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Scoreboards, playbooks and mad manure bombers
One hundred years ago, the U.S.
entered World War I. When it was
apparent that existing railways and
horses couldn’t keep up with the
needs of the soldiers at the front,
trucks became a critical part of the
Allies’ arsenal. Beginning on Page 44,
Contributing Writer Bill Hudgins
recounts how trucks helped the
Allies win.
We first got to know Hudge when
he was editor of another trucking
publication. He’s written special
features and humor columns for
Land Line for nearly 20 years. Bill

While the ELD mandate
is still looming in
December, this
summer has not been
a season of surrender.
later became editor of Semper Fi,
combining his love of trucking
with his interest in the military. In
this issue, he brings both of those
knowledge pools together with our
special July feature, “War machine!”
Regulatory scoreboard. Shored
up by a new administration that
favors regulatory reform, this year has
seen good progress for truck drivers
seeking a lighter regulatory burden.
Managing Editor Jami Jones reports
on some notable successes on
Page 20. One particular victory
was high on the agenda of OOIDA
President and CEO Jim Johnston. On
Page 21, he explains why.
While the ELD mandate is still
looming in December, this summer
has not been a season of surrender.
We’re disappointed the U.S. Supreme
Court didn’t choose to review the
10 LAND LINE

ruling by the lower court, but there
are still other ways to fight the
mandate, or at least delay it. Jami
reports on Page 40.
From the Roses and
Razzberries playbook. Mike
Matousek. With that name, you’d
think he might be a major league
baseball player, right? Mike is
OOIDA’s Director of Government
Affairs. We haven’t seen him
throwing any baseballs around, but in
this issue, he hurls some 95-mile-perhour razzberries at Indiana and West
Virginia lawmakers for their really
lousy transportation plans.
Mike writes the Statehouse Primer
for Land Line, updating readers on
the Association’s positions and efforts
in state issues. Page 38.
New state laws – the roundup.
July is one of the leading months for
new laws to take effect throughout the
states. Left lane, speed limits, idling,
roundabouts, fuel taxes and more –
State Legislative Editor Keith Goble
reports on the most significant new
laws for truckers effective July 1.
NY HUT details. On May 17, the
state of New York issued a check in
the amount of $44.4 million pursuant
to the settlement it reached with
OOIDA in September 2016 regarding
its imposition of unconstitutional
registration and decal taxes. It is
expected that checks will be mailed
to the approximately 110,000 class
members sometime this month. In
response to questions OOIDA has
fielded regarding carriers passing the
refund through to its owner-operators,
you can find an update on Page 95 of
this issue.

Astonishing stuff. Have you
heard the British slang expression
“gobsmacked” – as in when you
learn something that knocks you on
your keister? In the planning of the
July issue, we turned Contributing
Editor-at-Large John Bendel loose
on two questions truckers are asking.
One, what could happen when
you give your phone to an officer,
and two, what can an expert find
on your mobile phone? On Page
64, we’ve got “Gizmos, gears and
gobsmacking.”
Manure bomber? For reporters,
trucking is a high-impact industry
with plenty of national news to write
about. Some of the best accounts
come from truckers themselves, and
Staff Writer Mark Schremmer has a
knack for finding those storytellers.
On Page 58, you won’t be able to
resist digging into Mark’s interview
with Cal Cavendish, OOIDA life
member from Alberta. The headline,
“The tale of the Mad Manure
Bomber,” is enough to hook you on
the spot.
“I shift good!” Land Line
Contributing Columnist and trucker
Dave Sweetman doesn’t have to
look for good stories. He is the story.
In this issue, another true tale from
Sweetman’s past has “crept up on
him.” Some readers may actually
recall when Dave wrote a monthly
column for another publication. In
a 2004 narrative, he wrote about
delivering a 1947 Lincoln Continental
to James Brown, the Godfather
of Soul. It was and still is a great
anecdote – and now there’s more to it.
Special thanks to the gifted cartoonist
“Mo” Paul for the perfect illustration.
Page 85. LL
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Amateur Swim Coach.
PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVER.

WEÕRE MORE THAN JUST PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVERS.
We are parents. Neighbors. Friends. Getting home safe is our
number one priority, which is why we support our industry’s
ongoing commitment to accident-free driving. Because like
anyone else, we have a lot to live for.

#ThankATruckDriver
TruckingMovesAmerica.com
OOIDA is a sponsor of
Trucking Moves America Forward
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck
is that?”
Well, Tandem
Thoughts is
where the Land
Line media team
shares opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid
discussion. We
drop honesty
bombs, we poke fun, we offer provocative analysis of news and
events of interest to truckers. No topic is off limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting as Managing
Editor Jami Jones did recently when she took the Senate
Subcommittee on Transportation to task for failing to take smallbusiness truckers’ voices into account. Or, something a little more
fun like a recent piece Staff Writer Tyson Fisher did on a new
“truckers only” online dating service.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting
a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day
it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for
free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/
Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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Commentary
Still holding the wheel
Sometimes we look out of the windshield,
and sometimes we look in the mirror. My
odometer recently clicked over another
decade, and so I looked back. Back to see
Danny Schnautz
what once was, and where we are today.
SENIOR MEMbER
PaSaDENa, TX
Trucking. Moving
America’s goods.
The driving force of
Shelves are still
trucking remains É
stocked by the
man or woman in
the seat, squinting
into the sun, swinging out for turns, making minuteby-minute predictions of what is ahead. What we do
is the same. How we do it has seen some changes.
Conversations with younger drivers around me
make clear some of these changes. They expect to
be in touch. I expected to be out of touch. I started
driving knowing that once I hung up that truck stop
pay phone, I was on my own, unless dispatch could
reach my callback number before I walked out of the
door. And my family – if someone needed me – they
had to wait until I called in the next time. Today, we
are in touch enough that the law has to restrict it.
That is change.

Our cities aren’t closer to each other, but the way
that we get between them has changed. Our quiet,
smooth trucks are the norm today. How frequently
do drivers today drive without power steering, search
for an AM radio station at night, or face a summer
day without air conditioning? Speed limits have
gone down (remember 55?) and now back up again.
Trucking basics, lights and tires, are more reliable
than ever. We used to stop at every open scale house,
but now by the magic of technology we sometimes
drive right by – legally. All unheard of when I started
driving.
Though we may miss “the old days,” I would not
go back. Not back to days of limited information,
like about the storms on the road ahead, loading
times, or driving directions. Not back to hunting for
pay phones and tube-type tires.
Today we have so many advantages that help the
driver, but have not changed the driver. Steering
40 tons across America in wind and rain remain the
charge of the driver, who in the midst of change
remains the driving force of American trucking. LL

Sanford and Son: Highways for sale
The junkyard mentality
has gained too much
traction in D.C. when
Jami Jones
it promotes offering
MaNaGING EDITOR
highways for sale.
The earliest form of recycling
was “junk yards.” You could
get anything and everything.
The phrase “One man’s junk is
another man’s treasure” rings true.
Just because you don’t want it,
that doesn’t mean someone else
doesn’t. Put it up for sale.
Enter the new administration’s
plan for revitalizing the nation’s –
literally – crumbling infrastructure.
There is a nifty little phrase in the
scheme called “asset recycling.” In
our era of not trashing the planet
14 LAND LINE

and placing cans and plastics in the
right bins, it has a warm and fuzzy
feeling.
In short, this highways-for-sale
plan is modeled after the Indiana
Toll Road.
For those who need background,
tune into the Sanford and
Son theme song, and here
you go: The idea is to take an
“asset,” which is a road or other
government-owned facility and sell
it to the highest bidder. You take
that money and turn around and
invest in or buy something new –
like a road.
The problem with this plan is,
the government still owns the
sold-at-auction road and has no

say-so over it. Technically, for the
duration of the sale, it’s the new
owners who control it.
Rewind: The governor of Indiana
sold the Indiana Toll Road for
$3.8 billion for 75 years.
The money is gone and the first
governor who will not have to deal
with the fallout hasn’t been born
yet.
The Indiana Toll Road is
categorically a failure.
Why we are thinking about going
there again on a national scale
escapes me.
It is a bad idea that needs to be
taken out to pasture and (choose
your manner of dismissal here). LL
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The wheels are turning … are you alert?
Safety experts and engineers seem to
be trying to outdo one another with the
Robert Esler
latest and greatest inventions in safety
OOIDa lIFE MEMbER
Taylor, Mich.
technology. That, on its face, appears to
be the cure-all. But,
in reality, are they
It’s not that
working? What are the
technology is bad; it’s costs versus benefits?
that too many drivers
Trucks of today
blindly trust it and do can be equipped with
not remain alert to
all sorts of devices
that buzz, ring, flash
the task at hand.
warning lights, and
beep to alert the
driver of an impending safety issue. Could be lane
departure, could be following too close, could be a
number of things. Most of the time an incident has
already occurred because the driver could not react
quickly enough. Companies are installing cameras to
monitor the driver. Wow, that’s really going to keep a
driver alert. Not to mention ELDs.
We are building a culture of drivers who are
becoming dependent on computers to bail them
out of trouble. In other words, instead of being
proactive they are reactive. The industry is trying to

make drivers like mind-numbed robots. Drivers are
humans, not computers.
Case in point, I never had cruise control on any of
the trucks I owned. I started driving a company truck
that had cruise control. I almost turned over a tanker
because I got dependent on the cruise control. The
last speeding ticket I got in a commercial vehicle was
in the ’80s with a radar detector on the dash. Out the
window went the fuzz buster and no speeding tickets
since.
In 2009, a plane crashed in New York because
the flight crew was not paying attention to business.
They were in adverse weather. One pilot had not
flown in icy conditions. They were on autopilot when
they should have been in physical control. Things
went south. All were lost. Millions of dollars in
safety devices on that aircraft were useless because of
them not being alert.
The military will tell you the war is not won with
technology. It takes a well-trained disciplined foot
soldier on the ground to win the day. The same
applies in transportation.
A well-trained, properly motivated driver beats
them all. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
JULY 11, 1916
President woodrow wilson signed
the federal aid road act, which
established a national policy of
federal aid for highways. the action
was a precursor to the federal
highway act of 1921.
JULY 31, 1975
Jimmy hoffa disappeared. the
former teamsters president was said
to last be seen in the parking lot of

a detroit restaurant. what exactly
happened to hoffa, who took charge
of the teamsters in 1957, remains a
mystery.
JULY 25, 1986
the science-fiction movie Maximum
Overdrive was released. the film,
which was written and directed by
stephen King and which starred
emilio estevez, was about a series
of machines coming alive, including

How to shareYOUR OPINION

a western star 4800 known as the
“happy toyz” truck.
JULY 8, 2016
ooida filed its formal comments
on an advanced notice of public
rulemaking regarding obstructive
sleep apnea. the association
focused on the lack of a proven
link between sleep apnea and an
increase in crashes.



have a comment, special concern? agree or disagree with an editorial? mail us or email us. send to letters to the editor,
land line Magazine, P.o. box 1000, grain valley, mo 64029 or fax to 816-443-2227. if you would like to email a letter to
the editor for use in land line Magazine and/or the land line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to letters@landlinemag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
land line offers polls on its website at
LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions on
issues of interest. Here are some recent polls and their
results. Please note, the numbers have been rounded
and therefore sometimes may not equal 100 percent.

There are more and more complaints
about dangerous driving in truck stops.
Is it because of …
Speed limiters .................................................... 3%
Electronic logs ................................................... 9%
Lack of training .................................................29%
All of the above .................................................55%
I haven’t noticed a difference ........................... 4%
Drivers who split your off-duty sleeper berth
time, what’s your preference?
8 and 2 .............................................................13%
7 and 3 ............................................................... 3%
6 and 4 ............................................................... 4%
5 and 5 .............................................................17%
However I feel that day ...................................62%
CBs are on the chopping block in Ontario.
How do you feel about this?
Fine with me ....................................................... 5%
Not ready to give it up ......................................18%
No, no, no .......................................................77%
Should employers be allowed to deny applicants
because of past criminal convictions?
Yes, it can be a liability ......................................18%
No, they paid their debt to society .................15%
Depends on the crime and the job ................66%
When purchasing tires, do you look at
recap potential/guarantees as part of
your purchasing decisions?
Yes ....................................................................32%
No ....................................................................59%
Never thought about it ...................................... 9%
Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click in
one of the circles to indicate the answer that best fits your
opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you
up-to-date results, with your opinion included.

INBOX

Bendel’s article on autonomous trucks
Good article by John Bendel on the autonomous trucks. I
especially like the part on where they are “going to do the
last mile.” I couldn’t help but laugh every time I see one
of the driverless trucks back into the food markets and the
sign says: “This is a driver unload facility.” Man, can you
see the look on the clerk’s face when there’s no driver and
is told that he has to unload it? LMAO.
You know, it is funny the way some of these techy
people think. It’s almost as if they have never gotten out
of the house. They have no idea, and some truck drivers
are the same way. The knowledge you need to be an LTL
driver is not all what people think. Yes, you get home
sometime that day but it depends what time you start and
how fast you can get a 53-foot trailer empty and reloaded
one skid at a time to get off work.
Not to mention you have to know how to back up and
read a city map. I’m sorry, but there are a lot of truck
drivers out there that just don’t have those skills, and it’s
getting worse. The younger generation thinks they don’t
have to know how to read a map since they have a GPS.
I see them every day in the residential neighborhood
because their GPS told them to go that way.
Thanks – didn’t mean to get off on a temper tantrum.
Jerry Perry
Cincinnati, Ohio
Response from Contributing Editor-at-Large
John Bendel
You call that a temper tantrum? Can’t imagine GPS
helping drivers in Manhattan, for example, where delivery
addresses aren’t where the freight goes. Empire State
Building is 350 Fifth Ave., but receiving is on 33rd Street.
I drove LTL before deregulation; it was different. There
were a lot of small shipments that UPS was not allowed
to handle. Thirty-stop days, pickups included, were not
unusual. But that was on straight trucks. There were fewer
trailer stops, but getting a 40-footer around the city was a
pain in the ass. I don’t know how you guys do it with the
53s.
Thanks very much for writing, for reading Land Line,
and for being part of OOIDA.
Another guy stuck at the Hotel CPAP
I have been reading my June Land Line, and the article
about the CPAP (“Hotel CPAP”) really caught my eye.
The article tells about the driver – after having surgery
to correct sleep apnea – who still had to use his machine
even though his doctor said he didn’t need it, and
Concentra wouldn’t give him medical card without proof
that he was using it. The second that Concentra was
mentioned I was not surprised. The last time I went
Continued on Page 87
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Great truck
insurance rates
and personal service
are yours as an
OOIDA Member.
Friendly, fast, efficient service
for the busy owner-operator.

At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. You are our mission.
For more than 40 years, OOIDA has been
dedicated to developing a comprehensive range
of insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
OOSI is also committed to providing
outstanding, friendly customer service and
fast turn-around.
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy
is bound.
Call OOSI at 800-715-9369 and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
www.ooidatruckinsurance.com.
* Discounts and premiums subject to underwriting guidelines and verification of information.
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Trucker PERSPECTIVE
By Jim Sincavage, OOIDA Member, Mount Airy, N.C.

Hand me that WD-40
I am an owner-op and have been involved in trucking
since 1971, most of that as an over-the-road driver. I think,
at times, there are no surprises left for me on the road.
One thing that really stands out to me is how brutal the
industry has become. There is a real lack of camaraderie,
helpfulness and even basic courtesy.
Yesterday I was trying to find a short hop so I could be
home for Memorial Day. I found a load on the DAT board
and was soon on my way to pick it up at a cement plant.
Another truck was ahead of me to load. The commodity
was calcium in bags, palletized and very heavy. Ten right
down the middle of my reefer trailer put the load over
40,000. When it was my turn to load, the driver ahead of
me pulled off out of the way to slide his tandems up, as
the facility required.
I saw the driver of the other rig struggling to get his
tandem to slide. He was pulling a rusty, faded old dry box
with a mechanical slider. He was pulling the pin, getting
back in the truck and pushing rearward, but the tandem
would not break free. He messed with it for 25 minutes
while I loaded.
When I was done, I backed alongside him, and asked



him what the problem was. He was unable to express
anything in English. I walked back to his slider and looked
underneath. The slider was rusty and not a bit of lubricant
on it anywhere. I pulled a can of WD-40 out of my side
box and applied about half the can to his slider on both
sides as he watched and nodded.
I was done in a minute or two and motioned for him to
get back into his cab and push rearward again. When he
applied the throttle, the tandem broke free immediately
and slid all the way forward where he needed it. He
stepped back out of the truck with a huge smile on his
face (that’s the same in any language.)
I went next door to my trailer and pulled lightly on the
air button on my tandem, got in my truck and slid my
tandem easily. I was thankful for the great truck with which
I have been blessed, and for the opportunity of helping
another driver running much older equipment which was
giving him problems.
That is the way it used to be. One driver can’t change
the world of trucking, but helping others actually helps
me. And you. There’s plenty of WD-40 to go around. It just
needs to be applied. LL

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix, AZ*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $8 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 9510, Wichita, KS 67277
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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REGULATORY
SCOREBOARD
Aided by a new administration and bolstered by
President Donald Trump’s marching orders to
pursue regulatory reform, 2017 marks a turning
point on the campaign to knock out bad regs.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

A constant undertow of resistance
from truck drivers has started to turn
the tide against costly and oppressive
regulations. The big issue – the
mandate of electronic logging
devices – is still an active battle and
the end result is yet to be determined.
Whatever that outcome, there has been
a fair amount of progress for truck
drivers in just the first half of the year.
That progress is defined by an
impressive number of successes
compared to recent years.
Sometimes the biggest wins are
when a regulation doesn’t happen.

No increase to
insurance requirements
In early June, the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration
withdrew a proposed rule that would
increase the required minimum
amounts of liability coverage. As you
may recall, some within FMCSA and
Congress were pushing for dramatic
increases in insurance requirements.
Not only is this great news, but it’s
also significant that they have formally
announced the withdrawal. Normally
they just leave the docket open.
They didn’t have a change of heart.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association led the hardcharging opposition, targeting not
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only the agency but Congress and the
executive branch. Had it gone forward,
it would have been a devastating blow.
(See more on page 21.)

No automatic
carrier rating
Another example of something that
“didn’t happen” is the agency’s
withdrawal of a proposed rule that
would have tied a carrier’s “safety
fitness ratings” automatically, in part,
to their CSA scores.
The Association has long
protested the serious shortcomings
in the agency’s Compliance, Safety,
Accountability, or CSA, program.
The Safety Fitness Determination
Rule based on disputed data and
methodologies was issued in January
2016 and was promptly met with
heavy criticism from OOIDA.
The notice, published March 23 in
the Federal Register, stated that the
plans for a supplemental notice of
proposed rulemaking, or NPRM, were
also canceled.
It’s notable that on Feb. 15 a letter
from OOIDA and more than 60
national and regional organizations
of motor carriers urged Secretary
of Transportation Elaine L. Chao to
withdraw the NPRM.
Other changes or progress comes in
the form of axing current provisions in
the regulations.

The 34-hour restart
is fixed
OOIDA scored another big win in
March, when FMCSA basically
conceded that truckers were right
about restrictions the agency added to
the 34-hour restart.
The tweaks to the voluntary 34-hour
restart that added two mandatory
overnight periods and limited its use to
once every seven days did not benefit
driver safety, fatigue or health.
That is the conclusion to a
congressionally mandated study on
the 34-hour restart. The study was
signed off on by the Department of
Transportation Office of Inspector
General.
The study was mandated by an
amendment to the 2015 Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations legislation that was
signed into law in December 2014.
The amendment, introduced by Sen.
Susan Collins, R-Maine, suspended
the requirements until they could be
studied.
Now that the proof is in the
statistics, the restart will not have the
restrictions added back.

Rest easier
on your schedule?
Since 2005, truckers who want to split
up their 10 hours of off-duty time
have been limited to two periods with
one being at least eight hours long.
The 8-and-2 split, as drivers began
referring to it was met with swift and
loud criticism.
The change marked a significant
JULY 2017

clampdown on the flexibility drivers had
under the previous versions of the hoursof-service regulations. Before the 2005
version was rolled out, drivers who
wanted to split up their sleeper berth
time could choose how they
wanted to take it.
FMCSA announced in
June it wants to put the
“old way” to the test. The
pilot program will have to
be approved, but it’s another
start in the right direction
toward giving truckers some say about when
they rest out on the road. Stay tuned for
updates on this pilot program.

Increase in insurance minimums
knocked off the regulatory table
By Jim Johnston,
OOIDA president and CEO

Actual training for newbies
Progress and change also happens when
truckers work together to make something
happen. Something that will really make the
roads safer.
That’s what happened when the first-ever
driver training regulation was announced in
2016. It was the result of 30 years of work and
pressure from truck drivers. OOIDA President
Jim Johnston helped draft the first proposed
regs back in the 1980s.
Its future was uncertain when President
Trump signed the regulatory freeze the
day after taking office. The move was
to review all eleventh-hour laws and
regulations implemented during the previous
administration.
June 5 the driver training rule went into
effect. Its compliance date of December 2020
remains unchanged.

© alexkopje - Fotolia.com; © Nikolai Sorokin - Fotolia.com

Capitalizing on change
There’s a whole lot of “we told you so” that
truckers can lay claim to in the wins noted
here. But, there’s more that can be done.
U.S. Deputy Secretary of Transportation
Jeffrey A. Rosen has been appointed
regulatory reform officer and chairman of the
DOT’s Regulatory Reform Task Force. That
task force will evaluate current and proposed
regulations in yet another opportunity to
attack the electronic logging mandate (See
Page 40) and help keep the speed limiter
chatter to a minimum. Speaking of speed
limiters, heard much lately? Nope. And that’s
a good thing. LL
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Small-business truckers have
succeeded in getting a potentially
devastating proposed regulation
by the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration tossed.
On June 2, the agency formally
withdrew its proposed rulemaking
regarding minimum levels of
financial responsibility for motor
carriers.
FMCSA first proposed the
rulemaking in 2014. In short, the
agency proposed increasing
federally mandated levels of
insurance coverage for property
and passenger motor carriers
from $750,000 to what some
estimated could be as much
as $4 million or more. The
Association has led a tenacious
charge against well-heeled
opposition.
You could say OOIDA knows a
bit about insurance and truckers.
In addition to being aggressive
advocates for truck drivers,
one of OOIDA’s services to its
members is truck insurance. The
Association owns and operates
Owner-Operator Services Inc. –
specializing in commercial truck
insurance for owner-operators,
small-business operators and
small fleets since the mid-1970s.
The proposed increase would
have put existing small-business

truckers out of business and put
an extra obstacle before those
going into the business. This
assertion isn’t just a guess and
we didn’t have to hire researchers
to prove there was no need to
change the requirements. We
had the real numbers and were
able to point out that more than
99 percent of crash damages are
covered under current financial
requirements.
In case you haven’t checked,
the cost of premiums is already
soaring without a substantial
increase of minimum levels being
required by FMCSA. Depending
on risk factors, finding an
insurance company today that
writes affordable policies at any
level is a dire concern. The cost
of adding an increased level of
liability could be crushing.
In addition, higher minimums
would only increase the push
for higher settlements no matter
the real cost of the accident or
if it was the fault of the trucker.
The colossal pounding U.S.
commercial insurers are taking
over settlements has caused
many of them to abandon offering
truck insurance altogether. The
first customers these companies
cut loose are owner-operators.
Getting this arbitrary increase
knocked off the regulatory table is
a huge victory – for now, and for
the foreseeable future. LL
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The Federal Update

NAFTA renegotiation prepares to launch
Formal negotiations between U.S., Mexico and
Canada could begin by late summer.
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

U.S. NAFTA renegotiators want to
hear from the people before wading
into any changes to the 25-year
old trade agreement with Canada
and Mexico. The Office of the
United States Trade Representative
sought public comments last
month on “matters relevant to
the modernization” of the North
American Free Trade Agreement.

“Trucking was never
key to this treaty
in any way, shape
or form.”
– OOIDA Executive VP Todd Spencer

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association submitted
comments asking that Mexicandomiciled carriers be restricted to the
border zone only.
In addition, a public hearing on
NAFTA renegotiation was set for
June 27 in Washington, D.C. OOIDA
Executive Vice President Todd
Spencer attended on behalf of the
Association’s members. Spencer
says NAFTA renegotiation has
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considerable implications for men
and women truckers.
“Trucking was never key to this
treaty in any way, shape or form,”
says Spencer. “The original language
simply talked about harmonizing
the regulations between the NAFTA
partners. But that harmonization
never happened.
“If it had, given the U.S. is the
biggest among the partners in
terms of people and participants,
it would have the U.S. setting the
standards. Agreeing to our standards
is something that Mexico has not
been willing to do or interested in
doing – obviously for a multitude of
reasons.”
As evidenced by the Association’s
two federal lawsuits that are still
pending, Spencer says OOIDA
is adamant that the cross-border
Mexican truck program, which
allows long-haul trucking beyond
commercial zones, should be
dropped from the program.
“The system we have that has
been in place for years – trailers
being swapped at the borders – and
has been going on with Mexico for
years works well,” he says. “For
economic reasons it doesn’t really
work for Mexican trucks to cross
the border and go too far beyond
the commercial zones. That’s just
acknowledging reality.
“Having said that, I doubt the
proponents of opening the border
have changed their minds. I’m
talking about the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce and trucking’s biggest
carriers that look at Mexico as an
opportunity to tap into cheaper
labor.”
Spencer says that people taking a
fresh look at the issue right now will
see that the U.S. is not a beneficiary

DOT has stated that its
program was required
by NAFTA. It was not.
– OOIDA submitted comments

Mexico’s promise of an equally
open border and nationwide
access to U.S. motor carriers
and drivers is, for all practical
purposes, illusory. The state of
Mexico’s infrastructure and the
absence of police security in
Mexican states far outweigh any
economic incentive there might
otherwise be to move freight
south of the border.
– OOIDA submitted comments

This program jeopardizes
highway safety for the American
people, takes away jobs and
wages from U.S. truck drivers,
and for all practical purposes
does not offer economic
reciprocity for the American
trucking industry to operate in
Mexico.
– OOIDA submitted comments

of doing that.
“In reality, Mexican regulatory
standards are not anywhere close
to where they are for U.S. drivers.
Our drivers have been dealing with
a costly burden of regulations for
years,” he says. “Mexican drivers
are not willing to accept those rules.
It does not make economic sense to
them.”
Formal negotiations between U.S.,
Mexico and Canada could begin by
late summer. LL
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OOIDA opposes effort to start pilot program for heavier trucks
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

A push from a consortium of more than 80 shippers and
agricultural haulers calls on Congress to establish a 15-yearlong pilot program to study the effects of increasing heavy
truck gross vehicle weight to 91,000 pounds.
Anheuser-Busch, Cargill, PepsiCo, the Coca-Cola Co.
and a host of state cattle and poultry haulers associations
signed on to a May 26 letter. The request asks the House
Committee on Appropriations and its Subcommittee on
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development to
consider including language in the fiscal year 2018 THUD
appropriations bill to create a pilot program allowing
heavier truck configurations on federal interstate highways.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
is opposed to increasing gross vehicle weights on trucks.
OOIDA opposes the move to increase truck weights, citing
the demands that heavier trucks would place on already
overburdened infrastructure, as well as additional costs to
small-business truckers in terms of upgrading equipment
and increased toll fees for an additional axle.
“We’ve communicated our opposition to lawmakers and
will continue to do so,” OOIDA Director of Government
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Affairs Mike Matousek said. “We’re concerned about
how increased weights will impact highway safety, the
conditions of our roads and bridges, and the fact that drivers
will haul more but get paid the same and likely be subjected
to increased transportation-related taxes and fees.”
Thirty-one states allow trucks over 80,000 pounds
on Federal Interstate Highways under special permits,
categorical exemptions, or on designated corridors.
Citing a 2016 U.S. Department of Transportation study
on Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight Limits, the
letter claims that the 6-axle, 91,000-pound configuration
could lead to a 1.2-billion-mile reduction in annual vehicle
miles traveled, a 109-million-gallon reduction in annual
fuel consumption, and a $5.6 billion reduction in annual
logistics costs for American businesses.
The OOIDA Foundation recently issued a white paper
on overweight trucks, pointing out that DOT’s 2015
study found that crash involvement rate for 6-axle truck
configurations in Idaho, Michigan and Washington were
consistently higher than the rate for 5-axle trucks. The
Foundation also pointed out that the study concluded the
6-axle configuration would negatively affect more than
4,800 bridges, costing more than $1.1 billion. LL
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OOIDA’s petition to federal court
targets med certification rulemaking
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
contends that the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration overstepped when it issued a final rule
two years ago with regulations that didn’t go through the
rulemaking process.
In July 2015, OOIDA petitioned the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Eighth Circuit to review the agency’s rule. The
lawsuit concerns a final rule FMCSA issued in April 2015
that required certified medical examiners, who perform
physicals on drivers of commercial motor vehicles, to
use a new medical form. OOIDA argues that the FMCSA
incorporated into the Code of Federal Regulations a detailed
list of specific medical criteria as Appendix A that the
agency didn’t include in its notice of proposed rulemaking.

“OOIDA has documented at least three dozen
complaints from drivers where medical
examiners throughout the country have
arbitrarily diagnosed sleep apnea.”
– OOIDA reply brief

One of OOIDA’s concerns was that sleep apnea was listed
as one of the areas for medical examiners to review when
deciding whether or not to medically certify a driver. Sleep
apnea was listed even though a law was signed in October
2013 that required the FMCSA to use a formal rulemaking
process before requiring sleep apnea testing for commercial
drivers.
“For the last 17 years, petitioners have witnessed and
experienced the driver medical certification process become
more complicated, burdensome and expensive,” OOIDA
wrote in its brief. “This has occurred as FMCSA has
gradually revised and expanded the scope of its so-called
“advisory” medical criteria and then incorporated those
criteria in the instruction and training of medical examiners.
“FMCSA has been able to advance this agenda without
either exposing those requirements to the public comment
and transparency requirements under the Administrative
Procedures Act, or performing a cost-benefit analysis of
them under the Motor Carrier Act. Now that FMCSA has
incorporated those criteria as a stand-alone section of the
Code of Federal Regulations, it is time that they be held
accountable to the public for their promulgation.”
In April, FMCSA argued that the petition didn’t show an
injury caused by the rule. On May 10, the Association’s
litigation counsel filed a reply brief, saying FMCSA’s
overstepping has affected many truck drivers.
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“OOIDA members, including Petitioner (Scott) Mitchell,
have suffered and are in imminent danger of suffering
concrete and particularized injury as a direct result of the
deficiencies of the final rule,” OOIDA wrote. “A driver
must hold a valid medical certificate at all times to qualify
to operate a commercial motor vehicle. OOIDA has
documented at least three dozen complaints from drivers
where medical examiners throughout the country have
arbitrarily diagnosed sleep apnea, have ordered expensive
tests and sleep studies, and have denied drivers medical
certification based upon standards that are not approved nor
supported by any medical evidence beyond the personal
preference of the medical examiner.”
FMCSA also argued that the rule didn’t expand
examination and testing requirements, saying the original
guidance started in 2000.
However, OOIDA said FMCSA is contradicting itself.
“They argue, simultaneously, that the medical advisory
criteria have been ‘in force’ for a long time, but that they do
not have the force of law and establish no obligation or legal
requirement,” OOIDA wrote.
The Association also said that since FMCSA tests medical
examiners and can remove them from the registry those
doctors feel obligated to follow the guidelines.
“Medical examiners are taught that the advisory criteria
are rules, that they are required to apply the criteria to
drivers, using them to medically qualify or disqualify
drivers.”
And FMCSA never proved the regulation was necessary,
OOIDA argued.
“The resulting final rule imposes a more burdensome
and costly medical certification process for truck drivers,
while the medical criteria have never been justified in a
rulemaking with a cost/benefit inquiry required under the
APA and the Motor Carrier Act.”
The case currently awaits the scheduling of oral arguments
in the federal appeals court for the Eighth Circuit. LL
JULY 2017

© BillionPhotos.com - Fotolia.com

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

FEDUP

Separate bills aim to ease military transition into trucking
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A pair of bills in the House aim to
make it easier for members of the
military to acquire a commercial
driver’s license.
Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif.,
recently introduced HR2258, the
Active Duty Voluntary Acquisition
of Necessary Credentials for
Employment (ADVANCE) Act,
which would allow members of the
military with qualifying experience
to be exempt from certain testing
requirements when they apply for a
CDL.
The ADVANCE Act amends
previous legislation by striking
“veteran operators” and inserting
service members, reservists and
veterans.
“This is a commonsense measure
that will help our brave men and
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women find work,” Rep. Aguilar
said in a news release. “While we
hear every day that Washington is
broken and compromised by partisan
gridlock, we can clearly see that
there are issues that both parties can
get behind. This is about helping
our heroes find job opportunities
in our communities. I look forward
to working with my colleagues in
Congress to see this bill through.”
Meanwhile, Rep. Rob Woodall,
R-Ga., recently introduced HR2547,
the Veterans Expanded Trucking
Opportunities (VETOPPS) Act
of 2017, which would allow
all Veterans Affairs medical
professionals to perform Department
of Transportation physicals on
eligible veterans.
The bill expands legislation
from the FAST Act to include
advanced practical nurses, doctors of

chiropractic, physician assistants, and
other medical professionals, as well
as doctors of medicine and doctors of
osteopathy.
“The original VETOPPS Act was
a direct response to a bureaucratic
problem standing in the way of our
veterans being able to quickly return
to work and support their families,”
Rep. Woodall said in a news release.
“I was proud to lead in the effort
that resulted in a solution becoming
the law of the land, but when we
see ways to improve upon the ways
we’re serving veterans even further,
we absolutely want to seize that
opportunity.”
Both bills advanced out of
the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee and are
awaiting consideration by the full
House. LL
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The trillion dollar question
By now, you’ve probably heard
that President Donald Trump is
aggressively promoting a $1 trillion
infrastructure package to reinvigorate
the American economy and spur job
growth.
The president’s call for robust
investment in infrastructure was a
signature feature of his campaign and
has remained a top legislative priority
since his election. With health care
reform mired in controversy and an
overhaul of the U.S. tax code looking

It’s amazing anyone
believes in the potential
profitability of toll roads.
more and more difficult to achieve,
many lawmakers have shifted
their focus to advancing a strong
infrastructure bill.
While details of the proposal
remain scarce, there is certainty the
package would provide funding for a
wide variety of infrastructure over the
next 10 years, including everything
from highways and airports to VA
hospitals and broadband.
In case those last two items didn’t
tip you off, this package is not to be
confused with a traditional highway
bill. Highway bills focus specifically
on surface transportation and are
typically considered every five
years – give or take. Instead, the
president’s infrastructure package
will be a one-time shot in the arm of
increased funding for every mode of
transportation and more.
The plan is to use $200 billion in
direct federal investment to leverage
an additional $800 billion in private,
state and local funding. If you’re
concerned about how the federal
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government will use this direct
investment to generate potentially
hundreds of billions of dollars in
private funds, you’re not alone.
The Trump administration’s
determination to expand the use of
public-private partnerships, or PPPs,
as a means to finance a significant
portion of the $1 trillion package is
problematic for anyone who uses the
nation’s highways on a regular basis,
such as OOIDA members.
Truckers know all too well that
these types of financing schemes
often lead to increased tolling on our
roads and bridges. President Trump
hasn’t been coy in his support for
tolling either. In his initial budget
request to Congress earlier this year,
the president supported the tolling
of existing interstates, saying elected
officials should “…allow the states to
assess their transportation needs and
weigh the relative merits of tolling
assets.”
Tolling is a loser for truckers and
the driving public. Professional
drivers know the current user feebased funding structure is the most
reliable, effective mechanism for
building and rehabilitating roads and
bridges. Research has shown that
tolling is extremely inefficient, with
as much as 20 percent of incoming
revenue going to administrative costs
rather than to the maintenance and
improvement of roads. Additionally,
toll roads fail to meet revenue
projections so consistently it’s
amazing anyone believes in their
potential profitability.
While OOIDA has long supported
using the existing gasoline and
diesel tax to provide long-term
sustainability to the Highway Trust
Fund (HTF), which is the traditional
source of funding for surface

transportation projects, proposals to
increase these fees – either by a flat
amount or indexing to inflation –
have proved to be political landmines
for most elected officials. OOIDA
and coalition partners in the Alliance
for Toll Free Interstates (ATFI) need
to make sure lawmakers understand
how unpopular increased tolling is
with the trucking industry and the
driving public.
Another option for generating
the revenue necessary for a robust
infrastructure investment package
is the concept of repatriation, which
allows businesses to bring overseas
profits back to the U.S. at lower tax
rates. Several elected officials from
both parties have proposed devoting
revenue derived from repatriated
profits specifically to infrastructure.
While this may seem like a silver
bullet solution, several factors raise
serious concerns about repatriation’s
viability.
First, no one is certain just how
much revenue could be generated.
Mandating businesses to repatriate
overseas profits is the only reasonable
way to estimate how much revenue
can be generated, but this approach
is strongly opposed by the business
community and is not considered
politically feasible.
The materialization of a detailed
infrastructure package remains
months away. In the meantime,
Congress will need to determine
how – or even if – $1 trillion in
funding can be produced. Over the
next several months, OOIDA will be
working hard to ensure that elected
officials understand how various
funding and financing proposals
would affect professional drivers. LL
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Six states act on
highway protest rules
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

State lawmakers from around the country continue
to address concerns about people gathering to shut
down major highways. The legislative action is in
response to traffic disruptions the past few years
related to various protests and demonstrations.
Advocates say efforts to keep protests off busy
roadways are a commonsense way to help ensure
public safety. Critics view efforts to punish protesters
as violations of the First Amendment.
South Dakota was the first state this year to
act on the issue. A new law already in effect there
authorizes stiff penalties for standing on a highway to
block traffic.
Gov. Dennis Daugaard said the new law protects
people who want to peacefully exercise their First
Amendment rights.
“It also protects against people who trespass,
obstruct traffic – create dangerous situations,” the
governor said in remarks following the bill signing.
Punishment is set at 1 year in jail and/or $2,000
fines – up from 30 days in jail and/or $500 fines.
In bordering Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton
vetoed a 71-page public safety bill. Similar to South
Dakota, one provision in the bill called for increasing
penalties for impeding access to highways and
roadways within airport property, as well as public
transit.
Critics said a higher fine would not deter
protesters. Instead, they said the effort only threatens
free speech.
Rep. Nick Zerwas, R-Elk River, denied the effort
would stifle free speech.
“Some people believe incorrectly that they have
a right to camp out on a freeway to impede traffic
and to bring everything to a halt,” Zerwas said
during a hearing on the issue. “If you believe it’s a
First Amendment right to block a freeway, you’re
mistaken. That is against the law already.”
Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson also vetoed
a bill to address “mass picketing” on the state’s
roadways. Specifically, anyone found to obstruct
traffic on public roads, railways, airports, or other
forms of travel.
Violators would face up to one year in jail and
a $2,500 fine. In addition, the bill permitted any
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“person or entity who is harmed by unlawful mass
picketing” to take the offender to circuit court.
The governor said while the bill had good
intentions, the language covering mass picketing
was not specific enough and could lead to people’s
constitutional rights being impeded.
Across the state line in Tennessee, a new law
increases to $200 the fine for obstructing a roadway
that impedes an emergency vehicle from responding
to an emergency. The fine had been set at $50.
As the bill made its way through the statehouse
Rep. Jimmy Matlock, R-Lenoir City, assured
lawmakers the new rule allows for civil protest.
However, “it doesn’t allow for people who might
decide to block the highway from emergency
vehicles during that civil protest.”
A North Carolina bill halfway through the
statehouse would legally protect drivers in certain
instances who hit protesters blocking the road.
The bill would shield drivers from lawsuits if they
“exercise due care.”
Drivers would not be protected from liability
if they are “willful and wanton” when striking
protesters or demonstrators while blocking a
roadway. Immunity would also be off the table for
hitting someone who has a valid permit allowing a
protest in a public street.
One Massachusetts state lawmaker wants to
address concerns about highway blockages.
State law now authorizes fines up to $50 or up to
three months in jail.
Rep. Colleen Gary, D-Dracut, has introduced a
bill that covers anyone who intentionally blocks or
prevents access to roadways posted with a speed
limit of at least 30 mph. Violators could face 10 years
in prison for stopping traffic. LL
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State Supreme Court: Local fuel taxes not only for roads and bridges
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Local sales taxes on motor fuels are not required to go
toward public roads and bridges, the Georgia Supreme
Court ruled on June 5. The decision came after the
Georgia Motor Trucking Association sued the Georgia
Department of Revenue over how local fuel taxes were
being used.
The trucking association filed the lawsuit against
the Department of Revenue after the Georgia General
Assembly enacted the Transportation Funding Act of
2015, which amended motor fuel taxes. The trucking
association claimed the taxes were unconstitutional.
However, a trial court sided with the government,
stating “the challenged sales taxes were not ‘motor
fuel taxes’ within the meaning of the Constitution,”
according to court documents.
Of the several claims made by the Georgia trucking
group, the Georgia Supreme Court opined that all claims
fail if local sales taxes imposed on the retail sale of
motor fuel are not “motor fuel taxes” as that term is
used in the Motor Fuel Provision. The state Supreme

Court ruled that local retail taxes are in fact not “motor
fuel taxes.”
The Georgia Constitution does state that fuel taxes
should go toward roads and bridges or a sum equal to
the total taxes. An act passed in 1927 provided that
“each distributor of fuels” would be taxed a certain
amount per gallon, with specific instructions on where
that money goes.
Over the decades, the act was amended to adjust the
fuel tax, but one aspect remained constant: the use of the
word “distributor.” Also consistent was the disbursement
of taxes, including the state highway fund and for
counties to use exclusively for roads and bridges.
In its opinion, the Georgia Supreme Court ruled “that
the term ‘motor fuel taxes’ means those motor fuel taxes
levied on distributors, not the local sales taxes generally
applicable to all sorts of tangible personal property.”
The precedent was set more than 60 years ago with
“motor fuel taxes” defined as “the per-gallon taxes
imposed on distributors in 1952.” Therefore, local taxes
are exempt from any fuel taxes specifically earmarked
for roads and bridges in the 2015 act. LL

NEVADA

Nevada posts 80 mph
speeds along stretch
of Interstate 80

Smiles all around.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

Truckers and motorists who drive
along a stretch of Interstate 80
in Nevada now are permitted to
travel five miles per hour faster.
The change follows a 2015
state law to authorize 80 mph
speeds on stretches of highway
deemed appropriate by the state
DOT – up from 75 mph.
About 130 miles of interstate
between Fernley and
Winnemucca were identified for
the speed increase. The section
of interstate through Lovelock is
excluded.
Speed increases along Nevada
interstates may not be over.
Other sections will be evaluated
for speed increases. LL

Circle No. 15 on Response Card
30 LAND LINE

JULY 2017

RHODE ISLAND

Trucking group rejects DOT’s
justification of bridge toll gantry
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Shortly after Rhode Island announced its first
two truck-only toll locations on Interstate 95 and
released a “facts on tolling revenues” press release,
the Rhode Island Trucking Association responded
by refuting the Rhode Island Department of
Transportation’s claims.
In early May, RIDOT announced the first two
of 14 tolling locations planned for the state, both
near the Connecticut border on Interstate 95. A few
weeks later, the DOT issued a fact sheet justifying a
truck-only toll gantry at the Oxford Street Bridge in
Providence.
According to the RIDOT press release,
rehabilitation of the bridge is part of “asset
management” or preventive maintenance to avoid
costlier repairs in the future.
“The current superstructure condition of the
Oxford Street Bridge is rated 5 by the FHWA as
confirmed by bridge inspection reports,” RIDOT
said. “A rating of 4 will put the bridge into the
structurally deficient category, which means it is
dangerous and much more expensive to repair.”
The Rhode Island Trucking Association responded
by pointing out that Rhode Island has the greatest
number of structurally deficient bridges in the
country as a percentage and lacks the funds to fix
those bridges. The association questioned the logic
behind repairing a structurally sound bridge.
“Why is RIDOT rehabilitating a bridge that’s in
good condition (72 percent sufficiency rating) with
a superstructure rating of 5 when (Rhode Island)
has so many structurally deficient bridges that it
deems ‘dangerous,’” the trucking association said in
a press release.
As for the claim that a reduced rating of 4 would
make repair costs more expensive, the trucking
group says that repair or replacement costs do not
increase as a result of a rating slip.
Christopher Maxwell, president/CEO of the
trucking association, told Land Line that the truckonly toll was sold to the public as a critical safety
issue. However, RIDOT’s justification of the
Oxford Street Bridge toll gantry suggests a different
tone.
“We have gone from them crying fire in the
theater to an asset management program,” Maxwell
told Land Line. LL

Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
NEW!
Available
YearRound!

OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH

What’s happening in your state legislature?

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

We know you don’t
have time to keep
up with all the
legislative action.
That’s why your
Association keeps a close watch
on action for you.
Here you will find a
midsummer roundup of some
significant action from around
the country.
For a complete rundown
of state legislation, visit
LandLineMag.com and click on
“Legislative Watch” under the
“Important Info” tab.

ARIZONA
A new law implements rules for
in-state moving companies. Effective
Aug. 8, movers cannot refuse to
deliver goods unless they provide
consumers with an up-front estimate
and the consumer has failed to pay.
HB2145 permits police to take
possession of household goods that a
mover refuses to deliver and unload.
Moving companies will be authorized
to pursue collection of unpaid
amounts on the contract after the
goods are unloaded.
Another new law covers concern
about civil asset forfeiture. HB2477
increases the burden of proof needed
in affected cases. In an effort to
prevent fraud and misuse, new
oversight mechanisms are also
established on the use of funds seized
by law enforcement.

Oregon
The Senate approved a bill to make
the left lane off limits. Truckers
already are prohibited from using
the far left lane. SB532 would set
left-lane restrictions for all vehicles
on two- and three-lane highways.
Certain exceptions would apply.

32 LAND LINE

CALIFORNIA
The Senate voted to advance a bill to
the Assembly to implement a federal
rule that requires people seeking a
CDL to complete a certified course
of instruction from a commercial
driving institution or program offered
by an employer before being issued
a license. SB158 would also set
minimum behind-the-wheel training
requirements to be completed as part
of CDL training.
ILLINOIS
A Senate-approved bill, SB1576,
would allow a special permit to be
issued by IDOT during a declared
harvest emergency. The permit
would waive a vehicle’s registered
weight limitation for a truck hauling
agricultural commodities and set a
divisible load weight limit not to
exceed 10 percent above a vehicle’s
registered gross weight or axle weight.

NEW YORK
Multiple bills are of note. A4699
would open the door to faster
speeds on certain highways. The
transportation commissioner would
be authorized to bump speeds on rural
interstates, including the New York
Thruway, to 75 mph – up from
65 mph. Divided highways with at
least four lanes could have speeds
posted at 65 mph.
S389 would permit more locales
throughout the state to set their own
speed limits. New York law now
requires most towns to petition the
state DOT to set local speed limits.
However, villages, cities and towns
with populations exceeding 50,000
are exempt from the requirement.
The bill would authorize all towns to
enact ordinances to set speed limits
within their own jurisdictions. Speeds
would be posted below the 55 mph
maximum speed limit.

MONTANA
Gov. Steve Bullock signed into law
a bill to keep slow-moving vehicles
to the right. HB415 clarifies what is
and is not permissible when using
the left lane. Exceptions to the lane
rule would be made for situations that
include traveling on a roadway – not
including interstates – within a city or
town. The new rule takes effect
Oct. 1.

NORTH CAROLINA
A House-approved bill, HB716,
would exempt truck platoons from the
state’s following distance requirement.
Currently, no minimum distance is
listed in state law. Instead, statute
defines following too closely as “more
closely than is reasonable and prudent,
having due regard for the speed of
such vehicles and the traffic upon and
the condition of the highway.”

NEW JERSEY
The Senate voted to advance a bill
that would require representation on
the Turnpike Authority’s board by
all regions of the state. The authority
oversees the New Jersey Turnpike
and the Garden State Parkway. S1674
would require at least one of the
seven appointed members to be from
Ocean, Atlantic, Burlington, Camden,
Cape May, Gloucester or Salem
counties.

PENNSYLVANIA
Multiple Senate bills address the
use of ticketing mechanisms. SB279
would permit local police officers
to use radar to nab speeders. The
bill specifies that use of speed radar
by local law enforcement would
be limited to “trained officers” in
Philadelphia, Allegheny, Bucks,
Delaware and Montgomery counties.
Twelve more counties in the third
class would also be permitted to use
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Oklahoma
the technology.
SB172 would set up a five-year
pilot program for the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation and the
Turnpike Commission to post speed
cameras in active work zones.
“Rogue” household goods movers
are the topic of a separate bill. SB458
applies criminal penalties to HHG
movers who fail to adhere to existing
rules in the state. Fine revenue
would be used to help motor carrier
enforcement efforts.

RHODE ISLAND
A House bill would repeal a oneyear-old law permitting the state to
charge commercial drivers to access
highways. Toll revenues are supposed
to be used for bridge replacement and
reconstruction around the state. H6109

A new law limits left-lane use on
highways with at least two lanes
of traffic in the same direction.
Exceptions include passing another
vehicle. HB2312 limits left-lane use
on highways with at least two lanes
of traffic in the same direction. The
change takes effect on Nov. 1.

would sideline the collection of tolls
primarily along Interstate 95, and on
state and U.S. highways.

SOUTH CAROLINA
One new law already in effect,
H3289, exempts truck platoons
from the state’s minimum 300-foot
following distance on all roadways.
TEXAS
Gov. Greg Abbott signed into law
two bills of interest. SB128 covers
steps to curb human trafficking. A
training course on human trafficking
is required to be completed for CDL
applicants and truckers renewing their
licenses.
SB1524 provides an increase in
truck weights for tractor-trailers
hauling intermodal shipping

containers. Effective Jan. 1, 2018,
seven-axle combinations with a gross
vehicle weight of up to 100,000
pounds will be allowed. Six-axle
combinations will be allowed with
permits up to 93,000 pounds. The
loads will be subject to various axle
configurations. Loads must also begin
or end at a port-of-entry along the Gulf
of Mexico or along the state’s border
with Mexico. Affected loads could not
exceed a 30-mile radius. LL

Compliance made easy.
As an owner-operator you and your drivers must be compliant with
DOT drug and alcohol testing laws. You need to make sure you’re
properly enrolled in a consortium, your testing records are in order
and all test results are properly documented.
CMCI minimizes the confusion of mandatory drug and alcohol
testing and record keeping requirements. CMCI provides
customers with vital information regarding detailed record
keeping, driver and supervisor training and testing.
CMCI annual enrollment cost is one of the lowest in the industry
with your OOIDA Membership dues. Each enrollment includes:

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

All selected random drug and alcohol tests
Medical Review Officer services
National collection site network
Certificate of enrollment
Education materials
Supervisor training
Driver handbook
*additional site fees may apply

Call CMCI today for more information and pricing.
Your partner in mandatory drug & alcohol testing requirements
A division of Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association Inc.
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STATETREND
TREND

From fuel rates to truck fees –
brand-new laws are on the books this month

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Truckers must be on constant watch for new
rules that could affect them as they drive from
point A to point B. Fresh off legislative action
in states stretching from Washington to West
Virginia, July is one of the leading months for
new laws to take effect. Below are the most
significant laws that Land Line found:
Arkansas

trafficking

A first-of-its-kind statute requires commercial driver’s
licensing tie-ins with efforts to combat trafficking.
Specifically, starting July 1 a training course on human
trafficking is in place for CDL applicants and truckers
renewing their licenses. The course is free.

Georgia

idling

Effective July 1, a new law increases the incentive to
get truck drivers to stop idling. To encourage the use
of idling-reduction equipment, previous state law had
authorized heavy-duty trucks to exceed the 80,000-pound
maximum weight limit by 400 pounds.
The 2012 federal transportation law included a
provision to allow states to increase their APU weight
exemption to 550 pounds.
Georgia’s new law increases the state’s 400-pound
exemption to 550 pounds.

Idaho

speed limits

A new rule in effect the first of the month permits
motorists and motorcyclists to exceed the posted speed
limit by up to 15 mph while passing on two-lane
highways. Affected roadways must have posted speeds
of at least 55 mph.
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Indiana

roundabouts

As of July 1, operators of smaller vehicles are required
to yield the right-of-way to large trucks when driving
through roundabouts. The rule applies when the driver of
the smaller vehicle is driving through the traffic pattern
at or near the same time. For occurrences where two
large trucks are approaching a roundabout at about the
same time, the vehicle on the right is required to yield
the right-of-way. For more information, see Page 36.

Kentucky

weights

A new law in effect July 1 adds feed haulers to the list
of loads permitted to top the 80,000-pound threshold on
two-lane and four-lane state highways. State law already
permits a 10 percent weight tolerance for certain loads.
The loads are not permitted on interstate highways.
The new law adds trucks hauling feed for livestock
or poultry. The change also permits livestock and
agriculture haulers to exceed the gross weight provisions
by four tons to make their first stop.

Nevada

left lane

Effective the first of the month is a new law limiting
left-lane use on highways with at least two lanes of
traffic in the same direction. State law already prohibits
slow driving in the left lane. A minimum speed is also in
place. The new law applies to any vehicle hanging out in
the far left lane on multi-lane highways.

Tennessee

protests

Starting July 1, the fine for protests that obstruct a
roadway is increased from $50 to $200. The rule covers
any incident that impedes an emergency vehicle from
responding to an emergency.

Virginia

left lane

Four new laws are in effect the first of July. The first
law is intended to deter driving in the far left-hand
lane. Commonwealth law already requires any vehicle
moving at less than the normal speed of traffic to stay to
the right. The new law sets minimum fines at $100 for
driving too slowly in the left lane.
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States
roll out

© plumadaquila - Fotolia.com

STATETREND

A separate new law covers commercial
driver’s licensing via community colleges.
“Comprehensive” community colleges in the
state system are now permitted to administer the
skills test to students enrolled in a commercial
driver training course who have failed the CDL
skills or written exams three times. After the
additional training, the DMV will be solely
responsible for administering the applicable
exam.
Another new law specifies that vehicles and
cargo impeding traffic flow due to a wreck must
be removed from moving lanes. The Virginia
DOT is also able to clear vehicles from travel
lanes if there are no injuries and the vehicle
cannot be driven. Drivers are required to move
a vehicle from the roadway after an emergency,
wreck, or breakdown that did not result in
injury or death – if the vehicle is movable and
the driver can do so safely.
Also effective is a law to bring the state in
line with federal rules on size and weights.
Among the provisions in the law is permission
Continued on Page 37

States tweak fuel taxes
The first of July marks a change in
fuel tax collections in five states.
South Carolina is increasing
16.75-cent diesel and gas rates
by 2 cents. The tax rates will
continue to rise annually by 2-cent
increments through 2022. At that
time, the tax rate will top out at
28.75 cents.
In Tennessee, the state’s
21.4-cent gas rate and 18.4-cent
diesel rate are being raised. The
fuel rates are up four cents each.
The rates will continue to rise by 2
cents and 6 cents over the next two
years, respectively. Multiple vehicle
fees are also increased, including a
$20 boost in the registration taxes
for large trucks.
Montana’s 27-cent gas tax and
27.75-cent diesel tax are headed
up. Specifically, the gas rate is up
4.5 cents to 31.5 cents. The diesel
rate is up 1.5 cents to 29.25 cents.
The tax rates for gas and diesel will
each be increased another

1.5 cents
and one-half cent
by 2023.
New Jersey is completing
the third of a three-part fuel tax
increase that began in November
2016. At that time, the gas tax
increased from 14.5 cents to
37.5 cents. On Jan. 1, the diesel
rate was raised from 17.5 cents to
about 36.5 cents. Another 8-cent
increase on diesel took effect July
1. The rate now is set at about 44.5
cents per gallon.
Also in Indiana, the state’s
18-cent-per-gallon gas tax and the
16-cent diesel tax are increased by
10 cents. In addition, the state’s
11-cent surcharge tax on diesel
nearly doubles to 21 cents. Tax
rates will also be indexed on an
annual basis through 2024. Annual
adjustments will be capped at one
penny. LL

Over 90 vendor discount programs available to
OOIDA Members plus great rates on truck insurance,
medical benefits, fuel card and more.
BECOME A MEMBER. Call 800-444-5791 or join online at www.ooida.com!
Representation • Truck Insurance • Medical Benefits • Business Services • Information
Fuel Card • Product Discounts • Drug & Alcohol Testing ...and much more!
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Truck-friendly roundabout rules
pick up steam
Indiana is the latest state to take
action addressing an increasingly
popular traffic pattern in states
around the country.
Gov. Eric Holcomb signed into law
a bill that covers large trucks that
navigate through roundabouts.
Specifically, operators of smaller
vehicles now are required to yield the
right-of-way to large trucks when
driving through roundabouts. The
rule applies when the driver of the
smaller vehicle is driving through the
traffic pattern at or near the same
time.
The new law took effect July 1.
Roundabouts have grown in
popularity in recent years following
the U.S. Department of
Transportation backing their
installation to slow traffic and reduce
the frequency of severe wrecks. In
fact, online resources show more
than 3,000 roundabouts in use around
the country.
A study by the Insurance Institute
of Highway Safety reports that
intersections converted to
roundabouts show a 39 percent
decrease in all crashes and an
89 percent decrease in fatal crashes.
Others note that while severe
crashes have dropped in frequency
through roundabouts there is an
uptick in fender benders.
The city of Carmel, located
north of Indianapolis, boasts the
most roundabouts in the U.S.
The community has at least 100
with another two dozen nearing
completion or funded.
Rep. Jerry Torr, R-Carmel, told
Indiana legislators earlier this year
that many people in Carmel are
“pretty happy with them.”
“They keep traffic flowing and
moving rather than stopping for
stop lights,” he testified at a House
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committee hearing.
The traffic pattern has also cut
down on serious wrecks in the city.
However, Torr and Carmel Mayor
Jim Brainard say there still is work to
be done to better accommodate large
trucks as they maneuver through
roundabouts.
Torr said the new rule calls for
cars, when they see large trucks in
roundabouts, “to give them the rightof-way – rather than get up beside
them where the truck may need to
come over into that lane. Slow down
and stay behind them.”
The new law defines affected
trucks as having a minimum total
length of 40 feet or a minimum total
width of 10 feet.
For occurrences where two large
trucks are approaching a roundabout
at about the same time, the vehicle
on the right is required to yield the
right-of-way.
Offenders could face $500 fines.
Brainard previously said the new
law, and an ordinance approved in
December 2016 by the Carmel City
Council, stems from communication
he received from an out-of-state truck
driver about a Wisconsin law.
The Badger State law was enacted
a year ago to address a Wisconsin
DOT study that found roundabouts
cut severe wrecks in the state by

about one-third, but minor wrecks
increased by about 12 percent.
Gary Langston, president of the
Indiana Motor Truck Association,
has said the findings in Wisconsin
are encouraging for professional
drivers. He told lawmakers in 2016
there were 91 collisions in Indiana
roundabouts involving commercial
motor vehicles. Most incidents were
sideswipes with only one injury, he
added.
Some legislators in the
Minnesota statehouse have also
taken notice of the rules enacted in
nearby states. Identical efforts in both
statehouse chambers were offered
during the 2017 regular session to
mirror the new Indiana law.
The bills, introduced in the final
weeks of the session, failed to
come up for consideration prior
to adjournment. The issue can be
brought back for consideration in
early 2018.
In the meantime, the Minnesota
Department of Transportation has
posted information on their website
asking motorists to give large trucks
extra space in roundabouts. The site
also clarifies that “large trucks may
straddle both lanes while driving
through a multi-lane roundabout.” LL
Land Line Now News Anchor Reed Black
contributed to this report.
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

States roll out new laws
From Page 35

for vehicle and watercraft carriers to backhaul general
cargo. A separate provision increases the weight at
which a vehicle must be inspected at a permanent weigh
station to at least 10,000 pounds. Another provision
makes overweight permits available for tank vehicles
hauling milk.

Washington

electronic devices

Starting July 23, restrictions on drivers’ use of electronic
devices are updated. State law already prohibits the
use of handheld devices to make phone calls. Text
messaging is also outlawed. Use of a hands-free device
to make a phone call, however, is permitted.
The new law covers other uses for electronic devices
that drivers access while behind the wheel. Examples
include Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Violations
will be a primary offense, and reported to insurance
companies.
There are some exceptions to the new rule included
for commercial drivers. Specifically, use of a device
within the scope of employment as allowed by federal
law is permitted. The use of CB radios is also allowed.

West Virginia

HHG carriers

Effective July 7, one new law is intended to help startups in the household goods moving industry. State law
has required owners of household goods companies
to approve new businesses. The new law exempts
HHG carriers from jurisdiction of the Public Service
Commission. The certificate of need requirement for
intrastate operations is also removed.
A second new law in effect July 6 covers overweight
permits for loads up to 120,000 pounds. Specifically,
permits can be issued for trucks to haul overweight
divisible loads bound for outside of the country along
designated routes. Included is a requirement for carriers
to show that the load does not create “undue damage” to
the roadways and bridges on the designated route.

Wyoming

truck fees

Two new laws in effect July 1 cover vehicle-related
fees. Specific to commercial vehicles, the first law
increases the state registration fee for 80,000-pound
trucks to $907.50 – up from $825. The highway use
tax for the same vehicles is also raised from $1,400 to
$1,540.
A second law doubles multiple drivers’ license fees.
CDLs are up to $50; commercial learner’s permits and
CDL renewals or duplicates are $40; and CDL skills
tests cost $80. LL
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Indiana, West Virginia lawmakers
earn ‘razzberries’ for bad proposals
State legislative proposals to fund
respective roads and bridges can
vary quite a bit. In some cases
lawmakers pursue modest increases
to the state diesel tax. In other
cases lawmakers pursue significant
increases in the state diesel
tax, expanded tolling authority,
truck-specific “transportation
improvement” taxes, increases
in registration fees, and virtually

Collectively, this is
one of the worst
transportation funding
packages we have seen.
any other means for generating
additional revenue.
To steal a page from Land Line’s
and Land Line Now’s “Roses and
Razzberries” playbook, it is time
to hand out some razzberries to
lawmakers in Indiana and
West Virginia. Not to all state
lawmakers – just those who
supported, or who will eventually
support, two very bad transportation
funding proposals.
In Indiana, HB1002 was signed
into law by Gov. Eric Holcomb on
April 24. It was supported by 37
members of the Indiana Senate and
69 members of the Indiana House.
Gov. Holcomb and the 106 state
lawmakers who voted for the bill
are receiving a razzberry. Here’s
why:
n The new law removes what little
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oversight the legislature had
regarding toll roads. In effect, the
legislature is washing its hands of
any oversight and accountability
whereby all major tolling decisions
will be determined by the governor
and unelected government
officials;

n It encourages the state to request
a waiver from the Federal Highway
Administration to toll existing roads
and bridges. To be clear, the state
wants to toll infrastructure that has
already been paid for by taxpayer
dollars;

n It creates a weigh-in-motion
pilot program to privatize
certain aspects of commercial
motor vehicle enforcement. We
believe this is nothing more than
enforcement for profit that will
eliminate due process protections
and is a strong deterrent for lawabiding motor carriers to operate
in Indiana; and

n It increases the state diesel tax,
the state excise tax, and IRP fees.

Collectively, this is one of the
worst transportation funding
packages we have seen. Apparently
state lawmakers have forgotten
(perhaps selectively) about the
Indiana Toll Road disaster. Rather
than learn from their mistakes, the
state is bound to repeat them.
In West Virginia, state lawmakers
are considering a transportation
funding proposal promoted by Gov.
Jim Justice, Senate President Mitch
Carmichael, and House Minority
Leader Timothy Miley. SB1003

passed the Senate on May 24, with
26 voting in favor. The House
version, HB103, is pending
consideration in the House.
Gov. Justice, Carmichael, Miley,
and other West Virginia lawmakers
who are considering voting for
this proposal are deserving of
razzberries. Here’s why:
n It would authorize the West
Virginia Parkways Authority to
issue parkway revenue bonds to
fund non-parkway public highways
and bridges;

n It would give WVPA significant
new authority to increase toll rates
while simultaneously weakening
local oversight and public input;

n It would authorize WVPA to
establish a single-fee program
and commuter pass system for
passenger motor vehicles but
prohibit commercial trucks from
participating in both;

n It would authorize WVPA to enter
into toll agreements with adjacent
states pursuant to a reciprocal toll
enforcement agreement (i.e. tolling
roads and bridges in coordination
with surrounding states);

n It would establish a “State Road
Construction Account” supported
by parkway revenue with priority
of the expenditure of such
funds to four counties within the
state (another form of revenue
diversion); and

n It would repeal an existing
“Cessation of Tolls” provision.
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In short, this proposal would expand
the state’s tolling authority, provide
financial relief for passenger vehicles
but not commercial trucks, divert
parkway revenue to non-parkway
projects, statutorily deem some
counties more deserving than others,
weaken public input, and ensure that
toll roads would become a permanent
fixture of West Virginia transportation
funding and policy.
As we have mentioned before,
OOIDA is generally supportive of
equitable investments in transportation
infrastructure. Transportation projects
that enhance safety, reduce congestion,
and improve operational efficiency
are good for the trucking industry,
the motoring public, and consumers.
However, there is absolutely nothing
equitable about Indiana’s new law, or
West Virginia’s proposal. LL
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OOIDA continues ELD fight following
Supreme Court’s pass on hearing case
By Jami Jones, managing editor

The U.S. Supreme Court denied OOIDA’s petition
requesting that the court hear the Association’s case
against the electronic log mandate. The court announced
the denial June 12.
“We are extremely disappointed that the Supreme Court
does not see the merit in reviewing our case, with so many
questions about its constitutionality,” OOIDA President
Jim Johnston said.
“We will
continue to pursue
“We are still very
the issue on the
much in this fight in
congressional side
Congress.” – OOIDA Director
as there are still
of Government Affairs Mike Matousek
many questions
about the technical
specifications
and enforcement aspects of the mandate. Until the
government is able to answer many fundamental and basic
questions about the mandate, they should at least delay its
implementation.”
Truckers’ rights under the Fourth Amendment were front
and center in the OOIDA petition asking the Supreme
Court to review the Association’s case on the electronic
logging mandate.
In its petition to the Supreme Court, OOIDA also asked
the court to determine whether the ELD rule violates the
Fourth Amendment by failing to establish a regulatory
structure at the state and federal levels that serves as a
constitutionally adequate substitute for a warrant. In short,
are there adequate restrictions on the ways the data is
collected by the ELDs and used by state and federal law
enforcement agencies?
“The mandate is the equivalent of warrantless
surveillance of truckers, and it violates their Fourth
Amendment rights. That intrusion on the rights of hardworking Americans cannot be justified. The mandate will
not improve safety,” Johnston said. “It will, however, be
another costly regulatory burden heaped upon an already
over-regulated industry.”
Johnston explained that the denial leaves the
constitutionality of the regulation unanswered.
He pointed out that the denial of the petition – called a
Writ of Certiorari – does not constitute the Supreme Court’
approval of the decision of the Seventh Circuit.
“Cert denied means only one thing. The court, by
refusing the case, is not taking a position on the case one
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way or another,”
Johnston said.
He said the
Association’s law
firm, the Cullen Law
Firm, is continuing to
evaluate other options
for addressing the
ELD rule.
And that’s not the
only avenue that OOIDA is pursuing in its fight against
the upcoming regulation.
“As hopeful as we were that the Supreme Court would
hear our case, OOIDA has been diligent in working on
other alternatives to prevent this burdensome regulation
from going into effect in December. One of our options
has been and continues to be Congress,” OOIDA Director
of Government Affairs Mike Matousek told Land Line.
“We are still very much in this fight in Congress. We’re
hoping to have more information soon, but we are hopeful
that Congress will consider a delay or repeal through the
appropriations process, a stand-alone bill, or as part of a
larger regulatory reform effort.”
Matousek pointed to the current climate in Washington,
D.C., and the focus on regulatory reform as a big door
opening for truckers seeking repeal of the logging
mandate.
“The Trump administration’s objective of reducing
regulatory burdens makes the prospect of the repeal of this
$2 billion mandate all the more possible.”
Matousek said there remains a possibility that FMCSA
could delay or repeal their ruling on their own as part of
Trump’s regulatory reform initiative. He acknowledged
that while that could be less likely following the Supreme
Court’s decision not to hear the case, it’s not entirely out
of the picture. One holdup on that end is the fact that the
FMCSA has yet to have an administrator nominated. Once
that happens, regulatory reform options at the agency level
increase.
Rather than wait for that appointment, Matousek said
that OOIDA is concentrating efforts on Congress and that
truckers will play a big role in any legislative fix.
“The key is that now, more than ever, truckers need
to call their representative and senators and urge them
to repeal this ELD mandate. It will take a lot of, and
consistent, communication with your lawmakers. But it
can be done,” Matousek said. LL
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Stay compliant with OOIDA.

OOIDA now offers members OOIDA Compliance Connection,
a new program from OOIDA to assist members to stay in
compliance with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance,
and other record keeping programs.
With the assistance from OOIDA, members now can efficiently and easily establish
compliant driver qualification files. OOIDA Compliance Connection offers:
• 24/7 online access to files
• Carriers can upload their own documents. No need to
scan and email or fax
• A system for storing driver qualification files
• Assistance with all maintenance files
• Organizes paperwork and allow auditors to view records
during a new entry safety audit
• File copies of roadside inspection reports
• Keeps leases, contracts, permits, training certs and
other resources in an easy to access location
All of this information is easily accessible and can be sent confidentially and
selectively to an authorized investigator.
Let OOIDA help you avoid the hassle of
compliance record-keeping and maintenance.
Call OOIDA Business Services and find out about
OOIDA Compliance Connection and pricing.

800-444-5791
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Trucking a way of life
for scholarship winner
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

For Kyle Klocke, trucking has
always been a way of life.
The high school senior from
Albertville,
Minn., grew
up with a
family full of
truckers.
His father,
OOIDA
Member
Ralph
Klocke, has
Kyle Klocke
been a truck
driver for
35 years. But it doesn’t end there.
His grandfather used to be a truck
driver, and a few of his uncles also
drive. His mother, Sheila Klocke, has
worked as a trucking dispatcher for
about 25 years.
Klocke, the top winner of the 2017
OOIDA Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund, plans to study at Alexandria
Technical and Community College
in Minnesota to become a diesel
mechanic.

“As a kid I was always taught
that without truck drivers the people
of America would have nothing,”
Klocke wrote in his essay to the
scholarship committee.
The OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund has been assisting
the children, grandchildren and
legal dependents of OOIDA
members in their efforts to gain
a higher education since 1998.
Annually, OOIDA awards one
$2,000 scholarship and four $1,000
scholarships. About $295,000 has
been awarded to students since the
scholarship was created.
The four $1,000 scholarship
winners are Sean Daniels, Madelyne
Louise Jacks, Lauren Elizabeth
Hardin and Kailee Gibbons. Caitlyn
C. Gilbertson is this year’s alternate.
“The quality of the essays was
strong this year,” said Andrew King,
of the OOIDA Foundation. “There
were some good answers, and you
could tell that they really did their
research rather than turn in the
cookie-cutter responses.”
King said the third question,

“What changes do you see down the
road, in five or 10 years, that would
improve the trucking industry?”
is one of particular interest to the
scholarship committee.
“In the next five to 10 years, I
see a lot of changes in the trucking
industry,” Klocke wrote. “A few
of them are good, and many of
them not so good. Starting with the
good, I see small improvements in
fuel economy because of the new
aerodynamic designs of trucks.
Better fuel economy means more
money in the company and drivers’
pockets at the end of the day. Some
negatives I see are how much the
government is involved in the
trucking industry. The government
is so involved in trucking that it’s
ruining the industry.”
Sean Daniels, of Mt. Pleasant,
Wis., is the son of OOIDA Member
Rick Daniels. He is home schooled
and plans to study nursing at
Maranatha Baptist University in
Wisconsin.

It’s Form 2290 filing time; OOIDA can help
OOIDA’s Permits and Licensing Department is giving truck
owners a heads up: It’s time to think about the federal
highway use tax for heavy vehicles. It’s that $550 fee you pay
each year when you file an IRS Form 2290.
The current tax period for heavy vehicles begins on July 1
and ends on June 30, 2018. The balance due shown on the
Form 2290 must be paid in full by the due date of the return.
For trucks and other taxable vehicles in use during July, the
Form 2290 and payment are due this year on Aug. 31. State
governments are required to receive proof of payment of
the federal heavy vehicle use tax as a condition of vehicle
registration.
Fleets with 25 or more vehicles must pay online with the
IRS. Smaller fleets still have the option of paying by mailed
check or money order or online.
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A reminder that in most places you can no longer just drive
to nearest IRS office to process your Form 2290. OOIDA’s
Cathy Koncilia of the Business Services Department says if
you want to visit the IRS now, you must have an appointment.
And another reminder of two other recent changes: You
must have an Employer Identification Number to e-file. You
cannot use your Social Security number.
“For a service fee, OOIDA Permits and Licensing
Department offers members the convenience and speed
of filing the Form 2290s online,” said Koncilia. “If you need
help getting an EIN, call OOIDA at 800-444-5791, and we will
show you how to apply for one online.”
In general, the federal heavy vehicle use tax applies to
trucks, truck tractors and buses with a gross taxable weight
of 55,000 pounds or more. LL
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“My dad is an over-the-road
trucker driver, and he is probably
the hardest worker I know,” Daniels
wrote. “My father has shown me
firsthand
what it
means to
have a strong
work ethic.
He has
passed this
invaluable
trait down
to me, and
Sean Daniels
I intend to
continue
passing it along to my future
children.”
Madelyne Louise Jacks, of
Mooresville, Ind., is the daughter
of OOIDA Senior Member Jason
Jacks. She will major in media
communication and creative writing
at Asbury
University in
Kentucky.
“As I
aspire to
develop my
knowledge
and
proficiency
in media
Madelyne Louise Jacks
and writing,
I hope that
our nation aspires to advance its
mentality toward truckers,” Jacks
wrote.
Lauren Elizabeth Hardin, of
Clinton, N.C., is the daughter of
OOIDA Senior Member David S.
Hardin. She plans to study physics
at the University of North CarolinaWilmington.
“My dad is a truck driver and a
diesel mechanic, but at the end of
the day he is just my dad,” Hardin
wrote. “I am thankful for the impact
that he has made not only in my

Lauren Elizabeth Hardin

life, but on
the lives of
those in our
nation. I am
thankful for
the impact that
all independent
owneroperators make
on my life
every day.”

Kailee Gibbons, of Beloit, Ohio,
is the daughter of OOIDA Member
Donald Gibbons. She plans to attend
Kent State University and major in
pre-medicine
and foreign
language.
“Trucking
involves a
lot more than
just sitting
in a seat
and holding
the steering
wheel,”
Kailee Gibbons
Gibbons
wrote. “It takes a lot to be a truck
driver, and to succeed you must have
an excellent work ethic. And I take
pride in having the same work ethic
as my father.”
Caitlyn C. Gilbertson, of
Platteville, Wis., is the daughter
of OOIDA
Member
Tim E.
Gilbertson.
She plans
to major in
accounting
at Madison
College in
Wisconsin.
Caitlyn C. Gilbertson
“The most
important
positive effect my father has had
on me is to be family oriented,” she
wrote. LL

SAVE FUEL
SAVE MONEY
SAVE TIRES

Our Wheel Centering Products are
a patented line of products
designed to Stop Tire Vibration and
Irregular Tire Wear.
Choose from these solutions:

SOLUTION A

The Centering Pins Sets are used when mounting
the wheels and then removed from the wheel.

BEFORE

SOLUTION B

AFTER
This sleeve set stays on the wheels at all times, is
for use on STEER AXLES ONLY and will center the
brake drum as well as the wheel.

SOLUTION C

STEP 1

STEP 2

This 2-piece sleeve set also stays on the wheels at
all times, is for DUAL AXLES and is available with
or without brake drum centering.
All of these products are available in many
different sizes and conﬁgurations to ﬁt your needs.

Call 1-866-686-9285 today to ﬁnd
the TRU-BALANCE products
that are right for you.
www.tru-bal.com

Circle No. 223 on Response Card
JULY 2017

LAND LINE 43

HISTORY & TRUCKS

War Machine!
Trucks helped the Allies
win World War I
By Bill Hudgins, contributing writer

T

his year marks the 100th
anniversary of the United
States’ entering World War
I. WWI has been called The
Great War and The War to End All
Wars. It could also be called The War
of Military Innovation. New weapons
like tanks, machine guns, poison gas
and airplanes obliterated all previous
notions of carnage and destruction.
Trucks and other motorized vehicles
composed a significant part of these
arsenals.
When fighting started in August
1914, both sides expected a short
war: The German war plan called
for a rapid sweep across Belgium
to take Paris within six weeks. Both
sides intended to use railways and
horses as the primary means of
transportation and supply.
But the Belgians surprised the
Germans by fighting back. They
slowed the brutal advance enough so
France could mobilize its defenses.
The war bogged down into four years
of trench warfare.
Existing railways and horsepower
couldn’t keep up with the needs
of the men at the front. According
to Great Britain’s Imperial War
Museum, by 1918 each 12,000-man
division needed about 1,000 tons of
supplies a day – and nearly double
that during an offensive.
To help bridge the gap between
railways and the trenches, both sides
hurriedly built light-rail systems.
The 23-inch (60 cm) gauge tracks
looked like model trains, but proved
invaluable.
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The U.S. Army’s Class B Liberty Truck
represented an effort to standardize
parts and maintenance. (Photo courtesy
U.S. Army Transportation Museum)

Pershing’s forces were still dependent on army wagons, as evidenced in this photo which combines
mule-drawn wagons and motorized vehicles. France, 1918. (Photo courtesy U.S. Army Transportation
Museum)

So did trucks. Trucks helped the
Allies win the war of logistics and
supply. The Allies – Great Britain,
France, Russia and Italy (the United
States fought alongside the Allies
but never officially joined them) –
entered the war with more motor
vehicles than the Central Powers

(German, Austria-Hungary, the
Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria) and
quickly saw their advantage.
The Allies ramped up production,
while the Central Powers
remained fixated on rail and horse
transportation, according to an
analysis by James M. Laux in the
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Existing railways and
horses couldn’t keep
up with the needs of
the men at the front.
Transportation Museum, The rest
were European vehicles. And the
AEF never had more than 50 percent
of the vehicles and 30 percent of the
personnel called for in war plans.

The ÒBulldogÓ

After the war, trucks such as this Benz helped transport food and other humanitarian relief under
President Herbert HooverÕs rebuilding program. (Photo courtesy National Archives)

Summer 1989 issue of The Society of
Automotive Historians’ Automotive
History Review.
By the end of the war, Britain,
France and Italy had built some
102,000 trucks, while Germany had
produced only about 12,700. The
United States supplied more than

10,000 trucks to Great Britain alone,
and after entering the war brought tens
of thousands more.
Although U.S. builders quickly
expanded production, less than
half of the American Expeditionary
Force (AEF) trucks were Americanmade, according to the U.S. Army

During its time in Europe, the AEF
employed 294 different vehicle
makes – 213 U.S. and 81 European –
according to the U.S. Army
Transportation Museum. These
included still-famous makers as well as
ones now obscure – Ford, GMC, FWD
(Four Wheel Drive Auto Co.), Nash
Quad, Packard, Pierce-Arrow and
Republic.
Two of the best-known U.S. trucks
in WWI were the AC Mack and the
U.S. Army’s Class B Liberty Truck.
For many Americans, the AC Mack
stands as the iconic WWI truck.
Mack introduced the AC in 1916
and soon began shipping them to
Great Britain. The first shipment of
10 trucks so impressed the British
soldiers (“Tommies”) that they hung
the bulldog nickname on the tough,
reliable vehicles, says Doug Maney,
curator of the Mack Truck Historical
Museum.
English Bulldogs were working
dogs used to corner wild bulls. They
were tough, tenacious and determined
beyond their relatively small size.
So were the ACs. “Mack trucks
have always been over-engineered to
be tougher than needed,” Maney says.
Also, the AC’s blunt, sloping hood and
jowl-like front cross member reminded
the Tommies of their beloved pooches.
Mack quickly capitalized on the
nickname. The company added
Continued on Page 46
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Restored Ford Model T tuck on display at the National Museum of the Marine
Corps in Triangle, VA. (Photo courtesy National Museum of the Marine Corps.)

From Page 45

“Bulldog” to its 1917 marketing
materials, and it’s been there ever
since.
The AC’s design contributed
significantly to its durability and
reliability. The 3 1/2-ton version had
a 4-cylinder, 48.4 hp gasoline engine,
with 3-speed transmission, spoked
steel wheels with solid rubber tires, a
chain drive and rear transaxle.
The chain drive and other
vulnerable components such as the
differential were located close to the
frame rails and relatively high off the
ground, and the radiator sat behind
the engine. This helped protect them
from rocks, sticks and other debris.
Macks shouldered far heavier loads
than their specs called for, Maney
says. They were outfitted with a
number of different bodies, but
body type didn’t matter much when
supplies needed to get through.
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Restored WWI FWD truck on display at the Imperial War Museum, Duxford, England. (Photo by
Dave Hamster)

“What might have been intended
as a troop transport wound up being
used to haul sandbags and other
cargo,” he says. This was true of

most motorized vehicles in WWI.
Buses often transported troops and
cargo. During the September 1914
Battle of the Marne, Parisian taxis
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Two of the best-known
U.S. trucks in WWI
were the AC Mack and
the U.S. Army’s Class
B Liberty Truck.
ferried French soldiers to the front to
halt the advancing Germans.

the drive for
standardization
The Liberty B Truck evolved out
of the Army’s need for an
easy-to-maintain vehicle that
used standardized parts. The
Army’s first major real-world
use of trucks came during the
Mexican Punitive Expedition of
1916. Led by Brigadier General
John Pershing, the Expedition
spent almost 11 months trying
to capture the elusive bandit
Pancho Villa, according to
the U.S. Army Transportation
Museum, which provided
information for this section of
the article.
“It was obvious that the
truck’s mobility, endurance and
speed far exceeded the ability
of the conventional horse-drawn
wagon. But maintenance was a
nightmare. The Quartermaster
Corps realized that a truck
of standard design and
interchangeable parts was a
requirement for the Army.”
Once Congress declared war,
the Quartermaster Corps quickly
assembled a design committee of
Quartermaster officers, Society of
Automotive Engineers members, and
volunteers from truck and component
manufacturers. Participants included
Autocar, Bethlehem, Brockway,
Diamond T, FWD, Garford, GrammBernstein, Indiana, Kelly-Springfield,
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The AC Mack was awarded first prize by the Motor Transport Corps in their How The War Was Won
celebration. (Photo courtesy Mack Trucks Historical Museum)

German tender truck for captive observation balloon. (Photo courtesy National Archives)

Packard, Pierce-Arrow, Republic,
Selden, Service, Sterling, U.S Motor
Truck Co., Velie and others.
Specs called for a large engine,
gasoline tank and radiator; 4-speed
transmission; low gear reduction;
very low first gear; demountable tires;
3-point engine suspension; locking
differential; and maximum ground
clearance. The committee ruled out

using existing models to avoid possible
delays related to patent infringement.
The work proceeded swiftly, and by
October 1917 two prototypes motored
to Washington, D.C., for evaluation.
The tests were so successful that the
government had signed contracts for all
of the components by mid-November.
Production began in April 1918.
Continued on Page 48
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Restored Liberty B Truck on display at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in Triangle,
VA. (Photo courtesy National Museum of the Marine Corps.)
From Page 47

Bearing a distinctive “USA”
nameplate on their radiators, the
first of 8,000 Liberty B trucks
arrived in France in the early fall of
1918, just in time to join the Allied
drive that eventually led to the
November 11 Armistice.

OVER THERE
Famed military novelist Tom
Clancy once wrote, “amateurs
discuss tactics … Professional
soldiers study logistics.”
Ultimately, the Allied powers’
greater production capabilities and
their ability to move equipment
and men overwhelmed the German
army.
The Automotive History Review
article notes that the French Army
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imposed rigid “road discipline”
to make supply as efficient
as possible. They developed
timetables, established repair shops
along the routes, and set up pulloffs for disabled vehicles.
During the 1916 battle of Verdun,
along a 60-km stretch of graveland-dirt highway called the Sacred
Road, as many as 6,000 vehicles
a day – one every 14 seconds –
might pass a given point. The U.S.
Army’s Motor Transport Corps was
less successful in imposing this
kind of discipline and in keeping
its fleet in good repair, according to
the article.
Though motor truck companies
were generally regarded as noncombatant units, the truth was far
different, as OOIDA members who

fought and worked decades later in
Iraq quickly learned.
For instance, the March 21, 1919,
Paris edition of Stars and Stripes
reported: “Throughout the St.
Mihiel drive, this unit was almost
continually under fire, working
under handicaps of darkness and
mud, carrying shells to ammunition
dumps, running their trucks without
thought of danger to themselves
into places of extreme danger in
order to help some battery change
its position, towing guns out of
the deep mud onto the road, and
sticking with them until placed in
their new positions.”
Stars and Stripes gave a heartfelt
shout-out to the Army Motor
Transport Corps’ 42,818 trucks.
The fleet included machine shop
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trucks, equipment and repair trucks,
gas tanks, water tankers, trucks for
analyzing and sterilizing water, dump
trucks, mobile dental and X-ray
units, rolling kitchens, wreckers and
booms and hoists, delousing trucks,
and balloon trucks to transport and
tend observation balloons. There were
also 5,578 trailers for a wide array of
needs.
Despite the growing presence
of motorized vehicles, both sides
continued to use horses, mules and
donkeys. An estimated 8 million
equines were killed during the war. Of
the 1 million that Great Britain used,
only about 60,000 survived the war.

BACK HOME
Liberty B trucks bore a distinctive ÒUSAÓ on their radiators. (Photo courtesy U.S. Army Transportation
Museum)

Restored French WWI Berliet truck. The Allied Powers early saw the value of trucks and built thousands
more than the Central Powers. (Photo by Alfvan Beem)
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Though the U.S. Army maintained a
presence in Europe for some time after
the war, most soldiers came home and
were demobilized.
Some trucks remained in Europe as
part of occupation duty, while others
were shipped home and many were
sold off as war surplus.
This would have a profound effect
on America, Maney says. Returning
veterans who had seen what trucks
could do in a war zone realized they
could buy a surplus truck and make a
living at home.
British soldiers had a similar
experience, according to the Imperial
War Museum. “Motor transport
had matured, and thousands of War
Department lorries were purchased by
ex-servicemen and offered increasingly
effective competition [to rail].”
The growth of car and truck traffic
would spur road building. And the
1919 Transcontinental Motor Convoy
demonstrated the need for a good
national highway system for both
national security and commerce.
Lt. Col. Dwight D. Eisenhower was
an Army observer on the convoy, and
decades later he would sign legislation
for the Interstate system. LL
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EXTREME TRUCKING

Driven to
the brink
Jeff Turner tests trucks in
North America’s coldest,
hottest, highest places
Special to Land Line

I

t’s February, and as Jeff Turner’s alarm goes off
at 6 a.m., it’s pitch black outside. And cold –
it’s minus 20 degrees. “Perfect,” Turner says to
himself. “It’s going to be a great day.”
While other drivers might shudder from just the
thought of the cold, it’s how this OOIDA member from
Burlington, Wash., and his team of engineers from the
Paccar Technical Center like it. The colder the better.
As manager of the Tech Center’s “embedded
engineering team,” Turner leads teams into the toughest
environments known to man. It’s all in an effort to
create trucks to withstand nature’s wrath.

In the winter, Turner drives roads (and ice roads) near
Yellowknife in the Northwest Territories, a four-day,
1,400-mile trip from his “office” at the Paccar Technical
Center in Mount Vernon, Wash. At Yellowknife,
temperatures can drop to as low as a frigid minus 40
degrees, and the average temperature in January is a
balmy minus 20.
Oh, and in the summer, it’s like a furnace when he
Half trucker, half engineer: OOIDA Member Jeff Turner, Burlington, Wash.
steps out of his rig in Death Valley where temperatures
operates and then later, during my breaks, I write down
can exceed 120 degrees.
my observations.”
Then a few weeks later, he drives from the lowest point
Once in Yellowknife, the team will put on up to 200
in the United States – Death Valley at 282 feet below sea
miles
a day in driving, but it’s the evening and morning
level, to Colorado’s infamous Loveland Pass, the highest
that command the most attention. “When we shut down,
point in the United States where commercial vehicles can
other truckers look at us like we’re crazy,” says Turner.
legally travel. Elevation? Nearly 12,000 feet.
“Truckers up there never shut down their engines due to
Since its early design days several years ago, the
the extreme temperatures. But we’re testing cold starting
Kenworth T680 has been involved in “remote” testing
and how systems function in bitter cold. We’ll let the
with Turner at the helm during much of it.
truck ‘soak’ 12 hours, then do an unassisted cold start.
“The drive up to Yellowknife really represents what
We’ll have a battery blanket and use No.1 diesel, but
many truckers face during the winter,” says Turner.
that’s it – no fuel line or oil pan heaters. We’re checking
“The day begins with cold starts in the morning. Then
how the Paccar MX-13 engine and supporting systems
there’s often snowstorms and ice buildup punctuated by
perform, and how coolant is circulating – which will also
occasional trips out of the rig to put on chains. When I’m
thaw out DEF.”
driving the T680, I take mental notes on how the truck
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JULY 2017
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•••

Does Turner pine for a “regular”
engineering desk job?

Jeff and his team run high altitude tests in the summer and winter at Eisenhower
Pass — elevation 11,155 feet.

The blistering heat near Death Valley — up to 120 degrees — and 8 percent
grades of Towne Pass make for perfect extreme heat testing.

While much of the work is done in the comfort of the truck
(yes, they check HVAC systems too), Turner and others still
have to get out in the cold. “Bone-chilling,” Turner says. “Most
of the time we’ll wear a face mask. If you don’t, the air will
just burn your lungs.”
While fighting the cold drains their energy, the aurora
borealis often renews it.
“It’s beautiful to see,” says Turner. “It’s one of the special
treats we get while visiting one of the coldest spots on earth.”

•••
More than 2,500 miles to the south, Death Valley is the yin to
the Northwest Territories yang. Hot. So hot that tourists often
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fry eggs on the sidewalk just to see if it can be
done. It can, but it’s discouraged. One segment
in the Valley where Turner and his engineers like
to run is from Stovepipe Wells to Towne Pass,
which features 8 percent grades and an elevation
gain of 4,950 feet.
“It’s a hard, aggressive climb to the top, with a
lot of shifting, and strains on the cooling system,
engine, transmission and components,” Turner
says. “This makes nearby Baker Grade seem
pedestrian. We’ll start out when temperatures are
close to 120 degrees, and at the top – some
17 miles later – it drops to 90 degrees.”
After grinding through the heat, Turner turns
his truck east and heads toward Colorado and
Eisenhower Tunnel, and other routes nearby.
They undergo high elevation testing starting at
Silverthorne – elevation 9,000 feet. From there
they ascend another 2,500 feet to the tunnel.
They’ll also go over to Loveland Pass, where
hazmat transporters must travel, since they can’t
go through the Eisenhower Tunnel. Elevation is
nearly 500 feet higher.
“We’re starving for oxygen at that elevation,”
says Turner. “And it’s a great test for the Paccar
MX-13 engine and turbo, and figuring out ways
to maximize engine performance. When you
have one-third less oxygen, it can decrease your
horsepower. We’ll also test the components
related to the engine and powertrain.”
The beauty of the Rockies is not lost on Turner.
“It is something,” he says. “On our off-hours
we’ll do some hiking to observation points.
Climbing stairs there versus here is a challenge
though. You get totally winded. Some of our guys
have even had mild altitude sickness – headaches.
From what the altitude and lack of air does to
our bodies, we can certainly appreciate how that
impacts the engine.”
Does Turner pine for a “regular” engineering
desk job?
“Nah, I get to do the best of both worlds,”
he says. “I’m half engineer and half trucker.
I get to see some special places and help our
company build trucks that can survive incredible
challenges. It doesn’t get much better.” LL
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TRUCK SHOWS

Dialed in
OOIDA Member Bill Rethwisch’s
winning recipe of creativity and hard
work deliver another SuperRigs title

O

OIDA Member Bill Rethwisch of Tomah, Wis.,
captured Best of Show honors with his 2016
Peterbilt 389 at the 35th Annual Shell Rotella
SuperRigs competition held May 18-20 at Exchange
Center at Expo Square in Tulsa, Okla. He was awarded
$10,000 from Shell Rotella and $5,000 from MAC Trailer.
Rethwisch also won for Best Interior and Best Engine.
“My heart was coming out of my chest; I didn’t think
we had it,” said Rethwisch who also took Best of Show in
2014 and 2015. “This is the third time in four years and
four times in the (SuperRigs) calendar out of four tries. I’m
ecstatic right now. I’m so proud I don’t even know which
way to think.”
J.R. Schleuger of Britt, Iowa, won Best of Show first
runner-up, with $4,000 from Shell Rotella and $3,000 from
MAC Trailer for his 1980 Kenworth W900. He also won
for Best Chrome. Kenneth Fisher of Muscoda, Wis., was
awarded Best of Show second runner-up, receiving $2,000
from Shell Rotella and $2,000 from MAC Trailer for his
1997 Peterbilt 379.
Weekend highlights included a Thursday concert by
trucker and country music artist Tony Justice and the light
show, which went on despite inclement weather on Friday
night. There was also a concert on Friday night, as well as
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Tim Gorman with MAC trailers, Bill Rethwisch, holding son Owen,
son Luke, wife Sayra, and Dave Waterman with Shell Rotella celebrate
Rethwisch’s SuperRigs Best of Show win with his 2016 Peterbilt 389
and Mueller refined fuel tanker (pictured above).

entertainment and events throughout the three-day event.
First-place winners also included Brad Garetson from
Lake Mills, Wis., in the Tractor-Trailer Division for his
2016 Peterbilt 389 and 2017 MAC flatbed Conestoga
trailer; Ray and Suzie Rodriquez of Salinas, Calif., in the
Tractor Division with a 1999 Peterbilt 379 extended hood;
and OOIDA Member Jayme and Whitney Snow from
Berryville, Ark., in the Classic Division with their 1999
Classic XL Freightliner. The Most Hard Working Trucker
award was presented to Hills Construction of Hempstead,
Texas, for their 2007 Freightliner Coronado.
Sam’s Club donated free one-year memberships to the
Best of Show winners, the first- and second-place Tractor/
Trailer, Tractor and Classic winners, the People’s Choice
winner and Most Hard Working Trucker.
The Shell Rotella SuperRigs competition is the premier
truck beauty contest for actively working trucks. Owneroperator truckers from across the United States and Canada
compete for cash and prizes valued at approximately
$25,000. Twelve drivers were also selected to have
their truck featured in the 2018 Shell Rotella SuperRigs
calendar. LL

Photos courtesy of Shell Rotella
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Complete 2017 Shell
Rotella SuperRigs results
Best of Show
$10,000 from Shell Rotella and
$5,000 from MAC Trailer
Place in the 2018 Rotella
SuperRigs Calendar
OOIDA Member Bill Rethwisch
Tomah, Wis.
2016 Peterbilt 389

Irving, Texas
2017 Peterbilt 389

Best of Show 1st Runner Up
$4,000 from Shell Rotella and
$3,000 from MAC Trailer
J.R. Schleuger
Britt, Iowa
1980 Kenworth W900A

$250 from Shell Rotella
Grant Alderman
Union Grove, Wis.
2008 Peterbilt 389

Best of Show 2nd Runner Up
$2,000 from Shell Rotella and
$2,000 from MAC Trailer
Kenneth Fisher
Muscoda, Wis.
1997 Peterbilt 379; 2015
Reitnouer
Working Truck Limited Mileage
$250 from Shell Rotella
Brandon Avant
Hampton, Ark.
2010 Peterbilt 379
$250 from Shell Rotella
Brady Quade
Pocahontas, Ill.
2016 Kenworth W900L
$250 from Shell Rotella
Sid Calangelo
Carthage, Mo.
2008 Kenworth W900; 2017
Great Dane dry van
Most Hard Working Trucker
$500 from Shell Rotella
Hills Construction
Hempstead, Texas
2007 Freightliner Coronado
People’s Choice
$250 from Shell Rotella
Grant Alderman
Union Grove, Wis.
2008 Peterbilt 389
Show Truck
$250 from Shell Rotella
OOIDA Member Jake
Lindamood

$250 from Shell Rotella
Dave Van Haitsma
Zeeland, Mich.
1995 Kenworth W900L; 2016
Utility 53’ dry van

Best Engine
OOIDA Member Bill Rethwisch
Tomah, Wis.
2016 Peterbilt 389
Best Lights
Justin Nodorft and Brian Pete
Mineral Point, Wis.
2015 Peterbilt 389 Glider; 2017
MAC tank
Best Chrome
J.R. Schleuger
Britt, Iowa
1980 Kenworth W900A

Circle No. 237 on Response Card

Best Theme
OOIDA Member Jake Robak
Rice, Minn.
2006 Peterbilt 379 Cottrel car
carrier
Best Interior
Bill Rethwisch
Tomah, Wis.
2016 Peterbilt 389
1st Place Tractor-Trailer
Division
$1,500 from Shell Rotella
Brad Garetson
Lake Mills, Wis.
2016 Peterbilt 389; 2017 MAC
flatbed Conestoga
2nd Place Tractor-Trailer
Division
$1,000 from Shell Rotella
Kiegan Nelson
Onalaska, Wis.
2013 Peterbilt 389; 2016
Reitenour Big Bubba curtainside
flatbed
Continued on Page 79
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VINTAGE TRUCKS

Trucking history
on display
Nearly 1,300 vintage trucks
gather for ATHS convention
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

F

or lovers of old trucks, Des Moines, Iowa, was the
place to be on Memorial Day weekend.
The 2017 American Truck Historical Society’s
National Convention was held at the Iowa State
Fairgrounds May 25-27.
Nearly 1,300 classic trucks were on display. ATHS
Executive Director Jim Poage said he believed it was the
largest collection of vintage trucks ever in one location.
“It shows the dedication that people have to the
trucking industry,” Poage said. “Some of these people
drove thousands of miles on their nickel just to show

A 1973 White Freightliner Drom from the Crouse Cartage Company.

ATHS Executive Director Jim Poage said
he believed it was the largest collection
of vintage trucks ever in one location.
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This 1930 Mack is equipped with a four-cylinder Cummins diesel engine.

A 1969 Kenworth W900

featured on the 1970s television shows B.J. and the Bear and
Movin’ On.
For Gabe Helman, a truck driver of 25 years from Ephrata,
Pa., seeing the 1980 Kenworth cabover from B.J. and the Bear
sent him back to his childhood. Greg Evigan, who played
trucker B.J. McKay on the TV series that aired on NBC from

Photos by Mark Schremmer

their trucks. It shows that the history of trucking is
embedded deep in the roots of American history.”
Appreciation for that history is what the ATHS is all
about.
“Our country would not be what it is today were it
not for these vintage trucks hauling goods across dirt
roads in America for Americans,” ATHS President
Dave Schroyer said in a news release. “The meticulous
restoration of these trucks, many of them one-of-a-kind,
is incredible. Plus, this show is unlike many others.
Here, you can get up close and personal with not only
the trucks but also the drivers and owners. I’ve seen
many of them help a youngster climb in the cab to get a
bird’s eye view.”
The ATHS convention featured an extensive collection
of Mack Trucks, including some from the early 1900s.
Among the other highlights was OOIDA Senior
Member Michael Gully’s collection of vintage
Freightliners, as well as plenty of classics from Peterbilt,
Kenworth, International, Western Star and more.
In addition, a couple of famous trucks were in
attendance.
OOIDA Life Member Craig Sagehorn and his son,
Paul Sagehorn, brought original trucks that were
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A 1916 International.

1979-81, signed autographs and took pictures with fans.
“When you watch TV as a kid and see a truck like this
on there, it’s those kinds of things that made you want to
be a truck driver,” Helman said. “Seeing the real truck
from the show gives me goosebumps. Now I get to meet
the star of the show? It’s just over the top.”
The Sagehorns also brought a 1974 Kenworth W925A,
which was used on Movin’ On, a TV series that ran for two
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OOIDA Life Member Dave Schroyer brought his 1948 Peterbilt.

seasons on NBC in the 1970s.
The ATHS national convention is held in a different
location each year. The 2018 show is slated for
May 31-June 2 at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington.
ATHS has about 20,000 members and is headquartered
in Kansas City, Mo. To learn more about the ATHS, visit
ATHS.org. LL
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TRUCK SHOWS

More truck shows up ahead, including
the Great American Trucking Show
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

he summer season has already churned out
numerous truck shows throughout the nation.
Several more are coming up, including one of the
more notable shows: the Great American Trucking
Show at the Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center
in Dallas on Aug. 24-26.

T

Events kick off on Aug. 24, with the Market
Movers panel. Last year, executives from several
transportation companies, including XPO, discussed
various aspects of the industry. Moderated by a
three-person panel, executives explored the topic of
e-commerce, including shipping behavior, automation,
and the “Uberization” of trucking.
As of press time, a list of speakers and topics for the
panel had not been released.
Events on Aug. 25, will be mostly business-related,
featuring Partners in Business, Trucking’s
Top Rookie and the Trucker Talent
Search.
With more than 500,000 square
feet of exhibitor space, GATS
registration is a steal at … free.
There is no charge for tickets that
are preordered online. Otherwise,
admission will be $10 at the gate.
This year, GATS has partnered up
with Truckers Against Trafficking,
TruckersFinalMile.org and the
St. Christopher Truckers Relief
Fund. GATS will donate $1 to one
of the charities for every trucker

who registers before Independence Day. Truckers
can choose which charity they want the dollar to go
toward.
Truckers will want to check out the Landstar Health
Pavilion Stage for an array of cooking demonstrations,
and health and fitness seminars. With topics ranging
from diabetes education to food addiction, GATS
attendees will take home some key health strategies
and advice from this pavilion stage.
Don’t forget to visit the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association at booth 21017.
For more information about GATS and to register
online, visit TruckShow.com.
Early August will feature the Carlisle Truck
Nationals Aug. 4-6 at Carlisle Fairgrounds in
Carlisle, Pa.
This event will
show off trucks of
all types, including
big rigs, Bigfoot,
mini trucks,
antiques, custom
vans and 4x4s.
Show promoters are expecting nearly 2,000 trucks to
roll up on the show field this year.
For a $12 daily pass on Friday or Saturday and $7
on Sunday, showgoers can watch competitions for
burnouts, low truck limbo, frame dragging and more.
An event pass for the weekend is $20. Kids 12 and
under are free.
Check out Facebook.com/TruckNationals for details.
The eighth annual Eau Claire Big Rig Truck
Show will take place Aug. 18-20 at the Northern
Wisconsin State Fairgrounds, which is a new location

because of the show’s growth. The fairgrounds are
approximately nine miles north of last year’s location.
This show has a little bit of everything:
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The truck show is free, but the Monster Truck Show requires
tickets. Go to EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com for more
details.
In September, the Guilty By Association Truck Show
will be joined by the Missouri World’s Largest Truck Convoy
for Special Olympics on Sept. 22-23 in Joplin, Mo., at the 4
State Trucks headquarters.

Congratulations to the winners
of the 2017/2018 OOIDA
Mary Johnston Scholarships!

Congratulations!

H Free admission to the truck show
H Monster Truck Show featuring six monster trucks
H Light Show Friday night and
Saturday evening
H Two free shuttles to move
people about the grounds
H Free van/shuttle pickup to
several Chippewa-area hotels
H Antique trucks from the American Truck Historical
Society
H Military and law enforcement vehicles
H Live music all weekend in the Leinie’s Pavilion from
various area bands
H Various food vendors
H Truck parade
H Two beer gardens

First place scholarship winner:

Kyle Klocke

Albertville, MN – $2,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Ralph Klocke

Sean Daniels

Mt. Pleasant, WI– $1,000
Son of member,
Rick Daniels

Madelyne Louise Jacks
Mooresville, IN – $1,000

Daughter of Senior member,
Jason Jacks
Hundreds of trucks
have participated in
the convoy in the past,
raising more than
$100,000 for Special
Olympics of Southwest
Missouri. GBATS will
need approximately
40 drivers to provide a “Ride in a Big Rig” for Special
Olympics athletes.
Other events at GBATS include Timber Works lumberjack
show, semi-truck and tractor pull, second annual swap meet,
big rig burnouts, convoy auction, and a concert by
Rich McCready.
For more information, visit ChromeShopMafia.com or call
417-624-2900. LL
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Lauren Elizabeth Hardin
Clinton, NC – $1,000

Daughter of Senior member,
David S. Hardin

Kailee Gibbons
Beloit, OH – $1,000
Daughter of member,
Donald J. Gibbons

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
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SHOOTINÕ THE BREEZE

The tale of the
Mad Manure
Bomber
OOIDA life member
known in Canada for
music, unique protest
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

T

he story of Cal Cavendish is a
thing of legend in the Canadian
province of Alberta.
In 1975, the country and folk singer
grew so frustrated by the lack of
money he was making from his music
career that he decided to take it out on
the city of Calgary.
A pilot, Cavendish loaded
100 records of his latest single,
“Government Inspected,” and 100
pounds of cow manure into his
single-engine plane. Cavendish then
proceeded to open the door and dump
the records and manure along Ninth
Avenue.
“I developed a burr under my
saddle,” Cavendish said. “All I wanted
to do was be successful, but I kept
getting rejected. I was angry.
“I flew over the main drag, held the
door open with my foot, and I just let
the bag go. It was my protest flight for
the starving musician.”
After the incident, Cavendish said
he turned himself over to authorities.
He was fined $4,000, and he wasn’t
allowed to get a pilot’s license for
many years.
But more than four decades
later, Cavendish’s story lives on.
Dubbed the “Mad Manure Bomber,”
Cavendish’s tale was turned into a
musical, “Buzz Job! The True Story of
Cal Cavendish,” which was performed
at Calgary’s International Festival
of the Arts in 2010. In a summary
58 LAND LINE

Cal Cavendish, an OOIDA life member and musician who is known in Canada for his protest flight of
1975, recently released a greatest hits album.

of the play by David Van Belle,
Cavendish’s protest was deemed “the
greatest publicity stunt in the history
of Calgary.”
Several Canadian news outlets had
Cavendish recount the events in 2015.
Now retired, the OOIDA life
member, who paid the bills by driving
more than 3 million miles as a truck
driver, is still making music.
“I can’t stop making music,”
he said. “I really feel like I have
something to offer the world.”
Cavendish cut his first album,
Mountain Road, in 1969. Since then,
he has released such albums as Into
the Mountains, Live at the Jubilee,
High White Clouds, Fire Fightin’
Volunteers, Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
The Prairies Sing, Cavendish Country,
and Rough Around the Edges.
His latest offering is The Mobile
Philosopher: Greatest Hits of Cal
Cavendish. The album cover features
artwork of a small plane flying over

the Calgary skyline.
The album is featured on 100 Years
Music Stable, a website for a group
of musicians and bands that record
professional music.
Some of the songs on his greatest
hits album include “Here Comes the
Home Team,” which he said has been
used at Calgary Flames home games,
as well as “Minimum Wage,” and
“U-Haul Trailer,” which he said was
used as a radio commercial. And, of
course, “Government Inspected” is
featured.
Cavendish also wrote several
highway and trucking songs, including
“Sammy the Sand Truck,” “Driven
On,” “Mountain Road,” “I’ll Sing a
Highway Song,” and “Rig Pig.”
“That’s how I used to humor myself
in the cab of my truck,” he said. “I’d
sit down and write songs.”
Songs, such as “What Do Ya
Think,” show Cavendish’s rebellious
side by questioning the Canadian
JULY 2017

government.
I’m tired of politicians telling lies and
getting fat
I’ll raise my seat to that
Nobody wants to take the blame, they
all just came and sat
I’ll raise my seat to that
“Sammy the Sand Truck,” displays
Cavendish’s cute and clever side.
Way up in the Northland, where the
freezing winters blow
There is someone special, that I want
you all to know
Folks take him for granted; he’s not
much for you to see
But when the roads get icy, he works
for you and me
My name is Sammy the Sand Truck
And I have such a big job to do
I spread sand and salt all over the
highway
To make winter driving safer for you
Cavendish also wrote songs for such
Nashville recording artists as The Glaser
Brothers and George Hamilton IV.
Despite Cavendish’s best efforts,
however, he never got rich from his
music.
“I should have been smarter and put
more money away, but there were boats,
girls and airplanes,” Cavendish said. “I
didn’t save a damn dime.”
But such songs as “Old Fool” prove
that the 76-year-old hasn’t lost his love
for writing tunes and performing music.
There are definitely good things about
growing old
Being an old fool ain’t so bad
Sometimes my wife rolls her eyes
Sometimes it makes her mad
My flirting is kind of harmless
It makes the day go by
I guess I’m just an old fool with a
twinkle in my eye
100 Years Music Stable plans to release
Cavendish’s entire discography on
iTunes. His music can also be found at
CalCavendish.com. LL
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Woman’s ‘bucket
list’ fulfilled by
riding in big rig
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Alice Gannon, an 85-year-old from
Pennsylvania, still needed to check
one more item off of her “bucket list.”
Saying she’s always been fascinated
with big trucks, Gannon wanted to
take a trip in an 18-wheeler.

“It was interesting to
see what it was like in
the cab. I loved being
up there.”

Thanks to OOIDA Life Member
Chuck Paar, Gannon’s list is now
complete.
In mid-May, Paar took Gannon
with him on a short run from their
OOIDA Life Member Chuck Paar helped 85-year-old Alice Gannon check off an item on her bucket
hometown of Mount Jewett, Pa., to
list by giving her a ride in a tractor-trailer.
Buffalo, N.Y., and back.
“I had a really good time, and I’m
glad I got to go,” said Gannon, a
Paar said. “We talked the whole way there and the
retired nurse. “I got my ride in a semi. All my friends
whole way back.”
laugh when I tell them that was on my bucket list.”
Gannon said she was impressed by the massiveness
Paar and Gannon attend the same church, and he
of the tractor.
overheard her daughter talking about the “bucket list”
“It was just interesting to see all the dials and how
request.
massive the truck was,” she said. “It was interesting to
“I started talking to Alice, and I told her that I’d love
see what it was like in the cab. I loved being up there.”
to give her a ride,” Paar said.
Gannon even received a little bit of fame from the
The two made it a leisurely afternoon of the typical
venture. Paar told Sirius XM radio personality “Phlash”
two-hour trip each way, leaving Mount Jewett at 10
Phelps from the ’60s on 6 Channel about the trip.
a.m. and not returning until 5 p.m. She even got the full
“The phone rings, and he said it was for me,” Gannon
truck driver experience as they stopped to eat at Jim’s
said. “I had no idea what was going on. He told me it
Truck Plaza in Cheektowaga, N.Y.
was DJ Phlash and he was recording me. A little bit
“She’s very sharp and not at all shy and reserved,”
later, it was on the radio. That was fun.”
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Submitted photos

Ð Alice Gannon

Gannon is also an avid NASCAR fan as she’s attended more than 30 races.

The fun will continue for Gannon as her next
adventure was a trip to Charlotte, N.C., for the
NASCAR Coca-Cola 600 on Sunday, May 28, at the
Charlotte Motor Speedway. Gannon said she became an
avid NASCAR fan in 2003, and it was her fourth trip to
Charlotte and her 33rd NASCAR race overall.
“I love the noise,” she said. “Some people wear
earplugs. I just don’t get it. They’re missing out on the
fun.”
Last year, 91-year-old Louise Spencer realized her
dream by driving a big rig for the first time. Tom
Gierok, an OOIDA member from Minnesota, helped her
achieve that “bucket list” item.
However, Gannon said she doesn’t have any interest
in trying to drive a tractor-trailer.
“I have no interest at all of driving one,” she said. “I
just like being the rider.” LL
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“This card works for you.”
Your OOIDA membership card gives you more than
90 discounts, rebates and more.
OOIDA Life Member Irvin Zimmerman
of Fortuna, Mo., makes the most of his
membership card. He has taken advantage
of discounts from Michelin, 4 State Trucks
and Open Road Drivers Plan.
Call 800-444-5791 to find out how your
card can save you money.

NEW

DISCOUNT

The Truckers Advantage fuel
card offers OOIDA members
everyday fuel rebates,
including a 10-centper-gallon discount
from Pilot Flying J.

Flitz International offers OOIDA members 15% off and
free shipping on all orders placed on their website. Flitz
specializes in products that clean, polish and protect metal,
paint, plastic, fiberglass and more.

PACCAR ITD offers
OOIDA members a
10% discount on
a wireless PACLink
device. PACLink allows you to view diagnostic trouble
codes (all J1939 codes) on your Bluetooth-enabled
Android device for Class 5-8 trucks, 2004 and forward.

TheBigRigMattress.com offers OOIDA members a $35
discount on high-quality truck mattresses. The mattresses
feature individually pocketed springs ensuring comfort and
durability on the road.

GiraffeG4 offers
OOIDA members
a $15 mail-in
rebate in addition
to a 5% discount on an in-cab, driver-programmable
low-clearance collision-avoidance system. The system
uses the latest in waterproof sound technology to measure
overhead hazards up to 20 feet, giving the driver the
opportunity to back out and choose another route before
damage to the trailer occurs.

TruckersHelper offers OOIDA
members a 10% discount on
its range of trucking business
software. A variety of versions
are available to meet the speciﬁc
needs of company drivers, owner-operators and small ﬂeets.
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Special pricing on parts and service
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4 State Trucks offers OOIDA
members special pricing
on all new parts. In addition,
the 12-month Road Boss
membership is available to
members at less than half
the standard price.
With Road Boss, members receive:
• Free parcel shipping
• Cash back on every purchase
• 33% off on all Chrome Shop Maﬁa logo merchandise
and more

Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits

Yellow Rack
Zephyr

Services
Ace Registration
Clean Slate Tax
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
MyMilesMatter
National Truck
Parts & Equipment
Protection
Balance Masters
Open Road Drivers Plan
Bison Grille Guards
Phoenix Sleep
Brunner Fabrication
Solutions
Centramatic
PrePass
CSTK (Thermo King)
RTS Credit Services
Dipetane
Silver Tax Group
Donvel
Sleep Solutions
Dura-Lite
4 Truckers
Morgan Manufacturing
Tax Defense Network
Mytee Products
Taxation Solutions
Tarpstop
Team CME
TruckClaws
Todd Knapp CPA, PC
TruckDog
TTN Fleet Solutions
Verduyn Tarps

RigMaster Power offers
OOIDA members a $300
rebate on all APU models.
In addition to reduced truck
fuel and operating costs,
RigMaster APUs also provide
110V house-current, a
60-amp (170-amp for LG
models) DC alternator to charge your truck’s batteries,
and an automatic climate control system with convenient
controls in the cab.

OOIDA
With OOIDA’s new Compliance
Connection you can manage aspects
of your business’s safety and compliance records
online, including driver DQ files, drug & alcohol
testing records, maintenance records and more.
Call OOIDA Business Services to find out how you
can enroll.

Join OOIDA today, call 800-444-5791
JULY 2017
2017
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Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Semi Systems
Truckerdox
TruckerSphere
TruckTrack

Tires
Bauer Built
Goodyear
Michelin
Octagon
Purcell Tire &
Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental
Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
La Quinta

Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Wyndham

Truck & Trailer
American Trailer
& Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
International Used Truck
Center
Kenworth
PACCAR Financial Used
Trucks
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks
Western Star

Safe Driving Award
Recipients
Member
Years
Jeremy Osburn ........................................ 5
Timothy Ray Wheeler................................ 7
Wayne H. McMullen ................................. 8
Ramon Rosado ..................................... 12
Gerald R. Mattingly ................................ 15
Gerald J. McCarty .................................. 17
Gabriel Michael ...................................... 17
Melvin R. McKenzie................................ 18
Russell S. Thompson ............................. 18
Johnny Turvaville .................................... 19
Michael I. MacPherson .......................... 21
Lawrence L. Gerhart ............................... 22
Jeffrey Lockard ....................................... 25
George W. Pierce Jr................................ 25
Michael L. Williams ................................ 27
Roy E. Harris .......................................... 28
Jon D. Osburn ....................................... 29
Steven A. Davenport............................... 30
Julio Andrades ....................................... 31
Stuart E. Hochfelder ............................... 39
Samuel R. Bowen Jr. .............................. 40
Gerald S. Northam ................................. 41
Steen Gronlund ...................................... 47
Wayne H. Baker ..................................... 59

WESTERN STAR
4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
haulme LLC
Mission Financial
Services
MyLumper Corp.

123LoadBoard.com
Aircell Intake Spacers
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication
CAG Truck Capital
Capital Solutions Inc.
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Detroit Radiator
Dura-Lite Heat Transfer Products
First Choice Logistics Inc.
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
LS Nexus
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Missouri Movers Assoc. (MMA)
Neal Freeman Investments
Orange Commercial Credit
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
Polarstorm
RTS Financial Service
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Tech Atlantis Inc.
Think Trade, Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Towaway Express Inc.
Transport Training of America
Trucker Therapy
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Truckers Home Ofﬁce
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors
Zephyr Sales Co. Inc.

SUPPORTERS

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Fleet Electronics
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

American Truck
Historical Society
Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot &
OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

SILVER LEVEL

Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

OOIDA
Corporate Supporters
GOLD LEVEL

More discounts!

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call OOIDA’s Membership
Department at 800-444-5791 for details on these offers.

Sponsored by
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With more drivers opting to use
paperless logs, the protections
against warrantless searches will
get tricky when you hand over your
gadget during an inspection.
By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

Y

our iPhone or smartphone can be your
friend. But where law enforcement is
concerned, it may not be so friendly –
especially if you use it as your electronic
logging device.
Let’s say you have an ELD, one of
the thrifty ones, a mobile phone app.
You pull into a weigh station and an
officer asks for your logs.
What do you do? Do you invite him
into the truck to look at your phone in
its dash mount? Or do you simply hand
it to him with your log page showing on
the screen?
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If you hand your phone to the officer, you may be
handing him or her an outline of your life and lots
of detail too. That officer could be holding all your
contacts, your emails, a trove of photographs, your social
media posts, your calendar, and whatever
else you might store in that phone’s
memory.
Now let’s say the officer takes
your phone with him into the scale
house, and when he comes out he
tells you to pull off to the side. The
local police are on the way. Seems he
saw something on your phone that
indicated you may have been
involved in a crime.
Maybe it’s an email that
says “deliver that stolen
load to 30 Warehouse Way
by 7 p.m.” Maybe it’s a
photo of a bullet-riddled
body. Maybe it’s a text
from your wife saying:
“Sorry. I had no cash for
coffee so I held up the
7-Eleven.”
Maybe the stolen load
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What could happen
when you give your
phone to an officer?

reference is a broker’s idea of a joke. Maybe that crimescene photo is actually a movie still. Maybe the message
from your wife is family code for “bring home a quart of
half-and-half.”
Or maybe not.
What happens now? What are your rights? Do you even
have any rights? The short answer is, well, there is no
short answer.
According to a U.S. Supreme Court decision in 2014,
police cannot search your mobile phone without a
warrant. That decision cites the Fourth Amendment to the
Constitution, which affirms “the right of the people to be
secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects against
unreasonable searches and seizures.”
Sounds pretty
straightforward, but it
gets complicated.
“It’s really
a question of
expectation of
privacy,” said
Professor Donald
Tibbs of the Drexel
University Kline
School of Law
in Philadelphia,
Pa. Tibbs is a
constitutional scholar.
“When you hand
an officer your phone, that expectation of privacy changes
because you’ve basically given them access to something
they may not have a clear legal right to. Police may not
have free rein to go through the phone, but they may
inadvertently see something you don’t have closed off or
protected,” Tibbs said.
That might be something running behind your log
app – maybe a text or a photo, he said. It could be an
instant message that simply pops up on your screen.
That’s when something called the plain view doctrine
comes into play.
“If an officer walks into your home with a warrant to
search for drugs, but they see an illegal gun on the table,
you can be prosecuted for illegal gun possession even
if the search for drugs turns up nothing. That’s because
the gun was in plain view during a legal search,” Tibbs
explained.
If police find the gun in a dresser drawer, though, it is
not in plain view and you cannot be prosecuted, Tibbs
noted. The same idea applies to mobile phones.
In one example, an officer may deliberately check to
see what else might be running on your phone besides the

If police find the gun
in a dresser drawer,
though, it is not in
plain view and you
cannot be prosecuted.
The same idea applies
to mobile phones.

Continued on Page 66
JULY 2017

LAND LINE 65

GIZMOS & GEARS

What an expert can find
on your mobile phone
Giovanni Masucci is an expert at retrieving information from
computers, laptops, tablets, and smartphones. Masucci often
appears as an expert witness in both criminal and civil cases.
He is president of National Digital Forensics Inc., based in
Raleigh, N.C.
“When I’m looking forensically at a mobile device, I can see if
the phone was powered off. I can see what areas of the phone
were accessed by looking at underlying metadata,” Masucci
said.
Metadata is described as data about other data. On a mobile
phone, for example, a text message would be data. The time
and length of that text as recorded by the device would be
metadata.
“When I get involved with a tractor-trailer accident, I’m
looking at all sorts of data, to see if somebody was texting or
on the internet while driving. I can see if they’ve deleted traces
of where they’ve been. Potentially any data that’s been on that
phone or any app that’s been accessed, we can recover that.
It’s not 100 percent. We can never guarantee that, but we can
see when people delete apps or delete instant messages or
texts. It’s amazing what you can pull off the phone,” he said.
Sometimes Masucci finds things that have nothing to do with
the case at hand, but require him to notify police. Sometimes
a civil case becomes a criminal matter – possession of child
pornography, for instance.
“I’ve had civil cases like that, say, divorces, intellectual
property theft, employment issues,” he said. “And now I find all
this stuff and I have to call in law enforcement.”
Child porn isn’t all that he finds. Sometimes it’s information
the phone’s owner shouldn’t have. One case Masucci cited
involved intellectual property theft, data downloaded from a
company.
“And they have also taken information that is PII (personally
identifiable information) or medical information. So now
we’ve got bigger issues because now we have a breach of
data protected by HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act). It can become criminal at that point. That’s
not uncommon,” Masucci said. LL
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A trucker for 10 years and trucking journalist
for more than 15 years, John Bendel’s
biggest inspiration still comes from his
readers.
For his series in Land Line, he wants to
know what kind of technology has become
part of your job. Love it, hate it, how does it
work for you? Email John at John_Bendel@
LandLineMag.com.
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log app, but this won’t work against you. In another
example, the officer might accidentally close the log
app and see something else, something incriminating,
on the screen, and that could be trouble.
“There’s a big difference. One is not authorized
and anything found cannot be used against you. The
other constitutes accidentally seeing evidence or
contraband during a search that is constitutionally
permissible – the plain view doctrine. That can be
used against you,” Tibbs explained.
The problem, of course, is determining what is
accidental and what isn’t, especially when the officer
and the phone are out of your view. It’s very easy
– especially for clumsy people – to push the wrong
button.
Tibb’s advice: “Your drivers might want to keep
two cellphones.”
One would only run the log app; the other
would be your personal phone with your personal
information.
“That way your expectation of privacy is protected
because there’s no constitutional basis for officers to
ask for your private phone. The phone you hand them
only has logs on it. There is nothing else for them to
find,” he said.
Tibbs cautioned that if your constitutional rights are
violated in an illegal phone search, information found
cannot be used against you. However, that does not
apply to information on your phone about others.
Remember that example of your wife’s text about
robbing the 7 Eleven? According to Tibbs, that text
could be used as evidence against her.
“Even if they violate your constitutional rights
and find information about her, she has no challenge
under the Fourth Amendment. She would be totally
exposed to police investigation,” Tibbs said.
“Your wife would have no standing to bring
a lawsuit against the government or to raise a
constitutional challenge,” Tibbs explained. “If
information that was found about her came through
another party, that party may have constitutional
protection, but she doesn’t.” LL
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OOIDA to Ontario MTO: ‘Support CB exemption’
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association recently sent a
clear message about the usefulness of
CB radios to Ontario regulators who
are considering whether or not to ban
the use of the devices by truckers in
the province.
CB radios improve highway safety,
not jeopardize it.
“Two-way radios provide
numerous benefits to truckers
without compromising their safety
or the safety of the traveling public,”
OOIDA Executive Vice President
Todd Spencer wrote in the comments
to MTO. “While new technologies
might reduce the need for a two-way
radio, they are by no means obsolete.
Fundamentally, for many truckers
they are a critical safety tool that has
numerous real-world applications.”

Ontario’s Ministry of Transportation
is asking truckers to weigh in
on whether or not to continue an
exemption for CB radios to the
province’s distracted driving law.
A five-year exemption for CBs is
set to expire on Jan. 1, 2018. The
Ministry of Transportation is asking
for comments on whether or not to
extend the exemption for an additional
seven years; to make the exemption
permanent; or to allow the exemption
to expire, making it illegal for all but
law enforcement to use hand-held
radio devices. The deadline for filing
comments was June 15.
According to collision data provided
by MTO, approximately 17 percent
of large truck drivers involved in fatal
and injury collisions were coded as
“inattentive” between 2010 and 2014.
The Ministry says that inattentive
driving can include a variety of

activities that may divert a driver’s
attention from the road, such as eating,
grooming, changing radio stations, and
talking on a phone or a two-way radio.
Roughly the same percentage of lightduty vehicles in fatal or injury crashes
were coded as inattentive during the
same time period.
A spokesman for the MTO has
previously told Land Line that the
initial exemption was granted on Jan.
1, 2013.
OOIDA’s comments point out
that two-way radios allow truckers
to communicate in advance about
approaching weather events and road
conditions, as well as identify and
locate available truck parking.
“There is no existing hands-free
technology that we are aware of
that would eliminate or replace the
usefulness of a two-way radio,”
Spencer wrote. LL
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TRUCKING ESSENTIALS

Bolstering

brakes

Diligence the key to maintaining one
of your most critical safety components

By Land Line staff

I

t’s pretty easy to take for granted that your brakes are
going to work when you tap on them. Really, in the
absence of a hard-braking event, you probably don’t
think much about it.
It’s really kind of amazing to think about what braking
technology does achieve. From the second your foot
touches the brake, the seamless execution of your braking
system stops an 80,000 pound truck going 60 mph in less
than the length of a football ﬁeld. Granted that is one of
those “hard braking events” that makes your heart pound.
But brakes can do it.
A lot goes on when you hit the brakes. And your brakes
execute over and over and over again, in all sorts of
conditions. High heat, frigid cold. Rain, sleet and snow.
Grime and debris.
Simple routine maintenance of your braking system can
extend the life and prevent catastrophic problems on down
the road. Spending some time closely inspecting your
braking system can help you ﬁnd problems early – when
they are easier, and hopefully cheaper, to ﬁx.
And the pre-trip inspection is just a part of that. In fact,
the brake experts at Bendix stress a two-level approach.
On one level is the pre-trip visual inspection: Professional
drivers never get behind the wheel without a walkaround look for loose hoses, damaged or dangling brake
components like air chambers and pushrods, and similar
obvious problems. If a vehicle is equipped with an active
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safety system that includes a forward-facing radar unit
or camera, these components need to be kept clear of
obstructions like snow, ice and road debris.
The second level is preventive maintenance – the
regularly scheduled, bumper-to-bumper review of a vehicle.
Where the air brakes are concerned, in-the-shop inspections
should include conducting a 90 to 100 psi brake application
and listening for leaks; examining friction for minimum
thickness and good condition; checking rotors or drums for
signs of dragging brakes or friction issues; and measuring
the chamber stroke at each wheel-end to make sure the
brakes are in proper adjustment. Violations in any of these
categories can lead to ﬁnes or being placed out-of-service
under CVSA guidelines.
Bendix offers these fast ﬁve tips for remedying common
brake problems.
■ What to do with an out-of-adjustment brake stroke.
Wheel-ends beyond the maximum allowable brake
stroke are considered out of adjustment, and drivers
can incur ﬁnes if 25 percent of a truck’s wheel-ends are
out of adjustment. The most crucial advice for ﬂeets
and drivers operating vehicles with automatic slack
adjusters is not to manually adjust the ASA if the brake
is beyond the stroke limit. Several factors can cause a
brake stroke to exceed the maximum allowable value,
including improper lubrication of the camshaft, cam
tube and clevis pins; or excessive wear of the cam
head, bushings and rollers. None of these are ﬁxed by
manual readjustment of an automatic slack adjuster.
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Simple routine maintenance of your
braking system can extend the life
and prevent catastrophic problems
down the road.

n How to keep the air system clean. Contamination
– and oil, in particular – can contribute to premature
damage of key components such as brake modulating
valves and brake chamber diaphragms. And oildeteriorated seals can cause air system leaks, which
are a target of Operation Airbrake inspections. Monthly
checks for moisture in the air brake system, along with
installation and regular replacement of oil-coalescing air
dryer cartridges will help ensure proper operation of the
air brake system.
n How to read and address fault codes. A commercial
vehicle’s dashboard ABS (Anti-lock Braking System)
warning lamp conveys information on problems with
the ABS system, such as wheel speed sensors, while
the traction control/stability control lamp provides
information regarding the traction control and stability
systems (if the vehicle is equipped with these systems).
The blinking light fault codes for both systems are
accessed using the dashboard diagnostic switch
or a remote diagnostic unit. By referring to the fault
code information in the service data sheet, a driver
or technician can pinpoint and repair specific sensor
issues.

Circle No. 86 on Response Card

n How to conduct effective visual inspections. Pre-trip
inspections are the first level of vehicle maintenance and
are essential to brake system safety and performance.
Drivers should walk around the vehicle and look for
obvious problems such as loose hoses and leaks, and
check air disc brake rotors for cracks. For drum brakes
without dust shields installed, this is a good opportunity
to check the lining wear, which can be done without
removing the wheel. It’s not necessary to get under the
vehicle before every trip; once or twice a week should
suffice.
n The condition and quality of brake friction. Inspect
brake linings for thickness, cracks, and wear, all of which
affect stopping power and CSA scores.

One last bit of motivation – beyond the whole making-sureyour-truck-stops thing – in maintaining your brakes: CVSA
Operation Airbrake Program will have one unannounced
“surprise” inspection and one on Sept. 7.
So there’s no time like the present to get some good brake
maintenance habits going. LL
Circle No. 155 on Response Card
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What’s everyone’s
favorite color?
Y

ou guessed it, “Color of Money!” Kary Bryce,
owner of Louisiana-based Preferred Materials Inc. is
the proud poppa of this 2007 Peterbilt 379. This Legacy
Series truck is No. 995 of 1,000 and was one of the
last Petes that featured metallic chassis paint from the
factory. Of course, it has a big 550 horsepower Cat, an
18-speed transmission, and all the bells and whistles.
Kary didn’t let us get too exotic with this renovation.
It was important to him that the truck maintained its
classic look. Kary stated: “A Peterbilt needs to look like
a Peterbilt! If a fella starts getting too radical with the
accessorizing, you will quickly start looking like a newage hot rod. Since the ‘Color of Money’ is a Legacy
truck, I wanted to keep it pretty traditional, simple and
cool.”
He wanted to keep the same base paint color and
stripe design that the truck featured in 2007. To
complement the design further, we also painted the
visors, fuel tanks, cab and sleeper panels, frame covers,
rear fenders and sleeper shock cover for added appeal.
Seven-inch stacks,
bullet cab lights, a
rear T-bar bumper,
and a flashy
chrome bumper
with the ol’ school
bed rail under it
rounded out the
exterior in a big
way!
Moving to
the interior, we
dropped in new
Bostrom Wide
Ride 2 seats, then
painted the dash,
Strapless air cleaners and clear LEDs offer a
smooth look.
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This 2007 Peterbilt is Legacy No. 995 of 1000.

Nothing says “class” more than a drop sun visor and bullet cab lights.

Painted-to-match fenders, rear bumper, rear visor and frame offer a
custom theme.
JULY 2017

The interior touches would make any driver smile.

Bracketless fenders with complimentary paint striping finish off the rear.

door panels and floorboards to match the exterior. We
went with an ivory retro steering wheel, an ivory custom
shift knob to match … Wow! The interior looks as hot as
the exterior.
Kary and his crew have been longtime loyal customers
of 4 State Trucks and CSM, and they are frequent flyers
here at our place. These fantastic folks quite often have a
truck or trailer in the shop getting tricked out.
Look out for “Color of Money” in Joplin, Mo., at

GBATS! The Guilty by Association Truck Show is this
Sept. 22-23. LL
Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo. They
have been entrenched in trucking for three
generations and have but one focus: To serve
America’s truckers and assist in keeping them
“looking good and rolling proud” as they travel
the highways.
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MAINTENANCEQ&A
Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Vibration, downspeeding and thermostats

Q

Since many of you have written with essentially
the same question, allow me to summarize them
all into one:
I have a (year, make, model) with extra-heavy-duty
brakes for shorter stopping distances. After my last
brake job, I developed a vibration in my steer axle when
I brake. What can I do about it?

A

This is a common problem brought about by
the increased mass of newer, heavier drums.
Corrosion may also affect it. It was discussed at the
recent TMC meeting. Also, Meritor issued a technical
bulletin on steer axle braking vibration.
As a result of being larger (16 1/2 inches vs 15 inches),
drums and brake components are all heavier to take
the increased stopping torque. Brakes work by creating
friction that changes the kinetic energy of the truck’s
motion into heat energy. The quicker you slow or stop,
the more heat is generated. The heat is absorbed into the
brake drums and then dissipated to air passing over the
drums. With more heat, you need more mass to absorb it,
and more area to release it.

Downspeeding is a good idea,
but not in the aftermarket.
More mass (weight) and larger size makes the balance
of the total wheel end assembly (everything outboard of
the spindle) a contributor to the situation. According to
the Meritor technical bulletin, the three main components
of the total indicator reading (TIR) – the measure of
runout determined by a dial indicator – should not exceed
0.015 inches. Those components are drum runout or
out-of-roundness, hub-to drum mating surfaces, and
wheel bearing end play. According to TMC RP618, end
play should be between 0.001 of an inch and 0.005 of
an inch – although in recent years systems to achieve
measurable and repeatable pre-load have been announced
by suppliers Dr. Preload and Rather Engineering. But I
digress.
Since you are having vibration, we can assume that
TIR is greater than 0.015 of an inch, although it is a good
idea to measure as each measurement taken individually
can reveal problems in other areas. You should find the
72 LAND LINE

source of the runout. Disassemble both wheel ends and
repair or replace any components in need.
Measure brake drum diameters. Both drums on any
axle should be within 0.025 of an inch of each other.
Using a caliper, make sure wear on the drum’s friction
surface is under 0.08 of an inch. This allows for wear
during the current service interval.
Verify that both drums weigh the same when new and
that the original drum weight is adequate to handle the
heat generated in the current application.
Remember, brake fade is caused by excessive heat,
causing resins in the brake shoes to gasify, breaking
contact between the friction-generating surfaces and
reducing the conversion of motion to heat.

Q

I’ve been reading a lot about downspeeding
engines (operating at lower engine rpm to
save fuel), and I’d like to try it. My truck is a 2015
International with a 450 horsepower Cummins ISX15.
It has an Eaton 13-speed overdrive and a 3.36 rear end.
It’s geared for 1,350 at 65 mph. I can get a Meritor
2.73 tandem pretty cheap from a friend’s wrecked truck.
The front was mangled when a four-wheeler stopped in
front of him, but his drives were OK.
What do you think of making the switch?

A

My first thought was to see how the numbers
work out: 2.73 is about 82 percent of 3.36, so
you’ll be dropping rpm at cruise about 18 percent.
You’ll be running 1,096 rpm at 65. Your engine is rated
for peak torque at 1,200 rpm, so you’ll be operating
100 rpm below engine rated speed. While you may be
able to cruise on a level road at less than 1,100 rpm,
you’ll have problems getting there and even minor grades
will be difficult.
Downspeeding is a good idea, but not in the
aftermarket. For every 100 rpm that engine speed is
reduced, there is an average 1 percent gain in fuel
economy, but to make those 100 rpm increments work,
they must be part of an integrated system. That involves
more than just changing the drive axle ratios. Every
phase of the drivetrain is involved, from air induction to
fuel injection, transmission ratios and shift points, drive
shaft design and construction and, of course, rear-end
ratios. The changes are so great that Cummins changed
JULY 2017

their engine designations from “ISX” to just “X” to
differentiate the newest models.
In order to get torque to peak at 1,000 rpm or, as
is predicted for future engines, 900 or even 800,
injectors must be redesigned and timing must be
altered, requiring re-engineered electronic controls.
Higher torque must be created for each revolution,
resulting in higher loads on each component per
revolution. Everything, from oil pump driveshafts to
inter-axle driveshafts, must be beefier to take these
greater loads. And, for optimum results, shifting
should be computer controlled using an automated
manual transmission engineered and programmed for
that specific truck and operation.
I applaud your desire to downspeed, but doing it
without integrating all the parts will result in a truck
that will be virtually undrivable. Best save it for your
next truck.

Q

I read that diesels operate more efficiently
when they’re warmer. Should I get a
replacement thermostat that opens at a higher
temperature?

A

At too low a temperature, combustion will
be inefficient, but go too high and the engine
will wear out more quickly. Consult your owner’s
manual and get the thermostat recommended by
the engine maker. It’s the result of a great deal of
research and testing. LL
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Hiring Owner Operators
and Drivers

• 76% of 100%
• 100% of Fuel Surcharge
• Flatbed experience required

DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.

10967 St. Rt. 128
Harrison, OH 45030

513-476-7032
Circle No. 150 on Response Card
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EQUIPMENT NEWS

Daimler takes testing to
new High Desert ground

By Suzanne Stempinski,
contributing field editor

oncepts and designs on paper
are one thing. Seeing them
through to a finished product where
you can feel it and touch it is
another.
With the opening of the Daimler
Trucks North America’s High
Desert Proving Grounds in Madras,
Ore., in mid-May, engineers will
be able to test and touch their
creations a lot quicker. The facility
is located about three hours from
Daimler’s Portland, Ore., North
American headquarters.
“It’s great to have a state-of-theart testing facility close by. We can
do everything we want – it’s an
engineering dream, a huge benefit.
You can touch and feel it. Not
just theory,” Wilfried Achenbach,
Daimler senior vice president of
engineering and technology told
select media at the grand opening.

Out and about, taking the test track on its own test drive.

C
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The proximity to the engineering
team in Portland and variable
climate options were vital pieces
of the location selection. The
route from Portland to Madras
also provides vehicles real-world
validation by including portions

on the interstate, rural roads, and
mountainous terrain through the
Mount Hood pass.
The facility is an $18.7 million
investment by Daimler Trucks
North America. Construction took
13 months from start to finish.

Photos by Suzanne Stempinski

A birdÕs-eye view of the High Desert Proving Grounds.
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The facility will host Daimler testing
100 percent of the time.
The 87-acre facility is critical
for assurance of reliability,
durability and fuel efficiency for
Freightliner, Western Star, Thomas
Built Buses and Freightliner
Custom Chassis vehicles.
Roger Nielsen, Daimler’s new
president and CEO, said that
making the investment into the
proving ground will make Daimler
a more dominant player in the
testing of commercial vehicles.
Achenbach echoed Nielsen’s
claims that the new proving
ground is a strategic move in the
competitive truck building market.
“Together with our full-scale
wind tunnel and other state-ofthe-art engineering test facilities
in Portland, the proving grounds
will help us stay ahead of the
competition,” he said.
The facility will host Daimler
testing 100 percent of the time and
will not be offered to other OEMs.
The test track is 3.5 miles
long and is structured in a way
to replicate most road surfaces
around the world. It represents
everything from the smoothest
road around to some of the
roughest terrain. The engineering
into the actual test track allows

the engineers to simulate a
typical vehicle’s full service life
in approximately six months. In
other words, each mile on the
track is the equivalent to 200
miles on the road. So, 6,000 miles
on the track replicates 1.2 million
miles on the road.
A ride and drive opportunity
put me in the truck with Nielsen,
who was delighted to take me
for a bone-jarring ride in a new
Cascadia. From smooth and easy
to “thank God I’m wearing my
seat belt,” we did a couple of laps
around the course. With a variety
of tough surfaces interspersed
with straightaways and banked
turns, it was a great opportunity to
showcase both the truck and the
track.
Their state-of-the art facility,
including 14 bays and the ability
to provide remote visibility
to any of their engineers, puts
testing and analysis of prototype
trucks on the fast track.
That along with merely
having close access to the
testing facility will help Daimler
bring new products to market
“faster, quicker and more
reliably,” Nielsen said. LL

More than
a fuel saver

Safety • Stability • Savings
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.

Technical information www.airtab.com
To purchase 970-663-9075 or www.buyairtab.com
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BEYOND THE BUZZ

Brenny Transportation honored
with business ethics award
When judges for the Minnesota
Business Ethics Awards described
Brenny Transportation, they
repeatedly used the words genuine,
sincere, passionate and respectful.
The trucking company based
out of St. Cloud, Minn., was the
organization’s recipient in the
small company category. Brenny
Transportation, which was co-founded
by OOIDA Member Joyce Brenny
in 1996, was honored at an awards
ceremony on May 10.
“Brenny really stood out in the
small company category,” MBEA
Co-Chair David Rodbourne said.
“Those four words (genuine, sincere,
passionate and respectful) came up in
both of the judging panels. I think that
says something about the character
of Brenny Transportation. There’s a
deep commitment to their employees,
almost to the extent that they are
treated as members of a family.”
Joyce Brenny says winning the
award was “unbelievable.”
“I never thought it would mean so
much,” she said in a phone interview
with Land Line. “We just do what

Joyce Brenny and her husband, Todd, owners of
Brenny Transportation, St. Cloud, Minn.

we do, and live by our road map
to success. To be the only trucking
company in Minnesota to ever win
that, it was icing on the cake.”
The creation of internal advisory
teams, paying drivers while they’re
waiting, and rewarding employees
with trips to Cancun, Mexico,
are some of the ways Brenny
Transportation stood out.
“They pay special attention to the
families and spouses of truck drivers
as well,” Rodbourne said. “They go
the extra mile.”

Brenny Transportation is the first
trucking company to receive the honor
since the Minnesota Business Ethics
Awards started in 2000.
“The 2017 MBEA recipients
have demonstrated their tireless
commitment to achieving and
maintaining high ethical standards
within their companies,” Co-Chair
Brian Volkmann said in a news
release. “They strive to do what is best
for all stakeholders while practicing
sound business ethics.”
In addition to the MBEA accolades,
Joyce Brenny was named a finalist
for Entrepreneur of the Year in April.
An awards gala was held June 8 in
Bloomington, Minn.
Brenny Transportation has around
100 employees total. Joyce Brenny
says the secret to the company’s
success is simple: Always take the
high road.
“Whether it’s a customer pulling
shenanigans or a driver who doesn’t
do exactly what they should be doing,
take the high road,” she said. “Just
do the right thing and not have any
regrets on our decisions.” LL
Associate editor Greg Grisolano
contributed to this report.

Submitted photo

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
Circle No. 247 on Response Card
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TA-Petro accepting 2018
Citizen Driver nominations

Watch out, world

TravelCenters of America, operator of the TA and
Petro Stopping Centers travel center brands, is
now accepting nominations for 2018 Citizen Driver.
Citizen Driver, launched
in 2013, recognizes
professional drivers who
evoke public respect
for the truck driving
profession through
good citizenship, safety, community involvement,
health and wellness, and leadership.
Anyone – fleet owners and executives, co-workers,
friends, husbands, wives, sons, daughters, mothers,
fathers, trucking organization members, trucking
industry suppliers, trucking industry customers –
may nominate a professional driver for the honor.
Nomination forms, rules and other information can
be found at TA-Petro.com/CitizenDriver. Nominations
will be accepted until Sept. 30. The 2018 Citizen
Drivers will be recognized at the 2018 Citizen Drivers
Ceremony at the TA-branded Iowa 80 location in
Walcott, Iowa, on May 8, 2018. Over the course
of four years, there have been 26 Citizen Drivers
and each of their names has been emblazoned on
TA-Petro locations of their choice. LL

Ritchie Bros., the world’s largest
heavy-equipment auctioneer and
provider of end-to-end services,
just announced that it completed
its acquisition of IronPlanet,
a leading online marketplace
for heavy equipment and
other durable assets. Ritchie
Bros. acquired IronPlanet for
approximately $758.5 million,

subject to customary closing
adjustments.
As a part of this acquisition,
Ritchie Bros. also enters into an
initial five-year strategic alliance
with Caterpillar. The alliance
is expected to strengthen its
relationship with Caterpillar’s
independent dealers around the
world by providing them access
to a global auction marketplace
to sell their used equipment. LL

Ho hum, what to watch É
Lucas Oil Racing TV is the first 24/7 On
Demand motorsports network. No problem,
trucker race fans, you can get it for your
computer, tablet and smartphone. You can
get 2000-plus hours of U.S., national and
international racing, car shows, behind-the-scenes action and livestreaming events online without commercial breaks. Lucas Oil TV app
is available through Amazon Fire TV, Roku, Xbox and is now offered for
Apple iPhone and iPad as well as Android phones and tablets. Both
apps are Google Chromecast compatible. Go to LucasOilRacing.TV. LL

NEED CASH FAST?
First-Time Owner Operators,
Limited Driving Experience and
Less than Perfect Credit

Apply Today!
FREE GIFT*
*Free gift available at closing

OFFICE LOCATIONS
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CORPORATE • 623-434-2500
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GEORGIA • 404-975-4800
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Barking up the wrong tree
In this issue, we’ll tell you about
a recent traffic ticket case where
the driver represented himself in
court, but didn’t get the outcome
he thought he was going to.
The driver tried to correct the
problem by calling his home state
department of transportation, but
that effort got him nowhere. We’ll
explain what the driver should
have done instead.

You need to remember
that each state in the U.S.
is really like its own little
independent nation.

Q.

I’m a truck driver and
I received a ticket for
“leaving the scene” of an
accident in Ohio. The officer was
wrong for giving me the ticket in
the first place, because I didn’t
know my trailer hit any private
property signage when I made
a sharp turn at an intersection.
Also, I didn’t leave the scene
because the sign the officer said I
hit was on private property where
I was delivering.
When I went to court for the
ticket, I explained all of this to the
assistant prosecuting attorney and
he agreed to amend my ticket to
“striking private property,” which
he said was zero driver points.
I paid the amended ticket
and now I got a Notice of
Disqualification of Driver License
letter in the mail from my home
state of Pennsylvania because
they say I was convicted of my
original “leaving the scene” ticket
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in Ohio. I called the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation to
tell them they’re wrong, but they
wouldn’t listen. Now what do I
do?

A.

First, you’re barking up the
wrong tree, because your
home state (Pennsylvania) DOT
isn’t the problem and they can’t fix
this particular problem. To
understand just how to fix your
problem, let’s go back to the
beginning.
You got an Ohio ticket, and
your driver’s license is issued
from Pennsylvania. So you need
to remember that each state in the
U.S. is really like its own little
independent nation. Each state
has its own motor vehicle code,
and most of these various state
codes don’t match up exactly with
each other. So, when you receive
a ticket in one state and you’re
licensed in another state, you’ve
got to be very careful about how
your ticket will be treated back in
your home state.
In this case, Ohio had more
than one category of “leaving
the scene.” So even though the
assistant prosecuting attorney in
Ohio thought he was doing you a
favor by amending your original
ticket to a zero driver point
charge, your amended charge (i.e.,
“striking private property”) was
still coded/listed as one of several
types of “leaving the scene,”
according to the Ohio Motor
Vehicle Code.
When your amended charge was
reported back to your home state

of Pennsylvania, it was simply
entered as “leaving the scene”
because Pennsylvania only has one
category for this particular charge.
So, now that we know what
the problem is, the only way to
correct it is to go back to the Ohio
court and/or assistant prosecuting
attorney and explain that the
conviction of the amended charge
you pleaded guilty to is still
considered “leaving the scene” in
your home state of Pennsylvania.
Hopefully, the Ohio assistant
prosecuting attorney will agree to
have your conviction of “striking
private property” rescinded or set
aside and let you plead “guilty” to
another charge that doesn’t carry
a one-year disqualification in your
home state of Pennsylvania.
You’ll want to take a copy of the
relevant part of the Pennsylvania
Motor Vehicle Code back to
Ohio with you so you can share
the same with the assistant
prosecuting attorney and select
a violation that won’t disqualify
your Pennsylvania driver’s license
before you agree to plead guilty
to it. LL

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella, Road
Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4, Oklahoma
City, OK 73134; call 405-242-2030, fax
888-588-8983, or email RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
legal situation is different. Consult with
an attorney for specific advice on your
situation.
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Complete 2017 Shell
Rotella SuperRigs results
From Page 53

3rd Place Tractor-Trailer
Division
$750 from Shell Rotella
Robbie Basse
Hinton, Okla.
2016 Kenworth W900 Icon;
2016 Fortune Infinity
4th Place Tractor-Trailer
Division
$500 from Shell Rotella
OOIDA Senior Member
Brian Dreher
Campbellsport, Wis.
2016 Peterbilt 389; 2016 Great
Dane reefer
5th Place Tractor-Trailer
Division
$250 from Shell Rotella
OOIDA Member Colton Chase
Kismet, Kan.
2002 Peterbilt 379; 2018
Timpte Super Hopper
1st Place Tractor Division
$1,500 from Shell Rotella
Ray and Suzie Rodriquez
Salinas, Calif.
1999 Peterbilt 379 EXD
2nd Place Tractor Division
$1,000 from Shell Rotella
Robby Robinson
Lake City, Fla.
20154 Kenworth T660
3rd Place Tractor Division
$750 from Shell Rotella
OOIDA Member Jake Robak
Rice, Minn.
2006 Peterbilt 379 Cottrel car
carrier

Jason Krause
Sutton, Neb.
2017 Peterbilt 389
5th Place Tractor Division
$250 from Shell Rotella
Kenny Graber
Partridge, Kan.
1998 Kenworth W900L
1st Place Classic Division
$1,500 from Shell Rotella
OOIDA Member Jayme and
Whitney Snow
Berryville, Ark.
1999 Classic XL Freightliner;
2015 Great Dane stainless steel
dry van
2nd Place Classic Division
$1,000 from Shell Rotella
Terry Aslinger
Marquand, Mo.
1996 Peterbilt 379 EXD; 2013
Shipshewana trailer
3rd Place Classic Division
$750 from Shell Rotella
OOIDA Member Daniel and
Phyllis Snow
Harrison, Ark.
1996 Freightliner Classic XL
4th Place Classic Division
$500 from Shell Rotella
Scott Graham
Wagoner, Okla.
1999 Kenworth W900
5th Place Classic Division
$250 from Shell Rotella
Joe Dean Davenport
Siloam Spring, Ark.
1998 Kenworth W900L

4th Place Tractor Division
$500 from Shell Rotella
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TAXTIPS
Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Late filings, levies and deductions

Q

A potential client comes
to the office because he
failed to file returns for 2013 or
2014. He is due a $1,000 refund
for 2013 from federal income tax
withholding on Form W-2 even
though his income was below the
filing level. He owes $1,000 for
2014. He asks, “Can I offset the two
years to break even?”

A

No. The fact you delayed
filing your tax returns has
cost you dearly. The tax year 2013
refund is barred by the Statute of
Limitations for filing claims for
refunds. Therefore, the two years
cannot be offset. The lesson here is
not to delay filing of your income
taxes. It can cost you a potential
refund.

Q

Since I’m an over-the-road
trucker and my community
has a large festival every year, I’m
thinking of renting out my home.
I can arrange to be on the road
during the festival and thought I
can pick up some extra money. If I
do this, is the rental money taxable?

A

No. Since you use your
home as a residence for more
than 14 days during the year and you
rent your residence less than 15 days
a year, your rental income would not
be taxable. Expenses incurred in
renting your home cannot be
deducted; however, you can deduct
on Schedule A the interest and taxes
that are allowed for a non-rental
property.

Q

I work as an independent
contractor, but I do not
own a business and do not perform
services in the name of a business.
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I was told I had to pay selfemployment taxes. Is that true?

A

Yes. The income you earn as
an independent contractor
will be considered self-employed
income – and as such you will need
to file Form 1040, Schedule C, Profit
or Loss from business. You will also
need to use Form 1040, Schedule
SE to pay your Self-Employment
Taxes. Since there is no withholding
tax from your self-employed income,
you may need to make quarterly
estimated tax payments.

Q

As a trucker who has
covered many areas at
different times of year, I have
developed asthma and allergies.
Another trucker I know was told
by his doctor to install a swimming
pool to alleviate his arthritis. Can
these additions to a home actually
be deducted as medical expenses?

A

Yes. As we age and are beset
with more and more ailments
(especially those that can affect us in
our line of work), there are some
solutions that can make us feel
better. Unfortunately, some of these
solutions are quite expensive. But,
fortunately, our tax laws recognize
this and allow us to deduct certain
capital improvements to our homes
as medical expenses.
We would suggest you get a
written prescription from your doctor
before embarking on major medical
improvements to your home. There
are limitations and special rules in
determining the actual deductible
amount, but you can get a deduction.
Please speak with your tax
adviser for more information.
Other programs that are deductible,
provided a doctor prescribes them

(though not necessarily a home
improvement), are a weight loss
program, smoking treatments, and
the cost of a rehabilitation treatment
center for drug or alcohol addiction,
etc.

Q

I received an IRS Notice
of Intent to Levy Wages.
The notice is asking for money
on tax years I thought I did not
need to file but did so anyway. I
worked sporadically for my friend’s
trucking business. I did file a Form
1040 Schedule C for those years. I
now work and receive a W-2. What
should I do?

A

We need to get copies of the
transcripts for the years in
question. We would then be able to
determine if what the IRS is
claiming is correct or in error. If it’s
correct, and you don’t have enough
money to pay them off, then you can
request an installment agreement to
pay the balance due. That should
stop the levy. If the IRS is wrong,
then amended returns can be filed
using your and the IRS Transcript
information. The important thing
here is to contact the IRS
immediately to either delay the
levy or come to an agreement with
the IRS as fast as possible so the
levy does not cause you financial
harm. LL
This article has been presented by PBS
Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a company
which has been providing income tax
and bookkeeping services to the trucking
industry for over a quarter century. If you
would like further information, please
contact us at 800-697-5153. Visit our
website at PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is different.
This article does not give and is not
intended to give specific accounting and/or
tax advice. Please consult with your own tax
or accounting professional.
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OOIDA course offers training for FDA rule
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

The Food and Drug
Administration’s rule on the
Sanitary Transportation of
Human and Animal Food
required large carriers to receive
training by April 2017. The
rule gave small carriers until
April 2018 before they need to
complete the training.

“All carriers that
are hauling human
or animal food that
is not enclosed
or is temperature
controlled will
have to have this
training.”
– Andrew King, OOIDA
Foundation

However, Andrew King of the
Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association said
that members have called in
explaining that their motor
carrier or shipper is requiring
certification regardless of size.
OOIDA is offering an online
course that meets all of the
training requirements of the
rule. The course includes a

63-minute training module; a
test; a certificate of completion;
a card to keep in the truck;
and templates of written
procedures and checklists for
dry van trailers, reefers, flatbeds,
liquid bulk tankers and hopper
bottoms.
The course is $100 and is
offered to OOIDA members
and non-members. About
100 people have used the
course so far, King said.
Last year, the FDA moved
forward on the regulation that
branched off the Food Safety
Modernization Act, which was
signed into law in 2011. The
rule established requirements
for shippers, loaders, carriers
by motor or rail vehicles, and
receivers involved in transporting
human and animal food.
“All carriers hauling human or
animal food that is not enclosed
or is temperature controlled will
have to have this training,” King
said.
After the video, students of the
course will take a 20-question
test before receiving a certificate
of completion to show they are
compliant. The certificate can
be received electronically or
through the mail. LL

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
Income Tax Preparation
Bookkeeping Services
Quarterly Estimated Taxes
Financial Statements
Corporate and LLC formations
Non-ﬁlers
Delinquent income tax returns
IRS collection problems

KEEP MORE OF WHAT YOU EARN
AND LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

only

159

$

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

OOIDA
Corporate
Member
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YOURHEALTH
Buck Black, LCSW, LCAC
TruckerTherapy.com

Anger and social media
word and the fact that, in many
cases, the individuals have never
met in person, is a recipe for
sending messages that will likely be
regretted.
Although anger’s appearance in
social media is one major problem,
another is excessive use. Balance
is a good thing. If you are spending
hours a day on social media, this
is likely too much. When things
become out of balance, anger
as well as other negatives such
as rudeness, pettiness or simply
inappropriate statements, can come
to the forefront. Remember, social
media is supposed to enhance your
life, not add stress or complicate it.
When social media is no longer fun
or you feel so compelled to use it
to the extent that your life is being
interrupted, it is time to take a step
back.
Aside from social media, I
frequently see yet another problem
related to anger and instantaneous

Tips for limiting online,
texting arguments
If you wouldn’t want it posted in the
courthouse or in the newspaper, then
don’t post it in social media or on the
internet.
If you have a disagreement with
someone, do not make it public.
Instead, contact that person directly.
Better yet, talk with them in person.
If you see a disagreement
happening online, don’t join in or take
sides. This will cause more trouble!
Ideally, if you are in a disagreement
with someone, talk in person.
Communication is difficult enough
between two people. When verbal
and nonverbal cues are lost by text
communication, things can become
more heated. The phone remains a
better method of communication than
text.
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Even if you think your disagreement
is private, if you put it in text, others
may gain access to it or they may
screen-shot it and share it.
Pick your battles. Ask yourself
if you really want to even start an
argument with someone. Is it worth
the energy? Will whatever they said
even matter tomorrow?
Most people use social media to
network with others. If you show your
friends and followers that you are hotheaded, is this the message that you
really want to send?
I urge everyone to use social
media responsibility. They are
great technologies and should be
embraced. Just as with anything else,
responsible use is key. LL

communication: couples who text
angry messages. Again, texting
allows a person to convey a
message immediately. When a
person is angry, they are not logical.
Therefore, any means of instant
communication is very dangerous
when in the hands of an angry
person.
Remember, social media was
designed to bring people closer and
be enjoyable. For many, this holds
true. Make sure you are using social
media with care and it will be a
great tool. You are a professional
driver, so show the world that you
are a true professional by having
a positive online presence. Don’t
forget, your next employer will be
checking your posts! LL
Buck Black is a
licensed clinical
social worker therapist
who specializes in
helping truckers and
their families with
anger and stress
management, as well
as depression and
relationship problems.
He is licensed to provide treatment to
residents of Indiana.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
health situation is different. If you have
questions regarding medical issues,
consult your personal physician.

© drsmoky - Fotolia.com

Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn
and all other social media make
communicating so much easier.
I really enjoy using these sites,
and they are the best way to
communicate with large numbers
of people. Drivers love using social
media to keep up with friends and
family while on the road, as well
as keep up on the trucking industry
and the world in general.
In spite of all the positives, there
is a downside to social media: the
ability to broadcast angry thoughts
instantaneously. To top it off, these
angry messages are for the entire
world to see and are archived on the
internet forever.
Often, these arguments appear
to be between two people, and
they forget that others are able to
see the messages. Would these
two people really have such an
argument in front of a huge crowd
of people who can hear every
word? The distance of the written

JULY 2017

OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May, 2020!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2018.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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DASHBOARDCONFIDENTIAL
Dave Sweetman CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

When the Godfather calls, I answer
I am sometimes amazed that my
distant past has a habit of creeping
up on me when I least expect it. It
happens often enough to remind
me how being in the public eye
can make for some interesting
adventures. I also recall a past editor
telling me to keep my words soft and
true, as someday I may have to eat
them.

Mr. Brown stated matterof-factly, “You ain’t doing
nothing; show me how to
drive my car.”
Roll back to the year 2004 when
I was writing a monthly column for
RoadStar magazine. I reported on the
fact that I had transported a beautiful
1947 Lincoln Continental for the
“Godfather of Soul,” Mr. James
Brown. Of interest was the fact that
Mr. Brown was a very cordial host
and loved the car. Or at least he did
until he looked inside and asked,
“What’s that other pedal for, man?”
I replied, “clutch, brake and gas
pedal. Shifter is a 3 speed on the
steering column.”
“It ain’t automatic? Man … I don’t
drive no stick!” Mr. Brown shot
back. It seems he had bought the
dream car without driving it at the
California dealer. That was surprise
No. 1. Surprise No. 2 was Mr. Brown
stating matter-of-factly, “You ain’t
doing nothing; show me how to drive
my car.” So, for the next little while
I went over the fine points of “three
on the tree” and he got it. He picked
it up quickly.
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At the same time, I was pretty
tripped out to be in that position, and
in a normal conversation I pointed
out to him how much his music
meant to me and my generation and
how he had brought so many people
together, regardless of race. His reply
to me was one I can still hear to this
day.
“But that’s what music is supposed
to do, son.” An incredible goose
bump moment that I will never
forget.
Now roll forward to just a few
weeks ago, as I had finished fueling
and was grabbing lunch at the
Spaceway near Meridian, Miss. A

well-dressed gentleman stepped out
of a nice-looking silver Peterbilt and
headed straight for me. He stuck his
hand out, introduced himself, and
told me he had been on the lookout
for me for many years. He quoted
past columns that I had written but
stated there was one that was his
favorite. He quoted me line and verse
about the James Brown Lincoln
delivery.
It seems my new friend had been
the tour manager for blues legend
Etta James, and some years ago
they were playing the Doheny Blues
Festival in Dana Point, Calif. My
ears perked up, as not only did I live
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in Dana Point at the time, but I had
attended that blues festival and got
to see all the performers, including
James Brown, Etta James, Keb Mo
and more. Kind of a déjà vu moment
as I listened and smiled.
My new best friend then told me
that he went to Mr. Brown’s tour
bus on-site, introduced himself, and
visited for a while. He made the
mistake of calling the Godfather of
Soul by his name, James. To which
he was promptly told that he would
be addressed as MR. BROWN! All
the while, James Brown was wearing
silk robes and enough hair curlers
to signal Jupiter on shortwave. Too
funny.
Now that the ice was broken
between them, he asked Mr. Brown
about the ’47 Lincoln delivery and did
that guy Dave Sweetman really show
him how to drive a stick? Yes, yes and

yes. My honor was saved, it seems. I
was deemed to not be a fiction writer,
as it really did happen as I had said.
They traded tales about the tour, cars
and, I humbly admit, my services.
They then jousted about who was
going to close the show at night’s end.
I recall that Mr. Brown did, so I know
who won that argument. James Brown
just tore that house down, it was that
good.
It is always a pleasure meeting
readers of my goofy stories and
tales. I am often amazed that I can
be recognized from a small 2-inch
picture and have a person come up
and recite darn near whole stories.
Some of those stories being 22 years
old and, in this case, 13 years old.
Very humbling, indeed.
As always, thanks to Land Line for
a place to sling it and thank you for
being readers. LL

Daily News
and Information
for Truckers

Tune In Daily

7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

Sirius XM 146

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
Circle No. 18 on Response Card
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ON THE ROAD By Jon Osburn Skipper of “The Spirit”

New ÔSpiritÕ logging some miles
If you haven’t ever attended the
Walcott Truckers Jamboree, you
should.
The 38th annual Walcott Truckers
Jamboree will be July 13-15 at the
Iowa 80 Truckstop. Walcott, which
is always in the middle of July and
is one of the top 10 shows in the
country. The annual show is intended
as a way to say thank you to the
millions of truck drivers across the
nation.
There will be live music, an antique
truck display, a super trucks contest,
the trucker Olympics, carnival
games, fireworks, live music, and
more than 175 exhibits. Admission
and parking is free.
After Walcott, we’re going to make

a lot of the usual stops, because I
love them. The Petros in Rochelle,
Ill., and Gary, Ind., and the TA in
Morris, Ill., are all great places.
Then I’m heading off to some new
territory. July 27-29, I will be at the
TA in Lamar, Pa., and I will end the
month at the Petro in Waterloo, N.Y.
For anybody who says I’ve never
been to the far, far East Coast, we’re
going to do that this year. We’ll be
in Connecticut. We’ll be in Maine.
We’ll be in New Jersey …
It’s going to be a busy, busy
summer. Before the summer gets
done, I will have been on the East
Coast and the West Coast. We’re
bouncing all over the place. With the
help of the office staff, we’re putting

some miles in.
If you’re in the area, stop by and
see me, Sassi and the new “Spirit,”
a 2017 Western Star 5700XE. It
rides wonderful. It’s quiet, and it’s a
pretty truck. With the mileage we’re
getting, I think we’ll be able to do
both coasts every year now. LL
Senior Member
Jon Osburn has
been an OOIDA
member since 1993.
A former longtime
owner-operator, Jon
has also worked as
a paramedic and
a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives
with his wife, Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and
travels with his loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: JULY 2017
June 28-July 8
July 13-15
July
July
July
July
July
Aug

17-19
20-22
23-25
27-29
30-Aug 1
3-5

Aug 7-9
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Holiday at home
Walcott Truckers Jamboree,
Walcott, IA
Petro, Rochelle, IL
T/A, Morris, IL
Petro, Gary, IN
T/A, Lamar, PA
Petro, Waterloo, NY
Robert Fernald T/A,
Wilmington, CT
Dysart’s, Bangor, ME

I-80, Exit 284
I-39 at Rt 38, Exit 99
I-80 & Rt 47, Exit 112B
I-90/I-84, Exit 9
I-80 & SR 64, Exit 173
I-90, Exit 41
I-84, Exit 71

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for their
generous use of the 2017 5700 EX
Phantom II as the new Spirit of the
American Trucker tour truck. Western
Star’s support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.

I-95, Exit 296
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facebook.com/OOIDA
facebook.com/LandLineMag

OOIDA’s ELD petition
to the Supreme Court
Keep the pressure on, OOIDA. The ELD is
meant to put owner-operators out of business
and nothing more. It only leads to more driver fatigue
and higher accident rates. If this fails, then aim for the
Oval Office and a direct appeal to POTUS.
Roger Stone
Don’t let them rest, OOIDA! Thank you for defending
our rights under the constitution of this United States
of America.
Wes Birdsong
West Virginia bill would promote
more toll roads
I hope they finish paving the gravel interstate before
adding more.
Brad Moran
Chicago slaughterhouse protesters
jump in front of truck
It helps when the protesters act decent and walk with
the truck then move out of the way. Could’ve been
some of them yayhoos that want to scream and cuss
and throw tantrums. These people made their point
known and knew they could only temporarily impede
the driver.
John Hunt
Should employers discriminate
against former criminals?
The debt to society has been paid in the penal system.
It’s like having to keep paying a bill you have already
paid. Give them a chance same as anyone else.
Kim Yellowhawk
An employer is an individual with the rights to life
and property – the right to his own judgment and
business, and forcing employers to hire or keep
employees against his will is a violation of those
rights.
Andrew Bergman

INBOX From Page 16

to Concentra for a physical, I was told I had to go for a
sleep study. The problem was that the study cost $2,500.
And then there was the fact I had been on a CPAP for
seven years.
I also had a written statement from my sleep doctor
that did my study, but Concentra would not accept it.
According to Concentra, it was law.
Charles Leinen
Amarillo, Texas
JULY 2017
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Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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KPrice & Associates.............................. 91
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ...................... 92
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THE CLASSIFIED

MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 215,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (55%), small and medium ﬂeets (17%),
and company drivers (26%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Corporate Capital .................................. 91
Eagle Capital ......................................... 89
Fastback Freight.................................... 94
Legacy Financial Services .................... 93
Neal Freeman Investments................... 92
TBS Factoring Service .......................... 90
XFactors................................................. 95

individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

LEGAL SERVICES
Coast to Coast Legal Services ............. 94
Road Law............................................... 89

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
BH Tubes ................................................92
Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel ...............92
Comfort Innovations ...............................93
Cruise King .............................................94
DACﬁx.com.............................................91
Donvel .....................................................91
Electrowarmth.........................................93
Freight Movers School ..................... 89,90
Gateway Supply .....................................90
Great American Chrome Shop..............91
Hadley Products.....................................93
Mayﬂower Steel Buildings......................93
Phoenix Sleep Solutions ........................91
RoadKing Shocks ..................................94
Silver Road Shocks ................................93
SouthPointe Radiator .............................91
Trucker Therapy ......................................89
Van Alstine ..............................................92
Weather Toppers ....................................90

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS

“I haven’t been home for
weeks and am feeling so
depressed ... I don’t know
what to do.”

Circle No. 114 on Response Card

Anger, stress and relationship problems are
common for many truckers and their families.
Phone and Video Conference sessions
for truckers on the road Indiana Clients Only
www.TruckerTherapy.com 765-807-6778
Circle No. 240 on Response Card
Circle No. 80 on Response Card

Circle No. 174 on Response Card

Loadtraining.com .................................. 94
Rig Expense Tracker ............................. 91
The Truckers Helper .............................. 89
Truckdriver.com ..................................... 94

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart..........................................................94
Debrick Truck Line ..................................90
Show Me Trucking ..................................92
U.S. Logistics..........................................90
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DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

Circle No. 69 on Response Card

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

Circle No. 213 on Response Card

OWNER
OPERATORS
WANTED

800-255-6285
Paola, KS

Since 1958

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
Circle No. 43 on Response Card

If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,
then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

CDL Class A • Clean MVR • HAZMAT Endorsement/Tanker
5-Years Experience • $1.20 CPM Loaded/.90 Empty
Toll Reimbursement • Fuel Surcharge • 2500 or More Miles
$125 Reimbursement Orientation Per Day
Stop & Pickup $25 per stop • Cash Advance • Flexible Home Time

● 100% waterproof
● Made from high-quality vinyl
● Affordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

Weather
oppers, Inc.

Circle No. 219 on Response Card

Call Cindy 856-402-2431
Circle No. 149 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace
90 LAND LINE
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ARE YOU A SOLE PROPRIETOR?
If so, park your truck RIGHT NOW and don’t drive
another mile until you incorporate your business!

Call 855-810-4114 now or
visit www.corpcapinc.com
WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH:
Circle No. 199 on Response Card

• Getting Money
• CPA Tax Planning
• Bookkeeping Services • Asset Protection
• Living Trusts
• Equipment Leasing
• And More!

Our Customers Say It Best . . .
“I was a sole proprietor until I incorporated my
business with CCI. Now they do the bookkeeping
and taxes for my business, and I literally save
thousands of dollars every year.”

Circle No. 78 on Response Card

Bad CSA2010 Report?
We remove log, equipment and
moving violations. $355 Flat Fee

– Robert Dowdy of Cisco Group, Inc.

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Lodding, President/Owner
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117
Circle No. 139 on Response Card

800-494-7517 www.CSA2010ﬁx.com
Circle No. 148 on Response Card

Trucker Tax &
Accounting Specialists
• Heavy Highway vehicle use tax
• IFTA tax • Receipts
• Settlement sheets
• Estimated taxes
• Financial statements

KPrice & Associates, LLC
Accounting & Tax Services

KPriceAssociates.com
540-207-0375
Circle No. 145 on Response Card

Circle No. 45 on Response Card

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years
Circle No. 158 on Response Card
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ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES

900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com
Circle No. 58 on Response Card

Van Alstine “G-1000” Tire Groover
Patented Design
Made in
USA
Circle No. 261 on Response Card

Take advantage of the thousands of
miles remaining in your tires

Need Drivers

FLATBED

Vacation Pay & Holiday Pay
Health, Dental
and Vision Insurance
Simple IRA Retirement Program
Flexible work schedule

Need O/Os
in MO & Eastern KS

in Western MO & Eastern KS

- TRUCKING & FREIGHT, INC.

Longevity Bonus
Weekly Pay
Flexible work schedule

Our operating area is roughly a 600-mile radius of Kansas City
All O/Os and drivers have weekends home

Call 800-824-3822 or visit www.showmetrucking.com
Circle No. 44 on Response Card

Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU
Circle No. 74 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace

Fast

Accurate

Easy

VAN ALSTINE MFG. CO., INC., TRAPPE, PA

www.vanalstinemfg.com

610-489-7670

SUPPLIER TO MAJOR TIRE MANUFACTURERS
Circle No. 121 on Response Card

TRUCKER DISCOUNT
ROOMS, BAR & RESTAURANT

LUXURY HOTEL LANSING, MI

10 ACRES OF PARKING
PETS WELCOME
OFF I-96, EXIT 104
Special OOIDA Discount

Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel
6820 S. Cedar St., Lansing, MI 48911

www.causewaybaylansinghotel.com
517-694-8123

Circle No. 48 on Response Card

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com
Circle No. 179 on Response Card
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Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.
CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz
Circle No. 202 on Response Card

GATS Booth # 16058

Circle No. 57 on Response Card

15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!
Circle No. 161 on Response Card
Circle No. 248 on Response Card

COMMERCIAL CLASS PARTS & ACCESSORIES
Original Equipment Replacement Parts (OEM)
MINI AIR
COMPRESSORS

FREE
SHIPPING

12 volt DC Air Conditioner - draws 1.6 amps

NO MORE HOT WEATHER
$
IDLING FINES!
439
FREE

Purchase Online at SHIPPING
WWW.GETGOCOOL.COM
COMFORT INNOVATIONS 225-766-7719
Circle No. 128 on Response Card
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POWER 4-WAY
MIRRORS

HEIGHT CONTROL
VALVES

Mention this ad

AIR HORNS
PARTS &
ACCESSORIES

Complete line of air valves

& smart valves
Visit our website for more
information on all of our products

www.hadleyhorns.com • (800) 875-4488
(847) 546-2775 (outside the U.S.) • Email: cpgllc@msn.com
Circle No. 154 on Response Card

LAND LINE 93

CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00

• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

Circle No. 119 on Response Card

Circle No. 122 on Response Card

Visit us at GATS
Booth # 16056

Circle No. 235 on Response Card

Got a ticket? Fight it!

• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Circle No. 111 on Response Card

Circle No. 2 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace
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TruckMiles

¨

Drop Today – Cash Today
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NON-RECOURSE
FACTORING

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

Circle No. 249 on Response Card

IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

CPA

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

Corporate
Supporter

Circle No. 166 on Response Card

“I purchased a copy of
TruckMiles and I can’t begin
to tell you how pleased I am
with the software. It helps
me plan my route much like
other much more expensive
trucking software. Another
feature that I love is the ability
to zoom into a speciﬁc area
and look for truck stops. Not
only does it show you where
they are but it also tells you
what services are available.
My accountant loves
TruckMiles too because I can
track all of my expenses for
the month and at the end of
the month all I have to do
is print it off and send my
receipts off to her. She was so
impressed that she reduced
my yearly fee because I am
able to do most of the work
for her.” – Lorne Daigle

UPDATE: OOIDA v. New York Department of
Taxation and Finance
NEW YORK PAYS $44.4 MILLION TO TRUCKERS
FOR ILLEGALLY COLLECTED TAXES
On May 17, 2017, the State of New York issued a check in the amount
of $44,429,473.00 pursuant to the settlement it reached with OOIDA in
September 2016 regarding its imposition of unconstitutional registration
and decal taxes. It is projected that checks will be mailed to the
approximately 110,000 class members in July 2017.
OWNER-OPERATORS’ ENTITLEMENT
TO RECEIVE REFUNDS FROM CARRIERS
Carriers in the class are entitled to keep refunds for taxes paid exclusively
by them. By Order of the Court, however, carriers who charged back any
registration or decal payments to owner-operators are required to pass
through or reimburse the full amount of the tax refunds they receive for
such tax payments to those owner-operators, without regard to any claims
or setoffs. All disputes regarding the reimbursement of owner-operators
will be referred to a mediator designated by the court.
Any disputes must be received in writing by The Cullen Law Firm, PLLC,
1101 30th Street NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20007 within six (6)
months after the date the refund payment was sent to the class member.
For further details please visit the website at nytrucktaxrefunds.com.

● Calculate U.S., Canada, and
now Mexico mileages
● Practical & Shortest truck
routing methods
● Driver expense tracking
● Full color maps
● Multiple stop and location
entries
● Proﬁt margin calculator

1-800-324-8588
www.ProMiles.com
ProMiles Software
Development Corporation
* plus shipping & handling
- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax
Circle No. 107 on Response Card
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OOIDACongratulations
Life Members

Gary Able
Gayland Andrews
Lester Angst
Ruthellen Aul
Bobby Banks
Serge Barrette
Tony Beauchamp
Harold Bertrand Jr.
Allen Boelter
Clifford Boren
Benjamin Boyer IV
John Boyer
Banner Brannock
Timothy Briles
Alan Burgess
Martin Butler
Michael Cain
Harold Clay

Nathaniel Cox
Donna Cressman
Mike Currier
Martin Davis
Chris Denton
Claude Dickerson
Lorne Dickinson
Joanne Eastridge
Ronald G. Eastridge
Ron Eekhoff
Kenneth Elliott
Thomas Emerson
Jeffrey Ervin
John Farnsworth
Carl Foss
Raymond Garton
James Goad
Cary Goodman

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Ted Grier
Sammy Gwin
Roger Hall
Richard Hasenaur
Gregory Hawkins
Edward Hayes
Leon Hayes Jr.
Donald Herbster Jr.
Reinaldo Hernandez
Brian Hipsher
Paul Hood
Paul Hughes Sr.
Arnold Johnson
Cliff Johnson
Patrick Johnston
James Justice
Jacob Kernan
Kent Kloster

Senior Members
Ronald Brian Althouse
Jorge Alvarez
Thomas F. Anderson
Darrell Babers
Kimberly Babers
Steven Baird
Barry K. Beegle
Michael W. Bolin
Vernon K. Borg
Charles A. Boros
Bryan G. Bower
Jack M. Boyd
Sharon M. Boyd
Roland Browne
William Roy Bryan Jr.
Jason Bryant
Angel Cabral
Dalmis Cabrera
Ralph Chapman
Gregory D. Coder
William M. Coffman
Kevin L. Cook
96 LAND LINE

Micheal D. Coon
Sylvia S. Courtney
Eric Davis
Michael Denoncourt
Hakam Dhaliwal
Alan Dick
Heath S. Dick
Frank M. Dougherty
James Douglas
Neal E. Dover Sr.
John S. Duncan
Mark Eddins
Andy Eddleman
Bobby W. Elmore
John Erdelen
Stewart Everman
David A. Faircloth Jr.
Jody L. Farris
Dean A. Feller
Ciardi Franklin
Paul Franklin
Lynn E. Fuller

Hannah R. Gainer
Gary C. Geer
Kurtis Graham
Rogelio G. Guedea
Daniel D. Guhl
Brian D. Hanley
William Harty
Gary P. Hayduk
Cathy Heaton
Gerald Heaton
Timothy A. Heeszel
Richard A. Hellings
Frank Hicks
Arlene C. Holtman
David Ionescu
Eddie L. Johnson
Kris D. Johnson
Philip A. Jones
Sandra E. Jones
Aurelian Judele
Dale A. Kibble
Rey Larios

Thomas Krumm
Lilimarleen Lacroix
Les Leck
Irvin Liggon
Russell Loop
Donald Loudin
Bobby Mabie
Ellen Martin
William Martin
Steve Matthes
James McColley
John McDowell
Kathy Meisner
Daniel Minerva
Harvey Moore III
Larry Nau
Carol Nelson
Roosevelt Nelson Jr.

Donnie Newman Sr.
Richard Nieroda
Patrick Oravetz
Michael Parks
Paul Parrish
Donald Pauling
Ruth Pauling
Daniel Peters
Merle Pettit
William Qualls
Marwan Quraishi
Chris Reed
Lynne Rehmel
Arlie Scarlett
Moshe Shemesh
Mark Shubitowski
Jody Sims
Barry Smith

Christine Stewart
John Stewart Sr.
Steven Stoehr
Thomas Sundahl
Joseph Suter
David Tabor
Jim Tannahill
Robert Tiffany
Sherry Vonk
Gary Walters
Terry Wayman
Raymond Webb Jr.
Karl Williams
Paul Zilink

For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us (800) 444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

Gary J. Le Mere
Marvin V. Lee Sr.
Charles J. Leininger
Lou S. Littlejohn
Cristian Lorenzo
Anatol Lukjanczuk
Michael W. Lynch
Jose R. Marrero
Aaron Melvin
Mohamed H. Mezahi
Christopher K. Miller
Rhonda L. Miller
Robert E. Miller
Victor Miller
Mark Moore
Thomas L. Myers
Leroy Gene Nieto Jr.
Shannon Orren
Jose Ortega
Daniel Ott
Bertha Oxenreider
Calvin Pace

Eric Parker
James D. Parks
Michael D. Patterson
Fred J. Pawlowski
Marvin Penegar
Carolyn Podach
Steven W. Popp
James A. Pritchard
Ted R. Pritchett
Jim R. Randel
Thomas Reynolds Jr.
Kathy K. Riddle
Louis R. Sanborn
Anne Sanborn
Joseph J. Scheffey
Kevin Schlingman
Shawn A. Sewell
Gary M. Shatrick
Don L. Shultz Jr.
Algirdas Skarbauskas
Michael W. Skrede
Beverly K. Sloan

Alexei K. Sokolov
Dean J. Springer
Anita Straway
Aubrey Sumner
Kurt T. Thompson
Christopher Threat
Wayne Van Dover
Vernon Veeser
Kevin C. Wetzel
Phillip M. White
Aaron Williams
Myron Williams
Roosevelt Williams
Mike Witmer
Joseph G. Witt
Raymond Young
Ricky J. Young
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2017

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com for
more industry events.

JULY
13-15 Walcott Truckers Jamboree, Iowa 80 Truckstop,
Walcott, Iowa. For more information, visit Iowa80TruckStop.com.
14-15 Expedite Expo, Lexington Center, Lexington, Ky. For
more information, visit ExpediteExpo.com.
28-30 Top Gun Large Car Shootout, Rantoul National
Aviation Center, Rantoul, Ill. For more information, visit
TopGunLargeCarShootout.com.
AUGUST
4-6 Carlisle Truck Nationals, Carlisle, Pa. For more
information, visit Facebook.com/TruckNationals.
11-12 Waupun Truck-N-Show, Waupun, Wis. For more
information, visit WaupunTruckNShow.com.
18-20 Eau Claire Big Rig Show, Northern State Fair Grounds,
Eau Claire, Wis. Visit EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com for more
information.
24-26 Great American Trucking Show, Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center, Dallas, Texas. For more information, visit
TruckShow.com.

Circle No. 160 on Response Card

SEPTEMBER
8-9 Big Iron Classic, Dodge County Fairgrounds, Kasson,
Minn. For more Information, visit BigIronClassic.com.
16 Wisconsin World’s Largest Truck Convoy for Special
Olympics, Pioneer Travel Plaza, Richfield, Wis. For more
information, visit SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org.
25-28 North American Commercial Vehicle Show, Georgia
World Congress Center, Atlanta, Ga. For more information, visit
NACVShow.com.
15-17 Richard Crane Memorial Truck Show, Little Bear East
Arena, St. Ignace, Mich. For more information, visit
StIgnace.com/carshows/.
22-23 Guilty By Association Truck Show, Four State Trucks
— Home of the Chrome Shop Mafia, Joplin, Mo. For more
information, visit ChromeShopMafia.com.
22-23 South Dakota Convoy and Truck Show for Special
Olympics, Sioux Falls, S.D. For more information, visit
SDConvoy.org.
23 Missouri World’s Largest Truck Convoy for Special
Olympics, 4 State Trucks, Joplin, Mo. For more information,
visit SoMo.org/convoy.

12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499
GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, next to Pilot Travel Center

ELOY, AZ • 502-836-2386
I-10, Exit 200, across from Love’s Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
Circle No. 116 on Response Card

JULY 2017

LAND LINE 97

&

COOL

HOT
STUFF

SERVICES

Stay connected
for the long haul
Rand McNally is breaking new ground in
commercial transportation with the introduction
of the new OverDryve 8 Pro, an all-in-one
dashboard device designed for professional
drivers. The new device is equipped with an
8-inch high-resolution screen and includes
Rand McNally truck routing with truck points of
interest, advanced lane guidance, toll costs,
warnings, fuel logs and more. Hands-free
calling and texting, Siri and Google Now voice
assistance and audible news, weather, traffic,
sports are also included. A built-in dash cam, magnetic mount and
three months free Sirius XM satellite radio round out the package.
For more information and to order, visit RandMcNally.com/
Overdryve-Pro or call 800-237-7270.

Keep your cool this summer
Bergstrom Inc. recently made an addition to its popular Nite no-idle lineup – the
Nite Phoenix Space Saving Innovation (SSI) system. The new battery-operated A/C
split system offers the highest cooling capacity of any battery-powered, no-idle
system on the market according to the company. The under-bunk unit is designed
to fit all sleepers and offers Bluetooth technology that allows you to control it from
your mobile device. The SSI can reduce fuel usage by as much as 3,800 gallons
of fuel per year and alleviates clogging of truck engine DPF. It also helps reduce
harmful diesel particulate emissions, complies with anti-idling laws, and is certified
by the EPA’s SmartWay Program. For more information, visit NiteSystem.com or
call 866-204-8570.

Ultimate stopping force
Matrix NeoCast from NeoBrake is the first lightweight cast-iron 4707Q brake
shoe that is comparable in weight to today’s pressed-steel cores. The shoe is
made of an advanced, high-carbon ductile cast iron that weighs dramatically
less than cast-iron shoes of old and resists rust two to three times longer than
pressed steel. It provides maximum braking power and extended service life of linings,
drums and air brake components in all 4707Q applications. Unlike pressed-steel cores, the
one-piece construction of the Matrix NeoCast will not flex, stretch or incur a broken weld over the
course of its lifecycle. The shoe exceeds the SAE J434 D4512 mechanical standard. Visit
MatrixNeocast.com or call 888-411-9916 for more information and to locate a distributor.

If you have a product you would like featured, send a press release with a photo to
Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com. All featured products are subject to editorial review.
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A must-have for your
onboard emergency kit
FiberFix is a heavy-duty repair wrap that can be used in a wide
range of repair situations, including emergency repairs to your
truck while on the road. Once activated with water and applied,
the wrap bonds to most surfaces – wood, plastic, metal and
more – and hardens like steel in 10 minutes. It is temperatureand water-resistant, and the company claims that it is a hundred
times stronger than duct tape for quick fixes. In addition to the
original Repair Wrap, FiberFix is also available in Heat Wrap and
Rigid Patch versions. Visit FiberFix.com or call 801-701-0096 for
more information and to order.

A practical solution
to an age-old problem
The E-Hook from Kinedyne is a wall-mounted, freight-loading storage solution,
which solves a problem that has plagued professional drivers for years: how
to safely and securely stow long and unwieldy cargo.
Made of clear zinc-plated steel with a slip-resistant
vinyl coating in the cradle, the E-Hook mounts
securely to any vertically installed A-Track, E-Track or
logistic post system and can hold up to 300 pounds.
Multiple hooks can be mounted to accommodate
longer cargo. They can also be installed at different
heights to support freight with contoured shapes. An
eye-loop on the outer end allows you to add extra
cargo stability and security as needed. For more
information and to locate a distributor, visit
Kinedyne.com or call 800-848-6057.

Aircraft cargo loading
convenience in your trailer
The new Retract-A-Roll 3 from Ancra International is a
state-of-the-art pneumatic roller track system that brings aircraft
technology to your trailer. The system features a heavy-duty top
plate made of 11-gauge stamped steel and a galvanized finish to
fight corrosion. The dual skate wheel design helps prevent debris
from entering and puncturing the air bag. Retract-A-Roll 3 is
powered by the truck’s air supply and instantly converts back to
a flat floor for general freight. If the operator forgets to lower the
rollers, a backup safety control valve automatically lowers rollers
when the vehicle brakes are released. For more information, visit
AncraCargo.com or call 800-233-5138.

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided
by selected manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Hot stuff and cool services.”
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OOIDA offers new program to maintain
records and stay in compliance
Whether it’s a one-person
operation with his or her own
authority or managing a fleet
of trucks, keeping tabs on the
litany of paperwork ranging from
hours of service to equipment
maintenance compliance is a
tedious chore. To make truckers’
jobs easier, the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association
has rolled out Compliance
Connection, a tool for keeping
records and staying compliant.
Any paperwork and other
documentation can be filed in
the appropriate category. In the
event any driver included in the
files is not in compliance, the
administrator of the page will be
notified. When noncompliance
is found with a driver and hours
of service, users simply click on
the driver’s profile to see what is
missing.
When compliance updates are
approaching, the appropriate
category will be highlighted
in yellow. Those signed up for
Compliance Connection will
receive an email approximately

30 days before documents,
including CDLs and medical
certifications, expire.
Although the focus is on
compliance, the new program is
much more. Under the company
info tab, trucking company
owners can store documents for
contracts, MCS 90 forms, audit
files, training classes, company
policy and safety consulting.
Members can also keep track of
mileage maintenance costs and
cost-per-mile to maximize profits.
If an authorized investigator
needs certain information,
members can easily pull up
all documents requested.
Investigators will have access
to only the information that
Compliance Connection members
want them to have.
Members can also store
information about any accidents
that may occur. This can be useful
for insurance and investigator
inquiries.
Pricing will vary based on the
needs of individual members.
For more information about
Compliance Connection, call
OOIDA at 816-229-5791. LL

FLATBED DRIVERS NEEDED
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Company Drivers and
Owner Operators
GOOD PAY FOR
SHORT MILES
HOME OFTEN

Call Today!

800-704-6341
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We help hundreds of truckers each year
with temporary financial assistance.
Since 2007 we have helped 1,908 truckers
and given $1,754.149.

Saving lives
and families,
one driver
at a time.
Donate at TruckersFund.org
Corporate Sponsors: Travel Centers of America • Red
Eye Radio • Nemo Entertainment • NAIT • OOIDA Blue
Tiger • Watkins Christian Foundation • Ambest • Coffee
Cup Fuel Stops • Dart Transit
For more information about the St. Christopher Truckers Development & Relief Fund, please
send a letter to SCF, P.O. Box 30763, Knoxville, TN, 37930 or call 865-202-9428. The
website is TruckersFund.org, and the email address is contact@TruckersFund.org.
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kept you off the road?
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Many of our advertisers will send you more information if you complete and
return the Reader Response card. Circle the number(s) on the response card
that correspond to the advertisers below.

Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

The index of advertisers is an editorial service of Land Line Magazine.
The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors and/or omissions.
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By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to the nearly
1,000 bikers who
make the ride every
year from California to
Washington, D.C., for the annual
Run for the Wall event.
What started as a way to raise
awareness of those men and
women who are still unaccounted
for in U.S. wars now serves as a
tribute to them as well as to those
who were accounted for, but who
never returned home. It has a
special meaning for us here at
OOIDA headquarters – and not
just because members like David
“Bounce” Talley and Gary “Doc”
Wells are active participants
(though that’s certainly a point of
pride). But it’s also because the
route takes hundreds of those
bikes right past our office building
every year. And every year we
stop what we’re doing and run
outside to greet them with an
American flag salute as they
come by.
It’s a stirring sight to see and
one we always look forward to.
The run takes about 10 days and
concludes with the ultimate stop
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

ROSES, too, go to the other big
Memorial Day event in D.C., Rolling
Thunder – a spectacle in which many
truckers participate.
In related ROSES, these go out
to Volvo Trucks for creating the
2017 tribute truck. The VNR 640
with custom-designed graphics
participated in a Memorial Day
weekend ride to honor those who
have served in all branches of the
military. Their slogan: “We stand for
the flag and kneel for the fallen.”
And more ROSES to Mack Trucks,
which decked out a 2017 tribute truck
to honor our nation’s fallen defenders
and participated in Rolling Thunder.
Well, Volvo and Mack, consider this
a return salute from us to you.

ROSES to the Wyoming Department
of Transportation for adding Wi-Fi
to several of its state-owned rest
areas. Last spring, WYDOT added the
service to rest areas in Chugwater,
Dwyer Junction and Orin Junction
and announced plans for more at
Independence Rock and Bitter Creek.
It may not seem like that big of
a deal, but when you consider the
fact that – according to the website
DeadCellZones.com – Wyoming is
29th on the list of cellphone coverage
in states, it does make a difference to
truckers who depend on their phones
as lifelines in rural areas.
So thank you to Wyoming and here’s
hoping more states follow suit.

RAZZBERRIES to Mike Papantonio,
a lawyer who hosts a show on the
online network RT America. Billing
himself as “America’s Lawyer,”
Papantonio aired a recent segment
with the headline “Trucking Companies
Leave a Blood Trail in their Wake.”
Nope. Nothing controversial there.
In the segment he talks about trucks
rolling down the highways “at speeds
of 80 miles per hour or more” and
exaggerates the problem of driver
fatigue. It’s not nearly as much of a
factor as he makes it out to be. He

also completely ignores the fact that
in the majority of accidents involving
big trucks, the truck driver is not the
one at fault.
And while there is some truth to
what he had to say(he pointed out
that many employers are coercing
drivers into violating HOS regs) it’s
the way in which he said it that truly
deserves the RAZZBERRIES.
Horrifying headlines and
misleading claims are not a good
way to get your message across.
But the truth is he probably scared
enough regular folks out there that
he might get a phone call or two
and maybe a big, fat settlement out
of the deal. And that’s really what
it’s all about for guys like this. So
maybe it was an effective message
after all.

RAZZBERRIES to the
state of Rhode Island
for going ahead with its
plan to enact truck-only tolls
throughout the state. Earlier
this year the state announced
that the first locations will
open on Interstate 95 – one
near Hopkinton and another in
Exeter. There are going to be
14 locations total when all is
said and done.
This has been a bad idea
from the beginning. It unfairly
penalizes truckers who – let us
not forget, Rhode Island – bring
pretty much everything your
state needs to survive.
While we’re on the subject,
let’s also hand out some
ROSES to State House
Minority Leader Patricia
Morgan for introducing a bill
in April that would repeal the
truck-only tolls. On behalf of all
of the rolling piggy banks out
there we salute the effort. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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