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Amateur Fisherman.
PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVER.

Trucking Moves America Forward says to the world that we are
MORE THAN JUST PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVERS. We are
parents. Neighbors. Friends. Getting home safe is our number
one priority, which is why Trucking Moves America Forward
supports the industry’s ongoing commitment to accident-free
driving. Because like anyone else, we have a lot to live for.
Visit the website and join the movement.

TruckingMovesAmerica.com
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EDITOR’SPAGE
Sandi Soendker EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Bad regs, MATS blog, the high court
and a truckin’ macaw
Sometimes you have to break the
rules of Fight Club and talk about
Fight Club. This is sort of what
happened at OOIDA headquarters
one day in early February.
For starters, our executive
leaders gathered a group of causeoriented staffers together – ones
who by nature of their jobs deal
with a number of members. To
discuss, to brainstorm, and to
develop a plan. Why? Because
the newly inaugurated president
was talking regulation reform. He

currently at the top of the list and,
as we know, the rule passed in the
form of a mandate and is due to be
effective in December of this year.
OOIDA’s pushback on ELDs is
not over, however, and we have
news in this issue on what that
means. On April 11, OOIDA’s
attorneys officially filed the
necessary paperwork to request
that the ELD case go to the U.S.
Supreme Court. And that’s not all.
Jami Jones has the story on
Page 38.

Federal fundraising. The
current White House’s goal for
the government is to do more with
less, right? With this in mind,
trucking business owners should
agree that the Unified Carrier
Registration (UCR) system is a
candidate for a fond farewell.
If that is not possible without a
10-year war, can UCR at least
give a portion of the fee money it
collects to a trucking cause? Like
truck parking? More about UCR
on Page 22.

This just in: OOIDA
is taking the ELD
mandate to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

MATS. “Knock Out Bad Regs”
rolled out in March at the MidAmerica Trucking Show. In this
issue, we feature events and news
from the Louisville show in our
award-winning blog, The Pork
Chop Diaries. If you missed the
show, you’ll get a thorough report.
If you were there, maybe the blog
package that begins on Page 42
will include a photo of you. More
MATS briefs are featured on Page
80, etc.

Larry and Muggsy. For animal
lovers, OOIDA headquarters is
an especially interesting place
to work. Drivers frequently
stop by with their diesel dogs
and with their exotic loads like
rare leopards or pythons. When
Member Larry Leckrone came to
visit in March, we were spellbound
by his traveling companion. For
20 years, Larry has traveled the
nation’s highways with a colorful
macaw named Muggsy. His 1962
Kenworth even has Muggsy’s
name on the door.
Muggsy didn’t say much while
he was here, but Larry says he
talks clearly and even makes phone
calls. On Page 56 is Staff Writer
Mark Schremmer’s memorable
interview with Larry and his
faithful road pal. This trucker, his
old KW, and his 36-year-old bird
captivated the whole magazine
crew. What would blow my mind
even more might be getting a
phone call from Muggsy saying
“Knock Out Bad Regs!” LL

was freezing newly approved regs
in their tracks and talking about
rolling back others. No matter
what your political leanings were,
we all knew it was time to move
aggressively on behalf of overregulated truckers. That was the
beginning of an energetic launch of
“Knock Out Bad Regs.”
On Page 20, Managing Editor
Jami Jones reports what we know
about the new administration’s
regulatory reform ideas and what
that means for truckers and for
OOIDA’s new campaign. Most
important, Jami tells you how to
be involved. One action we’ve
already started is gathering info
from members in order to make
a list of regulations you’d like
to see on the KO list. ELDs are
10 LAND LINE

Trucking satire. Contributing
Editor-at-Large John Bendel is a
guy who invented the term. Bendel
shows off his unmatched sarcasm
skills with our lead commentary
“Safety by invitation only.”
Most of you are familiar with
the Trucking Alliance, a group
of motor carriers who basically
believe in everything that drivers
don’t.
In his cheeky way, Bendel makes
some very good points about the
Alliance on Page 14.
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck
is that?”
Well,
Tandem
Thoughts
is where
the Land
Line media
team shares
opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos
and candid discussion. We drop honesty bombs, we poke fun, we
offer provocative analysis of news and events of interest to truckers.
No topic is off limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting as Staff Writer
Mark Schremmer did recently when he took on the road rumor
saying that truckers with a 40 BMI or more would be kicked off the
road. Or, something a little more fun like a recent piece Associate
Editor Greg Grisolano did on Movin’ On getting its own museum.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting
a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day
it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for
free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/
Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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Commentary
Safety by invitation only
The Trucking Alliance is a group of large
carriers devoted to safety. Totally devoted.
Absolutely, utterly, unconditionally,
wholeheartedly, thoroughly, consummately,
John Bendel
fully, wholly devoted to safety.
CONTRIbuTING
EDITOR-aT-laRGE
Oh yeah, and they’re really devoted to more
liability insurance.
You gotta love a group like that. You gotta.
That’s the point.
Who could possibly
Would you like to join the
question their goals?
Trucking Alliance? Well,
Who would dare say
you can’t – not without an a word against them?
Get real.
invitation.
This group of eight
carriers believes
we’re not doing enough for truck safety. The ATA
doesn’t do enough. The FMCSA doesn’t do enough.
The safety groups don’t do enough. So these entirely
selfless carriers are spending their own money to
advance safety, and they’re sacrificing in the process.
No raise for drivers. No new water feature for the
headquarters atrium. Tough stuff. What could be
nobler?
How does the Trucking Alliance spend that safety
money? They lobby for safety in Washington, D.C.,
of course, and they invest heavily in safety training
and technology. Well, maybe not heavily. Maybe just a
little.
Okay, maybe not at all. But hey, that’s not what
makes safety even safer. Hell no. Safety gets safer
only when the feds mandate it. After all, what good is
all that safety gear if the government doesn’t require
it on every tractor, trailer, straight truck, package van,
pickup, hand truck, clipboard, and touch-screen stylus

in the industry? Especially for you darn small fleets and
owner-operators.
You’re the problem, you know, not the big Trucking
Alliance guys. You annoying little guys are crashing
all over the place all the time. You have lots more
accidents than the big, super-safe, Trucking Alliance
carriers. Well, maybe not lots more accidents. Maybe
just a few more accidents.
Okay, okay. So, you don’t have more accidents.
Maybe you little guys are not crashing all over the
place all the time. Maybe that’s the big guys, but hey,
if that safety stuff is required by law, the Trucking
Alliance guys will have to have it too. What could be
fairer than that? The point is safety, safety, safety.
And more liability insurance.
Is the Trucking Alliance just trying to add cost for
smaller, more nimble carriers? Categorically, absolutely,
positively, definitely not! They have said so many
times, and if you can’t trust an alliance in this world,
who can you trust?
Would you like to join the Trucking Alliance? Well,
you can’t – not without an invitation. Any group with a
cool name like Trucking Alliance has to be exclusive.
This isn’t a club, or an association, or an organization,
or a committee. It’s an alliance. Has a kind of Star Wars
echo, doesn’t it?
Their latest invitation went to Swift Transportation,
which gracefully accepted and joined. I can only
imagine how excited they were there in Phoenix when
the invitation arrived. High fives all around. It’s quite
an honor. In fact, back in December the Alliance invited
US Xpress to join. Thing is, US Xpress was a founding
member of the Trucking Alliance. They probably quit
just so they could get one of those coveted invites.
I can hardly wait for my invitation to arrive. LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
MAY 21, 1901
connecticut became the first state
to pass a law regulating the speed
of motor vehicles. the law limited
vehicles to 12 mph in cities and
15 mph on country roads.

MAY 27, 1937
the golden gate bridge, which
connects san francisco with marin
county, calif., was officially opened.
14 LAND LINE

the bridge, which was the longest
suspension bridge in the world
(4,200 feet) at the time, took more
than four years to construct.

southern united states. later, such
artists as Kristofferson, the grateful
dead, Kenny rogers and Janis Joplin
also recorded the tune.

MAY 16, 1969

MAY 9, 1997

“me and bobby mcgee,” a song
written by Kris Kristofferson and fred
foster, was recorded by roger miller.
the song is about a couple who
hitch a ride from a truck driver in the

the owner-operator independent
drivers association broke ground on
a 48,000-square-foot building to be
the association’s headquarters in
grain valley, mo.
MAY 2017

GUEST COMMENTARY

Here’s my beef with the Medical Registry
I am a Vietnam vet and live in Texas,
making my living as a trucker, which
Steve Davenport
I have for a very long time. I recently
lIFE MEMbER
lewisville, Texas
went to the Dallas VA Medical Center
where I get health care, and I tried to get
a DOT physical. I
There are only six VA
was told that in that
physicians on the list
whole place there
that are qualified to
was not one doctor
do DOT physicals now. certified to do a
DOT exam under the
FMCSA’s Certified Medical Registry.
I checked the VA system in the whole Dallas area.
I thought – now that can’t be right. Surely there are
plenty of our VA physicians certified to do DOT
exams.
In fact, I recently learned that on the whole
FMCSA Certified Medical Registry there are only
six in the whole country – only six VA physicians
on the list that are qualified to do DOT physicals
now.
The fact that our VA docs can’t give me my exam
because they have not completed the costly federal

approval process just doesn’t make sense. I don’t
blame the physicians or nurse practitioners. These
VA medical professionals are often moved from
state to state, and I can see that it would not be
worth their time to apply in each state.
My beef is simple. There sure is a lot of talk about
how much the country does for its veterans. But we
can’t go to the VA docs for our DOT physical due to
the constraints of the new Medical Registry?
This is sure no way to show appreciation to our
veterans and make it easier for them to be part of
the trucking industry. I know about the Veterans
Expanded Trucking Opportunities Act or VETOPPS
Act to permit qualified VA physicians to do those
DOT medical exams. OOIDA strongly supported
and worked with legislators to advance it, and we
got it passed as part of the FAST Act. Hopefully
FMCSA will get to moving on it soon.
Veterans like me are told that our service was
appreciated and that we earned benefits for our duty
defending this country. But in this case that does not
seem to be happening. You should be able to get a
DOT exam from your VA doc. LL

No word yet if California is going to build a wall
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

A rousing conflict is brewing
between the Trump administration
and California. The president’s
executive order for a less-restrictive
Environmental Protection Agency
puts the White House at odds

President Trump’s
EPa cuts have CaRb
fuming.
with the unyielding California Air
Resources Board.
As a bit of background, just
days after Trump was elected,
the Alliance of Automobile
Manufacturers lobbied to roll back
emission mandates, asking him to
lead “efforts with EPA, NHTSA,
CARB and automakers on finding a
pathway forward.” In a letter to the
White House, the alliance wrote that
MAY 2017

reform is imperative and that “we
live at a moment where technology
and change are swamping the
regulatory capacity to manage our
emerging reality.”
This appeal seems to have had an
impact. In mid-March, Trump met
with automakers in Detroit, and
announced he would “work on the
CAFE standards” so cars “can be
made in America again.” A week
later, the White House announced
executive orders and a presidential
memorandum that rescinds the
climate change guidance of the
Obama administration.
The White House recently
announced even more program
slashes. According to a senior
administration official, the president
is “not going to pursue climate or
environmental policies that put the
U.S. economy at risk.”
No word yet on how “EPA Lite”

will affect heavy trucks.
Meanwhile, the environmental
battlers on our nation’s West Coast
are livid at the executive order that
clashes with their long crusade
for clean air. In California, Mary
Nichols – head of the California Air
Resources Board – is staying the
course. Nichols, self described on
Twitter as Queen of Green, and Gov.
Jerry Brown swear they will not
back off the state’s strict emission
rules. For more than four decades,
California has operated under an
EPA waiver that allows the state
to set tougher rules than the fed –
that waiver secured by then-Gov.
Reagan.
We head into summer hearing a
lot of fuming, speculation and saberrattling.
And no word yet if California is
going to build a wall. LL
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Member PERSPECTIVE
By OOIDA Member Rick Blatter
Les Cedres, Quebec

ÔKnock Out Bad RegsÕ

Congratulations, OOIDA, for your “Knock Out Bad
Regs” campaign. I attended MATS 2017 and listened
to the FMCSA’s “Introduction to the Electronic
Logging Device Rule and Implementation Plan”
at MATS in Louisville. My conclusion is that these
people are totally whacked. They live on another
planet.
They have no idea what they are doing and they
are preparing another DPF-type debacle with many
lawsuits and accidents in the making.
First and foremost, after the billions of dollars’
worth of recalls and/or lawsuits and/or losses and
hassles due to unproven and untested faulty product
(DPF) on the market by coercion of the EPA, we
should have learned that products need adequate
trials and testing before being released in the market.
As it stands, all trucks and trucking companies
subject to this rule will become billion-dollar victims
of an ill-conceived, ill-planned, ill-prepared mass
experiment/trial of unproven technology.
You would think that someone in Congress would
have learned that trial studies are a good idea.
In medicine they save lives and prove/validate a
hypothesis. In trucking, it can do the same while also
saving companies and the economy from bankruptcy.
At the MATS seminar the FMCSA representatives
notified attendees that the ELD rule will require
everyone who moves a truck to have their own
individual ELD code. This means the mechanics,
truck washers, fuelers ... anyone who moves the truck
will need to individually log in and out.
I previously assumed that while the truck is in the
garage or yard, all maintenance employees could use
a single maintenance code. Not so. Everyone must
have a code and log it every time the truck is moved.
If a trucking company has only 30 trucks, and
the mechanic, fueler and truck washer only waste
one minute logging in and out, 1.5 hours per day
will be lost in productivity. This adds up to 7.5 hours
per week, or one whole day used by maintenance
personnel moving the truck at the garage or company
yard. Is this insane?
How would maintenance people logging in and
out in the garage or in the company yard enhance
safety? How does this contribute to safety? This is
ill-conceived insanity that will micro-manage the
industry to death.
ELDs on the road are unproven and problematic
enough. But in the garage and company yard? That’s
preposterous! LL
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What can OOIDA do for you?
I just want to thank OOIDA from the bottom of
my heart. We received our payout from the Arctic
Express lawsuit. We had forgotten all about it. Then
I opened the mailbox yesterday, and there were four
items from OOIDA. I started opening them. The
ﬁrst check was over $5,000. Then I kept opening.
I was on the ﬂoor in tears. Over $9,000 in checks.
Thank you for everything you do for drivers.
Johnny and Tina Robertson
Editor’s note: OOIDA’s longest legal battle was the
truth-in-leasing class action case that started out
against Arctic Express in 1997 and later involved
Comerica Bank. Those checks received by the
Robertsons and others were part of a landmark
victory and class restitution that topped $5 million.

Best practices in driver training
Behind-the-wheel time should be required. I feel
the training of new drivers should be left to a
secondary school setting. These big companies
are in the business of pushing students through
the process just to collect the money from the
government. To them the students are just a number
like livestock in the chute. Trucking companies
should be in business to haul freight not train
drivers. These companies are trying to do both and
failing at quality training.
Jody Onken
Slayton, Minn.

Remembering Jevic
Wow. I couldn’t believe my eyes when I opened
page 62 of my February Land Line. Here I thought
everyone had forgotten us from Jevic. It was a great
company to work for as long as Harry ran it. I only
met him once in Delanco, N.J. I had just started
shortly before YRC bought us, and that was the
beginning of the end.
We specialized in heated chemicals and anything
that couldn’t get below a certain temperature and
wasn’t cost effective for a reefer. I think of the
handful of companies I’ve worked for in the last 38
years that was one of the best trained group of men
and women I have ever worked for.
I could go on forever about the things Harry
wanted in an employee, but I’d get too sad to think
that job went away. You can just add that one up to
another company that the YRC brand has bought
and destroyed. Once they took hold they would
Continued on Page 18
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Truckers SPEAKOUT
land line offers polls on its website at
LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions on
issues of interest. Here are some recent polls and their
results. Please note, the numbers have been rounded
and therefore sometimes may not equal 100 percent.

Are you a registered organ donor?
Yes ....................................................................64%
No, but I plan to sign up ..................................... 2%
No, and don’t care to ........................................20%
No, but not opposed to it..................................15%

INBOX From Page 16

leave our chemicals sitting out on a frozen dock just to
pack their food into a trailer so we could drive 200 miles
to hump groceries.
Then Harry moved back into the chemical companies
and took care of what he did best – the heated freight
with New Century. To this day I don’t know of anyone
else that catered to the chemical companies like Harry.
He would assign drivers to an account, and that was your
baby to build up or break down. We were all known as
driver salesmen. Thanks for the trip down memory lane.
I saw the writing on the wall in 2003 and got out. Good
article, John Bendel.
Jerry Perry
Cincinnati, Ohio

The secret to driving safely
What is your driving experience preference?
I like to be able to hear my
engine/drive train/transmission ....................63%
I like the new “quiet/silent” cabs ......................37%
Do you follow any government accounts on
social media, such as DOT, FMCSA, NHTSA,
etc.?
Yes, 5 or more ..................................................15%
Yes, but fewer than 5 ........................................13%
None.................................................................28%
I do not use social media .................................44%
Given the deteriorating state of the
infrastructure, are you buying/replacing tires
more now than you did 5-10 years ago?
Yes, definitely ....................................................48%
Have not really noticed a difference ..................41%
Not at all ...........................................................11%
Has the fake news ruckus made you
a more careful reader?
Yes ....................................................................66%
No ...................................................................... 9%
I am not sure how to tell the difference.............25%

Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click in
one of the circles to indicate the answer that best fits your
opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you
up-to-date results, with your opinion included.
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I found Daryl Yearout’s story in a recent issue of Land
Line very inspiring. I love to hear good stories like his!
His secret to driving safe? I live by it, same as my father
taught me 35 years ago. Seems like today a person has to
be on their “A” game, with all the phone texting and such
being a huge distraction.
Dennis Johnson
Clark, S.D.
Editor’s note: If you missed Staff Writer Mark
Schremmer’s article in the February 2017 issue, Daryl
Yearout is an OOIDA life member from South Haven,
Kan. In his astounding career as a trucker, Daryl racked
up 70 years of safe miles.

Can we fix the real problems?
This ELD mandate is just ridiculous. Big companies
trying to force the little guys out. Government has
no business sticking their nose in when they don’t
even know what’s going on in the trucking business.
Something needs to be done about regulating the
shippers and receivers. This downtime they make us put
up with and no compensation for it at all is really what is
ridiculous.
Eva Holder
Farnam, Neb.

^

How to shareYOUR OPINION

have a comment or special concern? agree or disagree with an editorial?
mail us or email us. send to letters to the editor,
land line Magazine, P.o. box 1000, grain valley, mo 64029 or fax to
816-443-2227. if you would like to email a letter to the editor for use in
land line Magazine and/or the land line website, there’s an
easy form at LandLineMag.com or simply email your views to
letters@landlinemag.com. Please keep these letters brief and to the point.
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Great truck
insurance rates
and personal service
are yours as an
OOIDA Member.
Friendly, fast, efficient service
for the busy owner-operator.

At OOIDA you are never just a truck
insurance customer. You are our mission.
For more than 40 years, OOIDA has been
dedicated to developing a comprehensive range
of insurance products for the small-business
trucker through its subsidiary, Owner-Operator
Services, Inc., offering them at competitive
rates with many discounts and ways to save.
OOSI is also committed to providing
outstanding, friendly customer service and
fast turn-around.
Nobody knows the insurance needs of the smallbusiness trucker better than the expert staff at
OOSI, setting up coverage and dealing with
your requests while you’re busy on the road.

Whether you’re at a truck dealership
needing insurance immediately, or calling to
make changes on your policy, OOSI agents
are there to help you and advise you on the
right coverage for your business.
With direct underwriting, many binding
decisions are made directly by OOSI,
providing you quick, reliable service.
Electronic filings to the Federal Highway
Administration make sure your proof of
insurance is on file as soon as the policy
is bound.
Call OOSI at 800-715-9369 and
speak to one of our agents about your truck
insurance needs. Or visit us at our web site,
www.ooidatruckinsurance.com.
* Discounts and premiums subject to underwriting guidelines and verification of information.
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By Jami Jones, managing editor

T

he attitude toward regulations in
Washington, D.C., is far different than
under any previous administration
in recent history. And this shift in
thinking could not have come soon enough
for truck drivers.
For years the barrage of new and revised
regulations has been relentless. Overregulation has taken its toll. There has
been no accounting for the varied needs
throughout this diverse industry. And, worse
yet, regulations have been driven by a big business agenda hell-bent
on strangling small business out of the trucking industry.

With the new administration
targeting regulatory reform
along with recent wins on
the regulatory front, OOIDA
has launched a
new campaign.
“Knock Out Bad Regs”
aims to bring truckers
together to turn back the
swell of over-regulation
that’s drowning drivers and
small-business truckers.

New ground rules
After being sworn in, President Donald Trump went to work and
signed a number of executive orders targeting regulations.
A freeze on eleventh-hour regulations enacted by the Obama
Administration was the ﬁrst order of business. It’s a common tactic
used by incoming presidents to review and evaluate regulations that
have been signed into law but have either not yet taken effect or hit
a compliance deadline.
Trump followed that up with a second executive order that
could have a wide-sweeping effect on the way regulations are
implemented in the future. Dubbed the “two for one” order. It
seeks a zero net effect on regulatory cost when a new rule goes into
effect. That means agencies are to offset the cost of any new ones by
eliminating the costs associated with at least two current ones.
The ﬁnal executive order, to date, enforces the Trump
administration’s Regulatory Reform Agenda. In that order each
agency must appoint a regulatory reform ofﬁcer. That ofﬁcer is
tasked with not only ensuring that new regulations toe the new line,
but also reviewing current regulations.

Wait and see mode
The trifecta of executive orders slowed the submission of new
regulations needing White House review and approval to a standstill.
At one point toward the end of February, no signiﬁcant rulemakings
were being reviewed. That’s a ﬁrst, D.C. insiders and watchdog
groups say.
Slowly, very slowly after the regulatory freeze expired on
March 21, a few items began to be submitted by a variety
of agencies. Just not from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration.
While Elaine Chao has been conﬁrmed as DOT Secretary, subagencies under the DOT umbrella are still without administrators,
thereby slowing work to be done at those agencies like FMCSA.
Routinely, the DOT releases a monthly report to the public on
the “signiﬁcant” rulemakings it has in the works within the various
agencies. Since the regulatory freeze went into effect, the agency
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Come to find out,
truckers were right.
has opted not to release the report.
In its place, the agency posted this:

“As DOT rulemakings are
being evaluated in accordance
with Executive Orders 13771
and 13777, the schedules for
many ongoing rulemakings are
still to be determined.”

In the meantime,
score two big wins

The tweaks to the
voluntary 34-hour restart
that added two mandatory
overnight periods and limited
its use to once every
seven days did not
benefit driver safety,
fatigue or health.

The ﬂurry of new regulations being sufﬁciently stymied for
the time being by Trump’s executive orders is refreshing for
truck drivers. It’s actually like the icing on the cake.
Come to ﬁnd out, truckers were right. The tweaks to
the voluntary 34-hour restart that added two mandatory
overnight periods and limited its use to once every seven
days did not beneﬁt driver safety, fatigue or health.
That is the conclusion of a congressionally mandated
study on the 34-hour restart. The study was mandated by an
amendment to the 2015 Transportation, Housing and Urban
Development Appropriations legislation that was signed into
law in December 2014.
The amendment, introduced by Sen. Susan Collins,
R-Maine, suspended the requirements that a voluntary 34hour restart include two 1 a.m. to 5 a.m. overnight periods
and not be used more than once in a seven-day period.
The clincher on the congressional language is that the
DOT Ofﬁce of Inspector General had to sign off on the
study. The intent behind that was to make sure, in short,
that the study took a legitimate, impartial look at the
two versions of the 34-hour restart. The study complied,
according to the inspector general.
“We found that DOT’s study met the act’s requirements.
We also concur with the Department’s conclusion that the
study did not explicitly identify a net beneﬁt from the use of
the two suspended provisions on driver operations, safety,
fatigue and health,” an inspector general press release
stated.
The Safety Fitness Determination proposal has been a sore
spot for truckers and motor carriers alike. Motor carriers,
including owner-operators, are given a rating of Satisfactory,
Conditional or Unﬁt following a compliance review.
FMCSA wanted to automate the process on a monthly basis
and tie the ratings to data used in the Compliance, Safety,
Accountability, or CSA, enforcement program.
Given the concerns about data quality and bias within
CSA, the Safety Fitness Determination was met by
widespread opposition. The agency continued plodding
ahead and announced a proposed rule last year.
Before the swearing in of President Trump, the agency
MAY 2017

announced it would issue a
Supplemental Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking on the Safety Fitness
Determination. That usually indicates
that more comment is needed before
the agency can proceed.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association, along with 61
other groups, wrote a letter in midFebruary to Secretary Chao, asking
her to drop the whole idea.
FMCSA withdrew the proposal in

late March.
“Based on the current record, including comments
received in response to the NPRM and the February 2017
correspondence to Secretary Chao, FMCSA has decided to
withdraw the January 2016 NPRM and, accordingly, cancels
the plans to develop a (Supplemental Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking)” the Federal Register notice announcing the
withdrawal states.

Tackling even more bad regs

OOIDA launched the campaign in response to the changing
environment in Washington, D.C.
“With the new president and Congressional leadership
on Capitol Hill committing to reduce regulatory burdens
on small businesses, we need OOIDA members to help us
Knock Out Bad Regs,” OOIDA’s recent communication to
members states.
Launched during the Mid-America Trucking Show,
OOIDA intends for the campaign to help keep the pressure
on the administration and Congress to make good on their
promises to reduce regulatory burdens.
“We are concerned that the promise to reduce regulations
will instead turn into an effort by policy makers in
Washington, D.C., to add even more burdensome
regulations,” said Todd Spencer, OOIDA executive vice
president. “Congress should be working to eliminate costly
regulations like ELDs and speed limiters rather than adding
even more rules and red tape.”
The campaign includes member activism and targeted
efforts on proposed regulations in Congress as well as
holding FMCSA accountable to the regulatory reform set
out by President Trump.
OOIDA is also calling on members to schedule meetings
with their lawmakers to discuss the burdens faced because
of excessive regulations. Truckers wanting to do more can
learn more about the campaign at FightingForTruckers.com
and can sign up for Call To Action alerts.
“Our members have always been highly engaged in the
process,” said Spencer. “But there is an urgent need to
increase the volume going forward.” LL
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The Federal Update

Federal fundraising –

the truth about UCR
So, after struggling for years, the Unified
Carrier Registration Agreement now has a
healthy piggy bank. That’s evident from the
board’s generous spending habits and from the
choices they make, planning board meetings in
resort places in California, Arizona and the like.

T

he federal Unified Carrier
Registration Agreement, or UCR,
sounds really important. What
exactly does it do?
The UCR has no services, no
job duties to fulfill. It requires
individuals and companies that
operate commercial motor vehicles in
interstate or international commerce
to register their business with the base
state of choice and pay an annual fee
based on the size of the fleet.
So it just collects money from
trucking companies. That’s it.
Why, then, is this scheme even
necessary? Sure, if it were drummed
out, the states that get money would
cry a river. But Congress and the
White House are talking about “doing
more with less.” I’m pretty sure
trucking companies, brokers, freight
forwarders etc. would agree that this
UCR arrangement needs to be on the
“knock out” list.
The UCR Agreement is a base-state
system administered by federal and
state governments and by the motor
carrier industry for the collection
of fees levied on motor carriers and
related entities. It’s a federal law.
Under the UCR Act, the Single
State Registration System was
repealed as of Jan. 1, 2007, and states
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stopped collecting SSRS fees. The
SSRS replaced the old bingo stamp
burden on each truck as a means
of proving operating authority and
liability insurance to each state. The
UCR Agreement was simply intended
by Congress to replace revenues

It’s an arrangement
to collect money
from the trucking
industry without really
doing anything.
the states got from SSRS and other
programs.
And that is what it’s about – a way
to collect money from the trucking
industry without doing anything.
It’s a fundraiser for the state police
commercial safety and roadside
efforts. It does nothing else.
Who pays into the UCR piggy bank?
At least it does not show favoritism
on who has to register. Included in
the UCR Agreement are many
businesses that were not subject to the
old SSRS – private motor carriers of
property, exempt carriers, regulated
carriers that did not travel into SSRS

states, brokers, freight forwarders and
leasing companies.
On the other hand, it clearly has
been inequitable from the start
regarding determination of fees. The
agreement has set brackets for the fee.
If you own one or two trucks, you pay
$76 per truck. If you own between
101 to 1,000 trucks, you pay $7,511.
The more you register the cheaper it
is, no doubt discriminating against
small businesses.
When they set up the extent-ofoperations rule, however, it was
decided that one size fits all. On
the UCR fee chart it matters not
how many miles the carrier’s trucks
run, only the fact that the carrier is
engaged to some extent in interstate
commerce. A carrier may, for
example, have operations in just a few
states, none of which participate in the
UCR Agreement. Its UCR fees will be
the same as a carrier that operates the
same number of commercial motor
vehicles but whose operations extend
to all participating states. Neither does
it matter under the UCR Agreement
which state is acting as a carrier’s
base state; the level of UCR fees for
a fleet of a given size will stay the
same.
What states are out? A one-time
request opportunity in 2008 gave
states a chance to opt in. Those who
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By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief
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Another funding enterprise:
didn’t jump in were Arizona, Hawaii,
Florida, Maryland, Nevada, New Jersey,
Oregon, Vermont, Wyoming, and
Washington, D.C.
Each participating state will collect
UCR fees from each UCR registrant
that has designated the state as its base
state. A state will retain those collections
until it has satisfied its UCR Agreement
revenue entitlement, after which it will
transfer additional collections it makes to
the UCR depository. A state that fails to
collect enough to satisfy its entitlement
is paid the difference by the UCR
depository from the funds transmitted
to it by the states that have collected an
excess.
That sounds like a great idea ...
unless a state owes millions of dollars
in overpayments to the depository and
happens to be a stubborn, reluctant payor.
And that has happened (cough, Illinois).
Each participating state has authority to

enforce registration compliance through
roadside enforcement checks and to hand
out citations and fines. An unregistered
vehicle stopped in Rhode Island, for
example, would be subjected to a $300
fine for each occurrence. Keep in mind
that is just for Rhode Island. A company
traveling to Maine could be stopped
in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, and Maine and fined in each
jurisdiction.
That registration info is kept in a
national database that can be accessed by
law enforcement personnel, even in nonparticipating states. Those states can’t
collect a UCR fee, but they do fine you
for not being current. And they keep that
money, using it for motor carrier safety
programs and enforcement.
Currently, UCR is allotted $5 million a
year to administer this program that does
absolutely nothing. Genius. Why not have
meetings in exotic places? LL

UCR business audits
Another funding enterprise is
the UCR’s business audits,
allowing participating states to
ascertain, among other things,
whether companies indeed
declared their proper fleet size
regarding interstate business.
UCR may not audit the states
on how they spend money
collected from truckers, but
they certainly get serious on
business audits of cash cow
fleets. Failure to report the
proper size of the company
carries severe penalties in
certain states. That’s one of the
reasons the UCR has so much
money now. LL

Circle No. 76 on Response Card
MAY 2017

LAND LINE 23

FEDUP

DeFazio introduces ‘blueprint’ to redo NAFTA
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

Calling it a “blueprint” to replace
the North American Free Trade
Agreement, Congressman Peter
DeFazio, D-Ore., introduced a
resolution that lays out the principles
that “must be included in any
replacement” of NAFTA.
DeFazio’s resolution includes
a “21st Century Workers’ Bill of
Rights” that includes eliminating
incentives for companies that send
jobs overseas, and requires “foreign
operators to comply with U.S.
transportation laws,” which is a shot
at the controversial Mexican crossborder trucking program.
The resolution directs President
Donald Trump to initiate the
renegotiation of NAFTA no later than
June 1. All of the provisions included
in the resolution must be agreed to by
Mexico, Canada, and the U.S. before
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the agreement can be approved.
“For the first time in nearly
a quarter-century, we have an
opportunity to replace NAFTA and
build a fair trade policy that works
for all Americans,” DeFazio said
in a press release announcing the
resolution.
“After working with labor
stakeholders and fair trade advocates,
we have come up with principles
that will serve as the foundation of a
sustainable trade policy that will bring
jobs back to the U.S. while protecting
America’s environment, workers,
consumers, and sovereignty.”
The proposal has support from
labor and environmental groups as
well as trade stakeholders like the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association.
OOIDA Executive Vice President
Todd Spencer praised the resolution,
saying the Association supports

“taking a fresh look at the other
provisions of NAFTA that haven’t
worked equitably.”
“We’re certainly pleased that
President Trump has made this an
issue,” Spencer said. “And we’re
pleased that Congressman DeFazio
introduced this measure.”
Spencer said the cross-border
trucking program with Mexico is an
issue that has long frustrated U.S.
truckers. The program puts U.S.
drivers at a competitive disadvantage
by allowing Mexico-based trucks
to operate in the U.S. despite those
vehicles not being under the same
safety and environmental restrictions
as U.S. and Canadian trucks.
“That (cross-border) provision was
certainly never integral to NAFTA,”
he said. “And it goes without saying
that any truck operating on U.S.
highways should be in compliance
with U.S. regulations.” LL
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What’s missing from the DOT’s
automation advisory committee?
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s federal
advisory committee on automation has 25 members
from the realms of manufacturing, politics, education,
retail, insurance and Silicon Valley. But the board has
no small-business truckers or owner-operators.
OOIDA Executive Vice President Todd Spencer
says that the lack of driver representation on the
committee is disappointing, especially when anywhere
from 4 million to 6 million truckers may find
themselves displaced by driverless vehicles. That’s
why OOIDA has asked Secretary of Transportation
Elaine Chao to reopen nominations for the committee.
“Unlike many of the industries currently represented
on the advisory committee, professional drivers are
unlikely to experience significant economic gain
under the looming autonomous revolution,” Spencer
wrote Chao in a recent letter. “Absent the unique
perspective of small-business truckers, the panel will
struggle to appreciate the full impact automation will
have on our economy and achieve its goal of making
our transportation network more fair, reliable and
efficient.”
The committee’s job is to give the DOT insight
and guidance on the development and deployment of
automated vehicles, while identifying research, policy
and regulatory opportunities to help advance the
technology in a safe and responsible manner.
Spencer’s letter noted that OOIDA represents
small-business truckers, who compose 90 percent of
the trucking industry, while single-truck enterprises
account for approximately 50 percent of total carriers
in the United States.
“Encompassing such a large portion of the trucking
industry, OOIDA’s members will be deeply affected
by the promulgation of autonomous technology,”
Spencer wrote. “In the short-term, our members are
concerned advanced automation will diminish the
quality of their jobs. Not only will the fragmented
introduction of technology make the operation of
heavy trucks more unpredictable and stressful, but
professional drivers will also face inconsistent driving
conditions as passenger car owners adjust to the new
features of their own vehicles.”
Spencer said another reason for having a trucker
on the committee is “drivers will likely be the first
to experience the technology’s shortcomings or
deficiencies outside controlled testing scenarios,
creating serious safety concerns for our members and
the driving public.” LL
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OOIDA calls complaint database ÔinadequateÕ
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

If truckers want to report instances
of coercion and harassment, the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration has a way for drivers
to do that. But OOIDA says the
current system is a dud.
Addressing the FMCSA’s
information collection request
regarding its National Consumer
Complaint Database, OOIDA said
in filed comments the program
could be improved by addressing
the overall administration of the
program, the name of the program,
and the inefficiencies of the online
portal.
“As currently administered, the
National Consumer Complaint
Database is an inadequate outlet
for drivers to report harassment,
coercion and other violations of
commercial regulations,” OOIDA
wrote. “Typically, drivers do not
receive a satisfactory response level
when they call the hotline or submit
their problem via the online portal.
Additionally, there is insufficient
follow-up with drivers after filing
a complaint. The lack of response
from the Agency results in many
unresolved complaints and also
discourages drivers from using
the (complaint database) to report
unsafe practices.”
OOIDA provided an example
of the inefficiency regarding the
database. On Aug. 1, 2016, the
Association assisted a member
by filing a coercion complaint on
his behalf. The following day, the
member received notification from
the FMCSA that the complaint
appeared to be in order. However,
the member and OOIDA later had
trouble trying to get information
regarding the status of the
complaint.
“Although the member did receive
a call the day after the complaint

was filed, the status of the case
beyond the initial stages was unclear
as the Agency was unable to locate
the relevant information and provide
it to the appropriate individuals,”
OOIDA wrote.
“If the member had not inquired
of the status and if OOIDA staff had
not continued to repeatedly follow
up, it is doubtful that this claim
would have come to the attention
of the appropriate individual. This
is especially concerning given the
remarks by the individual handling
the claim who pointed out the
severity of the incident and the role
this claim was expected to play in
an additional investigation.”
OOIDA suggested that FMCSA
should provide confirmation that
the complaint has been accepted, as
well as a specific tracking number to
assist with follow-up.
Another one of OOIDA’s concerns
with the program is the name itself.
The Association said the name,
National Consumer Complaint
Database, does a poor job of
representing the purpose of the
database.
“OOIDA believes the (database)
can help improve safety, but
many drivers are unaware that it
is a tool which they can use to
report violations of commercial
regulations, nor are they aware that
coercion complaints are handled
through it.”
“FMCSA must enhance the quality
of the collected information, and
thereby improve the effectiveness
of the NCCDB by addressing
the overall administration of the
program, the name of the program,
and the inefficiencies of the online
portal,” the Association wrote.
“By taking these steps, FMCSA
can make the (complaint database)
a credible and useful resource in
promoting highway safety.” LL
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MCS-150 forms causing confusion for some intrastate companies
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Some motor carriers in California
are receiving a letter from the
U.S. Department of Transportation
regarding Motor Carrier
Identification Report (MCS-150)

If they see an incomplete
MCS-150 form, overzealous
officers could technically
write up a ticket or cause
some delay.

forms, but there is one problem.
They should not have a MCS-150
on file. Here’s what is going on and
what exempt truckers in California,
and potentially other states, should
do if they receive the letter.

Every two years, carriers required
to have a DOT number are obligated
to update information via MCS-150.
Operations that do not require a DOT
number do not need to fill out the
form.
However, many carriers who are
exempt have received a letter to
update their MCS-150, most notably
in California. In California, the state
assigns all intrastate carriers a DOT
number for its own personal tracking
purposes. Many carriers may not
even know they have a DOT number.
For example, one exemption
includes farmers who transport
agricultural commodities within
a certain distance or commercial
passenger van operators, according
to Duane DeBruyne, Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration
spokesperson. Most states would
not issue a DOT number, but in

California one could be assigned for
such carriers.
As a result, blank information
has been received by the feds over
at FMCSA. The letters reflect that
missing information, although
carriers are unaware that anything
was ever on file.
Theoretically, this can cause
problems at a scale house when law
enforcement officers check their
database. If they see an incomplete
form, overzealous officers could
technically write up a ticket or cause
some delay.
Any motor carriers that are exempt
from biennial MCS-150s and that
received a letter or otherwise suspect
they may have one on file are
encouraged to contact FMCSA at
800-832-5660, by fax at 202-3663477, or via their website. LL
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Coalition proves backlash against over-regulation growing
In late March, a group of 17 national
associations sent a letter to U.S.
Department of Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao asking for her
support in delaying and repealing
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration’s electronic logging
device mandate. The letter also asked
for her support in withdrawing the
agency’s proposed speed limiter rule.
OOIDA not only signed the letter,
but also served as the driving force
behind its creation and the formation
of a new coalition eager to provide
truckers some of the regulatory relief
they’ve been seeking for years.

Much of the credit for
setting OOIDA apart as
the leader in the efforts to
repeal regulations goes to
you, our members.
Coalition-building is often a critical
component to successful advocacy
in Washington, D.C. While trucking
interests frequently come together to
address policies that broadly affect
the industry, the coalition behind
March’s letter to Secretary Chao is
unique because of its diversity.
The partnership included
associations from a wide variety
of American industry sectors,
including agriculture, materials and
the motoring public – not a list of
trucking’s most natural allies.
So how did these somewhat
disparate associations with
distinctive points of view come
together to oppose excessive
trucking regulations? Well, federal
rulemakings often have broader
effects than anticipated, ensnaring
unsuspecting industries well
beyond those targeted by regulators.
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Typically, as rulemakings progress,
the true scope of a regulation’s impact
is revealed and industries suddenly
discover they’ve been caught in
Washington’s bureaucratic net.
In the case of the ELD mandate and
speed limiter rulemaking, professional
drivers’ early and vocal opposition
helped distinguish OOIDA as the
predominant opponent to overly
burdensome and costly trucking
regulations. When other industries
looked for help in attaining regulatory
relief, many found OOIDA was
already on the case.
Much of the credit for setting
OOIDA apart as the leader in the
efforts to repeal regulations goes to
you, our members. The rulemaking
docket on the speed limiter proposal
was filled with comments from
drivers – many who either drive
speed-limited trucks or shared
experiences driving around them.
The same holds true with the ELD
mandate. You have been relentless in
sharing your stories with lawmakers
and highlighting the realities of living
with these devices.
That sort of active participation and
insight is unique to OOIDA. Knowing
that you aren’t afraid to call your
lawmakers to let them know what you
think reinforces our on-the-ground
advocacy in Washington, DC. Truly,
you make OOIDA the voice against
over-regulation.
Enter the new administration with
an agenda targeting overly costly and
burdensome regulation and we had
all the opportunity we needed to build
on the foundation you have built over
the years.
OOIDA went to work proactively
expanding the coalition as it
became apparent there was growing
interest in reversing FMCSA’s most

egregious rulemakings beyond the
administration and truck drivers.
Outreach to associations who had
advocated for sensible hours-ofservice requirements and those who
previously voiced concerns over
proposals to mandate speed-limiting
devices proved productive, as the
coalition grew to 17 members.
The backing of a diverse coalition
of stakeholders will certainly bolster
OOIDA’s arguments against excessive
regulations at a time when every
federal agency is reassessing its
approach to rulemakings.
The coalition’s makeup
demonstrates to the DOT and
FMCSA that rulemakings advanced
under the previous administration
will negatively affect a wide range of
American businesses, and it expands
political opportunities to repeal the
ELD mandate and halt the speed
limiter proposal.
For example, an engaged
agriculture community is likely to
increase the awareness and support
among elected officials from regions
where farming drives the local
economy. While these congressmen
and senators may have been
empathetic to OOIDA’s concerns in
the past, better understanding the
impact these rules will have on a
wide range of constituencies may
help convince them to take action.
This diverse coalition could not
have come together at a better
time. It’s going to afford us an
audience with lawmakers who may
not have been so receptive in the
past. It’s showing that it’s not just
a bunch of truckers out raising hell.
This coalition will send a clear
message that every regulation has
consequences, and the toll is simply
too much to bear for everyone. LL
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Bill aims to trim back TWIC redundancies
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Truckers who use Transportation Worker Identification
Credentials – along with other IDs proving
trustworthiness – will be pleased with a new bill in the
Senate. The Surface Transportation and Maritime Security
Act seeks to eliminate some of the redundant background
check truckers face.
The bill was
“Each one of these cards
introduced by Sen.
costs money, so we and other John Thune, R-S.D.,
associations have been trying in early April. S763
has been referred
for years to get it to be one
to the Senate
credential.”
Committee on
– OOIDA Security Operations Director
Commerce, Science
Doug Morris
and Transportation.
It has not yet been
set for a hearing. Thune has long been an advocate for
drivers wanting to see the TWIC program reformed. He
introduced a similar bill late last Congress and even took
a shot at reform in 2015.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
hopes reform regarding the TWIC program will help
eliminate redundancy and reduce unnecessary costs for
the driver.
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The Surface Transportation and Maritime Security
Act would allow TWIC holders to obtain their hazmat
endorsement without the need for additional background
checks.
“No group is more concerned with transportation
security than the truckers moving the cargo,” OOIDA
Executive Vice President Todd Spencer said. “They
deserve a better system. While there is much more that
needs to be accomplished, the Surface Transportation and
Maritime Security Act is a significant step in the right
direction.”
Doug Morris, OOIDA’s security operations director,
said the goal is to make the TWIC a one-stop shop.
“There are obviously a lot of credentials out there
for drivers who go to ports and different government
facilities,” Morris said. “Each one of these cards costs
money, so we and other associations have been trying for
years to get it to be one credential.
“The hazardous material endorsement has the same
vetting as a TWIC. It’s the same vetting, but each one of
these things costs the driver money. They should have
one vetting, and if they pass then it should be accepted
throughout.”
The American Trucking Associations and National
Tank Truck Carriers also support legislation to improve
efficiency regarding security in the trucking industry. LL

Circle No. 255
on Response
Card
LAND
LINE 29

STATETREND

States pursue permission
for truck platoon testing
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

A

uthority to test driver-assistive truck platooning
technology on highways is a trending topic at
statehouses around the country. The concept uses a truck to
control the speed and braking of other trucks.
As more and more states attempt to allow testing on their
roadways, some elected officials are sharing concerns about
where the process is headed.
During the National Governors Association’s winter
meetings in Washington, D.C., multiple governors raised
concerns to new Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao about
how the growth of self-driving technologies will affect truck
drivers.
The U.S. Department of Labor estimates there are more
than 1.6 million Americans driving large trucks.
Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker acknowledged the
opportunity that autonomous vehicles provide, but he said
he is concerned about the potential economic hardship that
could be caused along the way.
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder shares the concern.
“For truck drivers, we need to be looking farther out
as to what are their career opportunities as we see these
autonomous vehicles emerge,” Snyder said. “How do we
make sure we’re planning far enough ahead so we don’t
create job-loss opportunities for people?”
Chao assured the governors she has the same concerns.
Advocates for the technology tout its ability to reduce
greenhouse gases, increase energy efficiency, and improve
safety in the trucking industry. They add that well-plotted
trips would also ease congestion.
Critics question how automated vehicles and traditional
vehicles will interact on roadways. Others doubt whether
widespread use of the technology is realistic.
Another point raised by critics is that there are few studies
that consider the potential impacts of autonomous trucks
being able to provide door-to-door delivery.
In the meantime, state legislatures from around the
country are pursuing rules to permit truck platoon testing.
Below are some notable efforts followed by Land Line.
The Arkansas Senate voted unanimously to advance
a bill to the governor that would permit truck platooning.
House lawmakers already approved the bill on an 85-1 vote.
Sponsored by Sen. Charlie Collins, R-Fayetteville, the
bill would also revise state law that covers the minimum
requirements for vehicle following distances.
State law mandates a minimum of 200 feet between
vehicles traveling on highways.
HB1754 would authorize platooning vehicles to follow at
a distance between 75 and 125 feet. The change is necessary

30 LAND LINE

to greenlight testing of the technology on state roadways.
A licensed commercial driver would be required in each
platooning vehicle. An exception would be made on a
closed course.
“House Bill 1754 takes us a baby step forward allowing
the trucking companies to use what is known as platooning
technology – much like adaptive cruise control,” Collins said
during floor discussion.
“Nothing in this bill would take a driver out of the seat of
the truck. It would only allow trucking companies to put a
plan forward to allow platooning technology.”
He added that trucking companies would need to submit
any plans to the highway commission for approval.
Similar efforts are underway in Iowa, South
Carolina and Tennessee.
The Iowa DOT says the change is needed to allow
companies interested in testing the technology to access the
state’s roadways.
In Tennessee, the Senate voted unanimously to advance
their version of the platooning rule with the following
distance change.
“The rule right now is they have to be separated by
300 feet. (The bill) allows them, once they are
communicating vehicle-to-vehicle, to pull right up against
one another,” said Sen. Mark Green, R-Clarksville.
The bill, SB676, has moved to the House. The House
version, HB751, awaits clearance to the House floor.
Rep. Pat Marsh, R-Shelbyville, said the bill would permit
the state to come up with rules that cover truck platoons of
up to two vehicles. He added that the system provides safety
and economic benefits.
“The first truck gets about 5 percent better fuel economy.
The second truck gets 10 percent,” Marsh told the House
Transportation Committee before the vote to advance the
bill.
“If a car pulls in between them, (the system) shuts off and
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both drivers take over. Both drivers are in there alert.”
Rep. Terri Lynn Weaver, R-Lancaster, said the fuel
savings the technology would provide comes at a good
time with state lawmakers looking to increase the state’s
fuel tax rates.
Multiple efforts renewed at the Missouri statehouse
would authorize driver-assistive technology on state
highways. One year ago then-Gov. Jay Nixon vetoed a
bill to set up a six-year pilot program to permit testing
truck platoons of up to two vehicles with less than 50 feet
separation.
State law prohibits truck and bus drivers from following
another such vehicle within 300 feet.
Nixon said at the time that although automated driving
technology has advanced significantly in recent years, the
“long-term safety and reliability of this technology remains
unproven.”
He added that “using Missouri highways as a testing
ground for long-haul trucks to deploy this unproven
technology is simply a risk not worth taking at this time.”
Rep. Charlie Davis, R-Webb City, and Sen. Dan
Hegeman, R-Cosby, have introduced bills to authorize
truck platoons and exempt them from the state’s minimum
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“For truck drivers, we need to be
looking farther out as to what are their
career opportunities as we see these
autonomous vehicles emerge.”
– Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder
following distance.
Testifying before a House committee earlier this year,
Teamsters representative Jerry Wood said the legislation
lacks critical detail and raises safety concerns. He added
the technology could result in accidents by reducing the
spacing between trucks if any type of mechanical failure
or other incident occurs.
Both bills, HB108 and SB243, have advanced from their
respective transportation committees and await further
consideration in each statehouse chamber.
Nevada, Oregon and Pennsylvania have
legislation that would set state statute for testing of the
truck technology on highways.
A California bill covers the intent of the
Legislature to enact autonomous vehicle legislation that
addresses freight vehicle safety. LL
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By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

State officials around the country
continue to discuss efforts pushing
for higher fuel tax rates to get
needed road work done.
OOIDA believes that when
there is a valid need to
generate additional revenue
increasing fuel tax rates
is the most equitable way
to accomplish that goal. Mike
Matousek, OOIDA director of
state legislative affairs, points
out that any increase should be
applied equally to both gasoline and
diesel. He adds that safeguards are
also necessary to keep the additional
revenue for roads and bridges.
In California, a transportation
funding plan nearing passage would

raise $5.2 billion annually over the
next decade for state and local roads,
trade corridors, and public transit.
The state’s excise rate on
gas would be increased by
12 cents to raise $24.4
billion.

The increase would be phased in
over three years.
Not to be outdone, the excise rate
on diesel would be increased by
20 cents to raise $7.3 billion.

In exchange for collecting
more in excise taxes, California’s
current collection method for fuel
taxes would be abandoned. No
longer would the state Board of
Equalization annually adjust the fuel
tax rates. Instead, price-based tax
rates would be restored.
In addition, the 1.75 percent
sales tax applied to diesel purchases
would be increased by 4 percent
to 5.75 percent. The increase is
estimated to raise $3.5 billion.
Additional components in the
funding plan would increase annual
vehicle registration fees up to $175
and apply an annual $100 fee for
zero-emission vehicles. The fees
would raise $1.3 billion.
All tax and fee rates would be
indexed to inflation to allow for

Compliance made easy.
As an owner-operator you and your drivers must be compliant with
DOT drug and alcohol testing laws. You need to make sure you’re
properly enrolled in a consortium, your testing records are in order
and all test results are properly documented.
CMCI minimizes the confusion of mandatory drug and alcohol
testing and record keeping requirements. CMCI provides
customers with vital information regarding detailed record
keeping, driver and supervisor training and testing.
CMCI annual enrollment cost is one of the lowest in the industry
with your OOIDA Membership dues. Each enrollment includes:

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

All selected random drug and alcohol tests
Medical Review Officer services
National collection site network
Certificate of enrollment
Education materials
Supervisor training
Driver handbook
*additional site fees may apply

Call CMCI today for more information and pricing.
Your partner in mandatory drug & alcohol testing requirements
A division of Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association Inc.
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Higher fuel taxes up for consideration in 16 states

increases in future years.
Another provision in the bill, SB1,
would exempt certain trucks from the
recent Air Resources Board decision
to strengthen rules on indirect
emission sources.
At press time a bill in Indiana that
is touted to help the state address
the $1.2 billion annually needed for
roads over the next 20 years is on the
verge of heading to the governor’s
desk.
One component of the bill to raise
about $670 million by the end of
the second year would remove from
statute a requirement for the General
Assembly to approve tolling certain
portions of interstates.
HB1002 would also require the
Indiana DOT to study tolling and
submit a waiver to the Federal
Highway Administration to allow
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tolling on existing interstates.
Also included in the bill is a plan
to raise the state’s 18-cent-per-gallon
gas tax by 10 cents. The 16-cent
diesel rate would be increased by
6 cents. In addition, the state’s
11-cent surcharge tax on diesel
would nearly double to 21 cents.
All tax rates would be indexed
on an annual basis through 2024.
Annual adjustments would be capped
at one penny.
A $5 tire fee and $100 commercial
license plate fee would also be
collected.
Utah Gov. Gary Herbert has
signed into law a road funding bill
that imposes automatic increases in
the state’s 29.4-cent-per-gallon fuel
tax. A built-in ceiling caps fuel tax
rates at about 40 cents. Taxes are
estimated to increase about 0.6 cents

per gallon in 2019 and 1.2 cents in
2020.
Other states with legislation to
increase fuel tax rates are as follows:
Alaska............................. 16 cents
Illinois ............................. 10 cents
Kansas ................. up to 11 cents
Louisiana ............. up to 17 cents
Maine ................................ 7 cents
Minnesota ...................... 10 cents
Montana ...... 8 cents for gas and
7.25 cents for diesel
Oklahoma ... 7 cents for gas and
10 cents for diesel
Oregon ... 5 cents with additional
nickel increases every
five years
South Carolina .... up to 12 cents
Tennessee... 6 cents for gas and
10 cents for diesel
Texas................................. 2 cents
West Virginia .............8 cents LL
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OOIDA: New Mexico governorÕs veto was Ôthe right thingÕ
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association is
commending New Mexico’s governor for vetoing a bill
that called for assessing an additional fee for truckers
using the state’s roadways.
Gov. Susana Martinez acted on April 7 to thwart an
attempt by the legislature to raise various taxes and fees,
including a 10-cent increase in the state’s fuel tax rates.
In her veto letter, Martinez said HB202 “raises and
makes more regressive the motor vehicle excise tax, the
special fuels tax, and creates two new high-dollar fees,
among other attempts to raise revenue.”
OOIDA was opposed to a provision in the bill to add
a permit tax of $90. The tax was intended to cover state
expenses to issue weight-distance tax identification
permits.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA’s director of state legislative
affairs, wrote in a letter to the governor one week before
her veto that the legislation included “a discriminatory
and unconstitutional ‘permit tax’ of $90.” He said the
legislature was essentially proposing to tax the existing
weight-distance tax.
“In other words, they want to tax the tax.”
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The Association viewed HB202 as very similar to the
New York Highway Use Tax.
“Whether you’re based in New Mexico or another state,
everybody’s going to be paying that tax. If you run 100
or 10,000 miles, one per mile rate is much higher than the
other,” Matousek said.
The New York state Supreme Court struck down New
York’s HUT following a lawsuit by OOIDA.
Matousek said the Association opposed the tax included
in HB202 not only from a policy standpoint, but because it
would be unequally applied to all commercial trucks on a
per-mile basis.
A truck traveling 1,000 miles in the state during the
calendar year would pay an effective tax rate of 9 cents
per mile. But a truck traveling 5,000 miles in the state
during the same year would pay an effective tax rate of
2 cents per mile.
OOIDA also opposed a provision in the bill to increase
the administrative tax from $5 to $10.
In a follow-up letter sent to the governor April 11,
Matousek thanked Martinez for “doing the right thing.” LL

Associate Editor Greg Grisolano contributed to this report.

MAY 2017

OREGON

OOIDA to Oregon DOT:
Uniform speeds the safest
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The Oregon Department of Transportation is
considering increasing truck speeds and needs input
from truckers for its engineering study on the issue.
Oregon is one of the few states that have a speed
differential between trucks and cars. Currently, the
speed limit for trucks is set at 55 mph while passenger
vehicles can drive up to 65 mph.
In order to change existing speed limits, ODOT
must conduct an engineering investigation report to be
submitted to the Speed Zone Review Panel. A review
by that panel will then be submitted to the Oregon
Transportation Commission with a recommendation.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association is opposed to differential speed limits
and recently filed its own comments to ODOT.
OOIDA considers differential speed limits to be
“counterproductive to safety, limit the ability of truck
drivers to fully control their vehicle, and negatively
impact the behavior of other drivers and vehicles,”
according to filed comments.
OOIDA points out that speed differentials cause
more interactions between cars and trucks as those in
passenger vehicles tend to pass trucks dangerously
and drive more aggressively. Speed differentials also
increase congestion. These factors can lead to an
increase in crashes.
In a Policy Resolution, the American Association of
State and Highway Transportation Officials stated that
speed limits set arbitrarily below reasonable speeds
are difficult to enforce, produce noncompliance,
encourage disrespect of the law, and create
unnecessary antagonism toward law enforcement.
Research conducted by the OOIDA Foundation
found “that a higher variance of vehicle speeds in
traffic flow increases the risk of an accident, that most
states have eliminated differential speed limits, and
that there is no substantial evidence to support the
use of differential speed limits,” according to OOIDA
comments.
“In Oregon, establishing uniform speed limits
– presumably through a slight increase in speed
limits for commercial trucks – would simply allow
commercial trucks to flow with traffic, get to their
destination quicker, and decrease the amount of
trucks on the road,” OOIDA said. “All of this can be
accomplished without compromising safety.”
Results of the comments have not been released as
of press time. LL
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH

What’s happening in your state legislature?

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

We know you
don’t have time to
keep up with all
of the bills being
considered that
affect your trucking business.
That’s why your Association keeps
a close watch on legislative action
in statehouses near you.
On the following pages you
will find a roundup of significant
actions from around the country.
For a complete rundown of state
legislation, visit LandLineMag.com
and click on “Legislative Watch”
under the “Important Info” tab.

ILLINOIS
One bill halfway through the
statehouse would repeal collection of
the commercial distribution fee for
trucks in the state. The amount is a
14.35 percent surcharge of the annual
registration fees. HB386 would take
effect July 1, 2018.
A Senate bill would increase
the speed limit on highways and
interstates. SB2036 would raise
speeds from 70 mph to 75 mph on
most major interstates outside of
Chicago. Specifically, the speeds
would be increased on Interstate
355, I-80 and every interstate west of
I-355 and south of I-80. Speeds on
highways, other than interstates, with
fewer than four lanes would be posted
at 60 mph – up from 55 mph.
KANSAS
The Senate unanimously approved a

bill that covers taking steps to curb
human trafficking. SB179 would
require CDL applicants and truckers
renewing their licenses to complete a
training course on human trafficking.

provision be established for towing
companies. Another provision would
require towing companies to release
commercial cargo prior to a towing
invoice being paid.

KENTUCKY
Gov. Matt Bevin has signed into law
two bills of interest. HB265 covers
the transportation of farm equipment.
State law requires large equipment
that includes farm tractors to have
outer wheels removed from the axles
and transported separately. The new
law expands the state’s definition
of non-divisible loads to include
transportation of farm equipment.
HB174 adds feed haulers to the list
of loads permitted to top the 80,000pound threshold on two-lane and
four-lane state highways. State law
already permits a 10 percent weight
tolerance for loads that include fill dirt
and rock, coal, concrete, solid waste,
livestock, and farm crops. Affected
loads are not permitted on interstate
highways. The change also permits
livestock and agriculture haulers to
exceed the gross weight provisions by
4 tons to make their first stop.

MARYLAND
House lawmakers voted to advance a
bill to limit left lane use for passing
only. State law now only requires
drivers to stay to the right if they are
traveling at least 10 mph below the
posted speed limit, or slower than the
flow of traffic. HB1451 would apply
to roadways with at least three lanes,
and a posted speed of 55 mph or
more. Certain exceptions would apply.

MAINE
A House bill would mandate
towing companies involved with
a nonconsensual tow to provide
an itemized invoice. Invoices
would also be required to include
a “no liability without itemization”
provision intended to protect
consumers. LD1022 also requires
that a noncompliance penalty

Arkansas
A bill headed to the governor’s desk would authorize 75-mph travel
on interstates – up from 70 mph. Other highways would have speeds
increased from 60 mph to 65 mph. If the speed changes are signed into
law, the state Highway and Transportation Department would need to
complete engineering studies before any changes are made.
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MINNESOTA
One House bill would prohibit certain
traffic-stop related information from
being used in law enforcement officer
job performance evaluations. HF796
would forbid the number of traffic
stops made or traffic enforcement
activity from being included in
evaluations.
MISSOURI
One bill moving through the House
includes provisions described as
bringing the state into compliance
with federal rules on vehicle
haulers. HB542 covers the overhang
allowance for automobile transporters.
Specifically, the bill would alter the
state’s definitions of an automobile
transporter and a boat transporter.
MONTANA
Senate lawmakers voted unanimously
to approve a bill intended to reduce
road rage. HB415 would clarify what
is and is not permissible when using
the left lane. The bill is headed to the
House for approval of changes before
moving to the governor’s desk.
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Ohio
Gov. John Kasich has signed a two-year, $7.8 billion
transportation budget bill. HB26 introduces new traffic
management techniques that are intended to enhance
traffic flow on certain state highways and keep traffic
moving during rush hours via variable speed limits and
hard shoulder running. A pilot program is included
in Clinton, Franklin, Lucas, Mahoning, Montgomery
and Stark counties to reduce commercial vehicle
registrations from $30 to $15. The Registrar of Motor
Vehicles is required to study the effect of lowering the
fees for possible expansion.

NEW MEXICO
A bill on the governor’s desk would use money from
the state’s general fund to extend hours of commercial
operation at the federally operated Santa Teresa Port of
Entry. Operating hours at the facility are listed from
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday, and from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. HB91 would keep the
facility open until midnight for imports on weeknights.
OKLAHOMA
The House voted to advance a bill to the Senate to limit
left lane use on highways with at least two lanes of
traffic in the same direction. HB2312 includes exceptions
for actions such as passing another vehicle.
OREGON
A House bill covers concerns about police ticket quotas.
HB3368 would prohibit law enforcement agencies from
having or establishing arrest or citation quota policy.
Agencies would also be forbidden to use the number of
arrests or citations made by officers in evaluating their
job performance.
TEXAS
Two efforts at the statehouse are of note. SB1550 calls
for a study by the state DOT on the effects of restricting
trucks from the far left lane. Study results would be
submitted to the governor and Legislature by Dec. 1,
2018.
HB2166 addresses nonconsensual vehicle tows. The
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation would
be required to establish fees for nonconsensual tows.
Political subdivisions would also be allowed to regulate
fees as long as such fees are authorized by commission
rule and do not exceed the maximum amount authorized
by the commission. LL
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OOIDA asks U.S. Supreme Court
to review lower court ruling on ELDs
By Jami Jones, managing editor

T

ruckers’ rights under the
Fourth Amendment are front
and center in a petition from the
Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association asking the
U.S. Supreme Court to review the
Association’s case on the electronic
logging mandate.
OOIDA’s litigation counsel, the
Cullen Law Firm, filed the Petition
for Writ of Certiorari with the U.S.
Supreme Court on April 11. The
filing formally requests that the
Supreme Court review the ruling
handed down by the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit in
October 2016.
OOIDA President and CEO Jim
Johnston says if the court agrees
to hear the case, the Association’s
attorneys will argue that mandatory
ELDs are unconstitutional under
the search and seizure provisions of
the Fourth Amendment.
“As you might imagine, we were
very disappointed and surprised
by the ruling against us by the
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals,”
Johnston said. “We were surprised
because this same court ruled in
our favor on the earlier electronic
log regulation that was designed
to require monitoring systems on
carriers that had accumulated a
significant number of hours-ofservice violations.”
The filing submitted to the
Supreme Court alleges that the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration failed to meet
legal thresholds that would
allow it to sidestep search and
seizure protections in the Fourth
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Amendment. OOIDA claims that
24/7 monitoring of truck drivers
via the electronic logs constitutes a
form of surveillance.
“The Supreme Court really
accepts only a very small
percentage of cases presented to
it, and one of their primary criteria
for hearing cases is to maintain
consistency between the various
courts around the country in how
similar legal issues are resolved by
those courts,” Johnston said.
This case primarily involves
warrantless searches and seizures
under the Fourth Amendment, he
explained.
“It is well established that the
installation of monitoring or
tracking devices on a person’s
vehicle is a search and seizure
under the Fourth Amendment.
In most cases it is done for law
enforcement purposes and requires
a warrant, signed by a judge, based
on probable cause that laws are
being broken,” Johnston said.

There are exceptions to that,
however. One of those exceptions
is what FMCSA hung its case on
before the Seventh Circuit. That
is in the case of a pervasively or
highly regulated industry.
“The history of that exception
is that it only applies to business
premises and not individual
persons. Also, it involves
administrative searches and not
searches for law enforcement
purposes, which we believe would
clearly require individual search
warrants,” Johnston said.
In its petition to the Supreme
Court, OOIDA also asks the court
to determine whether the ELD rule
violated the Fourth Amendment
by failing to establish a regulatory
structure at the state and federal
levels that serves as a substitute
for a warrant. In short, are there
restrictions on the ways the data
collected by the ELDs can be used
by any law enforcement agency?
“We believe that the Seventh
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OOIDA President and CEO Jim Johnston says if the
court agrees to hear the case, the Association’s attorneys
will argue that mandatory ELDs are unconstitutional
under the search and seizure provisions of the Fourth
Amendment.
Circuit erred in allowing
warrantless searches of 3.5 million
drivers, designed specifically to
uncover evidence of criminal
activity,” Johnston said. “In doing
so, the Seventh Circuit decision
splits directly with rulings by both
the Fifth and Eleventh Circuit
Courts.
“This is also the first time that
the pervasively regulated industry
exception has been applied directly
to the search of an individual to
serve the ordinary needs of criminal
law enforcement.”
According to the Supreme
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Court’s website, the court receives
7,000 to 8,000 petitions each
term. The Court grants and hears
oral argument in only about 80.
Granting a petition requires the
votes of four Justices. The court
generally rules on a petition about
six weeks after it’s filed.
Johnston told Land Line Now that
OOIDA is not putting all its eggs in
one basket with the legal petition.
Instead, he says the Association
is also in touch with the Trump
administration – which opposes
unnecessary and costly
regulations. LL

TIMELINE
l Dec. 10, 2015

FMCSA announces its final rule
mandating the use of electronic
logs in all trucks model year 2000
and newer starting Dec. 18, 2017.

l Dec. 11, 2015

OOIDA files petition for review
with U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit.

l Sept. 13, 2016
OOIDA argues Fourth Amendment
protections during oral arguments
before the Seventh Circuit.

l Oct. 31, 2016
Three-judge panel upholds the
electronic log mandate.

l April 11, 2017
OOIDA petitions U.S. Supreme Court
to review Seventh Circuit decision.
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Ninth Circuit hears challenge
to DOT’s cross-border trucking program
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

C

ases that go through the federal
appeals court in San Francisco
frequently make big news. One
case that may not have made major
headlines, but was significant
nonetheless, involves Mexican
cross-border trucking. A three-judge
panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit recently heard
oral arguments in a challenge that
seeks to shut down the government’s
cross-border trucking program with
Mexico.
Despite meager participation
in its cross-border pilot program,
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration opened up longhaul trucking in the states to motor
carriers from Mexico starting in
January 2015. Two separate lawsuits
were filed seeking to shut down the
program.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association filed one
challenge. The second was filed by
the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters and the Advocates for
Highway Safety, as well as several
other organizations. The two cases
were later rolled into one lawsuit.
In mid-March, Teamsters attorney
Eric Brown and OOIDA litigation

One of the questions the panel
asked the agency’s attorney
Dana Kaersvang: If the only
data being used by the
DOT came from 13 carriers,
“would it be enough to
determine that Mexicandomiciled carriers were
safe?” Kaersvang said yes.
40 LAND LINE

Three members of The Cullen Law Firm in D.C. recently spent a few days at OOIDA headquarters
in Grain Valley, Mo. Daniel Cohen, Paul Cullen Sr. and Paul Cullen Jr. collectively represent
57 years of fighting for truckers on behalf of OOIDA. (Photo by Sandi Soendker)

counsel Paul D. Cullen Jr. of The
Cullen Law Firm both argued before
the appellate court in San Francisco
to ask the court to toss out FMCSA’s
program to open the U.S.-Mexico
border to Mexico-based truckers.
Teamsters attorney Brown argued
that there was not sufficient data
gleaned from the DOT’s pilot
program to conclude it was safe.
Brown stressed that the agency
ignored the conclusions of “its own
experts.”
“DOT’s Office of Inspector General
and the Motor Carrier Safety
Advisory Committee both concluded
that the sample size was inadequate,”
the Teamsters argued.
Representing OOIDA, Cullen
addressed the issue of compliance.
He asked the court to vacate the
agency’s decision to grant permanent

authority to the pilot program
participants. He also asked the court
to enjoin the agency from granting
authority to Mexico-domiciled
carriers without requiring them to
comply with the CDL law.
Cullen told the panel that a statute
passed by Congress forbids operation
of commercial motor vehicles by
anyone not holding a valid CDL
issued under federal standards. At the
argument, Cullen said the FMCSA
“did not cite to any authority that
would exempt motor carriers from
the U.S. CDL statute.”
If FMCSA is going to do that,
Cullen said, then the agency needs
to go to Congress with the results of
the pilot program and ask them to
change the CDL requirements.
DOT’s attorney argued that the
sample size of the pilot program
MAY 2017

OOIDA’s CARB case
sees some daylight
participation by Mexico-based
trucking companies did not
affect the agency’s capability of
evaluating their safe operations.
Presiding in the Ninth Circuit
Court for the oral argument were
Judges Kim McLane Wardlaw,
Consuelo M. Callahan and
Ronald Gould.
One of the questions the panel
asked the agency’s attorney Dana
Kaersvang: If the only data being
used by the DOT came from 13
carriers, “would it be enough
to determine that Mexicandomiciled carriers were safe?”
Kaersvang said yes. In further
questioning by the panel, she
also seemed to argue that even
if it were not sufficient, they
would continue to grant authority
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to Mexico-domiciled motor
carriers. Safety compliance
would be “taken care of” in
an extensive post-authority
acceptance monitoring system.
Attorneys for both Teamsters
and OOIDA called the FMCSA’s
final report to Congress arbitrary
and irresponsible. In the final
argument by Brown, the
Teamsters asked the court to set
aside any operating authority
granted by the agency to
Mexico-based companies since
the pilot program. He also asked
the court to set aside the final
report, which he explained is
the final agency action and the
legal prerequisite to the agency’s
current granting of authority. LL

As we go to press for this May issue,
OOIDA’s attorneys are headed to San
Francisco to the Ninth Circuit U.S. Court
of Appeals. The reason: oral arguments
in a case against the California Air
Resources Board.
OOIDA is represented by the Cullen
Law Firm, the Association’s litigation
counsel in Washington, D.C. The
case was originally filed in a California
district court in December 2013 and
ended up in the Ninth Circuit Court. So
far, the merits of the case have not been
heard by any court. Other lawsuits have
been filed, but denied on procedural
or technical grounds. The real reason
truckers have a big problem with
CARB’s costly and unfair truck rules has
never been argued. Let that sink in; it’s
never been argued.
Stay tuned. LL
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Tony Justice
realizes dream
at MATS concert
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Tony Justice performs as the opening act at
the 2017 Mid-America Trucking Show concert
sponsored by Mobil Delvac.
(Photo by George Parker III)
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Tony Justice is proof that dreams can come true.
The truck driver and OOIDA member performed
in front of thousands of country music fans as part
of the Mid-America Trucking Show on March 24 at
the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville.
“Special thanks to God, my family, Trucker
Nation and Mobil Delvac for making a dream
come true,” Justice wrote on Facebook shortly after
opening the concert for Thompson Square. “Best
crowd I’ve ever played in front of.”
In 2012, Justice attended MATS for the first time, handing out CDs
to spread the word about his music. Since then Justice and his wife,
Misty, have pounded the pavement, while Tony played as many shows
as possible in between hauls.
On Friday night, the Justices were rewarded for their work after many
truckers asked MATS organizers to let Tony perform.
Justice, who remains a full-time truck driver, thanked his peers.
“I wouldn’t be here without all of you guys going to their website and
Facebook pages, asking for me to be here,” Justice said in a Facebook
Live post moments before the show. “You’ll never know how much I
appreciate this.
“We’re fixing to rock the house trucker style. This is because of you

Member James Partin of Decatur, Tenn.
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Life Member Roger “Sandman”
Wilcox, and wife Wanda of Newcastle,
Maine.

Life Member Karl Tucker, English, Ind., and
Shawnee Patton of Eckerty, Ind.

Life Member Bob Halling
of Muscatine, Iowa.
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Member Chris Bear of
Elizabethtown, Pa.
MAY 2017

Member Scot Marone
of Huron, S.D.

Senior Member John
“John Boy” Miller of
Ft. Dodge, Iowa.

Driver’s story shows power of
Truckers Against Trafficking
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Parked at a truck stop in Virginia in January 2015, truck
driver Kevin Kimmel thought there was something strange
about a recreational vehicle two spots over. The old RV
seemed unlike one used for a family vacation, he said.
It was enough to make Kimmel suspicious, but little did
he know that the events from that day would make him a
success story for Truckers Against Trafficking.
Kimmel’s actions led to the arrest and conviction of two
human sex traffickers and helped a 20-year-old woman find
safety.
It is the perfect example of what Truckers Against
Trafficking is all about. The organization started in 2009 with
the goal of using truck drivers to fight human trafficking.
According to the TAT website, human trafficking victims total
20.9 million around the world.
Kylla Lanier, deputy director of Truckers Against Trafficking,
and Kimmel spoke to truck drivers and carriers about the
epidemic on March 24 at the Mid-America Trucking Show in
Louisville, Ky.
“I want them to realize that they can be part of the
solution,” Lanier said. “They have a role they can play in
this.”
Kimmel, who works for CFI, shared his story with dozens
of attendees at the seminar. After seeing enough suspicious
activity, he called local authorities.
“Make the call,” Kimmel said. “If you’re wrong, you will
inconvenience them for a couple of minutes. If you’re right,
you could save someone’s life. It starts with a gut feeling. You
need to trust it. Don’t be afraid to go forward with it.”
A couple of days later, the 20-year-old victim called Kimmel
to thank him.
She referred to him as a hero and her guardian angel.
“Truck drivers are the eyes and ears of the highway,”
Lanier said. “They play a big role.”
According to TAT, the national hotline fielded nearly
1,600 calls. Out of those calls, 503 were likely cases of
human trafficking, involving 1,100 victims. The victims
included 300 minors.
Truckers who see suspicious activity can call the
TAT hotline at 888-373-7888 or local authorities.
Lanier said calling the hotline brings experts in trafficking to
the scene. LL
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guys. If you think truckers don’t have a voice and we
can’t be heard, you’re so wrong because this wouldn’t
be happening without truck drivers. All you guys, who
sacrifice time from your homes with your friends and
family and from your hobbies, I know what that’s about.
I do it every day of the week. … I wouldn’t be here
without you.”
Justice, a second-generation truck driver, climbed the
ladder in the country music industry the past several years.
A grassroots effort of sorts started with the release of the
album “On the Road” in 2011. He followed with “Apple
Pie Moonshine” in 2013, and “Brothers of the Highway” in
2016. Singing about life on the road, Justice continues to
resonate with truck drivers and attract new country music
fans.
On the title track of his 2016 album, Justice sings with
OOIDA Life Member and country music star Aaron Tippin.
The video boasts a half-million views on YouTube.
In 2016, Justice opened for John Michael Montgomery at
the Great American Trucking Show in Dallas and headlined
the Guilty By Association Truck Show in Joplin, Mo. He
also will perform in June at the Wheel Jam Truck Show in
Huron, S.D.
His latest video, “Stars, Stripes and White Lines,” and
his newest album, are expected to be released in July.
The video features OOIDA’s Jon Osburn, “The Spirit,”
and several other trucks driven by OOIDA members.
Justice spent most of his time at MATS, meeting fans
and signing autographs at various booths.
Truck driver Allan Morgan and his wife, Betty, said
Justice’s music relates to over-the-road truckers.
“He’s down to earth,” Allan said moments after Justice
took photos and signed autographs for his family. “He
sings true stories about truck drivers.” LL
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Leadership the focus of Travel Centers’
‘Citizen Driver’ award
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

The 2017 Citizen Drivers are:
Marty Ellis, OOIDA senior member – TA Rogers, Minn.
Idella M. Hansen, OOIDA life member – Petro North Little Rock, Ark.
Evan (Buddy) Haston, OOIDA life member – Petro Amarillo, Texas.
Dick Pingel, OOIDA life member – TA Madison, Wis.
Jim Wilcox – TA Albuquerque, N.M.

Above: The 2017 TA Petro Citizen Driver Honorees: From left: TA
Petro Executive Vice President of Sales Mike Lombardi; OOIDA
Senior Member Marty Ellis, Carl Junction, Mo.; Life Member
Idella Hansen, Camden, Ark.; Life Member Evan “Buddy”
Haston, North Richland Hills, Texas; Life Member Dick Pingel,
Plover, Wis.; and Jim Wilcox, Farmington, N.M., alongside TA
Petro President and CEO Tom O’Brien. (Photo by Jami Jones)
Left: OOIDA Life Member Dick Pingel, of Plover, Wis., receives
congratulations from his wife Char. (Photo by Norita Taylor)

The Citizen Driver program was launched in 2013 to
honor hardworking, professional truckers. Honorees aren’t
chosen just for exemplary safety records, however. The
award places a premium on being positive examples and
role models within their communities. There are now
24 TA or Petro Stopping Centers locations across the
country named to honor professional truck drivers.
TA and Petro Stopping Centers will post nominating
forms for the 2018 awards on their website in June.
Nominations are accepted throughout 2017. Next year’s
honorees will be announced at the 2018 Drivers Award
Ceremony at the Iowa 80 TA in Walcott, Iowa. LL
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The defining quality of a “Citizen
Driver” honoree comes down to one
word: leadership.
In announcing the 2017 Citizen Driver
honorees during a luncheon on March
24 at the Mid-America Trucking Show,
TravelCenters of America President and
CEO Tom O’Brien says
every winner in the fouryear history of the award
has been a leader in their
professional and personal
lives. TravelCenters of
America operates TA and
Petro Stopping Centers.
“These drivers take a
leadership role in helping
the public become aware of
the good truckers are doing
in their communities,”
O’Brien said.
Five truckers were recognized as “Citizen Drivers” –
professional drivers who help bring respect to the truck
driving profession. The drivers pick their favorite TA
or Petro Stopping Centers location to be named after
them. Citizen Drivers also receive individual banquets
and unveiling ceremonies hosted by TA executives at
those locations. Four of the 2017 honorees are OOIDA
members.
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Life Member Don
Thornton, Cullman, Ala.
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From left — Senior Member John George
of Waynesboro, Pa. John and his friends
Elizabeth Garver and Aaron Combs.

From left — Earl “Doc” Blackmon of Paragould,
Ark., Member Todd Hutchinson of Anderson,
Ind., and friend Les Welch of Elk City, Okla.

Senior Member Kelly Allen of
Virginia Beach, Va.
MAY 2017

Goodyear Highway Hero:
Military training helps trucker save a life
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

A truck driver’s experience in the military and as a
volunteer firefighter helped him save a fellow trucker’s life.
David Webb, a longtime truck driver from Billings,
Mont., stopped an out-of-control dump truck and then
performed CPR on an incapacitated driver this past June in
Washington.
For his effort, he earned the 34th Goodyear Highway
Hero award on March 23 at the Mid-America Trucking
Show in Louisville, Ky.
“David took immediate action to save a fellow truck
driver and stop an out-of-control truck that could have
injured others,” said Gary Medalis, marketing director for
Goodyear. “For his quick thinking and courage, we are
proud to name him our 34th Goodyear Highway Hero.”
David Webb and his wife, Carol Webb, were driving
through northern Washington in June when they observed a
dump truck swerve in the next lane.
“I was actually mad at him at first,” David said.
“We just thought he was a bad driver,” Carol recalled.
However, David soon saw the dump truck driver slumped
over his steering wheel. As the dump truck slowed, David
parked his own truck and ran after the still-moving vehicle.
He jumped onto the dump truck’s running board,
opened the door, reached inside and applied the brakes,
stopping the truck. As Carol called 911, David and a
bystander pulled the driver out of the truck and performed
CPR because he wasn’t breathing. A few minutes later,
paramedics arrived and took the dump truck driver to the
hospital.
The following day, the Webbs learned the driver awoke
from a coma.
“It was a big relief,” David said of learning the dump
truck driver lived. “We’re good friends now.”
David received combat life training while in the military,
and he also learned life-saving skills as a firefighter.
As the Goodyear Highway Hero award winner, David
received a ring, a $5,000 prize and a trophy.

Members Mark, Mary and “Dash”
Abraham, of Wichita, Kan.
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Member Jason Yost, Sr., and his son,
Jason Jr., of Rossburg, Ohio.

From left to right: Tim Freiburger, David Webb, and Chris Baker
were named the finalists for the 34th Goodyear Highway Hero
award. (Courtesy photo)

“He’s still here. He’s still talking,” David said. “That’s all
I ever needed – the hug I got from him.”
The other two finalists received a trophy and a cash prize.
Chris Baker, a trucker from Chicopee, Mass., was driving
down a New Jersey highway when he spotted flickering
lights ahead. Pulling closer to investigate, he found a
minivan flipped over on its side. Flames erupted from the
vehicle’s engine. Grabbing a fire extinguisher, he ran to
the van and put out the fire. By then, the van’s passenger
had crawled to safety, but its unconscious driver remained
inside the vehicle.
Working with a bystander, Baker unfastened the driver’s
seat belt and pulled him from the van. The man survived
without suffering any major injuries.
Tim Freiburger, a driver from Huntington, Ind., was
driving through Indiana when he witnessed a car lose
control and drive into a creek, where it flipped and stopped
upside down in the standing water. He raced to the car,
which contained a mother and her three children.
Freiburger broke a window and pulled the children out of
the car. He then returned to the car, ripped open the door,
and rescued the mother. The family members suffered only
minor bruises in the incident. LL

Member Kenny
Mossbarger of Tipp City,
Ohio.

Senior Member Michael Barker, aka
“Midnight Flyer” and his wife, Dorothy, of
Mason, Ohio.
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Campaign aims to kill ELD mandate
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Like many other truck drivers out there, A.J. Cummins fears
the day electronic logging devices become a requirement.
That’s why Cummins is doing something about it. The
longtime truck driver and OOIDA life member started a
postcard campaign to tell
President Donald Trump
how the mandate will
negatively affect owneroperators.
Cummins made the
postcards and is willing
to pay for the postage.
All she wants is for truck
drivers to sign it.
“We’ve had a wonderful
response,” Cummins said
in March. “We’re working
on our second set of 500.
I try to mail 25 at a time.”
The federal mandate says commercial trucks must have
ELDs by December.
Cummins said the requirement will force her and many
others to quit the trucking industry.
“If I have to buy one, I will throw my keys in,” she said.
“I’ll be done.”

Above: A.J. Cummins created two unique postcards for
drivers to sign before she sends them off to the White
House. (Photo by Jami Jones)
Left: A.J. Cummins’ friends, Don and Tonya, gather
signatures on postcards calling for repeal of the ELD
mandate. The campaign was launched by OOIDA Member
A.J. Cummins. (Photo by Jami Jones)

Cummins said if President Trump wants to bring jobs
back and help the “little guy,” then he must stop the
mandate.
“This isn’t about safety. It’s all about money.”
Friends of A.J.’s attended the Mid-America Trucking
Show in Louisville, Ky., in March and handed post cards to
drivers.
“My original goal was to send 1,000,” A.J. said. “I think
we can beat that.” LL

For the ninth year in a row, Shell Rotella donated $10,000 to the
OOIDA Mary Johnston Scholarship Fund. The program awards
five scholarships annually – one $2,000 and four $1,000 – to
children, grandchildren and dependents of OOIDA members. The
scholarships are renewable up to four years. Megan Pino, global
brand manager for Shell Rotella who is pictured second from left,
presented the check at the Mid-America Trucking Show in March.
Accepting the donation are, from left, OOIDA Board Member Monte
Wiederhold, OOIDA Executive Vice President Todd Spencer, and
OOIDA Board Member Dick Pingel. (Photo by Jami Jones)
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Investing in the future
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Member Al Oertle, aka
“Rocket Man,” of Vine
Grove, Ky.

Life Member Kellie “KC” Brau Jr., of Canton,
Texas and his friend, Member Todd “Teach”
Fisher of Wooster, Ohio.

Member Darrell “Big D”
Denton of Melber, Ky.

Aaron Thomas is an OOIDA
member from Cincinnati.
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Trucker Buddy recognizes
outstanding volunteers
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Trucker Buddy International honored four truck drivers on
March 24 at the Mid-America Trucking Show in Louisville,
Ky.
Gary Killian, Angel Lecomte, Michael Schuller and John
Haley received the Outstanding Trucker Buddy award. In
addition, Lee Lorhr and Cindy Weise earned recognition as
outstanding teachers.
Trucker Buddy introduces trucking to students and
educators, helping them see the world through the
eyes of a professional trucker. Trucker Buddies mentor
schoolchildren through pen pal relationships between
professional, screened truck drivers and grade-school
students. Meanwhile, teachers supervise the entire
process.
A driver for Cargo Transporters in Claremont, N.C., Killian
was the only driver who was in attendance at MATS.
Rita Woodley, a third-grade teacher at Cotton Belt
Elementary School in York, S.C., nominated Killian.
“He sent numerous letters that include personal
experiences, miles he has traveled, advice for students,
pictures and postcards,” Woodley said. “He writes to us
almost weekly about his different adventures.
“Gary uses a variety of sentence structures and writes
in a great voice with lots of good details. Gary’s weekly
letters keep the students engaged. They’re motivated to
write and beg for me to let them send a note back to him.”
Killian, 68, said he will continue work as a Trucker Buddy
until he retires. He volunteered the past two years. In
addition, Killian said he volunteered with a school in
St. Louis years ago.
“It’s a great program,” he said. “Drivers have a lot
of time sitting when they’re loading and unloading.
Depending on the class, they can send an email or by
snail mail.”
Lecomte, a driver for CCC Transportation, volunteers at
the Healthy Learning Academy in Newberry, Fla.
Schuller, a driver for Alaska West in Anchorage, Alaska,
volunteers for Cornerstone Christian Academy in Post
Falls, Idaho.
John Haley, a driver for Oakley Transport, helps St. John
the Baptist school in Vermillion, Minn. LL

Member Dennis “Crankshaft” Collins,
and his wife, Cheryl, of Hillsboro, Ohio.
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Members Barry Carpenter of Sioux
Falls, S.D., and James Moore, Jr. of
Parsons, Tenn.

Trucking groups get together to
support charities ‘Cause We Can’
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

It’s not all about cutting loose and having a good time at the
Papa John’s parking lot during the Mid-America Trucking
Show in Louisville. Truckers who park there spend a lot of
time and effort raising money for a variety of charities.
The “Cause We Can” group hosted a breakfast and silent
auction that raised over $800. Funds were split equally
between two worthy causes – The St. Christopher Truckers
Fund and Truckers Final Mile. The big prize of the silent
auction was a handmade American Flag-themed afghan.

OOIDA Life Member Jan McNeil, center presents checks to St. Christopher
Truckers Fund and Truckers Final Mile. The funds were raised during a charity
breakfast at the ‘Cause We Can’ Cafe at the Papa John’s lot during MATS.

OOIDA Life Member Jan McNeil, of North Little Rock, Ark.,
one of the organizers of the breakfast, said the group homed
in on those charities because of the work they do to support
truckers.
Cause We Can is a group of current and former truckers who
raise money for charities that benefit truckers. Each year, they
operate the Cause We Can Cafe at the Papa John’s parking lot
during MATS.

’Cause We Can
McNeil credits the late Rusty “Yoda” Wade, a trucker and
fixture at the Papa John’s scene for years, with inspiring the
group to help out with meals during the show. She and her
husband initially got involved volunteering at the Burnt Beans
Commissary, another Papa John’s fixture.
“It was Yoda’s idea,” she says. “He said, ‘Wouldn’t it be
great to have five or six kitchens all over this lot?’”
The St. Christopher Fund works to help drivers with
financial expenses during a time of crisis due to a medical
problem. Truckers Final Mile provides assistance with
transportation and lodging for drivers or their families in the
event of a death, debilitating injury or serious illness on the
road.
Elsewhere at Papa John’s, other groups were raising funds
to support pet causes of their own. The folks with Operation
Roger – a trucker pet transport service – raised donations via
chalk portraits. LL
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Transition Trucking winner
overwhelmed by prize
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Land Line Staff Writer Mark Schremmer interviews Transition
Trucking winner Troy Davidson about what winning the Kenworth
T680 means to him. (Photo by Greg Grisolano)
• The driver must have been active military or a member
of the National Guard or Reserve.
• He or she must have graduated from a certiﬁed drivertraining school and possess a valid CDL.
• The driver’s employer must pledge to hire veterans.
• He or she was hired in a trucking position between
Jan. 1, 2016, and June 30, 2017.

This year, nominations began March 23 and will be
accepted until June 30. In order to nominate someone, go to
TransitionTrucking.org.
“Each year, there are approximately 200,000 veterans who
transition out of the military and into the private sector,”
Fastport President Brad Bentley said. “Our mission is to
let those veterans know about the trucking industry and the
opportunities that await.”
Davidson said the trucking industry is a great opportunity
for military veterans.
“The military is a huge logistics organization,” he said.
“You have obstacles to overcome. You might run into
weather. Your truck might break down. You might run into
traffic problems. Military veterans know how to deal with
any obstacle.” LL
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Troy Davidson, who received the inaugural Transition
Trucking award in December, still gets emotional when
asked what the winning prize of a 2016 Kenworth T680
means to him.
“It’s all pretty overwhelming,” Davidson said while
becoming choked up. “I’m humbled. It’s gratifying. ... I
never thought a big event like this could happen to me.’”
Davidson attended the Mid-America Trucking Show in
Louisville, Ky., in March and showed off his new $170,000
vehicle and supported Kenworth.
Serving as a truck driver with Werner since September
2015, the U.S. Navy veteran received the award during
a Hiring Our Heroes ceremony at the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce in Washington, D.C., in December.
Eligible drivers must be a military veteran or serve in the
National Guard or Reserve.
The campaign is part of an effort to get more military
veterans to work in the transportation industry. A resident of
Pensacola, Fla., Davidson worked in the U.S. Navy as a jet
engine mechanic and joined the Blue Angels demonstration
team before transitioning to civilian life as a government
contractor. He is a graduate of the Truck Driver Institute in
Milton, Fla.
While he continues to work with Werner, he said the award
allows veterans to become business owners. He said it gave
him a huge head start in the industry.
“I plan to buy my next truck, which will be a Kenworth
T680, in cash at the end of this year,” Davidson said.
Kenworth, Fastport and the Hiring Our Heroes program
launched the second year of the Transition Trucking program
at MATS.
Kenworth will again provide a fully loaded Kenworth
T680 Advantage with a 76-inch sleeper, fuel-efficient
PACCAR MX-13 455-hp engine, and Eaton Fuller
Advantage 10-speed automated transmission as the
program’s top award.
There are four requirements to qualify for the award:
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Life Member Mark Wicker and wife Becky
of Corydon, Ky.
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Ralph Orr, aka “Broken
Arrow” of Brussels, Wis.

Life Member Ashley Bryan of
Washington, Ill.

New Member Hassan Halbi, aka
“Truck Boss” of Cincinnati.
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Women In Trucking ‘salutes’ female drivers
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

When it comes to the number of women driving
trucks or decisions in the boardroom of trucking
companies, the group Women In Trucking
believes there is room for improvement. Each
year at the Mid-America Trucking Show, the
organization hosts an event to recognize women
who earn a living one mile at a time.
The eighth annual Salute to Women Behind the
Wheel honors female drivers’ contributions to
trucking. Among the group’s announced goals for
next year are securing a ride-along for Secretary
of Transportation Elaine Chao and giving away a
Six members of Women In Trucking were recognized for having over 41 years
late-model Volvo VNL 670 tractor to a member
of trucking experience. From left: Life Member Heather Hogeland, 41 years;
during next year’s salute.
Life Member Paula Dmyterko, 41 years; Marcy Johnson, 45 years; Life Member
“We want to get (Secretary Chao) in a truck so
Mary “Candy” Bass, 43 years; Life Member Bonnie Berscheid, 43 years; Sandra
she can see what your lives are like,” said Ellen
Mumford, 45 years. (Photo by Greg Grisolano)
Voie, president of Women In Trucking.
executive leadership are female. Part of the organization’s
The group will also host its third annual
mission is to increase both figures.
Accelerate! conference for women in trucking in Kansas
One of the organizations committed to helping Women
City this fall.
In Trucking achieve this goal is the Federal Motor Carrier
Arrow Truck Sales, one of the sponsors of the Salute,
Safety Administration.
is donating the Volvo tractor. Voie says the winner must
In her speech at the event, FMCSA deputy administrator
be a member of Women In Trucking and submit an essay
Daphne Jefferson said the federal government’s top
to enter the contest. Shell Rotella, another sponsor of the
regulatory agency for commercial vehicles will continue to
Salute, is offering to donate oil to the winner as well.
support Women In Trucking. Jefferson said the agency will
Around 165 female CDL holders with more than
continue to push for technology aimed at helping drivers
2,500 cumulative years of experience in trucking attended
find safe truck parking.
the March 25 event.
“We need women at every level of an organization,”
Approximately 7 percent of truck drivers are female,
Jefferson said. “We bring a different energy. It elevates all
according to Women In Trucking’s research. The group
of us when we have women succeed.” LL
estimates roughly 14 percent of trucking company

Back for more at MATS
By Suzanne Stempinski, field editor

Not everyone makes the trip to
MATS on an annual basis. In fact,
it’s been more than 10 years since
OOIDA Senior Member Charlene
Testerman came to MATS. The last
time she was here was with her
husband, Leonard. He was killed in a
tragic shop accident in May 2007.
Leonard, Charlene and their
burgundy 1983 Peterbilt 359 were
well known in the trucking industry.
Their truck was a standout both
at truck shows and going down
the road. They did all the work
MAY 2017

themselves and never met a
stranger.
“When Leonard died, it was as
if my world stopped as well,” said
Charlene. “We enjoyed our life
together and I wasn’t prepared for it
to end.”
This year, Testerman came back
to MATS with her truck and took
the opportunity to reconnect with a
lot of old friends and make a few
new ones. She also brought home
two first-place trophies for Working
Bobtail and Aftermarket Interior in the
PKY Truck Beauty Championship. LL

Charlene Testerman (Photo by Suzanne Stempinski)
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FACES

OF MATS

Member Chris Colley of Moberly,
Mo.

Dianne “Granny” Smith, and her husband
Ron “Snuffy” Smith are life members from
Massillon, Ohio.

Senior Member Tony Smith and his son,
Travis, age 13, of Indianapolis.

Member Peter Hipp of Staples, Minn.

Jay Finks is a life member
from Delaware, Ohio.

Austin West, age 7, tries a couple
of OOIDA hats on for size. Austin
is the grandson of Member Don
West of Kidron, Ohio.

Member Jason Lander aka
“Money Grip” of Dayton, Ohio.

Member Doug Burson of Newton
Falls, Ohio.

Member Darrell “Cowboy” Mankin
of Beach City, Ohio.

Friends Steve Brooks, aka “Mountain Dew” of
Sellersburg, Ind., and fellow OOIDA Life Member Frank
Skaggs of Ishpeming, Mich., have been trucking more
than 40 years each.
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Father-and-son truckers and Members
Robert “Alfalfa” Lengel and Joshua “Curb
Slayer” Lengel of Salem, Ind.

Life Member Jim Kipfer aka “Yankee”
of Alden, N.Y.
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New Member Shawn McCroskey of
Fort Myers, Fla.

Maybe the best thing about the Mid-America
Trucking Show is the opportunity it affords to
run into friends old and new. When the Land Line
Magazine crew isn’t running to a press conference
to bring you the latest product or equipment
announcement, you can find us prowling the show
floor. We’re always on the lookout for OOIDA
members. The hats tend to help us out. So do the
“Life Member” jackets. But even if they’re not
always rocking their Association gear, they’re
always easy to find. And they’re rarely bashful
about having their pictures taken.

OOIDA member’s son
competes on The Voice

TANDEM

THOUGH
TS

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Q

uizz Swanigan boasts a singing voice that draws
comparisons to a young Michael Jackson. The
13-year-old, who is the son of OOIDA Member
Courtney Swanigan, is putting that talent on display
as a contestant on NBC’s The Voice.
Picked by Voice Coach Alicia Keys on a previous
episode, Quizz Swanigan eventually advanced to the
show’s live playoffs with the final 20 competitors.
Viewers began voting for participants on April 17.
Keys chose Quizz after hearing him sing a
rendition of the Jackson 5’s “Who’s Loving You.”
Quizz’s talent isn’t a surprise to his parents,
Courtney and Natalya, who served as a choir
director at their church. Quizz started singing in the
church when he was 4 years old.
“We started to really notice his talent when he
was about 6 years old,” Courtney said. “He started
performing in local talent shows against teenagers
and adults. His stage presence really separated him
from the other acts.”
Courtney and Natalya believed in Quizz’s
talent so much that they left their jobs and home
in Arkansas about three years ago and moved to
California. Courtney quit his job as a business
analyst at Hewlett-Packard. He now operates Ready
Roar Trucking.
“It allows me to generate some income while
being able to support my son,” Courtney said.
Quizz has flourished as a singer and actor since
the move. He appeared on The Player starring
Wesley Snipes in 2015, as well as Fuller House and
as a voice on Nickelodeon’s Blaze and the Monster
Machines in 2016.
Courtney said Quizz has learned a lot from Alicia
Keys, the Grammy Award-winning singer.
“She’s a really down-to-earth person,” Courtney
said of Keys. “She’s also very nurturing, which is
important since he’s still young. They both play the
piano. She was definitely a perfect fit as his coach.”
As part of the show, Quizz was stolen by Voice
coach Gwen Stefani and later worked with the
former singer of No Doubt. LL

Voice competitor Quizz Swanigan is the son of OOIDA Member Courtney
Swanigan. (Courtesy photo)

At 13 years old, Quizz is the youngest competitor on the NBC show.

Editor’s Note: As of press time, Quizz was still
moving forward on the show.
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LOVE STORY

With this ring
Trucker Mike Boeglin was shot and killed three
years ago in an unsafe parking area in Michigan.
Ashley Boeglin recently decided to sell what was
left of his burned-up truck and thought she’d
“look through it, be near it,” one last time.
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

“P

eople say that love knows
no bounds, that it flows
through all of us and crosses all
definable and indefinable planes of
existence.”
Those words are from a recent
Facebook post by Ashley Boeglin
(pronounced Beg lin), and it’s a
message that will resonate with the
trucking industry. Most truckers
remember when truck driver Mike
Boeglin was shot and killed in an
unsafe parking area, his Freightliner
set on fire to destroy evidence. It
happened almost three years ago.
“I lost the love of my life, my
other half, my soulmate,” she
posted.

It was Feb. 14,
Valentine’s Day.
Detroit firefighters found her
husband, Mike, age 31, inside his
truck in the early hours of June
26, 2014. Mike had parked in an
abandoned lot near ThyssenKrupp
Steel Plant where he planned to
deliver his load. He was there
because ThyssenKrupp doesn’t
allow parking at the facility.
Mike was 31. Ashley was four
months pregnant. Today, she’s a
busy mother of a toddler and a
committed activist for safe parking
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Above: Mike and Ashley gave each other
rings on their wedding day. Inside his ring
is the inscription “I’ll never stop trying.”
Left: There it was in the rubble, the actual
ring she gave Mike. (Photos courtesy of
Ashley Boeglin)

and for truckers’ rights to carry
weapons for protection.
“Not a day goes by I don’t think
of him. I used to feel as if Mike
was around after his passing and
even had a few dreams about him
over the last few years, but over
time I haven’t ‘felt’ him around and
haven’t had the dreams of him in
almost a year.”
After the senseless crime, the
burned semi was hauled back
to Indiana. The Detroit Police
Department still have made no
arrests. This month, she decided
to sell what was left of the
Freightliner.
“I went to his semi and decided
to look through it, be near it, one
last time.”
It was Feb. 14, Valentine’s Day.
She says she looked it over and
sifted through the scorched debris
as she had done time and time
again before.

“However, today was different.
Today my husband told me he
loves me. … Beyond any reason
of doubt, I know he will always be
with me and that nothing, not even
death, could stop him from doing
that.”
There it was in the rubble –
Mike’s wedding ring, the actual
ring Ashley gave him on their
wedding day. Inside the ring is the
inscription “I’ll never stop trying.”
It is incredible to her. In all the
times she rummaged through the
burned-out interior of the truck
before, she did not find it. She
assumed his wedding ring had been
stolen during the tragic incident
that took his life.
“Of all the gifts he has ever given
me, this is the second best, the first
being our daughter. I will never
again question if he is with me or
not.” LL
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FUTURE TRUCKERS

Maine vo-tech trains
next gen truckers
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

About 100 high school students in Maine are being taught
the skills necessary to earn a commercial driver’s license.
Unique to Maine, four vocational high schools offer
commercial truck driving classes for students as young as
16. Each year, students learn how to operate Class A and
Class B commercial vehicles.
Vicki Kimball, a truck driving instructor at Tri-County
Technical Center in Dexter, Maine, said employers have
noticed the quality of drivers graduating from these schools.
“These kids have done close to 350 hours of training, and
my students have gotten close to 1,000 miles,” Kimball said.
“They spend nine months
training. They spend an
“I would put the training entire school year training
that my high school kids with me. I think that’s
a pretty big deal, where
get against any adult
many companies have the
training.”
minimal amount of driving
– Vicki Kimball, Tri-County time and the minimal
Technical Center truck driver trainer amount of training.
“These kids don’t pay
a fee to come here, and
they’re getting one hell of
an opportunity. I would put the training that my high school
kids get against any adult training.”
The students get to put the skills they learned to the
test during the Dick Dolloff Memorial Student Driving
Competition in mid-April in Augusta, Maine.
Competition is divided into A and B classes, and has two
parts. The first part of the competition involves driving
skills, and the second part is focused on the pre-trip portion
of the job. Students compete for trophies and the right to
participate in the Future Truckers Competition on May 20 in
Bangor, Maine. Members of the Maine Professional Driver’s
Association mentor the students to prepare them for the
competition.
“This, to our knowledge, is the only program of its kind
in the country, and the side-by-side mentoring these students
receive from top drivers in the state is invaluable to their
training,” the Maine Professional Drivers Association wrote
in a news release.
Many of the students become intrastate drivers for
companies after graduation, Kimball said. Additionally, the
program prepares students for the possibility of becoming
interstate truck drivers once they’re 21 years old. LL

The OOIDA-Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

OOIDA, its board of directors and its
members thank

for its generous commitment of $10,000
to the OOIDA-Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund for 2017/2018.
OOIDA is grateful for Shell’s partnership
with OOIDA in this important member
program.

800-444-5791
www.ooidafoundation.org

Watch upcoming issues
of Land Line for the
2017/2018 winners!
Other Major Benefactors

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.

Cullen Law Firm, PLLC
MAY 2017
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JOURNEYS

Trucker transforms home
into makeshift museum
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

E
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OOIDA Senior Member Earl Evans transformed his Ohio home into a
makeshift trucking museum.

Evans owns hat badges and chauffeur’s licenses from as early as 1914.

thousand of them hanging on the walls and another 1,000 or
so that I don’t even have room for.”
While it’s difficult to pick a favorite, Evans said his
collection of Monfort items is something that he cherishes.
“I have all the serial numbers of every Monfort truck and
every license plate number … all the spec sheets,” he said.
Stories about Monfort and their runs from Colorado to
New York have become legendary. Some people claim
that Monfort’s trucks ran faster than 100 mph and that the
company paid for the drivers’ speeding tickets.
After studying the history, Evans said those claims are
nothing more than fish tales.
“Those trucks didn’t run 100 mph,” he said. “I used to
run with them. I have all the specs. Actually, Monfort had
a great safety record. They had some accidents, but for the
miles they logged, their safety record was pretty good.” LL
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Submitted photos

arl Evans’ appreciation for trucking started at an early
age.
“My dad and grandfather were involved in it, so I
was just enamored with trucking,” said Evans, a senior
member of the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association. “Growing up, I had two passions. I knew
I was either going to play baseball or drive a truck. The
baseball thing didn’t pan out.
So, because of my dad doing
it, I couldn’t wait to get in a
truck.”
As an adult, his passion
toward trucks hasn’t
diminished.
Evans began working as a
full-time truck driver in 1974,
and he says he’s accumulated
about 5 million safe miles.
Earl Evans
In addition to making truck
driving his career, however,
Evans’ love for the industry is best shown through his
home.
A trucking historian, Evans transformed his Ohio home
into a trucker shrine of sorts.
His house boasts such items as truck models of
old freight companies, photos, drawings, hat badges,
chauffeurs licenses, books, magazines and more.
“I have more than 10,000 8-by-10 pictures from the
1920s, 1930s and 1940s,” Evans said. “It’s fun to look
back at the photos of the drivers from those days. In the
1940s, all the drivers wore a white shirt and tie and then
a hat with a hat badge on it.”
The oldest chauffeur’s badge that Evans owns is from
1914 in New York. Other examples include an Ohio
badge from 1934, Michigan from 1937, Kansas from
1941, and Minnesota from 1943. And those items are just
scratching the surface.
A few thousand truck models decorate the walls of
Evans’ house. Shelves display models from such trucking
companies as Monfort of Colorado, Chief, Spector,
Yates, PMT, Murphy, Navajo, Cooper-Jarrett, and
Youngstown Cartage Co.
“All of the big trucking companies used those models
as promotional items,” Evans said. “I have a couple

Evans has thousands of truck models on display.

One of EvansÕ passions has been researching Monfort of Colorado.
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SHOOTIN’ THE BREEZE

ÔMe and MuggsyÕ
Larry Leckrone garners quite
a bit of attention as he travels
the nationÕs highways
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

F

irst, people often notice Larry Leckrone’s 1962
Kenworth C523. Next, they turn their attention
toward Leckrone’s travel companion, a 36-year-old
macaw named Muggsy.
“People are very interested in the truck and Muggsy,”
said the OOIDA member from Colville, Wash. “They
may forget who I am, but they don’t forget Muggsy, and
they don’t forget my truck.”
Despite his modesty, Leckrone is just as memorable. A
longtime owner-operator, he served in the U.S. Army for
30 years, earning the rank of first sergeant. He served as
a drill sergeant for 17 of the 30 years.
Leckrone bought his first truck in 1969.
“I got my license when I was 15 years old when I was
living in south Missouri,” he said. “I hauled walnut,
cedar and a lot of grain in the summer months.”
In 1979, Leckrone bought his 1962 Kenworth
from the original owner. He said he’s put four or five
speedometers in it, but thinks the truck may have
5 million miles on it.
The words “Me and Muggsy” are written on the
driver’s-side door.
Muggsy was born on St. Patrick’s Day 36 years ago in
Larry and Kathleen Leckrone’s home. Macaws often live
to be more than 100 years old. Kathleen has also raised
such other birds as cockatoos.
“My wife named him Muggsy,” Leckrone said. “We
had five babies born all around the same time. He would
eat all of the food, and then he started to ‘mug’ the food
from all of the bowls.
“When he’s back home, Emily, our other macaw, has
to eat fast or she doesn’t get to eat.”
Muggsy has been Leckrone’s partner on the road for
about 20 years.
“He’s been my buddy,” Leckrone said. “He’s been up
to Alaska, all of the provinces and all of the states down
here with me.”
Leckrone and Muggsy developed a pretty solid
routine. The macaw wakes up every morning by saying,
“Daddy, I love you.” Then Muggsy will say “big potty”
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OOIDA Member Larry Leckrone travels the highways with his companion
Muggsy, a 36-year-old Harlequin macaw. (Photo by Tim Kelly)

to let him know that he needs to use the restroom.
“They’re very smart,” Leckrone said. “Their intelligence
is equal to a 7- to 9-year-old child.”
Muggsy can say about 300 different phrases, including
some songs and nursery rhymes, Leckrone said. His favorite
song is “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”
It’s not uncommon for Muggsy to answer Leckrone’s
cellphone and talk to the caller.
“Sometimes, he’ll call people on my phone and talk to
them for a little bit, too,” Leckrone said.
When Muggsy isn’t talking, he’s often eating. Despite
weighing only 7.5 pounds, Muggsy eats a lot.
“He eats two bowls of food a day, and they’re as big as a
medium-sized dog bowl,” Leckrone said. “He eats a lot of
fresh fruits and vegetables. He eats carrots, grapes, plums,
peaches and apples. Every night, he eats a four-egg omelet.”
Muggsy’s favorite foods are fried chicken, and fourcheese pizza with pepperoni.
In addition to being a companion, Muggsy also serves as
protection.
“He is the best watch dog in the world,” Leckrone said.
“If he hears anything outside, he is over the top of me and
wakes me up.”
Muggsy is extremely protective of Leckrone and the
truck, which is basically his home.
“I had a kid break into my truck, and he really regretted
it,” Leckrone said. “He tore him up. He’s got the power of
an alligator in that beak. He took one of the kid’s fingers
clean off.”
After all these years of having Muggsy at his side,
Leckrone said there would be a void without him in the
truck.
“I wouldn’t leave the house without him,” he said.
“Muggsy’s my buddy.” LL
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NEED TO KNOW

CVSA Roadcheck
set for June 6-8
By Land Line staff

This year’s International Roadcheck
needs to be on the trucking industry’s
calendar for June 6-8, 2017. The Commercial
Vehicle Safety Alliance’s 72-hour safety blitz is in its
30th year in 2017. It is the largest targeted enforcement
program on commercial motor vehicles in the world with
nearly 17 trucks or buses inspected, on average, every
minute across North America during a 72-hour period.
International Roadcheck is an annual three-day event
when CVSA-certified inspectors conduct compliance,
enforcement and educational initiatives targeted at
various elements of motor carrier, vehicle and driver
safety.
Each year, International Roadcheck places special
emphasis on a category of violations. This year’s focus
is cargo securement. While checking for compliance
with safe cargo securement regulations is always
part of roadside inspections, CVSA is highlighting
cargo securement safety this year as a reminder of its
importance to highway safety.
Inspectors will primarily be conducting the North
American Standard Level I Inspection, which is the most
thorough roadside inspection. It is a 37-step procedure
that includes an examination of both driver operating
requirements and vehicle mechanical fitness.
Drivers are required to provide items such as their
driver’s license, hours-of-service documentation,
motor carrier registration and shipping documentation.
Inspectors will also be checking drivers for seat belt
usage and the influence of alcohol and/or drugs.
The vehicle inspection includes checking items such
as the brake systems, cargo securement, coupling
devices, driveline/driveshaft, exhaust systems, frames,
fuel systems, lighting devices (required lamps), steering
mechanisms, suspensions, tires, van and open-top trailer
bodies, wheels, rims and hubs, windshield wipers and
emergency exits (on buses).
Since its inception in 1988, roadside inspections
conducted during International Roadcheck have
numbered more than 1.4 million.
CVSA sponsors International Roadcheck with
participation by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration, Canadian Council of Motor Transport
Administrators, Transport Canada, and the Secretariat of
Communications and Transportation (Mexico).
In past years, jurisdictions in the U.S. and Canada have
actively participated in the program and publicized the
number of inspections and out-of-service orders. There
haven’t been any hard numbers out of Mexico in recent
years. LL

Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
NEW!
Available
YearRound!

OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
Circle No. 25 on Response Card
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In Memory
OOIDA Board Member
John G. ‘Jack’ McComb
Dec. 23, 1947 ~ Feb. 23, 2017
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

ohn G. “Jack” McComb, 69, died Feb. 23, 2017,
at his home in Littleton, Colo. A member of the
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association
since 1999, he served eight years on the
Association’s Board of Directors.
“Jack will be remembered for his many personal
accomplishments and his professionalism,” said OOIDA
Executive Vice President Todd Spencer. “He was a
relentless trucking advocate, and his activism was well
known.”
Jack had lived in the Denver metro area since 1949
with the few exceptions of short residences in Alaska,
Arizona and Connecticut. He earned a bachelor’s degree
in business and an MBA in finance from the University
of Colorado.
He retired in 1993 from the Federal Aviation Agency
after 22 years as an air traffic controller. In his diverse
career, he also started and operated a printing company
and a corporate tax firm. As a nationally registered
paramedic, Jack started a company that provided standby
emergency medical services to the movie industry when
shooting on remote sets.
His trucking career began in 1997 as a company driver
for a large Midwestern truckload fleet. Six months later,
he was offered a job as a driver trainer. He accepted and
did that for a while, but it didn’t last long. One of Jack’s
student drivers was particularly inept, and Jack knew he
would “never be a truck driver.” Jack gave his honest
appraisal to the company, which disregarded the advice.
On the new driver’s first trip out, he crashed the truck.
Jack quit after that. He became an owner-operator in
1998 and was soon pulling his own dry van trailer for
Landstar System.
Jack believed that the voice of the American trucker is
not being heard clearly by legislators or by the public in
general. His goal was always to make the trucker’s voice
heard loud and clear by one and all in order to promote
the knowledge that truckers are true professionals and
should be treated with the respect and understanding they
are due. To accomplish that goal, he ran for a seat on the
OOIDA Board of Directors and was first elected by the
membership as an alternate in January 2009. In the fall

J
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of 2010, he was voted into a full seat and served in that
capacity until his death.
In October 2012, he began hauling exclusively for two
major audio/visual houses located in the Denver area.
In January 2015, he was diagnosed with a rare type of
cancer, which forced Jack to leave his driving jobs and
retire from the road. However, he remained an active
advocate for OOIDA and was proud to say “all my local,
state and federal legislators recognize my name.” He
was well known as a vocal constituent who regularly
communicated with lawmakers not only on trucking
issues but also on all other matters of importance. He sent
multiple emails to all legislators and followed up with
phone calls. He often visited with Colorado legislators,
keeping them advised of happenings in the trucking
industry on local issues, and on national issues as well.
His fellow board members and trucking friends will
remember him as a valuable contributor whose presence
at the OOIDA Board table will be missed.
“Jack stayed diligent and took every day as a blessing,”
said Board Member Ken Becker of Montgomery, Texas.
“He looked his tribulation right in the face and went
forward.”
Jack was a licensed amateur radio operator and
was active in Amateur Radio Emergency Service and
Army MARS radio service from the HAM station that
previously was in his truck. He raised horses, liked to
play golf, write computer programs and spend time –
even skyping – with daughter Staci McComb Usagani,
and triplet granddaughters in Texas.
He and his wife, Jocelyn, were together 41 years. LL
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John G. “Jack” McComb

Costly and unnecessary REGULATIONS are BAD for consumers,
small-business truckers and the economy.

We hear you and we agree, excessive regulations are killing trucking
as we know it. ELDs, speed limiters, overly restrictive HOS rules…
where does it end?!
The answer is right HERE, right NOW, and it begins with YOU!
Time to jump in the ring and join the fight to KNOCK OUT BAD REGS!
For 40 years OOIDA and its members have fought to protect small
business truckers and professional drivers. No voice has been louder or
more effective at representing drivers in Washington, D.C., but we need
your help. Are you in??

Here’s how you can take action:
Join or renew your
membership today
and help us
Knock Out Bad Regs!

Round 1: Go to fightingfortruckers.com
Round 2: Identify your lawmakers in Washington, D.C.
You have one representative and two senators.
Round 3: Call, email, or schedule a meeting in your district
with your lawmakers and ask them to help truckers
and our economy by KNOCKING OUT BAD REGS!
To find out how you can get involved, contact OOIDA Membership Dept. at
800-444-5791 or go to fightingfortruckers.com for more information.
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“This card works for you.”
Your OOIDA membership card gives you more than
90 discounts, rebates and more.
OOIDA Member Dustin Woolley from Rock Island,
Ill., is an owner-operator leased to his brother Chad’s
company, Woolley Trucking LLC out of Orion, Ill. Dustin
saved more than $300 on a pair of Michelin steer tires
using his OOIDA member discount, and he says he uses
the 20 percent member discount on Wyndham Hotels
all the time. Next he’s looking into the OOIDA Truckers
Advantage Fuel Card. He says he appreciates everything
the Association does for small-business truckers.

NEWNT

DISCOU

SelecTrucks offers OOIDA members a $1,000 discount
on used trucks. The discount is available at SelecTruck
centers or dealers with Daimler Trucks Remarketing
Corporation sourced inventory across the United States and
Canada. Offer expires Dec. 31, 2017.

NEW

Dura-Lite offers
DISCOUNT
OOIDA members
10% off the Evolution Charge Air
Cooler. The cooler is a patented
high-temperature silicone grommet
tube-to-header seal system that allows tubes to expand
and contract in the grommet/header, eliminating the
typical tube-to-header failure and resulting leakage.

NEW

OFFER

Western Star offers OOIDA members:
• $2,000 rebate for any new 4900 sleeper model
• $1,500 rebate for any new 4900 daycab
• $1,200 rebate for any new 5700 XE sleeper or
daycab model
Truck must be delivered by Dec. 31, 2017, and can be new or
from Western Star dealer stock.

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or
call the OOIDA Membership Department at
800-444-5791 for details on these offers.
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Kenworth offers OOIDA members a
$1,000 rebate on the following models:
• T680 and T880 with a 52-inch or larger
sleeper
• T660, T800 and W900 gliders with a 72-inch
or 86-inch sleeper
Both new stock and special order vehicles
qualify. Truck must be delivered by Dec. 31, 2017.

Paccar Financial Used Trucks offers OOIDA members a
$1,000 rebate on up to three off-lease or pre-owned
Kenworth or Peterbilt trucks per year. Units must be
purchased from Paccar Financial Used Truck Center and
orders must retail between Jan. 1, 2017, and Dec. 31, 2017.

© mipan - Fotolia.com

International, and now also International
Used Truck Centers, offers OOIDA
members a $1,000 International
Advantage Card credit with the
purchase of any new International LT,
ProStar, LoneStar or 9000i tractor or any
used International LT, ProStar, LoneStar or TranStar through
Dec. 31, 2017.

Arrow Truck Sales offers Prime Perks to OOIDA members:
• Free six month/50,000-mile warranty
• $1,000 Prime allowance - $1,000 applied to ﬁrst
payment when ﬁnanced through TF or take $1,000 off
internet price
• One-year/120,000-mile Prime Plus engine warranty at
special pricing
• $500 off purchase of any NTP Warranty
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More discounts!
Other Discounts
American Hearing
Benefits
American Truck
Historical Society
Azigo Online Mall
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
Office Depot &
OfficeMax
Pet First
Sprint

Services
Ace Registration
Clean Slate Tax
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
MyMilesMatter
Open Road Drivers Plan
Phoenix Sleep
Solutions
PrePass

RTS Credit Services
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions
4 Truckers
Tax Defense Network
Taxation Solutions
Team CME
Todd Knapp CPA, PC
TTN Fleet Solutions

Software & Apps
Per Diem Plus
Rig Expense Tracker
Semi Systems
Truckerdox
Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere
TruckTrack
Tires
Bauer Built
Goodyear
Michelin

Octagon
Purcell Tire &
Service Center
TCi Tire Centers
TrukFix by Continental

Travel
Avis
Budget
Causeway Bay
Hertz
La Quinta
Red Roof Inn
Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Wyndham
Truck & Trailer
American Trailer
& Storage
Highway Trailer Sales

Safe Driving Award
Recipients

Peterbilt offers OOIDA members a
$1,000 cash rebate on the following
models: 579, 567 and 389 with a
72-inch, 78-inch or 80-inch sleeper.
Take retail delivery between
Jan. 1, 2017, and Dec. 31, 2017, to take advantage of this offer.

Freightliner Trucks offers OOIDA members a $1,000 rebate on
new 2017 and 2018 model year Freightliner New Cascadia, Classic
Cascadia and 122SD on-highway trucks. Trucks must be delivered and
warranty registered between Jan. 1, 2017, and Dec. 31, 2017, and must
be a qualifying new order or Freightliner Trucks dealer stock unit.

OOIDA
With OOIDA’s new Compliance Connection you can manage aspects
of your business’s safety and compliance records online, including
driver DQ files, drug & alcohol testing records, maintenance records
and more. Call OOIDA Business Services to find out how you can enroll.
MAY 2017

Member
Years
Marcus V. Benning ..................... 6
Paul M. Hoopingarner ................ 9
Samuel G. Robbins .................... 9
Garfield Harper Jr. .................... 12
Barry C. Vun Cannon ................ 12
Mark A. Miller .......................... 13
Kevin Kocmich ......................... 14
Frank S. Nathanson .................. 14
David R. Panos......................... 16
David W. Carr........................... 20
Mark Andrew Donaldson .......... 20
Charlie Staab ........................... 22
David W. Murphy ..................... 23
Paul Nicholson ......................... 24
Chuck Winborn ........................ 25
Otto M. Neidlinger.................... 26
Eugene A. Gingrich .................. 27
Douglas W. Ludwig................... 30
Dale Hadland ........................... 31
Stan Hamby ............................. 31
Joseph G. Velasquez ................ 33
Roger D. Larkins ...................... 38
Jimmy H. Ardis ........................ 40
Thomas R. Wallace................... 45
Eddie L. Bryant......................... 51
Daryl D. Yearout ....................... 71

WESTERN STAR
4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Maﬁa
Alcoa Wheels
Arrow Truck Sales
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
haulme LLC
Mission Financial
Services
MyLumper Corp.
Transﬁx
123LoadBoard.com
Aircell Intake Spacers
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication
CAG Truck Capital
Capital Solutions Inc.
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Detroit Radiator
Dura-Lite Heat Transfer Products
First Choice Logistics Inc.
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
Kufner Bookkeeping Services
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
LS Nexus
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Missouri Movers Assoc. (MMA)
Neal Freeman Investments
Orange Commercial Credit
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
RTS Financial Service
Right Weigh Inc.
Road Chill
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Tech Atlantis Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Towaway Express Inc.
Transport Training of America
Trucker Therapy
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Truckers Home Ofﬁce
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors
Zephyr Sales Co. Inc.

SUPPORTERS

Parts & Equipment
4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Bison Grille Guards
Brunner Fabrication
Centramatic
CSTK (Thermo King)

Dipetane
Donvel
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
RigMaster
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr

SILVER LEVEL

Electronics
Blue Tiger
Fleet Electronics
GiraffeG4
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
PacLink
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Truck System
Technologies

Fuel
Truckers Advantage

OOIDA
Corporate Supporters
GOLD LEVEL

Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call OOIDA’s Membership
Department at 800-444-5791 for details on these offers.

Sponsored by
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GIZMOS & GEARS

Autonomous truck
update and other
news from the
technology fringe
By John Bendel, editor-at-large

our job could morph into a
video game.
An outfit named
Starsky Robotics recently
jumped into the growing field of
autonomous truck developers.
They join Daimler, Paccar, Volvo,
Otto (now owned by Uber), and
Embark, which is a newcomer
itself. We’ll come back to Embark.
Starsky is a bit edgier than the
rest of them.

Y
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Starsky Robotics hopes to do
more than the others and for less
money. Like Otto, Starsky plans
to market retrofit systems. In
February, Embark claims it made
a 140-mile haul, 120 miles of it
without a driver at the wheel. But
highway driving is the easy part.
Everybody is doing that.
So here’s the video game part.
Starsky has taken on a piece of
the autonomous truck challenge
others have yet to address.
Starsky’s working on a way to
get autonomous trucks from the
interstate to sites on local roads –
what is called the “last mile.” For
that part of the trip, there is no
driver in the Starsky truck, but it
isn’t driverless.
The driver is in another location,
probably with a joystick and
surrounded by computer monitors.
He or she drives the truck the way

ground crews pilot combat drones,
much like a video game.
“We’re focusing on long-haul,
distribution center to distribution
center jobs. Remote driver gets
the truck onto the highway, truck
drives itself on the highway, then
a remote driver pilots the truck
from the highway to the final
DC,” Starsky CEO Stefan SeltzAxmacher told Land Line via
email.
Starsky sets itself apart from the
crowd in another way. Starsky’s
steering control apparatus attaches
to the steering wheel. Their brake
and accelerator actuators are in
a mechanical device that presses
down on the pedals like real feet.
“We aren’t compromising trucks’
existing systems by hacking into
them,” Seltz-Axmacher said in
a recent blog post. “Our system
physically pushes the pedals, turns

MAY 2017
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From
interesting to
downright scary

The driver is in another location, probably
with a joystick and surrounded by computer
monitors. He or she drives the truck the way
ground crews pilot combat drones –
much like a video game.
the autonomous truck option that makes the
most economic sense, they say.
They’re probably the
only autonomous
truck developer
that’s really telling
the truth.
For now, their focus is on
highway line hauls. More local
applications will presumably come
later.
Meanwhile, we apparently have quite
a way to go before Americans will be
Continued on Page 64

© Tonis Pan - Fotolia.com

the steering wheel, and changes gear.”
Seltz-Axmacher claims the “physical
controls of the truck don’t hinder the
capacity of our safety drivers to take
control.”
How does a driver take control on short
notice if he/she has to get all that hardware
out of the way first? Seltz-Axmacher
did not respond to an email asking that
question.
But in an earlier email he did say Starsky
Robotics is backed and advised by the
founders of Access America Transport, a
very big logistics outfit that is now part of
Coyote Logistics, an even bigger logistics
outfit.
Oh yeah, back to Embark. Like Starsky
Robotics, Embark is another Silicon Valley
venture capital startup. Embark isn’t talking
about driver-assisted autonomous trucks
like the other guys. Embark wants to get rid
of drivers wherever possible. Driverless is

Circle No. 244 on Response Card
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From Page 63

comfortable with driverless vehicles.
In February, U.S. Representative Gregg Harper,
R-Miss., asked a question that caught the attention
of a Washington Post reporter. Mike Abelson, vice
president of strategy for General Motors, was the
witness at a subcommittee hearing when Rep. Harper
wanted to know what to expect when he encounters a

self-driving car while in his own car.
“If I honk my horn, will it do any good?” he asked.
According to the Post, Abelson didn’t have an
answer.

According to Jalopnik, the digital media that covers
everything with wheels, the CIA has been looking
into hacking vehicles since 2014. That information
comes from the massive data dump by WikiLeaks
in March – very interesting considering a white-hat
hacker was able to pretty much take over a Corvette
from a smartphone in 2015.
That legitimate hacker was able to turn on the
windshield wipers and slam on the brakes. As
autonomous elements are built into vehicles, more
critical functions like steering could come under the
control of a malicious hacker.
The hacking threat to drivers can be less direct,
especially for the growing number of drivers who

© ymgerman - Fotolia.com

Now for some news from
the Spooky Stuff Department

Circle No. 8 on Response Card
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cannot read a map. In February,
former House Intelligence
Committee Chairman Mike
Rogers, R-Mich., told a New
York radio station the U.S. is in a
cyber-security war and we’re not
necessarily winning.
“Hackers have been able to get
into uplinks and downlinks of our
satellite systems, which means your
GPS could go out and not come
back on,” Rogers said.
But even if we do manage to find
our way home and can keep our
vehicles free of hackers, we may
just drown in a veritable ocean of
data. We’re not talking about what
techies now call Big Data. This is
something else, way beyond today’s
understanding of what big is.
Writing in a company blog, Intel
CEO Brian Krzanich described the

virtual explosion of data that will
be coming with more and more
vehicle automation. Intel is the giant
chipmaker that helped kick off the
computer revolution more than 30
years ago.
“In 2016, the average person
generated 650 MB of data a day
through use of their PCs, mobile
phones, and wearables (smart
watches, etc.),” he wrote. By 2020,
Krzanich projects the average
person will generate 1.5 GB of data
a day, an increase of 200 percent.
“But it pales in comparison
to what we’re about to see in
autonomous vehicles,” he said. With
data from cameras, radar, sonar,
GPS, and LIDAR (a laser-based
sort of radar), along with traditional
engine data, each vehicle will
generate approximately 4 terabytes

of data a day.
“Every autonomous car will
generate the data equivalent of
almost 3,000 people,” Krzanich
said. “Let’s estimate just 1 million
autonomous cars worldwide. That
means automated driving will be
representative of the data of
3 billion people.”
That’s a lot of ones and zeros. LL
A trucker for 10 years
and trucking journalist
for more than 15 years,
John Bendel’s biggest
inspiration still comes
from his readers.
For his series in
Land Line, he wants
to know what kind
of technology has
become part of your job. Love it, hate it,
how does it work for you? Email John at
John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
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Help when you need it...

One of the most important benefits available to all OOIDA members is access to
information and business resources. Over the years, OOIDA’s Business Services
Department has provided thousands of members with critical information for their
particular situation or to help them run their business more efficiently.
• Information assistance
• Interpreting federal regulations
• Compliance assistance
• Warranty issues
• Lease agreement review
• Carrier complaints
• Broker/Carrier agreement review
• Form 2290/HVUT filing

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Authority application and filings
Permit and licensing
Oregon bonds
Drug & alcohol testing
SCAC codes
BOC3 service (free for OOIDA members)
IFTA tax reporting (through third-party vendor)

If you need assistance or information regarding your trucking business, want help in
handling some of the paperwork, or are seeking advice on what you believe to be unfair
business practices and treatment, call OOIDA Business Services.

Call 800-444-5791

(or from your cell phone: 816-229-5791)
CircleLAND
No. 23LINE
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66

MAY 2017

TRUCKERSFOR TROOPS

OOIDA ships Truckers
For Troops packages
By Land Line staff

Truckers For Troops packages winged their way from the
headquarters of the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association to active military serving in combat zones
overseas in early 2017.

One of the care packages that was shipped overseas to active military
personnel as part of OOIDA’s annual Truckers For Troops campaign.
(Photo by Nikohle Barnes)

Circle No. 84 on Response Card

The program, now in its 11th year, has raised more than
$540,000 – more than half a million dollars – for care
packages for troops overseas. And these aren’t shoe
boxes filled with goodies. Each package over the years
has weighed approximately 70 pounds and had enough
stuff stashed in it to provide for an entire unit.
Tate Godwin in OOIDA’s shipping and receiving
department makes sure every box brims with good stuff
troops would like or need, including Nutri-Grain bars, chili,
tuna, pub mix, Skittles, Q-tips, crossword and Sudoku
puzzles, and body powder. No spare room is left in the
boxes. To give you an idea of how clever the contents are,
one year actual peanuts in the shell were used in place of
packing peanuts.
Over the years more than 3,000 of these packages have
been shipped out, caring for more than 36,000 troops.
In 2015, the Association expanded the program’s
mission to include supplying needed items to various
medical care facilities for wounded or needy veterans back
in the states.
The donations range from enrichment items like musical
instruments, a Wii game console with games, and a
karaoke machine to very practical and necessary items like
microwaves, wheelchair cushions and clothing.
Nikki Johnson, who serves as the care package
coordinator for Truckers For Troops, said the next efforts in
2017 will focus on our troops at home. LL
MAY 2017
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Budget build.
Big-time
cool factor.
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A simple, uniquely all-American, hot rod truck

Dual 6-inch chrome pipes are a must have.

Flat black and red equals a killer color combo.

drive home with little to no brakes
and tires that felt like they had one
flat side on them.
The original plan was to restore
the rig to authentic, like-new
condition. But every time they
would nearly get started on the
project, the recurring idea of going
with a ’50s Rat Rod look came up.
In just one week, the truck
transformed into what you see

here. Classic hot rod colors – bright
red chassis with flat black body –
provided the cool look they were
after. The wide super-single rear
tires gave it a drag-strip stance. The
bumper, exhaust and grille provided
just enough shine to finish it out
perfectly.
The Atnips say they have no
further plans to enhance the truck
other than maybe a smoother-riding
MAY 2017

Photos courtesy of Chrome Shop Mafia

Based out of Jasper, Mo., brothers
Jeremy, Brad and Adam Atnip operate
the business that was started 35 years
ago by their parents, Tim and Janet.
When the Atnip gang went on a
road trip to possibly buy a used
Peterbilt 378 with plans to build
another dump truck, they randomly
caught a glimpse of this old relic,
peeking out of a barn on the property.
They had to ask the owner:
“What’s up with the Diamond T?” He
cheerfully let them have a closer look.
He explained to Atnip that it had been
a California Forestry Department truck
and only had 37,000 actual miles.
Powered by the original
252 Cummins, with the 5-and-4
transmissions, the truck was a little
crusty, but overall in pretty fair shape.
Just minutes after they saw the rig,
all three brothers knew; they had to
own this truck.
After some negotiations with the
fella, they struck a deal. One of the
brothers told the owner they would
bring a low-boy trailer back and haul
it home.
The seller immediately flared up
and said, “No you won’t!” The Atnips
sensed that they had struck a nerve. He
continued, “You can drive this ol’ girl
anywhere. She don’t need to be hauled
on no dang trailer.”
So, after a quick battery charge and
fresh fuel filter, off they drove! Jeremy
Atnip said it was a stressful 40-mile

A bold and nostalgic logo from days gone by.

rear suspension someday. After all,
isn’t this pretty much a storybook
build?
An inexpensive truck and minimal
mechanical expense; only 40 to 50
hours of total shop time; grab a few
spare tires and wheels from around
the shop; add a mere $1,500 worth
of chrome goodies; and they’re
done. Sounds like a perfect project
to me.
Atnip Enterprises runs over 35
units in the southwest Missouri
area hauling construction materials,
aggregate and farm commodities.
As if that wasn’t a full-time
commitment, they also stay busy
with an excavation and general
contracting division.
I asked Jeremy what advice he’d

give someone just starting out in
trucking.
“Always have a plan B. If
something goes wrong, and it will,
don’t get caught with all your eggs
in one basket and no backup plan.
Stay focused on your job and be
prepared to weather the ‘ups and
downs.’ Trucking can provide a
great living, but it’s seldom easy. It’s
a great life if you don’t weaken!”
Truer words have rarely been
spoken. LL
Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo.
They have been entrenched in trucking for
three generations and have but one focus:
To serve America’s truckers and assist in
keeping them “looking good and rolling
proud” as they travel the highways.

More than
a fuel saver

Safety • Stability • Savings
Using AirtabsTM will add stability to your
tractor and/or trailer ...
improve tractor and trailer handling in crosswinds
and improve your mirror visibility in wet conditions.

Technical information www.airtab.com
To purchase 970-663-9075 or www.buyairtab.com
MAY 2017
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A new approach
to sleepers
Daimler steps up the
sleeper game with input
from drivers and the
aviation industry
By Land Line staff

W

hat happens when you put together
a bunch of truck drivers, truck
OEM designers, and engineers with
collaboration from the aviation industry?
You get a cab and interior that turn
conventional cab and sleeper design on
its ear.

The interior of the truck got
a thoughtful overhaul where
driver input is evident.
Interior improvements in OEM
sleepers moved rather slowly with
thoughtful innovation and tweaks
happening with new packages over
the years. Space for refrigerators and
microwaves, an actual desk area, and
more outlets for electronic devices
are just some of the things that drove
change over time.
Introduced to the media late last year,
the rethought, reimagined and – dare one
say – revolutionary 2018 Freightliner
Cascadia moved usable work and living
space in a truck forward by leaps and
bounds.
“Professional drivers can spend more
than 100 hours in the cab during an
average workweek, and the environment
needs to be friendly and inviting both
on the job and during downtime,” said
Richard Howard, senior vice president
70 LAND LINE

of Sales and Marketing for Daimler
Trucks North America. “Giving
drivers a vehicle they are proud to
operate – one with the latest safety
features, productivity enhancements
and creature comforts – was a
priority.”
The forward momentum in the
Cascadia interior design area pairs
a mix of small “common sense”
design features with “aha” and
clever changes to truly bring a
new feel to the inside of a truck.
Available in sleeper heights of 48,
60 and 72 inches, customization for
a particular driver’s preferences and
options seems limitless.
The interior of the truck got a
thoughtful overhaul where driver

input is evident in the modifications
made in coordination with Teague,
a company that is known for
designing Boeing aircraft interiors.
The ergonomically designed
wrap-around dashboard puts all
switches and controls within arm’s
reach of any driver, tall or short, big
or small. The telescoping and tilting
steering wheel paired with highperformance adjustable seats makes
it even easier to find a comfortable
fit for people of all sizes. It also
makes movement in and out of the
jump seat much more accessible.
In the category of commonsense
changes, drink holders are moved
lower to allow clear access to power
ports for small electronics and all
MAY 2017

Modifications were made
in coordination with
Teague, a company that
is known for designing
Boeing aircraft interiors.

the switches. No more moving and
swapping things around just to plug
something in or to flip a switch.
The notoriously quiet Cascadia
was taken to the next level with
the addition of optional Thinsulate
insulation from 3M. Reducing noise
even further than previous models,
the 2018 Cascadia was so quiet that
even with the engine brake engaged
conversation inside the truck never
rose above normal speaking levels.
Double-bunk and Driver Loft
options are also available. A new
cargo shelf option allows drivers
to store containers or duffle bags
easily. If an upper bunk is spec’d,

it will come standard with an easily
released telescoping ladder, making
getting into the upper bunk a breeze.
The Driver Loft also comes standard
with aircraft-inspired LED ambient
lighting and a dimmer switch so
drivers can personalize their light
levels.
The “loft” sleeper’s amount of
space in the new Cascadia is mindblowing. A two-person dinette where
two adults can sit comfortably and
not kick each other under the table
collapses in seconds to allow for a
fold-down Murphy bed.
When the dinette was set up, three
adults were able to move around

in the sleeper without bumping
into each other. Every nook and
cranny is used. Roomy and plentiful
storage cabinets were designed by
Teague with the snap and locking
mechanisms similar to jet plane
overhead storage.
The clever use of all available
space for storage, coupled with
Teague’s expertise in durable and
secured storage may have you feel
as if you’re getting ready for liftoff.
But you’ll soon forget that when you
hang up a shirt in a closet and it’s not
dragging the bottom. Or you don’t
have to sift through countless duffles
and storage tubs to find what you’re
looking for.
Because the storage bins lock shut,
you won’t be picking up stuff off the
floor after a hard braking incident the
way you do after throwing everything
on the top bunk. LL

Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
Circle No. 247 on Response Card
MAY 2017

LAND LINE 71

72 LAND LINE

MAY 2017

MAY 2017

LANDCard
LINE 73
Circle No. 82 on Response

CANADANEWS

Speed limiters, parking at
forefront of Ontario focus group
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

Canadian truckers participating in a series of focus
groups aimed at identifying the root causes of traffic
collisions involving heavy vehicles gave Ontario
officials an earful about speed limiters and a lack of
safe parking in the province.
Johanne Couture, an OOIDA senior member from
Brockville, Ontario, participated in the focus groups
held Feb. 9-15 in Ottawa and Toronto. The groups were
part of a study commissioned by the Ontario Ministry
of Transportation.
“We’ve been telling the MTO since 2009 that speed
limiters are unsafe, but they haven’t listened yet,”
Couture told Land Line.
The groups were designed to cover topics such as
physical and psychological factors of driving, including
skills, training and experience. Driver behavior of
both commercial and personal vehicles was discussed,
as were infrastructure and environmental factors,
regulation, enforcement, and advanced technologies.
“I commend the Ministry for actually wanting to
listen to drivers and not just the carrier associations,”
Couture said. “The carrier associations represent
management; they don’t represent drivers.”
Couture shared with the moderators her experience
with speed limiters, and how the devices promote
what she describes as a change in “mentality and lack
of courtesy” within the trucking community. Ontario
trucks are speed-limited by law at 105 kilometers per
hour, or about 65 mph.
When it comes to truck parking, Couture said the
drivers at the meeting voiced their concerns that there
“isn’t enough of it, all over the province.” Particularly
along the Trans-Canada Highway in northern Ontario.
One desolate stretch she highlighted was between
Hearst and Longlac.
“Nobody drives by Hearst without going to the
washroom, because you’re two-and-a-half hours from
Longlac, and if you end up in a ‘gotta go’ situation, it’s
not good,” she said.
Couture also said truckers brought up so-called “CDL
mills” where drivers are not properly trained. Last year,
Ontario passed North America’s first Mandatory Entry
Level Driver Training standards, aimed at shutting
down schools that didn’t meet minimum requirements.
The law takes effect this July, and requires all schools
to be registered and accredited. LL
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OSHA rules in favor of
trucker who refused
to drive while ill
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

The Occupational Safety and Health
Administration has ruled in favor of
a driver for Frito Lay who accused
the company of disciplining him for
refusing to report to work due to
illness and fatigue.
In an OSHA complaint, Joshua
Bailey accuses two managers at
Frito Lay of violating the Surface
Transportation Assistance Act,
or STAA. In November 2015 and
February 2016, Bailey refused to
drive his truck while ill and fatigued.
Bailey even supplied a doctor’s note,
which Traci Wiegert acknowledged
she received. Regardless, Bailey was
placed on “Decision-Making Leave”
after the first occurrence and “Written
Status” after the second.
According to regulation 49 CFR
392.3, “No driver shall operate a
commercial motor vehicle … while
the driver’s ability or alertness is so
impaired, or so likely to become
impaired, through fatigue, illness or
any other cause, as to make it unsafe
for him/her to begin or continue
to operate the commercial motor
vehicle.” Consequently, Bailey was
protected by STAA for refusing to
drive.
OSHA’s findings reveal that by
following a doctor’s advice, the
only way Bailey could have avoided
progressive discipline was to ignore
the medical advice and operate a
commercial vehicle while ill, putting
him and the public in danger.
On April 4, OSHA ruled that Bailey
be paid more than $17,000, including
$10,000 in punitive damages, $1,500
in compensatory damages, and
$5,915 for attorney’s fees. LL

Circle No. 225 on Response Card
MAY 2017

LAND LINE 75

MAINTENANCEQ&A
Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

Tips on re-torquing lugs
and pulling a good oil sample

Q

I recently had new tires put on my trailer. I
noticed on the receipt that it says to have the lug
nuts re-torqued after 100 miles. Why?

A

Problems arise with wheel studs when either too
much or too little torque is applied to the nut. If
too little, there will not be enough force to hold things in
place. Vibration will loosen the nut further, and the wheel
will rub over the threads, enlarging and distorting the bolt
holes. Eventually, the wheel will loosen, crack or both.
Too little clamping force may show up as damaged threads
on the stud.
When too much torque is applied, threads stretch the
stud beyond its elastic limit. It can no longer spring
back to clamp the parts together with sufficient force. In
many cases, the stud permanently elongates, increasing
the distance between threads while narrowing the stud’s
diameter.

The notice to re-torque the lug nuts
after 100 miles or so is precautionary
for you Ð and the shop.
Elongation too slight to detect with the naked eye may
be great enough to ruin the stud. It can be found several
ways. The first is with a thread gauge. The gauge should
sit evenly in the threads. You can also lay the suspect stud
against a new one to see whether the threads match.
A straight edge will also show any distortion or
elongation of the threads when laid across the highest
points of the threads. If any threads don’t make contact,
discard the stud. Another way is to run a nut down the
stud. It should feel the same all along its path. Any binding
or interference is a sign of distortion.
Final tightening should be done by hand with a torque
wrench. Compressed air-powered impact wrenches are
excellent for removing wheel nuts, but not for tightening
them. The errors made with air wrenches are almost
infinite, with most leading to over-torqued and stretched
fasteners, and eventually to failures.
Air wrenches should be calibrated regularly, then set
to a torque value below that needed to firmly secure
wheels. They should only be used to snugup nuts. Final
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torque should always be applied by hand, using a recently
calibrated, properly cared for torque wrench.
The notice to re-torque the lug nuts after 100 miles
or so is precautionary for you – and the shop. It’s a step
intended to catch any lugs that have wiggled loose and
to identify whether any potential damage was weakening
the stud. It’s also important to note that most shops do
not consider this a “suggestion” and will not pay for
any damages resulting from a wheel coming off if you
neglected to have the lugs re-torqued. So do yourself a
favor and follow their guidelines.

Q

My oil analysis last month showed very high
silicon. The shop changed my oil and all the
filters, including the air cleaner. They said that silicon
usually comes from dust through the air cleaner. The
same thing happened again this month: high silicon
in the analysis. They wanted to change the air cleaner
again even though they changed it just last month.
There has to be another reason – or they sold me a
defective filter. How much damage will it do to my
engine? What caused it?

A

Damaged air cleaners are most often the source of
spikes in silicon readings. When we spoke on the
phone, we reviewed several alternatives and procedures
to check. You were wise to inspect the month-old air filter
and the air intake system for physical damage. Since none
was found, there had to be another source. You saved the
cost of a new filter.
At the shop, you discovered an apprentice doing oil
changes. Instead of following proper procedures, he
opened the drain plug without first wiping the area clean.
Then he took an already opened sample jar, immediately
placed it in the stream of dirty oil, removed it and capped
the jar. Dust and dirt likely contaminated the sample.
There are better alternatives to the drain plug method.
If you choose that method, TMC Recommended Practice
RP318C, Used Engine Oil Analysis, suggests you
thoroughly clean the plug and the surrounding area. Use
a sample jar provided by your analysis company. Open it
after the oil starts to drain, and wait until at least 1 gallon
of oil has drained. Then put the jar into the stream of oil
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and take your sample. Cap the jar immediately and wipe
it dry.
Sampling oil as it drains is not the best system for
pulling samples because it eliminates any possibility of
saving the oil if the report comes back good-to-go.
One better method uses a hose and a suction pump.
With the oil warm and the engine off, place the hose
through the oil fill tube until it is in the oil sump. Make
sure it is not on the bottom, resting on the oil pan. You
could be sampling sludge instead of oil. Draw 3 or 4
ounces into the pump and transfer it to a clean sampling
jar.
Another system uses a fitting that screws into an
external tap to the oil gallery in the engine block. Oil is
held in by a spring-loaded check valve. Draw a sample
with the engine running. Attach a short length of plastic
hose over the large end of a needle used to inflate
footballs or basketballs. Press the needle end into the
check valve. It will open the valve, and oil will flow
through the hose and into your collection jar. Remember
to keep all fittings clean.
A similar valve can be spliced into the hose between
the block and a bypass filter. Be sure to locate it on the
filter’s inlet side so you’re sampling working oil, not
ultra-fine filtered oil.
These devices let you sample oil without having to
drain it, so you can decide to extend your interval if the
sample comes back good-to-go.
In all cases, clean all fittings before sampling. In your
case, the high silicon was most likely from external dirt
that got into the sample. If the silicon is high next month,
call me and we’ll take it from there. LL

DO YOU hAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your question to Paul Abelson,
senior technical consultant, in care of
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to TruckWriter@WowAccess.net
or fax questions to 630-983-7678. Please mark your
message Attention: Maintenance Q&A.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.

Circle No. 147 on Response Card

12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499
GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, next to Pilot Travel Center

ELOY, AZ • 502-836-2386
I-10, Exit 200, across from Love’s Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com
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Arrow Truck Sales load new
ÔPrime ProgramÕ with incentives
Arrow Truck Sales Inc. has announced a used truck
purchasing program for owner-operators who currently
drive for select carriers or who belong to select
associations, including OOIDA.

As a Prime member, the buyer qualifies for certain
exclusive benefits, including a free six-month/50,000
mile warranty, special $1,000 allowance and more.
Carriers currently engaged in the Prime program
include Landstar, USA Truck and Allied Van Lines.
The Prime program is also offered through select
associations, including OOIDA, Women In Trucking and
National Minority Trucking Association. A complete list of
Prime benefits, carriers and associations can be found
at ArrowTruck.com. LL
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More than 2,000 International trucks
recalled for air brake issues
Navistar is recalling certain
International trucks, model years
ranging from 2016 to 2018, for air
brake issues.
More specifically, International
LoneStar (2017), ProStar (2016-2017),
LT (2016-2018) and RH (2017-2018)
trucks fall under the recall. According to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, 2,733 trucks are affected.
The air dryer mounting bracket may fracture, which could
cause the air dryer to separate from the vehicle frame with
possible airline separation from the dryer, resulting in air system
leaks or loss of air pressure to the brake system, according to a
NHTSA recall document.
Loss of air in the brake system can increase stopping distances
and increase the risk of a crash. Drivers may notice loss of air
pressure on the air gauge or hear a buzzer in the cab in affected
trucks.
Navistar will replace the air dryer mounting bracket with
a bracket made of stronger material. Owners and dealerships
were expected to be notified by May 12. For questions, contact
Navistar at 800-448-7825, recall number 17502. LL
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Rush Truck Centers claims parts makers
conspired to fix prices
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Rush Truck Centers’ lawsuit against
several parts manufacturers alleging a
conspiracy to rig alternator and starter
prices for trucks has reached a new
level. The truck dealership franchise
wants a federal judge to deny a
motion to dismiss based on the fact
that the accused manufacturers have
pleaded guilty to similar criminal
charges.
In November 2015, Rush Truck
Centers filed a civil complaint
against Mitsubishi Electric, Hitachi
Automotive, Mitsuba and Robert
Bosch GmbH, all manufacturers of
automotive alternators and starters.
The suit alleges all four conspired to
rig prices for truck alternators and
starters, passing down the additional
costs to the truck dealerships.

In January, the four defendants
renewed a motion to dismiss,
claiming statute of limitations and
that past criminal charges in a similar
case are irrelevant. Those charges?
Antitrust charges stemming from
fixing prices on alternators and
starters.
In 2013 and 2015, the four parts
manufacturers were all charged with
antitrust violations for price fixing
certain parts, including alternators and
starters, according to federal court
records. All four pleaded guilty and
were ordered to pay massive fines
ranging from $57.8 million to nearly
$200 million.
However, the defendants are
claiming that those cases do not apply
to Rush Truck Centers’ case since
those dealt with passenger vehicles,
not heavy-duty trucks. Rush Truck

Centers argues that those guilty pleas
prove plausibility with its claim, and
therefore the case should proceed.
Rush Truck Centers alleges that
the manufacturers “engaged in
a conspiracy to rig bids for, and
to fix, stabilize, and maintain the
price of alternators and starters”
from June 1, 2000, to the present.
Mitsubishi Electric’s customers
included Peterbilt, Kenworth, Mack
Trucks, Volvo Trucks, Freightliner,
International Trucks and Prevost.
The lawsuit also says the
conspiracy claims are plausible since
the alternator and starter market is
“highly concentrated and has high
barriers to entry.” Rush Truck Centers
claims that truck and equipment
OEMs paid “supracompetitive
prices,” which were passed down to
truck and equipment dealers. LL

NEED CASH FAST?
First-Time Owner Operators,
Limited Driving Experience and
Less than Perfect Credit

Apply Today!
FREE GIFT*
*Free gift available at closing

OFFICE LOCATIONS

TRUCK AND TRAILER PURCHASES  REPAIR LOAN FINANCING
LEASE PURCHASE BUY OUTS  COMMERCIAL TITLE LOANS
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CORPORATE • 623-434-2500

34225 N. 27th Dr. Bldg. 1, Phoenix, AZ 85085

CALIFORNIA • 714-974-9700

4222 Green River Rd., Corona, CA 92878

GEORGIA • 404-975-4800

6604 Tara Blvd., Jonesboro, GA 30236

FINANCIAL SERVICES GROUP CORPORATION

www.MissionFinancialServices.net
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Bendix is all about control – for the driver

By Jami Jones, managing editor

In the limbo-lower-now world of
eliminating wrecks involving heavy
trucks, it may surprise many that
rollovers and jackknife crashes
haven’t been on the decline since
2008. In fact, there have been some
increases.
Bendix Commercial Vehicle Safety
Solutions addressed this sobering fact
at the kick-off breakfast on media day
at the Mid-America Trucking Show in
Louisville, Ky.
In 2008, there were 11,283 large
truck rollovers, and 5,190 jackknifed.
Those stats come from the Large

Truck and Bus Crash Facts from
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration. Six years later in
2014, there were 10,259 rollovers and
jackknifes jumped to 7,193.
Not exactly the trend anyone –
especially drivers – wants to see. But
Bendix says it’s about to get better.
The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration mandated
electronic stability control systems on
new trucks starting in August of this
year.
The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association isn’t keen on
expensive mandates like this. Neither
is Bendix.
Director of Customer Solutions
and Marketing Fred Andersky said
Bendix prefers market acceptance to
mandates.
“But this one is going to help,” he
told the media.
Bendix continues to stand by the

“Drivers don’t wake up and say
they are going to have a crash
that day. … Even autonomous
trucks are subject to jackknife
crashes and rollovers.”
– Bendix Director of Customer Solutions
and Marketing Fred Andersky

fact that driver assist systems like
collision mitigation, stability control,
and the like are not a replacement
for a professional, safe driver.
However, the reality is that things
happen outside of the driver’s control
sometimes.
“You can’t control everything,” he
said. “Drivers don’t wake up and say
they are going to have a crash that
day. … Even autonomous trucks are
subject to jackknifes and rollovers.”
Andersky boldly predicted seeing a
reduction in those types of crashes by
1,000 within a calendar year. LL

Bestpass reduces transponder clutter, toll rates

By Jami Jones, managing editor

If you’ve been trucking for a long time,
you might remember a day when
your windshield was filled with the
view of the road. Now, it’s more than
likely cluttered with toll transponders –
especially if you haul in the Northeast
a lot.
Toll authorities don’t play well
together. Every one of them prefers
to stick with its own tolling systems
and transponders. While they may
partner occasionally, the patchwork toll
network is nightmarish.
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Bestpass hit the
scene big last year with
its toll management
system. All tolls are
billed to the Bestpass
transponder and
forwarded in a tidy
billing statement to
the trucking companies. It’s quickly
becoming the end-all solution to
dealing with multiple tolling agencies.
John Andrews, president and CEO
of Bestpass, told the media at the
Mid-America Trucking Show that they
processed more than $450 million
in tolls last year. Along with tolling
discounts, back office time savings
and quick billing to avoid penalties,
companies saved $60 million.
The goal for Bestpass is coast-tocoast coverage (they are working on
Canada and Mexico, too) with their
system. Andrews said they are close.
“We have a few stragglers out

there,” he said.
The Mackinac Bridge was one
of those stragglers. The toll bridge
authority will be coming online with
Bestpass very soon.

The big payoff
Aside from the simplicity of one
transponder and one bill for most
toll roads, Bestpass has negotiated
discounts that owner-operators
especially can benefit from.
“The cost is around $7 a month for
an owner-operator,” Andrews told Land
Line. “But with all the discounts we
have, they will save much more than
what they pay for the service.” LL
MAY 2017

Peterbilt amps up Red Oval used truck program
Peace of mind

By Land Line staff

While Peterbilt’s new truck ﬂeet sales
climb, the company is doubling
down on its used truck market
with the relaunch of the Red Oval
program.
With more and more owneroperators looking to buy used,
Peterbilt sought to meet the demand
by adding layers of assurance to the
process.
Even though the Red Oval
program has a 20-year history
with Peterbilt, the relaunched
program came with enhancements.
Peterbilt upped the ante with more
comprehensive inspections and
certiﬁcation criteria.

The reconditioned trucks offered
through the program are all four
years old or newer with less than
450,000 miles.
Considering that the trucks are
2013 or newer, diesel particulate
ﬁlter condition is of real concern
in the used truck-buying process.
Equipment sold through the Red
Oval program receives a complete
DPF cleaning along with oil and ﬁlter
changes.
In a noted vote of conﬁdence in
the program, Peterbilt offers a oneyear/125,000-mile warranty on the
truck. If it is equipped with a Paccar
engine, truck buyers also get a oneyear/125,000-mile warranty on the
engine, too. And if something does
go wrong, the warranty plans include
free 24/7 roadside assistance with
no deductible.
Truck buyers can opt for additional
coverage up to 60 months or

Peterbilt General Manager Kyle Quinn tells the media
at the Mid-America Trucking Show about the Red Oval
program enhancements. (Photo by Greg Grisolano)

625,000 miles if they want.
To cap things off, Peterbilt certiﬁed technicians
also perform a 150-point inspection. All trucks
are also DOT certiﬁed and ready to roll. LL

Fastport launches apprenticeship website

By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Fastport launched an apprenticeship
website for the transportation industry
on March 23 at the Mid-America
Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky.
The website,
TransportationApprenticeships.org,
aims to educate, inspire and hire
individuals seeking to enter the industry
in high-skilled careers. It also provides
opportunities for providers to advertise
their U.S Department of Laborapproved registered apprenticeships.
Fastport partnered with the
Department of Labor to increase
apprenticeship programs for civilian
and veteran talent to the transportation
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field. In addition, Fastport works
with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Foundation’s Hiring Our Heroes
Program to connect employers and
military veterans.
The website targets civilians and
veterans and provides information on
how an apprenticeship benefits their
careers.
“As always, education is the
first step toward helping the next
generation understand just how critical
transportation jobs are to the nation and
how great they can be for their longterm career,” Fastport President Brad
Bentley said.
“This is truly a one-stop shop
for those interested in starting an
apprenticeship.”
In addition to the website, Fastport
teamed with the Department of Labor
at MATS by hosting an Apprenticeship

Accelerator Conference.
“Industry is the foundation of our
country’s economic competitiveness
and prosperity,” said Jose Velazquez,
of the DOL Office of Apprenticeships.
“The challenge? Significant talent
shortages and skill gaps are slowing
companies’ efforts to expand, innovate
and thrive.”
However, Bentley said the partnership
will benefit the nation’s economy.
“By working together to attract
both civilians and veterans as future
transportation professionals, the
industry and its leading employers
like those attending this accelerator
session will improve the lives of their
newest employees and the health of our
nation’s economy,” he said.
Overall, the program seeks 600,000
apprenticeships by the end of the fiscal
year. LL
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Kenworth execs: ‘We’re raising the bar’ at MATS 2017
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

Kenworth General Manager and Paccar
Executive Vice President Mike Dozier
is hoping an increasingly positive
business outlook will continue to drive
truck sales in 2017.
Dozier discussed how he hopes the
positive momentum will carry over for
Kenworth trucks in 2017, following a
record-setting year for the company in
terms of market share.
Highlights include a 15.1 percent share of the heavyduty truck market, and an 8.6 percent share of the
medium-duty market. In addition, Paccar’s MX engines
are boasting a 47 percent share of the market. He
anticipates between 190,000 and 220,000 new Class 8
truck builds in 2017. An additional 85,000 truck builds are
anticipated in the medium-duty sector.
Kenworth also announced it has exceeded 1.5 billion
miles in its TruckTech+ program. The program offers a

Kenworth General Manager Mike Dozier and Chief Engineer Patrick
Dean answer questions during the Mid-America Trucking Show. (Photo
by Greg Grisolano)

fully integrated system of remote diagnostic technologies
– standard in every new Class 8 tractor. More than 30,000
Kenworth Class 8 trucks are equipped with the system,

Chemists cook up durable new tire at Cooper

By Jami Jones, managing editor

When you think about tires
for your truck, the last
thing that likely comes
to mind is a team
of chemists. But
that’s where the
innovation of new
truck tires starts at
Cooper Tire and
Rubber Co.
Cooper launched
its Roadmaster line
of tires in 2007,
according to Gary
Schroeder, director of
global truck and bus tires
for Cooper Tires.
“It was a slow start,” he said. “But
after three or four years it took off like
a rocket. Owner-operators brought this
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brand to the dance.”
While owner-operators may be
responsible for the growth in sales,
Schroeder credits Cooper’s approach
to tire manufacturing for its quality
reputation.
“Tires are highly engineered,” he
said. “It’s a constant balancing act
when you’re looking to improve one
thing like rolling resistance.”
The emergence of the Environmental
Protection Agency and the SmartWay
program put pressure on tire makers
to find ways to design tires to use
less fuel. Thus the evolution of lowrolling-resistance tires.
Schroeder says that the ultimate goal
is to find a low-rolling-resistance tire
that doesn’t rob life from the tire.
“The real challenge,” he said, “is to
break that paradigm.”
Enter a team of “Ph.D.s and
chemists” who work on a daily basis
at the Cooper labs concocting new tire
compounds every day.
Every day new hurdles are thrown

at them. Take adjustments in road
compounds. Notoriously slippery
roads in Florida have ground-up oyster
shells to help with traction. That, in
turn, is harder on the tires.
“It’s like running across 40 grit
sandpaper,” Schroeder said.
With all of the challenges and
innovation, development of the
newest addition to the Roadmaster
lineup started back in 2012. The
testing process alone took four years,
Schroeder said. All of that testing and
tweaking paid off.
Cooper unveiled its Roadmaster
RM852(EM) long-haul drive tire,
which is SmartWay verified at the
Mid-America Trucking Show. The
new line has a 30/32 tread depth that
will deliver 300,000 to 350,000 miles
of service life.
The combination of fuel-efficiency
and long life breaks the paradigm that
Schroeder talked about.
“This is not a low-tech product,”
Schroeder said. LL
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which enables fleets to view real-time vehicle health in
the Paccar Solutions web portal. The company plans to
expand its web portal in the coming months.
In safety technology developments, Dozier announced
that the Bendix Wingman Advanced system will be
standard on all T680s beginning July 1. The radarbased collision mitigation system delivers adaptive
cruise control with braking. It also features autonomous

emergency braking technology to help mitigate rear-end
collisions.
“By making these systems standard, Kenworth is
raising the bar (for industry safety standards),” Chief
Engineer Patrick Dean said during a news conference at
MATS.
Dozier also announced that MATS will mark the rollout
of the company’s new Kenworth Certified Pre-Owned
program. Available in the United States and Canada, the
new program offers first-rate Kenworth Class 8 trucks.
Each Certified Pre-Owned Class 8 truck must be four
model years of age or less, have mileage under 450,000
miles, and pass a comprehensive 150-point inspection.
CPO trucks purchased with a PACCAR MX-13 engine
come standard with a Kenworth factory-backed oneyear, 125,000-mile warranty. KW also offers a 90-day
buyer assurance warranty on Paccar-powered trucks.
The warranty provides protection on 135 components,
including major chassis components and the HVAC
system, according to a news release accompanying the
announcement. LL

Rand McNally rolls out ‘next generation’
of its popular TND trucker GPS
truck audio systems.
• A higher resolution 7-inch screen with a
brighter display.
• Twice as much storage capacity.
• A faster quad core processor.

By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

The next generation of all-purpose GPS
navigation systems for truckers is here.
The TND 740 is the fifth generation
of the company’s popular navigation
devices. Rand McNally pioneered the
concept of a trucking-specific GPS
device in 2009. The new model retails for
$399.
Venky Rao, director of product
management, says the TND 740 has
been redesigned from the ground up.
“We’re taking the best of what’s
resonating with drivers and overhauling
it so it’s richer,” Rao said during a news
conference.
Key new features of the device include:
• A magnetic mount that powers the
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The TND 740 trucker GPS from Rand McNally.

device, making it easier to take the
TND 740 on and off the mount, in and
out of the truck.
• Seamless, over-the-air map updates
that occur when connected to Wi-Fi
vs. having to dock the device with a
computer.
• Lifetime Maps and Traffic Everywhere
for up-to-date navigation.
• Updated maps and map design with
icons that are easier to recognize at a
glance.
• Audio-out capability, enabling drivers to
route their device sound through their

Rao says other enhancements aim
to make the device more practical for
truckers, while also protecting their
privacy. A new magnetic mount that fixes
to the dashboard allows for easy “snap
on, snap off” making it easy for drivers to
remove the device from the dash when
necessary.
“We heard from drivers where there are
cases when they’d like to take the TND
off the mount, when they’re on duty not
driving or away from the cab,” Rao said.
The device also comes preloaded
with the Rand McNally Driver Connect
logbook app and Bluetooth capability.
This enables pairing with ELD devices
– so the device is ELD-ready. The app
pairs with Rand McNally’s previously
announced ELD 50 and DC 200 plug-in
devices. LL
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Wabco commits big to building more in the U.S.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

Since stopping distances were reduced
a few years ago by the feds, air
disc brakes have been growing in
popularity.
As more truck and trailer makers
are opting to make them standard or
an option, inevitably more have to be
produced. Wabco Holdings Inc., has
experienced such phenomenal growth
that it prompted the construction
of a new manufacturing plant in
Charleston, S.C.
The 145,000-square-foot facility
expanded Wabco’s manufacturing
capacity by 60 percent.
Wabco started planning the facility
two years ago. A new partnership with
Hendrickson, along with growth in
the truck sector with Daimler Trucks
North America, prompted, in part,
the need for the new and expanded
facility.
Wabco had previously supplemented
producing disc brake systems for

U.S. customers from its production
facilities in Germany and Poland.
Jon Morrison, president of Wabco
Americas, said the big manufacturing
presence in Germany and Poland
made sense. Upwards of 80 percent
of all trucks have air disc brakes over
there. As staggering as that is, almost
70 percent of trailers have them.

Growing acceptance
The U.S. market is certainly lagging
behind those levels, but growing,
Morrison said. He said roughly
10 percent of trailers in the U.S. run
disc brakes.
Air disc brakes are quickly winning
over truckers who may once have seen
the cost as something of an issue.
Wabco’s air disc brakes can stop
10 percent quicker than drum systems.
The maintenance cost of the Wabco
single-piston system, now in its
fourth generation with 25 percent
fewer parts, is much less than the
cost of drum systems. They boast that
technicians can swap out brake pads
on a disc system four times faster

Wabco localized manufacturing of its air
disc brakes in the U.S. to meet increasing
demand. (Photo courtesy of Wabco)

than the linings of a drum.
Their air disc brake system is just
one of Wabco’s offerings featured
in their brand-new tour truck. After
debuting at the Mid-America Trucking
Show, the trailer hit the road and
began its tour in Portland, Ore. LL

Mack’s got your back with retro connectivity program
Roy Horton, director of product
strategy, said that installation of the
system isn’t quite plug-and-play, but
it’s close. Installation is quick and
easy with only a bit of downtime to get
started.
By Jami Jones, managing editor

Building on success

If you’re driving an older truck, hearing
about systems diagnosing truck woes
on the fly may leave you a little bitter.
That’s unless you have a 2011 or
newer Mack truck with a Mack engine.
Then you’re in luck.
Mack Trucks has partnered
with Geotab to provide onboard
diagnostics for 2011 and newer Mack
“legacy” trucks.

The system mimics the offerings of
the GuardDog Connect system. It’s a
24/7 system that can detect problems
on your truck instantly and call it in. A
lot of times this goes down before the
driver even knows what’s happening.
If it’s serious, the truck owners
will get a call telling them where the
nearest dealership is for repairs. The
repair shop will be forwarded the
intel on the problem and given a list
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of parts needed. All of this results in
reduced downtime for the repair.
The new partnership with Geotab
opens the door for that sort of
connectivity to older Mack trucks.
Anyone with a 2011 or newer Mack
truck running a Mack engine can take
advantage of the program.
The system will provide on-the-fly
diagnostics, relaying that information
back to Mack. Truck owners will
connect with the Mack OneCall center
to schedule repairs. In the end, they
will enjoy that sharp reduction in
downtime when maintenance issues
arise.
The system will be available in May.
Call your dealer for more details. LL
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Thermo King expands Ôpower management portfolioÕ
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

Last year at MATS, Thermo King was
all about solar panels. This year, the
company is focusing on new products
to expand its power management
portfolio.
If there’s a device on your truck or
trailer that requires electricity, chances
are Thermo King offers a way to power
it. The company’s comprehensive
power management portfolio also
includes ThermoLite solar panels, the
Supplemental Alternator for reefer units
and the EON Power Pack. Thermo King
says these products provide fleets with
smarter, more cost-effective ways to
maximize uptime and optimize power
on the road.

Alongside those offerings, Thermo
King is touting its Boost Charger as a
way to maintain battery life on liftgates.
Meanwhile, its Auto Start module works
to maintain power flow to its Precedent
reefer units. The Auto Start monitors
system voltage of external batteries. It
automatically activates the Precedent
alternator to charge if power levels drop
too low.
A new product rolling out this year
is an electric power jack charger.
The 2,000-watt inverter delivers 120v
of power to keep power jacks fully
charged. Designed for under-trailer
installation, the fully sealed charger
features automatic low-voltage
disconnect.
Paul Kroes, business development
manager for power management at
Thermo King, says the company’s
products have applications beyond the

refrigerated segment of the transport
industry. As creature comforts become
basic necessities in retaining drivers,
Kroes says the product line offers
solutions to problems arising from
parasitic power drains due to increased
hotel loads.
“When you’re on the road or an asset
is parked, batteries have essentially
given up because they weren’t
designed to handle such large parasitic
loads,” Kroes said.
“What we are launching today is not
where we are stopping,” Kroes said.
“This is really just the tip of the iceberg
for Thermo King.”
Kroes says a single truck equipped
with everything but the Eon Power pack
is available for under $5,000. He says
all six products combined add less
than 100 pounds to the vehicle weight.

LL

Saluting safe drivers
The Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers
Association Safe Driving
Award Program recognizes and rewards OOIDA members for their
safe, accident-free years driving a truck. Safe driving awards are
available to all eligible OOIDA members who qualify based on the
number of years for which the member has operated a commercial
vehicle without being involved in a preventable accident. The
program is supported by Shell Rotella. Megan Pino, global brand
manager for Shell Rotella, who is pictured second from left,
presented the donation to OOIDA representatives at the MidAmerica Trucking Show. Accepting the check, from left, are Monte
Wiederhold, Todd Spencer and Dick Pingel. (Photo by Jami Jones)
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ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

K is for kangaroo
If you spend enough time in the
practice of law or representing
yourself, you might ﬁnd that courts
across the country have practices
and end results with considerable
variation. There are many
deﬁnitions of the term “kangaroo
court” and some are harsher than
others.

A.

Unfortunately, the policy
of the local district
attorney’s office is that there are
no plea bargains offered before the
hearing date.
If we’re lucky, occasionally
something can be worked out
minutes before the scheduled
hearing time. But, with 300-plus
parties on the docket, it’s often
hard to accomplish.
Most of the assistant
Further, most of the assistant
district attorneys or ADAs
district attorneys or ADAs are
are newly minted, lack any newly minted, lack any authority
authority to make a plea
to make a plea bargain decision,
and are “cutting their teeth” with
bargain decision.
trafﬁc trial practice.
While this may be good
I was involved in an
experience for the district
accident and received a
attorney’s staff, it is not good for
citation for following too close.
your livelihood as a CDL holder,
Can you help me with this ticket?
or for the efﬁcient administration
of justice.
Yes, we can help you. The
particular court where your
If I come to court will I
case is going to be heard has
need to testify?
several requirements that make it
more difﬁcult than most. First, to
It depends. It’s the state’s
get a court date and plead not
burden to prove their case
guilty, this particular court
against you and not for you to
requires that you post a cash bond
prove that you’re innocent.
with the clerk’s ofﬁce. Yes, that is
However, in many instances, you
correct, no credit cards, checks,
are your own best witness, and
money orders, cashier’s checks,
your testimony is what helps win
etc. Thus, the ﬁrst hurdle is a
the case.
personal appearance to post your

Q.
A.

cash bond and enter the plea of
“not guilty.”

Q.

If I post the bond, is there
any chance that a plea
bargain can be worked out in
advance of a trial date in which I
would need to come back to court?
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Q.
A.

Q.

Does the person I ran into
have to come to court as

well?

A.

Again, that depends. If the
other person was not given
a citation or if the district

attorney’s ofﬁce does not
subpoena them, then they likely
will not appear unless they are
local and have unpaid damages.
The interesting part of your case
is that the ofﬁcer did not witness
the accident. So, for the ADA to
present the best evidence, they
need a witness who actually saw or
was involved in the accident.
It is common practice in many
jurisdictions that the only person
to get a subpoena is the ofﬁcer
who wrote the citation.
To make matters worse, trafﬁc
trials are routinely conducted
without a proper witness for the
prosecution to make their case.
Against an uninformed layman
representing himself, this is like
shooting ﬁsh in a barrel for the
ADA.
And the judge will likely not
have a problem with it if no one is
objecting to the ofﬁcer testifying
as to what occurred. LL

Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call 405242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or email
RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reﬂect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for speciﬁc
advice on your situation.

MAY 2017

facebook.com/OOIDA

OOIDA to truckers:
Name the worst of the
worst regs
Eliminate the ELD and the
speed limiter regulations. Slow trucks
on the interstates cause traffic jams
and road rage.
Danny Curry
Knock out ELDs for sure. I would love
to see the data that is conclusive in
its argument that ELDs will make the
highways safer. I think the only thing
that will make the highways safer
is that every person who already
holds a valid driver’s license, and
future license holders, should have
to become educated on the basic
operations of commercial vehicles.
Nazayar Ban Yasharahla
Idle laws. Why is it OK to idle when
an animal is in the vehicle, but not
when you’re by yourself. If you get
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too hot or cold, you can’t sleep
good – therefore getting fatigued. Of
course we can’t have animals getting
fatigued and driving. See how much
sense that makes. Just like the idle
laws!
Greg Hawkins

periods between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m.
added up to more than 34 hours off.
Now they say the ELDs will improve
highway safety? What are they
thinking? It’s not going to do that at
all.
Kent Bicehouse

In big cities let the through trucks
run the express lanes to keep us out
of the way of exiting and merging
traffic, and allowing us to make
better time.
Randy Miller

A small victory. The next hurdle is
ELDs. We need free enterprise, not
government controlled competition.
Rick Sekich

The worst is the 14-hour rule.
Kevin Chandler
Changes to restart provision
provided no net benefit
A small victory for sure. If those that
made the 34-hour restart program
had seen the bigger picture, they
would have seen that taking the two

Rebuild older trucks and forget about
e-logs; that is the only way around
the swamp circle’s mandate.
Grace Beals
Too bad the U.S. doesn’t adopt the
Canadian HOS. We can run 13 hours,
take two off during the day, extend
our window to 16 hours, and only
need eight off to reset our day. Plus
Continued on Page 89
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TAXTIPS
Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Trucking career change? Here are the
8 important questions to ask yourself

Q.

I’m a company driver
and want to know about
becoming an independent, selfemployed driver. I am not sure
whether I want to become a contract
driver or completely independent.
How should I proceed?

A

There are important questions
that you should consider
before going into business:
■ Are you frustrated working for
others?
■ Are you a responsible individual
who is organized and dedicated?
■ Are you willing to take risks
(because you are taking a bigger
risk running your own business
rather than being a company
driver)?
■ Do you have the ability to make
difﬁcult decisions about challenges
that may arise?
■ Are you comfortable seeking help?
■ Are you able to afford to give
up the beneﬁts of working as a
company driver such as healthcare
and retirement plans, guaranteed
vacations and sick pay?
■ Are you willing to work longer
hours at times (because that is
what you will be doing)?
■ Will your personality lend itself to
acquiring, servicing and keeping
clients?

Keep in mind; you will need
to do paperwork and recordkeeping.
You want to succeed and you can.
Start by selecting advisers familiar
with the trucking industry. This may
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include a tax preparer/bookkeeper,
an attorney, an insurance agent, or
someone you know who is successful
in the transportation business.
Talk to other owner-operators
and familiarize yourself with their
operations. Ask them how they got
started, how they chose their rig,
and how much they paid. What do
they haul? How much money do
they make? How many hours do
they work? Who advises them? Do
they have help from their spouses,

Weigh options ahead of
time before making a big
career change and consult
professionals who know
what it takes to succeed.
girlfriends or boyfriends?
Project how much money you
expect to earn and have a trucking
specialist review your projections.
Compare that to what you are making
now and look at the potential of
future earnings ﬁve to 10 years from
now. You need to consider the effect
of income taxes.
You also need to compare the
expected results if you lease on with
a motor carrier or if you decide to go
into business as an independent with
your own authority. You will need to
have a large cash balance on hand for
working capital as you will pay out
money before it comes in.

Q.

My husband and I ﬁled a
joint extension Form 4868,
Application for Automatic Extension
to File our Individual Income Tax

Return. We have now decided to ﬁle
married, ﬁling separately. Can we
do that?

A

Yes. Joint extension requests
apply equally to each of you
so if you decide to ﬁle married ﬁling
separately, you can do so.

Q.

When you prepared and ﬁled
my 2016 income tax return,
I elected to apply my tax refund
toward my 2017 estimated tax. I’ve
changed my mind and would like
my refund. Can you amend my
2016 tax return, as I have had some
unexpected expenses and would like
to get my refund back?

A

No. Once made, the election
cannot be revoked at a later
date. The election to apply the refund
from one year to the next is binding.
Your overpayment becomes an
estimated tax payment that cannot be
changed. So you cannot amend your
tax return now to get a refund. LL

This article has been presented by
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a
company which has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping services
to the trucking industry for over a
quarter century. If you would like further
information, please contact us at
800-697-5153. Visit our website at
PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s ﬁnancial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give speciﬁc
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.
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to trigger a split sleeper berth you
have to have 10 in the bunk and
a minimum of two hours to start
then the balance of the 10.
Bill Purdy
Truckers delivering hay to
wildfire-ravaged communities
Farmers, families, and truckers
all working together to help their
“neighbors” even if they are
hundreds of miles away. We need
more neighbors helping neighbors.
I love this! In a few weeks these
ranchers will need more help. Let’s
keep it going.
Sarah Therrien
You can always count on the
American truckers to band together
to get it done when there is a
crisis. Great teamwork. Great
job. Your hard work won’t go
unnoticed.
Steve Cooper
High winds overturn trucks
With high winds, it is time to call it
a day and haul the load tomorrow.
If they get upset, ask them, “You
want the load here at the dock? Or
scattered along the highway?”
Jeff Pearson
Oregon evaluating speed
increases for trucks
I believe that if we have one
speed limit for both CMVs and cars
we will have less road rage from
the cars that want to pass me in
my CMV while I’m trying to pass
another truck that is doing less

than the 55-mph speed limit.
Michael Knight
In my 18 years of being out here
on the highways, the split speed is
so dangerous to traffic. You have a
majority of trucks that are already
governed at 63 mph and up.
Please allow us drivers to do the
speed of all traffic – meaning one
speed limit. This allows traffic to
flow better and with a lot less road
rage. It is safer.
Barbara Lindsey
I think that would be a good
change. Makes it easier merging
on the highway and keeps traffic
going all at the same speed!
William Bruce Anderson
Trucks running at a slower speed
than the flow of traffic are a
safety hazard and causes traffic
congestion.
Walt VanDeburgh
OOIDA to Chao:
Repeal ELD mandate
E-logs might work on dedicated
route or LTL but with OTR,
especially reefer, they will cut
income in half with e-logs. We
deal with random shippers and
receivers that don’t give a flip
about how long they delay you.
Some even set appointments that
there’s no way. You’re late when
you leave their dock. Delivering
fresh produce will be out of the
question.
Mark Jernigan
Continued on Page 108

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
Income Tax Preparation
Bookkeeping Services
Quarterly Estimated Taxes
Financial Statements
Corporate and LLC formations
Non-ﬁlers
Delinquent income tax returns
IRS collection problems

KEEP MORE OF WHAT YOU EARN
AND LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

only

159

$

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

OOIDA
Corporate
Member
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YOURhEALTh
Buck Black, LCSW, LCAC
TruckerTherapy.com

Give yourself a break
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Tips to use
your resiliency
to your advantage:
■ Find the positives in life and
write them on paper.
■ Have faith in yourself
that you can overcome
obstacles.
■ Realize the amount of
money needed to live and
recognize that doubling
that amount does not
double happiness. Usually,
it doubles stress if you are
working harder to earn it.
■ We are all negative thinkers,
and this used to help keep
us alive in prehistoric times.
Today, it causes stress
and misery, which can
ultimately shorten our life.
■ Find time for the important
things in life.
■ Don’t deﬁne yourself by
your failures or even your
successes.
■ Gratitude puts things in
perspective. How do you
feel when you witness
extreme poverty?

The vast majority of successful
people have had to overcome
many obstacles in their life, and
they may still be ﬁghting, even
though it isn’t apparent. I recently
saw the famous actor Billy Bob
Thornton talking about how his
poor upbringing made him feel he
does not ﬁt into Hollywood and
how he is intimidated by some
celebrities. He has insecurities and
has been amazingly successful.
If he and other celebrities openly
admit to insecurities and feelings
of inadequacy, shouldn’t you give
yourself a break?
Life is not about feeling good all
the time. That is an impossible goal.
Life is about believing in yourself
and in those you care about, doing
the right thing, and trudging forward
in spite of feeling inadequate or
insecure. When you do this, life
will reward you the majority of the
time. Quit chasing that perfect life
and enjoy the life you have, which
is most likely better that you think!
We all have a lot to be grateful for,
which is so easy to forget. LL
Buck Black is a licensed clinical
social worker therapist who
specializes in helping truckers and
their families with anger and stress
management, as well as depression
and relationship problems. He is
licensed to provide treatment to
residents of Indiana.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reﬂect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s health situation is different.
If you have questions regarding
medical issues, consult your personal
physician.

© Katy_89 - Fotolia.com

Truckers see it all: crashes, death,
injury, the good in people, wellplanned days, and days when they
wish they had stayed in the bunk.
Many forget about resilience,
and some of us have never heard
the term. Resilience is the ability
to endure and overcome obstacles.
Truckers operate their resilient
trucks that sustain extreme
temperatures and run for over a
million miles.
A trucker is just as tough as his/
her rig, yet most do not know it.
Truckers are survivors. Who else
can essentially live the life of a
camper with more regulations than
an airplane pilot? In my opinion,
that is a true measure of resilience.
It is only natural to lose hope and
feel that things cannot change. We
forget our successes and dwell on
our problems. These are traits built
into all human brains. The more
social isolation and stress, the more
we believe we are failing or will fail
at any minute.
Commonly, I hear truckers talking
about how they are doomed and the
world is beyond repair. Many go
on to say there is no hope, and this
generation of truckers is the one that
will surely run the trucking industry
out of business.
Life has a lot of opportunities
when we learn to control our
worrisome brains. The fears of
running out of money, losing our
connection with the world, and
other anxieties are instilled in us
as part of our ancient survival
mechanisms. These worries will
likely keep us alive now but could
shorten our lifespan. Is this the type
of life you want to lead?
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Watch live TV
anytime, anywhere
Sling TV is a streaming service that offers the
ability to watch live television in addition to
video-on-demand on your TV,
tablet, phone or computer. For
drivers, that means viewing
sporting events or your favorite
television series in the comfort
of your cab as it airs – not
days, weeks or months later.
Many services are available
depending on the number
of channels you choose, and
no long-term contract is required. A seven-day free trial is also
available for new customers upon account activation. Visit
Sling.com/save19 or call 888-311-5120 for more information and
to subscribe. Restrictions apply. Circle No. 272 on Response Card

Keep your cool with
new trailer brake drums
A better, safer way to back up
The Bakkab Safe Backing System is a portable, industrial-strength
unit designed to eliminate your blind spot in any backing situation.
The wireless system integrates a camera, distance sensing,
depth-of-field, LED lighting and audio/video capture technologies
that give you a real-time indication of the remaining distance and
allows you to hear what others are saying to guide you from the
back of the trailer. Simply attach the unit to any ICC bumper or
trailer magnetically or via a strapping system and connect to it in
the cab using the iOS or Android app on your mobile device. Visit
Bakkab.net or call 920-422-7233 for more information and to preorder. Circle No. 275 on Response Card
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Webb Wheel Products, Inc. recently introduced
the newest addition to its innovative wheel end
portfolio – a new brake drum optimized for use in
trailer applications. The new lighter, cooler trailer
drum with patented Webb CRT (Cool Running
Technology) vents is designed specifically for
20K trailer axles. The vents increase air flow for
superior heat transfer efficiency and cooler trailer
wheel-end operating temperatures, managing
heat better than similar-weight brake drums. The
drum also provides a high strength-to-weight ratio
offering the lowest weight in its class at only
99 pounds. For more information and to locate a
dealer, visit WebbWheel.com or call 800-633-3256.
Circle No. 273 on Response Card

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land LineÕs advertising department from promotional materials provided by
selected manufacturers. The publishers do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Product Showcase.”
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Safety first
Great Dane recently enhanced its underride guard, or rear impact guard, to
make it both stronger and safer during rear-impact collisions. The new guard
is designed to help stop vehicles from sliding under a trailer in a rear-impact
crash, helping to prevent injuries. All Great Dane reefers, dry vans and
platform trailers will include the new guard as standard equipment beginning
later this year. And thanks to the guard’s bolt-on design, Great Dane will also
offer a retrofit option for 2007 and later models that can be installed at any
authorized Great Dane service center. For more information and to locate a
dealer, visit GreatDaneTrailers.com. Circle No. 274 on Response Card

The ultimate finish for trucks
Quarter fenders from Hogebuilt are handcrafted in the USA
and are available in a variety of lengths ranging from 24 to
34 inches long. Available in two finishes, the premium option
kits are forged from 304 stainless steel with a perfect mirror
finish. A mid-grade line is also offered and produced from
a 430 stainless steel with a mirror shine. For a more customized look, suspension specific brackets
are available for popular Peterbilt, Kenworth and Freightliner suspensions. All Hogebuilt fenders
boast a 3-inch side flange – the largest in the industry – that provides both a sleek look and the most
coverage to protect you truck. For more information and to find a distributor, visit Hogebuilt.com or
call 800-421-1589. Circle No. 270 on Response Card

Save time, reduce injuries
and improve fuel economy
The SmartValve electronic height control system
from Hadley is an invaluable tool for operational
success. It saves time and labor in many common
drop-and-hook situations, getting drivers back on
the road quickly. When installed on the drive
axle suspension, SmartValve’s all-in-one
compact system conveniently raises
the tractor frame over the ride height,
reducing the time and effort to couple
with trailers found at many different
ride heights. Fewer trips out of the cab
are required for adjustment, and there is no
need to crank the landing gear as often or as far. Visit
HadleyAdvantage.com or call 616-530-1717 for more
information and to find a distributor.
Circle No. 271 on Response Card

Winners

deCeMBer 2016/
JanUarY 2017
Spel-Lit light covers: Jim
Johnson, Clark, S.D.
Fatheadz sunglasses: James
Infinger, Jr., N. Charleston, S.C.

FeBrUarY 2017
Trucker Tough gear rack
system: Philip Clark, Granville,
N.Y.; Kenneth Ross, Rudyard,
Mich.; Daniel Wolf, Oakley, Kan.
FleetRunner Micro-V belt: Karen
Roth, Wichita Falls, Texas; Delmar
Wilson, Detroit, Mich.

If you have a product you would like featured in Land Line’s product showcase, send a press release with
a photo to Sharon_Costanza@LandLineMag.com. All featured products are subject to editorial review.
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on the road By Jon Osburn Skipper of “The Spirit”

Ride-along opens visitorÕs eyes to life of a trucker
Letty Thies, the director of Loyalty
Marketing at TravelCenters of
America, wanted to know what life
is like for a truck driver. So she
accompanied me and Sassi on a
recent 600-mile trip from El Paso,
Texas, to Laredo, Texas.
She had never been in a heavy-duty
truck before, so the whole experience
really opened her eyes.
To her credit, she did it right. She
left her fancy hotel in El Paso and
came to the truck stop and took a
shower instead of taking one at the
hotel. It may seem like no biggie, but
she was also interested in how trucks
pass. And she enjoyed eating at a
diner.
TA will probably send more people
on trips like this. They liked that

they got to see the backside of the
operation without being in everyone’s
face. Letty chatted with several of the
drivers on our stops, and she got to
see what it was like to have a
bird’s-eye view of the highway.
In other recent happenings, we had
another enjoyable experience at the
2017 Mid-America Trucking Show
in Louisville, Ky. Congratulations
to OOIDA Member Tony Justice
for performing on the big stage at
MATS. Tony has worked really
hard to get to that point in the music
business. I also want to congratulate
all of the winners of the Citizen
Driver Award. It’s a great honor, and
let me be the first to welcome you to
the club.
May is shaping up to be a great

month. Some of the stops will
include Shell Rotella SuperRigs
May 18-20 in Tulsa, Okla., and the
American Truck Historical Society
National Convention and Antique
Truck Show May 25-27 in Des
Moines, Iowa.
It should be a lot of fun. I hope to
see you there. LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has
also worked as a
paramedic and a Navy
hospital corpsman.
He lives with his wife,
Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and travels with his loyal
co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: MAY 2017
May
May
May
May

3-5
7-9
11-13
18-20

T/A, Savannah, GA
I-95 & US 17 South, Exit 87
Petro, Columbia, SC
I-77
Off duty
Shell Rotella SuperRigs
4145 E 21st,Tulsa, OK
Exchange Center at Expo Square
May 22
OOIDA
May 25-27 ATHS National Convention &
Iowa State Fairgrounds
Antique Truck Show, Des Moines, IA 300 E Grand Ave
May 29-31 Petro, York, NE
I-80, Exit 353
June 2-4
T/A, Oakley, KS
I-70, Exit 76
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Thanks to Western Star Trucks for their
generous use of the 2017 5700 EX
Phantom II as the new Spirit of the
American Trucker tour truck. Western
Star’s support of OOIDA, its mission and
its members is greatly appreciated.
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2017

Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com for
more industry events.

MaY
5-6 Midwest Pride in Your Ride Truck & Tractor Show,
Tri-State Raceway, Earlville, Iowa. For more information, visit
MidwestPrideInYourRide.org.
11-13 East Coast Truckers Jamboree, Kenly 95 Petro, Kenly,
N.C. For more information, visit Kenly95.com.
14 Mother’s Day Truck Convoy, Burle Business Center parking
lot, Lancaster, Pa. For more information, visit PhilaSV.wish.org.
18-20 Shell Rotella SuperRigs, Tulsa Expo Center, Tulsa, Okla.
For more information, visit Rotella.Shell.Com/SuperRigs.html.
25-27 American Truck Historical Society National Convention,
Iowa State Fairgrounds, Des Moines, Iowa. For more information,
visit ATHS.org.
JUne
10-12 Western Pennsylvania Pride and Shine Spring Show,
Stoneboro Fair Grounds, Stoneboro, Pa. For more information,
visit WPaPrideAndShine.com.

23-25 Texas Trucking Show, NRG Center — Hall C, Houston,
Texas. For more information, visit TexasTruckingShow.com.
JULY
13-15 Walcott Truckers Jamboree, Iowa 80 Truckstop, Walcott,
Iowa. For more information, visit Iowa80TruckStop.com.
14-15 Expedite Expo, Lexington Center, Lexington, Ky. For more
information, visit ExpediteExpo.com.
aUGUSt
4-6 Carlisle Truck Nationals, Carlisle, Pa. For more information,
visit Facebook.com/TruckNationals.
18-20 Eau Claire Big Rig Show, Northern State Fair Grounds,
Eau Claire, Wis. Visit EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com for more
information.
24-26 Great American Trucking Show, Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center, Dallas, Texas. For more information, visit
TruckShow.com.
SePteMBer
16 Wisconsin World’s Largest Truck Convoy for Special
Olympics, Pioneer Travel Plaza, Richfield, Wis. For more
information, visit SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix, AZ*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $8 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 9510, Wichita, KS 67277
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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OOIDACongratulations
OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Life Members

Barry Adams
Laquita Allen
Kenneth Allison
Roger Allison Jr.
Lester Angst
Essam Babkkir
Olvey Ballew
Glen Barrell
Jeff Barton
David Benge
Alan Berry
Walter Bickel
Donald Black
Bill Bleau
Jeanne Bodenberg
Mark Bondurant
Frank Bowman
Brian Bowser
Sidney Brakke
Brian Bremer
Nelson Brookins

Lewis Butler
Dennis Butterfield
Timothy Caldwell
Allan Cameron
Ronnie Cartmill
Norma Cates
Jeff Clayton
William Cody
Charlton Cooper
Johnny Craig
Jack Creech
Danny Dalton
Donald Davis
Sandy Davis
William Duryea
Howard Dutcher
Garry Eberth
David Edwards
Jana Edwards
Terry Eick
Carl Eppers

Neil Evans
Michael Eyes
Steven Fitzgerald
Roland Florez
Larry Foreman
Danis Fries
David Funderburk
David Gainey
Miguel Garcia
Frank Givens
William Glasser
Randall Grady
Brett Graves
Christopher Greenlee
Adam Grynasz
Bruce Guenther
Pedro Guindin Sr.
Perry Gullickson
Tony Gurley
Richard Haines
Calvin Hall

Larry Hall
Jack Hamlin
Ronald Hanson
James Hardy
Michael Hart
David Haselwood
Jamie Hawkins
William Heaton
Alan Helfer
Albert Hemerson
Kimberly Hemerson
John Hernandez
Mahlon Hershberger
Esther Hill
Waymond Hill
Tim Hofmeyer
Steven Holmes
Patric Honer
Daniel Hoon
Ronald Howard
Larry Huffman

Danny Huggins
James Huntley
Felipe Jaimes
Roger Jensen
Gordon Jones
Doug Kilgore
Kenneth King
Donald Koehler
John Komarek
Wayne Korn
Linda Lapp
Merry Leach
Charles E. Lee
John Lee
Dennis Leiding
Joseph Leopardi
John Lewton
Byron Lilly
Timothy Logan
Adrian Luckham
Ronald Lueck

Lloyd MacIver
Chong Marlow
Jimmie Maxwell
Eldon McFarling
Marvin McKee
David McKinley
Isidro Mejia
Terry Melzer
Jeffry Mertens
Bruce Miller
David Mills
John Mindy
Maximiliano Molina
Terry A. Moody
Lavonne Morrisey
David Mosser
Jeffery Murphy
Larry Myers
Keith Nark
George Nelson
John Newman

Senior Members
Julie D. Adams
Timothy A. Adams
Theodore H. Allavena
Lowell Anderson
Christopher W. Arledge
Betty F. Autrey
Daniel Olin Bailey
Sarbjit S. Bains
Jeff V. Balding
Jay K. Baldwin
Judith Lynn Baldwin
Jose Banguero
William H. Banks
Christopher J. Barabas
Karey Barabas
Wayne D. Barshinger
Frank T. Baumann
David L. Berven
Gary Bethard
Frank Black
Lance D. Blackstone
Robert Blume
Kenneth W. Bock
James D. Bollhoefer
Paul T. Bounds
Jeffrey Brink
Darren B. Brooks
Edward N. Brown Jr.
Ronnie Brown
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Robert R. Brunner
Kenneth Dan Buck
Duane R. Buettner
Darrell Buoy
Brian A. Burrell
Christopher Butz
Wayne Byrd
James Callaway
Thomas Camel
Nelson E. Campuzano
Richard H. Carlson
Eric G. Castaneda
Manuel Castillo
John Catalfina
Steven V. Claeys
Brian Cloud
William D. Coleman
Sedric Cook
Herbert L. Cooley
Mark D. Cooper
Bryan A. Covell
Linda M. Covell
Joey Cunningham
Albert M. Cusson
Darrel J. Daniels
Ray Daugherty
Larry W. Davis
Steven O. Davis
David H. De Pasquale

James L. Delk
Darrell Deneau
Larry L. Dick
Adolfo Douglas
Sinisa Dujakovic
Angela Duval
Rupert Kenneth Dyer
Tom Dykstra
Mark Eifert
Robert Eigenman
Patsy Lou Eilers
Beverly S. Ellis
Meldon P. Elmore
Gheorghe Epure
Dennis W. Faber
Mark W. Farley
Tom F. Fenstermacher
Virgil D. Fillmore
Ryan Fisk
Shannon Charles Fisk
Ovidiu Florian
Steve Folkens
Derek J. Friedrichsen
Alonso Garcia
Danny E. Gibson
Douglas W. Giem
Loretta Giem
Michael Gillman
Michael Goretzke

Herbert David Gourley
John W. Graham
Donald J. Gregory Sr.
Kevin Grimm
Kimberly Grimm
David E. Gross
Mike J. Guinane
Matthew Haken
Robin L. Halling
Benjamin T. Hammar
James F. Hannah
David S. Hardin
Robert Harkness
Jeffrey Harmon
Gene D. Harrison
William L. Hawhee
Don W. Hayes
Patti K. Heitman
Clay C. Helton
Daniel Henderson
Layne Henne
Robert P. Henry
Carroll W. Hinton
Michael C. Hinton
Corey D. Hoefs
Jeanette L. Holland
Richard J. Holland
Tommy Holland
Jerry W. Hoppe

Darryl G. Hoppel II
Michael E. Horn
Steve Hudson
Merle L. Hunsberger
David M. Jackson
Gerald D. Janssen
Junius Jarrett
Sharon G. Johnson
Shawn L. Johnson
Vertisay J. Johnson
Anthony Jones
Darrell J. Jones
Edward J. Jones
Charles D. Keiser
Nancy King
Jeanette K. Kirch
Robert Wayne Knop
Greg L. Knutson
David J. Kohlhase Jr.
Hazim Krasnic
Victor B. La Combe
Robert Lemi
David Lerum
Elmer W. Leslie
Jonathan Howard Lewis
Brett Lind
J. Alan Lindsey
Travis D. Livingston
Joseph P. Lizon Jr.

Craig F. Logue
Jean B. Louis
Brenda Lozier
Stefan Luchian
Deborah Maddox
James Edward Maddox
James D. Magera
Russell C. Marong
James L. Marshall
Chester Martin
Eugenio Segura Martinez
David M. McDaniel
Paul Allan McKinney
Paul H. Merideth
Alan D. Merrill
John Meyer
Iris Miller
James E. Miller Jr.
Robert L. Miller
Vincent Minieri
Vishnudat Mohabir
Richard Mondoux
Jason Morton
Karl S. Mundt
Otto M. Neidlinger
Ronald T. Newson Jr.
Barbara A. Nieland
Tihomir Nikolic
Steven R. Oltmanns
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For more information on becoming a member of
OOIDA, contact us (800) 444-5791 or visit OOIDA.com

William Newton
Steven Nidever
Elmer Nolt
Gary O’Brien
James O’Mara
Don Otero
Reid Palmer
Nicholas Pappas
Lonny Parmely
John Peek
Zaron Petty Sr.
Vincent Phillips
Jeff Pormann
Paul Pyle
Tammy Randolph
Orville Rayburn
Sharen Rayburn
Edwin Raymo
Richard Reisen
Raul Reynoso
Harry Rhoads

Perry Owens
Todd Papcun
Michael J. Parker
Miguel Perez
Robert Petherbridge
Elroy Pitre
Wade Pomeroy
James S. Porter
Kevin Potter
Mark W. Price
Wallace H. Pringle
Christopher Pruitt
Felipe Ramirez
Russell J. Redfearn
Michael Reyes
James Rhorer
Michael G. Rifenburg
Jesse W. Roberts
Jesel Rodriguez
Major Rogers
Charles Rohmer
David A. Rosborough
Sharon Rowland
Gale Ruff
Gerald E. Russell
Travis E. Russell
Mary Anne Ryder
Steven L. Sabo
Mark Saltsman
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Jimmy Rhodes
Brendan Ridley
Larry Roat
Robert Roberts
Edna Roof
Martin Rusek
Shannon Salter
Mahlon Saunders
Mark Schallhorn
Gary Schrimpsher
Mark Seal
Curtis Severs
Ronald Shoup
Steven Singer
Gregory Smith
Conrad Stewart
Darrel Stokely
Darrel Stoltzfus
Christopher Stone
Jack Stone
Steven Stone

Michele Schwarz
Stephen Schwarz
Gail Scobee
John E. Scott Sr.
Monte Selden
Nelson L. Shank
Jason Shaw
John M. Shofner
Timothy M. Siedschlag
Ronald S. Skudlarek
Raymond E. Slama
Barry Smith
Dale Smith
Jarrod A. Smith
Jonathan Smith
Warren N. Smith
Dennis R. Spangler
Connie A. Steele
Joe Stella
James V. Stevens
Craig D. Stone
Thomas M. Stoneking
Dennis Studer
Clifford D. Sweigart
Mark A. Tamke
Edgardo Tarazon
Donald E. Taylor Sr.
George R. Taylor
Ronald L. Thacker

Verlan Struik
Randell Swalheim
Willie Thomas
Charles Thompson
Robert Tuemler
Gene Tunney
James Tyra
Phyllis Umholtz
Steven Umholtz
Charles Upchurch
Jay Van Kampen
Todd Vaughn
Monica Veik
James Vernon
John Wade
Robert Wasicki
Robert Wesch
Larry White
Kimberly Williams
Michael Williams
John Willis

Michael W. Thompson
Terry G. Tidwell
Terry Torreance
Ronnie K. Trumbla
Travis C. Turpin
Pedro M. Urra
Phillip C. Utter
John T. Valentine
Bruce J. Vendola
Michael J. Virostek
Pavel A. Voskoboinikov
Krista J. Walters
Robert A. Wamsley
Matthew L. Ward
Christopher L. Wardle
Russell W. Weiss Jr.
Tony L. Werner
Brenda J. White
Frederick White
Rita M. Wildman
Matthew A. Williams
Gloria Wise
Dale Woellner
Peggy A. Wood
James Woods
Jimmy C. Wright
Gary Yarbrough
Nettie M. Yewell
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trUCKInG CoMMUnItY PaGe

Since 2007, St. Christopher fund has helped
1,837 drivers with $1,671,412.97.
SCF NEWS: Some drivers who have applied for assistance may not
be able to return to the road. We are pleased to announce we have
partnered with Fastport to help these persons find apprenticeship
programs to be trained in other transportation jobs.
Also, a special thanks to our
new sponsor, Dart Transit.

We can’t do it without you!
Support drivers today by going to
TruckersFund.org and making a donation.
Corporate Sponsors: Travel Centers of America • Red Eye Radio • Nemo Entertainment • NAIT • OOIDA
Blue Tiger • Watkins Christian Foundation • Ambest • Coffee Cup Fuel Stops

NITED FOR C
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For more information about the St. Christopher Truckers Development & Relief Fund, please send a letter to SCF, P.O. Box 30763, Knoxville, TN, 37930
or call 865-202-9428. The website is TruckersFund.org, and the email address is contact@TruckersFund.org.

Thank You
for helping plan our fundraising.
Your ideas, suggestions, and
certainly helping hands helped
many truckers during the events.
TruckersUnitedforCharities.org
Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

“Truckers and friends helping others one mile at a time.”

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY

The organizations featured in this section are not directly or officially affiliated with OOIDA or Land Line Magazine.

For more information call OOIDA’s Membership Department at 800-444-5791
98 LAND LINE
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OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through
May, 2018.

I bet you didn’t
see that one coming.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2018.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
MAY 2017
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Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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ACCOUNTING
MBA Tax & Bookkeeping ....................104
Taxation Solutions................................102
Todd Knapp, CPA ................................106

THE CLASSIFIED

MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 215,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (55%), small and medium ﬂeets (17%),
and company drivers (26%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,

Corporate Capital ................................103
Eagle Capital .......................................101
Financial Resources Group ................105
Legacy Financial Services ..................103
LightSpeed Dispatching .....................103
Neal Freeman Investments.................106
TBS Factoring Service ........................104
XFactors...............................................105

products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

LEGAL SERVICES
Coast to Coast Legal Services ...........105
Road Law.............................................101

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
American Truck Historical Society ...... 104
BH Tubes ............................................. 104
Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel ............ 104
Comfort Innovations ............................ 105
Cruise King .......................................... 106
DACﬁx.com.......................................... 103
Donvel .................................................. 103
Electrowarmth...................................... 105
Freight Movers School ................. 101,102
Gateway Supply .................................. 102
Great American Chrome Shop........... 103
Hadley Products.................................. 102
Phoenix Sleep Solutions ..................... 103
RoadKing Shocks ............................... 106
Silver Road Shocks ............................. 105
SouthPointe Radiator .......................... 103
Trucker Therapy ................................... 102
Van Alstine ........................................... 104
Weather Toppers ................................. 102

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS

800-255-6285

Circle No. 114 on Response Card

Paola, KS

Since 1958

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
Circle No. 43 on Response Card

Circle No. 80 on Response Card

Circle No. 174 on Response Card

Loadtraining.com ................................106
The Truckers Helper ............................101
Truckdriver.com ...................................105

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Broadway Express .............................. 102
Debrick Truck Line ............................... 101

Circle No. 126 on Response Card
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

Circle No. 69 on Response Card

Circle No. 261 on Response Card

COMMERCIAL CLASS PARTS & ACCESSORIES
Original Equipment Replacement Parts (OEM)
MINI AIR
COMPRESSORS

POWER
4-WAY MIRRORS

HEIGHT CONTROL
VALVES

FREE
SHIPPING

“I haven’t been home for
weeks and am feeling so
depressed ... I don’t know
what to do.”
Anger, stress and relationship problems are
common for many truckers and their families.
Phone and Video Conference sessions
for truckers on the road
www.TruckerTherapy.com 765-807-6778
Circle No. 240 on Response Card

Mention this ad

AIR HORNS
PARTS &
ACCESSORIES

Complete line of air valves
& smart valves
Visit our website for more
information on all of our products

www.hadleyhorns.com • (800) 875-4488
(847) 546-2775 (outside the U.S.) • Email: cpgllc@msn.com
Circle No. 154 on Response Card

NOW
HIRING
OTR Company Drivers/Avg. $0.56 per mile
★ Prior HHG and trade show experience a plus!
★ Driver “no touch” household goods
★ Owner Operators 70% pulling our trailers
★ Seasonal drivers too

Call 800-962-6683
www.broadwayexpress.net

If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,
then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

● 100% waterproof
● Made from high-quality vinyl
● Affordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

1901 W. Evergreen
Efﬁngham, IL 62401 • (217) 347-5900
Email: info@broadwayexpress.net

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

Weather
oppers, Inc.

Circle No. 219 on Response Card

Circle No. 184 on Response Card

CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to over 215,000
industry professionals*
Call 800-444-5791 to advertise.
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

ARE YOU A SOLE PROPRIETOR?
If so, park your truck RIGHT NOW and don’t drive
another mile until you incorporate your business!

Call 855-810-4114 now or
visit www.corpcapinc.com

Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.
CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH:

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz

• Getting Money
• CPA Tax Planning
• Bookkeeping Services • Asset Protection
• Living Trusts
• Equipment Leasing
• And More!

Circle No. 202 on Response Card

Our Customers Say It Best . . .
“I was a sole proprietor until I incorporated my
business with CCI. Now they do the bookkeeping
and taxes for my business, and I literally save
thousands of dollars every year.”

Circle No. 78 on Response Card

Bad CSA2010 Report?

– Robert Dowdy of Cisco Group, Inc.

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Lodding, President/Owner
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117

We remove log, equipment and
moving violations. $355 Flat Fee

800-494-7517 www.CSA2010ﬁx.com
Circle No. 148 on Response Card

Circle No. 139 on Response Card

NEEDED:

O/Os who want
to make money!
All types of equipment
We will get you paid in all major lanes

LightSpeed Dispatching offers freight
dispatching to O/Os across the nation.
We will get you TOP DOLLAR
on all freight movements. Call us now.
PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY DISPATCHING SERVICES

LightSpeed

Dispatching

Bus: 703-360-4524
Cell: 703-200-8045
Email: rogerdeansnell@yahoo.com

Circle No. 265 on Response Card

Circle No. 45 on Response Card

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years
Circle No. 158 on Response Card
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1-888-780-4894
Circle No. 105 on Response Card
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!
900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com
Circle No. 58 on Response Card

Van Alstine “G-1000” Tire Groover
Patented Design
Made in
USA

Take advantage of the thousands of
miles remaining in your tires
Fast

Circle No. 213 on Response Card

Accurate

Easy

VAN ALSTINE MFG. CO., INC., TRAPPE, PA

www.vanalstinemfg.com

610-489-7670

SUPPLIER TO MAJOR TIRE MANUFACTURERS
Circle No. 121 on Response Card

TRUCKER DISCOUNT
ROOMS, BAR & RESTAURANT

LUXURY HOTEL LANSING, MI

10 ACRES OF PARKING
PETS WELCOME
OFF I-96, EXIT 104
Special OOIDA Discount

Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel
6820 S. Cedar St., Lansing, MI 48911

www.causewaybaylansinghotel.com
517-694-8123

Circle No. 48 on Response Card

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings
Circle No. 144 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com
Circle No. 179 on Response Card
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

Got a ticket? Fight it!
• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Circle No. 2 on Response Card

Circle No. 248 on Response Card

OFF LEASE LATE MODEL OTR TRUCKS
FOR SALE WITH FINANCING IF NEEDED!
Low down payments, no minimum
FICO score, low weekly or monthly
payments. For information,
email: jstone1@kc.rr.com
or call John at 816-607-8944
Circle No. 151 on Response Card

15% Off

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!
Circle No. 161 on Response Card

Drop Today – Cash Today

NON-RECOURSE DEPOSITARDS LO APPLICATCIOHNESCKSS24/7
FACTORING FREE DIREFCRTEE FUFERLECE TRAFNRSEFE SETFURPE/E CRNEDOITRESERVE
•

•

12 volt DC Air Conditioner - draws 1.6 amps

NO MORE HOT WEATHER
$
IDLING FINES!
439

SINCE
1990

•

•

•

•

XFactors Financial

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net
Circle No. 249 on Response Card

OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

FREE

Purchase Online at SHIPPING
WWW.GETGOCOOL.COM
COMFORT INNOVATIONS 225-766-7719
Circle No. 128 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Classiﬁed Marketplace!
MAY 2017
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00
• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU
Circle No. 74 on Response Card

Circle No. 122 on Response Card

Circle No. 235 on Response Card

IRS Tax Problems can impact your life negatively.
Let us help you get your life back on track!
20+ years Trucking Industry CPA and Tax Resolution Specialist!

● File back years taxes
● Amended tax returns
● Resolve IRS & State tax issues quickly
● Penalty abatements
● Offer-in-compromise & installment plans
● Release of tax liens & levies

CPA

SM

America Counts
on CPAs

Call Now! 1 (888) 561-6600 www.tdkcpa.com
tdkcpa@att.net

Corporate
Supporter

Circle No. 166 on Response Card

THE CLASSIFIED
MARKETPLACE
Direct-mailed to
over 215,000
industry
professionals

Our audited subscriber base includes
owner-operators (55%), small and medium
ﬂeets (17%) and company drivers (26%).
With our pass-along readership, Land
Line reaches over 460,000 individuals. As
the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land
Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking.
From legislative and regulatory issues, to
equipment, products, services, industry
news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land
Line stands out as the primary business
publication for professional truckers.
Advertising in Land Line gets results.

Circle No. 111 on Response Card

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

Call 800-444-5791 to speak to
an advertising representative.
Sirius XM 146
106 LAND LINE
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From Page 89

OOIDA to Chao:
Repeal ELD mandate
Only issue I see is that it isn’t
just an agency regulation for
ELDs. They were mandated as
part of MAP-21. You have to
have Congress overturn a law
passed by Congress unless the
judicial branch does it. There is
no inclination to do so on the ELD
rule.
Glenn Kuehne
I own and drive a 1999 model
that I will put against any other
truck for safety and/or reliability. I
believe driver training, or lack of,
is one of the biggest factors that
lead to a lot of these senseless
accidents.
Bill Hirsch

OOIDA scores big victory
over faulty SFD data
I have said many times that
large carriers have SFD problems
because their companies have
safety scores that allow them
to operate when they should be
put out of business. It’s a typical
case of too big to fail on account
of minimal concern for who they
put behind the wheel. The race
to the bottom is a danger to the
traveling public. The cost to ignore
proven safe operators is a terrible
thing to waste.
Steve Davenport
FMCSA is not working on behalf of
the truck drivers!
Michael D. Lindsay

facebook.com/OOIDA
facebook.com/LandLineMag

Smiles all around.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
Circle No. 216 on Response Card
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adIndeX
Many of our advertisers will send you more information if you complete and return the Reader Response card.
Circle the number(s) on the response card that correspond to the advertisers below.
Response #

Page #

Response #

Page #

84 4 State Trucks Inc ..........................67

151 Financial Resources Group...........105

Response #

Page #

Response #

Page #

OOFI Scholarship...........................53

105 SouthPointe Radiator ...................103

Airtab, LLC ....................................69

112 Freight Movers School .................102

OOIDA Membership .................34, 59

130 STP .................................................2

144 American Truck Historical Society 104

114 Freight Movers School .................101

23 OOSI Business Services .................66

261 Taxation Solutions Inc. .................102

91 AmsOil Inc.....................................13

82 Freightliner Trucks ................. 72-73

15 OOSI Dental .................................108

213 TBS Factoring ..............................104

35 Apex Capital Corp. .........................37

69 Gateway Supply ...........................102

12 OOSI Life Insurance .......................95

TelTek U.S.A., Inc. ..........................74

169 BFGoodrich ...................................11

247 GiraffeG4 Systems LLC ..................71

17 OOSI MEC/HIP...............................91

174 The Truckers Helper .....................101

58 BH Tubes .....................................104

158 Great American Chrome Shop ......103

14 OOSI Occupational Accident ..........99

166 Todd Knapp CPA, PC ...................106

8 Big Rig Lending LLC ......................64

154 Hadley Products ..........................102

OOSI Over the Road Gear .............100

75 TravelCenters of America..............112

255 BorgWarner Turbo Systems ............29

147 Hogebuilt ......................................77

19 OOSI Passenger Accident...............55

218 TravelCenters of America..................3

184 Broadway Express ........................102

110 Howes Lubricator ...........................78

107 OOSI Pro Miles ..............................67

253 TravelCenters of America................39

94 CAT Scale .....................................24

226 Howes Lubricator ...........................27

24 OOSI Retirement ............................97

2 Truckdriver.com ...........................105

48 Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel........104

207 International Used Trucks ...............41

18 OOSI Short Term Disability ...........109

Trucker Buddy ................................98
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Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
• $25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
Circle No. 18 on Response Card
LAND LINE 109

By Terry Scruton LAND LINE NOW SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

roSeS to California
state lawmaker Sen.
Bill Monning, D-Carmel,
for sponsoring a bill that would
require CDL seekers to complete
30 hours of behind-the-wheel
training. And extra roSeS
for including Class B license
applicants, who would have to
complete 15 hours of driving –
seven of which must be on public
roads.
It’s just common sense to
require anyone seeking a license
to operate any kind of vehicle to
spend some actual time behind
the wheel of that vehicle. Too
bad the FMCSA didn’t seem to
agree with the vast majority of the
committee that helped put its rule
together.
And while we’re at it, here’s
a helping of raZZBerrIeS
for any states out there that
don’t require minimum behindthe-wheel training for everyone
seeking a license, commercial
or otherwise. Would you get on
board a plane knowing the pilot
was never required to spend any
time at the controls before getting
his or her license? Of course not.
Why should this be any different?

roSeS to Kansas Highway Patrol
Trooper Tod Hileman for his efforts to
rescue a trucker who was stranded
by a wildfire along Interstate 70.
It happened back in March after
Hileman saw the fire jump the
highway ahead of him and began
turning other drivers around.
Unfortunately, one trucker got
high-centered across the smokefilled highway as he tried to turn
around. Dash cam video of the
incident shows a visibility of just a
few feet and you can hear Trooper
Hileman yell to the driver to “Lock
it up and get in!” Once the driver is
inside the patrol car, the video shows

a harrowing drive through smoke
and flames along the interstate until
they are clear of the area and out of
danger.
Thanks to Trooper Hileman for
saving the day in what otherwise
could have turned into a horrible
ordeal.
roSeS to Eileen Grace Eagle
Bears, a teenager in Manitoba,
Canada, who happened to see
a trucker on a webcam stranded
during a snowstorm and decided to
do something about it.
According to the Huffington Post,
Eagle Bears was watching live
webcam footage from Manitoba’s
Highway 10 when she saw the
stranded truck. The next morning,
it hadn’t moved so she saddled up
her horse – Mr. Smudge – and rode
for about an hour through slippery,
snow-covered roads to the truck.
She knocked on the door, offered the
driver coffee, and asked if he was
OK.
The driver, who was not named,
said he was running low on
sandwiches, so Eagle Bears
returned a couple of hours later with
a hot meal. Hats off to Eagle Bears –
and Mr. Smudge – for their brave act
of kindness.

Got an idea for a roSe or a raZZBerrY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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raZZBerrIeS to
Illinois, New York and
all of the other states out
there that took a hard look
at snow removal laws this past
winter.
While we do agree that snow
or ice falling from the top of
a trailer can be dangerous –
it’s also dangerous to force
a driver to get up there and
clean the stuff off. Most drivers
don’t carry ladders with them,
so how are they going to get
up there in the first place? And
even if they do get up there,
can you imagine how slippery
and dangerous it is walking
around on a snowy, icy trailer
roof?
If they’re going to require
truckers to do this, maybe
they ought to require trucking
companies, truck stops,
shippers and receivers to
provide the safety equipment
and a safe space to do it.
On the flip side of the issue,
roSeS go to a mainstream
media report about truck
drivers that actually gets it
right.
It aired on WWLP out of
Springfield, Mass., with
reporter Kait Walsh.
Rather than put the blame on
truckers for not removing the
snow, Walsh did something
crazy. She actually went and
talked to truck drivers to get
their side of the story. Most
said they simply don’t have
any way of clearing it off. Most
truckers don’t carry ladders
with them, and even if they did
it’s not exactly safe for them
to get up there on a slippery
trailer.
It’s not news to us but I’m
betting it was news to at
least some of the viewers
at WWLP. Maybe it should
even be required viewing for
lawmakers before they pass
laws mandating the snow
removal. LL
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