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A grassroots movement is one that starts
with ordinary people who have no appointed
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approach to effecting change by mobilizing
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How to win
against winter.

Diesel Fuel Supplement® +Cetane
Boost® is a winterizer/antigel that
prevents gelling and protects against
fuel-filter icing.

Diesel 9•1•1® is a winter rescue
formula that restores flow of fuel
to engines caused by gelled fuel or
frozen fuel-filters.

To ensure peak performance of your diesel, go to PowerService.com
for our exclusive year-round maintenance schedule.

Performance

Winterization

Fuel Tank Hygiene

Maximize power
and fuel economy

Winterize
diesel fuel

Maintain fuel and
tank cleanliness

www.powerservice.com

Diesel Fuel Supplement and Diesel 911 are functionally compatible and can be added to diesel fuel at the same time.
FEBRUARY 2017

Circle No. 47LAND
on Response
LINECard
3

4 LAND LINE

FEBRUARY 2017

FEBRUARY 2017

Circle No. 82 on Response Card
LAND LINE 5

inside

february 2017
volume 42 number 1

COMMENTARY

14

OOIDA by the numbers

15

A plea from a ‘speed-limited’
Canadian trucker to U.S. regulators

By Jim Johnston

By Greg Grisolano

FEDERALUPDATE

as your advocate in the nation’s capitol and states, too,
ooida reports where we are with critical ongoing issues. By Todd Spencer

33 More states to pursue
fuel tax increases in 2017
By Keith Goble

39 I didn’t get health insurance in 2016,
Do I have to pay the penalty?
ASSOCIATIONNEWS

33 More states to pursue fuel tax
increases in 2017

40 OOIDA membership elects five to
Board of Directors
41 OOIDA, stiffed truckers win court go-ahead in
lawsuit against Pacific Financial Association
42 OOIDA v. CARB: Federal court may hear
oral argument as soon as April
42 OOIDA’s Morris named secretary for
DHS infrastructure security council

55 Roster set for Senate committee
charged with transportation oversight

STATELINE
30 OOIDA sets sights on
California split speed limits
31 WisDOT launches signs notifying truckers of
available parking spaces
31 I-81 widening project begins
32 Tolling in effect for
three Kentucky-Indiana bridges
35 Turnpike Authority to raise 10 bridges
for truckers
36 CARB
38 State watch

Your OOIDA membership card
gives you more than
80 discounts, rebates & more.

56 Aaron Tippin highlights music career
with award-winning ﬁlm

58 Life member shares secret to safety
Daryl Yearout reﬂects
on a 70-year career of safe driving
By Mark Schremmer

60 ‘Warrior 1’ provides
60 ‘Warrior 1’ tribute to veterans

6 LAND LINE

tribute to veterans
OOIDA life member honored
to drive patriotic big rig

See Pages 64-65

FEBRUARY 2017

© jimlarkin - Fotolia.com; © naypong - Fotolia.com; Submitted photo

20

OOIDA focuses on 2017

22 Tantamount to a mulligan for motor carriers
24 OOIDA: Behind-the-wheel time
should be required
26 FMCSA establishes database to track
drug and alcohol violations
28 OOIDA: Limits on VA doctor program
go too far

FEBRUARY 2017

LINECard
7
Circle No. 75LAND
on Response

inside

departments

february 2017
volume 42 number 1

10
16
16
18
80
84

EDITOR’S PAGE
TRUCKERS SPEAK OUT
INBOX
TRUCKER PERSPECTIVE
MAINTENANCE Q&A
TAX TIPS

62 A tale of two (failed) truck companies –
and the carnage they left behind

OOIDA

GRASSROOTS
GUIDE Õ17
‘All change starts with
a distant rumble
at the grassroots level’.................... 44
The real work starts with you .......... 48
You have a right to weigh in
on proposed regulations................. 49
OOIDA’s call to action..................... 50
The self-help approach .................... 51
Effective representation
starts with you ................................ 52
State legislative directory................ 53

68 Driver-facing cameras
There’s a downside for carriers
By John Bendel

70 Who will be the stars of

86
94
95
101
102
104

ROAD LAW
OOIDA GEAR
CLASSIFIEDS
TRUCKING COMMUNITY
PRODUCT SHOWCASE
CALENDAR

88 Your health

What is bipolar disorder?
By Buck Black, LCSW, LCAC

90 OOIDA on the road

Take full advantage of your OOIDA membership
By Jon Osburn

the ‘next gen’ show?

92 New life and senior members

74 Tandem Thoughts

106 Roses and razzberries

• What does the word ‘self-driving’ even mean?

By Terry Scruton

By Tyson Fisher

• States pursue, enact rules on use
of autonomous vehicles
By Keith Goble

76 Love’s has explosive 2016,

expects more ﬁreworks in 2017
With the 47 new locations in 2016, Love’s added
more than 3,000 truck parking spaces
By Tyson Fisher

78 Maﬁa secrets

Lots of thought and work delivered
a real ‘Ace in the Hole’
By Bryan Martin

82 Biz buzz

• MATS 2017: Look who is back
• Who’s that on the NY Stock Exchange
under SNDR?

Time to make those Louisville travel plans

Page 106

85 Hiring our heroes:

Veteran now truckin’ in new KW

76 Love’s has explosive 2016,
expects more ﬁreworks in 2017

PRODUCT
ase

Showc

you
can

WIN

New products
featured each issue!

land*line vol. 42, no. 1 february 2017 (issn 02796503) is published bi-monthly/monthly (9 issues in
2017 – february, march/april, may, June, July, august/
september, october, november, and december/
January) by land*line magazine, 1 nw ooida dr.,
grain valley, mo, 64029. Ph: 816-229-5791. copyright
2017 by owner-operator independent drivers
association inc. reproduction in any manner in whole
or in part, without permission, is strictly prohibited.
Periodicals postage paid at grain valley, mo, and
additional mailing ofﬁces.
Subscription Rates: 1 year – $32 (9 issues); 2 years –
$52 (18 issues); canada: 1 year – $42; 2 years – $68
POSTMASTER – send address changes to land*line,
Po box 1000, grain valley, mo, 64029-9998.

Page 102

8 LAND LINE

FEBRUARY 2017

© iStockphoto.com/Adrian Hillman; Photo courtesy of LoveÕs

83 MATS Q&A

FEBRUARY 2017

LINECard
9
Circle No. 91LAND
on Response

EDITOR’SPAGE
Sandi Soendker EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Believers have an edge
My neighbor recently gave me his
cheery forecast: “Last year was
awful; this year will be worse.”
I’m not buying into that crap.
No matter what happens, the world
is 4.543 billion years old, and
somehow I have managed to be
here for some wildly interesting
rides. I have my seat belt on for
2017 and I’m ready for another.
The upcoming year promises
plenty of high-speed chases, sudden
stops, opportunities and challenges.
Here at Land Line, we are bolstered
by what we see here at OOIDA

In the words of
Princess Leia,
“Somebody has to
save our skins! Into the
garbage chute, flyboy!”
headquarters. Empowered by
member participation and feedback,
the Association represents and
serves the needs of professional
truckers in so many positive ways.
We keep track of a lot of numbers.
Many call this analytics. We still
call them numbers. On Page 14,
President and CEO Jim Johnston
crunches a few to measure the state
of OOIDA in 2017.
At the beginning of each year,
Executive VP Todd Spencer
reviews some of the most
significant issues that saw daylight
last year and how OOIDA is
dealing with those issues. He
measures those actions and reports
to the Board of Directors. In the
same way, he has a report for you,
10 LAND LINE

too. With input from Government
Affairs Director Laura O’NeillKaumo and State Legislative
Affairs Director Mike Matousek,
Todd reports 2017 plans on
Page 20. You’ll read more on hot
issues in our Fed Up section.
Fighting on. When necessary,
OOIDA is not slow to ring up the
Association’s litigation counsel in
Washington, D.C., to discuss going
to court. OOIDA doesn’t hesitate
to take on regulatory agencies,
state patrols, large motor carriers,
state tax departments, brokers or
others to stop illegal practices or to
right serious wrongs. During 2016,
OOIDA attorneys were working
on eight significant legal actions,
including some major class action
victories and some ongoing battles.
In this issue, we report positive
updates on big cases that are still
very much alive.
Not a cough drop. The year
2016 ended with one event
that still has trucking abuzz. On
Dec. 1, the automotive press
flocked to Salt Lake City to the big
reveal of the infinitely ambitious
Nikola (pronounced NEE-kola)
One – the first hydrogen-electric
semi truck. Contributing Field
Editor Suzanne Stempinski’s report
is part of our “next gen” truck
report on Page 70, which also
includes a lesson from Professor
Paul Abelson, our contributing
senior technical adviser.
Essential tax time reading. If
you didn’t have health insurance or
had coverage and lost it, or it was
just too expensive, will you owe

a penalty to the IRS? You may be
eligible for several key exemptions
from Affordable Care Act’s tax
penalty. Associate Editor Greg
Grisolano has the info on Page 39.
Is he for real? Yep. I got a letter
from Life Member Jim Quigley
of Howell, Mich., who noticed a
member listed on our safe driver
list named Daryl Yearout. Daryl
was honored for 70 years safe
driving. Jim’s question to me:
“Really? More power to Mr.
Yearout if he is still jamming
the gears, but is he real or just
somebody having a little fun with
us?” Well, Jim Quigley, Daryl’s
real. And in this issue, Staff Writer
Mark Schremmer answers your
questions and, of course, the big
one: How did he do that?
It starts as a rumble. In
this issue is your OOIDA 2017
Grassroots Guide and annual
state legislative directory. This is
your playbook. Keep it. Use it.
Photocopy it for a sister or brother
trucker. It’s what you need to know
about being an outspoken believer
in a better way, an effective soldier
front and center. As an OOIDA
member, you’ve already got an
edge. Call your elected officials –
local, state and federal – and speak
out. Clue them in on the muddled
truth about speed limiters, and offer
solutions to cleaning up bungled
old messes like FMCSA’s CSA
program. Suck it up and submit
those comments on inept proposed
rulemakings.
In the words of Princess Leia,
“Somebody has to save our skins!
Into the garbage chute, flyboy!” LL
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Amateur Songwriter.
PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVER.

Trucking Moves America Forward says to the world that we are
MORE THAN JUST PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVERS. We are
parents. Neighbors. Friends. Getting home safe is our number
one priority, which is why Trucking Moves America Forward
supports the industry’s ongoing commitment to accident-free
driving. Because like anyone else, we have a lot to live for.
Visit the website and join the movement.

TruckingMovesAmerica.com
FEBRUARY 2017
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Tandem Thoughts
Astute readers of Land Line Magazine and our website have
probably noticed a few new features recently. Maybe you’ve seen
a headline with the “Tandem Thoughts” tag in front of it, or in the
corner on featured pages in the mag and wondered, “What the heck
is that?”
Well, Tandem
Thoughts is
where the Land
Line media team
shares opinions,
commentary,
humor, videos and
candid discussion.
We drop honesty
bombs, we poke
fun, we offer
provocative
analysis of news and events of interest to truckers. No topic is off
limits.
It can feature truth-squadding and myth-busting as Staff Writer
Mark Schremmer did recently when he took on the road rumor
saying that truckers with a 40 BMI or more would be kicked off the
road. Or, something a little more fun like a recent piece Associate
Editor Greg Grisolano did on Movin’ On getting its own museum.
If you’re already an eNews subscriber, guess what? You’re getting
a daily email linking you to new Tandem Thoughts content the day
it’s posted. If you’re not an eNews subscriber, sign up now, for
free. To sign up for eNews, go to LandLineMag.com, click on Join/
Subscribe, and select the Daily eNews option.
You can also access Tandem Thoughts online via the Land Line
website. Just look for the red tag.
Be sure to subscribe or check back often. There’s always
something new to see. LL
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It’s your participation
and constant
feedback that has
enabled us to
pursue our mission
of communicating
your concerns.

Association’s daily radio program – Land Line Now – is
heard on Sirius XM Open Road Channel 146 and has its
own website at LandLineNow.com.
In addition to that, if social media is your thing – we
are all over it. Our average daily reach on Facebook is
122,000, so it seems like a “thing” for more than a few
of you.
We also interact with you via OOIDA’s tour truck,
piloted by Senior Member Jon Osburn. The Spirit of the
American Trucker tractor-trailer was on the road last year
for 289 days. Jon visited with thousands of drivers as
he attended 12 events and stopped at 66 truck stops in
38 states.
Your participation and constant feedback have enabled
us to pursue our mission of communicating your
concerns and protecting your business interests, while
also keeping you up to date on all the issues and changes
that affect you. The keyword for 2017 is participation.
In this issue is OOIDA’s annual grassroots guide –
everything you need to know to make your voice heard.
Together we can and will shape the future. LL
FEBRUARY 2017
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Like anyone else, truckers have their own individual
opinions and can certainly speak up for themselves.
But when it comes to getting significant changes made
that affect their rights, the Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association has ensured a strident, unified and
collective voice since 1973.
Having grown from just a handful of truckers 44
years ago, the Association steadily sustains a robust
membership. In 2017, we begin with 158,712 active
members. As far as membership, Texas is No. 1 with
17,313, followed by Florida with 9,927 and Georgia
with 8,736.
On Capitol Hill and at statehouses all over the nation,
the Association continues to represent members in a
number of ways on critical trucking issues. OOIDA’s
national headquarters in Grain Valley, Mo., has 333
employees. The Association also maintains a fully
staffed permanent office in Washington, D.C., for our
government affairs people and for our director of security
operations.
In 2016, OOIDA filed 29 official comments on
rulemakings and info requests in the works at the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration and an alphabet
soup of other agencies like AASHTO, NHTSA, NIOSH,
EPA and FHWA. That’s one fully researched statement of
position every other week.
And I think it’s safe to say we had an active year of
members filing comments, especially on speed limiters
and sleep apnea. We also had a Call to Action for
Canadian members on electronic logging devices and got
a great response.
On the state level, we’ve been actively involved in
about 16 unique issues in 24 states. This includes truck
parking, towing reform, CDL training, tolling opposition
and much more.
During 2016, OOIDA attorneys were working on
eight significant legal actions, including some major
class action victories and some ongoing game-changing
lawsuits. In September of last year, we reached a
$44.4 million tax refund agreement with New York
state in one of those cases, overcharges that discriminated
against out-of-state truckers. Notices are now in the mail
regarding refunds.
Communication is a huge and critical part of what
OOIDA does, too. OOIDA publishes Land Line
Magazine, which is mailed to an audited 215,632
subscribers. It also maintains a correlating website,
LandLineMag.com, and its blog, Tandem Thoughts. The
Association’s home website is OOIDA.com. The

Commentary
A plea from a ‘speed-limited’ Canadian
trucker to U.S. regulators
We spilled a lot of ink writing
about NHTSA and FMCSA’s joint
proposal to mandate speed limiters
on heavy vehicles. Maybe you were
among the 6,500-plus who took
the time to file comments on the
Greg Grisolano proposal.
aSSOCIaTE EDITOR
Many of the comments submitted
offered thoughtful and well-reasoned
arguments against the proposal, which would cap
the speed of all vehicles with a gross weight of
26,000 pounds or more at either 60, 65 or 68 mph.
A few days after the comment period ended, I got
a call from an Ontario trucker named Craig Gable.
Ontario has a
speed limiter
“Most cars when they see
these wolf-packs of trucks, mandate in
they just put the pedal
place that
down and they’re by them.” restricts
trucks to
about 65 mph within the province. It is universally
unpopular with drivers I’ve spoken to who are from
the region or travel through it regularly. Craig was
no exception.
We’ll let Craig, who hauls dry van in Canada and
in the U.S., take it from here:
“Driving in Ontario, what I’m seeing is all of
the trucks clogging the two right lanes in threelane roads, all more or less going the same speed,”

he said. “And what’s happening is cars trying to
enter and exit the highway are encountering this
two-lane wall of trucks, all going more or less the
same speed. So they have to adopt more and more
aggressive driving techniques to break through this
wall. … Most cars when they see these wolf-packs
of trucks, they just put the pedal down and they’re
by them.”
The way Craig sees it, governing big trucks at a
slower speed than passenger cars “actively grooms
aggressive driving in small vehicles” – something
he doesn’t think anybody foresaw when the mandate
was passed in Ontario, and something he’s afraid
the regulatory agencies in the States are overlooking
with their proposal.
“Right now drivers in the states are downright
friendly compared to drivers in Ontario,” he told me.
“I just want to see the states avoid the catastrophe
that Ontario and Quebec (which also has a speed
limiter mandate) are playing with now.”
Craig’s solution to help open people’s eyes up
to the dangers proposed by speed limiters is a
simple one: Those in favor should spend some time
in the jump seat of a governed truck and see for
themselves.
“If you need to change someone’s mind, have
them tag along with a trucker who’s going to run
The 401 (highway) in Ontario,” he said. “They’ll see
what aggressive driving looks like.” LL

THIS MONTH INTRUCKING HISTORY
FEB. 13, 1987
the film Over the Top, starring
sylvester stallone, was released.
stallone portrayed lincoln hawk,
a truck driver who competes in the
world arm wrestling championships
in an attempt to win a new semi-truck
and start his own trucking company.

FEB. 21, 2003
the owner-operator independent
drivers association had its official
groundbreaking ceremony for the
expansion of its headquarters in
FEBRUARY 2017

grain valley, mo. the three-story
expansion gave ooida an additional
40,000 square feet to accommodate
its growing staff.

FEB. 4, 2004
a u.s. district court granted a motion
by the owner-operator independent
drivers association for summary
judgment in its lawsuit against
aafab of smyrna, ga. the lawsuit
claimed that aafab had refused
to return escrow funds to ooida
members James goode and fred

loveless following the termination of
their leases.

FEB. 22, 2007
clessie cummins (1888-1968) was
inducted into the central indiana
business hall of fame. an indiana
farm boy, he had no formal higher
education beyond the eighth grade.
in 1919 he founded the cummins
engine co. and made his name as
“father of the highway diesel.”
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Truckers SPEAKOUT

INBOX

land line offers polls on its website at
LandLineMag.com to gauge truckers’ opinions on
issues of interest. Here are some recent polls and their
results. Please note, the numbers have been rounded
and therefore sometimes may not equal 100 percent.

How is it safe to waive hours of service just because
it’s cold out? I’m speaking of the fuel haulers. Here
is my point. It’s OK to waive HOS, but the rest of the
transportation industry must still run under the FMCSA
hours of service. What a bunch of bull crap.
No (additional) wrecks from these guys who also haul
other freight. So tell me how this HOS is even needed?
Rest when you can during a state of emergency, but
you must take a break of 10 hours when there is no
emergency? Who is this rocket scientist that dreamed this
stupid law up anyway?
No logbook/ELD will ever save a life. Come on, think
about how dumb the law really is.
Dave Nickel
Friend, Neb.
Editor’s note: You said a mouthful, driver,
and said it well.

What do you think the next generation
of trucks will be?
Alternative fuel like hydrogen cells ....................10%
Hybrid ................................................................. 9%
Full electric ......................................................... 7%
Diesel but with new technology ........................71%
None of the above .............................................. 3%
Pain can affect your life and your job.
Do you suffer chronic pain?
Yes ....................................................................53%
No ....................................................................47%
If you were under a load and got a text
you were fired, would you:
Go ahead and deliver the load ............................ 5%
Abandon the load................................................ 7%
Return the load ................................................... 5%
Call the boss and see what is going on ............80%
Other................................................................... 2%

Add this to the book of dumb rules

Leave Barney to police the townies
Regarding State Legislative Editor Keith Goble’s story
reporting that small-town Ohio police authority is one
step from gaining the power to arrest. This is exactly
why the limits were placed on small-town police. There
was enough concern over the abuses and the use of local
authorities to use the police departments as a conduit
to raise local revenue without increasing taxes on their
citizens.
Steven Johnson
Burton, Mich.

The good ol’ CB
If you travel with prescription drugs,
how do you store them?
In the Rx bottle ................................................67%
In a pill organizer.............................................28%
Other .................................................................. 4%
If you were notified you had to do a
DOT physical over because the doc
was bogus, how mad would you be?
Meh .................................................................. 6%
Annoyed ...........................................................14%
Angry ................................................................17%
Danged pissed off.............................................64%
Check out our polls on LandLineMag.com. To vote, click in
one of the circles to indicate the answer that best fits your
opinion. When you click on “Vote,” the site will show you up-todate results, with your opinion included.

You know, for all the complaints about the CB and that
it’s old technology, it can and does warn you of accidents
ahead if anyone would listen to it. Especially in the winter
when roads are so hazardous. So, my advice is to keep the
CB on, even if it’s low, and when the weather gets rough,
turn it up.
Joy Schaut Ott
Escanaba, Mich.

Fake news
I loved your article on false info on the internet – the one
that appeared in the December/January Land Line. I wish
you had mentioned Snopes.com as a great source of fact
checking. Keep up the good work,
Wayne Alberts
Justice, Ill.
Editor’s note: Thanks, Wayne, it’s good to hear from a
life member with a membership number like 59 (member
since 1989). We use Snopes.com and give it a thumbs up.
Continued on Page 18
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Trucker
PERSPECTIVE
By Susan Wirth White
OOIDA Member
Hurricane, Utah

Mentoring: Experience
from the sidelines

Not too long ago, I was contacted by a woman who
had found me on a women’s trucking support page
where I had added my name to a mentoring list. I
recently retired with 36 years as a driver.
“Jill” already had her CDL and had applied for
training with a large carrier. She was ready to begin
preliminary classroom instruction and orientation.
I was excited to share what wisdom I have and
support her with positive input.
Following a week in the classroom, road training
began. After only a three-week stint, Jill was on her
own. We kept in touch. Things were not going well.
Stuff happens, hence the phrase, “School of Hard
Knocks.” The next week, her truck broke down seven
times. Computer glitches and warning lights, lots to
process.
She was not eating and slept little. She was
spending more time in the shop than on the road.
I advised her to carry lots of high protein snacks
when she didn’t have time to stop and eat and to
drink plenty of water. I could tell by her tone in our
conversations she was having doubts about this
career choice. By the holidays, she was worn out
and physically sick.
She texted me that the doctor informed her that
she was sleep deprived and under way too much
stress. She said that she may not be cut out for this
lifestyle. It is not for everyone. In her next text, she
said she had made a decision that she would not go
back on the road.
It was her dream and I was sad, but understood.
Student drivers are pressured to hurry and have little
idea of how to take care of their needs once turned
loose. A driver should have time to eat properly,
and if not, get by on some food that is already
packed and ready to eat. This must be included
in orientation. The stress of sleeping on the road
is another new experience, and it takes time to
adapt. When there is sleep deprivation involved, the
problem is compounded and takes its toll.
I wish I could have done more but I was glad I
could be there with experience, encouragement,
feedback, an ear, a shoulder to lean on. New drivers
really need solid support and mentoring. LL
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Thanks from a non-trucker
I simply wanted to take a minute to thank you – Jim
Johnston and OOIDA – for being a champion of our
nation’s commercial transportation infrastructure. I am
not a trucker. I hope I don’t need to be one in order to
recognize their contributions, and yours, to our vitality.
Without you, and them, we’d all fall ﬂat on our faces.
Thank you, again and again.
James E. Aubry
Vancouver, Wash.

ELDs and speed-limiters Ð recipe for log jam
I have been a driver for 37 years. I have driven trucks
that are speed-controlled most of my driving career. It has
never mattered how fast the truck will go; it’s all about
being able to pass another slower truck when you have to.
With all the trucks running at the same speed, all it does
is cause a log jam on the highway. The trucks that are
speed-limited now are the same ones with electronic logs,
and they are the ones I see running too fast in the 55 mph
zones or the construction zones so they can keep up with
the electronic logbook. It doesn’t know that you can’t hold
a steady speed.
The bottom line is they are all tied together. You (the
FMCSA) want electronic logs so you can keep track of
where every truck is at any time. You want it to go slower,
you want it to get better fuel mileage, you want it to be
safer. You want us to pay with our tax dollars for the
things that everyone in that city wants for free. You want
us to pay more for insurance if we don’t have the speed
limiter so the rich lawyers can get richer by suing us over
something that you didn’t want to ﬁx by allowing us to
do our job the way we have been doing safely for years
without telling us how fast we can run.
If you go back and take a good look at the statistics, you
might ﬁnd it’s not all the speeding trucks that are causing
all this mess. It just might be that a truck got in the mix
of a speeding car that just had to get in front of the truck
driver that was out doing his job at a safe speed.
Name withheld by request
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OOIDA focuses on 2017

By Todd Spencer,
executive vice president

L

ast year was an interesting
year to say the least, and as we
roll into 2017 our proactive
membership deserves thanks for
what they do. It certainly makes the
jobs of our government affairs team
in D.C. much easier.
The director of that team, Laura
O’Neill-Kaumo, has provided a
summation of 2016’s truckingspecific issues in Washington, D.C.,
and critical states across the country.
Each one of these successes is a
result of your influence and hard
work. Here are some noteworthy
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items from our 2016 wrap-up and
some of what’s ahead for 2017.

2016
the wrap-up
For OOIDA and truckers, the
biggest legislative news of 2016
was that Congress wrapped up its
session with the preservation of the
34-hour restart. For the time being,
it made no move to rush a speed
limiter mandate through.
The House language preserving
the 34-hour restart made it into the
Continuing Resolution – the yearend spending bill. The legislative
drafting error that caused us so
much anxiety this year has been
fixed, and we can continue to
operate under the status quo.
Members of Congress certainly
heard from OOIDA’s membership
on this matter. Thumbs up on
inclusion of the House language
rather than a cumbersome weekly
cap proposed by the Senate.
Congress says it best sometimes

when they say nothing at all. As
you may recall, a late-night Senate
amendment was tacked onto a
spending bill by Sen. Johnny
Isakson, R-Ga., earlier in 2016.
OOIDA went to the House of
Representatives and made as much
noise as humanly possible. In short,
the Continuing Resolution does not
contain a provision that compels the
DOT to release a final rule on speed
limiters within six months.

Other items of note
The speed limiter comment period
closed on Dec.7, 2016, with more
than 6,700 comments filed to the
dockets. Thank you to those who
voiced your concerns. In its 41
pages of comments, OOIDA cites
several examples from members
and other truckers who currently
drive speed-limited vehicles of the
challenges they face. OOIDA asks
the agencies “to recognize these
issues and withdraw the rulemaking
proceeding.”
About credentialing redundancy
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As your advocate in
the nation’s capital
and states, too,
OOIDA reports where
we are with critical
ongoing issues

Speed limiters are a
bipartisan issue that
truckers feel strongly
about.
and Transportation Worker
Identification Credential (TWIC) –
OOIDA has been working on this
issue for a long time. Finally, during
the past year, we have enjoyed
great progress. A special thanks
to Collin Long of our D.C. office
and OOIDA’s Director of Security
Operations Doug Morris, who have
continued the push for TWIC to
be the “one credential” required
for screening. These two made
great strides in 2016 by meeting
with government agencies and
congressional members. As a result,
we were able to announce that the
TWIC card is now recognized at
all military facilities and alleviates
a driver from acquiring a common
access card (CAC).
Also, TWIC has gone down in
pricing from $129.50 two years
ago to $125.25. (As you know,
rarely does a fee go down in any
government program.) They’ve also
reduced the fee to $105.25 for those
with a valid hazmat endorsement,
and a replacement card for all
involved is now $60. We still have
far to go, but we are moving in the
right direction. The goal is one big
check acceptable everywhere and by
all agencies.

201
7
what’s ahead
President Trump has commented
frequently that he intends to address
our nation’s highways within the
first 100 days of his administration.
There were no significant
FEBRUARY 2017

On the state level
Our grassroots work in the states,
headed up by Director of State
Legislative Affairs Mike Matousek,
continues to see progress. In 2016
we were involved with the success
of a House bill in West Virginia
enacted to bring needed towing
reform to the state. While it might
not be perfect, it would absolutely
have been much worse without
our involvement. Our progress in
other states is evident as well, and
in 2017 that list will grow.
Regarding other issues, we’ve
been part of efforts to enact antiindemnification laws in more
states, as well as defeat new lane
restriction proposals and truck
weight increases.
In 2017, OOIDA will continue its
work on parking issues through
the development of state freight
plans with target states including
Washington and Kentucky.
On an unpleasant note, we are
not happy with Rhode Island’s
new plan for truck-only tolls. The

changes to the Congressional
Committees of jurisdictions so
we suspect an infrastructure bill
will begin percolating in the
House. How Congress pays for the
administration’s desired outcomes
will be critical. Based on who we
are seeing on the transition teams,
the issues of privatization and tolling
will be discussed at the table.
Speed limiters are a bipartisan
issue that truckers feel strongly
about, and we anticipate hearings
and a lot of chatter on this.
The driver training standards are
now a final rule and heading toward
implementation by 2020. As you
know, OOIDA will be involved. You
can read more in this issue.
What about tax reform? It could be
coming this year and should provide
a legislative vehicle for lots of riders,
possibly some pertaining to trucking.

state law will now allow tractortrailers to be charged up to $20
to cross the state along I-95, and
it unfortunately won approval
from the Federal Highway
Administration. This sets a very
bad precedent for other states and
national policy.
In 2017, we expect to be
involved in several key issues,
including tort reform in Texas and
Missouri; truck weights in Texas,
North Dakota and Virginia; antitolling efforts in a number of states;
and the speed limit differential
in California. In fact, OOIDA is
calling into action California-based
professional drivers to address
the state’s speed limit variances.
California law now limits trucks to
55 mph on highways while smaller
vehicles can travel up to 70 mph.
Vehicles limited to slower speeds
are also required to stay to the
right. We need to get a bill to the
statehouse that will alleviate this
differential. LL

There could be good opportunities,
but at the same time this needs to be
watched closely.
As you know, truck parking is a
huge concern for OOIDA members.
MAP-21 is one of the more recent
transportation authorization,
and truck parking activities are
authorized under MAP-21 as
eligible activities for various funding
programs. Additionally, MAP-21
required Jason’s Law, which includes
a survey of state capability to
provide truck parking, an assessment
of truck volumes in each state, and
the development of a system of
metrics to evaluate parking. With
funding now available through
MAP-21 and Jason’s Law, states
need to be encouraged to update
their state freight plans to support
truck parking solutions. LL
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The Federal Update

When large motor carriers adopted
speed limiters, they found themselves
at a competitive disadvantage. Now they
want an extra stroke to even the score:
Make all trucks governed.

By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

C

alling it just one more in a long line of initiatives
aimed at getting the government to perform the duties
that should be the responsibility of large fleets – to screen,
train and monitor their drivers – the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association asked federal regulators
to reconsider a proposal that would mandate speed limiters
on heavy vehicles.
In comments filed Dec. 7 on a joint proposal offered
by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to
mandate speed limiters on vehicles weighing more than
26,000 pounds, OOIDA said the proposal is tantamount to
a mulligan for large motor carriers. They seek to “level the
playing field” because of “the competitive disadvantage
that they brought upon themselves by their own adoption
of speed limiters.”
“Drivers without speed limiters provide a more efficient
transportation option because they can operate at the speed
limit or the prevailing highway speed, and speed-limited
trucks cannot,” OOIDA’s comments stated. “OOIDA is
most concerned that speed limiters will make the safest
roads – the highways – more dangerous.”
More than 6,700 comments were submitted as of
the filing deadline. The majority of those opposed to
the proposal say the risks posed by increasing vehicle
interactions via speed differentials outweigh any
purported safety benefit of slowing large
trucks and buses down.
OOIDA opposes mandatory
speed limiters, pointing to
research that contradicts
the feds’ claimed
“safety benefits,”
as it would force a
speed differential
between heavy trucks
and other vehicles
22 LAND LINE

using the highways. That would lead to more vehicle
interactions, unsafe maneuvering and crashes, a study
of speed differentials shows. The Association challenges
the assertion that slowing trucks down will lead to safer
roadways, saying the data the agencies used to reach those
conclusions in the regulatory impact analysis is deeply
flawed, and fails to consider the documented risks created
by speed differentials between passenger and commercial
motor vehicles.
A Sept. 7 joint notice of proposed rulemaking by
NHTSA and FMCSA sought public comment on a variety
of issues connected with speed limiters, including whether
to set the speed at 60, 65 or 68 mph, and whether or not a
proposed mandate should include a retrofit for all vehicles.
The agencies claim that reducing the travel speed of large
vehicles will lead to a reduction in the severity of crashes,
thereby reducing the number of fatal and serious injuries
and reducing property damage.
In its 41 pages of comments, OOIDA cites several
examples from members and other truckers who currently
drive speed-limited vehicles, and the challenges they face.
OOIDA asks the agencies “to recognize these issues and
withdraw the rulemaking proceeding.”
“Trucks operating at speeds lower than the speed
limit create rolling roadblocks and barriers to on-ramps
that frustrate automobile drivers,” the comments stated.
“Trying to achieve or maintain highway speed, those
drivers make unpredictable and dangerous decisions
that cause accidents. Speed-limited drivers must drive
more hours under these more difficult driving conditions,
impacting their safety and health, in order to earn the
same compensation. The agencies have not taken into
consideration these serious safety, health and economic
consequences, especially on small-business motor
carriers.”
The Association cited split speeds as the primary
concern for public safety, something a speed limiter
mandate would exacerbate, particularly in states like
Texas, where speed limits are as high as
85 mph. Those differentials, OOIDA
argues, create more dynamic
interaction between cars and
trucks than if they were all
traveling predictably at the
prevailing rate of speed.
Only nine states still
impose differential
speed limits for cars
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Tantamount to a mulligan for motor carriers

Continued on Page 27
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Petition urges FMCSA to mandate
actual time behind the wheel in
upcoming driver training rule
By Jami Jones, managing editor

Four groups are making another run at getting actual
hours behind the wheel required as part of the upcoming
mandatory driver training for truck drivers seeking their
CDL.
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association,
Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety, the Truck
Safety Coalition, and Citizens for Reliable and Safe
Highways filed a petition in late December 2016 requesting
reconsideration of the final rule.

The final rule was published on Dec. 7, 2016, and will be
effective in 2020.
The final rule details the curriculum for individuals
seeking Class A and Class B CDLs to drive trucks
and/or buses. Additional curriculum segments are included
for specialized niches like hazardous materials.
The rule is a result of a negotiated rulemaking. FMCSA
formed a committee of 26 industry stakeholders and
charged them with developing the recommended framework
for a driver training regulation.
The vast majority of the negotiated rulemaking committee
agreed (two members disagreed) that a minimum number
of hours of behind-the-wheel training should be required.
However, the agency landed on a final rule that did not
include a required number of hours.
The final rule does not include a specified amount of
time required for behind-the-wheel training for either
the range or on-road training. Instead, the agency opted
for a proficiency-based approach that will accommodate
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individuals who learn at different paces. The trainers will be
required to check off on a list of skills as each is mastered.
That deviates from the committee’s recommendation.
The negotiated rulemaking committee agreed that 30
hours behind the wheel should be required. The committee
recommended 10 hours of range time, 10 hours on the road,
and an additional 10 hours to be split between the two as
needed.
After the final recommendation was voted on with the
support of all 26 members of the negotiated rulemaking
committee, two members – who represented the American
Trucking Associations and the National Association of
Small Trucking Companies – filed letters stating opposition
to a required number of hours for behind the wheel training.
The agency left mandatory hours behind the wheel out
of the final rule and blamed the inability to quantify the
benefit of requiring a set number of hours behind the wheel.
The Agency noted that it would study the results of training
without a requirement and make adjustments in the future if
necessary.
That’s not enough for the petitioners.
“The rule simply requires that candidates demonstrate
to their instructor that they are proficient in performing a
series of maneuvers while operating a CMV. In fact, the
agency notes that there is no requirement that a candidate
perform each skill more than once,” the petition states.
“Thus, this so-called performance-based standard requires
no BTW training at all for drivers who can maneuver a
truck trailer combination in an off-road setting included
in the CDL skills test, exactly the same bar that CDL
candidates have always been required to pass while taking
the skills test administered by state licensing agencies.”
The petition argues that there is support for required
hours of behind-the-wheel training from both Congress and
the courts.
In 2005, the United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit rejected a proposed rule for
driver training for being “woefully deficient,” specifically
because it failed to require behind-the-wheel hours. The
court’s ruling even cited a 1995 study from the Federal
Highway Administration, which determined that minimum
driver training criteria must include a set number of hours
behind the wheel.
In 2012, Congress doubled down on its intent for FMCSA
to develop a driver training rule with meaningful training
in Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century. In that
law, Congress specifically stated that any driver training
regulation must include a requirement of “behind-the-wheel
instruction.”
The groups are requesting that the agency put the final
rule on hold and consider the petition of reconsideration. LL
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By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

In three years, truckers and motor
carriers will be required to comply
with a final rule that prompts the
creation of a drug and alcohol
clearinghouse.
The clearinghouse is a central
database of the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration. The agency
says it will contain information
about drug and alcohol violations
by holders of commercial driver’s
licenses, and will improve highway
safety by getting ineligible drivers off
the road.

FMCSA also must notify
a driver when information
concerning that driver has
been added to, revised,
or removed from the
clearinghouse.
The clearinghouse database, which
was mandated by Moving Ahead
for Progress in the 21st Century Act
(MAP-21), went into effect on Jan. 4.
The compliance date is scheduled for
Jan. 6, 2020.
As part of the clearinghouse,
the agency will maintain records
of all drug and alcohol program
violations in a database and require
that employers use the system to
determine whether current and
prospective employees have incurred
a violation that would prohibit them
from driving a truck.
“Specifically, information
maintained in the clearinghouse
will ensure that drivers who commit
a drug or alcohol violation while
working for another employer, or
who attempt to find work with
another employer, do not perform
safety-sensitive functions until
completing the return-to-duty
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process,” FMCSA wrote.
Employers and medical review
officers or their designated
representatives are required to
report information about positive
drug tests, alcohol test results with
a blood-alcohol content of at least
0.04, test refusals, and other nontest violations. Substance abuse
professionals are required to report
information about drivers who are
going through the return-to-duty
process.
Tests not involving the Department
of Transportation will not be included
in the clearinghouse.
Motor carriers also must check
the database for possible violations
before hiring a driver. In addition,
they must query the database at least
once a year for current employees.
Nothing in the rule prohibits
employers from conducting queries
on drivers more than once per year.
According to FMCSA, the
clearinghouse will “follow” a driver
regardless of how many times he
or she changes jobs or applies for a
CDL in another state.
Owner-operators also must comply
with the requirements of the motor
carrier and the driver. Motor carriers
and owner-operators can designate
third parties to conduct the reviews.
Through the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association,
members can get connected with
a drug and alcohol consortium to
ensure compliance.
While motor carriers will be

required to check the database,
drivers do have some rights. Drivers
must be notified when their records
are accessed, and they must give
consent before a motor carrier can
make a pre-employment query,
annual query, or a full query, which
is required when a record is found on
a driver. FMCSA also must notify a
driver when information concerning
that driver has been added to, revised,
or removed from the clearinghouse.
Drivers have the right to challenge
incorrect records, and FMCSA
has 45 days to make a correction.
If an expedited review is granted,
FMCSA’s response time will be
reduced to 14 days.
OOIDA’s comments on the rule
asked the FMCSA to clarify that a
driver has not refused to submit a
drug or alcohol test when certain
circumstances cause a driver to be
delayed in reaching a testing facility.
OOIDA requested that FMCSA make
the clarification through guidance or
by creating definitions of the terms
“reasonable time” and “refuse to
submit.”
FMCSA didn’t make the change.
“The comments are related
to DOT-wide drug and alcohol
testing program requirements that
are beyond both the scope of the
Agency’s authority and the scope of
the final rule,” FMCSA wrote.
However, FMCSA said it is taking
steps to prevent motor carriers from
using the clearinghouse to coerce,
harass or retaliate against drivers.
“FMCSA has established new
requirements for reports and
violations based on an employer’s
actual knowledge or on a driver’s
failure to appear for a test,”
the agency wrote. “These new
requirements … call for the
employer to document the violation
contemporaneously and/or submit
supporting information, under penalty
of perjury, about the violation to the
clearinghouse.” LL
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FMCSA establishes database to track drug and alcohol violations

Tantamount to a mulligan for motor carriers
From Page 22

and heavy-duty trucks. OOIDA has lobbied extensively to
encourage states to move to uniform speeds for all vehicles.
Studies cited by OOIDA, including a 2005 analysis
of speed differentials on rural interstate highways by
Dr. Steven L. Johnson of the University of Arkansas, show
that as the speed of an individual vehicle deviates from the
mean traffic speed on a roadway, the number of interactions
between vehicles increases and the potential for accidents
increases. Johnson’s study found that the frequency of
interactions with other vehicles by a vehicle traveling 10
mph below the posted speed limit was 227 percent higher
than those moving at traffic speed. OOIDA pointed out
that while the NPRM quotes from that same study, it “fails
to include his finding that speed differentials lead to more
crashes.”
OOIDA’s comments also criticized the agencies’ cost
benefit analysis, identifying many deficiencies in the quality
of data used, including:

n Lack of real world data on the travel speeds of
heavy vehicles prior to a crash.

n Small non-representative samples of observed
travel speeds.
n The agencies did not know which crashes in
their baseline involved heavy vehicles that were
already speed limited.
Other national groups who filed comments opposing
the proposed mandate or expressing concerns with the
proposal include the National Motorists Association, the
American Farm Bureau Federation, the National Federation
of Independent Business, the Institute of Scrap Recycling
Industries, The National Shippers Strategic Transportation
Council, The Texas Public Policy Foundation and the
Michigan Department of Transportation. Several state
trucking associations also filed comments against the
proposed mandate.
The American Trucking Associations, which initially
sought a mandate on speed limiters in a petition filed in
2006, filed comments opposing the proposed rule. ATA’s
criticism of the proposed mandate is that it lacks the
necessary data and research demonstrating “it would not
create new safety hazards that might outweigh any safety
benefits anticipated by the agencies.” LL
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OOIDA: Limiting veteransÕ docs wonÕt ease DOT physicals
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

In late 2016, the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration
proposed a program to make it easier
for Department of Veterans Affairs
physicians to provide DOT physicals
for military veterans.
While the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association has
pressed for the program and is pleased
to see progress, the Association
expressed some concern over the
proposal’s definition of a qualified VA
physician.
In the notice of proposed
rulemaking, the FMCSA defines such
as only a “doctor of medicine” or
“doctor of osteopathy” even though
the requirements for a certified
medical examiner also include
advanced practice nurses, doctors of
chiropractic, physician assistants, or
other medical professionals authorized

CircleLAND
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to perform physical examinations.
The proposal stems from the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation
(FAST) Act, which requires the
FMCSA to develop a process to allow
qualified VA physicians to perform
DOT medical exams on veterans who
drive truck.
As part of the proposal, the FMCSA
will provide training and testing to
VA physicians to ensure they are well
versed on DOT physicals.
Currently, only 10 VA physicians
are included on the national registry
of almost 50,000 certified medical
examiners.
“OOIDA is supportive of making it
seamless for veterans to use the VA
system to help secure and/or preserve
their livelihood,” the Association
comments state.
However, OOIDA contends that
limiting VA physicians to doctors of
medicine and doctors of osteopathy

goes against the intentions of the
FAST Act.
“OOIDA believes that this limitation
could actually run contrary to the
purpose of the provision and would
encourage the Agency to change
the definition to promote ease and
accessibility,” the Association wrote.
“In order for this provision to be
successful, the agency should not only
allow for medical professionals to
easily access the training and testing
materials, but should also make it
attractive for medical professionals
to seek the proper certification to
be listed on the National Registry
of Certified Medical Examiners and
quickly begin servicing patients. …
The level of caution exercised by
the agency is likely not warranted
and may have a chilling effect on
encouraging medical professionals in
the VA system.” LL

FEBRUARY 2017

FEBRUARY 2017

LAND LINE 29

CALIFORNIA

OOIDA sets sights on California split speed limits
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

OOIDA is calling into action
California-based professional
drivers to address the state’s split
speed limits.
California law now limits trucks
to 55 mph on highways while
smaller vehicles can travel up to
70 mph.
The Association has maintained
through the years that speed
differentials are dangerous.
Mike Matousek, OOIDA’s
director of state legislative affairs,
has communicated to California
truck drivers the group’s intention
to get the issue addressed at the
statehouse.
Efforts to alter the state’s speed
rules for truck drivers historically
have struggled. A 2011 bill from
then-state Sen. Doug LaMalfa,

R-Butte, called for at least
temporarily reducing the speed
differential between cars and trucks
along a rural, 120-mile portion of
Interstate 5.
The state Senate voted by a 3-to-1
margin in 2011 to approve a fouryear pilot program that specified
trucks would be allowed to travel
5 mph less than the speed posted
for smaller vehicles on the stretch
of interstate from Woodland to
Cottonwood. The bill, however, was
killed in an Assembly committee.
LaMalfa said at the time the
legislation was intended to improve
traffic flow.
“We are looking for a more
consistent flow of traffic with
cars and trucks,” he told Senate
lawmakers. “A little higher speed
limit for trucks would allow them to
make a pass easier, and quicker, as

well as relieve traffic that tends to
collect behind while making those
maneuvers.”
OOIDA is renewing the call for
action to reduce the state’s speed
limit differential.
Matousek says action is needed
because speed differentials increase
the number of vehicle interactions,
add to already congested highways,
lead to more aggressive driving, and
ultimately result in more accidents.
“We are interested in addressing
this issue in Sacramento during the
2017 regular session,” Matousek
said. “Our goal is to eliminate the
speed differential altogether or, at
the very least, reduce it.”
He adds that it is important for
California truckers to help identify
state legislators who might share the
Association’s views and be willing
to work to resolve the issue. LL

Compliance made easy.
As an owner-operator you and your drivers must be compliant with
DOT drug and alcohol testing laws. You need to make sure you’re
properly enrolled in a consortium, your testing records are in order
and all test results are properly documented.
CMCI minimizes the confusion of mandatory drug and alcohol
testing and record keeping requirements. CMCI provides
customers with vital information regarding detailed record
keeping, driver and supervisor training and testing.
CMCI annual enrollment cost is one of the lowest in the industry
with your OOIDA Membership dues. Each enrollment includes:

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

All selected random drug and alcohol tests
Medical Review Officer services
National collection site network
Certificate of enrollment
Education materials
Supervisor training
Driver handbook
*additional site fees may apply

Call CMCI today for more information and pricing.
Your partner in mandatory drug & alcohol testing requirements
A division of Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association Inc.

(800) 288-3784
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WISCONSIN
MARYLAND/WEST VIRGINIA

WisDOT launches signs notifying
truckers of available parking spaces
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Wisconsin is the latest state to launch its Truck Parking
Information Management System technology that
informs truckers of available parking spaces at nearby
rest areas. The monitoring system is currently available
at four eastbound rest areas along the Interstate 94
corridor in the Badger State.
Electronic roadside signs along I-94 between Dunn
and Columbia counties alert truckers of the number
of available parking spaces at the four eastbound
rest areas located at: mile marker 43 on I-94 near
Menomonie; mile marker 124 on I-94 near Millston;
mile marker 74 on I-90/I-94 near Lyndon Station; and
mile marker 113 on I-39/I-90/I-94 near Portage.
Using sensors and cameras, the sytem will monitor a
total of 157 parking spaces at the four Wisconsin rest
areas. So far, roadside signs will be used. However,
WisDOT plans on making that information available
on 511 Wisconsin and other third-party apps sometime
this year.
The Wisconsin DOT plans on adding seven more rest
areas to the monitoring system by the end of 2017.
Funding for the monitoring system was part of a
$25 million Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant awarded to eight
states in the Midwest in 2015, including Kansas,
Kentucky, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio
and Wisconsin.
Each state received approximately $2 million to more
than $3 million. All eight states will also contribute a
10 percent match of the deployment costs. LL

I-81 widening project begins
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Interstate 81 in Maryland and West Virginia is getting
a makeover. The $105 million I-81 widening project is
underway and is expected to be completed in 2020.
Over the next several years, I-81 will be widened
between U.S. 11 in West Virginia and MD 63/MD 68
(Lappans Road) in Williamsport, Md., in Washington
County.
Widening will occur over a five-mile stretch on
I-81 and will result in a total of six travel lanes on the
interstate. Also included will be the reconstruction of
four bridges over the Potomac River and at Lappans
Road; reconstruction of the interchange with MD
63/MD 68; installation of storm water management
systems; and upgrading lighting, signs and guardrails
to enhance safety along this corridor. LL
Circle No. 35 on Response Card

FEBRUARY 2017

LAND LINE 31

KENTUCKY

Tolling in effect for three Kentucky-Indiana bridges
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Motorists traveling along Interstate
65 and State Route 265 near
Louisville, Ky., must pony up
some cash to cross three bridges.
The tolls in effect since Dec. 30,
2016, are part of the larger Ohio
River Bridges Project designed
to increase the flow of traffic
going in and out of the downtown
Louisville area.
Tolls are collected on the
SR 265 Lewis and Clark Bridge,
I-65 Abraham Lincoln Bridge and
I-65 Kennedy Bridge. RiverLink
uses an all-electronic tolling
system with no booths, lines or
stopping.
As with most electronic tolling
systems, drivers with a transponder
pay less than those paying bills

mailed to them. Trucks with a
transponder pay $10. Truckers
without a transponder that have a
prepaid account pay $11. Truckers
with neither a transponder nor a
prepaid account pay $12.
E-ZPass is accepted or drivers
can get a local RiverLink
transponder that is non-transferable
and works for only the three
bridges.
Accounts can be opened at
RiverLink.com or by phone at
855-RIV-LINK (748-5465).
Plans for tolling were introduced
in October 2015 during an interim
joint committee on transportation
led by innovative finance manager
David Talley. The proposal called
for a bi-state body consisting of
three Kentucky members and three
Indiana members to be the only

entity allowed to change toll rates.
The Ohio River Bridges
Project added the Lincoln Bridge
with six northbound lanes;
rehabbed the Kennedy Bridge
with six southbound lanes;
and reconfigured the Spaghetti
Junction at I-64, I-65 and I-71. An
East End bridge was built eight
miles upstream from downtown
Louisville, which is connected
to an extended Snyder Freeway
(841/265), including a 1,700-foot
tunnel under the Drumanard Estate
in Prospect.
Kentucky is responsible for
the downtown crossing whereas
Indiana is responsible for the East
End crossing. With a little more
than $1 billion needed for each
crossing, the project will cost more
than $2 billion. LL
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More states to pursue
fuel tax increases in 2017
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

Since the first of the year 11
states are collecting more tax at the
fuel pump. Elected officials in at
least 10 more states from South
Carolina to California are
discussing whether to adopt their
own rate increases.

Alabama,

In
the Association of County
Commissions is advocating for a $1.2 billion bond issue
for roads in the regular session that begins Feb. 7.
The plan would use a 3-cent increase in the fuel tax to
pay off the bonds.
Alabama now charges 19 cents per gallon on diesel
purchases and 18 cents on gas. The tax rates have
remained unchanged since 1992.
Gov. Robert Bentley has said he is in favor of a tax
increase. He believes residents around the state are willing
to pay extra as long as they are assured the money will be
used for better roads and bridges.

© naypong - Fotolia.com

Mississippi

Across the state line, the
Association of County Supervisors is among the groups in
the months ahead that are expected to push for increasing
the state’s 18.4-cent-per-gallon fuel tax for the first time
in 30 years.
Officials at the state DOT have said an additional
$530 million is needed in the next 15 years to address
existing road and bridge needs. A penny increase in the
excise tax is estimated to raise about $22 million annually.
Advocates say collecting revenue from everyone who
uses the state’s roadways is the fairest option available.
Opponents, including many in the Republican-led
Legislature, say a tax increase is a “no go.” Instead, they
anticipate a boost in funding via the incoming Donald
Trump administration.
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Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam has shown
interest in raising the state’s fuel rates. The state tax rates
now are 21.4 cents per gallon on gas and 18.4 cents on
diesel.
The Haslam administration says state lawmakers must
act to address the state’s $6 billion backlog in funding for
transportation work.
Supporters add that a tax increase could help the state
avoid borrowing to address infrastructure needs.
Critics say the state should first do a better job of
managing existing revenues before raising gas and diesel
rates for the first time since 1989.
Tennessee Transportation Commissioner John Schroer
has indicated that a bill to increase fuel rates will be
introduced this year at the statehouse.

South Carolina

Multiple bills in
would
tap taxes collected at the pump to pay for road repairs.
Three bills call for boosting the state’s 16-cent-per-gallon
tax by seven, 10 and 12 cents. A separate bill would
permit counties to raise local fuel taxes to pay for road
repairs.

Missouri

A
state lawmaker is pushing to get a
fuel tax increase enacted. Voters would get the final say.
Sen. Rob Schaaf, R-St. Joseph, is behind an effort to
increase the state’s 17.3-cent-per-gallon fuel tax rate. The
current tax rate has remained unchanged since 1996.
Senate Joint Resolution 3 would increase the gas tax
rate by 1.5 cents and the diesel rate by 3.5 cents.
Trucking groups in the state support efforts to raise
revenue for transportation work. However, they are
opposed to Schaaf’s proposal calling for truckers to foot
more of the responsibility to help bail the state out of its
funding hole.
Continued on Page 34
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OOIDA Director of State Legislative Affairs Mike
Matousek says the Association believes increasing the
fuel tax is the most equitable way to generate additional
revenue.
“Quite frankly a fuel tax increase is the only realistic
option in Missouri. Any increase should be applied
equally to both gasoline and diesel,” says Matousek.

Indiana

A dime fuel tax increase in
will also be
discussed in the state General Assembly.
Senate Republicans, the chamber’s majority party,
say a long-term plan will be discussed to address the
estimated $1 billion needed to adequately address roads.
A legislative task force has recommended fixes that
include tolls, a fuel tax increase, tying the tax rate to
inflation, and abandoning collection of the fuel tax in
favor of a per-mile charge.

Louisiana

Arizona

Out west, the
Legislature could take up
for consideration plans to raise transportation revenue.
At press time, the Surface Transportation Funding
Task Force is nearing the release of its recommendations
for helping the state raise $60 billion for needed road
projects by 2035.
A fuel tax increase is among the most likely options
that will be pursued. The state’s excise tax on gas
purchases is 18 cents, while the tax collected on diesel is
26 cents.
Adding a sales tax onto fuel purchases is among other
options being reviewed. In addition, pursuit of a VMT
tax is not off the table with ADOT reporting that vehicle
miles traveled in the state having more than tripled in the
past decade.
The Arizona Trucking Association told the task force
that collecting revenue via the state’s fuel tax is the most
equitable option to make improvements.

34 LAND LINE

– Mike Matousek,
OOIDA director of state legislative affairs

“The gas tax is very efficient. It is easy to administer,”
testified Tony Bradley, president of the Arizona Trucking
Association. I would argue it is hard to find another
revenue source that has the efficiency of the gas tax.”
He added that while a VMT tax gets a lot of attention
around the country “it is far from ready for prime time.”
“Let somebody else take the arrows for vehicle miles
traveled.”

California,

A
transportation task force
appointed by Gov. John Bel Edwards announced a list of
recommendations to address roads and bridge needs.
Among the options to win approval for further
consideration is a fuel tax increase. The tax rate is
unchanged since 1989.
Other possibilities include indexing the fuel rate to
inflation, raising registration fees, tolls, and publicprivate partnerships. Another option recommended by the
panel is to increase registration fees for truck drivers.

8

“Quite frankly a fuel tax increase is the
only realistic option in Missouri. Any
increase should be applied equally to
both gasoline and diesel.”

In bordering
a two-bill effort
would raise $6 billion annually to improve the state’s
transportation infrastructure.
The state fuel tax rates are made up of an excise rate
and a sales rate. After the math is worked out on both tax
components, truckers and motorists pay about 39 cents a
gallon.
Sen. Jim Beall, D-San Jose, and Assemblyman Jim
Frazier, D-Oakley, have introduced legislation to increase
the gas tax by 12 cents and raise the diesel tax by
20 cents. The tax rates would also be indexed to inflation
to allow for regular increases.
In return, California’s current collection method for
fuel taxes would be abandoned. No longer would the
state Board of Equalization annually adjust tax rates.
An increase of at least 3.5 percent in the diesel sales tax
would also be applied.
“Californians from every corner of the state demand
action to fix our aging roads and transportation
infrastructure,” stated Senate President Pro Tem
Kevin de Leon.

Montana lawmakers are considering whether

to pursue a fuel tax increase. A looming shortfall in the
state’s highway revenue fund has led to the delay of
$144 million for 30 highway projects.
Gov. Steve Bullock said more revenue is needed to
help get road work done. As a result, the state’s
27.75-cent fuel tax could be raised for the first time
since 1994. LL

For a complete rundown of state legislation, visit LandLineMag.com and click
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

Truckers are able to drive over water on bridges and
underwater via tunnels. The Kansas Turnpike Authority
partnered with engineering firm Burns & McDonnell
to perform another amazing task: raising bridges for
truckers.
Ten bridges along the turnpike on Interstate 35
south of Wichita will be raised anywhere from 12 to
15 inches. Increasing the height of bridges will allow
more trucks to pass through the highway, saving
truckers time by avoiding detours.
Some of the bridges to be raised are as low as 14 feet
and 6 inches, according to a Burns & McDonnell press
release. After construction, those bridges can be as
high as 15 feet and 9 inches.
At least three bridges have been completed, with the
remaining bridges to be completed by next summer.
Lifting hundreds of thousands of pounds of concrete
and steel is an engineering feat in itself, but the
engineering firm contracted by the turnpike authority is
able to complete each bridge in approximately 15 days.

Additionally, only the crossover is closed while the
highway remains open.
Completed in 1956, the Kansas Turnpike was built in
less than two years. That was relatively fast, Burns &
McDonnell Department Manager Rod Lacy told Land
Line. Built quickly and with vehicle standards of the
1950s in mind, bridges were low by today’s standards.
As a result, many truckers must take a detour
around the turnpike to avoid the low clearances. This
adds time to schedules and traffic for nearby small
communities. The lower speed limits on surrounding
highways that are typically two-lane roads further
slow down a trucker’s route. Elevating bridges could
potentially solve some of these problems.
“The turnpike is such a great road,” Lacy said. “Once
truckers get on it, it’s a pretty uninterrupted flow to get
from Point A to B.”
Kansas Turnpike Authority’s contract to lift the
bridges is no more than $3.7 million, or approximately
$370,000 per bridge. According to Lacy, that’s peanuts
compared to the cost of completely tearing down and
replacing a bridge. LL

KANSAS

Turnpike Authority to raise 10 bridges for truckers
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CARB sets even lower
emission goal for 2030
By Charlie Morasch, contributing writer

Circle No. 237 on Response Card
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The California Air Resources Board will attempt to
cut the state’s greenhouse gas emissions by
40 percent below 1990 levels by the year 2030.
In an announcement, made only weeks after the
election of Donald Trump, CARB’s top emissions
enforcer said that the march toward cleaner air –
and costlier expenses and deadlines for diesel truck
owners – goes on.
“Now more than ever, the nation – and the world –
are looking to California for leadership on climate
change and air quality,” CARB Chair Mary Nichols
said, according to a news release. “Denial is not an
option. We must plan, invest and transform.”
At press time, CARB planned to release a refined
and more detailed plan in late January.
Though California’s new emission goal is not
unexpected because it is in response to a 2006
mandate, the timing of CARB’s announcement
could be seen as reflexive. It appears the federal
government may move away from aggressive
environmental regulation under Trump’s term.
Trump announced in early December he was
appointing Scott Pruitt, former Oklahoma attorney
general, to head the EPA. Pruitt previously made
headlines by suing the EPA.
California is on track to meet or exceed the current
target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions to
1990 levels by 2020, as established in the California
Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.
CARB has been working with major truck
manufacturers during the last few years to encourage
the development of engines with lower emissions.
The new 2030 goal will “require contributions from
all sectors of the economy” and focus on zero- and
near-zero emission vehicle technologies. In addition,
CARB will focus on “integrated land use planning
to support livable, transit-connected communities,”
the news release stated. The air quality agency has
previously enacted and enforced multiple truck rules
requiring diesel particulate filter upgrades, ultra-low
carbon diesel fuel and reefer restrictions.
California’s new emission reduction target of
40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030 will make
it possible to reach the ultimate goal of reducing
emissions 80 percent under 1990 levels by 2050. LL
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Help when you need it...

One of the most important benefits available to all OOIDA members is access to
information and business resources. Over the years, OOIDA’s Business Services
Department has provided thousands of members with critical information for their
particular situation or to help them run their business more efficiently.
• Information assistance
• Interpreting federal regulations
• Compliance assistance
• Warranty issues
• Lease agreement review
• Carrier complaints
• Broker/Carrier agreement review
• Form 2290/HVUT filing

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Authority application and filings
Permit and licensing
Oregon bonds
Drug & alcohol testing
SCAC codes
BOC3 service (free for OOIDA members)
IFTA tax reporting (through third-party vendor)

If you need assistance or information regarding your trucking business, want help in
handling some of the paperwork, or are seeking advice on what you believe to be unfair
business practices and treatment, call OOIDA Business Services.

Call 800-444-5791

(or from your cell phone: 816-229-5791)
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OOIDA’s STATEWATCH

What’s happening in your state legislature?

By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

ALABAMA
Rep. Tommy Hanes, R-Scottsboro,
has a bill that would impose leftlane restrictions on certain highways
for professional drivers. Currently,
vehicles traveling below the posted
speed limit on Alabama highways
are required to stay to the right.
HB18 would prohibit vehicles with
three or more axles from driving in
the left lane on the state’s interstates
and U.S. highways with at least two
lanes of traffic. The ban would also
apply along roadways with at least
three lanes of traffic in the same
direction.

NEW JERSEY
A bill on Gov. Chris Christie’s
desk would allow three third-party
vendors to administer the knowledge
and skills tests required to obtain a
commercial driver’s license. S2364
specifies that one vendor would
be located in each of the southern,
central and northern parts of the
state.
Two bills on the move are intended
to give South Jersey residents
more of a say in happenings at the
Turnpike Authority.
The Senate approved a bill to
require the Turnpike Authority to
hold two regular meetings each
year on a rotating basis in Ocean,
Atlantic and Cape May counties.
S1675 would also require at least
one regular meeting of the authority
be held annually on a rotating basis
in the area of Salem, Gloucester
and Camden counties. One regular
meeting each year would also be
required in Bergen County.
S1674 would require
representation on the Authority’s
board by all regions of the state.
At least one of the seven appointed
members would be from Ocean,
Atlantic or Cape May counties.

MISSOURI
Rep. Charlie Davis, R-Webb City,
filed a bill to authorize driverassistive truck platooning technology
on state roadways. HB108 would
limit authorization to two vehicles.

NORTH DAKOTA
One bill would increase speeds by
5 mph on the state’s fastest
roadways. SB2057 would raise the
75 mph speed limit for all vehicles
on Interstates 29 and 94 to 80 mph.

Included in this issue
of Land Line you will
find the Grassroots
Guide on Page 44.
The directory is your
reference guide for tracking and
interaction on issues important to
you.
Here, Land Line rounds up some
recent actions at statehouses.
For a complete rundown of state
legislation, visit LandLineMag.com
and click on “Legislative Watch”
under the “Important Info” tab.

Michigan
Gov. Rick Snyder signed into law a bill to increase speeds for motorists on
rural interstates to 75 mph, while trucks could be authorized to drive up to
10 mph below the posted speed limit for cars. Another 900 miles of U.S. and
state-numbered highways could have speeds increased from 55 mph to 65
mph for all users. Changes in posted speeds could be made only after traffic
studies done by the Michigan DOT and Michigan State Police.
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OHIO
A bill headed to the governor would
permit all township police to make
arrests during traffic stops on local
highways. HB378 would remove a
50,000-resident threshold to allow
all township police the authority to
make arrests on national highways
that are not included in the interstate
system. The affected roadway must
be located within the territory of the
officer.
PENNSYLVANIA
Gov. Tom Wolf signed into law a bill
that revises the state’s rule on truck
inspections.
State law has mandated that trucks
with a registered gross weight in
excess of 17,000 pounds undergo
semi-annual inspections.
The new law instead sets up annual
inspections. A separate new rule
adds sugar to the list of commodities
that may receive an annual permit to
haul in excess of 80,000 pounds on
specified highways – not interstate
highways.
The permit rule is already in effect.
The inspection rule change takes
effect this month.
SOUTH CAROLINA
Two bills are of interest to truckers.
H3289 covers following distances
for autonomous large vehicles. State
law requires large vehicles to leave a
distance greater than other vehicles
on the road. Large autonomous
vehicles that follow another liketruck would be exempt from the rule.
H3244 would prohibit large trucks
from accessing the far left lane of
interstates except to pass. Certain
exceptions would apply, including
when no other vehicle is directly
behind a truck in the far left lane. LL
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

I didn’t get health insurance in 2016.
Do I have to pay the penalty?
By Greg Grisolano, associate editor

Pending any potential repeal and replacement of the
Affordable Care Act, the law at this time still requires
most Americans to have some form of qualified health
care coverage. Absent such coverage, the law levies
tax penalties against those who do not have employerprovided health insurance and who elect not to enroll
in a plan offered through a state, federal or private
insurance exchange.
But there are several key exemptions people may
be eligible for that will allow you to waive the
penalties come tax time. Those exemptions are based
on a number of circumstances, including certain
hardships, some life events, financial status, and even
membership in certain groups.
If you were homeless, if you faced eviction or
foreclosure, filed for bankruptcy or even had medical
expenses you couldn’t pay, you may be eligible for

a hardship exemption under the law. Other hardship
exemption categories include the following: if you
experienced domestic violence; if you were the
victim of a flood, fire or other natural or humancaused disaster that
It’s also important to note
substantially damaged
that providing false or
your property; or if
untrue information on a
you experienced the
hardship exemption notice death of a close family
is considered perjury, and member. You may
may be subject to penalties even be able to claim
under federal law.
an exemption if you
had an unexpected
increase in expenses due to caring for an ill, disabled
or aging family member.
The HealthCare.Gov website lists a number of
exemptions as well as the forms needed for you to
apply for one.
Continued on Page 43
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OOIDA membership elects five
to Board of Directors
Every two years, OOIDA’s voting members cast ballots to elect alternates
to the Association’s Board of Directors. In January, Robert Esler,
chairman of OOIDA’s Nomination-Election Committee, announced the
names of the newly elected board members. John Koglman, Michael
Kordi, Chuck Paar, Hamlin “Trot” Raney III and Doug Smith will be sworn
in at the Association’s Spring Board Meeting.
John Marshall Koglman,
Oberlin, Ohio, has been an
owner-operator since he bought
his first truck in 1972. John is
71 and a senior member of
OOIDA. He has already served
one term on the Board of
Directors. He’s hauled stone,
sand, pipes, lumber and more.
Currently, he hauls mulch with
a walking floor trailer and hauls
logs for a tree-crane service. As
a board member, he says his
duty will be to promote OOIDA
and to be active on member
issues.
Michael Kordi, Sunnyvale,
Texas, is 37 and is an owneroperator leased to a carrier. He
hauls dry van products primarily
between the Midwest and
West Coast. He joined OOIDA
in 2006 to take advantage of
services and discovered that
OOIDA is all about the same
issues that are critical to his
business. As a board member,
he’ll share this information with
other member prospects.
Charles “Chuck” Paar, Mount
Jewett, Pa., is 61 and a small fleet
owner with five owner-operators
leased to him. He has been a
member of OOIDA since 1989 and
is now a life member. With 43 years
of experience, Chuck believes it
makes him a helpful mentor to his
leased owner-operators. He also
believes good input from others
can result in truckers being better
business people. As a board
member, he’ll apply this conviction.
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Hamlin “Trot” Raney III,
Wake Forest, N.C., is 45 and
has his own authority. He
pulls a flatbed hauling various
equipment and materials.
Trot, who joined OOIDA in
2010, would like to see the
Association recruit younger
members, would like to see
new “blood” in the trucking
industry, and wants to be part
of that younger perspective.
His goal as a board member
is to be “part of the solution.”
Douglas Ralph Smith is a
life member from Bountiful,
Utah. He is 63 and has more
than 46 years of experience
in the trucking industry,
with 37 years as an owneroperator. His current operation
is dump truck and heavy
haul. Doug joined OOIDA in
1999 because he liked the
representation on issues that
matter to him. As a board
member, he’s ready to tackle
serious obstacles faced by all
truckers.

“Thanks to every single OOIDA member
with voting privileges who stepped up to
cast a vote,” said Bob Esler, chairman of
the nomination committee. “This is always
an important election, and I can’t say that
enough. Alternates are critical members of
the Board. All full members of the OOIDA
Board of Directors start out as alternates.” LL
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OOIDA, stiffed truckers win court go-ahead
in lawsuit against Pacific Financial Association
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

Attorneys for the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association announced in January that it has prevailed in an
ongoing legal action against Pacific Financial Association
with a successful appeal. According to The Cullen Law
Firm, OOIDA and several members will now be able to
continue their legal battle stemming from unpaid loads, a
bankrupt carrier and unsettled claims.
The Arizona Court of Appeals issued an important
precedent-setting ruling on Jan. 3 that OOIDA’s lawsuit
for breach of fiduciary duty under a BMC-85 trust fund
agreement could proceed.
The class action lawsuit was filed against Pacific
Financial in 2013 by OOIDA and Members Thomas and
Karen Moore, Jasmine LLC, and K&S Trucking. Pacific
Financial Association Inc. is a California corporation based
in Phoenix, Ariz.
The lawsuit alleged that Pacific Financial breached its
fiduciary duties under the BMC-85 trust by failing to pay
claims promptly; failing to terminate the trust when the trust
fund was exceeded; favoring certain beneficiaries to the

detriment of others; and engaging in conflicts of interest.
The Court of Appeals reversed a lower court ruling that
the lawsuit could not proceed under either Arizona statute or
common law. The appeal court concluded that such claims
were perfectly entitled to proceed under common law.
The Court of Appeals also reversed and vacated the lower
court’s award of $85,000 for attorneys’ fees against OOIDA.
The ruling paves the way for OOIDA to obtain discovery
from Pacific Financial and for the case to be tried on the
merits.
“The court’s ruling sets an extremely important precedent
in holding trustees like Pacific Financial accountable for
losses incurred by small-business truckers at the hands of
brokers who have failed to pay their claims,” said OOIDA
President and CEO Jim Johnston. “The case also sends a
clear message to other BMC-85 trustees throughout the
country and carries out the objective of protecting truckers
against ‘dishonest and financially unstable middlemen in the
transportation industry.’”
Johnston said that OOIDA will ensure that those interests
are “fully vindicated in its suit against Pacific Financial” and
other cases involving similar conduct. LL
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OOIDA v. CARB: Federal court may hear
oral argument as soon as April
By Sandi Soendker, editor-in-chief

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association has been
embroiled in a many-pronged court
skirmish with the California Air
Resources Board for almost four years.
In late December, OOIDA attorneys
were notified by the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 9th Circuit that the
Association’s initial case is being
considered for oral argument in April.
In the case, OOIDA alleges that
CARB’s Truck and Bus Regulation
violates the Commerce Clause of the
U.S. Constitution by requiring owneroperators residing outside of California
to incur monstrous costs to retrofit
their equipment simply to engage in

interstate business in California. It was
originally filed in the U.S. District
Court, Eastern District of California,
in December 2013. After surviving
multiple twists and legal turns, it ended
up on appeal in the 9th Circuit Court in
San Francisco.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit is a U.S. federal court
with appellate jurisdiction over a
number of district courts including all
four districts of California.
OOIDA President Jim Johnston
says the notification from the court is
encouraging in that “so far, the merits
of the case have not been heard by any
court.” OOIDA is represented by The
Cullen Law firm, the Association’s
litigation counsel in Washington, D.C.

Plaintiffs/appellants in the case,
along with OOIDA, include eight
small-business trucking companies:
Dale L. Curtice Jr., doing business
as Curtice Trucking Inc.; Nelson
Greenwade Sr., doing business as
Dream Team Express LLC; Lance
Henning, doing business as Lance
Henning Trucking; Leo T. Jolin;
Barry Vun Cannon, doing business as
NACO LLC; Johnny West; Richard M.
Hunter; and Russell A. Short.
The complaint names as defendants
Richard W. Corey in his official and
personal capacity as executive officer
of CARB; Mary D. Nichols, chairman
of CARB; and Matt Rodriguez,
secretary of CARB. LL

OOIDA’s Morris named secretary for
DHS infrastructure security council
By Land Line staff

Doug Morris, OOIDA’s director of
security operations, has a new role
with a national partnership that aims
to preserve and protect America’s
infrastructure security.
Morris was chosen to serve as
secretary of the Department of
Doug Morris
Homeland Security’s Partnership for
Critical Infrastructure Security – Cross
Sector Council. The council represents 16 infrastructure
sectors, including transportation systems, and coordinates
a national effort with both public- and private-sector
partners to enhance the security and resilience of the
nation’s critical infrastructure.
The cross-sector council provides a forum for the
sector coordinating councils to address issues and
interdependencies, and “serves a vital role in identifying
and disseminating critical infrastructure security” and best
practices, according to the DHS website.
Morris said his involvement with the council can have
a direct and positive benefit on OOIDA members and
the trucking community at-large, especially during major
incidents or severe weather.
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“When Superstorm Sandy hit New Jersey (in 2012),
many trucking companies were shut out of the region
due to access problems,” Morris said. “The Sector
Coordinating Council with the help of the Cross Sector
Council worked with the state and federal counterparts
on the Government Coordinating Council and directly
with the Department of Homeland Security’s secretary to
address the issues and open access up to delivery trucks
and trucks hauling essential goods.”
From 2012 to 2016, Morris served as the chair of the
DHS Highway and Motor Carrier Sector Coordinating
Council. He stepped down from that position due to term
limits but remains as vice chairman.
Morris joined OOIDA’s Washington, D.C., staff in
2009 as director of security operations, where he was
a key team member in the development of OOIDA’s
TRACER program (Transportation Alert Communications
& Emergency Response) and its transportation security
program. His job duties also include serving as liaison
to the Transportation Security Administration to redirect
information on highway and homeland security and other
safety issues to OOIDA members.
Before joining OOIDA, Morris worked in law
enforcement, serving 25 years as a member of the
Maryland State Police, including as commander of the
state police’s transportation security section. LL
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I didn’t get health insurance in 2016.
Do I have to pay the penalty?
From Page 39

Another key exemption is available for those who
were without insurance for only a short while. If you
were uninsured for no more than two consecutive
months of the year, you may be qualified for a shortgap exemption, and would not have to pay a penalty at
tax time.
Some of the exemptions, such as claiming
homelessness or experiencing domestic violence,
require no documentation. Others, like the eviction or
foreclosure exemption, or the utility shut-off notice
exemption, require only a copy of such a notice from
the last three years.
It’s also important to note that providing false or
untrue information on a hardship exemption notice is
considered perjury, and may be subject to penalties
under federal law.
Hardship exemptions must be mailed to the Health
Insurance Marketplace, which makes a determination
on your exemption eligibility. There’s even an appeals
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process that you can file if your exemption claim is
denied.
Another exemption is available to those who live
in states that did not expand their Medicaid programs
under the ACA, and whose income and household size
would have qualified them for Medicaid if the state
had expanded coverage.
To qualify, you must have lived in one of these states
at any time in 2016: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Idaho,
Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, Mississippi,
Missouri, North Carolina, Nebraska, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah,
Virginia, Wisconsin or Wyoming. Your yearly income
for 2016 must also have been below 138 percent of the
federal poverty level. This exemption can be claimed
when filing your 2016 tax returns.
There’s even an exemption if coverage is considered
“unaffordable.” That is, the minimum amount you
would have paid for employer-sponsored coverage or a
Bronze level plan is more than a certain percentage of
your actual household income. In 2015, the threshold
was 8.05 percent. This exemption can be claimed
when you file your tax returns. LL
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A grassroots movement is one that
starts with people who normally have no
official power or influence. It’s a bottomto-top approach to effecting change by
mobilizing ordinary but motivated people
to become champions of that cause.
In the words of former U.S. Senator
Tom Coburn, “a distant rumble at the
grassroots level” leads to all change.
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rumble at the grassroots level’
The history of OOIDA is

a grassroots success story

Photos from the OOIDA archives

By Greg Grisolano, Tyson Fisher and
Mark Schremmer
Land Line staff

The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association started out just that way back in
1973. Skyrocketing fuel prices following the
OPEC oil embargo provided the spark that
started a fire amongst truckers and culminated
with the founding of OOIDA.
On Dec. 4, 1973, a trucker from Overland
Park, Kan., named J.W. Edwards pulled his
rig across Interstate 80 outside of Lamar,
Pa., blocking all lanes of traffic on eastbound
I-80, and refusing to move until he got to talk
to somebody in Washington.
While the blockade was underway, a trucker
named Jim Johnston was at home in the
Kansas City area, preparing to run a load up
to the East Coast. He saw Edwards’ protest
on the evening news, and recognized him as a
one-time colleague from a local company.
Johnston said at the time of the broadcast he
felt it was about time somebody stood up for
the rights of truckers.
The blockade made national headlines.
Walter Cronkite himself interviewed Edwards
for the CBS Evening News.
Once the blockade ended, Johnston
and Edwards reconnected in person, with
Edwards catching a ride back to Kansas
City in Johnston’s truck. As they made
their way back, they stopped at truck stops
and held informal meetings with other
drivers. Edwards also began soliciting
$10 contributions as an initiation fee to an
organization that was to become OOIDA.
Johnston said it was that first go-round of meetings that
“galvanized our resolve” to do something.
“One thing we noticed when we were in D.C. was that
almost everybody in the world was organized except us,”
he said. “And most of those folks that we had to deal with
had entirely different solutions to the problems than we

Truck drivers park their rigs across Interstate 80 at the Lamar exit near Lock
Haven protesting speed limits, and traffic was halted in both lanes. (Courtesy of
Lock Haven Express & Annie Halenbake Ross Library)

Gov. Milton Schapp of Pennsylvania goes over compromise proposals for
ending the strike by independent truckers with then-OOIDA Vice President
Jim Johnston, left, and then-President Al Hannah, right. (Kansas City Star Feb. 6,
1974)

did. A lot of our solutions were their problems, and their
solutions were our problems. We decided the only way
we were going to get anything done was if we formed an
organization.”
He helped found OOIDA and has served as its president
for the past 42 years.
From a dedicated group of 35 members to more than
150,000 members today, the story of OOIDA is the story of
ordinary men and women in the trucking industry uniting
Continued on Page 46
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for a common cause and banding together to fight for
their rights. And like a lot of grassroots efforts, a single
symbolic gesture would serve as the spark for a growing
movement.
“It was sort of spontaneous stuff that started with a
little spark and then ignited into a bigger fire,” Johnston
recalled.

From small
Washington town
to Washington, D.C.
Her father was a long-haul trucker,
her brother was a diesel mechanic,
and she married a trucker. Maybe it
was in her DNA, but Joyce Hibma’s
Joyce Hibma
grassroots efforts sparked a truck
parking debate in North Bend, Wash., that was valuable
to a national dialogue.
Earlier last year, North Bend passed an ordinance
severely limiting truck parking at a pivotal point near
Snoqualmie Pass. Although the city won, officials had to
fight a difficult battle they were not prepared for. Before
Hibma started making some noise, the issue fell under
the radar.
North Bend’s parking ordinance was cast into the
national spotlight in 2016, but Hibma began noticing
the issue around 2012. A change within the city
administration and new residents from out of the area
led to a change in how the city viewed truckers. A city
favorable to truckers was now injecting idling and
parking restrictions into agenda packets.
Hibma became increasingly frustrated with the new
attitude toward the trucking industry and decided
someone needed to do something.
“I get real tired of seeing people that want to rant on
Facebook or social media and never want to do anything
about it,” Hibma said. “I knew I couldn’t be one of
those people.”
Once she spoke up, others started to fall in line.
Hibma felt the momentum building as support came
pouring in. In the days leading up to the next city
council meeting, Hibma felt that real change was
coming.
And then the council meeting came.
Three people showed up.
Despite the letdown, Hibma kept going. She reached
out to media who reported on the story. Calls were made
to Tom Kearney of the Federal Highway Administration
who invited her to one of four regional National Truck
Parking Coalition meetings (which she attended).
LAND LINE
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“I get real tired of seeing people that
want to rant on Facebook or social
media and never want to do anything
about it. I knew I couldn’t be one of
those people.” – OOIDA Member Joyce Hibma

Government officials began reaching out to her. She
received a call from an official at the Washington State
Department of Transportation regarding truck parking.
Hibma was even invited to the final parking coalition
meeting in Washington, D.C.
What started as an effort to stop parking restrictions
in her hometown turned into a loud voice in the national
dialogue. Although North Bend successfully passed
an ordinance restricting future development of truck
parking, the message was received by many, both inside
and outside the city.
Hibma acknowledged that attention to the cause is its
own success, despite the results of the original battle.
“You just have to be patient,” Hibma said. “There’s
not going to be any immediate resolution to whatever
you’re going after.”
Hibma’s advice to others thinking about starting their
own grassroots campaign?
“Don’t get discouraged. You’re going to get a lot of
doors slammed in your face, but you keep going until
you find that one door that opens, and it will happen.
You will have more letdowns than successes. Those
successes will lift you to the next level.”

Changing the game,
one state at a time
As efforts like those started by
Joyce Hibma heat up, organization
and strategies begin to fall into
place.
Take another grassroots level
Mike Matousek
effort OOIDA is involved in: towing
reform.
As with most grassroots efforts, OOIDA Director of
State Legislative Affairs Mike Matousek said the fight
against inflated third-party towing bills has been “slow
and steady.”
That is understandable when you consider the scope of
the issue, and that it must be tackled state by state.
FEBRUARY 2017

While the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers
Association has taken a stance against unfair towing bills
for years, the Association began actively fighting the
problem at the beginning of 2015.
“In 2015, we really started hitting it hard,” Matousek
said.
But before that was possible, OOIDA had to learn where
and how to start the fight. Some states already had existing
rules and regulations to protect truck drivers from being
overcharged during a nonconsensual tow following an
accident, while others weren’t enforcing those regulations
or had no process for receiving complaints.
“We had to familiarize ourselves with the existing laws
and regulations,” Matousek said. “That varies by state, by
county and metropolitan area. The rules and regulations
that govern third-party tows – there’s very little consistency
from state to state. We basically had to figure out what
the law was, what the regulations were, and we had to
figure out which states had a process for filing a complaint.
Once we got a handle on that, we started filing formal
complaints.”
During the past 18 months, OOIDA has filed about 20
formal complaints against overcharged towing bills. The
Association filed another 15 or so in states without an
enforcement process in place, just to get a complaint on
record.
In many of the formal cases, the respective governing
bodies determined that the towing companies had inflated
the invoices by thousands of dollars. In the cases of OOIDA
members David Coon and Derke Finley, they received
refunds of more than $2,000 and $4,000, respectively.
OOIDA has also worked to help states determine proper
regulations and set maximum-allowable rates for specific
services.
“Our most significant progress has been in West
Virginia,” Matousek said. “That includes a legislative
change we got done, as well as the individual towing
complaints we’ve filed there. We’ve also been working with
the state public service commission to actually implement
some new rules and rates.”
OOIDA also played roles in getting Colorado to finalize
regulations for heavy-duty tows, and Matousek testified
in a hearing regarding Louisiana’s existing regulations.
Arkansas has done a good job of speeding up its complaint
process, Matousek said.
The Association plans to continue its efforts to protect
truck drivers against towing companies looking to prey on
a driver’s misfortune.
“There’s probably no industry that is exempt from having
bad actors in it,” Matousek said. “You’re always going to
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“You’re always going to have bad actors,
and these bad actors have been getting
away with this so long that there was no
incentive for them to change. Hopefully,
the complaints we’ve filed and the new
rules and new regulations will give them
an incentive to change.”
– OOIDA Director of State Legislative Affairs
Mike Matousek

have bad actors, and these bad actors have been getting
away with this so long that there was no incentive for them
to change. Hopefully, the complaints we’ve filed and the
new rules and new regulations will give them an incentive
to change. Or those new rules can make sure the bad actors
aren’t out there taking calls anymore.”

Change begins with one
One phone call, one email, one Facebook post, or tweet on
Twitter. Many laws and regulations – and more importantly
impending laws and regs – often start small. One person
can alert a lawmaker to a concern or problem.
The following pages arm you, your friends and family
with the information you need to be the nexus to change.
The more you use these tools and participate in organizing
efforts with other OOIDA members, the more likely
truckers’ rights will prevail in the end.
The game is changing, and education and communication
are key. Huge issues like speed limiters, electronic logs, and
pressure to increase insurance requirements on trucks are
just a few of the potentially crippling issues anti-trucking
and anti-owner-operator groups are ramrodding through
D.C. right now.
Now more than ever, it’s time to keep your eyes wide
open, stay informed, and be ready to act on everything from
a town ordinance banning your ability to park your truck
at home to a push to increase your insurance to somewhere
upward of $4 million. LL

Grassroots bring about big change.
You just have to be willing to start
something bigger than yourself.
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The real work
starts with you
By Laura O’Neill-Kaumo, OOIDA director of government affairs

The buzz from the presidential election
of 2016 is still palpable and everyone
seems to be focused now more than
ever on the politics that play out at
the administrative level. While we
as individuals can’t help but feel the
mood of the country, we as trucking
advocates still have a very important
Laura OÕNeill-Kaumo
job to do for you with our work cut out
for us – and so do you.
It will be tempting over the next year, or even few years,
to continue to either praise or blame the administration
for what benefits or ails the trucking industry and for
any problems owner-operators and small businesses
may face. However, it is imperative to remember that
the administration, no matter who is occupying the Oval
Office, takes its cue from the House and the Senate. It is
easy to blame FMCSA for actions that they may take or
for failing to be active in areas in need of reform, but often
the agency’s ability to make decisions is limited to the
parameters Congress has established for them.
The real work – the real and most effective advocacy
that is persuading lawmakers to act – has to occur at the
grassroots level and has to begin with you. Lawmakers
want to hear from their constituents and be educated on
issue areas where they can make a difference. Most do
not know the first thing about trucking, which is why they
often fall for gimmicky ideas like “speed limiters will
make highways safer” or “we have to lower the driving

age because there is a trucking shortage.” We know this is
nonsense, but do the men and women in your state whose
job it is to represent you know that? More importantly,
have you told them?
In 2017, there are going to be even more advocates
representing special interests in the trucking industry. They
are well-funded and well-organized. The only thing that
can truly stop them is communication from the drivers
who are their own best advocates. Luckily it is very easy to
reach out to your lawmakers in today’s age of social media.
There are a number of ways for your voice to be heard and,
quite frankly, they want to hear from you so take advantage
of it.
Every trucker in this country is represented by one
member of Congress and two senators. Most of these folks
have town hall meetings. You can easily look up their
website and find a notice about when they will be available.
Also, many have office hours in an office location near
your hometown. Lawmakers split their time between D.C.
and their districts. You don’t need to fly to Washington to
have an impact. They have full-time staffs that are right
there, ready to speak to you.
If that is not an option because you are on the road most
of the year, you can send a message via email, Facebook
or Twitter to many of your elected officials. The best
place to start is to go to your lawmaker’s website or visit
FightingForTruckers.com to look up your representatives.
We even have an option available for you to immediately
make email contact. If none of those options appeal to you,
simply pick up the phone and call. Leave a message with a
staffer. Those messages do get through. LL

Connecting with D.C.
With the first session of the 115th U.S. Congress convened
in January, lawmakers are hard at work, so it’s time to start
the communication process with them.

Write Congress

Call Congress

For SenatorS
The Honorable (full name here)
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

You can call the Capitol switchboard operator at
202-224-3121 to be transferred to any representative’s or
senator’s office. All you have to do is provide the operator
your home ZIP code.
Try to reach your legislators at their district offices when
they are not in D.C. Contact information can be found on
their congressional website, on their social media page, or in
the local phone book under the government section.
48 L
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You need to know only two addresses to send letters to your
U.S. representative and senators, no matter who they are.

For repreSentativeS
The Honorable (full name here)
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

You don’t need to know what building their office is in or
what their room number is. You just need the right ZIP code
and your letter will get there. LL
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You have a right to weigh in
on proposed regulations
When it comes to elected officials,
most people know their voice in the
process is their vote. But, what happens
once those lawmakers are in office
and pass laws that in turn dictate that
federal agencies impose even more
regulations? Are you cut out of the
process?
Elsewhere you’ll read about talking to
members of Congress and how OOIDA
will help you stay informed so you can
be active on new laws they enact.
But what about FMCSA? Does a
truck driver have a voice there? The
short answer: You bet.
The rulemaking process, which
arrives at new regulations that can
dictate almost any aspect of your
trucking life, is open to the public and
you do have a voice. Unfortunately, not
many truckers take advantage of it.
Speed limiters, for example. It
appeared to be the one thing that all
truckers agreed on. It’s a bad idea
and it’s unsafe. Yet out of some
3 million-plus truckers not even 7,000
truckers took advantage of their right to
comment on the proposed regulation.
Of course OOIDA did. But that’s not
enough. Truckers must be involved in
this critical part of the process.
Don’t let the process intimidate you.
It’s actually pretty simple.
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, for example, collects
comments on its “docket” located at
Regulations.gov.
Before you start through the
electronic process on the Internet, be
sure you have the correct Docket ID.
This is how the system knows what you
are specifically talking about in your
comments.
The Docket ID identifies a
regulatory action the agency is putting
in the record for public view and
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possible comment. It will contain
a series of letters and numbers
separated by dashes. For example,
FMCSA-2014-0083 is the docket
related to the proposed speed limiter
mandate. (Don’t bother commenting on
it now because it’s closed, but you may
get another chance later.) The dashes
are critical when looking up a particular
rulemaking. When you’re searching for
a specific document to comment on, if
you use the dashes incorrectly – or not
at all – you won’t find the document
you’re looking for.
The box below will walk you through
n Go to Regulations.gov
n Fill in the “Search” field with the
Docket ID and either hit “enter” or
click on “Search.”
n Click on the title of the docket you
want to comment on. Once on that
page a “Comment Now” button will
appear. Click on the icon.
n Type in your comment
n Fill in your name (You can do it
anonymously, but names are better)
n You don’t have to give your contact
info (If you do, it will appear with your
comments)
n Under category, select “Public
Comment(s)”
n Hit continue
n Preview your comments
n Hit “I read and understand the
statement above”
n Click “Submit comments”

finding the docket that is open for
comments and through the commenting
process.
You can have someone else do it for
you online, too, if you want to enlist a
kid, grandkid or tech-savvy friend to
help. The steps are the same except that
on the first page they should click that
they are submitting for a third party and
fill out their info as the representative.
The other fields are unnecessary.
Of course, submitting comments
electronically via the internet isn’t your
only option. Do you prefer to handwrite or type it out and fax it? Easy
enough. On the top of the page include
the Docket ID. Make sure you include
your name. Then you can:
Fax COMMENTS with the
Docket ID number to 202-493-2251;
MaIL COMMENTS with the
Docket ID number to:
Docket Management Facility
U.S. Department of Transportation
Room W-12-140, 1200 New Jersey
Ave. SE, Washington, DC 20590-0001

Or, if you are super ambitious, hand
deliver comments between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m. Monday through Friday except on
federal holidays to the ground floor of
the U.S. Department of Transportation
building, Room W-12-140, 1200 New
Jersey Ave. SE, Washington, D.C. LL
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OOIDA’s
Call to Action
Truckers are critical
to the process
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

For more than four decades OOIDA has been
squarely committed to getting the word out on
important issues affecting professional drivers.
Through the years the method of informing
truckers has undergone a significant transformation.
For much of the time truckers were limited to postal
mail and hit-or-miss phone calls.

Now, thanks to the internet, email, satellite radio
and social media, OOIDA can relay info quickly
to truckers about important issues. Land Line
Magazine produces daily news online for OOIDA’s
websites, and Land Line Now broadcasts twice
daily on Sirius XM. OOIDA also taps its vast
e-directory when necessary for instant Call to
Action blasts.
OOIDA’s Call to Action Team closely tracks
hot-button issues being discussed in Washington,
D.C., as well as in statehouses, state agencies and in
communities across the country.
If you are not already among the 80,000 truckers
dialed in to daily happenings, it’s time you
answered the call.
Sign up at FightingForTruckers.com. Simply click
on the “Go” button under “Register for OOIDA
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Calls to Action.” You can also call OOIDA at
816-229-5791 and ask to be added to the Call to
Action contact list. It’s important to keep a current
email address on file. If you add an email or change it,
contact the OOIDA Membership Department.
After receiving your alert, it is essential you contact
your elected official(s), whose information will
be provided; visit their office(s) for a face-to-face
conversation; when possible, attend a meeting where
they are present for discussion; or submit comments.
Calls to Action are the best, and quickest, way
to communicate your views to those officials who
represent you. LL
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OOIDA’s Call to Action Team
closely tracks hot-button
issues being discussed in
Washington, D.C., as well as in
statehouses, state agencies and
in communities across
the country.
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The self-help approach
Taking matters into your own hands
By Keith Goble,
state legislative editor

OOIDA members regularly
act to improve local, state and/
or federal rules. Whether it
is through communication
with elected officials, running
for office, or offering insight
through testimony to various
panels and committees, there
are many ways to have a say
in what happens at all levels of
government.
Despite lending your voice
and expertise on various issues
that affect you, you may see the
actions or inaction of elected
officials complicating progress.
Justifiably, this can dampen any
enthusiasm to effect change.
But it shouldn’t. Options are
available for people to get
local, state or regional issues on
the ballot.
When elected officials are not doing
enough to address important issues,
the public typically can pursue ballot
measures to get issues before voters.
The three types of ballot measures are
initiatives, referendums and recalls.
Initiatives are a tool for registered
voters to offer proposals to change
or create laws. They require the
collection of a predetermined number
of signatures on a petition to get
questions on the ballot. The initiative
process is available in 24 states.
Using the initiative process, citizens
can elicit a public vote on proposed
statutes or amendments to a state
constitution. The process is also used
to ask advisory questions and propose
memorials – nonbinding laws.
Referendums come in two
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n Initiative and popular referendum
n Popular referendum only
n Initiative constitutional amendments only
(Source: Initiative & Referendum Institute)

There is no provision for any
sort of ballot proposition at
the federal level. However,
the initiative and referendum
process is available in
thousands of counties, cities
and towns across America.
forms. The first kind is a popular
referendum. Similar to initiatives, it
requires registered voters in 24 states
to collect a predetermined number of
signatures to qualify a question for
the ballot on whether to repeal a law
enacted by state legislators.
The second form is a legislative
referendum. Allowed in all states,

this process is used by state officials
or other government agencies to
put before voters propositions that
typically create statutes, amend
the state constitution, or refer bond
questions.
Recalls are initiated by the public
to remove an elected official from
office before his or her term expires.
A predetermined number of signatures
are required for a recall election.
If your state does not offer an
initiative or referenda process,
there’s no reason for that to deter
your involvement. Residents have
every right to put pressure on elected
officials to make the necessary
changes in statutes to allow people
greater control over their local and
state rules. LL
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Effective representation
starts with you
By Mike Matousek, OOIDA director
of state legislative affairs

OOIDA’s 2017 state legislative agenda is shaping up as
another busy year. We’ve already seen state legislatures
introduce legislation regarding lane restrictions, truck
weights, tolling, tort reform, and speed limits.
As always, our agenda is directed by our executive
leadership, board of directors, and individual members.
It also varies based on proposals that are introduced by
legislators across the country, and sometimes we have
very little control over that. In short, we have to be
proactive and reactive.
Transportation funding will always be a hot topic.
With a change in the White House, we’re expecting a
renewed effort by some to increase the use of toll roads
to pay for our roads and bridges. Michigan, Missouri and
Wyoming are just a few states that currently seek tolling
authorization.
In fact, this issue came down to the final hours of the
legislative year in Michigan in 2016 where we, along
with others, were able to kill a bill that would have
granted tremendous authority to the state transportation
department to toll new and existing roads and bridges.
Missouri has yet to abandon its repeated attempt to toll
Interstate 70, and Wyoming is discussing the possibility
of tolling I-80.
Towing reform continues to make headlines. After
roughly 18 months our efforts in West Virginia are
coming to a close. We hope that the end result will be fair
for both our members and the towing industry.
Colorado is another state that is in the process of
finalizing new towing rules to protect truckers from
unscrupulous operators, and we’ve enjoyed working with
the Colorado Motor Carriers Association to get this done.
CMCA was the architect of a 2014 law that required the
Colorado Public Utilities Commission to develop and
implement the new rules.
Lane restrictions for commercial trucks aren’t going
away. Several states have existing left-lane restrictions for
trucks and others. Among the states that are expected to
pursue similar restrictions are Alabama, South Carolina,
Ohio and Virginia. Thankfully these proposals aren’t very
popular in state capitals, but we’ll continue to educate
lawmakers on the dangerous conditions and operational
inefficiencies that lane restrictions create.
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Top priorities
OOIDA’s state legislative priority issues
for 2017 include the following:
n Oppose new toll roads, lanes
n Enact towing reforms
n Advocate discussion on truck parking
n Protect transportation revenue from
diversion
n Oppose increased truck weights
n Pursue elimination of speed limit
differentials
n Eliminate truck lane restrictions
n Abolish indemnification clauses in
transportation contracts
We’re also planning to be heavily involved in California
to address the state’s split speed limits for cars and trucks.
Generally, interstate speeds for cars are 70 mph while
trucks are capped at 55 mph. California has the largest
split speed limit in the country, tied only with Montana at
80 mph for cars and 65 mph for trucks. Our goal is to get
rid of the speed limit differentials altogether or at least
make them more uniform.
Truck weights are another trending issue. States like
Texas, North Dakota, Minnesota and Georgia have
recently tried to increase truck weights, though the
specific proposals vary from state to state. We’ve been
working with a coalition to oppose increases to truck
weights and don’t expect that to change.
OOIDA’s state legislative agenda is not set in stone.
The issues mentioned above are a snapshot of issues that
we are aware of and actively engaged with. However,
if you know of an issue in your state that you think we
should be involved with, please let us know. You can
email me directly at Mike_Matousek@ooida.com. We’ll
be happy to take a look at any issue you bring to our
attention. LL
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STATELEGISLATIVEDIRECTORY
Below is a list of the best phone numbers
in each state to contact lawmakers, find
out when they are scheduled to meet for
committee meetings and/or floor sessions,
and inquire about the status of bills of
interest.
aLabaMa
Session begins Feb. 7 and runs to midMay.
legislature.state.al.us
Senate secretary .......... 334-242-7800
House clerk .................. 334-242-7600
aLaSKa
Legislature began Jan. 17 and runs to
April 16.
akleg.gov
Senate secretary .......... 907-465-3701
House clerk .................. 907-465-3725
aRIZONa
Session began Jan. 9 and runs to midApril.
azleg.gov
Senate secretary .......... 602-926-4231
House clerk .................. 602-926-3032
aRKaNSaS
Session began Jan. 9 and runs to
March 9.
www.arkleg.state.ar.us
Senate secretary .......... 501-682-5951
House clerk .................. 501-682-7771
CaLIFORNIa
Legislature began Dec. 5, 2016, and
runs to Sept. 15.
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov
Senate secretary .......... 916-651-4171
Assembly clerk ............. 916-319-2856
COLORaDO
General Assembly began Jan. 11 and
runs to May 10.
leg.colorado.gov
Senate secretary .......... 303-866-4838
House clerk .................. 303-866-2345
CONNECTICUT
General Assembly began Jan. 4 and
runs to June 7.
cga.ct.gov
Senate secretary .......... 860-240-0500
House clerk .................. 860-240-0400
DELaWaRE
General Assembly began Jan. 10 and
runs to June 30.
legis.delaware.gov
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Senate secretary .......... 302-744-4129
House clerk .................. 302-744-4087
FLORIDa
Legislature begins March 7 and runs
to May 5.
leg.state.fl.us
Senate secretary .......... 850-487-5270
House clerk .................. 850-717-5400
GEORGIa
General Assembly began Jan. 9 and
runs to late March.
legis.ga.gov
Senate secretary .......... 404-656-5040
House clerk .................. 404-656-5015
HaWaII
Legislature began Jan. 18 and runs to
May 4.
capitol.hawaii.gov
Senate clerk.................. 808-586-6720
House clerk .................. 808-586-6400
IDaHO
Legislature began Jan. 9 and runs to
early April.
legislature.idaho.gov
Senate secretary .......... 208-332-1309
House clerk .................. 208-332-1141
ILLINOIS
Session began Jan. 11 and runs to
May 31.
ilga.gov
Senate secretary .......... 217-782-5715
House clerk .................. 217-782-8223
INDIaNa
General Assembly began Jan. 3 and
runs to April 29.
iga.in.gov
Senate secretary .......... 317-232-9421
House clerk .................. 317-232-9608
IOWa
General Assembly began Jan. 9 and
runs to April 28.
www.legis.iowa.gov
Senate secretary .......... 515-281-5307
House clerk .................. 515-281-4280
KaNSaS
Legislature began Jan. 3 and runs to
mid-May.
kslegislature.org
Senate secretary .......... 785-296-2456
House clerk .................. 785-296-7633

KENTUCKY
Session began Jan. 3 and runs to
March 30.
lrc.ky.gov
Senate secretary .......... 502-564-2450
House clerk .................. 502-564-8100
LOUISIaNa
Legislature begins April 10 and runs
to June 8.
legis.la.gov
Senate secretary .......... 225-342-5997
House clerk .................. 225-342-7259
MaINE
Legislature began Dec. 7, 2016, and
runs to June 21.
legislature.maine.gov
Senate secretary .......... 207-287-1540
House clerk .................. 207-287-1400
MaRYLaND
General Assembly began Jan. 11 and
runs to April 10.
mgaleg.maryland.gov
Senate secretary .......... 410-841-3908
House clerk .................. 410-841-3999
MaSSaCHUSETTS
General Court began Jan. 4 and runs
to Dec. 31.
malegislature.gov
Senate clerk.................. 617-722-1276
House clerk .................. 617-722-2356
MICHIGaN
Legislature began Jan. 11 and ends
Dec. 31
legislature.mi.gov
Senate secretary .......... 517-373-2400
House clerk .................. 517-373-0135
MINNESOTa
Legislature began Jan. 3 and ends
May 22.
www.leg.state.mn.us
Senate clerk.................. 651-296-0504
House clerk .................. 651-296-0719
MISSISSIPPI
Legislature began Jan. 3 and ends
April 2.
legislature.ms.gov
Senate secretary .......... 601-359-3229
House clerk .................. 601-359-3360

Continued on Page 54

LAND LINE 53

STATELEGISLATIVEDIRECTORY
From Page 53

MISSOURI
General Assembly began Jan. 4 and
ends May 12.
moga.mo.gov
Senate secretary .......... 573-751-3766
House clerk .................. 573-751-4017
MONTaNa
Legislature began Jan. 2 and ends in
late April.
leg.mt.gov
Senate secretary .......... 406-444-4801
House clerk .................. 406-444-4819
NEbRaSKa
Unicameral began Jan. 4 and ends in
late May.
nebraskalegislature.gov
Clerk of the Legislature 402-471-2271
NEVaDa
Legislature begins Feb. 6 and ends
June 5.
leg.state.nv.us
Senate secretary .......... 775-684-1400
Assembly clerk ............. 775-684-8555
NEW HaMPSHIRE
General Court began Jan. 4 and ends
June 30.
gencourt.state.nh.us
Senate clerk.................. 603-271-3420
House clerk .................. 603-271-2548
NEW JERSEY
Legislature began Jan. 10 and ends
Jan. 9, 2018.
njleg.state.nj.us
Senate clerk.................. 609-847-3915
Assembly clerk ............. 609-847-3115
NEW MExICO
Legislature began Jan. 17 and ends
March 18.
nmlegis.gov
Senate clerk.................. 505-986-4714
House clerk .................. 505-986-4751
NEW YORK
Legislature began Jan. 4 and ends
Dec. 31.
assembly.state.ny.us
Senate secretary .......... 518-455-2051
Assembly clerk ............. 518-455-4242
NORTH CaROLINa
General Assembly began Jan. 11 and
ends in mid-July.
ncleg.net
Senate clerk.................. 919-733-7761
54 L
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House clerk .................. 919-733-7760
NORTH DaKOTa
Session began Jan. 3 and ends in late
April.
legis.nd.gov
Senate clerk.................. 701-328-2916
House clerk .................. 701-328-2916
OHIO
Session began Jan. 2 and ends
Dec. 31.
legislature.ohio.gov
Senate clerk.................. 614-466-4900
House clerk .................. 614-466-3357
OKLaHOMa
Legislature begins Feb. 6 and ends
May 26.
oklegislature.gov
Senate secretary .......... 405-521-2391
House clerk .................. 405-557-7303
OREGON
Session begins Feb. 1 and ends
July 10.
oregonlegislature.gov
Senate secretary .......... 503-986-1851
House clerk .................. 503-986-1870
PENNSYLVaNIa
Session began Jan. 3 and ends
Dec. 31.
legis.state.pa.us
Senate secretary .......... 717-787-7163
House clerk .................. 717-787-2372
RHODE ISLaND
General Assembly began Jan. 3 and
ends in mid-June.
rilin.state.ri.us
Senate secretary .......... 401-276-2555
House clerk .................. 401-222-1478
SOUTH CaROLINa
Legislature began Jan. 10 and ends
June 1.
scstatehouse.gov
Senate secretary .......... 803-212-6200
House clerk .................. 803-734-2403
SOUTH DaKOTa
Legislature began Jan. 10 and ends
March 27.
legis.sd.gov
Senate secretary .......... 605-773-3251
House clerk .................. 605-773-3251
TENNESSEE
General Assembly began Jan. 10 and
ends in mid-April.

capitol.tn.gov
Senate clerk.................. 615-741-2730
House clerk .................. 615-741-2901
TExaS
Legislature began Jan. 10 and ends
May 29.
capitol.state.tx.us
Senate secretary .......... 512-463-0100
House clerk .................. 512-463-0845
UTaH
Legislature began Jan. 23 and ends
March 9.
le.utah.gov
Senate secretary .......... 801-538-1035
House clerk .................. 801-538-1029
VERMONT
General Assembly began Jan. 4 and
runs to early May.
legislature.vermont.gov
Senate clerk.................. 802-828-2241
House clerk .................. 802-828-2247
VIRGINIa
Session began Jan. 11 and ends
Feb. 25.
virginiageneralassembly.gov
Senate secretary .......... 804-698-7400
House clerk .................. 804-698-1619
WaSHINGTON
Legislature began Jan. 9 and ends
April 23.
leg.wa.gov
Senate secretary .......... 360-786-7550
House clerk .................. 360-786-7750
WEST VIRGINIa
Legislature begins Feb. 8 and ends
April 8.
www.legis.state.wv.us
Senate clerk.................. 304-357-7800
House clerk .................. 304-340-3200
WISCONSIN
Session began Jan. 3 and ends
Dec. 31.
legis.wisconsin.gov
Senate clerk.................. 608-266-2517
Assembly clerk ............. 608-266-1501
WYOMING
Legislature begins Jan. 10 and ends
March 3.
legisweb.state.wy.us
Senate clerk.................. 307-777-7711
House clerk .................. 307-777-7852
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Roster set for Senate committee charged with transportation oversight
By Land Line staff

Amid great anticipation – and perhaps
anxiety in some cases – about what
is to come with the new Trump
administration, lawmakers overseeing
things in the transportation sector have
their committee assignments.
On Jan. 3 the Senate Republican
leadership announced their party’s
members of the Senate Committee
on Commerce, Science and
Transportation.
The full committee is chaired by
Sen. John Thune, R-D.C. He retains
that position from the previous session
of Congress.
Republican members of the party
are:
roger Wicker, r-Miss.
roy Blunt, r-Mo.
ted Cruz, r-texas
Deb Fischer, r-neb.
Jerry Moran, r-Kan.
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Dan Sullivan, r-alaska
Dean Heller, r-nev.
Jim inhofe, r-okla.
Mike Lee, r-Utah
ron Johnson, r-Wis.
Shelley Moore Capito, r-W.va.
Cory Gardner, r-Colo.
todd Young, r-ind.

Departing the committee are Sen.
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and Sen. Steve
Daines, R-Mont. New to the committee
are Inhofe, Lee, Capito and Young.
The Democrats named their members
of the Committee over the 2016
holiday recess. They are led on the
committee by Ranking Member Sen.
Bill Nelson, D-Fla.
Democrats on the committee are:
Maria Cantwell, D-Wash.
amy Klobuchar, D-Minn.
richard Blumenthal, D-Conn.
Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii
ed Markey, D-Mass.

Cory Booker, D-n.J.
tom Udall, D-n.M
Gary peters, D-Mich.
tammy Baldwin, D-Wis.
tammy Duckworth, D-ill.
Maggie Hassan, D-n.H.
Catherine Cortez Masto, D-nev.

Departing the committee are Sen.
Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., and Sen.
Joe Manchin, D.-W.Va. New members
of the committee are Peters, Baldwin,
Duckworth, Hassan and Masto.
While the Senate Commerce, Science
and Transportation Committee has
oversight on transportation issues and
agencies – like the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration – a lot
of the hearings and such will happen at
the subcommittee level. For trucking
that will be before members of the
Surface Transportation and Merchant
Marine Infrastructure, Safety and
Security Subcommittee. LL
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Aaron Tippin highlights music career
with award-winning film
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

ormer trucker, country music artist
and now award-winning filmmaker?
OOIDA Life Member Aaron Tippin
recently won a Telly Award for his
documentary “Aaron Tippin – 25 years,”
adding to his list of accomplishments.
Like many people growing up in South
Carolina in the ’60s and ’70s, Tippin had
a love for bluegrass music. He played
bluegrass in high school, but realized
there was not much of a career in that
genre. A blue-collar man with a bluecollar background in a blue-collar town,
Tippin became a truck driver to make
ends meet. He’s also a life member of
OOIDA.
“It’s been a pretty blue-collar life for
me,” Tippin told Land Line. “I was a
truck driver hauling heavy equipment to
start with.”
He eventually moved to hauling dry
freight. His love of transportation did not
stop there. Tippin is also an avid aviator
with an instrument-rated commercial
pilot’s license, helicopter pilot, certified
flight instructor and certified flight
mechanic.
A working-class man earning a living.
Where did the music come in?
“Out of left field,” Tippin said.
“Believe me, I had no ambitions
whatsoever to be in the music biz, but it’s
just one of them things. God just threw it
in my lap and there it was.”
Tippin moved to Nashville in 1986
as a songwriter when his career as a
performer was looking pretty dim.
However, he still had a glimmer of hope
and continued cutting tracks to make it
as a performer. Just when he thought the
dream had disappeared, he received a
record contract in 1990 from RCA.
From that moment, Tippin has been
writing and performing songs that
resonate with the blue-collar community.

F
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Singer, songwriter and former trucker Aaron Tippin recently won a Telly Award for his
documentary film “Aaron Tippin – 25 Years.” Tippin’s country music has focused on the
blue-collar life, including In Overdrive, his 2009 album dedicated to the trucking industry.
(Photo courtesy of Aaron Tippin)

“I just write songs about life,
and that was life,” Tippin said.
“Hard work and a good job, that
was important to me. I just wrote
songs about it, because the truth
is nobody except Merle Haggard
did.”
And it was that dedication
to the working class that gave
Tippin a huge following.
Despite his success in the music
business, Tippin remains a bluecollar man. He said someone will
likely ask him for identification
if he is wearing a tuxedo, but he
is recognized at truck stops and
other places occupied by hard

workers or what he called “core
Americans.”
In 2009, Tippin released In
Overdrive, an album dedicated
to truck drivers. Tippin pointed
out that country music used to
always have songs about truck
driving or something related.
There was one on every playlist.
Those days drifted away, so
Tippin wanted to bring it back.
One of Tippin’s latest
successes is a session he did with
another OOIDA member, singertrucker Tony Justice. Tippin and
Justice team up for the title track
on Justice’s “Brothers of the
FEBRUARY 2017

“It’s been a pretty
blue-collar life for me.
I was a truck driver
hauling heavy equipment
to start with.”
– Aaron Tippin

Highway,” released by Southern Coast
Records.
After 25 years in the business, Tippin
wanted to commemorate his long career
as a musician with a documentary.
The film is a great way for fans and
newcomers alike to get to know Aaron
Tippin the man as well as the musician.
“I don’t tell everybody what I’ve
done, because I think other people
ought to toot your horn, not yourself,”
Tippin said.
Turns out the right people were
telling Tippin’s story. Recently, the film
won a Telly Award at the 37th Annual
Telly Awards. According to its website,
The Telly Awards are the premier
awards honoring the finest film and
video productions; groundbreaking web
commercials; videos and films; and
outstanding local, regional, and cable
TV commercials and programs.
It was an unexpected honor that
highlights Tippin’s accomplishments
since his days as a trucker.
Tippin still holds a valid CDL. In
fact, one driver could not make it out
to the West Coast during one tour, so
Tippin took over driving duty as only
one other person was qualified to drive.
Once a trucker, always a trucker. LL
You can watch the full documentary
for free at vimeo.com/133310840.
Don’t forget to check out AaronTippin.com,
Tippin’s Facebook page and Twitter
account (@TippinAaron). Music can be
found on iTunes and Tippin’s website.
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Life member shares secret to safety
Daryl Yearout reflects on a 70-year career of safe driving
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

Daryl Yearout gets the question all
of the time.
He understands it, of course. It’s
not every day you come across a
commercial driver’s license holder
who can look back on 70 years of
safe driving.

“You’ve got to take good care
of your equipment and make sure
it’s in good shape,” he said. “That
plays a big role in safety.
“I always thought as if the
truck was alive. The engine was
something you had to take care
of in order for it to thrive. If you
took care of it, then it would take

“I always thought it was as if the
truck was alive. The engine was
something you had to take care of in
order for it to thrive. If you took care
of it, then it would take care of you.
And, by golly, it sure has.”
Daryl Yearout

– OOIDA Life Member Daryl Yearout

So the OOIDA life member
from South Haven, Kan., tries to
answer the question of “what’s the
secret to safe driving?” the best
he can.
“I can tell you what the secret
is,” Yearout said. “The first thing
is that you have to keep your eyes
on the road. The biggest thing is
that you have to anticipate what
the guy ahead of you might do.
When you do that, you’re usually
prepared for whatever happens
next. That’s the secret.”
He says he’s never had a wreck
in a commercial motor vehicle nor
a passenger vehicle.
“I’ve backed into my own
equipment, but I’ve never hit
anybody or ever had a chargeable
accident,” he said.
Yearout also preaches about the
importance of proper maintenance.
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care of you. And by golly, it sure
has.”
Yearout grew up on the same
farm in South Haven where he
lives today.
“It’s the same farm that my
great-grandfather homesteaded in
1872,” he said. “It’s been passed
on from generation to generation.”
Yearout was a teenager during
World War II and started driving a
truck on a restricted farm license
when he was 14 years old.
“Because of the shortage of
men during World War II, we
had to learn to drive a truck at a
young age,” he said. “I started
transporting cattle to Wichita,
Kan., in a 2-ton truck. I started
driving that thing and took cattle
to Wichita a couple of times a
week.”
He went on to work at a service

station in South Haven and began
hauling gravel out of Arkansas
City, Kan.
Yearout married Colleen in
1948, and eventually started
hauling corn out of Nebraska to
Oklahoma City. In the 1960s,
Yearout received a contract
carrier’s permit and started
hauling for Far-Mar-Co out of
Hutchinson, Kan.
In the late 1970s, Yearout
purchased two semi-trucks and
drove about 100,000 miles a year
for about 30 years. He sold both
of his trucks in 2010.
“In 2010, my wife died,”
Yearout said. “That changed
everything. I didn’t care as much
about trucking after that.”
He continues to live on his
family farm and at age 88 remains
active.
“I still get around,” Yearout
said. “I’m getting old, but nearly
every day, I’m gone somewhere.
If I wake up in the morning and
decide I’m going to go somewhere
to have lunch, then I hop in the
automobile and that’s what I do.”
Yearout has two sons, two
grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren, and he reflects
favorably on his career in the
trucking industry.
“It’s been a great life,” he said.
As you’d expect, the industry
has changed a great deal since
Yearout started driving decades
ago.
“I could write a book about how
much it’s changed,” he said. LL
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SHOOTIN’ THE bREEZE

‘Warrior 1’ provides
tribute to veterans
OOIDA life member honored
to drive patriotic big rig
By Mark Schremmer, staff writer

OIDA Life Member Charles
Burchfield has been a truck
driver since 1969 and has owned
multiple big rigs over the years.
However, Burchfield says none
of his previous tractor-trailers can
compare to the 2016 Freightliner
that Purdy Brothers Trucking in
Loudon, Tenn., asked him to start
driving on Memorial Day 2016.
The tractor-trailer called
“Warrior 1” is a grand tribute to
military veterans and the sacrifices
they’ve made for all citizens of the
United States.
“I had a lot of nice trucks over the
years,” said Burchfield, who lives in
Knoxville, Tenn. “I had some goodlooking trucks, but as good-looking
as they were they didn’t get the
attention that this thing does.”
The truck’s hood displays artwork
of two soldiers carrying a wounded

O
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OOIDA Life Member
Charles Burchfield
serves as the driver
of “Warrior 1,” which
serves as a tribute
to wounded warriors
and fallen soldiers.
(Submitted photo)

soldier, as well as the seals for all
five branches of the Military – Air
Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine
Corps and Navy. Each side of the
cab features a waving U.S. flag, a
soaring eagle and a Purple Heart.
Both sides of the trailer showcase
artwork of a large star, the flag,
eagle, U.S. Capitol, and the seals.
There’s no doubt that the semitruck is a spectacle when Burchfield
takes it on its dedicated run
from Loudon, Tenn., to western
Louisiana.
“I get all kinds of responses,”
Burchfield said. “I get thumbs up,
people taking pictures, waving and
blowing their horns. The response is
overwhelming. Every time you stop,
there’s usually someone who wants
to take a picture of it. I’ve even had
people get out at traffic lights and
take pictures of this truck. There was
a lady in a Volkswagen convertible
two lanes over from me who stood

up and took pictures of the truck.
She was stopped, of course.”
Burchfield said the truck is
especially meaningful to military
veterans.
“I’ve had veterans come up to
me with tears in their eyes,” he
said. “Some of them get extremely
emotional. Most of them say ‘thank
you’ for the tribute. People who’ve
had family members serve in the
military also get emotional.”
Burchfield served as an owneroperator until 2010, and has worked
for Purdy Brothers ever since.
The company came up with the
concept for “Warrior 1” and asked
Burchfield in April 2016 if he’d be
willing to drive it.
“I told them that it would be an
honor,” Burchfield said. “The truck
is just a tribute to the wounded
warriors and fallen soldiers. It’s our
company’s way of saying ‘thank
you.’”
FEBRUARY 2017

“I’ve had veterans come up
to me with tears in their eyes.
Some of them get extremely
emotional.”
– OOIDA Life Member
Charles Burchfield
Burchfield serves as the lone driver
of “Warrior 1.” He has taken it to many
events over the past year, including
Memorial Day and Veterans Day
ceremonies in Loudon. The tractortrailer has also been featured in parades
in Loudon and Princeton, Ill. At the
Princeton parade, “Warrior 1” earned the
grand marshal award.
“I couldn’t believe the response we got
from the truck,” Burchfield said. “Until
you see it in person, you don’t get the
full effect of it.”
In 2017, Burchfield said they hope
“Warrior 1” will be able to participate
in the Veterans Day ceremony in
Washington, D.C., as well as Wreaths
Across America.
“This thing would look good at any
military cemetery,” he said. “It would
just put the icing on the cake.”
Driving “Warrior 1” has been the icing
on the cake for a long and successful
career by Burchfield, who estimates he
has driven about 5 million miles.
“I kind of figure that this will be my
last truck, and I just want to thank Purdy
Brothers for giving me the opportunity to
drive this thing and go out in style,” he
said. “I don’t think there’s a truck I could
turn in that I would be more honored to
drive.” LL

Are you, or is somebody
you know, a trucker doing
something noteworthy? Do
you have a good story to tell
about life on or off the road recently? We want
to hear from you!
Email Land Line Staff Writer Mark Schremmer at
mark_schremmer@LandLineMag.com, or share with us on
social media using #LLbreeze.
Circle No. 225 on Response Card
FEBRUARY 2017

LAND LINE 61

REST OF THE STORY

A tale of two (failed) truck companies –
and the carnage they left behind
By John Bendel, contributing
editor-at-large

emember Jevic
Transportation? The New
Jersey-based carrier was
around for 27 years mostly
in the Northeast before it
suddenly closed its doors in
2008, leaving 1,800 employees
without work, benefits and
stranding a few drivers on the
road.
Now the ghost of Jevic is
in the headlines. A dispute
over who gets paid first out of
Jevic’s bankruptcy assets has
finally worked its way to the U.S. Supreme Court. Seems
the Jevic holding company and some lenders reached a
settlement that left one group out in the cold. Guess who?
Unpaid drivers, of course.
The settlement between financial institutions even
blocked the drivers’ ability to sue the company some
blamed for Jevic’s demise – Sun Life Financial.
The U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments in the case on
Dec. 7. A lawyer for the drivers pointed out that by law and
custom, employees should be paid before some lenders.
The corporate lawyer argued that the Jevic case was an
exception.
From the transcripts it’s hard to tell what the justices
were thinking, except for Justice Sonia Sotomayor.
Speaking of the drivers, she told the corporate lawyer:
“You took away a legal right from them. They had a legal
right to sue Sun Life. They had a legal right to pursue
their other claims. And the settlement extinguished those
claims.”
Do any other justices see it that way? We’ll have to wait
to find out.
Jevic wasn’t your everyday truckload carrier. In fact, it
described itself as an LTL, but it was really both.
Jevic specialized in large LTL shipments, say 3,000
pounds or more. At its purest, the idea was to pick them
up in sequence and then deliver starting in the reverse
order with the last pickup coming off first. Jevic called it
load-to-deliver. It didn’t always work that way and many
shipments were switched around at the terminal, but even
then shipments were handled less than they would be in
other LTL systems.
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It was complicated, specialized business, but it worked
well for 27 years – so well that in 1999 YRC, then known
as Yellow Corp., bought Jevic for $200 million. Harry
Muhlschlegel, who started Jevic in 1981, took the money
and retired at 52 – not bad for a guy who was an owneroperator before hitting the big time.
But Jevic was a poor match for YRC, which spun off
Jevic’s holding company just three years later in 2002.
In 2006, that company sold Jevic to a private equity firm
associated with Sun Life Financial for $40 million,
$80 million less than it had been worth in 1999. But the
$40 million was borrowed money, debt Jevic was obligated
to pay. Soon that debt overwhelmed Jevic.
That would be the end of the story, but for one thing: By
that time Jevic had a young cousin.
Let’s back up to 1999. Muhlschlegel didn’t like
retirement, so in 2000 he launched a truckload carrier
he aptly called New Century Transportation. Before
long New Century was also handling large LTL, and
Muhlschlegel was back in the load-to-deliver business –
directly competing with Jevic. The two companies were
headquartered only a few miles apart.
Things looked good for New Century, and Muhlschlegel
was giving interviews to the press. New Century’s load-todeliver freight came from shippers in the northeast, he told
Heavy Duty Trucking in 2006. “We pick up LTLs in the
Northeast and send them throughout the country. Then we
return with truckloads,” he said. “Most truckload carriers
don’t want to come here, and return loads out of the
Northeast are poor.”
But it was the perfect situation for New Century, which
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was growing even as Jevic was struggling. In 2008 when
the end came, some Jevic people found jobs at New
Century. It was as if Jevic had been reborn as New Century,
at least in a manner of speaking.
So all’s well that ends well?
Not in this case.
In 2012 when New Century was rated as the 24th-largest
LTL carrier with almost 1,000 drivers, Muhlschlegel retired
again. That same year, New Century’s revenue began to
decline. The inability to attract drivers was squeezing New
Century even as the classic LTLs were taking a larger share
of the large shipments, New Century’s bread and butter.
In just two more years, New Century’s new management
was struggling to keep operations going. In June of 2014, a
major creditor said enough was enough and pulled the cashflow plug. Just as Jevic had done six years before, New
Century closed its doors with virtually no notice at all.
“Last week I had an eerie feeling that this was going to
happen,” New Century dispatcher Matt Huber told Land
Line at the time. “While we were getting reassurances that
this wasn’t the case,” he said, “things were very similar to
when Jevic closed its doors.”
Huber had come to New Century from Jevic in 2008. As
Yogi Berra once said, it was déjà vu all over again.

In 2012 when New Century was rated as
the 24th-largest LTL carrier with almost
1,000 drivers, Harry Muhlschlegel retired
again. That same year, New Century’s
revenue began to decline.

That’s not the only coincidence. The same law firm that
sued the Jevic estate on behalf of drivers in 2008 is also
representing shortchanged drivers against the estate of New
Century. The next hearing on the New Century case is set
for March in U.S. Court for the District of New Jersey.
And where is Harry Muhlschlegel? According to his
LinkedIn entry, Harry, at 67, is retired and living in Florida.
No, he’s not the bad guy. Both debacles occurred when
others were running the companies he started. When
Muhlschlegel was running them, both Jevic and New
Century were regarded as driver-friendly fleets, at least
compared to many others. LL

Securing your family’s future
with life insurance through OOIDA
They are the most important people in your life and they depend
on you to protect them. How would they manage if you were not
there? How would they survive financially? That’s why you need
to make sure you are covered by life insurance in the event of
the unforeseeable.
Secure your family’s financial future with OOIDA and American
Underwriters Life Insurance Company of Phoenix, AZ*.
As an OOIDA member, you can enjoy our low rates and
purchase $10,000 to $250,000 worth of coverage. (Subject to
underwriter’s approval.) Your spouse or domestic partner can
also apply for increments of $5,000 up to 100% of your approved
amount, not to exceed $125,000.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

And if you are a new OOIDA member, you have 60 days from
your membership effective date to enroll for up to $50,000**
worth of guaranteed coverage – regardless of pre-existing
conditions.
Since 2011, OOIDA life insurance has paid over $8 million in
benefits for members and their families.
Call OOIDA today and find out how you can take that first step.
* Administrative offices: PO Box 9510, Wichita, KS 67277
** All coverage is subject to underwriter’s approval outside of open enrollment period.
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“This card works for you.”
Your OOIDA membership card gives you more than
90 discounts, rebates and more.
OOIDA Member Roderick Ross of
Richmond, Va., says the Transcore
discount provides him great savings,
helps in booking loads, and offers a
wealth of information. Find out what
your card can do for you by calling
800-444-5791.

NEWNT

DISCOU

American Hearing Benefits offers OOIDA members free
annual hearing consultations and significant discounts
on hearing aids. Additional benefits of the program include
access to a nationwide network of 3,000 plus hearing
professionals; a one-year supply of batteries; one year of
office visits; a 60-day trial period; deluxe warranty plan;
and availability of financing plans.

NEW

DISCOUNT

Fleet Electronics offers OOIDA members a 15% discount
on all products, including DVR dash cams/accessories,
backup sensor systems and cameras, and Bluetooth
headsets.

NEW

OFFER

NEW

DISCOUNT

Todd D. Knapp, CPA,
PC offers OOIDA
members a 10%
discount on all
services including
back taxes and tax-debt resolution; corporate and LLC
formations; bookkeeping; business and personal income tax
return preparation.

NEW

DISCOUNTS
Up to 25% off car rental
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Up to 25% off car rental

GiraffeG4 now offers OOIDA members a $15 mail-in
rebate in addition to a 5% discount on an in-cab,
driver-programmable low-clearance collision-avoidance
system. The system uses the latest in waterproof sound
technology to measure overhead hazards up to 20 feet,
giving the driver the opportunity to back out and choose
another route before damage to the trailer occurs.

Per Diem Plus offers OOIDA
members a 20% discount
off the monthly subscription
rate for the per diem and
expense tracking app.
Available for Android, and
Apple iOS.

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or
call the OOIDA Membership
Department at 800-444-5791 for
details on these offers.

© mipan - Fotolia.com

RigMaster Power
offers OOIDA members
a $300 rebate on all APU
models. In addition to reduced
truck fuel and operating costs,
RigMaster APUs also provide 110V
house-current, a 60-amp (170-amp for LG models) DC
alternator to charge your truck’s batteries, and an automatic
climate control system with convenient controls in the cab.
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More discounts!

Worldwide Hotel & Car
Rental
Wyndham

Auxiliary Power Units
CSTK (ThermoKing)

Software, Apps
and Technology
Handsfree
HawksHead TPMS
Rig Expense Tracker
Semi Systems
TruckerDox

OOIDA

Preparing for your income tax filings?
Don’t forget to include any permitting and licensing expenses
you might have incurred this past year. These are deductible
business expenses and could affect the amount that Uncle Sam
receives from you!

Taxation Solutions offers
OOIDA members a free
consultation and a
15% discount on tax
relief, IRS representation and tax preparation services provided by
a team of tax attorneys, enrolled agents and CPAs.

25% off all services
FEBRUARY 2017

Tires
Bauer Built
Goodyear
Michelin
Octagon Tires
Purcell Tire &
Service Center
TCI Tires
TrukFix by Continental

Services
1099TaxServices.com
Ace Registration
DAT Members Edge
IdleAir
MyMilesMatter
Open Road Drivers Plan
Phoenix Sleep Solutions
PrePass
RTS Broker Credit Services
Silver Tax Group
Sleep Solutions 4 Truckers
Team CME
TTN Fleet Solutions

Special discount on
tax services

Truck and Trailer
American Trailer &
Storage
Arrow Truck Sales
Freightliner
Highway Trailer Sales
International
Kenworth
PACCAR Financial Used
Trucks
Peterbilt
Western Star

Safe Driving Award
Recipients
Member
Years
Charles Richey.............................1
Jack E. Tanner ..............................5
Charles J. Lowitz ..........................6
Dennis L. Milliron ........................8
Cedriv Gaymon ............................9
Stephen W. Sommer ....................9
Charles R. Paar ..........................10
Randolph C. Campbell ...............11
Frank Nathanson ........................13
Steven L. Savage .......................13
Lloyd A. Blackman Sr. ................14
Terry L. Button ...........................14
Harry A. Fleck ............................14
Russell V. Minor.........................14
Bill E. Ater Jr. ............................16
Craig H. Terry .............................18
Leland Wilkins ...........................23
Cindy Lynn Lackland ..................26
Keith Jibben...............................36
Lonnie L. Byers ..........................47

WESTERN STAR

4 State Trucks/
Chrome Shop Mafia
Alcoa Wheels
Arrow Truck Sales
BAM Worldwide
Big Rig Lending LLC
Centramatic
Dart Transit Co.
Expediter Services
Go Truck Capital
haulme LLC
Mission Financial Services
MyLumper Corp.
Per Diem Plus LLC
Transfix
Truck System
Technologies Inc.
Trucker Path
123LoadBoard.com
Aircell Intake Spacers
Bibby Transportation Finance
Brunner Fabrication
CAG Truck Capital
Capital Lending
Capital Solutions Inc.
Clean Slate Tax LLC
Coffee Cup Fuel Stops
Commercial Capital LLC
Core Fund Capital LLC
DAT Solutions Inc.
Detroit Radiator
First Choice Logistics Inc.
Inter Americas Insurance Corp.
LKQ Radiator Works Inc.
LS Nexus
Match Factors Inc.
McConnell & Mennella
Missouri Movers Assoc. (MMA)
MyRiteLoad.com
Neal Freeman Investments
Orange Commercial Credit
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping
Pay4Freight.com
RTS Financial Service
Right Weigh Inc.
Road Chill
Safety First Sleep Solutions
Tax Defense Network
Tax Professional Services LLC
Taxation Solutions Inc.
Tech Atlantis Inc.
Think Trade Inc.
Todd Knapp CPA PC
Tonka Truck Express LLC/Purple
Hat Towaway Express Inc.
Towaway Express Inc.
Trans Am Trucking
Transport Training of America
TruckClaws
Trucker Therapy
Truckers Bookkeeping Service
Truckers Home Ofﬁce
Waller Truck Co. Inc.
X Factors
Zephyr Sales Co. Inc.

SUPPORTERS

Everyday Savings
American Truck
Historical Society
Azigo Online Mall
Causeway Bay Lansing
Hotel
Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler
G&G Emergency Medical
Tech
Hertz
La Quinta
Office Depot & OfficeMax
Pet First
Red Roof Inn
Sprint

Parts and Equipment
4 State Trucks
Balance Masters
Big Rig Mattress
Bison Grille Guards
Blue Tiger
Brunner Fabrication
Centramatic
Dipetane
Donvel
MHC
Morgan Manufacturing
Mytee Products
Right Weigh
SafeKey
Shorepower
Smoothtalker
Tarpstop
TruckClaws
TruckDog

Truckers Helper
TruckerSphere
TruckTrack

SILVER LEVEL

Fuel
Truckers Advantage

Truck System Technologies
Verduyn Tarps
Yellow Rack
Zephyr Sales Company

OOIDA
Corporate Supporters
GOLD LEVEL

Aerodynamic
Equipment
Crosswind Blocker
Flow Below
SOLUS
TrailerBlade
VorBlade

Visit OOIDA.com/discounts or call OOIDA’s Membership
Department at 800-444-5791 for details on these offers.
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OOIDA
Occupational
Accident rates
are guaranteed
through
May, 2018.

Some stops just aren’t
on your regular route.
Every year, thousands of truckers are injured on the job. OOIDA is one
of the best alternative sources for Occupational Accident coverage for
both owner-operators and fleets. Our program offers protection against
work-related injuries.
And our current rates are guaranteed through May, 2018.
Three Occupational Accident policies limits are available:
(These are all combined single limit policies.)

$500,000
$1,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
$2,000,000 (with Motor Carrier Indemnification)
• All three policies pay up to 100% coverage for medical expenses incurred
due to an occupational accident with NO DEDUCTIBLE.
• Coverage includes disability and accidental death and dismemberment.
• There are also limited benefits for dental expenses and
non-occupational accidents.
• Owner-operators and drivers will also get the added protection of
travel assistance services, discount prescription plan, and identity
theft resolution services.
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
Circle No. 14 on Response Card
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Driver-facing
cameras:
There’s a downside
for carriers
By John Bendel, editor-at-large

T

he entire trucking industry is
stampeding to driver-facing
cameras, right?
Maybe not.
Last fall, Jim Angel, an executive
from PeopleNet, which sells
camera systems as well as mobile
communications and other tech
stuff, told a technology conference
in Nashville that not every carrier
wants driver-facing cameras. Angel
recently confirmed and explained
his comments with Land Line.
Angel said that of the 69 video
systems sold by PeopleNet in 2016,
not one included driver-facing
cameras. PeopleNet video systems
are normally configured with
forward-facing cameras and sideand rear-view cameras. PeopleNet
does not recommend it, but fleets
can have a camera trained on the
driver if they choose. None of the
69 fleets did.
Even more surprising, perhaps,
Angel said a carrier replaced an
earlier video system with the
PeopleNet system. The old system
included driver-facing cameras, yet
the carrier specifically excluded
those cameras from its new system.
Why aren’t PeopleNet customers
fans of driver-facing cameras?
Angel said the fleet that gave up
driver-facing cameras with its new
system reasoned that with all the
other technology in the truck they
already had all the information
they needed. That other technology
includes sensors that measure foot
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OOIDA member Jim Bouland and “Mauru” take a break in Bordentown, N.J. Jim, who’s a 3-million-mile professional
leased to Prime, says security and dashcams are “pretty much a way of life.” He says, however, that after 38 years
on the highway, he wouldn’t be too fond of a driver-facing camera in his truck. Mauru agrees. (Photo by John Bendel)

pressure on the brakes, accelerator
and clutch, not to mention GPS
location and speed – virtually every
move you make behind the wheel.
Driver-facing cameras simply
weren’t necessary.

“There’s no percentage in
antagonizing drivers. Drivers don’t like
the cameras, especially drivers who
have been with the company for 10 or
20 years. Drivers think, you’ve trusted
me with your truck and your freight for
all this time. Now all of a sudden you
don’t? You have to stick a camera in
my face?”
— PeopleNet CEO Jim Angel

The sensors and other tech data
collectors haven’t deterred all fleets
from deploying the cameras, but
Angel suggested something that
might. Driver-facing cameras, he
told his audience, are a potential
liability in court.
Say there’s a crash and an injured
party sues the carrier. Even if
the crash wasn’t the truck driver’s

fault, an attorney could subpoena
the video to build a case. And it
could be lots more than just video
from the incident. It could be all the
video for that particular driver.
What if some of that video
shows the driver not wearing a
seat belt, talking on a cellphone, or
committing some other infraction? A
slick lawyer would use that against
the carrier, claiming it showed a
lack of responsibility. He might
make the case that the carrier knew,
the video was proof, and the driver
should have been fired. At the time
of the crash, he should not have
been behind the wheel of the truck
at all. Angel said PeopleNet has
seen cases against carriers that were
structured much like this.
It remains to be seen if any
of the carriers at Angel’s talk
were swayed. Overall, driverfacing cameras are on the march.
A company called Lytx, one of
the largest truck video suppliers,
has grown exponentially since it
launched in 1998 as DriveCam Inc.
Last year the San Diego company
brought Swift Transportation on
board as a customer. Other Lytx
customers include U.S. Foods, the
FEBRUARY 2017

sixth-largest private fleet in North
America. Lytx claims its systems
are in 500,000 trucks – though not
all include driver-facing cameras.
There are other providers, like
SmartDrive and GreenRoad, as
well as more comprehensive
technology outfits like Omnitracs,
in addition to PeopleNet.
In any case, the list of fleets with
driver-facing cameras is growing,
and so are the claims of great
success in preventing crashes.
On provider websites, fleets are
reported to have reduced crashes
by up to 54 percent with camera
systems.
How accurate are such claims?
Hard to say. We know vendors
put their products in the best
light and at the very least tend
to round numbers upward. We
also know their customers are
more than happy to help. The
most enthusiastic fan of any
particular technology is the guy
who made the decision to buy it
and who needs to demonstrate to
management that he or she made
the right decision.
We do not know the actual
figures these percentages represent
or the driver composition of the
fleets. Does a fleet have a stable
driver force with few rookies, or
does it have high turnover and few
veteran drivers? Are the figures
based on camera systems alone or
on systems that also point at the
road ahead?
In any case, what appears a
benefit in one area may be costly
in another. PeopleNet’s Jim
Angel addressed perhaps the most
important and most obvious factor.
“There’s no percentage in
antagonizing drivers,” he said.
“Drivers don’t like the cameras,
especially drivers who have been

with the company for 10 or 20
years. Drivers think, you’ve trusted
me with your truck and your
freight for all this time. Now all of
a sudden you don’t? You have to
stick a camera in my face?”
Jon Osburn, who captains
OOIDA’s tour truck and interacts
with all sorts of drivers every
day, said Wal-Mart drivers are an
excellent example of exactly that.
Wal-Mart is reportedly installing
driver-facing cameras.
“I have spoken to a lot of
Wal-Mart drivers with 20 or more
years in service with the company.
They say they are done once the
camera is installed. They have
no problem with the forward
cameras. Some might not mind
over-the-shoulder cameras that
show the dash and their hands. But
they want nothing to do with the
‘spy eye.’ These folks can’t use
their cellphone when the truck is
moving, even hands-free. Micro
management at its worst,” Jon said.
“I have not had a single driver
state that he or she is in favor
of the (driver) facing camera,”
Jon concluded. “Most say that a
forward-facing camera is okay, but
the camera facing the driver is an
invasion of their privacy.” LL

A trucker for 10 years
and trucking journalist
for more than 14 years,
John Bendel’s biggest
inspiration still comes
from his readers.
For his series in Land
Line, he wants to know
what kind of technology
has become part of your job. Love it, hate
it, how does it work for you? Email John at
John_Bendel@LandLineMag.com.
Circle No. 129 on Response Card
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NEXT GEN TRUCKS

Who will be
the stars of the
‘next gen’ show?
By Land Line staff

T

Navistar
SuperTruck

ruck innovation is as old as the first Class 8
truck. Nowadays, while government
regulations play a role in stimulating creativity,
there is still no substitute for entrepreneurial
innovation when it comes to advancing
technology. It takes balls to be a pioneer and
failures are part of trying. When you are dealing
with electronics, imagination is your limit. It’s
refreshing to see the possibilities becoming
realities.

The SuperTruck program is credited
by the Department of Energy for 20
new fuel-saving technologies that have
already reached the consumer market.
While fuel cell-powered trucks grabbed big
attention and headlines (See related Nikola One
article on Page 73) toward the end of 2016, it
certainly is not the only realm in which truck
innovation is moving forward – in leaps and
bounds. Diesel-powered concept trucks continue
to be developed and evolve, putting up impressive
numbers and spurring innovation on the
component side.
Truck makers like Freightliner, Volvo and
Paccar have all grabbed headlines with their
concept trucks. These trucks still power off diesel,
but are turning in some whopping numbers when
it comes to fuel economy.
Volvo held a big unveiling of its SuperTruck in
Washington, D.C., at the U.S. Department
of Energy in September 2016. It’s part of a
$115 million Department of Energy initiative in
which Cummins, Daimler, Peterbilt and Navistar
also participate.
All of the SuperTrucks – Cummins-Paccar,
Daimler, Navistar and Volvo – turned in
double-digit fuel economy results. The results
ranged from 10 plus miles per gallon turned in
70 LAND LINE

Volvo
SuperTruck

Freightliner
SuperTruck

CumminsPeterbilt
FEBRUARY
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SuperTruck

by Cummins-Paccar to 13 miles per
gallon with the Navistar truck. Daimler
and Volvo reported 12.2 and 12 mpg
respectively.
The SuperTruck program is credited
by the Department of Energy for 20 new
fuel-saving technologies that have already
reached the consumer market.
Apparently the Department of Energy
leadership was happy enough with the
results of the SuperTruck initiative that
they rolled out SuperTruck II.
Just as the EPA and NHTSA rolled
out its second round of standards for
heavy-duty vehicles the Department
of Energy announced another $137
million SuperTruck II program. Four
of the original participants – Cummins,
Daimler, Navistar and Volvo – will get
another $20 million each that they will
match dollar-for-dollar.
Innovation certainly isn’t exclusive
to truck manufacturers. Bob Sliwa has
been around for decades engineering,
designing and building trucks to grab
the highest mpg number possible. His
latest venture is in cooperation with Shell
Lubricants.
Sliwa first hit the scene (and the cover
of Land Line) with his Airflow truck
back in 1983. His futuristic-looking
aerodynamic cabover truck, with full
trailer skirts, wide base tires and an APU
achieved 10.54 mpg on a trip in 1983.
He was back again between 2009 and
2012 with the BulletTruck achieving
13.4 mpg. Now, in a partnership with
Shell Lubricants he is developing the
2017 StarShip. Details about Sliwa’s
latest innovation have been kept under
tight wraps, but as the name implies we
probably can expect to learn more this
year.
Regardless, if you are team alt-fuel
and waiting for the Nikola One to take
the road or if you are diehard diesel, the
next three to five years will certainly
seem to have been rapid evolution in the
trucks rolling off the assembly line. But,
it’s the years of innovation, imagination
and maybe even sheer stubbornness that
will pay off with fuel economy numbers
that once seemed to be only wishful
thinking. LL

Meet Nikola One
Powered by hydrogen fuel
cells, start-up company
claims trucks will hit 20 mpg
By Suzanne Stempinski,
contributing ﬁeld editor

I

n December 2016, in front of media
and potential customers, Trevor
Milton, founder and CEO of Nikola
Motor Co., revealed the prototype
Nikola One, a hydrogen-electric
powered Class 8 truck with an
anticipated roll-out in 2020.
The electric drivetrain used in the
U.S. and Canadian markets will be
powered by a hydrogen-electric 800V
fuel cell. Nikola’s hydrogen trucks are
expected to have a range of roughly
1,200 miles between fill-ups. Their
goal is to achieve nearly 20 miles per
gallon with zero emissions under full
load, surpassing all the government
mandates, including the EPA’s
Phase 2 GHG standards.
Their lease plan, at an anticipated
cost of $5,000 to $7,000 per month,
will include 1 million miles of fuel,
regularly scheduled maintenance,
updates, and even a freight matching
service.
Small, medium and large ﬂeets
are interested. U.S. Xpress has
committed to buying the trucks
for their ﬂeet. It’s a big enough
commitment that their name is
emblazoned on the prototype truck.
But it’s not exclusively ﬂeets that are
ready to try out the new technology.

OOIDA Senior Member Steve Watt
signed up early; he expects to have
one of the first 50 trucks produced. A
one-truck owner-operator who hauls
meat and milk around the Midwest,
Watt sees smart business in his
future.
“One of the appealing parts of this
truck is a lower fixed cost of operation
and less time spent on maintenance,”
he told Land Line.
Watt, who currently runs a 2008
Peterbilt 389, is convinced it will be
not only better business but also
more eco-conscious.
“I’ve been tired of fossil fuels for
years,” he explained. “They’ve made
some folks rich, created wars, and
messed up our environment. This
makes more sense.”
Lease, service and warranty will be
done through Ryder Systems, with
more than 800 locations in the lower
48 states.
Nikola partnered with Meritor in the
design of the truck. The entire vehicle
was built around the powertrain. They
started with the motor gear boxes
with two completely independent
motors per axle that share a
common housing. The independent
suspension was created around
the gear boxes, which offers fully
independent suspension, both front
and rear.
They’ve lowered the center of
gravity by removing the diesel
engine, transmission, and emissions
equipment – and by installing
batteries, electric motors and a fuel
Continued on Page 73
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So what’s the skinny
on hydrogen fuel cells?
By Paul Abelson, senior technical consultant

espite numerous notions regarding the next generation
of trucks, we remain focused on two concepts: the
most economical way to generate power and then the
transmission of that power to the wheels.
For years, hydrogen fuel cells have been under
development. A fuel cell combines hydrogen and oxygen
to produce electricity. You generate the power by cracking
the hydrogen compounds and allowing them to react
together. The fuel cell converts it into usable power.
The emissions from the fuel cell are harmless water
vapor, which is one reason they go a long way in jumping
EPA hurdles.
People ask, are hydrogen fuel cells more flammable?
Would your truck be a Hindenburg? Actually, my opinion
is that it’s safer than gas or diesel. Here’s why. Hydrogen
is combined with other elements and is never found as a

free gas. We do not have to worry about highly flammable
free hydrogen because there is none in the fuel cell.
Since fuel cells produce electric power, the torque
characteristics are different from gas and diesel engines.
The trend in today’s diesels is toward higher torque at
lower rpm. Torque, not horsepower, is what does the
work. Electric motors have maximum torque at zero rpm
and no reserve torque at maximum rpm. It’s the ideal

© science photo - Fotolia.com
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formula for transport propulsion.
The electric power has other advantages besides the
torque characteristic of its motors. Internal combustion
engines have a great deal of internal friction and require
massive transmissions and axles and specialty lubricants.
If we can replace those with electric wires, we lower
weight and reduce maintenance requirements. By placing
motors at any or all wheels, including trailer wheels, and
by computerizing power demand we can make trucks
more efficient and safer while reducing energy losses.
The next gen trucks, whatever energy they use, will
need a supply network very different from what exists.
All of this will challenge our existing infrastructure to
develop what we need to move forward. There will be
safety considerations, too, and all these will give direction
to the research and development.
But the question is not whether it can be done; it can.
But is it economically feasible? This is why it’s my
opinion that small-business truckers should not be the
forerunners. There are huge, imaginative corporations
with extensive research and development departments
who can afford to help work the bugs out of the new
systems. LL
Circle No. 72 on Response Card

Meet Nikola One From Page 71
cell below the frame rail. This creates a stable platform and
a safer ride.
The Nikola One is equipped with air disc brakes and also
uses regenerative braking currently found in today’s hybrid
and electric motor vehicles to not only help stop the vehicle
but capture braking energy and store it in its battery pack.
Currently it takes 65 feet for a typical Class 8 tractor’s air
disc brakes to engage. This truck can start braking in as
little as two to three feet.
With the mid-cab entry design, the driver simply walks
straight into the cab and then up between the front seats
to access the cockpit, much like an airplane. The driver
sits high – as in a cabover. A dozen cameras are mounted
around the exterior of the cab. That information, along
with all the operating info, is fed to a driver-friendly 21-inch
touchscreen.
The touchscreen display also houses the new freightmatching Nikola Shipments proprietary software. With this
software, a driver can simply input the departure and arrival
locations and times, and they will be provided with the
available shipments, Nikola Hydrogen Stations and Nikola
Service Centers located along their route.
The first 5,000 trucks will be built by Fitzgerald Glider Kits
in Tennessee, while Nikola builds their planned $1 billion
assembly plant at a yet-to-be-determined location. They
anticipate initial production of 50,000 trucks per year.
Nikola claims it has already received more than $4 billion
in pre-orders. LL
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‘self-driving’ even mean? THOU
Self-driving.
It’s a term you have probably seen a lot lately and
should expect to see pop up often for … well … the rest
of our lives at this point. But what does it mean?
That’s a really good question and one the consumer
advocacy group Consumer Watchdog is demanding the
California Department of Motor Vehicles clarify. In a
letter to the director of the DMV, Consumer Watchdog
asks the department to “start a formal rulemaking to
enact a regulation protecting consumers from misleading
advertising.”
More specifically, the consumer group is talking about
the use of the term “self-driving” whenever the DMV is
referring to vehicles that feature any level of automation.
Consumer Watchdog claims that “self-driving” can leave
a dangerous and sometimes fatal impression that a car is
more capable of driving itself than it actually is.
The DMV apparently agrees with them. In fact, in its
letter, Consumer Watchdog points out that the DMV had
already addressed the issue with this statement from late
September 2016:

As specified in the revised draft regulations, a vehicle
cannot be advertised as autonomous in California
unless it meets the definition of “autonomous”
specified in Vehicle Code §38750 and the autonomous
vehicle regulations. The terms “self-driving,”
“automated,” “autopilot,” and other statements
that lead a reasonable person to believe a vehicle is
autonomous constitute advertising regulated by the
truth-in-advertising provisions in the Vehicle Code.
Even Congress hesitates to use certain words when
addressing autonomous vehicles, or whatever you want
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By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

States pursue, enact rules
on use of autonomous vehicles
By Keith Goble, state legislative editor

In the past couple of years the majority of state legislatures
have discussed, and some have adopted, rules on the use of
autonomous vehicles.
Vehicles that are intended to navigate their way through
traffic without requiring someone to hold the steering
wheel already are authorized for testing in certain states
around the country.
Arizona, California, Florida, Michigan, Nevada, North
Dakota, Tennessee and Utah were the first states to adopt
rules related to the use of autonomous vehicles through
state law, regulation or executive order. The rules adopted
permit research and testing of the vehicles on public roads
after certain requirements are met.
Growth of the technology’s use has spurred the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration to set model
state policy on autonomous vehicles. At the state level,
legislators from coast to coast are taking action on use of
the technology.
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In 2016, lawmakers in at least 18 states offered bills
covering autonomous vehicles. According to the National
Conference of State Legislatures, the total is up from six
states in 2012.
The uptrend is not expected to slow in the months ahead.
Below are some notable efforts followed by Land Line.
In December, Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder signed into
law a bill package to update state laws on autonomous
vehicles.
SB995-998 permits operation on public roads and does
not require a person to be inside the vehicle. Operators
would be required to supervise and control the vehicle.
Truck platoons, however, would be required to have a CDL
holder behind the wheel.
Intended to boost autonomous vehicle research in the
state, the new law allows for testing of vehicles on small
stretches of public road that are decommissioned.
Snyder said the legislative action positions the state for
well into the future.
“Michigan put the world on wheels and now we are
FEBRUARY 2017

Consumer Watchdog claims that “self-driving” can leave
to call them. On Nov.15, 2016, the Subcommittee
a dangerous and sometimes fatal impression that a car
on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade held
a hearing exploring the issue of self-driving
is more capable of driving itself than it actually is.
vehicles. Dr. Mark Rosekind, administrator
for the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, and several industry stakeholders
were quick to point out that there are several different
for use on public roads and deletes the requirement that a driver
levels of automation. When referring to the highest
must be in the vehicle.
level – vehicles that require no human responsibility
Missouri state lawmakers also acted this past year to
regarding the vehicle or the environment – the word
authorize
driver-assistive truck platooning technology on state
“self-driving” was used.
highways,
but then-Gov. Jay Nixon turned it back.
In other words, it’s very clear that “self-driving”
The
Republican-led
General Assembly voted to set up a sixrefers to vehicles where no human is required. Vehicles
year
pilot
program
to
permit
truck platoons of up to two vehicles
that do not exist, at least not legally. Therefore,
with less than 50 feet separation.
Consumer Watchdog has every right to be concerned
State law prohibits truck and bus drivers from following
about the use of the term.
another
such vehicle within 300 feet.
As explained in the subcommittee hearing, selfNixon, a Democrat, acknowledged that automated driving
driving cars are proving to be difficult to implement.
technology has advanced significantly within recent years;
There is no consensus among stakeholders as to when
however, in his veto message he said the “long-term safety and
self-driving vehicles will be ready for the market.
reliability of this technology remains unproven.”
What appears to be happening is that everyone
The former governor who left office in January added that
is moving ahead faster than the technology itself.
“using Missouri highways as a testing ground for long-haul
We’re trying to regulate an industry that doesn’t even
trucks to deploy this unproven technology is simply a risk not
exist yet. Heck, we can’t even agree on the correct
worth taking at this time.”
nomenclature yet.
An override attempt came up nine votes shy of the two-thirds
If we do not even know what to call something,
majority needed for passage.
maybe it’s too soon to put them on the road going
Not to be deterred, Republican Rep. Charlie Davis of Webb
70 mph or more. LL
City has a new bill to authorize the truck platoons.
Republican Gov. Eric Greitens has not addressed the issue.
In Pennsylvania, a task force is working to develop
leading the way in transforming the auto industry,” the
guidance for the state transportation department to use when
governor said in prepared remarks. “... As new technology
drafting autonomous vehicle policy.
is developed, we will continue as the leader the rest of the
PennDOT leads the group made up of state, federal, education,
world sees as its biggest competition.”
trucking and industry officials.
California Gov. Jerry Brown has also taken recent
Leslie Richards, the state transportation director, wrote on
action to advance autonomous technology. A new law
the governor’s website that the state is intent on becoming a
authorizes the Contra Costa Transportation Authority to
national leader in autonomous vehicle testing.
conduct a pilot project to test autonomous vehicles that do
Across the state line in New Jersey, an Assembly bill
not possess a steering wheel, accelerator or brake pedal,
covers the use of autonomous, self-driving vehicles. A3745
or vehicle operator. The exceptions would be permitted
would permit testing of self-driving vehicles on roadways in
only at specific sites in Contra Costa County.
certain circumstances.
State rules have required testing vehicles to have
A separate effort in the Garden State covers the use of selfbrakes, a steering wheel, and a person in the driver’s seat.
driving
vehicles. Specifically, any autonomous vehicle sold in
Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla, D-Concord, said the
the state would be required to have an ignition interlock device
long-term goal is to use the robot vehicles to improve
installed.
mobility by connecting riders to larger mass transit
Assemblywoman Nancy Pinkin, D-Middlesex, is behind
platforms.
the
effort, which would prevent drunk drivers from using
Elsewhere, Florida state lawmakers acted in 2016
autonomous
vehicles to evade laws on driving under the
to authorize a study on the use of truck platooning
influence.
technology. Among the rules waived for testing purposes
Among the states with legislative efforts for 2017 that cover
is the state’s following distance requirements.
autonomous vehicles are Nevada, New Hampshire, and
Sunshine State lawmakers also approved adding to
South Carolina. LL
and amending existing rules on the use of autonomous
vehicles. The new law eliminates testing requirements
FEBRUARY 2017

LAND LINE 75

BIZ BUZZSPECIAL

Love’s has explosive 2016,
expects more fireworks in 2017
With the 47 new
locations in 2016, Love’s
added more than 3,000
truck parking spaces
By Tyson Fisher, staff writer

I

f you have been driving through
the country and thinking, “Man,
there sure seem to be more Love’s
Travel Stops than I remembered,”
you’re not wrong. Love’s
development team cranked it to 11
in 2016, opening the most stores in
a year in the company’s history.
In 2016, Love’s opened 47
locations throughout the United
States, about 10 more than in 2015
and more than any other year since
Love’s was founded in 1964. In
fact, Love’s opened five locations
on Dec. 15, beating a one-day
record. The previous record was
four locations in one day.
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New locations were not
concentrated in one region.
According to Love’s spokesperson
Kealey Dorian, new travel stops
sprang up in 20 states. The longterm goal is to shorten the gap
between locations.
“If we’ve got a location on
I-40 in Oklahoma City and then
we’ve got another one on I-40 in
Little Rock, Ark., we’re looking in
between there to see how we can
fill that gap and provide a few more
stops.”
Love’s expansion did not occur
overnight. It didn’t even happen
over the course of a year. According
to Dorian, this has been in the
making for approximately four
years.
“This is a combination of work
started by our development team
back in 2012,” Dorian said. “It
takes several months to go through
the approval process on the local
level.”
This approval process Dorian

refers to has been the bane of
many truck stop locations. Many
municipalities are resistant to the
building of truck stops for various
reasons. In the Jason’s Law survey
results, the Federal Highway
Administration found that “it has
been challenging for states to site
truck parking locations due to
negative public perceptions and
local planning and zoning issues.”
“There’s always going to be
people who don’t want any sort of
development, and sometimes it’s
our business in particular,” Dorian
said. “I don’t know if that’s ever
going to go away.”
Despite some resistance, Love’s
is always reaching out to see how
they can help the community.
Because of this process, a new
location can take anywhere from 18
to 36 months to open from the time
Love’s approaches the city with its
plans.
As the trucking industry
continues to battle the pervasive
FEBRUARY 2017

“We are looking at
either matching what we
accomplished (in 2016)
or possibly outpacing it.”
– Kealey Dorian, Love’s spokesperson

issue of limited parking, Love’s is
trying to do its part in alleviating
the problem. The Jason’s Law report
confirmed what many already knew:
Truckers prefer private truck stops.
Of the more than 300,000 truck
parking spaces documented, 272,000
belong to private truck stops.
Because governments are limited to
what they can do, it’s up to private
industry to build more spaces.
American Transportation Research
Institute found in a recent truck
parking report that 48.8 percent
of truck parking spaces at public
rest areas were occupied by noncommercial vehicles. ATRI also
discovered that more than 70 percent
of truckers stop at private truck stops
for 10-hour required breaks.
The message is clear: The burden
of more truck parking spaces lies on
the shoulders of private truck stops

such as Love’s.
With the 47 new locations in 2016,
Love’s added more than 3,000 truck
parking spaces. That number is
nothing to scoff at. And that’s just
the beginning. This year is likely to
provide a similar number of spaces.
“We are looking at either matching
what we accomplished (in 2016) or
possibly outpacing it,” Dorian said.
It is hard to predict what is in
store for 2017, but Dorian projects
Love’s will add approximately 3,100
truck parking spaces this year. Of
course, this is dependent on the
developmental side of the equation.
Because of opposition and other
factors, some projects may not be
completed until 2018. LL
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Don’t stick your neck out!
Know your clearance with GiraffeG4

“I don’t have to guess ... or stop in the middle of the road
wondering. The GiraffeG4 is just a wonderful tool.
I absolutely LOVE IT.” – David Valiga, West Middlesex, PA

$15 REBATE + 5% DISCOUNT
for OOIDA MEMBERS

1-877-543-1087 www.GiraffeG4.com
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Lots of thought and work delivered
a real ‘Ace in the Hole’

By Bryan Martin

This striking Kenworth is owned by
Kyle “KC” Cousins, with Fleenor
Brothers Enterprises out of Carthage,
Mo., and, wow, does this truck make
a statement or what?
After more than a year in the
shop, this W900L made its debut
in 2016 and won awards at many
truck shows throughout the summer,
plus Best of Show – Bobtail at the
Guilty By Association event held at
Chrome Shop Mafia in September.
The OOIDA member has always
been a fan of Kenworths, especially
when they sport the old Movin’ On/
Apache paint job.
After seeing this truck being
offered for sale, he acquired the
truck back in 2012 from MHC
Kenworth. At first, his intention was
to quickly run it through the shop
and simply do some minor upgrades
on the interior. But the truck got
parked on the sidelines as they
became covered up with other timesensitive shop work.
The dispatchers began to have a
running joke about it. “Well, if we
have a truck go down, we’ve always
got the black W900L as an ‘ace
in the hole’ if we need to put it to
work.” The joke tracked since Kyle
is a big George Strait fan, and “Ace
in the Hole” is among his favorite
Strait tunes. So the truck gained its
permanent name.
Since the truck had good specs
like a 525 horsepower Cummins ISX
engine, an 18-speed transmission,
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Hot truck plus cool colors plus the right background equals one killer photo.

Back of the sleeper says it all.

and relatively low miles (plus he had
always wanted a big long stretchedout show truck), KC decided to go
ahead and amp up his plans for the
transformation in a big way.
First things first, the frame was
lengthened from a respectable

The retro KW emblem is a nice touch.

290-inch wheelbase to a whopping
308 inches. Next the entire truck,
including the chassis, was refinished
and repainted. MHC Kenworth of
Joplin sprayed the black paint and
the clearcoat after the CSM paint
crew did the custom marbleized red
FEBRUARY 2017

YOUR ROADSIDE

ASSISTANT
from

Photos courtesy of Alicia Larson, Shoot First Photography

The 12-gauge air suspension up front allows for a perfect stance.

stripe. The 4 State Trucks-CSM fab
shop did full frame rail sleeves, and
a full-length custom deck plate to
hide the frame bolts and dang near
provide room enough for a dance
floor ahead of the fifth wheel.
Many cool accessories were added
as you can see. Things like the retro
crooked KW emblem on the front of
the hood; slammed sun visor; the
7-inch bull hauler stacks; American
Eagle front bumper (which looks
great on any W900L); dual T-bar
rear bumpers; the fiberglass doublehump rear fenders; painted fuel
tanks; the intimidating number of
roof lights. All of that – along with
the cab and sleeper light package –
bring the whole truck together to
look like a hot rod rig with plenty of
class and a ton of wow factor with a
cocky, but cool, attitude.
Fleenor Brothers was purchased
in 1986 by Kyle’s parents, Darcy
and Janice. They have expanded
the fleet, which primarily hauls
explosives and hazmat classified
material, from one tractor-trailer to
nearly 50 trucks and a wide variety
of types of trailers today.
Kyle sends out a special thanks
to wife Sara and son Kolton for
the weekends spent at truck shows
and for the many, many nights he
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wasn’t home for dinner. He also has
a lot of gratitude for his mom and
dad for everything, as well as MHC
Kenworth, Maple Leaf Truck Service
and the 4 State Trucks shop crew.
Lastly, he sends a big ol’ “thank
you, boys” to Larry Lawhead and
Jason Mickey (MHC) for keeping it
real, and all the brainstorming, idea
forming and dreaming they helped
with during the build.
When I write these stories, I
generally ask the truck owners
what advice they might give a fella
who is just starting out in trucking?
Kyle’s suggestion: “Don’t jump
in too fast and follow stories that
seem too good to be true, as they
nearly always lead to fool’s gold.
Spend some time talking with guys
who have been in the industry for
decades, and you will usually learn
more in four hours than in four years
of trying it your way, on your own.”
Sounds like great advice to me,
for any of us, regardless of your
industry. LL
Bryan “Boss Man” Martin and his family own
and operate 4 State Trucks in Joplin, Mo.
They have been entrenched in trucking for
three generations and have but one focus:
To serve America’s truckers and assist in
keeping them “looking good and rolling
proud” as they travel the highways.

KNOW YOUR
TRUCK’S HEALTH!
■ View diagnostic trouble codes
(all J1939 codes) on your
Bluetooth enabled Android
device
■ Includes wireless PACLink device
with free Android app
■ Reads active and inactive codes,
resets inactive
■ Supports Class 5-8 trucks,
2004 and forward
SPECIAL
■ VIN, Serial #, etc.
OOIDA
MEMBER
■ Real-time gauges
DISCOUNT
and component info
Owner-Operator, Fleet Owners,
Emergency Services,
Maintenance Managers
• Customers need CEL checked?
Use PACLink in the parking lot
• Working in remote areas?
No wi-ﬁ or cell signal needed

ORDER AT

www.paccar.com/paclink
Contact us at paclink@paccar.com
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MAINTENANCEQ&A
Paul Abelson SENIOR TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

When to spend more and when not to

Q

With all the talk about corrosion and how
it eats away at components, should I switch
to stainless steel nuts and bolts? I have a 2013
International ProStar pulling a 2015 Great Dane.
Both are in pretty good shape and I want to keep them
that way.

A

Even if you can afford the price premium for
stainless steel fasteners, the answer is probably
not. It is widely believed that stainless steel is stronger
than the mild carbon steels used in most fasteners, but it
really isn’t. Stainless steel costs at least twice the price
of ordinary fasteners, and its strength is somewhere
between grade 2 and grade 5 fasteners, leaning closer to
grade 5.

To ensure maximum corrosion
resistance, nothing beats frequent
inspections and a good coat of paint.
The Society of Automotive Engineers issued a
recommended practice, J429, dealing with properties
of steel fasteners. It covers nuts and bolts, studs and
U-bolts up to 1 1/2 inches in diameter.
Bolts are graded by yield strength and tensile strength
among other properties. Fasteners work by stretching
within their elastic limits and clamping the items being
held together between the head and nut. As long as the
limits, which are measured in pounds per square inch
(psi), are not reached, the fastener will hold. If they are
exceeded, the fastener will stretch and permanently lose
its clamping ability.
That’s why it is important to apply the torque
specified in repair manuals and to avoid using “just a bit
more to be sure.” Over-torquing is the major cause of
fastener failures in trucks, according to the Technology
and Maintenance Council.
SAE classifies automotive fasteners into grades. The
most common are 2, 5 and 8. They are identified by
lines on the bolt’s hex-head: no lines for grade 2, three
lines pointing to alternate points on the head for grade 5
and six lines, one at each corner, for grade 8. The bolts
and nuts are made of low carbon steel, medium carbon
steel, and medium carbon alloy steel, respectively.
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There are stronger fasteners beyond grade 8, used in
specialized applications only.
Most grade 8 fasteners are cadmium plated for
corrosion resistance and ease of work. Some grade
2 and 5 fasteners are dipped in zinc or plated for
corrosion resistance. Grade 2 fasteners have a minimum
yield strength as low as 36,000 psi. For the stronger
fasteners, grades 5 and 8, those values are 81,000 psi
and 130,000 psi, respectively.
Depending on the chemistry and dimensions of the
SS fasteners, yield strength can be between 20,000 and
55,000 psi. If there is any structural load involved, use
the appropriate grade 5 or 8 fastener recommended by
the component or equipment manufacturer and torque it
to specification.
If you are attaching a stainless tool box or other
lightly stressed or decorative accessory, by all means
consider SS, but they’re not for heavy-duty fastening.
To ensure maximum corrosion resistance, nothing beats
frequent inspections and a good coat of paint. In areas
that collect road spray, consider using rust-proofing
paint. You may have to clean an area with a wire brush
and prime it before painting.
For more on fasteners, look up Fastenal’s Technical
Reference Guide s7028, American Fastener
Technologies Corp., Lawson Products, Imperial
Supplies and others.

Q

I have a 2013 Pete with a 450 hp motor and
10-speed transmission. It has about 280,000
miles hauling mostly dirt and rock from construction
sites. I’ve developed a vibration that seems to be in the
drive wheels. I took it to a friend’s shop. He checked
the wheels and tires for balance and runout and the
drive shafts for balance. He inspected all the U-joints
and they seemed fine. He checked other stuff and
couldn’t find anything wrong. Do you have any ideas?

A

There are several possibilities. When we spoke,
you mentioned that due to the heavy-duty,
short-haul work you do, you recently had your clutch
replaced. Rather than using an OEM or equivalent
replacement, your friend “saved you money” by
installing a one-size-fits-all clutch. While many of
these replacements are dimensionally correct, they
FEBRUARY 2017

often aren’t engineered to absorb the torsional vibration
generated by modern engines, especially at low rpm.
Torsional vibration is created when combustion takes
place and the piston pushes down to turn the crankshaft.
In a six-cylinder engine, that creates a series of impacts,
one every 120 degrees of crankshaft rotation. Each
time the crankshaft rotates, it gets three impacts that
twist it forward and three periods when it springs back
between impacts. The strength and elasticity of the
crankshaft absorb these impulses, but transmit these
regular impulses as vibration. Since it comes from rotary
motion, it is called torsional vibration.
A clutch designed for these forces uses springs to
absorb and cushion the torsional vibration. If not
properly absorbed, the vibrations carry through the
entire drive train. These repeated impacts over time can
damage transmission and differential gears, synchronizer
parts, U-joints, bearings and even suspension parts.
Small shops and dealers stock these will-fit parts to
keep their inventory costs down, but there’s nothing like
a properly engineered part.
Another possibility is a failing vibration damper. They
are mounted on the crankshaft. They use counterweights
in a silicone-based viscous fluid to absorb the impulses.
Silicone is subject to hardening due to impact or just
plain age. Your occupation leaves you vulnerable to
early damper failure.
It is also possible that when your clutch was replaced,
fasteners were torqued with an air wrench and torquelimiting device rather than hand-tightened with a
torque wrench. These “torque sticks” reduce torque
transmission but do not limit it. Fasteners torqued
beyond their yield point allow fastened components to
loosen, causing vibration. LL
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DO YOU HAVE
A MAINTENANCE
QUESTION?
Send your question to Paul Abelson,
consulting senior technical editor, in care of
Land Line Magazine, PO Box 1000, Grain Valley, MO
64029; email them to TruckWriter@WowAccess.net
or fax questions to 630-983-7678. Please mark your
message Attention: Maintenance Q&A.
Although we won’t be able to publish an answer to
all questions in Land Line, we will answer as many as
possible.
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MATS 2017: Look who is back
Mack, Pete and Western Star will be Kentucky-bound
at the end of next month. The three are among the latest
big players who have committed to exhibits at the MidAmerica Trucking Show March 23-25 in Louisville. A
month ago, Cummins and Kenworth announced their
intention to return after skipping last year’s show.
Adam Weckman of Exhibit Management Associates
told Land Line in early January that a significant
participation is expected.
“We have more than 750 exhibitors committed,
including Cummins, Kenworth Trucks, Mack Trucks,
Peterbilt, Western Star Trucks, and many of their critical
suppliers,” said Weckman. “We expect to surpass
1,000 exhibitors and 1 million square feet of exhibits,
representing the entire heavy-duty trucking industry
under one roof.”
Show producers also expect significant participation
from OEM truck/trailer suppliers as well as trailer
manufacturers. LL
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Who’s that on the NY Stock
Exchange under SNDR?

12 volt DC refrigerators
Not thermo electric
heat pipe coolers!
2-Year Warranty
Portable
Fridge Freezers
Up to 4 cu. ft.
from just $399
OEM
Replacement Models
from just $499
GEORGETOWN, KY • 502-863-4536
I-75, Exit 129 East, next to Pilot Travel Center

ELOY, AZ • 502-836-2386
I-10, Exit 200, across from Love’s Travel Center

www.TruckFridge.com

Schneider National Inc. of Green Bay, Wis., and the
Schneider family announced in late December that
the company has filed a registration statement with
the U.S. Securities
and Exchange
Commission for
a proposed initial
public offering of its
Class B common
stock. It is under
the New York Stock
Exchange ticker
symbol “SNDR,” but
how many shares are
to be offered and at
what price is yet to be determined.
According to Journal of Commerce, it could be the
largest trucking IPO since Swift Transportation went
public in 2010 in a $806 million offering.
Schneider operates one of the largest for-hire
trucking fleets in North America. Back in October, the
company said the objectives of the transaction are to
keep the controlling ownership in the Schneider family
in the future while keeping its “corporate governance
structure.” LL
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Time to make those
Louisville travel plans
If the Mid-America Trucking Show is on your
calendar for March, here’s your when-and-where
checklist:

What’s the show schedule?
The Mid-America Trucking Show will be held
Thursday through Saturday, March 23-25. On
Thursday there will be a special VIP session from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with doors open to the public from
1 p.m. to 6 p.m. On Friday the doors will open to the
general public from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. On Saturday
the show is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Where is OOIDA going to be this year?
The Association will have two booths at the 2017
show. Just like last year, we will be in Booth 11128 in
the North Wing and Booth 65229 in the West Wing.
You can catch OOIDA’s tour truck in the PKY Truck
Beauty Championship in Lot J behind the West
Wing.
It will cost only $35 to join or renew your OOIDA
membership at MATS.

How much are MATS tickets?
Nothing, if you handle things right. Online
preregistration at TruckingShow.com continues until
Feb. 23. Preregistrations received before Feb. 23 will
be mailed at the end of February/first of March.
After Feb. 23, it will cost you $10 – either to
preregister or at the door – to get into the show,
and you will have to wait in line for your badge to
be printed. If you do preregister, be sure to print out
your registration confirmation and bring it with you to
the show to exchange for your badge.
Your badge is good for all three days of the show.

Where can I park my truck?
Tractor-trailer parking is $30 daily, and spots with
hook-ups are available for $50. Spots with hook-ups
must be reserved by calling 502-367-5384. If you’re
in your personal vehicle, you can count on $8 to
park each day.
Free tractor-trailer parking is available courtesy
of show management at Papa John’s Cardinal
Stadium. Shuttle buses to and from the Kentucky
Expo Center are also provided for anyone parking
at Papa John’s. The lot will be accessible from
Wednesday, March 22, at 7:30 a.m. through
Saturday, March 25, at 6 p.m. LL
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TAXTIPS
Howard Abrams PBS TAX & BOOKKEEPING

Deductions and depreciation

Q.

I just reviewed my tax
return, and it does not make
sense. I sold my truck last year for
$30,000. It cost me $60,000. Don’t
I have a loss of $30,000?

A

No, you do not have a loss
of $30,000. When you sell a
depreciable asset such as a truck,
you must compute its adjusted basis.
You then compare its adjusted basis
to the sale price and that will
determine your gain or loss.
You bought the truck for $60,000
but over a few years you deducted
$40,000 in depreciation. You then

Doing your own tax
return could be an
extremely dangerous
endeavor.
take the original cost of $60,000
and reduce it by the $40,000
depreciation you deducted since
acquiring the truck, which leaves
$20,000 as your adjusted basis.
You sold the truck for $30,000.
The computation for the sale of
the truck is as follows: The sale
price of $30,000 is reduced by the
$20,000 adjusted basis which leaves
a $10,000 gain.
If you traded the truck in on a
new one instead of selling it, the
gain is not reported but you must
reduce the basis of the new truck by
that gain. There are advantages and
disadvantages relative to sales of
equipment versus trade-ins.
Also, keep in mind that loans do
not affect gain or loss. So in the
above example, if you bought the
truck with a $10,000 down payment
and borrowed $50,000 and you still
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owed $35,000 when you sold the
truck, you would be out $5,000 after
paying the truck off. However, you
would still have a gain of $10,000.
You would have received $30,000
from the sale, but you have to pay
off the loan of $35,000.

Q.

I have been hearing a lot
about taxpayers preparing
their own tax returns. Are they
doing the right thing? Should I be
preparing my own tax returns and
save the preparation fee?

A

Doing your own tax return
could be an extremely
dangerous endeavor. It’s not the
accuracy that I’m worried about
(computer-generated tax returns will
always add up and be accurate). It is
the content that could really hurt
you.
By dangerous endeavor and
content hurting you, I’m referring
to the ultimate result. Other
than straightforward income and
deductions such as W-2 income and
mortgage interest deduction, other
items such as business expenses;
depreciation; taxable and nontaxable
interest and dividends; capital gains;
and per diem reimbursement plans
can present problems in judgment
and actuality that can cost you more
tax dollars than you’ll ever pay a tax
preparer.
Be extremely careful about the
company or individual you choose
to prepare your income tax returns.
New companies and those with bad
reputations should be avoided. Make
sure you get referrals of clients that
have used the tax preparer for many
years. A decision regarding which
depreciation method to use and how

much to expense can haunt you for
some time whether you or a “not
knowledgeable” tax preparer makes
that decision.

Q.

I am a company driver.
What is deductible when
I’m on the road?

A

While self-employed
individuals can generally
deduct any expenses incurred to
earn their income, company drivers
are limited to non-reimbursed
expenses required by their employer.
You are entitled to per diem for
overnights and motel expenses. A
good rule to follow for deductions
would be any expenses incurred that
are necessary or required in the
performance of your job and/or
operation of the truck but are not
reimbursed by your company, such
as uniforms, gloves, logbooks,
maps, cellphone, CB, tools, Windex,
paper towels, showers, etc.
Remember, as a company driver,
these deductions are available only
if you itemize deductions and are
not available if you take the
standard deduction. LL
This article has been presented by
PBS Tax & Bookkeeping Service, a
company which has been providing
income tax and bookkeeping services
to the trucking industry for over a
quarter century. If you would like
further information, please contact us
at 800-697-5153. Visit our website at
PBSTax.com.
Everyone’s financial situation is
different. This article does not give
and is not intended to give specific
accounting and/or tax advice.
Please consult with your own tax or
accounting professional.
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Hiring our Heroes:

Veteran now truckin’ in new KW

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping
800-697-5153
www.pbstax.com

Call now to
receive your

FREE

INCOME TAX
Troy Davidson and his new ride (Photo courtesy of U.S. Chamber of Commerce)

As the winner of the inaugural
Transition Trucking award, truck
driver and U.S. Navy veteran Troy
Davidson is now delivering loads
in a new 2016 Kenworth T680. The
award was presented by Hiring
Our Heroes in partnership with
Kenworth Trucks and FASTPORT.
Davidson received the honor in
December during a ceremony at
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in
Washington, D.C. The truck driver,
who started working for Werner
Enterprises in September 2015, was
presented the keys to the $170,000
vehicle – a fully loaded T680 with
76-inch sleeper and Paccar MX-13
engine.
To be eligible for the award, a
driver had to be a military veteran
or serve in the National Guard or
Reserve. Nominees also had to
be graduates of a PTDI-certified
or NAPFTDS or CVTA member

PHONE
OFFICE HOURS

driver training school and have a
valid commercial driver’s license,
and be employees of a trucking
company that made a pledge to
hire veterans. They had to be hired
for the trucking job between Jan. 1,
2015, and June 29, 2016.
The campaign is part of an effort
to get more military veterans to
work in the transportation industry.
The two other finalists, Russell
Hardy (Trimac Transportation) and
Kevin Scott (TMC Transportation)
received $10,000 each in prize
money.
A resident of Pensacola, Fla.,
Davidson worked in the
U.S. Navy as a jet engine
mechanic and joined the Blue
Angels demonstration team
before transitioning to civilian life
as a government contractor. He
is a graduate of the Truck Driver
Institute in Milton, Fla. LL

& Bookkeeping
Tax Advisors to Truckers
for Over 25 Years

& INITIAL

CONSULTATION
We have been
providing tax and
bookkeeping services to
the trucking industry
nationwide for over 25 years.

We personally handle truckers:
Income Tax Preparation
Bookkeeping Services
Quarterly Estimated Taxes
Financial Statements
Corporate and LLC formations
Non-ﬁlers
Delinquent income tax returns
IRS collection problems

KEEP MORE OF WHAT YOU EARN
AND LOWER YOUR TAXES
WITH TRUCK BOOKS!

only

159

$

OOIDA

A Bookkeeping Solution
for Truckers

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
Not Compatible with Macs

816-229-5791 or toll-free 800-444-5791
Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Land Line ofﬁces 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Central Time Zone.

ADDRESS 1 NW OOIDA Drive, Grain Valley, MO 64029
ON THE WEB OOIDA............................................www.OOIDA.com
Land Line Magazine ........... www.LandLineMag.com
FEBRUARY 2017

ORGANIZER

pbstax.com

OOIDA
Corporate
Member

PBSTax
& Bookkeeping

Circle No. 40 on Response Card

LAND
LINE Card
85
Circle No. 40
on Response

ROADLAW
Jeff McConnell & James Mennella ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Administrative headaches
One of the most demanding parts of
our job is jumping through all of the
administrative hoops, pitfalls and
traps that exist around the country.
Let’s take a look at some cases
where even with all of the “i dotting
and t crossing,” we were snared by
a few overzealous bureaucrats.

You need to know what
is going to happen to
you if you pay a citation.

Q.

I paid too many traffic
citations and received a
notice from my DMV that I was
being suspended and disqualified.
Can you help me?
Yes. In order for us to help
you, we need to address two
problems. First, you have too many
“serious” violations, which is
causing the disqualification of your
CDL privileges. Second, your total
driving privileges will be suspended
for excessive points. The strategy is
to reopen any combination of
“serious” and higher point
violations in order to prevent the
administrative action.

A

Q.

Should I ask for an
administrative hearing
in order to keep driving in the
meantime?
In most circumstances, the
administrative hearing
should be requested as it might buy
some more time. However, unless
something is done about the
underlying convictions causing the
problem, you will not have any
success at a hearing.
The only exception to this is if
you happen to have a negligent

A

86 LAND LINE

operator suspension from the
state of California for points. In
California, the point system is set
up to presume that CDL holders
have a hazmat endorsement, which
allows an accumulation of only
four points before administrative
action. If you don’t have the hazmat
endorsement then you are allowed
six points, but you won’t get those
six points unless you have the
administrative hearing to correct the
record for not having the hazmat
endorsement.
Of course, the DMV
representative will still want to
discuss your driving habits and
what you are doing to become a
better driver. But at the end of the
day, if you haven’t exceeded the
point limit, they have to reverse the
suspension notice.

Q.
A

How long will it take to get
me out of trouble?
Depending on the court it
may take anywhere from
several days to a couple of months.
The critical part is getting the
motion and order before the court
and signed off by the judge. If
we’re successful at this stage, the
order is then transmitted by the
court clerk to the DMV. Depending
on how friendly the court is, the
order may be to vacate the
conviction – or if we’re lucky, we
may have an order to vacate with an
amendment of the original charge,
thus concluding the court part of the
scenario.

Q.

What problems have
you faced in trying to
accomplish these cases?

A

These are the common
failure points we have
experienced to date:
■ The court will not agree to
reopen/vacate the original guilty
plea.
■ The DMV refuses to correct the
driver abstract (MVR) because
even though the charge is
dismissed by the court, the court
received the original ﬁne/costs,
and thus it is still a conviction.
■ The DMV can’t correct the driver
abstract, because there was
more than one violation originally
issued and the order to vacate
the conviction does not state
which violation was vacated.
■ The DMV will not process the
order unless the order states
that any ﬁne amount has been
refunded or held as a bond.

The takeaway from this article
is that you need to know what is
going to happen to you if you pay
a citation. Get legal advice, call
the DMV, or anything else you
can figure out before you send
your money in. It is a lot easier to
sleep at night knowing that you
did everything possible to keep
your record clean or at least not
blemished too badly rather than
trying to rewrite history. LL
Send any questions or comments
regarding transportation law to: Jeff
McConnell and James Mennella,
Road Law, 3441 W. Memorial, Suite 4,
Oklahoma City, OK 73134; call 405242-2030, fax 888-588-8983, or email
RoadLaw@att.net.
This column is the opinion of the
writer and does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Land Line Magazine
or its publisher. Please remember
everyone’s legal situation is different.
Consult with an attorney for specific
advice on your situation.
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reasons not to join

OOIDA
1
2
3
4
5

My telephone psychic says
I shouldn’t worry about what’s
going on at the DOT.

6
7
8
9

I believe Congress always
passes the best possible
laws for the trucking industry.

10

Trucking is a great profession;
I wouldn’t change a thing.
I like being treated like
a second-class citizen.
I took a vow of poverty.

I like paying more taxes and
fees than I really need to.
I believe law enforcement is
motivated solely by highway safety.
I learned all I need to know about
leasing rules from my motor carrier.
If I collected all the money brokers
owe me, I’d be in a higher tax
bracket.
My dispatcher told me “it
doesn’t get any better than
this,” and I believe him.

Sound ridiculous?
That’s because there’s simply no good reason not to join the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association. More than 158,000 members already know this.
Join today. 800-444-5791

Smiles all around.
Provide your family with quality dental coverage
through OOIDA. Choose from two great Dental
Plans – the Value Plan and the Premier Plan.
The Value Plan provides preventive and basic dental
benefits. The Premier Plan provides preventive, basic
and major services (subject to waiting periods).
Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at 800-715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.
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YOURHEALTH
Buck Black, LCSW, LCAC
TruckerTherapy.com

What is bipolar disorder?
If you or someone you know
appears to have problems with their
mood, be sure to have a mental
health assessment to get to the root
of the problem.
A person with bipolar disorder
has a condition that is linked to
chemical imbalances in the brain.
The person goes through cycles
of depression (sadness and/or lack
of energy) and mania (too much
energy, poor decision-making,

Thoughts,
environment and
social/family support
factors in helping the
personÕs mood.
irritability and/or racing thoughts).
A significant portion of people
with bipolar disorder also have
moderate to high levels of anger
and substance abuse.
For those who have anger
stemming from bipolar disorder,
it can range from mild to severe.
Often, there is no particular trigger
that sets off anger. The person may
simply wake up feeling angry. In
other instances, the person may
be sensitive to particular actions
that do not invoke anger for the
majority of people. In some cases a
person will significantly overreact
in a very angry manner to an event
that the majority of people will find
only an irritation or inconvenience.
It is accepted that most people
with bipolar disorder need
medication to help correct chemical
imbalances in the brain. Therapy
is often helpful because thoughts,
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environment and social/family
support are all important factors
in helping the person’s mood. In
most cases, a person with bipolar
disorder will have the most success
when participating in therapy and
taking medication at the same time.
Various types of therapy and
medications have been shown to
reduce bipolar disorder symptoms.
Keep in mind that each person will
respond to therapy and medications
in different ways. A prescription
that helps one person with bipolar
disorder does not necessarily help
the next. This also holds true for
therapy.
Anger management can be very
beneficial for some. However,
there is often the need for CBT
(cognitive behavioral therapy),
which has a focus on changing
negative or angry thoughts to
positive thoughts, as well as
helping the person to develop more
positive behaviors. Therapy is also
useful to help the clients identify
their own strengths, as well as
members of their support system.
Focusing on these strengths and
supports allows clients to have
additional means of coping with
anger and other symptoms of
bipolar disorder.
Self-care needs to be a priority.
This means keeping all therapy
and doctor appointments, taking
all medications as prescribed, and
also being an active participant in
therapy sessions.
Outside of doctor’s and
therapist’s offices, it is important
to make sure that you are taking
part in some kind of activity,
whether it be interacting with

family, going to social events,
exercising, or participating in a
hobby you enjoy. There are great
community resources in most areas,
such as free support groups at
MentalHealthAmerica.net.
Many people believe that turning
to someone else for assistance or
advice, or simply to bounce ideas
off of is a sign of weakness. This
simply is not true. Because women,
in general, are more likely to
consult with others they are often
in better health than men. Women
usually know how to take care of
themselves, and guys need to learn
from them. This is probably why
women live several years longer
than men on average.
It is important to point out that it
may look as if someone has bipolar
disorder when it is their alcohol
and other drug use that is causing
the mood swings. To make it more
complicated, a person with bipolar
disorder is more likely to abuse
alcohol and other drugs.
Again, if you or someone you
are close to have these mood
swings, be sure to get to the root
of the problem with the correct
diagnosis. LL
Buck Black is a licensed clinical social
worker therapist who specializes in
helping truckers and their families with
anger and stress management, as well as
depression and relationship problems. He
does this over the phone, and Skype at
TruckerTherapy.com.
This column is the opinion of the writer
and does not necessarily reflect the
opinions of Land Line Magazine or its
publisher. Please remember everyone’s
health situation is different. If you have
questions regarding medical issues,
consult your personal physician.
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Trucking Alliance petitions FMCSA
to allow hair testing
Enough with the damn rules already. We’re already
overregulated. I would like to go one year, just one year
without some stupid rule change. Then they wonder why
no one wants to come into this industry.
James Soda

about the company going out of business? A good friend
of mine was left stranded far away from his family with
no working fuel card and no help from Arrow. He had to
beg strangers and friends for money so he could fuel up
the truck and make it home for the holidays. Needless
to say, the drivers all lost jobs and went through tough
times while Arrow owners were buying lavish sports cars
and spending company money like there’s no tomorrow.
Aik Desi

Sure, as soon as the hair test can pick up alcohol as far
back as drugs. Until then drink away all weekend and
sober up on Sunday; then pass the test on Monday.
Martin Groseclose

He, along with everyone else who contributed to this
deserves to rot in hell. I was the wife of an Arrow driver
when all of this happened and the compensation we
received was nothing in comparison to what was really
owed. Money was taken out of checks for taxes and
child support and never paid in. Not to mention losing
everything that was in his truck because he couldn’t take
it on the Greyhound he had to take cross-country to get
home.
Ashley Cosart

Seems like a whole lot of time and money is spent for
something that isn’t a big factor in crashes.
Jeff Gore
Boy, oh boy. There must be some really bored people out
there. Next thing they are going to test the air quality in
your tires.
Dean Furey

CARB fines Haliburton $400k
for regulation violations
They will tack it on the bill, and you the public will pay
more for natural gas and oil. Funny that people think
sticking it to companies doesn’t trickle down.
Jason Wynne

Hair follicle testing has been proven to be unreliable and
produces many false failures. It’s as reliable as Michigan’s
roadside drug screenings.
Steve Warrell
Arrow Trucking’s Jonathan Moore
wants sentence vacated
Hell no to that! He is exactly where he belongs. How can
anyone forget how these heartless greedy folks at Arrow
Trucking left hundreds of their drivers in total darkness

A $400k fine is nothing to Halliburton. I am sure they
keep more than that in the office for petty cash.
John Ratliff
Continued on Page 91

Don’t let short-term injury
cripple your business.
Protect yourself with OOIDA’s Voluntary Group
Short Term Disability Plan.
Guaranteed issue! New members have 60 days from their

Limited
Enrollment
Period for all
New OOIDA
Members!

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for
more information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

membership effective date to enroll for this benefit – regardless of medical
history. This plan will only be available for existing members during the
annual open enrollment period, January and February of each year.
•

24-hour coverage for sickness or injury.

•

Two plan options available with 30-day waiting
periods before benefits are payable – one with a $400
weekly benefit*, and one with a $500 weekly benefit*,
if you are under age 70. You will receive 50% of the maximum
weekly benefit if you are between 70 and 75.
(*This plan will offset with other plans.)

•

Maximum issue age is 60, coverage to age 75.
$25,000 Accidental Death Benefit.
• Travel Assistance and Identity Management Services
included at no additional cost.
•
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on the road By Jon Osburn Skipper of “The Spirit”

Take full advantage of your OOIDA membership
During my stops around the country
in “The Spirit,” my goal is to
educate truck drivers about their
rights and about the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association. I
also try to tell them of all the ways
they can take advantage of an OOIDA
membership.
Your OOIDA membership can
provide you rebates on truck and
trailer purchases, as well as discounts
on tires, fuel, auxiliary power units,
parts and equipment, software and
technology. It also can save you
money on cellphone bills, hotel stays,
rental cars and tax services, as well
as everyday items at such places as
Office Depot and OfficeMax.
If a driver uses the membership
correctly, it can be an extremely costeffective tool. It doesn’t take much for

the discounts to add up. When you’re
on a vacation, the discount you’ll
receive on a rental car and hotel room
will probably add up to your dues for
the year.
Come visit me during one of my
stops in February, and I can tell you
more. I will be in San Antonio, Texas,
Feb. 1-3, and I’ll be spending Super
Bowl weekend in Beaumont, Texas,
which is about 85 miles from where
this year’s game will be played in
Houston.
From there, Sassi and I will travel
to a couple of our favorite stops
– Hammond, La., and Marianna,
Fla. Hammond has great food, and
between the drivers and the staff both
are gold star stops for me.
For the second half of the month, I
will be spending time in Mobile, Ala.;

Bucksville, Ala.; Jackson, Miss.; West
Memphis, Ark.; and Matthews, Mo.
Come see me to hear about the latest
in the fight against electronic logging
devices and speed limiters. These are
fights I’m confident we can win and
mean a lot to the drivers.
I hope to see you in February, and
happy Valentine’s Day from me and
Sassi. LL
Senior Member Jon
Osburn has been
an OOIDA member
since 1993. A former
longtime owneroperator, Jon has
also worked as a
paramedic and a Navy
hospital corpsman.
He lives with his wife,
Vicki, in Boise, Idaho, and travels with his
loyal co-pilot, Sassi the dog.

UPCOMING ITINERARY FOR THE
OOIDA MOBILE DISPLAY: FEB 2017
Feb 1-3

T/A, San Antonio, TX

I-10, Exit 583

Feb 5-7

Petro, Beaumont, TX

I-10, Exit 848

Feb 9-11

Petro-12, Hammond, LA

Exit 40 at Hwy 51

Feb 13-15

T/A, Marianna, FL

I-10, Exit 142

Feb 16-18

T/A, Mobile, AL

I-10, Exit 4

Feb 19-21

Petro, Bucksville, AL

I-20 & I-59, Exit 100

Feb 23-25

Petro, Jackson, MS

970- I-20 at West Frontage Rd

Feb 26-28

Jerry Fritts, Jr. Petro,
West Memphis, AR

I-40, Exit 280; I-55, Exit 4

Mar 1-3

T/A, Mathews, MO

I-55 & Hwy 80, Exit 58

Mar 4-6

T/A, Troy, IL

I-55/I-70, Exit 18

Mar 7-9

T/A, Foristell, MO

I-70 & Rt W, Exit 203

Mar 10-12

Petro, Kingdom City, MO

I-70 & Hwy 54, Exit 148
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Look for OOIDA’s Western Star 5700EX
“Spirit of the American Trucker” with Jon
Osburn at the wheel. Take time to stop
and visit with Jon about the Association’s
activities and current issues. Join OOIDA
or renew your membership at the reduced
price of only $35 – a savings of $10.
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From Page 89

Truckers deliver a load of arguments
against speed limiters
Speed limiters are not a good idea. I have seen it too many
times with two trucks limited to 65 mph trying to overtake.
Neither one wants to relent and they hold up traffic.
Speed limiters will only cause more traffic congestion and
aggravation.
Clifton M. Brown
This is one of the worst ideas the FMCSA has come up
with. There will be frustrated four-wheelers cutting off
trucks to get to off ramps and to switch lanes, and there
will be backups because one truck is trying to pass another
and neither will give way to the other because they are
limited to drive time. There will also be traffic jams in big
cities. I thought the FMCSA was about safety and trying
to reduce traffic deaths. This rule will have the opposite
effect!
Roberta Sohn Ehnert
This is the worst piece of regulation ever proposed. It will
put lives in danger for all who drive on our highways.
Jeff Fitzgerald
The vast majority of states do not have differential speed
limits for trucks. If the unsafe limiter proposal becomes
effective, almost all states will effectively have speed
differentials. The entire proposal was a scam driven by
the less competitive and less safe large trucking firms.
Everyone who cares about safety needs to comment NO on
the proposal.
James C. Walker
I think it’s the big trucking companies pushing this stuff to
try and keep up with the owner-operator. Bring us down to
their level.
Kyne W. Hatch
Feedback on Trump’s infrastructure plans
that include PPPs and tolling
I have zero problem paying tolls for new roads if the tolls
are removed once they have been paid for. Just like what
Kentucky did. Public-private partnerships don’t work; just
look at Indiana.
Glen Murphy
If you eliminate a lot of the big government waste that
exists, there will be plenty of money for roads without
raising taxes or charging tolls.
Tomas A. Mansfield
If tolls are the future, trucking companies need to get
serious about charges to the broker for it. Notice I said
brokers, not shippers.
Jennifer Belles
Guess no one told him that it has been tried and does not
work.
Nancy Graham Vierthaler

Keep life
in focus.
Affordable eye care is available for
OOIDA Members and their families.
OOIDA is pleased to offer members the OOIDA
Voluntary Vision Care Plan.
It’s important to see the value of good eye care.
Now it’s easy and affordable to protect the eyesight
of yourself and your dependents.
OOIDA’s Voluntary Vision Care Plan has two
networks to choose from. Both cover the majority
of annual eye care needs including complete eye
examinations, single and multi-vision eye glasses
and contact lenses.
Enroll today in the OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care Plan
and take advantage of this low-cost member benefit.
NEW!
Available
YearRound!

OOIDA Voluntary Vision Care is available
for all OOIDA members year-round!
Now with TWO networks to choose from.

Call the OOIDA Medical Benefits Group
at (800) 715-9369 for more
information and a quote on this or
any of the medical benefits available.

facebook.com/OOIDA
facebook.com/LandLineMag
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OOIDACongratulations
Life Members

Word Ackward Sr.
Nancy Aguilar
Jeffrey Allen
Lester Angst
Charles Armstrong
Marvin Ashley
Donald Baker
Scott Baldwin
Rex Barlow
Gary Beard
Norman Berkebile
Angela Berry
Richard Berry
Ronald Bloomquist
Mark Boston

Mark Brancheau
Stephen Brand
James Brown
Michael Brown
Tad Bujalski
Joseph Burgener
Charles Carroll
William Carter Jr.
Joseph Clark
Michael Climo
Jack Cody
Jerald Delagardelle
Bill Dockery
Christopher Donovan
Nathan Eberle

OOIDA congratulates its newest Life and Senior Members

Bradford Empey
Billy Evans
Jeff Evans
Randy Fair
Gary Fairbrother Sr.
James Ford
Benjamin Fowler Jr.
Tom H. Frantz
Gregory Fritz Sr.
Donald Garness
Billy Gerard
Judy Geroux
Raymond Geroux
James Goss
Robert Gray

David Greenfield
Guiher Greenwood
James Grubbs
Richard Hacker
Ronald W. Hance
Kevin Heath
Larry Henderson
Richard Hesse
Edward Hill
Gary Hills
Douglas Hite
Michael Hogrebe
James Houston
Whitfield Hunt Jr.
Roy Kenyon

Arlend Kilgo
Shawn Kincaid
Anita Kirby
Michael Knaack
Tim Kratzer
Hendrik Kuhn
George Lacorazza
Paul Lamb Sr.
James Layne
David Lichner
Juli Lichner
Henry Litton
Larry W. Long
Doug Loughery
John Lynch

Burl Mahan
Ross Mannie
Calvin Martin
Charles Martin
Craig Mattice
Michael McCabe
George McIlmurray
Steven Mitchell
George Mooney
Vincent Moreno
James Nelson Jr.
James Newkirk
David P. Nielsen
Bill Overton
John Palafax Sr.

Senior Members
David C. Abdo
Gary S. Adams
Marshall G. Allen
Timothy M. Allison
Robert R. Amato
Michael Anderson
Kirk D. Armistead
Charles Arneson
Dan Asher
Douglas L. Bachman
Christopher R. Baker
Brad Banks
Danny R. Barnes
Melissa Barnet
Lawrence T. Batten
Michael B. Beaver
Alex W. Becker
Edward Bernard
Glenn Allen Berridge
Carl E. Berry
James Berry
Dale E. Bise
Eric J. Bocker
Hernan G. Bonorino
Shannon L. Bowie
Elijah J. Bracy
George Brand
Joan L. Brandt
Ron W. Brauer
Vincent T. Bretches
Terry L. Brooks
Leonard Broussard
Sheldon Brown
Dale L. Bruski
Dennis C. Bullock
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James Bullock
Mike Butler
Marcus Caldwell
Rene Canales
Jamie G. Carr
Jason C. Carr
Lester Cavanaugh
Peter John Challender
Ron Chamberlain
Kelly R. Christensen
Willie Claussen
Christine Cloud
Ronny L. Cloud
Dennis Codner
Cecil Coleman
Leroy Colton
Burchell Coore
Craig S. Cope
Wes R. Croslow
Henry R. Cupid
Robert G. Custer
Amer Darwich
Douglas Davey
John J. Davies
Darrell Davis
Patrick K. Davis
Stephen R. Davis
Kenny W. De Lair
Jamie Deherrera
Robert E. Deherrera
Robert C. Derck
Pat Deslauriers
Eugene W. Dexter
Brett Dickinson
Daniel J. Dilley

Ronnie C. Dines
Floyd H. Drake
Harry L. Dunscomb Jr.
Donald D. Endecott
Steven D. Errington
Halil Ertan
Timothy Farrell
Scott Fenneman
Gary L. Finckbone
Matthew J. Fritton
Brian K. Fuller
Betty Garcia
Trinidad Garcia Jr.
Adam Q. Gates
Jarvis Gaudin
Allan R. Geer
Cynthia L. Geer
Gabe Gelle
Muinde Gichuru
Jason L. Gilliland
Carol A. Gilmore
Rafael Gonzales
Lazaro Jesus Gonzalez
Frederick D. Green
Eunice Grell
James S. Grills
David G. Grinnell
Justin K. Griswold
Dan Grundman
Thomas G. Hagan
Emory Hampton
Andrew Conners Hanseen
Kim Hanson
William Harrison
Gregory L. Harsh

Ray B. Hawkins
Sharrion K. Hayes
William M. Heaton Jr.
David K. Hedrick
Carl L. Henderson
Clay Herrera
Floyd F. Hillery Jr.
Dexter Hills
Tracy A. Hilton
Kelly P. Hogan
Tim Holden
Kenneth Hollenbach
James P. Holloran
Edwin R. Holmes
Frank Holzhauser
Preston E. Hoopes
David G. Hornback
Ronnie L. Hull
Thomas R. Hymer
William Isham
Robert W. Jarels
William I. Jellema
William S. Jenkins
Brian Jeter
Stephen L. Johnson
Mark K. Johnston
Claude W. Jones
Darrell L. Jones
Scott O. Jones
Donald A. Jordan
Kurt A. Jore
Stephen A. Kampbell
William L. Kaufman
Michael Kee
Jean Ann Kennedy

Timothy R. Kessler
Herbert C. Ketter
John W. Kettleborough
Peter Keune
Thomas Kivisto
David Kludy
Richard D. Koca
Randall C. Kohlbrecher
Joshua J. Kolodzienski
Robert A. Kukrecht
Dan Lagoon
Timothy J. Lammle
Connie L. Lampman
Jermey W. Lampman
Joseph T. Lapczenski
Christian B. Lapp
Billy Lenig
Vicente B. Lima
Daniel J. Linn
Andrew J. Lubrano
Dean A. Luck
Steven Lurtz
Kevin Mark Lusignan
Michael D. Mahaffey
Mike Maloley
Jonathan E. Martin
Adalberto Martinez
Scott Mason
Petrica Bogdan Maxineanu
Chris Mayerle
Robin McCarty
Bear Renard McGilvery
Luis H. Medina
Jerry L. Metzger
Terry A. Meyers

Edward I. Mills
Ronald E. Mills
Robert J. Montgomery
Jason K. Moore
Todd A. Morrell
Jeremy E. Morris
Beverly R. Moulzolf
Daryl W. Moyer Sr.
Enver Mujkanovic
Arthur Arroyo Munoz Jr
Jonathan L. Murray Sr.
Christoper Edward Nedela
Jay D. Nelms
Thomas A. Nelson
Gregory B. Nevers
Carroll Nichols
Bruce C. Nickerson
Bryce D. Ninneman
Gerald M. Nolt
Monsuru O. Ojulari
Bryan Olmstead
Eugene R. Ottaway
John Palasiewicz
Travis R. Palm
Milton Glenn Parker
Janet Parker
Steve P. Parochka
Sara Parrish
Greta Patrick
Scott S. Patrick
Tony D. Patrick
Alan Peace
Paul D. Peachey
Guilebald Pelaez
Gabriel Perez
FEBRUARY 2017

Milton Parlin
Jim Pecenka
William Perry
William Pittman
Alan Randolph
Robert Rath
Arthur Riley
Jose Rivera
Jackie Roberson
James Rogers
Louise M. Rouse
Patrick Russell
Daniel Sagmiller
Lawrence Saltzman

Francisco Pesina Jr.
Gordon Peterson
Jeffrey L. Pfister
Scott R. Phillips
Donald R. Pierce
Cory Anthony Pina
Douwe Plantinga
Sheila Poff
Lajos J. Pongracz
Richard Powell
Danny R. Price
Ronald L. Price
Vladimir Quesada
Maryann Quick
Johnny Rabsatt
Daniel R. Radebaugh
Linda L. Rainbolt
Kalev Rapp
Charles D. Ray
Fred Rehkow
Tony Reiter
John G. Renneke
Jan A. Retel
Jesse B. Rios
Ricky Roberson
Joe L. Robinson
Jerry D. Rone
Kevin Rosenbohm
Matt Rosenbohm
Michael C. Rudd
Agustin Sanchez
Joseph Brett Saville
Brian J. Schaefer
Chris A. Schell
Michael Schnabel
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Larry Schumacher
Kenneth Scott
Frank Senick
Grant Sheldon
Charles Shirley
Donald Sisco
Marcus Skrine
Terry Slaney
Diana Smith
Donovan Stalnaker
Adrienne Stone
Curtis Swanson III
Linda Tarwater
James Torre

Gary L. Schriefer
Emdzad Selmic
Richard L. Sexton
Ronald D. Short
Elvir Smajlovic
Wayne D. Small
Charles Smith
Jeff N. Smith
Julius F. Smith
David L. Snader
David Allen Snyder
Louis Sohn
Glen Soule
Jeffrey L. Sowders
Jiri Spacek
Louis J. Stagnone
Stan Stanhope
Dragan Stanojevic
Steve Stapleton
Goran Stefanovic
Paul T. Stermer
Rocky W. Stevens
Dale E. Summers
James R. Summers
Linda Symington
Doug Taylor
Dennis W. Thomas
George R. Thomas
Kyide Thomas
M.J. Andrew Thomas
Larry W. Traeger
Joseph Lee Turner
Rodney D. Unzicker
Robert R. Updegrave Jr.
Roger W. Van Scoyk

John Vinson
Roger O. Watson
Victoria Watson
Kevin Weisenberger
Jeffrey Weller
Billy Whitaker
Wayne Wickett
Randy Wiswell
Jerald Wright
Theodore Yanick

Doncho Vasilev
Theodoros Vutsas
Beverly L. Wallace
Douglas L. Walters
Daniel Way
Stan Wedel
Charlotte Weickum
David L. Wellnitz Sr.
Jamie D. Wenthe
Juston A. Wenthe
Jeffrey A. Whitely
Laflonda Gayle
Whitten
Angela Williams
Billy J. Williams
Judith L. Williams
Marcelle Williams
Marcus Lamont
Williams
Scott D. Williams
Daniel C. Willison
Adam J. Wilmes
Kurt C. Winkler
Sue Wolter
John Woods
Charles Wright
Rick Wulf
Marek Wywijas
Earl D. Yoder
James A. Yoder
Azmir Zeba
Mariusz Zgajewski

Circle No. 24
on Response
Card
LAND
LINE 93

!
e
d
i
r
P
r
u
o
Y
w
Sho
W
E
N EM
IT

Visit ooida.com to view the
complete selection of items available.
Order online, or call 800-444-5791
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Direct-mailed to over 215,000 professional truckers
Our audited subscriber base includes owner-operators (55%), small and medium ﬂeets (17%),

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Corporate Capital .................................. 97
Eagle Capital ......................................... 95
Legacy Financial Services .................... 97
LightSpeed Dispatching ....................... 97
Neal Freeman Investments.................100
TBS Factoring Service .......................... 98
XFactors................................................. 96

LEGAL SERVICES

and company drivers (26%). With our pass-along readership, Land Line reaches over 460,000
individuals. As the ofﬁcial publication of OOIDA, Land Line provides the trucking industry with
sharp insight into every aspect of trucking. From legislative and regulatory issues, to equipment,
products, services, industry news, lifestyle and proﬁtability. Land Line stands out as the primary
business publication for professional truckers. Advertising in Land Line gets results.
TERMS
OOIDA members receive a 10 percent
discount on all classiﬁed advertising rates.
Land Line makes no endorsements or
guarantees regarding any advertised products
or services. The publisher also reserves the
right to refuse or withdraw advertising at their
discretion. Contact Alex Gates or Tim Kelly
for information on advertising in Land LineÕs
Classiﬁed Marketplace.

RATES
Column-inch (3-col. page)................ $140
Spot color (per insertion) .....................$40
Process color (per insertion)............. $125
Land Line Magazine
1 N.W. OOIDA Drive, Post Ofﬁce Box 1000
Grain Valley, Missouri 64029
1-800-444-5791

Coast to Coast Legal Services ...........100
Road Law............................................... 95

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
American Truck Historical Society .........98
Appellate Advance .................................97
BH Tubes ................................................98
Brake Safe ..............................................99
Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel ...............99
Cruise King .......................................... 100
Deep Space Lighting .......................... 100
Donvel .....................................................97
Electrowarmth...................................... 100
Freight Movers School ..................... 95,96
Gateway Supply .....................................96
Great American Chrome Shop..............97
JC Great Oil ............................................96
RoadKing Shocks ..................................96
Silver Road Shocks ................................99
SouthPointe Radiator .............................97
Trucker Therapy ......................................98
Van Alstine ..............................................98
Weather Toppers ................................. 100

SOFTWARE & ONLINE TOOLS

Trucking Industry Specialist
for over 20 years
● IRS Representation and
●
●
●
●

Unﬁled Return Resolution
Owner Operators Management
SolutionTM OOMSTM
LLC and Corporate Formation
Federal and Multi-State
Tax Return Preparation
Affordable Rates

CPA

SM

Circle No. 114 on Response Card

America Counts
on CPAs

Corporate
Supporter

1.888.561.6600 www.tdkcpa.com
Signiﬁcant Discounts for OOIDA Members
Circle No. 166 on Response Card

Circle No. 80 on Response Card

Circle No. 174 on Response Card

Loadtraining.com .................................. 99
The Truckers Helper .............................. 95
Truckdriver.com ...................................100

TRUCKING OPPORTUNITIES
Dart..........................................................99
Debrick Truck Line ..................................98

Circle No. 126 on Response Card
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DECKMATE
LADDER

A small, portable folding ladder for ﬂatbeds designed
to hook onto the rub rails. A bolt-on bracket is
required for vans, reefers, straight & dump trucks.
■ Support bar
■ Weighs only 20 lbs.
■ Extends to 53 inches
■ Folds to 33 inches
■ 18-Inches wide
■ Anti-skids steps
■ Non-pinch hinge
■ 400 pounds capacity
■ Hangs at convenient
working angle

(806) 665-7990
(806) 440-1126 or order online at

www.gotrailerladder.com
Deckmate @
All major credit cards accepted.

LLC

U.S. Distributor

Circle No. 69 on Response Card

Visit us at MATS Booth #17144

Circle No. 261 on Response Card

LUIS’S TRUCK: 300,000 miles on pan oil without a change

Owner-Operators and Small Fleets

If you are serious about saving money

This is the answer.
Install Amsoil’s Bypass Oil Filter System
and Synthetic Oil
Filters Out All Soot, Acids, and Contaminants
Leaving Your Oil “Analytically Clean”

CALL FOR PRICING

CALL JIM AT 800-709-2516 Email: jcgreatestoil@msn.com
WWW.THEGREATESTOIL.COM
Circle No. 137 on Response Card

Circle No. 111 on Response Card

Drop Today – Cash Today

NON-RECOURSE DEPOSITARDS LO APPLICATCIOHNESCKS 24/7
S
FACTORING FREE DIREFCRTEE FUFERLECE TRAFNRSEFE SETFURPE/E CRNEDOITRESERVE
•

•

SINCE
1990

•

•

•

•

XFactors Financial

(816) 220-1700 www.xfactors.net
96 LAND LINE
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OOIDA Corporate
Sponsor

Circle No. 112 on Response Card
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ARE YOU A SOLE PROPRIETOR?
If so, park your truck RIGHT NOW and don’t drive
another mile until you incorporate your business!

Call 855-810-4114 now or
visit www.corpcapinc.com

Getting paid on your delivered
freight bills has never been easier.
Special factoring rate of 3.99%

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET YOUR FIRST LOAD
FACTORED FOR FREE.
CALL
BRIAN

641.423.5187

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH:

www.legacyﬁnancialservices.biz

• Getting Money
• CPA Tax Planning
• Bookkeeping Services • Asset Protection
• Living Trusts
• Equipment Leasing
• And More!

Circle No. 202 on Response Card

LEVEL THE
PLAYING FIELD.

IF YOU ARE PART OF THE
CLASS ACTION,
WE CAN BUY YOUR INTEREST,

Our Customers Say It Best . . .
“I was a sole proprietor until I incorporated my
business with CCI. Now they do the bookkeeping
and taxes for my business, and I literally save
thousands of dollars every year.”

paying you now and bearing the case risk so
you won’t have to wait. Please see us at

– Robert Dowdy of Cisco Group, Inc.

www.appellateadvance.com
or call us at 312-286-4066

“We guarantee our
services, so call now!”
Ashley Lodding, President/Owner
2905 Lake East Drive #150 • Las Vegas, NV 89117

Circle No. 238 on Response Card

Circle No. 139 on Response Card

NEEDED:

O/Os who want
to make money!
All types of equipment
We will get you paid in all major lanes

LightSpeed Dispatching offers freight
dispatching to O/Os across the nation.
We will get you TOP DOLLAR
on all freight movements. Call us now.
PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY DISPATCHING SERVICES

LightSpeed

Dispatching

Bus: 703-360-4524
Cell: 703-200-8045
Email: rogerdeansnell@yahoo.com

Circle No. 265 on Response Card

Circle No. 45 on Response Card

The Great American Chrome Shop caters to owner operators
Bumpers • Stacks
Bugshields • Train Horns
Sunvisors

Bugscreens • Dash Accessories
Polishing & Sealing
Tank Covers • Fenders
Mudﬂaps & Accessories
Full Line of Lighting & LEDs

Replace Your
Rusted Coolant Tubes
With Stainless Steel

FREE

SHIPPING
Mention
this ad!

SouthpointeRadiator.com
Family Owned for Over 30 Years
Circle No. 158 on Response Card
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1-888-780-4894
Circle No. 105 on Response Card
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“I haven’t been home for
weeks and am feeling so
depressed ... I don’t know
what to do.”
Anger, stress and relationship problems are
common for many truckers and their families.
Phone and Video Conference sessions
for truckers on the road
www.TruckerTherapy.com 765-807-6778
Circle No. 240 on Response Card

ARE YOUR
COOLANT TUBES RUSTY?
Replace them with

BH TUBES
made from
stainless steel –
NO more rust!
900+ different
models in stock!
Custom and
hard-to-ﬁnd tubes
also available.
Circle No. 213 on Response Card

• Glider Kits
• Mandrel Bent
• Fast, low-fee
shipping!
• #1 in Customer
Service

1-866-210-5545

www.bhtubes.com
Circle No. 58 on Response Card

Van Alstine “G-1000” Tire Groover
Patented Design
Made in
USA

Take advantage of the thousands of
miles remaining in your tires
Fast

Accurate

Easy

VAN ALSTINE MFG. CO., INC., TRAPPE, PA

www.vanalstinemfg.com

610-489-7670

SUPPLIER TO MAJOR TIRE MANUFACTURERS
Circle No. 121 on Response Card

OWNER/OPERATORS WANTED
Flatbed, Van, or Specialized trailers available
or pull your own • Weekly settlements
• Flexible Dispatch •Safety Award Program

800-255-6285
Circle No. 144 on Response Card

Paola, KS

Since 1958

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace
98 LAND LINE

“YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS”
Circle No. 43 on Response Card
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Visit us at MATS Booth #17144

Circle No. 86 on Response Card

Circle No. 248 on Response Card

MBA Tax &
Bookkeeping Service
Free Tax Consultation - Limited Time Only!
• Income Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• IRS Problem Resolution
• LLC & Inc Filings

Over 10 Years of
Trucking Tax
Experience!

We can help with Back Taxes, Payment
Agreements, Offers in Compromise and More!

WE KNOW TRUCKING!
Call for Free Tax Organizer!

1-888-407-1669
www.mbataxhelp.com

Circle No. 119 on Response Card

Circle No. 179 on Response Card

TRUCKER DISCOUNT
ROOMS, BAR & RESTAURANT

LUXURY HOTEL LANSING, MI

10 ACRES OF PARKING
PETS WELCOME
OFF I-96, EXIT 104
Special OOIDA Discount

Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel
6820 S. Cedar St., Lansing, MI 48911

www.causewaybaylansinghotel.com
Circle No. 235 on Response Card

517-694-8123

Circle No. 48 on Response Card
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Currently factoring? Give us a call for a better rate!

We want to be THE FACTOR in your SUCCESS

Fuel advances at
no additional fee
Same day funding
Free Online Broker/
Shipper credit checks
Fax, Email or Transﬂo
your paperwork

Fuel card program with
discount at the pump
No set-up fees/
contract term requirements
No minimum volume or
invoice size requirements

TRUCK FACTORING SPECIALISTS

APPROVAL BASED ON CUSTOMER NOT PERSONAL CREDIT HISTORY

866-770-7200 www.nealfreeman.com

IFA MEMBER • OOIDA CORPORATE SUPPORTER • APPROVED BY CH ROBINSON TO FACTOR THEIR LOADS HAULED BY YOU
Circle No. 74 on Response Card

If you’re not smiling
like 7-year-old Shannon

when you tarp your load,
then you need to
try our
Weatherlite tarps.

● 100% waterproof
● Made from high-quality vinyl
● Affordable price
We offer
shipping all
across the U.S.

www.weathertoppers.com

760.344.4556

Weather
oppers, Inc.

Circle No. 219 on Response Card

CRUISE CONTROLS!
DRIVE IN COMFORT!
HEAVY DUTY CRUISE CONTROLS
for all mechanical diesel engines.

$645.00

• Pays for itself with a guaranteed fuel savings of . 2/mpg
• 2-Year 250,000 mile parts warranty!
• Kits for any class diesel truck. Includes electronic hand
throttle!
• Replaces any outdated or discontinued cruise system.

Circle No. 2 on Response Card

CRUISE KING, LLC. 507-334-0250
www.cruisecontrolking.com

Got a ticket? Fight it!
• CDL Protection
• Conﬁdential
• National Coverage
• No Membership

Protect your CDL

Circle No. 122 on Response Card

95%
SUCCESS
RATIO

Call Coast to Coast at 888-266-0499
or visit coasttocoastticketreferral.com

Circle No. 9 on Response Card

15% Off

Tune In Daily 7-8 PM and
11 PM-midnight EST

for Land Line readers
Use coupon code: LL
Order Online!
Circle No. 161 on Response Card

Call 800-444-5791 to advertise
in the Marketplace!
100 LAND LINE
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trUCKInG CoMMUnItY PaGe

As of Jan. 2017: The total given is
$1,544,301.40 to 1,750 drivers.
‘I don’t know if you all realize what you truly do
for people or not, but not only are you helping me
and my kids during the worst time of our lives,
you’ve shown me that there are still good people
in this world and have given me
a reason to believe again.’
– Wife of deceased driver

We can’t do it without you! Support drivers
today by going to www.TruckersFund.org
and making a donation.

RUN BY TRUCKERS FOR TRUCKERS!

HELPATRUCKER.org
In 2011, a great group of truck drivers got together to see if they
could organize and run a 501(c)(3) charity with the sole mission
of helping other truck drivers. Since that time, we have made
great progress in our ability to help our fellow truck drivers.

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
We need people with the passion to help truck drivers who
have some computer knowledge and believe, like we do,
that truck drivers should be helping other truck drivers.
We are still the same JRBMFUND.ORG,
we just made it easier for others to remember our name.
The website says exactly what we do.

WE HELP TRUCKERS!
JRBMFUND.ORG
PO Box 491, West Unity, OH 43570
A tax deductible 501(c)(3) charity

(877) 483-8222
DONATE★VOLUNTEER★GET HELP

NITED FOR C
U
S

© ACS Advertisin

g 2010

RITIES
HA

TRUCK
ER

For more information about the St. Christopher Truckers Development & Relief Fund,
please send a letter to SCF, P.O. Box 30763, Knoxville, TN, 37930 or call 865-202-9428.
The website is TruckersFund.org, and the email address is contact@TruckersFund.org.

Thank You
for helping plan our fundraising.
Your ideas, suggestions, and
certainly helping hands helped
many truckers during the events.
TruckersUnitedforCharities.org
Being on the road can get lonely without something
fun and meaningful to ﬁll your down time. You can
make a difference in the life of America’s school
students as a TRUCKER BUDDY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN BE A TRUCKER BUDDY, GO TO

“Truckers and friends helping others one mile at a time.”

WWW.TRUCKERBUDDY.ORG
OR CALL 1-800-MY-BUDDY

The organizations featured in this section are not directly or officially affiliated with OOIDA or Land Line Magazine.

For more information call OOIDA’s Membership Department at 800-444-5791
FEBRUARY 2017
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High heat is no match for new belts from Gates
Gates has recently added 15 FleetRunner Micro-V Belts to its growing heavy-duty belt line. The belts
feature advanced compounds and specially formulated adhesion gum layers that help them
withstand the high heat conditions of modern diesel engines. The company claims that the belts
last 34 percent longer than factory installed belts and four times longer than other aftermarket belts,
making FleetRunner the belt with the lowest
cost per mile. Visit Gates.com for more
you
a Fleetrunner Micro-V Belt
information and to locate a distributor.
can
Two winners will be drawn from response cards
Circle No. 270 on Response Card
received in Land Line offices by March 20, 2017.

WIn

Essential safety tool
for flatbed truckers
Created by a flatbed trucker, the Cobra Strap Handler from Hect-ORoll saves time and wear and tear on the arms and shoulders of flatbed
truckers. Using a telescoping rod and strap housing, the handler
launches heavy tie-down straps effortlessly over high loads, giving you
the perfect strap positioning every time. It also makes placing edge
protectors a breeze. The handler is made of heavy-duty aluminum with
a baked-on powder-coated finish. The kit includes strap handler head,
telescoping pole, corner handler, quick-release snap attachment and
threaded end cap. Visit HectORoll.com or call 860-539-2438 for more
information and to purchase. Circle No. 272 on Response Card

Winners
oCtoBer 2016

Eberspaecher blue tooth speaker, USB charger and hat:
Dave Hughes, Howe, Ind.
Case of STP Low-Temp Diesel Fuel Treatment: Leonard
Haines, Yonkers, N.Y.; Dick Allen, West Berlin, Vt.; Charlie Nutt,
Covington, Ga.; Ron Fryman, Bone Gap, Ill.

noVeMBer 2016
SafeKey SK system: Rena Newsome, Nicholls, Ga.
ToughTested Rugged Battery Pack: Darleen Pattee, Smyrna,
N.Y.; Gregg Marquard, Sevierville, Tenn.; Dale Towe, Kelseyville,
Calif.; John Jordan, McDonough, Ga.; Paul Moran, Fontana, Wis.;
Todd Brown, Harrisburg, Ark.
102 LAND LINE

Equip your cab for
a more comfortable trip
Star Mats offers aftermarket custom carpet
floor mats designed specifically for a variety of
Freightliner, Kenworth, Peterbilt and Western Star
trucks. The mats are commercial strength and
have non-skid backing to keep them in place. The
heavy-duty backing also reduces road noise from
underneath the truck and helps to insulate and
control cab climate. The mats are easy to clean;
simply remove from the truck and pressure wash.
They are available in three colors: Black, Gray and
Burgundy. Visit StarMatsOnline.com or call
706-386-7355 for more information and to order.
Circle No. 273 on Response Card
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WIn products featured each issue!

Return the Reader Response Card to Land Line by the date shown.

Organization for your
mobile lifestyle
The Trucker Tough Gear Rack System from RoadPro offers
professional drivers a new way to organize their mobile tech devices.
Designed to eliminate cord clutter and make mobile devices more
accessible, the system helps to keep drivers safe, comfortable
and connected while on-the-go. The rack starter pack includes a
flexible, 18-inch bar that attaches to the dashboard or windshield
with patented, high-powered suction cups. A cellphone mount and
a GPS mount are also included. Additional accessories available
include tablet mounts, jaw-grip mounts and power packs. For more
information and to locate a retailer, visit RoadProBrands.com.
Circle No. 275 on Response Card

a trucker tough Gear rack System
Three winners will be drawn from response cards
received in Land Line offices by March 20, 2017.

you
can

WIn

Minimizer unveils
heavy-duty truck seats
you
can

WIn
products
featured
each issue!
Return the Reader
Response Card to Land
Line by the date shown..

The new heavy-duty truck seats from Minimizer
are designed with the driver’s health and safety
in mind. The Long Haul Series consists of six
different seats, all of which are equipped with
14 standard features including upper and lower
lumbar support; a 135-degree swivel base that
allows the driver to spin the seat inboard if they
want access to the cab; air height adjustment with
memory as well as a physical shock absorber;
and numerous adjustments built into the seat to
ensure ultimate comfort for each body type. A
heated backrest and seat cushion with either a
cooled backrest and seat cushion or a revitalizing
massager is also available. For more information
and to find a distributor, visit Minimizer.com or call
800-248-3855. Circle No. 271 on Response Card

Timer switch keeps interior cargo lights under control
The new 5600 Timer Box Switch from Peterson Manufacturing Co. provides flexible, efficient switching
of interior LED lights in a compact, easily installed unit and is available in both flush-mount and
surface-mount versions. The box is factory programmed to operate lights in 30-minute intervals
with one touch of its sealed membrane button. Lights flash at each button push to confirm that the
command was received. The button can be pushed up to four times, extending the lights-on to a
total uninterrupted time of two hours. Lights can be turned off at any time by simply pressing
and holding the button. For more information and to locate a retailer, contact Peterson’s
Customer Service team at 816-765-2000. Circle No. 274 on Response Card

The information on these pages is prepared for publication by Land Line’s advertising
department from promotional materials provided by selected manufacturers. The publishers
do not necessarily endorse any product or service featured in “Product Showcase.”
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Industry
Calendar

Visit us at
LandLineMag.com for
more industry events.

FeBrUarY
3-4 Mid-West Truck & Trailer Show, Peoria, Ill. For more
information, visit MidwestTruckShow.com.

The OOIDA-Mary Johnston
Scholarship Fund

MarCh
11 Mid Eastern Chrome Shop Fifth Annual Cruise In, Gaston, S.C.
For more info, email I-26@MidEasternTruckWash.com.
23-25 Mid-America Trucking Show, Kentucky Expo Center,
Louisville, Ky. For more information, visit TruckingShow.com.
aPrIL
20-22 ExpoCam 2017, Place Bonaventure, Montreal, Quebec. For
more information, visit ExpoCam.ca.
28-30 75 Chrome Shop, 75 Chrome Shop, Wildwood, Fla. For more
information, visit 75ChromeShop.com.
MaY
5-6 Midwest Pride in Your Ride Truck & Tractor Show,
Tri-State Raceway, Earlville, Iowa. For more information, visit
MidwestPrideInYourRide.org.

OOIDA, its board of directors and its
members thank

11-13 East Coast Truckers Jamboree, Kenly 95 Petro, Kenly, N.C.
For more information, visit Kenly95.com.
14 Mother’s Day Truck Convoy, Burle Business Center parking lot,
Lancaster, Pa. For more information, visit PhilaSV.wish.org.

for its generous commitment of $10,000
to the OOIDA-Mary Johnston Scholarship
Fund for 2016/2017.
OOIDA is grateful for Shell’s partnership
with OOIDA in this important member
program.

Scott Jasek
2016/2017 First place
scholarship winner

18-20 Shell Rotella SuperRigs, Tulsa Expo Center, Tulsa, Okla. For
more information, visit Rotella.Shell.Com/SuperRigs.html
25-27 American Truck Historical Society National Convention,
Iowa State Fairgrounds, Des Moines, Iowa. For more information, visit
ATHS.org.
JUne
10-12 Western Pennsylvania Pride and Shine Spring Show,
Stoneboro Fair Grounds, Stoneboro, Pa. For more information, visit
WPaPrideAndShine.com.
23-25 Texas Trucking Show, NRG Center — Hall C, Houston, Texas.
For more information, visit TexasTruckingShow.com.
JULY
13-15 Walcott Truckers Jamboree, Iowa 80 Truckstop, Walcott,
Iowa. For more information, visit Iowa80TruckStop.com.
14-15 Expedite Expo, Lexington Center, Lexington, Ky. For more
information, visit ExpediteExpo.com.

800-444-5791
www.ooidafoundation.org
Other Major Benefactors

Owner-Operator
Services Inc.
104 LAND LINE

aUGUSt
4-6 Carlisle Truck Nationals, Carlisle, Pa. For more information, visit
Facebook.com/TruckNationals.
18-20 Eau Claire Big Rig Show, Northern State Fair Grounds, Eau
Claire, Wis. For more info, visit EauClaireBigRigTruckShow.com.
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237 Iowa 80 Group ......................................36

2 Truckdriver.com ..................................100
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Trucker Buddy .....................................101

137 JC Great Oil ..........................................96

240 Trucker Therapy ....................................98

Land Line Now ......................................36

116 TruckFridge...........................................82

202 Legacy Financial Services Inc. ..............97

Trucking Moves America Forward ..........11

265 Lightspeed Dispatching ........................97

121 Van Alstine Mfg. Co. Inc. ......................98

235 LoadTraining.com .................................99

219 Weather Toppers Truck Tarps ...............100

179 MBA Tax & Bookkeeping Service...........99

95 White Mountain Chain...........................81

Mid-America Trucking Show .................25

187 XFactors, Inc.........................................96

74 Neal Freeman Investments LLC ...........100

33 Zamzow Manufacturing Co., Inc. ...........77

The index of advertisers is an editorial service of Land Line Magazine.
The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors and/or omissions.

Flatbed – Stepdeck - Van – Reefer – RGN
Division Offers
-Average 2.50 per mile with rates always quoted up
front in flatbed/stepdeck division.
-We can lease or rent you a trailer: flatbed, stepdeck,
van, reefer, RGN
- 40% of load paid up front. Settlements within 48
hours of receiving bills.
-120 years rock solid with a network of 250+ Agents
- Non-Forced Central Dispatch & 49 State Authority
allows you to make your own decisions about where
you run, the type of freight you haul and when you
will be home.
- Southern and Southwestern Fleet- Agents and
Coordinators dedicated to keep you running & loaded
in the south and southwestern states.
- $0 Down Lease Purchase Options on 2015,2016
Models
- Regional Driver Programs Available
-We are 100% Owner Operators, NO company trucks
to compete with
- Program available for start up drivers to team with
family members to gain experience to become a stand
alone driver
-No Up front money required. Base plate and
insurance available
-Fast and Easy approval so you can get signed on and
start making revenue
-Company fuel discounts up for .45 off per gallon
-Contractor’s Winner’s Circle with discounts up to
40% off most top brands of tires. $200 Credit for
Voluntary ELD.
- Interest Bearing Maintenance Fund with 6% Interest
Rate.
- No Electronic Logs with no hours of service
violations on PSP Report.
- Our Jones Express Dry Van Division offers 2
settlement options: $1.00 per mile + FSC- No Trailer
Rent or 74% line haul +FSC with dedicated customers
throughout the country.
Call us today to go over our program in detail.
Corporate Office-800-825-6637
Jim Ashley-770-843-1018
Carol Faulkner-270-540-1022
Mike Curle-901-603-2154
Greg Lytle-301-616-5089
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Some belated Christmas
roSeS to Brenny
Transportation and Brenny
Specialized, along with the
Minnesota Trucking Association.
These groups came together at
the end of 2016 to donate more
than 800 toys that were given to
less fortunate families around the
St. Cloud, Minn., area just in time
for Christmas.
We know it’s February but,
hey, Valentine’s Day is all about
spreading the love, right? And it’s
never too late for that.

roSeS to George Rivera, of Pueblo,
Colo., for an article he wrote in
The Pueblo Chieftain a while back
singing the praises of truck drivers
everywhere. Rivera asked readers to
give some thought to how “products
make it to store shelves, clothing
for the racks, food at our grocers,
building supplies at box stores, and
gasoline at convenience stores.”
Of course we all know the answer
to that but Rivera went on to say that
the “trucker, who more often than not
is perceived as an annoyance on a
busy interstate or a hindrance to us”
is the one who makes it happen. He
reminded readers that truckers have
“chosen a profession that keeps them
away from family and friends so that
we can live our lives a little fuller, more
comfortably, more efficiently each and
every day.”
He finished by urging folks to say
a silent prayer for truckers and wish
them “good luck and Godspeed.”
Mr. Rivera, on behalf of truckers
everywhere, thank you for noticing
and thank you for making sure others
notice too.
roSeS to several truckers who
saved the life of a fellow trucker after a
horrifying wreck near Casco Township
in Michigan late this past year. The
truck in question rolled over and
burst into flames, but other truckers

stopped to help and were able to pull
the driver to safety before emergency
crews could even get to the scene.
The truck was a loss, but the
driver was taken to a local hospital
with non-life-threatening injuries
thanks to the good Samaritans who
stopped. They weren’t named in
any of the news stories or by South
Haven Emergency Services – which
responded to the fire. Hopefully
they’ll see this and know that we are
grateful for their actions.

roSeS to Contract Transport
Services out of Green Bay, Wis., and
its employees for donating more
than 80 bicycles as part of a bike
drive this past year. Working with the
American Foundation of Counseling
Services and the Brown County Pals
Program, the company delivered the
bikes to Notre Dame High School in
December.
CTS President Curt Reitz said in
a news release that the company
started the bike drive early last year
as a way for employees to be part
of the community and to fulfill the
company’s “charitable mission of
taking care of kids.”
Well, CTS, we say mission
accomplished.

roSeS to OOIDA Member David
Coon and the Public Service
Commission of West Virginia for
standing up to an overcharging
tow company and getting David a
compensatory check for more than
$2,200.
Coon was involved in a crash in
May of 2013 and was charged more
than $8,000 for towing services
by Hutch’s Wrecker Service. The
Commission ruled that Hutch’s
charge was way over the allowable
limit and ordered them to pay back
some of the money.
The kicker is Coon’s tractor wasn’t
even damaged – just some minor
damage to the back of the trailer.
But the company still charged him
an exorbitant fee for three hours of
labor for eight people. For a minor
incident with no debris and no
damaged tractor.
While we’re at it, let’s throw a few
raZZBerrIeS at this towing
company and hope they and others
like them learn their lesson as more
and more truck drivers like Coon
stand up and fight for what’s right.

One last batch of belated roSeS
goes to everyone who participated
in the 2016 Wreaths Across
America program. Braving subzero
temperatures in some areas, more
than 44,000 volunteers placed
wreaths on 1.2 million graves
of military veterans this past
December. In spite of the fact that
weather caused the cancellation
of opening remarks at Arlington
National Cemetery, volunteers got
the wreaths laid anyway.
And let’s not forget the more than
400 tractor-trailers and drivers who
delivered those wreaths to more
than 1,200 locations across the
country. LL

Got an idea for a roSe or a raZZBerrY? Email it to Terry_Scruton@LandLineMag.com.
You can also check out the official Facebook page at Facebook.com/RosesAndRazzberries.
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