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EDITOR’SPAGE
Sandi Soendker EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

No, it does not say ‘Hotel CRAP’
The headline on Page 20? It’s
“Hotel CPAP” (as in “you can check
out … but you can never leave”
your sleep device). Staff Writer
Mark Schremmer tells readers a
sleep apnea story about OOIDA
Life Member Bob Stempinski, a
frustrated trucker from Beecher, Ill.
The latest on ELDs. On Page 28,
Schremmer reports more info on the
upcoming electronic logging device
mandate. The mandate is set to go
into effect in December, and OOIDA
and its active membership continue
to fight the rule. The Association has

What will the NAFTA
redo mean for the
cross-border Mexican
truck program?

truckers don’t miss much. But if
you sense suspicious activity or see
someone you think may be a victim
of sex trafficking, do you make
a call? Do you know the national
hotline number? On Page 56, Staff
Writer Mark Schremmer reports
solid advice from Truckers Against
Trafficking. And on Page 57, I share
that time I didn’t make the call.
And on that topic, did you know at
least 28 states plus Washington, D.C.,
have adopted measures to combat
human trafficking. State Legislative
Editor Keith Goble rounds up new
activity in six more states, including
Kansas, where Truckers Against
Trafficking’s Kylla Lanier provided
testimony to the Senate Judiciary
Committee. Page 32.

New York HUT. Did we say
$44.4 million? Awarded to truckers?
Yes, we did and that’s the amount
that will be distributed to members
of the class in the New York
tax refund litigation we’ve been
reporting. It’s a major victory for
OOIDA and the $44.4 million is an
amount that gets attention. In this
issue, Executive Vice President Todd
Spencer answers the question: Who
gets the money?
Also in this issue, the most
frequently asked questions on the
distribution and more. Page 45.

NAFTA renegotiation. As we
wrap up the June issue of Land
Line, the U.S. has a new trade
czar. The addition of U.S. Trade
Representative Robert Lighthizer
to President Trump’s Cabinet fills
another empty seat, but importantly
it’s the first step toward renegotiation
of NAFTA. The president recently
announced his agreement not to
pull the U.S. out of NAFTA; he
would renegotiate instead. At the
swearing-in ceremony on May 15,
Lighthizer promised to carry out
the wishes of the White House and
“reverse” America’s “dangerous
trade policies.” What will the redo
mean for the controversial crossborder Mexican truck program? And
with longstanding cases pending
before two appellate courts, what
could possibly be next for OOIDA?
Update and analysis on Page 42.

Eyes and ears. Highways,
byways, rest stops, parking lots –

Standing room only. The OOIDA
Spring Board Meeting in April

petitioned the U.S. Supreme Court
to review the lower court’s dismissal
and has appealed to DOT Secretary
Elaine Chao to drop the rule.

10 LAND LINE

brought to town more than 20 Board
members (and spouses), members
of OOIDA’s D.C. staff, attorneys
from The Cullen Law Firm, and a
number of others. The board room
was packed. Beginning on Page 48
is our “behind-closed-doors” report,
including the announcement of new
Board members and winners of this
year’s scholarships.
Blue blood. OOIDA Member Jake
Robak is married to a cop. His wife,
Stephanie, is a police officer and
dispatcher with the Melrose, Minn.,
police department. She dispatches
for Morrison County PD out of Little
Falls. Together, they operate Robak
Auto Transport out of Rice, Minn.
The Robaks’ eye-popping 2006
Peterbilt is an astounding tribute to
law enforcement. Contributing Field
Editor Suzanne Stempinski reports
the story on this neat pair and their
trophy-grabbing truck. You’ll find
“When Smokey marries the Bandit”
on Page 58.
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:
Knight-Swift. The merger of
Knight Transportation and Swift
has been a hot topic with truck
drivers. Is it indicative of the future
of trucking economics? Staff Writer
Tyson Fisher went to recognized
transportation analyst Donald
Broughton with your questions.
Page 46.
Thanks to Western Star, you’ll
be seeing OOIDA’s Jon Osburn
driving a brand-new Spirit tour
truck. It is a knockout. Pics and
details on Page 70. LL
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have probably
noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen a headline
with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the corner on
featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck is that?”
Well, Tandem
Thoughts is
where the Land
Line media team
shares opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid
discussion. We
drop honesty
bombs, we poke
fun, we offer
provocative
analysis of news and events of interest to truckers. No topic is off
limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting as Managing Editor
Jami Jones did recently when she took the Senate Subcommittee
on Transportation to task for failing to take small-business truckers’
voices into account. Or, something a little more fun like a recent piece
Staff Writer Tyson Fisher did on a new “truckers only” online dating
service.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting a
daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day it’s
posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for free. To
sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/Subscribe,
and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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Help when you need it...

One of the most important benefits available to all OOIDA members is access to
information and business resources. Over the years, OOIDA’s Business Services
Department has provided thousands of members with critical information for their
particular situation or to help them run their business more efficiently.
• Information assistance
• Interpreting federal regulations
• Compliance assistance
• Warranty issues
• Lease agreement review
• Carrier complaints
• Broker/Carrier agreement review
• Form 2290/HVUT filing

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Authority application and filings
Permit and licensing
Oregon bonds
Drug & alcohol testing
SCAC codes
BOC3 service (free for OOIDA members)
IFTA tax reporting (through third-party vendor)

If you need assistance or information regarding your trucking business, want help in
handling some of the paperwork, or are seeking advice on what you believe to be unfair
business practices and treatment, call OOIDA Business Services.

Call 800-444-5791

(or from your cell phone: 816-229-5791)
JUNE 2017
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Commentary
New York HUT: Does OOIDA
get ÔmostÕ of the money?
A core component of OOIDA’s mission
is to vindicate the constitutional rights
Todd Spencer
OOIDa EXECuTIVE of its members in court. That is what the
New York tax lawsuit was all about –
VICE PRESIDENT
knocking out New
York’s collection
This also serves as a
of unconstitutional
warning to other states
taxes from
who might be tempted
OOIDA members.
Whenever OOIDA
to impose similar taxes.
obtains a monetary
victory in favor
of its members, the Association does not “get most
of the money.” Rather, the class members get the
money subject to court-approved attorney fees and
expenses.
In the New York tax refund litigation in particular,
class members will receive a substantial refund,
including a payment of 6 percent interest by the state
of New York.
Class members will receive between $11.55 and
$13.15 for each $15 or $19 registration tax they paid,
depending on the year of payment. This certainly is
not a pennies-on-the-dollar result.
In addition to the monetary recovery, OOIDA

members benefit from the Association’s ongoing
litigation efforts to stop violations of their rights.
In this case, for example, OOIDA also obtained an
injunction against New York, prohibiting it from
engaging in future unconstitutional conduct. This
also serves as a warning to other states who might be
tempted to impose similar taxes. And, if that happens,
members can always be assured that OOIDA will be
there to protect their rights, to stop illegal conduct,
and to knock out bad laws and regulations.
After all class members have been paid, and
pursuant to court order, any remaining funds may
be used for charitable purposes by the OOIDA
Foundation, a not-for-profit organization. The OOIDA
Foundation funds and sponsors research concerning
economic and safety issues affecting the motor carrier
industry, specifically focused on drivers, owneroperators and small fleets. The Foundation also funds
the OOIDA Mary Johnston Scholarship Program,
which has been assisting the children, grandchildren
and legal dependents of OOIDA members in their
efforts to gain a higher education since 1998.
Over the years, OOIDA lawsuits have been
responsible for refunds for more than $100 million
that was wrongfully taken from truckers. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
JUNE 11, 1900
the mack brothers co., which is
now known as mack trucks, was
founded. the company started as a
manufacturer of buses and trolleys
and manufactured its first truck in
1907.
JUNE 27, 1985
route 66, a historic highway that
measured 2,200 miles from chicago
to santa monica, calif., was officially

removed from the u.s. highway
system. route 66, which still has
signage in some areas but is no
longer an official u.s. highway, had
served as an important part of the
trucking industry.
JUNE 29, 2006
indiana received a $3.8 billion bid
from cintra-macquarie for the right to
maintain, operate and collect tolls on
the 157-mile indiana toll road for the

How to shareYOUR OPINION

following 75 years. the consortium
filed for bankruptcy in 2014.
JUNE 27, 2014
Transformers: age of Extinction was
released in the united states. a
custom western star 5700Xe was
used as optimus Prime in the film.
a western star 4900eX wrecker
was also part of the cast as the
decepticon onslaught.



have a comment, special concern? agree or disagree with an editorial? mail us or email us. send to letters to the editor,
land line Magazine, P.o. box 1000, grain valley, mo 64029 or fax to 816-443-2227. if you would like to email a letter to
the editor for use in land line Magazine and/or the land line website, there’s an easy form at LandLineMag.com or
simply email your views to letters@landlinemag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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On the (toll) road again
Here’s a question for you truckers out there:
Remember the Indiana Toll Road and the
Terry Scruton
“laND lINE NOW”
75-year lease that was signed that was
SENIOR
CORRESPONDENT
going to make the state millions of dollars
in transportation funding? Remember how
that money was gone just a few short years
into that lease? Remember how tolls for trucks tripled
in that state? Remember how the company that
ran the toll road went bankrupt in spite of all that?
Remember all of the “razzberries” we gave to Indiana
over the years because of it?
Sure you do. We all do. It’s too bad the Indiana
General Assembly and Gov. Eric Holcomb seem to
have forgotten about it. They’ve recently passed a bill
that would – among other things – allow the governor
to pursue tolling certain portions of interstates with
little, if any, oversight from the general assembly.
What could possibly go wrong?
In case your memory is as short as the Indiana

government’s, I direct your eyes to two paragraphs
above this one. The answer, of course, is plenty.
Plenty could go wrong and plenty did go wrong the
last time they tried this idea. So what makes them
think it’s a good idea to try it again? Temporary
amnesia? Temporary insanity? I’d say it’s more likely
a case of temporary blindness caused by all of the
dollar signs flashing before their eyes.
Add those toll-road dollar signs to the ones flashing
from all of the taxes they intend to raise on fuel
(diesel prices will jump by 31 cents when all is said
and done) and it’s clear the state of Indiana plans to
milk truckers for every cent they can get.
We get that the state is in dire need of
transportation dollars. Most states are these days, it
seems. But going back to that same well – the one
that not only ran dry but then collapsed in on itself
the last time you used it – doesn’t make any sense. It
won’t make any dollars either. LL

Spirit Airlines’ motto: ‘Less money, more go’
By Sandi Soendker
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Pilot shortage. That’s what Floridabased Spirit Airlines is calling the
problem that forced it to cancel
or delay 15 percent of its flights
in 30 days. More accurately, it’s a
shortage of pilots willing to work
long hours for cheap pay.
Spirit describes itself as the
leading “ultra-low-cost carrier” in
the United States, the Caribbean,
the Bahamas and Latin America.
The company is cheap and happy
with that reputation. When its
planes sit on the runway with no
pilots to fly them, Spirit is not so
happy. It’s a calamity – much like
in trucking. No matter whose fault
it is, the situation quickly triggers
panic with consumers.
Airline execs say it’s the pilots’
fault for refusing to fly extra
hours. Spirit accuses them of being
troublemakers and conspiring in an

JUNE 2017

attempt to get treated better. The
fact that Spirit overbooks flights
doesn’t make the situation any
better.
Spirit’s motto is “Less money,
more go.” No doubt, the “more
go” part relies on squeezing every
bit of productivity out of their
pilots – right up to the last minute
of the Flight Time Limitation
Rules. Truckers will relate to this
maximum efficiency mindset.
As flights continued to strand
travelers in early May, the airlines
got a temporary restraining order
enjoining the pilots and the Airlines
Pilot Association. The U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of
Florida ordered them back to work.
Spirit’s union council notified
Spirit pilots in a May 9 memo that
they were “hereby enjoined from
participating or encouraging any
interference with air operations.”
That means sick-outs, slowdowns,

or concerted refusals to accept
voluntary or overtime flight
assignments.
In addition, pilots are enjoined
from making concerted efforts to
taxi too slow, write up maintenance
items, call in fatigued (let that sink
in), or refuse to fly or say no to
voluntary or overtime flying.
Wait a minute … pilots cannot
refuse voluntary flying or
overtime? Is it just me, or does the
word “voluntary” mean you don’t
have to do it?
Meanwhile, air travelers remain
fed up with Spirit Airlines and its
canceled flights. TV and online
video are still showing police
breaking up fights, trying to handle
screaming passengers, and even
arresting people.
It’s similar to how shoppers
might be if there was no toilet
paper delivered to stores for a
month. LL
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facebook.com/OOIDA
facebook.com/LandLineMag

Electronic logging mandate
(EditorÕs note: Facebook has been hopping with conversations
by truckers with real concerns about the electronic logging
mandate. Here’s a sampling of the points being discussed.)
The current climate of hoursof-service regulations on truck
drivers makes this industry, which
is the backbone of the American
economy, very unattractive to work
in. High-quality drivers are leaving
the industry every day because
the hours-of-service regulations
severely dampen the ability to have
a quality home life. The overbearing
regulations on how drivers make a
living are a major infringement on
their unalienable right to the pursuit
of happiness. One-size-fits-all HOS
regulations do not work, and ELDs
will only make it worse. Drivers
need to be given the ability to use
common sense on the road.
Jason Scharbach
FMCSA staff go home every night of
the week while we are sometimes
stuck on the side of the road in
unknown places in the freezing
cold or in the extreme heat! How
far would you have to go from the
Secretary of Transportation down
before you find a CDL driver?
FMCSA is not looking out for the
best interests of commercial truck
drivers! If so, why are there only
four commercial drivers on the
board and only one of them has
over a quarter of a million miles?
Michael D. Lindsay
Everyone keeps telling me the
rates will go up. Well, they said
that when California mandated the
new motors to go into California
and how long did that last? Just

check us out on facebook.
com/ooida and facebook.
com/landlinemag. we
will keep you updated on
association news and the
latest happenings in the industry.

JUNE 2017

long enough for us to update our
equipment. The damn government
should think ahead before they
put this on us. One example is
parking. It’s bad enough now to
find a parking spot at night to take
our 10-hour break. People tell me
to shut down early. My question
is why should we be punished
because of federal guidelines?
That’s going to cause nothing but
problems.
Rick Riley
Most of these ELDs are a cheap
GPS device tied to a phone. How
long before we can buy a program
to hack the thing and make up the
logbook entry anyway. If they think
this will stop logbook violations they
are seriously kidding themselves.
Another way for a few to make
millions from truckers.
Winfield Win Rinkle
A funny thing happened on my way
to the last listening session: FMCSA
used none of the information given
to them from all stakeholders. So
I find it a moot (point) for them to
do this again. Who is paying for it?
OK, thought so. It is very clear, very
clear, that the ELD mandate will do
little to improve safety. In fact, it
may do the exact opposite, at least
in the beginning. It will cut down
on HOS violations, but again those
are not root causes when talking
safety.
Jeff Fitzgerald

if you’re on twitter, give us a
follow – twitter.com/ooida and
twitter.com/land_line_mag
share real-time buzz on trucking
with your association and land line.
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
land line offers polls on its website at
LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions on
issues of interest. Here are some recent polls and their
results. Please note, the numbers have been rounded
and therefore sometimes may not equal 100 percent.

What methods do you use to
communicate with your lawmakers?
Call ...................................................................15%
Write (snail mail) ............................................... 4%
Email.................................................................27%
Facebook ............................................................ 0%
Twitter................................................................. 4%
A combination of the above ............................50%
Owner-operators, how many states
do you routinely run?
1-5 ...................................................................32%
6-10 .................................................................18%
11-20 ...............................................................15%
21-30 ...............................................................15%
I go everywhere there is
good paying freight.................................21%
Do you schedule vacation time
during Roadcheck?
Yes ....................................................................25%
No ....................................................................31%
No, it’s not worth it. Every
day is Roadcheck. ....................................45%
When faced with a possible trafficking
situation, but do not want to call 911 and be
wrong, would you be more likely to call the
TAT hotline?
Yes ....................................................................78%
No, I do not want to be wrong
and cause problems .................................22%
Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click in
one of the circles to indicate the answer that best ﬁts your
opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you
up-to-date results, with your opinion included.
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Member PERSPECTIVE
By Gordon Alkire, OOIDA life member
Riley, Kan.

Glory days of truckin’

Back in the old days, I had a good
rapport with the enforcement officers and
scalemasters. Once in North Carolina, I pulled
an oversize load into an inspection site. The
officer was a mature gentleman with a quick
smile. I took advantage of it. He asked how my
logs were. I told him they were not feeling very
well today.
He asked me if I pulled up over there could I
“get them well” again? Yes, I thought I could. I
pulled up, brought
the logs up to
date, and began
to walk back. He
waved me on. I
told him, “Nope,
I am a man of my
word and I am going to show you I did as you
asked.”
A few days later I was returning with another
oversize load and there he was again. He
waved me on with a smile, not asking to see
the logs or inspecting my truck. That just does
not happen in today’s trucking world anymore.
Back then, we did not hide in the corner
booth in the truck stop. We knew the person
sitting alone at the table was a trucker by his
clothes and demeanor and just asked and sat
down. Many truck stops had a round table
with a “truckers only” sign over it. At times
three or four strangers sat down, shook hands,
chatted, ate, and left with new friends to
remember. Many times we convoyed down the
road afterward. Back then, the clock was not
ticking.
We sat and listened to the older hands talk
about how to load and secure a D7 Cat or a
JD combine or how a cop was having a bad
day and to avoid his location before 4 o’clock
when he went home.
I feel it has a lot to do with attitude – both of
the officer and the drivers. Society is changing
in many places, too many places. LL

We were treated
like family
wherever we went.
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MEDICAL CERTIFICATION

Despite doctor’s
blessing, trucker
not allowed to leave
machine behind

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer
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OOIDA Life Member Bob Stempinski had multiple surgeries to correct
his sleep apnea, and he’s lost 60 pounds. But his certified medical
examiner would not give him a medical card unless he continued to use
a CPAP machine.

immediately when the hose comes off. Then I have to adjust
my mask and try to go back to sleep.”
He figured there had to be a better way. In 2015, Bob
went to a doctor who performed a series of surgeries, which
included repairing a deviated septum, widening his throat
and sinuses, and shaving his epiglottis. After the surgeries,
JUNE 2017
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eeking a better night’s sleep,
OOIDA Life Member Bob
Stempinski chose to undergo a
sleep study in 2002.
The longtime truck driver was
diagnosed with obstructive sleep
apnea and was told he needed
to start using a CPAP machine.
Stempinski used the mask but never felt
comfortable wearing it. Eventually, he
hoped to eliminate his apnea so that he
could sleep without a CPAP.
Little did Stempinski know, however, that
he had opened a door that he since has never
been able to close.
Despite undergoing several surgeries to correct
the condition, losing 60 pounds, and being told by
his pulmonologist that he no longer needed a CPAP,
Stempinski’s certified medical examiner from Concentra
refused to give him a medical card unless he could prove he
was still using the machine.
“Welcome to Hotel California,” said Suzanne Stempinski,
an OOIDA life member and Bob’s wife. “You can check
out, but you can never leave. That’s what it feels like.”
“It’s been a nightmare,” Bob said. “These people have so
much control over your life. No matter what you say, there’s
no flexibility at all. I’m so frustrated. I don’t know which
way to turn.
“I’ve had specialists tell me to do it one way, and then I
start to get better. Then I go to the clinic, and they tell me
to change what the specialist said so that they can monitor
me. But if my doctor says I don’t have sleep apnea, what
do I have to be monitored for? The way it is now for truck
drivers, once you get on a CPAP they won’t let you off.”
Bob Stempinski has slept with a CPAP machine for almost
15 years since the diagnosis. He said he has gone through
four machines over the years and that he always has had
difficulties sleeping with a CPAP. Constantly tossing and
turning in bed, he said he commonly knocks the hose off in
his sleep.
“I wake up three or four times a night with it,” Bob
said. “I don’t stay in one position, and it wakes me up

should undergo a sleep study to see if they suffer from sleep
the Stempinskis said the pulmonologist told him to stop using
apnea. Truckers with other “risk factors” should be tested if
a CPAP and begin using a mandibular appliance, which is an
they have a BMI of 33 or greater, the MRB said.
oral device used to treat mild or moderate sleep apnea.
After losing 60 pounds, Bob is 5-foot-10 and 203 pounds,
According to the Stempinskis, a doctor at Concentra
which equates to a BMI of 29.1. If he hadn’t been previously
overruled the request and told him he needed to continue
diagnosed with sleep apnea, Stempinski would need to gain
using a CPAP in order to receive a medical card for his
almost 30 pounds to even be tested for the condition under the
commercial driver’s license. In order to keep his CDL,
review board’s suggestions.
Stempinski complied.
Still, Stempinski was told the only way he could start
But in August 2016, Stempinski was diagnosed with acute
driving again would be if he
pancreatitis and was hospitalized for
started using the CPAP again. A
more than four months. During that
time, the doctors didn’t want him to
“Welcome to Hotel California,” truck driver for about 40 years, he
wasn’t willing to give up his CDL.
use a CPAP. He also lost 60 pounds
said Suzanne Stempinski,
Going against the advice of his
and has kept the weight off by eating
an OOIDA life member and
pulmonologist, Stempinski began
healthier.
After being released from the
Bob’s wife. “You can check out, using the CPAP again so that he
could return to work.
hospital, the 65-year-old from
but you can never leave.
After documenting his use of the
Beecher, Ill., went through months
CPAP 11 days, Stempinski was
of therapy. Once recovered, a much
That’s what it feels like.”
finally issued a medical card weeks
lighter Stempinski went in for
after his primary care physician
another sleep study. The test revealed
cleared
him
to
return
to
work.
The Stempinskis have to cope
that he had basically no apneic episodes if he slept on his
with the loss of wages, as well as medical costs that his
side. The pulmonologist recommended that instead of using a
insurance doesn’t cover. The Concentra certified medical
CPAP, Stempinski should use a device that forces patients to
examiner also required Bob to undergo an echocardiogram
sleep on their side. Not only is sleeping on your side thought
even though his primary care physician said there was no
to open airways and reduce snoring, but Stempinski’s doctor
need.
also wanted to avoid having him sleep on his back to prevent
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association is
fluid building up in his lungs and his contracting pneumonia.
investigating the complaint on behalf of the Stempinskis.
“On his side, he has a normal apnea hypopnea index of
“It’s clearly the intent of FMCSA that certified medical
3.3, which is not significant,” Stempinski’s pulmonologist
examiners are not to make any diagnosis or change treatment
wrote on March 30. “He has no daytime sleepiness and
programs that are being prescribed by the driver’s treating
is purchasing a side-sleeping device. As long as he is
physician,” said Dale Watkins, of OOIDA’s regulatory affairs
side-sleeping, there are no driving restrictions from my
department. “The certified medical examiners are to record
standpoint.”
and document the diagnosis and treatments.
Bob purchased the side-sleeping device and reported having
“The doctor said it was DOT regulation. It’s not a DOT
success. He said he was sleeping better, and Suzanne said
regulation. In fact, FMCSA encourages people to lose weight
he wasn’t snoring. He also passed a physical that included
or have surgery to get away from a CPAP machine. She’s
having him lift 135 pounds, and his primary care physician
forcing him to use a CPAP against the advice of his personal
cleared him to return work on April 3 with no restrictions.
physician. As of right now, he’s using it in order to be able to
However, the certified medical examiner disagreed. The
get his medical card.”
Stempinskis said the Conentra CME refused to accept the
Watkins said the certified medical examiner was
treatment plan, claiming a Department of Transportation
“overstepping” her role, and he has reached out to the
regulation prevented Bob from ever receiving a CDL without
FMCSA and Concentra in order to remedy the situation.
evidence he was using a CPAP machine.
Concentra defended its doctor, saying she followed the
The problem is that there is no DOT regulation that requires
FMCSA’s medical review board’s recommendations.
a truck driver to continue using a CPAP when the patient’s
As of press time, Stempinski’s medical card was good
primary doctors advise otherwise. In fact, then President
for only 30 days. After that, he was scheduled for more
Barack Obama signed a law in 2013 that required the Federal
exams to receive medical cards for 90 days and six months,
Motor Carrier Safety Administration to go through its
respectively.
rulemaking process rather than simply issuing guidance about
“They force you to do it their way or you won’t have a job,”
sleep apnea. No regulation has ever been made.
Bob said. “If I don’t use the CPAP, I won’t get a medical card
Meanwhile, the FMCSA’s Medical Review Board has
and I won’t be able to drive. I have no choice.” LL
recommended that truck drivers with a body mass index of 40
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The beat goes onÉ
A new transportation secretary has large
motor carriers striking up the band to
play a familiar tune when it comes to
pushing their so-called safety agenda
Alliance is a big proponent of
speed limiters, electronic logs, hair
new president and a new
testing for drugs, and an increase
Cabinet means an opportunity
in the minimum for liability
for new dialogue and fresh
insurance. Alongside those items,
perspective on issues of federal
they advocate for the inclusion of
regulation. But a group of
onboard safety technologies such
so-called pro-trucking advocates
as collision mitigation systems and
representing some of the largest
for beefing up pre-employment
motor carriers in the nation
screenings, background checks
continue to trot out the same old
and driver training programs that
song-and-dance when it comes to
“exceed federal standards.”
adding burdensome regulations
“These standards can improve
the safety and security
of commercial drivers,
The Foundation attributes that lack
as well as the motoring
of tangible benefit to what it described public with whom we
share the highways,”
as the “ready, fire, aim” approach
the letter states.
FMCSA has taken toward crafting
The letter goes on to
regulations that don’t address the
bang out all the familiar
problems or concerns of the industry.
notes that alleged safety
advocates have been
to the industry in the name of
trumpeting for decades: ELDs will
“safety.”
“save lives” and improve truckers’
In an April letter to Secretary of
quality of life; hair-testing for
Transportation Elaine Chao, the
controlled substances will save
Trucking Alliance asked the newly
companies from “spending
minted administrator to support
unnecessarily on a second urine
their agenda for safety reform.
exam;” all trucks, whether
The Alliance is made up of
engaging in interstate or intrastate
several large motor carriers,
commerce and whether old or new,
including J.B. Hunt, U.S. Xpress,
should have a maximum speed of
Swift Transportation, KLLM
no more than 65 mph to reduce the
Transport Services and Maverick.
severity of injuries and fatalities in
Among the proposals touted by
large truck crashes; and minimum
the Alliance are the usual suspect
insurance premiums should
policies with dubious claims to
be increased from the current
making the roadways safer. The
$750,000 minimum imposed by
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

A
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federal law.
In response to the Alliance’s
letter, the OOIDA Foundation
developed a point-by-point rebuttal
of the purported safety benefits
of the Alliance’s agenda, and a
request for relief for an industry
that OOIDA says has been
overburdened with regulation.
According to the Foundation’s
research, between 2010 and
2016 the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration alone has
promulgated 71 final rules upon
the truck and bus industries, many
of which have had no positive
effect on safety.
Case in point – a proposed
speed limiter mandate. When it
comes to speed limiters, OOIDA
has repeatedly pointed out that
research contradicts the claimed
“safety benefits” of forcing large
vehicles to move slower than
the rest of traffic. In fact, such
a mandate would likely make
roads less safe, and increase the
number of interactions and the
maneuvering between passenger
and commercial vehicles.
The claimed benefits of an ELD
mandate are equally suspect,
according to research by the
Foundation. The response points
out that the baseline establishing
how electronic logs will benefit
the industry was built on research
from three companies that installed
the devices as a means to address
their “habitual HOS compliance
violations.” In its own Regulatory
Impact Analysis, FMCSA admitted
point-blank that it was “not able to
construct statistically significant
measures of safety improvement”
on carriers with ELDs, because
Continued on Page 24
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crashes involving CMVs are a rare
occurrence.
But the Foundation’s takedown
of the Alliance’s agenda doesn’t
stop there. Calling the hair-testing
provision “a solution in search of a
problem” the Foundation points out
that fewer than 50 of the 30,000plus fatal motor vehicle crashes
in 2013 involved a tractor-trailer
driver operating a vehicle under
the influence of drugs or alcohol.
The Foundation also pointed out
that studies of the effectiveness of
hair testing have shown that the
method can be biased based on hair
color and texture – particularly for
individuals with dark hair – making
it a less reliable form of testing than
the standard urinalysis.
“The Trucking Alliance has
yet to demonstrate that they have

Circle LAND
No. 94 on
Response Card
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experienced a reduction in crash
rate since their voluntary adoption
of hair testing; neither have they
presented evidence showing that
their hair testing labs meet the
rigorous standards of scientific
methodology for testing or that their
hair testing equipment and protocol
has been consistent and unbiased,”
the Foundation stated.
The Foundation’s analysis
also points out that more than
99 percent of the damages
associated with truck accidents
fall under existing liability
requirements. FMCSA’s own data
shows that the insurance costs
associated with most crashes is
$18,000, and that “the vast majority
of CMV-caused crashes have
relatively small cost consequences.”
The Foundation attributes that

lack of tangible benefit to what it
described as the “ready, fire, aim”
approach FMCSA has taken toward
crafting regulations that don’t
address the problems or concerns of
the industry.
“While the total number of
crashes consistently decreased by
27.5 percent from 2004 to 2009,
crashes have increased by
56 percent from 2010 to 2015.
And that’s despite the influx of
federal regulations,” the Foundation
stated. “OOIDA contends that a
decrease in flexibility, along with
an intensification of regulatory
burdens, has created an unsafe
and unrealistic environment for
the trucking industry, especially
the small-business trucker who
represents 96 percent of the
industry.” LL
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FMCSA files response to OOIDA’s medical certification lawsuit
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

he Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration asked
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit
to deny the Owner-Operators Independent Drivers
Association’s petition that claims the agency bypassed the
rulemaking process in its rule on medical examiners.
FMCSA filed the response to OOIDA on April 13. The
lawsuit surrounds a final rule FMCSA issued in April 2015
that required certified medical examiners, who perform
physicals on drivers of commercial motor vehicles, to use a
new medical form. As of press time, oral arguments for the
case have not been set.
The agency announced it was creating procedures
by which medical examiners would submit the results
of driver medical examinations to the states so that a
driver’s medical certification would be combined with the
commercial driver’s license.
In its opening brief filed in January, OOIDA argued that
the FMCSA overstepped by adding regulations that didn’t
go through the rulemaking process.
At issue, OOIDA said the FMCSA incorporated into
the Code of Federal Regulations a detailed list of specific
medical criteria as Appendix A, which the agency didn’t
include in its notice of proposed rulemaking. Sleep apnea
was listed as one of the areas for medical examiners to
review when deciding whether or not to medically certify a
driver even though President Barack Obama signed a law
in October 2013 that required the FMCSA to use a formal
rulemaking process before requiring sleep apnea testing for
commercial truck drivers.
“The agency did not demonstrate a connection between
these medical criteria and driver safety,” OOIDA wrote.
“The agency did not ask for public comments on Appendix
A, nor did the agency evaluate the burden and cost of
evaluating and testing these medical criteria in a driver
examination.”
FMCSA contends that the petition doesn’t show an
injury caused by the rule.
“The petition rests on the incorrect contention that this
rule expands the examination and testing requirements to
include sleep disorders or sleep apnea,” FMCSA wrote.
“But the addition of sleep disorders and sleep apnea to the
driver health history section of the medical examination
report form and to the accompanying advisory guidance
occurred in 2000, fifteen years before adoption of the final
rule at issue here.
“The guidance merely restates the regulatory standard for
driver physical qualifications and tells medical examiners
what the agency thinks the regulation means.”
OOIDA argued that drivers are being medically
disqualified based on doctors’ beliefs that the sleep apnea
26 LAND LINE

guidelines are mandatory.
“By incorporating the medical condition of sleep
disorders, including obstructive sleep apnea, into both the
Medical Examination Report and Appendix A Medical
Criteria, the agency exceeded its authority under Public
Law 113-45, which requires the agency to perform a
rulemaking before incorporating any sleep disorder
standard into the medical certification process,” OOIDA
wrote.
OOIDA petitioned the FMCSA to reconsider the final
rule on May 22, 2015. The Association argued that the new
medical criteria, including sleep apnea, must be established
through a proper rulemaking process. OOIDA also
provided examples of its own members’ problems with
medical examiners interpreting the medical certification
inconsistently.
However, the FMCSA denied OOIDA’s petition for
reconsideration on Sept. 9, 2016, saying that the final rule
did not change the underlying medical examination criteria
and that the public had adequate notice and an opportunity
to comment.
“FMCSA violated the Administrative Procedure Act’s
notice and comment requirements when it adopted
Appendix A without first publishing it in its notice of
proposed rulemaking on May 10, 2013,” OOIDA argued.
“FMCSA violated the APA and the Motor Carrier Act for
both the Medical Examination Report expanded health
history and Appendix A when it provided no reasonable
basis or purpose establishing those medical criteria for how
a driver was to be examined and evaluated for medical
certification. The agency also violated the Motor Carrier
Act when it failed to consider the costs of implementing,
into the medial certification process, the medical criteria
listed in both the Medical Examination Report and
Appendix A.” LL
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Technical difficulties
Anxiety over the upcoming ELD mandate
prompts exemption requests, listening session
on the rule
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association agrees with many
of the Truck Renting and Leasing
Association’s concerns about the
electronic logging device (ELD)
mandate. However, OOIDA doesn’t
believe those concerns are exclusive to
the truck renting and leasing industry.
OOIDA submitted formal comments
on April 21 in opposition to the Truck
Renting and Leasing Association’s
request for an exemption to the ELD
mandate.
“OOIDA remains fundamentally
opposed to the ELD mandate and
believes the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration has failed to
address a number of issues regarding
its implementation,” OOIDA wrote.
“TRALA cites technical concerns
regarding interoperability of data
between devices, truck breakdowns,
and data transfer and liability concerns
as why their vehicles should be
exempted from the ELD mandate.
While these points are legitimate,
they are not limited to just the truck
renting and leasing industry. Carriers
of all sizes will encounter these
same problems, along with ELD
manufacturers and law enforcement
agencies if the ELD rule is not
delayed.”
The ELD mandate is set to take
effect Dec. 18 of this year. OOIDA
has long argued that mandatory ELDs
are unconstitutional under the search
and seizure provisions of the Fourth
Amendment, and the Association
recently petitioned the U.S. Supreme
Court to review the case.
In TRALA’s petition they note
that “requiring lessors to bear the
burden of safeguarding the data for
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each renter would expose the rental
company to tremendous risk, including
with respect to data security and data
protection.”
“Yet FMCSA is currently requiring
all carriers and drivers to purchase
ELD devices that have not met any
cybersecurity thresholds to protect
both their professional and personal
data,” OOIDA wrote.
TRALA also noted issues regarding
interoperability.
“The agency is therefore counting
on the marketplace to resolve the
issues that the agency itself failed
to resolve in its final rule,” TRALA
wrote. “Further, the agency has
declined to engage technical experts
of ELD manufacturers and users to
resolve these interoperability concerns
within the context of the rulemaking
process.”
Again, OOIDA agrees with
TRALA’s concerns, but argues that the
issue is a problem for all stakeholders,
not just rental and leasing companies.
“OOIDA understands many
significant technological concerns
with the ELD mandate remain
unresolved, including the certification
of devices, connectivity problems
in remote areas of the country,
cybersecurity vulnerabilities, and the
ability of law enforcement to access
information,” the Association wrote.
“Rather than approve TRALA’s or
any other industry specific request for
an exemption, FMCSA should delay
the current implementation date and
first address all of the outstanding
issues identified by industry
stakeholders.
“The ELD final rule is flawed,
and exempting one segment of the
trucking industry will not change
that.”

Meanwhile, the apparent anxiety
over the impending final rule
compliance deadline prompted
FMCSA to host a listening session
on May 9 to discuss technical
specifications of the rule.
The listening session announcement
prompted such immediate and
overwhelming response that there was
a waiting list of potential attendees.
That prompted OOIDA to call on
FMCSA to find more space for the
May 9 meeting and to hold additional
meetings on the mandate.
On April 26, OOIDA Executive Vice
President Todd Spencer sent a letter
to Daphne Jefferson, FMCSA deputy
administrator outlining OOIDA’s
concerns.
“Many members of OOIDA – the
drivers who are required to comply
with the ELD mandate in a matter
of months – had hoped to attend the
public meeting to share their concerns
with FMCSA officials. They thought
their insight would help your agency
better understand the myriad issues
that must be resolved to ensure a
seamless implementation,” Spencer
wrote.
“Unfortunately, in the time it took
many of these truckers to adjust their
schedules to accommodate travel to
Washington, D.C., attendance capacity
for the public meeting had already
been reached.”
The agency did not relocate or
reschedule the May 9 meeting and, as
of press time, had not announced dates
for additional listening sessions. LL
Managing Editor Jami Jones contributed
to this report.
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Lawmakers call for probe into impact of self-driving trucks on jobs
By Jami Jones, managing editor

Autonomous vehicles and all the technological wizardry
seem to be capturing headlines left and right. One pesky
question that truckers have been asking and are worried
about is finally getting its day.
What happens to all the people who make a living
driving trucks if the trucks don’t need drivers?
That’s the core question of a letter drafted by Sen. Susan
Collins, R-Maine, and Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., who are
respectively the chairman and the ranking member of the
Senate Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and
Urban Development.
The letter, sent in late April to the Government
Accountability Office, calls for an inquiry into the impact
that automated vehicles will have on the trucking-related
workforce.
“The transition to the greater use of automated vehicles
raises questions about the future of our national and
regional economies and workforce,” the pair wrote in the
letter. “Currently nearly 2 million people earn their living
operating and repairing heavy trucks and tractors.”

Collins and Reed also noted that many trucking-related
jobs are held by individuals in rural areas. A disruption in
trucking employment could lead to those individuals and
regional economies being “severely impacted.”
The two lawmakers are asking the GAO to delve into
not only the effects that automated trucks will have on
truck driver jobs, but also how fast it will happen. Going
beyond the employment prospects for humans given
the rise of the machines, they want to know what skills
and training will be needed to operate and maintain the
vehicles.
Collins and Reed also want the GAO to look into how
federally funded jobs and training programs – particularly
in the rural regions most likely to be hit hardest – are
preparing to assist drivers put out of work by the selfdriving trucks.
The letter was sent about the time a listening session
on autonomous vehicles was held by the Department
of Transportation. OOIDA representatives at the
session report it was less about policy and more about
“brainstorming” issues surrounding automated trucks. LL
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Time is right to go on the offensive
While there is no shortage of action
on Capitol Hill right now, there
seems to be a significant lull in
transportation and trucking-related
activities.
Health care, taxes and
investigations are grabbing the
attention of lawmakers and headlines
alike. It almost feels as if critical
transportation issues are yet again
being spurned in favor of more highprofile matters, but nothing could be
further from the truth.
President Trump has made
investing in infrastructure a top

These proposals are like
Kardashians. No matter
how unpopular they are,
they never really go away.
priority. I certainly don’t need to
remind you that our nation’s roads
and bridges desperately need a
robust investment plan. So, sooner
or later, Congress will have to
develop legislation that improves our
national transportation system.
The downside of infrastructure
spending packages is that
supplementary items tend to get
tacked on and tucked into the
legislation. Unfortunately, this is
how the proverbial sausage is made
in Washington. Think of things like
the electronic log mandate and other
shortsighted regulatory directives
surfacing in past highway bills.
So, while trucking issues aren’t at
the forefront of policy discussions
at the moment, it’s likely they will
be soon. Today is the perfect time to
educate lawmakers and staff about
30 LAND LINE

what is most important to drivers –
creating a sustainably-funded and
efficient transportation system, and
developing a sensible regulatory
environment that supports small
businesses.
Many groups, from mega-fleet
associations like the American
Trucking Associations and Trucking
Alliance to so-called safety groups,
are promoting their priorities for
future infrastructure legislation.
Don’t be fooled into thinking
that issues like raising insurance
requirements are perpetually on
the back burner simply because
OOIDA blocked their inclusion in
previous bills. These proposals are
like Kardashians. No matter how
unpopular they are, they never really
go away. And like Kardashians,
there’s always a new one you didn’t
know existed. The anti-trucker
agenda never stops.
That’s why it’s so critical for you
to take these “lulls” and play a bit of
offense. Call your elected officials
weekly. Get to know the legislative
assistant who handles trucking
related policies for your lawmakers.
Legislative assistants are typically
young and eager. Most make the
move from college directly to
Capitol Hill – two locations that
are rarely considered the real
world. Often, an LA’s knowledge
of the day-to-day struggles of
small businesses is limited, and
familiarity with the trucking industry
is virtually nonexistent. That is why
it is so important that you share
your experience and concerns. They
need to understand how the policies
advanced by Congress affect you
and your family.

You can pick one issue a week.
This week is ELDs and the need
to delay the regulation because
there are just too many problems
with the rule. Next week, emission
regulations and the problems they’ve
caused for your trucks. Week three,
talk about speed limiters.
When another group approaches
them to talk about how speed
limiters will make our roads
infinitely safer, they may remember
a story you shared involving a
15-mile backup with four-wheelers
whipping around trucks in a road
rage-fueled frenzy, and question the
effectiveness of limiting a truck’s
speed. They may even pick up the
phone and call you for more insight.
Think of it from an “Art of War”
perspective.
The best time to plan an attack
isn’t in the middle of a battle; it’s
during the lulls. When Congress
isn’t in the throes of negotiating a
new bill, that’s the time to strike.
Waiting to see what gets dropped in
the hopper puts you in an automatic
position of playing defense.
The administration is very clear
that it wants regulatory reform and
infrastructure investment. The time
has never been more perfect for the
voice of actual truck drivers to be
heard loud and clear in the halls of
Congress.
We have plenty of resources
for you to pull from on
FightingForTruckers.com. Feel free
to use the talking points and even
the “email your lawmaker” function
if you prefer to write rather than talk
on the phone.
Let’s go on the offense together.
The time is right. LL
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‘First Observers’ on the front lines of thwarting vehicle ramming attacks
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

When it comes to thwarting a potential terror attack
involving commercial vehicles, truck drivers play a
meaningful role in the first line of defense, according to
the federal agency tasked with overseeing security of the
traveling public.
A bulletin issued by the Transportation Security
Administration in May examines the risk of vehicle
ramming attacks involving commercial vehicles. Truck
drivers can play a role as an effective countermeasure to
foiling such an attack – specifically through participation
in TSA’s First Observer training program.
According to the bulletin, a vehicle ramming attack
is defined as “a form of attack in which a perpetrator
deliberately aims a motor vehicle at a target with the
intent to inflict fatal injuries or significant property
damage by striking with concussive force.” According to
the bulletin, terrorists have carried out 17 known vehicle
ramming attacks worldwide between 2014 and 2017,
resulting in 173 fatalities and 667 injuries.
“Would-be terrorists can be stopped by some of
the least-intrusive and lowest-cost means available:
meaningful security awareness,” the bulletin states.
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In 2017 alone, attacks in Jerusalem, London, and
Stockholm resulted in 15 deaths and 80 injuries.
First Observer Plus aims to encourage those on the
front lines of a potential terror attack to be vigilant and
to report suspicious transportation-related activity to a
dedicated hotline. The hotline has been responsible for
helping to thwart instances of terrorist activity in the U.S.,
including an attempted bus hijacking at Super Bowl XLV.
“Drivers have to be cognizant of their surroundings
and report activity that appears suspicious or out of the
norm,” said Doug Morris, OOIDA security operations
director.
First Observer video training is available for free via
the TSA’s website.
Among the indicators the bulletin urges truckers to
watch out for are unusual and unexplained modifications
to commercial vehicles, including reinforcing the front
bumper with metal plates; attempts by a commercial
vehicle driver to unnecessarily or unlawfully infiltrate
areas where crowds are gathered; and commercial
vehicles operated erratically at unusual times or in
unusual locations such as heavy pedestrian areas.
To report suspicious activity via the First Observer Plus
hotline, call 866-615-5150. LL
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

S

tates across the country are making inroads to curb
human trafficking. Some states detail help from
professional drivers.
Sex trafficking is described as one of the fastestgrowing criminal enterprises in the world generating
more than $32 billion annually. It’s estimated that more
than 20 million people are being trafficked worldwide.
In the U.S., victims are commonly transported along the
interstate highway system.
State officials have been busy in recent years acting to
combat sex trafficking. At least 28 states, and Washington,
D.C., have adopted, at least in part, a statewide model
created by the Iowa Motor Vehicle Enforcement/
Department of Transportation to use weigh stations, ports
of entry, rest stops, and state patrols to get the word out
about trafficking.
In July 2016, Ohio became the first state to implement
mandatory training via Truckers Against Trafficking.
TAT is a nonprofit organization that educates trucking
and travel plaza industry members on domestic sex
trafficking. The group touts 300,000 trucking industry
members registered as TAT trained through their website.
All new commercial drivers in Ohio now are provided
a one-hour training program. Every driver issued a CDL
in the state is also given a TAT wallet card that contains
information on how to report a tip to law enforcement
when suspecting human trafficking activities.
The training, however, is not required by state law.
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf announced
in March a new program to combat
trafficking. Three years ago the state
enacted a rule to define human trafficking
and give law enforcement tools described
as necessary to go after traffickers.
The new program authorizes the
state DOT to train staff at driver’s
licensing centers to notice signs
of a potential trafficking situation.
The agency is also distributing wallet
cards to CDL holders and applicants.
“Human trafficking has sadly become a
worldwide problem,” PennDOT Secretary
Leslie Richards said in a released statement.
“We at PennDOT are doing our part to help
spot victims and get them assistance.”
In addition to states enacting policy changes
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intended to fight trafficking, state lawmakers are also
taking steps to help.
A new law in Arkansas enacts a first-of-its-kind
statute to require commercial driver’s licensing tie-ins
with efforts to combat trafficking. Specifically, HB1923
puts in place a training course on human trafficking for
CDL applicants and truckers renewing their licenses.
Kansas, Maine and Texas are among the states pursuing
the same rule.
The Texas Senate voted to advance a bill to the House
to require training in identifying and reporting trafficking.
Sen. Sylvia Garcia, D-Houston, points out that in
2016 Texas had the second-highest number of human
trafficking victims with 670 cases reported. California led
the nation with 1,323 cases.
Garcia said truck drivers are in a unique position to
make a difference and stop traffickers who seek to exploit
victims and the transportation system for their personal
gain.
“We have nearly 200,000 truck drivers in the state of
Texas that can be our eyes and ears on the road and in
places like motels and truck stops where victims are being
exploited every day,” Garcia said in prepared remarks.
TAT’s Kylla Lanier provided testimony to Kansas
legislators during a recent Senate Judiciary Committee
hearing that truck drivers made nearly 1,600 calls to the
National Human Trafficking Resource Center during the
most recent one-year period.
Lanier testified there is much more to be done.
“If every driver, prior to hitting the road, had this lifesaving information and training, imagine how many more
calls will be made, imagine how many
victims will be recovered out of this
horrible reality, how many perpetrators –
both the traffickers and the buyers of
commercial sex – will be arrested.”
The state Senate unanimously approved
forwarding the bill to the House.
In Maine, the Transportation Committee
is also reviewing legislation to implement the
requirement.
Anyone who suspects
human trafficking
is taking place can
call the National Human
Trafficking Resource Center at
888-373-7888 and report what they
know. LL
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States taking steps to
combat human trafficking
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Four states pursue snow-free vehicle mandates
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

I

n preparation for the return of winter weather by year’s
end, state officials from the central and eastern parts of
the country are taking time to address concerns about snow
and ice removal from atop cars and trucks.
OOIDA and countless truck drivers are opposed to rules
that permit police to pull over drivers whose vehicles were
not cleared of snow or ice. They point out that facilities are
not readily available in states to accommodate clearance
mandates on trucks. Another problem is the practicality of
requiring people to climb atop large vehicles, and doing it
in less-than desirable conditions.
Rules covering concerns about accumulations atop
vehicles are already in place in states that include
Alabama, Connecticut, Georgia, Iowa, Michigan, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and
Wisconsin.
Pennsylvania law already allows police to ticket car
and truck drivers between $200 and $1,000 if the wintry
precipitation causes serious injury or death.
The Senate Transportation Committee voted
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unanimously to advance one bill that is intended to be
proactive. Specifically, the bill would permit police to pull
over truckers and other drivers solely for failure to clear
their vehicles of snow and ice.
“Current law says you can be fined if it causes serious
bodily injury or death. That’s not preventative at all,” said
Sen. Lisa Boscola, D-Northampton.
Boscola told committee members her bill is about raising
Continued on Page 93

LAND
LINE 33
Circle No. 226
on Response
Card

STATETREND

Five states consider billions in IOUs for road needs
By Keith Goble,
state legislative editor

S

tate lawmakers across the country
are devoting much of their time
this year to coming up with solutions
to address transportation funding
needs. As an alternative to increasing
taxes and fees, which are under
consideration in nearly half of all
states, multiple statehouses are opting
to look at borrowing needed money.
A new law in Utah taps general
obligation bonds to pay for work to
reduce congestion along the state’s
major highways. The bonds will be
secured via a pledge to use available
resources to repay bond holders.
The state is permitted to issue up to
$1 billion in bonds over four years. A
15-year payback period is included.
The Utah Transportation
Commission will choose projects to
prioritize. The commission will work
from a list of approved work.
Across the state line in Idaho, a
new law provides $320 million for
transportation work via bonds.
The state is now authorized to issue
$300 million in bonds to be repaid
using federal transportation funding.
The grant anticipation revenue vehicle
bonds, or GARVEE bonds, allow
states to borrow against their future
federal highway allocations. This
allows the state to get money needed
up front.
The Idaho Transportation Board will
decide which projects are selected and
allocate the bond proceeds.
Also included in the law is
authorization to shift 1 percent of
the state’s sales tax revenue to a new
program intended to expand state
highways. The sales tax revenue stems
from the state’s cigarette tax.
In addition, for the next two years
a portion of general fund surplus
will continue to be devoted to
transportation work. The allotment
was set to expire later this year.
The state will receive 60 percent of
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the proceeds via surplus funds, and
local governments will get 40 percent.
West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice
signed into law a bill that raises the
limit on GARVEE bonds to cover
highway work.
The amount the Division of
Highways is permitted to use to apply
for bonds is increased from $200
million to $500 million.

■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Bonds are among the most common
finance mechanisms used by states
to finance road and bridge projects,
representing billions of dollars in
outstanding debt nationwide. In the map
below is a breakdown of states that have
access to general obligation, revenue,
Build America, and Grant Anticipation
Revenue Vehicle bonds.
Certain exceptions apply in some states.

States that use general obligation bonds only: AK, CT, MN, NY, PA, SC, UT
States that use revenue bonds only: CO, HI, KS, MI, MO, NV
States that use GARVEE bonds only: ID, KY, MT, ND, NJ, OK
States that use general obligation bonds and GARVEE bonds: AR, CA,
DE, OH, RI, WA, WV
States that use revenue bonds and GARVEE bonds: AL, AZ, MD, NM, VA
States that use revenue bonds and general obligation bonds: FL, IL, LA,
OR, TX, VT, WI
States that use revenue bonds, general obligation bonds, and GARVEE
bonds: GA, MA, ME, MS, NH, NC
States that do not use bonds for transportation purposes: IA, IN, NE, SD,
TN, WY

Source: American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials

Funds can only be used to complete
interstate or other highway facilities
designated as part of the federal-aid
highway system or for toll bridges.
The bonds will be repaid within six
to 12 years.
A conference committee made up of
select members from both chambers at
the Minnesota Legislature has reached
agreement on a transportation funding
plan that taps bonds.
The Republican-led effort includes
borrowing $600 million for road

construction and the state’s Corridors
of Commerce program.
It is unclear whether Democratic
Gov. Mark Dayton will sign the bill
into law.
The Colorado Legislature has also
approved financing to help get road
work done. Gov. John Hickenlooper
is expected to sign into law a bill that
uses certificates of participation –
described by lawmakers as similar to
bonds – to raise $1.8 billion for roads
over the next 20 years. LL
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COLORADO

Regulations for nonconsensual heavy-duty toll proposed
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Colorado is one step closer to having
rules and regulations regarding
nonconsensual heavy-duty tows.
The Colorado Public Utilities
Commission released a proposed
set of regulations on April 12.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association and the
Colorado Motor Carriers Association
played roles in forming the proposal.
A nonconsensual tow generally
includes all law enforcementdispatched tows to clear the roadway
after an accident. In these situations,
truck drivers aren’t afforded the
opportunity to check the prices and
services offered by multiple tow
companies. It is not uncommon for
heavy-duty towing bills to result
in charges of $20,000 or $30,000.
In some cases, commissions
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determined that the invoices were
inflated by $10,000 or more.
“The key point of this proposal
is that heavy-duty nonconsensual
towing will be regulated by
Colorado,” said Mike Matousek,
OOIDA director of government
affairs. “Hopefully these rules will
deter companies from overcharging.
If not, our members will now
have the ability to file a complaint
with the Colorado Public Utilities
Commission.”
Matousek said the Colorado Motor
Carriers Association played a big
part in getting a 2013 law passed
requiring the Colorado Public
Utilities Commission to create rules
and maximum rates for heavy-duty
nonconsensual tows.
“We want to set a more predictable
environment out there. When a law
enforcement officer calls someone

for a nonconsensual tow because
of an accident or breakdown, they
know they’re not going to get ripped
off,” said Greg Fulton, CMCA
president.
Fulton said the proposal is about
making the rules fair for everyone
involved and that it isn’t intended
to be a fight against the towing
industry.
“The good news is that I think we
will have something that will be fair
not only to our trucking companies
and our owner-operators, but also
to towing folks,” Fulton said. “We
know they need to make a living.
We recognize that the vast majority
of these folks try to do it right.”
The CPU commissioners are
expected to vote on the proposal
soon. If approved, the proposed
regulations would go into effect on
Jan. 1, 2018. LL
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Indiana enacts ‘harmful’ roads plan
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

ore taxes and fees that will hit
truckers in Indiana hard are
weeks away from reality. To make
matters worse, toll roads are likely
in the not too distant future.
Gov. Eric Holcomb has signed
into law a bill touted to help the
state address the $2 billion annually
needed for roads over the next 20
years.

M

“We do need to have some
form of compensation
from those folks who do
not stop in our state for as
much as a Snickers bar.”
– Rep. Ed Soliday, R- Valparaiso

OOIDA says multiple provisions
in the law are cause for concern
for trucking businesses operating
in Indiana. One issue highlighted
by the Association is a component
of the new law that permits the
governor to pursue tolling of certain
portions of interstates.
OOIDA Director of Government
Affairs Mike Matousek said it
remains unclear what, if any,
oversight the General Assembly will
have regarding toll roads.
Rep. Ed Soliday, R-Valparaiso,
said that in order for the state to
fully address its transportation needs
adding toll roads is necessary.
Specifically, the Indiana
Department of Transportation has
new authority to study tolling and
submit a waiver to the Federal
Highway Administration to allow
tolling on existing interstates.
Sen. Brandt Hershman, R-Buck
Creek, said during statehouse
discussion that motorists would be
responsible for paying up to
5 cents per mile. Commercial
vehicles would pay as much as
15 cents per mile.
OOIDA says tolling infrastructure
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that was constructed and maintained
by tax dollars is fundamentally
wrong.
Another concern highlighted by
the Association is a weigh-in-motion
pilot program to privatize certain
aspects of commercial vehicle
enforcement.
“The first-of-its-kind program will
incentivize enforcement for profit,
eliminate due process protections,
and is a strong deterrent for lawabiding motor carriers to operate in
Indiana,” Matousek said.
Among the options included to
raise revenues is increasing the
state’s 18-cent-per-gallon gas tax
and the 16-cent diesel tax by
10 cents. The state’s 11-cent
surcharge tax on diesel will nearly
double to 21 cents.
All tax rates will also be indexed
on an annual basis. Annual
adjustments will be capped at one
penny.
In addition, the diesel surtax will
be collected at the pump instead of
through quarterly tax filing reports.
The change is expected to result in
at least $20 million more per year
from truck operations.
Supporters say that truck drivers
will pay the biggest share of taxes.
“The typical owner-operator will
pay $2,000 a year (in state fuel
taxes),” Rep. Mike Braun, R-Jasper,
said during House floor discussion.
Soliday said the IRP fee increase

is necessary to make sure all
truckers using the state’s roadways
chip in.
“It’s a stiff price. We understand
that,” Soliday said. “We do need to
have some form of compensation
from those folks who do not stop in
our state for as much as a Snickers
bar.”
Sen. Jean Leising, R-Oldenburg,
opposed higher costs for
professional drivers. During recent
floor discussion she said the CEO
of a trucking company in her district
indicated the company plans to
move out of state due to IRP fee
increases.
“I know nothing about (the IRP).
I’m going to be the first to admit
it,” Leising said. “Other than to
tell you it’s going to cost jobs and
potentially a lot of local tax to
my district, because if they move
their trucking to Tennessee, then
obviously their trucking location in
my district will be vacant.”
The 4.5-cent state sales tax on fuel
will also be shifted from the general
fund to the State Highway Fund.
The shift of about $350 million
annually will take place over five
years beginning in 2020.
“By 2025, every penny paid at
the pump will go directly to roads,”
House Speaker Brian Bosma,
R-Indianapolis, said during a press
conference.
The lone bright spot for truckers is
that the sales tax collected on diesel
fuel purchases was removed.
Hershman said the administrative
“headaches” associated with
collecting the tax outweighs the
benefits of revenue collected.
“Because we are raising the excise
tax and some other taxes we felt this
was, in the interest of efficiency, a
pretty good swap.”
All tax and fee increases
included in the law are slated for
implementation on July 1, 2017. LL
JUNE 2017

By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

More than a year after Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo
signed a bill into law allowing tolls exclusively on
commercial vehicles, the Ocean State has determined the
first locations of the truck toll that will be installed later
this year, according to a Rhode Island Department of
Transportation spokesperson.
Of the 14 tolling locations planned for the state, two near
the Connecticut border will be opened sometime this year:
• One on Interstate 95 near Hopkinton and Richmond over
Mechanic Street.
• One on Interstate 95 in Exeter over Teft Hill Trail and
Route 3.
Tolling will occur near the bridges at those locations on
both sides of the interstate.
Other tolling locations along I-95 planned for the future
include one in Warwick, two in Providence and one in
Pawtucket. More locations are planned for Interstate 295,
Interstate 195, Route 146 and US Route 6. Those tolling
locations will be installed throughout 2018, according to
RIDOT.
Tolls are estimated to be around $3 at each location,
with a maximum of $20 each day. Revenue will be used

for bridge work and reconstruction. All tolling locations
include at least one bridge.
In April, House Minority Leader Patricia Morgan,
R-Coventry/Warwick/West Warwick introduced a bill to the
House Finance Committee that would repeal the truck-only
tolls. H6109 essentially amends the Rhode Works bill and
strikes out all language pertaining to the truck-only toll.
In October 2016, approximately 100 people, including
trucking stakeholders and lawmakers, gathered at the
TravelCenters of America in Greenwich, R.I., to express
their opposition toward the state’s truck-only tolls. Just a
few weeks before the election, the rally called for ousting
lawmakers who voted for the tolls.
The rally was hosted by the Rhode Island Trucking
Association and Natso, the national association
representing travel plazas and truck stops. Members of the
General Assembly from both the Senate and House who
voted against tolls were present, according to the Rhode
Island Trucking Association President and CEO Chris
Maxwell. Candidates who are opposed to the tolls also
attended.
RIDOT said the exact locations of the tolling gantries
will be determined by each contractor designing and
building them. LL

RHODE ISLAND

Two truck-only toll locations in Rhode Island to be installed this year

Compliance made easy.
As an owner-operator you and your drivers must be compliant with
DOT drug and alcohol testing laws. You need to make sure you’re
properly enrolled in a consortium, your testing records are in order
and all test results are properly documented.
CMCI minimizes the confusion of mandatory drug and alcohol
testing and record keeping requirements. CMCI provides
customers with vital information regarding detailed record
keeping, driver and supervisor training and testing.
CMCI annual enrollment cost is one of the lowest in the industry
with your OOIDA Membership dues. Each enrollment includes:

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

All selected random drug and alcohol tests
Medical Review Officer services
National collection site network
Certificate of enrollment
Education materials
Supervisor training
Driver handbook
*additional site fees may apply

Call CMCI today for more information and pricing.
Your partner in mandatory drug & alcohol testing requirements
A division of Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association Inc.
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NORTH CAROLINA

Court backs public-private tolling proposal
State court gives North Carolina
green light for I-77 toll project
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

n anti-toll group’s long legal battle to stop the
Interstate 77 toll project in North Carolina has
been struck down again. A North Carolina Court of
Appeals upheld a previous ruling allowing the North
Carolina Department of Transportation to proceed with
the I-77 HOT Lanes Project.
In a ruling filed on May 2, the panel of judges
agreed with a summary judgment awarded to NCDOT,
I-77 Mobility Partners and the State of North Carolina.
Anti-toll group Widen I-77 sued the state on claims
that the toll plans were unconstitutional and violated
the Turnpike Statute.

A

“The court did not mention
the fact that a portion of toll
revenues are to be paid to the
state as required by the (publicprivate partnership) statute.”
– Anti-toll group Widen I-77

In the original lawsuit, Widen I-77 claimed the
public-private partnership statute “grants unto Mobility
the absolute authority to set toll rates without any
meaningful input or control by the NCDOT or General
Assembly.” Citing previous cases, the Court of Appeals
disagreed with that claim.
“It is clear that achievement of this stated legislative
policy and the fixing, revising, charging, retaining,
enforcing, and collecting of tolls require expertise,”
the court opined. “It would be impractical to require
the General Assembly to provide a ‘detailed agenda
covering every conceivable problem which might arise
in the implementation of the legislation.’”
The court went on to say that if tolls were priced
unreasonably high, motorists would boycott the
turnpike. Conversely, if prices are too low, bondholders
will object in some manner. Mobility Partners is
also required to hold a public hearing on toll rates.
Furthermore, the Mobility Partners must report to the
Turnpike Authority Boards 30 days before any toll
increase.
Widen I-77 also argued that the toll serves no public
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purpose, referring to Article V, Section 2(1) of the
North Carolina Constitution that states “the power
of taxation shall be exercised in a just and equitable
manner, for public purposes only, and shall never be
surrendered, suspended, or contracted away. Although
the constitutional language speaks of the ‘power of
taxation,’ the limitation has not been confined to
government use of tax revenues.”
However, the court countered by pointing out that
the General Assembly acknowledged the state’s road
system was becoming increasingly congested and
overburdened with traffic. Just because a private
company is involved with a toll that not everyone
will use does not negate the public purpose of the
partnership.
Lastly, the anti-toll group claims the partnership
allows Mobility Partners to impose a tax and violates
the Due Process Clause of the U.S. Constitution. The
appellate court reminded Widen I-77 that the Supreme
Court has already determined that tolls are not taxes,
explaining that a person uses a toll road as an option.
“The court did not mention the fact that a portion of
toll revenues are to be paid to the state as required by
the P3 statute, nor did they mention the fact that the
contract sets a threshold for revenue sharing so high it
constitutes a de facto elimination of revenue sharing,
thereby violating the P3 statute,” Widen I-77 said in a
blog post.
Widen I-77 said that it was deeply disappointed
and that it will meet as a group to discuss their next
options.
The Alliance for Toll-Free Interstates has stayed
away from the issue since the organization is
specifically opposed to tolling existing interstates. The
I-77 project deals with new capacity lanes. However,
ATFI provided Land Line with the following statement:
“Tolls are the single most inefficient road-funding
mechanism available to states. Every dollar spent
building toll facilities, paying administrative costs,
sending profit to investors or paying off bondholders is
one less dollar put toward improving roads. Even with
modern electronic tolling technologies, 12 percent of
toll revenue is siphoned away for these purposes, and
can be as high as 30 percent of collected revenue. Tolls
are bad policy and should be avoided at all costs for
transportation funding.” LL
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH

What’s happening in your state legislature?

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Elected officials
in fewer than
half of all states
throughout the
country continue
to consider bills that affect your
trucking business.
We know you don’t have time
to keep up with all the legislative
action. That’s why OOIDA keeps
a close watch on the action
for you. Here, you will find a
roundup of some significant
happenings from around the
country.
For a complete rundown
of state legislation, visit
LandLineMag.com and click on
“Legislative Watch” under the
“Important Info” tab.

ARKANSAS
Gov. Asa Hutchinson has signed into
law two bills of note. HB1754 would
permit truck platooning. The new law
also revises state law that covers the
minimum requirements for vehicle
following distances. State law
mandates a minimum of 200 feet
between vehicles traveling on
highways.
HB2057 puts the state’s uniform
speed rule into statute. Additionally,
all vehicles are authorized to travel
at 75 mph – up from 70. Other
highways can be posted at 65 mph
for all vehicles – up from 60 mph.

Before any speed limit increase
takes effect, the state Highway and
Transportation Department must
complete engineering studies to
determine which stretches of roadway
can accommodate faster travel.

CALIFORNIA
Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law a
10-year, $52 billion transportation
funding deal. The package includes
a mix of higher taxes and fees.
Effective Nov. 1, 2017, the excise
rate on gas will increase by 12 cents
to 39.8 cents. The diesel rate will
jump from 20 cents to 36 cents.
The gas rate will increase another
7.5 cents in July 2019. The excise
rates on gas and diesel will also be
adjusted for inflation beginning in
July 2020. Also on Nov. 1, the
1.75 percent sales tax applied to
diesel purchases will be increased
to 5.75 percent.
ILLINOIS
House lawmakers approved a bill that
covers the length limits on some state
roadways. Illinois law now authorizes
trucks up to 65 feet to access state
highways. The limit is capped at
55 feet on county and township
roads. HB683 would allow 65-foot
truck lengths on all state roadways.
KENTUCKY
Gov. Matt Bevin has signed into law
a bill that covers the transportation
of farm equipment. State law now

Connecticut
A bill under review would authorize the state DOT to build, maintain,
and operate electronic tolls. The state could also partner with a private
group to carry out the duties. In addition, the state’s fuel taxes would be
reduced by 2.5 cents per gallon over five years. Also included in HB6058
is authorization for the state DOT to set toll rates that vary by congestion
and type of vehicle.
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requires large equipment that
includes farm tractors to have outer
wheels removed from the axles
and transported separately. HB265
expands the state’s definition of
non-divisible loads to include
transportation of farm equipment.
Another new law permits trucks
hauling aluminum, or other metal
commodities, to weigh 50 percent
more. Effective July 1, 2020, loads
will be authorized to weigh up to
120,000 pounds. Single trip permits
are set at $100. Annual permits will
be $1,250. Steel products or materials
are also permitted to weigh up to
120,000 pounds for up to 150-mile
trips. Annual permits will be set at
$250. A separate provision in HB184
covers vehicle haulers. Affected
vehicles will be allowed a 14-foot
height limit.

LOUISIANA
At least five bills introduced at the
statehouse would raise the state’s fuel
tax by at least 7 cents. One bill would
increase the 20-cent tax rate by
17 cents. The increase is expected to
raise $510 million annually for roads
and bridges. HB632 would also index
to inflation fuel rates to allow for
increases in future years.
MONTANA
A new law raises the state’s 27-cent
gas tax and 27.75-cent diesel tax.
Specifically, HB473 increases the
gas rate by 4.5 cents on July 1 and
another 1.5 cents by 2023. The diesel
rate goes up 1.5 cents July 1 and
another one-half cent over six years.
NEW JERSEY
One new law appropriates
$400 million from the state’s
Transportation Trust Fund to pay for
immediate road and bridge repair
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projects. Previously S3076, the new law includes $260
million over three months for road and bridge repairs
across the state. The other $140 million is allotted for
transit work.

OHIO
Two efforts are of note. HB155/SB114 would provide a
tax credit to motor carriers for eligible training expenses
for prospective drivers. The tax credit would be capped at
$3 million annually with the amount allotted to a single
employer set at $50,000.
HB154 would create a commercial truck driver student
aid program for eligible students enrolled at a certified
CDL school or career college. Financial aid would be
authorized via a grant or loan. The state would adopt
conditional rules for loans received by the program and
requirements for certification of CDL schools. A total of
$5 million would be appropriated to support the student
aid program.

South Dakota
Gov. Dennis Daugaard has signed into law a bill that
covers protests that shut down roadways. SB176
sets punishment at 1 year in jail and/or $2,000 fines
for blocking traffic. Previously, the state could punish
offenders with 30 days in jail and/or $500 fines. The
change took effect with the governorÕs signature.

TENNESSEE
A new law revises the state’s following distance rule.
SB676 also permits the state to come up with rules for
platooning and to implement a pilot program.
Effective July 1, another new law covers protests
that shut down highways. SB902 increases the fine
for obstructing a roadway to $200 – up from $50 – for
any incident that impedes an emergency vehicle from
responding to an emergency.
TEXAS
The Senate voted to advance a bill to authorize an
increase in truck weights for tractor-trailers hauling
intermodal shipping containers. SB1524 would allow
six-axle combinations with a gross vehicle weight up to
100,000 pounds. The loads would be subject to various
axle configurations. The loads would also have to begin
or end at a port-of-entry and could not exceed a 30-mile
radius. LL
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By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

F

or years, OOIDA and others have said that
Mexico’s long-haul fleets trucking in the
U.S. was a pie-in-the-sky provision in the
NAFTA that was so poorly thought out, there’s
no way the U.S. should be held to it.
Mexico has disagreed, protesting through the
years with retaliatory tariffs.
For more than two decades, the U.S.
Department of Transportation has been tasked
with finding a way to comply with the trade
agreement’s half-baked trucking plan and
thereby avoid punishing tariffs.
In July 2011, the U.S. DOT set about it one
more time with a cross-border trucking pilot
program. The sticking point was – and still
is – how to do it and hold Mexican trucks and
drivers to the same standards as their U.S. and
Canadian counterparts. The pilot program was
supposed to demonstrate to Congress and the world
that strict oversight could make it work. In 2015,
it was declared a success by the agency. Mexico
immediately suspended the $2.4 billion worth of
tariffs it had slapped on many goods from the U.S.
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Excerpt from April 27 White House press briefing

Q: Mr. President, on renegotiating
NAFTA, tell me how you came to
the decision.
PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, I was going to terminate
NAFTA as of two or three days from now. The President of Mexico,
who I have a very, very good relationship, called me, and also the
Prime Minister of Canada, who I have a very good relationship
… They called me and they said, rather than terminating NAFTA,
could you please renegotiate? … I respect
their countries very much. The relationship
is very special. And I said, I will hold on
the termination; let’s see if we can make
it a fair deal. Because NAFTA has been a
horrible deal for the United States.
It’s been very good for Canada, it’s been
very good for Mexico, but it’s been horrible
for the United States.
And if you check my campaign – any of
my speeches – I said, I’ll either renegotiate
or I’ll terminate. So they asked me to
renegotiate – I will. And I think we’ll be
successful in the renegotiation, which,
frankly, would be good because it would be simpler. But we have
to make a deal that’s fair for the United States. They understand
that. And so I decided rather than terminating NAFTA, which
would be a pretty big shock to the system, we will renegotiate.
Now, if I’m unable to make a fair deal, if I’m unable to make a
fair deal for the United States, meaning a fair deal for our workers
and our companies, I will terminate NAFTA. But we’re going to
give renegotiation a good, strong shot.
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What does
renegotiation mean to
cross-border Mexican
long-haul trucking?

O
D

OOIDA contends that participation in DOT’s pilot
program, which ended in October 2014, was insufficient
to prove it was a responsible, safe plan. After losing that
argument at the regulatory level, OOIDA went to the courts.
The Association specifically argues that Mexico-based
drivers should not be permitted to operate in the U.S.
“unless and until” Congress amends the laws that forbid
operation of commercial motor vehicles by anyone not
holding a valid CDL issued under federal standards.
OOIDA’s legal challenge was rolled into a joint lawsuit
with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. The oral
argument was heard in April, and the case is pending in the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

Pending here,
pending there
As one cross-border trucking lawsuit simmers in the San
Francisco court, another OOIDA cross-border suit is seeing
some action in the Fifth Circuit appellate court in New
Orleans.
This case represents another front in OOIDA’s continued
attempts to stop the U.S. Department of Transportation
from allowing Mexico-domiciled motor carriers to obtain

Based on the president’s past trade,
immigration and security promises,
Trump could actually find himself
agreeing with the U.S. truckers.
authority to operate in the U.S. One way OOIDA kept
the fight alive has been to look carefully at every single
application for Mexican authority for problems.
On Nov. 20, 2015, OOIDA filed a protest to the
applications of two Mexico-domiciled motor carriers for
permanent operating authority. The protest challenged the
authority of FMCSA to grant the access because the agency
had failed to establish the Mexico-based motor carriers’
safety performance “through a successful pilot program.”
OOIDA also argued that FMCSA had no authority to
permit drivers for Mexico-domiciled motor carriers to
operate throughout the U.S. without a U.S. CDL as is
mandated by statute.
The agency denied the protest without any consideration
of the pilot program argument and instead said a protest
Continued on Page 95
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OOIDA v. CARB: Appeals court
upholds district court dismissal
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

OIDA’s tenacious lawsuit
against the California Air
Resources Board added another
chapter to its long chronicle in
mid-April. OOIDA told the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit in San Francisco that after
being bounced from court to court,
the case should move forward. The
court’s opinion was quick, and a
disappointment to truckers.

O

OOIDA is evaluating
its options in this
case, including
review by the U.S.
Supreme Court
On April 19, OOIDA’s attorney
told the federal court in San
Francisco that the case was
properly filed in district court (on
Dec. 6, 2013) and should have not
been dismissed (on Oct. 29, 2014).
On April 26, the judges notified
OOIDA that the panel had affirmed
the 2014 ruling of the district court
to dismiss the case.
The three-judge panel included
Stephen Roy Reinhardt, A. Wallace
Tashima and Donald W. Mollo.
Daniel E. Cohen of The Cullen
Law Firm represented OOIDA
and truckers. Linda Gandara,
California’s deputy attorney
general, argued for CARB.
“This case involves the illegally
and historically unprecedented
attempt by CARB to require every
truck in every state of the nation to
install an $18,000 particulate filter
44 LAND LINE

in their trucks in order to cross the
California border,” Cohen told the
court. If not, truckers face costly
fines. OOIDA alleges that the
regulation violates the Commerce
Clause of the Constitution.
“Because of the constitutional

Got the California
jurisdiction blues
On April 19, OOIDA’s
attorney told the federal
court in San Francisco that
the case was properly filed
in district court (on Dec. 6,
2013) and should have not
been dismissed (on Oct.
29, 2014). CARB’s attorney
argued the dismissal was
appropriate. The Ninth
Circuit judges affirmed the
decision of the district court
to dismiss. OOIDA says stay
tuned.

dimension of this attempt by
CARB to require every truck in
the country to buy these filters
just to come into California, it
was incumbent upon the EPA to
explain this, to discuss the policy
implications of this somewhere,
somehow in the SIP (state
implementation plan) approval
proceeding,” Cohen said. “It said
nothing.”
Gandara argued for CARB
that EPA did point out it was for
“trucks operating in California,”

indicating that OOIDA and
truckers should have known that
EPA meant all trucks in the nation
doing business in California.
The embattled case was
originally filed in the U.S.
District Court, Eastern District
of California, in December 2013.
After surviving multiple twists and
legal turns, it ended up in the Ninth
Circuit Court.
At the April 19 court proceeding,
the three judges seemed narrowly
focused on the question of
jurisdiction rather than the
immense constitutional impact of
the case. Cohen reiterated that it
was impossible to properly file a
complaint on an improper action
by the EPA “when you don’t even
know about it? When nothing was
said?”
OOIDA President and CEO Jim
Johnston said CARB’s litigation
strategy has been to escape review
of its rules by arguing those cases
do not belong in any of the courts
OOIDA has filed in.
Gandara’s argument in the Ninth
Court in April was consistent with
that strategy.
OOIDA and its attorneys
are currently considering the
Association’s next action opposing
the CARB rule.
“OOIDA is evaluating its options
in this case, including review by
the U.S. Supreme Court,” Cohen
told Land Line. “OOIDA members
also have challenges pending
in other courts and I remain
optimistic that sooner or later, the
merits of this case will be heard,
and we will put an end to CARB’s
unconstitutional conduct.” LL
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OOIDA v. NY HUT
post-settlement FAQs
By Land Line staff

O

OIDA is fielding plenty of questions about its
class action and the recent settlement regarding
certain New York highway user taxes. The Association’s
successful lawsuit against New York’s Department of
Taxation and Finance was concluded April 19, 2017, after
a hearing in Albany found the near-record settlement a
fair amount.
The state’s Supreme Court – which is the state’s trial
court – ordered the state to pay a total of $44,429,473.
The most frequent questions include how the courtordered refund will be paid, who gets the money, how do
you sign up, and do you still have to have a sticker?

Who gets the money?
Whenever OOIDA obtains a monetary victory in favor
of its members, the Association does not “get most of the
money.” According to OOIDA Executive Vice President
Todd Spencer, the class members get all of the money
subject to court approved attorney fees and expenses.
In the New York tax refund litigation in particular, class
members will receive a substantial refund, including a
payment of 6 percent interest by the State of New York.
Class members will receive between $11.55 and $13.15
for each $15 or $19 registration tax they paid, depending
on the year of payment.

primarily outside New York who have paid the taxes.

Do you have to be an OOIDA member
to get a refund?
No, but you should be. The Association has fought dozens
of these state tax cases in court and won back well more
than $100 million for truckers.

Do you have to take certain steps
to get your refund?
No, you do not need to take any steps to obtain a refund.
If you are an owner-operator and your motor carriers
paid it but charged you, they are required to pass through
the full amount to you. It would be a good idea to get
in touch with the company and make sure they have the
updated info to send you the refund amount.

Did OOIDA get an injunction, too?

Do you still have to get the sticker?

In addition to the monetary recovery, OOIDA members
benefit from the Association’s ongoing litigation efforts
to stop violations of their rights. In this case, for example,
OOIDA also obtained an injunction against New York,
prohibiting it from engaging in future unconstitutional
conduct. This also serves as a warning to other states who
might be tempted to impose similar taxes, which would
be huge – collectively and in administrative costs.

If you drive an out-of-state truck, you still have to get the
sticker and put it on the truck. The only change was that
New York cannot charge for the decal. Instead of $19 for
the decal fee, there is now a $1.50 administrative fee.

Who does the class include?
OOIDA’s legal action represents a class of all interstate
motor carriers who reside and operate trucking equipment

MORE INFO
For more details regarding refund and
distribution procedures, a website has been set
up. Go to NYTruckTaxRefunds.com. Here, you’ll
find more on what the case is about and how the
owner-operator pass-through works.
JUNE 2017

When will the distribution begin?
The court ordered the distribution to commence on or
before 120 days, which is May 22. Cash settlement
checks should be received by the class members 90 days
following the date the checks are mailed.

Is this OOIDA’s biggest settlement with
this type of lawsuit?
With $44.4 million, New York is second to only
one other state in size of the refund. Alabama was
discriminating against out-of-state truckers by
requiring them to pay a marker fee, which was not
required of in-state truckers, and had to refund more
than $68 million. LL
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What does the Knight-Swift merger
Knight Transportation and Swift
Transportation were recently
approved for one of the largest
trucking mergers, raising an
important question: Is the
merger indicative of things to
come?
The short answer: No.
The medium-sized answer:
The merger has nothing to do
with rates or excess capacity and
has no effect on other trucking
companies.
And the long answer? Let’s
ask the experts.

Knight-Swift:
Match made in heaven
There has been a lot of chatter ever
since Knight Transportation and Swift
Transportation merged. Everything
from speculation over whether or not
companies like Werner will ponder
a similar move to analysis regarding
tighter control over capacity.
“It’s not a foretelling of future
mergers,” said Donald Broughton,
managing partner at St. Louis-based
Broughton Capital, a firm specializing
in transportation analysis and
research.
In fact, it may not be indicative
of much for anyone outside the two
companies, he says.
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Knight and Swift have a history
that dates back before Knight was
even established. Knight was founded
in 1990 by brothers Randy and Gary
Knight and brothers Kevin and Keith
Knight. The two sets of brothers are
cousins. Before establishing Knight,
the four cousins worked at Swift,
with Randy becoming a part-owner
after founder Jerry Moyes bought his
interest.
The common ground doesn’t
end there. Both the Moyes family
and Knight family were raised in
Plain City, Utah, and later moved to
Phoenix where both companies are
headquartered. Being from Utah, both
families have been recognized as
holding Mormon values.

Merging is the
only way to grow
The goal of any business owner is to
expand his or her business as much as
they can. According to Broughton, it
is not economically feasible to expand
a fleet organically by adding drivers
and trucks. So if the Knight-Swift
merger is indicative of anything, it’s
how difficult it is for a company to
grow.
“In the current truckload
economy, it’s difficult to grow your
fleet,” Broughton told Land Line.
“Especially, profitably grow your
fleet. In order to pay enough to attract
additional drivers and retain enough
drivers so they actually grow the
fleet, the current rate environment is

not strong enough to allow you to be
profitable.”
The best way for a company to
grow, according to Broughton, is to
merge. Knight and Swift wanted to
grow, and considering their strong
history together and locations,
merging was clearly the most logical
way to expand. This isn’t necessarily
a response to the current economic
climate with low rates and high
capacity. It’s simply two companies
expanding.

What effect will the
Knight-Swift merger have
on the industry?
Unless you drive for Knight or Swift,
not much.
Market Realist, the investment
research and analytics company, has
written that “excess capacities will
likely result in more mergers and
acquisitions going forward.” In fact,
if you look up articles talking about
the merger and the trucking industry,
the phrase “excess capacity” will pop
up a lot.
More truck capacity than demand is
what’s driving prices down right now.
With that said, two giant trucking
companies merging will change
neither capacity nor demand. In
other words, the merger won’t affect
smaller operations. Only an economic
shift can move freight rates one way
or the other, according to Broughton.
If anything, any negative effect will
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

mean to the trucking economy?
“The owner-operator
of a truck is one of
the quintessential
American cowboy
entrepreneurs left in
the U.S. economy.”
be felt by Swift drivers. Broughton
predicts a possible change in driver
turnover at Swift, and not in a good
way.
Broughton explains that large
trucking companies that have driver
training schools hire student drivers,
and companies that hire student
drivers have a higher turnover rate.
Why? Because driving a truck is not
easy. Broughton said that for some,
trucking can be a last resort if no
local manufacturing, construction or
other blue-collar jobs are available. A
student driver will inevitably discover
that trucking is not exactly a fun-filled
road trip and quit.
Furthermore, drivers have a lot of
time to think. Broughton theorizes that
with Knight taking over management
operations, Swift drivers will notice
any and all changes, including changes
to dispatch, operating systems, etc.
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Swift drivers may come to the
conclusion that this is not the company
they signed up for and leave.
Bottom line: The KnightSwift merger does not change the
competitive environment in terms of
rates, capacity or incentivizing other
companies to merge.
“The way it changes the competitive
dynamic is if I were JB Hunt or
Schneider or Werner, I’d be actively
trying to recruit Swift drivers,”
Broughton said.

Economic factors
that need to change
If moves like the latest merger will
have little to no effect on other
trucking companies, what does need to
happen for an improvement in freight
rates?
Essentially, more shipping relies on
more manufacturing, which relies on
an increase in consumer income. After
all, the higher the consumers’ income
the higher the consumer confidence
and spending, and therefore more
incentive for manufacturers to ship
more product.
So what needs to happen
economically for owner-operators?
According to Broughton:

n Lower marginal tax rates
n Lower diesel tax
n Restructure the National Labor
Relations Board

As of press time, President Trump
has released an outline of his tax
reform plan, but the details are
unknown. According to The Wall Street
Journal, Trump’s plans proposed a tax
rate of 15 percent on owner-operated
companies.
As for the diesel tax, that seems
more likely to go up rather than down.
In fact, Trump has stated that he will
consider raising the fuel tax for the
first time in more than 20 years as a
way to fund the transportation bill.
Whereas a reduced diesel tax would
cut down on operating costs, if an
increased tax is earmarked for highway
use only, money can be saved by
avoiding more tolls and other fees that
hurt truckers more.
Lastly, NLRB and state courts
have started to allow truck drivers to
be designated as employees rather
than independent contractors, which
Broughton suggests will help owneroperators. This started under the
Obama administration, so a reversal in
NLRB trends is entirely possible.
No matter how you slice it, the
future of the economic policies will
most certainly have to keep truckers in
mind. Broughton phrased it beautifully:
“The owner-operator of a truck is
one of the quintessential American
cowboy entrepreneurs left in the
U.S. economy.” LL

LAND LINE 47

OOIDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

F

rom proposed strategies to promotional videos and
more, “Knock Out Bad Regs” dominated the agenda at
OOIDA’s spring Board Meeting in April. Committing the
resources of a 157,000-member organization of national
influence requires months of preparation by executive
leadership. That prep work paid off when Board Members
signaled a hearty thumbs-up to the new campaign
constructed to push back against excessive trucking regs.
“Our members have always been highly engaged, but we
will really be stepping it up,” said Executive Vice President
Todd Spencer. “The costly and burdensome regs and all
the red tape is killing us. We need to push back hard and
push back smart. This is the best opportunity we’ve had in
a while.”
The campaign was launched in March at the MidAmerica Trucking Show in Louisville and already received
plenty of attention in the industry. Spencer told the
Board that the key to the success and effectiveness of the
campaign is the large numbers of truckers on board.
“It’s so imperative that the membership get involved,”
said Board Member Trot Raney of Wake Forest, N.C.
“We are the most over-regulated de-regulated industry.
There are numerous diverse issues affecting our lives,
families and businesses. We have a collective voice as an
organization, but we need to let our elected representatives

WHAT: OOIDA Spring Board Meeting
WHEN: April 5-8, 2017
WHERE: OOIDA Headquarters, Grain Valley, Mo.
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hear from us individually.”
Raney has his own authority and pulls flatbed. He
was elected to the Board in 2016 and seated at the April
meeting.
Federal Affairs Manager Jay Grimes attended the
meeting with the team from OOIDA’s Washington, D.C.,
office. “The enthusiasm for the Knock Out Bad Regs at
the Board meeting was especially positive,” Grimes said
following the meeting.
Director of Legislative Affairs Collin Long agreed. “I
think there is a genuine optimism that the new political
landscape has given us the best opportunity for regulatory
relief in decades. Most, if not everyone, agreed our
regulatory outlook is much improved.”
Many board members saw the Knock Out campaign as a
core summation of the Association’s primary strategy for
2017 – going after imprudent measures being pushed by
the FMCSA and industry factions in the name of safety.
OOIDA President and CEO Jim Johnston told the Board
that the Association’s D.C. office is closely watching for
opportunities that exist with the Trump administration,
which has pledged to reduce regulations.
Reports and discussion thoroughly covered the
Association’s current involvement in a number of
regulatory processes including the electronic logging
device mandate, speed limiters, medical certification, sleep
apnea, safety fitness determination and more.
Board Member from Olympia, Wash., Tilden Curl said
if he were to report to the membership on what happened
at the Board Meeting, it would be to give attention to the
number of live issues on the agenda. At April’s meeting,

Photos by Nikohle Barnes

Opportunity, consensus,
commitment to guide Õ17 initiatives
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Secretary Robert Esler, Taylor, Mich; President and CEO Jim Johnston; Executive Vice President Todd Spencer;
General Vice President Woody Chambers, Eddyville, Ky.

Executive Vice President Todd Spencer

Director Gary Green, Edwardsville, Kan.

General Vice President Woody Chambers. Eddyville, Ky.

OOIDA leadership proceeded through rounds of committee
meetings following by three full days of board sessions.
“I think what sticks out overall is how many different
issues we are working on,” said Curl. “We had our first
parking committee meeting this time. We had reports of
new data from the OOIDA Foundation. We had a lengthy
discussion from the Cullen Law Firm guys about the
ELD fight and what happens next. We discussed new and
unexpected allies in Congress. We talked about the Knock
Out Bad Regs campaign and how we need our membership
to step up in these fights.”
Curl is an owner-operator with his own authority. He’s
served as a Board alternate and at the fall Board Meeting last
year, he was elected to a full board position.
Life Member Chuck Paar, Mount Jewett, Pa., is a smallfleet owner with five owner-operators. Newly elected, he
was sworn in at the April meeting. “I am impressed by the
spirited, sometimes fierce debate of the Board,” he said after
the meeting. ÒIt shows the passion and dedication of the
members. While unique individuals, we all work toward the
Continued on Page 54
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OOIDA Mary Johnston scholarships
continue to beneﬁt families
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Sean Daniels, son of Member Rick Daniels of Mount
Pleasant, Wis. Sean is currently homeschooled by his mother
and has been accepted to Maranatha Baptist University. His
intended major is Nursing.
Madelyne Louise Jacks, daughter of Senior Member Jason
Jacks of Mooresville, Ind. Madelyne graduated from Center
Grove High School with a 4.37 GPA and is currently enrolled
in Auburn University where she is majoring in Media
Communications and Creative Writing.
Lauren Elizabeth Hardin, daughter of Senior Member David
S. Hardin of Clinton, N.C. Lauren is currently attending
Clinton High School and has been accepted to the University
of North Carolina Wilmington where she is planning to
major in Physics.
Kailee Gibbons, daughter of Member Donald J. Gibbons of
Beloit, Ohio. Kailee is currently attending West Branch High
School and is planning on attending Kent State University
with the hopes of obtaining a Pre-Medicine degree in Public
Health as well as a degree in Foreign Language. Kailee
plans to continue her education at Northeast Ohio Medical
University to earn a doctorate in Endocrinology so that she
might become a diabetic specialist.
Caitlyn C. Gilbertson, daughter of member Tim F. Gilbertson
of Platteville, Wis. Caitlyn is currently attending Belmont
High School and has been accepted at Madison College.
Caitlyn intends to major in Accounting. LL
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The overwhelming success of
the OOIDA Mary Johnston
Scholarship served as a focus
of the scholarship advisory
committee’s meeting on April 5,
in Grain Valley, Mo.
Since 1998, the program has awarded about $295,000
in scholarship awards to 91 students who are the children,
grandchildren or legal dependents of OOIDA members. Each
year, one $2,000 scholarship and four $1,000 scholarships
are awarded. The funds are transferred directly to the
student’s selected institution and can be renewed for a total
of four years.
Andrew King, of the OOIDA Foundation, told the
committee that many of the students have eventually gone
on to further their education with master’s and doctorate
degrees.
Many of the scholarship winners have provided
testimonials to the Association, thanking the scholarship
program for its efforts. Kevin McCoy, an attorney for Titleist;
Danyon Brunk, a diesel mechanic; and Samantha Jones, a
marketing coordinator for Roane Alliance, were some of the
past winners to write in and thank OOIDA for the assistance
in continuing their education.
Committee Member Paula Chambers said it’s great to
know that a variety of students have benefited from the
scholarship.
“This is to help trucking families, and we want the students
to know that they don’t have to have a 4.0 grade-point
average or be the homecoming king to get a scholarship,” she
said.
In the next issue of Land Line, we’ll tell you more about
this year’s scholarship recipients. Meanwhile, here are the
winners for the 2017 awards:

Kyle Klocke, son of Member Ralph Klocke from Albertville,
Minn. Kyle is currently attending St. Michael-Albertville
High School and has already been accepted at Alexandria
Technical & Community College for the Diesel Mechanics
program.

John Koglman, Oberlin, Ohio
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Lewie Pugh, Freeport, Ohio

Steve Bixler, Valley View, Pa.
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Rod Nofziger, OOIDA chief operating officer
Paul Cullen Sr., Dan Cohen, and Paul Cullen Jr. of The Cullen Law Firm, Washington, D.C.

Gary Carr, Wayne, Maine

Dick Pingel, Plover, Wis.

Steve Davenport, Lewisville, Texas

Chuck Paar, Mount Jewett, Pa.

Johanne Couture, Brockville, Ontario
Bryan Spoon, Garner, N.C

“After 17 years, the Arctic case that became
the Comerica case is finally finished,”
attorney Paul Cullen Sr. told the Board.
“That means about $1.2 million to drivers.”
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Lou Esposito, Duanesburg, N.Y.
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OOIDA seats five newly elected Board members
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

Treasurer Leo Wilkins, St. Charles Township, Mich.

President Jim Johnston swears in Trot Raney, Chuck Paar, Dave Jungeblut, Doug Smith and John
Koglman.

equipment and materials.
Douglas Ralph Smith is a life
member from Bountiful, Utah. He has
more than 46 years of experience in
the trucking industry, with 37 years
as an owner-operator. His current
operation is dump truck and heavy
haul.
In addition to the elected board
members, Employee Alternate
Director Brad Hennon was sworn
in to complete the term of Alternate

Mark Elrod, Peru, Ind.

Director Donna Ryun, who retired
March 31. OOIDA’s board includes
two employees. Hennon was elected
by the OOIDA Board Advisory
Panel, composed of the Association’s
managers and supervisors. Hennon
has been an employee of OOIDA
since 1998 and manages the Internal
Services Department at the Grain
Valley headquarters. He also serves
as the Emergency Coordinator of the
HQ’s Safety Committee. LL

Hamlin “Trot” Raney III, Wake
Forest, N.C

Attorney Dan Cohen updated
the Board on the ongoing
CARB lawsuit and the
successful New York HUT
lawsuit. In New York, the award
to truckers is $44.4 million.
Tilden Curl, Olympia, Wash.
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Secretary Robert Esler, Taylor, Mich.
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At the meeting, OOIDA President
Jim Johnston seated five new board
members elected by the membership
– David Jungeblut, John Koglman,
Chuck Paar, Hamlin “Trot” Raney III
and Doug Smith.
David Jungeblut, Sibley, Mo., is
an owner-operator with a dedicated
account hauling auto parts from
Chicago to Kansas City, Mo. He
employs one driver in a second truck
doing the same. He has been a truck
driver for 28 years. This is his second
term on the Board.
John Marshall Koglman, Oberlin,
Ohio, has been an owner-operator
since he bought his first truck in 1972.
He has already served one term on the
Board of Directors.
Charles “Chuck” Paar, Mount
Jewett, Pa., is a small-fleet owner with
five owner-operators leased to him.
Hamlin “Trot” Raney III, Wake
Forest, N.C., has his own authority.
He pulls a flatbed hauling various

Doug Smith, Bountiful, Utah, and Monte Wiederhold,
Lebanon, Ohio

Miles Verhoef, Malta, Mont., and David Jungeblut, Sibley, Mo.

Terry Button, Rushville, N.Y.

Jay Grimes, manager of federal
affairs, DC office

JUNE 2017

Collin Long, director of
legislative affairs, DC office
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Congratulations!

Congratulations to the winners
of the 2017/2018 OOIDA
Mary Johnston Scholarships!
First place scholarship winner:

Kyle Klocke

Albertville, MN – $2,000
Son of OOIDA member,
Ralph Klocke

Sean Daniels

Mt. Pleasant, WI– $1,000
Son of member,
Rick Daniels

Madelyne Louise Jacks
Mooresville, IN – $1,000

Daughter of Senior member,
Jason Jacks

Lauren Elizabeth Hardin
Clinton, NC – $1,000

Daughter of Senior member,
David S. Hardin

Kailee Gibbons
Beloit, OH – $1,000
Daughter of member,
Donald J. Gibbons

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
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common good of the Association.”
Trucker, farmer, businessman Terry Button is a Board
Member from Rushville, N.Y. After serving as an alternate
on the OOIDA Board, he was elected to a full seat in
2008. He also serves on the National Freight Advisory
Board. Button says he never fails to be encouraged by the
commitment of OOIDA’s Board of Directors.
“I like listening to everyone in the room,” he said.
“We all have concerns for the well-being of OOIDA, our
industry and members. Concern for our country is right up
there, too.”
Button likes to gauge the commitment in the room by
the yeas and nays of the frequent votes. “I like unanimous
votes on no-brainers, of course, but often we have votes
that are really close. And that is so important. That way we
all see that things are looked at differently.
“But most important is being in the room with all the
people I have come to admire, respect and care for deeply.
They are the best of the best.”
Newly seated Board Member Doug Smith, Bountiful,
Utah, is an owner-operator currently operating dump
truck and heavy haul. A longtime member, Smith likes
the commitment of the Association to the OOIDA Mary
Johnston Scholarship program. His seat on the Board
brings him a close-up view of the scholarship activity.
“It’s nice to hear of the good results coming through our
scholarships,” he said.
For Smith, however, the highlight of the Board Meeting
sessions was the report from the Cullen Law Firm.
“OOIDA gets little thanks from many people that are
beneficiaries of successful lawsuits,” said Smith. “The
Association does a lot of heavy lifting that should result in
an increase of membership, but in today’s society it seems
largely thankless.”
The Cullen Law Firm provided a litigation update for
board members. Recently filed briefs and pending cases
were reviewed by Paul Cullen Sr., Paul Cullen Jr. and
Daniel Cohen. Several longstanding cases were discussed,
including OOIDA v. CARB and several FMCSA cases.
“After 17 years, the Arctic case that became the
Comerica case is finally finished,” Cullen Sr. told the
Board. “That means about $1.2 million to drivers.”
Cohen reported on the ongoing CARB lawsuit and the
successful New York HUT lawsuit. See Page 45 in this
issue for the latest on the $44.4 million victory. Cullen
Jr. updated the Board on the status of the Mexican crossborder pilot program.
The OOIDA Board of Directors meets twice a year to
conduct the Association’s business, to gauge organizational
needs for various projects and to discuss and put into action
strategies regarding the Association’s target issues.
The next board meeting is scheduled for Oct. 11-14. LL
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OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through

May, 2020!!

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2018.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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EYES ON THE ROAD

Knowing
when to

make
the call
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

P

arked at a truck stop
one evening, Mark saw
something that just didn’t
seem right to him.
Having received training from
Truckers Against Trafficking, he
knew what to do. Mark called
the National Human Trafficking
Resource Center hotline and told
the specially trained advocate that
he witnessed two teenage girls
climbing into the cab of another
truck.
According to TAT, the advocate
used Mark’s information and
dispatched the hotline’s 24-hour law
enforcement contact for the area.
When law enforcement arrived on
the scene, they placed the minors
safely in custody and arrested the
“john” for purchasing sex from
children.
While TAT omitted many of
the details from the incident to
protect the victims, it is one of the
program’s success stories.
TAT is a nonprofit organization
created in 2009, which aims to
educate, equip, empower and
mobilize members of the trucking
industry to combat domestic sex
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trafficking. According to TAT,
human trafficking has been reported
in all 50 states, and the number of
victims is estimated to be in the
hundreds of thousands.
Since the launch of the
organization, nearly 1,700 calls have
been made to the hotline. Out of
those calls, 533 were identified as
likely cases of human trafficking.
Those cases involved more than
1,100 victims, and more than 300 of
the victims were minors.

What to look for
n A suspicious vehicle, such as
an RV or van, that is parked with
tractor-trailers
n People frequently coming to and
leaving a vehicle
n A person, who doesn’t appear to
be a truck driver, entering multiple
cabs
n A person with a branding
tattoo, such as a bar code or a
dollar sign, or such phrases as
“cash only,” “money-maker,” or
“daddy’s girl”
n CB chatter of a prostitution deal
n A vehicle dropping off someone
at the cab of a truck and then
returning in 15 or 20 minutes.

The progress has been significant,
but TAT knows its work isn’t done.
The organization is attempting to
make all truckers feel empowered
enough to pick up the phone
and call the hotline just the way
Mark did – even if they don’t feel
100 percent confident they’ve
encountered human trafficking.
“I think they should call the
minute they see something they find
suspicious,” TAT Deputy Director
Kylla Lanier said. “Part of the thing
the hotline does is help the caller
distinguish what they’re seeing
and what steps to take. There is
no penalty for making a call and
it not being trafficking. If it’s not
trafficking, that’s fine. We’d rather
them call and know that for sure.
“We’d rather you call 10 times
and be wrong every time than be
right about it and not make the call.
That call could save someone’s
life.”
But getting witnesses to take that
step isn’t always easy.
Lanier said the fear of
embarrassment is one of the main
obstacles that prevent people from
calling.
However, Lanier wants to remind
drivers that calling the hotline isn’t
JUNE 2017
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Truckers Against Trafficking encourages
drivers to report suspicious activity

“We’d rather you call 10 times
and be wrong every time than
be right about it and not make
the call. That call could save
someone’s life.”
– Kylla Lanier, deputy director for
Truckers Against Trafficking

the same as calling 911.
“It’s extremely low-risk to call
the hotline,” she said. “You’re not
using up anyone’s resources. You’re
not detracting from an actual crime
if you’re not sure. The hotline is the
perfect place to call first if you’re not
sure about what you’re seeing, but you
do have questions about it.”
If it is determined that it is a likely
case of trafficking, the tip is going
to get passed on to law enforcement
officers on the federal level, as well as
the state and local levels, who possess a
human trafficking training background.
“They will be able to respond
appropriately to the situation, get the
victims the services they need, and get
the perpetrators locked up,” Lanier
said.
Another barrier to making that call,
Lanier said, is that many people think
someone else will take care of it. The
best-known case of this phenomena
occurred in 1964 in New York. Kitty
Genovese, a 28-year-old woman,
was stabbed to death outside her
apartment building. The New York
Times originally reported that more
than 30 witnesses saw or heard the
attack but didn’t call the police. The
incident prompted study into a social
psychological phenomenon called the
bystander effect.
“If you see something, always err on
the side of overdoing it,” Lanier said.
“If 12 people make the call, that’s fine.
We’d rather have that happen than no
one call.”
Appropriately, TAT’s motto is “Make
the Call. Save Lives.” The hotline is
888-3737-888. LL
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That time
I didn’t make
the call
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

ave you ever seen young girls or
boys that you thought were in
trouble, being pimped out, sold or just
abused? Have you been unsure, and
for whatever reason you didn’t take
action? I have, and I’ll tell you how
that happened.
It was a few years ago at a big truck
show and it was almost closing time
on the last day. Across from the press
room, a couple of young girls leaned
against the wall watching guys go by.
Heavy makeup, see-through halter tops,
ratty hair and chipped nails. Another
journalist and I exchanged comments.
“How old do you suppose those little
girls are – 12, 14? How can they walk
in those high heels? Do you think
they’re here alone?”
I had a few minutes and decided to
follow them into the restroom. They
were giggly. I wasn’t sure if they were
having fun or goofed to the gills. They
saw my press pass and asked me about
it. One asked if I would write about her.
The other wanted to be on the cover
and showed me how she could pose. I
asked them a lot of questions, too. They
were friendly, said they were sisters,
and in town to visit family. Here’s the
thing. They were not sure what state
they were in (flunked geography).
They laughed and said they were
at the show with their uncle. OK, I
thought. It’s possible some people let
their kids go around dressed like trash.
They seemed happy enough.
They whispered and tittered, trying
to remember where they were the night
before. “We were in Evansville, right?”

H

That did it. I stayed on their trail. The
girls wandered into the thinning crowd,
interested in the booths and products.
They wanted one of everything. In
most ways, they were just little girls,
but I followed, growing more and more
certain they were victims of traffickers.
I heard them say they were supposed
to meet their uncle and “better head
toward the parking lot.” The press room
was closing and I had to get my stuff. I
looked desperately for a security guard.
I found one, but she wasn’t supposed to
leave her area. She promised to watch
for anything weird.
I didn’t have the hotline number with
me. My TAT card was in my camera
bag. If I made a phone call, what would
I say? Was I the only one so worried
about them? OMG, they were half
naked.
The girls were on the move. I had to
get into the press room before it closed.
In a minute, they were out of sight. I
still think about it. And I still am not
quite sure. The difference now, I have
the national hotline (888-3737-888)
stored in my phone and won’t secondguess myself out of calling. LL
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TRIBUTE TRUCK

When Smokey
marries the Bandit
Trucker husband, police
officer wife pay tribute to the
men and women in blue

“End of Watch” is a 2006 Peterbilt 379 pulling a Cottrell car carrier.

By Suzanne Stempinski, contributing field editor

T

Continued on Page 60
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he jokes are easy to come by when you hear
about a truck driver who is married to a police
officer. But, jokes aside, most professional
truckers have a profound respect for the role law
enforcement plays in our daily lives.
No one more so than OOIDA Member Jake Robak.
His wife, Stephanie, is a police officer and dispatcher.
That respect is obvious on the truck the pair showed
in competition at the Mid-America Trucking Show in
March.
“I just want to make a difference in somebody’s life,”
explained Stephanie.
She’s the law enforcement half in the marriage of
police and trucking’s tribute to fallen law enforcement,
Stephanie and Jake Robak

JUNE 2017

Portions of the wrap on “End of Watch” showcase law enforcement from
around the country.

The interior of the 2006 Peterbilt 379 picked up second in the working
truck interior category at MATS.

Michael Mark’s quote remind those admiring the truck of the task police
officers face daily.

The somber, almost nostalgic images set a tone of utmost respect.
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When Smokey marries the Bandit

With many different opportunities to serve in law enforcement, the truck
pays tribute to many of them, like this mounted patrol.

From Page 58
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“End of Watch.” The pair operate Robak Auto Transport
out of Rice, Minn.
An eye-popping mural-wrapped 2006 Peterbilt 379 is a
car-hauling dream with a three-car stinger and dual weed
burners. Most days it is hooked to a Cottrell car carrier.
Under the hood is a C15 Caterpillar engine putting out
550 horsepower. According to their ECM, they’ve got
around 1.4 million miles of good running on this truck.
Polished to a bright gleam, it turns heads without a
doubt. But what makes it really special is the message.
Listed on the deck plate are more than 3,700 names of all
law enforcement officers – canines included – in every
agency nationwide killed in the line of duty from Jan 1,
1996, through Feb 28, 2017. All the sparkle and bling
seem to pale beside the sobering realization that those
who protect us at home also pay a high price for their
service.
Stephanie is currently a police officer with the Melrose,
Minn., police department and a dispatcher for the
Morrison County Police Department out of Little Falls,
Minn. She’s been involved in law enforcement since
2015. She doesn’t come from a law enforcement family.
Stephanie grew up around trucks and cars, but her desire
JUNE 2017
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to help others led her to her chosen career.
“We did most of the work on the truck ourselves,” she
said. “We wanted to show what we can build in our own
shop. We had the wrap done by a company from artwork
we found online and in photographs. All the names on our
truck mean something to someone – their families; their
communities. They matter.”
Jake’s busy with three trucks to manage and run; but
he stays focused on what’s important. “You can build
whatever you want,” he said. “I found this quote on a
wall in Nashville, and it sums things up pretty well for
me. ‘Ambition without motivation is like a bird without
wings.’ Our goal is to raise awareness of law enforcement
and the importance of what they do for our communities.
They’re regular people just doing a different job. And many
are killed just because of their uniform. We honor their
memory, their commitment and their service.”
Their truck and their stories were standouts at MATS,
where they were awarded three trophies in the Paul K.
Young truck beauty contest in the categories of Working
Bobtail, Working Interior – Cab Only and Working Bobtail
Lights.
Thanks, Jake and Stephanie. We appreciate you, too. LL
The deck plate lists the names of 3,700 law enforcement personnel
who died in the line of duty between January 1996 and February 2017.
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SHOOTINÕ THE BREEZE

A traveling feast
Couple turn cooking
in a truck into a lifestyle
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

W

hen James and Carie Partin started as team drivers
about seven years ago, they ate at truck stop
restaurants for almost every meal.
Doing so, they said they were spending about $1,000
each month on food. The frequent trips to the buffet also
contributed to James weighing nearly 300 pounds.
“It was costing too much. I was gaining weight,”
said James, an OOIDA member from Decatur, Tenn.
“Something had to change.”
The couple then discovered the “Cooking on the Truck”
Facebook group, and it all clicked.
Carie, who continues to travel with James but no
longer drives, already
possessed a passion
for gourmet cooking.
An avid viewer of the
Food Network, she
learned how to cook
a variety of cuisines.
However, she was
hesitant to try to make
elaborate meals in the
small confines of a
truck.
– Carie Partin
“I had to get it set in
my mind that we were
basically living in a small camper,” Carie said. “What I
could cook at home, I could cook in a truck. It’s a small
space, but I make it work. I make the space work, because
it’s what I want for me and my husband.”
Doing so, the Partins said they have cut their food costs
to no more than $400 a month, and James has slimmed
down to about 240 pounds.
“I suffered a heart attack about eight years ago, and I
was on three different kinds of blood pressure medicine,”
he said. “My doctor dropped me down to one medicine
now. She said, ‘whatever you’re doing, keep doing it.’
“We try to stay away from greasy foods. We do eat beef,
but we eat a lot of chicken, turkey and fish. We cut pork
completely out of our diet. We watch our fat content and
sodium. We use extra lean hamburger meat, and we cook

OOIDA Member James Partin and his wife, Carie, stopped eating out at
truck stops and started cooking on the truck about four years ago. The
couple said the results have been hundreds of dollars in savings each
month and a healthier lifestyle.

“You have to have
the desire to stay
healthy. If you remove
the excuses, nothing
is impossible.”
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with extra virgin olive oil.”
A healthier diet has also benefited Carie, who is a
thyroid cancer survivor.
Carie said she cooks anything from such basic meals
as steaks and salmon to more elaborate dishes such as
sushi, homemade gyros and stuffed grape leaves. For

Submitted photos

Carie prepared a meal of steamed crab legs, lobster risotto and beet
terrine for James’ and her most recent wedding anniversary.
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Carie said she loves cooking and likes to challenge herself to see if
she can make meals such as sushi.

the couple’s anniversary, she made a meal of steamed
crab legs, lobster risotto and beet terrine. And she did
it all on a truck.
An Aroma rice cooker is a versatile cooking tool that
works well in a small space, James and Carie said. The
cooker steams rice, vegetables, fish and chicken and
can be used to make many items, including stews and
risotto.
Carie has even used the rice cooker to make pizza.
“I’ll buy a premade crust that’s about the same size
as the rice cooker,” she said. “I make my pizza sauce
out of tomato paste and seasonings. We don’t eat pork,
so I fry up some turkey Italian sausage. Then I put in
my sauce, meat, onions, peppers, olives and cheese. I
close my lid and put it on bake for 10-15 minutes, and
we have pizza. I can make four or five pizzas from
that, and it costs no more than $15.”
The Partins said they buy groceries about every two
weeks and put items in ziplock bags to save as much
freezer space as possible.
Carie said it’s all about finding ways to make it
work.
“What it boils down to is that a person has to want
to do this,” Carie said. “You have to have the desire
to stay healthy. People can say they don’t have time,
but there are slow cookers. If you remove the excuses,
nothing is impossible.” LL
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Bill Weaver, an OOIDA member from Flippin, Ark., tentatively plans to release his next
album, “Burnin’ the Old School Down” in September.

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A

truck driver for almost 30 years,
Bill Weaver says he plays
music to give back to all of the other
truckers on the highway.
“I’m just trying to stay in tune
with the drivers,” Weaver said. “I
just want to keep some spirits up out
here and keep these guys and gals
out here proud of what they do for a
living.”
Weaver, an OOIDA member from
Flippin, Ark., got his first guitar
when he was 5 years old. Busy
raising a family, however, he didn’t
go all-in on his music career until
about five years ago. Since then, he
released the album “Every Mile I
Drive.”
Not surprisingly, many of his
songs, such as “I’m Rollin,” “We
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Drive On,” “The Diesel Life,”
“When You’re a Truck Driving
Man,” “The Highway Rules My
Soul,” “Mr. D.O.T.” and “That’s
Why He Trucks,” focus on the
trucking history.
“That’s Why He Trucks,” is a
personal message to his wife about
the dual personalities of a family
man and a truck driver.
“It’s more or less a song to my
wife about who I am at home and
who I am on the road.”
Weaver’s wife, CarolAnn, is also
a singer. Bill and CarolAnn perform
the duet “Louder Than Words” on
the “Every Mile I Drive” album.
Sponsored by ToughTested,
Weaver’s fan base continues to
expand.
He performed in March at the
Mid-America Trucking Show in

Louisville, Ky., on the Red Eye
Radio stage, as well as with Tony
Justice, Brad James and Dave Gore
at the Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium
parking lot.
That same weekend Justice, who
is also a truck driver and OOIDA
member, opened the main concert
at MATS in front of thousands of
fans. Like Weaver, Justice built his
audience by playing truck shows
and selling CDs at truck stops.
Justice is set to release his third
music video at the end of June.
“Tony and I have been friends
for about four years now,” Weaver
said. “Hardly a day goes by that
we don’t speak on the phone. Aside
from being a great friend, he’s an
inspiration. He opened a door for so
many others.”
Weaver said he will perform at the
Take Pride Truck Show on
June 9-10 in Brookville, Ohio.
Justice will close the show. Weaver
also plans to play at the Great
American Trucking Show in Dallas
later this year.
Weaver’s next album, “Burnin’ the
Old School Down,” is tentatively
planned for September. The title
track can be downloaded for
purchase on his website.
But more than making money,
Weaver said he most gets a thrill out
of playing music for his peers.
“We want to put some pride back
in this industry,” he said. “The
drivers work hard for their money.
Tony and I talk about how proud
we are to have them buy our CDs.
That money could go to a couple
of gallons of milk and a couple of
loaves of bread. It’s quite an honor
for them to spend their hard-earned
money on our music.” LL
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Longtime trucker Bill Weaver TANDEM
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plays music for his peers
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Matousek to lead OOIDAÕs government affairs team
By Land Line staff

OOIDA has announced that Mike
Matousek will be the Association’s
new director of
government affairs.
For the past three
years, Matousek
has served OOIDA
as head of the state
legislative affairs
team – a position
Mike Matousek
he will keep.
Matousek will remain in the Grain
Valley headquarters and will work
closely with the executive staff and the
D.C. office on strategy and direction
for OOIDA’s overall advocacy efforts.
Since April 2014, he’s been tracking,
analyzing and actively developing
OOIDA’s involvement in state
legislative issues. Matousek will
continue to advance those initiatives

JUNE 2017

along with directing the Association’s
efforts on Capitol Hill.
Matousek is originally from
Enterprise, Fla., and graduated from
the University of Florida with a
B.S. in Political Science. He began
his career in legislative affairs on
Capitol Hill, working in the office
of U.S. Rep. John Mica of Florida.
Matousek later joined the staff of
U.S. Rep. Sam Graves of Missouri.
While working for Congressman
Graves, he was promoted to legislative
director overseeing and directing the
congressman’s legislative agenda.
Congressman Graves currently chairs
the House Subcommittee on Highways
and Transit.
Before joining OOIDA in 2014,
Matousek was a staffer for the U.S.
House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.
The D.C. office is staffed by

Director of Legislative Affairs Collin
Long and Manager of Federal Affairs
Jay Grimes. Long will lead the dayto-day operations in the D.C. office,
primarily focusing his efforts on
legislative activities. Grimes will give
his attention to the regulatory machine
by monitoring rulemakings, attending
agency meetings, and participating
in working groups with like-minded
organizations. He will coordinate
efforts and work with our regulatory
team to develop and submit comments
that support the positions of our
membership.
Doug Morris will continue as
OOIDA’s director of security
operations.
“This is very much a team approach,
and we believe we have the best
people in place to make the biggest
impact,” said OOIDA Executive Vice
President Todd Spencer. LL
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OOIDA offers new program to
maintain records and stay in compliance
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

hether you’re a one-person
operation with your own authority
or managing a fleet of trucks, keeping
tabs on the litany of paperwork ranging
from hours of service to equipment
maintenance compliance is a tedious
chore. To make your job easier, the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association has rolled out Compliance
Connection, a tool for keeping records
and staying compliant.
Compliance Connection is a one-stop
shop to maintain the records of all the
drivers of a trucking company. Once
signed up, the image on the top will
appear on the log-in screen.
Any paperwork and other
documentation can be filed in the
appropriate category. In the event any
driver included in the files is not in
compliance, the administrator of the page
will be notified. In the bottom image,
noncompliance is found with a driver
and hours of service. Simply click on the
driver’s profile to see what is missing.
When compliance updates are
approaching, the appropriate category will be highlighted
in yellow. Those signed up for
Compliance Connection will receive an email
approximately 30 days before documents, including
CDLs and medical certifications, expire.
Although the focus is on compliance, the new program
is much more. Under the company info tab, trucking
company owners can store documents for contracts,
MCS 90 forms, audit files, training classes, company
policy and safety consulting. Members can also keep
track of mileage maintenance costs and cost-per-mile to
maximize profits.
If an authorized investigator needs certain information,
members can easily pull up all documents requested.
Investigators will have access to only the information
that Compliance Connection members want them to
have.
Members can also store information about any
accidents that may occur. This can be useful for
insurance and investigator inquiries.
In the event “Beyond Compliance” becomes a reality,

W
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Compliance Connection will be an excellent tool to
comply with that program.
Compliance Connection offers several benefits
including:
n 24/7 online access to files
n DVIR storage
n Annual inspection certificates storage
n Drug and alcohol testing and record storage
n Access to upload own documents; no need to
scan and email or fax
n Ability to schedule and track periodic
maintenance
n Ability to organize paperwork and allow auditors
to view records during a new entry safety audit
n Storage of driver qualification files and
maintenance files per FMCSA regulations
Pricing will vary based on the needs of individual
members.
For more information about Compliance Connection,
call OOIDA at 816-229-5791. LL
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Amateur Swim Coach.
PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVER.

WEÕRE MORE THAN JUST PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVERS.
We are parents. Neighbors. Friends. Getting home safe is our
number one priority, which is why we support our industry’s
ongoing commitment to accident-free driving. Because like
anyone else, we have a lot to live for.

#ThankATruckDriver
TruckingMovesAmerica.com
OOIDA is a sponsor of
Trucking Moves America Forward
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What does ‘TrumpCare’ mean
for the individual mandate?
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

he American Health Care Act, also known as
“TrumpCare,” passed the House of Representatives
by a 217-213 vote on May 4. If approved by the Senate
and signed into law by President Donald Trump, the bill
would make several changes to existing health care law
and policy under the Affordable Care Act.
One of the biggest potential changes comes to the
ACA’s “individual mandate,” the provision of law that
requires consumers to purchase health insurance or risk
paying a fine at tax time.
Rick Welsh, broker with Welsh and Associates in
Kansas City, says the proposed bill passed by the House
would do away with the individual mandate. But Welsh
says just because the mandate is on the chopping block
doesn’t mean the new bill would not have a “profound
impact” on those who choose not to purchase insurance.
Welsh says that the new bill would allow insurance
companies to increase premiums on individuals who have
been without coverage for longer than 60 days by at least
30 percent, potentially making already high premiums
even more unaffordable.
The second major change the proposed law would
make is that insurance companies would be allowed to
exclude coverage for pre-existing conditions on those
individuals who’ve had a lapse or been without coverage
longer than 60 days.
“Those without insurance will face extremely high
premiums and have pre-existing conditions not covered,”
Welsh told Land Line. “Bottom line, this is just another
approach to requiring people to have insurance.”
Welsh’s company worked with OOIDA to create an
insurance package for truckers who do not have the
option of purchasing health insurance from an employer.
The Minimum Essential Coverage plans for individuals
and families offer coverage of preventive services and
screenings, while also satisfying the requirements of the
individual mandate under the Affordable Care Act. Plans
are available for premiums as low as $65 for a single
member to $162 for families.
“(Minimum Essential Coverage) is preventive care,”
Welsh said. “It’s a very low-cost option because it’s only
preventive services, but it satisfies the requirements for
insurance and you don’t have to pay the tax penalty.”
Welsh said he believes it’s important for uninsured
individuals to obtain insurance now before there are any
changes, to avoid potential penalties under a new system.

T
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“The key point here I would emphasize to everyone
now, before any new law does take effect, is that you
really need to have at least the minimum required
coverage in place,” he said. “After we know the specifics
of the new law there will be some new version of what
is considered minimum coverage and we will deal with
that.”
Minimum Essential Coverage plans provide
preventive care services and screenings. Covered
screenings for adults include blood pressure, cholesterol,
colorectal cancer (ages 50 to 75), diabetes, obesity and
depression. Plans also cover vaccinations, counseling
and contraception. Preventive services, screenings and
vaccines are also included in the family plans for women
and children.
It’s important to note that Minimum Essential Coverage
plans are not the same as a typical “major medical”
insurance plan that would cover doctor’s visits, hospital
stays or prescription drugs.
Welsh said the way the AHCA works is that those
who do not purchase health insurance will no longer
be required to do so and will no longer face an annual
penalty at tax time. However, he cautions that the
“penalty” will manifest itself in the event that the
individual has a situation where he or she would need to
purchase medical insurance.
Under the current law, those who do not currently have
insurance and who purchase an MEC plan, a prorated tax
penalty would still apply for the months without health
insurance. So if a plan was purchased with an effective
date of May 1, the individual would owe a prorated tax
penalty for the four months without insurance. LL
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OOIDA offers online
training for FDA rule
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

In response to the Food and Drug Administration’s rule on
the Sanitary Transportation of Human and Animal Food,
the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
offers an online training course. OOIDA’s online course
meets all of the training requirements for the rule.
Launched on April 26, the course includes a 63-minute
training module, a test, a certificate of completion, a card
to keep in the truck, and templates of written procedures
and checklists for dry
van trailers, reefers,
The $100 course
comes with a certificate flatbeds, liquid bulk
tankers and hopper
of completion and
bottoms.
meets all the training
The $100 course
requirements for the
is offered to OOIDA
members and nonFDA rule.
members and can be
found on the OOIDA Online Business education website.
Last year, the FDA moved forward on the new regulation
that branched off of the Food Safety Modernization Act
that was signed into law by President Barack Obama in
2011. The rule established requirements for shippers,
loaders, carriers by motor or rail vehicles, and receivers
involved in transporting human and animal food.
The FDA mandated compliance for large carriers by
April 2017, and small carriers by April 2018. However,
the reality is that small carriers won’t have that extra year.
Most shippers and brokers don’t plan to offer loads to any
carriers, regardless of size, if they’re not meeting the new
requirements.
“All carriers that are hauling human or animal food
that is not enclosed or is temperature controlled will have
to have this training,” said Andrew King of the OOIDA
Foundation.
“This is an hour-long video that covers the different
responsibilities for carriers, loaders and receivers, because
our members may be all three. It kind of just depends on
the contract they have with shippers and brokers. Some
shippers and receivers don’t even allow the driver on the
dock, while others require them to do all of the loading
and unloading. But this covers all of that.”
After the video, they will take a test with 20 questions.
After the test, they will receive a certificate of completion
to show they are compliant. The certificate can be received
electronically or through the mail. LL

Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
NEW!
Available
YearRound!

OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
Circle No. 25 on Response Card
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OOIDA’s new ride:
2017 Western Star
5700XE
By Suzanne Stempinski
contributing field editor

W

estern Star was the one
presenting the gifts at its 50th
anniversary bash in late April held in
Chandler, Ariz.
Jon “Doc” Osburn, the OwnerOperator Independent Drivers
Association’s tour truck driver,
received the keys to a white and blue
2017 Western Star 5700XE to pull
the “Spirit of the American Trucker”
tour trailer around the country.
This is the third time Western
Star has partnered with OOIDA,
providing a truck for OOIDA’s
mobile outreach efforts around the
country.
“OOIDA and Western Star share
a common customer base. OOIDA
appeals to the ‘little guy’ making
sure their rights are preserved and
respected. At Western Star, we also
value them. We share a lot of the
same customers,” Mike Guarino, On
Highway Manager for Western Star,
told Land Line.
“With our 5700XE, while we
know that large fleets will appreciate
us as a reward truck, traditionally
our loyal Western Star customers are
owner-operators and small fleets.”
The Western Star 5700XE “Spirit
Truck” is old-school cool. Big hood,
square grill, looks tough. Even with
fairings. Under the hood, the Detroit
DD16 engine with 560 horsepower
and 1,850 lb-ft of torque and the
Detroit DT12 automated manual
transmission create a powerfully fuel
efficient combination that rivals the
Freightliner Cascadia.
The interior is jaw dropping. The
82-inch, high-roof sleeper has lots
of cherry wood cabinets and storage
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OOIDA’s new “Spirit of
the American Trucker”
is a brand-new 2017
Western Star 5700XE.
(Photo by Nikohle Barnes)
OOIDA Marketing
Director Mike Schermoly
and OOIDA Tour Truck
Captain Jon Osburn
check out the new “Spirit
of the American Trucker.”
(Photo by Suzanne
Stempinski)

space, thoughtfully planned to
include room for your suitcase and
portable potty. The bed is big enough
for two. Or in the case of the “Spirit
of the American Trucker,” it’s the
right size for a man and his dog.
The only thing left was to take
it for a spin. I hopped behind the
wheel accompanied by Western
Star President Kelley Platt and Jon
Osburn.
The truck was quiet and nimble.
The visibility through the split
windshield was panoramic. The
A pillars did not create blind spots.
“I really like this truck,” said Jon.
“Last year I spent more than
200 nights on the road. I expect to
be gone at least that much this year
so it’s important to have a truck that
works well for me.”

No need to raise our voices to
carry on a three-way conversation.
This is a truck that’ll work hard from
day to night.
Just remember, if you catch Jon at
one of his tour stops, and you want
to check it out for yourself, you can.
“I’d be happy to let anyone take a
look around the truck,” Jon said.
At Western Star, celebrating
50 Years of Legendary Awesomeness
is a milestone they’re proud to
recognize – along with being bad
asses and one-of-a-kinds – as they
head into the next chapter of their
story.
From a company that started as
part of the White Motor Co. in
western Canada in the logging fields
in 1967, they quickly migrated into a
Continued on Page 77
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By Jon Osburn Skipper of “The Spirit”

ON THE ROAD

Come out and go Western Star gazing
I received the keys to a white and
blue 2017 Western Star 5700XE in
late April, and I will tell you that this
is a “take care of business” kind of
truck. It’s got a bigger motor, and
it’s a whole lot more responsive in
traffic.
The sleeper has 20 more inches
than the previous one, and I will
have a larger bed. That’s good news,
because Sassi likes to hog as much
space in the bed as she can. I’m also
going to put in a flat-screen TV and
a built-in microwave. It’s a beautiful
truck.
There will be plenty of chances to
see me and the new truck in June.
I will be at the South Dakota State
Fairgrounds in Huron for Wheel
Jam June 2-4. The annual show is

a tribute to everything on wheels
with events involving classic cars,
motorcycles and heavy-duty trucks.
On June 1 and June 3, there will be
stock car races at the fair grounds’
speedway.
On June 2, OOIDA Member Tony
Justice will serve as the featured
musical entertainment.
Then June becomes a really busy
month. After Wheel Jam, I will make
stops in Commerce City, Colo.;
Laramie, Wyo.; Laurel, Mont.;
Spokane, Wash.; Portland, Ore.;
and Boise, Idaho. So there certainly
won’t be any moss growing under
The Spirit in June. After the stop
in my hometown of Boise, I will
take some time off to do “domestic”
things around the home.

It should be a fun month. A lot of
these stops have fresh baked goods.
And if there are fresh baked goods,
I’m going to be happy. Hope to see
you there, and be sure to check out
the new truck from the cool folks at
Western Star. LL

Senior Member
Jon Osburn has
been an OOIDA
member since 1993.
A former longtime
owner-operator, Jon
has also worked as
a paramedic and
a Navy hospital
corpsman. He lives with his wife, Vicki,
in Boise, Idaho, and travels with his loyal
co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: JUNE 2017
June 2-4

Wheel Jam, Huron, SD

June 6-8

T/A, Commerce City, CO

I-70, exit 278

June 9-11

Petro, Laramie, WY

I-80, Exit 310

June 13-15

T/A, Laurel, MT

I-90, Exit 437

June 17-19

Petro, Spokane, WA

I-90, Exit 272

June 21-23

Jubitz, Portland, OR

10210 N Vancouver Way

June 25-27

JD “Doc” Osburn T/A, Boise, ID

I-84, Exit 54

June 28-July 8

Holiday at home

July 13-15

Walcott Truckers Jamboree,
Walcott, IA
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SD State Fairgrounds

I-80, Exit 284

Thanks to Western Star Trucks for their
generous use of the 2017 5700 EX
Phantom II as the new Spirit of the
American Trucker tour truck. Western
Star’s support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.
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“This card works for you.”
Your OOIDA membership card gives you more than
90 discounts, rebates and more.
OOIDA Life Member Jerry Ruplinger
of Claysville, Pa., has used his Truckers
Advantage fuel card almost every day for
many years. He also took advantage of
International’s rebate program through OOIDA.
Call 800-444-5791 and discover what other
discounts members receive.

EW

N
National Truck Protection offers OOIDA
DISCOUNT
members extended service contracts for
used Class 3-8 commercial
trucks. To qualify, your
truck must be nine years
old or newer, and have
fewer than 925K miles and
a current inspection. NTP
service contracts cover the cost of parts and labor to
replace select power train components.

Centramatic offers OOIDA members a 15% discount
plus prepaid freight in the U.S. on their on-board
wheel balancers. The balancers increase tire life, reduce
maintenance costs, and increase fuel economy.

Continental offers OOIDA members special pricing on
TrukFix Emergency Roadside Service, including nonemergency service and emergency roadside assistance.
Beneﬁts include 24/7 availability, no membership fees (pay
only when you need it), regulated/published tire and service
pricing program, and more.

Goodyear offers OOIDA members access to the
Goodyear Smart Fleet Program, which allows owneroperators and small ﬂeets national published prices
on tires, retreads and tire-related services, $50 rebate
per tire up to 10 tires, access to Goodyear Fleet HQ
24/7 roadside assistance program, and more.
Joining the program is free with current OOIDA member
number. Rebate offer expires Dec. 31, 2017.

Michelin offers OOIDA members National Account
pricing on new truck tires, retreads, passenger vehicle
tires, agricultural equipment tires and earthmoving
equipment tires. In addition, members gain access to
24/7/365 response from Michelin’s OnCall emergency
road service program.
Special Michelin tire program membership pricing
on new tires, retreads and tire-related services.
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Join OOIDA today, call 800-444-5791
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Truck System Technologies
(TST) offers OOIDA
members a 10% discount
on tire pressure monitoring
systems and other
products. TST systems are adaptive, can monitor up to 36
tires, and allow trailer exchange technology.

Fuel
Truckers Advantage

Parts & Equipment
4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
CSTK (Thermo King)
Dipetane
Donvel
Dura-Lite
MHC

Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
RigMaster
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

Services
Ace Registration
Clean Slate Tax
IdleAir
Open Road Drivers Plan
Phoenix Sleep
Solutions
PrePass
RTS Credit Services
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions
4 Truckers
Tax Defense Network

Taxation Solutions
Team CME
Todd Knapp CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions

Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Semi Systems
Truckerdox
Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere
TruckTrack
Tires
Bauer Built
Octagon
Purcell Tire &
Service Center
Travel
Avis
Budget

Causeway Bay
Hertz
La Quinta
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Wyndham

Truck & Trailer
American Trailer
& Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
International Used Truck
Center
Kenworth
PACCAR Financial Used
Trucks
Peterbilt
SelecTrucks
Western Star

OOIDA
File your 2290 online
MembersEdge Load Board from DAT offers OOIDA
members the ﬁrst 30 days free and 10% off for life.
The load board was developed speciﬁcally for OOIDA
members and provides unlimited truckload searching and
truck posting, weather and road conditions, truck stop and
regulatory directories, mileage and routing, broker credit
scores and days to pay.

My Miles Matter by Shell Rotella offers OOIDA
members 2,500 Bonus Reward Miles with the
purchase of qualifying Shell Rotella products. Miles
can be redeemed with an OOIDA membership card
through the Reward Catalog.

JUNE 2017
2017
JUNE

The OOIDA Permits and Licensing
Department offers our members the
convenience and speed of filing
2290s (Heavy Highway Use Tax)
online! Save yourself the hassle of
standing in line at the IRS office to
get a receipt or waiting four to six
weeks after mailing your payment to
get a receipt back in the mail. Filing
online gets the e-filed receipt in your
hands within 48 hours.
Call us for more
information today.

WESTERN STAR
4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
haulme LLC
Mission Financial
Services
MyLumper Corp.

123LoadBoard.com
Aircell Intake Spacers
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication
CAG Truck Capital
Capital Solutions Inc.
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Detroit Radiator
Dura-Lite Heat Transfer Products
First Choice Logistics Inc.
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
LS Nexus
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Missouri Movers Assoc. (MMA)
Neal Freeman Investments
Orange Commercial Credit
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
Polarstorm
RTS Financial Service
Right Weigh Inc.
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Tech Atlantis Inc.
Think Trade, Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Towaway Express Inc.
Transport Training of America
Trucker Therapy
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Truckers Home Ofﬁce
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors
Zephyr Sales Co. Inc.

SUPPORTERS

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker

Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits
American Truck
Historical Society
Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot &
OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

SILVER LEVEL

Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

OOIDA
Corporate Supporters
GOLD LEVEL

More discounts!

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call OOIDA’s Membership
Department at 800-444-5791 for details on these offers.

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts
or call the OOIDA Membership
Department at 800-444-5791
for details on these offers.
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So who’s
going to
load the
truck?

By John Bendel, contributing editor-at-large

T

he Brookings Institution, the granddaddy of D.C.
think tanks, says truck drivers aren’t going to be
replaced any time soon. But that hasn’t discouraged
big-time investment in the design, development, testing,
and soon enough the deployment of autonomous truck
technology.
We may get tired of hearing about it, but the march
toward driverless vehicles is becoming a stampede.
Every month brings a raft of fresh developments.
According to the National Conference of State
Legislatures, bills related to autonomous vehicles are
being considered in 32 states. Twelve states and the
District of Columbia have actually passed laws, and the
governors of Arizona and Massachusetts have issued
executive orders on the subject.
Much of the self-driving development is for cars,
but auto technology has a way of migrating to trucks.
In California 15 different companies are testing
autonomous cars, including a model with no brakes or
steering wheel from Google spin-off Waymo. California
had to pass a separate law to accommodate that one.
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Not long ago, you could count autonomous vehicle
tests on one hand. Now they’re going on all over the
place, in California, Nevada, Michigan, and even – with
the blessing of the city fathers – Pittsburgh, Pa. GM is
hiring 1,100 people in San Francisco to work on selfdriving cars. More than 50 autonomous-capable Chevy
Bolts are being tested there, in Scottsdale, Ariz., and in
the Detroit area.
Uber is testing more than 40 cars, mostly specially
equipped Volvo SUVs, in San Francisco, Pittsburgh,
and in Arizona. California recently granted Apple
permission to test its technology in three Lexus RX540h
models.
But Uber has its problems.
In March, a self-driving Uber was in an accident
that its sophisticated equipment failed to prevent.
News photos show Uber’s Volvo on its side near
the intersection where it was hit by a human-driven
car. Meanwhile, iTech Post said leaks from the Uber
program show its fleet of driverless test cars has been
unable to attain an average of more than one mile
without human driver intervention. According to the
New York-based tech publication, bad weather and
confusing lanes have made test cars “stop abruptly, hit
the brakes, jerk uncontrollably, or just swerve for no
good reasons.”
There’s action in the truck world as well. The states
of Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania have formed

© cla78 - Fotolia.com; © higyou - Fotolia.com

In the mad dash to replace
drivers in heavy-duty trucks
with autonomous technology,
has one very large, key component
been left out of the equation?

JUNE 2017

At the end, the article notes that “truck
drivers and Silicon Valley are at odds
of how, when and where any potential
labor market effects will take place …”
what they call the Smart Belt Coalition to foster
autonomous truck development. Some testing will
begin this summer
on the Ohio
Turnpike.
Autonomous
truck projects
are underway at
Daimler, which
introduced the
technology three years ago with massive press events
in Magdeburg, Germany, and at the Hoover Dam
in Nevada. Since then, similar projects have been
announced by manufacturers Volvo, Paccar, and
Navistar. Otto, now owned by Uber, introduced the
idea of retrofitting autonomous devices. Recently, a
startup called Embark introduced truck technology that
is autonomous on
the interstate and
projected to be
controlled remotely
by someone at a
computer for the
last local miles.
This stuff
has become so
mainstream that
competitors are
suing each other.
For example,
Waymo is suing
Uber which owns
Otto, the company
that last summer
sent an autonomous
truckload of
Budweiser down
I-85 in Colorado.
Waymo claims the
guy who launched
Otto took technology from Waymo where he worked
when it was still called Google. Uber says no way.
Continued on Page 76
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So this may play out in a courtroom. That could delay the
deployment of Otto retrofits, and Otto seems to be in a hurry.
All of these costly efforts are ultimately aimed not at
assisting drivers, but at replacing them. Nothing else makes
long-term economic sense. Does anyone believe
big players like Daimler and Uber are investing all
that money so drivers can play video games and nap
behind the wheel?
But it turns out getting rid of all those expensive
drivers (insert a chuckle here) won’t be all that easy.
That takes us back to the Brookings
Institution, that Washington
think tank.
A web page titled
The Avenue from
Brookings’
Metropolitan
Policy Program recently
posted a six-page article
called “Automated
trucking’s rapid rise
overlooks the need for skilled
labor.”
In the detailed, long-winded
manner of most researchers, the
authors state that “truck drivers
depend on a wide range of skills
to carry out their jobs every day.
Just as there are different types
of doctors, there are different
types of truck drivers. …
Not surprisingly, many of
these drivers are not simply
sitting behind the wheel all
day on auto drive. They
also inspect their freight
loads, fix equipment, make
deliveries, and perform other
non-routinized tasks.”
At the end, the article notes
that “truck drivers and
Silicon Valley are at
odds of how, when, and where any potential
labor market effects will take place …”
In other words, we don’t just drive the trucks;
we load and unload them too. And neither Silicon Valley
nor the Brookings Institution is likely aware that we deal
with an unending string of unanticipated problems on the
road, some of which even the most creative writer could not
make up. LL
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Let’s not forget
the platoons

Then there’s the whole platooning
thing – trucks running close together
with following distance regulated
electronically. It’s supposed to save
fuel, though at least one trucking
technology icon, Alain Kornhauser, the
Princeton professor who founded ALK
Technologies, has said the promised
fuel savings are simply too little to
make platooning worth pursuing for
most carriers.
Nevertheless, the best-known
company in platooning, Peloton,
recently partnered up with Omnitracs to
offer two-truck platooning for Omnitracs
customers. It isn’t ready just yet, they
say, but it will be very soon.
Peloton is way out front in
the race to launch the
age of truck platoons,
which – widely
adopted or not – will
probably be the first
commercial breakthrough
in the coming era of digital
trucking.
Never mind what
Kornhauser thinks; some big
money says it’s going to work.
Among Peloton’s backers are
Intel, Volvo and UPS. LL
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OOIDA’s new ride:
2017 Western Star 5700XE
From Page 70

wide variety of other applications
requiring tough and sturdy
equipment. It had to be; sometimes
there was no local shop to perform
repairs.
That legendary toughness continues
to this day, but now there’s a
significant dealer network backing
them up with 362 selling dealerships
and an additional 200 parts and
service locations.
At the anniversary event, I had the
chance to get up close and personal
with a variety of Western Star trucks.
First up was the new 4900 XD. It
came in the shape of a 25-ton dump
truck. Stout and powerful from the
ground. I couldn’t wait to slip behind
the wheel. Powered by the Detroit
DDC 60, 14-liter, 500 hp engine
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with an Allison 4500 RDS automatic
transmission, it was calling my name.
I climbed up and got settled,
buckling up and surveying the offroad course. I started out a little
gently, feeling my way through the
bumps and ruts. As we rocked and
rolled around the first curve and up
the hill, I got bolder.
I figured the truck might run even
smoother if I hit the tops of the
bumps instead of the bottoms so I
slapped my foot to the floor. I was
right. It’s good to be the first truck
because I had nobody to whack as I
topped the hill blind. We didn’t quite
get air, but not for lack of effort. That
big bad dump truck took it and gave
as good as it got.
Next in my sights was the 4700SF
concrete mixer. It sported a Detroit
DD13 and the Allison 4700 RDS
automatic transmission. Mindful of
the fact that it was mixing, I opted to

make a gentler run around the course.
No point in getting over-rotated and
having or causing a wreck. Sweet.
The last vocational truck I drove
was another 4900 XD. This one had
an Elliott HiReach Lift attached to
the frame. We practically sprang over
the course with the light attachment
and quick response from the Detroit
DD16 and Allison 4500RDS. I could
have played with these trucks all day.
While any of them could be driven
down the road, they are designed to
be tough and efficient in challenging
working environments.
While Western Star’s current
market share is a small but loyal
niche, they have bigger goals,
aspiring to more than double their
standing by the year 2025.
“We want the next 50 years to be
just as awesome and more so,” said
Platt. LL
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TRUCKING ESSENTIALS

By Jami Jones, managing editor

S

ay “low-rolling-resistance tires”
to any trucker, and likely the
first reaction will be concern over
traction.
That may have been of some
concern in 2004 when the
Environmental Protection Agency
encouraged use of the tires through
programs like SmartWay and really
brought them into the fuel efficiency
consciousness of the industry. But a
lot has changed over the years.
There’s a concept in business
that illustrates the choices one must
make. The logic goes that there are
three things sought after in products:
good, fast and cheap. The problem
is, it is all but impossible to get all
three. You can have a good product,
delivered fast, but it won’t be
cheap. You can get a cheap product,
delivered fast, but the quality won’t
likely be there.
That’s very similar to some of the
challenges tire makers face when
developing low-rolling-resistance
tires. Trying to develop a lowrolling-resistance tire with long tread
life and good traction is, bluntly,
tricky.
“The real challenge … is to break
that paradigm,” Gary Schroeder,
director of global truck and bus tires
for Cooper Tires, told Land Line.
“Tires are highly engineered,” he
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said. “It’s a constant balancing act
when you’re looking to improve one
thing like rolling resistance.”
But it’s not impossible. Today’s
low-rolling-resistance tires sport
long life and traction. Tire makers
credit a long history of development
to break the paradigm, as Schroeder
called it.
“Goodyear introduced its exclusive
Fuel Max Technology – which uses
a combination of tire construction,
compounding and tread design to
decrease tire rolling resistance – well
before the the SmartWay program,”
said Brian Buckham, Goodyear
general manager of product
marketing. “So we were already
thinking low rolling resistance and
could adjust the rolling resistance
levels of our tires in order to meet
SmartWay requirements.”
Michelin was in the game of
developing low-rolling-resistance
tires well before EPA pushed them
into the limelight, and has focused
heavily on developing truck tires
with low rolling resistance for those
customers who value fuel economy.
The development of new energy
compounds, optimized tread designs,
and innovations like the wide-base
single X One are examples.
The challenge, according to
Michelin officials, is to design and
produce both high-quality duals
and wide singles for the various

applications that fleets demand.
There is universal agreement
between Cooper, Goodyear and
Michelin that the balancing act and
trade-offs between fuel economy,
tread life and traction have been
reduced greatly over the years.
“At Goodyear, we refer to this
as the performance triangle. In the
past, when one benefit, such as low
rolling resistance, was optimized,
trade-offs were made in which the
other benefits of the performance
triangle were reduced,” Goodyear’s
Buckham said. “This dynamic is
much less prevalent these days.”
All three point to the innovative
engineering as the key to that
success.
Michelin’s management says that
through tire design, it is possible
to use technologically advanced
compounds and tire-construction
techniques to minimize a tire’s
rolling resistance. To guard against
trade-offs, Michelin designs products
with new materials, sculptures and
casing designs to provide the lowest
rolling resistance while improving
other performances as well.
Goodyear’s Buckham says they
are constantly developing new
technologies and designs to stretch
the elements of the performance
triangle, so fleets can enjoy optimal
all-around performance.
The challenges of developing a
truck tire that “has it all” certainly
aren’t enough to shrink the tire
market. In fact, Pirelli jumped into
the heavy-duty truck tire market
with a new tire launch at the MidJUNE 2017
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You can
have it all

The trade-offs
of tread life and
traction when opting
for low-rollingresistance tires are
pretty much a thing
of the past.

America Trucking Show in Louisville,
Ky., this past March.
“Developing tires for the U.S.
market requires the manufacturer to
truly be in tune with the market – types
of trucks, applications, roads, drivers,
etc.,” said Clif Armstrong, president
of TP Commercial Solutions, whose
company partnered in the development
of the Pirelli tire line.
“What has evolved since the
inception of SmartWay is a much
better understanding of how to build
truck tires that not only offer the
traditional long miles and durable
casings, but now can deliver fuel
efficiency. The Global Pirelli Technical
Group is partnering with my local
organization to create a product that
can give both of the above.”
So, the next time you are shopping
for tires, take another look at

“In the past, when one benefit, such as low rolling
resistance, was optimized, trade-offs were made in
which the other benefits of the performance triangle
were reduced. This dynamic is much less prevalent
these days.” Ð Brian Buckham, Goodyear
low-rolling-resistance tires. The
advancements, along with the fuel
savings, may make them more
attractive to your operation than your
internal bias allows you to believe.
Michelin’s management team advises
drivers to consider the operating
environment and to understand how
the tire can contribute to the success
of the fleet. The tire’s performance
must sync with the nature of their
operations, to their drivers and their
habits, driving locations, maintenance
habits, budget and other priorities –
such as fuel costs.
Goodyear suggests in addition to

finding the right type of tire that
drivers should consider the service
network. A cheap tire with no one to
service, repair or replace them when
you’re stuck in the middle of nowhere
probably isn’t worth the money you
“saved.”
Cooper’s Schroeder added that
you have to find a company that’s
ready to stand behind its product with
warranties and retread guarantees.
“You have to know what you’re
getting is a good tire if the company
is serious about their warranties and
such,” he said. LL
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The Cascadia Elite Interior Cockpit
package is shown in saddle tan and
black. Check out the wrap-around
dash and the low cup holders, for
easy access to switches.

Input from drivers and the aviation industry
played key roles in the revolutionized Freightliner
Cascadia cab and sleeper.
By Land Line staff

W

hat happens when you put
together a bunch of truck
drivers, truck OEM designers, and
engineers with collaboration from the
aviation industry? You get a cab and
interior that turn conventional cab and
sleeper design on its ear.
Interior improvements in OEM
sleepers moved rather slowly with
thoughtful innovation and tweaks
happening with new packages over
the years. Space for refrigerators and
microwaves, an actual desk area, and
more outlets for electronic devices are
just some of the things that drove
change over time.
Introduced to the media late last
year, the rethought, reimagined and –
dare one say – revolutionary 2018
Freightliner Cascadia moved usable
work and living space in a truck
forward by leaps and bounds.
“Professional drivers can spend
more than 100 hours in the cab during
an average workweek, and the
environment needs to be friendly and
inviting both on the job and during
downtime,” said Richard Howard,
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senior vice president of Sales and
Marketing for Daimler Trucks North
America. “Giving drivers a vehicle
they are proud to operate – one with
the latest safety features, productivity
enhancements and creature comforts –
was a priority.”
The forward momentum in the
Cascadia interior design area pairs
a mix of small “common sense”
design features with “aha” and clever
changes to truly bring a new feel
to the inside of a truck. Available

The little details like cup holder
placement and plenty of outlets
for electronics show engineers
took driver input to heart.
in sleeper heights of 48, 60 and 72
inches, customization for a particular
driver’s preferences and options
seems limitless.
The interior of the truck got a
thoughtful overhaul where driver
input is evident in the modifications
made in coordination with Teague, a
company that is known for designing
Boeing aircraft interiors.

Photos courtesy of Freightliner

Trend-setting sleeper design

The ergonomically designed wraparound dashboard puts all switches
and controls within arm’s reach of
any driver, tall or short, big or small.
The telescoping and tilting steering
wheel paired with high-performance
adjustable seats makes it even easier
to find a comfortable fit for people of
all sizes. It also makes movement in
and out of the jump seat much more
accessible.
In the category of commonsense
changes, drink holders are moved
lower to allow clear access to power
ports for small electronics and all
the switches. No more moving and
swapping things around just to plug
something in or to flip a switch.
The notoriously quiet Cascadia
was taken to the next level with
the addition of optional Thinsulate
insulation from 3M. Reducing noise
even further than previous models,
the 2018 Cascadia was so quiet that
even with the engine brake engaged
conversation inside the truck never
rose above normal speaking levels.
Double-bunk and Driver Loft
options are also available. A new
cargo shelf option allows drivers to
store containers or duffle bags easily.
If an upper bunk is spec’d, it will
come standard with an easily released
telescoping ladder, making getting
into the upper bunk a breeze. The
Driver Loft also comes standard with
aircraft-inspired LED ambient lighting
and a dimmer switch so drivers can
personalize their light levels.
The “loft” sleeper’s amount of
space in the new Cascadia is mindblowing. A two-person dinette where
two adults can sit comfortably and
not kick each other under the table
collapses in seconds to allow for a

JUNE 2017

This Cascadia 72-inch raised roof sleeper interior is shown with the standard
lower bunk and optional upper bunk with telescoping ladder.

This Cascadia sleeper features the Elite Lounge package with Driver’s Loft and
upper cargo shelf.

fold-down Murphy bed.
When the dinette was set up, three
adults were able to move around
in the sleeper without bumping
into each other. Every nook and
cranny is used. Roomy and plentiful
storage cabinets were designed by
Teague with the snap and locking
mechanisms similar to jet plane
overhead storage.
The clever use of all available
space for storage, coupled with
Teague’s expertise in durable and

secured storage may have you feel
as if you’re getting ready for liftoff.
But you’ll soon forget that when you
hang up a shirt in a closet and it’s not
dragging the bottom. Or you don’t
have to sift through countless duffles
and storage tubs to find what you’re
looking for.
Because the storage bins lock shut,
you won’t be picking up stuff off the
floor after a hard braking incident the
way you do after throwing everything
on the top bunk. LL
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Roll with
the changes
T
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1981 or 1991? You tell me. It’s definitely a stellar retro conversion.

of contentment in
overseeing this one
truck and being able
to have a lot less stress
and enjoy more of his
family time.
Like so many of us
in the industry, Troy
grew up riding with
his dad, “Big Hudd” as
folks called him, every
chance he could get.
He rode shotgun with
Looks as good going as coming at you.
his dad in the summer,
on weekends, and any other time he could. His father
owned day cabs back then, and he jokingly recalls that
when they would get to a destination, he would sleep on
the floor, curled up around the shifter. Or sometimes Big
Hudd would pull the tarp back on the trailer, and Troy
would lie on top of the beans and take a nap.
After Troy launched his owner-operator career, he
owned a Peterbilt for a short time. Although he loved the
look, he couldn’t stand the rougher ride. So he sold it
and got back in his pride and joy, this ’91 Freightliner.
Troy’s advice to someone just becoming an owner-op:
“Do one thing, get it down pat, do it right, and be the
best you possibly can at it. Don’t get spread too thin,
JUNE 2017

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

ake a look at Troy Huddleston’s truly retro 1991
Freightliner. Perhaps a more fitting name for this
feature would be: “Rolling back in time, despite the
changes.”
Based out of Yale, Ill., this 32-year trucking veteran
has owned and driven this same truck since 1995.
Powered by a 425 horsepower Cat, a 15-speed OD Fuller
transmission, and 3.58 ratio gears with more than
300 inches of wheelbase, this li’l red FLD 120
Freightliner wasn’t all that little in 1995. These were
pretty large specs back in that era.
In 1996, shortly after purchasing the truck, Troy was
pulling a load of anhydrous ammonia and got involved
in a wreck where the rig was laid over and totaled out
by the insurance. He retained the truck and installed a
brand-new cab and hood, and changed it to a classic XL
front end. After the wreck and because of the severity of
the incident, the truck was appropriately named “Flirtin’
with Disaster.”
Recently, in 2016, Troy and his brother Randy got
busy and did an extensive full body makeover on the
truck to literally make it appear like an FLC model.
The FLC series went out of production in the 1980s.
The brothers found a used aluminum hood, changed
out the windshield mask and cowl panels, and put an
old authentic paint job on it. They cut some cool heartshaped windows in the bunk and decided to go back
with an original style sun visor, cab lights and stacks.
One of Troy’s favorite parts of the truck is the old
“Jackson” paint stripe design, which Freightliner offered
in the ’80s and which was inspired by one of Carl Alt’s
trucks from Huddleston’s childhood days. He also really
likes the “double-stacked” front bumpers.
Today, Troy hauls liquid fertilizer and food grade
organic grains with his truck. After operating 25
trucks back in 2010, he found a buyer for a portion of
his business. He has definitely acquired a new level

Chain steering wheel, barefoot pedals … say “hello” to the ’80s.

been a friend, and wonderful customer, but he also has
strong and admirable family values, is surrounded by great
people, and is one of the “best sports” you’ll ever meet!
Troy thanks the Lord for the opportunity he has been
given to do something he enjoys to earn his living. As he
says, “If you make work your hobby, you’ll never work a
day in your life.”
He is especially grateful to Maria, his wife of 20-plus
years, and their three awesome children Austin, Allison
and Alivia. They are the reason he “gets up and goes.”
He also thanks his brother Randy for continuing to work
on the truck while Troy had to go trucking from time
to time; Dammit Dave and Rob for all the help and late
nights working on the ol’ girl; Roadworks for building the
stacked front bumpers; and DynaFlex for jumping in to
help with the exhaust pipes.
In closing, this rig is no longer known as “Flirtin with
Disaster.” Troy officially renamed the truck in 2016 “Roll
with the Changes.” LL

No detail was spared to pull off the ’80s FLC look.

chasing too many rabbits. Next, listen to what some of the
old-timers in trucking tell you, take it earnestly to heart,
and apply it to what you do.”
We have known Troy for many years and can certainly
tell you from personal experience that he not only has
JUNE 2017

Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo. They
have been entrenched in trucking for three
generations and have but one focus: To serve
America’s truckers and assist in keeping them
“looking good and rolling proud” as they travel
the highways.
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Volvo rolls out
re-engineered
VNR lineup
By Johanne Couture, special to Land Line

olvo Trucks North America beefed up its
regional truck offerings with the addition of
the new VNR regional-haul trucks. The unveiling
of the new lineup was held in conjunction with
ExpoCam in Montreal in mid-April.
Engineered and designed from the ground up,
The new Volvo VNR model features a modern, ergonomic driver environment across
with substantial driver input, this new regional
its three models, the VNR 300 daycab, VNR 400 41-inch sleeper and the VNR 640
model should please those who get to drive it.
61-inch sleeper.
The hood is narrower, pushed in and
lowered, giving better visibility and improved
aerodynamics. Motor sports industry principles
were used in the design to create a combination of
precision and power.
New automotive-quality LED headlights and
optional fog lights make forward visibility class
leading. An interesting feature that those of us
running in northern climates will appreciate is the
heat recirculation into the LED headlight assembly,
keeping snow from building up on lenses.
Fog lights are integrated in the three-piece
bumper, the center of which is stamped steel; side
bumper pieces are polyurethane for easy removal
and replacement if damaged. The hood latching
system is now integrated with the cab, and the
The new Volvo VNR model driver dash configuration.
splash shields have been attached to the hood for
easier engine compartment access. A brand-new
grille design, bolder hood emblem and cooling
Driver input made cup holders a priority. The new ones
package make the VNR stand out in the crowd.
are
modular and flexible, mounted on a rail with toggle
The interior has also been redesigned for safety,
switch
positioning for driver comfort. The steering wheel
ergonomics and convenience. Three different trim levels
has new air-assisted tilt positioning, and 19 different
are available. Contrary to the past, the seat is not part of
button controls for cruise control, entertainment center,
the trim package chosen, and there are seven different
Bluetooth features, driver information display, horns, and
fabric levels from which to choose. The newest seat
light interrupters.
feature is the availability of in-seat heat and ventilation
Interior lighting includes overhead LED reading lamps
cooling.
that
can be switched from white or blue to red. There are
The driver’s seat mounting has been lowered to give a
also
added puddle lights on the underside of the deeper
bigger range of motion to air ride settings, with a quick
door
pockets. Window switches are now push down, pull
air release feature, which allows easy in and out and
up automotive style.
remembers the programmed settings when re-aired. In the
The VNR will be available with the new 2017 common
day cab model a real fridge is available, mounted under
rail
fuel injection system D11 with 425 horsepower. This
the passenger seat.
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One interesting feature, especially for
drivers who haul in colder climates,
is heat recirculation in the LED
headlights. No more snow buildup.

engine is a 350-pound weight savings over the D13
(also available), something of great value in a regional
bulk delivery operation.
Available in a 4x2, 6x4 and 6x2 with adaptive
loading makes this model very fitting for the bulk
delivery market. Make it a perfect combination with
the I-shift transmission and its new I-See feature that
detects peaks and valleys. The system takes advantage
of the truck’s momentum to save fuel, learns new
hills, and discards seldom used ones automatically.
The I-shift is a fuel-efficiency and fatigue-reducing
tool. The One Box exhaust after-treatment system is
innovative in saving 17 pounds of weight and
18 inches of frame rail space.
The VNR has a standard steering wheel air bag, and
now has an optional side rollover air bag that deploys
from the adjustable height seat belt. Forward-detecting
crash avoidance with heads up display and the added
cab air bags are key safety features proven effective in
Swedish impact tests.
Uptime remote diagnostics and “over the air
programming” will be available for 2018 engine and
I-Shift. Design features were added to make it more
mechanic friendly with easier access to components,
thus saving time spent in the shop.
The VNR will be available in three different models:
the VNR 300 flat-roof day cab; the VNR 400 42-inch
sleeper with a flat roof; and the VNR 640, a 61-inch
sleeper with a midroof. All are now available for
ordering to go into production in August. LL

Johanne Couture of Brockville, Ontario, is
a long-haul truck driver with 20-plus years
of driving. She currently owns a 2011 Volvo
730, and pulls a stainless steel tank hauling
liquid chemicals to all contiguous 48 states
and 10 Canadian provinces. When we
asked her to cover the unveiling of the VNR,
she admitted as a three-time Volvo owner
herself, she may a bit biased in her review.
Afterward, she reported that she honestly
loved the improvements in this new truck.
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Home of Filters that Really Work

ANT
OU W
DO Y
ENGINE TO LAST?
YOUR

Lloyd Miller of Mound Ridge, KS, has now
run 2 million miles with no overhaul and
the original rod and main bearings.
How? Running the Gulf Coast
Bypass Oil Filter/Oil Cooler
with their exclusive
Model E-1 replacement
ﬁlters and the Gulf Coast
Filter Oil Analysis
Program. This is
the only Bypass
Oil Filter/Cooler to
be independently
tested and proven
to remove particles
below one micron.

Listen to Jerry
Sims and Mark
Reddig talk oil
analysis and
bypass oil
ﬁlters on
Landline Now,
SIRIUSXM
Channel 146

At Gulf Coast Bypass Oil Filters,
we are making legends,
one clean engine at a time.

866-SAVE-LUBE
www.gulfcoastﬁlters.com
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Long life and new life for your tires

Q

After more than 20 years of driving for fleets, I
finally bought my own truck and trailer. I have
295/80R22.5 tires all around. I run at between 75,000
and 80,000 pounds about 95 percent of the time. I
rarely drive faster than 70 mph.
I kept the tires filled to 130 psi. That’s what’s molded
into the sidewall. I got a terrible ride so I softened the
tires to 120 psi. Is there something I can do to the air
suspension to improve the ride?

A

First of all, the 130 psi molded into the sidewall
is the maximum allowable inflation pressure,
not the recommended pressure. That’s much less. TMC
has a Recommended Practice on the subject, RP235A,
Guidelines for Tire Inflation Pressure Maintenance. The
RP includes a table for “Pressure Determination for a
Given Load.” At 34,000 pounds per tandem, each drive
or trailer tire carries 4,250 pounds per wheel.

Far too many studs and wheels have
been ruined by mechanics with airpowered wrenches, especially those
out of calibration.
For that load, the recommended pressure is 90 psi at
a maximum of 65 mph. For every 5 mph more up to the
industry-recommended limit of 75 mph, add 5 psi. Since
the steer axle carries 12,000 pounds, or 6,000 per tire,
steer tires should be run between 110 and 115 psi. If you
keep your tire pressures to between 95 and 100 psi for
tandem tires and no more than 120 psi for steers, your
ride problems will most likely disappear.

Q

A few months ago, I blew a steer tire. The
closest truck stop sent a local tire service
company. They found a large nail in the shoulder
area. Since the tires had only 6/32 of tread left, I kept
the good one for a spare and replaced both. Lately I
developed a wobble in my steering. It just felt weird. I
took the truck to my regular dealer, and they wanted
to replace my front wheels and all the front studs and
hardware. Is this legitimate? What caused this? How
can I avoid it?
86 LAND LINE

A

First of all, be sure to have road service done by
a well-known company with its own road service
trucks. They generally follow approved procedures like
those in the Technology and Maintenance Council’s
recommended practices. It is very important to make sure
wheel fasteners are of good quality and torque limits are
not exceeded.
Wheels are held in place by the clamping forces
between the studs and wheel nuts. Under proper torque,
the studs are stretched within their elastic load limit. Like
a rubber band that is stretched, the steel stud wants to
spring back to its original length, clamping the wheel in
place. Too much torque, especially on substandard studs,
stretches them beyond their elastic limits, destroying
their ability to spring back and hold clamping force. The
wheels loosen, holes are worn out-of-round, and you
get the wobbling effect you experienced. Your dealer is
probably correct. The only corrective action after damage
has occurred is replacement.
To avoid future damage, wheel mounting should be
done manually with a torque wrench. Far too many studs
and wheels have been ruined by mechanics with airpowered wrenches, especially those out of calibration.
You will also want to make sure to be aware of the
shop’s policies and recommendations on retorquing lug
nuts after a tire service is completed. Warranties are often
voided if you do not have the lug nuts retorqued within a
specified number of miles.

Q

With things getting financially tight, I decided
to give retread tires a try. When the dealer
inspected my tires, he told me he would retread three
of the drives, but would give me trade-in credit for
the fourth. I still had between 3/32 and 4/32 inches
remaining, more than the legal 2/32 limit. He gave me a
song and dance about safety margin and inflation, but
it didn’t make sense to me. Can you help me out and
explain it to me, and maybe help me get some value for
my tires?

A

Yes, to the first part of your question, but sadly
no to the second part. Retreading tires has come
a long way since the days when you could bring in a
used casing and, as long as no cords were showing, they
would slap some rubber cement on the tire, wrap new
JUNE 2017

tread rubber on it, put it in an oven-like device to
cure it, and send you out the door. Today, we know
there’s more to making a safe retreaded tire than just
the tread.
First, all reputable retreaders inspect the tires inside
and out to make sure there is no damage, internal
or external, to the casing. The remaining tread will
have to be ground off to make sure the casing is
round, the right size to accept its new tread, and in
condition to bond properly. They need at least 4/32
of tread remaining, preferably 5/32. That gives them
something to work with.
They measure at the lowest portion of the tread,
so if alignment issues caused irregular wear, they
measure where the wear is greatest. If your casing
has enough tread, it then goes through a series of
non-destructive tests before they do any work on it.
Just as imaging allows doctors to see inside people
without resorting to exploratory surgery, computers,
lasers and ultrasound images allow retreaders to look
inside a tire.
They look for damage to the internal structure such
as broken wires, often because of underinflation.
That’s one reason why maintaining proper
air pressure is so important. When tires are
significantly underinflated, often by as little as
15 psi (undetectable by “thumping”), treads flex
excessively, generating heat that weakens internal
bonds between components. Flexing can also break
steel cords.
As for getting value out of your used casings, it’s
too late for your current tires, but if you maintain
your tires properly, you should be able to get full
value out of your next set. LL

DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your maintenance question to
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to Maintenance@LandLineMag.com
or fax questions to 816-443-2227.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.
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12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499
GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, next to Pilot Travel Center

ELOY, AZ • 502-836-2386
I-10, Exit 200, across from Love’s Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
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SAVE FUEL
SAVE MONEY
SAVE TIRES

Our Wheel Centering Products are
a patented line of products
designed to Stop Tire Vibration and
Irregular Tire Wear.
Choose from these solutions:

SOLUTION A

The Centering Pins Sets are used when mounting
the wheels and then removed from the wheel.

BEFORE

SOLUTION B

AFTER
This sleeve set stays on the wheels at all times, is
for use on STEER AXLES ONLY and will center the
brake drum as well as the wheel.

SOLUTION C

STEP 1

STEP 2

This 2-piece sleeve set also stays on the wheels at
all times, is for DUAL AXLES and is available with
or without brake drum centering.
All of these products are available in many
different sizes and conﬁgurations to ﬁt your needs.

Call 1-866-686-9285 today to ﬁnd
the TRU-BALANCE products
that are right for you.
www.tru-bal.com

Eaton, Cummins form joint venture
to build automated transmissions
By Land Line staff

With their eyes set on becoming
the “world’s leading powertrain
supplier,” Eaton and Cummins have
teamed up to form a 50/50 joint
venture to build automated
transmission for
heavy- and mediumduty commercial
vehicles.
Cummins is shelling
out $600 million
in cash to Eaton to
receive 50 percent of
the transmission-building
business. The deal is subject
to approval by the federal
government, but it is expected to
close the deal sometime in the third
quarter of 2017.
While the joint venture cash deal
is new, this isn’t the first time Eaton
and Cummins have teamed up in the
powertrain development business.
Drawing from a long history of
collaboration, Eaton officials are
optimistic about the success of
the Eaton Cummins Automated
Transmission Technologies venture.
“We really think this gives us
an opportunity to build on that
successful history and do a much
better job of deeper integration
engines – both for our OEM
customers and Cummins as well,”
Craig Arnold, Eaton chairman and
chief executive officer, told media
on a conference call following the
announcement.
Truckers, along with OEM and
parts providers, know that change
has been fast and furious over the
past several years. That, in part,
prompted the joint venture.
“The commercial vehicle industry
has been through multiple rounds
of regulatory changes and is in the
midst of a number of changes as
we look forward. We had emission
standards that went into place in
2010. And the EPA is on track for
another round of emission standards

that go into effect in 2024,” Arnold
said.
“The engine manufacturers and
transmission manufacturers, namely
Cummins and Eaton in this case,
also have to go through a number of
changes. We really think
this puts together
two of the world’s
leading powertrain

suppliers into what we think is a
strong combination that will position
our respective businesses to deliver
for our customers.”
Cummins CEO was equally
optimistic about the partnership.
“Our (joint venture) with Eaton
will deliver the most advanced
automated transmissions and
develop an integrated powertrain
and service network that supports
our customers like never before.
Just as we’ve done for the past
100 years, we will use our experience
in partnerships and technological
expertise to ensure our customers’
success,” said Tom Linebarger,
chairman and CEO of Cummins.
Eaton Cummins Automated
Transmission Technologies will
design, assemble, sell and support
all future medium- and heavyduty automated transmissions.
Eaton’s next generation heavy-duty
transmissions will be part of the
joint venture. However, the Eaton
Cummins duo will market, sell and
support Eaton’s current automated
heavy-duty transmissions to OEMs.
Eaton will retain its global
transmission and clutch businesses
as well as its current generation
transmission business outside of
North America. LL

Circle No. 223 on Response Card
88 LAND LINE

JUNE 2017

BEYOND THE BUZZ

Trade department waves off threat
of tariffs on tire imports from China
By Land Line staff

A decision in late February that
truck and bus tires imported from
China do not injure the U.S. tire
industry is meeting criticism
from the Tire Retread and Repair
Information Bureau.
The United States International
Trade Commission issued a decision
in late February. In its decision the
Commission determined that the
U.S. tire industry “is not materially
injured or threatened with material
injury” by imports of truck and bus
tires from China. That determination
even took into account that the
imported tires from China are sold
in the U.S. at a less than fair value
and are subsidized by the Chinese
government.
The determination that U.S. tire
manufacturers are not injured by
the sale of the imported, subsidized
tires resulted in the Commission
declining to enact tariffs on the
imported tires.
The lack of “material injury”
determination is one heavily
countered by the Tire Retread and
Repair Information Bureau.
“In terms of impacts to the
public, this represents the potential
destruction of another U.S.-based
manufacturing industry supporting
thousands of jobs in retreading and

related industries,” a May TRIB
member bulletin stated.
The group claims the U.S.
retreading industry historically
represents approximately 50 percent
of the replacement tires on the
market. That market share dropped
to 44 percent in 2016, and the group
blames the tires imported from
China.
“While these low-quality Chinese
tires may have similar initial costs
as retreaded tires, their total costper-mile over the life of the tire is
significantly higher than retreaded
tires. Any short-term savings are
completely dwarfed by long-term
costs … for fleets and owneroperators,” the TRIB bulletin states.
Part of the sanctions the
Commission declined to implement
would have targeted illegal dumping
of the imported tires. That’s a
mistake according to the TRIB.
“We will see significant increases
in the amount of tires diverted to
landfill or illegally dumped instead
of being retreaded multiple times
and responsibly recycled. This could
lead to increased breeding grounds
for disease-carrying mosquitoes,”
the group’s bulletin stated.
The group is exploring options
to promote protection for the U.S.
retreading industry. LL

More than
a fuel saver

Safety • Stability • Savings
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.

Technical information www.airtab.com
To purchase 970-663-9075 or www.buyairtab.com
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Court OKs request for 90-day stay on trailer reg challenge
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

A federal appeals court has granted a request from the
Trump administration for a 90-day abeyance on a legal
challenge from truck trailer manufacturers and other
groups to the next phase of greenhouse gas emissions
standards.

TTMA has previously argued that
EPA and other agencies don’t have
authority to regulate trailers because
they are not Ômotor vehicles.’
In early May, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia granted the request filed by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which asked
for time to review a request for reconsideration filed
by the Truck Trailer Manufacturers Association.
The appeals court declined TTMA’s request to defer
the deadlines of the challenged rule. The court set a
deadline of July 20 for both parties to file additional
motions.
In April, TTMA filed a request with the EPA and the
U.S. Department of Transportation asking for a stay on
the portions of the regulation that apply to trailers. The
group has previously argued that EPA and other federal
agencies don’t have the authority under the Clean Air

Act to regulate trailer designs or aerodynamics since
they are not “motor vehicles.” The group also cited a
March 28 executive order signed by President Trump
that requires a review of actions relating to or arising
from Obama’s June 2013 Climate Action Plan.
The emissions policy, which was finalized in the
waning days of the Obama administration, calls for
trucks to achieve a 9 percent reduction in carbon
dioxide emissions by 2027. The vehicle and engine
performance standards will cover model years
2018-2027. Estimates indicate the cost increase of a
trailer could be as much as $1,400.
According to a response filed by U.S. Attorneys on
behalf of the EPA and the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, the 90-day stay gives the
agencies an opportunity to conduct an administrative
review.
“In proposing a deferral of the rule’s compliance
deadline to accompany a 90-day abeyance, trailer
petitioner effectively demands that respondents grant
an administrative stay without any substantive review,”
Acting Assistant Attorney General Jeffrey H. Wood
wrote in the response. “Trailer petitioner cannot so
easily shortcut the administrative process.”
Wood also argued to the court that TTMA had ample
time to file a request for a stay, since the rule was first
published in the Federal Register on Oct. 25, 2016.
Yet the group waited until April to file its request for
an administrative stay on the rule. LL
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BEYOND THE BUZZ

Toyota unveils hydrogen
fuel cell truck for
California port study
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Toyota Motor North America has
announced its “Project Portal,” a
hydrogen fuel cell system for heavyduty trucks at the Port of Los Angeles.
The concept will study fuel cell

technology in a zero-emission truck.
In a press conference with the
California Air Resources Board and
California Energy Commission, the
truck manufacturer’s feasibility study
with the concept truck will begin this
summer as part of the Port’s Clean Air
Action Plan. Established in 1995, the
plan reduces harmful emissions from
Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles
operations.
The hydrogen fuel cell concept
truck will be a fully functioning heavyduty truck with enough power and
torque for port drayage work “while
emitting nothing but water vapor,”
according to a Toyota press release.
The truck generates more than
670 horsepower and 1,325 lb-ft of
torque from two Mirai fuel cell stacks
and a 12kWh battery, a relatively
small battery to support Class 8 load
operations. The concept’s gross
combined weight capacity is 80,000
pounds, and its estimated driving
range is more than 200 miles per fill,
under normal drayage operation. LL
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

WAC 308-100-130 ‘The Dragnet’
We do talk about “serious” traffic
violations a lot, but that’s because
these violations are so important
to you. While our main purpose is
to alert you to the violations that
are found in Title 49 CFR Section
383.51 and the requisite penalties
associated with convictions of these
violations, they are just the tip of the

Many times violations are
not coded properly at the
DMV level, and there is
always the possibility the
disqualification is issued
in error.
iceberg in those states that choose to
be more restrictive than the feds.
The following case is an OOIDA
member who happens to be dealing
with the state of Washington on
a disqualification of his CDL for
two “serious” violation convictions
within a three-year period.

Q.

I was involved in a singlevehicle accident in Oregon
and rolled my tractor-trailer off the
highway during a winter storm. The
state police issued me a citation for
“failure to drive in single lane.”
The officer said it wasn’t a serious
offense, saying it was similar to
running a stop sign and would not
be an issue for my CDL. So I
paid it.
I recently received a notice from
my licensing state of Washington,
disqualifying my CDL for 60 days,
due to two “serious” violation
convictions. Can you help?

A.

Yes, we can help you. The
first thing to remember is
that a citing officer doesn’t always
92 LAND LINE

know the unintended consequences
of the citation being written and in
most cases doesn’t know how your
licensing state will treat the violation
when a conviction is transmitted.

Q.

I reviewed my MVR, and
I don’t see two serious
violation convictions within the
last three years to warrant this
disqualification. The only two
tickets listed on my MVR are
the “Single Lane” from Oregon
and an “Impeding Traffic” from
California. What’s going on?

A.

Many times violations are
not coded properly at the
DMV level, and there is always the
possibility the disqualification is
issued in error. The other possibility
is that your licensing state is more
restrictive than the feds, and they
may have a longer list of violations
they consider to be “serious.”
The 10 violations the feds consider
“serious” can be summarized as:
Excessive speeding (15 mph) or
more; (2) Reckless driving; (3)
Improper or erratic traffic lane
changes; (4) Following too closely;
(5) A violation in connection with a
fatal accident; (6) Driving a CMV
without obtaining a CLP or CDL;
(7) Driving a CMV without a CLP
or CDL in the driver’s possession;
(8) Driving a CMV without the
proper class of CLP or CDL and/
or endorsements; (9) Texting while
driving a CMV; (10) The use of a
hand-held mobile telephone while
driving a CMV.
In your case, Section 383.51,
is mirrored in Washington Statute
RCW 46.25.010, but in

WAC 308-100-130 the State further
defines what it considers “serious.”
The abbreviated list is as follows:
(1) Negligent driving; (2) Failure
to stop; (3) Failure to yield right
of way; (4) Speed too fast for
conditions; (5) Improper lane
change or travel; (6) Improper or
erratic lane changes, including: (a)
Improper overtaking on the right
or left, (b) Improper driving to left
of center of roadway, (8) Reckless
endangerment of emergency zone
workers or roadway workers, and
(9) A conviction of an offense
substantially similar to a violation
included in this section.
After reviewing your MVR, your
second, “serious,” conviction is the
“Impeding Traffic” from California.
While “Impeding Traffic” is not
found in Section 383.51, it does
fall under several sections of
WAC 308-100-130, and that is
why Washington has issued the
disqualification of your CDL. The
only way to stop the disqualification
and clean up your record is to pursue
post-conviction relief on at least one
of the citations that you paid. LL

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call 405242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or email
RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for specific
advice on your situation.
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Four states pursue snow-free
vehicle mandates
From Page 33

awareness for a potentially hazardous issue. She added
that police would not be required to issue tickets.
Drivers would be required to make “reasonable efforts”
to remove snow or ice from all parts of their vehicles
within 24 hours of a weather event.
Offenders would face a maximum fine of $1,500. The
bill would include an additional protection allowing
police to ticket drivers between $25 and $75 for failure to
clear snow or ice before they take to the roads.
Drivers would be excused for snow or ice that
accumulates on a vehicle while out on the road.
Truck operators would also be excused if they are on
their way to a facility to remove accumulated snow or ice.
In addition, violations would not be issued if compliance
would cause the trucker to violate any federal or state law
or regulation regarding workplace safety, or if it would be
a health or safety threat.
The bill, SB435, awaits further consideration on the
Senate floor.
A Delaware bill on the move would set fines between
$25 and $75 for failure to remove snow or ice. Incidents
that result in serious bodily injury or death would result in
penalties between $200 and $1,000 for motorists. Truck
drivers would face fines between $500 and $1,500.
The Senate Transportation Committee voted to advance
the bill, SB57, to exempt drivers for accumulations while
the vehicle is in operation.
Similar efforts are underway in New York.
The first bill would permit police to cite truckers and
other drivers for failure to act when traveling on roadways
with posted speeds in excess of 40 mph. Accumulated
snow or ice must be at least two inches of snow or onehalf inch of ice.
Violators would face $75 fines.
A2455 includes exceptions for occasions when
snow, sleet or freezing rain falls while the vehicle is in
operation.
A second bill, S1591, would include $75 fines for
failure to make a “reasonable effort” to remove snow or
ice accumulated on vehicles. If injury or property damage
results, motorists traveling through New York found in
violation would face fines between $200 and $1,000.
Truck drivers would face fines between $500 and $1,250.
In Illinois, a Senate bill focuses on trucks in excess
of 10,000 pounds. Sponsored by Sen. Ira Silverstein,
D-Chicago, SB72 would require the removal of ice and
snow from atop trucks.
Violators would face fines starting at $25.
Exceptions would be made for occasions when snow,
sleet or freezing rain accumulates on vehicles while they
are out on the road. LL
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TAXTIPS
Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Should I incorporate?

Q.

I am an over-the-road
trucker operating as
an independent sole proprietor
and thinking about becoming a
corporation. Is that a good idea?

A

There are two major reasons
why one should incorporate
their business. One is to save on
income taxes and the other is to
protect your assets. Your earnings
must be high enough to cover the
increased operational costs of being
incorporated while also ensuring tax
savings. You should consult with
your tax attorney regarding the asset
protection issue.

The salary that you are
taking must be reasonable
compensation for the
services that you provide.

Q.
A

How can incorporating save
me money on my taxes?

There are two types of
corporations, a C corporation
and an S corporation. Tax savings are
possible with either one, but we
usually suggest the S corporation as
best. The owner of a business takes
money out of an S corporation in two
ways. The first is in the form of a
salary, and the second is a
distribution, which can result in more
tax benefits above the increased cost
of being incorporated.

Q.

Since all the income of the
S corporation is taxable to
the owner-employee, how much
of it must be taken as salary vs.
distribution?
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A

The salary that you are taking
must be reasonable
compensation for the services that
you provide. What do you expect to
be paid for all you do? Beware: if
you decide on an unreasonably low
salary and a high distribution from
your company, the IRS can call the
distribution a dividend, possibly
terminate the S corporation, and
impose taxes at both the corporate
and shareholder level with penalties.
Determining a reasonable salary is
complicated but important. Have your
tax adviser help you.

Q.
A

So how do I achieve tax
savings?

The tax savings that one will
realize by incorporating
and subsequently becoming an
S corporation is achieved through
proper tax planning. If you choose to
become a C corporation as opposed
to an S corporation, there are benefits
to the C corporation that the S
corporation does not have. Those
benefits are in the area of “employee
benefits” such as medical
reimbursement plans, medical
insurance, disability and long-term
care insurance. However, a C
corporation faces the costly issue of
possible double taxation.

Q.

What are the key differences
between an S corporation
and a C corporation?

A

Taxation and corporate
ownership. C corps are
separately taxable entities and file a
corporate tax return, reporting profits
or losses. The corporation pays tax on
its corporate income. The
shareholders pay personal income tax
when distribution is made as a salary

or dividend. S corporations are passthrough entities so no tax is paid at
the corporate level, but is paid at the
individual level. Profits and losses
are passed through to the
shareholders’ individual tax returns.
C corporations can have an unlimited
number of shareholders, but
S corporations are restricted to no
more than 100 shareholders.

Q.
A

What about an LLC?

Operating under your own
LLC is another alternative
way to operate. As an LLC, you can
operate as a sole proprietor.
Everything you do from opening up
your bank account to the debit or
credit cards, and purchasing your
truck, is done in the LLC name. Even
reporting the business on your
personal tax return is done under the
LLC name. The limited liability
company offers an alternative to
corporations and partnerships by
combining the corporate advantage of
limited liability protection with the
partnership advantage of passthrough taxation. With this status, the
LLC’s income is not taxed at the
entity level; however, the LLC
typically completes a partnership
return if the LLC has more than one
owner. LL

This article has been presented by PBS
Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a company
which has been providing income tax
and bookkeeping services to the trucking
industry for over a quarter century. If you
would like further information, please
contact us at 800-697-5153. Visit our
website at PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is
different. This article does not give and is
not intended to give specific accounting
and/or tax advice. Please consult with
your own tax or accounting professional.
JUNE 2017

NAFTA REDO
From Page 43
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could only contest the “fitness” of
an applicant. OOIDA moved for
reconsideration, arguing that the
pilot program did not demonstrate
the likely safety fitness of Mexicodomiciled motor carriers, and
that the issue of the use of drivers
without a U.S. CDL bears directly
on the question of their fitness.

DOT denied this motion in
March 2016 without addressing
OOIDA’s issues. OOIDA then filed
a petition to review the denial of
the protest in the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.
That case heard oral argument
May 2 in New Orleans. Paul D.
Cullen Jr. of The Cullen Law Firm
represented OOIDA and a handful
of OOIDA members before a
three-judge panel. Dana Kaersvang
argued for the DOT.
The court appeared interested in
whether OOIDA had standing to
appeal the agency’s denial of its
protest. Cullen argued that OOIDA
proceeded under the proper rules at
FMCSA.
The government’s lawyer agreed
that the court should hear the
merits of OOIDA’s case. Kaersvang
then defended FMCSA’s decisions
by describing the oversight and
procedures that FMCSA put in
place. Cullen responded that no
matter what the safety precautions
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were, FMCSA could not proceed
because the agency did not perform
the pilot program required by
Congress. Importantly, it did
not have the authority to accept
Mexican CDLs in place of U.S.
CDLs.
The decision is now pending at
the court, with a ruling expected
this year.
While the legal challenges
continue, the DOT has issued
operating
authority to 13
Mexican carriers
that were part of
the pilot program.
Since January
2015 the agency
has accepted
applications from
other Mexican
carriers to conduct
cross-border
trucking services.
While very few
have applied, the
agency expects
the program will permanently
terminate the retaliatory tariffs.
“In its efforts to dodge Mexico’s
tariff threats, our government
has chosen to ignore the lesser
standards applied to Mexican
trucks and truckers,” said OOIDA
Executive Vice President Todd
Spencer. “Trucks and drivers must
be held to the same standards if
they are going to compete with
U.S. trucks on U.S. soil.”
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YOURHEALTH
John McElligott, M.D.

Heart attacks: symptoms,
risk factors, returning to work
in conjunction with a driver’s
mobile and maybe isolated
whereabouts decreases the chances
of quick emergency medical
response.

Q.
risk factors. Smoking, obesity and
high blood pressure are risk factors
that may have been in your medical
“tea leaves” for decades prior to the
acute symptoms that you say hit
you like a lightning bolt.
One big risk factor overlooked
by many is your family history.
It’s important to know whether one
or both of your parents suffered a
cardiac event, how old they were
and other information. This is often
the key factor for developing heart
disease and worth the investigation
if you don’t know.

Q.

Q.

A

A

Most people think heart
attacks hit you like a bolt of
lightning with no warning. I know
this is not necessarily true. So what
kinds of clues does your body give
you?
One warning sign is fatigue
that is not relieved by rest.
Pay attention to this one, drivers.
Others more obvious are shortness
of breath with exertion, chest
pressure with exertion, pain that
radiates to the jaw and left upper
arm and sweating. These are the
most common symptoms of an
acute myocardial infarction, or heart
attack. In most cases, the event is
the culmination of a long history of
96 LAND LINE

Why do you hear of
so many truck drivers
suffering a heart attack on the
road?
Truck drivers have one of
the most stressful jobs in the
world. In addition, busy schedules
and being miles from home do not
add up to regular medical care.
Most still do not have health
insurance. Irregular sleep, poor diet,
lack of cardio exercise – all can
contribute to a heart attack on the
road. Because of decades of neglect,
many truck drivers often do not
survive their first attack. In
addition, a hesitation to call for help

If you have a heart
attack, can you go back to
trucking? Do you lose your CDL?
What do you do to get it back?

A

Yes, you can go back to
trucking. Suffering a heart
attack does not always DQ you
from driving. Some drivers can
return in the DOT-prescribed two
months and some never. You must
be cleared by a cardiologist.
The “return to work” depends on
the extent of damage to the heart
muscle. If severe damage occurs,
chances are the driver may not
be able to return. Most drivers do
return if treated soon after the attack
and rehab is successful. It’s critical
that a driver who has had a heart
attack discuss the reasons with his/
her physician, identify those risk
factors, and work to correct the
ones that can be changed. If risk
factors are not corrected, it is my
experience that it’s not long before
another heart attack occurs. LL
John McElligott, M.D., is a Fellow of the
American College of Physicians. He is
a certified medical examiner with the
FMCSA’s National Registry of Certified
Medical Examiners.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Everyone’s health situation is
different. If you have questions regarding
medical issues, consult your personal
physician.
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How many of you remember
comedian Redd Foxx in his role as
the elderly junkman and father in
the old TV series Sanford and Son?
Thousands of viewers learned to
recognize the symptoms of a heart
attack watching Fred Sanford fake
all those attacks (“This is the big
one!”) on the set of his show. For
the most part, those massively scary
medical catastrophes don’t come
out of nowhere.
There are different types of “heart
attack” and even silent heart attacks
that come with no symptoms. It’s
important to understand what puts
you at risk.
Here are some questions from
truck drivers who would do well to
know not only the symptoms but
also what causes heart attacks. Then
get to work eliminating those risk
factors. You have more control over
your health than you think.
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From Page 95

calls from the leaders of Mexico and
Canada, the White House said Trump
agreed not to terminate NAFTA but to
renegotiate.
At this time, it’s not
clear what the White
House wants in
the NAFTA redo.
OOIDA and others
continue to lobby
the administration
to drop the longhaul program. Based
on the president’s past
trade, immigration and
security promises, Trump
could actually find
himself agreeing with
the U.S. truckers.
It was reported by
Bloomberg in February
that the Teamsters met with Trump

about it and said afterward that
Trump “seemed open to the idea” of
rejecting Mexican long-haul trucks
beyond the commercial zones.
“A NAFTA redo might take away
the policy impetus to open the border
to Mexican trucks, but it would not
change the question of
whether DOT has the
authority to grant
permanent operating
authority to
Mexican carriers,”
says Paul Cullen
Jr., one of OOIDA’s
D.C. attorneys.
Should Mexico
insist on cross-border
long-haul trucking or impose
tariffs, and the DOT
remains determined
to grant permanent
long-haul operating
authority to Mexican
carriers, Cullen says the

agency may have to redo a pilot
program. They would also need to
find a way for Mexican drivers to
obtain a U.S. CDL, in compliance
with all of our laws. Or the agency
could ask Congress to change the
statute to allow the Mexican CDL.
On another front, a group of U.S.
House Dems led by Rep. Peter
DeFazio (D-Ore.) have introduced
a resolution that would remove the
cross-border provision. The proposal
has strong support from OOIDA
and other labor and environmental
groups.
The plan for moving NAFTA
along required that Robert
Lighthizer be approved by the
Senate as the next U.S. Trade
Representative. After a long delay,
the Senate gave bipartisan approval
on May 11.
The next step is an official 90-day
notification to Congress and then –
let the dealmaking begin. LL
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Recite aloud the colors of
the following words.

WHITE
BLUE
RED
YELLOW
GREEN
Sounds easy, but it’s not always that simple.

OOIDA’s Land Line Magazine … since 1975,
we’ve been reporting the way things really are,
not just the way they appear.

www.ooida.com
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www.landlinemag.com 1-800-444-5791
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Left lane restrictions

Toll roads

Common sense dictates that through traffic use
the left lane and traffic entering and exiting use
the right lanes. Common sense also dictates that
all traffic should move at the same rate of speed but the
ATA companies will never agree to that. They need to
grab an ear with each hand and pull real hard to get their
heads out of their backsides.
John Paul Chism
Drivers need to be educated that there is no such thing
as a “fast lane” or “slow lane.” There is a travel lane (the
right one) and one or more passing lanes. The sooner
we get that into their thick heads, the sooner the traffic
will flow. Sadly, most lack the skill and judgment to
assess speed and distance in their mirrors and so they sit
in the center lane fearful that if they move to the right
they will never be able to pull out to pass again. Driving
standards and skills are abysmal, but the states have
only themselves to blame. Driving tests are a joke, and
anyone with a face who is breathing is given a license to
drive, regardless of their ability or knowledge.
Nick Fla

Judging by the conditions of the existing toll roads in
America, tolls don’t go for road maintenance.
Dan Mitchell

Truck platooning and autonomous trucks
There are all kinds of issues with truck platooning. What
surprises me is that lawmakers are willing to grant an
exemption to following distance rules for platooned
trucks. Every thinking driver knows that following
too closely causes accidents. Not even just rear-end
collisions. A group of tightly packed trucks also makes it
difficult for traffic entering the freeway.
Mike Laughlin

Proposed state fuel tax increases
They need to include a provision that makes it illegal to
use any highway user fees for anything other than the
roads. This would not include those sound walls along
the highways or anything else that does not directly
affect the road surface.
David Caddell
Continued on Page 111
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SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS

● IRS Representation and
●
●
●
●

Unﬁled Return Resolution
Owner Operators Management
SolutionTM OOMSTM
LLC and Corporate Formation
Federal and Multi-State
Tax Return Preparation
Affordable Rates

CPA

SM

Circle No. 114 on Response Card

America Counts
on CPAs

Corporate
Supporter

1.888.561.6600 www.tdkcpa.com
Signiﬁcant Discounts for OOIDA Members
Circle No. 166 on Response Card

Circle No. 80 on Response Card

Circle No. 174 on Response Card

Loadtraining.com ................................106
The Truckers Helper ............................101
Truckdriver.com ...................................102

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart....................................................... 104
Debrick Truck Line ............................... 102

Circle No. 126 on Response Card
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DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

Circle No. 69 on Response Card

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

Circle No. 261 on Response Card

Got a ticket? Fight it!

• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

800-255-6285

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Paola, KS

Since 1958

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
Circle No. 43 on Response Card

If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,
then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

● 100% waterproof
● Made from high-quality vinyl
● Affordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

Weather
oppers, Inc.

Circle No. 219 on Response Card

Circle No. 2 on Response Card

CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 215,000
industry professionals*
Call 800-444-5791 to advertise.
102 LAND LINE

97.5% advance on load
Rates as low as 1.8%
Personalized Service
Experienced, knowledgeable staff

(605) 645-0640

NBS Factoring, LLC
Circle No. 194 on Response Card
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ARE YOU A SOLE PROPRIETOR?
If so, park your truck RIGHT NOW and don’t drive
another mile until you incorporate your business!

Call 855-810-4114 now or
visit www.corpcapinc.com

Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.
CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH:

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz

• Getting Money
• CPA Tax Planning
• Bookkeeping Services • Asset Protection
• Living Trusts
• Equipment Leasing
• And More!

Circle No. 202 on Response Card

Our Customers Say It Best . . .
“I was a sole proprietor until I incorporated my
business with CCI. Now they do the bookkeeping
and taxes for my business, and I literally save
thousands of dollars every year.”

Circle No. 78 on Response Card

Bad CSA2010 Report?

– Robert Dowdy of Cisco Group, Inc.

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Lodding, President/Owner
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117

We remove log, equipment and
moving violations. $355 Flat Fee

800-494-7517 www.CSA2010ﬁx.com
Circle No. 148 on Response Card

Circle No. 139 on Response Card

NEEDED:

O/Os who want
to make money!
All types of equipment
We will get you paid in all major lanes

LightSpeed Dispatching offers freight
dispatching to O/Os across the nation.
We will get you TOP DOLLAR
on all freight movements. Call us now.
PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY DISPATCHING SERVICES

LightSpeed

Dispatching

Bus: 703-360-4524
Cell: 703-200-8045
Email: rogerdeansnell@yahoo.com

Circle No. 265 on Response Card

Circle No. 45 on Response Card

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years
Circle No. 158 on Response Card
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1-888-780-4894
Circle No. 105 on Response Card
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ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES

900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com
Circle No. 58 on Response Card

Van Alstine “G-1000” Tire Groover
Patented Design
Made in
USA

Take advantage of the thousands of
miles remaining in your tires
Fast

Circle No. 213 on Response Card

Accurate

Easy

VAN ALSTINE MFG. CO., INC., TRAPPE, PA

www.vanalstinemfg.com

COMMERCIAL CLASS PARTS & ACCESSORIES
Original Equipment Replacement Parts (OEM)
MINI AIR
COMPRESSORS

POWER
4-WAY MIRRORS

HEIGHT CONTROL
VALVES

Circle No. 121 on Response Card

TRUCKER DISCOUNT
ROOMS, BAR & RESTAURANT

FREE
SHIPPING
Mention this ad

AIR HORNS
PARTS &
ACCESSORIES

610-489-7670

SUPPLIER TO MAJOR TIRE MANUFACTURERS

Complete line of air valves

& smart valves
Visit our website for more
information on all of our products

www.hadleyhorns.com • (800) 875-4488
(847) 546-2775 (outside the U.S.) • Email: cpgllc@msn.com
Circle No. 154 on Response Card

LUXURY HOTEL LANSING, MI

10 ACRES OF PARKING
PETS WELCOME
OFF I-96, EXIT 104
Special OOIDA Discount

Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel
6820 S. Cedar St., Lansing, MI 48911

www.causewaybaylansinghotel.com
517-694-8123

Circle No. 48 on Response Card

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!
Circle No. 119 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace
104 LAND LINE

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com
Circle No. 179 on Response Card
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Circle No. 57 on Response Card

Circle No. 248 on Response Card

OFF LEASE LATE MODEL OTR TRUCKS
FOR SALE WITH FINANCING IF NEEDED!
Low down payments, no minimum
FICO score, low weekly or monthly
payments. For information,
email: jstone1@kc.rr.com
or call John at 816-607-8944
Circle No. 151 on Response Card

15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!
Circle No. 161 on Response Card

Circle No. 112 on Response Card

Drop Today – Cash Today
12 volt DC Air Conditioner - draws 1.6 amps

NO MORE HOT WEATHER
$
IDLING FINES!
439

FREE
SHIPPING

Purchase Online at
WWW.GETGOCOOL.COM
COMFORT INNOVATIONS 225-766-7719
Circle No. 128 on Response Card

JUNE 2017

NON-RECOURSE DEPOSITARDS LO APPLICATCIOHNESCKS 24/7
S
FACTORING FREE DIREFCRTEE FUFERLECE TRAFNRSEFE SETFURPE/E CRNEDOITRESERVE
•

•

SINCE
1990

•

•

•

•

XFactors Financial
OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net
Circle No. 249 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU
Circle No. 74 on Response Card

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00

• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com
Circle No. 122 on Response Card

Circle No. 235 on Response Card

Circle No. 197 on Response Card

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to
over 215,000
industry
professionals

Our audited subscriber base includes
owner-operators (55%), small and medium
ﬂeets (17%) and company drivers (26%).
With our pass-along readership, Land
Line reaches over 460,000 individuals. As
the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land
Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking.
From legislative and regulatory issues, to
equipment, products, services, industry
news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land
Line stands out as the primary business
publication for professional truckers.
Advertising in Land Line gets results.

Call 800-444-5791 to speak to
an advertising representative.
106 LAND LINE

Circle No. 111 on Response Card

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

Sirius XM 146
JUNE 2017

2017

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com for
more industry events.

JUNE
10-12 Western Pennsylvania Pride and Shine Spring Show,
Stoneboro Fair Grounds, Stoneboro, Pa. For more information,
visit WPaPrideAndShine.com.
23-25 Texas Trucking Show, NRG Center — Hall C, Houston,
Texas. For more information, visit TexasTruckingShow.com.
JULY
13-15 Walcott Truckers Jamboree, Iowa 80 Truckstop, Walcott,
Iowa. For more information, visit Iowa80TruckStop.com.
14-15 Expedite Expo, Lexington Center, Lexington, Ky. For more
information, visit ExpediteExpo.com.
AUGUST
4-6 Carlisle Truck Nationals, Carlisle, Pa. For more information,
visit Facebook.com/TruckNationals.
18-20 Eau Claire Big Rig Show, Northern State Fair Grounds,
Eau Claire, Wis. Visit EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com for more
information.

24-26 Great American Trucking Show, Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center, Dallas, Texas. For more information, visit
TruckShow.com.
SEPTEMBER
16 Wisconsin World’s Largest Truck Convoy for Special
Olympics, Pioneer Travel Plaza, Richfield, Wis. For more
information, visit SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org.
25-28 North American Commercial Vehicle Show, Georgia
World Congress Center, Atlanta, Ga. For more information, visit
NACVShow.com.
15-17 Richard Crane Memorial Truck Show, Little Bear East
Arena, St. Ignace, Mich. For more information, visit
StIgnace.com/carshows/.
22-23 South Dakota Convoy and Truck Show for Special
Olympics, Sioux Falls, S.D. For more information, visit
SDConvoy.org.
23 Missouri World’s Largest Truck Convoy for Special
Olympics, 4 State Trucks, Joplin, Mo. For more information, visit
SoMo.org/convoy.

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix, AZ*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $8 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 9510, Wichita, KS 67277
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.

Circle No. 12 on Response Card
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Showcas

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department
from promotional materials provided by selected manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily
endorse any product or service featured in “Product Showcase.”

Keyless trackable security
Padlock keys get lost and combination codes
forgotten. That’s why Dog & Bone created the
heavy-duty, weatherproof LockSmart padlock. The
only key you need to unlock it is your Android or
iOS smartphone paired with the LockSmart via
128-bit Bluetooth and the Dog & Bone app. With
LockSmart, you can instantly share/remove access
from across town or across the country and
track who unlocks it. It also gives you the ability
to centrally manage multiple locks. A lithium-ion
battery provides up to two years of power or as
many as 3,000 opens before recharging via micro
USB. For more information and to order, visit
DogAndBoneCases.com.
Circle No. 272 on Response Card

A new generation of safety
SAF-Holland has redesigned their automatic lighting system for fifth wheels to
include an electronic lock indicator – the ELI-te Fifth Wheel Coupling Indicator,
to help drivers ensure proper coupling when hooking onto trailers. Four highintensity white LED lights mounted within the fifth wheel automatically illuminate
the lock jaws to assist drivers with the visual safety inspection process. If a
coupling problem is detected, daytime-visible red LED warning lights flash
from both sides to alert drivers that the vehicle is not ready for motion.
The ELI-te system features industry-proven sensors and shatter-proof
lamp modules combined with a sealed, one-piece electrical harness that
requires only a low-current connection to the vehicle electrical power. Visit
SAFHolland.us for more information. Circle No. 273 on Response Card

New load range for heavier steer axles
Cooper Tire & Rubber Company has added a new load range to its popular Roadmaster
RM180+(EM) SmartWay verified steer tire line to accommodate increasingly heavier
steer axles. The RM180+(EM) is now available in load range H for tire sizes 11R22.5
and 11R24.5, and is an ideal steer tire for long haul applications. It features a highway
tread pattern and optimized footprint to promote even wear. The high-tensile-strength
four-belt construction of the RM180+(EM) is designed to deliver long tread mileage,
durability and retreadability while also providing excellent low rolling resistance
for improved fuel economy. For more information and to locate a dealer, visit
RoadmasterTires.com or call 800-854-6288. Circle No. 270 on Response Card

If you have a product you would like featured in Land LineÕs product showcase,
send a press release with a photo to Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com.
All featured products are subject to editorial review.
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Aftermarket truck and trailer parts
at your fingertips
Meritor has launched MeritorPartsXpress.com, a new e-commerce
website for U.S. and Canadian customers shopping for Meritor
aftermarket parts. The new site features improved search
functionality that makes it easier for you to find the parts you
need by using your computer, tablet or smartphone. Search by
Meritor part number and product line, competitor part number,
or keyword. Users can obtain pricing, parts availability and
interchange part numbers, track shipping status, locate dealers,
and more. Registered users can log in to find additional features
and perform multiple functions such as reviewing account
information for current orders, saved orders and requisition lists.
Visit MeritorPartsXpress.com or call 888-725-9355 for more
information. Circle No. 275 on Response Card

Comprehensive on-board
weighing solution
Air-Weigh recently released their next generation LoadMaxx
Trailer Scale. The new scale offers the same great features as its
predecessor including icon-based touch screen display, built-in
LED alarm lights, dual-point calibration, high precision pressure
sensor, and more. An added feature allows you to store up to four
manual calibrations for multiple axle configurations. Upgrade to
the ComLink option and the trailer scale communicates with the
tractor scale over the trailer’s existing wiring, providing drivers with
complete weight information on the in-cab LoadMaxx tractor display.
When used with the Bluetooth-compatible tractor scale, weight data
is also available on any smartphone or tablet through the LoadMaxx
app. For more information on the new series of trailer scales, visit
Air-Weigh.com or call 888-459-3444. Circle No. 271 on Response Card

Reduce maintenance costs
with corrosion-free steel wheels
EverSteel Wheels from Accuride Wheel End Solutions feature EverSteel technology,
a powerful bare steel treatment that creates a barrier to protect the steel from road
salts and harsh chemicals and make it resistant to chips from normal road wear. The
innovative technology makes for longer wheel life, increasing miles of service and
reducing maintenance costs. EverSteel Wheels are the industry’s first steel wheels
to be backed by an eight-year warranty against corrosion when used in combination
with Accuride’s Wheel Guard separator. Visit AccurideWheelEndSolutions.com or call
800-823-8332 for more information. Circle No. 274 on Response Card

Winners

MARCH/APRIL 2017

BunkRite pro system: Arthur Ford, North Richland Hills, Texas; Craig McCluskey, Moriarty, N.M.;
Bryan Rose, Redmond, Ore.
TrackLight GPS: Mike Mantor, Rancho Cordova, Calif.
JUNE
JUNE 2017
2017
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OOIDACongratulations
Life Members

Lester Angst
Saul Arellano
Dale Arthurs
Larry Barbee
Johnnie Battle
Glenn Bender
Michael Berkowitz
Ronald Beutel
Monty Bogart
Gary Braddock
Jackie Bryant
Darrell Cain
Paul Caraglio Jr.
David Chinn
Donald Clifford
David Cox
David Crockett
Charles Cross

Richard Daubenspeck
Kevin Dodson
Edward Duda Jr.
Kenneth Dupin
Sherman Estes
Vernon Ferguson
Dale Fullhart
Greg Garrett
Lloyd Glasford
Robert Graves
Ronald Halliday
Philip Hankins
William Hart
Rick Haskins
Ardis Hornsby
William Horton
Eldon Hoy
Bill Jensen

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Jody Jensen
Raymond Jergens
Edward Johnson
Leonard Johnson
Boyd Jones
Gene Kadlec
David Kaiser
Robert Kerby
Wolfgang Knapstein
Todd Knight
Brad Krutsch
Michael Lathrop
Michael Lavallee
Felix Letang
Ray Lewis
Robert Lewis
Billy Loggins
Larry McCord

Senior Members
Cynthia C. Abercrombie
Wendy A. Ambrose
Randy V. Armstrong
Kevin J. Arnhalt
Kemi Aroworamimo
Frank Bachetti
Seth P. Ballog Jr.
Charlie Bannister
Sharon Beebee
Mervin O. Bontrager
David Bouton
Keith Breeding
Roger Anne Brideau
Holly Brown
Norman Brown Jr.
William C. Brown
Samuel B. Bryan
Milos Bunjevcevic
Randy A. Burr
Eddie Busch
Danny Butler
Brent Buysse
Edward L. Cain
Dennis J. Callahan
James C. Campbell II
Margaret Carson
Gordon M. Centilla
Mark R. Cessna
John W. Chase
Arthur Chisolm Jr.
Victor H. Chitwood
Mark A. Clopper
James C. Connor
John W. Cook Jr.
Adriana H. Copeland
Philip R. Cordel
Ann Covert
Willie Crudup
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Karen Crutchfield
Deldrick S. Cryer
Donald J. Dalenberg
Michael J. Daughtrey
Laurie J. Davis
Carla De Shon
Russell L. De Shon
Donald J. De Water
Timothy J. Dekorne
Mihai Salicean Devian
Matthew E. Doyle
Adam J. Duvall
Debra Duvall
George E. Eason Jr.
Susan K. Elliott
Doug B. Ellis
Steven R. Ellis
William Emerson
James Wesley Feltner
Jerry Figueroa
Richard J. Flood III
Eva Fox
Gregory J. Fresca
Patsy A. Fuller
Denis Fuqua
Debbie K. Gibson
Bruce Glazier
Joseph Goins III
Xavier S. Grace
Tyrone D. Grant
Ben Grant Jr.
James M. Green Jr.
William Green
Patrick S. Gregory
Kevin Handlon
Carol Hansen
Robert M. Harden
Timothy W. Hartman

David L. Hayenga
Charles E. Haynes
Wade Heinert
Nathaniel R. Hester
Jerry R. Hodges
Douglas Hoffmann
Bobby L. Holcomb Jr.
Matthew Hoskins
Anthony Hydutsky
Patsy Isaac
Theodore C. Jansen
Hedrett B. Johnson
Tony Johnson
James W. Jones
Shannon D. Jones
Jason E. Jordan
Bryan Kain
Rhonda Kain
Rodger Karrar
Donald P. Keifer
James Kirkham
Randall L. Klinger
Scott Krause
Kari J. Krebs
Mitchell Langston
James L. Larsen
Joseph Lawson
Linda Kay Lee
Larry D. Leek
Lorna Leek
Corey Lemaire
Alcide E. Leonard
James M. Lewis
Karen Etta Lewis
Charles L. Leyrer Jr.
Doug Littlejohn
Lance Loggins Jr.
Chuck A. Ludenia

Lee Millard
Walter Moore
Eugene Moran
Frank Morton
Everett Mosher
William Muir
Noah Murray
Darin Naegele
Patrick Newlun
Donovan Newman
Troy Nicholson
David Noland
Coby Parizek
Thomas Pastor
Randy Paulson
Arthur Peterson Jr.
Mark Peterson
Sally Peterson

Jeremiah Pickett Jr.
Norman Potter
Gregory Pullman
Dale Rabuck
Larry Roberson
George Robinson Jr.
Michael Rohn
John Rye
David Sandman
Bradley Sarver
Jeff Schwartz
Richard Sekich
Gerald Shaffer
Desh Sharma
Joseph Smith
Vernon Smith
Charlie Staab
Ronald Stokes

Michael Stoyell
Robert Strashensky
David Thornton
Theresa Thurman
Ernest Tufft
David Walgren
Charles Wallace
Jeffrey Warren
Lori Wells
Margaret Williams
Gary Woolard
Philip Wright
Phillip Wright
Steve Yaggy
Raymond Yuncker

For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us (800) 444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

Garth Lunn
Leon E. Lutes
Earl H. Majette
Charles Mann Jr.
David R. Marti
Loren R. Martin
Enemias Martinez
Jeremy Matherson
Bruce Mattingly
Stan McCarroll
James McNamara
Michael D. McPherson
Vern Dale McPherson
Patrick L. Meagher
Michael J. Mehlfelt
Daniel Miller
Thomas M. Miller
David W. Moore
Kristopher J. Moran
Rafael Morenoavendano
Mugdim Mujanovic
Robert Bruce Neal
Robert A. Nunez
Jason M. O’Bannon
Cynthia Kay Ockwig
Oscar Oosterhouse
Mabel Orellana
Wesley Howard Orren
Stephen Osborne
Scott H. Osman
Dwight L. Otto
Gale Overbay
Gary G. Owens
Martin Owusu
Lewis G. Patterson
Audie Pentz
Grace Petty
Danny E. Phipps

Marc A. Plank
Ted H. Popp
Henk Posthumus
Nancy Poulos
Michael J. Powers Jr.
Gregory W. Price
Michael L. Pulliam
Tony A. Quattlebaum
John N. Quintero
Brian A. Rasmussen
John Robert Reimann
Keith Robertson
Raymond F. Robertson
Rickie A Robinson
Dennis G. Rogers
John B. Rogers
Travis W. Rogers
Stephanie Rolon
Vicente Rolon
Steven R. Ross
Daniel M. Rousey
Jose A. Salas
Manuel D. Sanchez
Kenneth E. Schlattmann
Tom L. Schlesner
Kaydon Schmidt
Keith Schroeder
Lee D. Scott
Ajitpal S. Sekhon
Dana Senske
Steve Serr
Bassam Shamo
Irvin R. Shury
Paul Lynn Sibray
Charles Robert Simmons
Debra J. Simota
Lakhbir Singh
Sodhi Singh

Calvin Singleton
Patrick L. Sloan
Dona Smith
Dorothy Smith
Jeffrey L. Speicher
David E. Stewart
Harold A. Stewart
William E. Stine III
Charles E. Straway
Paul Thompson
Russell S. Thompson
Fred Thurman
Jimmy E. Tidwell
Shirley P. Tolliver
Britt K. Tooley
Ronnie Townsend
Nenad Tuka
Dr. Carl L. Valvo III
Michael J. Vogel
Scott A. Vorwald
Sidney Wagner
Heather L. Wallace
Langston T. Washington
David E. White
Jerzy Wiacek
Starr Wiggins
Gary Wilburn
Dawn Wilhelm
Janell P. Williford
Bruce H. Womer Sr.
Nickolas K. Wooten
Lisa Wright
Kevin D. Yarnell
Rudy C. Zambrano
Jan Zibritovsky
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From Page 99

Proposed state fuel tax increases
It’s unfortunate that these states have
proposed such unreasonable hikes in
taxes on fuel that we have to buy to
deliver goods to the public. Why all of a sudden is
it the truckers’ responsibility to fix the roads? Most
important, we already know that the taxes will not
be used for the roads but for other items each state
wants, not needs. Just because they make the laws
doesn’t mean they are responsible with the money. I
say we all vote them out of office and replace them
with people that can get the job done right the first
time. Is this so much to ask?
Thomas Murphy

Medical certification
Here’s the truth. These clinics hired by companies
are expected to run drivers through like cattle. I
hate to say it, but I had issues that I hid. Those
doctors are bottom rung. Everyone knows the best
cream rises to the top. The best doctors do the
same. Those on the bottom are the ones doing
physicals. The buzzwords are blood pressure, body
mass index.
Beyond that, they don’t care and neither does the
company. The bullsh-t that Crete put their drivers
through with sleep studies was a joke, and a very
expensive one. Marten Transport by far did a much
better job, and paid for the study compared to most
companies. I miss trucking. It was my life, and I
loved it. But I don’t miss the cattle-drive-through
clinics.
Deborah Long
Last year went in for my re-cert and the doctor
said I had high blood pressure. So, I got a second
opinion. Guess what? I didn’t have high blood
pressure. So, the next thing he went for was the
sleep apnea test. I ended up paying $700 – mind
you this was a discounted price – to be told I don’t
have sleep apnea so I told him to go screw himself
and I found a new doctor.
Corey Robinson
This is another area where neither safety nor costs
have been part of the decision making of the rule.
The costs have been laid totally on the driver, which
could be from $2k to $5k just for the test. Many
insurances do not cover this, causing the driver
to make a decision about his career; many I have
heard left the industry because they simply cannot
afford it. This at a time when the industry needs
drivers.
Jeff Fitzgerald

Join Our Team
Our Flatbed, Stepdeck, Van,
Reefer, and RGN Division Offers:
■ Average 2.50 per mile with rates always quoted up
front in ﬂatbed/stepdeck division.
■ We can lease or rent you a trailer: ﬂatbed, stepdeck,
van, reefer, RGN
■ 40% of load paid up front. Settlements within 48 hours
of receiving bills.
■ 120+ years rock solid with an extensive agent network
■ Non-Forced Central Dispatch & 49 State Authority
■ $0 Down Lease Purchase Options on all models
■ We are 100% Owner Operators, NO company trucks
to compete with
■ No Up-front money required. Base plate and insurance
available
■ Fast and easy approval so you can get signed on and
start making revenue.
■ Company fuel discounts up for .45 off per gallon
■ Contractor’s Winner’s Circle with
discount up to 40% off most top
brands of tires. $200 Credit for
Voluntary ELD
■ Interest Bearing Maintenance
Fund with 6% Interest Rate
■ Our Jones Express
Dry Van Division offers
2 settlement options: $1.00 per mile + FSC – No
Trailer Rent OR 74% line haul + FSC with dedicated
customers through the country

Call us today to go over our program in detail.
CORPORATE OFFICE
800-825-6637
Jim Ashley 770-843-1018
Carol Faulkner 270-540-1022
Mike Curle 901-603-2154
Greg Lytle 301-616-5089

JonesExpress
OTSHOT
XPRESS
E

®

JonesMotor

®
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What is
OOiDa?
here’s the short version
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association is the
largest international trade association representing the interests of
independent owner-operators, small-business motor carriers, and
professional truck drivers.
The Association provides business services and benefits to more
than 158,000 members from all 50 states and Canada who collectively
own and operate more than 240,000 individual heavy-duty trucks.
Founded in 1973, the Association actively promotes the views of
professional drivers and small-business truckers through its interaction
with state and federal government agencies, legislatures, courts, other
trade associations, and private businesses to advance an equitable
and safe environment for commercial drivers.

Smiles all around.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
Circle No. 216 on Response Card
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We help hundreds of truckers each year
with temporary financial assistance.
Since 2007 we have helped 1,864 truckers
and given $1,708.232.

Saving lives
and families,
one driver
at a time.
Donate at TruckersFund.org
Corporate Sponsors: Travel Centers of America • Red
Eye Radio • Nemo Entertainment • NAIT • OOIDA Blue
Tiger • Watkins Christian Foundation • Ambest • Coffee
Cup Fuel Stops • Dart Transit
For more information about the St. Christopher Truckers Development & Relief Fund, please
send a letter to SCF, P.O. Box 30763, Knoxville, TN, 37930 or call 865-202-9428. The
website is TruckersFund.org, and the email address is contact@TruckersFund.org.
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Recent illness or injury
kept you off the road?

© ACS Advertisin

Many of our advertisers will send you more information if you complete and
return the Reader Response card. Circle the number(s) on the response card
that correspond to the advertisers below.

Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

The index of advertisers is an editorial service of Land Line Magazine.
The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors and/or omissions.
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By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

ROSES to both Love’s
Truck Stops and Bill
Cosby (no, not that one),
mayor of Bevier, Mo. After hearing
about an uproar over a proposed
Love’s Truck Stop in Ramsay,
Mont., Mayor Cosby fired off a
letter to the Montana Standard in
the company’s defense.
Cosby praised Love’s for
working with his town to address
the usual (and usually unfounded)
concerns that come along with
truck stop proposals. He goes on
to say that the Love’s in his town
has not had a negative impact
on local businesses and that it
has provided “safe, clean bright
places” not only for truck drivers
but also for families.
He also praised the jobs Love’s
has brought to town. He urges
the people of Ramsay to consider
allowing the company to build a
stop in their town as well. It’s high
praise and a refreshing change
from what we too often hear from
locals when truck stops come to
town.

ROSES to Patricia Morgan, a
Republican state lawmaker in
Rhode Island who earlier this year
led an effort to repeal the state’s
controversial truck-only tolls plan.
“Rhode Works” was passed into law
in 2016 and authorized the state to
enact tolls on trucks to pay for bridge
replacement and reconstruction.
Needless to say truckers have
been less than happy about the bill
and so welcome the efforts of House
Minority Leader Morgan, who called
the original bill “irresponsible” and
“an albatross around the necks of
Rhode Island consumers.” What’s
more, she said the plan may also be
unconstitutional.
Harsh words? Maybe. But this was a
harsh plan targeting truckers to begin
with. Here’s hoping this effort stops it
dead in its tracks.

ROSES to truck driver Scott Batchelor
of West Allis, Wis., for helping police
stop a drunk driver who was headed
the wrong way on Interstate 41 near
Milwaukee.
The 29-year-old woman was already
driving with a revoked license when
she started traveling southbound in
the northbound lanes of the highway.
She drove right on past two squad
cars attempting to stop her. At that
point, Batchelor maneuvered his truck
in front of the car and helped force
the woman to come to a stop – after
she had already gone 10 miles in the
wrong direction.
Thankfully police, and truckers like
Batchelor, are out there to help put a
stop to things like this and thankfully
this time no one was hurt.

ROSES to a nurse who came to
the aid of a trucker after a serious
accident in Idaho not long ago.
The Standard Journal out of
Rexburg, Idaho, reports that the wreck
happened on State Highway 20 when
a semi carrying potatoes flipped on
its side after a car cut sharply in front
of it.
A nurse named Jennifer Zeh was on
her way to class at that moment and
saw the whole thing. She ran to the

overturned truck. Upon learning that
the trucker needed help she climbed
inside the cab of the truck through
the broken windshield and found
the driver dazed with blood coming
from his mouth. Turns out he had
bitten his tongue. She checked his
vitals and looked for signs of further
injury and worked to keep him calm.
When paramedics arrived they had
to cut the top off of the cab to get
the driver out. The nurse, who didn’t
give her name at the scene, got in
her car and headed to class, only
to find out later that news reporters
were looking for her.
Well, they found her and shared
her story. We’re certainly glad they
did so we can give her a shout-out
as well for coming to the rescue.

RAZZBERRIES to
Louisiana and all of the
other states out there that
keep coming back to the idea
of speed differentials. Earlier
this year Rep. Steve Carter,
R-Baton Rouge, introduced
a bill that would drop their
truck speeds from 75 on rural
interstates and 70 on urban
interstates to 65 and 60,
respectively.
Most states have been
moving away from this idea
because they recognize the
fact that it makes roads more
dangerous for everybody by
slowing traffic and increasing
interactions between trucks
and other vehicles.
Yet a handful of states that
won’t let go of the practice
and lawmakers like Carter
keep introducing bills to try to
bring it back. Here’s hoping
common sense prevails and
speed differentials split for
good. LL

Got an idea for a ROSE or a RAZZBERRY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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