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Heat
advisory
Forecasters are predicting another year
of record-setting temperatures. The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration says 2017 is the secondwarmest year on record so far. When
temperatures climb, they can take a
toll on the truck you drive, the roads
you operate on, and even your body.
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‘Don’t look, Ethel!’
Remember that lyric from Ray
Stevens’ old novelty song “The
Streak” from 1974? OOIDA’s new
tour truck from Western Star now
has a new transporter-type trailer to
pull. Although at press time it’s not
“dressed” yet, we have the exclusive
photos. We may not be streakin’, but
on Page 61, we are sneak peekin’.
OOIDA’s new tour trailer, built
by Kentucky Trailer, will soon
replace the well-traveled old mobile
display wagon. The next project
is the graphic wrap, the design of
which is secret. The trailer will be a
snazzy match for the new Western

Extremely hot
weather is an ordeal
for all modes of
transportation. So how’s
your truck holding up?
Star 5700XE presented to OOIDA
by Western Star in May. The truck
is the third Star donated by the
company to be used with the “Spirit
of the American Trucker” rig.
At the wheel is OOIDA’s Jon
Osburn, who pilots the tour
truck and trailer throughout the
U.S. representing OOIDA. Even
though Jon had knee surgery last
year, he still managed to be on
the road for more than 300 days
traveling to truck stops, trade shows
and trucking events. I like what TA/
Petro’s Citizen Driver program said
about Jon when he was honored.
He’s out there “setting an example
of leadership, safety, community
spirit and health” in the asphalt
neighborhood. The new rig will
soon be on the road, so watch for it.
10 LAND LINE

Heat advisory. Extremely hot
weather is an ordeal for all modes
of transportation. In Virginia,
commuter trains have heat
restrictions because steel tracks
tend to expand due to heat. If
temps exceed 90 degrees, trains are
required to slow down by 20 miles
per hour.
In California, Caltrans says
extreme heat has caused parts of the
highways to break apart and sink.
This summer, it’s not uncommon to
read about flights being grounded
due to a heatwave. The problem
isn’t with the airplanes themselves,
but with takeoff temps at
120 degrees the air is too thin for
smaller jets to get off the ground.
The weather experts are saying
2017 is the second-warmest year on
record so far. When temperatures
climb to extremes, how well can you
expect your heat-stressed equipment
to hold up? How about the roads you
operate on? And, importantly, how
does your body manage it? Let’s talk
about it. Page 72.
Their goal: 9 mpg. The North
American Council for Freight
Efficiency, Shell, PepsiCo and the
Carbon War Room have created a
cross-country haul to demonstrate
the different technologies that overthe-road trucks can use for better
fuel economy. It’s called “Run on
Less.” Seven truck fleets (including
one owner-operator) have signed up.
Seven trucks will haul real freight,
ending up in Atlanta at the new
North American Commercial Vehicle
show Sept. 24-28. For details on the
event, who that owner-operator is,
and more on the NACV show, see
the report on Page 66.

In the article, you’ll see that the
run is backed by British billionaire
Sir Richard Branson. Really?
Yes, really. Branson co-founded a
think tank called “The Carbon War
Room” in 2009 to address global
warming and the energy crisis –
specifically, shipping effiency. CWR
is one of the groups behind this
“Run on Less” demonstration.
Can happen anywhere,
anytime. In February, a
confrontation at a Missouri truck
stop left one driver shaken and
another driver dead. No charges
were made, and the incident was
soon police blotter history. As one
cynical witness told Land Line, it
was just two white guys, truckers,
who got into it at a truck stop. It
wasn’t mainstream headline stuff.
A month later, Staff Writer Mark
Schremmer stood in the same
parking lot, trying to imagine what
happened and how it turned deadly.
His investigative report on Page
46, “Deadly face-off,” is a detailed,
tragic read, and should remind
truckers how rapidly violence can
escalate into the unthinkable.
ELD update. On Dec. 18, FMCSA
plans to change the trucking
industry as we know it with their
electronic logging device mandate.
The idea of this meat cleaverto-an-ant mandate has angered
professional truckers, frustrated
commercial law enforcement, and
drawn outrage from all corners of
the freight-hauling business. On
Page 20, Managing Editor Jami
Jones reports on the situation. LL
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Amateur Swim Coach.
PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVER.

WEÕRE MORE THAN JUST PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVERS.
We are parents. Neighbors. Friends. Getting home safe is our
number one priority, which is why we support our industry’s
ongoing commitment to accident-free driving. Because like
anyone else, we have a lot to live for.

#ThankATruckDriver
TruckingMovesAmerica.com
OOIDA is a sponsor of
Trucking Moves America Forward
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017
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Thanks, OOIDA
We received our New York truck
tax settlement refund check this
week thanks to the proactive work
of OOIDA. This is not the first such
settlement and we are grateful for
each one.
Some of the work that OOIDA
does is not popular with various
people, but it is nonetheless the
right thing to do. We are glad to
support a group that looks at often
ignored angles such as whether
or not safety regulations actually
have a safety outcome, and whether
every regulation that is passed is
legal.
Thank you again, OOIDA.
Danny Schnautz
Pasadena, Texas

Port drivers abused –
ain’t a new thing
I am sure you have seen all the
articles by now (USA Today and
others) on the immigrants at the
Port of L.A. This has been going on
for years.
I worked the Ports of Newark,
Jersey City and N.Y. along with the
rail yards (I was leased to CSX) and
Cowan Intermodal for years.
I personally witnessed drivers
who needed help and who could
not even speak English. I also recall
one time Homeland Security was
working Sealand Terminal and
nailed 35 drivers who were using
the same Sealink security card to
get in and out of the port.
What really makes me angry is
the fact that when Carter signed
deregulation, big companies came
in and cut the rates so low nobody
could compete with them. I met a
Schneider driver in the ’80s who
thought 10 cents a mile was good
money.
Good companies were pulling
their doors down at the rate of two
and three a month, putting hundreds
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

of drivers on the street with
virtually no opportunities at all.
Nobody gave a flying crap.
Now these companies are taking
advantage of immigrants who don’t
even speak English and all hell
breaks loose. The crying towels are
out, with the media running stories
all over the place while, when we
were starving to death, not a word.
Tom Trotter
Quakerstown, Pa.

Passing a platoon?
Just read Keith Goble’s online
daily news article on truck platoon
testing. I can’t quit laughing when
I read that states like Tennessee,
Pennsylvania and California are
thinking about amending their
legislation to allow this. It sounds
to me like someone is padding
someone’s pocket. The first thing is
this just doesn’t sound as if it will
work for the real world of trucking.
Owner-operators will not be
allowed in the row. And when they
turn all the trucks down to
65 mph, instead of trying to pass
one truck you have to pass a platoon
of them? Sorry I’m still laughing.
Now the three states I mentioned
I don’t know about other drivers,
but from my running in at least
these three they were some of the
most notorious in the nation back
in the day. It just sounds like one
more regulation that will lead to
“following the money.”
Still laughing, thanks for a great
story.
Jerry E. Perry
Cincinnati, Ohio

Trucking is too ‘fluid’ for a
‘concrete barrier’ like ELD
As an American, and a 58-year old
man, it is contrary to my human
rights that I should be limited in
Continued on Page 17
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Commentary
The latest news about driver turnover
According to the American Trucking
Associations, truckload driver turnover rose
slightly in the first quarter of 2017 “while
John Bendel
remaining at historically low levels.”
CONTRIbuTING
EDITOR-aT-laRGE
The first quarter’s historically low level?
Seventy-four
The perception that
percent.
That number
74 percent is good
brings
to mind a
proves the industry and
job I once had in
its regulators have grown
the field office of
immune to just how crazy
a company that
it is.
coated and wrapped
steel pipe before
it was buried in the ground, usually for natural gas
transmission. It was a hot, gooey job that seemed to
coat the workers as well. They worked with molten
tar-like stuff outside in all kinds of weather. For their
soul-draining efforts they earned minimum wage and
were treated like POWs.
One of my jobs was to hire them. I knew it was time
when the grizzled foreman came into the field office
and said, “Get me some more.” Then I called the
state unemployment office and said, “Send me some
more.” It was like turning on a spigot. The next day
they would start showing up. If they weren’t sloppy
drunk or high and they could fill out an application,
they were hired. The smart ones left at lunchtime on
the first day. The really smart ones left at the morning
coffee break.
Of course, driving a truck is nothing like coating
steel pipe with oozing gack. Yet somehow the
turnover was pretty much the same.
I suppose that “historically low level” of driver
turnover is good news for drivers, at least if more of
them are satisfied where they are.
For the big carriers it’s good news. Actually it’s

How to shareYOUR OPINION

more like fantastic news. After all, we’re talking about
companies that in the first quarter of 2007, exactly 10
years ago, saw turnover at 127 percent.
Pretty high, right? Yet they were thrilled at the time.
That’s because turnover was down from 136 percent
in 2005. In 2007, a fleet of 1,000 trucks had to hire
only 1,270 drivers every year instead of 1,360.
Now if the first-quarter 2017 trend holds, a
1,000-truck fleet will have to hire a mere 740 drivers
this year. For the truckload sector, this pathetic
statistic is considered “normal” or even good.
In reality, it’s nuts.
But the industry and its regulators have grown
immune to just how crazy it is. Where else would you
find such high turnover? Well, it’s really high in fast
food, the land of minimum wage where kids work
summer jobs and you expect high turnover.
How high? An insanely high 50 percent.
And then there’s the airline industry, which has a
shortage of pilots. The reasons for the pilot shortage,
they say, are retirements at the mandated age of 65
and extremely low starting pay, mostly at bargain
basement airlines. The pay is so lousy it takes forever
to earn back what training cost to get your license.
These people can’t make enough money to live.
Of course there is no shortage of drivers, only of
decent-paying jobs.
Even so, it sounds familiar don’t you think? LL



have a comment, special concern? Agree or disagree with an editorial? Mail us or email us. send to Letters to the editor,
land line Magazine, P.O. box 1000, grain valley, MO 64029 or fax to 816-443-2227. If you would like to email a Letter to
the editor for use in land line Magazine and/or the land line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to letters@LandLineMag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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COMMENTARY

USA Today, NY Times give
truckersÕ side of the story
Often, stories published by the mainstream
media about the trucking industry are onesided. It’s common for these stories to
portray truck drivers
as dangerous to tout
It’s great to see
proposed regulations.
someone in the
There are plenty of
mainstream media
examples of this,
giving truckers some
such as the cringing
fair reporting.
headline “Killer Truck
Fix Hits Roadblock
in Trump’s Quest to Cut Rules” in connection with
a Bloomberg article from Alan Levin about speed
limiter rules. Such headlines are overdramatic
and sensationalized. And, sadly, they’re not that
uncommon.
Reporters routinely leave out the truckers’ side of
the story, or they fail to uncover the true motivation
behind the regulation.
So that’s why it’s important to give a nod to
reporters who do it right.
There are a few recent examples of journalists
who took the time to get the truckers’ side of the
story.
Brett Murphy of USA Today recently published
an investigative report about how retail giants have
enabled the exploitation of port truck drivers.
“Target, Costco, Hewlett-Packard and many
others have benefited from California port trucking
companies that forced their drivers into debt, made
them work up to 20 hours a day, and sometimes

Mark Schremmer
stAff WrIter

paid them pennies per hour,” Murphy wrote.
Murphy also reported that at least 140 trucking
companies around Los Angeles have been accused
of improperly billing drivers for their own work
equipment by calling them independent contractors
instead of employees. I encourage you to read
the entire article. It is a fascinating report and an
example of quality journalism.
Another hat tip goes to Trip Gabriel of The
New York Times. Gabriel took a novel approach
and asked truck drivers what message they would
like to send to four-wheeled drivers.
The article makes it clear that truck drivers want
to get home safe like any other driver on the road.
Truckers also emphasized that they are trying to
protect everyone else on the road.
“We can’t speed up or slow down as fast as you,”
said Sonya Terrell, a 36-year-old trucker from
Atlanta. “Therefore, you need to yield when coming
onto the interstate. We can’t always move over. …
At full speed, it can take us a length of a football
field or longer to come to a full stop. If we leave a
gap, we’re trying to protect you.”
Truckers also asked four-wheelers to stop texting
and to show a little respect for the job they’re
doing.
Those are fair points, and it’s great to see that
someone in the mainstream media gave truck
drivers the voice to express them.
I hope that articles like these become more
common. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
AUG. 3, 1940
They Drive by Night, a film starring
humphrey bogart, george raft and
Ann sheridan, was released. the
movie is about two brothers who run
a trucking business in California and
who witness the death of a mutual
acquaintance.

was a follow-up to the highly
successful Smokey and the bandit,
which was released in 1977 and
grossed $300 million worldwide. the
plot of the 1980 sequel involves the
“bandit” and “snowman” being tasked
with transporting a live elephant
across country in three days or less.

AUG. 15, 1980
the movie Smokey and the bandit II
starring burt reynolds, Jackie gleason
and Jerry reed was released. the film

SEPTEMBER 2001
OOIDA members flooded the
Association’s phone lines to see
how they could volunteer to help in

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

the wake of the sept. 11 attacks.
Members also called to alert OOIDA
about the sudden jumps in diesel
prices in the hours after the attacks.
OOIDA President Jim Johnston
responded by exposing profiteers in
his “Issues and Positions” column.
SEPT. 24, 2007
OOIDA held a press conference on
the Pennsylvania Capitol steps in
harrisburg in opposition to
Interstate 80 toll proposals.
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
Land Line offers polls on its website at LandLineMag.com to gauge
truckers’ opinions on issues of interest. Here are some recent polls and
their results. Please note, the numbers have been rounded and therefore
sometimes may not equal 100 percent.

How often do you run into
anti-idle laws?
Never ...................................21%
Rarely ..................................27%
Sometimes...........................26%
All the time ...........................27%
When I’m not driving my semi
truck, you’ll find me:
In my pickup truck................43%
On my motorcycle ................ 6%
In my family car ..................17%
In my old beater
with high miles ................11%
In my sports car..................14%
Other...................................... 9%

How do you handle a call
for jury duty?
Arrange to be home .............29%
Dutifully notify the court
I’ll be gone........................54%
Blow it off ............................... 7%
I’d rather not say ..................10%
Have you experienced a
mechanical failure or tire
blowout due to extreme heat?
Yes .......................................38%
No ........................................38%
I suspect I have, but can’t be
certain heat was the cause 24%

Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click in one of the circles to
indicate the answer that best ﬁts your opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will
show you up-to-date results, with your opinion included.

INBOX From Page 13

my ability to maintain myself, my
family and my upward mobility
because of some government body
micromanaging how I do my job.
If they want to mandate that
truck drivers cannot drive 24 hours
straight, that is clearly common
sense. In my opinion, an eight-hour
minimum of downtime within
24 hours would be acceptable. But
anything beyond a minimum is
clearly government overreach and
should be opposed.

Check us out on facebook.
com/OOIDA and facebook.
com/LandLineMag. We
will keep you updated on
Association news and the
latest happenings in the industry.
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

The fact that I can be 50 miles
from my shipper, my receiver, my
home but government says “You
are too tired to drive” – I think that
is preposterous.
This mandate is forcing trucks to
sleep at shippers, receivers, on the
shoulders of the highways. It puts
concrete barriers on a very fluid
environment.
Raaﬁ Abdur-Rahman
Durham, N.C.

If you’re on twitter, give us a
follow – twitter.com/OOIDA and
twitter.com/Land_Line_Mag
share real-time buzz on trucking
with your Association and land line.
Circle No. 146 on Response Card
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck
is that?”
Well, Tandem
Thoughts is
where the Land
Line media team
shares opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid
discussion. We
drop honesty
bombs, we poke fun, we offer provocative analysis of news and
events of interest to truckers. No topic is off limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting as Managing
Editor Jami Jones did recently when she took the Senate
Subcommittee on Transportation to task for failing to take smallbusiness truckers’ voices into account. Or, something a little more
fun like a recent piece Staff Writer Tyson Fisher did on a new
“truckers only” online dating service.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting
a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day
it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for
free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/
Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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ELD UPDATE

‘We’re never going to give up’
OOIDA’s efforts continue full steam ahead
to repeal or delay electronic logging mandate.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

I

t’s been nearly four decades
since OOIDA first stepped out
in opposition to mandated use of
electronic logging, and it’s not done
yet.
The fact that the U.S. Supreme
Court didn’t select the petition didn’t
derail or end the Association’s efforts
to repeal or delay the ELD mandate.
“We have always known this was
going to be a big fight,” OOIDA
President Jim Johnston said. “We
knew the Supreme Court was going
to be a long shot to get them to hear
our case because they get so many
requests.
“But it wasn’t our only shot.”
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association has been actively
working on a number of other
avenues seeking a repeal, or at the
least a delay, of the mandate.
“We have Congress with a
legislative solution; we have the
Trump administration and their
desire to do away with unnecessary
or burdensome regulations. And,
this certainly falls in this category.”
Johnston said about OOIDA’s
continued efforts.
“Our battle over ELDs is a battle
for the rights of professional truck
drivers. It treats them worse than we
treat criminals,” Johnston said. “It’s a
matter of the constitutional rights of
our members. We’re never going to
give up on that.”
The tenacity of OOIDA’s multipronged approach caught a new
gear in mid-July. Rep. Brian Babin
introduced a bill that would delay
the compliance deadline two years.
OOIDA threw its full support behind
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Babin’s bill and called on members
to call their members of the House
of Representatives in support of the
ELD delay bill introduced by Babin.
Babin’s bill followed language
in a report issued by the House
Committee on Appropriations
directing FMCSA to analyze a “full
or targeted” delay of the mandate
because of the burden it places on
small motor carriers. The report
accompanies the transportation
appropriations bill for 2018, and the

“We knew the
Supreme Court was
a long shot … but it
wasn’t our only shot.”
– OOIDA President Jim Johnston

language in the report will go into
effect if and when the appropriations
bill is signed into law.
Both instances are because of the
continued efforts of OOIDA. And,
that’s not all. OOIDA is preparing to
petition FMCSA for a delay.
The Association has also been
building a coalition of other groups
who have unresolvable issues
with the impending mandate. The
collective pressure by those groups
will help legislation, such as the
Babin bill, move forward.
As the deadline nears and it is
becoming clear that the electronic
logging mandate is plagued by
significant problems, other groups
– some of which supported the

mandate – are finally punching
in and looking for other ways to
avoid or delay compliance with the
mandate.

Scrambling for cover
In the days leading up to the
introduction of Babin’s bill, the
agency is beginning to acknowledge
that a one-size-fits-all mandate is
going to be problematic.
Case in point is the livestockhauling segment of the industry. The
agency issued guidance (essentially
a description of how the rule is to be
applied) that allows livestock haulers
to operate within the 150-mile air
radius exemption without using
electronic logs.
The ag groups have lobbied hard
and scored legislative language in
the 2018 appropriations bill that
will give them an exemption from
the regulation. Some D.C. insiders
speculate that the language is not
clear enough and could apply to
livestock haulers only when loaded.
Debate on the language had not
commenced as of press time.
Other segments of the trucking
industry have petitioned FMCSA
for exemptions from the mandate
because of operational concerns.
The first was the Truck Renting
and Leasing Association.
“TRALA cites technical concerns
regarding interoperability of data
between devices, truck breakdowns,
and data transfer and liability
concerns as why their vehicles
should be exempted from the ELD
mandate,” the group wrote in the
petition request.
Interestingly, the group had
previously supported the mandate.
UPS, prison transporters, water
and welling firms and construction
groups have also piled on, looking to
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What’s the difference?
AOBRD
WHAT IT
RECORDS
get a free pass from the mandate.
As of mid-July, the agency has
not ruled on any of the exemption
requests, and more are anticipated to
be submitted.

LOCATIONS

No confidence
Central to many of the concerns are the
devices themselves, how the agency
is going to ensure the devices are
compliant, and how law enforcement
will be able to access its data for
enforcement purposes.
The agency has opted for a
self-certification process where
manufacturers simply submit to
the agency that their devices are
compliant. If a device is found to
be noncompliant by the agency any
truckers using the noncompliant device
will have to use paper logs and replace
the noncompliant device within eight
days.
Compounding the device compliance
issue, FMCSA continues grappling
with data transfer questions.
The gist of the devices is to ensure
hours-of-service compliance. But,
if law enforcement cannot utilize a
uniform method of reviewing the data
captured, that presents enforcement
issues. As of press time, FMCSA still
had not announced definitive answers
to the reliability of the two universally
acceptable methods of data transfer.
Those issues alone leave many
truckers wary of investing heavily in
the unknown.

Buying time
While the war wages on toward a
delay or repeal, truckers are beginning
to weigh their options on the least
risky path of compliance in the
event FMCSA forges ahead with the
December deadline.
The lone option – short of buying a
pre-2000 truck – available to the vast
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ELD

• Date and time
• Engine hours
• Vehicle miles
• Drive times
• Locations
• Duty status

• Date and time
• Locations
• Vehicle miles
• Engine hours
• Identifying information on the driver or user, motor
carrier, and vehicle including: duty status, logging
in and out, engine on and off, and when there is a
malfunction.

• Recorded during each
change
• Can be entered manually

Automatically recorded when:
• Change in duty status
• 60 minute intervals while driving
• When the engine is turned on and off
• At the start and end of yard moves and personal
conveyance
Accuracy:
• Withiin 1 mile when “On-Duty, Driving”
• Within 10 miles when in personal conveyance

EDIT
HISTORY

• Recorded who made edit
and when
• Does not readily display edit
history

• Records who made edit and when
• All edits require an annotation
• Automatically recorded events cannot be changed,
only annotated
• Readily displays edit history to DOT inspectors

DRIVING
TIME

• Driving time only to be edited
when attributed to the wrong
driver

• Driving time cannot be edited

majority of truck drivers who have the
option to select their own device is to
use an automatic on-board recording
device. The devices are grandfathered
in under the upcoming reg and will be
good until December 2019.
An automatic on-board recording
device, or AOBRD, is essentially
like an ELD except that it captures
and stores less data. The devices are
connected to the engine and record
HOS compliance. Their simplicity is
attractive to drivers who may not be
very tech savvy and who could use
a learning curve before jumping to a
more complex device.
FMCSA spokesman Duane
DeBruyne confirmed to Land Line
that any driver who voluntarily adopts
an AOBRD before the Dec. 18 ELD
deadline will be grandfathered in.
The AOBRD captures key elements
similar to a compliant ELD; however,
it goes about storing and displaying
information differently. For example,
both devices capture the date and
time; engine hours; vehicle miles and
locations. But the ELD is required to

do a lot of that automatically and more
frequently.
Many AOBRD devices work with
a unit that plugs into the ECM and
transmits required information to a
mobile device like a cellphone or tablet.
Some have their own display units, as
well. The AOBRD is required to be
able to produce on demand a chart,
electronic display or printout showing
the time; sequence of duty status
changes including the drivers’ starting
time at the beginning of the day.
Both the AOBRD and ELD
requirements state that drivers need to
have the seven previous days of logs
handy for review during an inspection.
“While there is no requirement in
the regulations to document when an
AOBRD was installed in a commercial
motor vehicle, under 49 CFR 395.15
the carrier is required to maintain
a certificate of compliance for the
device,” De Bruyne told Land Line.
Costs on the AOBRDs are
significantly lower, and most do not
have recurring data usage costs like
ELDs. LL
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The Federal Update

‘Glossed over’
OOIDA contends National Academies of
Sciences study stops short of identifying root
problems in the CSA program.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine. The
purpose of the study was to evaluate
study of the CSA program by
the Safety Measurement System.
the National Academies of
The SMS serves as the backbone
Sciences, which found the concept of
of the Compliance, Safety
the program defendable on paper but
Accountability, or CSA for short,
falling short on execution, missed the
safety measurement program. The
core problems, according to OOIDA.
FMCSA uses the CSA program in
The study by the National
an attempt to predict what motor
Academies of Sciences validates a
carriers are more likely to be
number of concerns and criticisms
involved in crashes. As part of the
of the program articulated by the
program motor carriers
are ranked in six BASICs,
The core objective of the SMS
which are categories of
similar regulations. Motor
and CSA is to reduce crashes.
carriers with high rankings
It’s a simple concept with
are considered at risk and
complex factors impeding
are subject to enforcement
execution, according to the
interventions by the agency.
Criticism has mounted
National Academies study.
since the agency began its
soft rollout in 2010. Eventually, in
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
2015, Congress essentially mandated
Association. But the Association felt
a study to get to the bottom of
the overall study fell short.
whether the program was flawed.
“Now we understand that the panel
The National Academies
was not going to attack the FMCSA
of Sciences tasked a panel of
for its attempt to discriminate
researchers with the job.
between safe and unsafe motor
“(The Safety Measurement
carriers,” OOIDA Executive Vice
System) is structured in a reasonable
President Todd Spencer said. “What
way, and its method of identifying
we did not expect was for the
motor carriers for alert status is
panel to gloss over the unscientific
defendable,” the panel states in the
methodology used in the system
report’s summary.
nor did we expect the panel to
“However, much of what is now
defend conclusions and a system
done is ad hoc and based on subjectbased on bad methodology and data
matter expertise that has not been
insufficiency.”
sufficiently empirically validated.
The study was prompted by
This argues for FMCSA adopting a
Congress in the Fixing America’s
more statistically principled approach
Surface Transportation Act, or FAST
that can include the expert opinion
Act. The highway bill, signed into
that is implicit in SMS in a natural
law in 2015, recommended that
way.”
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
The core objective of the SMS
Administration fund a study by the

A
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and CSA is to reduce crashes. It’s a
simple concept with complex factors
impeding execution, according to the
National Academies study.
The report identified a number of
data quality issues and recommended
that FMCSA should continue to
collaborate with states and other
agencies to improve the collection
of data. Types of data specifically
identified include vehicle miles
traveled and crashes, but the data are
often missing and of unsatisfactory
quality.
The study panel also acknowledged
it is not just about how many miles
a truck or company runs, but where
it runs. Including the vehicle miles
traveled data by state and month will
enable SMS to account for varied
environments where carriers travel –
for example, the panel points out, in
icy winter weather in the North.
In addition, the report says
FMCSA should research ways
of collecting data on carrier
characteristics – including driver
turnover rates, type of cargo, and
method and level of compensation.
For example, compensation levels
are relevant because it is known that
drivers who are better compensated,
and those not compensated based on
miles traveled, have fewer crashes.
This additional data collection would
require greater collaboration between
FMCSA and the states to standardize
the effort and to protect carrierspecific information.
The committee that conducted
the study and wrote the report was
unable to recommend whether SMS
percentile ranks should be made
public because it would require a
formal evaluation to understand the
consequences of public knowledge
of the distributed information. LL
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‘Singled out’ truckers lash back
Bill would create CDL ban
for those involved in human
trafficking crime
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

T

he Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
opposes a Senate bill that would impose a lifetime
ban on truck drivers who used a commercial motor
vehicle to commit a felony involving human trafficking.
While opposed to human trafficking, OOIDA said
on July 13, that it is against the bill because it unfairly
singles out truckers.
“We are exasperated that at a hearing where truckers
were applauded for their critical role in combating human
trafficking that any lawmaker would single out that

“We are exasperated that at a hearing
where truckers were applauded for
their critical role in combating human
trafficking that any lawmaker would
single out that same profession to
remove their livelihood for a crime that
happens everywhere.”
– OOIDA Executive Vice President Todd Spencer

same profession to remove their livelihood for a crime
that happens everywhere,” said OOIDA Executive Vice
President Todd Spencer. “Truckers are on the front lines
of defense in the battle against horrendous, global crime
by way of identifying, reporting and ultimately preventing
it.”
OOIDA expressed concern about the possible precedent
this bill could create as it relates to CDL penalties and
also said the bill is redundant because of existing criminal
penalties for those convicted of human trafficking.
On July 12, Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., introduced the No
Human Trafficking on Our Roads Act.
The bill, S1532, would disqualify individuals from
receiving a commercial driver’s license for their lifetime
if they used a commercial motor vehicle to commit a
felony involving human trafficking.
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“Human trafficking must be fought on many fronts,”
said Thune, the chairman of the Commerce Committee.
“Our legislation is a starting point for prevention and
enforcement against the use of a commercial driver’s
license in human trafficking.”
Truckers Against Trafficking issued a statement on
July 13, saying that the organization didn’t endorse the
bill.
“We are fully aware that trucking is one of the most
over-regulated industries, and that you cannot legislate
the mind and heart,” Truckers Against Trafficking wrote.
“We also recognize that both sides of the aisle are coming
together around this issue and therefore it is imperative
that we try and work with them to form the legislation
being proposed so that it does take into consideration the
needs and concerns of the industry.”
In addition to the CDL ban bill, the Combating Human
Trafficking in Commercial Vehicles Act, S1536, was
introduced on July 12. The bill would focus on the
prevention of human trafficking.
“As our eyes and ears on the road, truckers and
commercial drivers are often the first line of defense
against human trafficking,” Sen. Amy Klobuchar,
D-Minn., said. “By providing training to recognize and
report trafficking, we can empower them to prevent this
heinous crime across the country.”
While Truckers Against Trafficking hasn’t supported
the CDL ban, it does support the designation of a human
trafficking prevention coordinator.
“To date, the only federal bill we have given our
support to is Amy Klobuchar’s bill, S1536, which would
designate a human trafficking prevention coordinator
at the U.S. Department of Transportation, increase
outreach, education and reporting efforts at the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, and provide CDL
schools who are implementing anti-trafficking education
additional financial assistance. This bill only incentivizes
training at the federal level. It does not mandate it,”
Truckers Against Trafficking wrote.
OOIDA is a supporter of Truckers Against Trafficking.
TAT, an organization that is dedicated to fighting human
trafficking, said that it appreciated the efforts of the
trucking industry and truck drivers in helping reduce a
terrible crime.
“Ultimately, we want to see those who are enslaved set
free,” Truckers Against Trafficking wrote. “And we want
to work with industry to accomplish this goal. We are
asking for your continued support in this effort, and want
you to know that your concerns are being heard and acted
upon.” LL
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Spencer represents OOIDA
at three-day NAFTA meeting
The Office of the United States
Trade Representative hosted a
three-day public meeting in D.C.
in June on “matters relevant to
the modernization” of the North
American Free Trade Agreement.
Nearly 140 witnesses from the
U.S., Canada, and Mexico offered
suggestions. OOIDA Executive
Vice President Todd Spencer
delivered comments on behalf of the
Association’s members.
Spencer made it clear that OOIDA
is adamant that the cross-border
trucking program with Mexico, which
allows long-haul trucking beyond
commercial zones, should be dropped
from the program.
“The system we have that has been
in place for years – trailers being
swapped at the borders – and that has

been going on with Mexico for years
works well,” he says. “For economic
reasons, it doesn’t really work for
Mexican trucks to cross the border
and go too far beyond the commercial
zones.”
Formal negotiations between the
U.S., Mexico, and Canada could
begin by late summer. LL

THUD packs in ELDs,
other trucking provisions
The House version of the annual
Transportation Housing and Urban
Development appropriations bill
has three trucking related provisions
tacked on for the time being.
Ag haulers have scored language
that would give truckers hauling
livestock and insects an exemption
from the ELD requirement. The
wording is a bit unclear to some

D.C. insiders and could possibly
exempt livestock haulers from the
requirement when they are loaded.
The bill also contains language that
prevents FMCSA from proceeding
with Safety Fitness Determinations
until the DOT Office of Inspector
General certifies all deficiencies have
been addressed. Earlier this year,
FMCSA rescinded the rulemaking to
add the safety labels to motor carriers
and has not indicated an attempt to
review it.
Finally, the bill attempts to add
North Dakota to a program that
allows truckers to operate vehicles
with a gross vehicle weight of
129,000 pounds or less.
At press time, debate on the bill
before the full House was expected
before the August congressional
recess. LL
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Dr. Elliott J. Alpher, D.D.S., D.A.C.P.
The Alpher Center, Sleep Disorders and Jaw Pain, Washington, D.C.

Help is on the horizon in apnea diagnosis
When a truck driver or certified
medical examiner suspects a driver
may suffer from obstructive sleep
apnea, the current process involves
a lot of guesswork and potentially
lost work and wages. For example,
many drivers report that being sent
for a traditional sleep study requires
travel to the sleep center, lost wages,
and time away from work or home.
The cost can be in the thousands of
dollars.

The goal of this research
is to gain precise,
individual information on
each patient so they can
be treated.
Increasingly, testing and successful
treatment for sleep apnea are tied
to the driver’s commercial license.
Therefore, the certified medical
examiner may require a provisional
license that allows the driver to
continue working for a limited time,
but that also means the driver will
have to be recertified and that’s
another expense.
The sleep test, plus the time
off work to go for the sleep study
and testing, can range anywhere
from one day to a month before a
driver is cleared to return to full
work. Typically, a driver is without
income during this time. Estimates
by OOIDA put the costs between
$5,000 and $7,000. Treatment using
a continuous positive airway pressure
machine (CPAP) is also expensive,
estimated at upwards of $4,000 a
year.
These expenses must be paid by
the driver or insurance. However,
according to an OOIDA survey,
29 percent of the 6 million drivers
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on the road today have either no
insurance or coverage that does not
include diagnosis and treatment for
sleep apnea. Finally, to make matters
worse, there are no guarantees that
the treatment with a CPAP will
succeed because some users cannot
tolerate the device and stop using it.
But there is a better way on
the horizon, one developed by a
consortium of dental sleep medicine,
medical experts and sleep technology
pioneers. The goal is to create an
integrated, definitive diagnostic and
treatment procedure when apnea
is suspected. It would eliminate all
the guesswork for both the certified
medical examiners and the drivers.
In addition, it will allow drivers to
keep working while undergoing sleep
testing and treatment. It relies upon
precise 3-D scanning and printing of
an oral appliance custom-designed
for that user. Trials for patients are
currently being designed.
Imagine that with one instrument,
the medical examiner can precisely
determine whether a driver is
suffering from obstructive sleep
apnea. The driver undergoes a sleep
study from the comfort of familiar
surroundings, say the sleeping
quarters on his truck. The results are
emailed to a lab, and within a week
the driver is wearing an oral sleep
appliance made precisely for him,
which replaces the CPAP machine.
Compliance can be monitored
through a tiny computer chip in the
oral appliance.
The goal of this research is to
gain precise, individual information
on patients so they can be treated –
without lost work hours, without the
possibility of losing their drivers’
license, and with a higher compliance
success rate.

Using mobile technology will bring
more efficient, cost-effective and
successful diagnosis and treatment
options. This is unlike the current
process, which allows for too much
subjectivity for an apnea disorder.
The current guidelines provide only
the broadest criteria for diagnosing
obstructive sleep apnea. In contrast,
the American Academy of Sleep and
Breathing requires more extensive
diagnostic measurements. However,
under FMCSA guidelines, a
diagnosis of sleep apnea can be made
on the following four factors:
•
•
•
•

Body Mass Index (BMI) of 35
17-inch or greater neck size
Male
Whether the driver reports
daytime sleepiness

The FMCSA says its goal is safety
because drivers who are overweight
or male have a higher probability
of suffering from obstructive sleep
apnea. Further, those with obstructive
sleep apnea may be less alert and
at higher risk for an accident. Yet a
2012 report titled “Large Truck and
Bus Crash Facts” indicated that only
1.7 percent of the truck driver-related
crashes were the result of drowsiness,
fatigue, or falling asleep at the wheel.
Once the research and testing are
concluded, there will be no more
guesswork in diagnosis and treatment
for obstructive sleep apnea. LL

Editor’s note: We know apnea is
important to a lot of our readers.
We invited Dr. Alpher to write a
guest edition of Washington Insider
to let you hear from others who are
battling for the rights of those who
suffer from sleep apnea. LL
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

Circle No. 93
on Response
Card
LAND
LINE 27

CANADANEWS
CANADANEWS

Transport Canada publishes electronic stability
mandate on new tractors
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

The Canadian agency responsible for regulating the
transportation industry has published a final rule
mandating electronic stability control devices on newly
built tractors.
Transport Canada published its final rule in The
Canada Gazette II on June 14. The agency has previously
stated that from 2005 to 2012 an average of 2,810 truck
tractor collisions per year included a rollover or lossof-control event, 819 of which caused injury and 70 of
which caused fatalities.
The rule calls for the devices to be installed on all
newly built, three-axle truck tractors with a gross vehicle
weight in excess of 26,000 pounds (11,793 kgs). The ESC
requirements will be phased in for heavy trucks, starting
first with three-axle truck tractors, effective Aug. 1, for
vehicles manufactured in the U.S. and effective Dec. 14
for tractors in Canada. It is expected to be phased into all
targeted truck tractors and motor coaches by
Aug. 1, 2019.
Vehicles manufactured prior to enforcement date do not
need to be equipped with ESC.
ESCs are designed not only to help prevent rollovers

that may occur without the truck striking a curb or
other roadside object, but also to mitigate understeer or
oversteer conditions that could lead to a loss of control.
In its report, Transport Canada estimated that the
devices could prevent up to 30 collisions per year
involving 2018 model-year vehicles and beyond.
The mandate aligns Canadian vehicles with U.S. safety
standards, which were published via a final rulemaking
by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in
June 2015. The U.S. rule also calls for electronic stability
control systems to be installed on certain new tractors
beginning Aug. 1, with the equipment becoming standard
on all new heavy trucks and motor coaches by
Aug. 1, 2019. LL

Manitoba Trucking Association seeks
new home for driver training program
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

The conclusion of a long-running
pilot program that paid the tuition
of students interested in pursuing
a career in trucking has left the
Manitoba Trucking Association
exploring options for bringing the
program back in some other form.

“We wanted to work with MPI
to invest dollars to create
successful truck drivers, and
we think we were able to
accomplish that.”
– Terry Shaw, Manitoba Trucking
Association executive director
Terry Shaw, executive director of
the Manitoba Trucking Association
says the decision by Manitoba
28 LAND LINE

Public Insurance to end its tuition
reimbursement plan that pays for
entry-level driver training to qualified
candidates in the province is
“bittersweet.”
“We’re obviously not thrilled the
program is going away, but we get it,”
Shaw told Land Line.
Shaw said MPI, a nonprofit crown
corporation, started the tuition
reimbursement a decade ago as part
of the Entry Level Professional Truck
Driver Training Program. The program
provides driver training and financial
support to qualified candidates who
want to work in the Manitoba trucking
industry. It was originally meant to be
a three-year pilot program.
A representative with MPI told CBC
News that the program was being
phased out, effective June 30.
“We wanted to work with MPI to

invest dollars to create successful
truck drivers, and we think we were
able to accomplish that during the
course of this program,” MTA’s Shaw
said.
Shaw said the program has helped
“hundreds” of truck drivers in the
province pay for schooling. He said
MTA hopes to work with the provincial
government to start a similar program
under the auspices of a different
government agency.
“We’ve been championing for years
to have mandatory entry-level driver
training program posed where it
should be – in the education system,”
he said. “We’re working with the
provincial education system to get
this program, or a program very much
like it, the home it needs, which is in
the industry training system.” LL
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Malware attack hurts truckers

© alexmillos - Fotolia.com

By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

If you thought internet malware couldn’t hurt trucking’s
diesel-powered world of rubber and steel, think again.
In June, computer malware found its way from the
Ukraine to more than 2,000 companies in Europe and
North America, including some large corporations like
Merck. It also hit the Danish marine
shipping company Maersk, the largest
seagoing container line in the world.
And it hit hard. Maersk’s computer
systems went down, taking with them
the systems of its port facilities run
by A.P Moller-Maersk. They included
large APM terminals in New York and
Los Angeles.
The attack came on June 27, a
Tuesday. Maersk’s APM terminals
closed the following day. Port
Elizabeth in New York and Pier
400 in Los Angeles remained closed

Thursday, Friday, and through that weekend. They didn’t
reopen for trucks until Monday, July 3. That’s when the
nightmare for truckers, particularly port truckers, really
began.
Maersk never stopped unloading ships and loading
the containers already in its yards. It did so while
keeping records on paper. Where recovery efforts were
concerned, the company worked first to restore
digital communications with exporters and
importers, its customers. Efforts to bring
back computers at the truck entry gates were
going slowly. When the major terminals
opened to trucks that Monday, those records
were also being kept by hand on paper.
“They were working with pencils and
clipboards,” said Tom Adamski of First
Coast Logistics, a member of the New
Jersey Motor Truck Association.
Check-in and check-out took an
unusually long time, and “they were only
Continued on Page 35
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New rules for HHG movers pursued in five states
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

perations of household good
movers are the subject of
legislative action at statehouses
around the country.
A new ARIzONA law covers
concerns about “hostage loads.”
Specifically, Gov. Doug Ducey
signed into law a bill to prohibit
moving companies from holding
in-state customer possessions over a
payment dispute.

“It is more advantageous
to operate a household
goods moving company
illegally than it is to
comply with the law.”
– Pennsylvania state Sen. David Argall,
R-Schuylkill/Berks

The governor said the new law
protects consumers moving within
Arizona and mandates transparency
from moving companies. Moves
across state lines are governed by
federal law.
“Customers don’t need the
added worry of having to deal
with unscrupulous movers taking
advantage of them,” Ducey said in
prepared remarks. “This legislation
rightly puts an end to ‘hostage
loads’ and ensures all fees and costs
are disclosed from the get-go.”
Effective Aug. 8, moving
companies in the state are required
to accurately and completely
disclose information about fees,
charges and insurance. Movers
cannot refuse to deliver goods
unless they provided consumers
with an up-front estimate and the
consumer has failed to pay.
Attorney General Mark Brnovich
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said moving scams come in a
variety of forms, including false
advertising, undisclosed fees, lack
of insurance, and lowball prices
combined with bait-and-switch
tactics.
The new law permits police to
take possession of household goods
that a mover refuses to deliver and
unload.
Moving companies will be
authorized to pursue collection of
unpaid amounts on the contract
after the goods are unloaded.
In WEST VIRGINIA, a new
law now in effect would help
startups in the household goods
moving industry.
State law has required owners of
HHG companies to approve new
businesses.
The new law exempts HHG
carriers from jurisdiction of the
Public Service Commission.
Sen. Craig Blair, R-Berkeley,
said the law eliminates burdensome
regulatory procedures, including the
certificate of need requirement for
intrastate operations.
“The (certificate of need)

requirement for moving companies
in this state actually only applies to
companies moving household goods
within the state,” Blair said during
Senate floor discussion.
Blair added the certificate of need
application process makes it nearly
impossible for someone to start a
new moving business.
“The application process allows
for any existing company to protest
a new application.”
He said that since the year
2000, 24 moving companies have
submitted certificate of need
applications to the Public Service
Commission but only three have
been granted.
“I think that is very telling,” Blair
said. “This regulation of the moving
companies does nothing to help
protect our citizens. It only drives
up the cost and reduces competition
by protecting the good ol’ boy
existing companies.”
One LOUISIANA law requires
HHG moving businesses to be
open for business and to be staffed
during regular business hours.
The Louisiana Public Service
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017
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Commission is also authorized
to suspend or cancel business
operations for carriers that fail to
maintain a permanent establishment
in the state.
The changes take effect
Jan. 1, 2018.
In PENNSYLVANIA, one bill
halfway through the statehouse
would boost penalties for “rogue”
HHG movers operating in the state.
State law now requires HHG
movers to register and obtain a
permit with the Public Utility
Commission, maintain workers
compensation coverage, pay
wages subject to taxation and have
adequate insurance coverage for
goods moved.
The Senate-approved bill would
apply criminal penalties to HHG
movers who fail to adhere to
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existing rules in the state.
“In Pennsylvania, it is more
advantageous to operate a household
goods moving company illegally
than it is to comply with the
law,” stated Sen. David Argall,
R-Schuylkill/Berks. “These illegal
companies often lack the necessary
insurance coverage to protect
damaged goods during a move,
leaving the consumer on the hook.”
SB458 calls for offenders to
face $5,000 fines, a third degree
misdemeanor, suspension of
registration and/or confiscation and
impoundment of the motor vehicle
used in the illegal move. Subsequent
offenses could result in $10,000
fines.
Fine revenue would be used to
help PUC motor carrier enforcement
efforts.

A NORTH CAROLINA Houseapproved bill would revise the
state’s rules for HHG movers. In an
effort to thwart unlawful operations,
HB732 would require proper vehicle
markings to verify authorization
from the state to do business.
Any law enforcement officer
would also be permitted to enforce
rules.
Offenders would face up to $500
fines. Repeat offenders could be
fined up to $2,000. The Utilities
Commission could also assess a
civil penalty of up to $5,000.
The commission could also
provide information obtained as part
of a criminal background check on
applicants and current certificate
holders. LL
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States enact rules on use
of autonomous vehicles
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

tate legislatures are spending
more and more time
discussing, and adopting, rules on
the use of autonomous vehicles.
Vehicles that are intended to
navigate their way through traffic
without requiring someone to
hold the steering wheel already
are authorized for testing in states
around the country.
Advocates say the autonomous
technology could eliminate
human-error accidents and
potentially enable more efficient
use of roadways. They add that
self-driving cars communicate
with one another, signal traffic
problems ahead, and adjust to the
optimal speed to avoid creating a
backup.

“We cannot allow
our state to be
outpaced as this
technology grows.”
– Gov. Dan Malloy

Critics say if traffic does improve
via the technology, more vehicles
are likely to use the roads, and
congestion problems would
return. They also have concern
about safety issues that may arise
between the interaction of human
and automated drivers on the road.
Twenty-two states have
adopted rules related to the use
of autonomous vehicles through
state law, regulation or executive
order. The rules adopted permit
research and testing of the vehicles
on public roads, after certain
32 LAND LINE

requirements are met.
Growth of the technology’s use
spurred the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration a
year ago to set model state policy
on autonomous vehicles. At the
state level, legislators from coast
to coast continue to take action on
use of the technology.
Since the first of the year
legislatures in at least 30 states
have spent time discussing bills
that cover autonomous vehicles.
Below are some notable efforts
followed by Land Line.
A new law in Tennessee is
described as a “comprehensive”
step to prepare the state for the
use of driverless vehicles. One
provision drops a requirement
that the person operating an
autonomous vehicle possess a
valid driver’s license. Instead, the
vehicle itself would be considered
the licensed entity.
A separate provision goes as far
to permit testing without a human
behind the wheel.
Across the state line in

Georgia, a new law also drops
the requirement that the person
operating a fully automated
vehicle possess a valid license.
In Washington, an executive
order authorizes driverless test
drives on state roads. Gov. Jay
Inslee extolled the technology’s
“transformational societal
benefits” for his decision to aid
additional testing.
Connecticut Gov. Dan Malloy
has approved the creation of a
pilot program in Stamford and
three other yet-to-be-named cities
to test fully autonomous vehicles.
“Autonomous vehicles are
already being tested in several
states throughout the country,
and we cannot allow our state to
be outpaced as this technology
grows,” Malloy said.
A task force will also be
established to study affected
vehicles and the legal complexities
posed by the new technology.
In an effort to become a player
in autonomous vehicle usage,
a North Dakota law enacted
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017
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this spring authorizes a study of
the technology’s regulations. The
state DOT next year is required to
suggest any state law changes to the
Legislature.
North Carolina could soon be
added to the list of states to enact
regulations for driverless cars. A
bill nearing passage in the General
Assembly specifies that operators of
such vehicles would not be required
to have a license.
Colorado and Texas have
new laws to welcome self-driving
vehicles into their states.
The Colorado law allows
driverless vehicles if they meet
state and federal driving safety
laws. If they do not, operators must
coordinate tests with the Colorado
DOT and State Patrol.

Local governments are also
prohibited from passing ordinances
to restrict use.
“This is a proactive solution that
protects drivers and says Colorado
is open for business,” Rep. Faith
Winter, D-Westminster, said in
prepared remarks.
In Texas, Gov. Greg Abbott
recently signed into law a bill to set
a framework for self-driving cars in
the state. Until now, state law has
not addressed the issue.
Among the provisions in the
new law is permission to test fully
autonomous cars without a driver
inside the vehicle. Manufacturers
are also responsible for any broken
traffic laws or vehicle wrecks.
“Automotive technology is
advancing at a rapid pace, and we

need to be prepared for it,” stated
Sen. Kelly Hancock, R-North
Richland Hills.
A bill still active in the New
Jersey Legislature would authorize
autonomous vehicles to access the
state’s roadways but only if a driver
is behind the wheel.
Autonomous rules are already in
place in Massachusetts. One
House bill would take the next step
to raise revenue for the state via
driverless vehicles.
Democratic Sens. Tricia FarleyBouvier of Pittsfield and Jason
Lewis of Winchester are behind a
bill to set a mileage-based tax on
their use. H1829 would also permit
large municipalities, such as Boston,
to ban the vehicles altogether. LL
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.

OOIDA now offers members OOIDA Compliance Connection,
a new program from OOIDA to assist members to stay in
compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.
With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and easily establish
compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA Compliance Connection offers:
• 24/7 online access to files
• Carriers can upload their own documents. No need to
scan and email or fax
• A system for storing driver qualification files
• Assistance with all maintenance files
• Organizes paperwork and allows auditors to view records
during a new entry safety audit
• File copies of roadside inspection reports
• Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs and
other resources in an easy-to-access location
All of this information is easily accessible and can be sent confidentially and
selectively to an authorized investigator.
Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of
compliance record-keeping and maintenance.
Call OOIDA Business Services and find out about
OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
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Malware attack hurts truckers
From Page 29

working import. They weren’t accepting containers for
export into the yard, not even empties,” Adamski said.
Since the facilities had been closed for three business
days, importers – including some large retailers – were
clamoring for the merchandise stuck at APM terminals.
So the Monday morning following the attack, the line of
trucks trying to get into the Port Elizabeth terminal very
quickly stretched from the entrance on North Avenue
back to Interchange 13 of the New Jersey Turnpike, more
than half a mile. The Port Authority was forced to open
a piece of its property as a holding area. Truckers waited
for hours.

Twelve days after the attack, with long lines
remaining, Bi-State Motor Carriers President
Jeff Bader said APM in Port Elizabeth should
not have reopened until it was prepared to
properly deal with truckers.

Make the most of your
OOIDA Membership!
$0 transaction fees and discounts at over 2,000 in-network
sites and over 99% accepting locations nationwide. NOW
including Pilot Flying J, Speedway, and Quick Fuel.

Ask about our rebate promotion.
l0e off per gallon for 90 days!*

866.214.2382

I

TruckersAdvantage.com

'For new customers only. Inquire for details. Restrictions apply. Cash price may vary by merchant locations.
Fleet One, LLC makes no guarantees of cash price and will not be held responsible for variance.

Delays continued as Maersk began accepting export
containers and empties. As of press time, delays are
continuing.
“The situation is dire. This has had a tremendous effect
on operations, not only taking containers out of APMT
(APM Terminals), but at all other terminals as well,”
said Jeff Bader, president of the Bi-State Motor Carriers
which represents port trucking companies.
“We have had reports of drivers waiting at APMT for
more than six hours, only to be turned away because the
container they were seeking was not available or could
not be found,” Bader said.
In addition, he noted, wait times were causing hoursof-service problems for drivers. Bader called resulting
losses for truckers “incalculable.”
In a policy statement, Bi-State demanded “extensions
on detention, demurrage, and free time so motor carriers
are not bearing the additional costs that are a direct result
of an extreme situation that is beyond their control.”
Maersk did later waive demurrage and detention.
Twelve days after the attack, with long lines remaining,
Bader said APM in Port Elizabeth should not have
reopened until it was prepared to properly deal with
truckers. “Since it reopened, the terminal has struggled
to maintain the flow of cargo, going for much of that
time without computers, email, and phones, documenting
container arrivals and departures on paper,” he said.
APMT was the first to experience a digital attack, “but
they will not be the last,” Bader said. LL
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OOIDA asks Missouri to review truck rules on IFTA, ‘reefer fuel’
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

A request by the Missouri Department of Transportation
for public comments on the more than 200
administrative rules it oversees has prompted the OwnerOperator Independent Drivers Association to weigh in
with some suggestions.
Following an executive order issued by Gov. Eric
Greitens in January, MoDOT announced April 5 it was
beginning a 60-day “E-Comment” period for public
review and comments on specific rules managed under
the agency’s auspices. The comment period concluded
June 5.
In a June 5 letter, OOIDA Government Affairs
Director Mike Matousek targeted three specific rules
affecting trucking in the Show-Me State, which the
Association says need to be changed.
The rules targeted by OOIDA include
7 CSR 265-10.025, which requires the name of the
operating motor carrier to be preceded by the words
“operated by”; 7 CSR 10-25.071, which authorizes
MoDOT to issue a 30-day temporary International Fuel
Tax Agreement decal permit; and 7 CSR 10-25.072,

which defines “reefer fuel” as fuel used in a separate
tank from the one that propels the power unit, and
exempts it from tax and inclusion in quarterly IFTA
returns.
While CSR 265-10.025 applies only to intrastate
carriers, Matousek wrote that the CSR should be
changed to include the phrase “leased to,” because many
owner-operators are in fact leased to motor carriers.
The other two changes would affect both intrastate and
interstate carriers. Matousek wrote that the Association
believes the temporary IFTA permits are duplicative,
since truckers already carry a copy of the carrier’s IFTA
license in the cab while waiting for the annual decal to
arrive. Because of the expiration date on a temporary
permit, OOIDA says truckers can potentially be
subjected to “unnecessary administrative violation.”
The non-highway use fuel recommendation would
apply to any carrier that operates in Missouri and that
files a quarterly IFTA form. OOIDA’s recommendation
is that the state amend the provision to “non-highway
use fuel,” which would include fuel for generators and
other auxiliary power units. Fuel for those units is also
considered non-taxable under IFTA. LL

Compliance made easy.
As an owner-operator you and your drivers must be compliant with
DOT drug and alcohol testing laws. You need to make sure you’re
properly enrolled in a consortium, your testing records are in order
and all test results are properly documented.
CMCI minimizes the confusion of mandatory drug and alcohol
testing and record keeping requirements. CMCI provides
customers with vital information regarding detailed record
keeping, driver and supervisor training and testing.
CMCI annual enrollment cost is one of the lowest in the industry
with your OOIDA Membership dues. Each enrollment includes:

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

All selected random drug and alcohol tests
Medical Review Officer services
National collection site network
Certificate of enrollment
Education materials
Supervisor training
Driver handbook
*additional site fees may apply

Call CMCI today for more information and pricing.
Your partner in mandatory drug & alcohol testing requirements
A division of Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association Inc.
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Expansion at Port of Virginia
now open
By Land Line staff

The Port of Virginia recently celebrated the
completion of a $42 million project that created 26
truck gates to the Norfolk International Terminal’s
North Gate. On June 30, the North Gate opened to all
motor carriers.
The expansion more than doubled the terminal’s
gate capacity, and the new truck gates tie into the
Interstate 564 Intermodal Connector.
John F. Reinhart, CEO and executive director of the
Virginia Port Authority, said greater gate capacity will
be critical to the success of a larger expansion project
at the Norfolk International Terminals (NIT). Two
years ago, NIT’s North Gate was a four-lane complex.
As container volumes grew, increased pressure fell on
the 16-lane South Gate.
“We are investing $350 million here to expand our
container handling capacity by 400,000 containers,”
Reinhart said in a news release. “In order to handle
more cargo at the berth and stack yard, our means of
moving cargo to and from our terminals – rail, barge
and truck – must expand and modernize in parallel.”
The North Gate expansion began in July 2015 and
was funded by a $15 million TIGER (Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery) Grant, as
well as $27 million from the Port of Virginia.
Virginia Transportation Secretary Aubrey Layne said
the expansion will play a big role in reducing traffic
congestion in the area.

“The North Gate and I-564 Connector projects will
combine to take pressure off one of Norfolk’s busiest
streets,” Layne said. “Trucks leaving the North Gate
will head straight to the interstate and therefore reduce
traffic on Hampton Boulevard.” LL

Ohio speed trap loophole
nearing closure
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

An effort halfway through the Ohio statehouse would
close a loophole in state law that permits certain
locales to issue civil speeding fines.
The bill would discourage local speed traps by
making county and municipal courts responsible
for citations issued in villages with fewer than 200
residents.
A 2013 Ohio law attempted to end the practice
of unfair ticketing in the state’s smallest locales by
taking away mayor’s courts.
HB125 would cap fines, fees and other charges in
excess of, or not included in, the local municipal or
county court’s schedule of fines and costs. The bill
also specifies the jurisdiction of municipal and county
courts over municipal traffic ordinances.
“This legislation will help ensure that our citizens
are not falling victim to abusive, excessive fines,
as well as predatory speed traps set up by rogue
municipalities exploiting loopholes in state law,” Rep.
Hearcel Craig, D-Columbus, said during Senate floor
discussion. LL
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Truckers welcome consumer protections for third-party tows
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

For the first time, truck drivers in
Colorado will have recourse if they
believe they were overcharged for a
third-party tow.
The Colorado Public Utilities
Commission finalized its
regulations regarding nonconsensual
heavy-duty tows on June 6. The
effective date for the new rules
was July 15. A third-party or
nonconsensual tow is when a
wrecker service is called to clear
the scene of an accident without the
vehicle owner’s approval. In those
instances, the vehicle owner isn’t
able to check prices or research a
company before being obligated to
pay for its services.
Previously, vehicles weighing
less than 10,000 pounds had
protections in Colorado regarding
nonconsensual tows, but heavy-duty
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vehicles weren’t included in those
protections.
“Consumer protections will now
be in place,” said Mike Matousek,
OOIDA’s director of government
affairs. “If one of our members is
driving through Colorado and they
get in to a situation that involves
a nonconsensual tow and they feel
like they were overcharged, they
now will be able to file a complaint
with the Colorado Public Utilities
Commission. This is something
they previously couldn’t do.”
In fact, Matousek said OOIDA
witnessed at least a couple of
invoices where the Association
believed members were charged
excessively in Colorado, but there
was no recourse.
“We simply couldn’t do anything
about it,” Matousek said.
OOIDA and the Colorado Motor
Carriers Association were both

heavily involved in making the
new consumer protections a reality.
Colorado Motor Carriers played
a big part in getting a 2013 law
passed requiring the Colorado
Public Utilities Commission to
create rules and maximum rates for
heavy-duty nonconsensual tows.
Greg Fulton, president of
the Colorado Motor Carriers
Association, said that some towing
operators were overcharging
truckers by thousands of dollars.
“We need to provide some sort of
protection, particularly to owneroperators, so that they aren’t thrown
to the dogs just because they break
down in this particular place,”
Fulton said.
Matousek said not all of OOIDA’s
suggestions regarding the maximum
rates were included but that the
overall policy is a step in the right
direction. LL
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MICHIGAN

Enforcement targeting
truckers this summer
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Law enforcement officers in
Michigan are spending the
summer focusing their attention
on truckers. The extra focus is part
of an operation called Summer
of Semi Safe D. The operation is
looking for unsafe driver behaviors
by truckers as a response to an
increase in fatalities involving
commercial vehicles.
The initiative runs through
Aug. 25.
According to a state of Michigan
press release, “special attention
will be paid to semi-tractor trailers
as they were involved in 72 percent
of the 2016 deadly accidents
involving a commercial motor
vehicle.”
“This enforcement effort is in
direct response to what we saw
on our roads in 2016, a 41 percent
increase in deaths involving
commercial vehicles,” said Capt.
Michael A. Krumm, commander
of the MSP Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement Division (CVED).
However, what the stats do
not reveal is who was at fault
in those crashes. Studies reveal
that approximately 80 percent of
crashes involving commercial
vehicles were the fault of the other
vehicle’s driver.
According to the FMCSA’s
Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts
for 2015, two-thirds of all fatal
truck crashes reported no driverrelated factors for the truck driver.
Narrowed down to distracted
drivers, 94 percent of fatal truck
crashes found the trucker was
not distracted. Conversely, more
than half (57 percent) of truck-car
crashes found driver-related factors
among the passenger vehicle
driver. LL
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH

What’s happening in your state legislature?

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The majority of
state legislatures
have wrapped up
their work for this
calendar year.
Here’s our end-of-summer
review of bills you found of
interest. It’s a roundup of the
items that governors signed into
law in recent weeks and other
actions.
For a complete rundown
of state legislation, visit
LandLineMag.com and click on
“Legislative Watch” under the
“Important Info” tab.

INDIANA
One new law already in effect
permits people to rescue animals in
hot vehicles without the possibility
of their being charged with property
damage. After notifying law
enforcement, the person is authorized
to use a reasonable amount of force
to remove the animal. HB1085 also
requires good Samaritans to pay up to
50 percent of the cost of the damage,
unless the vehicle owner opts to waive
those costs.
KANSAS
A new law requires commercial
driver’s licensing tie-ins with efforts

Ohio
A House bill calls for a study
and recommendations to reduce
insurance premiums for truck
drivers 18 to 25 years old. HB284
would appoint 13 people to the
study committee representing state
government, the state’s insurance
and trucking industries, and the
Teamsters. The group would be
responsible for submitting a report
to state lawmakers by Oct. 1, 2017.
For more information, see Page 42.
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to combat trafficking. Previously
SB40, the new law puts in place a
training course on human trafficking
for CDL applicants and truckers
renewing their licenses. It took effect
July 1.

MICHIGAN
A House bill, HB4279, would prevent
insurance companies from raising
vehicle insurance rates when a driver
submits a claim for pothole damage.
NEW JERSEY
One bill nearing passage, A4184,
would establish an emergency alert
system designed to help more quickly
apprehend motorists who knowingly
flee the scene of an incident that
results in another person’s death or
serious bodily injury.
RHODE ISLAND
One bill halfway through the
statehouse would create a highway
camera network to search for noninsured vehicles. License plate
readers would be employed to
identify registrations and insurance
policies that do not match an active
registration. Violators would be
mailed citations up to $120.
TEXAS
Gov. Greg Abbott has signed
into law multiple bills of interest
that take effect on Jan. 1, 2018.
SB1524 authorizes an increase in
truck weights for tractor-trailers
hauling certain intermodal shipping
containers. Seven-axle combinations
with a gross vehicle weight of up
to 100,000 pounds will be allowed.
Six-axle combinations will be
permitted up to 93,000 pounds. The
loads will be subject to various axle
configurations.
HB3254 includes a provision stating
that knowingly operating, leasing, or

assigning a person to drive a large
truck with an unsatisfactory rating
would be a state jail felony punishable
up to one year behind bars if the
vehicle is involved in a wreck that
results in injury. Incidents that cause a
death could result in a prison term of
up to 20 years.
SB1383 authorizes the DMV
to issue a permit authorizing the
movement of fluid milk by trucks up
to 90,000 pounds and within specified
axle weight limitations. The new law
sets annual permit fees at $1,200.
Applicants for permits would be
required to designate the counties they
intend to operate in.
A new law already in effect requires
a commercial driver’s licensing tiein with efforts to curb trafficking.
Previously SB128, the new law
mandates that CDL applicants and
truckers renewing their licenses
receive training in identifying and
reporting trafficking.

WEST VIRGINIA
Gov. Jim Justice has signed into law a
bill that covers transportation funding
and the state Parkways Authority.
Among the provisions in SB1003 is
permission for the Parkways Authority
to continue collecting tolls beyond the
previous deadline of 2019; authority
to issue parkway revenue bonds to
fund non-parkway public highways
and bridges; and allowances for
tolling in other areas of the state.
Existing highways could not be
tolled. New roads, the widening of
an existing roadway, or a new bridge
could be tolled.
WISCONSIN
The Senate voted to advance a bill
to increase the incentive to get truck
drivers to stop idling. To encourage
the use of idling-reduction equipment,
state law has authorized heavy-duty
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Texas laws revise truck enforcement,
size and weight rules
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Texas lawmakers have acted in
recent weeks to adopt changes
to truck rules that include truck
enforcement, and size and weights.
The new rules take effect Sept. 1.
HB2065 covers counties and
municipalities that enforce truck
rules. Specifically, affected locales
are required to file annual reports
detailing the amount of fines
collected and the actual expenses
incurred for enforcement. A county
or municipality is permitted to
retain fines of up to 110 percent
of their actual expenses for
enforcement. All additional fine
revenue will be routed to TxDOT.
HB1355 adds the city of
Midlothian near Dallas-Fort Worth
to the municipalities that are
permitted to enforce commercial
motor vehicle safety rules. HB1570
grants the same authority for the
neighboring city of Alvarado.
HB4156 addresses movement of
oversize and overweight vehicles
along certain roadways to the Port
of Freeport. The $80-per-trip permit
fee will be designated solely for
maintenance and improvements to
designated roadways in Matagorda
and Brazoria counties.
SB2227 increases the fee for
permits issued for movement of
oversize and overweight vehicles
carrying cargo on certain roads in
Hidalgo County. The fee can be
increased from $80 to $200.

trucks to exceed the 80,000-pound
maximum weight limit by 400
pounds. SB198 would raise the
weight exception to 550 pounds. LL

SB1291 covers permits for
oversize and overweight loads
in Chambers County. State
law already permits oversize
and overweight vehicles along
state Highway 99 between its
crossing with Cedar Bayou and its
intersection with Interstate 10. The
new law expands the portion of
SH 99 where such vehicles are
issued permits. Specifically, permits
could be issued on the frontage
road of SH 99. The portion of
highway that is tolled is excluded.
Already in effect, HB1793
exempts certain large trucks from
required annual safety inspections.
The rule applies to trucks not
domiciled in the state, as long as
they are registered in the state
and have been issued a certificate
of inspection in compliance with
federal regulations.
Trucks registered in the
International Registration Plan,
and vehicles issued a certificate
of inspection in compliance with
federal regulations, will also
be exempt from annual safety
inspections. Vehicles exempted
from safety inspections are required
to pay the same fees required
by trucks not exempted from
inspections.
One more new law already in
effect covers truck platooning.
HB1791 revises statute to define
“connected braking.” Statute also
covers the use of affected vehicles
to maintain distance. LL
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For a complete rundown
of state legislation,
visit LandLineMag.com
and click on “Legislative
Watch.”
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Ohio lawmakers target
alleged ‘driver shortage’ issue
In recent months, the Ohio
Legislature has introduced multiple
trucking-related bills.
Specifically, state legislators
have proposed measures to provide
tax credits to motor carriers that
train commercial drivers (SB114),
establish a grant program for
students enrolled in a commercial
driver’s licensing program (HB154),

In reality, there is
chronic overcapacity
in trucking – too many
trucks, trailers, and
drivers and not enough
freight.
and create a study committee to
look at ways to reduce the cost
of insurance premiums for truck
drivers between the ages of 18 to
25 (HB284). In short, they are all
intended to address the perceived
“driver shortage” within the trucking
industry.
SB114 would provide motor
carriers with a tax credit for eligible
training expenses capped at
$3 million annually but no more
than $50,000 for any single carrier.
Similarly, HB154 would create a
CDL student aid program for eligible
students enrolled at a certified
CDL school or career college. The
program would be supported by
$5 million in taxpayer dollars from
Ohio residents.
In communicating with lawmakers,
we argued that these proposals are
nothing more than subsidies for large
motor carriers based on the false
premise of a non-existent driver
shortage. In reality, there is chronic
42 LAND LINE

overcapacity in trucking – too many
trucks, trailers, and drivers and not
enough freight.
While our comments are not
directed at every large carrier, most
of them have an issue with driver
turnover – not a driver shortage. In
fact, many large carriers can easily
have a 100 percent driver turnover
annually, which is a reflection of
non-competitive pay and poor
working conditions. Their goal is
to simply churn out new drivers
rather than address the underlying
issues. We argued that SB114 and
HB154 actually provide carriers with
a taxpayer subsidy to continue this
alarming trend.
We are also concerned about
potential impacts to safety these
proposals might create. If large
carriers can increase the supply
of drivers, there is no incentive to
retain more qualified drivers or to
pay a competitive wage. Generally,
we believe more qualified drivers
equates to safer drivers and safer
highways. We are not opposed to
addressing potential barriers to entry,
but that is not what these bills are
about.
At press time, SB114 and HB154
are pending in their respective
committees of jurisdiction. We are
hopeful that that is as far as they get
in the legislative process.
More recently, HB284 was
introduced to create a group of
government and industry
stakeholders to study the issue of and
to provide recommendations on ways
to decrease insurance premiums for
younger drivers. The group would be
made up of select Ohio state
lawmakers, representatives from the

insurance industry, motor carriers,
and labor.
We have requested that the bill
sponsor amend the bill to include
someone on the study committee
with actual experience behind the
wheel of a truck – in other words, a
representative of OOIDA.
While we are not currently opposed
to the bill, here again legislators
are considering ways to potentially
flood the trucking industry with
more inexperienced drivers at a
cheaper cost so carriers can pay them
less. Insurance premiums should
be data-driven and not arbitrarily
lowered or subsidized based on the
misperception of a driver shortage,
especially considering the fact that
someone with 20 years and 2 million
miles of safe driving experience
could be paying more in insurance
premiums under HB284 than
someone with none to very little
driving experience. Our position on
this bill will change (i.e., we will
oppose it) if our amendment request
is rejected.
For those who live in Ohio, we
would encourage you to share your
thoughts on these issues with your
respective state lawmakers, even
if your opinion is different than
ours. For those who live outside
of Ohio, we would certainly like
to know if legislators in your state
are considering something similar.
Should you hear of any additional
legislative initiatives related to this
or any other issue, please contact
Mike Matousek, OOIDA director
of government affairs, by email at
Mike_Matousek@ooida.com.
As always, we appreciate your
support of OOIDA. LL
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LAWSUITUPDATE

More than 100,000 refund checks
mailed to NY HUT class members
“Is this real?” “Any strings
attached?” “So I can cash
this?” By July 10, OOIDA was
receiving emails, Facebook
posts and tweets from truckers
who had received checks –
some small, some a hundred
bucks or so, some way more.
By Land Line staff

n July 7 more than 100,000
tax refund checks were mailed
to truckers who are members of
a class action lawsuit brought by
the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association against the state
of New York for unconstitutionally
discriminatory registration and decal
taxes.
The state of New York issued a
check on May 17 for $44.4 million
under a settlement it reached
with OOIDA in September 2016
regarding its imposition of the
unconstitutional registration and
decal taxes. OOIDA had previously
obtained a court ruling that the taxes
violated the U.S. Constitution, and
an injunction prohibiting New York
from collecting the taxes in the
future.
The Association had challenged
the taxes as unconstitutionally
discriminatory against out-of-state
truckers who drive their trucks
mostly in other states – in contrast to
New York-based truckers, who drive
a disproportionately higher number
of miles in New York. OOIDA

O
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established that the challenged taxes
resulted in a higher per-mile tax
rate being imposed on out-of-state
trucks, and therefore violated the
Commerce Clause.
“If there are other states that
think tacking on flat fees to their
state truck taxes won’t be noticed
as an economic burden to interstate
commerce, they need to understand
this is not a good idea,” said OOIDA
President Jim Johnston. “We will
take them to court in a heartbeat.”
The Association’s successful
lawsuit against New York’s
Department of Taxation and Finance
was concluded on April 19, when
the court issued its final order and
judgment, paving the way for the
refund phase to proceed.
According to OOIDA’s counsel,
Daniel Cohen of the Cullen Law
Firm in Washington, D.C., carriers
in the class are entitled to keep
refunds for taxes paid exclusively by
them. However, Cohen stated that
the court further ordered that carriers
who charged back any registration or
decal payments to owner-operators
are required to pass through or
reimburse the full amount of the tax

refunds they receive for such tax
payments to those owner-operators,
without regard to any claims or
setoffs. Any such refunds that are
not passed through must be returned
to the Cullen Law Firm’s office in
Washington, D.C. (address below)
within six months after the date the
refund payment was sent to the class
member.
According to the law firm, all
checks will expire after 90 days, so
class members must take particular
care to deposit their checks promptly
after they receive them.
Cohen further advised that
the court’s order provides
that all disputes regarding the
reimbursement of owner-operators
will be referred to a mediator
designated by the court. Any
disputes must be received in writing
by the Cullen Law Firm PLLC,
1101 30th Street NW, Suite 300,
Washington, DC 20007 within six
months after the date the refund
payment was sent to the class
member.
“We fought against a number
of similar taxes back in the 1980s
and 1990s, and the states lost in
every one of those cases,” said
OOIDA President Jim Johnston.
“We were shocked that New York
even thought they could get away
with this. The amount for the New
York HUT decal is $19, which may
seem insignificant, but if other
states were to do the same thing, it
would be huge – collectively and in
administrative costs.”
For further details, visit
NYTruckTaxRefunds.com. LL
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Mexican crossborder trucking:

Court rules
for the U.S. DOT
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

A federal court has ruled in favor of the
U.S. Department of Transportation regarding the
cross-border trucking program with Mexico. A
combined legal challenge by the Teamsters and
intervenor OOIDA was argued March 15 before the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. The
court announced the ruling June 29.
Congress originally ordered the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration to conduct a pilot
program before granting long-haul operating
authority to Mexican-domiciled carriers. In the
first legal showdown, before the pilot program
began, the D.C. Circuit rejected truckers’ challenge
to the lawfulness of the agency’s plan for the pilot
program. At that time, the D.C. Circuit ruled that
U.S. law permits Mexican truckers to use their
Mexican-issued CDLs for the pilot program.
In the latest challenge, the Teamsters and OOIDA
argued that the DOT pilot program’s meager
participation and results were inadequate. In San
Francisco in late June, the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Court denied the petitions for review of
the DOT’s order. The court held it did not have the
authority to make a decision about the sufficiency
of the agency’s pilot program.
The court also denied OOIDA’s argument that the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration lacked
statutory authority to issue permits for
U.S. long-haul operations to Mexico-domiciled
trucking companies whose drivers did not have
a U.S. CDL. The three-judge panel’s reason for
rejecting the argument was that the D.C. Circuit
court had already decided in the first challenge that
it was permissible, although that holding appeared
to be limited to the pilot program.
Meanwhile, another OOIDA cross-border suit was
argued May 2 in the Fifth Circuit appellate court
in New Orleans. That Circuit also decided that it
did not have the authority to hear a challenge to the
agency’s decision to grant permanent, nationwide,
operating authority to Mexico-domiciled motor
carriers. LL
Circle No. 35 on Response Card
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

LAND LINE 45

IN DEPTH

Deadly face-off

This Pilot Travel Center in Pacific, Mo., was the site of a
shooting on Feb. 15 that left one trucker dead. (Photo by Greg
Grisolano)

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A brief confrontation
at a Missouri truck stop
escalates into tragic
shooting
46 LAND LINE

A

51-year-old truck driver from
Kentucky opened the driver’s side
door of his Peterbilt as a fellow truck
driver approached. The other trucker, Bryan
Tackett, began yelling, and it took only a few
moments for the situation to escalate.
Less than a minute later, Tackett was
pleading for help as he lay chest-down on the
pavement with two gunshot wounds to the
stomach.
What happened exactly during the oneminute confrontation that led to the shooting
and, ultimately, Tackett’s death depends on
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

who you ask. Regardless, for truck
drivers, it’s a sobering reminder
that road rage, a push-and-shove, a
CB fight or a simple argument can
quickly turn deadly.
The trucker from Kentucky
fired three shots, two of which
struck Tackett, from a Raven Arms
.25-caliber
semiautomatic
pistol at
10:39 a.m. on
Feb. 15 at the
Pilot Travel
Center in
Pacific, Mo.
Tackett, 50,
Bryan Tackett was a truck
of Hamlin,
driver for about 25 years. He
died Feb. 15 in Pacific, Mo.,
W.Va., was
after sustaining two gunshot
pronounced
wounds to the abdomen.
dead at Mercy
Hospital in
Washington, Mo., less than an hour
after the shooting.
“I just shot a man for beating me,”
the shooter told a 911 dispatcher
shortly after the incident. “He was
at the fuel island, and he came up
and started beating me in the face. I
don’t know why.
“He came up to the truck and
went to cussing. I was just trying
to get fuel, and he grabbed me and
went to beating on me.”
Tackett wasn’t armed, and the
two witnesses at the scene provided
different accounts to police. The
shooter claimed self-defense, and
the Franklin County Prosecuting
Attorney’s Office didn’t pursue
charges. The case is closed.

It started as a
typical morning
By all accounts, it appeared to be a
typical morning in Bryan Tackett’s
life. A truck driver for 25 years,
Tackett picked up a load of Red
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Gold tomato ketchup in Alexandria,
Ind., to be delivered in Midwest
City, Okla. At about 8 a.m., he
spoke on the phone to his brother,
Jeff Tackett, who worked for the
same Springfield, Mo., trucking
company.
“I was in Texas that morning, and
Bryan called me,” Jeff Tackett said.
“We’d always talk about where we
were going that day. It was the usual
chit-chat.
“It seemed like a normal day. It
was just Bryan being Bryan. We
were just shooting the breeze like
brothers do.”
At 9:35 a.m., Bryan Tackett
stopped at a Pilot Travel Center off
Interstate 55 in Troy, Ill., which is
about 58 miles from Pacific, Mo.,
and bought a hot dog, a cup of
coffee, and a roll of Bounty paper
towels. Tackett didn’t get fuel in
Troy, but he made plans with his
dispatcher to do so at the company
terminal in Strafford, Mo.
The truck driver from Kentucky
was headed toward Fort Smith, Ark.,
and he told police that he stopped
that morning for fuel in East St.
Louis, which is about 40 miles from
Pacific.
The reason both truck drivers
exited off I-44 and parked at the
Pilot fuel island in Pacific so soon
after their previous stops isn’t
completely clear.
During a police interview, the
shooter told Det. Jeremy Lynn
that he stopped in Pacific because
he forgot to purchase a can of
Copenhagen chewing tobacco.
He also told police that he always
kept his .25 pistol in his pocket as
protection.
The shooter said he had never
previously met Tackett and didn’t
know why he was upset. The
argument at the fuel island started
with the truck driver from Kentucky

still in the truck but with the door
open.
“I (was) getting (my) coat on and
getting out when (Tackett) came in
front of (my) truck and starts yelling
at me,” the shooter wrote in his
voluntary statement.
He told police Tackett was cussing
at him and saying things about his
mother. The shooter is 5-foot-6 and
210 pounds. Tackett was 5-11 and
215 pounds.
“(Tackett said) he was going to
kick my ass. I told him to go away,”
the shooter said.
“Apparently somebody cussed
him out on the interstate, so he
come in looking to fight.”
He then said that he started to get
out of the cab of his truck to go into
the Pilot to buy some Copenhagen,
because he said he thought Tackett
was leaving.
“I come down out of the truck,
shut the door, turn around,” the
shooter told police. “He comes back
at me. (He said) I ought to stomp
your ass. I said, ‘you know, the best
thing you can do is leave me alone
before you get hurt.’
“Anyway, he lunged at me. … I
mean he grabbed ahold of me.”
Det. Lynn followed by asking the
shooter exactly how Tackett grabbed
him.
“I don’t honestly know. I know he
was knocking me back. He hit me in
the chest. I don’t know if it was with
his head or his hand.”
Det. Lynn checked to see if the
shooter had any marks or injuries
from the altercation and determined
that his skin was red but that there
weren’t any obvious marks.
“So he hit you somehow in the
chest?” Det. Lynn then asked.
“Well, he had ahold of me,” the
shooter responded. “I mean, he
didn’t hit. I’m saying he didn’t
Continued on Page 48
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throw nothing. He …”
Det. Lynn interrupted, asking
exactly where Tackett had grabbed
ahold of him.
Although the shooter said he
wasn’t sure where Tackett grabbed
him, he told the detective that he
was being forced back against
the concrete barrier blocking the
pump at the end of the fuel island
when he reached for the gun in his
pocket.
“He had ahold of me is all I
know,” he said. “I don’t want to
lie to you. I don’t know … He was
making me go back down. He said,
‘I’m going to whoop your ass.’ I
said, ‘No sir, you’re not going to
hurt me.’ And that’s when I shot
him.”

Witnesses provide
their accounts
After the shots were fired, the
shooter stood over Tackett’s
body for several seconds before
re-entering the cab of his truck and
driving away from the fuel island.
The shooter drove off, but
he didn’t leave the truck stop
grounds. He called 911 and told the
dispatcher that Tackett had been
“beating (him) in the face” while
he was “trying to get fuel.” When
he later talked to police, he said
no punches were thrown and that
he was at the truck stop just to get
Copenhagen.
Samuel Cusmano, a 51-yearold truck driver from Eastpointe,
Mich., who was parked next to the
shooter’s truck and was washing
his own truck’s windows during
the altercation, told police that both
men were yelling at each other.
Cusmano said he wasn’t sure what
the two men were arguing about.
“(Tackett) said, ‘Come out of
the truck and say that to me down
here,’” Cusmano told Land Line.
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“I just shot a man for beating me. He
was at the fuel island, and he came up
and started beating me in the face. I
don’t know why.”
– the shooter told a 911 dispatcher shortly after the shooting.
“Then the next thing you know,
the shooter got out of the truck.
They were standing face to face,
and he pulled the gun out and shot
(Tackett) twice in the gut.”
Cusmano told police that
he never saw the physical
confrontation between the two
drivers. However, surveillance
video from the Pilot Travel Center
indicated there was a brief struggle
between the shooter and Tackett.
The video was taken from across
the parking lot, however, and few
details are able to be determined.
The Kentucky trucker fired three
shots. Two hit Tackett, and the
other struck a lug nut cover on the
wheel of a truck.
Desmond Talley, a 26-year-old
from Houston, was walking up the
stairs from the Pilot Travel Center
and walking toward the fuel island
about 75 yards away when he
first heard the shooter and Tackett
arguing.
“I stopped at the top (of the
stairs) to watch, and I saw the guy
who got shot standing outside a big
red truck saying ‘Get your bad ass
out of the truck. Come on, let’s go.’
The driver got out, and (Tackett)
grabbed the driver by the neck,”
Talley wrote in his voluntary
statement to police. “Then I heard
three shots and then (Tackett) fell,
and the driver stood over him and
said something. Then he got in his
truck and drove off.”
Throughout the interview with

police, the shooter maintained
that the only reason he stopped
at the truck stop in Pacific was
because he forgot to buy chewing
tobacco at his previous stop in
East St. Louis, and that he had no
interaction with Tackett out on the
highway.
“I don’t know if somebody made
him mad. I don’t know if he didn’t
like the way I combed my hair this
morning,” he said. “I don’t know,
mister.”
Capt. Don Locke of the Pacific
Police Department said given the
evidence at hand, police had to
assume that the argument started at
the truck stop.
During the police interview, the
shooter told police he wasn’t using
his CB and wasn’t involved in any
incidents on the highway.
“I mean, I didn’t run anybody
off the road, because I’d just come
off the interstate … hadn’t had
any problems,” he told Det. Lynn.
“So you know, I don’t know (why
Tackett was upset). I listen to the
Sirius satellite radio. You can go
to that truck right now. The CB’s
turned off, and the music radio is
turned on.
“The jabbering, the carrying
on, the talking about each other’s
wives and kids, I’m not in to the
rest of that … You know, they call
them (CB) Rambos, everybody’s
going to whoop everybody’s butt
and everything.”
In the end, police were left
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WhoÕs who
with two witnesses other than
the shooter, one saying Tackett
attacked the shooter and the other
saying he didn’t see an attack. The
shooter was released soon after
the incident. Pacific Police filed
an application to the prosecuting
attorney for charges of felony firstdegree assault and felony unlawful
use of a weapon. The Franklin
County Prosecutor’s Office did not
pursue charges.
Franklin County Prosecutor
Robert Parks declined several
interview requests with Land Line,
but told the Washington Missourian
newspaper in an article on Feb. 17
that the incident was a case of selfdefense. The same article reported
that police said the altercation may
have begun on I-44.
“There was video from the truck
stop and a witness who verified the
shooter’s statement that (Tackett)
came up and pushed him, and he
defended himself,” Parks told The
Missourian.
Locke said it was only the second
case in his 10 years with the Pacific
Police that had been determined to
be self-defense.

Tussle turns tragic
Jeff Tackett, who has been a truck
driver for about 30 years, said Bryan
got into the business after seeing
his pay stubs from the 1980s. A
little more than two years ago, Jeff
convinced Bryan to work for the
same company and told him that
he could move in with him and his
wife, Debra. Bryan didn’t have any
children and never married.
“It was always me and Bryan,”
Jeff Tackett said. “We were going to
truck until we died.
“He was a great guy. He’d help
anybody. He’d give you the shirt off
his back if he thought it would help
you.”
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Bryan Tackett was a truck driver
for about 25 years. The 50-year-old
lived in Hamlin, W.Va., and worked
for a trucking company based out
of Springfield, Mo. He was killed
Feb. 15 by gunshots fired during
a confrontation at the Pilot Travel
Center in Pacific, Mo.
The shooter is a truck driver
from Kentucky. He struck Bryan
Tackett with two shots fired from his
.25-caliber pistol after a confrontation
between the two truckers. He stated
the incident was self-defense and
was later released by Pacific Police.
Jeff Tackett is the brother of
Bryan Tackett. The brothers, who
both worked as truck drivers, lived
together along with Jeff’s wife,
Debra, in West Virginia.

“There was video
from the truck stop
and a witness who
verified the shooter’s
statement that
(Tackett) came up and
pushed him, and he
defended himself.”
– Robert Parks told The Missourian

Jeff Tackett contacted Land Line
after he read Parks’ statement to The
Missourian online that referenced
Tackett pushing the shooter.
“I’m sure Bryan got out and
thought they were going to tussle a
little bit, roll around on the ground,
and then get up and walk away,” Jeff
said.
“We all have our faults. I get mad

Det. Jeremy Lynn, a member
of the Pacific Police Department,
interviewed the shooter following the
shooting.
Samuel Cusmano is a truck driver
who was washing his windows in the
fuel island next to the shooter’s truck
when the shooting took place.
Desmond Talley witnessed the
shooting at the Pilot while standing
at the top of the steps looking
toward the fuel island.
Robert Parks is the Franklin
County Prosecutor.
Capt. Don Locke, of the Pacific
Police Department, responded to the
shooting on Feb. 15.

at traffic. Everybody does. And, yes,
people get on the CB and talk their
stupidity, but to die over it? For a
push? That’s a high price for a push,
ain’t it?”
The shooter declined the
opportunity to tell his story to Land
Line.
“I don’t really feel comfortable
talking about it,” he said. “It was an
unfortunate incident. I have nothing
bad to say about him. It was just a
bad deal.”
Capt. Locke said these types of
cases are difficult for everyone
involved.
“I feel terrible for both families
involved. … I hope they’re doing
well.” LL

Editor’s note: Land Line Magazine
did not identify the shooter because
he was not charged in the incident
by the Franklin County Prosecuting
Attorney’s Office.
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Hauling nostalgia
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

M

ovin’ On and B.J. and the Bear are two of the
most iconic trucking television shows of all-time.
And OOIDA Life Member Craig Sagehorn and
his son, Paul Sagehorn, own original trucks from each of
the television classics.
The Sagehorns, from Sparta, Wis., possess a 1974
Kenworth W925A and a 1980 Kenworth K100 Aerodyne.
The classic trucks were used on the respective shows,
and both were featured at the American Truck Historical
Society’s national convention in May at the Iowa State
Fairgrounds in Des Moines. Greg Evigan, who portrayed
trucker B.J. McKay on the TV series B.J. and the Bear,
attended the show to meet fans, take pictures, and sign
autographs.
For the Sagehorns, buying and restoring the vintage
trucks is a way of recapturing the good ol’ days of
trucking from the 1970s and early 1980s.
“Ninety percent of the time someone comes up to me
to talk about the truck, they tell me that the show is why
they became a truck driver,” said Craig Sagehorn, who
often hauls produce in the 1980 Kenworth that was used
on the final season of NBC’s B.J. and the Bear (197981). “They’re usually in their 40s, and they say that’s the
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main reason. That was the culture of the time. CB radios,
Kris Kristofferson and trucking songs – people loved that
stuff. They still do.”
Evigan, who is also known for such television sitcoms
as My Two Dads, also is often told that B.J. and the Bear
helped influence drivers to enter the trucking industry.
“A few people told me that today,” Evigan said. “My
favorite one is when I was on a trip with my son in
Washington. It was getting late and the sun was going
down, so we pulled into a campsite. All of a sudden, this
big, burly guy steps out of a booth and walks toward us.
I wondered what we did wrong. He says, ‘I drove a truck
20 years because of you.’
“It was a compliment, because I know how many
people were inspired by the show.”
Paul Sagehorn said drivers often ask him to stop and
take photos when he’s driving the 1974 Kenworth that
was used on NBC’s Movin’ On, which aired from 197476 and starred Claude Akins as old-time independent
trucker Sonny Pruitt.
“Usually, it’s got to do with nostalgia and memories,”
Paul Sagehorn said. “They appreciate that we saved these
trucks and that we restored them.”
Paul Sagehorn purchased the green 1974 Kenworth in
2006. He said it is one of at least four of the trucks used
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017
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Father and son restore trucks
from classic TV shows

OOIDA Life Member Craig Sagehorn and his son, Paul Sagehorn,
purchased one of the original trucks from the TV show Movin’ On
(pictured), as well as the TV series B.J. and the Bear.

TV star Greg Evigan, who starred as B.J. McKay on B.J. and the
Bear, signs autographs at the American Truck Historical Society
national convention in Des Moines this past May.

The Sagehorns purchased the 1980 Kenworth used in the 1981 season
of B.J. and the Bear in 2007.

on the TV series. The father and son team said they sanded
the truck down and painted it as part of the restoration.
“We tried to get it back to screen condition,” Paul said.
After turning a 1984 Kenworth into a B.J. and the Bear
replica truck in 1999, the Sagehorns bought the real thing
in 2007.
Paul said the truck had been sitting parked because of

engine trouble.
“It was in pretty rough shape,” he said. “We needed to
completely redo it. We restored it to its original look.”
Hundreds of fans of the TV shows lined up at the ATHS
convention to get a good look at the trucks and retrieve the
memories of their youth.
“The reception we get is always positive,” Paul said. LL
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SHOOTINÕ THE BREEZE

Former NFL player possesses
passions for farming, 18-wheelers
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A single story can reveal a lot about a person. In the case
of former NFL player Joe Dean Davenport, one anecdote
may describe the personality of the OOIDA member better
than any other.
A tight end for the NCAA Division I University of
Arkansas football team in the late 1990s, Davenport often
hurried to the family farm in Tontitown, Ark., as soon as
practice ended so that he could work in the hay field until
dark.
“Everyone thought I was crazy, but it had to be done,”
Davenport said.
Even after a successful career as a two-sport athlete
in football and basketball with the Razorbacks and
three seasons as a tight end with the Indianapolis Colts,
Davenport’s philosophy on life hasn’t changed.

“When I was a kid, I’d go to cattle auctions
with my dad. I had no interest in listening
to the auctioneers, so I’d go walk around
in the parking lot and look at the Peterbilts.
I was always fascinated by 18-wheelers.”
Ð OOIDA Member and former NFL tight end Joe Dean Davenport

He now owns about 200 acres and runs a cattle
operation in Northwest Arkansas. He also holds a
commercial driver’s license and owns a 1985 Peterbilt 357
for farm use.
Yep. He’s your typical rancher.
“People think since I played in the NFL, I should have
millions and millions of dollars,” Davenport said. “That’s
not how it works.
“This morning, I got up real early and started driving
around the field to check out the cows.”
Through farming, Davenport became infatuated with
heavy-duty trucks.
“When I was a kid, I’d go to cattle auctions with my
dad. I had no interest in listening to the auctioneers, so
I’d go walk around in the parking lot and look at the
Peterbilts. I was always fascinated by 18-wheelers.”
That fascination continues today. Davenport entered his
Peterbilt at the 2017 Shell Rotella SuperRigs in Tulsa,
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OOIDA Member Joe Dean Davenport, who recently placed fifth in the
classic division with his 1985 Peterbilt 359 at Shell Rotella SuperRigs
in Tulsa, Okla., played tight end for the Arkansas Razorbacks and the
NFL’s Indianapolis Colts. (Submitted)

Okla., and placed fifth in the
show’s classic division.
“I like the trucks that are
real work trucks,” he said.
“I worked the cows that
morning and didn’t have
time to wash out the trailer. I
wound up taking fifth.”
As you learn more about
Davenport, it’s no surprise
that football wasn’t his
greatest passion as a child.
Joe Dean Davenport earned
He spent more time working second-team All-SEC honors for
the Arkansas Razorbacks in 1999.
and playing outside than
(University of Arkansas)
he did watching football on
television.
“I didn’t start playing football until I was in the seventh
grade,” he said. “I just started playing to do something,
and I guess I got good at it.”
It didn’t take long for Davenport to adapt to the new
game. He said two-a-day practices weren’t a problem for
him, because he was used to working in the hot sun on the
farm.
At Springdale (Ark.) High School, Davenport developed
into an all-state performer in football and basketball. As a
senior, he started playing tight end for the first time after
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Joe Dean Davenport, who previously played in college football for the
Arkansas Razorbacks and for the Indianapolis Colts, is now racking up truck
show trophies like this one from SuperRigs presented by Dave Waterman.
(Courtesy of Shell Rotella)

previously excelling as a defensive end.
He received scholarship offers from such schools as
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Oklahoma State and Michigan.
Davenport chose the Razorbacks, in part, so that he could
be close to home and continue to work on the farm.
At Arkansas, Davenport earned All-SEC second-team
honors as a senior in 1999. He also received the team’s
Jim Wellons Dedication Award and played in the 1999
Senior Bowl. The Razorbacks compiled a 17-7 record over
Davenport’s junior and senior seasons and advanced to the
Citrus Bowl and Cotton Bowl, respectively.
Davenport wasn’t selected in the 2000 NFL draft, but
signed as a free agent with the San Francisco 49ers. After
it didn’t work out in San Francisco, he caught on with the

Indianapolis Colts and played three seasons.
Known more as a blocking tight end and as a
contributor on special teams, Davenport played in 29
games for the Colts during 2001-03, helping Indianapolis
reach the AFC Championship in 2003. He finished his
career with 11 receptions for 93 yards.
But when Davenport did catch passes, he did so from
one of the game’s all-time best quarterbacks in Peyton
Manning.
“In my book, Peyton Manning is the greatest
quarterback of our era,” Davenport said. “As far as a
leader and a field general, he’s as good as they come. He
didn’t have the strongest arm and couldn’t fire the ball
through two or three brick walls like some guys, but he
threw it in your bread basket every time.”
Fitting for Davenport’s no-frills persona, however, his
favorite NFL moment wasn’t one of his catches from
Manning. Instead, it was a block.
Trailing the defending Super Bowl champion Tampa
Bay Buccaneers 35-14 with less than five minutes to play
during a regular-season game in 2003, Davenport delivered
a block on special teams that helped teammate Brad Pyatt
break loose for a 90-yard kick return.
The Colts went on to win 38-35 in overtime.
“That kick return started the whole comeback,”
Davenport said.
Now with his football career in the rearview mirror, he is
happy to spend time with his family and as a farmer.
“I wouldn’t trade it for anything in the world,”
Davenport said. “Football provided me with a lot of
things it takes people a lifetime to accumulate. I’m very
fortunate.” LL
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Tony Justice’s Stars,
Stripes album hits stores
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Tony Justice’s new album, Stars, Stripes and White
Lines, started making its way to TA & Petro truck stops
across the nation in late June.
Fans of the country musician and OOIDA member
showed their excitement by posting photos on Facebook
of their newly purchased album on June 29. The CD
later made it to Pilot Flying J truck stops.
The Stars, Stripes and White Lines album follows
such previous works as Brothers of the Highway, On the
Road, and Apple Pie Moonshine.
Justice, a full-time truck driver, said the new album
includes a mix of truckin’ songs, as well as patriotic
tunes.

“I don’t know if we’ve performed that
without getting a standing ovation.
The audience response for that song
is unlike any other song I’ve written.
It’s pretty amazing.”
– OOIDA Member and country singer Tony Justice
“Stars, Stripes and White Lines,” which was inspired
by the Hiring Our Heroes program to help military
veterans transition into the trucking industry, is a
featured track.
Justice said he appreciates the response to the song at
live shows.
“I don’t know if we’ve performed that without
getting a standing ovation,” Justice said. “The audience
response for that song is unlike any other song I’ve
written. It’s pretty amazing.”
Another one of Justice’s favorite tunes on the 14-track
CD is “The Day Merle Haggard Died.”
“We have a tribute to Merle Haggard, my all-time
biggest hero in the music world,” Justice said. “The
song is about me trucking when I heard the news about
him dying. I’m really proud of that song.
“Merle Haggard’s music was blue collar. The working
man could relate to it, and it always resonated with me.”
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Tony Justice’s latest album, Stars, Stripes and White Lines, hit the shelves at
TA & Petro truck stops nationwide in late June. Justice is a truck driver and a
member of OOIDA. (Photo courtesy of Tony Justice)

Among the other featured songs are “Live, Laugh,
Love, and Dance,” which was co-written by Tony’s wife
and jack-of-all-trades Misty Justice, and “Praying the
Dust Off My Knees,” which was the final song written
by Kim Williams.
Williams, who died in 2016, contributed to such
songs as Garth Brooks’ “Ain’t Goin’ Down Till the Sun
Comes Up,” “Papa Loved Mama,” and “She’s Gonna
Make It.”
He entered the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame in
2012.
“‘Praying the Dust Off My Knees’ was the last song
that Kim Williams wrote before his passing,” Justice
said. “To write his last song with him is what I call the
most unfortunate honor anybody could have.”
Songs like “Live, Laugh, Love, and Dance” add a
personal element to Stars, Stripes.
“There’s a little more personality in this album,”
Justice said. “It’s got a few more slow songs than I’ve
put on my albums in the past. I think it’s a bit more
personal.”
Justice’s fun side shows with “Elvis Was a Truck
Driver, Too,” and “Roll On, Big Mama,” a cover of a
Joe Stampley truck driving classic.
“It turned out awesome,” Justice said of “Roll On.”
“It’s a fun song that makes you want to get in the
hammer lane and get down the road.”
The digital album release will be Sept. 1. Autographed
copies of the album and other merchandise can be
purchased through the Tony Justice Music website. LL
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Something old, something new,
and a whole lotta red, white and blue
Years in the making, the ultimate
collection of Evel Knievel
artifacts and memorabilia have
found a permanent home in a
Topeka, Kan., museum, with
the cornerstone the impeccably
restored “Big Red” Mack truck
and custom trailer.
By David Tanner, special to Land Line

A
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An Evel Knievel motorcycle tank painted by legendary graphic artist George Sedlak, who was
brought back to help complete the restoration of the “Big Red” truck and trailer that now reside
permanently at the Evel Knievel Museum in Topeka, Kan.

Above: This early 1970s photo displayed
in the museum shows Evel Knievel and
crew member Lee Ratliff, one of the main
drivers of “Big Red.” The first “Big Red”
was a Kenworth, later replaced by the
Mack that now has a permanent home
inside the museum.

Photos by David Tanner

brick-and-mortar wing of
a historic Harley-Davidson
dealership in Topeka, Kan.,
is not just a place for Evel Knievel’s
legacy to be commemorated and
celebrated. It’s a manifestation of
a dream for a whole cast of family
members, collectors, super fans and,
yes, truck drivers.
Prior to the museum’s grand
opening in late June, there was
no official repository for Knievel
artifacts and memorabilia. That was
until super fan and collector Lathan
McKay, attorney and backer Jim
Caplinger, and a man named Mike
Patterson, owner of Topeka Historic
Harley-Davidson, formed their dream
team to compile, restore and display a
treasure trove of motorcycles, ramps,
helmets, riding leathers and personal
belongings in the quintessential
collection.
The museum itself might not exist
if it were not for an iconic Mack
truck.
Patterson, a lifelong Topeka
resident and third-generation owner
of the historic Harley dealership,
took an incredible leap of faith by
agreeing to restore Knievel’s Mack
and custom trailer after they were
discovered rotting in a field near
Clearwater, Fla.
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Holy moly! Interior of “Big Red”

The legendary Robbie Knievel, world-record holder
and son of American icon Evel Knievel, greets fans
during the VIP grand opening of the Evel Knievel
Museum in Topeka, Kan.

Mike Draper, cool under pressure behind the
wheel of “Big Red” in the early 1970s.

Meet Evel Knievel’s truck drivers. From left, Mike Draper, John Hood and Lee Ratliff not only piloted “Big
Red” for Evel Knievel in the 1970s, they sometimes had to bend the rules to get there on time, every time.
These dedicated men received thunderous applause when introduced during the VIP grand opening of
the Evel Knievel Museum in Topeka, Kan.

Red carpet treatment at the grand opening of the Evel Knievel Museum featured family, crew
members, memorabilia collectors, and those who made the museum possible in Topeka, Kan.

“We don’t normally do trucks; we
do motorcycles. But when we heard
about this opportunity, we just decided
we were going to figure out how to
do trucks,” Patterson said. “During
the restoration, we started working
with Lathan and all of his artifacts,
and in conversations we thought this
really needs to land somewhere. We
decided that we needed to build the
Evel Knievel Museum right here in the
middle of the country.”
Massive, simultaneous undertakings
commenced to build and restore.

Approximately 90 people and
businesses contributed to the truck
alone, jumping at the chance to be part
of the Knievel story going forward.
Knievel burst onto the scene in the
late 1960s after jumping the fountain
at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas on a
Triumph motorcycle – and crashing
super hard. A film-loop of the crash is
just one of the many depictions of the
attempts, failures and “pick yourself
back up” successes displayed in the
museum to tell the Knievel story.
“How do you follow Evel Knievel?”
Continued on Page 60

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

LAND LINE 59

VEGAS LAYOVER . . . IN KANSAS
From Page 59

bellowed Louis “Rocket” Re, one of the emcees tapped
for the VIP grand opening ceremony on June 30. Standing
ovations ensued for guests of honor Robbie Knievel,
himself a living legend daredevil; Evel’s daughter Tracey
Knievel McCloud, who brought the 150 assembled guests
to tears with her heartfelt gratitude for the museum; and
Evel’s wife Krystal Kennedy Knievel, recently remarried.
Ten surviving members of Knievel’s crew were also
given the red-carpet treatment, some of them meeting for
the first time. Among them was a small fraternity of three
men who can lay claim to the title of Evel Knievel’s truck
drivers.
Lee Ratliff, John Hood and Mike Draper are proud
men, knowledgeable about the equipment they hauled
in “Big Red” – the original Kenworth cab and the now
immaculately restored Mack FL700L that replaced it.
They are not seekers of the limelight like their former
boss, but grand-opening weekend was as much for them
as for anyone and the guests let them know it. The three
former drivers stood next to “Big Red” for the first time in
a long time, trading memories.
“To come back and see all that stuff, it brings back
memories,” says Draper. “People see a lot of pictures, but
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to see the truck and the things that we did … wow, it just
blows you away.”
Ratliff is a storyteller. He’s got tales of traversing
Lookout Pass on foggy nights and occasionally having
to outsmart a truck inspector at roadside. His anecdotes
are encapsulated within the exhibits, a testament to the
dedication of a crew that would not hesitate to bend a few
rules to make a deadline.
“It brings back my memory of driving it,” says Hood as
he runs his hand along the open door that proclaims “Evel
Knievel Enterprises” in a restored graphic done by George
Sedlak. “It’s great that it’s static, but the most beautiful
memory I have is of driving it, just for the pleasure of
driving it.”
The equipment inside the museum may be static, but the
basis for the dreams it will inspire is very much in motion.
“I mean, we’ve got incredible artifacts other than ‘Big
Red,’ but it’s kind of the cornerstone of the whole place,”
Patterson says. “For now in the distant future that we can
see, ‘Big Red’ will be here. It’s got a wall behind it so
we’re going to have to knock a wall down for it to get
out.”
Hood, a former mechanic now in his 80s, mused that he
might just have to come back after dark and “bust it out
of there.”
A man can dream, can’t he? LL
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OOIDA shares a sneak peek
of new tour trailer
OOIDA’s new Western Star 5700XE tour truck will
soon be paired with a brand-new trailer. Last year,
OOIDA commissioned the building of a new tour
trailer to replace the well-traveled old one. It’s not road
ready yet, but here’s a sneak peek of the new trailer
custom-built by Kentucky Trailer Co.
Although the transporter-type trailer is awaiting its
final touches, images of the unfinished project reveal
how impressive and practical it is going to be. It’s a
perfect match for the white with brushed metallic blue
“Spirit of the American Trucker” rig.
This beauty is going to look better when she’s fully
“clothed,” so stay tuned for updates. LL
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Above: Practical features
include easy entry, sun
awning and more. Watch
for it on a highway near
you. Hint: It’ll be more
than just a silver trailer.
Left: With the outside
still needing some neat
graphics, the inside is
ready to load up. The
Spirit’s new trailer will be
more spacious and include
more cool stuff.

OOIDA Marketing Director Mike Schermoly has the new wrap
design under…uhhh…wraps, but expects the Spirit will make its
debut soon.
Circle No. 95 on Response Card
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‘Boss Man’ expects continued
growth for GBATS 2017
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

The Guilty By Association Truck Show has grown larger
than the organizer, Bryan Martin, ever expected.
During the show’s inaugural year in 2009, Martin said
about 38 trucks were in attendance in Joplin, Mo. Last
year, the number of trucks grew to 504. For the ninth
annual GBATS on Sept. 22-23 in Joplin, Martin said he’s
anticipating a turnout of about 550-600 big rigs.
“I never thought we could grow to this level and
develop the kind of following we have this quickly,” said
Martin, who owns 4 State Trucks in Joplin. “It’s heading
to be one of the larger trucking-type events. It’s a truck
show. It’s not a trade show. It’s not a trade and exhibit
show. It’s a truck show. It’s a place where you can bring
your buddies, your dad, your granddad, and your family.
It’s really developed a life of its own.”
The show has grown large enough that the registration
tent has been moved about a quarter-mile away.

Land Line Now Host Mark Reddig interviews Guilty By Association
Truck Show organizer Bryan Martin during the 2016 event in Joplin, Mo.
(Photo by Barry Spillman)

“We’ve moved the registration tent off-site, because
we’ve been blessed with more than 500 trucks coming
out,” Martin said. “Once we get everyone here at our
facility, we don’t have room to move. It becomes a
gridlock situation, so we’ve moved the registration about
a quarter-mile away at South East Frontage Road off
Exit 4.”

Circle No. 85 on Response Card
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The registration lot will include a food truck, a courtesy
tent with free bottled water, portable restrooms, truck
washes, and metal polishing services.
Among the main events for Friday, Sept. 22, are the big
rig burnouts at noon, the second annual swap meet from
noon to 5 p.m., a guided shop tour at 3 p.m., the Larry
H. Martin Memorial Award Presentation at 6:40 p.m., the
Timberworks Lumberjack show at 7 p.m., a semi-truck
and tractor pull at 7:15 p.m., and fireworks at 10 p.m. The
Lucas Motor Sports Truck and Tractor Pull is sponsored
by the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association.
The Timberworks Lumberjack show is new to GBATS
and will also be featured on Saturday night in downtown
Joplin.
“These are professional lumberjacks from Wisconsin,”
Martin said. “We’re going to have a live lumberjack
competition on Friday night to kick off the truck and
tractor pull. They’re going to do the hot chainsaw
competition, the tree climb, the ax chop competition,
the big cross-cut saw where they pull the saw back and
forth, and they’re going to do a carving competition with
a chainsaw. The Timberworks folks also agreed to do a
logrolling competition Saturday night.”
Other featured events on Saturday, Sept. 23, include
the big rig burnouts at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., the kids’ pedal
tractor pull at noon, the swap meet from noon-5 p.m., the
truck show awards presentation at 4 p.m., and the Special
Olympics Convoy auction at 4:15 p.m.
The convoy, which generates money for Special
Olympics of Southwest Missouri, leaves for downtown
Joplin at 6 p.m. The night will conclude with a concert
from country musician Rich McCready and the
lumberjack competition.
“The crown jewel of the event is the Special Olympics
Convoy,” Martin said. “It’s very impressive to see what
all these truckers do by teaming up for one weekend.
Last year, we raised right about $110,000 for Special
Olympics in two short days.”
A full schedule of events can be found at
ChromeShopMafia.com or on the new GBATS 2017
phone application.
“Anything and everything you need to know regarding
the show is right there on your phone to where you don’t
necessarily have to call or find a laptop and go to our
website,” Martin said. “The app will also provide realtime show updates over the weekend.”
There is no cost for a truck driver to enter his or her
truck.
“We haven’t focused on making it highly competitive,”
Martin said. “It’s a no-stress show. It’s literally a wash
and park. It makes it more of a relaxed, interactive, fun
get-together with thousands of truckers.” LL
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Who is causing the crashes?
FMCSA’s own data suggests it’s four-wheelers
many fatal crashes resulted from
faulty equipment? For truckers, only
6 percent of fatal crashes involved
vehicle-related factors, such as tires,
brake system, etc. Four-wheelers have
even less of an excuse. Only 3 percent
of passenger vehicle fatal crashes
reported vehicle-related factors.
A common gripe with local
lawmakers is trucks parking on the
side of the road. Approximately
5 percent of the fatal truck crashes
involved a parked big rig.

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

T

he Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration has released its
Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts for
2015. Here’s a breakdown of some of
the most relevant findings for truck
drivers.

Crash causes
Although who was at fault is nowhere
to be found, FMCSA compiled stats
that give us a look at what happened
before and during the crashes.
The initial point of impact of the
truck was in the front in more than
half of fatal truck crashes, followed
by the rear at 20 percent, left side at
10.2 percent, and the right side at
6.2 percent. Considering the lower
rate of right-side crashes, it is possible
that more crashes occur as a result of
passenger vehicles passing trucks on
the left side.
Perhaps the most revealing stat
is comparing driver-related factors.
When a truck rear-ends a passenger
vehicle, both the trucker and car
driver recorded driver-related factors
62.8 percent of the time. However,
64 LAND LINE

when a passenger vehicle rear-ends
a truck, only 28.4 percent of truckers
reported driver-related factors. The
driver of the car? More than
90 percent had driver-related factors
recorded.
Approximately two-thirds of
fatal truck crashes reported another
vehicle’s encroachment into a
trucker’s lane or other vehicle in the
truck’s lane as a “critical pre-crash
event.” Only 21 percent of crashes
involved a trucker losing control of
the truck’s movement – e.g., crossing
intersection, turning left or right, etc.
Although fault is not determined,
an argument can be made that
passenger vehicles are the cause of
these crashes, not large trucks, when
looking at driver-related factors.
In fact, two-thirds of all fatal truck
crashes reported no driver-related
factors for the trucker. Narrowed
down to distracted drivers, 94 percent
of fatal truck crashes found the trucker
was not distracted. Conversely, more
than half (57 percent) of truck-car
crashes found driver-related factors
among the passenger vehicle drivers.
What about the vehicle itself? How

More than half of fatal crashes
involving trucks occurred at speeds
between 50 and 65 mph. Less than
20 percent of fatal truck crashes were
at speeds of 70-75 mph.
More than 60 percent of fatal
crashes were in rural areas, 36 percent
in urban areas, and the remaining
unknown. This should not be too
surprising as most of the nation is
rural, with pockets of urban centers.
Also no surprise is when these
fatal crashes were occurring. The
vast majority of crashes happened
during the day from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Split up in three-hour intervals, each
time category within that time frame
had approximately the same rate of
crashes. Regarding days, the story was
pretty much the same. Most crashes
happened Monday through Friday.
No one day or time had significantly
more crashes than the other.
Although common wisdom tells
people that weather is a major factor
on the roadways, FMCSA’s crash stats
suggest road conditions are not as big
as a factor as one might think. More
than 86 percent of fatal truck crashes
occurred on a clear or cloudy day,
with 82.5 percent on dry roads. Rain,
snow and ice were prevalent in only a
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017
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Time, speed and location

More than half (57 percent) of truck-car
crashes found driver-related factors among
the passenger vehicle drivers.

small percentage of crashes.
Per 1 million people, in which
states are more fatal crashes
occurring? By a large margin, North
Dakota leads all states at 48.88
fatal crashes per 1 million people,
followed by Wyoming at 37.54.
States with the lowest rates include
Rhode Island (0.95) and Alaska
(1.35).

Fatal crashes
Fatal crashes involving large trucks
went up 5 percent in 2015 compared
to the previous year to 3,598. Over a
five-year period, crashes were up
10 percent. However, crashes were
down 21 percent over a 10-year
period. The all-time high was in
1979 when there were 5,684 fatal
truck crashes.
Compared to passenger vehicles,
trucks fared slightly better. Fatal
crashes with passenger vehicles
increased by 7 percent in 2015, and
also increased over five years and
decreased over 10.
Across all motor vehicles,
Americans drove nearly 4 trillion
miles in 2015, an all-time high.
Since records began in 1975,
mileage has consistently increased
year by year. Fatal truck crashes per
100 million vehicle miles traveled
(VMT) was up slightly to 1.29.
Regarding the number of trucks, the
rate moved up to 1.45.
Passenger vehicle crashes per
100 million VMT was similar at
1.01 crashes and 1.37 vehicles.
From 1975 to 2006, large trucks
were involved in more fatal crashes
per 100 million VMT. However,
from 2007 to 2010, more passenger
vehicles were involved. In 2014

and 2015, the rate between the two
vehicle types was close to the same.
Truckers are driving more sober
than passenger vehicle drivers. Only
1.5 percent of fatal truck crashes
involved the trucker reporting
a blood alcohol content greater
than 0.08. However, 21 percent of
passenger vehicle drivers involved
in a fatal crash reported 0.08 or
greater BAC.
Which types of truck cargo
are involved in fatal crashes?
According to the stats, van trailers
(44.8 percent) led in type of cargo,
followed by flatbeds at 10.2 percent.
The ratio of dry vans to other trailer
types could be a factor. More than
half of crashes involved trucks less
than 10 years old.

Injuries
Injuries from truck crashes rose
by 1 percent to 83,000 in 2015, up
48 percent over five years and an
increase of 6 percent over a decade.
For passenger vehicles, the injuries
went up 4 percent to 1.652 million
injuries, an 11 percent increase over
five years and down nearly
6 percent over a decade.
Regarding the 100 million VMT
rate, 29.5 crashes involved a rate of
31.2 trucks. For passenger vehicles
the rate is more alarming. The rate
among passenger vehicles is 59.4
crashes involving an average of
107.3 cars.
Since injury records began in
1995, the passenger vehicle 100
million VMT rate for number of
vehicles involved in a fatal crash has
been significantly higher than the
truck rate, at times as much as three
times higher. LL
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FUEL EFFICIENCY

When it comes to fuel economy, a host of technology
advancements from aerodynamic cab and trailer
accessories to engine and tire components work together
to maximize efficiency as the truck is on the move. A
new cross-country challenge, backed by Sir Richard
Branson, aims to showcase how those components are
paying off in real-world operations.
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

S

even U.S. fleets have signed on
to have one of their trucks and
drivers participate in a first-of-its-kind
cross-country roadshow called “Run
on Less” to showcase advancements
in fuel efficiency. Sizes range from
US Xpress with 7,000 trucks to three
fleets with approximately 1,000
tractors to two midsize fleets and one
owner-operator.
That owner-operator is OOIDA
Senior Member Henry Albert,
Mooresville, N.C. –
a trucker well known
for fuel economy
accomplishments.
He’ll be driving
his regular 2018
Cascadia Aero X
Detroit DD15 400-hp
Henry Albert
engine, Detroit DT
12 AMT transmission. The Cascadia’s
Detroit rear axles are equipped with
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active lube management, and a 223inch wheelbase. Albert will be pulling
his 2008 Utility 53-foot 4000DX
dry van equipped with Fitzgerald
NoseCone, Fleet Engineers Aero
Classic sideskirts, Aero flats. Flow
Below wheel covers, Trailer Tail,
Michelin fuel-efficient wide-base
single tires join many other small
enhancements, such as moving
the trailer license plate out of the
airstream.
Albert won’t give away all of his
secrets for now, but says, “It should
be interesting.”
Albert Transport, along with
PepsiCo’s Frito-Lay division,
Hirschbach, Mesilla Valley
Transportation, Nussbaum
Transportation, Ploger Transportation,
and US Xpress will demonstrate
how Class 8 trucks can use different
technologies to achieve the best fuel
economy possible.
The fleets represent myriad

companies hauling goods across
North America, running dedicated
routes, some running only for-hire
irregular routes and others with a
combination of both.
These seven fleets haul a variety of
loads from light and heavy to dry and
refrigerated, and operate across most
of the U.S. and Canada. Each fleet
will fit its participating truck with its
own combination of commercially
available fuel-saving technologies,
proving that there is more than one
way to operate efficiently. They
are also selecting drivers who have
proven that their driving habits
contribute to high fuel efficiency.
According to Brent Nussbaum,
CEO of Nussbaum Transportation,
“We are most excited to join Run on
Less because we want to demonstrate
the success that can be achieved when
pairing a trained and educated driver
with the latest technologies in fuel
efficiency.”
Together these fleets reveal a road
map for others to lower fuel costs
and emissions from their equipment.
“Regardless of the price of a gallon
of diesel, fuel is one of our largest
expenses,” said Royal Jones, CEO
and president of Mesilla Valley
Transportation. “We have made
the investment in fuel-efficiency
technologies to bring our fuel costs
down as much as possible. Every
dollar we save in fuel costs goes right
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017
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Out to prove they can
ÔRun on LessÕ

“ This card
works for you.”
Ross
Roderick
Va.
Richmond,

Your OOIDA
membership card
gives you more than
90 discounts,
rebates and more.
It pays you back.

OOIDA Member Roderick Ross of Richmond, Va.,
says the DAT MembersEdge discount has provided him
great savings, helped in booking loads, and offered a
wealth of information. Find out what your card can do
for you by calling 800-444-5791.

Tires
Continental offers OOIDA members special pricing on
TrukFix Emergency Roadside Service, including nonemergency service and emergency roadside assistance.
Beneﬁts include 24/7 availability, no membership fees
(pay only when you need it), regulated/published tire and
service pricing program, and more.

Michelin offers OOIDA members National Account
pricing on new truck tires, retreads, passenger vehicle
tires, agricultural equipment tires and earthmoving
equipment tires. In addition, members gain access to
24/7/365 response from Michelin’s OnCall emergency
road service program.

© Nikolai Sorokin - Fotolia.com

MORE TIRE SAVINGS
Goodyear offers OOIDA members access to the
Goodyear Smart Fleet Program, which allows owneroperators and small ﬂeets national published prices
on tires, retreads and tire-related services, $50 rebate
per tire up to 10 tires, access to Goodyear Fleet HQ
24/7 roadside assistance program, and more.
Joining the program is free with current OOIDA member
number. Rebate offer expires Dec. 31, 2017.

Special Michelin tire
program membership
pricing on new tires, retreads
and tire-related services.

Bauer Built
Octagon Tire
Purcell Tire &
Service Center

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call the
OOIDA Membership Department at
800-444-5791 for details on these offers

August/September 2017

▲

OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

Truck & Trailer
Kenworth offers OOIDA members a
$1,000 rebate on the following models:
• T680 and T880 with a 52-inch or larger
sleeper
• T660, T800 and W900 gliders with a
72-inch or 86-inch sleeper
Both new stock and special order vehicles
qualify. Truck must be delivered by Dec.
31, 2017.

Freightliner Trucks offers OOIDA members a $1,000 rebate
on new 2017 and 2018 model year Freightliner New Cascadia,
Classic Cascadia and 122SD on-highway trucks. Trucks must
be delivered and warranty registered between Jan. 1, 2017,
and Dec. 31, 2017, and must be a qualifying new order or
Freightliner Trucks dealer stock unit.
Peterbilt offers OOIDA
members a $1,000 cash
rebate on the following
models: 579, 567 and 389
with a 72-inch, 78-inch or
80-inch sleeper. Take retail
delivery between Jan. 1, 2017, and Dec. 31, 2017, to take
advantage of this offer.

International and International Used Truck
Centers offers OOIDA members a $1,000
International Advantage Card credit
with the purchase of any new International
LT, ProStar, LoneStar or 9000i tractor or any used International
LT, ProStar, LoneStar or TranStar through Dec. 31, 2017.

Paccar Financial Used Trucks offers OOIDA members a
$1,000 rebate on up to three off-lease or pre-owned
Kenworth or Peterbilt trucks per year. Units must be
purchased from Paccar Financial Used Truck Center and
orders must retail between Jan. 1, 2017, and Dec. 31, 2017.

Western Star offers OOIDA members:
• $2,000 rebate for any new 4900 sleeper model
• $1,500 rebate for any new 4900 daycab
• $1,200 rebate for any new 5700 XE sleeper or
daycab model
Truck must be delivered by Dec. 31, 2017, and can be new or
from Western Star dealer stock.

Arrow Truck Sales offers Prime Perks to OOIDA members:
• Free six month/50,000-mile warranty
• $1,000 Prime allowance - $1,000 applied to ﬁrst
payment when ﬁnanced through TF or take $1,000 off
internet price
• One-year/120,000-mile Prime Plus engine warranty at
special pricing
• $500 off purchase of any NTP Warranty
MORE TRUCK & TRAILER SAVINGS
American Trailer & Storage
Highway Trailer Sales
SelecTrucks

Other Discounts
▲

The American Truck Historical Society offers OOIDA members
$10 off regular annual U.S. general membership dues. The ATHS
is dedicated to the collection and preservation of the dynamic
history of trucks, the trucking industry and its pioneers.

OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

MISCELLANEOUS SAVINGS
American Hearing Benefits
Azigo Online Mall
Chrysler/Dodge/Jeep
Office Depot/OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

Parts & Equipment
TheBigRigMattress.com offers OOIDA members a $35
discount on high-quality truck mattresses. The mattresses
feature individually pocketed springs ensuring comfort and
durability on the road.

Donvel offers OOIDA members a $50 discount on steer axle
stabilizers. The stabilizers turn air springs into a powerful
source of ride control for the front end of the truck for greater
ride safety and stability, less pain and fatigue, and longer
shock absorber life and tire wear.

15% off truck polish
and accessories

Special pricing on
parts and service

Centramatic offers OOIDA members a 15% discount
plus prepaid freight in the U.S. on their on-board wheel
balancers. The balancers increase tire life, reduce maintenance
costs, and increase fuel economy.

RigMaster Power offers
OOIDA members a $300
rebate on all APU models.
In addition to reduced
truck fuel and operating
costs, RigMaster APUs also
provide 110V house-current,
a 60-amp (170-amp for
LG models) DC alternator
to charge your truck’s batteries, and an automatic climate
control system with convenient controls in the cab.

Join OOIDA today, call 800-444-5791

Electronics
PACCAR ITD offers
OOIDA members a
10% discount on a
wireless PACLink device.
PACLink allows you to view diagnostic trouble codes (all
J1939 codes) on your Bluetooth-enabled Android device for
Class 5-8 trucks, 2004 and forward.

GiraffeG4 offers OOIDA
members a $15
mail-in rebate in
addition to a 5%
discount on an in-cab, driver-programmable low-clearance
collision-avoidance system. The system uses the latest in
waterproof sound technology to measure overhead hazards up
to 20 feet, giving the driver the opportunity to back out and
choose another route before damage to the trailer occurs.

Blue Tiger USA offers OOIDA members 20% off all Bluetooth
products, including the Elite headset featuring up to 34 hours
of talk time and top noise cancellation, and the Blue Tiger
Black Box Dual Camera with both front-facing and second
driver-side 720p cameras with collision detection technology,
night recording and other features.
MORE ELECTRONIC SAVINGS
Fleet Electronics
Handsfree
HawksHead
SafeKey

OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

Shorepower Technologies
Smoothtalker
Truck System Technology

Travel
4 State Trucks offers OOIDA members special pricing
on all new parts. In addition, the 12-month Road Boss
membership is available to members at less than half the
standard price.
With Road Boss, members receive:
• Free parcel shipping
• Cash back on every purchase
• 33% off on all Chrome Shop Maﬁa logo merchandise
and more

Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel offers OOIDA
members a discounted rate of $60.50 per
night. Located in Lansing, Mich., the hotel
has 10 acres of paved, well-lit truck parking
and is pet friendly. Additional amenities
include free continental breakfast, free Wi-Fi,
interior hallways and discounted food/
beverages.

MORE TRAVEL SAVINGS
MORE PARTS & EQUIPMENT SAVINGS
Balance Masters
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
CSTK (ThermoKing)
Dipetane
Dura-Lite
FLITZ International

Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDogUSA
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack

Avis
Budget
Hertz
LaQuinta Inns & Suites
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car Rental
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts

Join OOIDA today,
call 800-444-5791

Fuel
Right Weigh offers OOIDA members a 5% discount on
all interior/exterior, digital/analog load scales. Onboard
load scale systems from Right Weigh help you to reduce
dependence on commercial scales, avoid waiting in line to
rework loads, and prevent expensive overweight citations.

The Truckers
Advantage
fuel card
offers OOIDA
members
everyday
fuel rebates,
including a 10-cent-per-gallon
discount from Pilot Flying J.

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call
the OOIDA Membership Department at
800-444-5791 for details on these offers
▲

OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

Services
MembersEdge Load Board from DAT offers OOIDA
members the ﬁrst 30 days free and 10% off for
life. The load board was developed speciﬁcally for
OOIDA members and provides unlimited truckload
searching and truck posting, weather and road
conditions, truck stop and regulatory directories,
mileage and routing, broker credit scores and days
to pay.
National Truck
Protection offers
OOIDA
members extended
service contracts
for used Class
3-8 commercial
trucks. To qualify, your truck must be nine years old
or newer, and have fewer than 925K miles and a
current inspection. NTP service contracts cover the
cost of parts and labor to replace select power train
components.

PrePass offers OOIDA members a monthly rate of
$14.90 per truck, plus a free trial. The automatic
vehicle identiﬁcation system enables participating
transponder-equipped commercial vehicles to
be prescreened at designated weigh stations and
bypass the facility.

25% off all services

Special discount on
tax services
10% off annual membership

My Miles Matter by Shell Rotella offers OOIDA
members 2,500 Bonus Reward Miles with the
purchase of qualifying Shell Rotella products. Miles
can be redeemed with an OOIDA membership card
through the Reward Catalog.

Phoenix Sleep Solutions offers OOIDA members
discounted rates on home sleep studies and
auto-CPAP equipment. The nationwide sleep apnea
testing and treatment program meets the objectives
of the FMCSA at a fraction of the cost.

Taxation Solutions offers OOIDA members a free
consultation and a 15% discount on tax relief, IRS
representation and tax preparation services provided
by a team of tax attorneys, enrolled agents and CPAs.

Todd D. Knapp, CPA, PC offers OOIDA members a
10% discount on all services including back taxes
and tax-debt resolution; corporate and LLC formations;
bookkeeping; business and personal income tax return
preparation.
MORE SERVICES SAVINGS
Ace Registration Services
IdleAir
Open Road Drivers Plan
Silver Tax Group

Join OOIDA today, call 800-444-5791
OOIDA Member Discounts, Rebates and Services

Sleep Solutions
4 Truckers
Team CME
TTN Fleet Solutions

Software & Apps
Rig Expense
Tracker

Truckerdox offers OOIDA members
a discounted rate of $12 for the
monthly service fee. The app lets
users sign, scan, save and invoice
as well as create a carrier packet of
critical documents for sending to any
broker at a moment’s notice.
MORE TECHNOLOGY SAVINGS

TruckersHelper offers OOIDA members
a 10% discount on its range of
trucking business software. A variety
of versions are available to meet the
speciﬁc needs of company drivers,
owner-operators and small ﬂeets.

Semi-Systems
Truckersphere
Truck Track

Aerodynamics
Crosswind Blocker
FlowBelow
SOLUS

TrailerBlade
Vorblade

Join OOIDA today,
call 800-444-5791

In-House Services
With OOIDA’s new Compliance Connection you can
manage aspects of your business’s safety and compliance
records online, including driver DQ files, drug & alcohol
testing records, maintenance records and more. Call OOIDA
Business Services to find out how you can enroll.

OOIDA

GOLD LEVEL
SILVER LEVEL
SUPPORTERS

Per Diem Plus offers OOIDA members
a 20% discount off the monthly
subscription rate for the per diem and
expense tracking app. Available for
Android and Apple iOS.

Rig Expense Tracker offers OOIDA
members a 30% discount off the
license cost on all versions of Rig
Expense Tracker software. The software
allows owner-operators to track
income and expenses, fuel usage,
maintenance, trips and loads. It can
also be used to set maintenance
reminders and create invoices.

Corporate Supporters

WESTERN STAR
4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
haulme LLC
Mission Financial
Services
MyLumper Corp.

123LoadBoard.com
Aircell Intake Spacers
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication
CAG Truck Capital
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Dura-Lite Heat Transfer Products
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Missouri Movers Assoc. (MMA)
Neal Freeman Investments
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
RTS Financial Service
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Tech Atlantis Inc.
Think Trade, Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Towaway Express Inc.
Transport Training of America
Trucker Therapy
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors
Zephyr Sales Co. Inc.

NACV? That new
trade show in Atlanta?
to our bottom line.”
Geotab will be installing
its devices in all the trucks
participating in Run on Less to
measure fuel usage, idle time,
cruise control usage, and more.
Results, including fuel economy,
freight efficiency, and dollars and
carbon saved, will be tracked and
reported via RunOnLess.com.
“By participating in Run
on Less, we look forward to
demonstrating how investments in
fuel-efficient technologies pay off
in our day-to-day operations,” said
Gerry Mead, senior vice president
of maintenance for US Xpress.
“We are also eager to share the
results of our investments with the
rest of the industry.”

Run on Less is led by the
North American Council for
Freight Efficiency and Carbon
War Room’s Trucking Efficiency
Operation, with Shell and PepsiCo
as the title sponsors. The group
also announced that Pilot Flying J
is donating $1,000 in fuel to each
participating fleet.
The three-week experience will
kick off from multiple locations
across the U.S., culminating at
the North American Commercial
Vehicle inaugural show in Atlanta
on Sept. 25-28. Final results will
be announced, and drivers will
showcase their equipment and
share fuel economy learnings and
best practices with attendees. LL

The new North American
Commercial Vehicle Show
is likely to be a major event
for the trucking industry,
although not necessarily
for drivers. The show is
planned for Sept. 25-28
at the Georgia World
Congress Center in Atlanta. Show producers
expect “fleet management leaders and
influencers” from around the world to attend.
The NACV is a brand-new concept in
commercial vehicle industry trade shows. It’s
organized and produced jointly by Hannover
Fairs USA and Newcom Media USA.
The inaugural trade show focuses on truck
and trailer manufacturers and commercial
vehicle parts and component suppliers
showcasing new equipment at the stateof-the-art facility in Atlanta. Approximately
400 exhibitors and 10,000 trade visitors are
expected. LL
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FUEL EFFICIENCY

Down to the
last drop

Special to Land Line

O

wner-operators carry a heavy load behind the wheel
and also as the sole force driving their business
operations. In today’s highly competitive industry,
owner-operators need to explore every option to improve
profitability and to ensure a healthy business. While
auxiliary power units have been around for many years
now, some of today’s technologies are proving to be true
assets not only for driver health, but also for driving a
healthy bottom line through improved fuel economy.

Investing in you
and your business
Owner-operators and small fleets alike understand
firsthand that trucking is not a profession for the faint
of heart. According to a study published in the February
2017 Journal of Occupational and Environmental
Medicine, drivers with three or more medical conditions
had a significantly increased risk of preventable
Department of Transportation-reportable crashes and
preventable crashes with injuries.
However, with long days on the road and the majority
of that time sitting, maintaining a healthy lifestyle can
be one of the biggest challenges facing truckers today.

68 LAND LINE

An investment in an APU can deliver significant benefits
that can have a lasting effect on driver health. For
example, with the necessary power on board, drivers
can refrigerate prepared foods, and have the ability to
reheat healthy options or cook healthier meals rather
than surviving on fast food or truckstop choices. Studies
also show that better nutrition and healthier eating habits
may protect against health-related problems linked to
obesity and an inactive lifestyle. For owner-operators,
maintaining good health is important for keeping them
on the road for the long haul.
In addition to healthier eating, drivers with an APU
enjoy the benefits of climate control to promote quality
sleep. If a driver’s cab is too warm or too cold, it can
disrupt quality sleep and lead to an unhealthy pattern
of drowsy driving. For owner-operators considering an
APU, it’s time to think beyond fuel savings and consider
how an investment in their health can improve the return
on investment of an APU.

Less idle time, more savings
With growing regulations and the proliferation of antiidling laws, it is challenging for owner-operators to
compete with larger fleets. To maximize and maintain the
output required to be profitable, owner-operators need to
consider how an APU can improve their well-being and
their business beyond the known fuel savings.
It’s reported that owner-operators spend about
50 percent of their time on the road idling. Half of this
time is when they are stopped with their engines running.
Today’s APU technology is designed to help owneroperators and fleets not only abide by the anti-idling
laws, but also reduce their costs, thus increasing the
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When it’s time to turn the key off, the
benefits of APUs go beyond maximized
fuel economy, improving driver health
and the financial bottom line

return on investment.
For example, idling burns fuel and can also be hard
on tractor engines. In addition, tractors newer than
2010 have diesel particulate filters, so high-idling is
harsh on the emission system, which leads to worse
fuel economy, and more maintenance and higher costs
in the future. With APUs, drivers can keep their engine
hours low so they can drive their tractors longer.
This year, Thermo King conducted testing on trucks
that have TriPac Evolution APUs on the tractor.
Drivers reported that idling decreased from
36.8 percent to 4.18 percent. Additionally, the tractor
fuel mileage increased from 6.8 to 7.44 mpg.

Staying on the road
and connected to home
It’s undeniable that uptime is critical for owneroperators and small fleets alike. When truckers are
hauling freight, they’re making money, but the time
away from home often comes at a cost. With an
APU, truckers find that their ability to stay connected
to loved ones at home is priceless. From powering
accessories such as laptops and cell phones that keep
communications open to having the ability for gaming
or watching TV, APUs give drivers the option for
much needed connection and downtime in their home
away from home. APUs can help combat the feeling
of isolation that often accompanies long stretches
on the road. For drivers’ mental health, the ability to
remain connected to friends and family while having
power for entertainment to unwind is important for
maintaining a healthy life and healthy business longterm.

Owner-operators spend about 50 percent
of their time on the road idling. Half of this
time is when they are stopped with their
engines running.
n Is the APU durable to withstand harsh road and
weather conditions?
n Will the APU add residual value if you choose to
trade the tractor in down the road?
For owner-operators who want to better understand the
financial benefits of purchasing and operating an APU
specific to their business, Thermo King offers a returnon-investment calculator that takes into consideration
operating days, idle hours, fuel prices and much more to
help owner-operators determine return on investment and
payback time. LL
Editor’s note: Special thanks to Steve DeLarosby, product
manager, Thermo King North America, for his expertise
and contribution to Land Line.

Questions to consider
With several APU options available, it’s important
for owner-operators to consider the following before
investing in an APU:

n Does the manufacturer have a nationwide
service network that can assist you no matter
where you are on the road?
n Will the APU help with your overall efficiency
and reliability? Can the manufacturer show you
the potential return on investment?
n How loud is the APU? Will you be able to sleep
comfortably?
n Is the APU easy to use and maintain?
Circle No. 129 on Response Card
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

LAND LINE 69

70 LAND LINE

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

Circle No. 82
on Response
LAND
LINE Card
71

Heat
advisory

73 Money to burn?
74 Feeling the heat?
75 Working in the heat
76 Roads, bridge and
extreme heat
78 2017 Idling
exemptions

72 LAND LINE

© andrew7726 - Fotolia.com

Forecasters are predicting
another year of recordsetting temperatures.
The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
already says 2017 is the
second-warmest year
on record so far. When
temperatures climb, they
can take a toll on the
truck you drive, the roads
you operate on, and even
your body. There are steps
you can take to protect
yourself and your equipment
from the adverse effects of
extreme heat.
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Money to burn?
By Greg Grisolano, digital content editor

Extreme summer heat can play hell on
your engine and other components. High
temperatures can cause breakdowns of
key systems that can lead to extended
downtime and costly
repairs.
Homer Hogg has
spent his entire
career focused on
keeping trucks up
and running, first as
a technician and now
as vice president
Homer Hogg
of TravelCenters
of America’s manager of technical
development.
He offers some simple suggestions for
a maintenance program that will help
your truck (and your wallet) beat the
heat.

Tires

Beating the heat starts with tire
maintenance. And the foundation of tire
maintenance is air pressure.
Hogg says when the summertime heat
gets extreme, the heat generated by your
tires flexing is intensified. If tires aren’t
properly inflated, it can lead to blowouts
and more catastrophic tire failures.
“If you’re going to keep your money
in your wallet, you’re gonna need to
keep the air in your tires,” Hogg said.
“Bottom line, heat is the enemy as it
relates to tires. If it’s my money and my
truck, I’m focusing on tires right away
because I know that’s where I’m going
to live and die with maintenance costs in
the summertime.”
If you’re going to survive the hot
weather, Hogg says you’re going to have
to make sure the air is adequate for the
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load you’re carrying.
“I would tell anyone if you’re
going to be successful and keep
your tire costs in a manageable
zone, you’re going to have to do
a lot of checks on your tires and
touch your tires,” he said.
Hogg’s advice is to make those
tire checks when the tires are
“cold,” typically first thing in the
morning. The reason for doing this
is because tire inflation ratings are
all designed at the cold inflation
zone, not for a hot tire.
While under-inflation can cause
catastrophic blowouts, Hogg said
putting too much air in the tires
during a heatwave can change the
wear pattern of a tire, decreasing
its life cycle, and potentially
hampering the effectiveness of
braking and collision mitigation
systems.
Hogg says there’s an easy
way to gauge the effectiveness
of your tire maintenance
program: The seasons may
change but your costs don’t.

If your summer maintenance
program isn’t up to snuff,
high temperatures could
roast your wallet. Homer
Hogg, TravelCenters of
America’s vice president
of technical development,
offers his tips for servicing
your vehicles to run in
extreme heat.

Continued on Page 74

LAND LINE 73

HEAT ADVISORY

Feeling the heat?

Money to burn?

Here’s an A/C PM routine anyone can do

“It should be a non-event for you if
your program is world-class,” he said.
“And tire manufacturers love to work
with you on that, and provide you tons
of information for free. If it’s not a
non-event, then we have to work on our
program.”

Too often a truck’s air conditioning
system gets attention only after it
won’t blow cold air. By then, you’re
looking at a costly repair instead of
planned downtime and preventive
maintenance.
Ryan Baker, director of
aftermarket sales for Red Dot, the
industry’s leading supplier of heavyduty air conditioning systems for
trucks and off-highway equipment,
says it doesn’t take special tools
or skills to perform a basic A/C
inspection. He offers the following
list of preventive maintenance items

pressure hose, which can damage
fins and disrupt airflow across the
condenser.
• Inspect the coolant hose. With
the system off, squeeze the hose
near the end between your thumb
and fingers to gauge its firmness.
Also feel for scruffs, gouges,
bulges, abrasions, moisture, or
excess dirt and grime, especially
around fittings, clamps, and
connections. Replace a hose that’s
spongey or showing signs of wear.
• Locate the A/C compressor.
With the system off, feel for oil or
dirt around the shaft seal and for
glazing or cracking on the belts. At

Dirt, hair, and other contaminants can settle into the folds of a pleated paper cab air filter and
restrict air flow. You can vacuum the filter but replace it altogether at recommended intervals or
whenever the paper is too dirty for a flashlight beam to pass through. (Photo courtesy Red Dot)

anyone can do:
• Check cab air filters for dust,
hair, carpet fibers, and other
contaminants. Dirt can restrict
air flow and interfere with the
evaporator core. Vacuum away dirt
if necessary and replace the filter at
recommended intervals.
• Carefully remove dust, bugs,
mud and other debris from the
condenser fins and tubes. Use
a fin comb, compressed air, or
soap and water. Don’t use a high74 LAND LINE

the same time, look for discoloration
on the face of the clutch hub.
Any one of these is a sign of
heat or potential failure, and the
compressor should be checked by
a qualified A/C technician.
Finally, while anyone can do a
basic visual check, A/C repair is
not a do-it-yourself job. See a
qualified technician whenever it’s
necessary to open the system or
test for leaks. LL

A/C maintenance
The second crucial part of an extreme
heat-preparedness maintenance package
is to focus on the HVAC system,
primarily the air-conditioning, and to
address any performance problems with
the unit ASAP.
“As an operator or owner of that
Photo Courtesy Siefkes Petit Communications and Red Dot

Special to Land Line

From Page 73

vehicle, if you see any decline of
performance in your A/C system,
you can’t do what we did years ago
and go ‘I’ll wait till I have time,’” he
said. “If you wait till you have time,
you’re probably going to need a new
compressor.”
Hogg says keeping the compressor
running efficiently is the key. Modern
trucks have rotary compressors, which
means that both the refrigerant and the
oil required to lubricate the compressor
ride together rather than in separate
cases.
“A servicing technician must be
very, very skilled to keep the oil level
in the right range,” he said. “There’s
a new set of rules for doing what we
call ‘balancing the oil.’ It’s a critically
important term to keep your A/C
operating properly.”
Continued on Page 96
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Working in the heat
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

On July 10, 1980, 52-year-old Willie
Jones of Atlanta was admitted to
the hospital in a coma during a
severe heat wave. According to The
Associated Press, he was a “human
torch” with a temperature of 115.7
degrees. He spent 24 days in the
hospital and completely recovered.
Grady Memorial Hospital submitted
it to the Guinness Book of World
Records for highest recorded body
temperature.
It’s unclear what Willie did for a
living, but various tasks associated
with your job truck driving can put
you at risk in extreme temperatures.
You’re unloading your trailer in

What kind of weather
endangers people more
than any other? Heat.
What happens when we
have to endure it to do
our jobs? What can a
normal person tolerate?
Phoenix and it’s 115 degrees. You
can drink lots of water, dress for it,
try to stay in the shade, but you just
can’t cool off.
What kind of weather endangers
people more than any other? Heat.
What happens when we have to
endure it to do our jobs? What can a
normal person tolerate?
There are plenty of factors and
lots of studies. Maybe you’ve done
a study of your own, like frying an
egg on the asphalt in Walcott, Iowa,
in July, or securing a load in Atlanta
during a heat wave. Let’s look at
a few other examples. When the
temperature you are working in hits

90 degrees, the National Aeronautic
Space Administration has discovered
that the accuracy of your work
decreases by 300 percent. When the
thermometer hits 95 degrees, your
work output, or productivity, drops
by 45 percent.

According to the Department
of Labor, if the body cannot cool
down or dispose of excess heat, it
will store it. When this happens,
the body’s core temperature rises
and the heart rate increases. Body
temperature can rise to 105 degrees
if one is working outside in a heat
wave. As the body continues to
store heat, the individual begins to
lose concentration and has difficulty
focusing on a task, may become
irritable or sick, and often loses
the desire to drink. The next stage
is most often fainting, and death is
possible if the person is not removed
from the heat stress.
According to LiveScience.com,
most people will suffer hyperthermia
after 10 minutes in extreme humidity
and heat.
When your body temperature
rises to about 104 degrees, you’re
crossing the danger threshold.
Seizures may occur. Multiple organ
failure can happen. Death usually
occurs when body temperature
reaches 107.6.
Continued on Page 97
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Roads, bridges and extreme heat
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Here’s a riddle for you. When is
hot hotter? The answer – where
there’s pavement. And where there is
trucking, there’s always pavement.
According to the Federal Highway
Administration, there are about
2.7 million miles of paved roads in
the United States. Truckers are unique
workers in that they are tethered
daily to pavement. Cities are giant
“heat islands” of concrete. Even on a
lonely highway in Nevada, truckers
are bound to heat-absorbing ribbons
of asphalt.
On a hot summer day, a highway’s
surface could be 140 degrees.
According to truckers who’ve
tried it in the parking lot at I-80
in Walcott, that’s hot enough to

This piece of highway on Interstate 90 near the Minnesota border buckled under extreme
heat in June 2016 in South Dakota. (Photo courtesy of South Dakota Highway Patrol)

fry an egg in five minutes.
While cooking on the asphalt isn’t
science, dealing with extreme heat on
the highway can be.
Truckers know a hot soft sticky
road can hurt your fuel economy
and slow you down. Like NASCAR

drivers, they have long realized
that when you’re driving at night,
the highway surface is harder and
mileage improves a bit.

What exactly is “extreme”?
According to a report by the National
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Cooperative Highway Research
Program (NCHRP), infrastructure is
designed to withstand certain types
and frequency of “extremes” such as
extreme heat, precipitation, floods or
wind. The key word there is extreme.
NCHRP predicts that as average
temperatures increase so will the
extremes. More specifically, there
is likely to be an increase in the
frequency and duration of occurrence
of what are now considered extreme
temperatures, such as days above
90 degrees.
Just last summer, the South Dakota
Highway Patrol posted images of a
chunk of highway that had buckled
under extreme heat. At around that
same time, a traffic cam video was
going viral after cars were going
airborne on a Minnesota highway that
had buckled.
“Temperature increases have the

potential to affect and reduce the life
of asphalt road pavements through
softening and traffic-related rutting,”
NCHRP says. “Extreme heat can also
stress the steel in bridges through
thermal expansion and movement of
bridge joints and paved surfaces.”
Areas that typically have a cooler
climate appear to be the most affected
as they have never had to prepare for
so much heat. A study in the Journal
of Transportation Engineering on
pavement design and performance
in southern Canada reveals similar
issues.
“Simulations for pavements in
Alberta and Ontario show that
temperature increases will have a
negative impact on the pavement
performance in the Canadian
environment,” the study reports. “As
temperature increases, accelerated
pavement deterioration due to traffic

loads on a warmer pavement was
expected and observed. An increase
in temperature would facilitate rutting
because the pavement is softer.
Pavement movement due to loads on
a softer pavement would also result in
increased cracking.”
Increasing temperatures will do
more harm to our infrastructure than
just physical damage.
In certain areas where high
temperatures were less frequent,
materials used to build roads and
bridges will likely have a reduced
service life if they are not rebuilt
to adjust to more frequent heat.
Taxpayers will be shelling out more
money for increased maintenance or
for new roads and bridges.
Higher temperatures can also reduce
the time that can be spent maintaining
and building our infrastructure.
Building roads and bridges requires
Continued on Page 97
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IDLING

EXEMPTIONS

ARIZONA Maricopa County
EXEMPTIONS
• Adverse weather conditions
• HOS compliance
CALIFORNIA Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Adverse weather conditions
• Prevent safety or health
emergency
Auburn
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety or health
emergency
• HOS compliance at truck/rest
stop
Sacramento
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety or health
emergency
• HOS compliance at truck/rest
stop
Placer County
(NE of Sacramento)
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety or health
emergency
• HOS compliance at truck/rest
stop

COLORADO Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Safety reasons
• HOS compliance at truck/rest
stop or area legally permitted
to park at least 1,000 feet from
residence, school, daycare,
hospital or senior citizen center
Aspen
EXEMPTIONS
• Safety reasons
• To achieve an engine
temperature of 120 degrees and
an air pressure of 100 pounds
78 LAND LINE

Which states give truckers a break
when the temps are unbearable
Whether it’s sweltering hot or freezing cold, extreme temperatures can
cause problems for truckers. Idling laws can add to that problem and
knowing which state or locale has what kind of exemption can be a bit
tricky. That’s why Land Line has compiled a list of state, county and city
idling exemption laws to determine what is allowed when the temperatures
are agonizing. For a list of the complete idling laws, including fines and
time limits, visit LandLineMag.com.
per square inch
Basalt
EXEMPTIONS
• Safety reasons
• To achieve an engine
temperature of 120 degrees and
an air pressure of 100 pounds
per square inch
City and County of Denver
EXEMPTIONS
• Less than 20 degrees for
previous 24-hour period
• Less than 10 degrees
Mountain Village
EXEMPTIONS
• Safety reasons
• Time required to achieve a
proper temperature and air
pressure

CONNECTICUT Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Ensure safety or health of driver/
passengers
• Less than 20 degrees
Norwalk
EXEMPTIONS
• Less than 20 degrees

DELAWARE Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Power during sleeping or resting
beyond 25 miles of truck
stop with available electrified
equipment

IDAHO Ketchum
EXEMPTIONS
• Safety reasons

ILLINOIS
Cities of Aux Sable, Goose
Lake, and Oswego
Counties of Cook, DuPage,

Lake, Kane, McHenry, Will,
Madison, St. Clair, Monroe
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent a safety or health
emergency
• Resting in a sleeper berth
Evanston
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent a safety or health
emergency
Westmont
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent a safety or health
emergency

KANSAS
Counties of Johnson and
Wyandotte
EXEMPTIONS
• While operating heaters,
defrosters, air conditioners,
safety lights or other equipment
for safety or health reasons and
not part of a rest period
• Sleeper berth during a
government-mandated rest
period

MAINE Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Zero degrees or colder
• Operation of defrosters, heaters
or A/C to prevent safety or health
emergency
• Operation of heaters or A/C while
waiting to load/unload
• Sleeper berth A/C or heat during
rest or sleep periods
MICHIGAN Detroit
EXEMPTIONS
• If the vehicle is motionless for
more than two hours and the
temperature is less than 25
degrees

MINNESOTA
Minneapolis
EXEMPTIONS
• Operation of defrosters, heaters
or A/C to prevent safety or health
emergency
• Sleeper berth A/C or heat during
rest or sleep periods
• A/C or heat in an occupied
vehicle waiting to load or unload

MISSOURI
Counties of Clay, Franklin,
Jackson, Jefferson, Platte, St.
Charles, St. Louis
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety/health emergency
• During government-mandated
rest periods
• APUs
City of St. Louis
EXEMPTIONS
• Adverse weather conditions
St. Louis County
EXEMPTIONS
• Operating a loading, unloading,
or processing device

NEW HAMPSHIRE Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Defrost windshield
• Less than 10 degrees

NEW JERSEY Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Auxiliary power unit/generator
set, bunk heaters etc.
• Sleeper berth with 2007
or newer engine or diesel
particulate filter

NEW YORK Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Comply with passenger comfort
laws
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IDLING ExEMPTIONS
• Parked for more than 2 hours and
less than 25 degrees
Larchmont and Mamaroneck
EXEMPTIONS
• Temperature less than 40 degrees
• Engine being used to operate
a loading or unloading or
processing device
New Rochelle
EXEMPTIONS
• Comply with passenger comfort
laws
New York City
EXEMPTIONS
• Operate loading, unloading or
processing device
Saratoga Springs
EXEMPTIONS
• Vehicles forced to remain
motionless because of conditions
• Vehicles complying with federal,
state or local regulations
• Vehicles left idling in order to
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maintain temperature within the
vehicle necessary for the health
of the driver/passengers
Westchester County
EXEMPTIONS
• Passenger comfort

NORTH CAROLINA Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Safety or health emergency

OHIO
Cleveland
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety or health
emergency
• Sleeping or resting in a sleeper
berth
Maple Heights
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety or health
emergency
• Sleeping or resting in a sleeper
berth

South Euclid
EXEMPTIONS
• Sleeper or resting in a sleeper
berth
• Prevent safety or health hazard

OREGON Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Operating defrosting, heating or
air conditioners
• Temperatures below 50 degrees
or above 75 degrees during rest
or sleep period or while waiting
to load or unload

PENNSYLVANIA Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety or health
emergencies
• Temperatures below 40 degrees
or above 75 degrees during rest
or sleep period
Allegheny County
EXEMPTIONS
• Sleeping/resting in truck
• Ensure safe operation

RHODE ISLAND
EXEMPTIONS
• Ensure health or safety of driver/
passengers

SOUTH CAROLINA Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety or health
emergency
• Sleeper berth A/C or heat during
(a) rest or sleep periods; (b) less
than 40 degrees or higher than
80 degrees; or (c) at rest areas,
terminals, truck stops, or legal
parking locations more than 500
ft. from homes or schools
• While waiting to load/unload
TEXAS
Counties of Bastrop, Caldwell,
Collin, Hays, Kaufman, Tarrant,
Travis and Williamson
Cities of Arlington, Austin,
Bastrop, Benbrook, Cedar
Hill, Celina, Colleyville, Dallas,
Elgin, Euless, Georgetown,
Continued on Page 99
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Autonomous vehicle or AV
technology is moving at a brisk
pace around the test tracks. Why
so fast? Because much of the
data it needs is already available.

The next stage in the race for

self-driving vehicles
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large
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car ownership. Of course those players include Uber itself.
So most of the money is in cars because that’s where the
biggest payoff is seen – at least for now.
On city streets, cameras, LIDAR (laser-based radar and
short for light detection and ranging) and other sensing
gear won’t provide all the data engineers believe driverless
cars will need. HD maps will fill in the gap, providing
knowledge of what lies ahead, they say. Because things
change so quickly and so often, the maps will have to be
updated constantly, and HD maps tend to have more than
one layer of data. For example, Here’s HD map has three
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017
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hat can a driverless truck do if the roadway is
covered with snow? Pull over and wait for the
spring thaw?
Not really, say the experts. High-definition digital maps
and GPS accuracy within a few inches will keep it going.
HD maps will know exactly where a lane is; GPS will
keep the driverless truck in it – even in a whiteout blizzard.
The GPS precision is already available. The HD maps are
on the way, and in what seems like a big hurry.
It’s a new chapter in the developing story of self-driving
vehicles. Semi-autonomous vehicles with drivers can do
fine without HD maps. Totally driverless vehicles cannot,
engineers say, and totally driverless is what the big money
investors want. So even as tech and automotive giants
tweak and test self-driving vehicles at a frantic pace all
over the country, the same players find themselves in a
new race – this one to develop those all-important HD
maps.
A consortium of Daimler, BMW, and Audi recently
acquired Here, a digital mapping company. Ford took
a stake in Civil Maps, an HD mapping startup. General
Motors bought Cruise Automation, a developer of
driverless technologies; Cruise promptly jumped into HD
map development. Intel bought Mobileye, an Israeli tech
company that works extensively with HD map makers.
Lesser names like Tom Tom, Bosch, Sanborn and NVIDIA
are also in the race.
Except for that snow-covered road, HD mapping is less
necessary on the highway than in the city with so many
signals, signs and traffic patterns, engineers say. Virtually
all the big players share a vision of the future in which
Uber-like services replace both bus transit and individual

As tech and automotive giants tweak
and test self-driving vehicles all over
the country, the same players find
themselves in a new race – this one
to develop those all-important
high-def maps.

layers. One is for real-time data like traffic and weather.
Another is for analytics that note and adjust to your driving
habits. We’ll come back to that one.
Then, of course, there is a layer with roadway and
lane location information accurate to within inches. So
the three-layer map will do more than keep a vehicle in
lane. It will adjust its route in real-time for construction,
emergency street closings, parades, whatever.
Creating an HD map is a big job. A unit of Google began
working on self-driving cars and HD maps in 2009. That
unit was spun off as Waymo, a separate company under
the same corporate umbrella. Waymo came to life in 2016
with HD maps for roads around Google’s Silicon Valley
headquarters and for a handful of other cities, but that’s all.
Given Google/Waymo’s huge investment in self-driving
cars, why such a limited range of HD maps?
It’s because creating those maps ate up a large chunk
of that huge investment. The company had to deploy cars
equipped with high-definition cameras and LIDAR to note
every curb, driveway, stop sign, fire plug, tree, and bump
in the pavement. All that data came back to Google where
Continued on Page 82
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The U.S. government is considering a role in
the evolving world of self-driving vehicles. The
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation held a hearing in June titled
“Paving the Way for Self-Driving Vehicles.”
Witnesses included representatives of
auto makers, an electronics company,
a nonprofit informally linked with the
University of Michigan, and Mothers
Against Drunk Driving. The gist of the
testimony: Everyone wants self-driving
cars to be safe.
On the trucking side, the FMCSA
is holding weekly meetings on
autonomous vehicles, according to Jay
Grimes. One of OOIDA’s advocates
in D.C., Jay says the FMCSA has
gathered data on available technology
and set up working groups to consider everything
from broad policy issues to specific questions like
driver seating and hours of service. One of their
biggest challenges is assuring the public that
autonomous vehicles are safe.
Jay’s keeping an eye on developments. LL

From Page 81

technicians pored over it to tag every relevant item by hand.
That’s not necessary in 2016. Advanced algorithms now analyze
and tag the data quickly and cheaply. Recently, NVIDIA, the
Silicon Valley company best known for computer chips and video
cards, introduced a system it claims can create HD maps in near
real-time even as the data-gathering vehicle
gathers the data. That speeds up the process,
but as it turns out the process may never
really end. Engineers say the maps will have
to be updated continuously, so those data
gathering vehicles will never be done. They
will have to traverse every highway, street,
and alley in a given area over and over to
keep the maps accurate and current.
Experts say that gives a major boost to
the automobile manufacturers like GM and
Ford. They have the opportunity to deploy
many more data gathering vehicles than,
say, Waymo or Uber. In fact, according to the New York Times,
the Here consortium that includes Daimler “is drawing on data
scooped up by scanning systems that trucking companies have
agreed to install on their vehicles.” However, when I asked if they

© Design Science Tech - Fotolia.com

The feds wade in

GIZMOS & GEARS

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix, AZ*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $8 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 9510, Wichita, KS 67277
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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are involved in the effort, Daimler responded “no
comment.”
Given the complexity and fluid nature of HD
maps, you probably won’t find them on a CD,
DVD or thumb drive. HD maps will reside in the
cloud and will communicate with your truck or car
over an internet connection. According to Here,
which already provides HD maps on the web,
map data will allow your vehicle to “see” the road
ahead.
That brings us back to that analytical layer on
the Here map. With the ability to see and plan
ahead, says Here, your truck or car will be able
to adjust its driving style, “be it sporty and fast or
relaxed and easy.” LL
A trucker for 10 years and trucking
journalist for more than 15 years, John
Bendel’s biggest inspiration still comes
from his readers.
For his series in Land Line, he wants
to know what kind of technology has
become part of your job. Love it, hate it,
how does it work for you? Email John at
John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
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Self-driving utopia just
around the corner? Not really.
Autonomous systems still have
blind spots, so to speak. For
example, they can mistake a
pothole full of water for smooth
asphalt. On the other hand,
they might slow for what are
actually just shadows on the
roadway. They have trouble
entering high-speed traffic
because they’ll opt for safety
over speeding up in order to
merge.
Then there’s the problem of
coexisting with human drivers.
Autonomous vehicles can’t
understand signals from human
drivers of other cars – a wave
to go ahead at a four-way-stop,
for example. Neither can they
be programmed to compensate
for everything an unpredictable
human might do. And those
humans are going to be on the

road for a long time – at least
four more decades according
to one of the Senate hearing
witnesses, Mitch Bainwol, CEO
of the Alliance of Automobile
Manufacturers.
More than 20 percent of
vehicles on the road today were
made before 2002, Bainwol
said, so fully autonomous
vehicles won’t be a majority of
the fleet for three decades after
they become commercially
available. Fully self-driving cars
won’t hit the market until 2025
at the earliest, according to
most experts.
That means the vast
reduction in accidents and
fatalities promised for selfdriving vehicles can’t really
happen for a long time to
come. LL
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‘The Mistress’
gets a makeover

84 LAND LINE

Most of the shiny chrome was painted red, for a hot rod look.

The upholstery, dash and floor were all customized.

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

What you see here is not how Brandon
Avant’s 2010 Peterbilt 389 looked when
he bought it back in 2015. It was indeed
double-framed, had this original wheelbase
of 290 inches, but was not equipped with a
fifth wheel. It was a straight truck during the
first four years of its life.
Avant is the proud co-owner of Blann
Tractor in Hampton, Ark. They operate
approximately 80 trucks in a very
diversified fleet, consisting of hopper
bottoms, pneumatics, low-boys, and end
dumps.
On the 2010 Pete, Avant installed a new
Holland long-slide, tall-profile fifth wheel;
removed the 40,000-pound rear suspension;
bolted up a 46,000-pound air trac suspension
system and added a 20,000-pound pusher
axle; and then swapped the 12,000-pound
steer axle for a 14,600-pound.
BBS Painting in Texarkana painted the
truck after Brandon’s team at Blann did
most of the upgrades. Recently, they have
beefed up the factory 600-horsepower,
2,050-torque Cat engine with a single turbo
conversion and a fairly aggressive ECM
tune for optimum performance.
We crossed paths in 2016 with Brandon
and wife Melissa, and he expressed a desire
to take the truck to Louisville, Ky., and
enter it in the Paul K. Young Truck Beauty
Championship. After CSM’s shop foreman,
Cody, and Brandon had a long talk about the
vision for the finished appearance, the Boyz
in the shop went right to work.
With a large portion of the bright work
painted red to match the truck body, this
Pete instantly acquired a racy hot rod look.
The visors, grille surround, air cleaners,
fuel tanks, battery boxes, frame covers, rear

WTI rear fiberglass fenders cover all three rear axles.
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Every aspect of the interior
was recovered, painted,
chromed or “blinged out.”

Sassy and classy!

fenders, headlight housings and
mirror brackets were all prepped,
painted, and sprayed red.
All the lights are not only clearlens LEDs, but also all the colorchanging Dual Revolution series
by Trux Accessories. So, with the
flip of a switch, Avant can turn
every light on the entire truck to
bright red. Of course, no detail was
left unaddressed: 10-inch stacks,
a slammed sun visor, boltless box
end bumper, and WTI rear fenders
completed the exterior perfectly.
Moving to the interior, the painted
dash, shift knob, horn button and
floorboards made the inside look as
hot as the outside. Our shop, with
the help of the Davis and Moffett
guys, put in a kickin’ sound system

and created a one-off
48-inch sleeper remodel.
We turned the bed
area into a sofa-chair
arrangement, so that
Avant can comfortably
haul three riders along
with him when he takes
off to the truck shows,
vacation or whatever the
need may be.
After the endless
hours Avant has spent
working with this truck,
instead of being home with the Mrs.,
Avant’s wife soon dubbed the truck
“The Mistress.” It seemed like a
fitting name, and thus the title for
this article: The Mistress gets a
makeover!
Brian Bradley and Avant don’t
want to risk having any time to
relax, so they operate not only Blann
Tractor, but also a 24-hour, fullservice towing company. They are
also gearing up to start a division to
facilitate road construction.
When asked what he thought was
the best advice one could give to
someone contemplating becoming
an owner-operator, Brandon’s
suggestion was to “take your time,
locate the best buy you can find on
1999 or older trucks, and side-step
these e-log requirements. The
e-logs are going to really change
the habits of today’s hard-working
truckers.” LL

SAVE FUEL
SAVE MONEY
SAVE TIRES

Our Wheel Centering Products are
a patented line of products
designed to Stop Tire Vibration and
Irregular Tire Wear.
Choose from these solutions:

SOLUTION A

The Centering Pins Sets are used when mounting
the wheels and then removed from the wheel.

BEFORE

SOLUTION B

AFTER
This sleeve set stays on the wheels at all times, is
for use on STEER AXLES ONLY and will center the
brake drum as well as the wheel.

SOLUTION C

STEP 1
Bryan “Boss Man”
Martin and his family
own and operate
4 State Trucks in
Joplin, Mo. They have
been entrenched
in trucking for three
generations and have
but one focus: To serve America’s truckers
and assist in keeping them “looking
good and rolling proud” as they travel the
highways.

STEP 2

This 2-piece sleeve set also stays on the wheels at
all times, is for DUAL AXLES and is available with
or without brake drum centering.
All of these products are available in many
different sizes and conﬁgurations to ﬁt your needs.

Call 1-866-686-9285 today to ﬁnd
the TRU-BALANCE products
that are right for you.
www.tru-bal.com
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KNOW THE LAWS

‘Before you pull out a weapon ...’
By Land Line staff

I

n 2016, Missouri was one of the many states that have
decided to expand gun rights and self-defense rights in
recent years.
“Stand your ground” went into effect on Oct. 14,
2016. As of Jan. 1, a permit was no longer necessary to
carry a concealed weapon in Missouri. According to the
National Rifle Association,
there are now 31 states that
don’t require a person to
retreat before using deadly
force. The NRA said 12
states allow law-abiding
individuals to carry a
concealed handgun without
a government-issued permit.
The basic premise of
“stand your ground” is that
individuals previously had a
duty to retreat if they could
safely do so before using
lethal force, and now individuals no longer are required
to retreat from any place they have the right to be.
Even though the premise seems pretty straightforward,
the law has caused great confusion about what it really
means. Additionally, there has been a large debate about
whether or not it will lead to an increase in shootings.
Those opposed to the law point to an incident from
January in Columbia, Mo., where 23-year-old Karl
Henson fired seven shots at a man who Henson said
stole his cellphone and then ran off. One of the shots hit
the man in the heel. According to the Columbia Daily
Tribune, Henson told police he thought it was OK to
shoot because of the changes to Missouri law. Henson
was charged with first-degree assault and armed criminal
action.
Proponents of “stand your ground” point to such
statistics as Florida’s violent crime rate having decreased
since enacting the law in 2005.
The Missouri statute 563.031.3 states that a person does
not have a duty to retreat:
n From a dwelling, residence, or vehicle where
the person is not unlawfully entering or
unlawfully remaining
n From private property that is owned or leased
by such individuals
n If the person is in any other location such
person has the right to be
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Allen Rostron, a professor at the University of
Missouri-Kansas City School of Law, said the lack of a
duty to retreat doesn’t change the fact that a person must
still reasonably believe he or she could be killed or face
serious physical injury before using deadly force.
“Sometimes people try to characterize these ‘stand
your ground’ laws as being really terrible and as though
it changed things in a clear-cut way,” Rostron said.
“It suggests that before you
couldn’t do anything, and now
you can just kill anybody you
want. It’s not as dramatic as
that. It’s more of a refinement.
“I guess it depends on who
you ask. One could say that
all they’re doing is fine-tuning
it to make sure it’s applied in
a way that it’s appropriate, or
you could say that they may be
tipping the balance too far in
favor of people who use force
in self-defense.”
For truck drivers who are constantly driving from state
to state, it’s important to know the laws.
While the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
doesn’t have a regulation prohibiting truck drivers from
transporting a gun, laws vary from state to state and
some motor carriers have rules preventing drivers from
traveling with a firearm.
Anders Walker, a professor at the Saint Louis
University School of Law, said that if a person does
choose to carry a gun that they shouldn’t think that “stand
your ground” makes them immune from the legal system.
“You really want to make sure you identify a clear
threat before you pull out a weapon,” Walker said.
“Before people start shooting, they really should wait for
an assailant to produce a weapon.”
Sejal Patel, legal counsel for the Law Center to Prevent
Gun Violence, said she suggests that people do their best
to avoid all altercations, because you don’t know when
the other person has a gun.
“If you’re in a state where you perceive that everyone
is allowed to conceal carry, is the standard baseline to
always be nervous that the person you might be arguing
with at Starbucks is going to be armed?” she asked.
“Is that reasonable? I think I might be more nervous
at a Starbucks in Missouri than I would in a Starbucks
in Boston, because I know in Boston that’s not
permitted.” LL
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TEST DRIVE

Volvo brings re-engineered VNR
to the regional, local segments
By Suzanne Stempinski,
contributing field editor

leek, streamlined, and ready to
answer the trucking call in the
growing regional and construction
markets, the Volvo VNR has been
thoughtfully imagined. While it was
recently introduced in Montreal at
ExpoCam, this was the first opportunity
I had to get behind the wheel. The
reimagined VNR trucks will replace the
VNM series by the end of this year.
From front to back, it is all about the
details. It is obviously part of the Volvo
family of trucks. It’s distinctive. Look
closely. There’s a new grille – easier to
clean and repair or replace if necessary.
The bumper is steel with removable
endcaps to transition from city or
on-highway to off-road use (farm field
or construction site). And as for the
lighting, those signature driver running Land LineÕs Contributing Field Editor Suzanne Stempinski gets ready to take the
new Volvo VNR out for a test drive. (Photo courtesy of Suzanne Stempinski)
lamps are all LEDs with a new look.
They’re rated at 10,000 hours and are
easy to replace or repair. There’s an
aerodynamic flow over the wheel well
can have them. Here’s a neat design that’s new for
to maximize fuel economy. The under-the-hood latches
you: a passenger-seat side-load refrigerator drawer,
have been relocated to the bulkhead. That opens up
called the Reefer Seat. With the push of a button, the
access to the engine compartment.
drawer slides out, revealing your favorite beverage or
Climb aboard and prepare for an unobstructed
sandwich. Leave the portable cooler behind.
view. The windshield is large, the slope of the hood
Cup holders have been redesigned, too. They’re
sufficiently steep that for a minute I thought I was
bigger and adjustable to accommodate a variety of
driving a cabover. Strategically mounted spot mirrors
sizes from coffee cup to water bottle. They attach
(rookie sticks) are useful in city traffic. And now, they
to a track where you can add up to four of them, or
can be heated – along with the driver mirrors. The
two cupholders and a tray, or something else. It’s
adjustment for the seat belt traveled up and down to
configuration the way you want it. The space in
accommodate both tall and vertically challenged drivers
between the seats is a full 30 inches.
(my hand went right up). It felt good not to have the
Turn the key and prepare for the quiet. No clanking
seatbelt jammed across my neck.
and chugging. My diesel pickup makes more noise.
The seats have been redesigned. The bases are
Noise blanketing, as well as meeting the 2017
made by National Seating, but both the bottom
greenhouse gas requirements, has made for a quiet,
and back cushions have been produced as a joint
efficient ride.
venture with more input on material and composition
A new steering wheel, called Position Perfect,
from approximately 2,000 customers and drivers.
adjusts telescopically and in small or large increments
Seven levels of seating styles and configurations are
vertically to the steering column – to put it in the place
available. If you want bun warmers or chillers, you
where you’re most comfortable and can see the gauges

S
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clearly. The touchscreen for the 5-inch color highresolution driver information display is easy to read and
navigate. And if you’re navigating a box truck in city
traffic, the backup camera makes it as easy to see as
driving your favorite four-wheeler.
Ready to see how the new VNR 640 would ride, I
buckled up, settled in, and headed for the highway.
I didn’t need a decibel meter to tell me that the cab
was quiet enough for a conversation. The Volvo D11,
matched with the I-Shift transmission, makes a day
behind the wheel feel like a trip down Easy Street.
Even a very bumpy road didn’t detract from the smooth
performance.
The mid-roof was plenty high, and the 61-inch sleeper
made it an appealing option for regional hauls where a
night or two on the road wouldn’t be out of the ordinary.
I tried to find something to get picky about. I would
have liked a little more torque and power (maybe the
D13 would have climbed the hills a little quicker), but
if the goal is working smarter instead of harder, the D11
has plenty of power to get the job done with excellent

Turn the key and prepare for the quiet.
No clanking and chugging. My diesel
pickup makes more noise.

fuel economy. It’s money in your pocket.
The VNR 300 daycab with a box behind it was made
for city pickups and deliveries. In tight city traffic
on narrow roads, the truck was nimble and easy to
maneuver. The ride on bumpy roads was really smooth,
thanks to Volvo’s cab air suspensions, air springs,
and shocks. The hood-mounted mirrors kept my eyes
forward and focused on the task at hand while allowing
a great view of what was alongside and coming up.
They are positioned so that you can turn your eyes
instead of your head to see what’s going on around you.
The VNR series of trucks has been designed to
support the local and regional haul market, which is a
fast-growing segment. On Page 94 in this issue – a look
at the newest member of the Volvo family, a new VNL
long-haul truck. LL
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Michelin’s Movin’On
tackles tire problems
of today with forward
thinking
Montreal hosts Michelin’s
2017 Movin’On conference
on sustainable mobility

By Suzanne Stempinski,
contributing field editor

hat do you get when
sustainable mobility and novel
technology meet Cirque du Soleil
meets unlimited imagination?
Welcome to Movin’On. With a
history of collaborative brainpower,
the former Challenge Bibendum
is now renamed and reimagined.
Who would attend an event like
this? Anyone with a passion for
technology, an interest in what
moves us forward, and a mind open
to future concepts is welcome.
Suspend your disbelief as you
take a meeting in chairs that rise
30 feet in the air. Visit with Claude
in Nova Scotia, brought to you
in real time by a rolling tablet on
a stick (what a great way to do a
plant tour in the future). Or take the
time to imagine solutions to today’s
freight issues – with solutions on
the drawing board for tomorrow.
Of course, it’s all riding on your
rims, and nobody knows that better
than Michelin. They’re looking at
future concepts – systems solutions.
Twenty years ago, Michelin
launched the first Michelin
Challenge Bibendum. Over the
years, this event has become the
global reference on sustainable
transportation. It’s the wave of the
future, and the challenge of the

W
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Michelin’s concept tire of the future – an airless tire made with biodegradable material you can
reprint tread for in the time an oil change would take. (Photo by Suzanne Stempinski)

present: sustainable mobility; energy
efficiency; reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, minimizing our carbon
footprint, and developing solutions
in a fast-paced and demanding
world of today.
How about an airless tire, made
with biodegradable materials. Never
inflate. No downtime; inspired by
nature with the ability to change the
tread depending on the season and
road conditions.
How about if you could reprint
the tread band to meet your needs
as easily as you could change your
oil? What if a stop in the shop for
service enabled all those things at
the touch of a button? It’s on the
road to the future.
Today radio-frequency
identification, or RFID, is being
built into every Michelin truck tire
sold in North America. That’s great
for tracking inventory. It may also
track usage, wear patterns, and
more.

With tire inflation systems tied
to cloud technology, it can serve as
a predictor of service needs before
there’s a problem.
“We are first and foremost a
production company oriented
around tires. We make the bestquality tires in the world,” said
Chief Operating Officer Ralph
Dimenna. “We see that the world
is moving to a solutions approach.
We want to double our services
business. We want to create and
understand how we can contribute
to mobility with the incredibly high
technology materials that we know
how to manipulate and use better
than most.
“We need to start thinking about
what our customers want to do.
Very few customers say I want to
drive my truck on tires. They say
‘I want to deliver this load in the
safest way possible, on time, and at
the cheapest cost.’ So, how can we
contribute to that? If I understand
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

With workshops and panel
discussions with entrepreneurs
and established companies,
there was a constantly shifting
tableau of possibilities.

that, then I can understand how to
devise a solution. That’s what this
(Movin’On) is all about.”
So what about the 8 percent increase
in the price of tires in the first quarter
of 2017?
“Raising the cost of tires in 2017
was the first price increase in North
America in five years. We continued
to invest heavily in innovation, in new
materials, in new production capacity
and new services and offers for our
customers,” Dimenna told Land Line.
“But at a certain point, we have to
take some actions in order to reflect
the investments we’re making every
day in the company in order to
stay world class and provide those
solutions.”
With workshops and panel
discussions with entrepreneurs and
established companies, there was
a constantly shifting tableau of
possibilities. A variety of ride and
drive options was offered; including
hybrid vehicles and all electric
vehicles: buses, bikes, cars and boats.
With 4,000 participants representing
more than 31 countries it was clear
to see that no challenge is too big
for a solution when people put their
heads together. And sometimes the
best answers are the ones that come in
unexpected ways when you suspend
your preconceived ideas and open
your mind to unexplored possibilities.
Movin’On was so successful in
2017 that new dates are committed for
2018 – back in the welcoming city of
Montreal. LL
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Braking bad and specing’s effect on tire life

Q

I have a performance issue I have not been
able to solve. I have a 50-ton Rogers lowboy
trailer with unknown mileage. I pull this trailer with
a 1986 Autocar with about 250,000 miles. That is the
only use for the Autocar. Both vehicles were purchased
separately.
The trailer brakes are slow to apply and slow to
release. The truck brakes seem normal. I thought
something must be wrong with the trailer brakes. I
replaced the pilot valve, no improvement. I replaced the
emergency air line with smaller line to speed up empty
and fill, no improvement. I replaced the slack adjusters
with ones a half-inch longer to speed up their action,
no improvement. I replaced the quick release valves, no
improvement. I am stuck. What should I try next?

A

Unfortunately, you started with the most
expensive parts of the brake system – the valves.
Then you went to a labor-intensive replacement, the
air lines. You kept replacing parts without testing to
determine whether the parts were, in fact, defective.

A 6x2 axle configuration is a money
saver, as are wide-based tires, but
only in specific operations.
You wrote that the truck (tractor) brakes functioned
normally, so you were correct in assuming the problem
was isolated to the trailer, but you started too far into the
system. Once the problem was narrowed to the trailer, the
system starts at the gladhands that connect the air hoses
from tractor to trailer. The air hoses could be abraded or
may have cracked or deteriorated over time. They are
inexpensive and easy to replace, and it never hurts to
have a spare set on board. If the hoses check out, check
the seals on the gladhands. They are often a source of
leaks that will degrade braking performance.
If your Rogers lowboy has an air dryer, it may need
replacing. Air dryers can plug with contaminants, cutting
air into the system. They are easy to find and replace, if
not so equipped, and to splice into the system. Without
one, the contaminants that plug them would wind up in
your trailer valves.
During our phone follow-up, you stated the problem
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was the old, deteriorated hoses. Since you owned the
trailer and it was always connected, you never thought to
check them. They deteriorated over time.

Q

I got a new Peterbilt 587 about a year ago. I
spec’d it for the best fuel mileage possible. It
has a 450 horsepower Paccar motor with the latest
Eaton UltraShift transmission, lightweight components
wherever possible, and even smaller fuel tanks to save
280 pounds of fuel per fill-up. I figure with my better
fuel mileage, I’ll still be filling up at about the same
mileage.
But that’s not my problem. Tire life is. I spec’d a 6x2
with Michelin X One wide-base tires, and my tire life
has tanked. I’m getting just a bit over 50,000 miles on
the drive tires and not much more on the tag axle. What
can I do about this?

A

A 6x2 configuration is a money saver, as are
wide-base tires, but only in specific operations.
They are generally meant for long-haul trucking,
steady driving on Interstates. City driving, delivering to
locations with pits, transitioning from driveways to city
streets, and stop-and-go driving wreak havoc with 6x2
tires, especially wide singles.
Some fleets, mostly in regional operations like
yours, say the 6x2 average fuel economy gain is
2.5 percent with some getting almost 5 percent. The
trade-off is a loss of from one-third to one-half drive tire
life and some loss of steer tire life. This prompted the
Technology and Maintenance Council (TMC) to issue
a new Recommended Practice, RP260, Maintenance
Considerations for 6x2 Tractor Tires.
All trucks are designed to pivot around the center
of the drive tandem or the driving axle. With the lead
axle driving, it effectively shortens the wheelbase,
increasing tag axle tire wear significantly and steer tire
wear moderately.
The 6x2 configured trucks provide less traction. This
is most evident on deep snow, heavy ice, loose gravel
and over potholes and in repaving zones, changing
road levels. These problems can be reduced, but not
eliminated, if the tractor has load-shifting technologies
to transfer weight to the drive axle at low speeds. To
avoid overcompensating or tire overload, avoid loading
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

the drive axle to more than 20,000 pounds. When
weighing, measure each axle individually.
Torque applied through the drive axle will be twice
that through 6x4 configuration. That contributes to
increased wear, as does compression braking torque.
There are other factors that contribute to wear of both
drive and tag axle tires. You may have learned to use
the same tires on both axles of a tandem, but that
applies only to 6x4 applications.
Factors influencing tire selection include load,
application, geography traveled and weather. A 6x2
tandem with a drive axle and a free-rolling one will
pivot around the drive axle, creating excessive scrub
on the free-rolling tag axle. You can equalize wear
by rotating tires front-to-rear frequently and choosing
a tire designed for high-scrub, for spread axles or an
all-position tire.
Assuming you drive 100,000 miles a year, fuel
costs an average of $2.50 per gallon and you’ve
increased to 10 mpg, you’ll be spending $25,000
annually for fuel. If tires are $700 each and you
get only half the tire life you did with a 6x4
configuration, you’ll spend $2,800 more per year on
tires, not counting tire rotation and other costs. That
will save close to $5,000 or more in fuel. If you get
only a 1 mpg improvement with your new truck,
you’ll still save more than $3,000.
Work with your tire dealer to determine the best
tires for your truck. And if possible, save more
money by replacing with quality retreads. LL
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• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

513-476-7032
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Volvo rolls out
new VNL series
Special to Land Line

Congratulations!

Congratulations to the winners
of the 2017/2018 OOIDA
Mary Johnston Scholarships!

Taking input from more than 2,000 drivers, Volvo Trucks North
America reimagined and re-engineered its VNL lineup. The new
VNL series was introduced in early July.

First place scholarship winner:

Kyle Klocke

Albertville, MN – $2,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Ralph Klocke

Sean Daniels

Mt. Pleasant, WI– $1,000
Son of member,
Rick Daniels

Driver input played heavily into the redesign of the new Volvo VNL series.
(Photo courtesy of Volvo Trucks North America.)

Madelyne Louise Jacks
Mooresville, IN – $1,000

Daughter of Senior member,
Jason Jacks

Lauren Elizabeth Hardin
Clinton, NC – $1,000

Daughter of Senior member,
David S. Hardin

Kailee Gibbons
Beloit, OH – $1,000
Daughter of member,
Donald J. Gibbons

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
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The new VNL tractor series is designed for long-haul drivers and
features cutting-edge innovations in efficiency for productivity,
safety and uptime. Available in several configurations, including an
all-new, 70-inch sleeper, the Volvo VNL series defines the shape of
trucks to come.
“The new Volvo VNL builds on our long-standing commitment
to deliver the safest, most comfortable and most efficient longhaul truck on the market,” said Göran Nyberg, president of
Volvo Trucks North America. “Infused with new innovations and
technologies, we’re proud to expand upon that commitment to our
current and future customers with this new design.”

Cab comfort
Productivity is directly affected by driver comfort, which is why
the new Volvo VNL features an all-new dashboard, which puts
often-used controls within the driver’s reach. Centered in the gauge
cluster is a configurable, 5-inch color driver information display
that provides trip and diagnostic data.
An optional infotainment system is available, featuring a 7-inch
color touchscreen, navigation and an exterior backup camera. A
premium audio system is integrated with the infotainment system,
which also features Bluetooth and Apple CarPlay for the ultimate
in connectivity.
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The new Volvo VNL is also
equipped with Volvo’s smart steering
wheel, putting controls for nearly
all of the driver interface functions
right at a driver’s fingertips. The
smart steering wheel is attached to
Volvo’s Perfect Position air-assisted,
infinitely adjustable steering column,
which enables drivers not only to tilt
and telescope the steering column,
but also tilt the steering wheel
relative to the steering column. This
lets drivers of all statures find the
perfect steering wheel position and
easily view the driver information
display.
“We relied on feedback from
nearly 2,000 driver interviews to
make sure the changes we were
making aligned with drivers’
needs,” said Jason Spence, Volvo
Trucks product marketing manager
– long haul. “The results speak for
themselves: Our new VNL features
the most comfortable, driver-friendly
environment we’ve ever built.”
All VNL sleepers feature curved
cabinets that open toward the back
to maximize space, as well as an
integrated, reclining bunk, which
is a trucking industry first in North
America.

Exterior design
Designers of the new Volvo VNL
combined elements of Volvo’s design
language with dynamic new features.
Swept-back headlights include
signature Volvo daytime running

lights and frame a bold new Volvo
grille and hood. Redesigned and
repositioned engine air intakes allow
for less turbulent intake air delivery.
Airflow up and around the cab has
also been optimized with new chassis
and roof fairings.
“While we wanted the new VNL
to make a statement on the road,
we knew that it also had to make a
statement to our customers’ bottom
lines,” said Wade Long, director of
product marketing for Volvo Trucks
North America. “The incredible
design elements that we’ve
incorporated not only look great,
but they add value for the customer.
Whether it’s the sleek new bodywork
that improves aerodynamics, or the
new three-piece bumper that aids in
repairability, every design change
we’ve made has a purpose.”

Powertrain
The VNL series comes standard
with the 13-liter Volvo D13 engine.
The 15-liter Cummins X15 is also
available in the VNL series.
The entire Volvo VNL series
comes standard with Volvo’s I-Shift
automated manual transmission,
which is fully integrated with Volvo
engines. With a full array of sensors
detecting speed, grade and load, the
I-Shift knows when to shift, hold a
gear, or coast in neutral. Also, by
eliminating traditional shifting, the
I-Shift enables the driver to focus on
the job. LL

More than
a fuel saver

Safety • Stability • Savings
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.

Technical information www.airtab.com
To purchase 970-663-9075 or www.buyairtab.com
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Money to burn?
From Page 74

In the old days, truck air
conditioning systems were
relatively simple. But Hogg says
on today’s trucks, the systems are
now some of the most sophisticated
and complex components in your
truck’s engine.
Hogg says any leaks must be
located and corrected. Another
simple thing that you can do on the
preventive maintenance side is to
change cabin air filters regularly,
particularly if you operate in a
warm, dusty or windy environment.
Hogg says to check it twice a year
as a rule of thumb.
“You can tell right away if they’re
dirty,” he said. “They’re going to
get dirty quite quickly if you’re in
a dusty environment and running
your A/C quite frequently.”

to find out whether or not your belt
is ready for the task, and your belt
drive system,” Hogg said. “When
it gets hot, you’re going to find out
if it’s in good condition or poor
condition, because you will see it
on the road behind you.”
If a belt wears out prematurely,
it’s usually due to bad tensioners

or bad pulleys. Hogg recommends
replacing tensioners every other
belt change, at the maximum. If the
tensioner won’t keep that belt in the
right range, it has to be replaced.
As you prepare for the extreme
heat of summer, remember to
get belt gauges at an auto parts
store. Belts now are made out of

composite material, which makes it
more difficult to spot cracking on
the inside or the ribs during a visual
inspection. Belt gauges are needed
to measure wear on ribs.
Hogg says one item that
should never be part of your belt
maintenance program is a belt
dressing spray.
“If you spray belt dressing, it’s
likely your noise is going to go
away,” he said. “But you’ve created
more problems than it’s worth. The
substance is tacky. All the little
pebbles, sand and grit get stuck in
the belt. Now you’re going to wear
out your pulley and drive systems
and you have a serious problem.”
Hogg says if you’re going to
clean your belts, use soap and water
only.
“If your belts are in alignment
and they’re clean, you’re going to
get good life out of your belts,” he
said. LL

Belts

Belts are often out of sight, out of
mind unless you start hearing one
of them.
“When it gets hot, you’re going

Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
Circle No. 247 on Response Card
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Working in the heat
From Page 75

Heat wave:
Hydration facts
Stay hydrated. You’ve heard it
every time the temp goes beyond
90 degrees. You know it means
to drink plenty of water because
when it’s hot you lose fluids. What
you may not know is that if you
don’t replace it, your body no
longer has enough fluid to (here’s
the critical part) get blood to your
brain, your muscles, your organs.
How much water (the best
choice)? OSHA recommends four
cups of water every hour when
the heat index is more than 103
degrees.
Can you overdo the water?
Surprise. Yes you can. While
proper hydration after exercise
is important, taking in excessive
amounts of water is extremely

dangerous. Drinking too much
may lead to a condition called
“water intoxication.” The out-ofbalance electrolytes cause sodium
levels in the blood to drop too low.
When overhydration affects
brain cells, headache, confusion,
convulsions, coma (and death,
although rare) may result. A
notorious example is the 28-yearold California woman who drank
nearly 2 gallons of water in a
three-hour period during a radio
contest. She later collapsed and
died from water intoxication. LL

Sources: National Oceanic
Atmospheric Administration, National
Aeronautic Space Administration,
Centers for Disease Control,
National Weather Service, WebMD,
Associated Press, Mayo Clinic,
OSHA, Department of Labor, and
John McElligott, M.D.,Occupational
Health Systems of Knoxville, Tenn.

Roads, bridges
and extreme heat
From Page 77

manpower. Construction companies
must protect their employees from
extreme weather, which leads to
shorter hours when the thermometer
nears triple digits. Ironically, the more
triple-digit temps, the less time to fix
roads for higher temps.
There is yet another component of
our infrastructure that can be affected
by rising heat: shipping costs. More
specifically, the cost of refrigerated
freight. Some freight doesn’t
necessarily need to be cold, merely
cool. A lot of cargo can require certain
temperatures, including sensitive
electronics. When the temperature
inside trailers starts to get hotter and
hotter, shippers may need refrigerated
units when they otherwise did not.
It’s something shippers are already
thinking about. LL

NEED CASH FAST?
First-Time Owner Operators,
Limited Driving Experience and
Less than Perfect Credit

Apply Today!
FREE GIFT*
*Free gift available at closing

OFFICE LOCATIONS

TRUCK AND TRAILER PURCHASES  REPAIR LOAN FINANCING
LEASE PURCHASE BUY OUTS  COMMERCIAL TITLE LOANS
CORPORATE • 623-434-2500

34225 N. 27th Dr. Bldg. 1, Phoenix, AZ 85085

CALIFORNIA • 714-974-9700

4222 Green River Rd., Corona, CA 92878

GEORGIA • 404-975-4800

6604 Tara Blvd., Jonesboro, GA 30236

FINANCIAL SERVICES GROUP CORPORATION

www.MissionFinancialServices.net
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Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Financing equipment, saving for retirement

Q

I need to replace my
equipment as repairs and
downtime are mounting. I’m
confused about obtaining a loan.
How should I pay for the purchase?
Where do I get a loan?

A

Once you have decided what
you want and know the cost,
you have to decide whether to buy or
lease.
If you want to purchase your
equipment, decide on the amount of
down payment you can afford, which
will then give you the amount to be
financed. Shop around for the best
financing available. The following
are common finance sources:
• Dealers – Typically they will
provide financing.
• Banks – Some banks are business
oriented. If your bank does not loan
on equipment, find a bank that does
and consider changing banks.
• Motor Carrier – If you are
purchasing through a motor carrier,
they will provide a truck purchase
program.
• Credit Unions – Always a good
source for financing.
Obviously, compare the different
finance offers. You may decide to
alter the size of your down payment.
You will also need to provide
current financial information and
past tax returns.

Q
A

Should I lease the
equipment?

Leasing the equipment can
offer lower monthly
payments. There are open and closed
end leases. If you like to stay in
newer equipment, leasing may be for
you. You can get into a newer rig
every three or four years, easier than
if you purchased the equipment.
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OOIDA members who may be
considering an equipment lease, can
contact OOIDA’s Business Services
Department at 800-444-5791. There
are a number of predatory lease and
lease-purchase programs out there –
both via motor carriers and leasing
dealerships. Having the Association
review your lease agreement ahead
of time could help you avoid signing
on to a no-win contract.

Q
A

Should I pay cash for my
equipment?

We don’t typically
recommend that. Tying up
cash in an asset that loses value is
typically not a good idea. We
suggest comparing all options (listed
above) and consulting with your tax
and financial advisor before deciding
on your best approach.

Q

Should I borrow from my
retirement plan to help with
the ﬁnancing?

A

We do not recommend using
retirement plan funds for
financing purposes. This could hurt
your retirement plans.

Q

I’m young and new to
the trucking industry.
Besides all the nuances of being a
trucker, I am also concerned about
saving for retirement. My parents
have recommended that I start
saving as early as possible. What
is your advice about saving for
retirement? I do have some excess
money left from my income.

A

We are believers in starting
to save for retirement as
early as possible. But first you do
have to have some money set aside
for a so-called “rainy day.” But that
aside, starting to save early is a huge
plus. As an example, let’s say you

want to accumulate $250,000 by
making monthly contributions to a
retirement plan and investing in
stocks, stock funds and bonds
earning 8 percent annually. Look at
the chart below, which assumes you
will retire at age 67.
Age
Investment Saving Goal
37 Years $178/month
$250,000
47 Years $439/month
$250,000
57 Years $1,388/month $250,000
62 Years $3,428/month $250,000
As a further example, lowering
your investment return to 7 percent
annually and starting at your
current age of 22, investing as little
as $79 per month will yield you
$280,000 by age 65. As you can see,
your parents have given you great
advice.
Financial planners recommend
saving 10 percent of your pretax
income or profit each year for
retirement. Taxpayers who do not
start saving until their 40s should
plan on putting away 15-20 percent
each year.
NOTE: We always suggest you
get the advice of a portfolio manager
before making any stock or bond
investments. LL

This article has been presented by
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a
company which has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping services
to the trucking industry for over a
quarter century. If you would like further
information, please contact us at
800-697-5153. Visit our website at
PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s ﬁnancial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give speciﬁc
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.
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2017

IDLING

EXEMPTIONS

UTAH
Park City
EXEMPTIONS
• Emergency situations
• Health or safety (includes temperatures
below 32 and above 90)

From Page 79

Hurst, Hutto, Keene, Lake Worth,
Lancaster, Little Elm, Lockhart,
Luling, Mabank, McKinney, Mesquite,
North Richland Hills, Pecan Hill,
Round Rock, Rowlett, San Marcos,
University Park and Westlake
EXEMPTIONS
• Defrost windshield
• HOS compliance beyond 2 miles
of available external heat or A/C
connection

Salt Lake County
EXEMPTIONS
• To heat/cool sleeper berth if more than
500 feet from any residence

Houston
EXEMPTIONS
• The motor vehicle when idling is
necessary to power a heater or air
conditioner while a driver is using
the vehicle’s sleeper berth for a
government-mandated rest period and
is not within two miles of a facility
offering external heating and air
conditioning connections at a time
when those connections are available

VERMONT Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Rest-period idling
• Health or safety of vehicle occupant

San Antonio (pending)
EXEMPTIONS
• Vehicles with a sleeper berth, only
during a government-mandated rest
period
• For employee health or safety while
employee is using vehicle to perform
an essential job function related to road
construction or maintenance during a
government-mandated rest period

Salt Lake City
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety or health emergency
• No limit to operate air conditioner or
heater with temperatures below 32 or
above 90

Burlington
EXEMPTIONS
• Health and safety of driver or passenger
WEST VIRGINIA Statewide
EXEMPTIONS
• Prevent safety or health emergency
• Sleeper berth A/C or heat when less
than 40 degrees or higher than 75
degrees at legal parking locations
• Waiting for a police escort for a
permitted load
• When necessary to operate defrosters,
heater, A/C or cargo reefer equipment
WISCONSIN
Madison
EXEMPTIONS
• Temperatures below 40 or above 80 LL

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
Income Tax Preparation
Bookkeeping Services
Quarterly Estimated Taxes
Financial Statements
Corporate and LLC formations
Non-ﬁlers
Delinquent income tax returns
IRS collection problems

KEEP MORE OF WHAT YOU EARN
AND LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

only

159

$

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

OOIDA
Corporate
Member
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Code vs. code
The Texas motor vehicle code, the
Illinois motor vehicle code, the
Florida motor vehicle code, etc.
Each state in the U.S. has its own
specific motor vehicle or driver code
that usually lists all of the particular
state’s traffic violations; whether
the violations are “moving or nonmoving” violations; and, if it’s a
state that uses a point system, how
many driver points may be allocated
for each violation.

So, the question is, will
your Illinois traffic ticket
amount to a points
violation in your home
state of Michigan?
Maybe yes, maybe no.
The following illustrates the kind of
problem you might have when you
receive a ticket in one state, but your
driver license is issued from another
state.

Q.

I got a ticket in Illinois for
“improper stopping/parking
on a bridge.” The cop told me it
was “just a parking ticket” and that
it was “no big deal.” But my driver
license was issued from Michigan,
so I was wondering if the Illinois
cop was right and I should just pay
the ticket? What do you think?

A.

First, you did the right thing
by asking questions before
you simply submitted payment for
your ticket. You always want to take
the time to make an informed
decision before you do something
that may be irreversible.
Second, this is a great question
100 LAND LINE

because it shows just how different
each state’s motor vehicle code can
be, and how you can get into a lot
of trouble when you assume your
state’s motor vehicle code is going
to be the same as the state where
you received your ticket.
Your Illinois ticket for “improper
stopping/parking on a bridge” is
listed in the Illinois motor vehicle
code as a non-point violation.
However, your driver license was
issued from the state of Michigan,
not from Illinois. So, the Illinois
motor vehicle code doesn’t really
matter to you. The only motor
vehicle code you need to be
concerned about is the one from
your home state of Michigan.
So the question is, will your
Illinois traffic ticket amount to a
points violation in your home state
of Michigan? Maybe yes, maybe no.
Michigan doesn’t specifically have
an identical charge of “improper
stopping/parking on a bridge.”
How will Michigan interpret your
Illinois ticket if you’re convicted of
your charge? Will Michigan consider
your ticket to be a 0-point charge
or will they code it as “impeding
traffic” which is a 2-point charge?
Now, here’s where it gets a little
tricky.
You may be thinking, “Heck, I’ll
just call the Michigan Secretary
of State and ask one of the
representatives there if I’ll get any
points when my Illinois ticket hits
my record. If the representative
tells me I won’t get any points for
this charge, I’ll just pay my ticket.”
Wrong.
First, getting any Secretary of
State representative to actually
guarantee, in advance, how your

out-of-state ticket will be treated
once it hits your home state driver
record is usually not going to
happen. Second, even if you do
get a representative to guarantee
how your out-of-state ticket will
be treated when it hits your driver
record, there’s no guarantee that the
representative is correct. And, if the
representative is wrong, and you end
up with driver points being allocated
to your record when you were told
that wouldn’t happen, that “mistake”
may be irreversible.
The best thing to do would be
to get a copy of the Michigan
motor vehicle code and select a
guaranteed “0 point” charge from
the list. Then, you can appear in
the Illinois court listed on your
ticket and ask the prosecuting
attorney assigned to your case if
he/she would agree to amend your
charge to that particular “0 point”
charge. If the prosecutor agrees,
you can rest easy. If you can’t get
an agreement to amend your ticket,
you can then decide to simply pay
your ticket or go to trial. LL

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call 405242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or email
RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for specific
advice on your situation.
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BEYOND THE BUZZ

Heartland Express acquires
Interstate Distributor Co.
By Land Line staff

Heartland Express has recently acquired Washingtonbased Interstate Distributor Co. in a transaction valued
at approximately $113 million, according to a press
release.
Interstate, a dry van truckload company, was
founded in 1933 and works primarily in the western and
southeastern regions of the country. Its fleet consists of
approximately 1,350
company tractors,
220 tractors supplied
by independent
contractors, and
4,700 trailers.
Founded in 1978,
Iowa-based Heartland Express focuses on medium to
short-haul regional freight. The company’s drivers have
an average experience level of more than nine years,
according to its website.
“Heartland will gain significant additional traffic
density in the West, and our stronger eastern network
will improve service for (Interstate’s) customers in the
East,” Michael Gerdin, chairman, president and CEO of
Heartland, said in a statement.
With a 2016 revenue of $325 million, Interstate’s
headquarters and national terminal network
locations overlap with Heartland locations and will
be consolidated over the next 18 months. Numerous
Interstate drop yards will be eliminated, according to a
press release.
Heartland expects to integrate Interstate into
Heartland’s existing operations and operate under the
Heartland brand. Administrative, sales and marketing,
pricing, recruiting, safety, accounting, information
technology, and similar functions will be combined
using personnel from both companies to provide
seamless service to customers and drivers.
The $113 million transaction value includes
approximately $94 million in cash for the equity, $23
million in assumed debt, and $4 million of acquired
cash. After Heartland pays off Interstate’s debt, the
trucking company will be debt-free with a cash balance
of $50 million to $170 million of availability on its
revolving line of credit.
Heartland acquired Interstate from Saltchuk, which
acquired the company in 2012.
“Ultimately, we decided to look for a new home for
Interstate to allow us to focus investment in other areas
of our business,” Mark Tabbutt, chairman of Saltchuk,
said in a statement. “Heartland offered not only a
strategic fit for the business that would allow it to grow
but a good cultural match for the team.” LL
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12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499
GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, next to Pilot Travel Center

ELOY, AZ • 502-836-2386
I-10, Exit 200, across from Love’s Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
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TruckMiles

¨

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.

BEYOND THE BUZZ

Grote’s thin-strip LED lighting
sure to change the game
By Land Line staff

Perhaps one of the coolest innovations
in LED lighting was shown to the
press corps a few years ago at the
Mid-America Trucking Show. Grote
Industries trotted out these thin strips of
plastic with LED lights in them. We were
blown away. The uses, we speculated,

includes being waterproof, rather than
just rain-resistant, and being able to
withstand pressure washing with hot
water. It also has a patented thin-film
technology that is only 0.5 mils thick
(equivalent to a piece of paper) in
34-inch strips that produce a very high
475-plus lumens.
The XTL LED light strips are also

My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” Ð Lorne Daigle
Pictured here in the bed of a pickup, the LED thin-strip lights from Grote Industries can be used in the
cab or trailer since they are durable and waterproof. (Photos courtesy of Grote Industries)

● Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
● Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
● Driver expense tracking
● Full color maps
● Multiple stop and location
entries
● Proﬁt margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax

were virtually unlimited.
Without a drumroll, because this is a
print magazine, Grote has rolled out its
LED strip lighting.
LED strip lights are by no means new.
However, with limited options and a
less-than-rugged design, traditional LED
lighting strips have been more playtoy for accent lighting than designed
for the often harsh truck and trailer
setting. Fortunately, advances in LED
technology are providing truck owners
with better options.
New thin-film LED technology not only
produces brighter illumination, but does
so using paper-thin strips that can be
easily installed into the existing lighting
power system or a supplied battery box.
As a result, the number of
applications and locations for LED task
lighting is skyrocketing. To meet the
demand, companies such as Grote
Industries are releasing new advanced
LED light strip options.
Designed specifically for trucks, the
XTL is designed to meet or exceed
established industry standards. This

resistant to 25 of the most common
chemicals associated with vehicles in
the event of exposure or spills, including
motor oil, diesel fuel, battery acid,
gasoline, and brake fluid.
The strips have been installed in
sleeping compartments for added
lighting and can be attached to a
dimmer switch to increase or decrease
the lighting needed.
XTL lights are extremely durable
and could be hung from the walls or
ceiling of a trailer to greatly increase
productivity.
To ease installation the lights come
with pre-cut double sided tape. Simply
peel back the protective cover and
press the LED strips into place. Some
LED strip lights also come with both
a battery option and a wiring harness
to tap directly into the truck’s power
system.
For more information about XTL LED
Strip Lights, contact Grote at 2600
Lanier Drive, Madison, IN 47250; phone:
800-628-0809; email xtl@grote.com; or
online at Grote.com. LL
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Health pavilion at GATS
to feature free screenings
The Landstar Fit for the Road
Health and Wellness Pavilion
at the Great American Trucking
Show in Dallas in August
will offer a wide variety of
free screenings. The event
takes place at the Kay Bailey
Hutchison Convention Center
on Aug. 24-26.
You can take advantage of
free services that include BMI
and blood pressure testing;
prostate exams, blood sugar
and A1C testing; lung volume,
vascular and venal testing;
kidney function analysis; sleep
apnea screenings; chiropractor
exams and minor adjustments;
eye acuity and color blindness
testing; and more.
Landstar has again partnered
up with DKMS for the Bone
Marrow Donor Registration
Drive. DKMS is an international

2017 St. Christopher fundraiser
‘Band Together’ expands
During the month of August, TA and Petro
Stopping Center locations will again participate
in the 2017 Band Together for St. Christopher
Truckers Relief Fund.
As in past years, those making $1 donations
will receive a commemorative wristband, and
those making $5 donations will receive an SCF
keychain.
All donations go directly to SCF. Your donations
help truck drivers and their families who have
financial needs due to medical problems.
But there’s more, as two more nationally known
truck stop chains join the effort. Band Together is
on the industry calendar for TA/Petro and Coffee
Cup Fuel Stops for the month of August. Sapp
Brothers’ locations will “band together” for the
months of August and September.
For more information regarding SCF, go to
TruckersFund.org. LL

nonprofit organization
dedicated to the fight against
blood cancer and blood
disorders.
The pavilion will also feature
a blood drive in partnership
with Carter BloodCare. Carter
BloodCare is a nonprofit
organization that provides lifesaving transfusion resources to
more than 200 medical facilities
throughout Texas.
Mammograms will also be
offered with Baylor Scott and
White health systems. Financial
assistance will be available for
those without insurance. To
make a reservation, call
214-820-3040.
For more about GATS, visit
TruckShow.com. For more on
Pride & Polish, see Page 57.
Stop by and visit OOIDA at
booth 21017. LL

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
Circle No. 18 on Response Card
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YOURHEALTH
John McElligott, MD

Never mind how you pronounce it,
what is ‘rhabdo’?

ANSWER
Rhabdomyolysis, “rhabdo” for short
and pronounced rab-doe, can be a
serious life-threatening condition
that has a variety of causes.
Truckers are not prone to contract
this condition and rhabdo is not
specific to hot weather, but there is
a risk.

Rhabdomyolysis, “rhabdo”
for short and pronounced
rab-doe, can be a serious
life-threatening condition
that has a number of
causes.
The cause of rhabdomyolysis
is related to muscle damage –
severe damage – which causes the
muscle fibers to leak, or release a
protein pigment called myoglobin.
Myoglobin release can cause acute
kidney injury.
So, what causes it and how do
you know you have it?
Rhabdo occurs most commonly
following trauma to the muscle.
This can be overexertion or a crushtype injury.
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no hot drinks, and absolutely no
energy drinks or sugary drinks.
My experience with rhabdo
(during hot weather) is mostly from
trauma, embolization from being
in one position, and overexertion
creating heat stroke. The latter is
from dehydration in truckers who
are taking medications and exerting
themselves repeatedly during the
day without staying hydrated.
Having heat exhaustion or a heat
stroke is likely the top contributing
factor for a trucker to develop
rhabdo during these blazing summer
days. Here’s an example: Truckers
may in one day drive from a hot
humid area – losing body water
through sweating – to a hot dry area
with no sweat due to evaporation.
If the body water is not replaced,
then your body begins to use its
cellular reserve. If not replaced,
then the body reacts and you get
thirsty. By this point a driver,
depending on health status and
conditioning, can lose up to
2-3 gallons of water. Thirst
alone is not the best indicator of
dehydration. When thirst presents,
dehydration is already present.
Symptoms include dark, reddish
urine, a decreased amount of urine,
weakness, and muscle aches and
swelling.
These are indications you
may writing yourself an Rx for
rhabdomyolysis and possible
incapacitation.
Fluid must be replaced slowly and
continuously (by mouth) when thirst
starts. Drink 600 ml every 15-20
minutes. That’s about 2.5 cups. Use
cool water, and truckers should
have water handy whenever
traveling. Note: no ice-cold drinks,

What are some
risk factors:
n Heat stroke (meaning you’ve had
one)
n Medications
n Infection
n Trauma (crush injuries, soft tissue
swelling)
n Alcohol use, especially during hot
weather
n Metabolic disorders
n Illicit drug use
n Infection
n Age and mobility

As you can see, most of these
may not be a causation issue in
most truckers. However, the ones
who are at risk need to heed the
risk factors – especially as related
to excessive exertion during hot
weather.
Rhabdomyolysis is an endstage condition that can be fatal
if not prevented or treated very
aggressively. By aggressive
treatment, I mean hospitalization. LL

John McElligott is an M.D., Fellow of
the American College of Physicians,
and medical director of the St.
Christopher Truckers Development and
Relief Fund.
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A trucker recently asked me about
a condition with a long, hard-topronounce name. Some of you may
be at risk for this odd-sounding but
dangerous condition.
His personal family physician told
him that extreme temps, unloading,
overexertion when tarping a
trailer, or sitting for long periods
is a “recipe for something called
rhabdo.” This driver asked me to
explain what rhabdo is, how you
know you have it, and what needs
to be done right away.
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DASHBOARDCONFIDENTIAL
Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

Stupidity should be painful
I’m not a mean person. All things
considered, I have even mellowed
a lot with age, so I try to be patient,
understanding and, yes, even
forgiving. That doesn’t mean I’m a
softy or a pushover.
In my earlier days of being a
New York City meat hauler, I
learned very quickly to control the
traffic around me and be in charge

Yes, Virginia, there
is a Santa Claus and
paybacks. You know
what they say about
paybacks, and this one
had puppies.
of my own “space,” and those
habits serve me well to this day.
I don’t get hyper or overreact in
traffic situations that would make
a normal person run and hide. Too
many years on the Cross Bronx and
the 405. Go with the flow and stay
mellow.
That said, over the years I have
witnessed truly rude, mean and
nasty behavior by drivers of cars,
trucks and buses. I realize no one
is perfect and everyone can err
in judgment. But I am talking
about mean, pushy and dangerous
drivers.
In the past few years, it seems
to be almost the norm for bad
behavior and I trust no one. We all
see it every day, many times over
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and over. I also think that stupidity
should be painful. The more stupid
your crime, the more painful it
should be, just because I said so.
A proper testament to that was
an encounter of the best kind a
few weeks ago. Coming out of
downtown San Diego on I-5 North,
I was in the far-right lane doing my
“drive slow because it’s California”
trick. Most cars whizzed by doing
75 or faster.
Approaching the I-805 merge, the
freeway is about eight lanes wide
and the far-right lane merges left,
then that far right lane merges left
again, then that far-right lane is an
exit only. Pretty easy and I have
done it a hundred times before. Left
signal on, blinky blink, ease on
over and watch my blind spots. No
one around for miles, so I’m good.
Except for this one jerk in a black
Mercedes. I see him in my mirror
and he is traveling a good 80 mph,
weaving and bobbing through the
staggered lines of cars behind me
three lanes away. I would guess
he was a wannabe racecar driver,
as he was cutting off cars way too
close to get ahead.
I now had a car on my left, and
Mr. Racer Boy tried to force his
way between us as I was merging
left. If he had a brain, he could
have passed on the left but chose
to be aggressive next to the big
green truck. He ran out of space,
didn’t make it, hit the brakes hard,
swerved around the car to the left

and cut him off. Nice.
As I anticipated, the driver’s
window rolled down and Racer
Boy gave me the bird for a good
solid minute. I knew it was
coming. I was duly punished
for my crime of driving on his
freeway in the right lane where
I was supposed to be. But wait!
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa
Claus and paybacks. Sweet, sweet
paybacks. You know what they say
about paybacks, and this one had
puppies.
Mr. Racer Boy in his desperation
to insult me with his single digit
salute, held his arm out the window
a bit too long. I’m not sure if the
wind got under the clasp or it was
divine intervention, but the jerk’s
wristwatch flew off, blew over
his car roof and directly under the
wheels of the big green truck he
had just flipped off. That would be
me.
For a second I thought, “Man,
that’s terrible, really too bad.” I
quickly got over my compassion
(it only lasted a second) and I truly
hoped that it was a $20,000 Rolex
that I had mashed into tinfoil.
When I last saw Racer Boy, he
nailed the brakes, swung a hard
right to the shoulder, bailed out and
was running back to the scene of
his squashed tinfoil wristwatch. I
really hoped that he was not stupid
enough to try and retrieve his little
patch of tinfoil. Stupidity should be
painful but not deadly. LL
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NEED TO KNOW

Brake Safety Day slated for Sept. 7
By Land Line staff

Truckers have a few months to get those brakes in
order. Brake Safety Day is scheduled for Thursday,
Sept. 7, according to a Commercial Vehicle Safety
Alliance press release.
Inspectors will primarily conduct the North American
Standard Level I Inspection, which is a 37-step
procedure that includes an examination of both driver
operating requirements and vehicle mechanical
fitness. Inspections conducted will include inspection
of brake-system components to identify loose or
missing parts, air or hydraulic fluid leaks, worn linings,
pads, drums or rotors, and other faulty brake-system
components.
ABS malfunction indicator lamps are also
checked. Inspectors will measure pushrod stroke,
where applicable. Vehicles with defective or out-ofadjustment brakes will be placed out of service.
In the 10 jurisdictions using performance-based
brake testing (PBBT) equipment, vehicle braking
efficiency will be measured. PBBT systems include
a slow speed roller dynamometer that measures
total vehicle weight and total brake force from which
braking efficiency is determined. The minimum
braking efficiency for trucks is 43.5 percent, required
by U.S. federal regulation and the CVSA out-of-service
criteria.
Law enforcement agencies across North America
will conduct inspections on large trucks and buses to
identify out-of-adjustment brakes, and brake-system
and antilock braking system violations as part of the
CVSA Operation Airbrake Program. Brake Safety Day
activities seek to educate drivers, mechanics, owneroperators and others on the importance of proper
brake maintenance, operation and performance with
outreach and educational efforts.
Brake-related violations composed the largest
percentage (representing 45.7 percent) of all out-ofservice violations cited during Operation Airbrake’s
companion International Roadcheck campaign
in 2016, which focused on inspections of both
commercial motor vehicles and drivers.
This year’s Sept. 7 Brake Safety Day follows up
on CVSA’s May 3, 2017, unannounced Brake Safety
Day and replaces the seven-day Brake Safety Week
campaign from previous years.
The May unannounced enforcement campaign
checked the brake systems of nearly 10,000
commercial motor vehicles, and roughly 12 percent of
those vehicles had brake violations that would render
them out of service.
More than 3.4 million brakes have been inspected
since the program’s inception in 1998. LL
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USA Today, New York
Times give truckers’ side
of the story
Thanks for putting some
driver concerns out there. Aside
from getting respect from fourwheelers out on our nation’s
highways, it would be safe for all
to observe posted speeds, use
their directional signals, and realize
every life matters. I just ask all to
pay attention to the task at hand,
driving, and worry about the small
stuff when you get there. Nothing is
worth anyone’s life being lost over
stupidity.
Terry Jones
Facebook’s Zuckerberg gets
face time with truckers
I was skeptical of social media years
ago but have come to depend on
it. I am glad to see creator Mark Z.
is making contact in our industry.

My trucking days are coming to an
end, but I hope I stay connected to
it through FB and OOIDA. Thanks,
Mark.
Texas 2 Tone
West Virginia adopts road
revenue package; Oregon and
Wisconsin not giving up
Why not go back to the highway
trust fund? All highway user fees
have to be placed into the highway
trust fund and that money can
only be used for the highways, not
sound walls or any other things not
associated directly with the highways
and rest areas.
David Caddell
Then impose the same BS on cars.
Terence Higgins
I never buy diesel fuel in West Virginia
unless it’s absolutely necessary. It’s

Smiles all around.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

already too expensive in that state.
David Hamilton
Mexican cross-border trucking:
U.S. Court of Appeals rules for
the U.S. DOT
The government has creeped so far
up our backside we will never get
them out. America has to be fed up
with not being heard in our courts.
Thomas Duncan
If they continue to be ignorant and
let this program continue, it will
decimate the American trucker as we
know it.
Clinton Seals
So if our courts don’t have the
authority to oversee U.S. laws and
decisions made by U.S. government
administrations that affect all
Americans, who the hell does?
Steve Bixler
FHWA report details what
truck parking coalition has
accomplished so far
There is already an app that could be
used to tie all the parking information
together, called “Trucker Path.” All
that is needed is timely reporting
from truck stops about their available
parking. Then also end the ridiculous
ban on parking on highway onramps. I can understand not parking
on the shoulders of roads, but the
on-ramps should be fair game given
the lower speeds of the vehicles on
them. Also, the grassy areas inside
interchanges can be used for parking
with a bit more grading and paving,
also helping to eliminate the need
to acquire land, as this already lies
inside of the highway right of way,
and is sitting there idle.
Harley A. Putnam
It certainly would be interesting to
see how much money has been spent
on all of these meetings and talk,
while rest areas remain closed from
lack of funding.
Kurt Keilhofer
Continued on Page 111

Circle No. 15 on Response Card
108 LAND LINE

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May, 2020!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2020.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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on the road

By Jon Osburn Skipper of “The Spirit”

Truck show season in full swing
My favorite part of the summer
season? All the cool truck shows
Sassi and I get to visit in the Spirit
Truck. We’ve already been to some
great shows like Walcott Trucker’s
Jamboree, and Wheel Jam, and
we’ll be heading to even more as the
summer months and miles roll on.
After some R&R at our Home 20
last month, we hit the road and
headed back east. We start out at my
buddy (and OOIDA member) Robert
“Mouse” Fernald’s Travel Centers of
America in Wilmington, Conn.,
Aug. 3-5. Next we’ll head north to
Dysart’s on Interstate 95 in Bangor,
Maine, Aug. 7-9. On a previous visit,
I got to see how they make their
delicious “Whoopie” pies. If you’ve
never had one, you’re missing out.
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After Dysart’s, we’ll swing south
to the TravelCenters of America in
Paulsboro, N.J., where I’m looking
forward to hanging out with Land
Line’s John Bendel for a few days.
We’ll also make stops in Maryland,
Virginia, Ohio and Wisconsin. Be
sure to check the schedule for all our
dates and locations.
We’re going to be starting out the
month eating lobster rolls and ending
it eating kringle pastries in Racine.
Do I not have a cool job? This is the
month I live for all year.
September will really kick the show
truck touring season into gear. We’ll
be at all kinds of shows during the
month, including the Big Iron Classic
in Kasson, Minn., and the Guilty by
Association Truck Show hosted by

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and the
gang at 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo.
We’ll conclude September with a
stop at the South Dakota Convoy for
Special Olympics in Rapid City, S.D.
If you’re in the area, stop by and
see me, Sassi and the new “Spirit,” a
2017 Western Star 5700XE. LL

Senior Member
Jon Osburn has
been an OOIDA
member since 1993.
A former longtime
owner-operator, Jon
has also worked as
a paramedic and
a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives with his wife, Vicki,
in Boise, Idaho, and travels with his loyal
co-pilot, Sassi the dog.
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FHWA report details what truck parking
coalition has accomplished so far
The only thing they didn’t mention was how they
would pay for anything.
Richard Pingel
OOIDA: More than 100,000 refund checks
mailed to NY HUT class members
Just got my check. Thanks for standing up for me. And
that’s why I am an OOIDA member.
Joel Irby

Keep life
in focus.

Outstanding … if no one else says it, I will: Thank you,
OOIDA.
Debora Long
Ten states implement fuel rate changes on July 1
Indiana’s tax increase is absolutely criminal. The roads are
the worst in country. States should not be allowed to have
surcharges; all fuel taxes should be at the pump.
Charles Wiedies

Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.

As long as the fuel tax is used for the highway trust fund,
it’s still better than tollways being implemented. Because
if you play it right, you can still get a decent return on
IFTA whereas tolls, your money goes to investors never to
be seen again. Indiana is a good example of that.
Dave Morreau

OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.

Quit spending our tax dollars! We truck drivers are being
overtaxed! Where did all the fuel tax money go? Where
did all of the Highway Usage Tax moneys go? Each semi
truck out here has to pay $550 a year for road taxes! Our
roads are in pretty bad shape. I think there needs to be
accountability as to where all of these moneys are being
spent!
Mary Taylor

OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.

Michigan law enforcement targeting truckers
for next several weeks
Why don’t they focus on the idiots that cut us off? We
have to comply with so many rules, and four-wheelers can
care less about driving and more about their social media!
Kenneth Binkley

It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.

Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
NEW!
Available
YearRound!

OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Start with the cars. Truck crashes start there.
Adam Raycraft
Maybe the state troopers should get out of the squad cars
and ride with us for an afternoon to see what real life is
like behind the wheel.
Kevin MacPhee
Glad I almost never go to Michigan. Roads suck, drivers
suck, and now cops suck.
Troy Reahard

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
Circle No. 25 on Response Card
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Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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ACCOUNTING
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ....................117
Taxation Solutions................................116
Todd Knapp, CPA ................................115

THE CLASSIFIED

MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 215,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (53%), small and medium ﬂeets (19%),
and company drivers (21%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 480,000

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,

Corporate Capital ................................114
Eagle Capital .......................................113
Financial Resources Group ................116
Legacy Financial Services ..................117
Neal Freeman Investments.................116
TBS Factoring Service ........................114
Time Back Billing .................................117
XFactors...............................................118

products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary

LEGAL SERVICES

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED

Coast to Coast Legal Services ...........118
Road Law.............................................113

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
BH Tubes ............................................. 116
Cruise King .......................................... 118
Donvel .................................................. 117
ELW ...................................................... 117
Electrowarmth...................................... 117
Freight Movers School ................. 113,114
Gateway Supply .................................. 114
Great American Chrome Shop........... 115
Hadley Products.................................. 117
Jet-Alert ................................................ 115
Phoenix Sleep Solutions ..................... 115
RoadKing Shocks ............................... 118
Silver Road Shocks ............................. 115
SouthPointe Radiator .......................... 115
Van Alstine ........................................... 116
Weather Toppers ................................. 114

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS

business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285

Circle No. 114 on Response Card

Paola, KS

Since 1958

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
Circle No. 43 on Response Card
Circle No. 80 on Response Card

Circle No. 174 on Response Card

Loadtraining.com ................................117
Rig Expense Tracker ...........................114
The Truckers Helper ............................113
Truckdriver.com ...................................118

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
CWB Transport .................................... 116
Debrick Truck Line ............................... 113
Show Me Trucking ............................... 116

Circle No. 126 on Response Card
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DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

Circle No. 69 on Response Card

Circle No. 213 on Response Card

ARE YOU A SOLE PROPRIETOR?
If so, park your truck RIGHT NOW and don’t drive
another mile until you incorporate your business!

Call 855-810-4114 now or
visit www.corpcapinc.com

Circle No. 199 on Response Card

If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,

WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH:

then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

• Getting Money
• CPA Tax Planning
• Bookkeeping Services • Asset Protection
• Living Trusts
• Equipment Leasing
• And More!

● 100% waterproof
● Made from high-quality vinyl
● Affordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

Our Customers Say It Best . . .
“I was a sole proprietor until I incorporated my
business with CCI. Now they do the bookkeeping
and taxes for my business, and I literally save
thousands of dollars every year.”

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

Weather
oppers, Inc.

Circle No. 219 on Response Card

– Robert Dowdy of Cisco Group, Inc.

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Lodding, President/Owner
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117

114 LAND LINE

Circle No. 139 on Response Card

Circle No. 112 on Response Card
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GATS Booth # 16058

Circle No. 248 on Response Card

Circle No. 79 on Response Card

IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

CPA

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

Corporate
Supporter

Circle No. 166 on Response Card

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Circle No. 78 on Response Card

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years

1-888-780-4894
Circle No. 105 on Response Card

Circle No. 158 on Response Card
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ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!
900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com
Circle No. 58 on Response Card

Van Alstine “G-1000” Tire Groover
Patented Design
Made in
USA

Circle No. 261 on Response Card

Need Drivers

FLATBED

Need O/Os
in MO & Eastern KS

in Western MO & Eastern KS

Vacation Pay & Holiday Pay
Health, Dental
and Vision Insurance
Simple IRA Retirement Program
Flexible work schedule

Take advantage of the thousands of
miles remaining in your tires

- TRUCKING & FREIGHT, INC.

Longevity Bonus
Weekly Pay
Flexible work schedule

Our operating area is roughly a 600-mile radius of Kansas City
All O/Os and drivers have weekends home

Call 800-824-3822 or visit www.showmetrucking.com

Fast

Accurate

Easy

VAN ALSTINE MFG. CO., INC., TRAPPE, PA

www.vanalstinemfg.com

610-489-7670

SUPPLIER TO MAJOR TIRE MANUFACTURERS
Circle No. 121 on Response Card

OFF LEASE LATE MODEL OTR TRUCKS
FOR SALE WITH FINANCING IF NEEDED!
Low down payments, no minimum
FICO score, low weekly or monthly
payments. For information,
email: jstone1@kc.rr.com
or call John at 816-607-8944

Circle No. 44 on Response Card

Circle No. 151 on Response Card

Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

HIRING FREIGHT
BROKERS AND AGENTS

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

Experience in the MILITARY and PRIVATE sectors.
• Working in the Midwest, Northwest, Northeast
and Southern United States
• Truckload and LTL Freight
• Flatbeds, Stepdecks, Vans
& RGN loads

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU
Circle No. 74 on Response Card

800-962-0972
www.cwbtransport.com
Circle No. 232 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise in the Marketplace
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Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.
CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

15% Off

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz
Circle No. 202 on Response Card

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service

Circle No. 161 on Response Card

COMMERCIAL CLASS PARTS & ACCESSORIES
Original Equipment Replacement Parts (OEM)
MINI AIR
COMPRESSORS

POWER 4-WAY
MIRRORS

HEIGHT CONTROL
VALVES

FREE
SHIPPING

• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

Mention this ad

AIR HORNS
PARTS &
ACCESSORIES

Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!

Complete line of air valves

& smart valves
Visit our website for more
information on all of our products

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com

www.hadleyhorns.com • (800) 875-4488

Circle No. 179 on Response Card

(847) 546-2775 (outside the U.S.) • Email: cpgllc@msn.com

TIME BACK BILLING

Circle No. 154 on Response Card

Take your time back by doing less paperwork!

Easy sign-up
Postage-paid envelopes
Quick invoicing

316.303.5456 TimeBack@cox.net
Circle No. 55 on Response Card

ELW Co.

Circle No. 45 on Response Card

www.elwcompany.com
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614-871-1620

BEST APU PRICING IN THE COUNTRY
FINANCING AVAILABLE
Circle No. 235 on Response Card
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CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!

Got a ticket? Fight it!

• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Protect your CDL

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com
Circle No. 122 on Response Card

Visit us at GATS
Booth # 16056

Circle No. 2 on Response Card

Drop Today – Cash Today

NON-RECOURSE DEPOSITARDS LO APPLICATCIOHNESCKSS24/7
FACTORING FREE DIREFCRTEE FUFERLECE TRAFNRSEFE SETFURPE/E CRNEDOITRESERVE
•

•

SINCE
1990

•

•

•

•

XFactors Financial

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

Circle No. 249 on Response Card

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to
over 215,000
industry
professionals
Call 800-444-5791 to speak to
an advertising representative.
118 LAND LINE

Our audited subscriber base
includes
owner-operators
(53%), small and medium
ﬂeets (19%) and company
drivers (21%). With our passalong
readership,
Land
Line reaches over 480,000
individuals. As the ofﬁcial
publication of OOIDA, Land
Line provides the trucking
industry with sharp insight
into every aspect of trucking.
From legislative and regulatory
issues,
to
equipment,
products, services, industry
news, lifestyle and proﬁtability.
Land Line stands out as the
primary business publication
for
professional
truckers.
Advertising in Land Line gets
results.

Circle No. 111 on Response Card

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

Sirius XM 146
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OOIDACongratulations
Life Members

Brian Abrahamson
Tim Adams
Charles Albertson
Maurice Alvarado
Joseph Amodeo
Lester Angst
Robert Asberry
Michael Babbitt
Julie A. Badker
Robert Badker
Alvin Barber
James Cobb
Franklyn Coleman
Ronald Covert
Timothy Dahly
Lynn Dennis

Jerry Foor
Russell Fox
John Grabowski
William Green
Kermit Gribble
Timothy Guest II
Kenneth Hall
Robert Hollabaugh
Bill Hoth
Alan Hoy
Carl Hudson
Renee Hudson
Michael Huvers
Karl Jackson Sr.
Wayne Jenkins
Sonny Jewell

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Mark Johnson
Ari Kaim
Ronald King
Paul Landry
Stacey Lawrence
Billie Martan
Pamela Mavis
Cheryl McDaniel
Craig McDonald
Timothy McKinley
Kurt Miller
Joel Minnich
Jeff Moore
Deane Nickleson
E. Brad Oliver
George Pancoast III

Senior Members
Noe Abarca
Thomas Ahner
Mohammed Al Sadoon
Terry Bartholomew
Don H. Baxter
Kurt A. Beegle
Luis Bolanos
Kevin D. Booth
James A. Brewer
Matthew D. Brown
Bren L. Buising
William A. Cambridge
James L. Chinn
Anthony J. Clark
Bonnie J. Coffman
Ira D. Cole
Ronnie L. Cramer
Dottie Creason
Harold T. Crone
Darrel Cushenbery
Eugene L. Czubakowski
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Keith H. Dahl
Marcos Dasilva
Calvin P. Davis
Thomas Lee Davis
Robert Ditchkus
Phillip Duke
Ralph E. Eissler
Malgorzata Gornik
Ron A. Gray
Mark J. Harris
Robert Haukos
Vincent Hayes Sr.
R. C. Henderson
Steven C. Henderson
Pamela C. Henson
John Hickman
Rachel Hickman
Kevin E. Hillary
Percy Holifield
James R. Hornburg
Don L. Hutchins

Neal Pearson
Leo Pendergast
Glenn Ragels
Lynn Ragels
Clifford Raynor
Bettylou Riegner
Phillip Ritze
Douglas Sailors
Robert School
Jerry Schultz
Marlene E.
Schwenker
Steve Schwenker
Jerry Scott
Terry Scott
Christine Simmons

William Snodderly
Lloyd Speight
Pamelarose Spencer
Bob Stanton
H Steenstrup
Derek Swank
Mark Tamke
Howard Taylor
Michael Thompson
Ron Van Wyk
Thomas Vedder
Charlie Washington
Val Williamson
Leo Wondergem
Omar Zook

For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us (800) 444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

Robert L. James
Henry Jimenez
Lisa K. Johnson
William C. Johnson
Michael C. Laub
James P. Lawrence
Bret D. Leeman
Ronald W. Lewis
Charles E. Long
Thomas I. Louderback
Josephine Lowry
Cynthia L. Mackey
Michael B. Mackey
Ian P. Mangey
Victor Mayfield
Venus J. Maynor
Bill R. McClung
Eamon J. McKevitt
Steven C. McNeil
Miguel A. Merino
Bozo Mijatovic

Penny L. Morrison
Brian D. Munday
Jacek Nawabilski
Jeffrey E. Nedrow
Lewis C. Oldham
Andrzej Pasciak
Jose Luis Pena
Laurence Perkins
Elwood W. Perry Jr.
Albert L. Phillips
Kelly J. Pittman
William Rethwisch
Randy Riedlinger
Joseph W. Rietveld
Lance M. Robinson
Glenn E. Rose
Manuel A. Salvatierra
Edward R. Samons
Lorene Schmucker
P. A. Schroeder
Bertha R. Seazer

Ignacio Segura
Terry A. Silversmith
Rajbeer Singh
Robert S. Smith
Randy Stimer
Paul O. Vadenais
Miguel Villalobos
Louis Villarreal
Richard Earl Wagner
Bruce K. Wappes
Ronald J. Wehr
John Wilder
Ronald E. Willette
Ferron Williams
Donald D. Wilson
Randy J. Winebrenner
Jeff Woelfel
Tony Woitko

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

2017

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com for
more industry events.

AUGUST
4-6 Carlisle Truck Nationals, Carlisle, Pa. For more
information, visit Facebook.com/TruckNationals.
11-12 Waupun Truck-N-Show, Waupun, Wis. For more
information, visit WaupunTruckNShow.com.
18-20 Eau Claire Big Rig Show, Northern State Fair Grounds,
Eau Claire, Wis. Visit EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com for more
information.
24-26 Great American Trucking Show, Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center, Dallas, Texas. For more information, visit
TruckShow.com.

SEPTEMBER
8-9 Big Iron Classic, Dodge County Fairgrounds, Kasson,
Minn. For more Information, visit BigIronClassic.com.
16 Wisconsin World’s Largest Truck Convoy for Special
Olympics, Pioneer Travel Plaza, Richfield, Wis. For more
information, visit SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org.
15-17 Richard Crane Memorial Truck Show, Little Bear East
Arena, St. Ignace, Mich. For more information, visit
StIgnace.com/CarShows/.
22-23 Guilty By Association Truck Show, 4 State Trucks
— Home of the Chrome Shop Mafia, Joplin, Mo. For more
information, visit ChromeShopMafia.com.
22-23 South Dakota Convoy and Truck Show for Special
Olympics, Sioux Falls, S.D. For more information, visit
SDConvoy.org.
23 Missouri World’s Largest Truck Convoy for Special
Olympics, 4 State Trucks, Joplin, Mo. For more information,
visit SoMo.org/convoy.
25-28 North American Commercial Vehicle Show, Georgia
World Congress Center, Atlanta, Ga. For more information, visit
NACVShow.com.

OCTOBER
7-8 Truckin’ For Kids, Irwindale Dragstrip, Irwindale, Calif. For
more information, visit TruckinForKids.com.
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Tunes to go
The ToughTested SP4000 Rugged Waterproof Outdoor Speaker from
Mizco is light enough to carry with you wherever you go. It provides
up to 16 hours of play time from two 40mm speakers and includes
an extra bass feature that gives you big sound in a small, compact
design. The SP4000 is IP65 water/dust/shock-proof rated for use in
almost any environment and offers a wireless range of up to 33 feet.
Simply connect it to your smartphone or other Bluetooth-enabled
device to listen to your favorite tunes or to take calls via the built-in
microphone. The speaker also features a built-in battery backup to
charge your phone up to two times, a 3.5mm audio jack for plugging
in directly and a durable carrying strap. A five-year warranty rounds out
the package. Visit ToughTested.com for more information and to order.

Pre-owned commercial truck
reconditioning program
International’s Diamond Renewed Certified pre-owned commercial
truck reconditioning program promises a unit that has passed a
rigorous 180-plus point inspection and reconditioning process. Each
Diamond Renewed unit comes standard with a warranty and a prepaid
one year subscription to OnCommand Connection, a tool that allows
you to monitor the performance of your truck in real time. The program
began in July 2014 and initially consisted of inventory made up almost
exclusively of MaxxForce13. Effective June 1, the certified program
was expanded to offer certified reconditioning for the ProStar powered
by both International N13 and Cummins ISX. Diamond Renewed units
can be found at any one of the 15 International Used Truck Centers
located nationwide. Call 331-207-7004 or visit InternationalUsedTrucks.
com/Diamond-Renewed for more information, to search for a Diamond
Renewed Certified truck or to find a location near you.

Stay rust-free longer
Heavy-duty coolant tubes from Continental’s North
American Automotive Aftermarket are designed to stay
rust-free longer than original equipment parts and are
precision-formed for easy installation. The tubes help
combat most common causes of failure due to corrosion
and heat flakes on painted tubes that encourages rust

formation, and the reuse of old tubes that can
crack during reinstallation. Continental offers the
heavy-duty coolant tubes in nine part numbers,
covering 38 different product applications that match
the OEM requirements. For more information,
visit Contitech.us or call 888-899-6354.

If you have a product you would like featured, send a press release with a photo to
Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com. All featured products are subject to editorial review.
122 LAND LINE
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Electric APU for sleepers
with limited frame rail space
The Idle Free Series 4000 eAPU from Phillips & Temro Industries is
designed for over-the-road sleepers that have limited frame space or are
pulling a refrigerated trailer. The APU mounts behind the cab, freeing up
space on the truck’s rails and minimizing its exposure to the environment.
The APU captures and stores energy from the truck’s alternator in four
independent AGM batteries. The energy is then converted into power for
cooling and electrification. Shorepower can also be used for unlimited
run time and to fully charge the AGM and truck batteries. The Series
4000 is an EPA SmartWay-verified technology. For more information, visit
PhillipsAndTemro.com or call 800-328-6108.

Peak power and performance
The new Leece-Neville PowerPro 7 high-torque starter for heavy-duty
diesel engines is the latest in rotating electrical products from Prestolite
Electric. The 12V 7kW starter, for diesel engines up to 16L, is designed
to help reduce operating costs, increase production and decrease
downtime. The PowerPro 7 weighs less than 30 pounds and includes
Prestolite’s Integral Magnetic Switch soft start relay that helps eliminate
voltage drop issues by minimizing wiring between the relay and
solenoid. Additional features include a commutator with larger copper
cross section, enlarged armature for reduced air gap losses, solid
copper brush plate for better conductivity, and an advanced eCoating
to protect housing from corrosion. Visit PowerProStarters.com or call
800-354-0560 for more information.

On-the-road emergency assistance 24/7
The Citadel Mobile Emergency Alert fob from Citadel Fleet Safety provides trucking
professionals access to immediate assistance during emergency situations. The
discreet technology fits on a belt clip or on a lanyard around the neck and enables
drivers to send a real-time alert that notifies local public safety and emergency
services for dispatch simply by activating the fob. Citadel’s technology features
two-way voice communication, 24/7 emergency monitoring, and nationwide cellular
coverage. The device is simple, portable and sleek, and functions anywhere a driver
goes with no installation required. Visit CitadelFleet.com or call 800-269-5905 for more
information and to request a test drive of the emergency response system.

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided
by selected manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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GIVING BACK

‘Everyday Heroes’ Kenworth auction nets
$89,000 for Truckers Against Trafficking
Special to Land Line

and J&L Transportation for adding
the “Everyday Heroes” truck to its
fleet,” she said.
The Kenworth T680, fully
loaded with a 76-inch sleeper,
485-hp Paccar MX-13 engine,
and Eaton Fuller Advantage

A collaboration between Kenworth,
Ritchie Bros., and a number of other
sponsors resulted in the largest
ever one-time donation to Truckers
Against Trafficking in the history of
the organization.
The “Everyday
Heroes” Kenworth
T680 was auctioned
off in June at Ritchie
Bros. in Phoenix.
The winning bid was
submitted by Mike
Jimenez, owner of
Phoenix-based J&L
Transportation,
“Everyday Heroes,” a Kenworth T680, was auctioned off by Ritchie
which resulted in
Bros., in a benefit for Truckers Against Trafficking. The auction
$89,000 netted in
raised $89,000. (Courtesy of Kenworth)
support of Truckers
10-speed automated transmission,
Against Trafficking – a 501(c)(3)
joins 35 other trucks in the J&L
nonprofit devoted to stopping human
Transportation fleet. The truck will
trafficking by educating, mobilizing,
be placed in J&L’s dedicated fleet
and empowering the nation’s truck
and used in Arizona, California and
drivers and rest stop employees.
Nevada.
“This culminated an eight-month
“When people hear about
project that had a tremendous
the horrific realities of human
finish,” said Don Blake, Inland
trafficking, they often make
Kenworth’s new truck sales
promises to get involved, but not
manager in the Phoenix area, who
everyone follows through. That
spearheaded the program. “Our
is not true of Don Blake, George
sponsors came together to donate
Cravens (with Utility Trailers), and
and discount their pricing in order
all of the amazing sponsors of the
for us to build the “Everyday
‘Everyday Heroes’ Kenworth T680,”
Heroes” Kenworth T680. I was
Paris said.
on pins and needles as the auction
According to Mike Dozier,
and bidding took place, and was so
Kenworth general manager and
happy that the truck was going to
Paccar vice president, Blake’s
a local company that demonstrated
passion for the project was
its commitment to such a worthy
contagious.
cause.”
“It shows how an idea can
According to Kendis Paris, TAT’s
germinate and how the industry
executive director, the $89,000
can pull together to support the
donation is the largest one-time gift
fight against human trafficking.
in the organization’s history. “We are
As an organization, we couldn’t
absolutely thrilled and overwhelmed
be prouder to provide assistance,”
by the generosity of the industry, and
Dozier said. LL
extremely grateful to Mike Jimenez
Circle No. 216 on Response Card
124 LAND LINE

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

ADINDEX

Page #

84 4 State Trucks Inc .........................83
143 4 State Trucks Inc .........................61
Airtab, LLC ...................................95
35 Apex Capital Corp. ........................45
210 Bandag.........................................63
58 BH Tubes....................................116
8 Big Rig Lending LLC .......................4
255 BorgWarner Turbo Systems ...........79
94 CAT Scale ....................................31
129 Centramatic ..................................69
102 Century Finance .........................101
10 CMCI ...........................................36
Coast To Coast Legal Services ....118
139 Corporate Capital, Inc. ................114
122 Cruise King LLC .........................118
89 Cummins Engine ............................3
232 CWB Transport ...........................116
119 Dart Transit Company..................119
93 DAT Solutions LLC .......................27
43 Debrick Truck Line Company.......113
45 Donvel .......................................117
61 Double Coin Tires .........................53
126 Eagle Capital Corporation ...........113
191 Eberspaecher ...............................67
161 Electrowarmth Products LLC .......117
ELW Company ............................117
151 Financial Resources Group .........116
203 Fleet One......................................35
112 Freight Movers School................114
114 Freight Movers School................113
82 Freightliner Trucks ................. 70-71
69 Gateway Supply ..........................114
247 GiraffeG4 Systems LLC .................96
158 Great American Chrome Shop .....115
154 Hadley Products .........................117
147 Hogebuilt .....................................93
110 Howes Lubricator..........................38
226 Howes Lubricator..........................29
207 International Used Trucks ..............25
209 International Used Trucks ..............37
225 J&S Sales ....................................91
79 Jet-Alert .....................................115
Land Line Now..............................35
202 Legacy Financial Services Inc. ....117
235 LoadTraining.com .......................117
60 Lucas Oil Products Inc. .................43
179 MBA Tax & Bookkeeping Service 117
216 Mercer Transportation Company..124
169 Michelin North America ..............127
178 Mission Financial Services ...........97
244 Mizco International .........................5
85 National Truck Protection ..............62
74 Neal Freeman Investments LLC ...116
OOFI Scholarship .........................94
OOIDA Membership ................23, 60
23 OOSI Business Services................34
15 OOSI Dental................................108

Response #

Page #

12 OOSI Life Insurance ......................82
17 OOSI MEC/HIP ...........................105
14 OOSI Occupational Accident .......109
OOSI Over the Road Gear ............112
19 OOSI Passenger Accident ...........121
107 OOSI Pro Miles ...........................102
24 OOSI Retirement .........................107
18 OOSI Short Term Disability..........103
OOSI Spirit Truck Tour .................110
21 OOSI Truck Insurance............. 50-51
25 OOSI Vision ................................111
40 PBS Tax & Bookkeeping Service ...99
195 Peterson Manufacturing ................41
78 Phoenix Sleep Solutions .............115
127 PolarStorm ...................................75
47 Power Service Products ..................2
76 PrePass ........................................33
Pride & Polish ..............................57
258 Pureﬂow Technologies ..................89
199 Rig Expense Tracker ....................114
117 RigMaster Power Int’l LTD .............77
80 Road Law....................................113
111 RoadKing Shocks .......................118
62 Schaeffer’s Specialized Lubricants 19
150 Searcy Specialized .......................93
153 Shell Lubricants..............................9
44 Show Me Trucking & Freight .......116
248 Silver Road Shocks.....................115
105 SouthPointe Radiator ..................115
Steve Sommers ............................87
130 STP ............................................128
261 Taxation Solutions Inc. ................116
213 TBS Factoring.............................114
TelTek U.S.A., Inc. .........................81
90 The Big Rig Mattress.com .............55
73 The Penray Companies, Inc. ..........95
174 The Truckers Helper ....................113
133 Thermo King...................................7
55 Time Back Billing .......................117
166 Todd Knapp CPA, PC ..................115
75 TravelCenters of America ..............16
146 TravelCenters of America ..............17
239 TravelCenters of America ..............39
223 Tru-Balance, LLC ..........................85
2 Truckdriver.com ..........................118
Trucker Buddy.............................125
116 TruckFridge ................................101
Trucking Moves America Forward ..11
121 Van Alstine Mfg. Co. Inc. ............116
215 Vibratech TVD...............................65
219 Weather Toppers Truck Tarps .......114
108 Webasto Products NA Inc. ............76
193 Western Star Trucks ......................12
206 Western Star Trucks ......................13
95 White Mountain Chain ..................61
249 XFactors, Inc. .............................118
33 Zamzow Manufacturing Co., Inc. ...99

Dallas Aug. 24-26 ~ Booth #6048
Sign up for our Rigs Without Cigs program
Join us at Trinity Park (Aug. 24)
for the 5k/Fun Walk

Saving lives
and families,
one driver
at a time.
Donate at TruckersFund.org
Corporate Sponsors: Travel Centers of America • Red
Eye Radio • Nemo Entertainment • NAIT • OOIDA • Blue
Tiger • Watkins Christian Foundation • Ambest • Coffee
Cup Fuel Stops • Dart Transit
For more information about the St. Christopher Truckers Development & Relief Fund, please
send a letter to SCF, P.O. Box 30763, Knoxville, TN, 37930 or call 865-202-9428. The
website is TruckersFund.org, and the email address is contact@TruckersFund.org.
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Come see us at the Great
American Trucking Show
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Many of our advertisers will send you more information if you complete and
return the Reader Response card. Circle the number(s) on the response card
that correspond to the advertisers below.

Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

The index of advertisers is an editorial service of Land Line Magazine.
The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors and/or omissions.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY
LAND LINE 125

By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to Facebook
founder Mark
Zuckerberg who,
earlier this year, stopped
off at the Iowa 80 Truck Stop in
Walcott and did the unthinkable –
actually spent some time talking
to truck drivers. Zuckerberg has
said he wants to spend time with
real Americans and hear about
their thoughts and concerns. He
no doubt got an earful from the
never-shy trucking population.
Zuckerberg said he talked to
one trucker who put eight kids
through college and another who
team drives with his wife from
Chicago to Reno every week
along with their three dogs. But
more than that, he also talked
to drivers about the issues and
challenges they face – specifically
with regard to electronic logs and
autonomous vehicles.
Zuckerberg seems to support
both of those ideas – but we have
to give him credit for reaching out
and spending time doing what so
few others will do.

ROSES to David Schwartz, a man
from – fittingly enough – Rose
Creek, Minn., who hauled bales
of hay from his farm all the way
to Kansas last spring to help the
victims of wildfires there.
While many folks did things like
this to lend a hand during those
trying times, what makes Schwartz’s
actions especially ROSE-worthy
is the reason he did it. According
to KTTC, an NBC affiliate out of
Rochester, Minn., he did it to honor
his wife, Mary, who passed away
back in February. Schwartz also lost
eight other friends and relatives over
the last two years and wanted to
honor their memories as well.
So Schwartz loaded up his
Freightliner and joined a group of
fellow farmers from the area, hauling
more than 41 tons of his own hay

to five families who had lost about
40,000 acres to the fires.
A fitting way to remember beloved
friends and family, to be sure.
ROSES to an editorial that appeared
on NorthernAg.net, home of the
Northern Ag Network – a news
source for agricultural professionals
Montana, Wyoming and the Dakotas.
The editorial was written by truck
driver Logan Yost and railed against
the ELD mandate, outlining some
of the real-world consequences if it
should come to pass.
Yost wrote that under the mandate
“it will no longer be possible to get
cargo delivered in the safest or most
efficient way possible. There is now a
literal race against the clock.”
He talked about the possibility that
ELDs will make hauling goods more
expensive and therefore drive up
the costs of those goods and how
the mandate presents a danger to
livestock.
A tip of the cowboy hat to Logan for
a very well-written piece highlighting
the problems of this not-so-very-wellthought-out regulation.
Some memorial ROSES go
to the timely demise of a bad
regulation. The so-called minimum

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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insurance requirement regulation,
which would have increased
the amount of liability coverage
truckers are required to carry, was
unceremoniously killed by the
FMCSA earlier this year.
And while we can’t give ROSES
to the FMCSA for that because
(let’s face it) they never should have
considered it in the first place, we
can certainly celebrate the fact that
it is gone. This was a bad idea from
the beginning that had nothing to do
with safety and everything to do with
money.
And while there is always the
chance it could rise from the grave
like the horrible monster it is, for now
it is dead and the village is safe.
Here’s hoping many more monsters
are slain this year.

RAZZBERRIES to
Wisconsin Rep. Amy
Loudenbeck, R-Clinton,
for a proposal that would see
heavy trucks paying a per-mile
fee that would go toward the
state’s transportation fund.
While we’re certainly in favor
of transportation funding (yet
another method that targets
truckers only), ignoring the
millions of other vehicles that use
the roads is something we just
don’t need.
On the other hand,
some ROSES must go
to state Rep. John
Spiros, R-Marshfield, for
opposing the idea. Spiros
works at Roehl Transport and
told WSAW-TV that such a fee
could drive many small-business
trucking operations out of
business and would punish
“companies both big and small
for doing business in Wisconsin.”
It’s a tale of two lawmakers –
one who gets it and one
who doesn’t. It’s not hard to
see which one would have
our vote. LL
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