents. Will I get a ticket
for leaving the scene if I move
from where the accident occurred?

A

Generally not as long as the
collision is reported. Many
states have enacted legislation to
combat several problems when
collisions occur. Some of the factors
that were important to these states
were avoiding traffic congestion
after minor accidents, preventing
secondary collisions because of
stopped vehicles, and protecting
law enforcement or first responders.
The majority of the rules on this
subject require that you pull to the
side of the road, an off-ramp or
frontage road, etc., that doesn’t
block traffic and call to report the
incident.

Q.

Does moving the vehicles
change any determination
of fault if someone changes their
story?

A

Moving the vehicles should
not change a determination
of fault. However, if it can be done
safely, taking pictures of the

I made a wrong turn in a
residential neighborhood
and ended up pulling down some
overhead lines. I didn’t realize
I had snagged the lines until a
police officer pulled me over and
said that someone had called it
in. I was issued a citation for “off
truck route.” What should I do?

A

Be very grateful that you
didn’t get cited for “leaving
the scene” or “failure to report” an
accident. You should obtain a letter
of restitution from your insurance
company or a receipt for the
damages if you or your company
pay for the damage. Once you have
that information, you may be able
to present that information to the
court and ask that the violation be
dismissed with proof of restitution
to the damaged party. LL
Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call 405242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or email
RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for specific
advice on your situation.
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EQUIPMENT NEWS

Key-off heat comes with comfort and quick payback
By Land Line staff

With winter right around the corner, no time is
better than the present to look at your key-off
options for staying warm on those cold nights.
Webasto pioneered the development of fueloperated air heating technology, introducing
the world’s first commercially available unit in
the 1950s. The company produces more than a
million heaters a year.
The Webasto bunk heaters can run up to 22
hours a day using as little as 1 gallon of fuel
putting out 7,000 to 13,650 Btu per hour. Payback
is estimated at six months by Webasto.
Savings Calculator - Truck Heating Air Top 2000 ST
Placement of the heater is very important. The
upside with the post-2010 emission compliant emissions
most common installation is in the under bunk
systems, is that by not running the truck’s main engine the
storage area – drivers and technicians need to be cautious
diesel particulate filter is being spared from trapping even
of how the storage is used to avoid damage to the heater.
more particulate matter. Inevitably that extends the need for
Also, it is recommended that return air ducting is utilized
costly DPF maintenance further down the road.
during installation for more precise temperature control. By
Digital heater control technology is becoming more
recirculating warm air, the heater
popular
and advanced. Drivers can customize their controls
regulates itself properly. The
to
save
more
fuel. Whether it’s programmable start times
heater can be switched
or
preventative
maintenance reminders, user control is
to ventilation mode,
becoming
more
advanced. For instance, users are able
recirculating the air inside
to program preventive maintenance reminders to help
of the vehicle, drawing in
maintenance directors and drivers make sure the heaters get
fresh air.
their preventative maintenance.
The quiet operation allows
Maintenance of the units is really simple, according to
drivers to rest comfortably,
Webasto.
Just run the heater 20 minutes once a month –
and warm, without running
even in Phoenix in the scorching heat – and change the fuel
the truck’s engine. Another
filter annually. LL
SmarTemp Control 2.0
Precision Bunk Temperature Management

Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
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YOURHEALTH
Buck Black, LCSW, LCAC TruckerTherapy.com

Happiness is just around the corner

many truck drivers get a happiness
boost when they call an Uber to go
exploring and do a bit of affordable
tourism when the opportunity
presents. Remember that there are
plenty of beautiful parks across the
country, and walking in the nicest
parts of town is still free.
Life experiences are the gateway
to happiness. Buying material things
boosts happiness only in the short
run. We quickly grow tired of what
we buy and are often dissatisfied
when it is no longer the latest and
greatest. However, we all have
memories that will last a lifetime and
always brings a smile to our face.
Also, with more quality experiences,
the increased relaxation and joy will

Tips for leading a happier life
■ Keep a positive attitude. We are all
negative thinkers, and this used
to help keep us alive in prehistoric
times. Today, it causes stress and
misery, which potentially shortens
our life.
■ Find the positives in life, and write
them on paper.
■ Find time for the important things
in life.
■ Don’t deﬁne yourself by your
failures or even your successes.
■ Maintain relationships with friends
and family. Social isolation hurts
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our happiness. The most severe
punishment is solitary conﬁnement.
■ When you can be grateful for the
everyday things in life, this helps to
boost your happiness.
■ Calculate how much money you
need to live and recognize that
doubling that amount does not
double happiness. Usually, it just
doubles stress if you are working
harder to earn it.
■ When you are 80, will you look
back on life and wish that you had
worked more? LL

promote lower blood pressure and a
healthier mind and body.
Happiness does not come from
feeling good all the time. That is
impossible. Happiness is about
believing in yourself, connecting
with others, doing the right thing,
and enduring. When you do this,
life will reward you the majority of
the time. Quit chasing that perfect
(impossible) life and learn to enjoy
the life that you have, which is most
likely a whole lot better than you
think.
Remember, getting enough sleep
and treating your body well is the
foundation of happiness. There
is an epidemic of people in our
society who are sleep deprived, eat
too much junk food, and do not
get enough exercise. Should it be
surprising that unhappiness is also
epidemic? LL
Buck Black is a licensed clinical social
worker therapist who specializes in
helping truckers and their families with
anger and stress management, as well
as depression and relationship problems.
He is licensed to provide treatment to
residents of Indiana.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
health situation is different. If you have
questions regarding medical issues,
consult your personal physician.

© gustavofrazao - Fotolia.com

We think happiness is just right
around the corner, but many of us
can never find it. “If I had a million
dollars” or “If I were retired” or
“If I had a better truck” are things
that many wish for. It is common to
think more money equals more joy.
However, most lottery winners are
not any happier when researchers
follow up with them five years after
their big win. If the lottery winners
can’t be happy, do we even have a
chance?
As a whole, people never feel
like they have enough: not enough
money, not enough security, not
enough success, not enough freedom
and not enough power. As a result,
we are stuck on the idea of more.
We strive for more and more.
Eventually, we wear ourselves out
as we are working to have more, be
more, and experience more. This
type of thinking does not work,
even though we all believe it will
eventually bring happiness.
The happiest people are those
who are able to live more of a
minimalistic lifestyle, so they can
afford to take some time off. Any
variation in your day will help you
to find more happiness. If you are
unable to take time off the road,
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GATS MOMENTS

Dave Nemo honored at GATS
for lifetime of achievements

Photo courtesy of John McElligott

By Land Line staff

Dave Nemo is an American radio
personality who hosts a show on
Road Dog Trucking on Sirius XM
Radio. Nemo’s show is geared toward
entertainment and news favored by
over-the-road truck drivers.
Dave started his career at WWL
807 AM in New Orleans. After
serving in the U.S. Army in Korea, he
went back to New Orleans and joined
Charlie Douglas on the famous “Road
Gang” show – the first radio program
aimed at truck drivers.
Now, 45 years later, Dave continues
to provide vital information to overthe-road listeners. He was honored
Aug. 25 at the Great American
Trucking Show in Dallas with an
achievement award recognizing his

many years on trucking radio.
The gathering that turned out to
be a surprise to Dave, who at first
thought he was at the GATS event
to speak on behalf of OOIDA’s Jon
Osburn. Osburn drives OOIDA’s
tour truck and is a longtime friend
of Dave’s – and Jon is who Dave
thought was receiving a lifetime
achievement award. Little did Dave
know, or even suspect, that it was a
bait-and-switch celebration, and Dave
was on the receiving end.
In addition to the lifetime
achievement award, Dave received an
award from the St. Christopher Fund,
which he co-founded. He also was
surprised with a trip to Hawaii from
“all his listeners,” a project secretly
planned by several of his fans and
friends.

Old friends and St. Christopher Fund co-founders
— Dr. John McElligott and Dave Nemo after the
surprise award event in Dallas.

As one trucker in attendance said,
“all you had to do was turn on the
radio and know you had a friend right
there with you on the radio.” LL

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.
(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
Circle No. 18 on Response Card

OCTOBER 2017

LAND LINE 93

ON THE ROAD By Jon Osburn Skipper of “The Spirit”

The ÔSpiritÕ is ready to rack up some miles
In late September, I was scheduled
to take part in a pair of convoys
that raise money for the Special
Olympics. The Missouri convoy
was scheduled for Sept. 23 as part
of the Guilty By Association Truck
Show in Joplin, and the Rapid City,
S.D., convoy was scheduled for
Sept. 30.
Both events mean a lot to me.
The convoys are really a high
point of the year. I have family
members who have special needs
children, and they’re great parents.
Giving back to these athletes is so
rewarding. Truck drivers really do
a great job of rallying around these
causes. Each convoy generates tens
of thousands of dollars for Special
Olympics.

After the convoys, Sassi and I
will be putting a lot of miles on
the new “Spirit” in October. We
will be traveling through much of
the central United States, as we
will have stops in Ogallala, Neb.;
Oakley, Kan.; North Little Rock,
Ark.; Prescott, Ark.; Rockwall,
Texas; Hillsboro, Texas; and
Weatherford, Texas. In addition, I
will be at the OOIDA headquarters
in Grain Valley, Mo., from Oct.
11-15 to attend the board meetings.
I’m excited about all of the
places we’re going. I’m going to
see so many different people.
That’s the kind of stuff I like to
do. I get to be in different travel
lanes. I get to hear different life
adventures and different concerns.

The guy on I-80 often has different
concerns than the truckers on I-29
or I-35 all the time. They might
mingle across paths, but they are in
different freight lanes a lot of times.
Stop by and see Sassi and me
so we can hear about your unique
concerns. LL

Senior Member
Jon Osburn has
been an OOIDA
member since 1993.
A former longtime
owner-operator, Jon
has also worked as
a paramedic and
a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives with his wife, Vicki,
in Boise, Idaho, and travels with his loyal
co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: OCTOBER 2017
Oct 2-4

T/A, Ogallala, NE

I-80, Exit 126

Oct 6-8

T/A, Oakley, KS

I-70 and US 40, Exit 76

Oct 17-19

Idella M Hansen Petro
N Little Rock, AR

I-40, Exit 161

Oct 20-22

T/A, Prescott, AR

I-30, Exit 44

Oct 23-25

T/A, Rockwall, TX

I-30 at Rt 205, Exit 68

Oct 26-28

T/A, Hillsboro, TX

I-35, Exit 370

Oct 29-31

Petro, Weatherford, TX

I-20, Exit 409

Nov 1-3

T/A, Denton, TX

I-35 and US 77,
Exit 471, MM 47

Nov 5-7

T/A, Beto Junction, KS

US 75 & I-35, Exit 155

94 LAND LINE

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for their
generous use of the 2017 5700 EX
Phantom II as the new Spirit of the
American Trucker tour truck. Western
Star’s support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.
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Reminder: LoveÕs advises a fuel-and-go
It is that time of year: Biketoberfest
in Florida. Every year in October,
truckers in the Daytona area have
to share a popular truck stop with
thousands of bikers. Biketoberfest will
run Oct. 18-21 near the Love’s Travel
Stop in Ormond Beach, Fla., off of
I-95/US Highway 1.
With Daytona Harley Davidson, a
substantial contributor to the event,
next door to Love’s, traffic around

the truck stop will be significantly
higher. As a result, Love’s advises
truckers that they can only fuel up
and go. Long-term parking will not be
available during Biketoberfest.
Biketoberfest has a history of
creating major traffic jams in the area,
causing state police to close the exit.
For Love’s to continue to provide
fuel to truckers during the bike rally,
truckers must drive in and out. LL

Daseke merges with R&R Trucking
Daseke, the largest owner of flatbed
and specialized transportation
solutions in North America,
announced a merger with R&R
Trucking, a leading specialized
transporter of defense and
commercial arms, ammunitions and
explosives cargo.
This marks Addison, Texas-based
Daseke Inc.’s fourth company
addition since May 1.
R&R Trucking Inc., which was
founded in 1988 and based in
Joplin, Mo., uses primarily team

PHONE
OFFICE HOURS

drivers to move specialty cargo
that requires unique training and
security clearances. With more than
3,800 tractors and more than 8,200
flatbed and specialized trailers,
Daseke is the largest owner of
flatbed and specialized equipment
in North America.
Earlier this year, Daseke acquired
Schilli Cos., Remington, Ind.;
Big Freight Systems, Winnipeg,
Manitoba; and Steelman Cos.,
Springfield, Mo. LL

816-229-5791 or toll-free 800-444-5791
Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Land Line offices 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Central Time Zone.

ADDRESS 1 NW OOIDA Drive, Grain Valley, MO 64029
ON THE WEB OOIDA............................................www.OOIDA.com
Land Line Magazine ........... www.LandLineMag.com

Circle No. 33 on Response Card

OCTOBER 2017

Circle No. 216 on Response Card
LAND LINE 95

DASHBOARDCONFIDENTIAL
Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

Old road dog, new road dog tricks
Who said, “You can’t teach an old
dog new tricks?” As an officially
registered “old dog,” I have the
Medicare card and Denny’s senior
citizen discount card to prove
it. All the standard jokes apply
and are welcome. I can handle it.
Even though I haven’t regimented
myself to bran and prune Danish
(yet), there still have been a lot of

Taking stock of my
private as well as
trucking life, I decided it
was time to slow down.
changes as the years roll on. The
latest and largest change came
about just recently, and it took a lot
of self-searching to get there.
In more than 45 years of driving
and owning big trucks, I have
learned a lot, seen a lot and still
have much to look forward to.
Having built and bought a new
truck a year ago, I decided I was
not old enough to retire, still love
trucking and am pretty much set in
my ways.
With more than 33 years being
leased to the same company,
I have had some of the most
extraordinary gigs. Working for
one of the premier enclosed auto
transporters, I have had the great
honor of working for and meeting
many film, TV, music and sports
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stars: Paul Newman, Jay Leno,
Rod Stewart, Eddie Murphy,
Warren Beatty, Gregg Allman, Sean
Lennon – the list could go on for
pages. I treasure those meetings
and have written about many. It has
been my business, and I have tried
to be the consummate professional.
However, there was always the
little kid inside that was marveling
how a farm boy from Delaware
could be talking with Elizabeth
Taylor, Vanessa Williams or Dan
Aykroyd, or be having lunch at the
Warner Brothers commissary at
the table next to Michelle Pfeiffer,
Danny DeVito and Michael Keaton
on the set of “Batman” as I waited
to pick up the Batmobile, Bat Plane
and Duck Mobile. How could I top
that?
Many moves with the U.S. State
Department had me doing gigs for
Presidents Bush, Clinton, Obama
and Secretaries of State Warren
Christopher, Condoleezza Rice and
Hillary Clinton. The Secret Service
agents were truly the best to work
with, and I got a chance to see a
part of government most never see.
Roll forward a bunch of years,
and I am older and somewhat
wiser (I hope), and I have a couple
million more miles under my belt.
Taking stock of my private as well
as trucking life, I decided it was
time to slow down. This job has
cost me two wives, nine trucks and
six girlfriends.
I still have a truck, and my lady,

Karen, still puts up with me. I have
sacrificed a lot, dedicated myself to
what I did and missed a lot of life.
It may be a tradeoff, having too
much fun and doing some of the
coolest gigs but also the lost time
with loved ones or missing out on
a concert, birthday or event – that
can’t be replaced. This is nothing
new to every driver out there, and
we all have that same loss and
sacrifice of personal life, all for
the gain of a paycheck and that
mistress we call the road.
With all of that, I decided it was
time to change. I have leased to a
new company – a totally new gig,
no cars, no more car shows and
rallies, no more movie stars. No
more trying to get an 80-foot long
truck and trailer in places I should
not go. Less stress, and a breath of
fresh air working with a company
that could not be nicer. Will I miss
my old gig? Sure, but it’s a new day
and a new direction.
This old dog has needed to learn
some new tricks and clear out the
cobwebs. I’ve heard some of the
rumors, and, no, I have not retired
or wound up face down in a ditch. I
have never felt better in my life and
am still doing what I love to do –
chasing sunrises and sunsets — but
I’m slowing my pace a bit. I have
had so many calls and emails from
folks asking if I had lost my mind. I
appreciate the concern and am truly
blessed to have the friends I have,
so I’ll see y’all down the road. LL
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2017-2018

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com for
more industry events.

OCTOBER
1 Fifth annual Shine and Smoke, Diesel Drag Racing & Show
N’ Shine at Island Dragway, Great Meadows, N.J. For more
information, visit SuperShowRigs.com.
7 Hot and Cold Big Rig Truck Show benefiting St. Jude’s
Research Hospital, Pratt, Kan. For more information, visit
HotColdTruckShow.com.
7-8 Truckin’ for Kids, Irwindale Dragstrip, Irwindale, Calif. For
more information, visit TruckinForKids.org.
14-15 California Trucking Show, Ontario Convention Center,
Ontario, Calif. For more information, call 323-285-3282 or visit
CaliforniaTruckingShow.com.
21-22 Original Monster Stack Shootout, Ventura County
Fairgrounds in Ventura, Calif. For more information, visit
www.ATSC.World/ventura.
DECEMBER
1 Mid-America Trucking Show registration opens for show
on March 22-24 in Louisville, Ky. For more information, visit
TruckingShow.com.
MARCH 2018
22-24 Mid-America Trucking Show, Kentucky Expo Center,
Louisville, Ky. For more information, visit TruckingShow.com.
APRIL 2018
19-21 Truck World at the International Centre in Mississauga,
Ontario, near Toronto. Visit TruckWorld.ca for more information.
MAY 2018
5 Midwest Pride in your Ride Truck & Tractor Show,
Tri-State Raceway, Earlville, Iowa. For more information, visit
MidwestPrideInYourRide.org.
10-12 East Coast Truckers Jamboree, Kenly 95 Petro, Kenly,
N.C. For more information, visit Kenly95.com.
31-June 2 American Truck Historical Society National
Convention, Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, Ky. For more
information, visit ATHS.org.
JUNE 2018
9-10 Texas Trucking Show, NRG Center, Houston. For more
informations, visit TexasTruckingShow.com.
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OOIDACongratulations
Life Members

Edward Ahrens
Jimmie Anderson Jr.
Lester Angst
Gary Arnold
Julie Badker
Thomas Bassett
Thomas Battles
Randolph Batty
Ricky Bilodeau
Baires Cartagena
James Carter
Michael Clapham

Charles E. Coleman
Bill Cooper
David Corbett
Terra Corbett
Robert Curtis
Susan Cutts
Eldon Daniel
Richard Deelstra
Jason Dietrich
Tommy Ditty
John Dooley
Joseph Eads

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Kevin Egly
Jose Espir
Carolyn Felder
Wade Finne
George Frappier
Sara Frappier
Levi Gardner
Richard Gilbert
Brian Gilleland
Cory Gillespie
Blackman Goebel
Kenneth Greene

Senior Members
Steve M. Adams
Jayson Adkins
Timothy S. Ail
Travis J. Alger
Deborah H. Allen
Gregory D. Allen
Sayed M. Alsaga
Bobby Anderson
William Glenn Anderson III
Ovidio Aragon
Kenneth L. Augustine
Larry J. Austin
Kurt A. Backstrom
Deborah W. Bailey
Kelvin A. Baker
Donald Banford
Shane D. Barlow
Leslie W. Barnett
Robert G. Bartman
Laura Baugher
James Bell
Jon Bell
Timothy R. Bell
Jon R. Bender
Robert Bertrand
Alan D. Betts
Judith Ann Biddy
Roy A. Bise
Alex J. Bonilla
Edward L. Brackbill
William S. Bramlett
Linda Braner
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Raymond M. Brinkmann
Christopher L. Brock
Kenneth W. Brown
Stacy L. Brown
Pam Brunk
Steve Brunk
Janet Bulkley
Jason G. Bungum
David G. Butler
Maximino Cabral
Brian Glenn Caddell
Michael E. Cadiz
Eulogio Riojas Castillo
Roy Chapman
Julio Chavez
Allan Childs
Hamilton Church
Vincent E. Clayton
Thea Guenther Collins
Thomas J. Conley
Shon Connelly
Michael H. Cook
James S. Cottrell
August Croy
Steven R. Cummins
Christopher L. Daniel
Cindy L. Davis
Daniel C. Delleree
Jeff Deneweth
Creighton Denny
Tracy Dietrich
John M. Dodge

Kenneth Hall
Clint Hardway
Tony Hayes
Gerald Heiser
Angel Hernandez
Kenneth Hinzpeter
Dwayne Huber
David Imhoff
Dalton Jackson
Paul Jodarski
Nathaniel Jones
Bruce Kerr

Greg Kirkbride
Elwood Kozack
Perry Luke
John Lynch
Walter Lyons
Jeffrey Mack
Lauretta Mahlenbrei
Jeffrey Maze
Paul McCarthy
Randy McClure
Craig McCluskey
Richard McKeeth

Connie McKinney
John McMorrow
Paul Midgett
Douglas Mitchell
Daniel Moeschler
Ahmed Muhammed
Charles Murrow
Skyler Norman
Michael O’Connor
George Olsen
Ronald Olson
David Opdahl

For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us 800-444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

Corey J. Doucet
Scot E. Doutt
Paul Daniel Dover
Tim Doyle
Donna Dromey
Jeffrey A. Dunbar
Betty Dupay
Nicholas J. Dupay
Donald C. Durand
Michael D. Durham
Sheila D. Durham
Sebastine I. Ebegbuna
Keith Ebert
Steven L. Eling
Richard R. Elmy
Jeffrey C. Engle
Scott K. Erickson
Jeffrey Fadiga
Julian Farrington
Michael F. Ferguson
Barbara Flaherty
Gary F. Flaherty
David H. Flier
C.P. Foster
Madeline Kay Freeman
Ronnie J. Frische
Ronald J. Gaydosh Jr.
Brian W. Gempeler
Peter Giesbrecht
Roger D. Glispie Jr.
Carlos E. Gonzalez
Merlin Gonzalez

William S. Good
Jerry P. Goode
James L. Goodman
Michael A. Greenway
Joseph Lynn Grinstead
Leon R. Hadley
Doug L. Haiar
Kathleen M. Hardy
Clinton A. Harmon Jr.
Marvin Harrison
Alonzo Hart
Vernon Haselhorst
Murphy Hebert
Becky Helmke
Keith Helmke
Manuel F. Henriquez
William A. Hoke
James R. Hold
Paul M. Hoopingarner
David L. Huddleston
Wayne Jackson
Robert W. James Sr.
Vern Jewett
Richard A. Kaiser
Karl J. Kantor
Elton Kauffman
Theresa Kelley
Rista Kerr
Terry D. Kesler
Bradley E. Kesterson
Alex Khranovich
David A. Koehn

Donna M. Kort
Ronald L. Kreider
Clinton J. Kuyper
Mike P. La Vigne
L.W. Ladner
David Larson
Kenneth Gail Le Master
William A. Leavins
Gary L. Liming
James Linkous
Jaimie P. Logan
Thomas Long
Dwayne Lowry
Carolus L. Madden
Parminder Mann
David Mariano
Scott A. Marker
Barry Martin
Jerry Martinez
Rudy Martinez
Michael A. Mast
Terry J. Matthews
Ezra A. Matzinger
Steven J. Maxfield
Kathy Maxson
Dale W. McCausland
James McCord
Tony L. McDowell
James McLaughlin
Sandy L. McLaughlin
Steve C. Merrill
Joseph L. Meyers
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William Orman
Ervin Osborne
Ted Osman
John Parke
Dave Patrick
Reece Phillips
Randall Pollitt
David Porter
John Pownall Sr.
Barbara Price
Marco Ramirez
Eugene Randall

Marty P. Miles
Richard D. Miller
Vern J. Miller
Donald W. Mills
Randolph Minyard
Andrew Monroe
Joe A. Moore
Alpheus I. Moran
Daniel Morton
Deidre Henderson
Morton
Thomas F. Murray Sr.
Donald F. Newberry Jr.
Darrell L. Newlin
Anthony Nieves
Raymond L. Norton
Pete Olguin Jr.
Bernard Oshea
Josee Paquet
Bennie R. Parham
Thelma M. Pearce
Mark B. Peden
Floyd E. Peek
Luis Alberto Pereyra
Carlos R. Perez
William D. Perkins Sr.
Nick Perry
Chuck Peters
Thomas R. Pfeninger
Duane F. Pfister
Harry T. Phillips
Stuart Pleima
OCTOBER 2017

Jamie Reeves
Edward Richter
Randy Roberts
Jack Ross
Harold Rothenberger
Robert Roucroft
Frank Ryder Jr.
Timothy Sanders
Robert School
Melvin Scudder
Ed Sprouse
Donald Stewart

Mark Andrew Poll
Jose Ponce
Ronnie D. Pool
Lance O. Pospisil
David P. Price
Stephen A. Ray
Lora L. Reachard
Rick J. Reich
Gregory A. Richards
Steve Ridenhour
Bruce Rivet
Joseph Rodemeier
Patti Rodriguez
Pedro Rodriguez
Matthew J. Roehrig
Jose Roman
Jorge R. Rosario
Paul Rowbury
Dennis M. Safrit Sr.
Larry D. Saggus Jr.
Ian Sather
Darrel W. Scott
Robert E. Scott
Michael W. Shirley
Benjamin F. Shorts
David J. Silvia
John P. Smedile
Daniel Smithson
Kristi Smoot
Danell J. Sorensen
Michael Stancheck
John V. Stark

Timothy Stull
George Topalis
Robert Upshaw
John Walker
Roger White
John Whitson
David Williams
Randy Wilson
Brad Wood
Milo Zahnow Jr.

Lee Stilson
Glonda Strange
Doug Streeter
Omer Stutzman
William N. Teeter
Joseph Thomas
Marvin Timmons
Jerrold Unruh
Michael A. Upesleja
Paula J. Upesleja
Vasko Vasilevski
Nicolas Velez
Wayne Daniel Victory
Jorge Viera
Robert L. Waterman
Gary P. Wessner
Joel G. White
Regena Wilhite
Sam Wilkins
Ashley G. Williams
Monroe Williams
Trent L. Williams
Michael Wise
Darry Withers
Kit Mankit Wong
Robert Anthony Wright
Dustin Yantis
Jay Young
Craig Alan
Zimmerman
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Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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ACCOUNTING
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ....................104
Taxation Solutions................................102
Todd Knapp, CPA ................................103

THE CLASSIFIED

MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 215,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium ﬂeets (19%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 480,000

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Corporate Capital ................................102
Eagle Capital .......................................101
Legacy Financial Services ..................103
Neal Freeman Investments.................104
Time Back Billing .................................105
XFactors...............................................105

individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

LEGAL SERVICES
Coast to Coast Legal Services ...........105
Road Law.............................................105

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
American Truck Historical Society ...... 105
BH Tubes ............................................. 104
Buck Boylan, Author ........................... 105
BunkRite............................................... 104
Cruise King .......................................... 103
Donvel .................................................. 105
Electrowarmth...................................... 103
Freight Movers School ................. 102,105
Gateway Supply .................................. 102
Great American Chrome Shop........... 103
Phoenix Sleep Solutions ..................... 103
SouthPointe Radiator .......................... 103
Sunrise Bedding .................................. 105
Trucker Therapy ................................... 104
Van Alstine ........................................... 102
Weather Toppers ................................. 102
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SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS
Loadtraining.com ................................103
The Truckers Helper ............................101
Truckdriver.com ...................................104

Circle No. 174 on Response Card

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart....................................................... 101
Debrick Truck Line ............................... 105
Show Me Trucking ............................... 104
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ARE YOU A SOLE PROPRIETOR?
If so, park your truck RIGHT NOW and don’t drive
another mile until you incorporate your business!

Call 855-810-4114 now or
visit www.corpcapinc.com
WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH:

DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990

• Getting Money
• CPA Tax Planning
• Bookkeeping Services • Asset Protection
• Living Trusts
• Equipment Leasing
• And More!

(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

Circle No. 69 on Response Card

Our Customers Say It Best . . .
“I was a sole proprietor until I incorporated my
business with CCI. Now they do the bookkeeping
and taxes for my business, and I literally save
thousands of dollars every year.”

If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,

– Robert Dowdy of Cisco Group, Inc.

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Lodding, President/Owner
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117
Circle No. 139 on Response Card

then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

● 100% waterproof
● Made from high-quality vinyl
● Affordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

Weather
oppers, Inc.
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IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

CPA

Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

Corporate
Supporter

CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz
Circle No. 202 on Response Card
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CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

Circle No. 122 on Response Card
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The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894
Circle No. 105 on Response Card
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!
900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

Circle No. 74 on Response Card

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com
Circle No. 58 on Response Card

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!
Circle No. 197 on Response Card

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

Need Drivers

FLATBED

Need O/Os

www.mbataxhelp.com
Circle No. 179 on Response Card

in MO & Eastern KS

in Western MO & Eastern KS

Vacation Pay & Holiday Pay
Health, Dental
and Vision Insurance
Simple IRA Retirement Program
Flexible work schedule

1-888-407-1669

- TRUCKING & FREIGHT, INC.

Longevity Bonus
Weekly Pay
Flexible work schedule

Our operating area is roughly a 600-mile radius of Kansas City
All O/Os and drivers have weekends home

Call 800-824-3822 or visit www.showmetrucking.com
Circle No. 44 on Response Card

“I haven’t been home for
weeks and am feeling so
depressed ... I don’t know
what to do.”
Anger, stress and relationship problems are
common for many truckers and their families.
Phone and Video Conference sessions
for truckers on the road Indiana Clients Only
www.TruckerTherapy.com 765-807-6778
Circle No. 240 on Response Card

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

Circle No. 2 on Response Card
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

Got a ticket? Fight it!

BestMattressPadEver.com

• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Protect your CDL

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

2” thick breathable mattress pad
Warmer in winter, cooler in summer
Order online – cut to ﬁt

“I love how this mattress pad makes
my sleeper feel like I’m sleeping
on my bed at home.”
– Jon Osburn, Skipper of the OOIDA Spirit Truck

Call us at 636-293-8212
Circle No. 77 on Response Card

TIME BACK BILLING
Take your time back by doing less paperwork!

Easy sign-up
Postage-paid envelopes
Quick invoicing

316.303.5456 TimeBack@cox.net
Circle No. 55 on Response Card

Two great
stocking
stuffers!

Circle No. 45 on Response Card

Available at
Amazon.com

www.buckboylan.com author@buckboylan.com
Circle No. 59 on Response Card

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Dedicated to
preserving the
dynamic history
of trucks, the
trucking industry,
and its pioneers.

Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285
Paola, KS

Since 1958

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
Circle No. 43 on Response Card

Your ATHS Membership includes...
A full year of Wheels of Time
& the annual Show Time
Circle No. 144 on Response Card
Circle No. 80 on Response Card

Drop Today – Cash Today

NON-RECOURSE DEPOSITARDS LO APPLICATCIOHNESCKS 24/7
S
FACTORING FREE DIREFCRTEE FUFERLECE TRAFNRSEFE SETFURPE/E CRNEDOITRESERVE
•

•

SINCE
1990

•

•

•

•

XFactors Financial

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net
OCTOBER 2017
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OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

Circle No. 114 on Response Card
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COOL

HOT
STUFF

SERVICES

Like it or not, winter is on the way
Get a jump start on your own personal safety with Stabilicers
from Stabil. Designed for drivers who move in and out of trucks
frequently, this heel-only traction solution is ideal for driving,
repeated indoor/outdoor transitioning and climbing ladders. They
are constructed of replaceable, heat-treated cleats and Stabil’s
Thermo Plastic Elastomer, which combines the flexibility of rubber
with the lightweight durability of plastic. Stabilicers are easy to
take on and off and are small enough to fit into a glove box or
coat pocket. An adjustable strap allows one size to fit most shoes
or boots. Visit StabilGear.com or call 800-782-2423 for more
information and to order.

The cat’s meow
of self-defense
TigerLady is a discreet self-defense tool that looks like a hand
exerciser, but with a concealed, not-lethal surprise inside.
Much like a cat’s claws, the TigerLady contains three
spiky, high-impact plastic claws that retract. With a quick
clench of the fist, the claws protrude between the fingers
of the handler. Hollow channels on the underside of the
claws are designed to capture an attacker’s tissue for DNA
analysis as needed. The tool has a wrist strap to prevent loss
and ergonomic grooves on its grip for carrying it comfortably. It
weighs less than 2 ounces and is small enough to fit in a pocket.
It is made in the United States and is assembled by disabled
veterans. Visit TigerLady.com for more information and to order.

Never drive with
only one headlight again
The Lighting Bug, technically called the Light Safety
Control Module, is a small electronic device – less
than half the size of an iPhone – that attaches to a
truck’s existing headlight plug-in connections to assure
immediate and automatic recovery from a headlight
failure. The quick-to-install, patented technology is
designed to instantly depower the high-beam to function
as a low-beam while continuing to possess both low
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and high beam functionality. It also signals the driver
that it is time to replace the headlight. Using the module
helps to reduce safety concerns, out-of-service time,
fines and insurance costs. For more information, visit
BGLightingBug.com or call 731-345-6765.
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Light it up. Break it loose.
Liquid Wrench’s new Pro Penetrant and
Lubricant powered by FlashSight technology
features a built-in LED light directly above
the spray nozzle that enables users to see
where they spray, improving accuracy in lowlight areas. The product formulation delivers
penetrating oil for cutting through rust,
grease and corrosion combined with a longlasting lubricant for reducing friction and

wear. It is safe for use on painted surfaces,
plastic and rubber, and provides corrosion
protection on all metals including copper,
brass and bronze. Additional features
include a locking on-and-off collar and two
spray options. Pro Penetrant and Lubricant
is available exclusively at AutoZone stores
nationwide. Visit LiquidWrench.com or call
866-973-6247 for more information.

LED light for a lifetime
Optronics International has released three new
LED light bars that can be used for a wide range of
applications. The new lamps come in 13-, 22- and
33-inch lengths and project a combination spot/flood
beam pattern that delivers from 3,700 to 7,500 lumens,
depending on the bar size. The housing and mounting
brackets are constructed of durable, die-cast aluminum
and the lenses of tough polycarbonate. All three bars

carry an IP65 rating for dust and water resistance, are
hardwired with 16-inch leads and accommodate 12and 24-volt electrical systems. The lamps also feature a
solid-state, surface-mount device design that protects
the electronics against moisture, shock and vibration.
All three bars come with a no-hassle, one-diode lifetime
warranty. Visit OptronicsInc.com or call 800-364-5483
for more information and to locate a distributor.

Premium tire for the
long haul drive market
Pirelli recently rolled out Pentathlon D, its first tire in the Pentathlon product family
that is dedicated to long-haul drive applications in North America. The new tire
features Pirelli’s most advanced technology and offers high mileage, fuel savings
and low emission benefits. A dual-layer tread compound is incorporated into the
design for long lasting performance, and optimized pattern geometry and 3SB belt
evolution ensures durable, even wear. A directional tread pattern provides excellent
grip on wet and dry surfaces. Pirelli’s patented Spiral Advanced Technology
for Truck technology, combined with Hexa Bead Wire, delivers the ultimate
retreadability. The Pentathlon D is a SmartWay-verified tire with EcoImpact features.
Visit Pirelli.com or call 800-747-3559 Option 1 for more information.

If you have a product you would like featured, send a press release with a photo to
Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com. All featured products are subject to editorial review.
The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided
by selected manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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Join Our Team

Statement of Ownership,
Management & Circulation
As required by 39 USC 3685
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Our Flatbed, Stepdeck, Van,
Reefer, and RGN Division Offers:
■ Average 2.50 per mile with rates always quoted up
front in flatbed/stepdeck division.
■ We can lease or rent you a trailer: flatbed, stepdeck,
van, reefer, RGN
■ 40% of load paid up front. Settlements within 48 hours
of receiving bills.
■ 120+ years rock solid with an extensive agent network
■ Non-Forced Central Dispatch & 49 State Authority
■ $0 Down Lease Purchase Options on all models
■ We are 100% Owner Operators, NO company trucks
to compete with
■ No Up-front money required. Base plate and insurance
available
■ Fast and easy approval so you can get signed on and
start making revenue.
■ Company fuel discounts up for .45 off per gallon
■ Contractor’s Winner’s Circle with
discount up to 40% off most top
brands of tires. $200 Credit for
Voluntary ELD
■ Interest Bearing Maintenance
Fund with 6% Interest Rate
■ Our Jones Express
Dry Van Division offers
2 settlement options: $1.00 per mile + FSC – No
Trailer Rent OR 74% line haul + FSC with dedicated
customers through the country

Call us today to go over our program in detail.
CORPORATE OFFICE
800-825-6637
Jim Ashley 770-843-1018
Carol Faulkner 270-540-1022
Mike Curle 901-603-2154
Greg Lytle 301-616-5089

JonesExpress
OTSHOT
XPRESS
E

JonesMotor

®
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Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

The index of advertisers is an editorial service of Land Line Magazine.
The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors and/or omissions.
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OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
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By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to good
Samaritan Roger
Ragan Jr., who
helped save the life
of a truck driver following a
wreck in Overland Park, Kan.,
this past summer. A semitrailer
had slammed into a barrier on
Interstate 435 and quickly caught
fire. Ragan was headed the
opposite direction but saw the
whole thing happen. While others
had stopped to look, Ragan
jumped from his car, vaulted over
the barrier and ran to the driver
trapped inside.
Within minutes Ragan had
pulled both the driver and his
dog to safety. Shortly after, the
truck exploded, shutting down
the highway for the rest of the
day. We see plenty of stories
about truck drivers saving the
day, but it’s good to know there
are those out there who have
truckers’ backs when the situation
is reversed.

ROSES to Rep. Diane Black, R-Tenn.,
for championing the cause of glider kit
manufacturers and playing a key role in
getting the EPA to review greenhouse
gas regulations that very likely would
have put the glider kit companies out of
business for good.
The misguided rules would have
lumped glider kits in with new trucks –
when they aren’t really the same thing
– and would have limited manufacturers
of the kits to just 300 units per year.
The EPA didn’t even bother performing
any testing to look at the environmental
impact of glider kits compared to
new engines and based its rule on
unsubstantiated assumptions about the
older engines used in the kits.
Thankfully, back in August and
following legislation sponsored by
Black that would have exempted glider
kits from the rule, the EPA announced
it would revisit those portions of the
rule affecting glider kits, leading

manufacturers to breathe a welldeserved sigh of relief.
RAZZBERRIES to the group of
U.S. senators who decided to push
back against the FMCSA’s decision
to withdraw its proposal for a rule
regarding sleep apnea in truck drivers.
The senators cited several train and
truck crashes that were suspected
of being linked to sleep apnea and
claimed that it is a much bigger
problem than it really is.
In fact, OOIDA has opposed the
sleep apnea rule because there
is insufficient data showing any
relationship between moderate-tosevere obstructive sleep apnea and
increased crash risk. The reality is that
according to the FMCSA’s own data
no more than 1.8 percent of crashes
between 2011 and 2014 involved
driver fatigue. And that percentage
gets even smaller when you try to
link that fatigue to sleep apnea. The
numbers just aren’t there and neither
is this imaginary problem these
senators are so concerned about.
ROSES to all of the senators who
have written letters to the nation’s
top retail CEOs asking them to
crack down on trucking companies
that basically turn their drivers into
indentured servants.
The letter came after an expose in

“USA Today” shined a spotlight on
the shameful practices going on at
ports in California, where companies
have been forcing drivers into debt
and pressuring them to work as
much as 20 hours a day.
The senators sent letters to 16
retail brands including Target,
Wal-Mart and Costco asking the
CEOs about their knowledge of
labor violations in the port trucking
industry and about whether or not
they planned to cut ties with those
companies.
The problems spotlighted in the
“USA Today” piece extend beyond
just the ports of California, but this is
definitely a start, and here’s hoping
it leads to greater reform within the
trucking industry.

RAZZBERRIES to
yet another medical
examiner busted for
allegedly falsifying an
exam. In this case, the
Department of Transportation
says Tonya Rae Yawn-Lewis
of Helena, Ga., allowed a CDL
holder to renew his license
without performing a medical
examination. She was a licensed
nurse and had been an approved
medical examiner on the
FMCSA’s National Registry of
Certified Medical Examiners.
To all of the examiners out
there who think they are helping
drivers by doing this sort of
thing: Stop it. You’re not helping.
You’re only making things worse
when you inevitably get busted
and the driver has to start all
over again.
And to the drivers who think
they’re getting a shortcut by
taking advantage of medical
examiners who do this sort
of thing: Stop it. You are only
making things worse and putting
your entire career at risk by
taking an easy way out. The only
way out you’ll get is out of the
trucking business. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May, 2020!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2020.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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